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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LIV. 


CtJ-General  directions.    For  things  happening  in  Great  Bniain,  France,  fee.  or  the  several  italei,  see  their  own  proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  cmgrist,  &c. 


Abbolt,  Dr.  iribiito  of  roapect  to  -lOO 

Abolition,  the  Alton  aflair  [> 

Acts,  a  list  of  those  passed  at  Ihe  2a  session  25tli 

conyress  ■'''" 

Adauis,  John  Q. — see  congress:  his  opinion  of  punc- 

tunliiy  "^ 

Adjournment  of  congress,  n  day  futed  for  273,  3t)j 
Admiral  La  Brotonniart — commander  of  the  ships 

of  war  Dido  and  Bcrger,  a  memoir  of  ■*03 

Agricultural  wealth  of  Ohio  22;  fair  at  Kent  coumv 

Xlrtfwnw— cotton   factory,  description  of   the  esta- 
blishment 2aS;  elections  ^'JJ 
Albany  charter  election  'v 
Alexandre,  the  French  ship,  confirmation  of  suspi- 
cions of  the                                                                •'*• 
Allen    honorable  William,  addresses  a  meeung  in 
Philadelpliia                                                                   '^^\ 
Alton,  attack  on  the  press,  &c.  o 
American  antiquities — Asiatic  origin  of  the  northern 
Indians  339;   the  head   of  a  pipe,  at  Wheeling  3GS; 
three  Indian  bodies  at  Sudbury,  Massachusetts  400; 
discovery  of  a  skeleton  of  a  mastodon  in  Ohio         405 
American  gipsies,  account  of  3 
American  stocks,  held  uliroad                                 3" 
'Vnniversary  celcbrauon  of  the  4th  of  July  at  niila- 
deiphia,   by   the    democrats,  and    letters    and   toasts 

ihereat  r  ,      ,      .     •  ?-- 

Antomarchi,  doctor,  nonce  of  the  deatli  01       _  i^' 

Appoinimenis  '■  l'>  ^-" 

Appropriation  bill,  the  cencral,  passed  Ml 

Appropriations  and  officers,  a  statement  from  the 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  as  to  those  created 
during  the  25ih  congress  40S 

Arkansas— a  bill  of  indictment  lound  iigains;;  Ihe 


speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly  for  murder  193;  ^an 
accountof  ihe  murder  in  „,.,.„  o« 

^rmv — general  orders,  promotions,  etc.  274, .;?»,  d-o, 
40  J;  olft -ial  regulation  320;  official  orders  34  J;  lurce 
Ol  the  British  334;  army  movements  404 

Army  bill,  the  act  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment  of  the  United  Slates,  &c.  3-5 

Army  statistics  22;  general  orders  9/;  West  t  om' 
graduates  ordered  on  duty  289 

Ashley,  general  William,  of  Missouri,  death         SI 

Astor,  Jolin  Jacob — notice  of  his  presenting  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  the  German  society  3J2,  36S 

Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans— the  fact  established  of 
a  communication  between  the  ■  ,  1'^ 

Atlantic  steam  navigation,  meeting  ui  Pluladelplna 
relative  to  ,  ■      j    oqo 

Attorney  general,  the  hon.  F.Grundy  appointed    J»J 

Auction  duties  in  New  York,  the  amount  of       389 

Austria,  official  communication  from,  relative  'o  the 
sanitary  mles  2''* 

Baily,  Josiab,  jr.  his  triiU  at  Balumorc,  for  contempt 
of  court  ,  ,,  ■      ,      ,^^^ 

Bakely,  Mr.  Morely,  honorably  repays  the  bank  at 
Tuscalo-wa  _         ,       ,        ,  '^^ 

Baltimore— John.  P.  Kennedy,  elected  to  congress 
ironi  129;  tornado  at  193;  H^'ur  inspections  352 

Baltic  sea,  notice  of  a  buoy  in  the  177 

Bimbcrs— surrender  of  the  3;  will  be  discharged  17 
Ban^  Edward  D.  secretary  of  slate  of  Massachu- 
setts, death  of  , ,      r  r,     '^' 
Banks — of  New  York  2;  commonwealth  of  Boston 
ib.;  number,  &c.  of,  in  Connecticut  iA  ;  list  of  the  pre- 
sent depositc  and  the  amount  in  them  3;  the  Virginia 
&.;  banks  of  Mississippi  notable  to  resume  before  Au- 
gust 23;  Franklin,  ot  Boston,  indictment  against  offi- 
cers of  23;  the  Pha:ni.T  4S;  notice  of  tlie  Louisiana,  the 
Boston,  the  Massachusetts  48;  the  Pliccni.\  investiga- 
Oon   closed,   &c.   49;  banks,   currency,  &c.  in  New 
York,  65;  charges  against  Phoeni.x  bank  proved,  &c. 
S>.;   notice   of  Lriffitie's,  in  Paris  ib.;  the  Philadelphia 
decline  sending  delegates,  &.c.  81 — sechank  convention; 
the  cashier  ot  the  Commercial,  guilty  of  perjury  112; 
bank  law  of  Manland  114;  notices  of  129;  the  agent 
of  the  Mississippi  Onion  129:  of  West  Florida,  about  to 
resume  operatwns  141;  number  of,  in  Michigan  ih.;  ge- 
neral statement  relative  to  banks,  currency,  exchange. 
&,c.  145,  146;  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  of 
England    146;  relief  bill   ib.;   various  IGl;  amount  of 
specie  and  general  statement  177;  general  notices  224: 
law  point  as  to  having  forfeited  its  cliarter  240;  general 
notices  241;  resumption  of,  at  New  Orleans  273;  and 
general  notices  i6.;  general  notice  of  2S9;  bank  of  Mon- 
treal regained  the  money  stolen  at  the  lime  of  burning 
the  sir  Robert  Peel  2S9;  condition  of  the   Baltimore 
banks — :neeting  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  305;  the 
robber  of  the  hank  of  ihe  .Metropolis  appreheoded  321; 
Bouihweslern  Rail  Road  bank  of  South  Carolina,  notice 
of  its  going  into  operation  i'j ;  general  remarks,  go- 
vernor Rimer's  proclamation  approved  of— large  bank 
about  to  go  into  operation  in  New  York— an  act  to 
modify  the  deposite  act — estimate  of  .\mcrican  stocks 
held  abroad.  &.c.   322;  reaumpiiun  of  the  337;  items 
relative  to  353;  ihe  amount  of  deposits  in  the  Boston 
Savings  36S;  money  .iffiiirs  in  Philadelphia,  resumption 
in  Ohio,  4.C.  &.c.  369;  relative  to  the  southern,  west- 
em,  i&c.  3S5;  general  noiicei  of  402 
Bank  convention,  proceedings  of  the  97, 113, 114.337 
Bank  of  England,  statement  of  the  condition  ol  I  Id. 


Bank  law,  the  New  York  in  full  179 

Bank  United  Staie.s,  price  of  slock  97:  aec  con^frMs: 
Mr.  Jaudon  in  Englancl  161;  receipt  of  specie  177;  not 
about  to  resume  193;  jtidge  While's  speecn  on  the  issue 
uf  the  notes  of  247;  act  for  the  sale  of  bonds  of  the  344: 
see  Biddle. 

Barbacuo  to  Mr.  Preston  350;  see  di'nnrrj. 

Biirbadoei,  thu  decision  to  set  the  slaves  free  con- 
firmed 239 

Barney,  Mr.  letter  from  to  Win.  Lorman,  president 
of  the  bank  of  Haltlmore  relative  to  currency,  &,c.    161 

Baron,  Ociavius,  executed  for  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Lyman,  his  confession  403 

Beaver,  in  Virginia,  as  to  the  appearance  of  in  Surry 
county  389 

IMgium — SCO  French  and  British  affairs:  relative  to 
the  integrity  of  the  country,  &c.  371 

Bell,  John,  correspondence  relative  to  the  rencontre 
with  Mr.  Turney  260;  dinner  to,  at  Nashville         406 

liirmuda,  governor  appointed  144 

liiddle,  Nicholas — his  letter  to  honorable  John  Q. 
Adams  on  currency,  &c.  98;  to  the  town  of  Reading, 
Pennsylvania  355;  fetlerfrom,  relative  torcsumplion  '^'26 

Birds,  the  scarcity  of  416 

Black  Hawk  and  his  son,  account  uf,  at  a  ball  144; 
his  fourth  of  July  oration  3a7 

Blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports — see  Mexico — see 
Buenos  Ayrcs. 

BniJiscoe,  Mr.  and  suite,  minister  from  Russia,  arrival 
at  New  York  1'29 

Bollerman,  Anton,  the  consul  of  Hesso  recognised  81 

Bonaparte,  Chailes  L.  publishes  a  work  on  orni- 
thologv  384 

Bond,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  speech  of  291 

Bonds,  belonging  to  the  United  States — an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  sale  of  344;  sale  oC  to  the  United  States   239;  further  aitciiipt  lohre 258;  ilie amountof  donation 


I  224,  '226,-  sites  for  iKists  240;  NiTson  and  Cole  ac- 
ed  i'' ,  desire  of  adjustment  2(1;  proclamation  of 
governor  of  .New  York,  !cc.  &.c.  ib;  pioclaination 
of  lord  Diiniam  212;  patriots  oi  Up|>er  Canada  again 
make  a  nilly  272;  arrival  of  generals  Brady  and  Ma- 
comb 273;  conflict  at  Short  tlills  275 — see  «ir  Ruhcrl 
Put;  retreat  of  tlie  patriots  289;  pruclamaiioii  of  gov. 
Artliur  290;  iiains  ili.;  two  rigmenls  of  artillery  ordered 
north  305;  revocation  by  loiu  Durham  of  the  procla- 
mation ol^  lord  Gosford  oflering  rewards  for  the  appro- 
lionsioti  of  Messrs.  Papineau,  Brown  and  others  305; 
lord  Durham's  proclamation  of  general  amnesty  349; 
his  reception  at  Montreal  i''.,  arrival  of  general  Mc- 
Conib,  and  disturbances  >|iiieii  d  353;  iriul.s  and  coinic- 
tioiis354;  despatch-s  received,  ic.  369;  si.xiei-n  statu 
prisoners  sentenced  to  deaili,  iScc.  390;  the  addreu  of 
Linus  Wilson  .Miller  against  the  sentence  of  death  16.; 
captain  Davidsiursease,  Ins  trial  under  suspicion  ofbu- 
ing  a  spy  402;  probable  that  governor  Kent  will  attempt 
to  run  liie  line, general  notices  relative  10,  state  prison- 
ers, itc.  &.C.  405 
Canals — amount  of  tolls  received  on,  in  New  York 
4;  the  quantity  of  flour  brought  down  the  New  Yoik 
176;  the  toiinugo  and  tulle  of  the  Pennsylvania  240; 
the  trade  of  the  New  York,  Pennfylvania  and  Oliio 
338;  New  York  tnll»  368;  comineire  of  Ohio  389;  ilie 
lolls  and  trade  of  395;  a  ship  from  Lake  Eric  tu  the  sea 

400 
Caroline — the  alTairof— stc  congress;  correspondence 
relsiive  to  52 

Carter,  hon.  Timothy  J.  death  of  33 

Central  America — tlie  revolution  continued  in  the  in- 
terior of  239 
Chalmers,  Dr.  the  amount  paid  liiin  for  lectures  36i 
Cltarleston,  South   Cuiolina — great  fire    at  145,  160, 


bank  353 — see  congress 

Book  binding,  with  India  rubber  256 

Boundary,  northeastern — Greely  liberated  3;  daring 
outrage  on  the  steamboat  sir  Robert  Peel  221;  arrival 
of  general  Wool  and  establishment  of  nosis  '273;  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  survey  of  the,  passoQ  323;  readiness 
to  run  the  line  388:  see  Canada. 

Bowditch,  Nathaniel,  notice  of  the  death  of  49 

,  Bradford,  Mr.  Thomas,  notice  of  the  death  of  and 
biography  176 

Branch,  governor,  letter  accepting  the  nomination 
as  candidate  for  governor  314 

Brazil — consul  general  of  17;  tranquillity  restored  48; 
arrival  of  minister  and  dcfi»at  of  troops  337;  defeat  of 


troops 


401 


Bretonnierc,  admiral  La,  commander  of  the  Dido. 
&c.  a  memoir  of  403 

Bristol,  England,  resolutions  of  the  merchants  of 
relative  to  steam  communication  with  New  York  35G 
British  affairs — see  Canada — proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment relative  to  Lower  Canada,  &c.  34;  relative  to 
parliament,  Camidian  affairs,  slavery,  markets,  &.C.  &c. 
49;  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  United  States;  earl  of 
Durham  about  to  leave  for  Canada;  the  shipment  of 
600  Polish  women  10  the  Russian  camp;  stockjobbing 
at  Paris;  ort  the  state  of  the  banks;  small  pox;  king  of 
Hanover;  money  market  162,  163;  arrival  of  the  Or- 
pheus; parliament;  coronation  of  the  queen;  Mr.  Jau- 
don and  the  United  States  bank — Canadian  a(l'airs,&c. 
&.C.  209;  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Virginia;  the  riot 
ne.ir  Canterbury;  Mr.  S(evcn?on's  visu  to  the  enri 
Spencer;  dinner  to  sir  Francis  Head;  new  ministerial 
arrangements;  her  ninjestv's  coronation  robes;  French 
news;'  the  anival  of  Mr.  Muhlenliiirg;  chamber  of  de- 
puties; Belgium  and  Holland;  Hanibnri;;  s^eamhniii 
destroyed  by  fire,  &c.  329;  arrival  of  the  Royal  Wi|. 
ham;  passage;  fiill  account  of  the  coronation;  the  queen 
350,  357;  arrival  of  the  Great  Western;  voyage;  pas- 
sengers; crops;  capital  of  the  Great  Western  companj ; 
parliamentary  news;  Canadian  aflairs;  imprisonment 
tor  debt;  reviews  of  the  troops;  crazy  man  and  llif 
queen:  the  British  Queen  steam  ship;  markeus,  (tc.  &c 
370;  French  affairs  ib.;  British  army  381;  promotions 
in  Ihe  387;  entertainment  at  Guildhall  395;  interesting 
account  of  the  colonies  of  396 

Bruyn,  judge,  notice  of  the  death  of  354 

Buchanan,  James,  his  letter  dechning  to  attend  4ih 
of  Julv  dinner  at  Philadelphia  347 

BnfTu'ocs.  the  last  ofthe  14-1 

Buenos  AyreJ— French  blockade  of  Z'fS;  special  8e«- 
sion  of  congress  35-1;  demands  of  the  French  368; 
lliincs  assuming  a  serious  aspect  402 

C. 
Calhoun,  Mr.  of  South  Carolina — speech  on  the 
sub-treasury  bill  55;  reply  to  Mr.  Webster  115;  speech 
on  the  sub-treasury  bill  again  180,  19r — sec  cnngrrst; 
letter  from,  to  the  editor  of  the  National  Intelligencer 
relative  to  a  Irraty  with  the  Indian^ — .Mr.  Dawson's 
speech,  &c.  3H:  letter  from,  to  the  conimittee  ol  the 
barbacue  dinner  at  Richland  405 

Canada — patriot  forces  dist)anded  1;  account  of  ilic 
patriots,  &c.  from  Detroit  7;  tranquillity  restored,  &c. 
See.  17;  Enghsh  notices  of  troops,  &c.  ih.;  arrival  of  pa- 
triot forces— plunder  at  FJizabethtnwn — proclamation 
of  governor  Marcy.  &c.  19;  tranquillity,  &c.  33;  gene- 
ral Sutherland  tried  65;  firing  on  Windsor  80;  iiems 
Irofl  112;  executions  for  high  trensnn  128;  trials  144; 
h  <if  gov.  Head  on  prnrogiiing  the  legislature  of  166 


made  for  sufferers  352 

Cherokees — general  Scott  to  be  sent  to  113;  see  In- 
dians and  congres.';  relative  to  removal  of  129;  corres- 
pondence of  tlie  secretary  of  war  and  general  Scott  re- 
lative to  the  treaty  with  193;  violence  commitied  by 
6.;  debate  in  the  senate  19-1;  emigration  of  321;  the 
address  of  major  general  Seoil  lu  die  Cherokees  in 
reference  to  their  removal  210;  correspondence  relative 
to  their  treaty  214;  ready  for  removal  and  numbers  273; 
removal  of  the,  completed  and  the  army  orders,  &c- 
324;  report  of  the  sickness  of  llic  3G9;  murders  ib.; 
general  Scott's  visit  to  the  north  postponed  till  their  emi- 
gration 385;  report  of  sickness  of  the,  contradicted 
387;  report  of  their  haviin  built  council  house  and  me- 
ditating an  attack  401;  pardon  of  tvielve  Cherokees  407 
Chevalier,  Mr.  remarks  on  the  currency  114 

Chili,  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Cafluo,  &,c.  &c.    355 
Chippewa,  Sioux,  Winnebago  Indiuii.s,  notice  of  a 
treaty  with  •  241 

Chronometer,  premium  awarded  for  240 

Cilley,  Mr. — see  congress;  duel  with  Graves  1;  state- 
ment of  the  parlies  5;  correspondence  of  J.  W.Webb 
18;  addressof  Henry  A.  Wise  52 

Cincinnati  and  Charleston  raU  road  company,  sub- 
scription of  Tennessee  to  144 
Circular  from  the  treasury  department,   relative  tu 
specie  circular,  &c.                                                       209 
Clark,  Misa  Mary,  of  Medway,  heroic  act  of        338 
Clay,  Henry,  his  speech  on  the  sub  treasury  bill  67; 
and  Calhoun  196 — ste  congress;  invitationof  the  meet- 
ing in  New  York  to,  and  his  reply  277 
Clerk,  to  the  circuit  court  in  Louisiana,  application  to 
restore  to  office,  tc.                                              239,  373 
Cleveland,  the  produce  trade  of  in  eleven  weeks  333 
Clock  work,  ingenious  invention  16 
Common  schools,  in  Ohio  4 

CONGRESS. 
Abolition,  letter  of  John  (J.  Adams  31;  resolution  ot 
Massachusetts  relative  10  236;  .-Vbsence,  resolution  that 
senators  should  not  receive  ifieir  pay  during  unneces- 
sary 111,  122;  Acts  of  congress,  inquiry  as  to  amend- 
ing Ihe  law  relative  to  printing  and  distributing  31;  a 
listofiho.se  passed  306;  .Vdams,  John  Q.  29,30,31; 
resolution  10 send  fir  persona  and  jiapers  relative  to 
petition  to  arraign  him.  &c.  31,  32,  46,  47,  63,  64,  li.; 
"  110,  124,  125,  159, 207,  220,  221,  236.  2,)3,  268,  269, 
271,  233,  284,  286,  248,  301,  304,  312,  314,  315,  317, 
319.  329.  331,  332;  Adjoorninent,  re.«oluiion  10  fix  day 
of  31,  123,  128;  day  h.xed  223,  272,  273,  281.  2S3,  305; 
Agriculture,  ns  10  die  introduction  of  foreign  seeds,  &e. 
31;  Alabama,  bill  torelinqni-h  the  twopcrcenl.  fund  lo 
27;  relative  lo  pre-emption  to  «ttler»  138;  Allegany 
college,  Pennsylvania,  comniitlee  on  public  lands,  re- 
leasc'l  f;om  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  157;  Al- 
len, Mr.  187,201,303,  319;  American  seamen  in  fo- 
reign cniintries,  bill  for  the  relief  of  206;  Appropriations, 
communications  from  the  secretory  of' war,  relative  lo 
the  wani  of  207;  .'\pnropriat:on  bills,  notice  lo  take  up 
13;  read  and  re  fe.-red  28;  taken  up  30,  32;  for  lovolu- 
tionnry pensioners  34;  furiher  considered  47,63;  for 
Indian  hostiliiies  64;  the  appropriation  fiill  reli?rred  in 
the  house  75,  76, 77,  78;  passed  ib.;  niiliUinr  nppropri- 
tinn  bill  80;  the  getieral,  pn."«cd  81;  referrrd  91;  pasted 
91,  96;  the  navy,  passed  1 10;  siwech  of  .Mr.  Ilalstcd  on 
the  general  167;  for  the  navy  serviec  201,  216;  geu 
Indian  hoslitiliei;  for  light  house  288,301;  for  the  In- 
lian  deiinriiiieiitand  fulfilling  treaty  with  liicinb'-i.  310; 


..[M-e,  II  »'i  K'»».   iii-.i'i  ,'ii  I" *;'■'■  ii;  ,.,.-  ■-  i,..-."'--.-  ■-. .      -■ —  ._ - ■„    .■  --.'      - 

Charles  Diiran. I  sentenced  to  dcnih    193;  relative  lo  sir    for  loriihcations  passed  311;  lor   nnhlary   ucadeiny   at 


3U)5  I  Francis  Head  210;  see  boundary;  ouuagc  on  the  sir  R.  1  West  Point  passed  ib.;  Arcfiilcctural  plans,  report  from 


the,  and  tlie  yeas  and  navs  (hereon,  207,  311,  313, 
332:  Smith,  Mr.  of  Indiana  2S:  Sniilhsonian  bequest, 
call  upon  the  president  for  information  as  to  31:  33  to 
the  investment  of  238:  reported  313:  call  for  informa- 
tion 335:  Snyder,  Mr.  of  Illinois,  remarks  relative  to 
the  Madisonian  267:  South  Carolina  militia,  inquiry 
ordered  as  to  paying  those  employed  in  the  Florida 
war  222:  Soulbpoit  in  Wisconsin,  bill  relative  to  es- 
tablishing a  harbor  at,  discussed  216:  passed  217: 
Spain,  bill  to  give  effect  to  the  8ih  article  of  treaty 
with,  passed  76,  94:  Specie  circular,  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  so  as  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  repeal  the, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  207,  217:  Specie-paying 
banks,  resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  discontinue  to 
receive  the  notes  of  30:  Standard  balance,  resolulion 
to  make  a,  for  each  state  309:  State  banks,  call  upon 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a  condensed  statement 
of  the  condition  of  172:  see  hanhs:  State  of  the  union, 
Mr.  Cambreling's  motion  to  go  into  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the,  at  length  prevails  203:  on  the  bill  for 
suppressing  Indian  hostihlies  218,219,  224:  Stationery, 
inquiry  as  to  cost  of,  for  session  31:  Steamboats,  bill  for 
the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  126:  to 
authorise-  George  Whitman  to  import  an  iron  136:  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers 269:  and  to  appoint  persons  to  test,  ^c.ib.:  re- 
ported to  Ihe  senate  and  amendments  of  the  house  re- 
jected 280,  282,  301:  paesed  304,309:  the  bill  to  guard 
against  explosions,  pa.ssed  318:  amended  and  adopted 
330;  Steam  engines,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  or- 
dered to  report  information  relative  to  302:  for  trial  of 
309:  passed  320:  Stenographers,  rules  as  to  16:  Stock- 
ton and  Stokes,  petition  relative  to  money  awarded 
them  4-c.  216;  Strange,  Mr.  205:  Sub-treasury  bill,  ta- 
ken up  11:  resumed  12;  to  be  reported  ib.  resumed  16, 
27,  23:  vote  on  postponing  29:  report  relative  to  cur- 
rency 32;  bill  resumed  43:  resolutionsof  Kentucky  43: 
bill  resumed  41:  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Philadel- 
phia in  favor  of  ib.:  petitions  against  46:  bill  resumed 
61;  petition  from  Pittsburg  *.;  resumed  *.:  yeas  and 
nays  on  Mr.  Rives  substitute  61;  motion  to  fix  a  day 
to  consider  in  the  house  64:  copy  of  the  bill  66:  resumed 
74:  reported  to  the  house  78;  yeas  and  nays  on  79:  re- 
marks ^c.  on  82:  petition  of  citizens  of  Cleveland 
against  136:  judge  While's  speech  169:  Mr.  Wright'sre- 
port244;  notice  ofits  rejection  in  the  house  273;  petitions 
for  the  passage  of  the  2.55,  264:  presentation  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  leetislature  of  dinnecticu:  against 
266;  taken  up  271,  272,  282, '235:  yeaa  and  nays  and 
bill  rejected  235;  petition  against  307:  Sunday,  the 
house  in  session  on  190;  whether  a  legislative  day  309; 
Survey,  in  the  Illinois  and  Kaskaskia  rivers  23:  of  the 
harbor  of  Providence,  R.  I.  94;  of  the  harbor  of  Linn,  to 
be  lithographed  109:  relative  to  survey  of  the  lakes 
234:  Surveyor  general  of  Illinois,  to  create  a  28:  to  re- 
move the  office  of  the,  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
<j-c.  204,  232;  of  public  lands  in  Wisconsin,  passed  233; 
of  Michigan,  the  bill  to  create  a,  laid  on  the  table 
254:  System  of  defence  ,  see  fortifications. 

Tallmage,  Mr.  23, 230, 264, 308;  Telegraphs,  inquiry 
as  to  establishing  a  system  of  122;  Telegraph  steam- 
boat, inquiry  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  2.53;  Ten- 
nessee, act  to  authorise  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles 
304.  312;  Territorial  government,  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, remonstrance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws 
against  155;  Texas,  petition  against  admission  of  11; 
re'solutions  of  Alabama  relative  to  its  admission  32;  pe- 
titions relative  to  45,  61;  petition  from  the  Arkansas 
relative  to  boundary  line  76;  resolution  of  Tennessee 
in  favor  of  annexing  122,  124;  Mr.  Preston's  resolution 
concerning  the  annexation  of,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  136;  Mr.  Preston's  resolution  relative  to  boundary 
line  on  the  Sabine  137;  petition  against  the  annexation 
of  172;  resolution  that  the  president  communicate  any 
correspondence  in  relation  to,  &,c.  222;  comnmnicated 
236;  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  254;  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  senate  on  the  resolution  to  annex  255;  pro- 
ceedings on  the  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  267; 
resolutions  of  Rhode  Island  269,271;  resolutions  cal- 
ling for  information,  &.c.  284^  312;  Thomas,  Francis 
220,286,287,  331;  Thompson,  Mr.  235,  318;  Tilling- 
hast,  Mr.  269,  270,  316;  Tipton,  Mr.  185,  261;  Tobac- 
co, call  for  information  relative  to  the  duties  on  31;  Tri- 
pical  plants,  a  bill  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of,  pass- 
ed 251;  Treasury  circular,  resolutions  of  Indiana  rela- 
tive to  32;  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
83;  Treasury  notes,  biirto  authorise  the  issue  of  77;  re- 
port relative  to  80;  bill  relative  to  123;  the  new  bill  139; 
l.he  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of,  ptissed  177;  the  judici- 
ary committee  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  173;  reported  185;  bill  to  reissue  189; 
reterred  to  the  finance  committee  202;  passed  203;  ap- 
proved 217;  bill  to  issue,  &.c.  considered  189;  proceed- 
ings on  the  I'JO,  191;  yeas  and  nays  192;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam's resolutions  relative  to  government  paper  curren- 
cy 223;  Treaty  of  Gent,  bill  to  carry  into  eftect  the  8th 
article  of  95;  Truth  Trll,r,  Mr.  lloifman's  remarks  re- 
lative to  the  prcsdrni'.M  L-ninmiiiiication  of  the,  an  article 
from  Ihc 208,219, 221;  the  ariiriis  from  the 230; Turncy, 
Mr.  letter  relative  to  rocontre  with  Mr.  Bell  259,  234 
Underwood,  Mr.  29,  111,  175,  213,  255,  266,  332;  U. 
Stales  bank,  scctuni's;  Union  hank  of  Georgetown,  bill 
to  exlciid  its  charter  123;  Univertiily  of  Pennsylvania, 
mtniorial  for  a  piece  ol  the  public  domain  184;  Univcr- 
versityofSt.  Louis, bill graniiiii;  landi  to,poatpsncd  232 
Vapor  bath,  the  bill  to  purcriaso  the  riu'ht  to  use  Dr. 
B.  R.illcv'.t  r.jriic.l  2S2;  icconsidercd  300;  Vice  pre- 
tiileiit,  icliiii|iii^licsiliii  ihtilr  300;  Virginia,  report  from 
the  I'liiiiniis'iloiicr  111  the  laud  ofiicc  as  to  the  quanti'v 
of  land  scrip  rttquiicd  for  ualislying  outstanding  mili- 
tary bounty  landi)  255 
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Wabash,  bill  for  improvement  of  74:  Washington 
monument,  the  bill  to  allow  the  erection  of  the,  on  the 
public  mall,  indefinalely  postponed  164,265,280:  Ways 
and  means,  report  of  the  ininority  of  the  committee  on 
147:  Webster,  Daniel,  his  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn 132:  speeches  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  7, 88, 100;  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  132,  173,  184,187,  206,206,  216, 
232,  238,  250,  281,  299,  300,  307,  309:  Western  frontier, 
plan  fur  the  defence  of,  by  general  Gaines  109:  West 
Point,  the  committee  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  relative  to  studies  at,  ^c.  206;  in- 
quiry as  to  abolishing  acadamy  at  223,  319:  White, 
ludcte,  his  speech  upon  the  sub-treasury  bill  169,  260; 
White,  Albert  S.  letter  from  243:  Whitman,  George, 
bill  to  authorise  him  to  import  an  iron  steamboat  136: 
Whittlesy,  Mr.  96:  Wilhams,  Mr.  annunciation  of 
Cilley's  death  11:  Williams,  Sherrod  217:  Wisconsin, 
inquiry  relative  to  census  and  admission  30:  relative 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  32:  bill  relative  to  roads 
in  44,  64:  discussed,  ^c.  76,  123;  bill  to  authorise  to 
form  a  constitution,  reported  189;  in  regard  to  a  semi- 
nary of  learning  in  217;  to  a  canal  238:  bill  to  mark  the 
southern  boundary  of  238:  to  complete  public  buiUitig, 
passed  255:  relative  to  roads  in,  rejected,  ^c.  281:  joint 
committee  relative  to  282,  302.  309:  passed  319;  Wise, 
Mr.  Ill,  127,  128, 143,  153,  159,218,  234,235,  236,331, 
334;  Word,  Mr.  appears  and  qualifies  224,  2.S2;  Wreck- 
ed properly  at  Key  West,  bill  relative  to  309:  Wriiiht, 
Mr.  report  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  173,  238,  245, 

299 
Yell,  Mr.  of  Arkansas  .       .  234 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house — on  the  neutrality  bill  12; 
on  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  consider  resolution 
relative  to  Cilley's  death  13;  on  postponing  the  same 
15;  on  agreeing  to  the  resoltrtion  16;  on  the  vote  to 
postpone  the  sub-treasury  bill  29;  on  the  neutrality 
bill  30;  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  79;  on  laying  on  the 
table  the  motion  for  referring  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  a  select  committee  124;  on  amendmenis  to,  and  the 
passage  of  the  Cumberland  road  bill  138;  on  ques- 
tions relative  to  the  duel  188;  on  the  treasury  note  bill 
192;  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charier  of  the  District 
banks  221, 223;  on  the  currency  resolution  233;  on  the 
appropriation  bill  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  238;  on 
suspending  the  rules,  to  allow  Mr.  Hamers'  resolution, 
&c.  109;  to  allow  a  resolution  relative  to  the  currency 
125;  to  take  up  a  resolution  relaiivefo  the  war  123;  rela- 
tive to  Ihe  reissue  of  treasury  notes  189;  so  as  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  to  repeal  the  sinall  note  restriction  207; 
to  allow  Sherrod  Williams'  motion  relative  to  specie 
circular  217;  to  introduce  aresolution  respecting  foreign 
paupers,  &,c.  219;  on  the  removal  of  the  treasury  build- 
ing 251;  on  amendments  to  the  pre-empdon  law  267; 
on  the  sub-treasury  bill  285;  on  its  reconsideration  286; 
on  the  army  bill  304;  relative  to  the  army  bill  313,  314; 
on  the  deposite  act  317;  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  reissue 
of  the  notes  of  late  bank  of  the  United  States  332.  Yeas 
and  nays  in  the  senate — on  an  amendment  to  the  sub- 
ireaeury  bill  32;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  slave 
trade  with  Texas  61;  on  Mr.  Rives'  substitute  for  the 
sub-treasury  bill  61;  on  Mr.  King's  amendment  to  the 
sub-treasury  bill  74;  on  striking  out  the  23d  section  75; 
on  the  proposition  that  the  government  receive  the  bills 
of  specie  paying  banks  ib.;  on  various  other  amend- 
ments to  the  same,  and  on  its  passage  74;  on  various 
amendments  to  the  duelling  bill  107;  on  the  bill  itself 
108;  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  norlheaslern  boundary 
ib.;  on  the  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands 
111;  on  fixing  the  time  of  closing  the  session  123;  nn 
the  resolution  to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment  123;  on  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  tlie  late 
bank  ot  the  United  States  136;  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  mo- 
tion to  establish  a  sy-tein  of  joint  rules  to  decide  claims 
137;  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  commissioners 
of  claims  156;  on  the  bill  increasing  ihe  salary  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  land  office  173;  on  laying  on  the 
table  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  District  banks 
202:  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  requiring  the 
banks  to  have  one-fourth  specie,  &c.  202,  203;  on  va- 
rious amendments,  &,c.  to  the  treasury  note  bill  203; 
relanve  to  District  banks  204;  on  various  amendments, 
to  Cumberland  road  bill  and  its  passage  206;  on  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  215;  on  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  the  exploring  expedition  ib.;  on  the  striking 
out  of  sound  specie  paying  banks,  in  the  currency  re- 
solution ib.;  on  Mr.  Morris'  currency  resolution,  and 
on  the  resolution  itself  216;  on  the  bill  making  South- 
port  a  harbor  217;  on  the  bill  granting  a  township  to 
the  university  of  St.  Louis  232;  on  postponing  the  bill 
to  create  the  territory  of  Iowa  ib.;  on  the  bill  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  tropical  plants251;  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  bill  to  grant  western  bounty  lands  to  set- 
ders  for  defence,  &.c.  ib  ;  relative  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas  255;  relative  to  the  land  office  in  Michigan  264; 
yeas  and  nays  relative  to  pre-emption  law  265;  on  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  260;  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  original  papers  231;  relative  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  299;  repeal  the  deposite  act  300; 
on  the  bill  for  the  discharge  of  debenture  bonds  in 
certain  cases  ib.;  on  the  billcreating  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  of  Michigan  301;  on  modifying  the  de- 
posite act  SOS;  relative  to  the  harbor  bill  °         311 

Congi-essional  elections,  a  notice  of  those  yet  to  take 
place  290 

Conncc/icti(— number  of  banks  in  2;  nominations 
for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  17;  annual  elec- 
tion 81;  election  of  governor  97;  the  legislature  con 
vened  and  the  votes  for  governor  176;  Dennis  Kim- 
bcrly  elected  a  senator  193;  refuses  to  expunge  the  word 
"white''  in  constimiiou  as  to  voters  193;  copper  mine 


239;  resolutions  relative  to  French  indemnity  ib.;  reso- 
lutions relative  to  sub-treasuiy  241;  statistics  of  the  in- 
ne  and  idiotic  poor  of  256 

Constitutional  chart,  a  notice  of  Mayo's  224 

Convention-^the  banks  97 — see  banh  convention;  no- 
tice as  to  time  of  meeting  of  the  whi^  national  178;  the 
state  whig  at  Ohio  240;  resolution  ot  the  Virginia  com- 
mercial 257;  resolution  of  the  Ohio  state  whig  321 
Coal  trade,  resolutions  of  the  Kentucky  legislature 
relative  to  50 
Coinage  at  the  U.  Stat.es  mint,  whole  amount  of  258 
Colonization,  six  hundred  negroes  emancipated      65 
Commercial  convention,  resolution  of  the  Virginia 

257 
Corwin,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  speech  on  the  Cumberland  road 
bill  211 

Cotton — nonce  of  the  Liverpool  market  for  284;  trade 
of  Natchez  403;  the  first  bale  of  the  year  416 

Court  of  inquiry,  on   case  of  major  Grossman,  as- 
sembled 387 
Creek  nation,  letter  from  the,  contradicting  reports  as 
to  their  discontent,  &c.  324 
Crime,  the  statistics  of  323 
Crockett,  col.  interesting  anecdote  of  258 
Crockett,  John  W.  letter   from,  to  Dr.  John  B.  Fon- 
ville  relative  to  the  circulation  of  speeches,  &c.        242 
Crops  of  Europe  and  the  Uniteti   States,  a  long  antl 
general  notice  of  the                                                     372 
Cross,  major,  letter  from  relative  Jo  his  accounts  243 
Grossman,  major,  court  of  inquiry  on  case  of       387 
Cumberland  coal,  an  article  relative  to  the  value  of 

416 
Curiosity,  dollars  fished  up  from  the  sea  23 

Currency,  resolution  of  the  Kentucky  legislature  re- 
lative to  49 — see  Nicholas  Biddle. 
Custom  house  order,  relative  to  bank  notes  129 

D. 
Dahlias,  notice  of  112 

Daponte,  Signer  Lorenzo,  author  of  celebrated  operas, 
his  death  at  New  York  403 

Davidson,  captain,  his  arrest  under  suspicion  of  being 
spy  402 

Democratic  Review,  notice  of  the  356 

Deposite  banks,  list  of  and  amount  in  them  3 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  resigned   as  secretary  of  navy 

257 
Didon,  French  frigate,  a  contradiction  of  the  report 
as  to  a  sham  fight  on  board  of  385 

Dinner — reply  of  Mr.  Poinsett  to  an  invitation  to  a 
at  Charleston  323;  to  Mr.  Webster  at  New  York  ib.; 
to   Mr.  Webster  at  Boston  337;  tendered   to  col.  R. 
M.  Johnson  at  Philadelphia  391;  to   Mr.  Prentiss  at 
Portland  ib.;  to  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise  at  Petersburg  ib.; 
the  toasts  and  proceedings  at  the  Preston  barbacue  392; 
to  general  William  H.  Harrison  at  Massilon  397;  letter 
from  John  C.  Calhoun  relative  to,  at  the  Richland  dis- 
trict 406;  to  John  Bell  at  Nashville  406 
Dougherty,  judge,  at  St.  Louis,  the  murder  of       337 
Dronigoole,  Mr.  the  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  seperate 
the  government  from  the  banks  360 
Duel — between  Cilley  and  Graves  1;  which  see — Mr. 
Le  Lange  of  New  Orleans  and   Mr.  R.    C.    I'ates.  of 
New  York  321;  adjustment  of  the,  between  Mr.  Se- 
gar  and  Mr.  Savage  323;  correspondence  393 
Duelhng,  Mr.  Prentiss  introduces  a  bill  to  prohibit 

I 
Duncan,  Dr.  of  Ohio,  letter  from  relative  to  franking 
338;  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bond  375;  James  Garland's 
letter  relative  to  398 

Durham,  lord,  his  arrival  at  Quebec  224 — see  Canada; 
proclamation  of  242 

Durham  cattle,  great  sale  of  at  Cincinnati  352 

Duties  on  silk,  circular  from  treasury  department  re- 
lative to  403 
E. 
Ear,  remedy  for  an  insect  in  the  384 
Eastburn,  the  reverend  doctor,  declines  accepting  aa 
bishop  of  Maryland                                   _                   256 
East  India  snakes,   the   way  in  which   they  are 
managed                                                                        400 
Elections — copy  of  the  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
51;  the  annual  in  Connecticut  81;   Edward  Robinson 
elected  to  congress  from  Maine  98;  of  mayor  of  New 
York  97,  113;  in  Connecticut  115;  election  in  Balti- 
more 129;  of  a  majority  of  whigs  in  the  legislature  145 
the  Albany  Charter  !6.;  the  Virginia  congressional  161; 
the  Mississippi  ih.;  of  governor  in  Connecticut  176;  in 
Rhode  Island  ib.;   a  general  statement  of  the  votes  for 
and  against  the  administration  in  all  the  states  ib.;  the 
Virginian   177;   in  Mississippi   193;  in  Maine  209;  in 
Mississippi  239;  the  result  of  the,  in  Louisiana  321;  in 
North  Carolina  337;  official  statement  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 333;  the  time  of  the  various  state  elections  356;  in- 
North  Carohna  369,  401;   in  Kentucky,  Alabama,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Missouri,  &,c.  401 
Emanoipaiion  and  colonization  65 
Emancipation,  the  proclamatiou  of  in  Jamaica    397 
Exchange — rates  of  2.  65,  145;  a  table  showing  the 
rates  between  different  places                                   154 
Exemplary  verdict  against  the  editor  of  the  New 
York  Sun,  for  libel  23 
Expenditures,   the   public,  treasurer's  report  of  the 
amount  of,  for  each  year  320;  estimate  of  the,  for  1838. 
Exploring  expedition — to  leave  the  United  States,  &c. 
321;  ready  for  sea  385;  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads 
and  notice  of  403:  see  congress. 
Express  mail,  robbed  on  the  Louisville  road         257 
Expunging  resolution,  senator  Tahmadge  always 
opposed  to                                                           .177 
Ewing,  Mr.  of  Indiana,  letter  from  relative  to  the 
misrepresentations  of  the  Globe                              276 
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FaVdand  Islands,  notice  from  the  governor  of,  to  a 
whaling  vessel  to  go  ofl"  403 

Fire,  at  West  Point  7;  at  Nacliiioches  112;  at 
Charleston  160,  239;  at  Nantucket  239;  ftmher  at- 
tempts at  Charleston  2oS;  in  London  368;  in  the  pines 
in  New  Jersey  400;  at  Hudson,  New  York.  400 

Fisheries,  the  number  of  vessels  employed  in  tlie 
cod  and  mackerel  323 

Florida — Indians  at  Charleston  on  their  way  west  1; 
army  returned  from  the  everglades  ib.;  letter  from  an 
officer  south  of  Fort  Jupiter  i;  letter  from  Fort  I'iercc 
33;  number  of  Seminoles  conic  in  49;  iieins  i6.;  com- 
munications of  general  Jesup,  colonel  Gadsden  and 
the  secretary  ot  war  relative  to  51;  Indians  taken, 
troops  discharged,  &.c.  97;  capture  of  Indians  near 
camp  Jupiter  113;  surrender  of  Alligator  145;  mail 
earner  murdered  ib.;  movement  of  troops  193;  late 
from,  relative  to  Indians  coming  in  ib.;  lieutenant 
colonel  Twigg's  command  239;  Indians  at  St.  John's 
Ferry  258;  battle  near  Newnansville  290;  burning  and 
destroying  320;  measures  for  defence  of  the  Okeleno- 
kee  swamp  354;  a  murder  near  colonel  Gadsden'sand 
other  outrages  3!iG;  cotnments  on  the  statement  of  the 
war's  being  nearly  ended  3S7;  colonel  Harney  gone 
on  an  expedition  to  the  Wathlacoochic  401  ^ 

Flour  in  Baliimere  2;  prices  of,  at  the  latest  dates  ib.;  \ 
supply  of  2  I 

Force,  Peter,  elected  mayor  of  Washington         225  | 

Foreign  paupers — see  congress — debate  on  the  nies- . 
sage  of  the  president  relative  to  the  introduction  of  226  | 

Fort  Towson — account  of  the  troops  at  144 

t  France — duties,  journals,  &c.  49;  forgeries  in  the 
statements  relative  to  the  commercial  distress  115; 
coronation,  proceedings  of  the  slavery  committee;  de- 
feat of  the  Russians  by  the  Circassians  177;  arrival  ol 
fovernor  Tacon  at  Bordeaux;  rail  road;  reception  of 
[ay tit  n  commissioners:  arrival  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia  at  Berlin  305;  its  treaty  with  Texas  321;  items 
from  329;  misunderstanding  with  Switzerland;  marshal 
Soult's  expedition  to  England;  destruction  o(  the  thea- 
tre Vaudeville  at  Paris  371:  see  Brilisk  affuim. 

Franking  public  documents,  abuse  of  353 

Franklin  Bank  of  Boston,  indictment  against  otK- 
cers  "  23 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  proposition  of  the  Mobile  Typo- 
graphical society  to  build  a  monument  to  352 

Freedom  of  elections,  bill  to  secure  51 

French  indemnity,  resolutions  of  Connecticut  rela- 
tive to  239;  New  Hampshire  resolutions  321 

F'rosi,  Richard  K.  a  Thompsonian,  trial  for  man- 
slaughter 144 
G. 

Gales  &.  Seaton,  letter  relative  to  the  charges  of  the 
Globe  as  to  not  executing  the  printing  according  to 
law,  &c.  399 

Gambling  on  the  western  waters,  carried  to  an 
alartning  extent  338 

Garland,  James,  letter  relative  to  Dr.  Duncan's 
speech  393 

Garnett,  James,  speech  on  digging  gold  4 

GatldT,  Charles,  an  early  adventurer  in  Kentucky, 
memoir  and  death  of  356 

Georgia — see  Cherokees — correspondence  relative  to 
the  Cherokee  treaty  214;  whig  congressional  ticket  321; 
a  reward  ofl'ered  by  the  governor  of,  tor  letter  written 
to  Slade  relative  to  abolition  416 

Gilmer,  governor,  correspondence  relative  to  Chero- 
kee treaty  244 

Gipsies,  American,  account  of  3 

Giraffes,  the  arrival  of  two  at  New  York  256 

Globe,  newspaper,  Mr.  Ewing's  letter  276 

Gold,  speech  of  James  Garnett  on  digging  4 

Graves,  Mr.  duel  with  Mr.  Cilley  1;  statement  of  the 
parties  5 

Grayson,  Peter  W.  of  Texas,  the  death  and  memou- 
of  394 

Great  Western — arrival  at  New  York  129 — see  steam 
ships — dinner  on  board  of  and  departure  of  162;  arrival 
at  New  York  258;  departure  of  275;  lieutenant  Lynch's 
description  of  the  346;  arrival  of  the  370;  notice  of  its 
departure  408 

Greely,  Edward,  liberated  3 

Grouard,  George  M.  letter  from,  relative  to  the  print- 
fag,  &.C.  399 

Grundy,  honorable  Fehx — his  letter  20;  appointed 

attorney  general  2S9 

H. 

Hail  Columbia — judge  Hopkinson,  the  author  of  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  written  339 

Hall,  Mr.  of  Vermont,  remarks  relative  to  vote  on 
sub-treasury  82 

Halstead,  Mr.  of  New  Jersey,  speech  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment 167 

Harrison,  general  William  Henry,  diilner  to  him  at 
Massilon,  and  Mr.  Kirkum's  speech  and  his  reply  397 

Havanjm — the  departure^of  Tacon,  and  succession 
of  Espelita — subsidy,  &c.  355;  celebration  of  the  4ih 
July  by  the  American  residents  ib.;  conspiracy  at  385; 
an  account  of  revolt  at  401 

Hayne,  gen.  his  examinations  of  rail  roads,  &c.  369 

Hayli,  debt  to  France  80;  new  tariff  384 

Head,  sir  Francis,  the  language  of  the  Liverpool 
Chronicle  in  reference  to  210 

Health,  of  different  cities  384 

Heath,  James  P.  his  card  on  behalf  of  the  sufferers 
of  the  Pulaski  348 

Holland  and  Belgium—see  British  and  French  af- 
fairs. 

Hops,  quantity  of  raised  in  Massachusetts  43 


I. 

reiiioij— letter  of  A.  M.   Jenkins  declining  being  a 

candidate  for  governor  210;  elections  in  401 

Imports  and  exports  of  the  United  States  and  tonnage 

352 

Imprisonment  for  debt  in   Ohio,  abolished  80;  in 

Maryland  ii-;  resolution  in  Vermont  against  352 

Indiana — a  notice  of  rich  iron  ore  in  352;  elections  in 

401 
Indians — see  Florida;    number  of  3;   see  different 
tribes;  report  us  to  concert  of  action  among  401 

Indian  relics  mound  opened  in  Oliio  176 

Indian  treaties,  with  Chippewa,  Sioux  and  Winneba- 
goes  241 

Insanity — singular  case  of   persons    in   the  water, 
brought  on  by  firing  cannon  over  them  324 

Insurance  company,  the  New  York,  sale  of  its  pro- 
perty 402 
Interest,  a  decision  that,  computed  by  Rowlett's  tables 
was  usurious  389 
louxi—a  new  territory  erected  225;  population   ac- 
count of  339;  the  lands  called  Black  Hawk's  purchase 
to  be  offered  (or  sale                                 ^  403 
Iron,  imports  of  2;  resolutions  of  the  Kentucky  legis- 
lature ^0 
J. 
Jackson,  Andrew,  his  image  on  a  rock  114;  visit  to 
Nashville  129;  the  sacrament  administered              389 
Jamaica— duty  on  flour  at  112;  the  apprentice  system 
290;  proclamation  for  emancipation  in                      397 
Jenkins,  A.  M.  his  letter  declining  to  be  a  candidate 
for  governor  of  Illinois  and  making  known  his  senti- 
ments                                                                        210 
Jesup,  general,  his  arrival  at  Washington             209 
Johnson,  col.  Richard  M.  invitation  to  a  dinner  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  and  his  reply                         391 
K. 
A'en(uci-y— resolutions  of  the  legislatutie  relative   to 
the  currency  49;  concerning  the  iron  and  coal  trade 
50;  lands  disposed  of  193;  the  early  settlement  of  340; 
memoir  and  deatli  of  captain  Charles  Gatliff  356;  the 
elections  in                                                               .  "fOl 
Kneeland,  Abner,  tried  for  blasphemy   112;  petition 
for  the  release  of                                                         - 1" 
L. 
Lakes,  an  article  on  the  rise  of  waters  in  the 
Lake  Erie— rise  of  water  at  239;  steamboat  on,  char- 
tered for  United  Slates  service                                  289 
Law  cases — mandamus,  Kendall  postmaster  general 
vs.  Stockton  &,  Stokes  33;  point  raised  that  the  bank 
had  forfeited  its  charier  240;  against  a  steamboat  to  re- 
cover the  value  ofa  truuK,  left  on  board  one  night,  and 
lost  339;  case  of  insurance  for  average  loss,  &,c.  340; 
case  of  contempt,  JosiahBaily,  jr.  357;  relative   to  the 
appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the  circuit  court  of  Louisiana 
239,  373;  decision  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  at 
Natchez  that  interest  calculated  by  Rowlett's  tables  is 
usurious  389;  the  Presbyterian                                   397 
Lawler,  j\Ir.  of  Alabama,  death  of                         161 
Lcgget,  Wm.  letter  respecting  J.  W.  Webb  19 
Liberia — as  to  the  health  of                                      388 
Light  house,  examination  of  coast,  &,c  assigned  388 
Lightning,  the  damage  done  by,  on  July  20ih        356 
Limestone,  found  in  Genesee,  New  Y'ork             384 
Lobby  services,  the  amount  paid  for                       368 
Louisiana — veto  of  the  bank  bill  48;  bill  to  autho- 
rise lotteries  passed  SO;  relative  to  the  appointment  ofa 
clerk  to  the  circmt  court  of  239,  373;  the  result  of  the 
late  election                                                                321 
Lown,  Wm.  letter  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the 
George  Washington                                                  ^5 
Lynch,  heutenanl,  his  description  of  the  Great  Wes- 


346 


M. 


Mackerel  fishery,  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 

210 
Maelzel.  Mr.  notice  of  the  death  of  356 

Madstone,  for  the  cure  of  a  bite  of  the  mad  dog,  re- 
sorted to  416 
Mails,  not  received  1;  robbery  of  the  from  Columbus 
to  Toledo  3;  a  new  arrangement  between  Washington 
and  Philadelphia  178;  from  Toledo  to  Buffalo  destroy- 
ed by  tire  357 
Maine — see  boundary;  state  prison  of  4;  Edward  Ro- 
binson elected  a  member  of  congress  from  97;  election 
for  congress  209;  John  S.  Fairfield  nominated  for  go- 
vernor 290;  reply  of  governor  Fairfield  to  his  nomina- 
tion, relative  to  305;  nomination  of  Smith  for  governor 

337 
Mandamus  ease,  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general 
vs.  Stockton  &  Stokes  33;  motion  for   attachment  65; 
proceedings  81;  appropriation  for,  to  restore  a  clerk  in 
the  circuit  court  of  Louisiana  373 

Manifesto  of  the  administration  party  321 

Manufactures  of  Virginia,  an  account  of  the        323 
Marcy,  gov.  his  special  message  130 

Marine  disasters,  the  number  of  in  1838  144 

Marriage,  moral  effects  of  336,  368 

Marriot,  general  William  H.  nominated  for  congress 
from  Baltimore  1 12 

Martineau,  IVTiss,  a  retort  unon  276 

Marryail,  copt.  his  toast  at  Poronlo  176 

Marshall,  chief  justice — see  Wm.  SniiUi  and         210 
Maryland — amendments  to  constitution  and  guberna- 
torial districts  33;  banklaw  114;  remonstrance   against 
the  governor's  aj)pointmcnt  of  col.   Aberl  as  engineer 
321;  statement  ol  the  banks  of  322 

Mastodon,  discovery  of  a  skeleton  of,  at  Bucyrus, 
Ohio  405 

Mason,  James  M.  letter  from,  relative  to  misrepresen- 
tation -42 


Maulsliy,  general,  at  Havre  de  (Jrace,  his  requisition 
for  arms  to  quell  the  riots  2iG 

McKenan,  Francis  M.T.  declines  being  a  candidate 
for  coneress  289 

McKim,  the  hon.  Isaac,  death  of  81 

Medical  stafl^— see  army;  see  sura-eons. 
Mcjcico — arrival  of  French  lUet  48;  French  brigs  of 
war  at  128:  the  ultinintuni  of  tlii!  French  129;  corres- 
pondence iiiaiive  to  appointing  an  arbiter  in  the  cose 
of  difference  with  the  United  States  147;  pons  declar- 
ed under  blockade  IGl;  ofliciiil  account  of  the  blockade 
o(  the  puns  of  163;  manifestoof  the  president  of,  to  the 
nation  164;  vessels  ordered  off,  &c.  177;  terms  of  set- 
tlement 194;  extraordinary  power  given  to  the  president 
226;  French  squadron  239;  tho  Mexican  afiairs  ge-  " 
nerally  and  blockade  336;  ilie  report  of  the  cominiliee 
of  foreign  affairs  in  the  house  ol^  representatives  as  to 
our  relation  with  340;  items  of  news  relative  to  the 
blockade,  &c.  355;  extract  of  a  speech  from  the  pre- 
sident of  385;  minister  awaiting  for  power  to  settle  with 
the  United  States  387;  speech  of  president  Bustamente 

407 

Midshipmen,  examination  of  129;  list  of  (he  passed, 

274 

Military  academy  at  West  Point,  board  of  visiters  of 
193— see  West  Point. 

Militia  law,  notice  of  the,  reported  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives 194 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  whole  amountof  the  coin- 
age at  268 

Mississippi — now  election  ordered  49;  the  electionn 
for  coiicriss  161;  elections  in  193, 239;  oflicitd  statement 
of  the  338;  the  hunting  in  416 

Missouri — elections  in  401 

Money  matters,  grow  worse  129;  see  banks,  also  cr- 
changes;  at  New  York  193,  209 

Muntecideo.  defeat  of  the  national  army  401 

Mooers,  Benjamin,  a  revolutionary  patriot,  death  of^48 

Morris,  and  Hull,  commodores,  article  relative  to  404 

Moselle  steamboat,  the  destruction  of  the  145,  160, 

176 

Muhlenburg,  hon.  Henry  A.  minister  to  Austria,  sail- 
ed 129 

Munificent  bequests,  of  Kohne,  formerly  of  Charles- 
ton 338 

Murder  in  Arkonrns — an  account  of  the,  by  the 
speaker,  tc.  193,  258;  by  Stewart  at  Baltimore  275; 
of  Geo.  Collinson  Magnthv  321;  ofjudge  Dougherty  337 

Muskingum  river,  article  relative  to  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  403 

N. 

Natchez — cotton  trade  of  403;  the  vessel  "Natchez" 
built  at  Baltimore  arrives  at  Natchez  403 

Nantucket — early  reminiscence  of  23;  fire  at       239 

Naval — arrival  of  the  Shark  80;  destination  of^the  Co- 
lumbia 80,  81;  arrivalof  the  Falmouth  at  Valparaiso 
144;  hst  of  officers  of  the  Concord  i5.,-  correspondence 
relative  to  tlie  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports  163;  the 
ship  Columbia  goes  to  sea,  arrival  of  the  Fulton  176; 
letter  from  the  commander  olthe  Natchez  that  he  would 
convey  letters  to  Tampico  177;  the  Concord  at  Pcnsa- 
cola  t6.;  general  orders  242;  the  United  States  sloop  of 
war  Levant  at  Matanzas  321;  letter  from  commotjore 
Nicholson  on  board  the  United  Stales  ship  Indepen- 
dence 325;  promotions  in  the  ib.;  navy  orders  349; 
death  of  commodore  Rodders  353,  372;  arrival  of  the 
Constitution,  and  list  of  officers  354;  departure  of  the 
Porpoise  384;  old  Ironsides  ib.;  examination  of  coast 
for  light  houses  and  ofiicers  assigned  for  338;  commo- 
dore Barron  becomes  the  head  of  the  navy  and  com- 
modore Stewart  second  400;  commodore  Biddk;  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  asylum  at  Philadelphia  ib.;  see 
exploring  expedition;  an  arlKle  relative  to  com.  Morris 
and  Hull  404;  list  of  midshipman  passed  274;  general 
orders  274 

Naval  surseons,  the  list  of  approved  candidates  253 

Navy,  J.  K.  Paulding  appointed  secretary  of  the  257; 
see  naval. 

Navy  Island,  re-occupied  289 

Neapolitan  indemnity,  paid  in  Paris  in  gold  385 

Neutrality  bill,  appruved,  &.C.  33;  copy  of  the  bill  50 

Newspapers,  liabilities  of  those  who  take  48 

New  Grnnada,  internal  aflhirs  of,  &c.  387 

New  Hampshire— Mr.  Hill  re-elected  governor  49; 
number  of  votes  65;  Levi  Woodbury  nominated  as 
chief  justice  of  193;  meeting  and  organization  of  the 
legislature  256;  number  of^votes,  &.c.  258;  the  whig 
convention  273;  judge  Page  nominated  for  senator 
239;  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  thelegislaturc  of  321; 
disease  among  cattle  416 

New  Jersey — act  of  the  stale,  relative  to  punishment 
of  death  144 

New  Orleans,  the  health  of  400 

Neus  I'ori— governor  Marcy's  special  message  130; 
state  loan  taken  for  the  Erie  canal  177;  the  bank  law  in 
full  179;  auction  duties  389 

New  York  city — the  recorder  of  4;  mayoralty  of  48; 
Isaac  L.  Varian  nominated  for  mayor  80;  the  election 
97;  vote  for  mayor  1 13;  organization  of  the  new  board 
ol  common  council  161 

Niks'  National  Register,  editorial  notice  relative  to 
publishing  the  ioiu-nal  of  congress,  &c.  257 

North  Carolina — as  to,  the  draining  of  the  swamp 
lands  of  144;  hon.  John  Branch  run  for  governor  of  321; 
awakening  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement  ib.; 
election  in  337;  governor  Branch's  letter  acceptine  344; 
election  in  369,  401 

Northeastern  frontier — see  boundary. 

Northern  frontier — see  Canada;  see  boundary;  out- 
rage on  the  sir  Robert  Peel  224 

Notes — ^ee  treasury  notes;  see  banks. 


o. 

Offices  nnd  appropriations,  n  statement  of  those 
made  during  the  1st  and  2d  sessions  of  the  25ih  con- 
gress, by  the  clerk  of  the  house  408 

OAio— common  schools  4;  agricultural  wealth  of 
22;  imprisonment  for  debt  abolished  80;  the  whig  state 
convention  240;  wliig  convention,  resolution  of  the  321; 
the  canal  commerce  5°° 

Ohio  river— now  open,  &c.  4S;   unusually  low     384 

Ornithological  society,  a  notice  of  the  256 

r. 

Panama,  the  Chilian  blockake  of  Callao  and  other 
items  •>^, 

Parkins,  the  ex-sheriff  discharged  bl 

Patton,  honorable  John  M.  elected  a  member  of  the 
executive  council,  Virginia  49 

Patriois — see  Canada. 

Paulding,  J.  K.  appointed  secretary  of  the  navy  257 

Paupers,  relative  to  tlie  introduction  of  foreign      226 

Payne,  William  E.  noble  act  of  payment  by        400 

Penal  system  of  Pennsylvania,  the  advantages  of  the 

388 

Pennsylvania — nomination  of  David  R-  Porter  as 
governor  17;  copy  of  the  constitution  of  84;  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor  relative  to  resumption  305,  320; 
the  advantages  of  the  penal  sysiem  of  388 

Pennsylvania  hall— account  of  the  deslruction  of  195; 
excitement  241 

Pensions — circular  from  treasury  department  rela- 
tive to  payment  of  114;  a  staienientof  the  amounts  ap- 
propriated by  the  law  352 

Pensioners,  statement  of  the  number  of  352 

Peru — expedition  from  Chili  3 

Petersburg,  visited  by  an  awful  storm  304 

Philadelphia — destruction  of  Pennsylvania  hall  195; 
the  excitement  at  241;  account  of  the  museum  at    356 

Pickens,  Mr.  a  correction  ol  his  remarks  upon  the 
Texas  question  276 

Pierce,  Franklin,  letter  from,  relative  to  the  Cillev 
duel  54 

Piracy — committed  on  the  brig  Isabella  356;  reported 
by  the  brig  Ceylon  356 

Poinsett,  Mr.  secretary  of  war;  notice  of  indisposi- 
tion 81;  reply  to  an  invitation  to  a  dinner  at  Charles- 
ton 323 

Poland— ~edisy  access  to  the  emperor,  &c.      _       371 

Polk,  the  honorable  J.  K.  of  Tennessee,  tribute  of 
the  democratic  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  374 

Pork  trade,  in  Cincinnati  22 

Port-an-prince,  French  fleet  expected  3 

Porter,  commodore — expected  in  this  country  239,- 
his  arrival  at  Boston  321;  at  Cliester,  Pennsylvania  353 

Postmaster  general — see  mandamus. 

Pottawataraies,  a  council  of  the,  and  unwillingness 
to  go  west  387 

Prentiss,  Mr.  of  Miss,  to  attend  the  Webster  dinner 
321;  correspondence  with  the  whigs  of  Portland       391 

President  of  the  United  Stales — his  visit  to  the 
springs  321;  reception  at  Old  Point  Comfort  337;  his 
letter  decUning  to  attend  4th  of  July  dinner  at  Phila- 
delphia 347 

rreston,  William  C.  letter  from,  relative  to  Indian 
hostilities  243;  speech  on  the  treasury  note  bill  261; 
the  Richland  barbacue  to  359,  369,  392;  correspon- 
dence with  the  Halifax  whigs  392 

Prince  de  JoinviHe  and  suite,  arrive  at  Washingion 

193 

Promotions  in  the  British  army  and  navy,  account 
of  387 

Public  expenditures,  the  treasurer's  report  of  the 
amount  of,  for  each  year,  &c.  320 

Pulaski— the  loss  of  the  257,  259,  273,  278,  321,  348, 
368,  384,  416 

Punctuality,  J.  Q.  Adams'  opinion  of  193 

Punishment  of  deaih,  the  act  of  New  Jersev  relati 

to  144 

R. 

Rail  roads — wonderful  eflect  of  the  western,  in  case 
of  war  2;  subscription  of  Tennessee  to  the  Cincinnati 
and  Charleston  144;  safety  of  384;  tunnel  on  the  Ha 
risburg  and  Lancaster  completed  416 

Rathbun,  B.  a  notice  of  the  trial  of  323 

Raft  of  the  St.  Francis — an  account  of  the  23;  of 
Red  river,  cleared  away  144;  official  report  27(i 

Rating  vessels,  the  manner  of  240 

Red  river  raft— as  to  clearing  the  144;  official  report 

276 
Rfgister,  Nilcs'  National,  editorial  notice  relative  to 
publishing  the  journal  of  congress  and  the  laws       257 
Resumption— see  specie  pay meyit — letter  from  Nicho- 
las Biddlo  relative  to  226 
Revenue  of  1837,  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 
&C.  "65 

Revolutionary  relics,  the  names  of  those  in  the  p: 
cession  at  Troy,  New  York  323 

Rhode  IsUmd,  the  election  of  governor  in 
Rives,  Mr.  notice  of  his  speech  on  sub-treasury  33; 
speech  34 

Rochester,  lion.  William  B.  lost  in  the  Pulaski    275 
Rodgers,  commodore,  death  of  353;  the  funeral  of 

372 

Royal  William,  steam  ship,  arrival  of  the  337;  the 

ownership  of  368;  the  sailing  of  369;  account  of  (I: 

voyage  of.  372 

Rowlult's  tables,  a  decision  that  interest  calculated 

by,  WU8  usurious  3S9 

Rug"les,  Mr.— Mr.  Jones'  statement  relative  to  the 

patent  lock  6— see  congress — report  in  the  case  of    147 

Rumsey,  an  early .^jjcount  of  27; 

liussia—Mr.  BodiscWr  Ihe  minister  from  161— see 

BHiish  affairt,  and 


INDEX. 


Saint  Francis  river,  an  account  of  the  rafts  of       23 

Salt,  manufacture  of  in  New  York  22 

Saratoga  springs,  table  of  the  arrivals  and  departures 

400 

Scott,  general— on  his  way  to  Washington  49;  reso- 
lution of  Michigan  approving  of  his  conduct  ii.;  in 
Washington  81;  tribute  to,  hum  the  pen  of  colonel 
Worth  ib.;  communication  to  colonel  Hughes  87,  113; 
his  address  to  the  Cherokees  relative  to  their  removal 
210;  correspondence  relative  to  Cherokees  244;  his 
visit  to  the  north  postponed  385- see  Cherokees;  letter 
from,  to  governor  Gilmer  407 

Secretaries — see  under  congress. 

Secretary  of  state,  letter  from  relative  to  interposition 
to  save  D.  Theller  .  178 

Secretary  of  war,  correspondence  relative  to  Chero- 
kee treaty  245 

Segar  and  Savage,  adjustment  of  the  difference  be- 
tween 323;  correspondence  393 

Seminoles — see  Florida. 

Silk  manufactures,  circular  relative  to  duties  on  403 

Silk  culture— in  new  Jersey,  notice  of  the  321;  sale  at 
Westchester  352;  by  the  Messrs.  Chaneys  of  New 
Jersey  384 

Sioux  and  Chippewas — a  conflict  between  388 

Sirius  and  Great  Western' — see  steam  ships. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  steamboat — daring  outrage  on  the 
224,  226;  official  papers  relative  to  277;  the  money 
stolen,  &c.  regained  289 

Slade,  Mr.  a  reward  offered  by  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia for  a  letter  written  to  416 

Slave  case,  an  important  case  by  Mr.  Culbreth,  of 
Maryland,  against  Griscom  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Salem  for  rescuing  a  slave  144 

Slavery,  New  Hampshire  resolutions  postponed  321 

Smith,  William,  his  letter  relative  to  chief  justice 
Marshall,  &c.  210 

Smithsonian  legac}' — the  money  paid  258;  notice  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  receipt  of,  and  pro- 
posals for  investment  369 

South  Carolina,  resolutions  against  the  sub-treasury 

339 

Spain- — route  of  Beaza  and  Ubcda  49;  army  move- 
ments and  general  affairs  of  371 

Specie  circular  209 

Specie,  imports  and  exports  of  144;  amount  of,  in 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  177;  from  Mexico       275 

Specie  payments — resumption  of  22;  resolution  of 
nine  banks  of  Maine  23;  banks  of  Mississippi  ib.;  re- 
solution in  New  York  relative  to  33;  in  Boston  and 
New  Orleans  65 — see  banks  and  bank  convention — letter 
of  secretary  Woodbury  97;  notice  of  a  million  sent  out 
by  the  Barings  128;  letter  of  John  Barney  to  Mr.  Lor- 
nian,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore  relative  to 
165;  the  United  States  bank  not  about  to  resume  193; 
resumption  of,  by  the  banks  at  New  Orleans  273;  pro- 
clamation of  the  governor  relative  to  305,  320;  resump- 
tion of  337;  a  resumption  of  385 

Sieamboat— the  American  lost  65;  the  Black  Hawk 
lost  144;  the  loss  of  the  Moselle  145,  IGO;  the  outrage 
on  the  sir  Robert  Peel  which  see  224,  226;  the  loss  of 
the  Pulaski  and  dreadful  destruction  257,  259,  273;  the 
destruction  of  the  Washington  by  fire  259;  the  act  to 
render  safe  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against  explo- 
sion 347;  the  racing  of  388 

Steam  packet  ships — the  arrival  of  the  Sirius  and 
Great  Western  at  New  York  129;  dinner  on  board  of, 
and  departure  of,  the  Great  Western  161;  for  London 
and  Bristol  144;  number  of  the  321;  arrival  of  ihe 
Royal  William  337;  lieutenant  Lynch's  description  of 
the  Grat  Western  346:  notices  of  416 

Steam  navigation — an  account  of  Rumsey,  &c.  275; 
letler  from  London  relative  to  359;  benefits  of  the  At- 
lantic 384;  the  appHcation  of  steam  to  trading  ships 
389;  meeting  relative  to,  in  Philadelphia  402 

Stewart,  William,  the  parracide,  account  of        275 

Stock — ^sale  of  United  States  bank  97;  notice  of  the 
American,  held  abroad  322 

Sub-treasury  bill — see  congress — speech  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster 7;  New  York  legislature  resolutions  against  21; 
notice  of  its  passage,  &c.  65;  a  copy  of  it  as  passed  66; 
remarks  from  the  Globe  82;  the  supposed  vote  in  1835, 
ib.:  remarks  of  Mr.  Hall  of  Vermont  *.;  Mr.  Webster's 
speech  on  88;  Mr.  Tallmadge's  letter  to  recorder  Riker 
100;  Mr.  Calhoun's  speech  180;  Connecticut  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  241;  notice  of  its  rejection  in  the 
house  273;  resolution  of  South  Carohna  legislature  in 
favor  of  339 

Supreme  court,  rule  term  in  August  354 

Sui-geons — the  list  of  approved  naval  253;  army  404; 
see  army. 

Swamp  lands  of  North  Carolina,  cost  of  draining 
the  144 

System  of  defence — see  fortifications  under  congres- 


!  head. 


T. 


Tacks,  the  manufacture  of  240 

Talleyrand,  notice  of  the  death  of  257 

Talhnadge,  Mr.  of  New  York— remarks  in  defence 
of  the  people  against  the  charge  of  bank  influence  23; 
his  letter  to  recorder  Riker  giving  his  opinion  of  the 
sub-treasury  100;  always  opposed  to  the  expunoin" 
resolution  177 

Tfiu,?- resolution  of  New  York  relative  to  the  ad- 
mission of  112;  intercourse  with  New  Orleans  ib.;  ob- 
servation relative  to  admission  114;  the  resolution 
passed  for  their  withdrawal  of  application  for  annexa- 
tion to  the  United  Stales  161;  rejected  in  the  Texan 
senate  193;  general  Hunt,  the  Texan  minister  leaves  16.; 
the  president  declines  executing  land  patents  219;  the 


amount  of  the  New  Orleans  trade  with  240;  colonel 
Hockley  appointed  secretary  of  war  of  320;  ratification 
of  the  convention  between  the  United  Stales  and  321; 
its  treaty  with  France  ib.;  Peter  W.  Grayson  appointed 
minister  from  323;  items  from  ib.;  proclamation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  and  a  trealy  with       324 

Thanksgiving,  the  proclamation  for,  by  the  governor 
of  Bassa  Cove  339 

'Theller,  Dr.  interposition  to  save  the  life  of,  and 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  stale  178 

Thompson,  Waddy,  letter  from  to  the  editor  of  the 
Pendleton  Messenger  relative  to  his  sentiments  277; 
reply  to  invitation  to  the  Preston  barbacue  392 

Thompsonian — trial  of  Richard  K.  Frost  for  man- 
slaughter 144 

Thornton,  James  B.  United  Stales  charge  d'affairs 
at  Peru,  notice  of  the  death  of  178 

Tolls — see  canals,  &c. 

"Tonnage  of  the  United  Slates,  statement  of  the    352 

Tornado,  at  Baltimore  193 

Trade,  statements  from  various  papers  relative  to  the 
state  of  353 

'Travelling,  astonishing  despatch  in  176;  the  number 
and  expense  of  those  travelhng  from  south  to  north  321; 
expeditious  travelling  400 

Treasury — report  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  the  state  of  83;  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
the,  as  to  the  state  of  the  treasury  100;  requires  imme- 
diate aid  to  sustain  it  161;  circular  after  repeal  of  specie 
circular  209;  effect  thereof  225;  circular  to  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  money  387;  letters  from  relative 
to  duties  on  silks  403;  see  congress. 

1'reasury  notes — amount  of  1, 209;  report  of  treasury 
relative  to  80;  monthly  statement  81;  statement  of  the 
145;  forged  treas'iry  notes  ib.;  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
issuing  of,  passed  177, 193;  speech  of  Mr.  Preston  261; 
the  amount  issued  289;  statement  of  353 

Treaty  with  the  Sioux,  Chippewa  and  Winnebago 
Indians,  notice  of  a  241 

Trenton,  the  great  military  encampment  at  256 

Trinidad — insurrection  at  48 

Tunnel,  on  the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  rail  road 
completed  416 

Turkey  and  Egypt — see  British  affairs;  great  fire  at 
Grand  Cairo,  &-c.  &c.  371 

Turney,  Mr.  relative  to  rencontre  with  Mr.  Bell   259 

Tyler,  John,  letter  from,  to  the  editors  of  the  Whig 

17S 
U. 

Underwood,  Mr.  relative  to  maj.  Cross' accounts  243 

Unenviable  situation,  a  workman  suspended  3 

V. 

Valley  creek  bridge  destroyed  by  fire  144 

Veazy,  gov.  in  Washington,  &.c.  81 

Venezuela — flattering  representation  of  the  finances 

401 

Verplank,  Gulian,  reminiscence  by  him,  at  a  dinner 
on  board  the  Great  Western  416 

Vessels,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  rated        240 

Virginia — banks  3;  appropriation  bill  passed  80;  the 
majority  of  whigs  appointed  to  the  legislature  145;  no- 
tice of  the  congressional  elections  161;  elections  177; 
the  Virginia  loan  taken  193;  resolution  of  the  Virginia 
commercial  convention  257;  the  manufactures  of  323 
W. 

Washington  city — mortality  of  112,  256;  lithographic 
view  of,  noticed  -  289 

Washington,  life  guard  of  23;  colossal  statue  of  321; 
statue  by  Greenough  333 

Washington  monument,  donation  of  a  lot  of  ground 
for  the  390 

Washington  steamboat,  destruction  by  fire  259;  let- 
ter of  William  Lown  relative  to  355 

Webb,  J.  W.— see  Cilley. 

Webster,  Daniel,  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  7, 
88;  concluded  100;  his  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun 
132;  rumor  that  he  would  withdraw  as  a  candidate  for 
presidency  321;  invitation  to  a  dinner  at  N.  York   323 

Weslevaii  missionary  society,  large  collection      336 

West  Point — fire  at  7;  visiters  of  the  military  acade- 
my 193;  the  graduates  of,  ordered  to  the  Cherokee 
country  289;  favorable  report  of  the  board  of  visiters 
321;  the  report  of  the  board  348,356 

Whig  national  convention,  notice  from  the  National 
Intelligencer  as  to  the  meeting  of  the  178 

White,  judge,  his  speech  upon  the  sub-treasury  bill 
169;  upon  the  issue  of^  bills,  notes,  &,c.  by  expired  cor- 
porations 247;  dinner  at  Nashville  406 

White,  Richard  H.  notice  of  his  trial  for  setting  fire  , 
to  the  treasury  buildings  240;  acquittal  of  241 

Willis,  N.  P.  law  suit  against  Miss  Clifton  144 

Wines,  sale  of  famous  Dy  Mr.  Thomas  &  Son,  Phi- 
ladelphia 276 

Wingate,  judge,  death  and  notice  of  48 

Wisconsin — Madison  the  seat  of  government  of  321; 
population  and  some  account  of  339 

Wise,  Henry  A.  address  from,  to  his  constituents  52; 
tendered  a  public  dinner  at  Petersburg,  the  correspon- 
dence 391;  correspr.ndence  relative  to  the  afliiirs  of 
Messrs.  Segar  and  Savage  394;  see  congress. 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  of  Ohio,  declines  being  a  candi- 
date for  re-election,  &c.  337 

Woodbury,  the  hon.  Levi,  nominated  as  chief  justice 
of  the  superior  court  of  New  Hampshire  193;  declined 
the  office  322 

Wool,  gen.  on  the  northeastern  fronUer  selecting 
sites  305 

Woulsey,  com.  Melancthon,  a  distinguished  naval  of- 
ficer, notice  of  the  death  of  193;  his  biography        211 

Worth,  col.  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  new  re- 
giment for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  35S 
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OC^The  present  sheet  contains  Mr.  \Veb»tei"s 
brief  .speech,  made  on  the  31st  of  January,  against 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

{!CJ-.\djutant  5en"r\I  Jones,  who  recently  suffered 
a  severe  injury  by  the  falling  of  his  horse,  has  so 
far  recovered  a3  to  be  able  to  attend  to  his  duties. 

Ccf-Mr.  Preston  vcsnmed  his  seat  in  the  house  on 
Thursday  last,  as  ili.l  Mr.  Clmj,  who  had  been  ab- 
sent for  severil  du's  in  consequence  of  indispo^ii- 
tion.  Mr.  Vnil,  of  New  York,  who  had  also  been 
confined  to  bis  room  for  several  days  by  illticss, 
appeared  in  his  seat  in  the  house  on  the  same  day. 

Ocj-The  "Globi!"  states  that  the  president's  draw- 
ing room  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight  o'clock. 

Ct3-.i  duel  was  fought  with  rifles,  near  this  city, 
on  Saturday  last,  between  the  lion.  Jnnat/mn  Cillcy, 
a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  the 
state  of  Maine,  and  the  lion.  William  J.  Graves,  a 
member  of  the  sam?  boily  fro.-n  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  result"cl  in  the  death  of  the  lornier 
on  the  third  fire.  The  particulars  of  this  most 
melancholy  occurrence  will  be  found  in  a  subsc-  [  ter  date  two  mails  were  received.     The  reason  as- 


It  is  also  rumored  th.it  there  li.i.l  been  a  bailie  at 
Maiden,  and  that  that  town  and  all  the  military 
stores  of  the  British  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  patriots. 

The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  23d  Februriry  sai/f — 

From  Detroit  we  have  papers  of  the  I!)th.     Not 

a  word  touching  any  movement  of  the  patriots  in 

that  quarter.     The  story  of  crossing  and  fighting  is 

therelbre  a  hoax. 

Treasury  departmext,  March  1st,  18;!,S. 
The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  date,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  12th  of 
October,  1S37,  amount  to  f(),.51S,9fi4  C5. 

It  appears,  by  the  returns  made  up  to  the  same 
period,  that  there  has  been  received  for  duties  and 
lands,  and  in   payment  of  debts,  about  .«2, 130,250. 
LEVI   WOODBURY, 
Secrelanj  of  the  treasury. 

Post  office  depart.ment,  il7«rc/(  1,  1.S38. 
From  the  mail  registers  received  at  the  post 
uttice  department,  from  the  postmaster  at  Uawkins- 
ville,  Ga.  on  the  Florida  line,  it  appears  that  no 
mails  fiom  the  south  were  received  at  that  ollice 
between  the  8th  and   17lh  Februarv,  at  which  lat- 


signed  is  "high  creeks.'' 

Florida  Indians.  It  is  stated  in  the  Charles- 
Courier  that  the  Indian  prisoners  who  have  for 
some  time  past  been  in  confinement  at  fort  Moul- 
trie, were  to  have  left  Charleston  on  Friday  the  22d 
for  New  Orleans,  on  their  way  to  the  far  west,  in  the 
brig  Homer.  The  chiefs  were  embarked  on  Thurs- 
day morning.  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  of  the  U.  S. 
marines,  hail  them  in  charge. 

Fro.m  Florida.  The  "  Globe"  of  Thursday 
night  contains  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  a  highly  respectable  officer  of  the  army  to  a 
member  of  the  senate,  dated 

"Fort  Bassinger,  Feb.  S.  1833. 

"So  much  for  myself.  Now,  sir,  1  will  give  you 
a  few  lines  relative  to  Florida  and  the  Indians. 

"We  (col.  Taylor's  army)  have  just  returned 
from  the  everglades.  They  may  be  said  to  com- 
mence about  40  or  50  miles  southeast  of  this  place, 
and  are  on  the  south  side  of  lake  Oak-o-cbobee. 

"The  everglades  are  what  we,  at  the  northwest, 
term  a  wet  prairie.  It  is  a  large  wet  prairie,  or 
grassy  lake,  of  which  the  Indians  and  negroes  know 
but  little,  and  where  they  cannot  live  a  month  with- 
out great  suffering. 

"We  saw  but  few  Indians,  and  they  fled  rapidly. 
We  took  about  sixty  horses,  and  ascertained  that 
their  cattle  were  exhausted.  Col.  Taylor  has  taken 
from  them,  since  his  light,  about  six  hundred  head. 
We  found,  on  our  last  excursion,  but  few  cattle 
tracks,  and  only  two  cows  were  taken.  The  In- 
dians are  suffering  for  food;  in  all  their  camps  we 
found  they  had  subsisted  on  palmetto  roots  and  the 
cabbage-tree,  which  is  never  eaten  by  them  except 
when  hard  run. 

"One  hundred  and  thirty  Indians  and  negroes 
have  come  in  since  the  fight,  and  they  say  many 
mure  will  come  in  soon;  that  they  are  tired  of  the 
war  and  hungry.  «  »  »  . 

"Florida  is,  generally,  a  poor,  sandy  country. 
The  southern  portion  is  nearly  all  prairie,  wet  and 
dry  allernately,  healthy  in  winter,  sickly  in  sum- 
mer. Not  more  than  one-tenth,  at  the  utmost,  of 
Florida,  is  fit  for  cultivation,  and  I  would  not  give 
one  good  township  of  land,  in  Illinois  or  Michigan, 
for  every  foot  of  land  in  east  Florida. 

"The  Indian  prisoners  now  admit  that  they  lost 
tweni}'  killed  on  the  ground,  and  a  great  many 
wounded,  in  the  fight  with  col.  Taylor.  They  bad 
a  strong  position,  and  fought  well,  but  were  terri- 
bly whipped,  and  have  never  returned  near  the 
ground  since." 

appointments  by  the  president. 
By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
Robert   M.    Hamilton,    of  Baltimore,  consul   at 
Montevideo,  in  the  Oriental  Republic   Uruguay. 
Henry  P.  il/ursAnW  consul  at  Muscat,  in  the  do- 
pre[iarations  for  the  attack;  but  owing  to  the  small  '  minions  of  the  Imauin  of  Muscat, 
force,  and  some  difiicully  witli  gen.  Van   Kensel-  '      George  B.   Todson  to   be   consul  of  the    United 
her,    th.-y   returned    to  the  Creek  and  Jisjindcd.  {  Slates  for  the   port  of  Altona,  in  the   Kingdom  of 
The  whole  force  did  not  exceed  200  or  230  men.      '  Denmark.  ' 
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quent  page 

0.1  Tuesdiy  last  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
were  attended  to  the  grave  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  heads  of  departments,  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houses  of  congress  and  a  vast  as- 
sembly of  citizens. 

It  is  stated  th.it  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
now  in  session,  were  invited  to  attend  the  funeral, 
but  resolved  not  to  do  so,  as  an  evidence  of  their 
reprobation  of  a  practice  more  characteristic  of  a 
birbiric  age,  than  one  in  which  all  profess  regard 
for  humanity  and  the  laws. 

Congressional.  The  procoedinjis  of  t!ie  sen- 
ate and  house  of  representatives  on  Thursday,  are 
inserted  in  the  last  page.  In  the  sen.ite  yesterday, 
after  some  unimportant  business,  Mr.  Prentiss, 
a;;reeably  to  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
giving  or  receii'ing  a  challenge  within  this  District 
to  fight  a  duel,  and  for  the  presentment  thereof, 
w'lich  was  reai  twice  by  general  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  co.nmitlee  on  the  judiciary. 

[This  bill  indicts  the  punishment  of  death  on  all 
concerned  in  a  duel  which  results  in  death;  from 
five  to  ten  years'  confinement  in  the  penitentiary 
on  all  concerned  in  giving orreceiving  a  challenge; 
and  from  three  to  seven  years  for  assault,  defama- 
tion, or  abuse,  for  refusing  a  challenge.] 

In  the  house,  yesterd.iv,  Mr.  Grenncl  and  Mr. 
GrantlanJ  were  announced  to  have  been  appointed 
members  of  the  select  committee  to  examine  and 
report  the  cau^e  of  Mr.  alley's  death,  he.  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Bris:';s  and  Mr.  Harrison,  excused. 

After  a  number  of  committees  had  made  reports, 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  for  the  preservation  of  our  neutral  relations, 
came  up  in  order,  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Howrird,  Underwood,  McKay,  Fillmore,  Holsey, 
Everett,  Robertson,  Patlon,  Menefee,  Lsgare,  and 
Maxwell. 

Several  amendments  were  offered,  and  rejected. 
Pending  the  question  upon  an  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia, 

Mr.  Cushmnn  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  8:5  to  41,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  P.Hrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading  this  day  by  a  vote  of  130  yeas  to  45  nays. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
relumed  lo  the  seinte  f)r  its  concurrence  in  the 
ameiidmenls.     Particulars  in  our  next. 

From  Can-ao.v.  In  addition  to  the  intelligence 
fro'ii  Canada  inserted  in  page  7,  we  have  seen  it 
stated  that  the  patriot  forces  were  concentrated  at 
French  creek,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Watertown  N.  Y.  with  the  view  of  at- 
tacking Kinjston.  But  we  learn  by  the  i.nail  of 
yesterday,  that  they  went  from  French  creek  to 
Hickory  island    with  the  vi-w  of  making  further 


Francis  //.  (Gregory,  to  be  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
from  the  3Ist  January,  18:i-t. 

Samuel  IV.  Doivnini;,  lu  be  a  commander  in  the 
navy,  from  the  23d  September,  1S37. 

Benjamin  Macombcr,  to  be  a  captain  in  the  marine 
corps,  from  the  181h  January,  1833. 

.Irchibald  H.  Gillespie,  to  be  a  first  lieutenant  in 
the  marine  corps,  from  the  ISth  January,  1838. 

(I'hi.  Chandler  and  John  .1.  Rass,  to  be  lieuten- 
ants in  the  navy  from  the  23d  Se|)tcmber,  1837. 

.dustin  ir.  allien,  of  Louis'  .:ia,  to  be  a  second 
lieutenant  in  the  maiine  corps,  from  the  loth  of 
February,  1838. 

Horatio  Bridge,  of  Maine,  to  be  a  purser  in  the 
navy  from  tlie  Ilith  February.  1838. 

Joseph  IF.  Dwycr,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  a  purser 
in  the  navy  from  the  20lh  of  February,  1838. 

Dunscomb  Bradford,  of  New  York,  vice  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and 

George  Wolf,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st  of  March, 
1838. 

James  Los;an,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  agent  for  the 
Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  vice  J.  W.  A.  Sanlbrd,  re- 
signed. 

Wusliin!(ton  G.  Singleton,  to  be  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Vircinia. 

Richard  W.  Gcecnc,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  lor  the  district  of  Rhode  Island. 

COLLECTORS    OF    THE    CUSTOMS. 

Martin  T.  Morton,  Nantucket,  Mass.  from  Janu- 
ary 28,  1838. 

Mahlon  D.  Caofield,  Great  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J. 
fioni  Januarv  28,  1838. 

.Irchibald'  W.  Hyde,  Burlington,  Vf.  from  Fe- 
bruary 15,  1838. 

Henry  Whitely,  Wilmington,  Del.  from  February 
16,  18.38. 

Geore^e  Brent,  Alexandria,  D.  C.  from  February 
16,  1838.  ,  ^ 

Peter  Dtcey,  Marblehead,  Mass.  from  February 

19,  1838. 

John  P.  Norton,  Edgarlown,  Mass.  from  Fe- 
bruary 19,  18.38. 

Thomas  H.  Blount,  Washington,  N.  C.  from  Fe- 
bruary 19,  1838. 

Thomas  Tamer,  Georgetown,  D.  C.  from  March 
1,  1838. 

Jesse  Hoyl.  New  York,  from  March  29,  18.38 

George  Holt,  Cherry  Stone,  Va.  from  February 
6,  1838. 

Denny  McCobb,  Waldoboi'o,  Me.  from  February 

20,  1838. 

Samuel  Learned,  Pearl  River,  Mi.  from  January 
31,  1S.38. 

SURVEYORS. 

William  Durand,  jr.  New  Haven,  Ct.  January 
16,  183S. 

Jllphonso  Mason,  Gloucester,  Mass.  from  January 
29,  1838. 

J.  G.  Mauncy,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  from  Jan- 
uary 29,  1838. 

William  Gray,  Port  Royal,  Va.  from  29th  Janu- 
ary,  1838. 

R.  G.  Greene,  Portland  Me,  from  February  15, 
1838. 

John  McNeil  Boston,  Mass.  from  February  29, 
IS38. 

George  W.  Riter,  Philadelphia,  from  March  23, 
18.38. 

Marcus  C.  Ryan,  Windsor,  N.  C.  from  January 
31,  18.38. 


Samuel  Brown,  Providence,  R.I.  from  January 
29,  1838. 

John  Horn,  Philadelphia,  from  March  23,  1838. 

Daniel  Sherwood,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  from  Fe- 
bruary 22,  1838. 

APPRAISER. 

Henry  Simpson,  Philadelphia,  from  Februarv  23 
1838. 

REGISTER    OF   THE    LAND    OFFICE. 

Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Mi.  from  Febru- 
ary 23,  1S38. 

RECEIVERS    OF     PUBLIC    MONEYS. 

Benjamin  R.  Gantt,  Opelousas,  La.  from  Janu- 
ary  24,  18.33. 

Henry  Smith,  Vandalia,  III.  from  January  81, 
1833. 
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The  rates  of  excliange  b.tweeii  |  meanor  and  criminal  neglect  of  duty.  They  were 
jther  cities  are  thus  noticed  in  the  arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $2,000  each. 
Tht-se  banks  lonnd  their  ruin  in  becoming  the 
dupes  of  the  f^overnujent  in  receiviji^  the  deposites 
that  were  unjustly  wrested  from  the  United  States 
bank.  [A^.   ¥.  Express. 

Flour  i.v  Baltimore.  The  inspections  of  Hour 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  several  quaiters  of  1837,  were 
as  follow: 

flonr.  rye  flour,  corn 
hf.  bbls.     bbls.     hhds 
3,157 
2,093 
4,984 
4,543 


2  a3 
4}  a  5 

3  a  3i 
2i  a3| 
6"  a  7 
2J  a  34 
12  a  15 
15  a  13 
6  a7 
9    a  10 


We  pub- 


Loans  and  di; 

Specie,  ^ 

Circulation, 

Due  canal  fund, 
"Stale  treasurer, 
"U.  S.  treasurer, 
"I lid.  Depositors 

Prohls, 


ts, 


EXCHAMGE 

New  York  and  other  cities  are 
Express  of  Saturday; 

Bostjn,  .         .         -         - 

Philadelphia,    - 

Baltimore,  -        -        - 

Richmond, 

Charleston,  .         -         - 

Cincinnati,       -        -         - 

Augusta, 

Savannah, 

Mobile,        .  -         .         - 

New  Orleans, 

Nashville, 

Natchez,  ... 

Louisville, 

St.  Louis, 

Banks  ok  the  state  ok  new  ■ 
lish  the  monthly  return  of  the  hanks  of  this  state 
to  the  1st  of  Feb.  inst.  It  has  been  delayed,  una- 
voidably,  tor  a  few  days.  A  comparison  with 
precefling  reports,  presents  the  following  results. 
We  extend  the  comparison  to  December,  because 
the  return  to  the  1st  January,  being  the  annual  re- 
port, was  not  the  usual  Ibrm  of  the  monthly  returns, 
and  not  convenient  for  this  purpose. 

June  1.  Dec.  1.  Feb.  1. 
04,391,299  54,809,.505  53,333  851 
2,802,313  3,482,620  3,949,332 
14,040.493  13,903,893  11,545.840 
3,052,588  2,893,464  3,249.730 
3,152,960  214,391  147;572 
1,143,389  194,133  199.442 
14,100,930  16,100,930  14,950,163 
6,329,726  7,210,870  8,010,450 
The  above  statements  show  a  diminution  of  loans 
and  discounts,  since  the  1st  of  December  (two 
months)  of  $1,425,()51;  an  increase  of  specie  of 
$466,712;  a  diminished  circulation  of  $2,363,043; 
an  increase  of  the  canal  fund  deposites  of  $356,- 
266;  a  decrease  of  the  state  treasurer's  deposite  of 
$06,819;  an  increase  of  the  U.  S.  deposite  of  $3,- 
299;  and  a  decrease  of  individual  deposites  of  $1,- 
150,767. 

[.Albany  ^rgus. 

Commonwealth  bank,  Boston.  The  inves- 
tigating committee  of  the  Massachusetts  legisla- 
ture have  at  length  reported  on  the  condition  of  the 
CommoreWealtK  bank.  They  disclose  a  state  of 
things  disgraceful  and  corrupt  almost  beyond  belief, 
and  fully  establish  the  heaviest  charges  that  have 
ever  been  made  against  the  persons  implicated  in 
the  transactions  of  the  bank.  The  loans  to  four  or 
five  individuals  only,  exceed  the  whole  capital  stock 
of  the  bank  *««».» 

The  manner  in  which  the  poor  pensioners  and 
fishermen  were  defrauded  of  their  dues  is  now  fully 
explained.  The  reportshovvs  that  the  bank  receiv- 
ed in  January  last  $14,022  in  treasury  notes,  pari 
of  which  were  sold  for  account  of  the  bunk.  Another 
batch  of  treasury  notes  amounting  to  $85,200  was 
received  soon  alter,  and  these  too  were  sold.  Trea- 
sury notes  at  that  time  were  at  a  premium  in  Bos- 
ton— these  notes  were  sold — the  premium  pocketed 
by  the  bank  or  somebody  else,  and  the  fishermen 
and  pensioners  paid  in  the  worthless  rags  of  the 
bank.  Only  two  or  three  days  before  the  bank  fail- 
ed, these  claimants  on  the  governinent  were  refus- 
ed specie  or  treasury  notes,  and  forced  to  take  the 
bank  bills,  when  the  collector,  who  paid  them  out 
must  have  knosvn  that  the  bank  must  fail.  The 
affairs  of  the  bank  appearto  have  been  managed  by 
three  of  the  directors,  who  managed  to  use  up  all 
the  funds  and  defraud  the  public  of  an  immense 
sum  of  money. 

The  amount  due  to  the  government  from  the  bank 
is  .$337,625  29,  as  security  lor  parts  of  which  the 
district  attorney,  who  was  also  a  director,  holds 
the  notes  of  several  of  the  other  directors  to  the 
amount  of  $42,420.  The  total  liabilities  of  the 
bank  are  $1,149,200.  The  circulation  in  post 
notes  and  bank  bills  is  $370,452.  The  assets  are, 
specie,  $29,684.  Stocks-most  of  which  are 
valueless — .$23,456.     Balance  due  from   city  and 

Middlesex    banks,    the   last    broken.    .$'145,2.56, 

from  other  banks,  $30,000.  Due  from  directors 
$630,233,— ami  from  various  individual.''  ai:il  com- 

?anins,  most  r.f  whom  h.ive  failed  a'lout  .#350,000. 
t  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  individuals, 
who  liavo  so  grossly  ibdVauiled  the  community  auri 
the  government,  and  •squandered  the  money  of  in- 
nocent stockholders,  and  wronged  the  neetly  pen- 
sioners and  fishermen  ol  the  bounty  of  the  govern 
menl  are  the  particular  friends  of  the  administration 
in  Massachusetts. 

The  Boston  papers  slate  that  Joshua  Dunham  and 
five  others,  directors  of  the  Fratiklin  bank,  have 
been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  official  misde- 


1837 

Ist  quarter 
2d     do. 
3d     do. 
4th   do. 


wheat, 
bbls. 
94,954 
81,622 
100,808 
114,292 


4,614 
4,134 
1,751 
5,328 


160 
345 

263 


meal, 
bbls. 
1193 
2107 
2111 
2957 


Total,         391,676     14,777    15,877     800      8373 
We  subjoin  the  inspections  lor  the  preceding 
seven  years: 


Inspection  ofwheatflour  i 

I  Baltimore. 

Years 

bbls.            half  bbls. 

total  in  bbls 

13:30, 

537,875             19,859 

597,804 

1831, 

544,373            21, .537 

555,141 

1332, 

518,674             17,544 

527,446 

1S33, 

324,620             18,072 

533656 

1334, 

480,733              17,261 

439,365 

1835, 

516,600             21,333 

527,266 

1836, 

393,924              13,593 

400,720 

Imports  of  iron.     We  copy  the  following  com 
parative  statement  of  importations  from  Great  Bri- 
tain into  the  United  States,  for  the  months  of  Oc- 
tober 1836  and  1837.     It  shows  a  great  falling  off 
for  1837. 

1836,  1837. 

Bar  iron,    tons,  1439  181 

Hoop  do.  89  20 

Pig  do.  788  188 

Sheet         do.  '457  163 

Hardware  and  hollow  ware    £85,553  11,210 

Rail  road  iron  tons,  1669  65 

Linens — packages,  2792 


PRICE    OF    FLOOR    AT    THE    LATEST    D.1TES. 


Cottons,       do. 
Coal,  tons. 

Carpeting — bales. 


2228 

3050 

167 


262 
344 
1341 


New  York  city 
Houston  (Texas) 
Apalachicola,  Florida  - 
St.Josephs  (western) 

Do.    -  (northern) 

New  Orleans     - 
Mobile 

Savannah,  Geo. 
Columbus  (western) 

Do.     -  (northern) 

Charleston 
Fayetteville,  N   C. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Elizabeth  city 
Louisville,  Ky. 
St.  Louis 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Chilicothe 
Dayton 
Lynchburg 
Fredericksburg 
Norfolk,  Va.     - 
Petersburg 
Richmond 
Pittsburg 
Troy,  N.  Y.      . 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Baltimore 
Erie,  Pa. 
Philadelphia 
Alexandria 
Wilminglnn  Del. 
Halifax,  N.  S. 
Boston 
Poitland,  Me. 


$8  25  a  8  50 
30  00  ffi  

11  25  a  12  59 

12  00  a  15  00 
14  00  a.  15  00 

6  50  a     6  75 

8  00  a 

9  50  a 

11  00  a  12  00 
14  00  a  15  00 
10  00  a  

5  00  a     7  00 

10  00  a  11   50 

11  00  a  12  00 
5  5  a  6  00 
8  00  a 
5  00  a 
5  75  a 
5  01)  a 
4  50  a 


8  50 


6  00 

5  25 

4  62 

6  00 

7  25 

8  25 

8  00 

9  00 

5  00 


50 


5  50  a 

7  12  a 

8  00  a 

7  50  a 

8  25  a 
—  —  a 

8  25  ra 

9  50  a  10  00 
8  00  a  9  00 

S  00  n 

7  50  a  7  75 

7  50  a  8  00 

a     7  75 

10  00  a   11  00 

S  37  a     8  50 

8  00  a  8  37 


Wonderful  effects  of  the  western  r.\il 
koad  in  case  of  war.  This  great  state  rail  road 
with  its  numerous  branches,  will,  in  case  of  war, 
enable  us  to  concentrate,  as  if  by  enchantment,  the 
whole  force  of  the  state,  and  of  the  neighboring 
states,  and  even  the  force  of  distant  states,  upon 
any  part  of  the  territory  of  Massachusetts.  In  con- 
nection with  a  steam-battery,  playing  inside  of 
cape  Cod,  and  another  steam-battery  in  Narragan- 
settbay,  the  waters  of  Massachussets  and  the  lands 
of  Massachusetts  will  then  present  the  defeat  of  an 
enemy  as  the  inevitable  result  of  any  attack.  This 
will  be  so  clear  to  the  eye  of  any  military  or  naval 
commander,  as  to  amount  to  an  absolute  order  by 
such  commander,  to  himself,  not  to  attack  a  people, 
thus  made  impregnable,  by  the  mighty  power  of 
steam,  to  the  mighty  power  ofthe  mind. 

In  time  of  profound  peace,  it  is  the  part  of  wis- 
dom to  ]ilace  the  state  in  readiness  to  disarm  war  of 
its  power  of  mischief  It  is  never  worth  while  to 
lull  ourselves  into  a  false  security — more  especially 
while  the  sceptre  of  the  most  formidable  naval  j>ow- 
er  is  field  by  a  woman,  who,  in  the  freaks  of  love, 
may,  perchance,  bestow  her  affections  upon  some 
ambitious  Ca?sar,  or  on  some  mischievous  man  and  lui  > 
iiresponsible  favorite.  History  is  full  of  warnings,  I  Hen 
to  this  purpose.  And  we  have,  moreover,  on  our 
very  frontiers,  both  in  Texas  and  in  the  Canadas,  a 
magazine  of  powder,  to  which  the  indescretion  of 
our  own  or  their  citizens  may  yet  apply  the  m.atch 
at  any  moment. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  cotton  was  6  ctnts  per 
pound  in  New  Orleans,  and  40  cents  in  Massachu- 
setts. Louisiana  sugar  was  worth  3  cents  in  New 
Orleans,  and  30  cents  in  Boston.  Flour,  then  worth 
$2  a  barrel  in  the  western  country,  did  sell  for  .$16 
in  Mas'sachusetts.  Make  the  western  rail  road,  and 
1  a  2  cents  per  pound,  for  the  expense  of  transpor- 
fation,  will  give  you  the  command  of  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  west  and  of  the  south  west,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  them  just  as  much  in  time  of  war,  as 
if  it  were  a  time  of  profound  peace — and  the  seven- 
ty millions  annual  amount  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  state  will  find  in  the  <;reat  west  even  a  better 
market,  than  in  time  of  nninterrupti'd  peace.  And 
our  bay  fisheries  will  still  enable  us  (although  we 
be  at  war)  to  supply  upwards  of  ^ix  millions  of 
people  v\'ith  fresh  aiid  salted  and  pickled  fish,  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions  of  dollars. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  our  whole  sea  coast  was 
held  in  continual  terror.  Adopt  the  present  plan 
and  the  security  of  Massachusetts  will  be  complete, 
with  out  any  cost  of  blood  or  treasury. 

[Boston  Jovrnal. 


The  supply  of  flour.  The  following  arti- 
cle, from  tlie  Louisville  advertiser  of  the  13th  inst. 
is  not  without  interest. 

The  siippli/  of  flour.  A  business  man  of  this  city 
makes  the  following  remarks  in  reply  to  a  very 
lengthy  article  that  recently  appeared  in  the  Balti- 
more American,  purporting  to  be  an  estimate  of 
the  quantity  of  flour  on  hand  in  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  January  last: 

"By  whatever  motive  the  writer  of  that  state- 
ment may  have  been  influenced,  I  care  not;  but  I 
will  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  his  esti- 
mate is  exceedingly  incorrect.  Even  were  it 
otherwise,  it  furnishes  no  reasonable  or  secure 
data,  on  which  intelligent  dealers  would  think  of 
basing  operations.  Those  who  wdsh  to  act  on  a 
satisfactory  view  of  the  market  for  bread  stuffs 
will  not  confine  their  inquiries  to  the  real  or  sup- 
posed stock  of  flour  on  hand.  They  will  go  far- 
ther back  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
bushels  of  wheat  withheld  from  market  by  the 
farmers  in  the  regions  of  country  that  supply  the 
principle  depots. 

"In  the  statement  alluded  to,  the  stock  of  flour 
in  Louisville,  on  the  1st.  ult.,  was  put  down  at 
4,000  barrels.  On  that  day  the  writer  of  this 
knows  there  were  not  1,000  barrels  in  the  place. 
There  was  scarcely  a  sufficient  quantity  to  supply 
the  immediate  local  demand,  much  less  a  stock  for 
exportation.  Farmers  are  as  watcliful  of  their  in- 
terests as  any  other  class  of  men;  and,  when  they 
find  the  products  of  their  labor  depressed  in  price, 
they  bold  them  back  in  order  to  produce  a  demand 
for  them  and  thereby  obtain  enhanced  prices, 
e,  since  the  fall  in  the  price  of  flour,  our  mills 
have  not  been  loaded  with  grain — the  supply  has 
been  limited,  though  the  crop  was  ample,  and  the 
stock  in  the  country  is  known  to  be  abundant. 

"It  is  more  than  probable  the  recent  importa- 
tions of  foreign  gi'ain  into  N.  Yoik  were  ordered  in 
consequence  of  such  fallacious  statements  as  that  I 
have  just  noticed,  which  are  evidently  calculated 
to  produce  erroneous  apprehensions  of  a  scarcity 
of  flour,  ai:d  prompt  men  to  engage  in  ruinous 
speculations.'* 

The  foregoing  remarks  are,  we  believe,  worthy 
of  grave  consideration.  We  are  very  confident 
the  writer  is  correct  in  supposing  that  the  stock  of 
wheat  and  flour  together  is  abundant. 


Connecticut.  The  number  of  banks  in  this 
state,  is  thirty-one — besides  three  branches. 
Litchfield  county  has  only  a  branch  of  the  Phe- 
nix  of  Hartford— that  county  never  having  obtain- 
ed a  charter  for  banking.  The  banks  are  divided 
in  the  diiforent  counties  as  follows; 

Hartford  county,  /ine— capitals  paid  in  $3,417, 
680.  New  Haven  county,  five — capitals,  1,988, 
920.  New  London  county,  ten — capitals,  1,628, 
531  50.  Fairfield  county,  four — capitals,  65S, 
940.  Windham  county,  Mrce— capitals,  241, 
990.  Middlesex  counfv,  th)-ee — capitals,  705, 
630.     Tolland  county,  OM— capital  60,000, 
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Total  of  baiikin" 


„      ,  -r   ^?Pi.'^'l.'"  '.'"'sf^'e  $e.7-14.697|anniim,  accruing  from  and  aftfrtliatilay.iliirin"- the 

r!.r.  J. """        '  °^  "■'"'^''  '^  located  in  the  city    period  of  such  suspension:  Provided,  however,  tliat 

'I' tlip  principal  banks  in  Nesv  York,  Pliilailelphin, 
these  banks  I  and  liallirnorc  shall  not  have  resumed  specie  pay- 
monls    before  the   date   aforesai.i,    Ihu   legislature 
pledges  itself  to  remit  the  forfeiture  aforesaid. 


of  Hartford 

In  March,  IS37,tlie  circulation  of 
was  $2,998,325— and  if  the  process  of  curtailment 
of  their  circulation  has  been  soi"S  o"  '"  o'lier  parts 
of  the  state,  ai  it  has  here,  which  we  suppose  is 
the  case,  the  amount  of  circulation  of  the  Connec- 
ticut banks  will  but  little,  if  any,  exceed  .S-l,{ton,- 
OUO.  Their  specie  in  March,  was  over  ,$1110,000, 
and  the  amoutit  when  they  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments must  have  been  greater— probably  half  a 
million.  So  that  they  now  present,  taken  as  a 
body,  the  highly  favorable  situation  of  liavin"  about 
one  dollar  in  specie,  to  every  two  dollars  of  hills 
in  circulation.  Several  of  them  have,  it  is  believ- 
ed, more  specie  in  their  vaults  than  they  have  bills 
in  circulation.  Some  of  the  banks  in  this  state  are 
issuing  small  bills,  under  the  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature.  They  are,  of  course, 
payable  on  demand  in  specie. 

[Mid.Ilelom,  Sentinel. 


An  ollicial  document  i 
gress  from  the  treasury 


H'utly  tnnsmilted  to  con- 
ile  parti 


Miir.  nouBERrKs— ,^nw/s.  We  learn  from  the 
Cincinnati  llepublican  that  the  great  northern  mail, 
Irorn  Columbus  to  Toledo,  was  robbed,  it  is  suppos- 
ed, near  Lyme,  Huron  county,  Ohio.  Both  the 
mail-bags  were  cut  open.  The  amount  of  loss  sus- 
tained has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  I'jion  the 
arrival  of  the  mail  at  Lyme  ontlie  1st  inst., 
the  postmaster  of  that  office,  (I\Ir.  Lyinan  Strong,)' 
with  great  promptitude,  instituted  an  investi- 
gation, and  strong  suspicions  resting  upon  a 
man  named  Houck,  who  was  a  passenger  in  the 
stage,  he  forthwith  went  in  pursuit  of  him.  He 
overtook  and  arrested  him  at  Granville,  and  brought 
him  to  Columbus  on  the  morning  of  the  -Ith  in^t., 
where  he  was  fully  committed  for  trial. 

On  the  26th  ult.,  the  postmaster  of  Kingsville, 
.\shtabiila   county,  Ohio   (Stephen  Munger,)  and 


,„ii„„.:„,  I-  ,     r  ^.    ,' ■•■-"'' '^""''''"^  the  I  his   son,   Harrison  Munger,  were  arrested  bv  Mr 

ir,.  '       \  ""^  '''."r",'  ''■^^•'"'"^  banks,  and  the|yn»,e.   Brown,  one  of  the  agents  of  lie  post  office 
amounts  on  deposit  to  the  credits  of  the  treasurer,  .department,  on  suspicion  of'Vobbing  from'Tbe  mail 

'  1  hey  were  committed,  and  will  receive  their  trial  at 


.^■S,.'526  76 
84,154  5: 


in  cash,  by  the  last  return. . 
People's  bank,  Nov.  o5,  lS.i7, 
Brooklyn  bank,  A'ov.  25,  ]s:!7, 
Planter's  bank  of  Georgia,  November 

22,  1837, 
Insurance  bank  of  Columbus, 
Louisville  savings  institution,  Nov. 

25,  1837, 
Bank  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  Nov 

18,  1837, 

I.yDi.A.N  ropur..tTroN-.  It  appears  from  a  com- 
munication ofquarter  master  general  Cross,  made  to 
the  war  department,  and  now  recently  published, 
that  the  number  of  Indians  east  of  the'Mississippi, 

Number  of  Indians  who  have  emigrated 

from  east  to  west  side, 
Number  of  indigenous  tribes. 


20.495  48 
167,382  79 


51,. 327 
231,806 


Aggregate,  33.,  ^gg 

It  IS  estimated  by  Mr  Harris,  the  Indian  com- 
missioner, that  these  Indians  can  bring  into  the 
lield  rising  sixty-six  thousand  warriors,  that  i= 
when  emigration  is  completed,  and  they  choose  to 
coalesce.  j  ^  >^ 

To  resist  such  a  coalition,  general  Cross  Ihinks  a 
force  of  7,00(1, uen  would  be  necessary  on  the  west- 
ern frontier,  distributed  thus: 

Fort  Snellin,', 

Fort  Crawford. 

Upper  forks  of  thr?  Dcs  Moines, 

Fort  Leavenworth, 

Fort  Gibson, 

Fort  Towson, 

The  8  posts  of  refuge  proposed, 

The  protection  of  the  4  depots, 

Jef.  barracks  as  a  corps  of  reserve, 


300  men. 

300  do. 

400  do. 
1200  do 
1500  do. 

800  do. 

800  do. 

200  do. 
1000  do. 


the   ne.xt  session  of  the  U.  S.  Court  to  be  held  in 
Columbus,  in  May  next. 

It  is  staled  that  ten  persons  including  those  men- 
tioned above  have  been  arrested  in  Ohio  alone, 
within  the  last  two  months,  for  dei)iedations  on  the 
maiis.— .Alexandria  Gazette.. 

From  Peru.  The  following  is  an  extract  from 
a  leKcr  received  by  a  gentleman  in  Salem.  (Mass.) 
dated  "Lima,  Oct.  5,  1837:  We  have  just  received 
iiilormation  that  the  long  talked  of  expedition  from 
Chili  is  on  our  coast.  It  sailed  from  Valparaiso  on 
the  16th  nllimo— 3400  men,  700  horses,  and  24 
transports.  A  more  foolish  and  hopeless  expedi- 
tj^on  was  never  fitted  out.  It  must  end  in  ruin  to 
Chili,  and  cause  great  distress  to  Peru.  On  the 
24lh  nit.  IS  of  the  vessels  were  seen  in  front  of 
Arica.  No  attempt  was  made  to  land.  Peru  has 
from  10  to  12,000  troops,  and  so  stationed  that 
5000  men  can  he  united  at  any  point  on  the  coast 
in  ten  days.  We  have  within  ten  leagues  of  Lima, 
4000  good  troops,  and  they  could  at  any  time  be 
brought  to  the  city  in  six  hours.  I  have  no  fears 
for  the  capital." 

From  Port-au-Prin-ce.  Capt.  St.  John,  of  the 
brig  Panope,  at  New  York  in  10  days  from  Port- 
au-Prince,  informs  the  editors  of  tlie  Journal  of 
Commerce  that  the  French  fleet  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived, but  was  momentarily  expected.  A  French 
brig  of  war  entered  the  port  the  same  morning  th.at 
the  Panope  came  out.  Also,  the  United  States 
corvette  Boston.  The  object  of  the  French  fleet  is 
to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  indemity, 
which  the  Haytiens,  after  paying  one  or  two  instal- 
ments, have  found  too  onerous  lor  their  comfort. 

LiBER.4TroN  OF  MR.  GREELY.  We  Stated  in 
the  last  "Register"  that  Mr.  Greeley  bad  been 
liberated.  Gov.  Kent,  of  Maine,  has  communica- 
ted to  the  legislature,  the  following,  ,as  the  official 
account  of  his  (Greeley's)  liberation,  which  was 
brought  about  by  the  intercession  or  remonstrance 
of  Mr.  Stephenson,  at  the  court  of  St.  James. 
,      .  J  — — '^,  '•'<n  u»-v-'juj[iduie'i  uieir  re-  

^;^Mwi!;^'ii^Utl!ll.°':i^.!-"'««°--    To  Edward  W.  Miller,  esq.    high   sheriff  of  the 

county  of  York,  and  keeper  of  the  jail  of  the 
said  county. 

Whereas,  Ebenezer  S.  Greeley,  a  foreigner  and 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of'  America,  stands 
committed  to  your  custody  by  my  warrant,  bear- 
ing date  the  sixth  day  of  September,  1837,  as  the 
agent  of  a  foreign  state,  in  committing  an  act  of 
aggression  on  a  part  of  the  territory  in  the  pos- 
session and  under  the  jurisdiction  and  governuient 
of  this  province,  and  the  said  Greelv  hy  iny  said 
warrant  was  so  committed  until  the 'further'order 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  commander-iii  chief 
of  this  province  for  the  time  being,  should  be  given 
ites  of  the'rp'v.niio  i.,  r!o'l"'i""""'u  ""'"'  ,'""  ""-'P"'-  I  according  to  her  majesty's  pleasure;  and  where 
b:m^:/^,^r::;,:Uh:^?:.£:^!':!;^;-"l'l'^    ithavin.beenmade|l,a^ea!?.o  '       '        - 


Total, 


■,000  men. 


The 


ViRGiNi.vB.vxKs.  The  Richmond  Whi<^ 
says  that  tlie  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Vir" 
gima.  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 

«rp'^!  ?     I^''i'"'''r'  ''"'''■^   "'P"''*^'^  "'«'  <l'e  banks 
are  undoubtedly  solvent,  and  accompanied  their  re- 

^h^  r„'t  o  "•      ""h  "'^  k'"'""  °''  "^"^'^  institutions. 

'V^,'"'!""'"' '^  "•'^  substance  ot  the  bill, 
evk  !n     I      '"■°'"'^'  '°''  ■■^P^""'"?  so  much  of  the 
of  n  p'h     r  V  T-?^"  '^  l°*'t'"-e  of  the  charters 
of  the  banks  for  failing  to  redeem   their  notes  in 
specie;  and  so  much  of  the  same  law  as  req.i  res 

rest  than  six  p.-r  cent,  for  such  failure 

It  also  remits  any  forfeiture  which  may  have 
been  already  ine.irred,  and  renews  the  charters  of 
the  banks  in  ail  respects— reserviii"  to  the  e-enenl 
ass^embly  the  right  to  re-enact  the  suspendld^ 

The  notes  of  the  hanks  to  be  continued  to  be  re- 
"--nt  in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  the  depos- 


Ihe  prohibition  of  the  issue  of  notes  under  «10 
IS  suspended;  but  no  notes  to  be  issued  under  the 
denominationof  ,«;5. 

The  banks  to  make  nodividendafler  a  fixed  day, 
h.vfti?.''"'  ^^y^':"^  he  resumed  by  them;  andif 
tney  fail  to  pay  specie  thereafter,  then  ten  percent 
damages  to  be  imposed  and  recovered.  ' 
smL'L  "  provided,  that  if  the  hanks  do  re- 
l^l]^P-''\'=V^y'"''ntMer  the  day  fixed,  they  shall 
amo.  nt'n"r  '"',  '"  ^^'  'iterary'fund,  the  "whole 
amount  of  proiits  over  and  above  five  per  cent,  per 


that  the  offence 
for  which  the  said  Greeley  was  so  co.-ninittcd  will 
no  longer  be  persisted  in:  these  are  to  charge,  au- 
thorise, and  command  you,  the  said  Miller,  as  such 
high  sheriir  and  keeper  of  the  gaol  of  the  said 
county  of  York,  forthwith  to  discharge  him,  the 
said  Greeley,  out  of  your  custody. 

W.M.  F.  Odell. 

I  herewith  communicate  for  your  consideration, 
a  letter  received   from  E.  S.  Greelej-,  and  also  a  I  a  line  within  their  reach,  bv  the  help  'of  a  kile, 
cony  of  the  order  of  his  discharge,  as  certified  by    and  by  otiier  plans.     At  leng'th  3  o'clock  in  the  af- 
him.    This  language  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in  I  ternoon  had  arrived,  and  the  three  jioor  fellows 


relation  to  the  possession,  jurisdiction,  and  govern- 
nient  of  the  disputed  territory  by  New  Brunswick, 
IS  not  perhaps  otherwise  important  than  as  addi- 
tional evidence  that  absolute  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction  is  claimed  and  insisted  on.  1  will  only 
add,  that  no  communication  from  me,  or  any  actioii 
of  the  executive  department  authorized  the  ex- 
jiression.  "that  the  offence  for  which  the  said  Giee- 
ley  was  so  committed,  will  iio  longer  he  persisted 
"n"  E.  Kent. 

Surrender  or  the  ihmhebs.  We  regret  to 
hear  that  governor  Marcy  has  concluded  to  surren- 
der to  the  British  government  the  two  men,  father 
and  son,  charged  with  having  fired  a  gun  in  the  posse 
in  Ireland  on  a  collection  lor  rent,  in  which  a  ser- 
geant of  police  was  killed.  We  are  quite  sure  that 
this  result  creates  regret  even  among  the  British 
agents  in  this  city,  whose  duly  it  was  to  claim  Ihe 
surrender,  but  wiio  never  believed  that  it  would  or 
could  he  done.  We  ask  for  the  law,  for  (he  trea- 
ty, lor  the  power  which  induced  governor  Marcy 
to  give  up  to  the  British  authorities  two  persons 
who  had  resided  here  nearly  ten  yearsi  We  know 
that  there  is  an  understanding  between  the  authori- 
ties of  Canada  and  this  state  to  rleliver  fugitives 
from  justice  reciprocally;  this  is  proper,  because  a 
mere  boundary  line  divides  us,  but  are  we  bound 
by  any  consideration  of  duty,  by  our  laws,  by  the 
sj>irit  of  the  government,  to  siirrender  Irishmen 
who,  from  the  unhappy  disputes  in  that  oppressed 
country,  have  committed  crimes  and  have  taken 
refuge  here? 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  old  man  and  his 
sons  were  defending  their  house  which  was  as- 
sailed by  an  armed  posse,  and  that  he  iliil  not  fire 
the  gun  which  killed  Ihe  police  man,  if  lie  fired  it 
at  all,  until  one  of  his  sons  was  killed  at  his  side 
from  a  shot  without.  Since  their  arrival  in  tiis 
city,  their  conduct  has  been  that  of  quiet  indus- 
trious men.  Nothing  appears  against  them  here, 
and  they  are  transported  from  this  free  country  to 
be  tried  and  probably  suffer  death  for  this  unfortu- 
nate act  of  self  defence. 

\t  all  events  we  hope  a  petition  will  be  got  up 
addressed  to  the  British  government  and  si^'ned  by 
the  citizens  of  this  city,  recommending  them  to 
mercy,  which,  we  are  sure,  the  American  minister 
in  London  will  take  [deasiire  to  present  to  the 
queen;  and  we  further  trust  that  no  American  ship 
will  consent  to  take  out  these  unfortunate  prison- 
ers. These  are  not  the  days  of  prison  shijis  in  our 
borders. — N.  Y.  Star. 

-•ViMERrcAN  GIPSIES.  Gipsics  are  known  in  all 
countries  in  Europe — an  idle  vagabond  race,  with- 
out settled  homes,  living  by  theft,  beggary,  and 
fortune  telling,  and  the  luending  of  polsan'd  ket- 
tles. They  are  of  uncertain  origin,  but  show  the 
same  characteristic  marks,  wherever  they  arc  found. 
No  attempts  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  redncin" 
the  gipsies  of  Europe  to  the  habits  of  civilized  lili^ 
It  has  been  supposed  that  none  of  this  singular  race 
exist  in  America,  where,  in  our  woods  and  wilder- 
ness, their  wandering  propensities  might  have  had 
double  space  for  exercise.  Yet,  in  fact,  there  is 
a  colony  of  gipsies,  wlio  were  brought  to  America 
by  the  French,  in  early  times,  and,  whose  posteiity 
now  live  and  flourish  on  the  shores  of  Biloxibay, 
in  Louisiana.  A  philosopher,  contemplating  the 
points  of  similarity  between  the  European  gipsy 
and  the  American  Indian,  both  untameable— one 
the  wild  man  of  civilized  countiies,  and  the  other 
of  the  forest— might  have  imagined  that  the  two 
races  would  at  once  have  mingh'd,  and  the  gipsy 
have  found  a  home  in  the  Indian  wigwam,  fin 
the  contrary,  ever  since  their  settlement  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  gipsies  appear  to  b.ive  thrown 
off  their  hereditary  characteristics.  NoditTerence 
can  be  perceived  between  them  and  other  descend- 
ants of  French  colonists,  except  in  personal  ap- 
pearance; their  complexion  is  much  darker,  and 
their  hair  is  coarse  and  straight.  They  still  call 
themselves  gipsies  or  Egyptians,  but  are  indus- 
trious, orderly  in  their  habits,  and  retain  nothing 
of  their  ancestry,  except  the  name. 

An  UNEN-viABLE  SITUATION".  On  Thursday 
morning  last,  soon  after  two  masons  had  gainc"d 
the  top  of  the  chimney,  (upwards  of  60  yards 
high,)  now  being  finished  at  the  new  saw-mill,  by 
some  misfortune  the  ropes  connected  with  the 
blocks  by  which  the  materials  were  raised  to  the 
workmen,  broke;  and  as  it  was  only  by  the  same 
rope  tli.it  the  workmen  could  be  enabled  to  descend 
from  this  perilous  eminence,  it  will  he  easily  con- 
ceived that  their  situation  was  by  no  means  an  en- 
iable  one.     Various  means  were  attempted  to  get 
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ostinir  at  their  lawful  elevation,  when    is  no  doubt;  but  ought  it  not  to  be  etiected  at  any 

woman,  wile  to  one  of  the  iinfortu- 1  cost?     No  half-way  measures  will   do;  th^  effort 

■       "    '  '       I  must  bo  powerful,  simultaneous,  and  worthy  of  a 


nber  that  he 


were  still  ro 

a  distress  'd 

nates,  had  the  joyful  felicity  to  re 

husband   had  on   a   new  pair  of  Icnit   stoclan<:3.  |  great  stale.  ,    ,  ,     ., 

"Use  your  knife  "  "ihe  cried  out,  "and  cut  otl  the  j      A   tabular  statement  appended  to  the  superin- 

toeof  your  stoclc'in.',  continue  the  ravelling  until  ,  fendent's  report,  shows  that,  for  the  y»ar  ending 

you  "et  a  leii"-tli  sufficient  to  reach  the  ear^lh,  then  ,  Oct.   25,   1837,  Ohio  had  in   operation   4,336  | 


stone   to  it  to  siidc  it   here."     Th 


attach 

obeyed  the  oracle,  as  many 

short  time  he  hail  a  len^'th  of  worsted  long  enough  j 
to  reacli  the  ground,  vvhich  he  let  down.  Well,  [ 
the  next  business  was  to  tie  the  worsted  to  a  thin 
cord,  vvhich  the  men  drew  up,  and  tlie  original 
rope  for  the  block  having  been  fastened  to  the 
cord,  it  was  also  drawn  up,' and  by  the  men  so  ad- 
justed as  to  enable  them  with  safety  to  descend  to 
terra  firnia.  We  are  sure  that  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  woman  for  the  way  in  which  she  improved 
a  lucky  thought,  and  those  persons  who  may  per- 
chance be  subjected  to  a  similar  disaster  to  the  one 
which  befell  'ihese  three  men,  should  take  care 
above  all  things  never  to  forget  the  value  of  knit 
stockinss  in  such  an  emergency. 

IPreston,  Eng.  Pilot . 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received  on 
the  several  canals  of  New  York,  in  each  year,  from 
the    1st   day   of  January,  182(1,  to  the  ist  day  of 
January,  1833. 
Years.       Erie  and  Champlain 


.lie   common  schools,  and  2,175   private,  and  that 


1820, 

5,437  34 

18-21, 

14,333  47 

1822, 

04,072  40 

1823, 

1,52.953  33 

1824,  . 

340,761  07 

1825. 

566,112  97 

1826, 

762,003  69 

1827, 

859,053  43 

1828, 

835,407  23 

1829^ 

795,054  52 

1830, 

1,032,599  13 

1831,  • 

1,194,611)  40 

1S32, 

1,195,804  23 

18.33, 

1,422,695  22 

1834, 

1,294,649  66 

1S3.5, 

1,492,811  59 

1836, 

1,556,269  37 

1837, 

1,239,052  49 

.«;14,823,746  64  $15,191,879  68 
•The  other  canals  in  the  state  besides  the  Eiie 
and  Champlain,  are  the  Oswego.  t)ie  Cayuga  and 
Seneca,  the  Chemung,  the  Crooked  Lake,  and  the 
Chenango.  All  these,  as  well  as  the  Erie  and 
Champlain,  are  included  in  the  columns  of  "total." 
[Eds.  Jour.  Com. 

Ohio  common  schools.  We  have  been  favored 
with  a  copy  of  the  first  annual  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  these  schools,  which  we  find  upon 
examination,  to  be  a  very  able  and  satifactory  do- 
cument. The  legal  foundation  of  common  schools 
in  this  state  is  laid  in  the  ordinance  of  congress 
providing  for  the  government  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  of  which  Ohio  formed  a  part,  in  the  third 
article  of^  which  are  these  words:  "Religion,  mo- 
rality, and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good  go- 
vernment and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools, 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  en- 
couraged." The  bill  of  rights,  in  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  carries  out  the  same  sentiment.  But 
congress  laid  the  foundation  of  tliese  schools  in  the 
soil  itself,  by  consecrating  one-thiity. sixth  part  of 
it  forever,  to  their  support.  The  first  law  of  the 
state,  assessing  a  school-t.ix  in  1325,  is  generally 
considered  as  the  commencement  of  the  system. 
The  tax,  which  was  at  first  but  h.ilf  a  million  the 
dollar,  has  gradually  risen  to  a  mill  and  a  half,  and 
power  is  given  to  increase  it  by  townships,  and 
some  have  done  so.  Common  schools  have  by 
these  means  bjen  extensively  established. 

No  correct  iilea  can  be  given  of  the  system  of  in- 
struction adopted,  every  variety,  from  the  best  to 
the  worst,  being  found  in  them.  Complaints  are 
ev3ry  where  made  thit  good  teachers  cannot  be 
obtained.  The  truth  is,  that  teachers,  as  well 
as  others,  will  generally  be  governed  by  self-inter- 
est, and,  unless  thciremolumentsbearsome  propnr-. 
tion  to  the  talents  and  labor  required,  suitable, 
qualified  teachers  need  not  bo  expected.  The 
schools  (says  the  superintendent)  must  furnish 
,  permanent  employment  to  their  teachers,  and  pro- 
per salaries  be  provided  for  them,  and  then  there 
will  be  no  diincully  in  obtaining  suitable  charac- 
ters to  fill  these  trusts.  Convenient  school-houses 
and  both  male  and  female  teachers  must  he  every 
where  provided,  so  that  every  child,  whether  rich 
or  poor,  shall  be  freely  educ.iled  on  equal  terms, 
and  neither  expense    nor  labor  be   spared  to  eli'ect 


have  done,  and  in  a  the  former  were  attended  by  107,845  scholars, 
and  the  latter  by  42.557.  That  the  number  ol  their 
school  houses  is  4,378,  and  their  value  is  estimated 
at  $-513,973.  [Nat.  Ihtelligencer. 

Maime  ST.4TE  PRISON.  The  whole  number  of 
convicts  in  the  state  prison  at  Thomaston  is  77 — of 
whom,  17  are  employed  in  the  lime  quarry,  and  44 
in  shoemaking.  The  granite  business  lias  been 
discontinued,  and  the  lime  making  substituted,  by 
anew  method  introduced  by  the  warden.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  small  demand  for  lime,  and  its  low 
price  at  the  present  lime,  the  kiln  was  not  put  into 
operation  until  late  in  August.  The  business  was 
then  continued  (or  about  four  months,  by  the  pro- 
cess called  the  perpetual  kiln,  and  in  that  peiiod 
4800  casks  of  lime  were  made.  Hard  coal  is  used 
in  the  process.  All  the  labor,  includingthe  nianii- 
ture  of  the  casks,  is  performed  by  the  convicts, 
isted  only  by  an  overseer  in  each  department. 
The  warden,  Mr.  O'Brien,  in  this  respect,  sn'JigesIs 
the  following  improvements  in  the  method  of  carry- 
ing on  the  tjusiiiess: 

One  method  for  obtaining  an  additional  advan- 
tage might  be  to  erect  kilns  on  the  side  of  the  quarry 
near  the  prisorj  buildings,  and  to  secure  the  heat 
which  passes  oil' from  the  kilns,  and  conduct  it  by 
means  of  pipes  to  warm  the  cells  and  work  shops; 
it  might  also  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  cookine. 
Such  an  arrangement  would  allect  the  saving  of 
fuel.  Another  plan  would  be  to  erect  kilns,  at 
the  prison  wharf.  Then  bv  removing  the  surplus 
earth  which  covers  an  inexhaustible  quantity  of 
lime  rock,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  vvhai  I,  a  gentle 
slope  would  be  formed,  on  which  the  gravity  of  a 
loaded  car,  movini;  from  the  quarry  to  the  kilns, 
would  return  the  light  one  back  Irom  the  kilns  to 
the  quarry.  The  coal  for  burning  could  be  landed 
from  the  vessel  on  the  wharf,  and  the  lime  would 
be  already  on  the  wharf  as  it  came  out  of  the  kiln. 
This  business,  wh"n  under  way,  and  properly  man- 
aged, would  save  all  the  expense  of  team  labor. 
[Boston  Gazelle. 

Ja.mes  Garn-ett,  esq.  of  Essex  county,  Vir- 
ginia, a  gentleman  who  has  been  for  many  years 
president  of  the  agricultural  society  of  Fredericks- 
burg, thus  speaks  of  the  passion  for  digging  gold: 

"This  disembowelins;  passion  has  produced  re 
suits,  at  least  in  regard  to  the  precious  metals, 
which,  I  venture  to  say,  will  greatly  astonish  all 
who  aie  not  apprised  of  the  facts  whi'ch  I  am  now 
about  to  disclose  to  you.  I  give  the  statement  from 
the  sessions  acts  since  1832,  having  procured  it 
from  our  first  auditor's  o/Tice.  It  is  a  most  curious 
but  painful  disclosure,  and  one  which  I  would  wil- 
lingly avoid,  were  it  not  for  my  thornush  convic- 
tion that  it  may  not  only  prove  a  very  instructive 
lesson  to  all  who  will  read  itright,  but  will  convince 
our  agricultural  brethren,  to  a  man,  that  our  legis- 
ture,  for  the  last  five  years,  not  content  utterly 
to  neglect  agriculture,  have  actually  (I  will  not  say 
intentionally)  been  busily  engaged' durinj  a  part  of 
each  session  in  passing  laws  hishly  injurious  to  her 
best  interests.  The  elfect  has-been  'produced  by 
theirholdingoiit  the  strongest,  most  allurinj  temp'- 
tations  tho  draw  from  her  much  of  te  capital  she 
so  greatly  needs,  and  to  divert  it  to  the  most  wild 
and  hazardous  speculations,  thereby  powerfully  ex- 
citing that  passion  for  inordinate  gain,  which  is 
always  sufhciently  rash  and  pernicious  of  itself, 
without  legislative  encour,agement  to  stimulate  its 
inischevions  action.  T/iis  ovr  law-niahers  have 
done  to  a  fatal  extent,  by  charterini;,  since  1832, 
no  less  than  seventy  mining  companies,  thirty- 
seven  of  which  were  incorporated  from  the  1.3'lh 
of  last  January  to  the  30th  of  March!!  In  several 
of  those  charters  the  object  of  |)ursuit  is  desi;- 
nated  to  he  gold,  in  others  copper;  while  in  maii"y 
of  them  the  metallic  character  is  not  mentioned  at 
all.  Their  ajeregate  capital  is  5,795,043  dollars, 
with  a  rii;ht  to  increase  it  to  30,000,000  dollars  and 
to  hold  land  amounting  in  the  whole  to  197,000 
acres— a  territory  larger  than  either  of  several  of 
of  our  smallest  counties. 

The  new  iiEroBnEn.  It  wasannouncerl  in  the 
court  of  sessions  on  Saturday,  that  Robert  If.  Mor- 
ns, esq.  has  been  appointed  successor  to  the  pre. 
sent  recorder  of  this  city,  the  hoii.  Richard  Riker, 
whose  term  of  office  is  on  th 
Mr.  Riker  has   held  th 


the  object.     That  the  system  will   be  costly,  there  I  threeycars  — A'.  Y.  Jour.  Com 


Dl   expiring 
tation  foi  nearly  twenty. 


LATEST  FROM  FLORIDA. 
We  have  been  favored  with  the  perusal  of  letters 
from  Florida  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  the  present 
month,  from  an  olficcr  engaged  in  the  aiduous  ser- 
vice of  that  region. 

This  gentleman  writes  at  a  spot  about  twenty 
miles  south  of  Fort  Jupiter.  He  describes  a  diffi- 
cult inarch  through  biiars,  thick  bearded  saw  grass, 
(which  is  stronj,  and  from  its  name,  cuts  badly),  in 
black  mud  up  to  the  waist,  and  crossed  where  ten 
Indians  micht  defy  a  hundred  of  the  best  troops  in 
the  world,  from  the  peculiar  siiuation  of  the  coun- 
try. He  states  that,  at  the  solicitation  of  a  negio 
prisoner,  a  talk  was  had  wilh  the  Indians.  "When 
the  advanced  guard  had  marched  ver)'  near  the  In- 
dians, we  Ibiind  them  as  they  always  are,  with  their 
rifles  cocked,  to  fire  upon  us.  When  this  negro 
ibund  them,  by  a  very  different  trail,  the  Indians 
told  him  (whoin  at  first  they  were  ibr  killing)  that  if 
he  was  going  In  do  good,  he  must  slop  the  army, 
and  they  would  then  believe  him.  On  his  making 
his  appearance  the  advanced  guaid,  as  also  Ihe  bal- 
ance of  Ihe  army,  halted,  and  general  Jesup,  with 
several  officers,  visited,  or  rather  met  the  Indians. 
They  being  young  vvarriois  commanded  by  Hadjo, 
and  merely  a  scouting  party,  stated  that  they  were 
tired  of  tlie  war,  but  could  not  make  any  terms,  as 
the  chiefs  were  not  there.  They  requested  until 
12  o'clocktoday,  (Ihe  8th),whi  n  ihey  would  again 
see  the  general  and  have  a  talk;  and,  while  I  am 
writing  general  Jesup,  with  several  officers,  and  a 
force  at  hand  sufficient  to  guard  against  stratagem 
and  surprise  are  no^v,  in  council  about  half  a  mile 
off  and  I  hope  something  may  be  done  to  put  an 
end  to  this  almost  interminable  war — itderminable, 
I  say,  because,  the  Almishty  has  placed  these  sava- 
ges in  a  country  inhabitable  only  by  themselves, 
and  where  Xenophon's  army  could  not  displace 
them,  so  long  as  they  choose  to  remain.  They 
have  fastnesses  and  hiding  places,  where  they  lie  in 
ambush,  wait  until  we  come  up  fire  upon  the  ad- 
vance, kill  and  wound  and  then  run  off." 

The  writer  says  there  is  hut  one  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  iiermitting  the  Indians  to  remain.  He 
passes  a  high  compliment  upon  general  Jesup, 
who,  he  says,  has  done  every  thins  that  man  could 
have  done.  He  adds,  "it  would  have  filled  your 
bo.om  with  pleasure  to  have  seen  on  the  day  of  the 
battle,  (at  Lncna  Hatchec),  these  men  charge  the 
hammock  and  swim  the  creek,  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy  hid  behind  their  trees,  and  amidst  their  fires 
and  savaw  yells.  Col.  Z.  Taylor  penetrated  lo  Ihe 
west  as  far  <as  possible  but  on  account  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  is  now,  I 
believe,  at  Fort  Brooke  or  Bassinger.  An  express 
received  last  night  informs  us  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  i  icluding  negroes,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, have  gone  into  hitr..  Among  them  were  for- 
ty-six men  who  bore  arms." 

"The  clouds  are  gathering  and  indicate  rain, 
which,  should  it  come  will  put  an  end  to  this  cam- 
paign; for  the  ground  where  I  am  now  sitting 
would,  with  six"  hours  rain,  be  overflowed  some 
inches  deep.'' 

"7  o'clock  P.  i\I.  The  general  and  other  offi- 
cers have  relumed  from  Ihe  council,  accoinpaned 
by  Hadjo  (a  cosiderable  character)  and  eight  other 
Seininoles.  Thev  beg  to  be  permitted  to  regain  a 
small  portion  of  the  couiilry.  They  say  it  is  their 
home — the  home  of  their  fathers;  that  they  were 
born  here,  and  love  Ihe  country,  and  would  not 
leave  it.  The  general  has  consented  that  they  shall 
remain  until  liiey  hear  from  Washinjton.  They 
say  they  are  tired  of  fighting;  they  dont  wish  lo 
hurt  the  white  man,  nor  tiouble  any  thing  belong 
ing  to  him.  In  my  opinion,  they  can  be  mad 
useful  allies,  instead  of  a  daring  foe.  and  would  or- 
cupy  a  portion  of  countr)  uninhabitable  by  wdiile 
men.  unless  possibly  some  more  de^^enerate  than 
the  untutored  savage.  These  Indians  are  very 
timid  and  suspicious  for  they  have  been  told  so 
many  falsehoods,  by  mischievous  persons,  that  they 
are  very  disliustfui.  They  are  not  restrained,  but 
permitted  to  go  out  again.  Two  ol  them  stay  in 
our  camp  to  night  from  choice.  They  did  not  bring 
iu  their  arms.  To-morrow  they  will  have  anothei 
talk,  when  something  more  will  be  ascertained 
Tustogee,  who  commanded  on  the  24th  ult,  was 
here  at  the  talk,  and  will  probably  come  in  to-mor 
row.'" 

A  letter  of  the  9th  says:  "The  general  has  just 
returned  from  the  council,  and  Ihe  Indians  have 
agreed  to  come  in  and  go  to  the  west,  but  they  hop 
the  president  will  permit  them  to  remain  in  this 
country.  They  will  come  to  the  Locha  Hate" 
ana  I  still  express  my  opninon  that  the  policy  of 
the  government  ought  to  be  to  permit  them  to  re- 
main. Our  portion  of  the  army  will  go  westward 
and  cooperate  with  some  other  division;  though 
the  probability,  is  that  the  rest  of  the  Indians  w" 
come  in."  [Richmond  Whig. 
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DUKL  13KTWEi:.\'  MESSRS.  GRAVEti  A:rD 

CILLEY. 

From  the  Clobe  of  Monday  evening,  the  '16th  ult. 

STATEMENT. 

Washington  cilij,  D.  C. 
Febru.in/  2BM,  1S3S. 
The  (bllowirig  is  a  stafeinent  of  llie  lac-Is  of  the 
duel  between  the  honorable  Wni  J.  Grave.--,  ol 
Kentucky,  and  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley,  of 
jMaine,  as  ajjrecd  upon  by  Guorije  \V.  Jonfs,  and 
Henry  A  Wise,  the  seconds  ol" the  parlies,  com- 
mitted to  writing  between  the  hours  of  10^  o'clock, 
a.  m.  Febri:ory  2olh,  and  12  o'clock,  m.  this  day. 
The  seconds  propose,  first,  to  state  the  correspoiid- 
ence  which  occurred  before  the  challenge,  and 
which  was  communicated  through  othei-s  than 
themselves;  neither  second  having  borne  any  paper 
or  message,  verbal  or  writlen,  to  or  from  either  of 
the  principals,  until  Jlr.  Wise  bore  the  challenge 
and  Mr.  Jones  bore  the  acceptance.  This  corres- 
pondence, as  it  has  been  phcid  m  the  hands  of  the 
seconds,  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 


tion -.vhich  I  bore  to  .voii  from  col.  Webb,  and  as 
by  your  note  ol  yestirday  you  l.aie  rcfus.d  to  de- 
cline on  grounds  which  would  exonerate  me  trom 
all  responsibility  growing  out  of  the  allair,  I  am 


Dr.  lieilt/s,  Fsira!,  Feb.  2-illi.  IK;.n. 
Io'o'(-/oe/,,  a.m. 
Sir:  I  have  called  at  this  place,  in  coidoruiily 
with  your  note  of  this  morning,  to  inform  you  that 


left  no  other  alttrnative  but  to  ask  that  satisfaction  j  Mr.  Graves  has  not  as  yet   been  able  to  procu 
which  is  recognised  among  gentlem-n.     My  frieml,    iille  and  put  it  in  order,  and  cannot  be  ready  by  12 


Mr.  Grave/  to  Mr.  Cilteij. 

House  ofrcpresentalives, 

'February  20,  1838. 
In  the  interview  which  I  had  with  you  this  morn 
ing,  when  yon  declined  receiving  from  me  the  note 
ol  col.  J.  W.  Webb,  asking  whether  you  were  cor- 
rectly repcrtid  in  the  Globe  in  what  you  are  there 
represented  to  have  said  of  hijn  in  this  house  upon 
the  12th  iiist,  you  will  please  say  whether  yon  did 
not  remark,  in  substance,  that  in  declining  to  re- 
ceive the  note,  you  hoped  I  would  not  consider  it 
in  any  respect  disrespectful  to  me,  and  that  the 
ground  on  which  you  rested  your  declining  to  re- 
ceive the  note  was  distinclly'this:  that  you  could 
not  consent  to  get  yourself  into  personal  difficul- 
ties, with  conductors  of  public  journal,  for  what 
you  might  think  proper  to  say  in  debate  upon  this 
floor  iii  discharge  of  your  duties  as  a  representative 
of  the  peo|de;  and  that  you  diil  not  rest  your  ob- 
jection, in  our  interview,  upon  any  personal  objec- 
tiops  to  col.  Webb  as  a  gentleman. 

Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  J.  Gr.wes. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley. 

Mr.  Cilley  to  Mr.  Graves. 

House  of  representative.^, 

February  21,  1833. 
The  note  w-hich  you  just  placed  in  my  hands  has 
been  received.  In  reply,  I  have  to  slate  that  in 
your  interview  with  me  this  morning,  when  you 
proposed  to  deliver  a  communication  fioiu  "col. 
Webb,  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  I 
declined  to  receive  it,  because  I  chose  to  be  drawn 
into  no  controversy  w-ith  him.  I  neither  affirmed 
or  di'nied  any  thing  in  reganl  to  his  character;  but 
when  you  remarked  that  this  course  on  my  part 
might  place  you  in  an  unpleasant  situation,  I  stated 
to  you,  and  now  repeat,  that  I  intended  by  the  re- 
fusal no  disrespect  lo  you. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jo.NA.  Cilley. 
Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 


lion.  Henrj'  a  Wise,  is  authorised  by  me  to  make 
the  arrangements  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  J.  Gn.WES. 
Hon.  J.  Citleij. 

Mr.  Wise  states  that  he  presented  the  foregoing 
challenge  to  Jlr.  Cilley,  in  the  parlor  at  Mr. 
Birth's  boarding  house  a  few  minutes  before  12 
o'clock,  111.  on  Friday,  the  23d  instant. 

Ill  addition  lo  the  foregoing  correspondence,  the 
seconds  propose  to  relate  only  such  I'act.'i  and  cir- 
cumstances as  occurred  within  their  joint  know- 
ledge, after  their  own  participation  in  the  melan- 
choly allair. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  about  the 
hour  of  5  o'clock,  p.  m.  Mr.  Jones,  tlie  second  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  delivered  to  Mr.  Graves,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Wise,  and  in  his  presence,  the  following 
note,  which  was  the  first  paper  borne  by  Mr.  Jones, 
to  wit: 

Washington  city,  23rf  Feb.  1838. 
Hon.  IF.  /.  Graves: 

Your  note  of  this  morning  has  been  received 
My  Iriend,  gen.  Jones,  will  "make  the  airange- 
ments  suitable  to  the  occasion." 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JoN.-i.  Cilley. 
Immediately  upon  the  presentation  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  challenge,  Mr.  Gra\  es  retired,  leaving 
Mr.  Jones  with  Mr.  Wise,  who  submitted  to  Mr. 
Wise  the  following  propositions  lor  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  meeting,  to  wit: 

Washington,  Feb  23,  1838. 
Sir:  Mr.  Cill.  y  proposes  to  meet  Mr.  Graves, 
at  such  place  as  in-ay  be  agreed  upon  between  us, 
to-morrow,  al  12  o'clock,  in.  The  weapons  to  be 
used  on  the  occasion  shall  be  rifles;  the  parties 
placed  side  to  side  at  eighty  yards  distance  from 
each  other;  to  hold  the  rifles  horizontally  at  arm'; 
length,  downwards;  the  rifles  to  be  cocked 
triggers  set;  the  words  to  be,  "Gentlemen  are  you 
ready:"  Alter  which,  neither  answering  "No" 
the  words  shall  be,  in  regular  succession,  "Fire — 
one,  two,  three,  four."  Neither  parly  shall  fire 
belore  the  Wurd  "fire"  nor  after  the  uoid  "four." 
The  positions  of  the  parties  at  the  ends  of  the  line 
to  be  delerinin(d  by  lot.  The  second  of  tlie  party 
losing  the  position  shall  have  thegivingof  the  woni. 
The  dress  to  be  ordinary  winter  clothing,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  examination  of  both  parties.  Each  par- 
ty may  have  on  the  ground,  besides  his  second,  a 
surgeon  and  two  other  friends.  The  seconds,  for 
the  execution  of  tbeirrespective  trusts,  are  alloweil 
to  have  a  pair  of  pistols  each  on  the  ground,  hut  no 
other  person  shall  have  any  weapon.  The  rifles  to 
be  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  seconds.  Should 
Mr.  Graves  not  be  able  to  procure  a  rifle  by  the 
time  prescribed,  time  shall  be  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Jo.nes. 
Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


o'clock,  m.  to-day.  He  is  desirous,  however,  lo 
have  the  meeting  lo-day,  if  possible,  and  I  will  in- 
form you  by  hall  past  12  o'clock,  m.  to-day  "hat 
time  to  procure  and  juepare  a  weapon  he  "ill  re- 
quire. 

Very  respectfully.  Sic. 

Hkxhy  a.  Wise. 
Hon.   Georpe  W.  Jones 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Jones  left  at  Mr.  Wise's  room 
the  Ibllowing  note,  to  wil: 

U'us/ii;ig(o»,  inj  a.  m. 

February  2ith,  1S38 
Sin:  Your  note  dated  at  10  o'clock  to  day  is  re- 
ceived, 

In  reply,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
I  have  in  my  possession  an  excellent  rifle,  in  good 
order,  wliich  is  at  the  service  ol  Mr.  Graves. 
\'ery  respeelfully,  kc. 

Geo.  W.  Jo.nes. 
Hon.  Henry  .1.   Wise. 


he  w 
meeli 


Mr.  Graves  to  Mr.  Cilley, 

House  of  representatives, 

February  22,  1838. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday  in  reply  to  mine  of 
that  di'e  is  inexplicit,  unsatisfactory  and  insuffi- 
cient; among  other  IhiiiL'S  in  this:  that,  in  your  de- 
clining to  receive  col.  Webb's  coinmunieation,  it 
does  not  liiiclaim  any  exception  to  him  personally 
as  a  gentleman.  I  have,  therelbre,  to  inquire 
whether  you  declined  to  receive  his  coinnnmiealion,  on 
ilie  ground  of  any  personal  exception  lo  him  as  a  gen- 
tleman or  man  of  twnor?  A  categorical  answer  is 
expected. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  Graves. 
Hon.  X  Cilley.  — 

Mr.  Cilley  to  Mr.  Graves. 

House  of  Representatives, 

February,  22,  1838. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  just  been  placed 
in  iny  hauls.  I  regret  that  mine  of  Yesterday  was 
no!  satisfactory  to  you, but  I  cannola'lmit  the  right !  to  wit: 
on  your  part  to  (uopouud  the  question  to  which  you 
ask  a  categorical  answer,  and  therefore  decline  any 
further  response  to  it. 

Very  rosiiectfjlly, 

Jo.-MA.  Cilley. 
Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 
Here  follows  the  first  paper  borne  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Washington  city,  Feb.  23.  1838. 
As  you  have  declined  accepting  a  communica- 


About  9  o'clock,  p.  m.  at  Mr.  Jones'  room,  a 
Dowson's  Mr.  Wise  returned  to  him  the  foUowin 
answer,  to  wit: 

Washi7iglon,  Feb.  23d,  1838. 

Sir:  The  terms  arranging  the  meeting  between 


Afterwards  Mr.  Jones  sent  to  Mr.  Wise's  room 
e  lolloping  note,  to  wit: 

Washington, 
Feb.  2t,  1838,  H  a.  m. 
Sir:  Through  the  politeness  of  my  friend,  doct. 
Duncan,  I  now  tender  to  you,  lor  the  use  of  Mr. 
Gra\es,  the  lifle  refeired  lo  in  ciy  note  of  lOA,  a. 
m.  this  morning. 

Respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
Geo.  W.  Jo.ves. 
Hon.  //.  .1.  Wise. 

And  with  this  note  a  rifle  and  powder  flask,  and 
balls  weie  lelt  at  Mr.  Wise's  lOom. 

After  the  reception  of  this  note  Irom  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Wise  called  on  him,  at  Dr.  Reilly's,  and  in- 
lorined  Mr.  Jones  that  Mr.  Graves  hail  procured  a 
and  I  rifle  other  than  that  lelt  at  his  room  by  Dr.  Duncan, 
and  uould  be  ready  tor  the  meeting  at  3  o'clock, 
p.  m.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  parlies  should 
meet  at  the  Anacosta  biidge,  on  the  road  to  Marl- 
borough, in  Mary  land,  between  the  hours  of  1^  and 
2fj  o'clock,  p.  in.  and  if  either  got  there  first  he 
should  wait  lor  the  other,  and  that  they  w  ould  thence 
proceed  out  of  the  di.-itrict.  Accoidingly,  the  par- 
ties met  al  the  bridge,  Mr.  Cilley  and  his  party  ar- 
riving there  first,  and  all  proceeded,  about  2  o'clock, 
p.  m.  to  Ihe  place  of  meeting.  On  arriving  at  the 
place,  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Wise  immediately  pro- 
ceed, d  to  mark  oif  the  ground.  They  then  de- 
cided the  choice  of  positions.  Mr.  Wise  won  the 
position,  and  consequently  Mr.  Jones  had  the  giv- 
ing of  the  word.  At  this  time  Mr.  Jones  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Wise  that  two  gentlemen  (.Mr.  Cal- 
hooh  of  Kentucky  and  Mr.  Hawes  of  Kenturkv) 
v\  ere  at  some  distance  ofl,  spectators,  but  they  shoiild 
not  approach  upon  the  groiiml.  Mr.  Jones  replied 
that  lie  objected  to  their  coming  on  the  ground,  as 
it  was  against  the  articles  of  the  inciting,  hut  he 
entertained  lor  them  the  highest  r<s|)etl.  Mr. 
Wise  also  informed  Mr.  Jones  that,  conlraiy  to  the 
lerins,  he  had  brought  on  Ihe  ground  (uo  rifles;  that 
if  he  (Mr.  Jones)  required  him  to  do  so,  he  would 
iiumedialely  send  one  of  them  away.  Upon  Mr. 
Jones  finding  that  the  rifle  w-as  unlojded,  he  con- 
sented that  it  should  remain  in  one  of  the  carriages. 


Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley,  which   you  presented  I  There  were,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  several  person 


to  me  this  evening  though  unusual  and  objecliona 
ble,  are  accepted;  with  the  undeislanding  that  the 
rifles  are  to  be  loaded  with  a  single  ball,  and  that 
neither  party  is  to  raise  his  weapon  from  the  down- 
ward horizontal  position  until  the  word  "fire." 

I  will  inform  you.  sir,  by  Ihe  hour  of  1 1  o'clock 
a.  m.  to-morrow,    whether  M 
able  to    procure  a  rifle,  and 


ground,  (besides  the  hack-drivers  and  the 
two  gentlemen  before  mentioned  at  a  distance,) 
who  were  there  without  the  authority  or  consent  of 
either  party  or  their  friends,  as  far  as  is  known 
cither  to  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Wise,  and  one  of  these 
persons  was  supposed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  field, 
ves  has  been  [  Sborlly  after  the  bourof  3  o'clock,  \<.  m.  the  rifles 
quently  whether  [  were  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  seconds;  the  par- 


Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Hesht  a.  Wise. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 

About  8  o'clock,   a.  m.  on  the  24th  inst.  Mr. 
Jones  left  at  Mi.  Wise's  room  the  following  note. 


Washington  city,  D.  C. 
February  24,  1838. 
I  will  receive,  at  doct.  Reily's   on  F  street, 
.i:i,  cnmmiiiiiealion  \"u   may  see  proper  to  :nake 
me,  unlil  11  o'clock,  a.  in.  to-day. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 
Hon.  U.  J.  Wise. 


Sir: 


require   a   postponement   of  the  time    of   ties  were  called,  together;  they  were  fully  ins:rucled 

by  Mr.  Jones  as  to  their  position,  and  the  words 
twice  repeated  to  them,  as  they  would  be,  and  as 
they  were,  delivered  to  them,  in  the  exchange  of 
shots.  After  this  they  were  ordered  to  their  re- 
spective positions,  the  seconds  assumed  Iheir  places, 
and  the  iriends  accompanying  the  seconds  w-cre 
disposed  along  the  line  of  fire  to  observe  that  each 
obeyed  the  terms  of  meeting.  Mr.  Jones  gave 
the  words  distinctly,  audibly,  and  in  regular  succes- 
sion, and  the  parlies  exchanged  shots  without  vio- 
lating in  the  least  a  single  instniclion.  'I'hey  both 
missed.  After  which,  Mr.  Wise  called  upon  the 
friends  generally  to  assemble  and  lo  hear  what  was 
lo  be  said.  Upon  the  assenddinir  of  the  friei.ris. 
Mr.  Jones  inquired  of  Mr.  Wise  whether  his  friend 
(Mr.  Graves)  was  satisfied?  Mr.  Wise  immedi- 
ately  said,  in  substance;  "Mr.  Jones,  these  gentle- 
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men   havo   come  here  wiUioiit  auiuiosity  towards 
each  other;  they  are  fighting  merely  upon  a  point 
oflioaor;  cannot  Mr.  Cilley  assign  some  reason  lor 
not  receiving  at  Mr.  Graves's    hands  col.  Webb's 
communication,  or  make  some  disclaimer  which 
will  relieve  Mr.  Graves  from   his  position.'"     Mi. 
Jones  replied,  in  substance:  "Whilst  the  challenge 
is  impending,    Mr.   Cilley  can  make  no  explana- 
tions."'    Mr.  Wise  said,  in  substance:  "The  ex- 
change of  shots  suspends  the  challenge,  and  the 
challenge  is  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion."    Mr.  Jones  thereujiou   said   he  would   see 
Mr.  Cilley,  and  did   go  to  him.     He  returned,  and 
asked  Mr.    Wise    again:  "Mr.  Wise,  do  I    under- 
stand aright  that  the  challenge  is  suspended?"   Mr. 
Wise   answered:  "It   is."    JVIr.   Jones   was   then 
about  to  proceed,  when  Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  it 
was  best,  perhaps,  to  give  the  explanation  or  rea- 
son in  writing.     Mr.  Jones  then  said,  in  substance: 
"Mr.  Wise,  if  you  require  me  to  put  what  I   have 
to  say   in  writing,  I  shall   require  you  to  put  what 
you   have   said,   or  may   say,   in  writing."     Mr. 
Wise  replied:    "Well,  let  us  hear  the   explanation 
beforehand,  as  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  put  it  in 
writing."     Mr.  Jones  then  proceeded,  as  he  now 
thinks,  substantially  to  say:  "I   am  authorized  by 
my  friend,  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say,  that  in  declining  to 
receive  the  note  from  Mr.  Graves,  purporting  to  be 
from  col.   Webb,  he  meant   no  disrespect  to  Mr. 
Graves,  because  he  entertained  for  him  then,  as 
he  now  does,  the   highest  respect  and  most  kind 
feelings;  but  that   he  declined  to  receive  the  note, 
because  he  chose  not  to  be  drawn  into  any  contro- 
versy   with  col.   Webb."     Mr.   Wise  thinks  this 
answer  to  Mr.  Jones  vvas,  in  substance,  as  lollows: 
"I  am  authorized  by  my  friend  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say, 
that    in  declining  to   receive   the   note   from    iVlr. 
Graves,  purporting  to  be  from  col.  Webb,  he  meant 
no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  because  he  entertain- 
ed liir  him  then,  as  he  iloes  now,  the  highest  respect 
and  the  most  kind  feelings;  but   nsy  friend  refuses 
to  disclaim  disrespect  lor    col.  Webb,  because  he 
does  not  clioose  to  be  drawn  into  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  him."     Such  i.s  the  substantial  dilfer- 
ence   now   between  the   two  seconds,  as   to   this 
answer  of  Mr.  Jones.     The  friends  on  each  side, 
with  the  seconds,  then   retired  from  each  other  to 
consult  upon  this  explanation.     After  consultation, 
Mr.  Wise  returned  to  Mr.  Jones,  and  said:  "Mr. 
Jones,  this  answer  leaves  Mr.  Graves  precisely  in 
the  position  in  which  he  stood  when  the  challenge 
was  sent."     Much  conversation  then  ensued  be- 
tween the  seconds  and  their  friends,  but  no  nearer 
approach  to  reconciliation    being  made,  the  chal- 
lenge   was   renewed,    and    another   shot    was    ex- 
changed in  a  manner  perfectly  fair  and  honorable 
to   all   parties.     After  this,  the  seconds  and   the 
friends   again   assembled,  and  the  challenge  was 
again  witlidrawn,  and  a  very  similar  conversation 
to  that  alter  tlie  first  exchange  of  shots  again  en- 
sued.    Mr.  Jones  then  remarked:  "Mr.  Wise,  my 
friend,  in  coining  to   the   ground,  and  exchanging 
shots  with  Mr.  Giaves,   has   shown  to  the  world, 
that  in  declining  to  receive  the  note  of  col.  Webb, 
he  did  not  do  so  because  he  dreaded  a  controversy. 
He  has  shown  himself  a  brave  man,  and  disposed 
to  render  satisfaction   to   Mr.  Graves.     I  do  think 
that  he  has  done  so,  and  that  the  matter  should  end 
here."     To  this,   Mr.   Wise  replied  in  substance: 
"Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  has  already  expressed  his 
lespcct  for  Mr,  Gruiiesia  Ihe  written  corresponilence 
and  Mr.  Graves  docs    not  require  of  Mr.  Cilley  a 
eertihcatc  of  character  for  col.  Webb;  he  considers 
himself  bound  not  only  to  preserve  the  respect  due 
to   himself,  but  to  defend  the  honor  of  his  friend, 
col.   Webb."       'f  hese   words  of   Mr.  Wise,  Mr. 
Jones  recollects,  and  Mr.  Wise  thinks  he  atlded 
the  words:  "IVlr.  Graves  only  insists  that  he  has 
not  borne  the  note  of  a  man  who  is  not  a  man  of 
honor,  and   not  a  gentleman."     Alter  much  more 
conversation,  and  Inelfeclnal  attempts  to  adjust  the 
(natter,   the   challenge   was    again    renewed;    and 
whilst    the    friends  were  again    loading    the    rides 
for  the  third   exchange  of  shots,  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Wise  walked  apart,  and  each   proposed  to  the 
other  anxiously  to  settle  the  alfair.     Mr.  Wise  ask- 
ed Mr.  .fones  "If  Mr.   Cilley  could  not  assign  the 
reason   for  declining  to  receive   the   note  of   col. 
Webb,  that  he  (Mr.  Cilley)  did   not  hold   himself 
accountable  to  col.  Webb  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
.    bate?"     Mj.  Jones  replied  that  "Mr.  Cilley  would 
not  assign  that  reason,  because  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  expressing  the  opinion  whcthci 
he  was  or  was  not  accountable  for  words  spoken  in 
debate."     Mr.  Wi.se  then,  according  to  his  recol- 
leclion,   askeil    Mr.  Jones  whether   "  Mr.    Cilley 
would  not  say,  that  in  declining  to  receive  tlie  note 
of  col.  Webb,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves, 
either  directli/  or  indirecllii?"    To  which  Mr.  Jones 
replied  in  the  aliirmalive,  adding,  "Mr.  Cilley  en- 
tertains the  highest  re.^po^ct  for  Mr.  Graves,  but  de- 


clined to  receive  the  note,  because  he  chose  to  be 
drawn  into  no  controversy  with  coi.  Webb.  Alter 
further  explanatory  conversation,  the  parties  then 
exchanged  the  third  shot,  fairly  and  honorably,  as 
in  eveiy  instance.  Immediately  previous  to  the 
last  exchange  of  shots,  Mr.  Wise  said  to  Mr.  Jones, 
"If  this  matter  is  not  terminated  this  shot,  and  is 
not  settled;  I  will  propose  to  shorten  the  distance." 
To  which  Mr.  Jones  replied,  "After  this  shot, 
without  effect,  I  will  entertain  the  proposition." 

After  Mr.  Cilley  fell,  Mr.  Wise,  for  Mr.  Graves, 
expressed  a  desire  to  Mr.  Jones  to  see  Mr.  Cilley. 
Mr,  Jones  replied  to  Mr.  Wise,  "My  friend  is 
dead;"  and  went  on  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  told  him 
that  there  was  no  objection  to  his  request  to  see 
Mr.  Cilley.  When  Mr.  Jones  approached  Mr. 
Graves,  and  informed  him  that  his  request  should 
be  granted,  Mr.  Graves  inquired,  "How  is  her" 
The  reply  was,  "My  friend  is  dead,  sir."  Mr. 
Graves  then  went  to  his  cairiage.  Mr.  Wise  in- 
quired of  Mr.  Jones,  before  leaving  the  ground, 
whether  he  could  render  any  service,  and  tendered 
all  the  aid  in  his  power.  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Jones 
concur  that  there  were  three  shots  exchanged. 

Such  is  the  naked  statement  of  all  the  material 
facts  and  circumstances  attending  this  unfortunate 
alfair  of  honor,  which  we  make  in  justice  to  our 
friends,  to  ourselves,  to  all  concerned,  to  the  living 
and  to  the  dead;  and  it  is  madeforthe  only  purpose 
of  allaying  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  and  to 
prevent  any  and  all  further  controversy  upon  asub- 
ject,  which  already  is  full  enough  of  woe.  We 
have  fully  and  substantially  stated  wherein  we 
agree  and  disagree.  We  cordially  agree,  at  all 
events,  in  bearing  unqualified  testimony  to  the  fair 
and  honorable  manner  in  which  this  duel  was  con- 
ducted. We  endeavored  to  discharge  our  duties 
according  to  that  code  under  which  the  parties  met, 
regulated  by  magnanimous  principles,  and  the  laws 
of  humanity.  Neither  of  us  has  taken  the  least  ex- 
ception to  the  course  of  the  other;  and  we  sincerely 
hope  that  here  all  controversy  whatever  may  cease. 
We  especially  desire  our  respective  friends  to  make 
no  publication  on  the  subject.  None  can  regret 
the  termination  of  the  affair  more  than  ourselves, 
and  we  hope  again  that  the  last  of  it  will  be  the  sig- 
natures of  our  names  to  this  paper,  which  we  now 
ahl.x. 

GEO.   W.  JONES. 
HENRY  A.  WISE. 


was  also  [jrovcd  that  two  guns  or  pistols  were  fired 
from  the  outside  of  the  warehouse  at  those  within; 
that  showers  of  stones  were  discharged  against  the 
front  of  the  building,  by  which  the  windows  were 
demolished;  that,  during  the  attack,  a  man  named 
Bishop  was  shot  from  the  inside  of  the  warehouse; 
that  some  of  the  defendants  were  seen  carrying 
away  his  body,  observing  that  one  of  their  men  had 
been  wounded;  that  Mr.  Gillinan  addressed  the 
crowd  from  Ihe  third  story  of  the  building,  request- 
ing them  to  desist,  and  stating  that  he  was  defend; 
ing  his  property,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  at 
the  risk  of  his  life;  that  he  was  replied  to  by  one  of 
the  defendants,  as  spokesman  for  the  rest,  who  ob- 
served that  they  were  deterermined  to  destroy  the 
press,  if  it  cost  them  their  lives. 

"It  was  also  proved  by  the  mayor  and  S.  W. 
Kobbins,  a  justice  of  Jhe  peace,  that  they  identified 
several  ot  the  defendants,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
declaring  that  they  would  have  Ihe  press;  that  a 
man  was  seen  going  towards  the  warehouse  with 
fire  in  his  hands,  swearing  that  he  would  burn 
down  the  building;  that  a  ladder  was  set  up  against 
the  side,  and  the  fiie  actually  communicated  to  the 
roof;  that  at  this  time  Mr.  West  went  in  with  the 
mayor  to  propose  a  capitulation,  by  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  if  those  inside  would  leave  the  ware- 
house and  give  up  the  press,  they  should  not  be  in- 
jured, and  no  other  property  except  the  press  mo- 
lested; that  the  building  was  accordingly  abandon- 
ed by  Mr.  Gilman  and  its  other  defenders,  as  the 
only  means  left  them  to  prevent  its  destruction, 
and  that  of  their  own  lives;  that  they  were  fired 
upon  by  some  of  the  crowd  as  they  retreated;  that, 
upon  their  leaving  the  warehouse,  it  was  imme- 
diately entered  by  some  of  the  defendants,  and 
others;  that  the  press  vvas  thrown  out  and  demol- 
ished with  a  sledgehammer.  See. 

"This  constitutes  the  .-urn  of  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution.  On  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants it  was  proven  by  Mr.  Gillman  that  he  was  not 
the  owners  of  the  press,  and  had  no  further  interest 
in  it  than  the  liability  of  himself  and  partner  for  its 
safe-keeping.  After  argument  by  counsel,  the  case 
was  submitted  to  the  jury,  who  returned  a  verdict 
of  not  guilty. 

"Counsel  for  the  people,  F.  B.  Murdoch,  city  at- 
torney, and  Alfred  Cowles,  esqrs.;  fbrthe  defence, 
U.  F.  Liiider,  esq.  attorney  general." — Cincimiali 
Gazette. 


THE  ALTON  AFFAIR. 

A  brief  notice  that  the  Alton  trials  had  resulted 
in  the  acquittal  of  all  the  parties,  has  been  lor  some 
time  travelling  the  rounds  of  our  newspaper  press. 
These  trials  involved  the  riots,  arson,  and  murder 
of  last  November,  at  Alton,  and  such  reports  as  we 
have  seen  are  very  )ierplexed  and  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  first  case  that  attracted  my  attention,  it 
appeared  that  the  court  disclaimed  jurisdiction. 
From  what  I  could  collect,  the  court  was  a  newly 
organized  city  tribunal,  which,  with  its  entire  ju- 
risdiction, had  been  created  subsequent  to  the 
transactions  drawn  into  question  before  it.  Hence 
its  disclaimer  of  jarisdiction.  In  that  case,  the 
jury  found  the  dell-ndiinisguiUi/  of  the  f  ids  charged, 
and  not  guilli/  for  defect  of  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
To  the  protesfion,  generally,  this  would  appear  a 
most  anomalous  proceeding,  indicating  a  mere 
mockery  of  justice.  Whethertha  other  cases  were 
brought  on  before  the  same  unauthorized  court,  or 
whether  it  vvas  rendered  competent  to  try  and  pun- 
ish, we  are  not  advised.  The  parties  "implicated 
have  been  subjected  to  the  form  of  trial,  and 
iiave  got  the  benefits  of  an  acquittal.  It  is  due  to 
the  country  that  these  trials  should  be  better  under- 
stood. 

The  Alton  Telegraph,  edited  by  J.  Baillhache, 
gives  us  a  sketch  of  the  trials  which  last  look  place. 
They  appear  to  have  been  had  in  tlie  municipal 
court.  The  parties  who  defended  the  house  were 
charged  with  a  riot  in  one  indictment;  the  assail- 
ants were  chart^ed  with  the  same  oflence,  in  another 
indictment.  We  subjoin  the  Telegraph  sketch  of 
this  latter  trial. 

"On  the  part  of  the  people,  it  was  proved  that 
the  press  had  arrived  by  steamboat  adavortuo 
previous  to  the  7th  of  November,  consigned  lo  I\Tr. 
A.  B.  Rolf,  hut  was  landed  at  Messrs.  Godfrey  St 
(.;ilman's  warehouse,  where  itwas  stored;  that  said 
warehouse  was  built  by  those  gentlemen  in  l.S.)2. 
and  has  been  since  that  time  owned  and  occupied 
by  them,  as  forwarding  and  commission  merchants; 
that,  on  the  afternoon  of  November  7,  one  of  the 
defendants  bad  told  the  witness  (H.  11.  West,  i  sq.) 
that  the  hoys  were  soing  to  attack  the  warehouse, 
and  that  it  would  either  be  blown  up  or  bumf,  un- 
less the  press  was  given  up;  and  that  some  of  the 


THE  HON.  MR.  RUGGLES. 
The  following   is   Mr.  Jones'  statement  of  the 
transaction    with  Mr.  Ruggles   in  relation  to   his 
patent  lock. 

State  of  New  Jersey,  Essex  county,  to  wit: — Be 
it  remembered  that  on  this  tenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1S.3S,  before  me,  Jacob  L. 
Douglass  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Essex  aforesaid  duly  commission- 
ed and  sworn  and  residing  at  the  city  of  Newarlc, 
in  said  county,  personally  appeared  Henry  C. 
Jones,  of  the  city  of  Newark  aforesaid,  of  full  age, 
who  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on 
his  oath  deposeth  and  saith:  th.at  in  the  month  of 
January  last,  he,  this  deponent,  ivcnt  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sufficiency  of  the  specification,  upon  which  a  pa- 
tent of  a  lock  for  trunks,  bags  &c.  had  been  pre- 
viou.'ily  granted  to  this  deponent,  and  of  procuring 
a  new  patent,  if  the  former  should  p.rove  insuffi- 
cient, and  also  with  the  view  of  introducing  his 
said  lock  into  more  general  notice,  and  of  procur- 
ing its  adoption  by  the  post  office  department,  if 
possible. 

That  on  or  about  the  25tli  January  last  past,  this 
deponent  applied  to  the  hon.  Henry  L.  Ellsworth, 
commissioner  of  the  patent  oliice,  at  the  patent 
office  in  Ihe  city  of  Washington,  and  requested  his 
opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  tlie  specification  on 
which  his  patent  had  been  granted,  and  was  by  him 
referred  to  Dr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Keller,  whom  he 
found  in  a  private  apartment  in  the  patent  office, 
known  as  the  secret  archives,  and  also  a  third  per- 
son, then  unknown  to  this  deponent. 

That  the  deponent  then  submitted  bis  patent  and 
spccificnlion,to  the  three  person?  above  mentioned, 
all  of  whom  concurred  in  declaring  them  to  be  in- 
sufficient; this  deponent  thereupon  ir, quired  for  a 
competent  person  whom  he  couhl  procure  to  draw 
a  new  and  correct  specification,  when  the  person 
above  alluded  to,  and  who  was  then  unknown  to 
this  deponent,  offered  to  draw  a  new  specification 
for  the  deponent,  and  on  this  deponent's  enquiring 
what  would  be  his  charge  for  so  doing,  answered 
that  "he  did  not  know,  perhaps  ncthing;  he  would 
see  when  it  was  done."  This  deponent  then  en- 
quired for  his  address,  and  on  its  being  given, 
learned,  to  his  surprise,  that  he  was  the  hon.  John 
Ruggles.  U.  S.  senator  from  Maine.  This  de- 
ponent by  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Rugjles,  called 


in  a  company  ofaboutlwcnty-five. 

that  formed  a  line  from  a  certain  grocery,  swcaiinff     ^  „,,  ^..    ,         ^^     ,^ 

that  they  would  have  the  press  at  all  hazards.    It '  [jpon  "hirn  arhiV'lodgi^igsroirt'he  evening  oFthat 
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day,  ;ind  also  on  the  r!vuiii!;gs  of  the  two  succ.v^il- 
inpc  ilays,  and  duriiis;  those  interviews  had  con- 
siderable conversation  with  Mr.  Ruijgles  respecting 
the  hicl{  which  thiis  deponent  had  invented,  anri  for 
uliich  he  w;is  desirous  to  obtain  a  new  patent. 
Ill  tlie  course  of  these  coiiversations,  Mr.  Iiui;s:l''s 
spiike  repL'atedly  and  strongly  of  the  great  dilii- 
culty  of  preparing  specifications  correctly,  and  of 
Ihi'  large  iin:iiber'of  specifications  that  were  incor- 
rectly made,  and  also  observed  that  he  was  the 
franier  of  the  present  patent  law,  and  could  there- 
fore prepare  specifications  under  it  better  than  any 
other  person. 

During  the  conversation  above  named,  tliis  de- 
ponent also  expressed  his  desire  to  procure  the 
adoption  of  his  lock  lor  rjail  bags,  by  the  posl- 
otiice  department,  and  Mr.  Ruggles  said  he  had 
considerable  inlluence  with  the  post  olfice  depart- 
ment, and  proposed  to  this  deponent,  that  if  this 
deponent  would  give  hiui  an  interest  in  the  profits 
arising  from  the  manulactnre  and  sale  of  the  locks, 
he,  (Mr.  R.)  would  use  his  influence  to  procure 
its  adoption  by  the  department.  Mr.  Ruggles  at 
the  same  time  proposed  that  the  assignment  of  in- 
terest in  the  lock  sliould  be  made  in  the  name  of 
his  (Mr.  Ruggles')  brother  who  lives  at  Worces- 
ter, .Massachusetrs,  and  requested  this  deponent 
not  to  let  it  be  kno.vn,  that  he  (.Air.  R.)  Iiad  any 
interest  ill  the  lock,  as,  if  known,  it  might  lessen 
his  inlluence  in  procuring:  it  to  be  adopted  by  the 
post  office  department.  This  deponent  objected  to 
m.iking  an  asslgiinient  to  Mr.  Ruggles'  brother, 
without  liavingsoen  him,  and  Mr.  Ruggles  subse- 
qiii'ntly,  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  at  the  capi- 
tol.  said  that  he  would  take  the  assignm  "iit  in  his 
own  name. 

Several  days  having  elapsed  after  Mr.  Ruggles 
hatl  undertaken  to  prepare  the  specification,  and 
this  deponent  being  desirous  to  return  home,  and 
to  avoid  the  expense  of  a  protracted  stay  at  Wash- 
ington, he  became  uigent  with  Mr.  Rugjrles  to 
complete  the  specification,  and  finally,  on  the  first 
day  of  this  present  month,  .Mr.  Ruggles  informed 
this  deponent  that  the  specification  was  completed. 
They  accoidin;;ly  on  the  same  day,  went  togetlier 
to  the  patent  ollice  and  after  this  deponent  had  made 
affidavit  to  the  specification  which  i\lr.  Ruggles 
had  prepared,  ami  this  deponent  had  also  paid  to 
the  proper  officer  the  fees  required  for  securing  a 
new  patent,  he,  this  deponent,  ivcpiested  Mr.  Rug- 
gles to  deliver  to  him  the  specification  to  be  de- 
posited with  thtf  proper  officer  and  also  the  old 
patent  that  he  might  give  it  up  to  be  cancell.-'d, 
which  was  necessary  to  be  done  before  a  new  pa- 
tent could  be  obtained,  Mr.  Ruggles  declined  giv- 
ing them  to  the  deponent  alleging  that  he  wished 
to  make  some  alteration  in  the  specification  in 
order  to  ren.ler  it  moie  correct,  to  which  the  de- 
ponent objected  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  sworn  to 
bv  him  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  altered.  Mr. 
Raggles  then  reqiif  sted  this  deponent  to  retire  with 
lii.a  into  the  apartment  used  as  a  depository  of 
models,  and  there  presented  to  this  deponent  a 
paper  purjiorting  to  be  a  memorandum  of  cove- 
nants and  aireeinents  between  the  said  John  Ru;;- 
gles  and  this  de[ionent,  vvhieli  he  requested  this 
deponent  to  sign,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a 
true  copy  from  the  original  nov\-  in  the  possession 
oi  this  deponent,  omiliing  the  erasures — 

"Memorandum  of  covenants  and  agreements 
made  and  enteivd  inio  by  and  between  Henry  C. 
Junes,  of  Newark,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  on 
on=  part,  and  John  Ru^cjles  of  Thomaston,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  on  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
whereas  the  said  Jones  has  taken  out  a  patent  for 
an  iicproved  lock  for  mail  pouches,  bags,  trunks, 
chests,  &.c.,and  the  said  Ruggles  has  become  inter- 
ested by  assiejnment  in  the  said  patent — Now, 
therefore,  in  consideration  thereof,  the  said  Jones 
claiming  the  special  risht.  during  the  term  of  the 
patent,  of  mannfacturing  all  said  locks,  which  the 
said  Ruggles,  his  agents  or  assigns  shall  want,  or 
for  which  he  or  they  may  find  a  sale,  the  said  Jones 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assijns,  covenants  and 
airrees  to  manufa-ture  and  deliver  all  said  locks 
which  said  Ru;::les,  his  heirs  or  assigns  may  apply 
for,  with  reasonable  promptness  and  despatch:  and 
the  locks  which  said  Rua:g!es  sliall  so  receive,  he 
sliall  account  lor  and  pay  to  said  Jones,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  three  fourths  of  the  amount  or  price 
which  he  or  they  shall  receive  or  realize  from 
others  generally.  .\nd  the  said  Jones  on  his  part, 
for  himself,  his  heiis  an.l  assigns,  covenants  and 
ajrees  to  render  an  account  to  the  said  Ruggles, 
his  heirs  and  assiijns,  of  all  said  locks  he,  his  heirs 
or  assigns  shall  dispose  of,  and  iiay  to  said  Ruj 
gi  ■*,  i-'S  h'irs  n\-  as.-igns,  one  fourih  part  oi  >'..•• 
s.:.u3  or  price  received  therefor,  (not,  however, 
being  accountable  for  bail  debts  contracted  in  the 
state  thereof,)  first  deducting  the  expense  of  manu- 
facturing the  same. 


Tliis  d  pon'nt  took  the  said  papir,  but  declin;  d 
signing  ii  at  llie  lime,  sayingthni  h.?  wis'ied  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it.  Mr.  HuggUs  strongly  urged 
deponent  to  sign  said  writing,  saying,  among  other 
things,  that  he  had  disctiveied  an  improvement  of 
the  lock  which  he  would  communicate  to  this  de- 
ponent, if  he  would  sign  the  said  piper,  but  this 
deponent  pereisted  in  declining  lo  si;;n  it.  In  the 
course  of  the  conversation  which  linn  took  place, 
this  deponent  remarked  that  he  wished  his  lock  to 
stand  on  its  own  merits;  and  to  which  .Mr.  Kug- 
sles  replied — •■Things  do  not  i;o  dmvn  here 
their  own  merit,  but  by  |)ulling  the  right  striti 
and  if  you  will  make  me  intereslcd,  I  will  pull  the| 
ri;;ht  string,  otherwise,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do 
about  it,  unless  you  will  sign  the  paper  before  you 
go  home."  This  deponent  and  i\lr.  Ruggles  then 
parted.  Mr.  Ruggles  taking  with  him  the  specifi- 
cation and  the  old  patent;  the  latter,  however,  the 
deponent  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  him  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  d.ay,  and  haviii!:  by  the  aid  of 
real  friends,  procured  a  new  specification  to  be 
prepared  by  a  competent  person,  succeeded  at  las! 
in  procuring  a  new  patent  without  the  friendly 
offices  and  assistance  of  the  hon.  John  Ruggles.  of 
Thomaston  in  the  state  of  Maine,  and  without 
sacrificing  the  quarter  part  of  his  earnings  for  four- 
teen years  Id  come. 

HENRY  C.  JONES, 

ffwnrn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written  before  me. 

JACOB  L.  DOUCf.ASS, 

Justice  of  the  peace. 


OFFICIAL— IT  RE. 

West  Point.  Feb.  19,  183S. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the 
buildinjs  occupied  by  the  engineering,  chemical, 
and  philosophical  departments,  and  the  library, 
were  consumed  last  night  by  fire.  The  fire  origi- 
nated in  one  of  the  engineering  rooms,  used  on 
Sundays  as  a  reading  loom,  and  was  not  discover- 
ed until  it  had  so  far  spread  as  to  render  all  efforts 
to  extinguish  it  useless. 

In  communicating  this  unfortunate  occurrence 
to  you,  it  is  gratifying  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  | 
state  that  the  books  of  the  library,  the  philosoph- 
ical instruments,  and  the  chemical  apparatus,  were 
all  saved,  by  the  timely  exertions  of  the  officers 
and  cadets.  Of  course,  many  articles  have  been 
more  or  less  injured  in  the  rapid  manner  in  which 
they  had  to  be  removed,  but  tiie  loss  will  be  incon- 
siderable, compared  wilh  the  value  of  property 
exposed.  The  adjutant's  oflice  was  immediateiy 
over  the  room  where  the  fire  originated,  and  I  re- 
gret to  inform  you  that  all  the  records  and  papers 
were  destroyed.  I  have  been  busy  this  forenoon 
in  having  the  books  arid  instruments  secured,  and 
have  occupied  rooms  at  the  hotel  for  that  purpose. 
The  mislortune  will  only  cause  a  delay  of  two 
or  three  days  in  the  academic  exercises. 

I  have,  sir,  to  request  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
may  be  ordered  for  the  pur|iose  of  investigating 
the  cause  of  the  accident. 

No  tiuie  will  be  lost  in  laying  before  you  the 
extent  of  the  damages  sustained. 
With  the  highest  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  DE  RUSSEY, 
Lieut,  col.  anil  siii>erintendenl  M.  .'2. 
Bri".  Gen.  Cn.\nLEs  Gn.\TioT, 

Chief  Engineer.  U.  S. 

IMPORTANT  FROM  DETROIT. 
From  the  Cleveland  .Idccrtiser. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  this  morn- 
ing's mail,  from  a  gentleman,  a  resident  of  this 
lit)',  now  in  Detroit,  whose  statements  are  made 
from  personal  observation,  and  may  be  relied  upon 
as  correct: 

Detroit,  Friday,  Feb.  16. 

As  but  little  intelligence  has  recently  been  found 
in  the  Detroit  journals  as  to  the  progress  of  the  re- 
volution in  Canada,  you  may  be  desirous  of  being 
advised  of  passing  events  upon  this  portion  of  the 
frontier.  I  have  just  passed  from  Lower  Sandusky 
to  tills  city,  and  liave  collected  all  the  information 
as  to  the  plans,  the  strength  of  the  patiiots,  and  also 
the  means  of  resistance  with  which  they  are  to  be 
opposed  by  the  ]irovincial  government.  .\  profound 
silence  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  here  as  to 
the  offensive  movements  of  the  patriots;  so  much 
so,  indeed,  that  by  many,  even  here,  the  enterprise 
is  supposed  to  be  abandoned;  and  were  I  not  salis- 
!■•  ■(!  that  a  decisive  blow  will  be  struck  before  you 
,li.i;l  have  received  this  letter,  I  should  not  feet  at 
liberty  to  address  you  on  the  subject. 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  is  here  in  person,  though 
he  appears  only  "incog.,"  and  Southerland  and 
Freeland  are  also  here,  andDuncombe  and  McKen- 


zie  are  supposed  to  be  here.  The  militia  have  been 
ord  red  out,  under  the  command  of  j.-n.  Bradv,  to 
maintain  the  stipulated  neutrality  between  the 
United  States  government  and  that  of  the  Canailas; 
but  general  B.,  finding  their  sympathies  so  strongly 
in  favor  of  the  patriot  cause  was  obliged  to  dis- 
charge them.  Tlie  only  force,  therelbre,  now  en. 
gaged  ill  this  service  is  a  company  of  the  Uniled 
Slates  troops,  sent  from  Buli'alo  by  general  Scott, 
which  is  stalionecl  at  Gihralfer.  The  patriot  army 
which  is  se.illered  along  this  portion  of  Ihc  frontier, 
is  from  fifteen  hundred  to  /leo  thousand  strong,  and 
is  well  supplied  by  its  officers,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary munitions  of  war.  Few,  however,  ol  the  sol- 
diers are  to  be  found  in  the  principaltowns,  but  are 
dispersed  Ihrough  the  interior  at  some  distance 
from  tiie  shore,  who  stand  ready,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  lo  rush  to  the  rallying  points,  and  enter 
upon  actual  service.  Despatches  were  yesterday 
sent  to  different  quarters,  the  object  of  which,  as  is 
supposed,  was  to  collect,  and  march  to  the  point 
designated  for  the  complete  organization  of  Ihc  ar- 
my. You  will  see,  therefore,  tliat,  should  nothing 
occur  to  arrest  the  present  movements,  a  descent 
will  be  made  upon  Canada  as  early  as  Sunday  or 
Monday  next.  The  intention  is  to  cross  the  ice  a 
mile  or  more  below  Gihraller,  and  enter  the  pro- 
vince at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  fort  at  Mai- 
den to  avoid  being  borne  down  upon  by  the  oid- 
nance  slationed  there  for  its  defence. 

In  relation  to  the  force  at  Maiden,  it  is  variously 
estimated  at  from  five  fo  eleven  hundred  regular 
troops;  the  latter  of  which  must  full  nearer  the 
truth,  provided  the  intelligence  of  last  evening  was 
correct,  that  a  reinforcement  of  eight  hundred  men 
from  Toronto  had  been  received.  Prior  to  this, 
however,  the  force  at  Maiden  must  have  been  very 
inconsiderable. 

You  will  see,  fVoin  what  I  have  written,  that  tlie 
spirit  of  revolution  is  not,  as  has  been  supposed, 
extiimnishtd.  It  is  true,  iiiileed,  that  some  of  its 
leading  enterprises  have  miscarried;  but  it  is  also 
true  that,  while  the  fortune  of  war  seemed  unpropi- 
tioiis,  the  brulaliiy  and  oppression  which  have  been 
executed  upon  those  who,  during  the  recent  striiir- 
gle,  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tyrants,  have  fan- 
ned the  fire  of  revolution  into  a  fiercer  flame. 
I  am,  in   haste,  truly  yours.  Sic. 

Detroit,  Saturday,  Feb.  17. 

"Intelligence  reached  here  this  morning  that  the 
patriots  crossed  over  to  the  Canada  shore  last  even- 
ing, Willi  a  strong  force.  They  enteied  the  pro- 
vince below  Maiden,  according  to  previous  ar- 
rangements." 

Correspondence  of  the  Jllbany  Jlrgus. 

Mams,  Jefferson,  co.  Feb.  19,   lS.3'li. 

The  slate  arsenal  at  Walertown  was  broken  open 
last  evening,  and  some  .500  muskets  was  taken  out. 
Fairbanks,  who  is  the  keeper,  has  offered  a  reward 
of  S2.')0  lor  the  recovery  of  them. 

There  begins  to  be  some  excitement  here  Hpoii 
the  subject  of  Canada.  Many  loads  of  men  and 
provisions  have  been  and  are  now  passing  here  lor 
the  nortli. 

Some  of  them  have  called  at  the  dilTerent  stores 
for  powder,  and  have  bou;;lit  all  that  was  lor  sale  by 
the  keg.  Whether  it  will  amount  lo  any  thing  or 
not,  we  cannot  determine. 

[The  lepoit  is,  that  there  is  a  considerable  force 
on  file  frontier,  in  Jetfer.son  county,  and  that  a  des- 
cent upon  Canada,  at  some  point,  is  conlem])lated. 
We  doubt  it,  however.] 

A  leller  from  llamilloii,  dated  12th  February,  in 
the  Rochester  Democrat,  states  that  there  was  a 
riot  at  Toronto  on  the  9lh,  in  which  four  were  kil- 
led and  severiil  wounded. 


S  1^ E E  C  H   OF   M  li.    WEBSTER, 

OF    M.\SS.\CHUSETT3, 

Wednesday,  January  31,  iS;3S, 

O.V     TIIK     SUD-TBEASUny     BILL. 

"Let  the  government  attend  to  its  own  business, 
and  let  the  people  attend  to  theirs." 

"Let  the  government  take  care  that  it  secures  a 
sound  currency  for  its  own  use,  and  let  it  leave  all 
the  rest  to  the  states  and  the  people." 

These  ominous  sentences,  Mr.  President,  have 
been  ringing  in  my  ears  ever  since  they  were  ut- 
tered yesterday  by  the  member  from  New  York. 
Let  the  government  take  care  of  itself,  and  the 
people  lake  care  of  themselves.  This  is  the  whole 
principle  and  policy  of  the  administi.ition.  at  the 
present  most  critical  moment,  and  on  this  great  and 
all-absorbing  question  of  the  currency. 

Sir,  this  is  an  ill-boding  announcement.  II  has 
nothing  of  consolation,  of  solace,  or  of  hope  in  it. 

It  will  carry  through  all  the  classes  ofcommerce 
and  business  nothing  but  more  discoura;,'eineut  and 
deeper  fears.     And  yet  this  is  but  repetition.     It  is 
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only  a  renewed  exhibition  of  the  same  spirit  wliicli 

wa3  breathed  by  the  message  and  the   bill  of  the 

last  session,  of  which  this   bill   is  also  full,  and 

which  has  perva.led  all  the  recommendations  and  all 

the   measures  of  government  since    May.      Vet  1 

confess  that  I  am  not.  even  yet,  so  familiar  with  it, 

so  accustomed  to  hear  such  sentiments  avowed,  as 

that  they  cease  to  astonish  me.     I  am  either  grop- 

in"  in  thick  and  palpable  darkness   myself,  in  re- 

o-ard  to  the  true  objects  of  the  constitution,  and  the 

duties  of  congress  under  it,  or  else  these  principles 

of  public  policy,  thus  declared,  are  at  war  with  our 

most  positive  and  urgent  obligations. 
The  honorable  member  made  other  observalions 

indicative   of  the   same   general   tone   of  political 

feeling.  Among  his  chosen  topics  of  commenda- 
tion of  the  bill   before  us,  a  prominent  one  was  to 

shelter   the   administration    from   that  shower  ol 

imputations,   as    he    expressed   the    idea,   which 

would  always  beat  upon  it  as  it  beats  now,  when 

disasters  should  happen  to  the  currency.     Indeed  ! 

And  why  should   the  administration,  now  or  ever, 

be  sheltered  from  that  shower?     Is  not  currency  a 

subiect  over  which  the  power  and  duty  of  govern- 
ment extend?    Is  not  government  justly  responsible 

for  its  condition?     It  is    not,  of  necessity,  wholly 

and  entirely  under  the  control  and  regulation  olpo-  ,       .    .  .    u       u        ■. 

litical  power'     Is  it  not  a  matter,  in  regard  to  which,    who  affirm  that  it  is,  must  show  how  it  %ya! 

the  people  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  protect  them-    be  so,^that  other  =>''min;s^l"'>^o^n^^.;'Jj^°'J_;t; 

selves,  any  more  than  they  can,  by  their  own  indi- 
vidual etiorts,  supercede  the  necessity  of  the  exer- 
cise by  government  of  any  other  political  power? 
Vvhat  can  the  people  do  for  themselves,  to  improve 

the  currency?  Sir,  the  government  is  justly  an- 
swerable for  the  disasters" of  the  currency,  saving 
always  those  accidents  which  cannot  at  all  times 
be  foreseen  or  provided  against.  It  is  at  least 
answerable  lor  its  own  neglect,  il  it  shall  be  guilty 
of  it,  in  not  exercising  all  its  constitutional  authori- 
ty for  the  correction  and  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency. Why  does  it,  how  can  it,  shrink  from  this 
responsibility?  Why  does  it  seek  not  the  laurels  of 
victory,  not  the  reputation,  even  of  manly  contest, 
hut  the  poor  honors  of  studied  and  eager  escape? 
Sir,  it  never  can  escape.  The  common  sense  of  all 
men  pronounces  that  the  government  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  and  must  be,  answerable  for  the  regulation 
of  the  currency  of  the  country;  that  it  ought  to 
abide,  and  must  abide,  the  ptlt'ings  of  the  storm  ol 
imputation,  so  long  as  it  turns  its  back  upon  this 
momentous  question,  and  seeks  to  shelter  itself  in 
the  safes  and  the  vaults,  the  cells  and  the  caverns 
of  a  sub-treasury  system. 

But  of  all  governments  that  ever  existed,  the 
present  admini.-tration  has  least  excuse  for  with- 
drawing its  care  from  the  currency,  or  shrinking 
i'lom  its  just  responsibility  in  regard  to  it. 

Its  predecessor,  to  whose  footsteps  it  professes  to 
tread,  has  interfered,  fatally  interfered,  with  that 
subject.  That  interference  was,  and  has  been,  the 
productive  cause  of  our  disasters.  Did  the  admin- 
istration disclaim  power  over  the  currency  in  1S33, 
when  it  removed  the  deposites?  And  what  meant 
all  its  subsequent  transactions,  all  its  professions, 
and  all  its  ehbrls,  for  that  better  currency  which  il 
promised,  if,  in  truth,  it  did  not  hold  itscll  respon- 
sible to  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  a  good 
currency?  From  the  very  first  year  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration to  the  last,  there  was  hardly  a  session, 
if  there  was  a  single  session,  in  which  this  duty  ol 
government  was  'not  acknowledged,  promises  of 
high  improvement  put  forth,  or  loud  claims  of  merit 
.-isserted,  for  benefits  already  conferred.  It  pro- 
fessed to  erect  the  great  temple  of  its  glory  on  im- 
provements of  the  currency. 

And,  sir,  the  better  currency,  which  has  been  so 
long  promised,  was  not  a  currency  for  the  govern- 
ment, but  a  currency  for  the  people.  It  was  nol 
for  the  use  of  revenue  merely  but  for  the  use 
of  the  whole  commerce,  trade,  and  business  of 
the  nation.  And  now,  when  the  whole  indus- 
try, business,  and  labor  of  the  country,  is  har- 
assed and  distressed  by  the  evils  brought  upon 
us  by  its  own  interference,  government  talks  with 
all  possible  coolness  of  the  great  advantage  it  will 
be  to  adopt  a  svstem  which  shall  shield  itself  from 
a  thick-falling' shower  of  imputations.  It  dis- 
claims, it  renounces,  it  abandons  its  duties,  and 
then  seeks  an  inglorious  shelter  in  its  professed  want 
of  power  to  relieve  the  people. 

We  demand  the  better  currency,  we  insist  on  the 
fulfilment  of  the  high  and  flattering  promises;  and 
surely  there  never  was  a  government  on  the  face  of 
the  earlh  that  could,  with  less  propriety,  resist  the 
.lemand;  yet,  we  see  it  seek  refuge  in  a  bold,  cold, 
,inii  hi'arliess  denial  of  the  competency  of  its  own 
conslitutional  powers.  It  falls  back  from  its  own 
niuKrlakings,  and  llatly  conlraclicts  its  own  prelen- 
sions.  In  my  opinion,  il  can  find  no  refuge,  where 
the  public  voice  will  not  reach  it.  There  can  be 
no  shelter,  while  these  times  last,  into  which  go- 


vernment can  retreat,  wherein  it  can  hide,  and 
.creen  itself  from  the  loud  voice  of  the  country, 
calling  upon  it  to  come  fbith  to  fulfil  its  promises, 
or  at  least,  now  that  these  promises  are  all  broken, 
to  perform  its  duties.  The  evils  of  a  disordered 
currency  are  evils  which  do  not  naturally  correct  or 
cure  themselves.  Nor  does  chance,  or  good  luck, 
often  relieve  that  community  which  is  sufi'ering 
under  them.  They  require  political  remedy;  they 
require  provisions  to  be  made  by  government;  they 
demand  the  skilful  hand  of  experienced  statesmen. 
Until  some  just  remedy  be  applied,  they  are  likely 
to  continue,  with  more  or  less  of  aggravation,  and 
no  man  can  tell  when  or  how  they  will  end.  It  is 
vain,  therefore,  quite  vain,  for  government  to  hope 
that  it  may  retreat  from  this  great  duty,  shield  it- 
self under  a  system,  no  way  agreeing  either  with 
its  powers  or  its  obligations,  and  thus  escape  re- 
proaches, by  attempting  to  escape  responsibility. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  fault  and  failure  some- 
where. Either  the  constitution  has  failed,  or  its 
administration  fails.  The  great  end  of  a  uniform 
and  satisfactory  regulation  of  commerce  is  not 
answered,  because  the  national  currency,  an  indis- 
pensable instrument  of  that  commerce,  is  not  pre- 
served in  a  sound  and  uniform  state. 

Is  the  fault  in  the  constitution  itself?  Those 
if  that 
r  times, 
have  been  able  to  give  the  people  abundant  satis- 
faction in  relationlo  the  currency.  I  suppose  it 
will  be  said,  in  answer  to  this,  that  the  constitution 
has-been  violated;  that  it  was  originally  miscon- 
stiued;  that  those  who  made  it  did  not  undersland 
t;  and  that  the  sage  and  more  enlightened  politi- 
cians of  our  limes  see  deeper  and  judge  more  justly 
of  the  constitution  than  Washington  and  Madison. 
Certain  it  is,  that  they  have  more  respect  for  their 
own  sagacity  than  for  all  the  wisdom  of  others,  ard 
all  the  experience  of  the  country;  or  else  they  find 
themselves,  by  thtir  party  politics  and  party  com- 
mitments, cut  ofi'  from  ail  ability  of  adminrstering 
the  constitution  according  to  former  successful 
practice. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  contemplate  the  condition 
of  the  countrv;  when  I  behold  this  utter  breaking 
down  of  the  currency,  this  wide  spread  evil  among 
all  the  industrious  classes,  this  acknowledged  in- 
ability of  governiiient  to  pay  its  debts  legally,  this 
prostration  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  this 
shocking  derangement  of  internal  exchange,  and 
the  general  crash  of  credit  and  confidence;  and 
when  I  see  that  three  hundred  representatives  of 
the  people  are  here  asscHibled,  to  consult  on  the 
public  exigency;  and  that,  repudiating  the  wisdom 
of  our  predecessors,  and  rejecting  all  the  lights  of 
our  own  experience,  nothing  is  proposed,  lor  our 
adoption,  to  meet  an  emergency  of  this  charac- 
ter, but  the  bill  before  us,  I  confess,  sir,  the  whole 
seems  to  me  some  strange  illusion.  I  can  hardly 
persuade  myself  that  we  are  all  in  our  waking 
senses.  It  appears  like  a  dream,  like  some  phan- 
tasy, of  the  night,  that  the  opening  light  of  the 
morning  usually  dispels. 

There  is  so  little  of  apparent  relation  of  means 
to  ends;  the  measure  before  us  has  so  little  to  pro- 
mise for  the  relief  of  existing  evils;  il  is  so  alien,  so 
outlandish,  so  abstracted,  so  remote  from  the  causes 
which  press  down  all  the  great  public  inleiests.that 
I  really  find  it  difiicultto  regard  as  real  what  is  thus 
around  me. 

Sir,  some  of  us  are  strangely  in  error.  The  dif- 
frence  between  us  is  so  wide,  the  views  which  we 
take  of  public  atiairs  so  opposite,  our  opinions, 
both  of  the  causes  ofpresent  evils  and  their  appro- 
priate remedies,  so  totally  unlike,  that  one  side  or 
the  other  must  be  under  some  strange  delusion. 
Darkness,  thick  darkness,  hangs  either  over  Ihe 
supporters  of  this  measure  or  over  its  opponents. 
Time,  and  the  public  judgment,  I  trust,  will  sooner 
nrlater  disperse  these  mists,  and  men  and  measures 
will  he  seen  in  their  true  character.  I  think,  in- 
deed, that  I  see  already  some  lining  up  of  the  fog. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  has  said 
that  we  have  now  already  existing  a  mode  of  con- 
dueling  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  country  substantially 
such  as  that  will  be  v\hich  this  bill  will  establish. 
We  may  judge  therefore,  he  says,  of  the  future  by 
the  present.  A  sub-treasury  system,  in  fact,  he 
contends,  is  now  in  operation,  and  he  hopes  the 
country  sees  so  much  good  in  it  as  to  be  willing  to 
make  it  |)erniauent  ami  perpetual. 

The  present  system,  be  insists,  must  at  least  be 
adiriilUd  not  to' have  obstructed  or  imjiedeil  the 
beneficial  action  of  the  immense  resources  of  Ihe 
country.  Sir,  Ihis  seems  to  me  a  most  extraordi- 
nary declaration.  Theoperation  and  energy  of  the 
resources  of  Ihe  country  nol  obstructed?  The  busi- 
ness of  the  community  not  impeded?  Why,  sir, 
this  can  only  he  true  upon  the  sn|>posilion  that  the 
jiresent  evils  are  no  way  attributable  to  the  policy 


of  government,  that  they  all  spiin<;  from  some  ex- 
traneous and  independent  cause,  if  the  honorable 
member  means  that  the  disasters  v\hich  have  fallen 
upon  us  arise  from  causes  which  government  can- 
not control;  such  as  overtrading  or  speculation,  and 
that  government  is  answerable  for  nothing,  I  can 
undei'stand  him,  though  I  do  not  at  all  concur  with 
him.  But  that  the  resources  of  the  country  are  not 
now  in  a  state  of  great  depression  and  stagnation 
is  what  I  had  supposed  none  would  assert.  Sir, 
what  are  the  resources  of  the  country?  The  first 
of  all,  doubtless,  is  labor?  Does  this  meet  no  im- 
pediment? Does  labor  find  itself  rewarded,  as  here- 
tofore, by  high  prices,  paid  in  good  money?  The 
whole  mass  of  industry  employed  in  comnierce  and 
manufactures,  does  it'meet  with  no  obstruction,  or 
hindrance,  or  discouragement?  And  commerce  and 
manufactures,  in  the  aggregate,  embracing  capital 
as  well  as  labor,  are  they  too  in  a  high  career  of 
success?  Is  notliing  of  impediment  or  obstruction 
found  connected  with  their  present  condition? 

Again,  sir;  among  our  American  resources,  from 
the  very  first  origin  of  this  government,  credit  and 
confidence  have  held  a  high  and  foremost  rank. 
We  owe  more  to  credit,  and  to  commercial  confi- 
dence, than  any  nation  wdiich  ever  existed;  and  ten 
times  more  than  any  nation,  except  England.  Cre- 
dit and  confidence  have  been  the  life  of  our  system, 
and  powerfully  productive  causes  of  our  prosperity. 
They  have  covered  the  seas  with  our  commerce, 
replenished  the  treasury;  paid  off' the  national  debt, 
excited  and  stimulated  the  manufacturing  industry, 
encouraged  labor  to  put  forth  the  whole  strength  of 
its  sinews,  felled  tl:e  fortsts,  and  muitiplierl  our 
numbers,  and  augmented  the  national  wealth,  so 
far  beyond  all  example,  as  to  leave  us  a  phenome- 
non for  older  nations  to  look  at  wilh  wonder.  And 
this  credit,  and  this  confidence,  are  they  now  no 
way  obstructed  or  impeded?  Are  they  now  acting 
with  their  usual  efficiency,  and  their  usual  success, 
on  the  concerns  of  society? 

The  honorable  member  refers  to  the  exchanges. 
No  doubl,  sir,  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange  has 
nothing  in  it  alarming.  Nor  has  it  bad,  if  our 
domestic  concerns  had  been  in  a  proper  condition. 
But  that  the  internal  exchanges  ar-e  in  a  healthful 
condition,  as  the  honorable  member  alleges,  is  w  hat 
I  can  by  no  means  admit.  I  look  upon  the  de- 
rangement of  the  internal  exchanges  as  the  precise 
form  in  which  existing  evils  most  manifestly  exhi- 
bit themselves.  Why,  sir,  look  at  the  rates  be- 
tween large  cities  in  the  neighborhood  of  each 
other.  Exchange  between  Boston  and  New  York, 
and  also  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  is 
\i,  to  2  per  cent.  This  could  never  happen  but 
from  a  deranged  currency;  and  can  this  be  called  a 
healthful  state  of  domestic  exchange? 

I  undersland  that  the  cotton  crop  has  done  much 
towards  equalizing  exchange  bet\\  een  New  Orleans 
and  New  York;  and  yet  I  have  seen,  not  many 
days  since,  that  in  other  places  of  the  south, I  be- 
lieve Mobile,  exchange  on  New  York  was  at  a  pre- 
mium of  5  to  10  per  cent. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  north  can  say  how 
they  have  found,  and  how  they  now  find,  the  facili- 
ties of  exchange.  I  do  not  mean  exclusively,  or 
principallv.  the  large  manufacturers  of  cotton  and 
woollen  fabrics;  but  the  smaller  nianufacturfrs,  men 
who,  while  they  employ  many  others,  still  bestow 
their  own  labor  on  their  own  capital;  the  .shop 
manufacturers,  such  manufaclurfis  as  abound  in 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  otlier  parts  of  the 
north.  I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  from  thcsft 
states  how  these  neighbors  of  tl  eiis  fii  d  exchai  gcs, 
and  the  means  of  renritlance,  between  them  and 
their  coriespondents  and  purchasers  in  the  south. 
The  carriage  makers,  the  furnilure  makers,  the 
hatlers,  the'dealers  in  leather,  in  all  its  branches, 
the  dealers  in  domestic  hardware;  I  sf.ould  like  to 
hear  the  residts  of  the  experience  of  all  these  per- 
sons, on  the  slate  of  the  internal  exchanges,  as  well 
as  Ihe  general  question  whither  the  ii,<lustiy  of  the 
country  has  encountered  any  obslacle  in  the  present 
state  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York  stated  correctly,  that  this  bill  has  two  leading 
objects. 

The  first  is,  a  separation  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
funds  of  government,  from  all  connexion  wilh  the 
concerns  of  individuals,  and  of  corpnratioris;  and 
especially  a  separation  of  these  lurids  from  all  con- 
nexion wilh  any  banks. 

The  second  is,  a  gradual  change,  in  our  system 
of  currency,  to  Ire  car-iird  on  till  we  can  tirrrm- 
plish  the  object  of  an  exclusive  specie  or  ir.etallic 
circulation,  at  least  in  all  payments  to  government, 
and  all  disbursements  by  governnient. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  against  both  these  propositions, 
ends  as  well  as  means. 
I  am  asrainst  this  seiiaralion  of  government  and 
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people,  aa  unnatural,  sellbli,  and   an  abaiidunuiciit 
ot'tlie  most  im|H>rtant  [lolitical  duties. 

I  a:n  fur  having  but  one  currency,  and  that  a 
good  one,  botli  I'or  the  people  and  the  government. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  doctrines  o(  the  message  ol' 
September,  and  to  every  thing  which  grows  out  of 
those  doctrines.  I  feel  as  if  I  were  on  some  other 
sphere,  as  if  I  were  not  at  home,  as  if  this  could 
not  be  America,  when  I  see  schemes  of  public 
policy  pro|iosed,  having  for  their  object  the  con- 
venience of  government  only,  and  leaving  the 
piople  to  shift  for  themselves,  in  a  matter  which 
naturally  and  necessarily  belongs,  and  in  every 
other  country  is  admitted  to  belong,  to  the  solemn 
obligations  and  the  undoubted  power  of  govern- 
ment. Is  it  America,  where  the  government,  and 
men  in  the  government,  are  lo  be  better  oif  tlian 
the  people;  Is  it  America,  where  ^overjiment  is 
to  shut  its  eyes  and  its  ears  to  public  complaint, 
and  to  take  care  only  of  itself?  Is  it  America, 
iVIr.  President,  is  it  your  country,  and  my  country, 
in  which,  at  a  time  of  great  public  distress,  when 
all  eyes  arc  turned  to  congress,  and  wlien  most 
men  feel  that  substantial  and  practical  relief  can 
coaa  only  fron  congress,  that  congress,  neverthe- 
less, has  nothing  on  earth  to  propose,  but  bolts  and 
birs,  safes  and  vaults,  cells  and  hiding  places,  for 
the  better  security  of  its  own  money;  and  nothing 
on  earth,  not  a  beneficial  law,  not  even  a  kind 
word,  for  the  people  themselves.'  Is  it  our  coiintrj-, 
in  which  the  interest  of  government  has  reached 
such  an  ascendancy  over  the  interest  of  the  people, 
in  the  estim,ate  of  the  representatives  of  the  people? 
Has  this,  sir,  come  'o  be  the  state  of  things,  in  the 
old  thirteen,  with  the  new  thirteen  added  to  them? 
For  one,  I  confess  I  know  not  what  is  .Vmerican, 
in  policy,  in  public  interest,  or  in  public  feeling,  if 
thes!  measures  be  deemed  American. 

Tie  first  general  aspect,  or  feature  of  the  bill, 
the  character  written  broadly  on  its  front,  is  this 
ab\ndonm^'nt  of  all  concern  for  the  general  cur- 
reney  of  .the  country.  This  is  enough  for  me.  It 
secures  my  opposition  to  the  bill  in  all  stages.  Sir, 
this  bill  ought  to  have  iiad  a  preamble.  It  ought 
to  have  been  introduced  by  a  recital,  setting  forth, 
that  whereas  the  currency  of  the  country  has  be- 
come totally  deranged;  and  whereas,  it  has  hereto- 
fore been  thought  the  boinden  duty  ol  this  govern- 
ment to  take  proper  care  of  that  great  branch  of 
the  national  interest;  and  whereas,  that  opinion  is 
erroneous,  obsolete,  and  heretical;  and  whereaS; 
according  to  the  true  reading  of  the  constitution, 
the  great  duty  of  this  government,  aiid  its  e.\clu- 
sive  duty,  so  far  as  currency  is  concerned,  is  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  whereas,  if  government  can  but 
secure  a  sound  currency  for  itself,  the  people  may 
very  well  be  left  to  such  a  currency  as  the  states, 
or  the  banks,  or  their  own  good  fortune,  or  bad 
fortune,  may  give  them;  therefore  be  it  enacted, 
&.C.  &c.  &c. 

The  very  first  provision  of  the  bill  is  in  keeping 
with  its  general  objects  and  general  character.  It 
abandons  all  the  sentiments  of  civilized  mankind 
on  the  subject  of  credit  and  confidence,  and  carries 
us  back  to  the  dark  ages.  The  first  that  we  hear 
is  of  safes,  and  vaults,  and  cells,  and  cloisters 
From  an  intellectual  it  goes  back  lo  a  physical  age 
From  commerce  and  credit,  it  returns  to  hoarding 
and  hiding;  from  confi  leiice  and  trust,  it  retreats 
to  bolts  and  bars,  to  locks  with  double  keys,  and  to 
pains  and  penalties  for  touching  hidden  treasure. 
It  13  a  law  for  the  times  of  the  feudal  system;  or  a 
l.\iv  for  the  heads  and  governors  of  the  piratical 
slates  of  Barbary.  It  is  a  measure  fit  for  times 
when  there  is  no  security  in  law,  no  value  in  com- 
merce, no  active  industry  among  mankind.  Here, 
it  is  altogether  out  of  time  and  out  of  place.  II 
has  no  sy.npathy  witli  the  general  sentiments  of 
tliis  age,  still  less  has  it  any  congeniality  with  our 
American  character,  any  relish  of  our  hitherto  ap- 
])Toved  and  successful  policy,  or  any  agreement  or 
conlbrinity  with  the  general  feeling  of  the  country 
The  gentleman,  in  stating  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section,  proceeds  to  say,  that  it  is  strange  that 
none  of  our  laws  heretofore  has  ever  attempted  to 
give  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  a  "  local 
habitation."  Hence  it  is  the  object  of  this  first 
section  of  the  bill  to  provide  and  define  such  local 
habitation.  A  local  habitation  for  the  treasury  of 
a  great  and  growing  commercial  country,  in  thi 
nineteenth  century!  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  treasu 
rv?  The  existing  laws  call  it  a  "department." 
They  say,  there  shall  be  a  department,  with  va 
rioMj  officers,  and  a  proper  assijnment  of  llieir  du 
ties  and  functions;  and  that  Ibis  shall  be  the  de 
partm^nt  of  the  treasniy.  It  is  thus  an  organized 
part  of  governin»n';  an  important  and  indispensa 
ble  branch  of  the  general  administration,  conduct- 
ing th«  fiscal  aliairs  of  the  country,  and  controlling 
subordinate  agents. 
But  this  bill  does  away  with  all  legal  and  po- 


litical ideas,  and  brings  this  important  deparlment 
down  to  a  thing  of  bricks  and  mortar.  It  enacts 
that  certain  rooms  in  the  new  building,  with  their 
safes  and  vaults,  shall  constitute  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States!  And  this  adoption  of  new  and 
strange  notions,  and  this  abandonment  of  ail  old 
ideas,  is  all  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the 
reat  object  of  separating  the  aliairs  of  government 
from  the  affairs  of  the  country.  The  nature  of  the 
cans  shows  the  nature  of  the  objecl;  both  are 
novel,  strange,  untried,  and  unheard  of.  The 
scheme,  sir,  finds  no  precedent,  either  in  our  own 
history,  or  the  history  of  any  other  respectable  na- 
tion. It  is  admitted  to  he  new,  original,  expeii. 
mental;  and  yet  its  adoption  is  urgeil  upon  us  as 
onfidently  as  if  it  had  come  down  from  our  ances^ 
tors,  and  had  been  the  cherished  policy  of  the 
country  in  all  past  times. 

I  am  against  it  altogether.  I  look  not  to  see 
whether  the  means  be  adapted  lo  the  end.  That 
end  itself  is  what  I  ojipose,  and  I  oppose  all  the 
uieans  leading  to  it.  I  oppose  all  attempts  to  make 
a  separate  currency  foi  the  i;overiimeiu,  because  I 
insist  upon  it,  and  shall  insiot  upon  if,  until  I  see 
and  feel  the  pillars  of  the  constitution  fallingaround 
me  and  upon  my  head,  that  it  is  the  duly  of  this 
government  to  provide  a  good  currency  for  the 
country  and  for  tlie  people,  us  well  as  for  itself. 

I  put  it  to  gentlemen  to  say,  whether  currency 
be  not  a  part  of  commerce,  or  an  indispensable 
agent  of  commerce;  and  something,  thc-efore, 
which  this  government  is  bound  to  regulate,  and 
lo  take  care  of  ?  Gentlemen  will  not  meet  the  ar- 
gument. They  shun  the  question.  We  demand 
that  the  just  power  of  the  constitution  shall  be  ad- 
ministered. We  assert,  that  congress  has  ])ower 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  currency  as  a  part  ol 
commerce;  we  insist  that  the  public  exigi-ncy,  at 
the  present  moment,  calls  loudly  for  the  exercise 
of  this  power, — and  what  do  they  do?  They  labor 
to  convince  us  that  the  governn>ent  itself  can  get 
on  very  well  without  providing  a  currency  for  tl 
people,  and  they  betake  themselves,  therefore,  to 
the  sub-treasury  system,  its  unassailable  walls,  its 
iron  chests,  and  doubly  secured  doors.  And  having 
satisfied  themselves,  that,  in  this  way,  governmenl 
maj-  be  kept  going,  they  are  satisfied.  A  sound 
currency  for  government,  a  safe  currency  for  reve- 
nue; these  are  the  only  things  promised,  the  only 
things  proposed.  But  these  are  not  the  old  promises 
The  country,  the  country  itself,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple, were  promised  a  better  currency,  for  Iheir  own 
use;  a  better  general  currency;  a  better  currency 
lor  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  business.  This 
was  the  jiromise,  solemnly  given  by  the  go\-erii- 
ment  in  1S33,  and  so  often  afterwards  lenewed, 
through  all  successive  years,  down  to  May  last. 
We  heanl  nothing,  at  that  time,  of  a  separation  be- 
tween government  and  people.  No,  sir,  not  a 
word.  Both  were  to  have  an  improved  currency. 
Sir,  I  did  not  believe  a  word  of  all  this;  I  thought 
it  :ill  mere  pretence  or  empty  boasting.  1  had  no 
faith  in  these  promises,  not  a  particle.  But  th 
honorable  member  from  New  York  was  confident; 
confident,  then,  as  he  now  is;  confident  of  the  suc- 
ciss  of  the  first  scheme,  which  was  plausible,  as  he 
is  confident  of  Ibis,  which  is  stianie,  alien,  and  re 
pulsive  in  its  whole  aspect.  He  was  then  as  sun 
of  being  able  to  furnish  a  currency  for  the  country 
as  lie  is  now  of  furnishing  a  currency  for  govern 
ment.  He  told  us,  at  that  time,  that  he  believec 
the  system,  ailopled  by  the  late  administration,  wa 
fully  competent  to  its  object.  He  felt  no  alarm  for 
ftiensilt;  lie  believed  all  the  president  had  done 
from  the  removal  of  the  depositf  s  downwards,  wa 
constitutional  and  legal,  and  lie  was  determined  to 
place  hiuiself  by  the  side  cf  the  presiileni,  and  de- 
sired only  to  stand  or  fall,  in  the  estimation  of  his 
constiluenis.  as  they  should  determine  in  the  re- 
sult.    And  that  result  has  now  come. 

As  I  have  said,  sir,  I  had  no  faith  at  all  in  all  the 
promises  of  the  adminisf  ration,  made  before  and  at 
that  time,  and  constantly  repeated.  I  felt  no  confi- 
dence, whatever,  in  the  whole  project;  I  deemed 
it  rash,  headslrong,  and  presumptuous,  to  the  last 
degree.  And.  at  the  risk  of  the  charge  of  some 
olfence  against  good  taste,  I  will  reml  a  paragraph 
from  some  remarks  of  mine,  in  Febrnaiy,  lS:i4, 
which  sufficiently  show  what  my  opinion  and  my  [ 
apprehensions  then  were:  i 

"I  have  already  endeavored  to  warn  the  country 
against  irredei.-mnble  paper;  against  bank  paper, 
when  hanks  do  not  pay  specie  for  their  own  notes; 
against  that  miserable,  abominable,  and  fraudulent 
policy,  which  attempts  to  zive  value  to  any  paper 
of  aiiy  bank,  one  single  moment  longer  than  such 
paper  is  redeemable  on  demand  in  gold  and  silver. 
.•\nd  I  wish,  most  solemnly  and  earnestly,  to  re- 
peat that  warning.  I  see  dunpcr  cf  thai  sliile.  of' 
iMi'iigs  ahead.  I  see  im.minent  u.^ncku  that 
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TOP  SPECIE  p.w.ME.NT.  The  late  measure  ol  the 
secretary,  and  the  infatuation  with  which  it  seems 
to  be  supported,  tend  directly  and  strongly  to  that 
result.  Under  pretence,  iheii,  of  a  design  lo  re- 
turn to  a  currency  which  shall  be  all  specie,  we 
are  likely  to  have  a  currency  in  which  there  shall 
be  no  specie  at  all.  lie  are  in  danser  of  iei;.g 
overtflietmed  uilh  irreileemiible  jiuper;  mere  pa/er, 
re/ireseiiliiig  iwlgold  or  silver;  no,  sir,  reprocnliii:; 
jioMing  bul  niioKE.N  pkomises,  bai>  faith,  ha.sk- 

KUI'T  CORPORATIONS,  IIIEATKI)  CUKDITOHS,  AND 
A  RIIINEP  people!" 

.'Vnd  now,  sir,  we  see  the  upshot  of  the  experi- 
ment. We  see  around  us  bankrupt  coriiorations 
and  broken  promises,  bul  we  see  no  pioinises  more 
really  and  emphalically  broken  than  all  those  pro- 
mises of  the  administration  which  gave  us  assur- 
ance of  a  better  currency.  These  promises,  now 
broken,  notoriously  and  openly  broken,  if  they  can- 
not be  performed,  ought  at  least  lo  be  acknowledg- 
ed. The  governmeiit  ought  not,  in  common  fair- 
ness, and  common  honesty,  lo  diny  its  own  respon- 
sibility, seek  to  escape  from  the  demands  of  the 
people,  and  to  hide  itself,  out  of  the  way  and  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  process  of  public  opinion,  by 
retreating  into  Ibis  siib-treasniy  system.  Let  it,  at 
least,  come  forth,  lei  it  bear  a'porl  of  honesty  and 
candor;  let  it  confess  its  promises,  il  if  cannot  per- 
form them;  and,  above  all,  now,  even  now,  at  this 
late  hour,  let  it  renounce  schemes  and  projects,  the 
inventions  of  presumption,  and  the  resorts  of  des- 
peration, and  let  it  address  itsidf,  in  all  good  faith, 
lo  the  great  work  of  restoring  the  currency  by  ap- 
proved  and  constitutional  means. 

But,  sir,  so  far  is  any  such  course  from  all  proba- 
bility of  being  adopted,  so  little  ground  of  hope  is 
there  that  this  sub-treasury  system  will  he  aban- 
doned, that  the  honorable  member  froniiNew  York 
has  contended  and  argued,  in  his  place,  that  the 
public  opinion  is  more  favorable  to  this  measure 
now  proposed,  than  lo  any  other  which  has  been 
suggested.  He  claims  for  it  the  character  of  a  fa- 
vorite with  the  peojde.  He  makes  out  this  sub- 
treasury  plan  to  be  quite  high  in  popular  estima- 
tion. Certainly,  sir,  if  the  honorabli;  mrmbir 
thinks  so,  he  and  I  see  with  different  eves,  hear 
with  different  ears,  or  gather  the  means  of'  opinion 
from  dillV rent  sources.  But  what  is  the  gentle- 
man's argument?  It  is  this;  The  two  houses  of 
congress,  he  says,  reflect  the  wishes  and  opinions 
of  the  people;  and  with  the  two  houses  of  congress 
this  system,  he  supposes,  is  more  acceptable  than 
any  other. 

Now,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect  fur  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  and  all  thrir  members,  I  must 
be  permilled  to  express  a  deuibt,  anil,  indeed,  a 
good  deal  more  than  a  doubt,  whether,  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  at  the  present  moment,  the  two  houses  do 
exactly  reflect  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  pec 
pie.  I  shouhl  not  have  adverted  to  the  slate  of 
opinion  here,  compared  with  the  slate  of  public 
opinion  in  the  country,  if  the  gentleman  bed  not 
founded  an  argument,  on  the  supposed  disposition 
of  the  two  houses,  and  on  the  fact  that  they  truly 
set  forth  the  public  opinion.  But  since  I.e  has 
brought  such  an  argument,  it  is  proper  to  exam- 
ine its  foundation. 

In  a  general  seiisc,  undoubtedly,  sir,  the  mem- 
brrsof  the  two  houses  must  be  understood  lo  repre- 
sent the  senliraenis  of  their  constilnenis,  the  pc  o- 
ple  of  the  United  States.  Their  i.efs  bind  them, 
astheirrepresentalives,  and  they  must  be  consi<h  r- 
ed,  in  a  leeal  sense,  as  conlorniing  to  the  will  of 
their  con.stituenls.  But.  owing  to  the  maimer  if 
our  organization,  and  to  the  periods  and  times  of 
election,  it  certainly  may  ha)>pen  thai,  at  a  parii- 
cular  moment,  and  on  a  particular  siibjecf.  opinion 
out  of  doors  may  be  one  way.  while  opinion  hi  ic 
is  another.  And  how  is  it  now,  if  we  may  jiul^'C 
by  the  usual  indications?  Does  the  geiitleu.an 
hope  for  no  vote,  in  this  body,  for  this  bill,  bi.t 
such  as  shall  be,  in  his  opinion,  in  strict  accordarce 
with  the  wishes  as  generally  understood,  and  most 
recently  expressed  in  the  stale  from  which  thai  vote 
shall  come? 

I  shall  be  exceedingly  sorry,  sir,  for  inslaiice,  to 
see  a  vote  from  Maine  given  for  this  bill.  I  hope 
I  may  not.  But  if  there  should  be  such  a  vole,  can 
the  gentleman  say  that  he  believes,  in  liis  con- 
science, it  will  express  Ihe  wishes  ol'  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  that  state?  And  so  of  New  Jer.irv, 
and  one,  if  not  more  slates  in  the  «esl,  I  am  ijuite 
sure  thit  gentlemen  who  may  give  their  votes  will 
discharje  their  duly,  according  to  their  own  in- 
lightened  pidgments,  and  tiny  are  in  no  way  ac. 
countable  to  me  for  the  manni  r  in  which  lliey  i!i>- 
charge  it;  but  when  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York  ernlends  that  this  body  now  arniralely 
represents  the  public  opinion  on  Ihe  snbln  .isury 
.system,  we  must  look  at  the  facts.  AndHilliall 
possible  respect,  for  the  honorable  member,  I  must 
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even  take  leave  to  ask  him,  whether,  in  his  judg;. 
ment,  he,  himself,  is  truly  reflecting  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  New 
York,  while  he  is  proposing  and  supporting  this 
bill?  Where  does  he  fiiul  evidence  of  the  favor  of 
the  people  of  that  state  towards  this  measure?  Does 
he  find  it  in  the  city?  In  the  country?  In  the 
recently  elected  house  of  assembly?  In  the  re- 
cently elected  members  of  the  senate?  Can  he 
name  a  place — can  he  lay  a  venue  for  the  popular- 
ity of  this  measure  in  the  whole  state  of  New  York? 
Between  Moutauk  point  and  Cattaraujus,  and  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  north 
end  of  lake  Chaniplain,  can  he  any  where  put  his 
finder  on  the  map  and  say,  here  is  a  spot  where  the 
sub-treasury  is  ])opular?  He  may  find  places,  no 
doubt,  though  tliey  are  somewhat  scarce,  where  his 
fi'iends  have  been  able  to  maintain  their  ascend- 
ancy, nolii'ilhsldjvling  th.e  unpopularity  of  the  mea- 
sure; but  can  he  find  one  place,  one  spot,  of  any 
extent,  in  which  this  measure  of  relief  is  the  choice, 
the  favorite,  of  a  jnajority  of  the  people? 

Mr.  president,  the  honorable  member  has  long 
been  in  public  life,  and  has  witnessed  often  the 
cbanojes  anil  llie  tluctiiations  of  political  parties  and 
polilical  opinions.  And  I  will  ask  hini  what  he 
thinks  of  the  liurricaiie  which  swept  over  New 
York  in  t!ie  fust  week  of  last  November?  Did  iie 
ever  know  the  like?  Has  he  before  ever  been  called 
on  to  with.5ta:id  such  a  whirlwind?  or  had  he  pre- 
viously any  su>picioii  that  such  an  outbreak  in  the 
political  elements  was  at  hand?  I  am  persuaded, 
sir,  that  he  feared  such  a  thing  much  less  than  I 
hoped  for  it;  and  my  own  hojies,  although  I  had 
hopes,  and  strouiv  hopes,  I  must  confess,  fell  far 
short  of  the  actual  result.  And  to  me,  Mr.  presi- 
dent, it  seems  perfectly  plain,  that  the  cause  of  this 
astonishing  change  in  public  opinion  is  to  be  found, 
mainly,  in  the  message  of  September,  and  the  sub- 
treasuiy  bill  of  the  last  seision.  The  message, 
■\vilh  its  anti-social,  anti-commercial,  anti-popular 
doctrines  ami  dogmas— the  message  vidiich  set  at 
nought  all  our  own  manners  and  usages,  rejected 
all  the  teachings  of  experience,  threatened  the  state 
institutions,  and,  anxioi:s  only  to  take  good  care  of 
the  government,  abandoiicd  the  people  to  their  fate; 
the  message — the  message— it  was,  that  did  the 
great  work  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 

The  message  was  that  cave  ofEolus,  out  of  which 
the  careering  winds  issued: 

"Una  Eurusque  notusque  ruunt  creberque  procellis 

"Africus" — 
mingling  seas  and  skies,  dispersing  the  most  power- 
ful political  combinatiorjs,  and  scattering  their  frag- 
ments on  the  rocks  and  shores.     I  might  quote  the 
poet  further,  fir, 

'pt  vo~los  volvult  ad  lifora  fluctus." 

The  political  deep  seemed  agitated  to  the  very 
boltora,  and  its  heaving  bosom  moved  onward  anil 
forward  the  "vaslosfucltis,"  in  nautical  phrase,  Ihe 
big  rollors  of  public  opinion. 

The  honorable  member  may  say,  or  may  think, 
that  all  this  was  but  the  result  of  a  transient  im- 
pulse, a  feverish,  ebullition,  a  sudden  surprise,  or  a 
change  superficial,  and  a|)parentonly,  not  deep  and 
real.  Sir,  I  cannov  say.  but  I  must  confess  that  if 
the  movement  in  New  York  last  fall  was  not  real, 
il  looked  more  like  reality  ihan  any  fanciful  exhi- 
bition which  I  ever  saw.  If  the  people  were  not 
in  earnest,  Ibcy  certainly  had  a  very  sober  and 
earnest  way  of  being  in  jest. 

And  now,  sir,  can  the  honorable  member,  can 
any  man  say,  that  in  regard  to  this  measure,  even 
the  house  ol'  representatives  is  certain,  at  this  n  o- 
ment,  truly  to  reilect  the  public  judgment?  Though 
nearer  to  the  people  than  ourselves,  and  more  fre- 
quently chosen,  yet  it  is  known  that  Ihe  prescuit 
members  were  elected,  nearly  all  of  them,  before 
the  appearance  of  the  message  of  September.  And 
will  the  honor.'.ble  member  allow  me  to  ask,  whe- 
ther, if  a  new  election  of  membersof  congress  were 
to  take  place  in  his  own  slate,  to-morrosv,  and  the 
nev.ly  elncled  members  sliouhl  fake  their  seals  im- 
meiU.d-lv,  he  should  cnlrrl.. in  the  slightest  cxpec- 
ta'ion  of  the  pa^'  :agc  oflliis  bill  through  tliat  house? 

Ml-.  |ir.-.jdeiit,  in  IS:!  1  the  honorable  member 
pn"..-;iled  l.i  the  senate  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
tni'  nl  .\iiv  York,  .approving  the  previous  course 
o;  tlir  ad;i!i:ii';Iratiou  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
lie  th"n  urged  strongly,  but  none  too  strongly,  the 
v\  eight  due  to  those  resolulions,  because,  helirgiied, 
they  ex|)re:i^cd  Ihe  undoubted  sense  of  the  peopl.^^ 
as  well  as  that  of  the  legislature.  He  said  there 
w.is  not,  al  that  lime,  a  single  member  in  the  popu- 
lar branch  of  U\?  legi-^lalure  who  was  nol  in  favor 
of  those  resolulions,  idth.-r  from  the  cilirs  of  FTud- 
(■oi),  \lbany,  Troy,  Schenectady,  Ulici.  oi  ■■.n 
almosi  endlussnumberof  incnporatcd  trader;  •■  -.  i.-. 
and  villages,  or  Ihe  i;r.\it  city  of  New  York  itaeif, 
which  he  justly  calls  the  cumrnercial  emporium  of 
the  country;  all  thcic  cities  and  villages  being  sur- 


rounded, as  die  most  justly  said,  by  an  intelligent 
population;  and  cities,  villages,  and  country,  alto- 
gether, comprising  near  two  millions  of  souls.  All 
this  was  very  well.  It  was  true.  The  facts  were 
with  the  honorable  member.  And  although  I  most 
exceedingly  regretted  and  deplored  that  it  was  so,  I 
could  not  deny  it.  And  he  was  entitled  to  enjoy, 
and  did  enjoy,  the  whole  benefit  of  this  respectable 
support.  But,  sir,  how  stands  the  matter  now? 
Wh.at  say  these  two  millions  of  souls  to  the  sub- 
treasurv!  In  the  first  place,  what  says  the  city  of 
New  York,  that  great  commercial  emporium, 
worty  of  the  gentleman's  commendation  in  1834, 
and  worthy  of  his  commendation,  and  my  commen- 
dation, and  all  commendation,  at  all  times?  What 
sentiments,  what  opinions,  what  feelings  are  pro- 
claimed by  the  thousands  of  her  merchants,  traders, 
manufacturors  and  laborers?  What  is  the  united 
shout  of  all  the  voices  of  all  her  classes?  What  is 
it,  but  that  you  will  put  down  this  new  lijngled 
sub-treasury  system,  alike  alien  to  their  interests 
and  their  l^elings,  at  once,  and  forever?  What  is 
it,  but  that  in  me.cy  to  the  mercantile  interest,  the 
trading  interest,  the  shipping  interest,  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  the  laboring  class,  and  all  classes, 
yon  will  give  up  useless  and  pernicious  political 
schemes  and  projects,  and  return  to  the  plain, 
straiglit  course  of  wise  and  wholesome  legislation? 
The  sentiments  of  the  city  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
A  tliousand  pens  and  ten  thousand  tongues,  and  a 
spirited  press,  make  thern  all  known.  If  we  have 
not  already  yet  heard  enough,  we  shall  hear  more. 
Embarrassed,  vexed,  pressed,  and  distressed,  as  are 
her  citizens  at  this  moment,  yet  their  resolution  is 
not  shaken,  Iheir  spirit  is  not  broken;  and,  depend 
upon  it.  they  will  not  see  their  commerce,  their  busi- 
ness, their  prosperity  and  tiieir  happiness,  all  sacri- 
ficed to  preposterous  schemes  and  political  empiri- 
cism, without  another,  and  ii  yet  more  vigorous 
struggle.  And  Hudson,  and  Albany,  and  Troy, 
and  Schenectady,  -and  Utica— pray,  why  may  not 
the  citizens  of  these  cities  have  as  much  weight 
with  the  honorable  member  now,  as  they  justly 
had  in  18.3-1?  And  does  he,  can  he,  doubt  of  what 
they  think  oflliis  bill?  Ay,  sir,  and  Rochester,  and 
Batavia,  and  Buffalo,  and  the  entire  western  district 
of"  the  state,  does  the  honorable  member  sunpose 
that,  in  the  whole  of  it,  lie  should  be  able,  by  care- 
ful search,  to  do  more  than  to  find,  now  and  then, 
so  rare  a  bird,  as  a  single  approver  of  this  system? 
Mr.  president,  if  this  system  must  come,  let  it 
come.  If  we  must  bov.-  to  it,  why,  then,  put  it 
upon  us.  Do  it.  Do  it  by  the  power  of  congress, 
and  the  president.  Congress  and  the  president 
have  the  power.  But  spare  us,  I  beseech  yon, 
spare  the  people  from  the  imputation  that  it  is  done 
under  clear  proof  and  evidence  of  their  own  appro- 
bation. Let  it  not  be  said  it  is  their  choice.  Save 
them,  in  all  mercy,  from  that  reproach. 

Sir,  I  think  there  is  a  revolution  in  public  opin- 
n,  now  LToing  on.  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of 
the  member  from  New  York,  and  othei-s.  I  think 
the  fall  elections  prove  this,  and  that  other  more 
recent  events  confirm  it.  I  think  it  is  a  revolt 
against  the  absolute  dictation  of  party,  a  revolt 
again.st  coercion,  on  the  public  judgment;  and, 
especially,  a  revolt  against  the  adoption  of  new  inis- 
chevious  expedients  on  questions  of  deep  public 
interest;  a  revolt  against  the  rash  and  unbridled 
spirit  of  change;  a  revolution,  in  short,  against  fur- 
ther revolution.  I  hope,  most  sincerely,  that  this 
revolution  may  go  on:  not,  sir,  for  the  sake  ofmen, 
but  for  the  sake  of  measures,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  country.  I  wish  it  to  proceed,  till  the  whole 
country,  with  an  imperative  unity  of  voice,  shall 
call  hack  con^^ress  to  the  true  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  is  of 
opinion,  sir,  that  there  are  only  three  courses  open 
to  us.  We  must,  he  urges,  either  adopt  this  mea- 
sure, or  return  to  a  system  of  deposites  with  the 
state  banks,  or  establish  a  national  bank.  Now.sir, 
suppose  this  lo  be  as  the  gentleman  stales,  then,  I 
say,  that  eitlier  of  the  others  is  better  than  this.  I 
would  prefer  doing  almost  any  thing,  and  I  would 
vastly  prefer  doing  nothing,  to  taking  this  bill. 

I  need  not  conceal  my  own  opinions.  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  national  inslilulion,  with  such  provisions 
and  securities  as  congress  may  think  proper,  lo 
guard  against  danger  and  against  abuse.  But  the 
honorable  member  disposes  of  this  at  once,  by  the 
declaration,  that  he.  himself  can  never  consent  to  a 
bank,  being  utterly  opposed  !o  it,  both  on  constitu- 
tional grounds,  an'd  grounds  of  expediency.  The 
gentleman's  opinions,  always  respected,  is  certain- 
ly of  great  wr-ighf  and  importance,  from  the  public 
situation  ho  occupies.  Bit  although  these  are  his 
op-'iions,  is  it  certain  tlml  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  country  agree  with  him  in  this  particular? 
I  think-  not.  I  verily  believe  a  majorily  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  now  of  the  opinion 


that  a  national  bank,  properly  constituted,  limited, 
and  guarded,  is  both  constitutional  and  expedient, 
and  ought  now  to  be  established.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  three-fourths  of  the  western  people  are  for  it. 
Their  representatives  here  can  form  a  better  judg- 
ment; but  such  is  my  opinion  upon  the  best  infor- 
mation which  I  can  obtain.  The  south  may  be 
more  divided,  or  may  be  against  a  national  institu- 
tion; but,  looking  again  to  the  centre,  the  north, 
and  the  east,  and  comprehending  the  whole  in  one 
view,  I  believe  the  prevalent  sentiment  is  such  as  I 
have  stated. 

At  the  last  session  great  pains  were  taken  to  ob- 
tain a  vote  of  this  and  the  other  house  against  a 
bank,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  placing  such  an 
institution  out  of  the  listof  remedies,  and  so  recon- 
ciling the  people  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  Well, 
sir,  and  ilid  those  votes  produce  any  effect?  None 
at  all.  The  people  did  not,  and  do  not,  care  a  rush 
for  them.  1  never  have  seen,  or  heaid,  a  single 
man,  who  paid  the  slightest  respect  to  those  voles 
of  ours.  The  honorable  member,  to-day,  opposed 
as  he  is  to  a  bank,  has  not  even  alluded  to  them. 
So  entirely  vain  is  it, sir,  in  this  country,  to  attempt 
to  forestall,  commit,  or  coerce  the  public  juilgmeut. 
All  those  resolutions  fell  perfectly  dead  on  the  tables 
of  the  two  houses.  We  may  resolve  what  we  please, 
and  resolve  it  when  we  please;  but  if  the  people 
do  not  like  it,  at  their  own  good  pleasure  they  will 
rescind  il;  and  tliey  are  not  likely  to  continue  their 
approbation  long,  to  any  system  of  measures,  how- 
ever plausible,  which  terminates  in  deep  disappoint- 
ment of  all  their  hopes,  for  their  own  prosperity? 

I  have  said,  sir,  that,  in  preference  to  this  bill,  I 
would  try  some  modification  of  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem; and  I  will  cheerfully  do  so,  although  every 
body  knows  that  I  always  opposed  that  system. 
Still,  I  think  it  less  objectionable  than  this.  Mr. 
president,  in  my  opinion,  the  real  source  of  the  evil 
lies  in  the  tone,  and  spirit,  and  genera!  feeling, 
which  have  pervaded  the  administration  for  some 
years  past.  I  verily  believe  the  origin  is  there. 
That  spirit,  I  fully  believe,  has  been  deeply  anti- 
commercial,  and  of  late  decidedly  unfriendly  to  the 
state  institutions.  Do  the  leading  presses  in  favor 
of  the  administration  speak  its  own  sentiments?  If 
you  think  they  do,  then  look  at  the  language  and 
spirit  of  those  jiresses.  Do  they  not  manifest  an 
unceasing  and  bitter  hostility  to  the  mercantile 
classes,  and  to  the  institutions'of  the  slates?  I  cer- 
tainly never  supposed  the  state  banks  fit  agents  for 
furnishing  or  regulating  a  national  currency;  but  I 
have  thought  them  useful  in  their  pro|ier  )ilaces. 
At  any  rate,  the  states  had  power  to  establish  Ihein; 
and  have  established  thein,  and  we  have  no  right  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  them.  How  is  it,  then,  that 
generally,  every  leading  press  which  supports  the 
administration  joins  in  the  general  cry  against  these 
iiistitulionsofthestates?  How  is  it,  if  it  be  not  that 
a  spirit,  hostile  to  these  institutions  has  come  to 
pervade  the  administration  itself? 

In  my  opinion,  the  state  banks,  on  every  ground, 
demand  other  treatment;  and  the  interest  of  the 
country  requires  that  they  should  receive  other 
treatment.  The  government  has  usi'd  them,  and 
why  should  it  now  not  only  desert,  but  abuse  them? 
That  some  of  the  selected  banks  have  behaved  very 
unworlhy,  is  no  doubt  true.  The  best  behavior  is 
not  always  to  be  expected  from  pets.  But  that  the 
banks,  generally,  deserved  this  unrestrained  war- 
fare upon  them,  at  the  hands  of  government,  I  can- 
not believe.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  both  ungrateful 
and  unjust. 

The  banks,  sir,  are  now  making  an  effort,  which 
I  hope  may  be  successful,  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. The  process  of  resumption  works,  and  must 
work,  with  severity  upon  Ihe  country.  Yet  I  most 
earnestly  hope  the  banks  may  be  able  lo  accomplish 
the  object.  But,  in  all  this  etlbrf,  tiiey  got  no  aid 
from  government,  no  succor  from  government,  not 
even  a  kind  word  from  government.  They  get 
nothing  but  denunciation  and  abuse.  They  work 
alone,  and  therefore  the  attainment  of  the  end  is  the 
more  difficult.  They  hope  to  reach  that  end  only, 
or  mainly,  by  reduciion  and  curtailment.  If,  by 
these  means,  payment  in  specie  can  be  resuuied  and 
maintained,  the  result  will  prove  the  eriistence  of 
great  solidity,  both  of  Ihe  bnnks  and  of  the  nici  can- 
tile  cbisses.  The  bank  of  England  did  not  accom- 
plish resumplion  by  curtaihiunt  alone.  She  had 
the  direct  aid  of  government.  And  the  banks  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  IStt),  did  not  relv  on  curtailment 
alone.  They  had  the  aid  of  the  ihen  new  created 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  all  the  countenance, 
assistance,  and  f'rienrlly  support,  which  the  govern- 
ment could  give  thein.  Still.  I  would  not  discour- 
age Ihe  ellbrls  of  the  banks.  I  trrsi  tl-ry  \,  ill  -i;e- 
ceed,  and  that  they  will  resume  specie  ]i'iymei.ls  at 
the  earlie.st  practicable  moment;  but  it  is,  at  the 
same  lime,  my  full  conviction,  that,  by  another  and 
a  better  course  of  public  policy,  the  government 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  ;j,   1S:3S— CONG li ESS. 


11 


might  most  mnterially  assist  tlio  banks  to  bring 
about  resumption;  ;iinl  tliat,  by  government  aid,  it 
miglit  be  brought  al<out  with  infinitely  less  of  public 
inconvenience  and  indiviJualiiistress. 

For  an  easy  rosumplion  ol'specie  payments,  there 
is  mainly  wanted  a  revival  of  trust,  tlie  restoration 
of  confidence,  and  a  harmonious  action,  between  the 
povernment  and  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the 
country.  But,  instead  of  elibrts  to  inspire  trust 
and  create  confidence,  we  see  and  hear  nothing  but 
denunciation;  instead  ofliarinouious  action,  we  find 
nothing  but  unielenling  hostility. 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I  were  in  congress,  in 
ISlti,  during  the  lime  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks.  What  was  the  spirit  of  the 
government  at  that  lime,  si.?  Was  it  hostile,  acvi- 
moniou.-*,  bclligerant  towards  flio  slate  institutions? 
Did  it  look  on  them  only  to  frown?  Did  it  touch 
them  only  to  distress?  Did  it  put  them  all  under 
the  scourge?  You  know,  sir,  it  was  far  otherwise. 
You  know,  that  the  secretary  ofth.at  day  entered 
into  friendly  correspondence  with  them,  and  assur- 
ed them  that  lie  would  second  their  etibrls,  for  re- 
sumption, by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  Y'ou 
know,  sir,  that,  in  fact,  he  did  render  most  essen- 
tial aid.  And  do  you  see,  sir,  any  similar  efibrt 
now?  Do  you  behold,  in  Ihe  bill  before  us,  any 
thing  of  the  spirit,  or  the  policy,  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, on  an  occasion  very  like  the  present.  Mr. 
Madison  was  a  man  of  such  subdued  self-respect, 
that  lie  was  willing  to  yield  to  experience  and  to 
the  opinion  of  his  country;  a  man,  too,  of  so  much 
wisdom  and  true  patriotism,  that  nothing  was  al- 
lowed to  stand  between  him,  and  his  clear  percep- 
tion of  the  public  good.  Do  you  see,  sir,  any  thing 
of  this  spirit, — of  the  w  isdom,  of  the  mild,  and  heal" 
ing,  restoring  policy,  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  this  mea- 
sure? Another  illustiious  man,  now  numbered 
wit.'i  the  dead,  was  then  with  us,  and  was  acting  an 
important  part,  in  the  councils  of  the  country.  I 
mean  Mr.  Lowndes;  a  man  not  deficient  in  force  and 
genius,  but  still  more  distinguislied  for  that  large 
and  comprehensive  view  of  things,  which  is  more 
necessary  to  make  great  men,  and  is  also  much  rarer, 
than  mere  positive  talent, — and  for  an  impaitial, 
well  balanced  judgment,  which  kept  him  free  from 
prejudice  and  error,  and  which  gave  great  and  just 
influence  to  all  his  opinions.  Do  you  see,  sir,  any 
thing  of  the  spirit,  t!ie  temper,  the  cool  judgment, 
or  the  long-sighted  policy  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  all 
that  is  now  belore  us?  And  Mr.  Crawford,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  arduously  striving  to  re- 
store the  finances,  to  re  establish  both  public  and 
private  credit,  and  to  place  ibe  currency,  once  more, 
upon  its  safe  and  proper  foundation;  doyou  see,  sir, 
the  marks  of  Mr.  Crawford's  hands  in  the  measure 
now  presented  (or  our  approbation? 

Mr.  President,  I  have  little  tosay  of  the  subordi 
nate  provisions  of  this  bill,  oftlie  receivers-general, 
or  of  the  dangerous  power,  given  to  the  secretary, 
of  investing  the  public  money  in  state  stocks  of  his 
own  selection.  My  opjiosition  to  the  bill  is  to  the 
whole  of  it.  It  is  general,  uncompromising,  and  de 
cided.  I  oppose  all  its  ends,  objects,  and  purposes; 
I  oppose  all  its  means,  its  inventions,  and  its  con- 
trivances. I  am  opposed  to  the  separation  of  go- 
vernment and  Ihe  ]ieoplc;  1  am  opposed,  now  and 
at  all  times,  to  an  exidusive  i.ietallic  currency;  I 
am  opposed  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  measure  orig- 
inates, and  to  all  and  every  einanalion  and  ebullition 
of  Ihat  spirit.  I  solemnly  declare,  that  in  thus  stu- 
dying our  own  salety,  and  renouncing  all  care  over 
the  general  currency,  we  are,  in  my  opinion,  aban- 
doning one  of  the  plainest  and  most  important  of 
our  constitutional  <lulies.  If,  sir,  we  were,  at  this 
moment,  at  war  with  a  powerful  enemy,  and  if  his 
fleets  and  armies  were  now  ravaging  our  shores,  and 
it  were  proposed  in  congress  to  take  care  of  our- 
selves, to  defend  the  capitol,  and  abandon  the  coun- 
try to  its  fate,  it  would  be,  certainly,  a  more  strik- 
ing, a  more  flagrant  and  daring,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment not  a  more  clear  and  manifest  dereliction  of 
duty,  than  we  commit  in  this  open  and  professed 
abandonment  ofourconstitiitional  powerand  consti- 
tutional duty,  over  the  great  interest  oftlie  national 
currency.  I  mean  lo  maintain  that  constitutional 
power,  and  that  constitutional  duty,  to  the  last.  It 
shall  not  be  with  my  consent  that  our  ancient  po- 
licy shall  be  overliirncd.  It  sliall  not  be  wilh  m}- 
constant  that  the  country  shall  be  plunged  further 
and  further  into  the  unfathomed  depths  of  new  ex- 
pedienls. 

It  shall  not  be,  without  a  voice  of  remonstrance 
from  me.  that  one  gr.'-at  arid  important  ;iurpose  for 
which  this  government  was  framed,  sliall  now  be 
surrendered  and  abandoned  forever. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION' SE.N.'.TE. 

J'ebrvarij  23.    Alter  ths  presentation  of  petitions, 
memorials,  &c. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  a  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day,  calling  on  the  secietary  of 
the  treasury  for  statements  of  the  whole  number  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands  granted  to  each  of  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Missouri,  Michigan,  and  Ark- 
ansas, with  the  particulars;  the  numbcrof  acres  sold 
in  said  states  at  public  or  piivate  sale,  the  number 
remaining  unsold,  distinguishing  between  Indian 
and  other  lands,  and  the  number  ol  acres  sold  in 
Indiana,  with  the  amount  received  from  those  sales. 

The  unfavorable  reports  on  the  claims  of  Andrew 
King,  and  the  widow  of  Thomas  Cogswell,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  issuing  patents  to  certain 
lands  at  Cieen  Jiay,  Wisconsin,  and  Ihe  bills  for 
the  relief  of  Robert"  Dickey,  Jo.seph  Hall,  Albion 
T.  Crow,  the  heirs  of  John  Hawkins,  the  heirs  of 
lieutenant  William  Russworm,  the  licirs  of  doctor 
William  Rumsey,  Ihe  lieiis  of  Nathan  Peter  and 
William  Adams,  and  the  owners  of  the  brig  De- 
spatch and  cargo,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 


to  the  senate,  tables  of  the  ra'.is  of  exchange,  for- 
eign and  domestic,  and  of  Ihe  price  of  bank  notes 
at  iliU'erent  period.'*,  from  such  materials  as  are  in 
the  department,  and  such  others  as  can  be  conve- 
niently procured. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  senate  took  up  and 
considered  as  in  committee  of  Ihe  whole,  the  hill 
for  the  establishment  of  a  port  ol  entry  at  Jersey 
city;  and.  alter  brief  explanations  from  Messrs. 
IVall  and  K'hii:,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a  third  reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  (he  house  of  repro- 
senlatives  by  Mr.  Franklin,  llu-  clerk,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Jonalhan  Cilley,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  from  the  stale  of  Maine,  and  stat- 
ing that  the  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  hall 
of  the  house  to  morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  JVilluims  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Presiilenl:  I  came  into  the  senate  this  morn- 
ing, exhausted  s.nd  overwhelmed,  lo  periorm  the 
melancholy  duly  of  announcing  to  you  and  to  the 


The  bill  to  authorize  the-  examination  andtest  of  i  .senate  of  the  United  Stales  the  sudden  and  la 


Samuel  Raub's  double  safe-acting  safety  val 
taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  again  laid 
on  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  a  general  bill  au- 
thorizing experiments  on  steam  boilers,  &:c.  had 
already  jiassrd  the  senate. 

The  senate  resumtd  the  consideration  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  and  Mr.  Kives's  subslitule. 

Mr.  Biuu-n  spoke  till  half  past  four  o'clock  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

After  an  executive  session,  (moved  by  Mr. 
Gnuuhj,) 

The  senate  adjourned  till  JMonday. 

Fcbmanj  2r>.  The  cAaiV  commiinicaled  a  leller 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  22d  instant,  direct- 
ing him  to  communicate  the  report  of  E.  and  G. 
W'.  Blunt,  of  Ivew  York,  relative  lo  the  conslruc- 
tion  and  improvement  of  light-houses,  stating  that 
no  such  communication  had  been  received  at  hi? 
office,  nor  at  the  oHice  of  the  filth  auditor. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  for  the 
establishment  of  the  treasury,  war,  and  navy  de- 
paitincnts,  a  list  of  contracis  enteitd  into  for  the 
year  ltf37:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  war  department,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  of  a  resolution  of  the  senate, 
a  map  cl  the  military  road  from  Saginaw  and  JMacki- 
naw;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tcs/Zcrpresented  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Mississippi,  praying  congress  lo  ralily  and 
confirm  certain  pre-enip"tion  claiu;s  ur.der  the  act 
of  June,  1S34:  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indian,  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  seventy-four  of  the  members  oftlie  gene- 
ral assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  praying  congress 
to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  public  iiiiids  in  a 
subscription  for  a  part  of  llie  capital  stock  of  the 
Jei'.ersonville  and  New  Albany  canal  company,  in- 
corporated by  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  construct  a 
canal  around  Hie  falls  of  Ohio,  on  the  Indiana  side, 
of  sud'.cient  capacity  lo  pass  steambuals  of  the 
largest  size. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  before  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce, memorials,  numerously  sigrieil  by  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Wheeling  anil  Cincinnati,  on  this  sub- 
ject. Those  memorials  had  been  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  would  only  say,  on  the  present  occasion, 
Ihat  the  great  importance  of  the  measure  was  ad- 
milted  and  fell  by  the  whole  western  country. 

On  motion  cf  !Slr.  S.  the  memorial  was  referred 
lo  Ihe  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

r.Ir.  CInij,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  inhabitanis  of  township  three,  range  nine  west, 
of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  representing  ihat  the  IGth 
section,  reserved  for  schools,  in  that  township  is 
leiile  and   unproduclive,  and  praying  a  grant  of 


ed  death  of  my  friend  and  colleague  the  honorable 
Jonathan  Cilley,  a  representative  from  Maine,  in 
the  congress  oftlie  United  Slates. 

At  the  last  adjournment  of  Ihe  senate,  Mr.  Cil- 
ley was  in  ))erfect  heallh,  full  of  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  making  himself  useful  in  asserting  and  vin- 
dicating the  violated  riglils  of  his  stale,  and  of  dis- 
linguisiiing  himself  in  the  great  questions  whicii 
now  so  deeply  agitate  the  public  mind;  full  of  zeal 
and  ardent  patriotism;  and  of  devotion  to  the  great 
cause  of  human  liberty  and  of  human  right.-s,  he  con- 
sidered that  a  crisis  had  arisen  when 'his  country 
had  a  right  to  claim  the  services  of  her  sons,  lie 
obeyed  the  call  of  his  constituents,  relinquishing 
the  enjoymenls  of  Ihe  domestic  circle  of  a  wife 
and  three  children.  lie  is  now  a  lifeless  corpse; 
ail  his  hopes  are  blasted  and  destroyed,  and  his  con  - 
slitnenls  are  deprivedof  the  services  of  an  able  and 
faithful  representalive. 

Mr.  Cilley  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable 
families  in  that  slate.  Palriolism  and  bravery  were 
his  inheiitance.  His  erandlalher  was  tlie"dislin- 
guished  patriot  ami  brave  oflicer  of  llie  revolulici.; 
general  Cilley;  and  his  brother,  captain  Jos.pli 
Cilley,  was  the  gallant  leader  of  the  lieroic  charge 
under  colonel  Miller,  at  the  buttle  of  liridgewaler 
heights,  in  the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  col- 
lege, in  Maine,  and  by  his  superior  talents  and  ap- 
plication attained  a  high  slamfing  at  the  bar  in  that 
state.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an  able  advocate, 
and  a  powerful  debater. 

I-'rom  early  life  Mr.  Cilley  was  ardenlly  attached 
lo  the  principles  of  free  government;  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate of  the  rights  of  the  wlwie  people,  ami  a  de- 
termined opponent  of  the  claim  odhe few  to  Ivran- 
nise  over  the  many. 

In  1S;;2,  Mr.  Cilley  was  elected  to  the  house  of 
representatives  in  Maine,  and  in  I>i35  and  lo.'Ji; 
was  S|ieaker  of  tliat  body,  where  his  lalcnis  and 
love  of  country  became  "so  conspicuous,  that  in 
1837  he  was  elected  to  congress  in  a  district  in 
whicli  the  majorily  were  his  pnlilic;d  appcnenls. 

Of  his  conduct  here  I  need  not  speak,  for  all  wl.o 
hear  me,  all  who  knew  Mr.  Cillleyin  the  olherend 
of  Ihe  capitol,  will  bear  testimony  of  his  abililv,lo 
his  open,  frank,  and  determined  course,  to  Ihe  iiii:ii 
order  of  his  talenis  aad  powers  as  a  debater,  and 
to  the  respect  and  deference  he  paid  lo  the  ricl.ts 
of  others.  *' 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Cilley  was  warm,  ardent,  gene- 
rous, noble;  as  a  friend,  true,  faitliful,  abiding.  He 
was  in  the  meridian  of  his  life,  aged  35:  llie  pa>t 
was  the  earnest  of  the  future. 

In  I'.is  death  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  hrightrst 
ornaments,  and  the  nation  is  bereft  of  a  devoliil 
patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  supporter  of  its  free 
inslilutions. 

The  sun  which  set  upon  the  1  if  less  corpse  of  my 
late  friend  and  colleague,  rose  bright  arid  cheering 


other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  same:  which  was  referred    upon  his  distant  fireside  circle,  and  the  w  ilt  of  hi 
"  " -11-1--  .-  bosom  blest  ils  gladsome  beams,  and  lold  her  iniK 


lo  the  committee  on  public  lands  _    

I\Ir.  iJf/i/oii  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  in-  |  cent"childr'en"lharit  "brought  the  return  of  their 
habitants  of  Eric,   Pennsylvania,  prayin-;  congress  '  father  one  dav  nearer, 
to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  re-issue  of  the  note, 
of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States:  referred  lo  tin 
comuiiltee  on  finance. 


Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  memorial  of  a  large 
nuDiberof  citizensof  Pl-.iladelpliia,  asking  congress 
to  establish  a  dry  dock  at  Ih  it  place,  and  setting 
forfli  st:ong  re;-.so:>3  why  such  an  cslabiisliuient 
.ihoulu  exist  tliere:  referred  to  the  conimiltec  on 
naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Raoh-cd,  That  the  secrclarv  of  the  treasury  be 


_Ala«!  nor  wife  nor  children  shall  see  him  more. 
Wlio  shall  now  penetrate  that  bereaved  mansion, 
and  witness  Ihe  tears,  Ihe  agony,  fhe  dislrarlir.n  (  f 
the  w  idow  and  the  fatherless?  M-.  president,  I 
cannot.  May  the  Father  of  all  Mercies  be  ihiir 
comforitrand  their  support. 

Of  the  cause   and  manner  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cilley,   I   forbear  to   speak;  but  allow  me  lo  s:iv, 
th,.t  it  is  my  srlen.n  coniiclien  thai  he  rnliuliiiniil 
no  ill  will,  and  intended  nodisrespect  loXvtr  Graves, 
.        I  in  anything  that  occurred;  and  that  in  accepting 
irectcd  to  cause  to  be  [irepared  and  ccmmunicaled  I  the  call,  he  did  nothing  more  than  he  believed  in- 
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di  peiisuble  lo avoid  dii;;iace  to  himsell,  to  hid  Uiu- 
ily,  ajul  to  his  constituents. 

I\lr.  Williams  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  uiianimously  adopted: 

ResoU'ed,  unanimouslj.  That  the  senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  ol  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley, 
late  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  from 
the  state  of  Maine,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock 
tu-morrow,  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mournihg 
by  weariri"- crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

And,  as  an  additiDml  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deci-aseil. 

Resohed,  That  the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  senate  then  ailjourned. 

February  27.  The  senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock, 
pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  alter  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  While  rose  and  said,  that  in  order  that  the 
senate  mia;ht  carry  into  edect  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed yesterday,  in  relation  to  attending  tlie  funeral  of 
the  deceased  member  from  Maine,  he  would  move 
that  the  senate  adjourn;  which  motion  being  con- 
curred In, 

The  senate  adjourned  until  to  morrow, at  twelve 
o'clock. 

i'ebruanj  2S. — The  following  petitions.  Sic.  were 
presented: 

By  Mr.  Webster:  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  congress  to  take  into  their  se- 
rious consideration  the  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  currency  to  its  ibrmer 
sound  condition.     I, aid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  Daniel  A.  Brown,  in  relation  to  the 
preservation,  kc.  of  timber  for  the  navy  of  the 
United  States.     Referred. 

i3y  Mr  Buchanan:  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  the  "democralic"  citizens  of  Philadelphia  coun- 
ty, requesting  him  to  disobey  his  legislative  in- 
structions in  regarti  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme. — 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  these  proceedings, 
said  he  regretted  he  could  not  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  democralic  delegation  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  that  he  should  pay  no  regard  to  the 
instructing  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. On  this  subji'ct  his  determination  was 
fi^ed,  and  could  nut  be  changed  by  any  humaji 
power,  except  the  legislature  itself;  and,  much  as 
he  respected  the  source  from  which  this  request 
emanated — and  it  was  worthy  of  all  respect — he 
could  only  refer  the  delegates  to  the  remarks  which 
he  had  made  in  the  senate,  some  days  a:iO,  on  pre- 
senting the  resolution  of  instruction,  as  a  fair  ex- 
position of  his  views  on  the  subject.  Had  he  con- 
sulted his  own  feelings,  he  should  have  resigned 
rather  than  obeyed;  but  friends  whoso  opinion  he 
valued  had  convinced  him  it  was  a  case  for  obe- 
dience, and  not  tor  resignation.  He  was  sorry  to 
be  placed  in  tins  position,  because  there  was  no 
nian  in  the  country  who,  as  an  indivitlual,  was  more 
decidedly  and  strongly  in  favor  of  a  separation  be- 
tween the  banks  aiitl  the  government  than  he  was 
hi:nself] 

Hy  tilr .  Allei) :  praying  the  repeal  of  postage  on 
neuspapers  not  sent  beyond  (he  limits  of  any  one 
county.     Rel'eiTed. 

By  Mr.  Wail:  against  the  admission  of  Texas. 
L'lid  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of 
citizens  of  New  Ji-rsey,  assembled  at  Newark,  in 
which  Mr.  W.  said  tliey  had  expressed  their  opin- 
ions in  relation  to  a  variety  of  public  matters,  liom 
which  Mr.  \V.  di.iered,  though  he  coniiilered  the 
meeting  higidy  respectable.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printeil. 

By  iVlr.  Youn;;:  numerous  petitions  from  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  mail  routes.     Referred. 

,M?o,  various  petitions  in  regard  to  pre-eni|ition 
rights.  Laid  on  tile  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  asking  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
improvement  ot  Fox  river.     Referred. 

liy  Mr.  While:  from  citizens  of  Sevier  county, 
Tennessee,  asking  for  a  new  mail  route  from  Se- 
vier court  house  to  South  Carolina.     Referred. 

By  Mr.  Clai/.ni'  .Alabama:  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature ot  Alabama  in  favor  of  the  annexation  ol 
T.-xas  to  the  union,  llc.id,  l.iid  on  the  table,  and 
oriUred  to  be  printed. 

By  Messrs.  IF(/.'/,  iyo.-i,  Moulon,  and  Nilcx:  on 
individual  claims. 

I\lr.  tinbbins,  fiom  the  committee  on  the  library, 
reported  a  joint  ri'S'duiion,  aiitliorizing  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  si'iiatc  and  clerk  of  the  house  to  subscribe 
fur  ten  numbers  of  Niles'  Register  for  c:\rh  of 
tiie  members  of  congress,  (to  be  delivered  ev,  i  • 
week,)  provided  tliat  the  editor  would  consent 
to  publish  the  prneei  dings  of  congress,  with  tlie 
yeas  and  nays  on  each  question  so  taken,  and 
also  a  supplement  at  the  end  of  llie  session,  con- 


taining all  public  and  private  laws  of  congress.  In 
ties,  &c.  and  furnish  to  each  member  one  copy   of 
this  supplement  free  of  charge. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  once, 

Mr.  Benloji  said  he  hoped  this  business  would 
stop  at  once.  He  calleti  tor  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Robbims  moved  tliat  the  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Denlon:   Never  to  be  called  up  again? 

Mr.  Robbing:   1  shall  consent  to  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Benton:  Then  I  move  that  it  be  inde/initely 
postponed. 

The  question  on  laying  on  the  table  having  pre- 
cedence, was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W'Vii/e,  the  special  committee  on 
the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  were  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  a  .s^jiarate  judge  tor  the  west- 
ern district  ot  Louisiana. 

The  Ibllowing  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed: 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Nathan  Peter,  and 
William  Adams;  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
brig  Despatch  and  cargo;  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
patents  to  certain  lands  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin; 
establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  Jersey  city.  New 
Jersey. 

And  the  bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  dis- 
tricts in  Wisconsin,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

[.\n  amendment  to  this  bill,  tbrmerly  ottered  by 
Mr.  Sevier,  lor  making  one  land  district  instead  of 
two,  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Sei<ier,  Young, 
Walker,  L'jon,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  King,  and 
rejected.] 

Mr.  Prenlisi  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit,  under 
suitable  penalties,  the  giving  and  receiving,  within 
this  district,  of  a  challenge  to  tight  a  duel. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure  till  near  4  o'clock,  particu- 
larly aiming  to  show  that  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations have  had  in  view  as  the  main  and 
jiaramount  object  of  all  their  financial  measures, 
the  establishment  of  a  government  bank,  resting  on 
the  public  revenue.  Before  he  had  concluded,  he 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  atljourn,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF    EEPBESENTATIVES 

Friday,  February  23.  In  answer  to  a  question, 
proposed  to  the  cliairinan  of  the  co.mmiftee  of 
ways  and  means,  by  Mr.  Pickens, 

i\Ir.  Cambtcleng  said  that  that  committee  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  week,  would  report  a  bill  for 
the  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  (as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  juriciiry)  that,  im- 
mediately alter  the  neutrality  bill  should  be  dispos- 
ed of,  he  should  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  abatement  of  suits,  Stc.  against  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Ho:eard,  by  leave,  moved  that  the  house,  at 
one  o'clock  this  day,  do  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
preservation  of  neutral  relations;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

A  number  of  reports  from  committees  were  re- 
ceiveil.  which  will  be  duly  noticed  in  their  progress. 

A  lew  resolutions  of  minor  importance  having 
been  o(f»re.l. 

Mr  Heed  asked  leave  lo  oiler  a  resolution  grant- 
ing the  use  of  the  hall  to  the  congressional  Tempe- 
rance society  on  Tuesday  evening  next ;  objection 
being  maile, 

Mr.  Reed  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  in  or- 
der to  eiiahle  him  to  otfer  the  resolution;  this  mo- 
tion prevaileil  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two-thirds — 
ayes  91,  noes  38. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  Dnon  demanited  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  which 
were  not  ordereil ;  and  the  resolution  v\'a5  adopted 
witlinut  a  division. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  havinjarrived,  the  neu- 
trality bill  was  asain  taken  up  and  considered. 

Tlie  rifiiding  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bell,  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  instructions  to  report  a  substitute, 
which  he  sent  to  the  chair  yesterday. 

The  d-hale  was  continiied  by  Messrs.  Pation, 
Tni,!or,  Howard.  Dunn,  MelOn/.'  Ihynes,  Bell,  Ro- 
bertson, Wise,  Mercer,  and  .'Idains  ;  when,  without 
coming  to  any  decision  upon  either  amendment 
proposed,  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned,  at  half 
past  t  o'clock. 

Saturday,  Feb.  24.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthing- 
ion. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 


sentatives cauoe  2,0iiu  copies  oi  the  survey  and 
ch.irt  of  the  harbor  ol  Havre  de  Grace  and  mouth 
of  the  Susquehannah  and  head  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  communicated  to  the  hcnise  on  the  2d 
of  February,  1S37,  from  the  war  department,  to  be 
lithographed  on  a  reduced  scale,  for  the  use  of  the 
house. 

Several  committees  having  made  reports,  which 
will  be  duly  noticed  hereafter. 

The  speaker  laid  belbre  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  informa- 
tion called  for  by  the  house  on  the  l!)th  inst.  in 
relation  to  the  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Shawnee  Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  Wapagh- 
konetla,  and  tlie  amount  due  to  said  Indians  on 
account  otsaid  cession. 

The  s//C!//cer  l.iid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  the  inlbr- 
ination  called  for  on  the  19th  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  survey  of  the  St.  Helena  bar,  South  Carolina. 

The  resolution  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr. 
Wni.  Cost  Johnson,  proposing  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  a  further  apiiropriation  of  public  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  being  taken  up — 

Mr,  J.  took  the  floor,  and  modified  his  motion 
so  as  to  read  as  Ibllows: 

Resolred,  That  each  of  the  United  Stales  has  an 
equal  right  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  the  common  property  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  slates  in  wliose  favor 
congress  have  not  made  appropriations  of  land  tor 
the  purposes  of  education  are  entitled  to  such  ap- 
propriations as  will  correspond  in  a  just  propor- 
tion with  those  heretolbre  made  in  favor  of  other 
states. 

Resolced,  That  the  committee  of report 

a  bill  making  an  increased  appropriation  ot  the 
public  lands,"the  property  of  the  United  States, 
yet  unappropriated  to  all  the  states  and  territories 
ot'ttie  union  for  the  purposes  of  free  schools,  acade- 
mies, and  the  promoting  and  ditliision  of  education 
in  every  part  ol  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  then  commenced  and  made  some  progress 
in  his  remarks,  in  support  of  tliis  resolution,  when 
they  were  cut  off  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  pending  question  was  the  same  as  on  yes- 
terday, and  the  debate  was  resumed  and  continued 
by  Messrs.  Crockett,  Whittlesey,  ot  Connecticut, 
Garland,  of  Vir^'inia,  Rencher,  Hnlstcd,  Toucey, 
and  Pclrikin;  winch  last  named  gentleman  moved 
the  previous  question,  upon  engrossing  the  amend- 
ment, agreed  to;  (limiting  tlie  opeiation  of  the  bill 
to  January,  184(1,)  and  another,  inserting  at  the 
end  of  the  second  si'ction  the  words  "ether  than 
ports  or  places  within  such  conterminous  slate  or 
territory,"  and  to  engross  the  hill  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Upon  the  first  count,  for  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  the  ayes  were  64,  and 
the  nays  43.     No  quorum. 

The  speaker  then  said  that  there  was  evidently 
a  quorum  present,  and  desired  members  to  vot',» 
upon  one  side  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  (unsuccessfully)  for  a  call 
of  the  house. 

The  house  was  then  counted  again  (by  tellers)- 
and  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustain- 
ed. Ayes  S3,  noes  51.  So  the  motion  was  se- 
conded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  decided  in  the 
allirinative;  and  tlie  bill,  as  amended,  was  read,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Patton,  vvlio  remarked  that  the 
bill  as  it  stooil  amended,  purposed  to  prohibit  llio 
trade  witli  Canada. 

The  bill  being  read,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered:  and  the  question  on  ordering  the 
bill,  as  amended,  to  a  third  reading  was  decided  as 
follows. 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Andeison,  Ather- 
ton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Bruyn,  Cambreleng, 
T.  J.  Carter,  Chapman,  Cleveland',  Coles,  Conner, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crciry,  Cranston,  Curtis.  Cushinan, 
Davies.  De  Graff,  Evans,  Farringlon,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Glascock,  Granthind,  Gray,'  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, ILaynes,  Holiinan,  Hopkins.  Howard.  Wm. 
C.  Johnson,  Kliiisensmith,  L(.;;are,  Lincoln,  James 
M.Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  Me  Kay.  Robert  Mr. 
Clellan.  Abraham  Mc  Clellan,  Mc  Kim,  McKrn- 
iian,  Milligan,  Miller,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  No- 
ble, Owens,  P.ilmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Peniiybacker,  Pott.  r.  Pratt,  Rari'den,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  A.  H.  Sheppcrd,  C.  Shepard,  Stuart, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toncev,  Turney.  Weeks,  Fii-lia 
Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  •.fiiii.ims,  J.  W. 
Williams,  S.  L.  Williams,  Worthin^ton— 76. 

NAYS-Messis  Adams,  Alexander.  H.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Riddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Boul- 
(Ijii,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  \\m. 
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B  Carter,  Casry,  Cliainbers,  Chanuy,  Clark,  Clow-  I  duce  a  tleopsensalion  iji  MaihO.aiul  Indi-iHl  lhroiij;li- 1 
ney,  Cjockelt,L)avee.  DebtMry.Duiinis,  Droingoole.  j  out  the  whole  country,  no  one  can  doubt:  but  tliu 
Diinn,  Edwards,  Everett,  Filiniore,  Gallup,  J.  Gar-  annunciation  ol  the  drf  adlul  fact  to  the  partner  of  j 
land,  J.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Grant.  Hall,  his  bosom,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  youn^  plod^- 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  Holsey, ,  es  of  their  mutual  allection,  little  drcaniinj;  of  the 


R.  M.  T.  llujiter,  J.Jackson,  Henry  Johnsou.  Jo 
.sepli  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones.  Kenible,  Lawler, 
Looinis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Sanison  Mason, 
Maury,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noves,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Peck,  Pelrikin,  Ph'illips,  Phimer.  Pope,  Potts, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer.Sliields, 
Sibley,  Siiiith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Siratton,  Talialerro,  Tillinghast,  Under- 
wood, Albert  S.  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell, 
Vorke— 88. 

So  the  hill  was  ^■ejeclctl . 

When  this  decision  was  announced — 

Mr.  Patton  rose,  and  intimating  that  the  vote 
jjst  taken  could  not  be  considered  as  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  house  on  the  expediency  of  legislating 
in  some  way  upon  the  subject  to  which  the  bill  re- 
It-rred,  but  rather  as  proving  the  force  of  the  objec 
tions  taken  to  the  form  of  the  bill,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  just  taken;  in  which  motion 
he  was  supporttd  by  Rlr.  I'illingkasl. 

Mr.  HotciirdUu'u  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
lie  sent  to  the  chair,  and  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Muson,  of  Oliio,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  and 
amendment  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  liobertson,  of  Va.  moved  the  relerence  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  ad'airs. 

.•\ltera  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Diddle  on  the  merits 
of  the  question  embraced  in  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary was  lost;  54  in  the  a/firmalive,  nays  not 
counted. 

The  motion  to  reconimit  the  bill  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  ad'airs  was  carried;  So  in  the  atiirma- 
live,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Cambrekii^  giva  notice  that,  on  Monday 
n?xf,  he  .should  a5k  the  house  to  proceed  (at  one 
o'clock)  to  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation 
bills. 

The  speaJcer  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  contracts  made  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1S37;  a  statement  of  con- 
tracts relative  to  liglit-houses,  beacon-lights,  &c.; 
a  s'atement  of  payments  ma<le  according  to  law  at 
the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales  during  th"  year 
18.S7,  for  the  discharge  of  miscellaneous  claims, 
and  a  statement  of  expenditures  from  the  marine 
hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen. 

Then  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourne<I,  at  a  quar- 
ter before  4  o'clock. 

Mmd'iy,  Fibruanj  26.  As  soon  as  the  journal 
was  read, 

Mr.  Fairfield  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  An  event  has  occurred  since  our 
last  adjouinmcnf,  which  has  spread  a  deep  gloom 
over  this  community,  and  deprived  this  body  of  one 
of  its  most  valuable  members.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the 
death  of  my  late  colleague,  the  honorable  Jonathan 
Cilley,  which,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce, 
took  place  on  Satuiday  last  near  this  city.  One 
hour  we  saw  him  in  lull  life,  standing  in  the  midst 
of  us  in  all  the  pride  and  vigor  of  inaiihood  ;  the 
next,  a  helpless,  inanimate  corpse.  It  is  a  case, 
sir.  mo-t  melancholy  and  heart-rending  in  all  its 
circumstances,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not  the 
occasion  to  speak"  and  brings  home  to  our  minds, 
with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  trite  but  solemn  truth, 
that  "ill  the  midst  of  life  wr  are  in  death." 

My  deceased  colleague  was  a  man  of  uncommon 
talents.  His  mind  was  strung,  vigorous,  well  stor- 
ed, and  well  disciplined.  He  had,  moreover,  that 
indomitable  spirit  of  perseverance  in  all  the  pur- 
suits of  an  elevated  and  honnrable  ambition,  which 
would  not  rest  salislied  with  low  attainments.  He 
partook  largely,  too,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of 
Ids  ancestors,  which  made  them  "pour  out  their 
blood  like  water."  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
and  which  also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and 
chivalrous  conduct  of  an  only  brother  during  the 
late  war. 

His  fi>llnw-ciliz'"n3  has  often  elected  liim  1o  places 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  state  of  his  adoption,  and 
had  now  fiven  him  a  seat  among  the  representa- 
tives of  the  nation  ;  among  us,  wlio  are  now  spared 
to  d  ^pfire  his  abrmt  and  tragical  removal.  Though 
h?  had  not  long  been  a  member  of  this  body,  he 
had  established  an  enviable  and  an  enduring  repu- 
tation.     His  ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and 


blow  that  awaits  her,  it  is  shocking  to  contemplate. 
No  one  can  think  ol  it  but  with  feelings  of  the 
most  poignant  and  heartfelt  grief.  May  ••  He  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  and  who 
"  will  not  break  tiie  bruised  reed,"  give  her  that 
consolation  and  support  which  she  needs,  and 
which  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  announcement,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will 
attend  the  funeral  ol  Jonathan  Cilley,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  house  from  the  state  of  Maine, 
at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Jlesolicd,  That  a  commilloe  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Jonathan 
Cilley,  deceased. 

Jicwlved,  That  the  members  and  olficers  of  tliis 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Jonathan  Cilley,  liy  wearing  crape  on  the  l-.dt  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuirfield,  the'house  then  ad- 
journed till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tiiesdiii/,  FcOnianj  27.  'J'he  house  met,  [>ursu- 
ant  to  adjournment,  at  12  o'clock,  lor  the  jnirpose 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  honorable 
Jonathan  Cilley,  late  a  representative  in  congress 
frcun  the  slate  of  Maine. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  pall-bearers, 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence  of  the 
deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth's,  at  11  o'clock,  a,  m.  at 
which  time  the  remains  were  removed,  in  charge 
of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  attended  by  liio 
sergeant-at-arms  of  tlie  house  of  representatives, 
to  the  hall,  where  the  funeral  service  was  perform- 
ed by  the  reverend  Mr.  Slicer,  and  the  discourse 
preached  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Reese. 

The  funeral  procession  then  moved  from  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives  to  Ike  place  of  in- 
terment, in  the  following  order  : 

'riie  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Comm<tiee  nf  nrrnnccments,  viz: 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Atherlon,  of  N.  H.         Mr.  Coles,  of  Va. 

Mr.  Connor,  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,     Mr.  Fillmore,  ofN.  Y. 

Pall  bearers,  vi:: 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Marvland,  Mr.  Campbell,  ofS.  C. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  H.        Mr.  White,  of  In.liana, 
Mr.  0?le,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Martin,  of  .'\la. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  members  of  the  house,  of  representatives  and 

senators  from  Alnine,  as  mourners. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  oil  he  liouse  of  representatives. 

The  house  of  representatives,  preceded   by  their 

speaker  and  clerk. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the  United  Stales,  preceded  by  the 

y\ce  president  and  tiieir  secretary. 

The  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  heads  of  departments. 

Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  its  officers. 

Foreign  ministers. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

Wednesday.  Feb.  28.  Immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Fairfield,  of  Maine,  asked  leave  to  ofl'cr  a 
resolution,  which  was  read  for  inlbrmation,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Resolved,  Tint  a  committee  consisting  of  seven 
members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  death  of  the  honorable  Jonathan 
Cilley,  late  a  member  of  this  house,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  therewith,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  this  house." 

**  ?e;o/iTf/,  That  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  house." 

Mr.  Bell  objecting  to  its  reception  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Fairfield  moved  a  su-pensir)n  of  the  rules,  to 
allow   of  his   otFering  the   resolution    at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bell  stated  that  he  had  objected  only  because 
he  thought  it  heller  to  postpone  any  action  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  referred  to  for  a  few  days,  until 
Existing  excitement  should  have  had  lime  to  sub- 
side. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  'V'ork,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  suspendins  the  rule; 
they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 


fervid  eloquence,  his  manly  beariii;  towards  oppo-  len.  Anderson.  Atherlon.  .\ycriecr,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
nents,  and  courteous  demeanor  to  all,  will  be  rea-  Bicknell.  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond.  Boon.  Borden, 
dily  acknowledged,  and  long  remembered,  by  the  Bonldin.Brigss.  Broadhead.  Bruvn.W.  B.  Calhoun, 
members  of  this  house.  Cambrcleng.  Casey.    Clark,   Coles,    Craij,  Crary, 

That  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will  pro- 1  Cushman,  Davies,  Dcberrv,  UcGrarf,  Dunn.  Ed- 


wards, Elmore,  ICvans,  Everett,  Fairliild,  Fletcher, 
Frv,  Gallup,  Gl.iscock,  Gooile,  Grantland,  Grant 
Gray,  Grenmll,  Haley.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hastings, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Hopkins,  Hiibley,  N.  Jones,  kIi- 
gore,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mar\iii,  Mar- 
tin. Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  ftlcClellan.  A.  Mc- 
Clellan,  McKim,  Milligan,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  M.  Mnrris,  S.  W.  iMcuris,  C.  Morris, 
Noble,  No\,s,  Owens,  Paliiur,  Parker,  Pay nter. 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Pliimer.  Potts,  Potter,  Pienli.-:s, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  Slieller,  C.  Shepavd, 
Sheplor,  Slade,  Smith,  Spenciu-,  Stuart,  Straiten, 
Tilliiighast,  Titus,  Touccv,  Turney,  Vandervter, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  E.  Vviiilllcsey,  T  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  WorthiiiKlon. 
Yell,  Yorke— 114. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell.  J.  Calhoon.W.  B.Camp, 
bell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Crans- 
ton, Dawson,  Ewing,  James  Gailand,  J.  Graham 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W.  C. 
Johnsou,  Mallory,  J.  I\L  Mason,  S.  Mason,  ]\Ic- 
Kennon,  Mitchell,  Robertson.,  Serge.int,  Shields, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Taliaferro,  John  White,  Sher- 
rod Williams.  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams— ."il. 

There  being  more  than  two-thirds  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  rules  were  suspended,  and  leave  given  to 
introduce  the  resolution,  wliicli  was  again  read  at 
Ihe  clerks  table. 

Mr.  Fairfield  then  said  that,  entfrtaining  the 
views  and  leelings  w  hicli  he  did  in  reference  to  the 
awful  tragedy  to  wdiich  the  resolution  referred,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  oll'eiing  it  to  the  house. 
Had  he  refused  (o  do  so,  the  voice  of  his  colleague's  • 
blood  woulil  call  to  him  from  the  ground.  His  col- 
league and  friend  had  been  <leprived  of  life  in  a 
manner  and  under  circumstahces  which  demanded 
investigation;  it  was  due  to  Ihe  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, it  was  due  from  members  to  themselves, 
to  the  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  God.  He 
trusted  that  no  member  on  that  tloor  would  shrink 
from  such  a  proposal.  For,  aside  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  case,  an  opportunity 
waspresentid  which  he  should  suppose  every  good 
man  would  prorn|)tly  and  gladly  embrace,  io  jul 
down  the  barbarous  and  disgracelul  practice  of 
duelling,  a  (iractice  which  wantonly  violated  Ih-^ 
laws  of  God.  which  outraged  the  best  leilines  of 
our  nature, which  was  unworthy  of  the  ag- ofciiil. 
ization  in  which  we  live.  He  trusted  thai  the  ef- 
forts of  every  friend  of  his  species  wiuild  he  unit  d 
in  an  endeavor  to  suppress  a  practice  like  tliis. 

Under  the  peculiar  and  distressing  circiims'ances, 
however,  of  the  present  case,  the  deceased  ha\i  g 
been  Mr.  F.'s  colleague  and  peisonal  friend,  sicu'd 
the  house  agree  to  pass  the  resolution,  he  liopidtiie 
speaker  would  waive  the  usual  practice  which, 
Iroin  courtesy,  was  snpjiosed  to  require  that  the 
name  of  a  mover  for  a  select  committee  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  such  commille",  when  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  and  would  not  put  him  on 
the  committee  at  all. 

Wr.  W.  C.  JoAnson,  ofMd..saidtliat  he  hal  voted 
against  Ihe  motion  to  suspend  the  rid  's.b  c  uise,  on 
hearing  the  resolution  read,  he  had  1  c  n  at  cnce  con- 
vinced that  its  adoption  would  ellcct  no  possible 
Siood.or  lead  to  any  satisfactory  result.  No  one  cou'd 
grieve  more  over  the  calamity  which  had  befallen 
Ihe  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  :dl  the  other 
friends  of  him  whose  death  thry  all  mourned, 
than  himself,  but  he  had  opposed  the  introdution  of 
this  resolution  becaiise  he  did  not  know  what  power 
congress  possessed  to  suppress  duelling.  As  a 
moralist,  he  lamented,  as  all  must  lament,  that  the 
state  of  society  war- supposed  to  be  such  as  to  sanc- 
tion such  a  dreadful  resort.  None  could  be  more 
sorry  that  appeals  nf  that  description  were  thought 
to  be  necessary.  But  still,  he  must  ask,  whatgnod 
would  be  elfccted  by  the  proposed  inouiry?  The 
morning  papers  containeil  a  detailed  statement  of 
all  the  particulars  of  this  melancholly  aliair;  the 
house  was  alreaiiy  thus  possessed  of  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case.  And  where  was  its 
power,  under  the  constitution,  to  enact  an  anli. 
duelling  lavv?  Todothal  was  the  richt  of  the  slates. 
Many  of  the  states  had  enacted  such  laws;  it  was 
fully  within  the  pale  of  their  jurisdiction  to  do  .en: 
but  any  like  attempt  on  the  part  nf  congress  would 
be  a  usurpation  of  power.  It  wa.s,  by  the  consti- 
tution, led  to  the  state  to  purify  Ihe  inornli  of  their 
own  citizens,  and  proleot  their  lives  and  character 

He  had  voted  against  the  suspension,  and  should 
vote  again«t  the  resolution,  for  another  rra'on.  Bv 
voting  in  favor  of  a  mea=iire  like  this,  he  shouM 
consider  himself  as  reflrctinj  on  all  the  p.-irlies  in 
any  way  concerned  in  Ihis  transaction;  it  implied 
a  reflection  on  the  prudence,  judgment,  and  wis- 
dom of  both  the  parties.  Had  any  fraud,  any  de- 
ception, any  moral  delinqninry  of  any  sort,  any 
thing  that  would  justify  a  vole  of  expulsion,  been 
imputed  to  either  of  the  parties  or  of  Iheir  friends 
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in  this  matter?  If  any  gentleman  vvouM  rise  in  Ins 
place,  and  state  such  an  act;  it  he  would  show  that 
any  one  of  those  concerned  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  and  tiiose  attributes  which  sliould  ever 
distin.'iiish  the  character  of  a  gentleman  on  that 
lloor,  °and  would  malie  his  name  kliovvn  to  that 
house,  Mr.  J.  would  promptly  ^o  for  any  measure 
which  min-ht  be  required  to  punish  him.  Not  only 
would  he°ote  for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  but  lor 
the  insiant  expulsion  of  such  a  person  from  that 
house;  n!iy,  were  it  in  his  power,  he  would  expel 
such  a  beiti?  from  olf  the  face  of  the  earth.  Was 
tliere  any  gentleman  who  would  rise  in  his  place 
and  assert  this?  If  there  was  none;  what  right  had 
the  houseto  yield  to  its  sympathies,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  house  and  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution? What  right  had  they  to  pursue  a  man  into 
the  private  relations  of  life,  and  erect  a  committee 
of  their  number  into  a  court  of  honor,  to  ferret  out 
tlie  private  doings  of  members,  when  not  acting  in 
their  public  aud^  official  character?  Occurrences 
which  took  place  in  presence  of  the  house,  on  its 
floor,  Ihey  had  a  right  to  notice;  though,  ever,  with 
respect  to  these,  the  line  was  delicate  which  mark- 
ed iheir  right  of  control.  But  to  constitute  such  a 
committee  of  inquiry  as  was  now  proposed,  in- 
stead of  tending  to  quench  the  flames  of  discord, 
sooth  irritation,  and  lead,  liom  reflection  on  the 
past,  to  any  improvement  in  the  future,  by  render- 
ing gentlemen  more  cautious  and  guarded  in  their 
language  towards  each  other,  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, prove  the  fruitful  source  of  new  strifes  and 
collisions.  The  duty  to  be  assigned  to  the  commit- 
tee was  one  of  very  delicate  and  difficult  character; 
any  committee  who  should  attempt  the  discharge 
of 'it  would  soon  find  that  they  had  need  to  ))repare 
themselves  with  strong  nerves  and  well  braced. 
For  his  own  part,  he  never  would  consent  to  serve 
on  such  a  committee  unless,  at  the  very  outset,  he 
armed  himself  for  encounters. 

In  taking  this  cour.se,  Mr.  J.  was  actuated  by  no 
previous  concert.  He  had  not  seen  or  conversed 
vvitli  a  single  one  of  those  who  had  been  on  the 
field  of  the  late  melancholy  contest.  If  the  im- 
prudence of  the  friend  of  the  parties  on  either  side, 
thuir  indiscretion,  or  mistake,  had  led  to  the  catas- 
trophe which  all  now  so  deeply  lamented,  it  was 
matter  of  deep  regret;  but  it  was  out  of  the  power 
of  the  house  to  cvire  Ihe  case;  they  could  not  resus- 
ciate  the  dead,  nor  could  they  ofler  any  ofi'ectual 
alleviation  to  the  wounded  feelings  of  his  survi- 
ving friends.  Every  step  the  committee  might 
take  would  only  exas'perate  public  feeling,  and  sow 
broad-cast  the  seeds  of  future  occurrences  of  an 
equally  dreadfiil  character.  This  was  his  candid 
belief.  Though  as  anxious  as  any  other  gentleman 
could  be  that  such  rencontres  should  be  prevented 
for  all  future  time,  he  was  well  ass\ired  this  was 
not  the  course  to  secure  such  a  result. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  regretted 
to  dilfer  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
had  hoped  that  this  resolution  would  have  jiassed 
without  a  dissenting  voice.  While  that  gentleman 
had  been  addressing  the  house,  Mr.  P.  had  care- 
fully listened  for  some  good  reason  for  rejecting  the 
resolution,  but  he  must  say  he  had  heard  none. 
The  gentleman  said  that  congress  had  not  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  correct  the  evil  of  duelling.  It 
certainly  had  within  the  limits  of  the  Distiict  of 
Columbia;  and  it  was  not  disputed  that  congress 
had  the  power  to  control  the  action  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. The  gentleman  had  further  declared  that  if 
any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place  and  affirm 
that  either  of  the  parties  concerned  had  violated 
the  laws  of  honor  in  this  matter,  he  would  vote  lor 
the  resolution.  Mr.  V.  presumed  that  no  gentle- 
man would  do  so;  hut  the  code  of  honor,  as  under- 
stood by  many,  was  a  very  different  code  from  that 
held  as  such  by  his  constituents.  It  was  enough 
for'  him,  as  their  representative,  to  know  that  the 
whole  transaction  had  been  a  gross  and  flagrarit 
vi.iUition  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  lake  steps  which  inisl'.t  lead 
to  the  correction  of  public  opinion,  if,  ind"ed,  it 
could  be  true  that  it  upheld  such  doings.  Did  pub- 
lic opinion  sanction  such  acts?  Then  it  was  high 
time  that  gentlemen  should  take  some  means  to 
urotect  their  own  lives  and  those  of  their  friends. 
He  was  one  who  believed  the  house  to  possess 
power  to  take  some  steps  in  this  matter  which 
would  be  attended  with  salutary  tllect  in  the  com- 
munity. 

It  had  been  further  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (towards  whom  Mr.  1>.  cherished  very 
high  respect)  that  Ihe  ndoplion  of  the  resolution 
juoposeil'would  only  lead  to  further  broils,  and  to  a 
repetilion  of  acts  of  the  same  dreadful  character. 
Mr.  P.  confessed  his  rcsret  at  hearing  such  a  re- 
mark. They  had  fallen  on  evil  limes,  indeerl,  if  a 
man  mi  dit  'not   advocate  the    cause  of  truth,   of 


reason,  and  of  eternal  justice  on  that  floor,  with- 
out being  threatened  with  a  personal  attack. 

Mr.  Johnson  here  explained.  It  had  been  far 
from  his  purpose,  very  far,  to  say  that  any  gentle- 
man on  that  floor  would  be  threatened  with  a  per- 
sonal attack.  Ijut,  should  the  committee  be  raised 
and  constituted  a  board  of  honor  to  investigate  the 
transaction  which  had  occurred,  they  would  very 
probably  tread  beyond  their  sphere,  and  might  in- 
scence  those  whose  conduct  they  should  publicly 
censure;  and  these  individuals  might  then  consider 
themselves  justified  in  yielding  to  personal  roseut- 

ent. 

If  any  gentleman,  however,  would  take  the 
ground  that  congress  had  power  to  suppress  duel- 
ling within  the  District  ol  Columiia,(thisaHair  had 
happened  without  the  line,)  and  would  move  that 
the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  that 
purpose,  Mr.  J.  would  heartily  vote  for  it.  He 
was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  conld  be  to  set  his 
face  against  the  whole  system.  But  as  to  the  pre- 
sent case,  it  had  already  happened;  no  power  could 
undo  it;  and  it  would  be  useless  to  report  any  bill 
on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Parker  resumed.  He  had  not  understood 
the  gentleman  as  meaning  to  say  that  members  act- 
ing on  the  proposed  committee  would  have  reason 
to  fear  an  attack  from  him,  nor  did  he  expressly 
say  it  was  to  bo  feared  from  others:  but  Mr.  P. 
had  been  going  on  to  say  that  members  of  the  com- 
mittee might  proceed  in'  their  duty  without  the  fear 
of  any  such  attacks.  He  was,  indeed,  ready  to 
admit,  that  it  the  committee  should  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss the  code  of  honor,  they  might  perhaps  greally 
dili'er  as  to  what  it  required,  and  these  diflerences 
might  lead  to  collision:  but  he  apprehended  that 
the  committee,  if  appointed,  would  go  straight  for- 
ward in  the  discharge  of  its  duty,  utterly  regard- 
less of  all  rules  of  that  kind:  that  they  would  look 
only  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people,  without  troubling  their  heads 
about  the  fine  cobweb  distinctions  ol  the  code  of 
honor.  It  had  been  said  that  the  facts  of  this  case 
were  already  before  the  house,  inasmuch  as  full 
statements  had  appeared  in  the  public  papers. 
That  was  very  true:  but  it  formed  no  valid  reason 
against  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation. The  facts  were  not  known  to  the  house 
officially,  so  that  it  could  act  upon  them.  The 
matters  which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  case  of 
The  Spy  in  Washington,  had  all  appeared  in  the  pa- 
pers; yet  that  did  not  prevent  the  house  from  or- 
dering an  official  inquiry  respecting  them.  It 
should  have  the  facts  of  the  existing  case  reported 
from  a  committee.     Mr.  P.  was  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  i>aiesoii,  of  Georgia,  observed  that  there  was 
no  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  more  deeply  re- 
gretted the  event  which  had  recently  occurred  than 
he.  He  entertained,  in  regard  to  it,  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  correct  sentiments;  but  he  coukl  not 
but  think  that  to  raise  such  a  committee  as  was 
proposed,  would  only  kindle  up  a  flame  both  with- 
in and  without  that  house.  He  asked  gentlemen 
to  pause  before  they  proceeded  to  take  such  astep, 
When  he  heanl  the  resolution,  he  had  proposed  to 
himself  the  questions,  what  will  be  the  result  ol 
such  a  measure?  and  what  will  be  the  character  of 
the  action  we  can  found  upon  it?  What  benefit 
will  it  confer  on  the  public  interest,  or  the  public 
morals?  and  he  could  give  no  satisfactory  answer. 
He  admitted  that  congress  might  pass  an  anti- 
duelling  law  lor  this  district;  and  such  a  law  he 
would  vote  for  with  great  pleasure.  But  why  this 
committee?  was  it  that  the  house  might  get  argu- 
ments to  justify  itself  in  passing  an'anti-duelUng 
law?  did  not  all  acknowledge  the  abstract  proposi- 
tion, that  duelling  was  wrong?  when  the  general 
principle  was  already  admitted,  why  inquire  into 
one  particular  case  under  it?  why  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  constilutional  authority  to  get  grounds  on 
which  to  base  congressional  action?  if  gentlemen 
wanted  a  law  against  iluelling  in  the  district  of 
Columbia,  let  them  pass  it;  but  not  leap  over  Ihe 
constitution,  and  invade  the  private  rights  of  its 
members. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  sympathized  with  the  feeling 
which  pervaded  the  house.  He  venerated  and  es- 
teemed the  sentiments  which  had  been  uttered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Fairfield,)  and 
responded  to  them  as  correct.  But  let  him  ask. 
would  that  gentleman  seek  to  draw  the  attcniion 
of  the  whole  American  people,  not  to  the  subjects 
of  public  moment  which  were  before  congrcs.«,  but 
to  an  investigation  o^  the  conduct  of  their  repre- 
sentalivcs  in  Iheir  private  and  personal  relalions 
with  each  other?  into  their  actions  performed  as 
private  citir.ens,  aflcr  they  had  thrown  olf  and  dis- 
connected themselves  from  the  place  and  duty  of  a 
representative?  what  must  be  the  result?  it  would 
it  must,  be  to  cr'e.ate  a  flame  that  would  involve  the 
community.     This  measure  went  to  compel   the 


people  to  take  sides  in  a  private  quarrel,  and  thus 
get  up  an  excitement  leading  to  consequences 
which  no  man  could  calculate.  It  might  lead  to 
resulls  which  would,  eventually,  be  thrown  back 
upon  the  members  of  that  house  as  their  cause. 
This  course  would  never  check  the  evil  which  all 
deplored,  but  might  lead  to  what  all  would  have 
deep  cause  to  regret.  The  abstract  question  with 
respect  to  duelling  was  settled:  it  need  not  now  be 
discussed:  all  they  did  should  be  prospective,  and 
preventive,  in  its  character.  He  asked  that  the 
lioiise  would  stop  now,  before  it  went  a  step  far- 
ther. Why  send  a  committee  to  sift  and  measure 
actions  bj  the  code  of  honor — a  code  which  the 
house  did  not  recognise  or  Iviiow,  as  prescribed 
either  by  the  constitution  or  the  law?  a  code  which 
existed  merely  in  the  imaginations  of  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  people?  would  gentlemen  direct  an  in- 
vestigation according  to  the  requisitions  of  a  code 
such  as  this?  and  to  what  end?  to  increase  the  pub- 
lic indignation  against  duelling?  he  feared  that  was 
not  the  object.  The  feelings  of  the  house,  and  of 
the  communit)'',  were  quite  sufficiently  roused. 
Let  what  had  passed  rather  be  set  down  to  the  ac- 
count of  those  calamities  and  disasters  incident  to 
human  nature,  and  let  the  whole  matter  be  buried 
as  quick  as  possible.  Mr.  D.  was  actuated  by  mo- 
tives the  most  upright  and  sincere  in  his  course 
upon  this  occasion.  He  was  opposed,  on  princi- 
ple, to  duelling,  although  it  was  very  possible  that 
circumstances  might  occur  which  would  drive  him 
to  violate  his  own  principles,  yet  he  disapproved 
of  it  as  much  as  any  man,  and  was  desirous  as  any 
to  promote  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  house. 
After  a  few  more  remarks  of  similar  tenor,  Mr. 
Dawson  resumed  his  seat.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  Mat/lias  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

"And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  means  more  effectually  to  suppress 
the  practice  of  duelling,  and  report  a  bill  for  that 
purpose  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  practicable." 

Mr.  IV.  C.  Johnson  immediately  moved  the  Ibl- 
lowiiig  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  be  ap- 
pefided  to  it  as  an  addition: 

"Resolved,  also,  that  the  commitlee  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  regulating  Ihe  strong  personalities 
which  members  resort  to  sometimes  in  debate." 

Mr.  Morris  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  or  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  on 
the  original  resolution.  On  hearing  it  read,  it  had 
struck  him  that  Ihe  resolution  did  not  reach  the 
object,  which  ought  to  be  the  prevention  of  Ihe 
recurrence  of  like  oiilriiges  in  future.  All  he  had 
in  view  was  to  give  to  the  resolution  the  character 
of  prospective  legislation,  of  which  it  seemed  to  be 
destitute. 

Mr.  J^cH  had  been  prcjiared  for  \Alial  he  hatl 
heard,  as  he  had  antici])ated  the  introduction  of  a 
resolution  of  some  nature,  in  relation  to  the  late 
unhappy  affair.  But  he  had  hoped  that  this  step 
would  not  have  been  taken  until  a  few  days  should 
have  elapsed,  when  members  would  have  been 
better  qualified  than  Ihey  could  be  now,  to  act  de- 
liberately and  dipassionately.  Least  of  all  had  he 
expected  that  such  a  resolution  would  be  introduc- 
ed to-day.  He  doubted  not  it  had  been  done  with 
the  best  and  purest  intentions,  but  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  its  effects  could  be  any  thing  but  mis- 
chievous. Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  ac- 
tion of  the  house  upon  the  subject,  but  the  time 
proposed  for  that  action:  and  he  would  ajjpeal  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  house  as  to  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  subject  lor  a 
few  days.  He  deprecated  the  passion,  personali- 
ty, exacerbation,  and  expressions  of  strong  feeling, 
which  he  feared  must  arise  out  of  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  He  doubted  not  that  the  excitement 
produced  by  this  event  was  an  honest  and  lauda- 
ble one:  and  if  the  object  were  in  reality,  to  bene- 
fit the  country  by  the  prevention  of  future  mis- 
chief, he  would  beg  the  houseto  pause,  .indlo  look 
seriously  at  the  probable  result.  No  mi-nber  on 
that  floor  more  deeply  lamented  Ihe  late  melancho- 
ly event  than  he  did,  and  no  member  could  be  bet- 
ter pleased  by  the  adoption  of  any  practicable 
mode  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  similar  cases. 
But  looking  at  the  inevitable  consequences,  (as 
they  presented  themselves  to  his  miiul,)  of  present 
action  upon  this  subject,  he  must  entreat  the  house 
to  consent  to  a  postponeinnt  for  one  week.  He 
made  a  motion  to  this  efl'ect. 

Mr.  Elnmre.  ol  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  very 
unwilling  to  have  participated  in  (his  discussion, 
but  the  remarks  made  by  gentlemen  w!io  had  pre- 
ceded him  rendered  it  necessary  to  say  one  word  to 
explain  his  course,  and  put  Ihi.s  matter  on  its  right 
fooling.  If,  a^  had  been  said  by  some  of  Ihe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  addressed  the  house,  it  was  intend- 
ed only  to  lay  the  ground-work  for  a  law  against 
duelling,  he  would  vote  ;igainst  it  as  totally  unnc- 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  .3,   18-3?— CONGRESS. 


15 


cessary,  and,  under  present  circumstances,  very 
much  to  be  avoiiied.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  intended  to  assert  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
protect  the  persons  of  the  members  of  tliis  house, 
here  in  the  discharje  ol'thi'ir  constitutional  duties, 
it  becomes  a  question  too  high  and  solemn  to  allow 
lum  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  giving  it  his  support. 
He  required  no  inlbrmatinn  as  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  this  unhappy  ali'.iir  to  direct  his  vote  for  a 
law  against  duelling;  and  if  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  ftlaine  shall  goonly  to  that  end,  he 
would  vote  against  it,  but  if  it  be  so  modihed  as  to 
present  distiiiclly  the  question  whether  the  priri- 
/('»(?»•  of  lids  house  have  been  violaleil,  he  should, 
under  a  solemn  conviction  of  his  judgment,  feel  it 
his  imperious  duly  to  vole  for  the  inquiry,  with  the 
sole  view  to  protect  the  members  of  tins  house  from 
qucslion,  for  what  it  may  be  their  duty,  as  it  un- 
questionably is  their  constitutional  right,  to  say  in 
debate. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  this  inquiry  \»i!l  produce  ill 
feeling  and  excitement.  He  trusted  not.  Who, 
sir,  when  the  high  and  solemn  duty  of  guarding 
and  protecting  the  rights  guarantied  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  thisboily,  and  through  it  to  our  constituency, 
and  the  country,  will  dare  to  throw  his  private 
feelings  into  tlie  proceeding,  to  swell  excitement 
on  so  sad  an  occasion?  No  member  surely  will  do 
such  v^Tong  to  justice  and  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  this  house. 

Entertaining  the  opinions  he  did  upon  this  sub- 


Mr.  Boon  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  suspcn  ]  live  step  in  the  inquiry,  that  there  was  no  good 
sion,  and  should  now  vote  for  the  resolution,  upon  j  reason  wr  delay.  Were  Ihequoslion  a  final  one  as 
the  ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of  privilege,  in-  to  the  case  proposed  to  be  inqisired  into,  that  argu- 
volvingthe  right  of  debate  in  this  house.  Upon  this  i  ineut  might  apply;  but  it  could  not  avail  in  the  prc- 
grouucl,  and  this  ground  alone,  would  he  vote  fur  it.  '  sent  position  of  thequeslion. 

The  chuir  suggeste  I  that  the  question  of  post-  ;  He  would  venture  to  assert  that  the  lime  Ihe 
ponement  was  before  the  house.  committee  would  take  in  order  to  investigate  the 

Air.  hooh  said  he  should  vote  against  the  post-  I  causes  of  the  late  unhappy  event,  wnuld  be  even 
ponement  and  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  as  a  (pies-  i  longer  than  that  named  by  the  gentleman  from 
lion  all'ecling  the  privileges  of  members  of  that '  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  in  his  motion  to  postpone, 
body.  I  In  the  mean  lime,  he  would  susgesl,  there   would 

Mr.  Poller,  of  Pa.,  next  addressed  the  house,  l  be  oppoilunity  for  relleclion  ujion  the  part  of  the 
He  said  he  understood  the  question  before  the  house  house,  aiul  the  .«ame  ellerls  as  had  been  already 
to  be  whether  this  resolution  should  be  acted  upon  pointed  on',  as  arguineiil.s  in  lavor  of  po.stponing, 
at  this  time,  or  a  week  hence.  He  could  not,  for  a  1  would  ensue,  in  the  assuaging  of  feeling,  and  en- 
moment,  permit  himself  to  think  that  any  honoura-  j  abling  members  to  act  upiui  the  report  ol  the  pro- 
ble  member  upon  that  tloor  would  let  any  personal  <  proposed  commitlec  calmly,  cooly,  and  disp^ission- 
or  political  considerations  mingle  with  their  action  !  ately.  He  should,  therefore,  go  ibr  the  postpone- 
upon  such  a  question  as  was  then  presented  to  them    ment. 


for  consideration.  If  I  could  think,  with  my 
league,  (Mr.  McKennan),  that  the  resolution  could 
rellect  on  the  memory  of  the  dead,  or  upon  the 
character  of  the  living,  (said  Mr.  P.)  I  would  be  in 
favor  of  taking  time  for  coolness  and  reflection;  lor 
the  subject  is  one  of  the  deepest  importance,  and  is 
to  bo  acted  on  carefully  and  delibrralely;  while  its 
high  importance  imperatively  demands  that  that 
action  should  take  place  at  the  earliest  possible 
time.  Farther  delay  would,  necessarily,  produce 
farther  excitement. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of  gen- 
tlemen, modiliid  his  resolution  so  as  further  to  in 


Mr.  Reed  rejoiced  that,  iijion  a  late  occasion,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  express  liisopiidon  upon 
the  subject-matter  involved  in  this  question.  He 
rejoiced,  moreover,  that  it  bad  been  biought  before 
the  house  Ibi  its  action  thereon.  Yet  he  could  not 
agree  that  that  was  Ihe  proper  time  to  sit  on  foot 
the  proposed  investigalioii.  It  is  admitted,  he  ar- 
gued, on  all  hands,  Ihat  a  very  strong  feeling  does 
exist  upon  the  subject;  and  to  such  an  extent  that, 
even  before  the  funeral  of  the  deceasi'<l,  there  had 
been  some  doubts  expressed  as  to  the  granting 
funeral  honois  in  this  instance;  and,   considering 

^,.     .    ,  ,    ,       ...,„.„...... . what  had  taken  place  in  rilatinn  to  Ihe  matter,  be 

ject,  under  the  convictions   ol    his  judginent,  liPi  struct  Ihe  proposed  comiuiltee  to  inquire  and  report   deeply  regrelted  that  tlie  uenUeman  fmni  Maine 
should  feel  _constrained  to  vote  lurthe  inquiry,  it  j  ^-hetliei  a  breach  of  tlie  privileges  of  the  house  had  |  (Mr.  Fairfield)  should  have"  introduced  such  a  pro- 

been  committed.  ;  position  as   he   had  done.     As  to  the  qui'slion  of 

Mr.  Loomis  said  that  this  appeared  to  him  a  very  I  postpoiieineiit,  the  geiillenian  from  Pciinsylvnnia, 

plain  question,  and  he  wondered  that  it  did  not  strike  !  (Mr.  Potter,)   who  Iiad  spoken  against  it,  had  said 

very  member  in  that  light.     The  simple  matter  is,    that  further  delay  produced   further   excitement. 


the  resolution  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  thi 
means  of  asserting  the  privileges  of  the  house  ami 
protecting  the  freedom  of  its  debates  and  proceed- 


Mr.  Bell  hoped  that  the  discussion  would  be  con- 
fined to  the  precise  question  (of  postponement) 
before  the  house. 

The  chair  requested  the  house  so  to  confine  it- 
s-lf. 

Mr.  rurncj  entertained  the  opinion  that  all  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  at  this  time,  was  highly 
improper.  No  member  could  possibly  vote  on  it 
Huderstandingly,  until  ail  the  facts  are  investigated 
by  the  coinuiitt..'e.  Hj  would, therefore,  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  question  upon  seconding  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as 
ioUows:  Yeas  84,  nays  8,1. 

So  there  was  no  second  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  McKcnnun  said  that  the  peculiar  position  in 
which  he  stood  towards  his  constituents  demanded 
that  he  should  say  a  word  in   explanation  of  the  '  postponement 


whether,  when  one  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
one  of  the  associates  of  gentleman  there,  is  with- 
drawn suddenly  from  among  them,  and  from  the  re- 
presentation of  the  country 

Here  the  chair  suggested  Ihat  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks were  quite  irrelevant  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  house. 

Air.  Loomii  would  connect  them  with  the  ques- 
tion. The  house  should  act,  undersuch  circum- 
stances, he  thought,  at  once.  It  was  demanded  by 
the  character  of  the  house  that  this  inquiry  be 
made  without  delay.  It  was  one  wliicli  could  in- 
volve no  question  of  individual  eharacter,  and  which 
could  result  in  the  passage  of  no  judgment  by  the 
house  upon  the  character  of  any  of  tlie  parties  con- 
cerned. Upon  that  point,  it  called  for  no  expres- 
sion of  opinion.     He  was  opposed  to  the  proposed 


vote  ho  had  given  against  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote  in 
favor  of  the  motion  to  postpone  tlie  further  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  Ibr  one  week.  His  consti- 
tuents (he  said)  condemned  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling in  the  most  unqualitied  terms,  and  in  that  con- 
demnation   he    most   heartily   agreed   with   thein. 


Mr.  Gre/Kic/niad  listened  to  the  debate  thus  far 


Was  that  human  nature?  He  believed  not.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  that  delay  allayed  ex- 
citement rather  than  produced  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded  oa 
the  question  of  postpoiiemei'i,  that  question  was 
decided  in  the  afiirmalive  bv  (he  lollowing  vote: 

Y'EAS— Alessrs.  Alexaiid.-r,  J.  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigff,  Beiriie,  Bell,  Biddle.  Uoiid.  Boubiiu.  Cal- 
houn, W.  B.  Campbell.  John  Caiiiiibell,  W.  B. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Coiwin.  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Dromgoole, 
Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  J. 
Graham,  Win.  Giaham,  Grciinell,  Gridin,  Harlan, 
Ifaiper,  Hawe«,  Herod,  lloliinan,  Howard,  K.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Jenefer,  H.  Johnson,  ^V.  C.Johnson, 
Kemble,  Lawler,  Lyon,  Mallory.  Alan  in,  J.  Al. 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  AIcKennan  Mene- 
fe-,  Alilligan,  Mitchell,  C.  Alorriss,  Nuylor,  Pat- 
ton,  Pcarce,  Peck,  Pope,  liarideii,  ILindolph,  Reed, 


without  having  been  able  to  here  any  good  reasons  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H. 
for  hasty  action  in  relation  to  the  matter  before  the  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Soiilhgate.  Stanly, 
house,   or   any  asainst  the   delay  which   had  been  j  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood, 


proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Air 
Bell.)  Whether  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  or  into  the  expediency  of  leg 


He  abhorred  the  practice  from  thevenj  bottom  of  his  I  islation  against  the  horrible  custom  of  duellin 
soul,  and  would  go  as  far  as  Ihe  farthest  on  this  floor 
io  surpress  it.  He  saiil,  further,  he  would  yield  to 
no  gentleman  in  deploring  the  tragical  event  which 
had  cast  a  melancholy  gloom  over  the  city,  and 
which  we  bad  all  been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He 
sympathized,  deeply  sympathized  with  the  relatives 
of  ttie  deceased,  and  if  he  could  pourthe  oil  of  con- 
solation into  the  bosom  of  his  surviving  partner, 
nothing  would  atlbrd  bim  so  much  consolation. 
[Here  the  speaker  interposed,  and  said  thequeslion 
was  on  the  postponement.]  Mr.  AIcKennan  said 
he  would  not  transgress  the  rules.  That  he  would 
heartily  go  for  the  amendment  offered  by  his  col- 
league, (Air.  Alorris.)  which  looked  to  legislation, 
and  which  proposed  to  do  something  to  put  an  end 
to  the  practice,  which  is  fraught  with  such  lament- 
able consequences,  and  in  the  condemnation  of 
which,  in  principle,  all  seem  willing  to  unite.  That 
the  resolution  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Maine  pro- 
posed no  legislation,  no  suppression,  by  law,  of  the 
evil,  but  an  examination  merely  into  the  facts  of 
the  late  dreadful  catastrophe;  they  were  already 
before  the  public,  and  it  could  lead  to  no  useful 
result  to  hasten  the  investigation.  If,  after  paying 
the  usual  honors  to  ihe  memory  of  the  deceased,  it 
was  intended  to  cast  an  imputation  upon  the  cliar- 
acteror  conduct  of  the  survivor,  the  passions  ought 
to  have  time  to  cool;  Ihe  excitement,  which  all  feel, 
should  be  allayed;  and  we  sliould  approach  the  sub- 
ject with  that  coalii"S3  and  deliberation  which  are 
sojnecessary  to  enable  the  house  to  come  to  a  just 
and  impnr/iaZconclusion.  Justice  to  the  characters 
of  all  concerned  demanded  that  the  investigation 
should  be  full  and  fair,  without  prejudice  and  uitli- 
cut  passion.  Ho,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  postpone  for 
a  few  days,  would  prevail. 


.there 
certainly  was  no  need  of  hasly  action  in  relation  to 
this  resolution.  Could  the  proposed  inquiry  be 
conducted  with  deliberation  and  impartiality,  while 
every  heait  was  swelling  with  emotion  at  what  bad 
just  transpired?  So  soon  after  the  performance  of 
the  fiineral  obsequies,  the  member  from  Alaiiie, 
(Mr.  FairfieM.)  with  the  best  motives — motives 
honorable  to  him  alike  as  a  man  and  as  a  member 
of  that  body — luad  oil',  red  a  resolution  proposing  an 
investigation  of  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to 
the  lamentable  occurrence.  Should  not  time  be 
given,  before  this  shall  he  done,  for  feeling  to  be 
assuaged — not  parly  feeling,  (of  which  he  could 
not  believe  there  was  any  operating  in  relation  to 
the  subject  in  that  body.)  but  botiorable,  sympa- 
thetic feeling,  before  this  step  be  taken?  II  was 
not  the  force,  but  the  misdirection  of  this  laudable 
feelini,  that  was  to  be  avoided;  and  there  was  no- 
thinsr  (as  it  seemed  to  him)  in  the  case,  to  impel 
the   house  to   acton  the  spur  of  the  moment:    nor 

had  any  reasons  been  given  why  such  hasty  action  \  Vanderveer,    Wagener,   Webstrr.    Weeks,   T.  T 
should    he   had.     He   was  gbd'that  the  house  had  |  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worlhiii;;toii—llV. 
decided  against  compelling  an  immediate  vole  ii[ion  i      The  resolution  wa.«  lli.-n  debated  at  some  length 
thequeslion.     Time  was  necessary,  to  enable   the  j  by  Messrs.    (>arlunil,  o[  Lou.  Bouldin,  JSvans,  nud 
house  to  adopt  a  course  which  should  operate  against    Fairfield,  when 

the  custom  of  duelling,  which  had  produced  results  j      Mr.  Colhonn,o[  M2S<;acliiiscll?.  moved  (o  rccon- 
so   disastrous.     In    order  to  efiect  this   object.  Air.  ]  .'iiiif  the  vote  upon  postponement. 


A.  S.  AVhite,  J.  White,  E.  Wbiiil,.s<'v,  L.  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams.  J.  L.  Williams  Yell 
Yorke— 84. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Alherton,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Birdsall', 
Boon,  Briggs,  Brodheail,  Bronson,  Briiyn,  Bynum^ 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  ChanevI 
Clark,  Clov\'ney,  Coles,  Connor,  Croij,  Cushmati', 
Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGialf.  Edward.s,  El- 
more, Farriiigton,  Faiifield.  R.  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Goode,  Grantlanil,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hall,  Hamuiond,  Haiii-on,  riaslin"?^ 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsev,  Hubloy,  W.fl. 
Hunter.,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,.!.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilj,'ore,  Kliiigensmith,  Le- 
gare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lo;;nn.  Loomis,  Alarlin, 
Alaxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan.  A.  McClel- 
lan,  Alerccr,  Alontgomerv,  Mooie,  Morgan,  M. 
Alorris,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Noyes,  ('»^l(•,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Patterson.  Paynler,  Petrikin,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Pliimer.  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Renclier,  Rliett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Russell,  Shef- 
fer,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyiler,  Spenc>T,  Stu.irt'  Tay- 
lor. Thomas,  Tillinghasl,  Titus,  Toiiccy,  Tnrne'v, 


Grennell  would  vote  for  the  motion  to  postpone 

Mr.  JBroiison,  when  he  had  first  heard  the  motion 
made,  was  favorably  disposed  towards  it.  He  felt 
the  full  force  of  the  suiriesf  ion  that  feeling,  sym- 
pathy, and  personal  attachment,  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  mingle  in  the  deliberations  of  Ihe  house 
upon  tlii.s  subject.  But,  upon  lellection,  he  had 
come  to  view  the  question  as  beine  merely  whether 
the  house  would /irocf erf  to  investigate  this  s'ibiect. 


IMr.  C/oicnci/ moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Co(Af-»n,or  Al.issachuselts,  then  moved  that 
the  whole  subject  lie  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  r.rdertd,  this  motion 
was  lost,  by  the  following  vote:   Yeas  74,  nays  12.3. 

Mr.  Clou-nc!/'s  motion  was  next  in  or<ler,  .and  the 

previous   question    was   seconrl^d,    (by   fellers) 

Ayes  in9,  noes  not  counted.  Anil  llie'qiiestion  on 
reconsideralinn  being  taken  by  yeas  and  na\s,  was- 


and,  in  order  to  do  this,  in  order  to  take  the  iiicep- ..  lost  by  the  following  vote:   Yc 


ncys  ICG. 
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Mr.  Clowneij  then  moved  the  previous  question 
on  tlie  resolutions,  whicli  was  seconOed,  ayes  105, 
noes  not  counted:  and  on  the  question  whether  the 
main  question  should  be  put,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  vote  was  as  follows:  Yeas 
107,  nays  86. 

The  question  wa?  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Fairfield,  as  modified  by 
him,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H,  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beat- 
iy,  Beirne,  Biclcmdl,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Brings,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Brayn,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  J. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Cluw- 
ney.  Coles,  Corwin,  Craii;,  Crary,  Cushman.Davee, 
Davies,  Deberry,  DsGralf,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher, 
I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gar- 
land, Glascock,  Gooie,  Grantland,  Grant.  Gray, 
Grennell,  Grillin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harri- 
son, Flarper,  Hasting?,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Hulscy,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ini.'ham,  J. 
.Jack5on,  Josepli  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  \V.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilh,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Lo"an,  Loomis,  Lvon,  Marvin,  Martin,  Maxwell, 
MclCay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McKim, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  VV.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Oi;le,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Paynter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Russell,  Shelfer,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Sfratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tilling- 
hast,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  J..  W.  Williams,  Worth- 
ington,  Yell,  Yorke — 152. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Bell,  J.  Calhoon,  V>' 
B.  Campbell.  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chapman, 
Clieatham,  Connor,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole.Dunn,  Evi'ing,  R.  Garland,  J.  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Harlan,  Hawes,  Hoffman,  R. 
III.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W,  C.  Johnson, 
f^egare.  Mallorv.  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Patton,  P.-arc»,  Pope.  Ridg- 
way,  Robertson.  Sav\-yer,  Shields,  Siiyder,  South- 
gate,  Stanley,  Stone,  Taliaferro.  Thompson.  Under- 
wood, A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Sherrod  Williams, 
J.L.  Williams— 50. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting 
of  seven  members  be  apjjointed  to  investigate  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  lieath  of  the  honorable  Jon- 
athan Cilley,  late  a  member  of  this  house,  and  the 
circumstances  connected  therewith  ;  and  furlher  to 
inquire  whether,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  there  has 
not  been  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  house, 
and  to  report  thereon  to  this  house. 

Jlesnh-ed,  That  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  .and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  several  commu- 
nications from  the  executive  department,  among 
which  was  a  translation  of  the  Gorostiza  pamphlet, 
called  for  on  Mr.  Adam's  motion,  and  a  list  of 
banks  and  public  officers  having  public  money  in 
their  hands. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  leave,  moved 
the  following  resolution  of  instructions  to  the  se. 
lect  committee  just  ordered,  which  was  adopted  : 

Re'snived,  That  the  select  committee  this  day  or- 
dered be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  means  more 
e.Tectnally  to  suppress  the  practice  of  duelling,  and 
report  a  t)iU  for  ttlis  purpose  as  early  as  is  practi- 
cable. 

Mr.  Evans,  by  leave,  introduced  a  resolution  for 
informing  the  governor  of  Maine  of  the  decea.se  of 
Mr.  Cilley  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jennifer  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  futli.ir  inslrncting  the  commit- 
tee  just  ordered  : 

"  Resnlved,  That  the  committee  ordered  this  day 
b"  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding that  if  any  m-mber  of  this  liousc,  in  debate, 
should  so  far  forget  the  character  due  to  himself 
and  the  housr>  as  to  use  lairguage  which  shall  be 
considered  so  personal  to  anv  other  member  as  to 
call  fir  t!ie  ceinure  of  a  majority  of  the  boily,  the 
spiTiker  first  calling  him  to  ord'r,  such  oiTending 
m-inh-r  shall  imiiodiately  b»  called  onbylhespea- 
ker  to  make  an  aoologv  to  the  house  and  to  the 
member  so  alfended,' and.  upon  refusal  to  make  a 
su(fi'-ient  apology,  such  offending  member  shall  be 
expelled  his  seat  in  the  house." 

T!  -fore  leave  was  granted  as    requested. 

On    motion  of  Mr.  Pailon, 

The  house  adiourned. 


Thursday's  proceedi.vgs. 

T/ie  senate,  after  some  unimportant  business,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
when 

Mr.  Davis  concluded  his  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject— examining  farther  into  the  design,  cha- 
racter, tendency,  and  effects  of  this  measure,  and 
closing  with  an  examination  of  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  Strange  having  signified  his  desire  to  speak 
to-morrow. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  The  follow- 
wing  named  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
being  appointed  to  compose  the  select  committee 
on  Mr.  Fairfield's  motion  for  an  iuquirv,  &c.  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  viz.  Mr.  Toueei/, 
Mi:  Potter,  Mr.  Brings,  Mr.  Elmore,  Mr.  Brnyn, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Kariden.  Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr. 
Harrison  were  excused,on  their  request,  on  ground 
of  being  already  on  other  onerous  committees;  and 
two  other  members  were  ordered  to  be  appointed 
in  their  place. 

After  several  petitions  had  been  presented,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Kemble,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  tlio  .state  of  the  defences  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  the 
northern  and  eastern  frontiers. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  upon  so  much  of  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  as 
relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolutions: 

Rcsohcd,  That  tliis  committee  will,  at  this  session, 
report  no  bill  lo  the  house  in  relation  to  the  District, 
except  those  of  immediate  and  pressing  necessity;  and 
that  they  will  report  all  such  lo  the  house  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  statute  laws  in  force  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ought  to  be  conii)iIed  and  embodied 
in  a  code,  and  that  some  competent  person  should  be 
employed  bycongress  lo  do  it  immediately,  with  notes 
of  such  alterations  as  lie  may  deem  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  a  delegate  ought  to  he  immediatelv 
allowed  the  Distrtct,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Tbis  motion  gave  rise  to  a  brief  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  .ddams,  Bouldin,  Jenifer,  and  Grcii- 
nell.  Finally,  amotion  to  recommit,  made  by  Mr. 
Jenifer,  prevailed. 

Mr.  Rencher.  by  leave,  introduced  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  doorkeeper  be  required  to 
execute  strictly  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  rules 
0/  the  house  r'^lative  to  the  privilege  of  the  hall. 

Resolveil,  That  no  person  shall  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  the  hall  under  the  characters  of  ste- 
nograplier,  without  a  written  permission  from  the 
speaker,  specifying  the  part  of  the  hall  assigned  to 

[The  lollowing  are  the  rules  referred  to: 

"_  13.  No  person,  except  members  of  the  senate, 
their  secretary,  heads  of  departments,  treasurer, 
comptrollers,  register,  auditors,  postmaster  general, 
president's  secretary,  chaplains  to  congress,  jiiilges 
of  the  United  States,  foreign  ministers  and  their 
secretaries,  officers  who,  by  name  have  received, 
or  shall  hereafter  receive,  the  thanks  of  congress 
(or  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  board,  governor,  for  the  time  being,  of 
any  state  or  territory  of  the  union,  who  may  attend 
at  the  seat  of  the  general  government  during  the 
session  of  congress,  and  who  may  choose  to  avail 
himself  of  such  privilege,  such  gentlemen  as  have 
been  heads  of  departments,  or  members  of  eilher 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  speaker  persons,  who  belong  to  such  legislatures 
ot  foreign  governments  as  are  in  amity  with  the 
United  SlatVs,  shall  be  admitted  within'the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives." 

"  14.  Stenographf^rs,  wishing  to  take  down  the 
debates,  may  be  admitted  by 'the  speaker,  who 
sinill  assign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor  or  else- 
where, to  effect  their  ohject,  as  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  convenience  of  the  house."] 

Mr.  Elmore  would  ask  if  the  duty  proposed  to  be 
assitrned  to  the  speaker  W"as  not  already  assigned 
by  tlie  existing  orders  of  the  house?  Thv  speaker 
\yould  say,  in  reply,  that  he  shoulil  feel  much  re- 
lieved if  the  house  would  take  some  new  order 
upon  this  subject.  A  practice  had  existed,  under 
the  incumbency  of  his  predecessor,  which  he  had 
fell  the  inconvenience  of,  in  the  too  extended  con- 
strurlion  of  the  rules  of  the  house  in  this  respect. 
Mr.  Rencher  said  that  such  had  been  his  intention 
in  introducing  the  resolutions.  Mr.  Hopkins  a<-]:cd 
(or  a  division  of  the  question.  And  Ih"  question 
hi-ing  t:iken  on  the  first  resolution,  was  decided 
affirmatively.  The  question  recurring  on  the  second, 


Mr.  Thompson  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  prevailed:  "And  that  no  reporter  or  ste- 
nographer be  admitted,  under  the  rules  of  the  house, 
unless  such  reporter  or  stenographer  shall  state,  in 
writing,  for  what  paper  or  papers  he  is  employed 
to  report,"  Sec.  And  as  thus  amended,  the  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  existing  rules  of  the 
house  in  regard  to  this  matter  were  abundantly 
sufficient,  if  properly  enforceil.  The  second  reso- 
lution passed,  and  the  speaker  stated  that  he  would 
witli  great  pleasure  carry  the  order  of  the  house 
into  execution. 

Mr.  Howard,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  for  the  preservation 
of  the  neutral  relations  of  tlie  United  States,  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

A  discussion  arose  as  lo  the  time  (o  which  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  should  be  postponed.  Mr. 
Howard  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  of  the 
day  tor  to-morrow,  during  tlie  morning  hour.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpose  it  until 
to-morrow  at  1  o'clock,  and  then  to  make  it  Ihe 
special  onler  until  2  o'clock  on  each  succeeding 
day . 

Mr.  Bronson  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  hour. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  motion  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  would 
prevail,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  bill  would 
be  printed. 

[Piolests  from  citizens  of  Vermont  against  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  recently  before  the  house  upon 
this  subject  were,  on  leave,  introduced,  severally, 
by  Me.ssrs.  Fletcher  and  Slade,  and  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  JbAnson,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  on  leave  introduced  the  bill  from 
the  senate,  providingagainsl  Iheabatement  of  suits 
against  the  United  States  Bank  on  the  -Ith  of  March, 
18.38. 

The  bill  being  read  twice,  and  the  question  being 
upon  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  2Aomas  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ,^f/am.s  said  that  this  cuts  off  all  the  amend- 
ments, and  all  debate  on  the  bill  itself.  He  did 
hope  that  the  house  would  be  permitted  to  consi- 
der  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  this  bill — 
whether  congress  could  make  a  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The   motion   for  the  previous  question,  having 
been  seconded,  juevailed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  • 
lo  a  third  reading,  as  foilows: 

An  act  to   prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and  ac- 
tions  now   pending,  to  ^^hichlhe  late  Bank   of 

the  United  States  may  be  a  party, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^-c.  Th.at  no  suit,  action,  judgment, 
or  decree,  now  pending  and  unsatisfied,  in  which 
the  late  Bank  of  (he  Uniied  S'ates  is  a  parly, 
plaintiff,  or  defendant,  shall  abate  or  be  discon- 
tinued or  dismissed  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of 
the  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
limited  by  the  21st  section  of  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  the  said  bank,  for  the  use  of  the  corporate 
name,  style  and  capacity  of  said  bank,  (or  the  pur- 
pose of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation;  but 
all  such  suits,  actions,  judgments,  and  decrees  shall 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  final  judgment,  execution, 
satisfaction,  and  settlement,  as  if  the  said  two  years 
had  not  expired. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  a  third  time,  pas- 
sed, and  returned  to  the  senate. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  message  of  the  president  of  Ihe 
United  States  in  relalion  to  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary allaiis  was  postponed  till  this  day  week. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  pensions  was  resunieil,  on 
motion  of  Mr'.  Cambreleng,  who  addressing  the 
house  in  reply  to  his  colleajue,  (Mr.  Curtis,)  whose 
remarks  had  concluded  the  debate  ujion  this  bill 
when  last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Curtis  followed  at  some  length,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Messrs.  Atherton,  Sible'/.  Bell.  McKim, 
and  Phillips,  when  the  house  adjourned  without 
taking  any  question,  at  half  past  4  o'clock. 


Clock  irork.  Mr.  Rodgers,  No.  410  Broadway, 
New  York,  has  invented  an  ingenious  clock  work 
apparatus,  to  strike  the  city  hall  bell  on  an  alarm  of 
fire.  It  is  very  simple  and  durable,  and  any  one 
can  si't  it  so  as  to  strike  for  any  district,  and  con- 
tinue an  hour  striking.  It  is  also  valuable  for  the 
preservation  of  the  bells,  as  the  hammer  strikes  on 
one  spot,  and  equally  so  for  all  church  bells,  for 
instead  of  lugging  at  Ihe  rope  the  sexlon  has  only 
to  set  the  clock  at  work,  and  the  bell  will  ring  or 
toll  the  necessary  time  without  lalwiir.  It  is  ollo- 
gether  a  simple  improvement,  \\hich  should  be 
adopted  for  (he  city  hall  and  churches.    [Ev.  Slur. 
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Ctg^The  present  number  contains  Mr.  Grunilij's 
letter  to  the  lefjislatiire  oC  Tennessee,  anil  Mr.  Tatl- 
7iiailge's  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Brazil.  Dionizio  de  jIzcocIo  Pecanah  lias  been 
officially  recognised  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  consul  general  of  Brazil  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Pexxsylv.wia.  A  convention  of  the  friends  of 
the  general  administration  met  at  Harrisbnrg  on 
Monday  last  and  nominated  general  David  R^  Por- 
ter, of  Huntin;j;don  county,  as  tlieir  candidate  for 
governor.  The  anti-masonic  convention  assembled 
at  the  same  place  on  the  same  day,  and  nominated 
Joseph  Jiitner  as  thtir  camlidate  for  the  same  oHice. 

CoN-.vccTicuT.  TtiP  democratic  state  conven- 
tion has  nominated  Selli  P.  Beers,  of  Litchfield 
county,  for  governor,  and  John  Stemurt,  of  Aliddle- 
sex  county,  for  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state 
of  Connecticut.  ' 

From  the  Canada  frontier.  The  following 
from  the  Albany  Argus  of  the  5th  inst.  confirms 
the  nccount  published  in  a  subsequent  pa'e  of 
the  disbanding  of  the  invading  forces: 

"Olficial  despatches  from  gen.  Wool  and  col. 
Worth,  Irom  the  former  of  the  2d  inst.,  and  the 
latter  of  the  1st,  show  that  both  on  the  northern 
and  western  frontiers,  the  disturbing  forces  have 
been  dispersed,  and  that  tranquillity  has  been  re- 
stored in  every  direction. 

General  Wool  writes  that  the  entire  farce  under 
Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote,  about  COO  strong,  surren- 
dered to  him  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  1st  inst. 
near  the  Canadd  line,  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
village  of  Alburgh  springs,  Vermont,  with  all  their 
cannon,  small  arms  and  ammunition,  Previous  to 
this,  general  Wool  had  taken  one  piece  of  artillery 
and  nine  loads  of  ammunition  prepared  for  artillery 
and  muskets.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote  were  in  ttie 
custody  of  general  Wool,  by  whom  they  would  be 
surrendered  to  the  civil  aulliorities.  The  British 
troops  were  within  si.v  or  eight  miles  of  the  invad- 
in^cainp  at  the  time  of  the  surreiider. 

The  whole  frontier,  from  St.  Albans  to  Water- 
town,  is  entirely  tranquillized — probably  not  to  be 
again  disturbed. 

Gen.  Wool  left  St.  Albans  for  Plattsburgh  and 
Champlain  yesterday  morning. 

Col.  Worth  writes  that  he  is  just  informed  by 
express  from  major  general  Brady,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Detroit  river,  dated  the  26th  inst.,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  individuals  under  the  com- 
mand ot'  McLeod,  made  good  their  foothold  on  an 
uninhabited  island  on  the  British  side,  and  anpear- 
ed  to  threaten  an  attack  upon  Maiden.  When  the 
troops  at  Maiden  moved  towards  the  island,  the  in- 
vaders lied  without  making  any  resistance.  On 
reaching  the  American  shore,  thoy  were  disarmed 
by  the  forces  under  general  Brady  and  the  civil  au- 
thorities, and  dispersed.  McLeod.  at  the  last  date, 
was  pursued  by  the  marshals,  and  it  was  believed 
would  be  arrested.  The  re-action  against  these 
proceedings  is  general,  and  it  is  not  a  little  ac- 
celerated by  the  want  of  courage  exhibited  on  this 
and  other  occasions." 

The  Rochester  Democrat  contradicts,  as  a  libel, 
the  statement  of  the  N.  Y.  Gaz-jtto,  Courier  and 
Enquirer,  and  Commercial  Advertiser,  that  la.lv 
Head,  whilst  on  her  recent  route  to  New  York, 
was  insulted  in  Rochester.  It  has  the  authority 
of  gen.  Whiting,  a  royalist,  from  Canada,  that  he 
had  a  few  days  since  heard  gov.  Heail  read  a  letter 
from  his  lady,  dated  at  Utica  or  Albany,  i'l  which 
she  states  that,  so  far  from  being  insulted,  she  had 
not  met  with  a  single  mark  of  disrespect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  had  been  uniformly  treated  with  the 
utmost  kindness  and  attention. 

Lord  Goslbrd,  late  governor  general  of  the  Can- 
adas,  has  arrived  at  Boston  with  his  suite.  He 
came  by  way  of  Maine.  He  was  to  embark  ibr 
England,  on  board  the  Pique  frio-ate.  His 
departure  has  given  great  joy  to  the  friends 
of  the  quefn  in  Montreal,  file  "Herald"  states, 
that  that  citv  presented  a  magnificent  spectacle  on 
Tuesday  evening,  (Feb.  27th.)  The  illumination 
in  honor  ol  the  installation  of  sir  John  Colhorne  as 
administrator  of  the  government  of  this  province 
Vol.  LIV.—Sig.  2 .-     .  .-   ' 


and  as  a  rejoicing  that  lord  Ckisfonl  no  longer  in- 
sulted Britons  as  the  representative  of  their  sover- 
eign, was  ;w  general  as  the  most  sanguine  good 
subject  could  have  possibly  desired. 


capital,  and  that  the  Emperor  Nicholas  had  been 
exposed  to  great  personal  ilanger. 


-ippoint.ments  iiY  the  president, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Peter  Diseij,  collector  of  the  customs,  Marble- 
head,  Mass.  from  Feb.  1!),  ISliS. 

Jcise  Hoyt,  collector  of  the  customs.  New  York, 


TiieBvmrers.  We  learn  from  the  New  York 
"Evening  Post"  that  governor  Marcy  hassuspended 
the  order  for  delivering  up  the  Hambers  to  the 
British  authorities,  and  "that  without  question  thev 

will   he   discharged.     Mr.  Morrell,  their   counsel,    rJ.^'M^J^f/'jg-J'^j^^;' 

proceeded  to  .Mbany,  an,l  laid  before  the  governor        f;  jj,,„    ^^„^,^,„^  ^^  „,„  ^„^,  (., 

TJ-  '.'"P"'-'"''"^'*  .""""y' '"  contradiction  to  that    ^^         Vi,gi„i„,  f,„„,  r.,bn,rry  C,  1S3S.  ' 

on  waich  the  order  lor  arresting  and  delivering  them        j.^,,,^,,  if„,.„„/  collector  of  tl  o  customs.  Pearl 
up  was  issued.      Fhe  discharge  of  the  prisoners  will  i  Ri,,„_  ^jj   ,.^„„,  /^,,^,^^y  3j_  jggg 

/o/i(i  .l/c/JoHHc//,  collector  of  the  customs.Dctroit, 


take  place  not  on  account  of  any  change  of  opinion 
as  totheelfect  of  the  evidence  origin  illy  presented, 
but  on  account  of  its  being  invalidated  by  facts  sub- 
sequently proved. 

Foreign  news.  London  papers  to  the  15th  and 
Liverpool  to  the  16th  of  January  have  been  receiv- 
ed at  New  York.  They  are  tilled  with  specula- 
tions upon  the  late  movements  in  Canada,  which 
have  also  been  warmly  discussed  in  parliament. 

The  London  Courier  of  the  loth  of  January  says  ; 

"As  soon  as  parliament  meets  to-uiorrow  the 
ministers  will  lay  before  it  the  additional  documents 
which  they  possess  concerning  the  revolt  in  Cana 


Mich,  from  23d  March,  1S38. 

Diinfurl/i  \.  Harney,  collector  of  the  customs, 
Sacketts  Harbor,  from  March  3,  1S3S,  in  place  of 
Thomas  Loomis,  whose  commission  has  expired. 

John  Ctark,  register  of  the  land  office,  Ionia,  Mi- 
chigan, vice  Joseph  W.  Brown  removed,  from  Clh 
March,  1S.38. 

Jose/ili  S.  Lake,  register  of  the  land  office,  Woos- 
ter,  Ohio,  from  Marcli  25th,  1S3S. 

Juincs  C.  Sluo,  register  of  the  land  office,  Shaw- 
neelown,  Illinois,  from  March  25th,  133S. 

William  Jl.  /?iV/imon(/,  receiver,  Ionia,  Michigan, 
vice  Allen  Hutchins,  removed,   from  Clh  March, 


da,  and  will  be  prepared  to  state  their  views  on  this  |  1S33. 
important  subject.     We  may  expect  a  warm  debate 
il  the  lories  and  radicals  are  not  so  excessively  dis- 
appointed at  the  speedy  termination  of  the  revolt 
as  to  be  unable  to  make  a  show  of  fight." 

The  news|)apers  contain  various  accounts  of  ar- 
rangements for  increasing  the  British  forces,  and 
for  taking  out  troops  to  America.  The  bounty  for  j  25th  JIarch,  1S3?. 
the  ordnance  service  has  been  raised  to  five  gui- '  C/iur/es //»my)Ari/s,  receiver.  Marietta,  Ohio,  from 
neas,  and  the  standard  of  height  reduced  from  five  j  the  2Sth  March,  1838,  when  the  commission  of  Da- 
feet  five  inches  for  the  royal  artillery  instead  of  five  vid  C.  Skinner  will  expire 
feet  eight.     This  corps  wants  490  men  to  complete        "  '  '"     ' 

it.     The  Royal  Sovereign  transport, commanded  by 


Samvel  Milroy,  receiver,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana, 
vice  James  T.  Pollock,  removed,  from  Cth  March, 
1S3S. 

John  Coa/M,  receiver,  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  from  251h 
March,  1S3S. 

John  Taylor,  receiver,  Springfield,  Illinois,  from 


lieut.  Werter,  was  to  take  out  immediately  two 
companies  of  royal  engineers  to  Canada.  The 
Apollo,  at  Portsmouth,  a  large  46  gun  frigate,  is  to 
be  prepared  for  a  troop  ship  and  to  sail  for  Canada 
about  the  end  of  March.  The  Hercules  74  will 
take  out  500  men.  The  Inconstant  has  embarked 
a  portion  of  the  93d  Highlanders,  and  the  Piqi 
will  take  the  remainder.  The  second  companies  of 
the  11th  will  be  landed  at  Bermuda  until  they  are 
wanted  in  America. 

A  large  number  of  officers  have  arrived  at  New- 
York  and  proceeded  to  Canada.  The  collector  of 
that  port  directed  all  the  baggage  of  the  British  of- 
ficers, who  arrived  in  the  packet  ship  Cambridge, 
to  be  passed  without  examination.  The  officers 
and  the  British  consul  called  on  the  collector  to 
express  their  gratification  at  so  unexpected  a  ci- 
vility, which  relieved  them  from  being  subjected 
to  an  ordeal  which,  though  trivial  in  its  nature,  is 
justly  deemed  the  most  vexatious  of  annoyances 
that  the  stranger  can  possibly  encoimler. 

Sir  George  Arthur,  fhe  new  governor  of  Upper 
Canada,  with  his  suite  and  several  military  gentle- 
men, took  passage  in  the  New  York  packet  Sam- 
son, on  Friday  the  3th  of  January,  for  America. 

A  ineetingof  the  friends  of  reform  had  been  held 
at  the  borough  of  Beverley,  at  which  Messrs.  Ren- 
nie  and  Clay  had  spoken  in  favor  of  temperate  and 
conciliatoiy  measures  towards  the  Canailians,  and 
a  petition  to  that  elfect  is  expected  from  tlic  peojde 
of  that  place. 

The  winter  palace  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  29th  of  December,  Hie 
London  Royal  Exchange  on  the  10th  of  January, 
and  the  Italian  Opera  house  at  Paris  on  the  15th  of 
the  same  month.  In  all  these  cases  the  endeavors 
to  extinguish  the  conflagration  were  obstructed  by 
the  intense  fro.'t  which  prevailed,  ami  rendered  it 
difficult  at  first  to  convey  the  water  to  the  flames. 
The  weather,  during  Ihc  season  in  which  these 
fires  occurred,  appears  to  have  presented  a  strong 
contrast  to  the  mildness  of  the  season  here. 

The  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  loth,  agreed  on 
an  answer  to  the  king's  speech,  which  is  but  the 
repetition  of  the  speech  itself. 

A  Berlin  letter  of  January  7th,  states  that  three 
couriers  from  St.  Petersburg  had  arrived  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other.  It  was  reported  that  seri- 
ous disturbances   had  broke  out  in   the   Russian 


Solomon  Clark,  receivers  of  public  moneys  at 
Pontotoc,  Mi.  from  5th  March,  1838. 

Benjamin  R.  Ganit,  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
Opelousas,  Louisiana,  from  January  24,  1838. 

Henry  Smith,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  Vanda- 
lia,  Illinois,  from  January  31,  1838. 

R.  0.  Greene,  surveyor,  Portland  Me.  from  Feb. 
15,  1838. 

George  W.  Riter,  surveyor,  Philadelphia,  Irom 
March  23,  1S3S. 

Marcus  C.  Ryan,  surveyor,  Windsor,  X.  C.  from 
Jan.  31,  183S. 

John  G  Maieney,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue.  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  from  29tli  January, 
1838. 

Edward  Pal/ray,  surveyor  for  the  district  of  Sa- 
lem  and  Beverley,  and  inspector  of  fhe  revenue  for 
the  port  of  Salem,  Massachusetts  from  29lh  Jan- 
uary, 1838. 

John  Horn,  naval  officer,  Philadelphia,  from 
March  23,  1838. 

Daniel  Sherwood,  naval  officer,  Wilminglon,  N. 
C,  from  Feb.  22,  1838. 

Henry  Simpson,  appraiser,  Pliikadelphia,  fiom 
Feb.  2.3,  1838. 

TItomas  H.  Hopkins,  regisd^r  of  land  office.  Mi. 
from  Feb.  23,  1.S3S. 

David  V.  Culley,  register  of  land  office,  Indiana- 
polis, Indiana,  from  March  31,  1S3S. 

Dariil  Robb,  rogisler  of  land  office,  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  liom  March  31,  1838. 

Olmslead  Housh,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Detroit,  Mich,  from  5lh  March,  1833. 

Peter  W.  Uautier,  jr.  to  be  marshal  lor  the 
western  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  J.  W, 
Exum,   deceased. 

Charles  D.  Hammond  of  Georgia,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in 
the  place  of  Peter  Solomon,  resigned. 

/«.7ies  A'.  Barker,  to  be  first  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  from  the  first  of  March  next, in  the  place 
of  George  Wolf,  resigned.         , .   , 


Post  OFFICE  REGULATIONS. — Extract  from  the 
instructions  to  postmasters,  p.  50.  sec.  US.  "In 
every  instance  in  which  papers  that  come  to  your 
office  are  not  taken  out  by  tiie  person  to  wliom  they 
are  sent,  you  u  ill  give  immediate  notice  to  tlie  pub- 
lisher, adding  the  reason,  if  known,  why  the  papers 
arc  not  taken  out."' 
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THE  LATE  DUEL  AT  WASHINGTON. 
Fi'om  the  New  York  American. 
From  the  kditor. 
Washington,  26th  February,  1838. 

I  send  the  Collowing  statement  lor  iiublicaticm.iii 
justice  to  col.  J.  W.  Webb.  It  is  accurate,  as  I 
Ivnow,  in  its  essential  particulnrs,  in  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  impression  under  which  col.  W.  rested 
Oil  the  evening  of  Friday,  23d,  and  up  to  10  o'clock 
A.  IM.  of  Saturday,  that  no  meeting  could  take  place 
on  that  day  between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley. 
'  Col.  W.  had  evinced  the  most  resolute  purpose  to 
prevent,  at  any  rate,  and  at  any  hazard,  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Graves  for  himself,  in  the  combat,  and 
nothing  but  the  unusual  haste  with  which  this  mat- 
ter seems  to  have  been  passed  to  an  issue,  could,  it 
is  believed,  have  deleated  the  success  of  his  inter- 
position, and  that  of  other  friends,  as  well  as  of  the 
law,  to  jirevent  the  duel. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  give  the  signatures 
to  this  paper,  as  it  might  not  be  agreeable  to  the 
parties  to  see  their  names  in  print,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. Any  gentleman,  however,  desiring  it  may 
see  the  original  statement  at  this  office. 

Gadsby's  Hotel, 
Washington,  Feb.  2.5,  1S3S. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  col.  Webb, 
ofNew  York,  called  at  my  lodgings  wiiile  I  was  yet 
in  bed,  and  stated  that  on  tile  evening  preceding, 
Mr.  Cilley,  of  Maine,  had  accepted  a  challenge  from 
Mr.  Graves  of  Kentucky,  and  that  they  were  to 
fight  at  eighty  paces  with  ritles.  Col.  Webb  said 
that  the  proposed  meeting  grew  out  of  a  correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley,  lound- 
cd  upon  a  letter  from  col.  Webb  to  Mr.  Cilley,  ask- 
ing for  an  explanation  of  certain  language  used  on 
the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  of 
which  letter  Mr.  Graves  was  the  bearer.  He  said 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  any  meeting 
could  be  permitted  to  take  place  between  Messrs. 
Graves  and  Cilley  until  Mr.  Cilley  had  first  met 
him  ;  that  he  was  determined  to  force  such  meeting 
upon  Mr.  Cilley,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
might,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  that  determination, 
he  had  secured  the  services  of — ■  the  even- 
ing previous,  shortly  after  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Graves'  challenge  by  Mr.  Cilley,  and  now  called  to 
ask  my  co-operation  in  the  following  proceeding, 

viz:    "That  col.  Webb,  accompanied  by  Mr. 

and  myself,  properly  armed,  should  repair  to  Mr. 
Cilley's  room,  when  Mr.  Webb  should  otfer  Mr. 
Cilley  the  choice  of  his  duelling  pistols,  with  the 
following  alternatives:  either  then  and  there  to  set- 
tle the  question,  or  pledge  his  word  of  honoi  that  he 
would  give  col.  Webb  a  meeting  before  Mr.  Graves, 
at  such  place  and  time,  and  with  such  weapons,  as 
Mr.  Cilley  might  appoint ;  and  in  the  event  of  do- 
ing neither,  then  to  expect  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences on  the  spot."  Mr.  Webb  then  added, 
"should  he  refuse  to  fight  me  at  the  time,  or  give 
the  pledge  required,  I  shall  have  no  alternative  left 
but  to  shatter  his  right  arm,  and  thereby  prevent 
his  meeting  my  friend." 

I  considered  col.  Webb  bounil  in  honor  to  take 
the  course  he  suggested,  and  prouiptly  declared  my 
willingness  to  accompany  him.  At  10  o'clock  I 
was  informed  by  col.  Webb,  that  although  he  had 
been  assured  on  the  evening  previous,  that  Mr. 
Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley  would  not  meet  for  some 
days,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  been  in- 
tentionally deceived,  and  that  the  meeting  would 
take  place  on  that  day  at  12  o'clock.  At  his  re- 
quest, I  immediately  took  measures  to  ascertain 
whether  Mr.  Cilley  was  at  his  lodgings,  and  finding 

that  he  was  not,  col.  Webb,  Mr. and  myself, 

all  well  armed,  took  a  carriage  and  repaired  to  Bla- 
densburg,  where  it  was  said  the  meeting  was  to 
take  place.  Before  arriving  at  the  ground,  col. 
Webb  designated  the  following  as  the  order  of  pro- 
ceeding— to  which  we  assented,  believini^  it  to  be 
the  only  course  left  him,  and  demanded  by  every 
consideration  of  duty  towards  his  chivalric  friend, 
Mr.  Graves.  "  On  reaching  the  parties,"  said  col. 
W.,  "I'll  approach  Mr.  Cilley  and  tell  hiin  that  this 
is  'my  quarrel,  and  he  must  fight  me,  and  that  if  he 
aims  his  rifle  at  my  friend,  I'll  shoot  him  on  the 
spot.'  We  know  that  upon  this,  Messrs.  Graves 
and  Wise  will  interlere,  and  that  wc-  will  be  order- 
ed olf  the  ground, — but  I  shall  tell  them  that  we 
have  come  prepared  to  lose  our  lives  or  prevent  the 
meeting,  that  it  cannot  proceed  without  first  dispo- 
sing of  us.  I'rom  our  knowledge  of  tlie  parties,  it 
is  probable  that  some  of  them  will  then  raise  his 
weapon  at  mc,  when  I  shall  instantly  shoot  Cilley, 
and  we  must  proceed  to  defend  ourselves  in  the 
best  way  we  can." 

On  arriving  at  the  usual  duelling  ground,  we  dis- 
covered that  the  jiarties  were  not  there,  and  after 
waiting  half  an  hour,  returned  to  the  capitol,  when 
col.  Webb  had  a  conversation  with,  and  we  under- 


stood, requested  general  Mercer  to  go  to  the  civil 
authorities,  make  a  Ibrinal  complaint  in  his  (col. 
W's.)  name,  and  cause  ollicers  to  be  despatched  in 
every  direction  todiscoverand  apprehend  the  parties. 

We  learnt  at  the  capitol,  that  the  parties  had  only 
been  absent  about  twenty  minutes,  and  that  the 
meeting  was  to  take  place  at  the  old  magazine.  We 
instantly  followed  in  pursuit;  but  on  arriving  at  the 
place  designated,  understood  that  the  parlies  had 
not  been  there.  We  were  then  induced  to  believe 
that  the  shore  of  the  Potomac,  near  the  arsenal  at 
Greeuleaf's  point,  was  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
we  fallowed  in  pursuit.  But  here  again,  we  were 
foiled;  and  I  have  since  understood  that  the  place 
of  meeting  was  changed  to  avoid  interruption  by 
col.  W.  It  now  b»ing  after  thiee  o'clock,  P.  M. 
we  returned  to  Gadsby's  hotel,  and  there  awaited 
the  result. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  what  would  have  been 
the  course  of  col.  Webb,  if  Mr.  Graves,  instead  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  had  been  injured.  SuHice  it  to  say, 
that  his  determination  was  sanctioned  by  us ;  and 
however  much  we  deplored  it,  we  could  not  doubt 
but  the  exiraorilinary  position  in  which  he  would 
then  have  been  placed,  would  have  warranted  the 
course  determined  upon. 

(Signed)  

The  foregoing  statement  of  Major is  cor 

rect  in  all  that  relates  to  myself,  and  to  our  joint 
proceedings — or  in  other  words,  in  all  its  parts  of 
which  I   could   have  any  knowledge,  not  havin; 

been  present  at  the  time  Major 's  services 

were  sought  for  aud  secured. 

(Signed)  

The  editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Co 
merce  state  that  the  names  affixed  to  the  above  were 
Daniel  Jackson,  of  New   York,  and  Maj.  W.  H. 
Morrell.  — 

The  "Spy  in  Washington"  has  published  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  letter  from  col.  Webb  to  Mr.  Cilley, 
which  the  latter  declined  receiving  when  presented 
by  Mr.  Graves,  and  we  give  it  a  place  as  a  portion 
of  the  history  of  the  duel. 

Gadsby's  Hotel,  ) 
Washington,  Feb.  21st,  1838.       ) 
To  the  Hon.  Jouallian  Cilley: 

Sir— In  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  12th  inst 
you   are  reported  to  have  said  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  which  toDk  place  in  the  house  of  representa 
lives  on  that  daygrowing  out  of  a  publication  made 
in   the   New   York  Courier  and    Enquirer, — "He 
(you)   knew  nothing  of  this  editor,  but  if  it  was 
the  same   editor,  who   once   made    grave   charf 
against  an   institution   of  this  country,  and   aft 
wards  was  sail  to  have   received  facilities  to  the 
amount  of  some  #52.000  from  the  same  institution 
and  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  he  did  not  think  hi; 
charges  were  entitled  to  much  credit  in  an  Ameri- 
can congress." 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you,  sir,  that  I  am 
the  editor  of  the  paper  in  which  the  letter  from  the 
"Spy  in  Washington"  charging  a  member  of  con- 
gress with  corruption,  was  first  published;  and  th( 
object  of  this  communication  is  to  enquire  of  you, 
whether  I  a.n  the  editor  to  whom  ynu  alluded,  and 
if  so,  to  ask  the  explanation  which  the  character  of 
your  remarks  renders  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  seiv't. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

The  annexed  communication  from  col.  Webb, 
written  at  Philadelphia,  was  published  in  the  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer: 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  28,  1S3S. 

As  if  is  my  determination  never  to  allude  edito- 
rially, to  the  recent  melancholy  alfair  at  Washing- 
ton, except  under  circumstances  which  cannot  now 
be  foreseen,  there  may  be  a  propriety  in  briefly  re- 
ferring to  it  at  this  time. 

Some  of  my  contemporaries  have  alluded  to  my 
apparent  desire  to  get  into  difficulties  of  this  na'- 
ture,  but  in  this  they  do  me  great  injustice;  and  1 
may  with  safety  appeal  to  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  circumstances  uudei  which  I  have  actually 
gone  into  the  field,  and  sought  to  take  others  there, 
that  I  have  never  acted  under,  or  exhibited  a  spirit 
of  revenge,  or  been  actuated  by  any  other  feelings 
than  those  which  shonid  be  the  guide  of  every  gen- 
tleman. 

The  true  secret  of  my  repeated  difficulties  is  to 
be  found  in  the  lact,  that  I  will  not  subscribe  to 
the  abominable  doctrine,  that  in  becoming  an  editor, 
1  ceased  to  be  a  gentleman!  This  insult  to  the  press 
of  our  country,  bad  its  origin  in  the  cowardly  feel- 
ings of  certain  senators  from  Mississippi;  and  in 
consequence  of  their  example,  every  political  de- 
•  -jogiie,  who  succeeds  in  obtaining  a  seat  in 
;;ress,  lays  it  down  as  an  a.rioni  that  editors  are 
not  gentlemen,  and  may  be  assailed  without  entitling 
them  to  any  claim  for  redress. 


The  prominent  position  of  the  Courier  and  En- 
quirer, and  the  wide  dissemination  of  the  infamous 
slander  that  I  had  been  bribed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — a  slander  which  had  its  origin  in 
the  malevolence  of  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng — has 
unfortunately  consigned  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  tomb, 
and  attached  to  me  the  imputation  of  seeking  noto- 
riety, by  aiming  to  establish  the  reputation  of  a 
duellist.  Those  who  know  me,  are  well  aware 
that  neither  vindictiveness  nor  malice  constitute 
any  portion  of  my  character;  and  that  where  I  have 
sought  redress,  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  deep 
sense  of  what  was  due  to  myself  and  family,  and 
not  by  the  desire  of  shedding  human  blood.  Nearly 
six  years  have  now  elapsed  since  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng'.-; false  charge  was  first  made  against  me.  It 
is  knovvn  to  be  false  by  every  man  of  ordinary  in- 
tidligence  in  the  country,  and  yet  it  is  annually 
repeated  on  the  floor  of  congress!  Now  1  a|ipeal 
to  any  man  of  proper  feeling,  who  is  himself  the 
father  of  a  family,  whether  he  could  calmly  submit 
to  the  reflectnin  that  this  foul  calumny  must  de- 
scend to  his  children  as  peiliaps  the  only  legacy  of 
one  whom,  while  living,  they  luved  and  honored? 
I  think  not;  and  without  any  disrespect  to  the  feel- 
ings ol  the  public,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
I  have  long  since  determined  to  put  an  end  to  this 
slander  at  all  hazards. 

In  pursuance  of  this  unaltered  and  nnalferable 
determination,  I  have  endeavored  to  hold  members 
of  congress  responsible  for  the  repetition  of  what 
they  well  knew  to  be  a  slander;  and  when  I  have 
been  met  by  the  plea  that  an  editor  of  a  paper  is 
not  a  gentleman,  I  have  had  the  adiiitional  mortifi- 
cation of  knowing  that  a  portion  of  the  press,  want- 
ing in  duty  to  itself,  unfeelingly  endeavors  to  pre- 
judice the  public  mind,  both  as  to  the  object  I  have 
in  view  and  the  character  of  the  plea  by  which 
that  object  is  sought  to  be  avoided. 

Every  man  is.  of  right,  the  sole  judge  of  what  is 
due  to  his  own  honor;  and  while  no  one  can  enter- 
tain greater  respect  for  public  opinion  than  I  do,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  1  can  never  be  so  far 
controlled  by  it  as  to  suffer  any  respectable  person 
to  circulate  the  slander  alluded  to,  without  chas- 
tisement of  some  sort.  Of  course  lean  never  again 
ask  a  friend  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  message  to  any 
member  of  congress.  The  cowardly  plea  which 
members  of  that  body  have  adopted  to  screen  theis- 
sclves  from  punishment,  will  thus  far  prove  efiect- 
ual;  but  they  must  not  imagine  that  they  are  there- 
fore beyond  my  reach.  Time  may  demonstrate 
that  such  a  conclusion  would  be  erroneous;  and  if 
there  are  those  connected  with  the  press  who  are 
prepared  to  censure  my  conduct  because  they  are 
willing  to  submit  to  the  decision  that  their  profes- 
sion is  not  consistent  with  the  character  or  the 
feelings  of  a  gentleman,  I  can  only  enter  my  ))ro- 
test  against  their  acquiescence  in  such  deep  dis- 
grace being  considered  binding  upon  me. 

One  word  in  relation  to  the  recent  duel,  and  I 
have  done.  Mr.  Cilley,  in  his  last  interview  with 
Mr.  Graves,  said  all,  aud  even  more  than  was  re- 
quired of  him;  and  this,  under  the  impulse  of  his 
own  feelings,  he  was  ready  to  commit  to  writing. 
But  he  unfortunately  fell  info  the  hands  of  Benton 
and  Duncan — men  as  void  of  character  as  they  are 
of  political  honesty — and  these  rujiians  believing 
that  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves  was  at  stake,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Cilley's  wonderful  accuracy  in  rifle 
shooting,  persuaded  him  to  withhold  his  assent  to 
what  Mr.  Graves  had  alreaily  reduced  to  writing, 
and  thereby  indirectly  implicate  his  veracity.  To 
Mr.  Cilley's  weakness  in  listening  to  such  dis- 
honorable advice,  and  the  anxiety  of  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton and  Duncan  for  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves,  is  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Mr.  Cilley  solely  to  be  attribu- 
ted. His  blood  is  on  their  heads;  and  sooner  or 
later  the  public  will  properly  apjireciate  their  in- 
strumentality in  this  melancholy  tragedy.  Of  my 
efforts  to  prevent  it,  I  need  not  speak — the  facts 
are  fairly  before  the  public,  and  in  the  conscious- 
ness that  I  have  only  done  what  my  duty  to  myself 
and  my  fiimily  rendered  imperative,  [  rely  upon 
my  conduct  being  duly  appreciated  by  all  whose 
good  opinion  it  is  my  desire  to  retain. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

From  the  "  Globe"  of  Wednesday  night. 

We  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  for 
publication : 

Washington  City,  March  G,  1838. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  three  printed  paragraphs,  cut 
from  newspapers,  having  relation  to  the  inquiry 
with  which  the  committee  ol  which  you  are  chair- 
man has  been  charged  by  the  house  r.f  representa- 
tives. The  first  is  taken  from  a  letter  written  from 
Philadelphia  ;  the  second  from  a  letter  w  ritten  from 
this  city  ;  and  the  third  is  taken  from  the  editorial 
head  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer;  and 
all  of  them  attributing  the  death  of  Mr,  Cilley  to 
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my  counsels  and  contiiranccs.  The  positiveness 
with  which  the  writers  ot  these  paragraphs  iletail 
tile  circumstances  which  enable  them  to  charge  me 
with  the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  may  present  them  as 
])roper  witnesses  to  be  examined  in  relation  to  that 
event;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  request  that  I  may  be 
allowed  to  be  present  at  their  examination. 

In  the  mean  time,  justice  to  the  dead,  who  can 
no  longer  s[)eak  for  himself,  and  a  due  resjanl  to  the 
object  of  these  coincident  movements  i'rom  three 
cities,  induce  me  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  name  is 
concerned,  there  is  not  one  particle  of  truth  in  the 
statement;*  of  these  paragraphs.  Su  far  from  coun- 
sellina:  wilh  Mr.  Cilley,  and  preventing  him  from 
admitting  the  true  report  of  his  conversations  wilh 
Mr.  Graves,  it  hapf>ens  to  be  the  fact  that  I  never 
£avv  Mr.  Cilley,  to  know  him,  but  once  In  his  lile, 
and  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  when 
he  did  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  mc  in  company 
wilh  Mr.  Pierce,  of  the  senate;  and  that  no  coin- 
mnnieation  of  any  kind,  written  or  verbal,  direct  or 
indirect,  personal  or  political,  has  ever  taken  place 
between  us.  Instead  of  con  trivint;  and  creating  this 
duel,  it  i50  happened  that  my  fust  knowledge  of  it 
was  received  in  my  chair  in  the  senate,  on  Friday, 
from  Mr.  Haight,  the  sergcvnt-at-arms,  who  men- 
tioned it  to  me  as  a  town  talk;  my  next  knowledge 
ol  it  was  from  Mr.  Pierce,  of  the  senate,  and  at  my 
place  in  the  senate  ;  so  that  I  was  in  arrear  of  the 
town  talk  on  the  subject.  AVilh  respect  to  this 
wonderful  rifle  firing,  of  wliich  1  am  represented  to 
have  been  the  superintendent, and  to  have  express- 
ed such  high  admiration,  it  happens  to  be  the  fact 
that  I  have  not  seen  a  rille  fired  in  twenty  years. 
Wilh  respect  to  Mr.  Graves,  whose  death  I  am 
charged  with  so  anxiously  contriving,  it  so  happens 
that  I  do  not  know  the  per.son  of  that  gentleman; 
that  not  a  word  of  any  kind  has  ever  passed  between 
us;  that  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  ever  spent  a 
thought  upon  me,  and  am  certain  that  his  existence 
even  was  unthought  of  by  me  at  the  time  I  am 
charged  with  planning  his  death.  With  respect  to 
Dr.  Duncan,  with  whom  I  am  charged  with  being 
in  consultation  nearly  all  the  week,  I  have  no  le- 
collection  of  having  seen  him  until  after  niid-daj' 
on  Saturday,  when  he  and  others  stopped  at  Mr. 
Jones's  door,  which  is  next  door  to  mine,  on  their 
way  out,  and  when  my  counsels  can  be  stated  by 
others  more  appropriately  than  by  myself. 

Reserving  ai.y  further  details  for  a'more  suitable 
occasion,  I  have  to  request  you  to  lay  this  letter, 
with  its  enclosure,  before  the  committee  of  which 
you  are  chairman,  for  such  action  upon  it  as  they 
may  think  proper  to  have. 
Respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS   H.  BENTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tot;cF.Y,  chairman,  ^c. 

[For  the  paragraph  quoted  here  by  Mr.  Benton, 
see  that  portion  of  Mr.  Webb's  letter  above,  com- 
mencing, "One  word,"  Sec] 

Extract  from  a  Idler,  dated  Washington,  Feb.  26, 
1823,  publiihed  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  En- 
quirer. 

"  Immediately  after  the  conversation,  Mr.  Graves 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cilley,  recapitiila'ing  the 
substance  of  the  conversation,  and  requesting  him 
to  reduce  it  to  writing.  Herenpon  a  consultation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Cilley,  Mr.  Duncan  of  the 
house,  Mr.  Benton  of  the  senate,  and  several  others, 
the  result  of  w!uc!i  was  a  reply  late  in  the  evening, 
wherein  Mr.  Cilley  refused  to  recognise  so  much 
of  .Mr.  Graves's  report  of  their  conversation  as  rela- 
ted to  col.  Webb,  and  said  that  he  neither  admitted 
nor  denied  his  claims  to  be  considered  a  gentleman. 
This  was  virtually  questioning  Mr.  Graves'  vera- 
city, and  he  insisted  upon  an  admission  in  writing 
of  what  had  occurred  in  their  personal  interview. 
But  under  the  advisement  ol  Mr.  Benton  and  others, 
it  was  refused,  and  we  all  know  the  melancholy 
termination  of  the  affair." 

Extract  from  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
"He  [.Mr.  Cilley]  is  said  to  have  practised  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  last  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Mr.  Benton,  when  that  personage  declar- 
ed, either  on  hearing  or  seeing  the  result  of  his 
practice,  that  at  eighty  yards  he  could  kill  any  man 
in  the  world.  He  is  said  to  have  hit  eleven  times — 
eight  times  within  the  circumference  of  a  dollar — 
and  the  whole  eleven  times  tyithinthe  space  which 
could  be  covered  by  a  man's  hand." 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  the  2nd  insl. 
Mr.  James  W.atson  Webb  caps  the  climax  of  his 
most  ruffian-like  conduct  by  aimouncing,  under  his 
own  signature,  in  his  paper  of  this  morning,  that  he 
is  determined  to  inflict  chastisement  of  some  sort 


upon  every  respectable  person  who  shall  dale  to 
speak  of  his  having  been  bribed  to  support  the  late 
United  States  Bank.  It  is  probable  Ibis  threat  may 
silence  some  ;  but  I  trust  there  are  yet  more  who 
will  despise  it  as  ulterly  as  the  wretch  who  pro- 
claims it  ought  to  he  despised  by  every  honorable 
man.  For  my  own  part,  while  the  proof  that  this 
atrocious  braggart's  services  were  bought  and  paid 
for  by  the  United  Stales  Bank  exists  on  the  endur- 
ing records  of  the  national  legislature,  1,  for  one, 
shall  never  hesitate  to  speak  freely  my  seutimenls 
of  the  contemptible  apostate.  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  is,  technically  and  etymologi- 
cally,  a  gentleman — that  is,  that  this  father  and 
graiulfalher  were  res|)C-ctable  men,  and  that  some 
few  gentlemen  lend  iiim  their  countenance  in  soci- 
ety— but  as  for  himself,  I  hold  him  to  be  one  of  the 
basest  and  most  craven  braggarts  that  everdisgrac- 
ed  the  human  form.  If  every  man  and  woman  in 
this  community  should  speak  their  true  opinion  of 
him,  it  would  be  found  that  but  few  voices  would 
dissent  from  that  which  I  haie  here  expressed.  1 
say  this,  not  because  1  have  any  desire  to  obtiude 
myself  personally  before  the  community,  but  be- 
cause, in  the  face  of  such  a  defiance  as  that  thrown 
out  in  the  Courier  of  this  morning,  I  deem  it  the 
duty  of  those  who  have  heretofore  spoken  plainly 
of  this  creature's  character,  to  show  that  they  are 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  his  bluster  from  continu- 
ing freely  to  express  their  sentiments. 

WM.  LCGGETT. 
New  York,  March  2,  1S38. 


FRONTIER  INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract  from  a  le'tcr  dated 
St.  L.wvrexce  co.  N.  Y.  Feb.  2(j,  1S3S. 

The  forces  began  to  arrive  at  French  creek  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  and  evening,  and  large  quanti- 
ties ol  arms  and  ammunition  were  received  there. 
Van  Rensselaer  was  there;  and  they  did  not  imbody 
men  on  the  A.merican  soil,  (acting,  in  this  respect, 
under  theadvifte  of  counsel)  but  transported  their 
arms  and  ammunition  to  Hickory  island — a  siuall 
British  island  lying  between  Grindstone  and  Long 
islands — and  the  men  began  to  repair  hither.  They 
had  about  4,<IU0  stand  "of  arms,  20  bairels  car- 
tridges, 5(10  long  pikes,  (a  very  efficient  article, 
manufactured  lor  the  occasion)  and  plenty  of  pro- 
visions. On  the  island,  the  only  shelter  was  a  small 
log  house  and  a  barn.  On  Wednesday,  the  men 
gathered  on  the  island  to  the  number  ofS, 000.  The 
day  was  cold,  and  the  men  suffered  from  exposure. 
Mackenzie,  it  seems,  was  dissatisfied  that  Van 
Rensselaer  was  to  command,  and  neither  he  nor 
Gibson  attended  at  all.  This  threw  a  damper  on 
the  whole  proceeding:  the  Jetferson  men  would  not 
take  arms.  Van  Rensselaer,  it  is  said,  offered  to 
march  into  Canada  in  the  ranks,  with  his  knapsack 
and  musket,  under  any  command,  with  100  men; 
but  on  calling  for  volunteers,  the  first  time  there 
appeared  S3,  from  St.  Lawrence  and  Salt  Point, 
and  all  told;  second,  71  appeared;  and  the  third  time 
only  35  would  volunteer.  They  then  concluded  to 
disperse,  and  by  great  exertions  of  the  leaders, 
enough  were  kept  together  to  remove  the  arms,  kc. 
to  French  creek;  and  then  they  fleil,  "  every  man 
to  his  tent,"  or  rather  to  his  own  lK>me. 

Thus  ends  the  affair,  and  I  presume  tio  further 
agitation  will  be  kept  up  on  this  frontier.  Macken- 
zie has  showed  himself  equally  selfish,  heartless, 
unprincipled,  and  cowardly;  and  so  great  is  the  re- 
vulsion of  feeling  here,  that  I  verily  believe,  if  he 
should  venture  here  again,  he  woiilil  be  handed 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Canadians,  with- 
out ceremony  or  pity. 

Fro7n  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 
The  news  of  the  plunder  of  the  United  States 
arsenal  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex  county,  N.  Y. 
published  in  our  morning  edition,  is  confirmed. 
The  robbery  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  2olh 
nit.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Hand,  the  keeper,  to  the 
j  state  authorities  at  Albany,  says  one  thousand  mus- 
kets with  fixed  bayonets  were  stolen,  twenty-six 
I  rifles,  twenty  pairs  of  pistols,  a  large  quantity  of 
I  knapsacks,  and  perhaps  a  quantity  of  cartridt;e 
boxes.  Entrance  was  effected  at  the  back  door,  by 
means  of  an  iron  bar.  The  stolen  arms,  says  the 
I  Albany  Argus,  "are  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
in  several  sleighs,  and  were  tracked  north.  Mes- 
[  sengers  had  been  sent  in  every  direction,  but  Mr. 
i  H.  believes  that  the  property  is  secreted  within  a 
I  few  miles,  unless  it  has  been  transported  into  Ver- 
I  mont.  The  guns  were  mostly  old.  but  recently 
I  cleaned,  polislied,  and  oiled.  Mr.  H.  had  applied 
1  promptly  to  Gen.  Wool  for  aid  in  the  recovery  of 
the  properly."  This  officer,  accoriiing  to  a  letter 
in  the  Albany  Journal,  has  several  companies  of 
militia  at  his  disposal,  but  no  regulars.  Another 
'  letter  in  the  same  paper  states  that  the  teams  which 


carried  off  the  stolen  properly  came  from  Wcstport 
and  Lewis. 

t)n  the  night  previous  to  the  above  outrage,  (he 
state  arsenal  at  Batavia  was  again  broken  open, 
and  robbed  of  one  hundred  muskets  and  1,000  lbs. 
of  powder.  — 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

Despatches  are  from  gen.  Wool  to  the  23th,  in- 
clusive, dated  at  lieadipiarters,  Champhin.  The 
I  early  indicationsof  quiet  had  given  place  to  a  revi- 
val of  the  Canadian  war  spirit;  and  reccnlly  per- 
sons had  been  actively  engaged  in  collecling  and 
concentrating  between  Chauiplain  and  Plalisburg 
supplies  of  cannon,  carriages,  ball,  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  wilh  the  avowed  intention  of  invading 
Canada,  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  at  three 
points,  \iz:  at  Swanton,  Vermont,  Plaltsburg;  and 
at  some  point  between  Ogdensburg  and  Waterlown. 
The  main  attack,  it  was  believed,  was  intended  to 
proceed  from  the  Champlain  frontier.  These  cir- 
cumstances had  induced  gen.  Wool  to  call  for 
three  companies  of  infantry  militia,  and  some  thirty 
or  forty  mounted  men.  'this  corps  had  been  judi- 
ciously distributed  at  the  proper  passes,  wilh  guards 
near  the  patriots'  depots,  witli  instruction  to^letain 
thein  the  moment  their  removal  should  be  attempt- 
ed: and  the  greatest  vigilance  was  exercLtedto  ]uc- 
vent  and  arrest  these  movements,  and  viith  expect- 
ed sucee.ss.  A  material  change  had  taken  place  i» 
the  public  mind;  so  much  so,  that  it  was  thought 
general  W.  would  be  able  to  obtain  a  volunteer 
force  suflicient  to  answer  all  pri-senl  purposes. 

The  movement  from  the  neigliborhood  of  Og- 
densburg, we  know,  has  proved  an  entire  failure; 
the  poor  creatures  who  composed  the  expedition 
having  returned,  half  frozen,  without  setting  foot 
on  the  main  shore  of  Canada.  The  most  valiant 
ol  thein,  however,  did  cross  the  line,  and  look  pos- 
session of  Hickory  island — a  feat  which  we  sup- 
pose might  have  been  accomplished  by  one  man, 
as  easily  as  by  three  companies.  By  the  last  ac- 
counts, general  Skinner,  wdio  had  been  deputed  by 
general  Wool  for  the  service,  with  orders  to  call 
out  a  battalion  from  general  Hazleton's  brigade, 
had  reached  Watertown,  and  would  proceed  forth- 
with to  French  creek,  anil  endeavor  to  secure  the 
arms,  etc.  belonging  to  the  state. 

PnoCI.A.MATI0N. 

By  H'illiam  L.  Marcy,  governor  of  the  tlate  of 
New  York. 

Whereas  information  has  been  communicated 
to  me  that  the  arsenals  belonging  to  this  state, 
situated  at  Batavia,  in  the  county  of  Genesee  at 
Watertown,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson;  and  at 
Elizabethtown,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  have  been 
recently  broken  open  and  a  part  of  the  property  of 
the  state  deposited  in  them  has  been  stolen  there- 
from, I  do  hereby  ofl'er  a  reward  of  $25(1,  in  addi- 
tion to  alike  sum  offered  by  the  keeper  of  the  state 
arsenal  at  Batavia,  to  any  por.«on  who  will  furnish 
information  that  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and 
conviction  of  the  offenders.  I  do  fuilher  oiler  the 
sum  of  iJoOO  to  any  per>on  who  shall  give  informa- 
tion that  shall  lead  to  the  detention  and  conviction 
of  the  jicrsons  who  broke  open  the  arsenal  at 
Elizabethtown  and  stole  property  of  the  state  there- 
froiij;  which  said  rewards  is  to  be  paid  on  the  con- 
viction of  the  olfeiiders.  And  I  do  furthermore  of- 
fer the  sum  of  <f250,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum  offer- 
ed by  the  keeper  of  the  arsenal  at  Waterlown, 
to  any  one  who  will  give  such  information  as  shall 
leaii  to  the  discovery  and  conviction  of  the  persons 
who  broke  open  the  arsenal  at  that  place  and  .etole 
the  property  of  the  people  of  this  state  therefrom; 
the  said  sum  to  be  paid  on  conviction  of  the  offend- 
ers. And  whereas,  also,  several  pieces  of  ordnance 
belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state  have  been  sto- 
len and  carried  away  from  tliosn  who  had  posses- 
sion thereof  on  behalf  of  this  state,  I  do  liereby 
ofl'er  the  sum  of  .§100  as  a  reward  to  any  person 
who  will  give  information  which  shall  lead  to  the 
apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  persons  guilty 
of  forcibly  and  feloniously  taking  and  carrying 
away  any  piece  of  ordnance  or  cannon,  the  proper- 
ty of  this  slate,  from  any  gun-house,  or  from  the 
persons  having  possession  thereof;  and  I  do  heieby 
call  upon  all  magistrates,  sherifl's,  and  civil  officers, 
to  be  vii;ilant  nnrl  active  in  their  efforts  to  bring  lo 
justice  the  persons  who  have  committed  any  of  the 
aforesaid  offences. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  New 
[L.  s.]     York,  the  first  d.ay  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

W.  L.  -MARCY. 

John  A  T)i\,  Secretary  of  »'.ale. 

The  "Globe"  of  Tuesday  night  contains  the 
following: 

A  report  has  been  received  from  colonel  Worth, 
at  Buflalo,  stating  that  the  arniF,  ammunition,  and 
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artillery,  stolen  from  the  state  arsenal  at  Batavia, 
have  been  recovered.  They  were  found  in  the 
possession  of  about  seventy  men,  who  were  en- 
camped several  miles  higher  up  the  lake,  and 
about  three  miles  from  either  shore.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  disperse  and  return  to  our  shore, 
where  many  arrests  were  n:ade  by  the  district 
attorney;  of  whom  Jive,  including  Buniham  and 
Holmes,  first  and  second  in  command,  were  con- 
ducted to  Butlalo,  and  are  now  undergoing  exami- 
nation with  the  most  abundant  testimony,  having 
been  caught  in  the  fact.  In  the  course  of  the  pre- 
liminary examination,  it  was  clearly  established 
that  the  final  movement  was  to  be  made  on  the 
night  of  the  27th,  before  which  some  six  or  eight 
hundred  men  were  waiting  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood to  join. 

From.  Ihe  Buffalo  Com.  AJverimr,  March  \. 

Early  Ihis  morning  we  received  by  express,  the 
following  intelligence,  which,  as  it  comes  official- 
ly, may  be  depended  upon  as  correct. 

Gen.  Scott  arrived  at  IVIonroe,  Michigan,  on  the 
25th  ult.  On  the  24lh,  a  party  of  patriots  took 
possession  of  a  small  island  in  the  Detroit  river,  on 
the  Canada  side,  and  the  next  day  were  dislodged 
by  the  British  batteries,  and  escaped  to  the  Ameri- 
can shore. 

There  were  about  150  in  number,  and  were  im- 
mediately disarmed  by  brig.  gen.  Brady,  and  suf- 
iered  to  disperse. 

A  deputy  marshal  is  in  pursuit  of  the  leader,  the 
patriot  adjutant  gen.  McLeod. 

No  other  expedition  has  attempted  to  cross  the 
frontier  in  that  region.  This  is  the  fourth  Navy 
island  expedition. 

The  Kingston  Chronicle  gives  further  particulars 
of  the  threatened  invasion  of  Canada.  A  despatch 
was  received  at  that  place,  staling  that  the  patriots 
were  concentrating  their  forces  with  an  intention 
of  making  an  attack  ufion  Kingston  or  Gananoque, 
on  the  night  of  the  22d  of  February.  The  militia, 
under  major  Fitzgerald,  were  fully  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  mustered  to  the  number  of  1600 
bayonets.  The  patriots  are  stated  to  have  been 
about  200  strong.  An  account  of  what  transpired 
on  our  own  frontier  at  the  same  time  is  given 
by  the  Ogdensburg  Republican.  Mackenzie  had 
been  visiting  that  vicinity  some  weeks  since,  and 
had  addressed  our  citizens  at  that  place  and  at 
Canton.  On  his  return  to  Plattsburg,  a  conven- 
tion was  held  somewhere  in  St.  Lawrence  county 
or  in  JeH'erson,  and  a  plan  of  operations  concerted. 
The  passing  and  repassing  of  many  strangers  in- 
duced the  belief  that  a  general  rising  was  about  to 
take  place  on  the  frontier,  and  an  attack  made  upon 
Kingston  on  the  22d.  Three  thousand  men,  with 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  poured  into 
French  creek  like  a  torrent.  Fearing  a  visit  fro 
the  United  States'  authorities,  they  removed  to 
Hickory  island,  on  the  Canada  side, '24  miles  from 
Kingston.  The  next  step  was  to  call  for  volun- 
teers from  among  tliis  chlvalric  host,  when  c;g//(y- 
six!  responded  to  the  appeal.  This  was  a  damper. 
The  loolcers-on  bore  the  same  portion  to  the  actors 
as  in  other  farces,  and  activity  became  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  play  was  emled,  and  che  audience 
retired. 


HON.  FELIX  GRUNDY'S  LETTER, 
On  the  Tennessee  resolutions  of  instruclion. 

Washington-  City,  Feb.  fi,  1838. 
To  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  slate 
of  Tennessee  who  voted  for  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

"Resolved,  therefore,  by  the  general  assembli/  of 
the  slate  of  Tennessee,  That  our  senators  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  in  congress  be 
requested,  to  vole  against  any  law  which  may  pro 
pose  to  enforce  the  su'/-treasury  sysiejn  of  finance, 
recommended  by  the  president  "of  the  United  States 
in  his  message  to  congress  of  the  4th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837." 

Gentlemen:  I  received,  last  evening,  the  forego- 
ing instructions  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  I, 
In  part,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  the  senate' 
of  the  United  States,  and  hasten  to  inform  you  of 
the  course  I  shall  feel  if  my  duty  to  pursue. 

I  have  always  been  an  advocate  for  the  right  of 
Instruclion,  and  holding  that  right  as  belongi7ig  to 
the  imraediafe  constituency  of  the  representative; 
I  also  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representative 
to  obey;  that  is  the  stale  legislature  possesses  the 
right  to  instruct  the  senators  from  their  state  in 
congress,  as  to  any  particular  measure,  and  the 
people  possess  the  right  to  instruct  their  immediate 
representatives. 

You  have  instriicted  me  to  vote  against  a  parti- 
cular measure.    To  vote  against  it  will  involve  no 


infraction  of  the  constitution;  nor  am  I  required, 
by  a  compliance  with  your  instructions,  to  inflict 
a  direct  and  vital  injury  upon  my  country.  You, 
by  your  instruclions,  have  taken  upon  yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  the  vote  I  am  required  to  give, 
and  1  am  relieved  from  it.  The  people  willlook 
to  you  as  the  principal,  and  to  me  merely  as  the 
agent,  in  performing  an  act  expressly  required  by 
those  in  whom  I  recognise  the  power  to  instruct. 
I  therefore  shall  obey,  in  good  faith,  your  in- 
structions as  expressed  in  your  resolution,  and  shall 
vote  against  the  bill,  in  all  its  stages,  precisely  in 
the  same  way  1  should  do  were  I  opposed  to  it  my- 
self, and  not  follow  the  example  of  those  senators 
of  the  opposition  who  have  felt  at  liberty  to  disobey 
the  instructions  of  Iheir  state  legislatures. 

If  my  political  principles  would  allow  me  to  do 
so,  perhaps  a  case  cannot  be  imagined  where 
stronger  circumstances  could  exist  in  justification 
of  a  course  different  from  the  one  I  have  adopted. 
You  were  elected  as  members  of  the  legislature  in 
August  last.  Before  that  time,  nothing  had  been 
said  publicly  among  the  people  of  the  state  in  re- 
gard to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.  Consequently,  your 
election  furnishes  no  indication  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject,  because  the  question  was  not  then 
considered,  and  was  not  before  the  people. 

The  president's  message,  at  the  special  session 
in  September,  first  disclosed  the  views  of  the  ad- 
ministi-ation  upon  this  subject.  This  document 
could  not  have  been  seen  by  many  of  your  consti- 
tuents before  you  left  home  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, whore  you  convened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
October.  Therefore,  most  of  you  could  not  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  sentiments 
of  your  constituents  before  you  met  in  October.  I 
am  also  constrained  to  believe  that  such  was  the 
fact,  as  to  your  meansof  knowing  the  views  of  you 
constituents  on  this  measure,  from  the  obvious 
consideration  that  had  you  really  known  that  their 
opinions  were  against  it,  your  respect  for  those 
opinions  must  have  led  you  to  immediate  and 
prompt  action  on  the  subject.  How,  otherwise, 
can  you  justify  your  conduct  in  delaying  to  act  till 
the  18th  day  of  January,  1838. 

Neither  have  I  heard  of  any  memorials  or  remon- 
strances, indicafing  the  public  sentiment,  that  have 
been  sent  to  you,  requiri/ig  you  to  interpose  be- 
tween me  and  my  vote  on  this  subject. 

You  met  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  last, 
and  have  continued  in  session  ever  since.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  but  think  it  improbable,  if  not  im- 
possible, that  the  people  have  impelled  you  to  this 
measure;  because,  but  few  of  yoti,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  your  session,  have  visited  your  con- 
stituents, and  I  have  not  understood  that  any  of 
you  befoi-e  your  election  or  since,  have  been  in- 
structed by  them. 

I  have  noticed  in  the  newspapers  one  political 
meeting  having  been  held  in  Nashville,  to  instruct 
the  Davidson  members  on  other  subjects;  but  this 
measure,  on  which  you  instruct  me,  was  not  named. 
Fui-ther.  If  it  were  for  the  public  interest  for  you 
to  act  in  this  matter,  why  did  you  not  act  more 
promptly  upon  the  president's  message,  which  ap- 
peared in  September  last;  and  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  finance  committee  at  the  special  session? 
For  thi-ee  months  and  a  half  after  you  met,  and 
knew  what  measures  were  recommended  bv  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government,  you  reriiain- 
ed  silent,  permitting  your'senators  to  exercise  their 
own  judgments;  and'nottill  a  few  days  past  did  I 
hear  that  you  were  earnestly  engageil,  in  one 
branch  of  the  legislature,  in  passing  your  instruc- 
tions. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  you  were  waiting  to 
kno.v  «hat  rneasui'es  would  be  proposed,  for  "you 
had  the  last  message  of  the  president  early  in  De- 
cember, in  which  ire  adhered  to  his  former  recom- 
mendation. 

As  to  the  bill  wdiich  might  be  brought  forward 
by  the  finance  committee  in  reference  to  the  mea- 
sure recommended  in  the  message,  you  did  not  see 
it  before  you  adopted  your  resolutions,  at  least  in 
one  branch  of  the  general  assembly. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  finance  committee, 
known  as  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  wdiich  you 
could  not  have  considered  when  you  instructed  me, 
differs  in  several  important  particulars  from  the 
bill  nf  the  special  session,  and,  with  proper  modifi- 
cations, I  feel  confident  that  some  of  you,  as  well 
as  myself  would  pronounce  it  a  measure  of  great 
public  utility.  Yet  without  knowing  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  or  how  it  might  be  amended 
or  changed  in  the  senate,  you  have  instructed  me 
■    vote  against  it. 

You  thus  see,  that  if  I  were  disposed  to  depart 
from,  or  evade,  the  principles  I  have  long  pro- 
fessed, you  have  furnished  as  fair  an  opportunity 
as  I  could  desire;  because,  in  the  first  place,  there 


is  no  evidence  that  your  instruciions  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Tennessee, 
with  whom  rests  the  paramount  right  or  power  to 
instruct;  and,  in  the  next  place,  because  you  in- 
struct me  to  vote  against  a  bill,  of  the  contents  of 
which  you  were  wholly  ignoi-ant,  never  having 
seen  it. 

But,  airs,  the  abuse  of  aright  does  not  prove  that 
it  does  not  exist,  and  it  is  better  to  adhei-e  to  sound 
principles,  although  sometimes  errors  maybe  com- 
mitted in  the  application  of  those  principles  by  men 
who  have  Ihe  management  of  public  affairs,  than 
to  abinilon  any  of  those  fundamenial  doctrines  on 
which  the  people  must  rely  to  carry  out,  in  practice, 
the  representative  principle  itself. 

I  therefore  waive  all  exceptions  to  your  proceed- 
ings, and  shall  vole  upon  this  measure,  when  it 
comes  before  me,  according  to  your  instructions. 
In  doing  this,  I  act  upon  a  great  principle,  v\hich  I 
deem  essential  in  a  free  representative  government, 
and  hope  you  will  not  su|ipose,  for  a  moment,  that 
I  am  influenced,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  a  desire 
to  conciliate  your  favor,  beyond  the  simple  dis- 
charge of  my  duly. 

Having  thus  explicitly  stated  the  course  I  shall 
pursue,  I  should  consider  myself  altogether  inex- 
cusable, were  I  toomit  bringing  to  your  noticesome 
important  considerations  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject. 

You  instruct  me  to  vote  against  a  particular 
measure.  You  are  obeyed.  What  am  I  next  to 
do?  You,  at  least  some  of  you,  as  I  know,  have 
been  vehement  in  your  complaints  against  those 
who  administer  the  government  and  their  friends, 
fer  not  doing  something  to  relieve  the  embarrass- 
ments nf  the  times. 

A  distinct  recommendation  is  made  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  subject  is  brought  before  congress 
for  its  decisive  action.  You  say  that  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  president  will  not  do;  and  tell 
me  to  \'ote  against  it.  This  instructs  me  negatively 
as  to  what  I  am  not  to  do,  but  gives  iric  no  light 
whatever  as  to  what  I  am  io  do,  affirmatively.  If 
you  had  only  vouchsafed  to  have  told  what  would 
answer  the  purpose  and  meet  the  exigency,  you 
would  have  relieved  the  juiblic  as  well  as  rnvself 
from  great  anxiety,  and  from  the  negative  position 
in  which  you  have  placed  me,  of  being  obliged  to 
prevent,  (so  far  as  my  vote  may  go,)  any  thing  be- 
ing done  to  relieve  the  country. 

You  say  the  patient  is  very  sick,  and  will  die, 
unless  immediate  relief  be  afibrded.  The  president 
of  the  United  States,  who  is  admitted  by  all  parties 
to  possess  talents  of  the  highest  order,  as  well  as 
great  experience,  has  given  his  opinion  as  to  Ihe 
appropriate  remedy.  You  condemn  it;  declare  it 
will  kill  the  patient  if  applied;  and  yet  you  leave 
the  patient  in  his  sufiering  condition,  and  will  not 
rlisclose  the  panacea  that,  in  your  opinion,  would 
effect  a  cure.  Now  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  precise- 
ly the  condition  in  which  you  have  placed  your- 
selves. 

I  am  aware  that  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  say  that  a  bunk  of  ihe 
United  States  would  aflbrd  a  remedy  for  existing 
evils;  but  this  I  am  constrained  to  believe  is  not 
your  opinion,  from  the  following  evidence.  A  pro- 
position to  instruct  the  Tennessee  senators  in  con- 
gress to  vote/or  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
brought  forward  at  an  early  period  in  your  session. 
You  failed  to  act  upon  it,  and  no  such  instructions 
were  adopted.  From  this  fact,  but  one  inference 
can  be  drawn,  which  is,  that  yon  did  not  desire 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  There- 
fore, if  I  were  inclined  to  vote  for  a  United  States 
bank,  as  the  remerly,  (which  I  am  not,)  you  have 
thrown  an  obstacle  in  the  way  by  your  conduct, 
which  implies  that  you  would  disapprove  of  such 
a  coui'se;  and  more  especially,  as,  according  to  my 
recollection,  there  slanils  on  Ihe  journals  of  former 
sessions  of  the  general  assembly  or  Tennessee,  le- 
gislative condemnations  of  a  national  bank  in  al- 
most every  form;  and  these  you  have  not  rescinded 
or  revoked.  It  is  true,  I  have  heard  it  suggested 
that  the  opinions  and  situation  of  my  colleague  in 
the  senate  prevented  your  acting  as  you  otherwise 
would  have  done  on  the  subject  of  a  national  bank, 
against  which  he  stands  committed. 

I  will  give  no  credence  to  an  intimation  so  dis- 
reputable to  the  majority  of  the  legislature  of  my 
own  state.  It  cannot  be  that  members  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Tennessee  would  forego  what 
they  deemed  a  great  public  benefit,  to  favor  any 
individual  whatever.  They  would  indeed  be  to 
change  the  good  old  maxim  of  "measures  not  men," 
into  men,  not  measures,  which  I  am  sure,  none  of 
you  will  venture  to  avow,  before  those  who  have 
honored  you  with  their  confidence. 

I  think,  therefore,  I  may  fairly  conclude  that  you 
are  not  only  opposed  to  the  particular  measures  you 
instruct  me  to  vote  against,  but  also  opposed  to  a 
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United  States  bank.  You  will  perceive  that  1  am 
coiifinnecl  in  this  conclusion  by  the  fact  that  yon 
are  an  itistructing  hgisUUurc.  In  some  state.s  they 
never  instruct  their  senalois.  They  say  that  they 
are  opposed  to  the  practice,  if  not  beini;  loundcd 
on  ]irinciple;  and  snch  is  understood  to  be  tlie 
creeil  of  a  large  party  in  the  country,  lint  this  is 
not  the  case  with  yon.  You  instruct  where  you 
wish  to  do  so,  to  insure  a  vote  against  a  .^pecilic 
measure;  and  you  reliise  to  instruct  where  the  in- 
struction proposed  to  be  given  is  contrary  to  your 
opinions  and  wishes. 

This  is  shown  in  tlie  proceedings  of  the  majority 
of  the  legislature  at  your  recent  session.  Resolu- 
tions were  before  you  for  iiistructino;  your  sena- 
tors to  vote  against  one  measure,  and  to  vote  for 
another.  You  adopted  the  resolutions  instructing 
the  senators  to  vote  aijainst  the  sub-treasury  system 
of  finance,  and  did  itol  adopt  those  instructing  them 
to  vote  I'or  a  United  States  bank.  Hence,  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistible  that  you  were  in  I'avor  of  the 
first  instruction,  and  against  the  last. 

Thus  the  treasury  bill,  (or  the  collecting,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursing  the  revenue,  which  i's  the 
remedy  )uoposed  by  the  friends  of  the  aduiinistra. 
lion,  aiid  a  United  States  bank,  which  is  the  great 
panacea  of  the  opposition,  being  both  rejected  ami 
negatived  by  you,  what  remains? 

Nothing,  that  I  can  tliinkof,  but  the  prcsfn/f/cyio- 
sitc  s^slem.  This,  no  doubt,  tlirce-fourlhs  of  you 
have  often  censured  and  condemned;  in  fact,  the 
very  preamble  lo  your  preSi'nt  resolutions  contains 
an  unequivocal  condemnation  of  it.  I  am,  there- 
fore, left  to  my  belief  that  you  are  opposed  to  the 
continuance  of  that  system.  But  if  you  are  not 
so,  and  do  really  think  favorable  of  it,  how  easily 
could  you  have  said  so,  in  your  instructing  resolu- 
tions, and  then  I  should  have  known  that,  in  la. 
boring  to  amend  and  rectily  that  system,  and  ren- 
der it  safe,  1  was  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  my  in- 
structors. 

We,  who  are  here,  see  daily  developed  the  plan 
of  the  opposition,  which  is  to  embarrass  the  admin- 
istration by  thwarting  its  measures,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  propose  no  measure  themselves  to 
e.\lricate  tlie  country  and  the  )Hiblic  revenue  and 
credit  liom  existing  diliicullies.  J  will  not,  how- 
ever, permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe  that 
you  are  acting  under  any  sort  of  dictation  or  in- 
structions, emanating  from  this  quarter.  Common 
courtesy,  ami  the  relation  I  bear  towards  you,  for- 
bll  siicii  ail  idea,  although  I  cannot  deny  the  fact 
that  there  is  (acciiK-ntally,  no  doubt)  a  ivmarkable 
coincidence  between  your  course  and  that  of  the 
opposition  here. 

Perhaps  you  have  not  distinctly  underslond  my 
sentiments  in  relation  to  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, and  disburseuient  of  the  public  money. 

The  principle,  for  the  establishment  of  which  I 
have  felt  anxious,  is  that  «  separation  between  the 
government  and  all  bunlis  should  take  place,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  public  money,  (which  ought  to  be 
collected  only  to  pay  the  e.xpenses  and  for  support 
of  the  general  government,)  from  being  used  lor 
banking  purposes;  or  in  other  words,  from  being 
banked  OT  discounted  on;  which  must  involve  the 
public  credit  in  all  the  hazard-;  and  losses  of  private 
business  transactions.  All  beyond  this  is  matter 
of  d'-tail,  about  which  1  have  never  felt  any  great 
solicitude,  provided  this  great  object  should  be 
attained,  and  the  money  be  forthcoming,  when 
wanted  lo  meet  the  e.xigencies  of  the  government, 
without  being  so  mixed  up  with  banks  and  biisi- 
n''ss  concerns,  as,  in  times  of  great  embarrassment 
or  excessive  trade,  to  leave  the  government  witliout 
its  means,  in  order  to  enable  those  who  have  used 
those  means,  through  the  banks,  to  return  them  at 
their  convenience. 

1  consider  such  a  separation  as  I  have  named  as 
very  desirable,  both  for  the  banks  and  for  the  go- 
vernment; and  until  it  shall  be  accomplished,  the 
communily  will  be  periodically  afflicted  by  tliose 
expansions  and  contractions  of  bank  issues  which 
arc  incident  to,  and  produced  by,  the  deposite  and 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  posses- 
.«ion  of  banks  who  hold  it  with  permission  to  loan  it. 

Besides  all  these  weighty  considerations,  at  this 
moment,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  and  great  na- 
tional prosperity,  we  find  tlie  banks  all  over  the 
country  (including  the  late  United  Slates  bank, 
under  its  state  charier)  with  their  vaults  closed, 
and  the  banks  that  were  used  for  receiving  depos- 
iti'S  to  be  loaned  refusing  to  pay  to  the  government 
the  money  which  has  been  placed  w'ith  them  on 
deposite.  The  consequence  is,  that  while  the  mo- 
ney of  the  government  has  been  invested  by  these 
banks  iii  doubtful  or  deferred  loans  to  the  trading 
community,  it  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  an  issue 
of  treasury  notes  to  pay  the  public  expenditures. 
This  ha?  produced  considerable  inconvenience: 
but  should  such  an  occurrence  tike  place  (as  it 


would  be  almost  certain  to  do)  in  time  of  war,  dis- 
grace and  ruin,  and  national  bankruptcy  and  dis- 
fioiior,  would  be  its  inevitable  consequences. 

Such  a  disaster,  loo,  would  bo  quite  as  likely  to 
happen  liom  inabiUly  on  the  part  of  the  hanks,  as 
from  design;  to  either  or  both  of  which  the  govern- 
ment must  be  subjected:  and  it  would  be  more 
likely  to  occur  where  one  bank  had  the  custody  ol 
all  the  public  treasure  than  wliert  it  slioiihl  be  in 
the  custody  of  many  banks;  because  a  single  bank 
could  act  with  more  direct  concert  in  thwarting 
the  government,  or  in  withholding  its  means,  lo 
ellec I  any  favorite  object  ol  its  own,  or  of  a  poll- 
tical  parly. 

I  jucsume  that  none  of  you  would  hazard  the 
opinion  that  the  bills  of  non. specie  paying  banks 
should  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 
If,  however,  such  an  opinion  should  be  entertained 
by  any  of  you,  you  must  perceive,  on  reflection, 
that  no  just  discrimination  could  be  made  between 
banks  tliat  may  uliimately  be  louiul  solvent,  and 
those  whose  no?es  are  not  worth  six  cents  in  the 
dollar.  Would  you  undertake  to  maintain  that  the 
government  shail  be  compelled  lo  receive  and  col- 
lect lis  debts  in  bank  paper,  which  no  individual 
can  be  compelled  to  receive  for  a  debt  <lue  lo  hiin? 
No  man  in  the  community  can  be  compelled  to 
take  any  thing  for  debts  due  him  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver; then  why  should  the  government  be  coerced 
to  take  depreciated  paper? 

So  far  from  the  friends  of  the  administration  at- 
tempting, as  is  unjustly  charged  upon  tliem,  to 
make  one  currency  for  ihe  people  and  another  for 
the  government,  their  elfort  is  to  place  the  govern- 
ment precisely  on  the  same  footing,  in  this  respect, 
a.s  that  which  every  individual  in  the  United  States 
now  occupies.  Bfsides,  can  any  thing  ba  clearer 
than  that  congress,  by  authorizing  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver,  or  their  certain  equivalent,  to  be 
received  in  collecting  the  public  revenue,  would 
violate  that  provision  in  the  constitution  which  de- 
clares that  "no  preference  shall  be  given  l.iy  any 
regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of 
one  state  over  the  ports  of  another?"  Now,  if  the 
notesofnon-spetic  paying  banks  are  to  be  received 
for  customs,  and  the  noles  of  the  banks  in  New- 
Orleans  and  Charleston  should  be  fifteen  percent, 
below  specie,  while  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  were  only  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  below  specie,  and  the  notes  of  all  these 
banks  are  receivable,  would  there  not  be  a  plain 
and  palpable  advantage,  and  preference  given,  '-by 
a  regulation  of  revenue,"  to  the  porls  of  New  Or- 
leans and  Charleslon  over  the  ports  of  Nrw  York 
and  Philadelphia?  This  is  certainly  foibiiidi'ii  by 
the  constitnlion. 

It  has  been  urged  against  the  democratic  party, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  that  we  are  hostile  to 
slate  banks.  This  is  unfounded  so  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  sentiments  ol  the  parly,  and  I  know  it  lo 
be  unjust  so  far  as  it  relates  to  myself.  My  only 
wish  is,  so  far  as  any  action  of  congress  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  banks  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
trade  upon,  or  on  any  pretence  to  loan  or  use,  the 
public  money.  In  this  there  is  no  hostility  to  the 
banks,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  addition  to 
the  other  privileges  conferred  on  them  by  their 
charters,  these  corporations  have  a  rigid  to  claim 
the  possession  and  use  of  Ihe  money  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  collecleii  for 
the  lawful  purposes  of  government.  Nosiich  right 
exists;  and  the  banks  have  no  more  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  government,  on  this  account, 
than  they  would  have  against  an  individual  who 
would  not  let  them  have  his  money  to  loan  out  and 
trade  upon.  As  to  the  slate  banks,  I  woiilil  say, 
the  states  have  created  them,  and  whatever  control 
should  be  exercised  over  them,  ought  to  proceed 
from  the  state  governments  respectively,  and  not 
from  congress,  which  has  no  power  either  to  es- 
tablish or  abolish  them. 

Equally  unfounded  is  the  misrepresentation 
made  by  the  opposition  re.specling  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  for  all  purposes.  It  is  certainly 
desirable  that  all  banking  institutions  should  so  es- 
tablish and  secure  their  metallic  basis,  .as  that  the 
paper  circulation  loiinded  upon  it  may  be  rendered 
safe,  and  convertible,  in  times  of  depression  as  well 
as  prosperity,  into  gold  and  silver,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder;  and  that  this  convertibility  shall  be  sub- 
stantial, and  not  merely  theoretical.  It  would  also 
be  highly  beneficial  to  banish  all  small  hills  from 
circulation,  as  this  would  inlroduce  sj^ecie  into 
common  use  lor  the  ordinary  Iransaclions  of  life, 
and  would  also  be  a  protection  lo  Ihe  industrious 
classes,  who  always  sutler  most  in  any  bank  failure, 
because  they  hold  the  greatest  portion  of  the  small 
bills  in  circulation. 

But  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  the 
people  must  look  mainly  to  their  stale  authorities, 
and  not  to  the  general  government. 


As  to  a  United  Stales  bank,  my  opinion  is  un- 
changed and  confirmed.  Waiving  all  constitu- 
tional dilTiculties,  1  should  look  upon  an  act  char- 
tering such  an  inslilution,  as  creating  a  powerdan- 
gerous  lo  the  liberties  of  Ihe  people;  a  power  that 
would  not  merely  control  the  currency  and  the 
rise  and  fall  of  property,  but  would  control  the 
governmenl  itself.  It  would  hold  in  its  hands  the 
means  to  make  war  or  peace,  and  to  dicUl  ■  all  the 
policy  and  measures  of  the  government. 

It  IS  all  a  delusion  to  suppose  that  congress,  by 
its  cnaclments,  could  fetter  and  bind  down  such  an 
in.itilulion,  with  a  large  capital,  and  to  which  all 
the  olher  banking  inslilutions  in  the  country  must 
be  subservient.  I'l.ice  around  it  what  legislulive 
guards  you  please,  it  is  slill  an  unshorn  S.\.mi'Son, 
ihat  will,  at  pleasure,  snap  asunder  all  the  liga- 
ments with  which  you  may  ."eek  lo  bind  it.  The 
late  bank  of  the  Ui'iited  States  lias  disregardi'd  the 
very  law  of  its  creation,  whenever  it  became  its 
interest  lo  do  so,  as  in  the  case  of  the  invesligaling 
committee  appointed  by  congress,  its  exclusion  of 
the  government  directors,  ftc.  and  no  reason  exists 
lo  authorize  a  belief  that  another  bank  would  not 
conduct  in  a  similar  manner.  11  it  should  oppose 
the  governmenl.  it  would  he  stronircr  than  the  go- 
vernment. If  it  should  unite  with  the  government, 
it  would  make  the  government  stronger  than  Uic 
people. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  you  have  ex- 
ercised a  right  which  you  possessed  in  instructing 
me,  and  I  have  only  discharged  a  duty  which  you 
have  imposed  on  me,  in  making  this  address  to  you 
as  di  claralive  of  my  views.  We  are  co-agents  for 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  in  our  dillerent  positions. 
Your  instiuctions  do  not  at  all  conclusively  ]irove 
that  I  either  had  done  wrong  in  thai  respect,  or 
should  have  done  wrong,  had  they  not  been  given. 
They  only  show  a  dillerenre  of  opinion  between 
you  and  myself,  which,  in  Ibis  case,  no  doubt  does 
really  exist.  But  as  1  understand  and  shall  practice 
U))iiii  the  right  of  instriicliun,  it  is  not  based  on  any 
supposed  snperioiily  ol  the  instructing  members  of 
the  legislature  over  the  senators  ol  the  state;  nor  is 
it  founded  upon  the  idea  that  the  parlic  ilar  or  in- 
dividual opinions  and  feelings  of  those  members 
who  vote  to  instruct,  create  any  binding  obligation 
upon  the  islructrd  senator,  because  these  opinions 
and  feelings  may  not  be  the  result  of  a  carcliil  con- 
sideralion  of  tliesiibjecl,or  a  knowledge  of  the  will 
of  the  )icople,  but  may  be  produced  by  party  preju- 
dices or  partialities,  stimulated  from  other  sources 
than  the  people  themselves  lo  eli'ect  party  purposes. 
On  none  of  these  is  the  right  of  instruction  foundid; 
but  it  is  founded  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  from  theirgreat  number, 
their  mode  of  selection  from  all  parts  of  the  stale, 
and  their  supposed  conversance  with  the  people 
are  the  safest  exponents  of  the  public  will. 

But  the  great  common  arbiter,  the  people  them- 
selves, have  a  right  to  decide  all  questions  between 
their  agents,  and  they  may  be  of  opinion  that  my 
instructors  have  instructed  me  either  loo  much  or 
too  little:  and  to  them,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
the  whole  matter  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  fellow-citizen, 

F£L1.\  GRUNDY. 


NEAVVORK  AND  THE  SUBTREASURY. 

The  following   preamble   and  resolutions  have 
passeil  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature  of  New 
Y'ork  and  been  transmitted  to  the  senalors  and  re- 
presentatives from  that  state  in  congress: 
In  Assembly,  February  11,  1S3S. 

Whereas,  bis  excellency  the  governor  of  this 
slate,  in  liis  late  annual  message  to  the  senate  and 
assembly,  held  Ihe  fnllowine  language; 

"If  the  view  I  h.ive  taken  of  the  origin  of 
the  dilficiilties  in  which  the  country  has  been 
involved  is  corn  ct,  they  are  in  a  great  degree  altri- 
butnble  to  Ihe  accumulation  of  a  large  surplus  re- 
venue by  the  United  States,  and  the  use  of  it  by 
the  banks.  It  is  Ihe  duty  of  congress  to  guard 
against  evils  from  this  source,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  perctive  Ihat  Hie  president  of  the  United  Stales 
has  promptly  diiecled  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  suggested  important  changes  in  the  existing 
mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys.  There  can  be  no  question,  that  it  is  both 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  general  government,  to 
collect  the  public  dues  in  the  legal  currency  or  iia 
equivalent,  and  so  to  keep  its  funds  that  they  will 
be  safe  while  they  remain  willi  Ihe  governmenl, 
and  be  at  its  command  wlicnever  wanted  for  dis- 
bursement. Fully  concurring  in  the  necessity  of 
attaining  these  results,  1  am  confident  that  Hie  mea- 
sures necessary  to  produce  lliem.  may  be  of  such  a 
character  as  will  not  alfect  injuriously  Ihe  business 
concerns  or  the  banking  insliiulions  of  the  country. 
One  of  these  measures,  and  the  most  desirable  among 
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them  is  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  the  banks  as  1  representatives  in  congress,  a  copy  of  the  toregoing 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  general  government,  or  such  j  preamble  and  resolutions,  with  a  reqnest  to  present 
a  modification  of  their  agency  as  will  effectually  pre-    the  same  to  both  houses. 


venl  them  from  using,  for  any  purpose  whatsoever, 
the  public  moneys  thai  may  be  committed  to  them  for 
safe-kcepinc;.  This  discontinuance  or  essential 
modificatio'n  of  their  agency  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
prove  mutually  beneficial  to  all  parties  and  to  all 
interests.  The  subject  is  now  before  congress,  and 
if  acted  on  by  that  body  in  the  same  conciliatory 
spirit  with  which  it  had  been  presented  to  them  by 
the  president,  and  with  the  same  sincere  desire  h' 


J.  N.  Lake,  Clerk. 


BRADISH, 
Speaker 


RESUMPTION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 
From  the  N'ew  York  Evening  Post. 


the  president,  and  with  the  same  sincere  aesire  ne  :  At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  banks  of  the 
has  evinced  to  arrive  at  a  right  conclusion,  I  have  city  ol  ^ew  York,  held  on  the  2Sth  ol  February, 
scarcely  a  doubt  they  will  speedily  dispose  of  it,  1  1838,  the  committee  on  "the  resumption  of  specie 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  safe  for  the  govern- !  payments^'  submitted  the  following  report,  in  part, 
ment,  satisfactory  to  the  great  body  of  their  consti- 1  viz.  .         ,  ,,  ,■         r  ■ 

tuents,  and  conducive  to  the  general  welfare."  In  contemplation  of  the  resumption  of  specie 

./Ind  whereas,  it  is  notorious  to  the  assembly,  payments  by  the  banks  of  the  city  of  IN ew  York 
and  to  the  country,  that  the  -important  changes  in  on,  or  before  the  lOlh  of  May  next  and  under  the 
the  existing  mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  dia- 
bursing  the  public  money,"  suggested  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  above  alluded  by 
his  excellency,  have  been  proposed  for  adoption  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  a  bill 
"to  impose  additional  duties,  as  depositories,  upon 
certain  public  o/Jicers,  to  appoint  receivers  general 
of  the  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  of  the  United  States:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  does  solemnly  and 


Whereupon:  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  meetin^^ 

On  motion. 

Resolved.  That  the  same  be  published. 

BENJ'N  M.  BROWN,  Chairman, 
W.  W.  Yermilye,  Secretary. 


uncertain  contingency  of  a  simultaneous  or  early 
resumption  bv  the  banks  of  some  of  the  other  great 
commercial  cities,  it  is  incumbent  on  those  of  New 
York  to  adopt  all  the  measures  w'ithin  the  limits  of 
Iheir  resources,  which  may  enable  them,  not  only 
to  resume,  but  also  to  maintain  specie  payments. 

Much  already  has  been  done  in  that  respect,  the 
result,  as  well  of  causes  not  under  the  control  of 
the  banks,  as  of  positive  action  on  their  part. 

1.    It  appears,  by  the  annual  returns  of  the  bank 

commissioners,  that,  exclusively   of  the  dry  dock 

.    ■    _i    J-  I  f..  »u„  — ( ...   „r  iu\^ 


DEFERRED  ARTICLES. 

Salt  manufacture  in  New  York.  The 
Commercial  Advertiser  makes  the  following  sy- 
nopsis of  the  annual  report  of  the  superintendent 
and  inspector  of  salt  in  Onondaga  county.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactufed  during 
the  year  was  2,161,288  bushels  ;  of  which  1,124,672 
bushels  were  made  at  Salina;  336,287  bushels  at 
Syracuse  ;  406,097  at  Liverpool,  and  272,232 bush- 
els at  Geddes.  The  number  of  manufactories  in 
the  county  is  139,  of  which  78  ere  at  Sglina,  19  at 
Syracuse,' 26  at  Liverpool,  and  16  at  Geddes.  Dur- 
in"  the  year  three  new  manufactories  were  erected 
at'Salina,  three  at  Syracuse,  two  at  Geddes,  and 
!  one  at  Liverpool,  containins  altogether  350  kettles. 
'  Durino- the  year  .'(tl29.677  26  for  duties  were  col- 
lectedTof  u'hich  .<pll5,081  83  were  paid  into  the 
;tate  treasury.  . 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  salt  m- 
jpected  annually  from  1826  to  1837,  and  the  antiU- 
al  increase  of  the  same 


Resolved,  Yhat  this  assembly  does  solemnly  ana  comniissioueis,  mai,  ciii,iui5..c.^  ".  ...>.  -.j  '■"■^.■• 
earnestly  proM  against  the  passage  of  the  said  !  bank,  which  is  not  included  in  the  returns  of  this 
hill,  and  against  the  adoption  of  any  scheme  on  year,  the  gross  amount  of  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
the  port  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  city  banks,  payable  on  demand,  deduc  ing  there- 
wherebv  the  revenues  of  that  government  shall  be  j  from  the  notes  and  checks  of  other  banks  held  by 
required  to  be  collected  in  spe'cie  alone,  or  in  any  them,  and  the  balances  due  to  them  by  other  banks 
other  medium   than  the  common  currency  of  the    amounted  ..^o^niQu.r 

country,  or  whereby  the   custody  of  the   said   re-        On  the  1st  January,  18o6,  to  -  -.92G,»18,10o 

venues  shall  be  committed  to  the'hands  of  any  ofR-  Do.  do.  1S37,  to  -  ":7o9o7qi 

cers  or  agents,  other  than  those  appointed  by  the  Do.  do.  1838,  to  -    _     -    lL,M..o, 694 

representatives  of  the  people:—  |  making  a  diininulion  in  the  liabili  les  of  more  than 

Because  such  a  scheme  will  require  the  creation    twelve  millions  and  a  hall  during  the  year  18d7. 
of  a   multitude  of  new  officers,  and   a  large  and        2.    The  detailed  statements  for  the  Ist  January, 
needless   expenditure    for   its   establishment   and    183S,  rendered  by  the  several  city  banks  to  their 
maintenance.  standing  committee,  show  a  balance  to  their  credit 

Because  it  will  render  the  public  moneys  in-  of  more  than  four  millions  due  to  them  by  the 
secur?— will  expose  them  to  embezzlement  and  banks  out  of  the  state,  and  of  more  than  two  mil- 
:;ecul,ition,  and  will  be  used  for  partisan  and  cor-  lions  in  account  wi(h  all  the  banks  out  of  the  city, 
rupt  purposes.  Ample  means,  as  also  appears  by  those  statements, 

Because  it  will  augment  to  a  dangerous  extent  have  been  provided  by  the  country  banks  of  the 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  federal  go-  state  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  which  circu- 
vernment  by  iilacing  the  control  of  the  whole  trea-    late  in  the  city. 

sure   of  the   nation  in   executive   hands,  through       On  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  we  may  conh- 
the  power  of  appointment  to,  and  removal  from    dentiv  say  that  the  relative  strength  of  the  banks 


182fi 

1827 

1828 
182D 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
188.5 
1836 
1837 


827,508 
983.410 
1,160,888 
1,289.280 
1,435,446 
1.514,037 
1,652.985 
1.838,646 
1,943,252 
2,200,867 
1.9I2.8.5S 
2,161,287 


increase. 
155,902 
177,478 
130,392 
144.166 
78,591 
138,948 
185,661 
104,606 
266,015 

248,429 


Agriculturai,  wealth  of  OHIO.  From  the 
tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  pubfic 
works,  politely  forwarded  us  by  Mr.  Foot,  we 
compile  an  exhibit  of  some  of  the  principal  pro- 
ducts of  Ohio,  in  1837,  cleared  at  the  several  col- 
lector? offices  on  the  Ohio  and  Miami  canal- 


offic. 

Because  it  is  an  alarming  and  "  untried  expe- 
dient" in  finance,  combining  in  itself  the  odious 
features  of  all  the  disastrous  "experiments"  which 
have  preceded  it,  and  tending  directly  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  dangerous  engine  of  despotism,  un- 
der the  form  of  a  treasury  bank. 

Because,  by  requiring  specie  alone  in  ])ayment 
of  all  debts  to  the  government,  it  will  place  at  its 
command  a  large  portion  of  the  coin  of  the  coun- 
try, thereby  enabling  it  to  control  at  pleasure,  and 
to  destroy  the  currency  created  by  the  states. 

Because  its  necessary  effect  will  be,  even  if 
honestly  and  faithfully  administered,  to  weaken 
and  destroy  the  state  banks,  by  removing  from 
their  vaults  the  metallic  bases  of  their  circulation. 
Because  it  will  withdraw  from  the  tr.ade,  com- 
merce and  industry  of  the  country,  many  millions 
of  money,  to  be  locked  up,  and  remain  for  long 
periods  unproductive  in  the  chests  or  vaults  of 
receivers  geneial  and  other  officers,  and  thereby 
must  injuiiously  affect  the  business  of  the  people. 
Because  it  will  practically  estiblish  one  cur- 
rency  for  the  goveniment,  and  anotlier,  and  infe- 
rior currency  for  the  people. 

And,  finally,  because  it  is  recommended  by 
nothing  in  experience  or  in  theory^ — is  in  direct 
hostility  to  the  fundamental  maxiins  of  free  go- 
vernmenls  which  refuses  to  the  executive  branch 
all  control  over  the  |)ublic  moneys — is  pregnant  with 
dangers  to  the  business,  the  credit,  the  prcsperity 
and  the  liberties  of  the  country; 

yjesoltcrf.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  assembly, 
the  reiterated  recommendation  of  the  aforesaid 
scheme  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
seconded  by  the  approval  of  his  excellency,  the 
governor  and  the  persevering  effort  made  to  procure 
its  adoption,  have  deeply  alarmed  flic  people  of  this 
state;  and  furnish,  at  lids  lime,  a  jirominent  ob- 
strucfion  to  the  revival  of  credit  and  business,  and 
a  return  to  specie  payments  by  the  banks;  and  that 
the  senators  and  reprcsi'iilalives  from  this  stale  in 
congress,  will  best  <-oiiforin  Iheir  acts  and  votes  to 
the  wishes  of  their  con^lilucnis,  by  stoadify  and 
faithfully  opposing  it;  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and 


,s,  and  at'the  time  of  the  resumption  will  be,  great- 
er than  it  w.is  during  the  last  two  years,  and  proba- 
bly at  any  former  time. 

'The  fa'll  in  the  rate  of  foreign  exchanges,  now 
considerably  below  par  in  our  city  paper,  renders 
it  absolutely  certain  that  no  exportation  of  specie 
can  take  place,  and  more  than  probable  that  a  con- 
siderable inllux  may  be  expected.  This  fact,  now- 
indisputable,  must  have  an  effect  on  public  opinion, 
and  ought  to  remove  the  apprehensions  of  those 
who  may  have  believed  our  etibrts  for  an  early  re- 
sumption premature.  Secure,  as  all  the  banks  in 
the  United  States  now  are,  against  foreign  demands, 
we  are  justified  in  expecting  their  co-operation. 
If  this  is  obtained,  we  do  not  perceive  any  obstacle 
lo  an  early,  easy,  and  safe  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

'A  continued  suspension,  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  other  great  commercial  cities  can  alone  render 
the  resumption  on  our  part  difficult,  and  may  pre- 
vent a  free  a|iplicalion  of  the  legitimate  resources 
of  New  York.  Yet  oUch  is  the  favorable  relative 
state  of  the  balances  between  this  and  the  other 
patis  of  the  union,  that,  lor  the  present  at  least, 
but  little  difficulty  need  be  apprehended  Iroin  the 
effect  of  natural  causes.  Of  deliberate  acts  ol  hos- 
tility, as  there  could  be  no  motive  for  such,  there 
should  be  no  apprehension  of  lliem  ou  our  part. 
We  trust  that,  supported  by  the  commu'iity  "I  this 
city  and  by  the  state,  the  banks  wiil  be  able  to 
surmount  all  obstacles,  and,  on  or  before  the  tenth 
of  May,  to  resume  and  maintain  specie  payments. 
The  preparatory  measures  on  their  part  appear 
to  be:  1.  a  reduction  of  their  liabilities  out  of  the 
state,  and  drawing  in  their  foreign  funds;  2.  an 
equalization  of  the  balances  due  from  and  to  each 
otner.  and  a  mutual  return  of  notes,  which  may 
enable  all  to  resume  on  an  equal  footing,  and  with 
equal  safety;  3.  a  sufficient  increase  of  their  spe- 
cie. On  those  points  the  committee  will  submit  a 
separate  report. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
PETER  STAGG. 
GF.O.  NEWnOI.t). 
CORNELIUS  HEYER, 
JOHN  J.  P.ALMEU, 
C.  W.  LAWRENCE, 
F.  W.  EDMONDS. 


Barrels  of  flour 
Bushels  of  wheat 
Pounds  bacon  md  pork 

bulk  pork 
Barrels  pork  and  beef 
Pounds  of  lard 
Kegs  of  lard 
Bushels  of  corn 

"        of  oats 
Barrels  of  whiskey 
Pounds  of  butter 

"        cheese  and  grease 
of  feathers 

"         of  dried  fruit 
Bushels      "       " 

"         Apples  and  seeds 
Dozens  of  brooms 
Pounds  of  brooms  and  handles 


283,479 

733,799 

3,879,274 

2,953.218 

82,183 

2  468.340 

34,934 

35S.97.< 

99,599 

,34,319 

544,706 

649,598 

18  121 

99,807 

I   ■  1,742 

20,470 

3,607 

30,208 

[  tlbany  Jrgus, 


Army  statistics.  The  Baltimore  Sun  says — 
"Through  the  politeness  of  capt  Miles,  of  the  U. 
S.  A.,  we  are  put  in  posession  of  the  following 
authentic  information  relative  to  resignations, 
casualities,   &c.,   in   the   army,   during  the    year 

Re'siffnations— 1  lieutenant  colonel,  13  captains, 
11  1st  lieutenants,  17  2nd  do.  1  brevet  2nd  do.  4  m 
the  staff.  .       „  ,^         ^  ,     . 

Deaths— 1  lieut,  colonel,*  1  maior,  2  brevet  do. 
3  captains,  2  brevet  do,*   7  Ist  lieutenants,*  3  2d 
do,*  3  assistant  surgeons. 

Declined— I  2nd  lieutenant. 

Dropped— 1  1st  lieutenant.  1  lieutenant  colonel, 
2  captains,  1  1st  lieutenant,  and   1  2nd  lieutenant. 

There  are  now  18  vacancies  in  the  army  in  the 
grade  of  2nd  lieutenant. 

•Killed  in  action  with  the  Indians  in  Florida." 

Pork  tr  aue-  Cincinnati.  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Colem.an, 
has  civen  me  the  exact  number  of  hogs  slaugh- 
tered in  this  city  the  present  winter,  (the  busi- 
ness is  now  over.')  The  number  is  118,950. 
At  Covinston  opposite  Cincinnati,  the  number  is 
13.923.  About  6,000  only,  I  am  told,  of  those 
.slauehtered  in  Covinsflnn.  have  been  brouirbf  over 
and  packed  in  Cincinnati.  The  number  of  "wa- 
sron  boos."  those  slauchtered  in  the  country,  and 
brnon-ht  into  our  market  on  waffons,  &c.  is  not  rs- 
cerLabied. -supposed  to  be  about  7,000.  The;e 
have  all  been  packed  in  this  city, — making  altoge- 
ther 132,000  packed  in  Cincinnati.  Three  years  ago, 
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tile  number  of  hogs  packed  in  this  city,  was 
102,000— two  years  ago,  123,000— anJ  last  year 
103,000 — so  say  the  "pork  men." 

Ill  weight  there  is  not  more  packed  this  year 
than  laet,  owing  to  the  lightiiess  of  the  ho^s  gener- 
nlly,--they  lalf  short,  at  least  one  fiJlli,—Sinii  tlie 
spoiled  meat,  (owing  to  the  warm  weather,)  the 
amount,  at  least,  will  be  (cii  per  cent. 

Raft  of  the  St.  Fr.\,nci3.  About  three  hun 
dred  miles  up  the  .St.  Francis,  from  ils  discharge 
into  the  iMississippi,  conuiience  the  rails  of  timber 
by  which  il3  navigation  is  obstructed.  These  rafis 
are  three  in  nuujberthe  moste.tteiisive  not  exceed- 
ing one  mile.  They  commence  at  the  head  of  the 
back  water  on  the  St.  Francis,  from  the  overflow  of 
the  Mississippi;  and  il  once  properly  removed, 
they  would  not  probably  again  obstruct  the  chanm  1. 
Like  all  other  obstacles  of  a  similar  character  on 
the  Western  rivers,  these  lafts  are  formed  of  im- 
mense masses  of  heavy  timber,  piled  up  and  driven 
compactly  together;  and  in  some  portions,  by  the 
ileposile  of  alluvion,  and  the  decay  of  vegetation,  a 
5oll  of  some  defith  lias  been  found  upon  them,  sup- 
porting living  trees,  under  brush  and  herbage.  In 
some  places  a  person  may  cioss  the  Si.  Francis 
without  beholding  any  indication  of  the  stream,  or 
being  conscious  tiiat  be  is  in  ils  vicinity.  The  ri- 
ver enters  above,  flows  beneath  the  raft,  and  again  is- 
sues below,  as  it  it  had  just  risen  from  the  ground. 
Some  of  the  rafts  rise  and  fall  with  the  variations 
of  the  stream,  like  a  floating  bridge.  The  princi- 
Jial  obstruction  is  opposite  tile  lowei  e.xtremity  of 
West  Prairie;  but  there  are  seveial  smaller  ones 
lower  upon  the  stream,  and  on  its  various  tributa- 
ries. Ill  the  vicinity  of  this  laft,  lies  an  extensive 
swamp,  some  eighty  miles  in  length,  which,  it  is 
thoujlit,  may  be  reclaimed  by  a  canal,  which  would 
cost  $250, lll'lO,  A  sliort  distance  below  the  raft, 
an  extent  of  country  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  about 
thirty  in  breadth,  was  sunk  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  feet,  perpendicular,  l.y  the  earthquakes  of 
IS II  and  1S12.  The  elfect  of' this  was  completely 
to  destroy  the  channel  of  the  St.  Francis  for  thirty 
miles,  its  waters  being  divided  into  a  number  of 
small  streams  none  of  sufficient  depth,  for  naviga- 
tion. I3y  filling  up  all  those  channels  excepting 
one,  and  cutting  that  deeper,  a  good  navigation 
might  be  obtained,  it  is  thought,  most  of  the  year 
for  steamboats.  The  expense  of  this  undertaking 
is  estimated  at  ^S^'J'i.OOO. 

There  is  said  to  be  something  remarkable  in  the 
vast  inundation  between  the  St.  Francis  and  the 
Mississippi.  Prior  to  the  earthquake  of  ISll  and 
'12,  these  bottoms  were  not  flooded  ;  but  by  that 
event,  this  whole  section  of  country  was  so  sha- 
ken and  depressed  that  the  freshets  of  Ihe  St. Fran- 
cis fou.id  their  way  across  the  interval  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi:  yet,  as  a  general  thing,  the  banks  of  the 
latter  stream  exceed  those  ol  the  former  in  height, 
by  sixteen  feet — a  levee  of  a  few  feet  altitude  would 
therefore,  be  amply  sufficient,  for  every  variation 
of  the  waters.  The  eastern  bank  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cis, it  is  believed,  should  also  be  leveed,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth,  to  pre- 
vent the  back  water  of  the  Mississippi  from  the 
overflowing  the  bottoms,  that  lie  between  the 
streams,  in  time  of  flood.  The  probable  expense 
of  removing  the  rafts  and  other  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  St.  Francis,  as  well  as  of  con- 
structing the  necessary  levee,  is  estimated  at  less 
than  .$200,000,  and  the  value  of  the  territory  re- 
deemed at  nearly  eight  millions!  When  the  St. 
Francis  is  once  cleared  from  obstructions  to  its 
navigation,  it  will  present  one  of  the  noblestslreams 
in  the  western  valley — navigable  for  a  distance  of 
four  or  five  hundied  miles,  through  lands  of  unri- 
valled fertility.  The  redemption  of  this  extensive 
tract — three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  upwards 
of  thirty  in  breadth,  is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to 
the  State  of  Missouri.  All  her  southern  countries 
would  be  profited:  a  navigable  stream  would  flow  j 
past  every  farm — the  heallh  of  the  region  would  be 
improved — the  agricultural  interests  would  be  ad- ! 
vanced,  and  30,000  new  families  could  be  settled  on 
lands,  now  deemed  worse  than  valueless.  This 
subject,  we  repeat,  is  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  southern  section  of  Missouri,  and  we  trusttbat 
her  representatives  at  Washington,  will  duly  consi- 
der those  measures,  which  may  be  introduced  be- 
fore our  national  councils,  most  conducive  to  her 
interest. 

A  CURIOSITY.  We  have  on  our  table  a  curious 
specimen  of  the  freaks  which  old  Neptune,  in  his 
coral  caves,  plays  upon  the  treasures,  which  have, 
from  time  to  lime,  been  snatched  by  him,  with  Ihe 
aid  of  .'Eolus,  from  the  clutches  of  man.  'Tis  no- 
thing more  nor  less,  than  lour  silecr  dollars,  so  rare 
in  these  '-suspension-spi  cie  limes'* — lockerl  toge- 
in  a  close  embrace,  but  as  unnatural  a3  the  Siamese 


I  connexion,  and  covered  with  little  shells, ami  stones  I  Exemplaby  vkrdict — In  the  case  of  ^.  S, 
I  thrown  upon  them,  we  presume,  at  the  beck  of  Xep-  j  Garr,  against  B.  H.  Day,  editor  and  propiictor  of 
!  tune,  by  the  nymphs  of  the  sea,  in  their  fantastic    the  penny  paper  called  the  Sun,  for  libel,  the  jury 

gambols,  w  hen  issuing  for  a  frolic,  from  their  giot-  gave  a  verdict  yesterday  inoruiiig  lor  Ihe  ]il.iintitf 
I  toes.     Some  of  these  sliells  are  beautiful,  and  must    with  jJt.'i.oUU  damages.     The  great  majority  of  the 

have  been  the  result  of  these  nymphs'  curious  '  jury,  as  we  hear,  were  for  even  heavier  damages, 
!  searches  in  '•Ihe  ch-'^p  bosom  of  Ihe  ocean"  where  ,  The /jTuiomcii  of  the  olleiice  was  that  after  liav- 
j  they  weiv  iuric'i.  lint  to  the  narrative.  '  iiig  published  the  libil,  which  mi;;lit  have  been 
I  A  Spanish  ship  was  lost  oii  the  Uorlings,  coast  of  .done  inadvertently,  Ihe  duleiidunt  refused  to  pub- 
j  Portugal,  about  oo  years  am,  bound  from  a  port  in  j  lish  a  correction  unless  paid   for  it.     He   w-- 

Peru  to  a  port  in  Spain.     When   wrecked  she   had  |  justly  mulcted  therefore  in  heavy  damages 


IN.  y.  .imtr. 

nE.MiNisct.Ni  K.    A  friend,  who  is  curious  in  the 
from   the  owner  in   Lisbon,  to  fish  for  the  money,  [  presenatiouol  local  lads  connected  with  the  early 


fifteen  millions  of  specie  (so  says  our  informant)  | 

on  board.     Two  English  captains,  capt.  II.  Abbi-  | 

?tle.   and   brother,  last  year  obtained    permission  ' 


and  with  india-rubber  dresses  diveil  into  six  latli 
water,  an'd  obtained  some  days  X.  1500 — §8,000,000 
had  been  previously  fished  up. 

Captain ,  ol  the ,  to  whom  this  curiosity 

was  inesenled,  while  at  St.  Ubes,  by  these _/«/;e;'s 
of  dollars,  saw  some  doubloons  whi-  b  they  succeed- 
ed in  getting  up  a  few  days  previous  to  his  having 
I  that  port,  just  as  bright  as  when  they  came  out  of 
the  mint. 

These  money  fishers  are  llie  same  who  blew  up 
the  royal  William  at  Sfiithead.  The  curiosity  can 
be  seen  at  our  reading  room. 

\^Saeannak   Georgian. 

Resu.mptiom.  Nine  of  the  banks  of  Ihe  state  of 
Maine,  held  a  meeting  at  Augusta  on  the  (ith  ult., 
and  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Hcsolved ,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  an 
early  resumption  of  specie  paymrnts  is  desirable 
and  |)racticable,  and  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  con- 
vention of  banks,  which  is  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  April  next,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  will  name  an  early  day  aller  said  meet- 
ing, for  a  general  lesuinption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  banks  in  this  state,  to  express  to  the  dele- 
gation from  the  slate,  in  said  convention,  their 
earnest  wish  that  they  should  vote  for  an  early  day 
afler  said  meeting  for  the  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  Ihe  banks."     [Jour,  of  Com. 

AVashikgton's  LiFE-GrARD.  There  is  a  man 
now  living  in  Ibis  county,  named  Valentine  Gru- 
ber,  who  was  attached  to  Washington's  lifeguard, 
and  who  is,  most  probably,  the  last  man  living  who 
belonged  to  it.  We  clo  not  know  the  particulars  of 
his  services,  but  in  consequence  of  them  he  now 
receives  a  pension  from  government  of  $96  per 
annum.  He  is  a  very  old  man  now,  and  cannot 
long  survive  those   of  his  compatriots   who  I 


hislory  of  this  island,  has  furnished  us  with  the 
particulars  of  a  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  year 
16(10,  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  re- 
corded in  anv  of  Ihe  hi.slorical  publications  respect- 
ing  this  place.  At  any  rate,  in  llie  absence  of  more 
inlertsling  matter,  it  may  allord  a  iijomeiirs  grati- 
fication to  thiise  readers  who  have  a  taste  for  anti- 
quarian details  ol  this  nature. 

Martha's  Vineyanl,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
settled  by  white  inhabitants  (.ome  years  prior  lo 
the  selllement  of  Nantucket;  and  the  people  ol  the 
latter  were  occasionally  wont  to  visit  the  lornicr,  in 
order  to  procure  such  articles  as  might  be  needed, 
from  time  lo  lime,  for  agricultural  or  domestic  pur- 
poses. In  the  year  above  mentioned,  John  Barn- 
ard and  wife,  a  newly  married  couple,  logelherwith 
Eleazer  Folger,  brother  of  the  latter,  Isaac  Cole- 
man, and  an  Indian,  proceeded  to  Ihe  Vincyaid  ia 
a  boat,  in  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  materials 
wherewilh  to  commence  hoiise-kceping.  While 
on  their  return,  June  6,  IfitiO,  the.'  the  boat  was 
overturned  by  a  sudden  squall  of  wind,  near  the 
ishnd  of  Miiskeget.  Bainaid,  his  wife,  Coleman, 
and  Ihe  Indian  were  immediatily  drowned;  but 
Folgi  r  clung  to  the  boat,  which  w»s  soon  cariird  by 
the  tide  to  those  shoals  in  flats  calleil  Swile  islamf, 
lying  two  or  three  miles  uoilheast  ol  Muskeget.  On 
finding  he  could  reach  Ihe  bottom,  he  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  boat  and  turned  it  over.  But  no- 
thing of  the  contents  remained  exceptingaidougl:. 
share,  which  had  been  tied  to  one  of  the  thwarts — 
and  with  this  he  succeeded  in  |tbrowing  out  the 
water.  Aller  long  continued  exertions  he  became 
much  cxhansted.  aiid  entered  Ihe  boat  in  a  truly 
helpless  condition,  without  sail,  oar,  paddle,  food, 
or  drink.  He  laid  himself  down  in  the  boat,  fell 
asleep,  and  remained  so  linlil  the  boat,  drifted  by 
the  current,  landed  on  Cape  Cod,  near  Morri"  is- 
land.— Nanluchet  Inquirer. 


Mississippi    baxks. 
atu 


gone  before   him.      We  were  never  more  strongly  j '^Pp'''."' '«  "ipjegisi 

impressed  with  the  truth,  that  ^^Rejmblics  are  some-    ~    '  

times  ungrateful."  than  we  were  upon  learning  the 
decision  of  congress  this  winter,  upon  an  ajiplica- 
tion  made  by  this  man.  He  was  placed  on  the 
pension  list  about  the  year  182!),  under  the  law  of 
1818,  and  was  stricken  off  under  Ihe  law  of  1820, 
which  allowed  pensions  to  indigent  persons  only. 
He  was  quite  a  poor  man  and  really  v  ithiii  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  but  upon  representations  made 
to  the  war  department  which  were  not  according 
to  fact,  his  name  was  stricken  olf.  He  toiled  on  in 
poverty  until  about  1832,  when,  upon  full  proof  of 
the  facts,  he  was  reinstated  upon  the  list.  Con- 
ceiving that  he  had  a  cl.iim  upon  his  country  for 
the  pension  unjustly  withheld  from  him,  as  he  be- 
lieved, from  the  time  he  was  stricken  olf,  i.ntil  he 
was  restored  to  the  pension  list,  he  made  applica- 
tion to  the  present  congress  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  pension  so  sus- 
pended; but  although  all  the  facts,  we  believe, 
were  made  out  by  good  proof,  this  justice  was  de- 
nied him — his  claim  was  rejected.  Millions  of  the 
people's  money  can  be  squandered  with  impunity, 
but  the  just  claim  of  an  old  soldier  for  a  few  hun- 
dreds, cannot  be  recognized  or  paid! 

There  was  one  other  member  of  the  life-guard, 
resided  formerly  near  this  place,  named  John  Britt, 
of  whom  the  following  anecdote  is  told: — General 


The  bank  corrmissioners 
■e  of  Mississip|ii  the  result 
of  their  investigation.  They  give  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  Ihe  banks  of  lh.it  state  will  not  be  able  to 
resume  before  August,  1839.  There  were  several 
bills  pending  before  the  legishiture  for  the  charter 
of  additional  banks. 

Fr.ANKLi.sBAXK  OF  BosTov.    Wc lc3rn  (rom  the 

Boston  papers  that  the  grand  jury,  sitting  in  that 
city,  on  Wednesday  last  found  bills  of  indictment 
against  Josiah  Dunliam.Thos,  G.  Dunham,  Eb'zer 
Stevens,  Ehenezer  Hayward,  and  Samuel  S.  Ridg- 
way,  directors  of  the  Franklin  bank,  for  official 
misdemeanor  and  criminal  neglect  of  duly  in  certi- 
fying a  false  return  made  by  Hathorne,  cashier  of 
that  bank,  to  Ihe  legislature.  They  were  arrested 
and  save  bail  in  $2000  each,  with  suificient  sureties 
for  their  appearance  from  day  to  day. 


REMARKS   OF  MR.   TALLMADGE, 

In  ilefaice  of  the  people  of  New  York  against  the 
charge  of  bank  influence,  in  Ihe  result  of  their  eleC' 
tion.  Delirered  in  the  senate  of  Ihe  United  Slates, 
Febrwinj  8,  1S38,  in  rephj  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  of 
New  Hampshire;  the  svb-trcasury  bill  being  under 
consideration.  — 

"Out,  dani'd  spot!  out  I  soy!" 


M  r.  President:  The  senator  from  New  Hampshire 
Washington,  when  visiting  Bedford  at  the  lime  of  (Mr.  Hubbard)  wlio  has  just  taken  his  scat,  intro- 
Ihe  whiskey  insurrection  in  ITP  1,  it  is  said,  stop-  1  diioed,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  subject  of 
ped  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  citizens,  Mr.  David  \  the  late  elections.  He  read,  with  approbation,  that 
Epsy,  we  believe,  and  while  sitting  at  a  front  win-  |  portion  of  the  president's  message  which  charged 
dow,  observed  a  person  passing  up  the  sire-t  whose  ;  the  result  of  those  elections  to  the  interference  or 
face  he  instantly  recognized.  He  ran  to  the  door,  the  influence  of  the  banks;  and  he  undertook,  by 
and  called  out  several  limes  "John  Britt,"  when  '  this  means,  to  explain  Ihe  result  in  New  York.  Sir, 
the  person  thus  addressed  turned  around,  and  per-  1 1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  interfering  with  the  con- 
ceiving who  was  calling  him,  flew  with  all  iinagin-  |  cents  of  other  state's,  or  of  attempting  to  explain 
able  speed  to  meet  once  again  his  revered  general,  j  the  causes  of  political  movements  in  them.  But, 
The  meeting  was  cordial  and  mutually  gralifyingt  when  I  find  one  "poaching  upon  my  manor."  and 
and  it  is  said,  the  constables  and  other  olficers  of  jenHeavoring  to  account  fiir  matters  which  he  can 
the  law,  who  used  before  to  plague  the  old  man  but  illy  comprehend,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  interfere, 
with  nnwelcomc  visits,  never  more  trnuhled  him  I  rise,  therefore,  not  to  enter  upon  the  immediate 
aller  his  interview  with  general  Washiii'.;t"n.  merits  of  this  sub-treasury  scheme,  hut  for  the  sole 

IBedfurd,  Pa.  Inquirer,      'purpose  of  setting  tbegentlemaiiandtountry  right. 
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upon  this  allegation  of  bank  interference  or  bank 
influence  in  the  recent  election  of  the  state  of  New 
York. 

Sir,  I  saw  with  pain  this  charge  in  the  presi- 
dent's messa2;e.  I  felt  humiliated  that  it  should 
emanate  from  liim.  1  felt  that  the  honor  of  my  na- 
tive state  was  wounded,  and  that  the  wound  was 
inflicted  by  one  of  her  own  sons.  Had  any  other 
man  occupied  the  executive  chair,  I  would  have 
lost  no  time,  after  the  delivery  of  the  message,  con- 
taining that  unwelcome  and  unmerited  aspersion, 
in  repelling  it  in  a  manner  and  with  a  spirit  becom- 
ing the  occasion.  But,  sir,  the  relations  which  j 
have  always  existed  between  the  president  and 
myself,  rendered  the  task  one  of  reluctance  and  of 
delicacy;  and  but  for  the  introduction  of  it  into  this 
debate,  by  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire,  I 
might  have  submitted  to  the  mortification  of  the 
charge,  from  my  unwillingness  to  encounter  it  from 
such  a  source.  As  it  has  been  thus  introduced,  I 
v^'ill  endeavor  to  sliovv  that  it  has  been  made  with- 
out the  slightest  possible  foundation,  and  wholly 
unjustifiable,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may, 
or  let  its  endorsers  be  whom  they  may.  In  saying 
tliis,  I  speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge 
and  observation,  to  a  great  extent,  and  from  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  the  concerns  of  the  state, 
and  the  causes  which  influence  the  minds  of  her 
citizens  in  political  matters.  Previous  to  the  extra 
session  of  congress,  when  the  Globe,  the  reputed 
or"-an  of  tlie  administration,  put  forth  Gouge's  sub- 
treasury  scheme,  with  his  money  drawers  and  hy- 
drostatic balance,  and  all  the  other  paraphernalia 
which  acccompanied  it,  and  seriously  recommend- 
ed it  to  the  public  consideration,  it  was  received 
and  treated  as  a  mere  matter  of  burlesque — as  the 
dream  of  a  visionary.  No  one,  for  a  single  mo- 
ment, supposed  that'it  would  ever  he  brought  for- 
ward by  the  president  for  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. '  The  whole  country  was  astounded,  when 
the  executive,  at  the  extra  session,  did  recommend 
it.  The  people  then  perceived,  that  the  "untried 
expedient"  from  the  banks  of  the  St.  I^awrence 
had  been  put  forth  in  the  official  organ,  as  a  mere 
feeler.  And  with  the  characteristic  boldness  of  all 
experimenters,  it  was  determined  if  it  did  not  con- 
form to  the  i)ublic  pulse,  the  public  pulse  should 
be  made  to  conform  to  it.  To  accomplish  this, 
there  must  be  no  apparent  force  nor  unnecessary 
rashness.  Hence,  the  executive,  with  great  meek- 
ness and  humility,  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
to  co-operate  in  any  other  measure,  if  this  should 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  congress.  This  decla- 
ration was  received  with  great  satisfaction  by  those 
who  Ibrsaw,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  business 
wants  of  tlie  country,  that  such  a  measure  would 
be  destructive  of  its  best  interests.  They  hoped 
to  be  able  to  demonstrate  its  utter  impracticability 
and  inapplicability  to  tire  state  of  the  times,  and 
that  then  the  president  would  cheerfully  unite  with 
them  in  some  plin  which  would  afford  relief  to  a 
suliering  and  almost  desperate  community.  It  was, 
however,  soon  perceived,  from  the  pertinacity  with 
which  this  unexpected  measure  was  urged  forward 
by  its  advocates,  that  the  whole  power  of  execu- 
tive ijifluence  was  brought  into  requisition  in  order 
to  force  it  through  in  the  shortest  possible  period, 
and  before  the  people  had  time  to  deliberate  upon 
it,  or  to  send  their  remonstrances  against  a  project 
so  fatal  to  their  interests  and  so  destructive  to  their 
hopes,  r  will  not  detain  the  senate  with  a  history 
of  its  progress.  It  is  familiar  to  us  all.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  the  bill  passed  the  senate,  and  was  laid 
on  tlie  table  in  the  other  house  by  a  decisive  vote. 
This  was  deemed  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 
bill.  Itcould  not  have  been  called  up  again  atthis 
session  if  it  had  been  desired.  Many  voted  against 
the  state  bank  deposite  system,  which  was  offered 
as  an  amendment,  for  the  express  purpose  of  kill- 
ing the  bill  in  its  original  shape.  After  all  this, 
the  president,  in  his  next  message,  seems  to  think 
that  congress,  at  its  extra  session,  mad«  an  expres- 
sion against  a  national  bank;  against  the  state 
banks;'but  not  against  the  sub-treasury  project! 
And  as  the  late  elections  were  carried  by  bank  in- 
fluence, he  deems  those  overwhelming  expressions 
of  the  popular  will  as  no  evidence  that  the  people 
are  against  this  wild  and  visionary  scheme!  He 
considers  his  election  as  evidence  that  a  majority 
of  the  pi'ople  of  the  United  States  are  against  a 
national  bank,  because  he  had  expressed  himself 
deciderlly  hostile  to  such  an  institution.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  liis  inference  is  as  fair  as  can  be 
drawn  from  a  popular  election  where  a  thousand 
other  considerations  enter  into  the  canvass.  But 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  many  electors,  who  were 
in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  always  voted  for  gen. 
Jackson,  notwithstanding  his  avowed  hostility  to 
it.  He  had  personal  popularity  which  scarcely 
any  man  before  him  possessed,  and  which  I  hope 
to  see  no  man  hereafter  enjoy.    Often  have  1  heard 


it  said  by  many,  that  although  they  disapproved  of 
his  measures,  they  would  still  support  him,  because 
they  believed  him  honest,  and  would  not  suffer  him 
to  be  abused  for  the  honest  exercise  of  his  opin- 
ions, though  they  led  to  the  adoption  of  bad  mea- 
sures. Sir,  this  feeling  was  extended  to  the  pre- 
sent executive  in  his  eiecfion.  He  was  known  to 
be  the  favorite  candidate  of  the  late  president,  and 
many  electors  supported  him  on  account  of  their 
ancient  prepossessions  in  favor  of  general  Jackson. 
I  say,  then,  that  the  success  of  a  candidate  for 
office,  who  is  for  or  against  a  particular  measure, 
is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  the  people  accord 
with  his  views  on  that  measure. 

The  state  elections,  in  my  judgment,  were  more 
conclusive  against  the  sub-treasury,  than  ^le  presi- 
dent's election  was  against  a  national  bank.  There 
were,  undoubtedly,  other  causes  which  mingled  in 
the  contest.  But  still,  the  expression  of  the  popu- 
lar will,  in  every  state  where  an  election  was  held 
after  this  project  was  first  recommended  by  the 
executive,  was  such  as  ought  to  have  commanded 
his  respect,  and  prevent  him  again  urging  a  mea- 
sure so  odious  to  the  people,  and,  if  carried  out,  so 
fatal  to  their  prosperity. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  hard  mojiey  policy  must 
be  persisted  in.  The  executive  had  embarked  in 
it,  and  he  seemed  determined  that  no  obstacles 
should  iinpede  his  progress.  He,  therefore,  charged 
all  this  outbreaking  of  the  people  to  the  influence 
f^^  the  banks,  and  considered  it  as  no  evidence  of 
an  honest  opinion  against  this  ill-fated  measure. 
Notwithstanding  the  decisive  vote  against  it  in  the 
house  of  representatives — notuitiistandiug  his  de- 
clared willingness  to  adopt  any  substitute  lor  it,  it 
is  again  brought  forward  with  the  same  expressed 
deference  to  public  opinion,  and  again  urged  with 
the  same  open  contempt  of  it. 

Sir,  this  charge,  though  general  in  its  terms, 
seems  peculiarly  intended  for  the  state  of  New 
York.  As  a  representative  of  the  people  of  that 
slate,  I  repel  it  asunworthy  ofthe  chief  magistrate, 
as  it  is  undeseived  by  them.  In  the  lawful  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise,  they  have  seen  fit  to 
rebulce  the  administration  for  ils  destructive  pol- 
icy, and  their  action  is  attributed  to  the  influence 
of  the  hanks!  They  saw  industry  paralysed,  the 
energies  of  a  whole  population  frozen  up,  business 
ol  all  kinds  at  a  stand,  the  wives  and  children  of 
a  portion  of  them  famishing  for  want  ofbread,  and 
suffering  for  want  of  clothes  to  cover  them,  and 
they  resorted  to  the  ballot  box  as  the  only  means  in 
their  power  to  express  their  disapprobation,  and  that 
expression,  th\is  made  is  charged  to  the  infiuence  of 
the  banks!  Sir,  the  president  has  forgotten  the 
character  ofthe  people  of  his  ov\'n  state.  He  treats 
them  as  mere  slaves — as  men  horn  to  obey  the 
executive  mandate,  and  not  to  think  or  act  for 
themselves.  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  people 
of  New  York  "know  their  rights,  and  knowin 
liare  maintain  them" — and  as  long  as  I  remain  here 
they  shall  not  want  a  representative  to  assert  them 
on  this  floor.  No  man.  be  he  high  or  low,  shall  go 
behind  the  ballot  box  to  canvass  the  motives  of  my 
constituents,  without  being  rebuked  for  his  pre- 
sumption. I  care  not  what  the  result  of  an  elec- 
tion may  have  been;  when  the  people  have  spoken, 
their  voice  is  to  be  respected  and  obeyed — and  they 
shall  not  be  called  to  an  account,  with  my  consent, 
by  an  officerof  the  general  government  lor  their  con- 
duct in  their  local  elections.  No  matter  what  party 
succeeds,  such  a  charge  is  an  indignity  to  the  whole 
people.  I  am  utterly  astonished  to  hear  it  from  such 
a  quarter.  I  knew  that  the  official  organ  here,  and 
other  loco-foco  prints,  hnd,  in  this  way,  attempted 
to  account  for  this  overwhelming  result  in  New 
York — but  I  also  knew  that  this  charge,  from  such 
sources,  had  been  indignantly  repelled  by  the 
democratic  press  of  the  state — and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  the  president,  as  in  the  case  ofthe  sub- 
treasury,  adopts  the  repudiated  explanation  of  the 
Globe,  ami  ushers  it  forth  to  the  world. 

Sir,  J  have  said  that  there  was  no  pretence  of 
foundation  lor  this  char.;e.  I  will  demonstrate, 
by  statistics  and  by  figures,  as  clear  as  any  propo- 
sition in  Eurlid,  the  truth  of  my  assertion.  New 
York  has  fifty-six  counties — all,  except  thirteen, 
have  one  or  more  banks, — of  those  thirteen, /w  are 
opposition,  and  eight  are  administration  counties. 
These  fi'£r/i( counties  gave  the  administration  a  ma- 
jority at  the  presidential  election  in  ISSfi,  of  6,781. 
In  1837  they  gave  2,617^making  an  opposition 
gain  of  4,164  "in  a  net  vote  of  less  than  18,000. 
These  arc  counties  where  there  are  710  banks.  It 
is  another  remarkable  fact  that  the  opposition  gain 
in  these  eight  counties  is  nearlij  dmibte  what  the 
other  counties  in  the  state  averaged  in  their  gaii;s. 
IVow,  sir,  if  the  banks  influenced  the  results  ofthe 
election,  why  do  we  find  tlie  administration  losing 
more,  in  proportion,  in  counties  where  there  are  no 
banks,  than  in  those  where  there  are  banks?    The 


truth  ie,  the  influence  of  the  banks,  as  such,  was 
exerted  on  neither  side — but,  so  far  as  there  was 
an  influence  exerted  by  their  officers  or  those  con- 
nected with  them  it  was  greater  on  the  part  of  the 
administration  than  the  other.  There  never  was  a 
charge  made  which  is  so  entirely  destitute  of  any 
one  circumstance  to  justify  it,  and  which  so  entirely 
fails.  Coming  from  such  a  source,  it  is  an  assault 
upon  our  free  institutions.  It  is  impeaching  the 
principle  of  self-government.  What  becomes  of 
our  boasted  liberty,  if  the  petty  incorporations  of 
the  states  can  so  far  influence  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  that  the  expression  ofthe  ballot 
box  is  not  to  be  taken  for  what  it  is  intended  to 
represent?  What  will  be  our  character  abroad? 
The  eyes  of  all  Eurojie  are  turned  to  our  experi- 
ment of  self-government,  and  are  confidently  ex- 
pecting a  failure  of  the  system,  which  we  have 
predicted  would  regenerate  the  civilized  world. 
What  will  they  now'think,  when  they  have  the  au- 
thorily  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  tliis  nation,  that 
in  the  great  state  of  New  York,  the  "empire  state," 
the  influence  of  her  local  banks  has  controlled  her 
elections,  so  that  their  results  cannot  be  relied  on 
as  any  eviderice  of  the  popular  will?  Sir,  under 
such  an  imputation  as  this,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  a  foreign  land,  would  blush  for  his  coun- 
try. And  should  he  repel  it,  he  would  be  cordront- 
ed  with  the  president's  message,  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  charge.  As  to  my  own 
state,  so  far  as  my  action  will  go,  I  will  endeavor 
to  wipe  out  the  blot  from  the  fair  escutcheon  of  her 
fame. 

Mr.  President,  having  shown  that  the  election  in 
New  York  was  in  no  way  contiolled  by  the  inter- 
ference or  influence  of  the  banks,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  inquire  what  causes  produced  those  results 
which  were  so  astounding  to  the  whole  union?  Sir, 
it  was  the  principles  understood  to  be  entertained 
by  the  administration  and  its  prominent  friends, 
and  the  measures  which  they  were  pursuing  to 
carry  nut  those  principles.  What  are  they?  They 
are  to  be  found  in  the  creed  of  a  faction  which  had 
its  origin  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1829.  I  do 
not  say  they  embraced  the  whole  creed,  but  I 
do  say  they  were  a  part  of  it.  And  if  any  man, 
at  that  day,  had  predicted  that  a  democratic  repub- 
lican administration  would  have  countenanced  any 
portion  of  the  principles  of  this  faction,  he  would 
have  gained  no  more  credence,  nor  as  much,  as  he 
now  would,  if  he  predicted  that,  in  an  equal  period, 
the  administration  would  adopt  the  other  part  of 
the  same  creed. 

Sir,  it  will  hardly  be  believed  by  the  people  of 
other  states  that  any  portion  of  those  doctrines 
have  been  adopted  by  the  administration  and  its 
prominent  friends.  I  do  not  say  that  they  have 
been — but  I  say  their  course  of  measures  has  been 
such  as  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  belief  of 
their  adoption.  I  will  not  undertake  to  go  into  the 
documentary  evidence  at  this  time,  as  the  ground 
of  that  belief,  although  I  may  deem  it  not  inappro- 
piiate  on  some  other  occasion.  This  faction  was 
the  origin  of  that  party  which  is  now  termed  loco- 
foco.  and  which,  in  the  pure  days  ofthe  democrati"; 
republican  party,  was  turned  out  of  Tammany  hall, 
and  held  their  meetings  in  the  open  air,  whenever 
it  was  necessary  to  take  measures  to  reduce  the 
price  of  flour,  or  carry  out  any  other  great  principle 
in  political  economy!  After  their  principles  receiv- 
ed the  countenance  of  the  administration,  they 
again  returned  to  the  old  u-igwam,  displaced  the 
ancient  sachems,  and  there  they  now  illustrate  their 
ideas  of  freedom  of  speech  and  free  discussion,  by 
1  violent  inroads  and  forcible  interruption  of  the  as- 
I  seniblagcsof  orderly  citizens,  who  happen  to  enler- 
I  lain  opinions  on  matters  of  public  policy,  contrary 
to  their  own.  They  are  now  the  leaders  of  the 
parly,  and  the  prominent  candidates  for  executive 
favor. 

The  leading  feature  of  their  creed  was  the  de- 
struction OF    THE  WHOLE  BANKING  SYSTEM  OF 
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a  part  or  their  doctrines,  and  was  understood  by  the 
people  to  be  the  policy  ofthe  administration. 

Why  was  it  so  understood?  I  will  endeavor  to 
answerthe  question. 

After  the  war  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  ceased,  a  more  ruthless  and  unrelenting  war- 
fare commenced  and  carried  on  against  the  state 
banks.  The  success  which  had  attended  the  former 
emboldened  the  assailants,  and  they  supposed  they 
could  make  an  easy  conquest  of  the  latter.  It 
never  occurred  to  them  that  they  might  not  be  able 
to  bring  the  same  force  into  the  field  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  They  never  stopped  to  in- 
quire whether  the  people  entertained  any  dilTerent 
views  in  regard  to  the  state  institutions  and  a 
national  bank.  They  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that 
during  the  progress  of  the  first  war,  they  had  per- 
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suailed  the  people  tliat  there  were  monstrous  evil? 
coniiecleJ  with  the  one,  and  equal  benefits  to  be 
enjoyeil  with  the  others.  They  left  out  of  view  all 
Iheir  promises  of  a  sound  currency,  and  an  tqunli- 
zatioM  of  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  by 
means  of  the  state  banks.  They  forgot  the  olt 
repeated  pledges  and  assurances  that  the  state 
inslitutions  could  perform,  equally  well,  all  the  du- 
ties the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  had  performed 
fjr  ihe  government.  In  short,  they  bad  no  recol- 
lection that  those  institutions  were  to  give  even  a 
"better  currency"  than  wc  had  enjoyed  under  a 
national  bank. 

But,  sir,  although  they  had  overlooked  all  Ibese 
things,  the  people  had  not  forgotten  (hem.  Those 
who  opposed  the  re-charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  were  honest  in  their  opposition. 
The  present  generation  has  principally  grown  up 
and  come  on  to  the  political  .stage  jSiiice  the 
incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  ISIO.  Tbey  have  enjoyed  its  benefits — and 
that  it  possessed  great  benefits  no  rational  man 
ever  denied — but  they  were  not  able  fully  to  appre- 
ciate them,  whilst  in  the  full  fruition  of  tlicm. 
They  could  see  what  seemed  to  them  to  be  its 
dangerous  powers,  and  with  the  assurance  that  the 
state  banks  could  |)orform  all  its  duties  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  confer  all  its  benefits  on  the  people, 
witliout  possessing  those  powers,  tbey  were  con- 
tent that  it  should  go  down,  and  that  the  state 
banks  should  be  substituted  in  its  place.  xVnother 
consideration  which  inlluenced  their  aition  was  the 
popularity  of  general  Jackson,  who  led  the  forces 
in  this  contest.  Many  believed  in  his  sagacity  in 
this  matter,  and  pinned  their  faith  upon  him;  and 
others,  although  tbey  doubted  the  ))olicy  of  the 
measure,  still  bslieved  in  his  honesty  of  purpose,  and 
therefore  went  with  him  "right  or  wrong."  But 
they  had  no  idea  of  breaking  down  the  state  insti- 
tutions, so  intimately  connected,  as  they  believed 
thcin  to  be,  with  the  business  wants  of  the  whole 
country;  and  when  these  attacks  were  made  on 
those  in.'^litiitions  Ihe  people  began  to  suspect 
that  they  had  been  used  as  the  instruments  in  as- 
sailing tlie  national  bank,  with  a  view  ol  destroying 
the  others  in  their  turn — such  they  thought  they 
discovered  to  be  the  policy  of  the  administration. 

How  dirl  they  discover  it?  By  the  principles 
which  seemed  to  be  maintained  by  the  administra- 
tion and  its  leading  friends.  By  the  manner  in 
which  they  repudiated  the  state  bankdeposite  sys- 
tem after  they  had  suspended  specie  payments — a 
suipcnsion  brought  about  by  causes  beyonj  their 
control,  and  which  certain  measures  of  the  execu- 
tive had  essentially  contributed  to  produce — and 
the  subsequent  introduction  of  an  "untried  expe- 
dient," in  the  shape  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme — 
a  scheme  fiaugbt  with  more  mischief  to  the  com- 
munity, with  more  hazard  to  the  public  funds, 
with  a  more  dangerous  augmentation  and  concen- 
tration of  executive  power,  than  has  ever  been 
suggested  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  gov- 
ernment. And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  say.  that 
when  the  friends  of  this  abominable  measure;  for  I 
can  characterise  it  by  no  milder  term,  present  the 
alternative  of  it  or  a  national  bank,  rest  assured 
that  there  are  thousands  and  thousands  who  have 
been  opposed  to  such  an  institution,  who  will,  with- 
out hesitation,  give  it  their  preference.  But,  sir, 
that  alternative  is  not  yet  presented.  Gentlemen 
are  attempting  to  make  up  a  false  issue.  They 
vainly  imagine  that  they  can  conjure  up  the  ghost 
oftheold  Hank  of  the  Uniterl  States  to  frighten  inen, 
as  they  would  frighten  cliildren.  Sir,  that  day  has 
gone  by.  The  jieople  are  looking  for  relief  amidst 
the  disasters  which  surround  them.  They  seem 
the  sub-tieasury  scheme  nought  but  ruin — they 
look  w  ith  horror  upon  its  adoption  as  a  consumma- 
tion of  ruin — they  look  to  the  state  bank  deposite 
system  as  the  means  of  present,  and  if  the  anticipa- 
tion of  its  friends  be  realized,  of  permanent  relief. 
Some  ol  the  friends  of  a  national  bank  have  pro- 
posed plans  for  slate  inslitutions,  which  fhey  tl]ird< 
will  supercede  the  necessity  of  a  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  At  all  events,  those  who  are  in  favor  of 
a  national  bank  know  that  it  cannot  be  had,  if  it  be 
had  at  all,  for  some  time  to  come;  and  they  know 
that  something  ni'ist  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  There  is  no  other  plan  which  can  be 
adopted  but  the  one  proposed  bv  the  senator  from 
Virginia.  If  it  answers  his  expectations,  it  may 
satisl'y  the  country — if  it  does  not,  the  public  mind 
will  tlien  be  settled  down  as  to  what  the  remedy 
should  be.  As  to  the  sub-treasury,  I  say  with  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  give  me  any  thing,  or 
give  me  nothing,  in  preference  to  it. 

What  farther  evidence  had  the  people  that  the 
destruction  of  the  state  banks  wa.,  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  administr.atinn?  INIePtings  were  held 
by  the /oco./ocos,  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cin- 
cinnati and  other  places,  where  resolutions  were 


adopted  against  the  whole  banking  system,  and  in 
lavor  of  arTexclusive  metallic  currency.  These  pro- 
ceedings were  responded  to  by  men  in  high  ollicial 
stations,  and  their  responses  were  perfectly  satis- 
factory. Being  thus  sanctioned  by  men  in  author- 
ity, these  wild  and  visionary  doctrines  began  to 
spread.  Many  who  had  viewed  them  as  destruc- 
tive of  the  best  interests  of  society,  began  to  re- 
nounce former  opinioiis,  and  adopt  this  radical 
creed,  because  they  believed  it  met  Ihe  approba- 
tion of  those  who  held  the  rcinsof  parly  discipline, 
and  who  had  Ihe  power  of  jiarty  dispensation. 

The  next  evidence  of  the  |jrevalenceof  this  radi- 
cal spirit  was  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  of 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  treaUd.  By 
Ihe  law  of  New  York,  when  a  bank  neglects  or  re- 
fuses to  redeem  its  notes  in  spenie  lor  ten  days,  the 
chancellor  is  directed  to  issue  his  injunction,  close 
its  doors,  appoint  a  receiver  to  take  charge  of  its 
concerns,  whose  duty  it  is  to  proceed  to  collect  the 
amount  due  to  the  bunk,  to  pay  Ihe  amount  owing 
by  it,  and  finally,  under  the  direction  of  the  chan- 
cellor, to  distribulc  to  the  stockholders  the  residue 
of  its  ellects,  according  to  their  respective  interests. 
There  was  due  to  the  banks,  at  this  time,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state,  about  sercnl;/ millions  of  dollars. 
:\  false  collection  of  this  amount,  by  receivers, 
would  have  spiead  ruin  and  desolation  Ihrougbotit 
the  whole  state.  The  most  valuable  estates  would 
have  been  sold  to  satisly  these  demand.'!.  There 
would  have  been  no  competition  at  the  sales — lor 
very  few  indeed  could  have  commanded  the  means 
to  become  the  purchasers.  The  result  would  have 
been,  that  the  most  desirable  property  must  have 
been  sacrificed,  and  bought  in  by  some  miserly 
hard  money  man,  who  had  boarded  this  vile  trash 
for  the  purpose  of  preying  upon  the  inisforlunes  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  or  by  the  receivers  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  stockholders.  In  either  event,  the  com- 
munity vv-ould  havt  been  the  sulferers,  and  the 
hope  of  present  business  or  of  future  prosperity 
would  have  been  utterly  blighted.  Every  rational 
man  foresaw  this  result.  The  legislature  was  then 
in  session,  and  a  law  was  forthwith  passed,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote,  to  suspend  the  forfeiture  of 
the  charters  of  the  banks  fiirone  year.  This  act  of 
the  legislature  was  openly  denounced  by  public 
meetings  in  the  city  of  New  York,  composed  of 
those  claiming  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  the 
administration.  And  this  denunciation  was  reiter- 
ated by  the  ofiicial  organ  of  the  jrovernmeut  here, 
claiming  to  speak  the  sentiments  ol  the  administra- 
tion on  all  important  public  matters.  Why  was 
this  act  thus  denounced?  Because,  if  there  had 
been  no  such  interference,  the  banks  would  have 
been  all  prostrated,  as  Ihave  already  shown,  and 
we  should  have  been  at  once  brought  to  the  "go/r/cH 
i/g-c"  which  has  been  so  long  desired.  It  is  true,  the 
great  interests  of  the  community  would  have  been 
sacrificed.  But,  what  of  that?  We  should  have 
had  the  "constitutional  currency" — "a  hard  money 
government" — "a  successful  experiment" — and  let 
me  add,  a  prostrate  counlry  ana  a  ruined  people! 
Sir,  the  people  were  saved  from  this  awful  calamity 
by  the  patriotism  of  the  legislature.  The  suspen- 
sion act  was  not  a  boon  to  the  bank;  it  was  a  favor 
to  the  people.  Whilst  it  saved  the  bank  charters 
from  forfeiture,  it  saved  the  people  from  destruc- 
tion. Other  stales  passed  similar  laws,  and  thus 
were  friistrateil  the  designs  of  those  who  deemed 
the  suspension  ol  s[»ecie  payments  the  proper  occa- 
sion to  carry  out  their  favorite  plan  of  breaking 
down  the  v\hole  banking  system  of  the  states.  1 
will  not  say  that  the  president  entertained  this  de- 
sign. But  the  people  judged  him  by  the  ed'ect  of 
his  measures.  On  his  call,  congress  asssembled  at 
the  extra  session  to  take  into  consiileration  the 
"great  and  weighty  matters"  which  he  was  to  sub- 
mit to  them.  The  message  was  delivereil,  and  Ihe 
people  no  longer  doubted  that  the  president  and 
Ihe  administration  intended  to  destroy  the  banks. 
At  nil  events,  they  could  not  doubt  that  such  would 
be  theelfectof  the  measures  recommended  by  him. 
They  could  only  infer  the  intent  from  the  result 
which  must  inevitably  follow. 

By  the  constitution,  it  is  made  the  duly  of  Ihe 
prcsiilent,  from  time  to  lime,  to  give  to  congress 
information  of  the  state  of  the  union,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
■-iiall  judge nccesson/«»f/ex/)er/i>n/.  He  can  recom- 
mend no  others — and  if  he  deems  such  as  he  does 
recommend,  both  neccsSTnj  and  cj-prdicnl,  he  of 
course  desires  that  congress  shall  adopt  them,  and 
that  they  shall  be  carried  into  full  execution.  He 
had  already  seen  that,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
slate  legislatures,  the  bankcbarters  of  the  dilferimt 
states  had  been  saved  from  forfeiture,  and  'hat  the 
flesigiLS  of  those  who  wisheil  to  ilestroy  them,  had 
been  frustrated  by  these  acts.  Well  now,  sir,  what 
were  his  recommendations,  and  what  their  inevi- 
table results?    He  recommended  a  "uniform  law 


concerning  banlcrvplcics  of  curportilions,  and  other 
bankers,"  as  a  measure  •fulltj  autliorizcd  by  the  con- 
stitiilion."  Such  a  law,  uudei  his  nalli  of  ulllcc,  he 
must  have  deemed  "necessary  and  e^edicnt.'  And 
lie  must,  loo,  have  desiied  its  enactment  by  con- 
gress, otherwise  he  would  not  have  lecoinujendi  d 
It.  What  would  have  been  its  tiled,  its  practical 
operation,  if  congress  had  concurred  in  the  views 
ol'  the  president,  ami  passed  a  bankrupt  law,  as 
recommended  by  him?  Why.  sir,  every  bank  in 
the  union  VKOuld  ha\  e  been  forthwith  handed  over 
to  commissioners  to  be  ajipointtd  by  the  executive, 
under  such  a  law,  and  their  concerns  closed  up — 
for  they  had  all  susjiendcd  specie  payments,  and  of 
course  would  have  come  within  its  provisions. 
This  would  have  accomplished  what  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  action  of  the  legi.-latures,  namely,  ii 
forfeiture  of  lluir  charters  and  a  consequent  de- 
struclion  of  the  banks  themselves.  Sir,  I  do  not 
stale  Ibis  case  too  strongly — such  would  have  been 
the  inevitable  result  throughout  the  union — Iherc 
is  no  escape  from  it.  The  president  could  not  but 
have  foreseen  it.  It  was  the  nnavoiilabie  conse- 
quence of  his  recommendation.  He  must  have 
made  it  with  his  eyes  open,  and  seen  il.s  edecis, 
unless  he  was  blinded  and  bewildereil  by  this  ignis 
/'(ilnas  of  liico-focoisin.  What  would  have  been 
the  ellect  upon  Ihe  business  and  credit  of  the  coun- 
try? Utter  ruin  and  destruction  liom  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  union  to  the  other.  Sir,  "war,  pestilence 
and  famine"  could  not  more  elleclually  iiave  done 
their  dreadful  work. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  congress  did  not 
ailopt  this  rerommendalion  of  the  president,  al- 
though it  was  urged  with  great  power  by  one  of 
the  most  prominent  friends  of  the  administration, 
(Mr.  Benton.) 

Sir,  there  is  another  feature  of  this  measure  which 
deserves  consideration.  This  subject  was  not  new 
to  the  president.  It  had  received  his  careful  exa- 
mination and  full  deliberation  on  a  former  occasion. 
In  lS2(i,  VI  hen  he  stood  upon  this  lloor,  as  a  sena- 
tor from  the  state  of  New  York,  he  maintained  on 
this  subject  the  same  principles  which  I  am  now 
endeavoring  to  maintain.  He  then  represented  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  stale,  as  I  am  now  attempt- 
ing to  npnsent  tlicin.  The  banking  interest  was 
one  of  the  most  important,  because  it  gave  life  to 
commerce,  stimulated  agriculture,  aided  the  me- 
chanic and  manulacluring  industry  of  the  counlry, 
and  produced  a  healthy  action  in  the  whole  body 
politic.  This  was  a  period  anterior  to  the  origin  of 
the  faction  in  New  Yoik,  whose  doctrines  have 
since  been  adopted.  JMr.  Van  Buren,  on  Ihe  dis. 
cussion  of  the  iiANKBUPT  BILL,  at  that  time  before 
the  .senate,  opposed  its  application  to  banking  in- 
corporations, "as  an  odious  exercise  of  pourr  not 
granted  by  the  constitution."  In  IS26,  senator  Van 
Curen  opposes  a  bankrupt  law  in  reference  to  our 
banking  institutions,  "us  an  odious  cjcrcise  ofjouer 
not  granted  by  the  conslilutimi,"  and  in  IS:!7,  presi- 
dent Van  Buren  proposes  "a  uniform  law  concern- 
ing bdhhruplcics  of  corporations,  and  other  bankers," 
as  a  measure  "fn'lly  authorized  by  the  constitution." 
Now,  sir,  permit  ine  to  ask  if  such  a  measure  was 
unconslilutioual  in  1820,  can  the  recoinineiiilation 
of  the  president  make  it  constitutional  in  1J37?  I 
should  think  not,  unless  the  constitution  changes 
as  the ])arly  changes!  But,  whether  it  does  or  riot, 
is  immaterial  to  the  present  question.  The  presi- 
dent recominenrled  a  bankrupt  law  in  reference  to 
bank  incorporations.  He  must  have  leviewid  his 
former  opinions  on  that  subject.  He  must  have 
deemed  Ihe  crisis  so  important  as  lo  overcome  his 
old  constitutional  scruples,  and  that  it  was  now 
"necesssary  and  expedient"  that  such  a  law  should 
pass,  and  thereby  rid  the  counlry  of  the  curse  of 
paper  money,  and  thus  restore  the  '•conslilutiorial 
currency"  of  gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  said  that  the  peo|)lc  be- 
lievetl  the  design  of  the  ailministralion,  and  its 
prominent  friends  was  to  destroy  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  stales.  They  forsaw  what  would 
have  been  the  cfiect  of  the  adoption  of  Ibe  bank- 
rupt law.  They  also  saw,  and  still  .see,  the  elli  ct 
of  Ihe  suli.lrrasuiy  scheme.  They  know  that  both 
are  equally  fatal.  They  saw  the  mariner  in  which 
the  sub-treasury  was  urged  at  Ihe  extra  session. 
They  saw,  by  the  official  organ,  that,  after  it  was 
defeated  in  the  house,  it  was  again  lo  be  forced 
'ipon  congress  at  the  present  session,  and  they  see 
clearly  now  that  its  adoption,  at  this  time,  will  be 
as  fatal  to  the  banks  as  a  bankrupt  law  would  have 
been  before.  Its  adoption  would  have  prevenled 
the  r[sun;ption  of  specie  payments.  Or  it  the  boi}k3 
should  resume,  it  would  compel  them  lo  slop  ngain. 
Or  if  they  continued  to  piy  specie,  it  v\culd  be 
merely  a  noininnl  thing,  and  they  could  do  no  bu- 
siness.  If  this  were  Ihe  proper  occasion,  I  would 
undertake  to  deinonslrale  these  propositions  lo  Ihe 
satisfaction  of  every  rational  man.    But,  I  did  not 
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rise  lor  that  purpose.     Suffice   it  to  fny.  liiat  if  a 
deliberate   plan  had   been  formed  for  the  total  de- 
struction or  the  banking  system  ol  the  whole  coun- 
try, it  could  not  have  been  more  skilCully  devised. 
What  was  the   process   by  Which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
complished?    1st.  By  inducing  the  legishiture  not 
tointerl'ere.     2d.  By  a  bankrupt  law.     3d.  By  the 
suh-trflnsury  scheme,  which  is  the  only  proposition 
now    under   consideration.     Under   it,   the  banks- 
cannot   resuinC;  and    if  the    legislature   grants  no 
farther  induh'ence,  their  concerns  must  be  closed 
up.     If  they  do  resume,  they  will  be  compelled  to 
stop  again,  and  they  will  be  in  the  .same  situation 
as  if  they  had  not  attempted   it.     If  they  do  not 
stop,  it  will  be  because  their  circulation  is  all  call- 
ed in,  and  they  continue  because  they  do  iio  busi- 
ness.  In  this  event  the  stockholders  will  wind  them 
up,  for  the  reasori  that  they  cannot  all'ord  to  have  an 
investment  which  produces  no  income.     In  either 
case,  the  result  is  the  Same — the  destruction  of  the 
hanks.    I  have  already  shown  the  disaslious  conse- 
quences to  the  whole  community  from  such  a  state  of 
things — and  I  will  add,  in  the  same  language  which 
I  einployed  at  the  last  session,  "that  it  would  even 
be  better  for  the  country  that  a  tornado  or  an  earth- 
quake should   spread  its  desolation    around,    than 
that  we  should  have  thin  scheme  inflicted  upon  us." 
Mr.  President,  these  were  some  of  the  causes 
which  produced  the  results  of  the  late  elections  in 
New  York.    There  was  another.    The  people  saw 
the   tieatuient  which  those  received,  who  opposed 
these  measures.     They  saw  some  of  their  repre- 
sentatives here,  pursuing  the  straight  forward  track 
of  piinciple,  and  maintaining  the  ancient  and  hon- 
oreil  creed    of  the  party;  they  saw  them  turning 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  any  man,  or  to  court  the  favor  of  any 
faction;  they  saw  them  maintaining  the  same  prin- 
ciples   which    the    whole  party   maintained   but  a 
short  period  before,   and  refusing  to  turn  about  at 
the  word  of  command;  they  saw  them  opposing  the 
measure    which    the    whole    party,    with    general 
Jackson    at    their   head,    opposed    in    1S(?4,    ami 
which    the    official     organ    of   the    administration 
then    pronounced    ^^Hisorf^aiiizijig   and    revolution' 
an/,"    and  manfully  resisting  the   executive  man- 
date   to   swallow  the    sub  treasury    scheme    now, 
which   they   all    repudiated    then;  they   saw  them 
standing  in  their  places,  and  with  that  moral  courage 
and    undaunted  firmness,  which   should  ever  char- 
acterize the  rej)resenta1i\'csof  a  free  ]ieople,  resist- 
ing the  encroachments  ol"  executive   power;  they 
ssw  them,  with   an  independence  worthy  of  the 
better  days  of  the  republic,  combatting  the  here- 
sies anil  int.'rpnlatinns  wliicti  were  attempted  to  be 
introduced    amongst   the    ancient    canons  of  their 
political  faith;   they  saw  them  endeavoring  to  re- 
vive the  drooping  energies  of  the  country,  to  resus- 
ciate  its  tiade  and  commerce,  to  stimulale  its  in- 
dustry, to  invigorate  its  enterprise,  to  give  hope 
and  animation  and  life  to  its  benumbed  and  palsied 
faculties,  and  to  pour  consolation  into  the  wounded 
and   broken   spirits  of  the  mercantile  community. 
They  saw   all  this;  and  they  also  saw,  that /or  all 
this,  their  representatives  were  denounced  and 
PBOSCRIUED  by  the  official  organ  of  the  adminis- 
tration!    They  saw  the  despotism  which  had  been 
infroiluced   by  the  discipline  of  party.     They  saw 
that   u'ither  party  men,  nor  the  party  press,  dare 
speak   their  sentiments   on  any  polilical   subject, 
until    they  knew   the   executive   will.     They  saw 
the   manner  in  which  the  machinery  of  parly  was 
brought  into  requisition  to  manhfuchirc  public  opin- 
ion to  sustain  that  will  when   it  was  once  made 
kriovvn.    They  saw   that   there    was  no  indepen- 
dence of  thought  or  of  action  within  the  sphere  of 
executive  influence.     They  saw,  in  short,  estab- 
lished at  the  seat  of  government  the  most  perfect 
despotism  on  eartli.  the  despotisji  of  opinion! 
Sir,  this  syslein  of  dictation,  of  proscription  and 
denunciation  commenced  during  the  second  term 
of  general   Jackson's  admiuistration.     He   would 
'     not  tolerate  a  difference  of  opinion  on  any  subject 
in  which  his  feelings  were  enlisted.    I  hope  it  was 
the  inlirmily  of  age.     I   might  instance  the  distri- 
bution bill,   the    specie  circular  and  the  currency 
bill.     In  all  the.se  measures,  the  great  body  of  his 
friends  in  both  houses  were  opposed  to  him.    Still, 
the  official   organ   did    not  hesitate  to  maintain  the  j  the  gn 
executive  will,  and  to  denounce   the  action  and 
opinions  of  those  who  constituted   the  legislative  j  stilutions  of  tl 
branch  of  the  government. 

The  present  executive,  on  entering  upon  the  du 


and  of  smoothing  the  path  of  his  declining  years, 
by  the  adoption  of  his  favorite  measure,  if  my  judg- 
ment did  iiot  tell  me  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of 
Ihe  great  ami  paramount  interests  of  the  country. 
If  he  himself  were  here,  in  the  zenith  of  his  power, 
he,  perhaps,  might  see  his  Way  more  clearly.  But, 
when  his  successor  attempts  to  imitate  his  giant 
strides,  he  will  follow  him,  as  lukis  followed 
iEnras  from  the  flames  of  Troy,  hand  ],assibus 
cqu- 


him  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the  remonstrances  which 
have  been  made  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
with  a  cold  and  dogged  indili'erence,  set  at  naught 
all  these  demonstrations  of  the  popular  will.  Sir, 
1  aver,  in  the  face  of  the  American  people,  that 
there  is  no  cause  for  the  continuance  of  the  distress 
under  which  the  country  now  labors.  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  admiuistration  to  remove  it  by  its 
simple  fiat.  This  war  upon  the  banks  has  dried 
up  the  sources  of  sustenance  to  the  people,  as  well 
as  of  revenue  to  the  government.  Let  the  execu- 
tive abandon  this  sub-treasury  scheme — a  scheme 
unworthy  of  the  age  in  which'we  live^let  him,  in 
good  faith,  resolve  to  revive  the  stale  bank  system, 
and  forthwith,  as  fast  as  the  joyous  news  could 
travel,  hope,  and  life,  and  activity,  and  confidence 
would  spring  up  on  every  side  to  gladden  it  on  its 
way.  I  would  say  then  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, if  I  could  flatter  myself  that  ray  voice  would 
reach  them,  rouse  from  your  lethargy;  burst  the 
Lilliputian  ties  that  bind  you;  walk  forth  in  the 


Sir,  my  colleague  (Mr.  Wright)  has  spoken  cf 
that  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
who  oppose  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  as  a  small 
party,  and,  with  seeming  reproach,  has  kindly  ex- 
tended to  them  his  charily;  and  more  than  inti- 
mates that  they  ought  to  give  up  their  opinions  to 
the  majority  of  their  friends.  Sir,  that  small  party 
are  maintaining  the  same  principles  which  the 
whole  party  maintained  but  a  short  time  since;  and 
the  difference   between  them,   being   a  matter  of 

principle,  cannot  be  compromised.    It  is,  indeed,  a  ,  ,  -  .  ur  t 

small  party,  and  should  on  that  account  have  been  dignity  of  freemen;  and  teach  your  public  servants 
protected  from  Ihe  apparent  sneer  of  the  senator  that  you  will  not  silently  submit  to  have  your  ere- 
from  Ne^v  Hampshire,  when  he  said  they  had  as- I  dit  destroyed,  your  property  sacrificed,  and  your 
«„r„ed  the  name  oi-'confcrvutives."     Whether  that  j  wives  and  children  deprived  ol  their  bread,  to  '"'"- 


name  has  been  assumed  by  them,  or  has  been  given 
to  them,  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire.  This  much, 
however,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  we  shall  be 
as  well  satisfied  with  that  appellation,  as  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends  will  be  with  the  nameof  "siiA- 
seirnlivps,"  wilh  which  Ihey  have  been  honored, 
and  will)  how  much  justice  I  leave  to  themselves 
to  determine.  Sir,  this  small  party  has  been,  not 
inapprojiriately,  called  "A  Spaktan  band" — and 
let  me  t-U  those  gentleman  wlio  have  reproached 
them  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  jiosition,  and  the 
paucity  of  their  numbers,  that  when  they  are  asked 
to  lay  down  their  arms  they  will  give  the  Spartan 
answer — "Come  and  take  them."  Sir,  my  col- 
league, from  the  peculiarity  of- his  own  position, 
should  have  seen  the  indelicacy  of  commenting 
upon  ours.  The  time  has  been  v\hen  be  has  been 
left  in  a  smaller  minority  of  his  political  friends 
than  we  are  now;  but,  I  will  do  him  Ihe  justice  to 
say,  that  his  opinions,  in  all  matters  in  difference, 
have  always  coincided  with  the  executive.  And, 
had  the  executive  seen  fit  to  recommend  the  resus- 
citation of  the  state  bank  deposite  system,  instead 
of  the  sub-treasriry,  we  should  have  seen  my  col- 
league, with  mv  friend  fiom  Virginia  and  myself 
by  hi^  siile,  leading  on  his  failhful  troojis,  and  in- 
stead of  tlie  f^ohlcn  banner  under  which  he  is  now 
fighlinn  against  the  institutions  of  the  states,  and 
the  rights  of  Ihe  states,  he  wouhl  have  raised  aloft 
the  stars  and  stripes  of  his  country,  the  emblem  of 
those  rights,  and  nnd."r  that  sign  he  would  have 
conquered.  And  the  man  wlio  should  have  had 
the  rashness  to  introduce  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
in  opposition  to  the  executive  recommendation, 
would  have  found  himselfwithout  even  a  corpoial's 
guard. 

Mr.  President,  the  constitution  guarantees  the 
liberty  of  speach  and  of  Ihe  press — but.  under  the 
present  system  of  parly  discipline,  and  executive 
intimidation,  there  is  virtually  an  abrogation  of 
both.  The  executive  fiepartment  has  become  too 
powerful  for  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  great  apprehension  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  were  from  tile  legislative  power. 
They  lillle  dreamed  that  in  the  short  space  of  half 
a  century,  short  in  the  lifetime  of  a  nation,  Ihe  exe- 
cutive department  would  become  so  formidable  as  to 
overawe  the  legislative  branch,  and  dictate  to  them 
the  measures  which  he  himself  was  to  execute. 
Sir,  the  very  theory  of  Ihe  constitution  has  been 
reversed.  The  legislative  has  become  the  weaker 
power,  and  the  executive  arm  is  already  strengthen- 
ed beyond  what  the  fathers  of  the  oonstitiition 
deemed  consistent  with  the  safely  and  freedom  of 
the  government.  hf\t\  to  that  strength  the  powers 
of  a  treasury  bank,  which  are  contained  in  tiiis  bill, 
and  you  have  given  all  that  ran  define  a  despot. 

Mr.  President.  I  have  spoken  with  some  feeling 
on  this  subject.  I  have  reason  so  to  speak.  I  have 
seen  the  di.'^tress  of  the  country — I  have  seen  the 
embarra-ssments  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  have  seen 
them  implorinir  this  government  in  vain  for  that 
relief,  which  they  are  enlitled  to  ask,  and  which 
nt  is  hound  to  give.  J  have  seen  Ihe 
j  government  impairing  public  confidence  in  tlie  iu- 
stilutions  of  the  states,  withdrawing  itself  upon  its 
own  resources,  and  leaving  the  peopi  ■,  unaided 
and  alone,  to  buff'et   the  storms  of  adversity  which 


ster  to  the  partisan  ambition  or  unholy  caprice  of 
any  man  or  set  of  men,  whom  your  misplaced  con- 
fidence day  have  elected  to  stations  beyond  their 
deserts.  And  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  if  the  voice 
which  New  York  has  already  uttered  be  disregard- 
ed, and  these  destructive  measures  persisted  in,  I 
warn  you  to  beware  of  the  Ides  of  November; 
for  her  voice  will  then  be  heard  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  lakes,  louder  than  the  mighty  cataract  which 
thunders  on  her  western  border. 
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SECOND    SESSION — SEN.VTE. 

March  1.     Mr.   McKean   presented   a  memorial 


ties  of  his  high  station,  promised  to  "follow  in  the    it  h.as  aided  lo  bring  upon  them.     I  have  seen  the 
footsteps    of   his    illustrious    predecessor."      This  |  executive  enter  upon  a  system  cf  experiments,  d 


sub-treasury  scheme  is  Ihe  darling  project  of  th 
late  president:  and,  I  presume,  in  pursuance  of  the 
above  pledge,  it  has  been  brought  forward  for  our 
consideration.  To  my  mind,  this  is  its  only  merit 
— and  no  one  would  be  more  desirous  lliaii  niyself 
of  gratifying  the  feelings  of  that  illustrious  man. 


strurtlve  of  our  dearest  interests,  and  subversive  of 
our  brightest  hopes.  I  have  seen  him  persist  in 
those  experiments  after  a  decisive  negative  by  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  government,  and  after  his 
wild  and  visionary  .schemes  have  been  most  sig- 
nally rebuked  thioiigli  the  ballot  box.    I  have  seen 
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numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Ihe  borough  and 
county  of  Erie,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
plaining that  the  medical  board  appointed  under 
authority  of  the  act  cf  the  3d  of  March  last,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  select  suitable 
sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers  and  Lake  Eiie,  for  the  benefit  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  boatmen,  and  other  naviga- 
tors on  the  western  rivers  and  lakes,  have,  in  dis- 
charging that  duty,  confined  their  examination  ex- 
clusively lo  one  or  two  places  on  Lake  Erie  ;  while 
the  claims  of  all  other  places,  many  of  them  con- 
taining in  a  high  degree  all  the  requisites  for  such 
an  establishment,  ha\e  been  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected ;  and  praying  congress  to  order  a  new  exam- 
ination by  a  competent,  impartial,  and  unpreju- 
diced board. 

Mr.  McKean,  after  some  remarks  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  " poor  Pcnnsylcania"  had  been  neg- 
lected, moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  commit- 
tee on  commerce  ;  which  was  referred  accordingly. 
Mr.  Buchanmtn  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial : 

To  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  ihe 
United  Stales  in  congress  assembled: 
The  undersigned,  delegates  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  to  a  convention  now  in  session  at  the 
city  of'  Philadelphia  to  reform  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  respectfully  represent: 

That  in  Ihe  present  crisis  of  public  affairs,  the 
undersigned  deem  it  their  solemn  duly,  as  well  as 
their  unquestionable  right,  to  counteract  by  merno- 
rial  and  remonstrance  the  false  impression  which 
may  be  made  to  congie-ss  as  to  the  will  of  the  peo-  P' 
pie  of  this  state  concerning  their  deranged  mone- 
tary interests,  of  which  will  and  interests  the  un- 
dersigned believe  they  enjoy  as  good  means  of  be- 
ing well  informed  as  'any  other  representatives  of 
the  people  of  this  state.  . 

The  people,  at  every  election  since  Ihe  Bank  of  '' 
the  United  States,  first,  and  alterwaids  various  state 
banks,  have,  by  violent  and  imjiioper  efforts,  been 
struggling  to  compel  the  community  to  submit  to  a 
banking  control,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  and  |"l 
the  well  understood  pulilic  interest  and  will:  the 
people  have  at  every  election  chosen  representa- 
tives instructed  to  put  an  end  to  such  bank  control, 
and  roslore  the  authority  of  the  people  ;  but  too 
many  of  those  representatives  have  been  misled  to 
sacrifice  the  will  and  interests  of  the  people  to  those 
of  Ihe  banks. 

Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe  that  fj 
there  are  very  few,  whether  of  the  people  or  their 
representali\es,  not  unduly  influenced  by  banks, 
who  do  not  now  desire  that  an  entire  separation 
should  be  realized  between  government  and  all 
banks,  and  as  speedy  a  restoration,  as  may  consist 
wilh  the  general  welfare,  of  the  hard  money  which 
the  banks  have  driven  out  of  circulation;  andthcse 
two  liindamental  principhs,  viz.  first,  the  total 
separation  of  government  fiom  all  banking  opera- 
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3IIS,  ami,  secoiidiv,  the  earliest  possible  rcEtora- 
OB  oi'  |)eiQianeiit  liarj  money  circulation,  your 
emorialibts  res|)ociriiliy  represent  to  congress  aa 
lie  will  of  the  people  of  Peiinsylvania. 
The  object  of  tills  memnrlal  to  congress,  there- 
re,  is,  that  no  delay  may  be  siitfereil  to  prevent 
lie  accomplishraent  of  those  ends,  but  that  forlh- 
itli,  ilurin;  the  present  session  of  congress,  the 
hnate  and  house  of  representatives  may  be  indue- 
I  to  enact  such  laws  as,  untlcr  the  praiseworthy 
hcomniendations  of  tlie  presidenlyuhu'li  yourme- 
orialists  believe  are  in  perfect  accordance  With 
le  will  of  the  people,  may,  as  soon  as  possible, 
ford  relief  from  the  present  banking  inconveni- 
ice. 

Whereupon  the  undersigned,  by  this  memorial 
id  remonstrance,  respectliilly  but  earnestly  re- 
icst  that  congress,  especially  the  senators  and  re- 
I'esentativcs  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
|se  no  time  in  accomplishin;<  this  important  object. 
C.  J.  Ir.^'ersoll,  George  M.  Kcim,  William  L. 
!jller,  George  Shillelo.^Villiam  Ciirll,  James  Do- 
jigan,  James  Clarke,  John  Fulton,  David  Gilmore, 
'illiam  High,  John  Riller,  Thomas  Weaver,  Saml. 
leaviiiger,  Jabez  Hyde,  Thomas  Hastinss,  Marie 
[arrah,  R.  G.  White,  C.  xMyeis,  Sauiutl  C.  Bon- 
liin,  John  Foulkrod,  Abm.  Hi  llfenslein,  Jacob 
Ijckel,  J.  R.  Donnell,  H.  Gold  Rogers,  Joel  K. 
!ann,  Tobias  Sellers,  Henry  Sheet?.,  Jacob  Krebs, 
I'm.  Smyth,  Geo,  Smith,  Exra  S.  Hayhurst,  Wm. 
I  earhart,  John  J.  W.  Cohen,  Kphraim  Banks,  Wm. 
Iverfield,  Virgil  Grenell,  James  Kennedy,  Wil- 
[iim  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Iliter,  Robt.  Fleming,  Jos.  I 
iry,  jr.  D.  Nevin,  R.  M.  Crain,  Thomas  Taj;gart,  | 
lex.  Magee,  Jno.  B.  Stcrigere,  Lebbeus  L.  Bige-  | 
iw,  John  A.  Gamble,  Geo.  T.  Crawford,  Uavid  i 
yons.  Geo.  W.  Woodward,  John  Cummin,  C. 
rown,  Thos.  S.  Bell,  Pierce  iSiitler,  Andrew  Bed- 1 
rd,  A.  H.  Read,' Jacob  Dillinger,  Hiram  Payne.  ] 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  15,  1S38. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  this  memorial,  said  1 
at  in  point  of  talents,  integrity  and  patriotism, 
ese  gentlemen  were  equal  to  any  other  fifty-nine 
ntleincn  who  could  be  selected  in  Pennsylvania 
any  other  state  of  the  union.  He  bad  the  plea- 1 
re  of  knowing  llieiii  all,  or  nearly  all,  personally, ; 
id  their  opinion  on  aiiv  subject  was  entitled  to  j 
e  higlipst  consiileration  and  respect  from  this  i 
)dy.  Besides,  no  gentlemen  could  have  a  better 
iportiinify  than  they  had  of  knowing  the  feeling; 
id  wishes  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in  re- 
ird  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  any  other  question 
public  importance. 

Mr.  Bvchanan  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
:ns  of  the  borough  and  county  of  Erie,  similar  to 
at  which  had  bsin  presented  by  his  colleague, 
jd  also  animadvertetl  upon  the  manner  in  which 
ennsylvania  had  been  neglected. 
'Mr.  Wallcer,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  cede  the 
iblic  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie  on  cer- 
lin  conditions,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ent. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
iblic  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
reeling  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  relin 
lishing  to  the  state  of  Alabama  her  two  per  cent. 
nd,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  state  to  make 
Ttain  roads,  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose, 
hich  W.T3  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  ir<itt-er  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
hich  was  considered  arid  adopted  : 
'Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding 
1  reasonable  terms  to  the  states  in  which  they  are 
tiiate,  the  public  lands  annually  inundated  by  the 
ississippi  river,  its  tributaries  and  outlets. 
Mr.  Monton  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  Ic- 
slature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  pre-emption 
w,  for  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
nds  in  that  state,  excluding  floats:  read,  laid  on 
le  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  hill  to  esrablish  two  additional  land  offices 
that  part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  west  ol 
e  Mi^sissipj)!,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  bill  providing  lor  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
an  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  was  taken  up  : 
id, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was  postponed  to. 
id  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  major  general  Alexan- 
cr  Macomb  was  taken  up. 

Mr. //«66irrf  suggested  that  the  bill  had  better 
;  parsed  over,  as  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
ished  to  address  the  seriate  on  the  subject,  and  it 
as  now  too  near  the  time  of  taking  up  the  special 
■d.-r. 

Mr.  Buchanan  explained  that  it  was  not  general 
(atomb's  bill  that  he  wished  to  speak  on,  but  the 
rbject  of  brevet  pay,  which  he  understood  was 
ivoh  ed  in  it,  on  which  he  wished  to  say  a  few 


words.  This  subject  of  brevet  pay,  he  said,  would 
involve  not  one,  but  a  great  many  cases.  He  was 
ready  to  say  what  he  Iradtosuy  whenever  the, "ona- 
tor  from  New  Harrr]ishire  chose  to  take  np  the  bill. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubhaut,  the  bill  was  then 
postpoired,  arrri  made  the  oixier  of  the  d.ay  lor  Mon- 
day next. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  se- 
cond time  and  considererl  as  in  cummilteo  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  read- 
ing; The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allan  A.  Moore; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Burgess  ;  the  bill 
for  the  rellel  of  Abraham  Lansing;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  Muiphy  ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Krepps. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ol  Nicholas  Hedges,  was 
read  the  secorrd  time  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Diii'is  then  rose  and  resumed  his  unfinished 
remarks  of  yesterday,  occupying  the  floor  o(  the 
senate  until  ilj  o'clock,  when, 

Mr.  S/)-a»/re  intimated  his  intention  of  address- 
ing the  senate  on  the  subject,  but,  as  it  was  then 
late  in  the  day,  would,  if  iro  senator  desired  to  call 
lip  the  birsiness,  move  an  adjourninerrt. 

Mr.  IVaUcer  tt'en  moved  that  the  senate  proceed 
to  the  consideratiorr  of  executive  business,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  doors  were  accordingly 
closedj  and,  alter  spending  a  short  time  in  secret 
session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  2.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
and  the  transaction  of  some  business  of  minor  im- 
portance, 

Mr.  Prentiis  having,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave,  introiluced  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
giving  or  receiving  a  challenge  within  this  district 
to  fight  a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

[This  bill  inflicts  the  punishment  of  death  on  oil 
eoncernrd  in  a  duel  which  results  in  death  ;  from 
five  to  ten  years  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  on 
all  concerned  in  giving  or  receiving  a  challenge; 
and  from  three  to  seven  years  for  assault,  deiama- 
tion,  or  abuse,  for  refusing  a  challenge.] 

On  introducing  this  bill,  Mr.  Pien(iss  said  that, 
enlertainirig  the  principles  and  sentiments  he  did, 
anfl  representing  a  people  who  acknowledge  no 
code  or  system  ol  law  but  such  as  is  derived  from 
divine  authority,  or  from  regularly  constituted  and 
established  civil  government,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  a 
duty,  with  which  he  could  not  dispense,  to  intro- 
iluce  this  bill.  In  doing  so,  (said  Rlr.  P.)  I  have 
been  moved  by  no  mere  transient  or  frrgilive  feel- 
ing of  the  moment;  by  no  mere  excitement,  grow- 
ing orrtof  a  very  recentand  very  lamentable  event; 
though  it  is  soiiiewhat  dilficult,  I  must  confess,  en- 
tirely to  repress  or  overcome  the  emotions  which 
that  event  has  produced.  .Mthough  the  event  to 
which  I  allude  has  carried,  as  we  all  know  it  has, 
lamentation  and  woe,  unspeakable,  irnutterable  an- 
guish and  agony  of  heart,  to  an  innocent  and  unof- 
fending family,  and  is  fitfid  to  awaken,  here  and 
every  where,  sensations  of  the  deepest  grief  and 
sorrow;  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  have  uothrng  to 
do,  nothing  to  say,  concerning  the  transaction,  in 
my  place  here.  It  is  past  and  gone.  We  cannot 
recall  the  dead  to  life.  We  cannotrepairtlie  wrong 
atid  injury  which  have  been  done.  But  we  can 
provide  for  the  futur-e.  We  can  do  what  becomes 
us  to  prevent  so  fatal,  so  heart-rending  an  occur- 
rence hereafter. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  in  bringing  in  this  bill,  I 
have  acted,  as  I  have  said,  from  no  mere  impulse  or 
overwrought  sensibility  ;  from  no  mere  temporary 
excited  feeling.  I  have  been  influenced  by  higher, 
more  stable,  and  lasting  motives;  by  principles  of 
action  deeper  settled,  more  perinaiient  and  endur- 
ing; principles  which  remain  the  same  in  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances.  I  am  influenced  by 
principles  which  look  upon  duelling  as  a  crime  ;  as 
an  olfence  against  hi^h  heaven  ;  forbidden  and  con- 
demned alike  by  religion  and  morality,  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  man. 

Sir,  I  might  here,  with  no  impropriety,  speak  ol 
the  spirit  of  insubordination  and  lawless  violence 
which  is  abroad  in  the  land,  infecting  ami  perva- 
din;,  it  would  seem,  entire  communities,  threaterr- 
ing  the  subversion  of  the  established  institutions  ol 
the  country,  anil  which,  if  not  checked  and  sub- 
dued, will  it  i.i  to  be  feared,  sooner  or  later,  overthrow 
all  law  and  all  ;overriinent,  and  open  the  way  to  bru- 
tal anarchy  and  misrule  to  scen.-s  of  civil  strife  aniT 
disorder,  as  sanguinary,  as  teri'ific,  as  any  which 
marked  the  ferocious  and  bloody  annals  of  revolu- 
tionary Frarrce. 

But.  sir,  my  purpose  is  confined  to  a  single  a  par- 
ticular object.  It  is  to  prohibit  and  suppress  a  prac- 
tice here,  which,  if  not  stopped,  must  ultimately, 
in  addition  to  other  deplorable  consetpiences  of  a 
private  and  social  nature,  jiut  an  end  to  all  freedom 
of  debate  and  action,  in  your  halls  of  legislation, 
banish  from  them  all  jrrst  and   rightful  authority. 


and  substitute  the  dominion  of  mere  brute  force  in 
its  place. 

Mr  President,  in  bringing  forward  this  meosnrc, 
I  repeat  I  have  acted  from  a  high  sersc  of  ilrrty. 
The  moral  and  religious  principles  in  whicli  I  have 
been  educated,  anil  which  t  regard  as  biniling  upon 
me  in  all  circumstances  and  situations,  whether 
public  or  private,  in  which  1  am  placed,  worrld  irot 
allow  me  lo  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactive 
in  this  mailer.  .Anil  1  call  upon  senators,  upon 
grave,  considerate  seirators,  heads  of  lamilies,  la- 
thers of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  authority  and 
inrtirence  lo  slay  a  practice  as  urisriited  lo  the  en- 
lightened age  in  w  hich  we  live,  as  it  is  revolting  to 
the  moral  and  religious  feeling  of  the  country.  I 
call  upon  thenr  by  their  regard  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion, upon  whom  the  hopes  of  the  eourrlry  rest;  by 
their  regard  to  the  eternal  and  immutable  princi- 
ples of  moral  rectitude;  by  every  consideration  of 
justice  and  hiiinanity;  by  the  duly  they  owe  to 
God  and  their  country,  to  give  their  aid  and  sup- 
jiort  to  a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  of 
the  natron,  arrd  no  less  necessarv  to  mainlairr  Iree- 
dom  of  discussion  here,  than  it  Is  essential  to  per- 
sonal security,  and  lo  the  preservation  of  law,  li- 
berty, and  social  order. 

'i'lre  bill  was  then  read  twice,  by  geneml  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Several  private  bills  were  read  n  thinl  time  and 
passed;  after  which  a  iiunrber  of  similar  bills  were 
severally  considered  and  oi'dered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  .S7»ffngeaiMresse>l  the  senate  until  4  o'clock, 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  when,  without  having  conclu- 
ded his  remarks,  he  yielded  the  floor  lor  a  motion 
for  adjournment;  and 

The  senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow, 

March  3.  After  the  presentation  and  reference 
of  a  number  of  )>etitions,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  resolu- 
tion formerly  offered  by  him,  and  laiil  on  the  table, 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  tn^asirry  for  state- 
ments of  the  amount,  Uc.  of  public  land  granti  d  to 
certain  new  stales,  and  of  that  sold  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  was  takeii  up,  nrndificd  by  Mr.  S. 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  Indiana,  and  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  i)ini'.  having  referred  to  a  resolution  for- 
merly otlered  by  him  calling  on  the  secretary  of 
the  treasirr)-  for  a  copj'  of  the  reply  of  the  Me.>srs. 
Blunt,  to  a  statement  of  the  fifth  auditor  in  relation 
to  light -houses,  and  to  tile  reply  ol  the  secretary  of 
the  Ireasuiy  to  that  resolution^  that  there  was  no 
such  (locurrrent  ill  the  d.'parlment,  said  this  reply 
of  the  Messrs.  Blunt  had  since  been  Inrvvarded. 
Mr.  D.  would  state  that  these  gentlemen  hud  turn- 
ed their  attention  to  this  subject,  and  had  made  a 
commrrnication  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv,  to 
which  the  fifth  auditor  had  made  a  reply.  I'his 
doenment,  which  Mr.  D.  had  in  his  possession,  was 
the  rejoinder  of  the  IMessis.  Blirrit.  Mr.  U.  had 
looked  it  over,  and  found  that  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  information  important  and  useful  to  the 
countrv.  He  would  now  present  it,  and  move  that 
it  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  comruittee  on  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  D.  wished  to  add,  that  from  information  de- 
rived from  this  and  other  sources,  he  was  convinc- 
ed that  Ihe  system  of  li;ht-houses  in  this  country 
was  gnatly  inferior  to  those  of  France  and  of  Eng- 
land. This  subject  was  important  and  necessary 
to  the  public  safety  and  interest.  It  was  importairt 
in  this,  that  rnany'of  our  light-horrses  emitted  but 
a  feeble  light,  wliieh  could  be  seen  only  a  few  miles, 
in  consequence  of  imperfection  in  the  reflectors; 
whereas,  in  Frarrce  such  improvements  had  been 
made  that  they  could  be  seen  as  far  as  the  figure  of 
the  earth  would  allow.  They  had  been  seerT  at  the 
distance  of  thirty  miles.  This  document  ]iroved 
that  some  of  our  light  houses  were  in  a  very  unsa- 
tisfactory condition.  In  one  case  a  vessel  with  a 
car^o  worth  .«:?0il,(l(10  had  been  lost,  becarrsc  the 
light  could  be  seen  but  a  short  distance.  Such 
lights,  if  drpendid  on  at  all,  were  worse  than  none. 
The  committee  on  conrrrrerce  had,  last  year,  insert- 
ed a  clause  improving  the  light-house  bill.  Some 
light -houses  bad  been  so  badly  located  that  they 
had  never  been  lighted  ;  others  were  foirnd  to  be  of 
verr  little  irtilily  ;  and  it  was  required  by  that  bill 
that  an  examination  should  he  made,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  navy  commissioners,  of  every  spot  on 
which  it  was  proposed  to  erect  a  light-hcusc.  TI.e 
consequences  had  been,  that  there  was  now  up- 
wards of  g.-2n(),nno  of  the  appropriations  for  this 
purpose  remaiiiing  unexpentled,  because  the  pro- 
posed sites  were  deemed  to  be  bad.  Birt  the  great 
ehjpct  in  this  document  dill  not  relate  so  much  lo 
Ihe  location  as  to  the  improved  characler  of  Ihe 
light.     Mr.  D.  hoped  the  committee  would  look  in- 
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to  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  senate  if  any  im- 
provements could  be  made. 

The  document  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J.  Lawler  and 
S.  M.  Niles  ;  of  P.  iVI.  Bohanan  ;  of  Francis  Gard- 
iner ;  of  Benjamin  JVIoore;  of  Eli  Horton  ;  of  Johh 
M.  Oliver;  of  the  heirs  of  general  William  Eaton  ; 
and  the  bill  to  provide  tor  the  uniibrm  payment  for 
horses  lust  iu  tlie  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Davis,  of 
JMary  A.  Patrick,  and  of  Philip  Revere  and  his  le- 
gal representatives  were  severally  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Various  private  bills  from  the  other  house  were 
read  twice,  ajid  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

JMr.  Strange  concluded  his  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mcrrickhaviag  expressed  his  desire  to  speak 
on  the  subject  on  Monday, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

March  5.  The  tbllowing  among  other  memori- 
als, 8ic.  were  presented  this  day. 

By  Mr.  Clay:  from  Jonathan  Thomson,  of  New 
York,  stating  that  he  had  been  for  many  years  col- 
lector of  that  port,  more  than  !iS100,000,U00  of  the 
public  money  having  passed  through  his  hands; 
that  he  had  fulfilled  all  l)is  engagements  to  the  last 
cent;  and  praying  the  surrender  of  the  various 
bonds  he  had  given.  Referred,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  U'righl :  from  William  Wells  and  other 
citizens  of  Bulfalo,  praying  congress  to  pass  a  law 
to  indemnify  him  for  the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline. 

By  Mr.  Claij :  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Hamp- 
shire county,  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the 
exaction  of  specie  by  the  post  oflice  department, 
and  stating  that  Stockton  and  Stokes,  the  mail  con- 
tractors, whilst  they  were  receiving  specie,  were 
issuing  their  small  notes  to  an  unknown  amo\int. 
Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  post  oHice  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Grundy  objected,  regarding  it  as  a  matter  of 
finance.  Mr.  Cluy  was  satisfied  that  to  whichever 
committee  it  might  go,  there  would  be  no  remedy 
provided.  But  if  the  shin-plasters  menlioned  in 
the  memorial  were  to  be  suppressed,  it  was  the  ap- 
propriate business  of  the  post  office  committee. 

Mr.  GruTi'ly  disclaimed  such  jurisdiction  for  that 
committee,  and  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  JP^rz?/!^,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  act  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Wisconsin,  chartering  the  Statebank  of 
Wisconsin  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  together  with  a 
joint  resolution  annulling  that  act.  Read,  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  providing 
for  tile  maintenance  of  our  frontier  neutiality,  with 
various  amendments,  restricting  the  seizures  to 
**  arms  and  munitions  of  war,"  aiid  limiting  to  ships 
at  sea  the  proviso,  tliat  the  action  under  the  bill 
shall  not  interfere  with  any  trade  carried  on  accord- 
ing to  existing  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,  thus 
excluding  the  frontier  conterininious  trade  from  an 
appeal,  under  the  bill,  to  said  law  and  treaties  ;  al- 
so, limiting  the  bill  to  two  years,  from  apprehended 
practical  imperfections.  The  other  amendments 
were  slight 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

[See  the  bill  in  the  proceedings  of  the  house  on 
Friday  last.] 

The  following  resolutions  were  olfered  and  agreed 
to: 

By  Mr.  Webster:  calling  on  the  secretaries  of 
the  war,  navy,  and  treasury  departments,  for  the 
names  of  all  persons,  in  and  since  the  year  1832. 
a|ipoinled  as  pension  agents;  the  authority  under 
wliich  the  appointments  were  made;  copies  of  the 
instructions  given  them;  the  forms  of  commission  ; 
the  su:ns  advanced  to  Ihcm,  and  the  times  of  those 
advances  ;  the  amount  [laid  at  each  office  ;  the  ave- 
rage balancfs  remaining;  and  tlio  average  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  each  agent  at  a  time 
iiamed;  together  with  copies  of  all  letters  from 
pension  agents  asking  advances,  or  other  compen- 
sation. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  a  compiviiy  ill  Wisconsin  certain  pre-emplion 
right.1,  to  enable  them  to  construct  a  canal  between 


the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  charter  of  said  company. 

By  Mr.  King :  instructing  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  to 
merchants  of  Mobile  the  costs  incurred  by  them  in 
renewing  their  duty  bonds,  which,  Mr.  K.  stated, 
sometimes  equalled  half  the  whole  amount  of  the 
bonds,  and  had  in  no  case  been  less  than  one-fourth; 
a  loss  which  they  woiihl  not  have  incurred  if  they 
had  not  believed  that  the  act  of  congress  would  re- 
lieve, instead  of  thus  oppressing  them,  in  its  effect. 

By  Mr.  Wright:  referring  to  the  committee  on 
finance  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war  to  the  president  as  relates  to  the  safe-keeping, 
&c.  of  money  appropriated  for  Indian  tribes  and  in- 
di\'idual  Indians. 

By  Mr.  Young:  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war 
for  a  copy  of  a  recent  report  of  a  survey  with  re- 
ference to  improvements  in  the  Illinois  and  Kas- 
kaskias  rivers,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  ne- 
cessary to  remove  the  various  obstructions  to  navi- 
gation. 

The  house  bill  making  appropriations  for  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners  for  1838,  was  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Davis,  of  Da- 
vid A.  Patrick,  and  of  Philip  Revere  and  his  legal 
representatives,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Merrick  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill  till 
half  past  .3  o'clock,  resting  his  objections  on  vari- 
ous particulars,  and  arguing  especially  against  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency. 

Mr.  jVurvell  having  obtained  the  floor  for  to-mor- 
row, the  senate  held  an  executive  session;  after 
which. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Bargy,  and  the  bill 
to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Michigan, 
were  severally  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed (or  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  considered,  at  much  length,  the  bill 
to  create  a  survej'or  general's  office  for  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Davis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  its  engrossment,  which  were  ordered, 
and  there  appeared — yeas  16,  nays  10.  This  num- 
ber not  being  a  quoi^um,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Mireh  6.  Amongthe  petitions  presented  to-day 
were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Linn:  from  a  company  in  Wisconsin, 
praying  a  eranf  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a 
canal  near  Milwaukie. 

Bv  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky:  from  Mr.  Watson, 
of  New  York,  a  sclieme  for  a  national  internal  im- 
p'ovement  and  loan  company,  as  a  regulator  of  the 
currency,  and  fiscal  agent  cf  the  government 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Imliana:  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  in- 
structing her  senators  and  requesting  her  represen- 
tatives to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  providing  that  notes  of  all  the 
state  banks  that  may  redeem  their  notes  in  specie 
on  demand,  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  very  happy  to  find  that  his 
colleague  and  himself  had  not  been  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  state. 
He  entirely  concuried  with  the  legislature  on  this 
particular  point.  He  lied  already  given  his  views 
at  large  on  the  whole  subject,  and  he  would  not 
detain  the  senate,  at  this  time,  further  than  rcerely 
to  say  that  it  would  aiford  him  great  pleasure  to 
aid  in  the  object  of  the  resolution.  The  resolution 
spoke  of  public  lands  alone  for  which  tlie  jiaper  of 
a  specie-paying  banks  should  be  received.  Mr.  S. 
went  the  whole  on  that  point;  he  would  extend  the 
principle  to  all  government  dues,  as  embraced  by 
the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Virginia  to  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  and  he  would  go  for  that  amend- 
ment as  the  onlv  plan  submitted,  or  likely  to  be,  to 
carry  into  effect  that  principle  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  the  resolution  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his 
"private  secretary. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  to  prevent 
the  giving  or  accepting  of  challenges  to  duels  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  amendments,  the 
principal  one  of  which  was  the  substituting  for  the 
penalty  of  death,  from  ten  to  twenty  years' confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary. 

The  ainendmonts  were  read,  and  the  bill  was 
made  the  special  order  for  Moi  day  next. 

After  several  other  bills  of  minor  importance  had 
been  reported, 


Mr.  Niles  offered  the  following,  which  being  ob 
jected  to,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resoloed,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ani 
the  postmaster  general  be  directetl  to  comiiiiinicat 
to  the  senate  copies  of  any  correspondence  betwee' 
their  respective  departments  and  the  Metropoli 
bank  of  this  district,  with  a  statement  of  fact 
touching  the  conduct  of  that  bunk  as  a  public  de 
pository  and  fiscal  agent,  and  particularly  in  rela 
tion  to  the  conduct  of  that  bank  in  attempting  t 
retain  the  public  money  in  its  possession,  to  p 
pretended  claims  not  allowed  by  competent  authc  j'jy 
rity. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bi 
to  create  a  surveyor  general's  office  for  the  state  ( 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Prentiss  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikin 
out  the  salary  of  §;2,000  and  inserting  1,200 

After  a  protracted  conversation  by  Messrs.  C/ai 
of  Alabama,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Young,  Wallce. 
and  others,  the  amendment  was  carried — yeas  2( 
nays  18;  and. 

On  motion   of  Mr.   Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  bi  JjJ 
was,   for  the   present,   laid  on  the  table — yeas  2" 
nays  13. 

The  bills  to  create  an  additional  land  office  i 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  for  the  relii 
of  Peter  Bargy,  were  severally  read  a  third  litt  ft 
and  passed 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  11  «»« 
sub-treasury  bill,  and  the  substitute  for  it  oftere  '^> 
by  Mr.  Rives.  Mr.  Norvell  spoke  two  hours  i  liiffi 
favor  of  the  bill.  No  other  senator  rising  to  spea  ».Jii 
on  the  question — Mr.  Tallmadge  remarked  that 
veral  senators  were  at  present  absent,  he  therefo' 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow  raoriiiiililii 
with  the  understanding  that  the  vote  should  I  iilq 
talien  on  Mr.  Rives's  substitute.  Mr.  Wrig  ilr.i 
would   consent  to  the  delay,  but  preferred  that  tl  *iil 
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bill  should  be  passed  informally,  that  it  might  n 
loose  its  place  in  point  of  precedence.  Mr.  B^  s 
c/jaiia?i  then  rose,  and  said  he  had  been  waiting  son 
time  fbt  an  occasion  on  which  it  would  be  pr 
per  for  him,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  whi<|iii«[ll 
he  had  received  from  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl 
nia,  to  move  to  postpone  this  bill  till  the  next  se 
sion  of  congress.  Mr.  B's  colleague  (Mr.  McKeai  ibi-v 
had  told  him  that  he  thought  "the  period  forth 
motion  had  arrived  several  days  ago.  Mr.  B.  no  mijll 
moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  se  piJ 
sion  of  congress,  with  the  understanding  that  t  ffc 
vote  should  be  taken  on  this  question  to-morrc  mii 
morning,  prior  to  the  vote  on  Mr.  Rives's  substitnl  ^. 
and  Mr.  B.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tl  ' 
motion,  which  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over 

The  bill  to  maintain  our  neutrality  on  the  fro 
tier  was  received  from  the  house,  taken  up  by  t 
senate,  and  on  account  of  the  supposed  importan 
of  the  senate's  amendment,  in  which  the  house  h 
non-concurred,  (  the  amendment  excluding  t 
frontier  conterminious  tride  from  an  appeal 
treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,)  the  bill  was,  I  ^^\ 
the  present,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

The  bill  to  create  a  surveyor  general's  office 
the  state  of  Illinois,  was  taken  up,  and  after  a  br 
conversation,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  K 
was  again  laid  on  tlie  table.  Ayes  20,  noes  r 
counted 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  t  ^,^1 
bill  supplemenlaiy  to  the  "Act  to  amend  the  jlK 
ciary  system  of  the  United  States."     After  soi  ^^ 
conversation  of  a  legal  character. 

On  motion  of  Mr.^  Webster,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  stated  that  he  had  consulted 
committee  on  finance  in  relation  to  (he  amendmi 
of  the  senate,  non-concurred  in  by  the  house, 
the  bill  to  maintain  our  frontier  neut;ality;  and  tl 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  senate  ought 
insist  on  their  amendment  on  account  of  its  imp- 
tance.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  bill  be  tak 
up,  that  the  senate  do  insist,  and  appoint  on  th 
part,  a  committee  of  conference,  in  case  the  h 
should  insist  on  its  non-concurrence. 

These  motions  were  severally  and  success! 
agreed  to. 

The  senate  adjourned  after  an  executive  ses; 

March  7.     We   are  indebted  to  the  "Globe' 
the  following  abstract  of  this  day's  proceedin 
They  will  be  recorded  in  detail  in  our  next 

In   the   senate   to-day,  the   presentation   by    P 
Tathnadge  of  the   memorial  of  certain  citizen^ 
New    York     against    the     independent    treasi 
scheme,  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  the  most  iiitere* 
ing  character,  in   which  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  W    ^ 
stcr,  and    Wright,  took  part.     After  the  dischn 
of  some  business  of  little  general  interest,  the  qu 
tion  came  up,  on  the  moVion  of  Mr.  Bvclh 
postpone   the   consideration    of  the    indepcnd 
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easury  bill  until  tlie  next  session  of  congress.  A 
einarks  were  in^de  hy  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Web- 
er, Morris,  and  Preslon,  wlu-n  the  question  was 
ken  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  and  it  was  de- 
ded  in  tlie  negative  bv  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  BavanI,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
entucky,  Clayton,  Ciitlendcn,  Davis,  Grundy, 
night,  McKe'an,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
ives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
■d,  Spence,  Swift," Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
id  White— 23. 

NVYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
Dun,  Clay,  of  Alaba:na,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
ird,  Kitij,  Linn,   Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris.  Mou- 

n,  N'ieholas,  Niles,  Nnrvcll,  Pierce,  Roanf,  Rob- 
ison,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
roller.  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
'onng — 29. 

An  amendment  to  Mr.  River's  substitute  was 
hen  moved  bv  Mr.  Preslon.  .A.lter  remarks  by 
iessrs.  Preston,  lUves.  CItiii.  and  Buchnnan,  Ih 
^nate,  at  a  late  hour  in   the  afternoon,  went  into 

ecutive  business. 


this  act  contained  be  so  construed  as  to  extend 
to,  or  interfere  with,  any  trade  with  or  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  or  with  any  parties  en- 
gaged in  war:  which  trade  is  now  authorised  either 
by  treaty  or  the  laws  of  nations. 

Sec.  3  -/nrf  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  officer  making  any  seizure  under 
this  act,  to  make  application,  «ilh  due  diligence, 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  within  which  such  seizure  may  be 
made  for  a  warrant  to  justify  the  deletdion  of  the 
property  so  seized,  which  warrant  shall  be  granteil 
ordy  on  oath  or  atfirLnalion,  showing  that  there  is 
probable  cause  to  believe  that  the  property  so 
seized  is  intended  lo  be  used  in  a  manner  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act:  and  if  said  judge  shall 
refuse  to  issue  such  warrant,  or  application  there- 
for shall  not  be  made  by  the  oflicer  making  such 
seizure  within  a  reasonable  time  thereafter,  the  saiil 
property  shall  forthwith  Ifr  restore<l  to  the  owner. 
But  if  "the  said  judge  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
seizure  was  justified  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  issue  his  warrrnt  accordingly,  then  the 
same  shall  be  detained  by  the  officer  so  seizing 
said  property,  until  the  president  shall  order  it  to 
be  restored  to  the  owner  or  claimant,  or  until  it 
shall  be  discharged  in  due  course  of  law,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  clamant,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sf.c.  4.  Jud  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatthe  ownei 
or  claimant  of  any  property  seized  under  this  act, 
may  file  his  petition  in  the  circuit  or  district  court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  district  were  such  sei- 
zure was  made,  setting  forth  llie  facts  in  the  ease: 
and  thereupon  such  court  shall  proceed,  with  all 
convenient  despatch,  after  causing  due  notice  lo  hr 
given  to  the  district  attorney  and  officer  making 
such  seizure,  to  decide  njion  the  said  case,  and 
order  restoration  of  the  property,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  the  seizure  was  authorised  by  this  act: 
and  the  circuit  and  district  courts  shall  have  juris- 
diction and  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority,  to  try  and  determine  all  cases  which  may 
arise  under  this  act;  and  all  issues  in  fact  arising 
under  it,  shall  be  decided  by  a  jury  in  the  manner 
now  provided  by  law. 

Sec  5.  .tlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  officer  making  any  sei/.ure  under  this  act 
shall  have  applied  for  ami  obtained  a  warrant  for 
the  detention  of  the  property, or  the  claimant  shall 
have  filed  a  petition  for  its  restoration,  and  failed 
to  obtain  if,  and  the  property  so  seized,  shall  have 
been  in  the  custody  of  the  officer  for  the  term  of 
three  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  such 
seizure,  it  shall  and  may  bo  lawful  for  the  claimant 
or  owner  to  file  with  the  officer  a  bond  to  the 
amount  of  double  the  value  of  the  property  so  seiz- 
ed and  obtained,  with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  or  district 
court,  with  a  condition  that  the  property,  when  re- 
stored, shall  not  be  used  or  employed  by  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, with  his  or  their  privily,  in  carrying  on  any 
military  expedition  or  operations  within  the  terri- 
tory or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state, 
or  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  couterminious 
with  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace;  and  thereupon  the  said  olficer 
shall  restore  such  property  to  the  owner  or  claimant 
thus  giving   bond:  Provided,  that  such  restoration 
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frida'-i,  March  2.     Mr.   Grennell,  of  Massachu- 

lil  ;tts,   and    Mr.   Granllaml,  of  Georgia,    were   an- 

ounced  as  being  appointed  by  the  chair  to  fill  the 

acancies   occasioned   by  the  resignation   of  Mr. 

'4riggs  and  Mr.  Harrison,  on  the  select  committee 

vestigate  the  causes  of  the  deaths  of  the  late 

on.  Jonathan  Cilley. 
's  In  the  place  of  Mr  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Craig,  of 
lo  irginia,  is  now  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
11)  evolutionary  claims,  and  Mr.  Poller  wasappointed 
il  J  fill  up  the  vacancy  on  said  committee. 
?  Mr.  .Mains  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to 
:;!  ibinit  a  motion  to  grant  the  use  of  the  hall  on 
<i  'uesd.ay  evening  next  to  Mr.  Buckingham,  to  deli- 
h  br  a  public  introductory  lecluie  on  the  subject  of 
soilgypt. 

pi  Objection  being  made,  Mr.  A.  moved  a  suspen- 
'*«  ;on  of  the  rule;  when  the  vote  being  78  to  41,  no 
ill  uorum, 

\i  Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
.«  rere — yeas  92,  nays  60. 

Ill  Reportsof  committees  were  then  called  for.  Af'er 
Meveral  had  been  received,  the  house  passed  to  the 
.1  pecial  order,  being  the  neutrality  bill,  reported 
ill  y  the  com;nittee  on  foreign  affairs  yesterday,  the 
™  «nafe  bill  having  been  laid  on  the  table  this  inorn- 
ilil  ag.  This  important  bill  was  as  follows: 
ill  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  ajainst  the  United  Slates,  and  to  repeal 
f«  the  acts  therein  mentioned,"  approved  twentieth 
!vt  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Il"  Be  it  enacted  bv  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
id  resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  .imerica  incon- 
;l  ress  assembled,  Thatthe  several  collectors,  naval 
al  fficers,  surveyors,  inspectors  of  customs,  the  mar- 
"-Sl  hals  and  deputy  inarsiialsof  the  United  States,  and 

very  other  officer  who  may  be  specially  empower- 

d  for  the  purpose  by  the  president  of  Iho  ITnitcd 
to  Uates,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respeelivelj' 
ik'  uthorised  and  required  lo  seize  and  detain  any 
i', 'esselor  other  means  or  materials  which  may  be 
B'lrovided  or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition 

ir  enterprise,  contrary  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
f'l  ict  jiassed  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hiin- 

'i' '.red  and  eijhteen,  entitled  "An  act  in   addition  to  i  a  new  violation  "of  any  of  the   provisions  of  this 
'■I  he  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  I  act 


the  United  States,  or  of  the  mililia,  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  violation,  and  to  enforce  the 
due  execution,  of  this  iict,  and  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  this  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  comniiltee  on  foreign  allairs,  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  amenrling  Ihe 
senate's  bill  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  members  of  the  house.  He  trusted  that  this 
bill  would  be  more  acceptable,  and  hoped  that  the 
clerk  would  read  it  by  sections,  so  thai  the  amend- 
ments, if  any,  might  be  proposed  in  regular  order 
lo  the  bill. 
The  first  section  being  read, 
Mr.  L'ndirwood  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
which  aullioiized  the  president  to  release  goods 
which  may  be  taken  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  U.  slated  Ihi'  reason  why  he  moved  Ihis 
amenilment  lo  be,  lo  prohibit  the  president  from 
acting  in  n  judicial  cap;icity. 

Mr.  Ilou-ard  staleil  llial  ibis  provision  was  inlro- 
diiced,  because  it  was  considered  that  the  president 
was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these  cases.  He 
was  fully  acquainted  with  our  relations  with  for- 
reign  countries,  which  made  him  more  competent 
to  judge  in  such  cases  than  Ihe  judges  of  courts. 
If  the  matter  was  referred  lothe  courts, there  might 
be  difference  of  opinion  between  Die  jndp<s  in 
consequence  of  the  information  which  was  in  their 
possession;  but  the  president,  having  all  Ihe  infor- 
mation couki  decide  more  uiidersiandiiu;ly  and 
properly.  It  was  a  mere  power  lo  releive  property 
that  had  been  seized,  and  might  be  assimilated  to 
the  pardoning  power.  He  trusted,  therefore,  Ihat 
the  amendment  proposed  hy  the  gentleman  fronu 
Kentucky  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Underwood  replied,  that  if  it  was  proposed 
to  give  this  power  to  the  president  in  conseijueiice 
ofitsbeinir  merely  a  pardoning  power,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  it,  as  he  now  had  that  power  under 
Ihe  constllution  and  laws  without  further  legislation. 
His  objection  to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to 
strike  out,  was,  that  it  invested  the  executive  with 
judicial  powers,  and  powers  which  belongeil  exclu- 
sively to  the  judiciary  department;  because  it  ena- 
bled him  to  determine  whether  or  riot  an  offence 
had  been  commilfed.  He  apprehended  it  would  not 
do  in  this  country  to  vest  judicial  powers  in  the  ex- 
Mr.  McKay  considered  that  it  would  be  entirely 
improper  to  strike  out  this  clause.  It  simply  gave 
power  to  the  executive,  in  cases  where  property 
had  been  seized,  to  release  it.  The  law  )jiovided 
for  the  seizure  of  properly,  but  not  for  ils  Ibi  Ifilnre; 
therefore,  it  was  proper'that  tlie  president  should 
have  the  power  to  release  it,  under  certain  circum- 
stances. In  case  this  amendment  prevailed,  and 
the  clause  was  struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  re- 
stored by  the  judgment  of  courts;  and  where  Ihey 
had  been  seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of 
the  law,  there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss  to  the 
citizens  in  certain  cases. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  then  disagreed  to. 
The  second  section  being  read, 
Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  strike  out  that  ])art  of  the 
section  which  made  the  bill  applicable  only  to  con- 
terminous territories.  Mr.  F.  remarked  that  it 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  lillle  danger  of 
getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries  which  did 


he  United   Stales,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 

nentioned."  and  to  retain   possession  of  the  same 

intil  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had  thereon, 

ir  until  the  same  shall  be  released  as  herinafler  di- 

ected. 

Sec  2.  .ind  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 

^  'al  officers  mentioned  in  the  lorecoing  section  shall 

>e  and  they  are  hereby,  rsspectfiilly  authorised  and 

i"I'-equired  to  seize  any   vessel  or  vehicle,  and  all 

<''' irms  or  munitions  of  war,  about  lo  pass   the   fron- 

''  ier  of  the  United  States   for  any  place  within  any 

'i*  breign  state  or  colony  conterminous  with  the  Uni- 

ed  States,  where  the  character  of  the  vessel  or  ve- 

■'"  licle  and  the  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions,  or 

>ther  circumstances,  shall  furnish  probable  cause 

*'lo  believe  that  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle,  arms,  or 

nunilions  of  war.  are  intended  to  be  employed  by 

!'""f:he  owner  or  owners  thereof  or  any  other  person 

)r  persons,  with  hi-  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on 

my  military  expedition  or  operations  within  the 

erritory   or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince   or 

state,  or  any   colony,  district,  or  people   confer 

■ninons  with  the  United  States,  and  with  whom  the 

'  'United  States  are  at  peace,  and  detain  the  same 

iiitil  the  decision  of  the  president   be  had  for  the 

•e^toration   of  the  same,  or    until  such    property 

ihall  ie  discharged  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of 

lompetent  jurisdiction:  Provided,  That  nothing  in 


shall'not  prevent  seizure   from  being  again   made  I  not   lie    contiguous  to  the   United    Stairs;  but   he 
incase  there  may  exist  fresh  cause  to  apprehend  |  thought  our  legislation  ought  lo  be   uniform.     He 
■  ■   ■■  ■"  ■'  ■  ■  "  ■'  '     bad  an  obj.^clion  to  having  a  law  passed   by  con- 

gress which  suhjecled   his  constituents  to  a  rule 
which  was  not  general,  ami  fiir  Ihis  reason  he  hop- 


Sec.  6.  Jnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  apprehended  and  committed  for  trial,  for 
any  offence  against  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall 
when  admiUed  to  bail  for  his  appearance,  give 
such  additional  security  as  the  judge  admitting  him 
to  bail  may  require,  not  to  vioUate,  nor  to  aid  in 
violating,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Sec.  7.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
thepresident  of  the'Uuited  Statns  shall  hav 
son  to  believe  that  olfences  have  b'>en,  or  are 
to  be,  committed  against  the  provisions  of  the  act 
hereby  amended,  witiiin  any  judicial  district,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  him,  in  his  'discretion,  to  direct 
the  judje,  marshal,  and  district  attorney  of  such 
district  to  attend  at  such  place  within  the  district, 
and  for  such  time  as  he  may  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  more  speedy  arid  convenint  arre-t 
and  examination  of  persons  charged  with  the  vio- 
lalion  of  the  act  hereby  amended;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  every  such  jiil;e,  orother  officer,  when 
any  such  requisition  shall  be  received  by  him,  to 
attend  at  the  place  and  for  the  time  therein  desig- 
nated. 

Sec  8.  .dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
sucli  person  as  he  may  empower  for  that  purpose. 
to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 


ed  his  amendment  might  prevail 

Mr.  Howard  remarked  that  it  was  necesssary 
to  shape  our  legi.ilalion  to  the  circumstanc^s  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  out  for 
service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries,  and  it 
now  I'ecame  necessary  to  pass  laws  to  preserve  our 
neulralily  with  conterminous  countries,  and  Ihis  law 
.,  had  been  intniduced  to  elfecl  that  object.  He 
n,  or  are  likely    hoped  the  amendments  would  not  jirevail. 

Mr.  Holsey  contended  that  this  bill  was  about  to 
place  us  in  the  same  relation  to  conterminous 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  countries, 
if  it  passeil,  and  urged  upon  the  genlleinan  from 
New  York  to  withdraw  his  proposition  to  ainenil. 

Mr.  Fillmore  sustained  his  amendment  on  the 
irround  that  the  bill  created  invidious  distinctions 
which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the  legislation  of  any 
country. 

Mr.  Peck  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
amendment;  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  di.'^agrced 
to. 

Mr.  Krrrett  movei\  loslrikeout  tbatclau?e  which 
provided  that  the  law  should  not  interfere  with  the 
trade  authorized  to  be  carried  on  by  the  laws  of 
nations:  lost. 
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M.r.  Robertson,  moved  to  strike  out  all  alter  the 
enactin"  clause  to  line  sixteen,  and  insert  an 
amendnK'nt  which  he  sent  to  the  chair,  providing 
that  in  all  cases  of  seizures,  affidavit  should  lirst  be 
made,  and  a  warrant  issued. 

Mr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  house,  on 
tliK  "round  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  making 
seizures  without  due  couise  of  law,  as  was  propos- 
ed to  be  done  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pallon.  replied  to  Mr.  R.  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  im- 
mediately after  the  seizure,  a  warrant  should  be 
obtained  in  due  form  from  some  judicial  officer,  for 
the  pur|>ose  of  holding  the  property  seized.  This 
he  contended  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  and  he  aruued  that  if 
a^warrant  under  oatli  was  to  be  obtainid  bidbre 
seizure,  that  the  law  would  lie  wholly  iuellectual, 
as  it  would  in  almost  every  instance,  if  not  in  every 
on.',  Ik'  evaded, 

Mr.  Menifee  then  address--d  the  house  at  some 
length,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its 
unconslilutiojialili-. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Legare,  Mencfee,  Maxwell,  and   Underivuod;  when, 

Mr.  Cashman  said,  that  wishing  to  bring  the 
house  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  question,  he  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded — S3  to 
41,  and  the  main  question  ordered  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Andeison,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Uruyn,  By- 
num,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Wni.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington  Davies,  Deberry,  De- 
Grair,  Droomgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Evans,  Far- 
rington,  R.  Fletcher,  Foster.  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, Gray,  Grennel,  Griffin,  fialey.  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
ry, Hodinan,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
VV.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  J.  VV. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilh,  Lawler, 
Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Ly- 
on, James  M.  Mason,  Sampson  Mason,  Majtin, 
Maxwell,  McICay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  MclCim,  MclCennan,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Potter.  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Ridgway, 
Rives,  Sergeant,  Shetfer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,C.  Shep- 
ard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Tilus, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener.  Webster,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  VVhitllesoy, 
L.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams— 
130. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bond,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Herod,  J.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Mal- 
lory,  Marvin,  Maury,  Menefee,  Mitchell,  Monlgo- 
merv.  Calvary  Morris,  Naylur,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Plumer,  Pope,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Thomp- 
son, Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Yell, 
Yorke— 45. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  bill  having  been  engrossed  was  read  a  third 
timf,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning  for  the  relief  of 
Pott-.'r  and  Cassedy,  ot  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  directing  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  oirice  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land 
covered  by  grants  made  to  Anthony  Shane  and 
Lewis  Godfrey,  in  section  IG,  township  14,  range 
2  east,  in  Lima  district  Ohio,  was  read  a  third  lime 
and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Paine  and  Arnold,  was  also  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Sundry  bills  and  a  joint  resolution  from  the  sen- 
ate were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  their 
appropriate  standing  committees. 

Mr.  JIdains  asked  leave  to   submit  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the   secretaries  of  the  treasury,  vvar, 
and   riavy,  for  a   return  of  the  names  of  pension 
a"ents,  agencies,  £<.c.  but  it  wa.s  objected  lo. 
''On  motion  of  Mr.  Ilo/ikinx, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Salurdaij.  Miirch  3.  .\  report  of  the  commiltee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  orphans' court,  was  again  taken 


up,  and  its   further  consideration   postponed  until 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported,  with  an  amendment,  senate  bill 
(No.  113.)  respecting  counterfeiting  copper,  gold, 
silver,  and  other  coins  of  the  United  States. 

Some  business  of  more  importance  having  been 
disposed  of. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  slating  that  since  the  answer 
of  the  department  of  the  6lh  of  February  to  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  11th  of  October, 
1837,  it  had  been  found,  on  examining  it,  that  co- 
pies of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  correspon- 
dence with  general  Jesup  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion were  accidentally  omitted  to  be  furnished,  and 
trans.mitling  said  copies. 

He  also  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  trsnsinHting  the  testimony  taken 
under  an  order  of  the  house  of  the  3d  of  July, 
1S36,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  John  Jones  and 
olhers  for  work  done  on  the  Pea  Patch  island. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  proceeded  in  sup- 
port of  his  resolution,  as  modified  by  himself,  until 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  when  lie  gave 
way. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  ap- 
propriating this  day  to  the  discussion  of  private 
bills,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appropria- 
tion bill:  and  upon  this  motion  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion 
to  suspend  prevailed  by  the  following  vote,  (re- 
quiring two-thirds) — Yeas  121,  nays  36. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  pension  ap- 
propriation bill  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the  bill,  an 
animated  discussion  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Curtis,  Chandler,  Cambreleng,  Cushman,  IJaynes, 
and  Marvin.  Finally  Mr.  Taylor  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

On  seconding  the  call  for  the  previous  question 
the  vote  (by  tellers)  stood — 65  ayes,  63  noes.  So 
there  was  a  second. 

The  question  being,  "shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put?"  Mr.  i?cf(/ demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
On  thisdemand,  (requiring  one-fillh  of  the  mem- 
bers present,)  the  division  was  26  to  lll.j. 

Mr.  Jldams  said  that  as  the  division  was  so  close, 
he  would  prefer  another  count. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lewis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay;  12  mem- 
bers only  rising,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  or- 
dered. 

The  question  on  adjournment  (by  tellers)  result- 
ing in  the  following  division — Ayes  71,  noes  70, 
the  chair  voted  in  the  negative,  and  the  motion  was 
lost. 

Another  count  was  then  had  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  result  of  which  was — Ayes  26, 
noes  112;  and  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  put;  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  this 
day,  without  a  division. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  house  adjourned. 

[The  remarks  of  Messrs.  Curlis,  Chandler,  &.c. 
shall  have  a  place  hereafter.] 

Monday,  March  5.  This  being  the  day  set 
apart  by  the  rules  lor  the  presentation  of  resolutions, 
the  states  were  called  in  order,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  were  presented,  chiefly  of  a  local  or 
private  character.  The  following  were  among  the 
most  important: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  /ones,  of  Wisconsin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  territory  of  Wisconsin  to  take  the 
census,  ami  adopt  a  constitution  preparatory  to  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Douming, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of  re- 
organizing the  legi.-ilative  council  of  Florida  terri- 
tory, so  as  to  give  another  branch  to  said  council, 
to  lie  called  a  senate. 

Mr  Lawler  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day  under  the  rule; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  dis'-ontinue 
the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  of 
the  states,  under  proper  regulations atid  restiictions 
by  the  treasury  department,  in  the  collection  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  that  to  do  so  would  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  generally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  odice 
and  post  roads  be  inslriictedto  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  revising  the  rates  of  [loslage  on  news- 
papers and  other  printed  matter  conveyed  by  mail. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  Legare, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  committee  on  revohilionary 
pensions  be   injIructeJ   to   inquire  into  the  cxpe- 
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diency  of  granting  suitable  compensation  to  Mrs. 
Brown,  only  daughter  of  the  gallant  sergeant  Jas- , 
per,  of  South  Carolina,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  ^ 
Savannah,  after  the  most  distinguished  services  at 
the  atti.ck  upon  fort  Moultrie,  and  other  memora- 

H  occasions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
port to  this  house  tlie  cost  of  erecting  and  estab- 
lishing the  principal  mint  and  its  branches,  inclu- 
ding buildings,  fixtures,  and  apparatus,  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  dillerant  officers,  the  amouut 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  bullion,  the  loss  aris- 
ing from  wastage,  and  other  expenses,  and  the 
av'erat;e  length  of  time  il  requires  to  coin  at  the 
princi[)al  mint  all  the  bullion  with  which  it  can  be 
furnished;  and,  further,  what  amount  of  coin  has 
been  struck  at  the  several  branch  mints  since  their 
organization. 

'Mr.  Carter  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  whicli  lie  over  under  the  rule; 

"WHiereas  purity  in  the  adminslration  of  a  free 
government  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  obser- 
vance of  strict  economy  in  the  public  expenditures; 
and 

"Whereas  extravagance  and  prodigality  in  the 
management  and  disbusemenis  ol  the  public  reve- 
nue are  the  sure  indications  of  an  unjust  and  cor- 
rupt government;  and  whereas  a  free  government 
cannot  exist  where  public  officers  and  agents  are 
multiplied  beyond  the  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, merely  to  gratify  the  increasing  desire  for 
public  employment,  and  where  the  public  adminis- 
tration relies  for  its  support  more  upon  the  interest 
and  attachment  of  dependents,  and  the  amount  of 
patronage  under  its  control,  than  upon  the  impar- 
tial discernment  of  an  enlightened  community;  and 

"Whereas  public  officers  and  employments  have 
increased  of  late  in  a  degree  unprecedented  at  any 
fornuT  period  of  the  government;  and 

"Whereas  the  public  expenditures  have  increas- 
ed, within  the  last  nine  years,  from  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  that  being  near  the  average  of  the 
annual  expenditures  in  timr;  of  peace  up  to  th 
year  1829,  to  upwards  of  thirty-two  millions  since 
that  time;  and 

Whereas  these  facts  clearly  indicate  a  great  de- 
gree of  laxity  and  weakness  in  the  public  adminis- 
tration, or  a  wilful  abuse  of  the  powers  of  gove 
ment,  and  a  determination  to  rule  by  the  use  of 
patronage;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  house  the  c; 
which  have  led  to  the  late  extraordinary  increase 
of  public  officers  and  agents,  and  the  alarming  in- 
crease of  public  expenditure  within  the  last  nine 
years,  and  that  they  have  pov\er  lo  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers." 

Mr.  Mencfee  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

Resolved,  Thatthepresident  of  the  U.  States  be, 
"iniX  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this' 
house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest 
such  information  as  he  may  possess  relallve  to  the 
seizuie  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  acquired  since 
Ihe  date  of  his  late  messsage  on  that  subject,  the  \ 
measures  which  this  government  have  adopted  to 
obtain  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain  an  ex 
planalion  of  said  seizure,  and  Ihe  ground  which 
tlie  diplomatic  represenlalive  here  and  the  provin- 
cial authorities  of  Upper  Canada  have  assumed  in 
relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham,  of  N.  C. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  in 
structed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passinga 
law  of  Ihe  following  import,  constituting  the  com 
mitlee  of  elections:  "  r- 

That   on    the    third  day  of  the  session  of  each    T 


congress,  the  name  of  that  member  from  each  stale 
who  has  received  the  greatest  majority  of  votes  lor 
congress  among  his  own  delegation,  shall  be  de- 
nosited  in  box  number  one 


posireu  m  oox  numoerone.  , 

"That  the    names  of  all  the  other  members  of  'J 
congress  then  in  atlendance  shall  be  severally  put 
in  box  number  two. 

"That  a  boy  under  ten  years  old  shall  forthwilh 
proceed  to  draw  out  of  box  number  two  the  names 
often  members,  which  names,  so  drawn,  shall  be 
placed  in  bo.x  number  one. 

"That  box  number  one,  then  conlaining  thirty 
six  ballots  or  names,  shall  be  revolved  or  tumid 
three  times  round,  to  mix  the  ballots:  and  imme 
diately  a  boy  under  ten  years  old  shall,  after  each 
successive  revolution  of  the  box.dravv  out  one  bal-| 
lot,  until  the  names  of  twelve  members  of  congress 
he  so  drawn,  which  twelve  persons  shall  constiluti 
the  committee  of  elections. 

"That  said  commitlee  shall  thereupon  be  sworn 
by  (he   speaker  to  hear,   investigate,   and   report   ** 
truly,  all  such  contested  elections  as  may  be  com-    * 
milled  to  their  charge,  according  lo  the  constitU' 


rep*i 


Hi, 


Hi 


=    lion  o(  llie  United  States  ami  the  laws  of  the  state 

n  which  the  contest  may  or  shall  originate. 
"That  sai.l  committee  shall  immediately  retire  to 
■4  their  committee  room  and  elect  their  own  cliair- 
:l   man. 

That,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  committee 
by  death,  resiijnalion,  nr  otherwise,  such  vacancy 

ihall  be  filled  by  drawing  one  or  more  names  Irom 

)ox  number  one,  until  the  committee  be  a.'ain 
filled."  =' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Va. 
Resoli'ed,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  lay  be/ore  this  house,  as  early,  as  prac- 
•icable,  copies  of  all  letters  written  by  h'im  to  col- 

ectors    and    receivers  between    the    1st    January 

S.i4,and  the  pre.-=ent  time,  having;  relation  to  de-' 
alcalions,  omissions  to  comply  with  the  laws  and 
repihitions  established  for  their  i;ovornment,  and 
it.ier  irre-ularitK-s.  .\|.,.,  copies  ol  all  reports 
natle  by  persons  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
in  the  stale  of  the  land  oilices  within  the  same 
lenod. 

Air.  ^r.lllorl/  submitted  the  lollowin;  resolution- 

MeaolceU,    I'liat  a  select  committee  of be 

apj)ointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  cklay  in  the 
wiluii,' of  the  exploring  expedition,  and  to  ascer- 
tain why  the  resolutions  of  this  house  have  failed 
;o  extract  a  satislactory  explanation  from  the  navy 
lepartinent.  -^ 

Mr,  Hencher  moved  to  amend  this  resolution  by 
idding  thereto  the  followini;: 

'•And  that  the  said  comnilttee  inquire  into  the 
xpediency  of  abandoning  the  said  expedition." 

Debate  arising,  the  resolution  and  amendment 
vere  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craig, 

Jiesnh-cd,  That  the  commiffeeofaccounts  ascer- 
ain  as  nearly  as  they  can,  and  report  to  this  house, 
he  annual  expense  incurred  in  supplying  members 
It  congress  with  the  various  articles  covered  by  the 
teneral  denomination  of  slalionenj,  and  that  they 
eport  their  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ng  a  fixed  sum  of  money  to  each  member,  at  each 
ession  ot  congress,  in  lieu  of  the  ad  libiliim  supply  i 
■I  stationery  now  allowed. 

By  Mr.  .i/ori^an; 

Resolred  by  Me  senate  and  house  of  reprcsenialhes 
flhe  U.  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
two-thirds  ol  both  houses  concurring,)  That  the 
ollowing  amendment  to  the  constilution  of  the  U. 
latcs  b.-  pro|)03ed  to  the  legislatures  ol  the  several 
itates,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of 
hree-fnurths  ol  the  states,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents 
nd  purposes  as  part  of  tlie  constitution:  "Con-ress 
ha  have  power  to  provide  by  law  that  no  person 
hall  he  capable  of  holding  or  being  elected  to  any 
ost  of  profit,  trust,  or  emolument,  civil  or  mili- 
iry,  legislative,  executive,  or  judicial,  under  th^ 
overi.ment  of  these  United  States,  who  shall  here- 
fter  fi.;ht  a  duel,  or  send  or  accept  a  challen'^e  to 
ght  a  duel,  the  probable  issue  of  which  ma°v  be 
he  death  of  the  challenger  or  challenged,  or  who 
hall  b^'  a  second  to  either  party ,or  shall  in  any  man- 
er  aid  or  assist  in  such  duel,  or  sliall  b-  IcnowinHv 
le  bearer  of  such  challenge  or  acceptance;  Lnt'no 
erson  shall  he  so  disqualified  by  reason  ol  his  Ijav- 
ig,  prior  to  the  passage  of  such  law,  fought  such  I 
uel,  or  sent  or  accepted  such  challenge,  or  been 
second  m  such  duel,  or  bearer  of  such  challenge  i 
r  acceptance."  "^ 

On  niotionof  Mr.  il/ercer,  ' 

fiesoh-ed,  That  the  president  of  ttie  United  States 
.'requested  to  lay  before  this  house  any  recent 
ilormation  which  may  be  received  from  'the  seat 
t  warm  Florida,  which  he  may  deem  it  expedient 
>  communicate,  touching  the  present  state  of  the 
impaign  in  that  quarter,  and  especially  such  inti- 
ation,  il  any.  as  he  may  have  received  of  the  dis- 
sposition  of  the  hostile  Indians  to  treat  for  peace 
Id  the  terms  on  which  they  propose  to  negotiate! 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
)rl  to  this  house  a  statement  of  the  disbursements 
id  appropriations  for  fortifications,  light-houses 
volutionary  and  other  pensions,  and  internal  im- 
ovements,  including  piers,  breakwaters,  preser- 
.lion  of  ports  and  harbors,  removing  obstructions 
rivers  and  creeks.  Sec.  and  the  support  of  iijjjit- 
uses,  includingall  incidental  expenses;  and  show- 
g,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  amount  disbursed  in 
ch  state  in  each  year  since  the  period  embraced 
bis  report  on  the  .same  subjects  of  the  17th  of 
.niiary,  183.3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer, 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
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requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  what 
!ps  have  been  taken,  under  the  resolution  of  the 
th  February,  1837,  in  relation  to  the  hi»h  duties 
d  restrictions  on  tobacco  imported  intS  forei.rn 
untries  from  the  United  States;  the  number  and 
mes  of  agents  appointed  under  said  resolution 


and  the  government  to  which  they  are  accredited- 
together  with  such  information  as  he  may  have 
received  from  our  ministers  and  othera-entsabroad 
in  relation  to  the  same.  Also,  whetherany  ■specific 
instructions  have  been,  or  are  intended  to  he 
given  to  the  minister  lately  appointed  to  Austria 
to  ne";otiate  in  behalf  of  the  tobacco  tr.ido  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Austrian  dominion 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment  to  the  20th  rule,  which  lies  o^'er  one  diu- 

"And,  on  the  first  Friday  of  each   month', 'the 
calendar  ol   private  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and 
he  bills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall 
then  be    m-ide  shall    be   first  considered    and   di- 
posed  of:  private   bills  from  the  senate  h.avin"'- 
preference  over  private  bills  of  the  house  "       ° 
Mr.  p«ms  subnitte.l  the  following  resolution: 
Resolred.   That  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  ren,csen 
I  t.i<ives  of  the  United  Slates,  in  congress  .assembled, 
will  adjourn  and  c  o.e  the  present  session  on  Mo,,. 
I  day,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  next 
'      Mr.  Mercer  raised  the  qu.-.-,lion  of  consideration 

r"ef','.',e  m''  '''^^"'  ••',!"  'I"'  "■•^-^'iv-     So  the  house 
relused  to consiiier  the  resolution. 
On  motion  of  I\lr.  Peck, 

Resohed.  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  nro- 
viiling  by  law  lor  the  introduction  of  lnrei"'n  seeds 
and  plants  through  our  consuls,  public  ships  anil 
merchant  vessels,  and  of  e.stablishin.'  an  office  at 
theseat  of  government,  to  be  under  the  direction 
and  management  of  the  commissionerof  the  patent 
office,  lor  the  reception  and  distribution  of  such 
seeds  and  plants  as  would  temi  to  the  advancement 
ot  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country 
On  motion  ofMr.  Gr«7i/, 

Rnoti-cd,  That  th.-  postm.aster  general  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  the  amount  of  post- 
ages received  on  )>aid  and  unpaid  letters  sent  by 
the  express  mail  to  the  city  of  New  York,  from 
fhii.adelptiia.  Mobile  and  New  Oilcans,  and  the 
amount  ol  postages  received  at  New  York  on  let- 
ters sent  to  the  other  ofTices  named  by  the  express 
mail  between  the  15th  November,  1836,  and  the 
30th  September,  18.37.  Also,  the  amount  of  post- 
age received  at  the  post  oliice  in  the  city  of  New 
Vork  on  letters,  boHi  paid  and  unpaid,  sent  durins 
the  same  period  by  the  regular  or  usual  mail  to 
and  received  from,  the  offices  above  mentioned. 
Also,  the  amount  of  postage  received  at  the  post 
o/hceinlSewOi-leanson  paid  and  unpaid  lette,-s, 
sent  by  the  express  mail  fro:u  Mobile,  Philadel 
phia,  and  New  York,  and  the  amount  of  posta-e 
received  at  the  office  on  letters  sent  to  the  said 
other  oHices  by  Ihe  express  mail  durin"  the  above 
mentioned  period.  Also,  the  amount  of  nnsta-e 
received  at  the  post  office  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans on  paid  and  unpaid  letters,  during  the  period 
above  stated,  sent  by  the  regular  or  usual  mail  from 
j  that  office  to  Mobile,  Pliila.lelphia  and  New  York 
and  on  letters  received  at  the  New  Orleans  post 
j  office  Irom  the  said  other  post  offices. 

Resolved,  That  the   postmaster  "-eneral    be    in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  a  list  embracing  all 
[the  contracts  for  carrying  the  regular  mails  on  the- 
j^veral  routes  on  whicii  the  express  mail  is  carried, 
I  the  name  of  each  contractor  or  contractors  for  each 
route,  the  length  of  the   route  by  measurement  or 
estimate,  the  sum  paid  for  the  mail  transp.ntation 
on  each  route,  and  the  speed  with  which  each  mail 
IS  carried  under  each  of  the  contracts;  and  whether 
any  vehicles   or   c.-.rriages   for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  are  used  or  employed   on  any  of  these 
mail  routes  that  tiavel  faster  than  than  the  one  in  I 
winch  the  regular  mail  is  carried. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 
Resolred,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  crea- 
ting the  rank  of  admiral  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DeGraff. 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  laws  now  in  operalion 
granting  pensions  to  widows  or  their  children,  as  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  same,  under  the  usual 
restrictions,  to  the  widows  or  children  of  all  those 
who  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  injuries  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
previous  to  1818. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loomis, 
Resolred,  That  the  committee  on  the   judiciary 
be    instructed   (o    inquire    into  tlie    power  of  the 
United  States  government  to  compel  the  applica- 
tion of  the  assets  and  effects  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
L filled  States  to   the    payment  of  its   outstanding 
debts   and   liabilities,   and.  if  satisfied   that   such 
power  exists,  that  they  report  to  the  house   the 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Childs, 
Resolved,  That  the  presidentbe  requested  to  com- 


mi  iicate  to  tins  house  (if  the  same  can  be  done 
viithout  prejudice  to   the   public   service)  all   the 

documents  and  information  in  his  possession  rela. 
tive  to  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  to  Ihe  Smithso- 
nian bequvsl;  also,  what  duty  had  been  ).erlormed, 
and  lemains  to  be  perlormed,  by  Ihe  agent  em- 
ployed at  London,  in  reference  to  said  claim  and 
how  the  money  herelolbre  ajiproprialed  by'con- 
gress  had  been  applied.  ^ 

On  molimi  of  Mr.  Taylor 

Resolved  That  Ihecommittce  on  thejiidiciary  be 
nstnicted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  ol  amend- 
ing the  law  now  in  force  for  printing  a,"id  distribu- 
ing  the  acts  of  congress,  so   as  to  give  to  tliem  a 
more  unilorm  and  general  circulation. 
On  motion  ol  Mr.  LihCuln, 
Resolved,  TWn  the  com,nittee  on  milili.i  be  in- 
sirucled  to  report,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  bill  lur  ihe 
reorganization,  armiii"  disciplining,  and  ;;ov^rnin- 
tlie    militia,  upon  sucdi  principles,  and  wiili  such 
provisions,  as    are    adapled  lo  the   present  state  of 
the   population,  and   will   better   confurm    the  re. 
quired    service    to    the  probable    occasions  of  the 
country,  and  which  will  relieve  the   people  from 
unnecessary  burdens;  le.ider  more   equal  the   du- 
les  to  be    [lerlormcd,  and  give  greater  elficieney 
0  the  organized   lorce  of  th,-  nation,  in  preservine 
he   public    peace    maintaining  the   supremacy  oT 
the  laws,  and  repelling  hostile  invasions 
On  motion  of  Mr.  .idams, 

Resolved.  That  the  secretaries  of  Ihe  treasury  of 
war,  and  of  the  navy,  be  directed  to  report  to  this 
house  Ihe  names  of  all  persons  appointed  as  agents 
lor  the  payment  ol  pensions  from  the  first  attt-mpt 
to  transler  the  payment  of  pensions  (ion  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  other  agents  for  said 
payments  to  the  present  lime;  spccilying  the  au- 
tho,Hy  by  which  such  appointments  have  been 
made,  tlie  forms  of  the  commissions  issued  to  such 
agents;  the  sums  of  public  money  advanced  or 
otherwise  paid  to  such  agents  for  said  payments 
and  the  dates  of  all  such  advances  and  payments 
and  the  balances  remaining  credited  to  each  of  them* 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter;  the  compensation  if 
any,  allowed  to  said  agents  lor  such  services,  the 
banks  with  whicli  they  have  been  respectively  con- 
nected; the  officers,  whether  under  authiuity  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  of  the  separate  states,  held  by 
sia-h  agents;  at  the  same  time,  when  charged  with 
the  pension  agency,  and  the  compensation  which 
they  have  received  therefor. 

When  the  state  of  Massachusetts  was  called  Mr 
.Idams  presented  the  following:  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  and  petition  of  John  V 
Brown  and  twelve  others,  from  Rocky  Mount' 
Jranklin  county,  Viiginia,  praying,  fuV  reasons 
therein  assigned,  for  the  arraignment  at  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  expulsion,  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
a  member  of  this  house,  be  printed,  with  the  names 
of  the  signers  thereto,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  nine  members  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
with  liberty  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  ' 

Mr.  A.  was  about  to  address  the  chair  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution,  when  the  speaker  reminded 
him  that,  under  the  order  of  the  house,  if  any  reso- 
lution was  likely  to  cause  debate,  it  must  be  laid 
Mr.  .ddams  said  that  as  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  a  question  of  privilege,  he  presumed  that 
part  of  the  rule  did  not  apply  lo  this  resolution. 
The  chair,  having  considererl  the  resolution,  decid- 
ed that,  as  a  question  of  |)rivilege,  its  consideration 
I  would  be  ill  order.  Mr.  Rcncher  of  North  Caroli- 
na, moved  Ihe  preliminary  question  of  consideration, 
viz.  whether  the  house  would  consider  the  resolu- 
tion? The  chair  said  that  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration would  take  precedence  of  all  others. 
Mr.  Mams  said  that  the  resolution  concerned  his' 
own  privilege  as  a  DTt-mber  of  the  house,  and  of 
the  house  also.  Mr.  Rcncher  sa\(\  he  would  with- 
draw  his  motion  for  the  question  of  consideration 
Mr.  Adams  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
letter  and  memorial  to  which  the  resolulion  re- 
ferred.    And  they  were  read  as  follows: 

RocKV  MoL-NT,  Franldin  countij, 
Virginia,  Feb.  2(iM,  1838. 
Mr.  Adams:  As  the  repiesentative  of  the  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  whole  United 
States,  and  defending  in   theory  so  ably     and  in 
practice   so   fully,  the   hallowed  right  of' petition 
Irom  your  countrymen,  we,  whose  names  are  here- 
unto subscribed,' respectfully   ask  you  to  present 
the  following  humble  and  n'eedlul  petition  to  the 
congress  of  the  United  Stat--s  for  immediate  action: 
Tu  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica: 
Whereas,   for  a  long  time   we  fiave  seen    with 
deep  re;;rel  the  course  pursued  by  our  dislinn-uish- 
ed  fellow- citizen,  the  hon.  John  (jiiincy  Adams.'of 
.\Iassachusetts,  upon  the  deeply  intep'sting  ques- 
tion of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in   the  Dislrii-t  of 
Columbia,  and  acknowledging  as  we  do  the  rights 
of  petition,  and  the  duty  of  congress  lo  attend  f'  all 
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petitions  comins;  !roin  the  freemen  of  the 
States,  and  as  ft  is  clearly  and  lully  conceded  by 
all  that  you  have  the  constitutional  power  to  keep  | 
order  in  your  body,  and  to  preserve  harmony  in 
the  country,  by  all  proper  means,  we  respecttuUy 
and  humbly  pray  that,  as  the  aforesaid  John  Quincy 
Adams  has  pursued  and  is  pursuing  a  course  upon 
the  aforesaid  subject,  in  our  opinions  morally  and 
politically  wrong,  and  calculated,  certainly,  to  stir 
up  the  'deadliest  strife  between  the  north  and 
south,  and  finally  to  involve  our  beloved  country 
in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  and  to  lead  to  a  disso- 
lution of  the  union,  you  do  arraign  him  at  the  bar 
of  the  house,  and  Ibrmally  and  forever  expel  him 
from  your  most  honorable  body,  if  sufficient  evi- 
dence appear  to  justify  your  adopting  such  a 
measure.  Your  petitioners  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  lay  before  congress  any  labored  argument  in 
favor  of  this  important  measure,  and  will  content 
themselves  simply  by  stating  that  no  feeling-s,  but 
motive?  of  patriotism,  and  a  deep  d^-sire  to  silence 
the  discussion  of  this  most  absorbing  and  dan- 
gerous question,  here  induce  them  to  appeal  to 
you,  in  their  popular  right,  to  exercise  this  con- 
stitutional power,  clearly  vested  in  you  by  the  very 
instrument  itself. 

They  humbly  and  mo^t  earnestly  pray  that  this 
their  petition  will  be  attended  to  by  your   very 
honorable  body;  and,  with  great  reverence  and  re- 
spect, sign  themselves  your  most  obedient  servants. 
Mr.  Stiiarl,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  memorial 
appeared  to  have  come  from  his  own  district,  but 
he  had  never  Ijeard  any  thing  of  it:  he  wished  to 
hear  the  names  of  the  signers. 
[They  were  read  by  the  clerk.] 
Mr.    Stuart  then  said  that  he  was  satisfied  the 
names  were  all  fictilious,  and  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 
The  states  having  been  called  through  for  reso- 
lutions, the   speaker   called    the   states,   in  order, 
commencing  at  Wisconsin,  fur  petitions  and  memo- 
rials.    Among  others, 

Mr.  Lamler  (iresented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Alabama,  in  reference  to  the  recep- 
tion of  Texas  into  the  union,  which  he  moved 
should  be  laid  on  the  fable  and  printed. 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  they  were  read  at  length. 

Mr.  A.  then  observed,  that  as  the  resolutions 
contained  a  lengthy  argument  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas,  and  that  professedly  on  the 
ground  thalsuch  admission  was  intended  to  change 
and  destroy  the  balance  of  power  which  had  here- 
tofore existed  between  the  states  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  union — 

The  chair  here  interposed,  and  said  that  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  precluiled  debate.  Mr.  Adams 
said  he  should  not  debate  the  question,  but  move 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. The  ckair  said  that  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table  then  took  precedence.  On 
this  motion  Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  house  ordered  them  to  be  taken; 
they  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  109,  nays  40. 
So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Ewing  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  trea- 
sury circular,  which,  giving  rise  to  debate,  were 
laid  over. 

A  number  of  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  disposed  of.     After  which, 
The  house  adjourned. 

Tdesday,  March  Q.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  present  a 
petition  from  citizens  of  Newark,  in  New  Jersey 
praying  that  congress  would  investigate  the  cir 
cumstanccs  of  the  late  duel.  Objection  being 
made,  I\Ir.  A.  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordere  1 
the  motion  (requiring  a  vote  of  two  thirds)  pie 
vailed.     Yeas  113,  nays  43. 

A  similar  memorial  from  other  citizens  of  the 
same  place  was  presented  by  Mr.  Farfiell:  the  rule 
having  been  suspended,  on  his  niolion,  both  memo- 
rials were  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that 
subiect. 

Mr.  Chamhers,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  ofter 
a  resolution  fixing  the  daily  'hour  of  meeting  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.  duringthe  remainder  of  the  session; 
objected  to.  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
tlie  purpose  of  offering  this  resolution,  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Ch'tinbers  gave  notice  that  he  should  renew 
this  motion  on  every  morning  until  the  house  acted 
on  it. 
.'Vmnn'^  the  bills  reported  was  the  following: 
By  Mr?  Cambrclcwx:  from  the  committee  oi'  ways 
and  means,  made  a  report  at  length  upon  the  me- 
morials relating  to  the  currency  and  a  national 


United  i  bank,  and  relating  to  the  collection  and  safe-keep- 
g  of  the  public  money. 
[This  report  shall  have  a  place  in  the  next  "Re- 

STER."] 

When  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  was 
in  order,  Mr.  Howard  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
take  up  and  consider  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  neutral  relations. 
Mr.  Howard  said  that  the  number  of  these  amend- 
ments was  six,  and  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  limit  the  operation  of  the  first  section  to 
•'arms  and  munitions  of  war,"  instead  of  the  "means 
and  materials"  provided  lor  a  military  expedition. 

2.  To  limit  the  section  also  to  "conterminious 
countries"   with   whom    the    United   E-ates  are  at 


peace. 

3.  To  make  the  seizing  officer  apply  a  warrant 
within  "ten  days." 

4.  To  authoiise  the  president  to  send  the  judge, 
&.C.  to  the  district  where  "this  act"  as  well  as  the 
"act  hereby  amended"  is  likely  to  be  violated. 

5.  To  limit   the   duration  of  the    act   to   "two 

6.  To  strike  out  the  proviso  which  permits  all 
trade  recognized  by  "treaties  or  the  law  of  nations," 
and  to  substitute  one  which  permits  trade  in  muni- 
tions of  war  in  "vessels  by  sea."  If  the  senators 
amendment  had  been  concurred  in,  all  trade  "by 
land"  with  conterminious  countries,  in  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  would  have  been  forbidden. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

The  fifth  beinj  read, 

Mr.  il/uson  of  Ohio,  said  that  il  this  law  were 
desirable  at  all,  it  should  be  enacted  for  a  longer 
term  than  two  years.  It  carried  upon  the  face  of  it 
an  admission  that  it  has  reference  to  one  particular 

foreign  power  alone.     But,  if  there  were  any  occa-    ^^^^^  ^_^^ 

sion  for  the  passage  of  the  law  to  meet  the  present   (Iq,,;,  aEi'unst  the  operaiions  of  the  bill,  reported  that  the 

'.  ^  1  .  .  ,■  .    1.: ;*  +1 —  ~        11  J    __ !«;„  c^..,.»  r,-...  tWic  n-it-f 


On  niouon  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  went  into, 
commitlee  of  tl;e  H'hole,  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  of  the  fegislature  of 
Marjdand;  which,  after  a  brief  conversation  between 
Messrs.  Cushman,  Reed,  and  Howard,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  this  day,  and  was 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Liucoln,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  this  morning,  authorizing  the 
taking  down  of  the  walls  of  the  old  post  office,  was 
taken  up  and  passed. 

On  niolion  of  Mr.  Cambrcleng,  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  the  house  then  went  into  com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr 
Casey  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideradon  o 
the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomauc  ser 
vice  for  the  vear  1838.  . 

It  gave  rise  to  consideiable  discussion,  during  whici 
several  questions  of  order  were  raised.  Before  a  hnd 
decision  upon  the  bill,  the  committee  rose  and  reporiea 
progress.  i 

Mr.  Bell  obtained  the  printing  of  an  amendment  he 
intended  to  offer.  ,    •         „• 

Mr.  R((J,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolunon  calling 
upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a  report  oi  the 
amount  of  additional  compensation  received  by  re- 
venue ofiieers  in  1837,  under  the  provisons  equalizmg 
the  same  to  what  they  would  have  received  if  the  bid 
of  1832li.'id  not  passed;  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Henri/,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Halsted,ot 
New  Jersey,  presented  resolutions  of  their  respective 
legislatures  on  the  subject  of  a  national  armory;  which  I 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  mditary  afi'airs. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


TKURSDAV'S   PKOCEEEINGS. 

In  the  senate— Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  ol 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  housea 
in  relation  to  the  proviso  of  the  house  injhe  neutrality- 
bill,  denying  an  appeal  to  treaties  and  the  law  of  na- 


_  /there  was  also  reason  for  making  it  the 
perinanen't'law  of  the  land.  He  was  not  in  favor 
of  occasional  legislation,  out  of  respect  to  any  in- 
dividual power; 'it  seemed  too  much  like  making  a 
concession  to  ope  which  the  government  was  un- 
willing to  make  to  another  power.  It  was  a  peace- 
ofiering;  its  object  was  to  preserve  neutrality.  If 
in  any  way,  he'hopcd  this  bill  would  be  passed  in  a 
permanent  form,  rather  than  in  this  temporary  way, 
at  the  invocation  of  a  foreign  government.  The 
law  of  ISIS  was  a  permanent  law,  and  this  ought 
to  be  so  too. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  from  the  proposed 
amendment  the  word  "two,"  and  insert  V.:e  word 
"four,"  and  to  add  the  words  "to  the  then  next  ses- 
sion of  congress." 

[Upon  this  amendment,  which  was  ultimately  re- 
jected, and  upon  another  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, (to  non-concur  with  the  senate  in  the  6th  of 
the  above  amendment?-,)  a  debate  arose.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  returned  to  the  senate,] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camhreleng,  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  wdiole  (Mr.  Casey 
in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  1S3S— and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  thereon,  without  coining  to  a 
final  decision  on  the  bill,  on  motion,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  7.  Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to 
present  two  perilions  from  certain  clergymen  and  others 
of  his  state    on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  but  the 
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t       lilt  individuals,  and 
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PI  P  It  in  p  ua  ee  of  p  <,  m-,  n  '.ice,  asked  .or 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections. 

Al^o,  a  statement  ol;."vinrr  ,1-,,,  „n.Mo'!  and  trades  o; 
allofllcers  in  ihe  li;-.r  ;-:;l  ■,-.,  :;d  ,ir.,:,-!.„.ni--  "I  i\; 
staff  of  the  army,  liMliir    l.ir>-;-.   in. I   iv<vnii'    l.\ 

reason  thereof  a  jri-r  i^i  i-  ;i  :i;ui I  |-u\-  ;r;  I  i-m.-lu- 

menis  than  they  would   he  eiuuled  to  Horn  Iheir  linea 
commissions. 

An  net  to  chanso  the  times 
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The  senate  bill,  enlitled  ' 
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nf  the  United  States  in  the 
ilie  third  time,  and  pas-^ed. 

Mimittee  on  foreign  afi'airs, 
:isist  on  its  disngeement  to 
luent  to  the  neiUi-aliiy  hill, 
nd  muniiiiiis  of  war  to  ves- 
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Hou'ard,  Paltnn,  and  t'orioiii  were  appointed  conferees 
uii  Ihe  pari  of  this  house. 
The  liouse  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 


connniTlee  had  agreed  on  a  certain  form  for  this  part 
of  die  bill.  The  amendments  agreed  upon  were  read, 
but  were  inaudible  to  the  reporter, 

Mr.  B-  stated  that  by  this  agreement  of  the  committee 
the  senate  would  secure  the  trade  which  they  vvished 
to  secure,  (by  sea,)  and  that,  in  effect  they  had  adopted 
the  proviso  of  the  house-  ■  r 

The  sciiate  agreed  to  tliis  report  of  the  committee  ot 
conference.  .     ,  ■ 

After  some  business,  which  wdl  be  noticed  in  our 
next,  the  ."^enate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill.  ,  ,  .  - 
II  length,  against  one  ol  the 
\\:.  Freston,  that  tlie  notes 
•liould  be  received  ttrnpO' 
as  a  dangerous  preccdeiil; 
a„o  „=  H--^ "-■■  r--l-tally  better  than  the  provi- 
sions of  the  substitute  that  such  bills  should  be  received 
when  the  banks  should  resume. 

Mr.  A'(7es  spoke  chieflv  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dans,  espei 
cially  characterizing  the  banlts  as  trading  companies, 
with  which  the  government  have  nothing  to  do,  and 
denying  emphatically  that  the  country  was  suJi'enng 
distress  or  embarrassment. 

Mr.  Davis  having  brietlv  responded— 
Mr-  I'rcston  said  the  proposed  amendment,  lasl 
discussed,  v^■as  not  before  the  senate,  but  had  beet! 
merely  suggested.  He  hoped  the  question  would  now 
be  taken  on  the  amendment  which  he  had  actuallj 
ofi'ered  in  relation  to  the  selecfion  of  the  twenty-five, 
deposiie  banks  proposed  by  the  substitute. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  ot  Mr.  hivea 
and  fi-iim  information  which  he  had  obtained  that  moa 
Slates  I. a:  --n  V.  ;,i  ,.i;.  ••{  more  of  their  respeetivi 
:.  latter  part  of  this  amend 
,  :,  ,v  require  that  ihe  deposit! 
,  .1  idiui  those  banks  the  stock  0 
whole  or  ill  part  by  the 
are  situated. 

understood  to  object  to  the  with 
■  branch  of  the  amendment;  ba 
d  the  right  of  doing  so;  and  tl» 
!uj  amendment  as  moditieJ,  itwa 

YE.'VS— Messrs.  Ravard,  Glav,  of  Kentucky,  Cril 
tendon,  Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nicholas,^Prenti&i 
Preston,  Uives,  Robbins.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southarc 
Spence,  Swifi,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Whiter 
ly.  4 

N  -VYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan 
C:i!liii:ni  ("lav.  of  AlMhama,  Clavton,  Cmhlierl.  Fu 
:  ,■:  I ;  M-i  I-,  "II  ih!i,iiil,  iCiii:;.  Li'nn,  LumpKi 
M, ,!,;,,-,,:,  ^:^,.r-^  .\|,„i,nii,'  Niles,  Norvell 
i;  ,;i,:r  \u:  \::-ivt,  SrM.r,  Smith,  of  Con 
Srranite,  'riolier,  Walker,  WaU,  Williams,  Wngh 
Young — 32. 

The  qnestion  no-,v  recurring  on  the  substitute,  as  i 
fered  bv  Mr.  Rices, 

Mr.  'liai/ard  spjkc  on  the  subject  at  large,  and 
oppo^iti.iu'ui  ihe  original  bill.     Before  he  had  conch 
dcd,  he  yii'lded   llie  Hoor    to  a  motion  to  adjourn;  an 
about  5  o'clock. 

The  scnale  adjourned. 

In  the  house  no  business  of  importance  was  tran 
acted.  Some  dine  was  spent  in  considering  the  bill  i 
relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  \vhieh  was  ull 
niatelv  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  afiairs 
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Og-  Our  pi:;eOri-lioles  are  croivdi'.l,  ;irul  our  t;ible 
and  di-sk  literally  covered  witli  arlicles  which 
cljiin  a  place  in  our  pa^es,  and  would  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  our  readers;  but  wo  are  coiistraiiied  by 
what  we  deem  to  be  a  hi^b  duty  at  this  peculiar 
crisis  in  our  adairs.lo  devote  a  larije  portion  of  our 
pa'.;es  to  the  proceedins;?  ol'  couijress — and  thus  to 
defer  the  a2;rpeable  for  the  useful.  We  would 
cheerfully  dispose  of  this  vast  acctimiilation  of  ar- 
ticles by  the  aid  of  supjilcmenttil  sheets,  but  do  not 
feel  justified  in  incurring;  the  expense  at  this  period 
of  general  embarrassment  and  dista'ss. 

fK3-The  present  sheet  co-itaius  Mr.  Rivet'  speech 
in  support  of  his  siihstituie  for  the  sub-treasury 
bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  finance.  In  our 
next  we  will  £;ive  Mr.  Oi;Mo«-i's  speech  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  substitute,  and  iu  support  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

OiJ-The  hon.  Timnthij  J.  Carter,  a  member  of 
congress  from  -.'.le  state  of  Maine,  dieil  at  his  lodg- 
ings in  this  city  on  Wednesd.iy  evening  last,  alter 
a  severe  illness.  In  consequence  of  this  inelan- 
cholly  event  both  houses  of  congress  adjourned  at 
an  early  hour  on  Thursd.iy  morning  to  meet  this 
day  at  12  o'clock  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Carter's  death  was  announced  to  the 
senate  by  Mr.  Rui:gles,  and  to  the  house  by  .'^Ir. 
Eunas,  both  of  whom  paid  eloquent  tributes  to  his 
private  and  public  virtues. 

CCy-The  hon.  John  L.  Murray,  who  has  been 
seriously  indisposed  for  some  tijne  past,  has,  we 
are  pleased  to  learn,  sufficiently  recovered  to  be 
able  to  take  his  seat  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  Gen.  Hernan- 
dez, who  passed  through  here  on  Tuesday  last, 
says  the  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Advertiser,  on  his 
way  to  Washington,  and  who  came  direct  from 
Florida,  that  the  operations  against  the  S^minoles 
must  soon  close  for  the  season,  but  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  war's  ending  with  the  present 
campaign,  unless,  of  which,  however,  the  hope  is 
slight,  the  distractions  among  themselves  may  in- 
duce a  voluntary  submission.  No  hostile  move- 
ments had  i-ecently  taken  place. 

The  last  number  of  the  "Frederick  fMd.)  He- 
rald" contains  the  following  letter  from  Fort  Pierce 
to  a  gentleman  in  that  city. 

Fort  Pierce,  Indian  River,  ) 
Februarii  15/A,   1335.      I 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  seized  a  few  moments  during 
the  suspension  of  hostilities,  to  give  you  a  little 
camp  nf  ws.  You  tiave  probably  seen  in  the  pa- 
pers an  account  of  col.  Taylor's  fight,  in  which  he 
lostso  many  valuable  officers.  Since  that  engage- 
ment ourown  division,  under  general  Enstis,  met 
the  enemy  at  Jupiter  Inlet.  They  were  under  the 
command'  of  Tuskegee.  The  engagement  lasted 
about  an  hour — we  lost  seven  killed  and  thirty 
wounded — lour  have  since  died.  After  the  fight 
the  army  marched  for  Jupiter  and  there  established 
a  fort.  Two-thirds  of  (he  command  were  literally 
without  shoes  or  stockings,  after  accomplishing  a 
march  (most  of  the  time  in  mud  and  water  to  their 
vvaisis)  of  270  miles.  The  army  remained  some 
days  at  Jupiter  to  recruit  and  await  supplies  from 
fort  Pierce.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  de- 
plorable situation  of  the  troops  without  being  an 
eyewitness.  Teams  broken  down,  witliout  forage, 
and  even  officers  on  short  allowance.  And  yet, 
under  all  these  difficulties,  every  individual  seems 
to  be  in  tine  spirits,  although  all  hopes  of  finishing 
the  war  this  campaign  are  at  an  end  After  having 
received  supplies  from  fort  Pierce  tlie  army  moved 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  whose  trait,  as  had  been 
previoiisly  ascertained,  ran  south,  and  came  up  with 
him  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Jupiter.  Instead 
of  attacking  the  enemy,  as  every  one  expected,  a 
white  flag  was  sent  to  them  to  treat,  which  they 
very  politely  acknowledged  with  Tuskegee's  com- 
pliments to  the  commander-in-chief.  The  terms 
of  the  truce  were  : — arms  to  be  held  sacred,  and  the 
hosliles  were  to  come  into  Jupiter  after  a  period  of 
ten  days,  and  await  the  will  of  their  Great  Father. 
If  he  said  they  must  leave  the  country,  go  they 
would,  but  they  petitioned  to  have  but  a  slip  of  the 
vast  territory  they  once  called  their  own.  Even 
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the  barren  «-astc3,  the  Kverglades,  would  suffice 
their  few  wants.  They  say  you  have  captured  our 
cattle  and  horses,  destroyed  our  villages,  and  over- 
run even  the  grave.s  of  our  people.  And  for  what? 
Fora  land  where  white  men  can  never  inhabit,  and 
into  which  none  but  a  native  can  penetrate. 

I  am  disposed  to  tliinkthey  are  playing  the  same 
game  they  were  so  successful  in  last  year.  The 
more  I  sec  of  the  Seminole  character,  the  more  I 
am  convinced  of  their  indomitable  and  unyielding 
determination  to  fight  or  die  in  the  land'of  their 
fathers. 

We  are  in  a  slate  of  statu  quo,  awaiting  for  the 
will  of  the  president,  who,  as  many  think,  will 
make  a  treaty  with  them. 

I  nevertheless  anticipate  another  campaign,  for 
it  is  finished  to  all  intents  and  pur[iose9  for  this 
year.  The  army  cannot  operate  alter  tliis  month, 
in  this  latitude,  (25.)  During  thi'  month  of  March 
the  country  becomes  inundated  and  impassable. 

From  the  frontier.  The  Vermont  and  St. 
Lawrence  portion  of  our  Canada  frontiers  seems  to 
have  been  perfectly  tranqnilized  by  the  well  di- 
rected and  vigorous  efforts  of  gen.  Wool.  Col. 
Worth  has  in  like  manner  pariflfii  the  Niagara 
quarter,  and  the  accounts  from  the  N.  W.  or  Michi- 
gan portion,  under  Gen.  Brady,  represent  all  as 
quiet,  exceyt  the  few  straggling  parlies  of  pa- 
triots who  escaped  from  the  British  in  the  late  ac- 
tion at  Fighting  Island,  (Port  au  Plait,)  near  the 
mouth  of  Detroit  river.  Letters  from  Sandusky 
city,  (Ohio,)  to  March  6th,  stale  that  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, gen  Scott,  and  suite,  had  arrived 
there,  and  the  hast  accounts  left  him  with  his  four- 
horse  wagon  in  close  pursuit  of  the  patriot  adj. 
gen.  McLcod,  and  some  says  he  had  in  fact  cap- 
tured hi^n.  The  patriots  lost  in  the  fight  at  Port 
an  Plait  some  fifteen  killed  and  twenty  wounded, 
and  the  British,  they  say,  as  many.  Slei;;h  loads 
of  the  wounded  patriots  had  reached  Sandusky. 
{N.  Y  Courier. 

The  Cleveland  (0.)  Herald  of  the  7th  inst.  says 
general  Scott  arrived  in  this  city  from  the  west, 
this  morning.  A  general  dispersion  of  the 
'pali'ints',  on  the  frontier  above  us,  we  presume, 
renders  his  presence  in  that  quarter  no  longer  ne- 
cessary. We  confidently  hope  our  border  troubles 
are  now  over.  General  Scott  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  promptitude  and  perseverance  iu  his  ef- 
forts to  maintain  the  neutrality.  He  Ictl  in  the 
stage  this  afternoon  for  Buffalo. 

The  neutrality  bill.  We  learn  from  the 
"Globe"  that  the  neutrality  was  approved  by  the 
president  on  Saturday  last,  and  instructions  imme- 
diately forwarded  from  the  several  departments  to 
the  civil  and  military  offi.:ers  on  the  Canada  fron- 
tier, to  enforce  the  execution  of  it  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power.  It  is  expected,  says  the  "Globe", 
that  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  part  or  the  country 
will,  at  once,  submit  to  the  law,  and  return  peace- 
ably to  their  homes. 

We  have  this  bill  in  type  and  will  publish  it  in 
the  next  numberol  the  "Register". 

Specie  Pav.ments.  At  a  very  numerous  meet- 
ing held  at  the  New  York  Exchange  on  Thursday 
the  Sth  instant,  of  which  James  Boorman,  esquire, 
was  chairman,  and  James  Lee  and  Jonathan  Star- 
gis.  secretaries. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Petatiuii 
Perit,  esq.,  and  seconded  by  Samuel  Ward,  esq,, 
were  read  and  unanimously  adojited: 

Resolve'!,  That  this  meeting  hails  with  great  satis- 
faction the  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  New  York 
city  banks  of  their  purpose  to  resume  spncie  p.iy- 
ments  on  or  before  the  10th  of  May  next. 

Re.iolveil,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
solidity  of  our  banks,  ami  in  their  ability  to  resume 
and  maintain  specie  payments,  and  that  iu  this 
measure  we  will  give  them  our  .:ordiaI  and  active 
co-operation- 

Resolved,  That,  independently  of  moral  obliga- 
tion and  legislative  enactment,  the  favorable  state 
of  foreign  exchanges  and  the  diminished  liabilities 
both  of  banks  and  individuals  calls  fora  prompt  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  and  we  considersuch 
a  course  the  surest  means  of  equalizing  ultimately 
our  internal  exchanges  and  of  restoring  general 
prosperity. 


Rcsolvrit,  Tiiat,iiicontem|)lating  the  resumption 
of  specie  p.ayments,  we  can  perceive  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  it  will  occasion  any  farther  con- 
traction on  the  part  of  the  banks;  but,  on  the  con- 
Irary,  that  the  restoration  of  confidence  which  must 
necessarily  grow  out  of  that  measure,  will  lead  to  a 
gradual  increase  of  their  issues,  and  enable  theui  to 
e.vtend  greater  facilities  to  to  the  community. 

Resolved,  That,  regarding  the  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  hanks  throughout 
the  United  States  as  essential  lo  our  national  cre- 
dit abroad,  and  as  calculate  1  to  regulate  our  inter- 
nal exchanges,  we  respectfully  invite  the  institu- 
tions of  other  states  to  a  stiiunlateous  effort  to  ac- 
complish this  most  desirable  object. 

Maryland.  At  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture several  imporlant  amendments  were  maile  to 
the  constilution  of  this  state,  which,  having  been 
confirmed  by  the  present  legislature,  will  soon  go 
into  operation.  Among  the  amcndmcnis  is  one 
which  provides  that  the  governor  shall  be  elected 
by  the  people,  in  regular  succession  from  one  of 
the  tliree  districts  into  which  the  stale  has  been  di- 
vided— the  ordei  of  districts  to  be  designated  by 
the  drawing  of  ballots  by  the  president  of  the 
senate.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  allotment. 

First  District.— IncUuk'S  all  the  counties  on  the 
Eastern  Shore— Cecil,  Kent,  (iueen  Anne's,  Caro- 
line, Talbot,  Dorcester,  Somerset,  and   Worcester. 

Second  District. — Baltimore,  Hartford,  Carroll, 
Frederick,  Washington  and  Alleghany  counties. 

Third  District.— St.  Mary's,  Charles,  Calvert, 
Prince  Ceorge's.  Anno  Arundel  and  Montgomery 
counties,  and  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  cities. 

THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 
The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  adjourn- 
ed on  Monday  last,  having,  in  a  session  of  sixty- 
four  days,  disposed  of  sixty-one  cases,  leaving  only 
twenty-one  cases  on  the  calendar.  Among  the 
cases  decided  was  that  of  Amos  Kendall,  post- 
master general  United  States  vs.  W.  B.  Stokes,  ct. 
al.  in  error  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  decision  affirms 
the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court,  with  costs,  and 
remands  the  case  to  that  court  for  further  proceed- 
ings. We  arc  indebted  to  the  "Intelligencer"  for 
the  following  synopsis  of  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Supreme  Court,  .Monday,  March  12. 

Amos  Kendall,  Postmaster  General, 

vs. 

United  States  ex  relatione  Stockton,  Stokes,  ami  others. 

abstk.\ct  of  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  questions  are,  first.  Docs  the  record  present 
a  propercase  for  a  mandamus?  2d.  Does  the  circuit 
court  of  this  district  possess  jurisdiction  in  the  case? 

The  court  think  that  the  act  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  postmaster  general  is  a  mere  minis- 
terial act,  in  which  the  president  has  no  authority 
to  interfere.  It  would  he  an  alarming  doctrine  to 
maintain  that,  in  the  performance  of  such  duties  as 
are  enjoined  by  law  upon  any  public  oflicer  the 
president  has  any  right  to  interfere.  In  this  case 
there  is  no  conflict  between  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive authority. 

The  claims  originally  were  against  the  United 
States  through  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  could  not  be  sued  without  their  consent. 
They  submitled  the  claims  to  the  solicitor  for  his 
examination  and  awaid.  and  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral was  directed  to  credit  the  amount  of  the  award. 
The  decision  of  the  solicitor,  under  the  act,  was 
final;  no  apjieal  was  allowed— no  supervising  power 
given  totliepostmiustergeneral  or  to  any  other  party. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether'  the  parties, 
under  the  act  of  congress,  did  not  possess  a  clear 
vested  right.  But,  whollier  the  legislature  could 
have  revised  this  decision  or  not,  it  has  not  done  so. 
So  far  as  concerns  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
the  action  of  tlie  senate  .-imounts  (oa  recognition  of 
the  binding  authority  of  the  award.  The  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  senate  precluded  the  necessity 
of  going  to  the  other  house. 

The  right  thus  ascertained,  the  means  of  enforc- 
ing it  is  by  llie  judicial  anlhorilv. 

The  authority  of  the  president  to  forbid  or  to 
control  the  execution  of  the  law  is  at  variance  with 
evry  principle  of  (he  r;r.vernmenl. 
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hi  fact,  'he  president  has  not  acted  in  the  case, 
so  as  to  brins  these  departments  into  conflict.  He 
has  refused  to  interfere  to  prevent  tlie  execution  of 
the  law. 

The  rijht  of  the  relators,  under  tlie  act  of  con- 
gress for  their  relief,  is  now  absolute  and  irrever- 
sible. 

How  is  it  to  be  enforced?  The  act  to  be  done  is 
purely  ministerial.  The  officer  directed  to  per- 
form it  has  no  discretion.  Is  tlie  remedy  by  man- 
damus a  (it  and  appropriate  remedy? 

The  common  law  of  Maryland  is  the  law  of  this 
district.  The  common  law  provides  this  writ  as 
the  peculiar  remedy  in  such  cases.  The  remedies 
suijsested  at  the  bar,  were,  an  application  to  ti)e 
president;  or  to  congress;  or  a  civil  suit.  These 
are  not  such  remedies  as  the  law  requires, 

A  case  of  mandamus  is  a  case  within  llie  consti- 
tution.   It  possesses  all  the  qualities  of  such  a  case. 

2.  Has  the  circuit  court  of  the  distrid  jurisdic- 
tion o(  this  case?  It  has  been  decided  that  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  have  not  jurisdic- 
tion. Has  the  circuit  court  of  this  ilistrict  larger 
powers  in  this  particular? 

The  terms  of  the  constitution  are  broad  enoush 
to  warrant  congress  in  vesling  such  a  jurisdiction 
in  the  circuit  or  other  inferior  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

No  objection  can  prevail  derived  from  the  oflirial 
character  of  the  party  to  whom  the  writ  is  directed, 
or  the  character  of  the  act  wdiich  he  is  called  upon 
to  perform. 

The  cases  decided  in  this  court  have  settled  that 
the  power  to  issue  s\ich  a  writ  is  within  the  judicial 
power  as  conferred  by  the  consti'ulion;  and  that 
those  courts  could  not  exercise  the  power,  because 
congress  had  not  conferred  upon  them  all  the  power 
which  it  constitutionally  might  do. 

By  the  constitution  and  acts  of  cession,  congress 
possesses  exclusive  legislative  authority  over  this 
district.  So  far  as  regards  cases  in  which  individual 
rights  are  concerned,  the  judicial  authority  should 
be  co-extcnsive  with  the  legislative. 

In  Marylanil,  prior  to  the  cession  of  this  district, 
the  writ  of  mandamus  was  recognised  as  an  appro- 
priate remedy  in  cases  where,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  common  law,  it  would  lie. 

The  circuit  court  is  the  only  court  in  this  dis- 
trict which  possesses  that  original  jurisdiction  which 
can  be  thus  exercised. 

Under  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  27lh  Februa- 
ry, ISOl,  continuing  the  laws  of  Maryland,  it  would 
seem  that  this  remedy  is  continued.'  The  3d  and 
5th  sections  of  the  same  law  confirm  the  same  con- 
clusion. 

The  court  nffinnsthc  decision  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  costs,  and  re- 
mands the  case  to  that  court  forfurther  proceedings. 

The  chief  justice,  for  himself  and  judge  Barbour, 
and  judge  Catron,  dissented  from  the  opinion  of 
the  court.  The  chief  justice  concurred  with  the 
majority  of  the  court  in  the  opinion  that  the  judi- 
cial power,  as  indicated  by  the  constitution,  au- 
thorized congress  to  confer  jurisdiction  upon  any 
of  the  circuit  courts  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus; 
and  also  Ihat  this  was  a  (it  case  for  a  mandamus,  as. 
in  his  judgment,  it  was  the  bounden  dutv  of  the 
postmaster  general  to  enter  the  credit  for'the  full 
amount  awarded  by  the  solicitor  as  soon  uS  that 
award  was  notified  to  him.  The  only  ground  of 
dissent  was,  that  he  did  not  concur  in  tl'.at  part  ol 
the  opinion  which  considered  the  circuit  court  of 
the  district  as  possessing  larger  powers  in  this  par- 
ticular than  the  other  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States. 


VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  paclcet  ships  are  coming  into  New  York  in 
rapid  succession.  The  latest  are  the  Independence, 
from.LiverpoolJanuary  24th,  and  the  Oxford,  from' 
Liverpool  February  1,  inclusive.  We  copy  from 
the  Commercial  Advertiser  (he  (bllowing; 

The  parliamentary  proceedings  on  Canadian  af- 
fairs were  of  high  interest.  The  earl  of  Durham 
has  been  appointed  govenor  general  of  all  the  Bri- 
tish provinces  in  North  America,  and  was  (o  sail 
for  Quebec  in  season  for  the  opening  of  the  St. 
Lawrence.  It  alfords  us  great  pleasure  to  state 
that  the  earl  will  come  out  clothecf  with  full  powers 
to  grant  a  general  amnesly. 

So  intense  was  the  anxiety  caused  by  the  affairs 
of  Canada,  that  steamboats  are  stalioned  off  Holy 
Head  to  receive  the  letter  bags  (iom  the  packet 
ships.  The  London  press  have  their  agents  sla- 
tioned  at  every  port  to  receive  and  forward  (he  la- 
test accounts  from  North  America.  The  London 
Times  has  sen(  out  a  special  correspondent;  this 
geiillcinan  arrived  in  the  Oxlbrd. 

Our  London  correspondent  writes  lis  as  (bllows: 

"it  is  currently  reported  in  the  clubs,  this  even- 


ing, that  the  reason  of  the  adjournment  of  the  house 
of  commons  to  Friday,  (Feb.  2d,)  is  a  split  in  the 
ministry;  and  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  has  been 
applied  to  on  the  subject." 

Parliament  met  on  the  16th  January,  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  In  (he  house  of  lords,  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  state  of  Canada  were  laid  on  the  table 
by  lord  Glenelg,  who  submitted  it  to  the  house 
w'hether  (he  discussion  of  the  proposed  measures 
should  be  commenced  at  once,  or  whether  he  should 
give  notice  lor  an  address  to  the  throne,  to  be 
moved  the  next  day  but  one. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  desired  to  know,  in  the 
first  place,  what  sort  of  measures  were  proposed, 
lle'thought  it  the  duty  of  her  majesty  and  the  go- 
vernment to  speak  ou't,  and  let  (he  country  know 
what  ground  they  meant  to  take.  It  w'as  indis- 
pensable, he  (bought,  that  (he  measures  taken 
should  be  such  as  would  bring  this  unfortunate  bu- 
siness to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, said  the  duke,  that  a  great  country  like  (his 
cannot  have  a /i'/Z/c  war.  If  any  thing  is  underta- 
ken, it  must  be  on  such  a  scale  as  to  make  it  quite 
ceriain  that  the  operations  will  succeed,  and  that 
at  the  very  earliest  jjossible  period. 

Lord  Melbourne  assured  the  duke  that  the  min- 
isters were  prepared  both  to  speak  and  act  with 
energy. 

Iifthe  house  of  commons  lord  John  Russell  said 
it  was  his  duty  to  propose,  first,  that  an  address  be 
sent  to  the  queen,  pledging  the  house  to  assist  her 
majesty  in  restoring  tranquillity  to  Lower  Canada; 
and,  second,  to  move  to  bring  in  a  bill  by  which, 
for  a  certain  time,  the  calling  of  an  assembly  in 
that  province  may  be  suspended,  and  auihority 
provuled  to  meet  the  emergency  and  provide  for  the 
future  government  of  the  province. 

Lord  John  Russell  then  went  at  great  lengtli 
into  a  history  of  the  administration  of  theprovince, 
contending  that  there  had  been  no  injustice  or  op- 
pression in  the  course  of  the  mother  country,  and 
condemning  with  great  severity  the  disloyal  senti- 
ments that  "had  been  uttered  in  that  house  by  cer- 
tain members.  His  lordship  then  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows:— 

I  come  now  to  a  question  which  has  been  argued 
in  a  very  dill'erent  temper— it  is  a  question  whether 
it  is  ibr  our  interest  to  abandon  Lower  Canada,  al- 
logether.  I  say,  at  once,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  so.  I  say,  at 
once,  that  the  single  motive  of  the  attachment  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  population  to  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  and  the  situation  in  which  they 
would  be  lelt  if  we  abandoned  the  province  to  the 
French  parly,  (hat  motive  alone  would  be  suificient 
reason  with  me  for  emphatically  saying  "No"  to 
such  a  proposition.  [Cheers.]  ISut  il  the  reasons 
I  have  mentioned  were  suHicient,  there  are  other 
considerations  whicli  would  induce  the  government 
to  oppose  any  project  of  abandonment.  Supposing 
the  St  Lawrence  under  (he  command  of  (he  United 
States,  and  a  Canadian  republic  established  at 
Quebec,  docs  any  one  believe  that  the  other  pro- 
vinces, the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  iVew 
Brunswick,  could  be  kept  under  control?  No  sir,  I 
am  convinced,  if  such  a  state  of  things  should  by 
any  mischance  come  round,  the  question  would 
arise  whether  we  should  not  try  to  regain  Lower 
Canada,  or  abandon  North  America  altogether. 
Was  England  prepared  (or  such  an  alternative?  I 
do  believe  that  the  possession  of  our  colonies  tends 
materially  to  the  prosperity  of  this  empire.  On  (be 
prcservalion  of  our  colonies  depends  (he  con(inu- 
ance  of  our  commercial  marine,  and  on  our  com- 
mercial marine  maiidy  depends  our  naval  |)0wer, 
and  on  our  naval  power  mainly  depend  (he  streng(h 
and  supremacy  of  our  arms.  I  think,  then,  I  may 
say,  without  arguing  (he  quesdnn  any  fariher,  that 
it  is  our  policy,  as  well  as  but  fairness  and  justice 
to  our  fellow  subjects,  (hat  we  should  not  think  of 
abandoning  (hese  provinces.     [Hear,  hear,  hear.] 

I  say,  likewise,  if  I  could  find  that  it  is  not  the 
interest  both  of  this  couidry  and  the  colony  ilsclf 
(hat  Canada  should  continue  to  be  a  part  of  the 
British  empire,  I  should  be  prepared  to  counsel  a 
separation;  but  coming  as  I  do  to  a  most  decided 
conviction  on  both  these  questions,  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared (o  come  to  the  farther  question,  namely,  what 
is  the  course  we  should  adopt  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion? I  conceive  (here  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
first  duty  of  the  country  and  of  the  house,  if  they 
concur  in  the  view  of  tiie  question  which  we  take, 
is  to  put  down  insurrection.  With  respect  to  force 
it  will  be,  I  think  absolutely  necessary  that  a  very 
suificient  force  should  be  in  the  St.  Lawrence  in 
(he  spring,  to  be  landed  in  Canada  as  soon  as  the 
navigation  opens.  [Hear.]  For  my  own  par(,  I 
say  I  entertain  no  apprehensions  as  to  what  may 
have  hitherto  been  done  by  these  insurgents,  aban- 
doned as  they  seem  to  have  been  by  the  great  body 
of  (he  Briiisli,  and  even  French  Canadians. 


But  it  is  obvious,  at  the  same  time,  that,  an  in- 
surrection having  once  broken  out,  a  temptation  is 
by  the  very  circumstance  presented,  to  many  a 
temptation  not  to  be  resisted,  to  endeavor  to  shake 
the  British  power  in  Canada.  Let  me  be  under- 
stood as  not  meaning  to  say  that  any  treaties  or 
(riendships  wi(h  this  country  are  likely  to  be  (brgo(- 
ten  on  the  present  occassion,  either  by  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  or  by  America.  I  have  no  in- 
tention of  even  insinuating  the  possibility  of  such 
an  occurrance,  and  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
government  since  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
turbances in  Canada,  strongly  tends  to  convince  us 
(ha(  from  the  United  States  the  Canadian  rebels 
will  meet  with  neither  sympathy  nor  assistance. 
[Cheers.] 

But  at  the  same  time  it  is  impossible  not  to  see 
that  both  in  Europe  and  America  there  are  many 
whom  the  want  of  employment  at  home,  and  (he 
hope  of  a  parlicipadim  in  (hose  splendid  spoils  so 
templingly  held  oii(  by  theabe(tors  of  the  rebillion, 
will  induce  to  flock  to  the  scene;  and  lor  (his  rea- 
son, even  though  circumstances  may  in  the  end 
prove  that  the  precaution  is  unnecessary,  I  think  it 
will  be  quite  necessary  (hat  we  should  be  prepared 
for  action  by  (he  next  spring,  and  have  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  rearly  lor  disembarkation,  a  lorce  suffi- 
cient toput  down  every  vestage  of  the  insurrection. 
Then  comes  the  question  wi(h  respect  to  the  civil 
government.  It  is  obviously  quite  impossible  that 
we  should  think  of  convening  the  assembly,  or  of 
asking  them  to  pass  laws,  or  do  a.iy  act  properly 
belonging  to  their  |urisdic(iou.     *     *     «     ♦     • 

Aitersome  furdier  remarks  by  lord  John  Russell, 
who  was  followed  by  o(her  members,  (he  address 
was  agreed  to,  and  lord  John  Russell  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  his  bill  lor  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Lower  Canada. 

On  (he  17th  lord  John  Riissel  read  (he  queen's 
answer  to  the  address,  which  was  to  the  following 
e(fec(: 

Her  majesty  thanked  her  faithful  commons  for 
the  assurance  given  to  support  her  edbrts  for  the 
restoration  of  the  tranquillity  of  Lower  Canada. 

The  unfortunate  events 'that  had  taken  place 
there  had  given  her  the  deepest  concern;  and  her 
majesty  looked  forward  with  anxiety  to  the 
period  when  the  re-establishment  of  order  would 
enable  her  to  lay  the  foundation  of  lasting  peace. 

The  spirit  of  concord  manifested,  and  the  exer- 
tions made  by  (he  Nordi  American  provinces,  in 
support  of  her  authority,  demanded  her  warmest 
acknowledgments. 

The  bill  introduced  by  lord  John  Russell,  relative 
to  a  provisional  government  in  Canada,  proposes 
the  appointment  of  a  governor  geneial  and  a  coun- 
cil selccled  from  the  (wo  provinces,  to  do  the  duties 
of  the  defunct  assembly.  The  said  new  govern- 
ment to  organise  a  new  constitution,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  parliament.  The  bill  was  passed  on 
the  27th  by  the  house  of  commons.  On  the  same 
day  it  was  brought  up  to  the  house  of  lords,  read 
once,  and  ordered  to  its  second  leading  on  the  3d 
of  February. 

The  latest  advices  from  New  York  were  (o  (he 
2d  .Tanuary,  at  which  time  (he  Navy  Island  folly 
was  in  liill  (ide  of  operadon.  We  are  glad,  on 
many  accounts,  (o  perceive  that  the  (one  oi'  the 
papers  is  discreet  and  modera(e  (ow-ards  (his  coun- 
(ry,  and  (liat  of  the  speakers  in  parliament  still 
more  so. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RIVES, 

OF    VIRGINIA, 

III  opposition  to  the  Sub-Trea.ntry  Bill,  aud  in  sup- 
port of  his  Substitute.  Delivered  in  the  Senate  of 
the  U'nited  Slates,  February  6,  7,  183S. 
Mr.  President:  It  would  have  been  veiy  gra- 
tifying to  me  if  I  had  (bund  (he  measure  now  under 
consideration  such  an  one  as  I  could  conscientious- 
ly support.  The  question  is  one  which  every  in- 
terest of  the  nation  requires  should  be  seKled — 
promptly,  but  wisely  settled.  It  is  time  that  the 
country  were  relieved  from  those  anxieties  and 
apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  tiiture,  v\hicli,  added 
to  the  embarrassments  of  the  present,  weigh  like 
an  incubus  upon  the  national  enlerprise  and  palsy 
all  its  faculties.  I  should  have  been  most  happy, 
therefore,  if  I  could  haie  seen  in  the  measure  re- 
commended by  (he  C(unniilt(e  of  finance,  any  of 
those  healing  and  salutary  (eiuiencies  which  (he 
circumstances  of  (he  (inies  and  the  silualion  of  (he 
country  so  imperiously  demand.  I  had  hojied,  in- 
deed, at  one  time,  that  such  a  measure  would  have 
been  presented  to  us.  The  president,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  congress  at  (he  commencement  of  (he  pre- 
sent session,  while  renewing  the  expression  of  his 
own  opinions  in  favorof  the  financial  project  of  the 
late  called  session,  very  properly  invited  (he  consi- 
deration of  congress  (o  the  manifestadons  of  public 
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Sentiment  uliich  had,  since  then,  taken  place;  and 
recognizing  "  the  national  nill  as  tlie  supreme  law 
.  of  the  republic,"  plainly  intimated  that  a  measure 
which  had  proved  unacceptable  to  the  people  ou^ht 
not  to  be  again  pressed  on  their  adoption.  I  had 
hoped,  that  the  committee  of  finance,  concurring 
in  this  republican  sentiment  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  manife.statioti.s  wliich  the 
recent  elections  in  the  north  and  tlie  south,  the 
east  and  the  west,  had  allorded  of  the  national  re- 
pugnance to  the  measure  of  the  late  session,  would, 
in"the  resources  of  their  wisdom  and  acknowledged 
abilities,  have  presented  us  .some  other,  on  wliich 
we  might  have  rallied  with  more  harmonious  opin- 
ions. I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  in  the  e.xauiination 
of  the  bill  on  your  table,  I  have  found  nothing  to 
justify  or  sustain  this  hope.  It  is,  in  every  essential 
respect,  a  reproduction  of  the  condemned  measure 
of  the  late  session,  with  some  superadded  features, 
which  only  seem  to  aggravate  its  deformily  anil  in- 
crease its  dangers.  It  commits,  as  that  did,  the 
millions  of  public  treasure  to  the  hazardous  and  de- 
moralizing possession  of  executive  agents — it  levies 
that  treasure  fiom  the  pockets  of  the  people,  alter 
a  short  period,  in  gold  and  silver  only — it  then  dis- 
poses these  collections  in  masses  at  a  few  important 
comm(?rci:il  points,  to  serve  as  a  basis  ol  operations, 
which  must  inevitably  terminate  in  a  great g:ori"ni- 
menl  banlc — and  'o  take  charge  of  and  manage  this 
machinery,  it  institutes  u  new  corps  of  executive 
officers,  whose  very  name,  (receivers-general,) 
calls  up  by  an  indissoluble  association,  the  extrava- 
gance, the  peculation,  the  clumsy  magnificence  o( 
that  bloated  and  unwieldj'  system  of  French  finance, 
which  is  the  acknowledged  prototype  of  this  new 
scheme. 

I  propose,  Mr.  President,  in  as  brief  and  rapid  a 
manner  as  possible,  to  pass  in  review  the  principal 
points  of  this  new  financial  project.  Its  fundamental 
and  vital  principle  is  to  collect  tlje  public  revenue 
in  gold  and  silver  only,  out  of  a  circulation  consist- 
ing exclusively  now,  and  mainly  at  all  times,  of 
bank  paper  for  the  common  use  of  the  people.  Of 
this  invidious  discrimin.ition  between  the  money  of 
the  government  and  the  money  of  liie  people,  and 
its  anti-republican  and  injurious  tendencies,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  staling  my  views  very  fully  dur- 
ing the  l.ate  session  of  congress.  It  was  the  subject 
of  very  thorough  discussion  on  both  sides,  at  that 
lime  ;  and  for  one  I  am  perfectly  content  to  abide 
the  verdict  of  public  opinion  on  the  arguments,  on 
the  one  side  and  the  other,  then  presentcil.  It  was 
shown,  in  my  judgment,  most  conclusively  that  the 
clfe^t  of  this  principle  would   be  permanently  to  j  b; 


founded  on  any  permanent  distinction  between  the 
currency  of  the  government  and  the  currency  of  the 
people,  is  intended  to  Jo  away  this  distinction,  and 
to  provide  a  sound  convertible  currency  for  the 
common  use  of  both  government  and  people — for 
the  joint  resolution  of  181(),  which  is  still  the  law  of 
the  land,  expressly  declares  that  when  the  banks 
shall  resume  specie  ]'ayments  and  thus  provide  tho 
people  with  a  sound  convertible  currency,  that  cur- 
rency shall  be  equally  receivable  by  the  government 
ill  discharge  of  its  dues.  i3ut  the  hill  ol"  the  honor- 
able senator  contemplates  no  such  Ihing.  It  re- 
jects the  paper  of  the  banks  inexorably,  under  all 
circumstances  whatever — even  though  convertible 
instantly  into  specie.  It  will  have,  lor  the  govern 
incnl,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  or  its  own  paper 
It  demnntls.  with  Shylock  severity,  its  "pound  of 
fcs/t."  and  that,  too.  without  the  condition  of  hu- 
manity imposed  on  the  Veiiitian  Jew  '-not  to  spill 
a  drop  of  Christian  blood"  in  the  exaction. 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  York  seems, 
however,  to  have  persuaded  hiirsclf  that  the  reipii- 
sition  of  gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues  would  improve  tho  general  currency  by  bring- 
ing into  circulation  a  larger  portion  of  the  precious 
metals.  But,  sir,  how  can  this  h.^?  It  was  shown, 
in  the  discussions  of  the  late  session  of  congress, 
that  when  there  are  two  currencies  in  a  country, 
one  answering  all  the  purposes  of  the  other,  and  a 
valuable  purpose  besides,  that  which  answers  the 
additional  purpose,  would  be  at  a  premium,  and  be- 
ing so,  would  not  enter  into  general  circulalion,  but 
be  biHight  and  sold  as  an  article  of  merchandise. 
According  to  this  law  of  currency,  it  would  follow, 
under  the  operation  of  the  proposed  system,  that 
gold  and  silver  only,  being  applicable  to  revenue 
payments,  they  would,  in  general,  command  a  pre- 
mium, and  would  consequently  be  withdrawn  from 
general  circulation.  They  would  be  sold  by  the 
broker  to  the  jiublic  debtor,  who  would  pay  them  to 
the  government — by  the  government,  they  would 
be  paid  oot  to  the  public  creditor,  and  the  public 
creditor  would  go  and  sell  them  again  to  thebroker. 
This  would  be  the  narrow  and  charmed  circle  of 
their  movement.  They  could  never  enter  into  the 
general  circulation,  under  such  circumstances;  nor, 
indeed,  under  any  circumstances,  (as  has  been  am- 
ply shown  on  another  occasion,)  without  a  previous 
suppression  of  the  smaller  denominations  of  bank 
notes,  for  which  this  bill  contains  no  provision. 

The  honorable  senator  also  argues,  that  this  policy 

woiild  tend  to  secure  soundness  in  the  paper  portiori 

of  the  currency,  by   checking   over-issues  of  the 

~ut,  instead  of  conlributins  to  the  sound- 


create  two  currencies  in  the  country — one  and  that  I  ness  of  the  p.iper  currency,  it  would  necessarily  in- 
the  '■  belter"  one  for  the  government,  another  and  j  crease  its  insecurity.  The  great  source  of  insccu- 
inferior  one  for  th^'  p.^ople — that  it  would  thus  se-  rity  in  the  banking  system  at  pres'-nt,  as  is  well 
parato  the  interests  of  the  governors  from  those  of  j  known,  is  the  danger  of  asuspcnsion  of  specie  pay- 
the  governed,  destroying  that  bond  of  sympathy  and  !  ments  arising  from  a  foreign  drain  of  the  p.'ecious 
common  feeling  between  Iheni  wliieh  is  the  best,  if  I  metals.     But  this  measure  would  superadd  to  th 


not  the  only,  security  for  a  sound  administration  of 
public  affairs — that  it  would  indefinitely  protract 
the  present  derangement  of  the  currency  and  de- 
liver it  over  finally  to  a  state  of  hopeless  and  irre- 
mediable disorder — -and  that  its  opsralion  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  states  would  be  of  the  most  hos- 
tile and  destructive  character.  I  should  not  now 
recur  to  these  topics,  having  heretofiire  discussed 
them  fully,  but  that  the  senator  from  New  Yor 


foreign  an  infernal  drain  of  specie,  to  be  locked  up 
in  the  vaults  of  the  government;  and,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  this  inte;nal  and  external  drain  would 
occur  at  the  iame  moment,  and  exert  together  their 
destructive  influence  upon  the  banks.  It  would  be 
in  years  of  heavy  importations  that,  the  balance  of 
trade  turning  against  the  country,  the  foreign  drain 
would  be  most  sensibly  felt,  and  it  would  be  pre- 
cisely, under  such  circumstances,  that  the  demand 


(Mr.  Wright,)  has  thought  proper  again  to  argue  for  specie  to  pay  the  duties,  on  these  importations 
them,  and  I  must  say,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  has  being  greatly  augmented,  the  internal  drain  would 
failed,  in  my  estimation,  to  shake  a  single  position  '  operate  also  with  most  severity.  How  then  can 
maintained  by  the  opponents  ofhis  bill.  It  has  been  ■  'be  honorable  senator  imagine  that  the  security  of 
fashionable  to  denounce  these  objections  as  mere  ad  the  paper  currency,  supplied  by  the  banks,  is  to  be 
caplandum   arguments  ;    but,  sir,  have   tliey  been  ■  increased   by  exposing  them  to  a  double  pressure 


ansiucred?     Can  they  be  answered,  otherwise  than 
by  returning  epithets  for  arguments  ? 

That  measure  would  establish  a  distinction,  an 
odious  distinction,  between  the  currency  of  the 
government  and  the  currency  of  the  people,  cannot 
be  denied,  for  such  i.-s  the  positi.e  provision  of  the 
bill.  It  expressly  requires  that,  alter  a  certain  time, 
the  government  shall  receive,  in  discharge  of  the 
public  dues,  and  pay  to  its  ofTiceis  and  other  cre- 
ditors, nothing  but  gold  and  silver  or  its  own  paper, 
while  the  common  currency,  in  which  the  people 
transact  their  dealings,  would  still  remain  bank  pa- 
per.    The  fact,  then,  is  undeniable.     But  it  is  inti 


from  witliin  and  from  without,  at  so  critical  a  mo- 
ment. 

In  regard  to  the  hostile  operation  of  this  measure 
on  the  state  currencies,  and  tho  credit  institutions  of 
the  states,  the  honorable  senator  has  taken  up  the 
subject  in  far  too  narrow  a  point  of  view.  He  spoke 
as  if  the  whole  matter  of  complaint,  in  this  respect, 
consisted  in  withholding  the  deposite.sof  the  public 
money  from  the  banks.  But,  sir,  the  ght  of  the 
question  does  not  lie  here.  This  is  a  matter  in 
wliich  the  convenienceand  the  safety  of  the  ijovern- 
ment  itself  are  concerned  far  more  than  any  interest 
of  the  banks  senerallv,  or  of  the  slates  by  which 


mated  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  this ;  and  we,  who  I  they  are  created.  The  real  grievance  is  in  the  steTU 
oppose  it  are  asked  if  we  would  have  the  govern-  '  exclusion  by  law  of  the  sound  convertible  currencies 
ment  in  the  present  condition  of  thing.t,  for  exam-    of  the  states  from  all  transactions  of  the  federal 


pie,  to  receive  its  revenue  in  the  v.^nous  spiinoi 
substitutes  for  money,  which  now  foim  so  large  a 


ortion  of  the  actual   circulation   of  the  country,    the  government  to  the  present  day,)  the  official  dis 


The  answer,  sir,  costs  me  no  embarrassment.  I 
say,  no  ;  but  this  is  precisely  a  case  in  which  the 
exception  proves  the  rule.  The  present  is  a  tempo- 
rary and  accidental  slate  of  things;  and  the  refusal 
of  the  government,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
receive  the  degraded  currency  of  the  times  in  pay- 
ment  of  tho   public   revenue,  so   far   from    being 


fovernment,  (transactions  in  which  they  have  been 
eretofore  invariably  admitted,  from  the  origin  of 


credit  and  protest,  in  advance,  thus  stamped  upon 
those  currencies  by  the  unfriendly  action  of  this 
government,  giving  the  signal  for  general  distrust 
and  want  of  confidence  in  regard  to  them.  Sir,  it 
will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  show  that,  under  the 
blight  of  this  legislative  denunciation,  and  in  the 
progressive  werking  of  the  system  now  proposed. 


the  state  currencies  will  be  finally  broken  down,  and 
a  national  government  paper  currency,  resting  on 
the  same  priiicijdes  as  our  old  continental  money, 
he  maile  to  take  their  place.  But  the  senator  from 
New  York  tells  us  that  the  stale  currencies  will  en- 
joy as  much  favor  under  the  new  policy,  as  they  did 
under  the  regime  of  the  United  States  Bank— that 
that  ihstitutionvery  rarely  received  the  notes  of  the 
slate  banks  in  collection  of  the  public  ri'venuc,  and 
when  it  did  so,  it  promptly  returned  them  for  conver- 
sion into  specie.  1  certainly  had  not  expected.  Mr. 
President,  tli.at  the  Bank  of  llic  United  States  would 
be  held  u|i,  from  that  (piarter,  as  a  model  for  imita- 
tion, in  regard  to  its  policy  toward  the  state  institu- 
tions. But  the  senator  is  mistaken  in  what  be  says 
of  the  course  of  that  institnlion,  and  it  will  appear 
that  even  its  policy  was  one  of  far  more  liberality 
toward  the  state  institutions  than  that  which  the 
honorable  senator  himself  now  proposes.  It  is  offi- 
cially stated  ill  the  triennial  report  of  the  president 
of  that  institution  to  the  stockholders  in  September, 
IS.-Jl.  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  the 
practice  of  "  receiviiii;  fretly  the  notes  of  the  state 
banks,  williin  convenient  reacli  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches;"  and  this  free  reception  ol  the  notes  of 
the  state  banks  and  luriudical  ••  sclllcineuts  of  ac- 
counts" with  them,  were  the  boasted  means  on 
which  that  inslitutioii  relied  to  regulate  and  jirescivi; 
the  soundness  of  the  general  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  farther  shown  by  the  answer  of  that  offi- 
cer to  certain  interrogatoiics  propounded  to  him  by 
the  eoinmittee  on  finance,  of  this  body,  in  March, 
1S3(),  that  though  frequent  "  sctllemeittsui'  accounts" 
were  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with 
the  stale  banks,  they  were  "  rarely  forced  to  pay 
specie"  to  any  considerable  amount  for  their  notes, 
but  payment  was  taken  in  their  bills  of  exchange, 
or  balances  permitted  to  lie  over,  'till  melted  down 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business  and  mutual 
transactions.  This  statement  is  sustained,  through 
a  series  of  years,  by  the  annual  returns  ol  the  bank 
to  congress,  exhibiting  generally  large  balances  due 
to  it  from  the  state  banks.  But,  sir,  even  though  tho 
course  of  the  Uniteil  States  Bank  had  been  as  un- 
frienilly  toward  the  state  institutions,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  supposes,  the  law  of  the  land, 
the  legi-lation  of  congress,  made  no  attack  on  them, 
as  is  now  proposed.  On  the  contrary,  their  credit 
was  cherished  and  sustained  by  the"  law  ;  for  the 
joint  resolution  of  ISlGexpresslydeclartd  that  their 
notes,  when  convertible  on  demand  into  sjiecie, 
should  be  receivable,  equally  with  specie,  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues.  This'is  the  important  consi- 
deration ;  for  in  the  law,  in  the  policy  and  language 
of  the  frarcniracTi/,  abides  mainly  that  principle  of 
confidence,  on  which  all  paper  currency  rests,  and 
which  is  now  proposed  to  be  rudely' withdrawn 
from  the  currencies  of  the  states,  however  unques- 
tionable their  soundness  and  value. 

But  Mr.  Presiilent,  without  dwelling  farther  on 
these  considerations,  I  beg  leave  to  a.-k  gentlemen 
who  are  so  zealously  pationising  the  policy  of  this 
measure,  if  they  can  arlduce  to  us,  from  ancient  or 
modern  times,  from  civilized  or  even  barbarous 
communities,  a  solitary  example  of  a  government 
demanding  and  collecting  its  revenue  in  a  currency 
different  f'rom  the  common,  .actual  currency  of  the 
country.  If  there  be  any  such,  it  has  escaped  my 
researches.  In  countiies  where  the  public  revenue 
may  have  been,  or  mav  now  be,  collected  in  gold 
and  silver,  it  will  be  loiiiid  that  gold  and  silver  con- 
stitute the  common,  aclual  currency  of  the  people. 
Even  in  England  and  France,  w  here  the  circulation 
consists,  in  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  precious 
metals,  the  revenue  payuienls  are,  by  no  means, 
confined  to  gold  and  silver:  but  bank  notes  are  free- 
ly received  in  both,  in  discharge  ol  the  government 
dues.  It  is,  indeed,  a  fundamental  maxim  of  taxa- 
tion, laid  down  by  all  writers  on  political  economy,* 
and  respected  in  the  practice  of  all  governments, 
that  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  public  contribu- 
tions ought  to  be  that  most  consistent  with  Ihe  con- 
venience of  Ihe  payers— the  great  body  of  the  com- 
munity. Is  it  reserved  for 'the  government  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  its  theory  the  most  popular  on 
earth,  and  claiming  the  merit  of  the  closest  sympa- 
thy with  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  people,  to 
set  the  first  example  of  a  departure  fiom  this  just 
and  benignant  rule  ofpolicy?  and  for  what  reason— 
for  what  purpose  ?  I  think  I  have  shown  that  none 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  to  he  pro- 
moled  by  it.  It  may,  it  is  true,  be  quite  agreeable 
to  the  office-holders,  and  other  recipierds  of  the 
bounty  of  the  government,  to  obtain  their  emolu- 
ments in  a  "belter"  currency,  than  the  common 
currency  of  the  people  ;  but  surely  this  will  be  held 
no  legitimate  consideiation  for  legislators  and  slates- 
men.  What  end,  then,  is  to  be  answered?  What 
object  to  be  promoted  by  the  introduction  of  this 


*  Smith's  Wealth  of  N.nlinns— Book  V.  chap,  II. 
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aiiuiiialy  in  the  liistory  of  legislation.'  Is  it  to  carry 
out  souie  theoretical  dogma— some  mere  common 
place  or  party  ?  Is  it,  in  short,  to  satisly  the  notions 
couched  and  propagated  under  the  well-sounding 
phrase  constilutional  currency.  ,     t    -^ 

I  ask,  then,  what  is  meant  by  this  phrase?  Is  it 
meant  that  no  other  currency  is  consliUUwnal  but 
gold  and  silver?  If  so,  I  deny  the  proposition. 
Bank  notes,  us  currency,aie  as  constitutional  as  gold 
and  silver.  The  constitution,  it  is  true,  declares 
that  "no  state  shall  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  oi  debts."  This 
was  intended  to  establish  an  ultimate  stand-ard  of 
value  for  the  adjustment  of  contracts,  where  the 
parties  chose  to  insist  on  the  strictness  of  legal 
rights,  but  not  to  p'revent  the  states  from  authorizing 
convertible  rcpresentatices  of  that  value  to  be  used 
as  currency,  or  a  common  medium  of  exchani^e  and 
circulation,  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  On  the 
contrary,  those  representatives  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes,  were  known  and  used  as  currency,!ii  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  nothing  in 
that  inslrument  prohibits  them — the  states  have, 
constantly  since,  been  in  the  habit  of  creating  cor- 
porations, authorized  to  issue  and  circulate  them — 
the  power,  thus  exercised  by  the  states,  has  been 
invariably  acquiesced  in  and  recon-nised  by  the  ge- 
neral government — and  recently  it  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  solemn  and  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  (in  the 
case  ot  Briscoe  vs.  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky,) that  the  states  rightfully  and  constitution- 
ally possess  the  power.  'l  say  it  was  unaniuiously 
so'deciiled  by  the  supreme  court,  because,  although 
a  minority  of  the  court  were  of  opinion  that,  where 
the  state  owned  the  entire  stock  of  the  bank,  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  would  be  an  infringement  of  the 
constitutional  prohibition  on  the  states  "to  emit 
bills  of  credit,"  yet  all  the  judges  concurred,  that 
the  authority  of  the  states  was  unquestionable  where 
the  stock  of  the  banks  was  owned  either  by  indivi- 
duals entirely,  or  by  tliem  in  common  with  the  state 
as  a  partial  stockholder.  State  bank  notes,  then, 
being  issued  in  pursuance  of  an  unquestionable  con- 


how  the  proposed  system  would  work.  In 
years  of  abundant  importation,  the  circulation  of 
the  seaports  being  insufficient  to  furnish  the  requi- 
site sums  of  specie  to  pay  the  duties,  large  amounts 
would  be  drawn  from  the  south  and  west  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  custom  house  in  the  north  and 
east.  The  sections,  thus  stript  ol  their  specie, 
would  be,  all  at  once,  subjected  to  the  gri;atcst  ol 
all  calamities  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view — that 
of  a  delicient  circulation,  suddenly  contracted,  not 
in  the  ratio,  merely,  of  the  specie  removed,  but  of 
four  or  five  times  its  amount;  for  to  that  extent 
would  the  banks  be  compelled  to  call  in  their  cir- 
culation, in  order  to  meet  the  drafts  upon  them  for 
the  precious  metals.  Under  this  desolating  pro- 
cess, the  prices  ol  propeity  would  be  struck  down, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  credilor  violently  dis- 
turbed, and  every  branch  of  industry  paralysed 
and  w  ithered.  On  the  oilier  hand,  when  the  land 
sales  becauie  active,  the  current  would  be  reversed, 
large  masses  of  specie  would  be  drawn  from  the 
north  and  the  east  to  the  south  and  the  west,  at- 
tended with  the  same  distressing  eii'ects  on  the 
trade  and  industry  of  the  country,  and  only  shifting 
the  theatre  of  their  disastrous  operation.  What 
could  result  from  this  perpetual  dragging,  to  and 
fro,  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  contrary  to  the 
natural  laws  of  trade,  and  in  obedience  only  to 
arbitrary  governmental  regulations,  but  incessant 
throes  and  convulsions  in  the  whole  .system  of  its 
business  and  currency  ? 

It  would  be  some  compensation,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  if  the  specie,  of  which  ditferent 
portions  of  the  country  would,  in  their  turn,  be 
stript,  under  the  operation  of  this  new  system, 
were  restored  to  active  and  beneficial  use  in  those 
sections  to  which  it  would  be  transferred.  But 
would  this  be  the  case  ?  No,  sir.  The  w  hole  sur- 
plus, beyond  the  current  disbursemment  of  the 
government,  would  rest  in  barren  and  unproduc- 
tive idleness,  in  the  '■  vaults  and  iron  safes"  of 
your  sub-treasuries.  It  would  be  an  annihilation 
of  so  much  of  the  national   capital,   susceptible  of 

ultiplication,  through  conventional  substitutes,  to 


stitutional  authority,  are  a  constitutional  currency,  as  1  four  times  its  nominal  amount,  and  capable  of  fruc- 
well  as  gold  and  silver.  It  is  true,  a  creditor  can-  tifying  and  sustaining  the  national  industry  to  a 
not  be  compelled  to  accept  payment  of  his  debt  in  i  corresponding  extent.  1  must  confess,  Mr.  Presi- 
bank  notes,  if  he  object  to  doing  so ;  but  this  dues  1  dent,  that  this  monopoly  and  hoarding  of  tlie  pre- 


not  atfect  their  character  as  currency,  as  a  com. 
medium  of  exchange  and  circulation,  or  prevent  a 
payment  in  bank  notes  from  being  a  final  and  com- 
plete discharge  of  the  debt,  if  accepted. 

But,  perhaps,  by  this  oft  repeated  phrase,  it  is 
meant  to  be  implied  that  there  is  some  special 
constitutional  obligation  on  tlie  government  to  de- 
mand its  dues  in  gold  and  silver.  There  is  as  little 
foundation,  however,  for  this  notion  as  for  that 
which  I  have  just  exposed.  The  government  is 
like  every  other  creditor.  It  has  Ihe  power,  as  ev- 
ery individual  creditor  has,  (if  it  chooses  wantonly 
to  exert  it,  and  to  recur  to  the  rigor  of  strict  right,) 
to  insist  on  the  payment  of  its  dues  in  gold  and 
silver;  but,  as  an  individual  creditor  also,  it  may 
waive  its  strict  right,  the  sternness  of  the  sumrnum 
jus,  (which,  we  are  told,  is  most  frequently  sumina 
injuria.)  and  receive  its  dues  in  the  same  medium 
which  individuals  and  the  people,  by^ommon con- 
sent, use  for  the  adjustment  of  their  transactions. 
This  it  has  done,  from  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution to  the  present  day,  and  never,  heretofore, 
with  any  question  of  tlie  constitutionalily  of  the 
piocedure.  It  not  only  has  the  constitutional  pow- 
er wdiich  every  other  creditor  has,  to  waive  the 
strictness  of  its  right,  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  es- 
pecially incumbent  on  it,  as  the  common  agent  ol 
the  people,  guided  by  that  fundamental  and  be- 
nignant maxim  of  taxation,  to  which  I  have  alrea- 
dy adverted,  to  waive  an  extreme  right,  which,  in 
its  exercise,  would  so  seriously  atlect  the  conve- 
nience of  its  constituents — the  great  body  of  the 
people. 

We  must  not,  then,  be  led  away,  under  the  do- 
minion of  well-sounding  phrases,  of  plausible  or 
pompous  common  places,  to  disregard  the  real  in- 
terests of  the  country.  As  legislators  and  states- 
men, we  must  emancipate  our  minds  from  the  de- 
lusive authority  of  mere  dogmas,  and  look  to  the 
consequences  of  our  actions,  the  practical  edecis 
of  our  measures.  If  we  trace  this  requisition  of 
specie  for  the  public  dues  in  its  effects  on  the  aclual 
business  of  society,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  convuLoe  the  whole  monetary  system  of 
the  country,  and  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of  ceaseless 
and  distressiiig  commotion.  Under  the  operation 
of  the  banking  system  as  it  exists  in  this  country, 
specie  is  to  be  regarded  not  so  much  a  part  of  the 
currency,  as  the  basis  or  source  of  a  far  larger  por- 
tion. Forevery  dollarof  hard  money  that  is  taken 
from  the  banks,  four  or  five  times  its  amount  is 
withdrawn  in  another  form  from  the  actual  circula- 
tion ot  the  country.     Bearing  this  in  mind,  let  us 


cious  metals  by  the  government,  does  seem  to  me 
unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  We  may 
find  examples  of  it  among  the  nations  of  antiquity. 
But  their  circumstances  vvere  very  different  from 
ours.  They  were  engaged  in  frequent  wars,  and 
they  accumulated  their  treasure  in  advance,  as  a 
provision  for  those  national  emergencies,  always 
with  them,  more  or  less  near  at  hand.  It  may  also 
deserve  consider.ition  whether  the  practice  which 
[irevailed  among  them  of  hoarding  the  public  trea- 
sure was  not  the  cause,  fully  as  much  as  the  effect, 
of  the  frequency  of  their  wars;  for  the  relief  to 
industiy  from  unlocking  those  vast  hoards  in  time 
of  war,  may  well  be  conceived  to  have  rendered 
the  occurrence  of  war  no  unwelcome  event  to  their 
crowded  populations.  If  we  descend  to  modern 
times,  we  find  no  instance  of  this  national  hoard- 
ing, butamongrudeand  uncivilized  communities — 
the  barbary  powers  of  the  tartar  tribes,  for  ex- 
ample. Tile  dey  of  Algiers  is  said  to  have  been 
the  master  of  a  large  hoard  of  accumulated  trea- 
sure, when  he  was  expelled  from  his  dominions  by 
the  French.  So,  also,  was  Mazeppa,  the  celebra- 
ted Cossack  chieftain,  the  untutored  ally  of  Charles 
the  XII.  But  surely,  we  are  not  going  to  the  banks 
of  the  Dnieper,  or  the  shores  of  Africa,  for  lessons 
in  policy  and  legislation.  We  shall  not  thus,  I 
humbly  trust,  dishonor  the  spirit  of  the  age,  belie 
the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  and  mar  the 
destinies  of  our  great  and  glorious  country. 

But  there  are  aspects  of  this  measure  even  more 
dangerous  and  alarming.  In  the  remarks  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  Ihe  senate,  at  the  late  session.  I 
said  that  this  scheme  had  a  squinting,  *'  an  awful 
squinting"  towards  a  treasury  bank.  It  now  has 
that  character  boldly  planted  on  its  front.  It  is,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  grcof  government  bank; 
and  of  this  I  persuade  myself  I  shall  be  able  to 
satisfy  every  gentleman  who  will  do  me  Ihe  honor 
to  accompany  me  in  the  analysis  T  propose  to  make 
of  its  composition.  In  Ihe  first  place,  the  national 
revenue,  collected  in  gold  atid  silver,  is  to  be  dispo- 
sed in  masses  at  certain  leading  points,  designated 
by  their  importance  in  a  commercial,  fin.incial,  or 
political  view.  The  bill  directs  that  there  shall 
be  a  great  central  depot  of  it  in  the  new  treasury 
building  here — another  depot  in  the  mint  of  Phila- 
delphia— a  third  at  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  four  other  similar  depots  of  the  national 
treasure  in  gold  and  silver,  at  New  York,  Boston, 
Charleston,  at  St  Louis.  Buildings  are  to  be  erect- 
ed (where  they  do  not  already  exist.)  for  the  re- 
ce[>tion  and  security  of  these  funds,  fitted  up  with 


vaults,  safes,  and  all  the  usual  appendages  of  a 
banking  establishment.  The  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  are  to  preside,  particularly, 
over  the  central  establishment  here — the  treasurer 
of  the  mint  and  the  branch  mint  over  the  estab- 
lishments in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  and 
four  receivers  general,  with  their  clerks  and  assis- 
tants, over  those  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
and  St.  Louis.  Thus  you  have  the  funds  or  capital 
to  operate  on,  placed  in  position  at  suitable  points, 
and  a  complete  organization  of  officers  to  manage 
and  administer  those  funds.  Nothing  but  the  J)las- 
tic  hand  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  be 
wanting  to  mould  these  material.s  into  a  bank,  and 
to  give  motion  and  direction  to  the  machine.  How 
will  it  be  done?  The  modus  operandi  will  be  per- 
fectly natural  and  simple. 

The  government  funds,  compared  with  Ihe  dis- 
bursements to  be  made,  will  be  in  excess  in  some 
places,  while  they  will  be  deficient  in  others.  They 
must  then  be  transferred  from  one  place  of  deposite 
to  another.  This  will  hardly  ever,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, be  done  by  an  actual  transportation  of  spe- 
cie. It  will,  doubtless,  be  generally  effected  by 
the  ordinary  commercial  means  of  drafts  and  bills 
of  exchange.  The  bill  most  sedulously  gives  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  an  unlimited  discre- 
tionary authority  to  make  and  order  these  transfers 
from  one  place  of  deposite  to  another,  and  from 
one  individual  depository  to  another.  At  a  place, 
therefore,  where  the  government  funds  are  in  ex- 
cess, and  he  wishes  to  transfer  a  portion  of  them  to 
some  other  place  where  they  are  deficient,  he  will 
naturally  direct  a  draft,  or  bill  of  exchange  on  the 
latter  place  to  be  bought,  paying  for  it  out  of  the 
specie  accumulaled  in  excess  at  the  place  of  the 
negotiation.  On  the  other,  hand,  when  he  wishes 
to  draw  funds  from  a  distant  pface,  where  they  are 
in  excess,  to  aplace  where  they  are  deficient,  a  bill 
on  the  former  place  will  be  sold,  and  the  money  re- 
ceived for  it,  added  to  the  deficient  funds  at  the 
place  of  the  negotiation.  The  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment, thus  operating  on  the  jniblic  funds  under 
this  system,  would  become  habitual  dealers  in 
exchange — a  regular  and  acknowledged  branch 
of  the  business  of  banking.  In  the  exercise  of 
these  functions,  the  accommodation  of  indivi- 
djais  would  come  to  be  fully  as  much  consulted  as 
the  wanis  of  the  government.  The  receiver  gen- 
eral at  St.  Louis,  for  example,  having  an  excess  of 
the  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  and  instructed  to 
transfer  that  excess  to  the  sub-treasury  at  New 
York,  would  naturally  do  so  by  buying  drafts  of 
rnerchanis  or  other  individuals  on  the  latter  place. 
But  in  this  application  of  the  public  money  to  the 
purchase  of  drafts,  what  an  endless  field  would 
there  be  for  undue  favors  to  individuals,  as  well  in 
discriminating  among  those  who  might  have  draft? 
to  sell,  as  in  adjusting  the  price  and  other  terms  of 
the  purchase.  So,  likewise,  if  we  suppose  the  re- 
ceiver general  al  New  York,  authorised  to  draw  a 
surplus  of  public  moneys  froni  St.  Louis,  he  would 
do  so  by  selling  drafts  on  the  receiver  general  at 
St.  Louis;  and  in  this  operation  of  selling,  there 
would  be  precisely  the  same  danger  of  abuse,  and 
of  the  influence  of  personal  considerations,  as  I 
have  just  shown  to  exist  in  that  of  buying  ex- 
change. 

It  is  also  very  easy  to  perceive  tJiat,  under  the 
forms  of  buying  and  selling  bills  of  exchange  by 
government  officers,  real  loans  to  individuals  may 
be  couched.  If  I  buy,  for  example,  a  bill  of  ex- 
change which  has  sixty  or  ninety  days  to  run,  and 
pay  for  it  in  cash,  as  I  suppose  to  be  done  in  the 
case,  put  above,  of  a  receiver  general  purchasing 
bills  to  transfer  an  excess  of  public  moneys  in  his 
hands,  uliat  is  this  in  fact  but  a  loan  of  money  to 
be  returned,  at  the  end  of  sixty  or  ninety  days,  at 
some  other  place  where  the  government  wants  it. 
It  is,  indeed,  except  as  to  ;i/acc,  the  ordinary  form 
of  discounting  mercantile  paper.  In  like  manner, 
the  sale  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  to  be  paid  for  at  a 
future  day,  is  a  very  convenient  medium  of  a  real 
loan.  The  purchaser  immediately  sells  the  bill  he 
has  bought,  realizes  it  in  money,  the  use  of  wdiich 
he  enjoys  for  the  stipulated  period,  and  then  returns 
it  with  the  rate  of  profit  agreed  upon  in  the  nomi- 
nal purchase.  The  transaction  is,  to  every  practi- 
cal intent,  a  loan;  and  professional  gentlemen, 
conversant  wilh  the  devices  practised  to  evade  the 
statutes  against  usury,  will  tell  you  that  nothing  is 
moie  common  than  to  make  a  real  loan  under  this 
very  form  of  selling  a  bill  of  exchange.  We  see, 
then,  that  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  under  Ihe 
organization  provided  by  this  bill,  would  not  only 
be  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  bills  of  exchange, 
but  they  would  have  the  power  of  discounting  mer- 
cantile paper  and  making  real  loans.  Thus  the 
bill  creates,  in  effect,  a  banlc  of  discount. 

It  would,  moreover,  be  a  bank  of  deposite,  for 
the  27th  section  of  the  bill  expressly  authorises  in- 
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dividuaU  to  dcposite  money  in  the  "treasury,  or  at 
such  other  jjoints  as  the  treasurer  may  designate," 
the  receipts  lor  which,  it  is  declared,  shall  he  cur- 
rent in  the  several  land  olliccs  as  cash.  This,  I 
am  aware,  is  but  a  special  and  limited  provision, 
conhned  at  present  to  payments  in  advance  lor 
public  lands.  IJut  the  principle  beinsj  once  intro- 
duced, will,  from  lime  to  lime,  be  extended  to  other 
cases.  I  shall  horealter  have  occasion  to  show 
that  president  J.icksan,  when  he  sugs^-''^''  "'^ 
idea  of  a  government  hnnk,of  wliich  this  bill  srems 
to  be  the  developement,  expressly  recommended 
that  it  should  be  based  upon  individual,  as  well  as 
public  deposites. 

The  organization  insliluted  by  this  bill  would 
also  be  a  bank  ol'  circulnlion,  for  the  drafts,  re- 
ceipts, and  other  paper  authorized  to  be  issued  by 
the  oflicers  of  the  tre.isury,  under  (he  provisions  of 
the  bill,  woiilil  form  a  part  of  the  actual  currency 
and  circulation  of  the  country.  That  it  i:<  design- 
ed, through  the  medium  of  lliis  machinery,  to  is- 
sue permanently  a  government  paper  rurrency, 
under  some  form  or  other,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by 
the  alternative  clause  of  the  bill  relating  to  receipts 
and  jiavments  bv  the  government,  which  requires 
that  all  such  receipis  and  payments,  afler  a  ceilain 
period,  shall  be  in  gold  and  silver,  "or  in  notes, 
bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States."  The  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  the  patron  and  champion  of  this 
bill,  and  the  author  of  the  provision  just  referred  to, 
is  known  to  advocate  a  paper  currency  of  that  des- 
cription, issued  and  resting  exclusively  on  the  cred- 
it of  the  government.  The  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury too,  in  his  report  on  the  (inances,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  does  not  iiesitate 
to  ask  congress  for  the  permanent  grant  of  an  au- 
thority to  issue  trcusunj  noles,  (at  his  discretion, 
within  a  certain  limit,)  according  to  the  varying 
wants  ofthe  treasury.  Hut  the  design  of  supplying 
a  paper  medium,  for  general  circulation,  through 
the  fiscal  action  of  the  government,  is  more  fully 
developed  in  the  report  of  that  odiccr  at  the  last 
session,  and  from  that  document,  I  beg  leave  to 
read  to  the  senate  a  few  significant  extracts. 

"  Should  congress,"  says  the  secretary,  "deter- 
mine that  it  is  proper  to  lurnish  by  its  o\\  n  author- 
ity, and  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  some 
paper  medium  of  liigher  character,  and  other  than 
what  now  exists  in  private  bills  of  exchange,  or 
voles  of  sUile  banks,  no  doubt  exists,  thai  any  bene- 
fits which  may  occasionally  be  derived  from  its 
employment  can  be  readily  secured,  without  tread- 
ing on  the  debateable  ground  of  either  the  power 
or  the  policy  of  chartering  a  national  bank.  Certi- 
ficates, not  on  interest,  but  payable  in  specie  to 
bearer  or  order,  as  well  as  beiiig  receivable  for  all 
public  dues,  could  be  aulhorized  to  be  givi-n  in 
payment  to  the  public  creditor,  whenever  preferred 
by  him.  tind  suliicient  specie  existed  in  the  trea- 
sury. 'V\\\3 kind  of  paper  would  be  very  conve- 
nient in  form,  anil  would  differ  little  from  the  drafts 
now  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  fund,  and  expressing  on  its  face  not 
only  this,  but  its  being  receivable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  all  public  dues.  It  would  possess  the 
highest  credit  attainable  in  society."  "The  com- 
mon drafts  of  this  department,  in  the  present  con- 
venient form,  possess  one  advardage.  which  couM 
be  imparted  to  the  certificates.  When  used  at 
places  against  which  the  balance  of  trade  exists, 
but  drawn  on  places  in  whose  favor  it  is,  the  for- 
merdonow,  and  may  hereafter,  not  only  facilitale 
essenlialbj  the  domestic  exchanges,  but  at  the  same 
time,  supersede  numerous  bank  transfers,  and  the 
more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself." 

"The  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the 
depositeof  bullion  and  specie  for  coinage,  might  be 
easili)  made  running  to  bearer  or  order,  and  receiva- 
ble for  all  public  dues  ;  and,  in  that  way,  w  ould 
cntribute  to  the  same  desirable  ends." 

•'  It  must  be  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank 
would  bf  less  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  for 
public  dues,  in  proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid 
eecnrities  and  foundations  as  the  certificates  before 
described." 

My  purpose  is  not  now  to  discuss  the  supposed 
advantages  of  this  irovernment  paper  currency,  so 
much  lauded  by  the  secretary.  The  great  recom- 
mendation of  it,  in  his  eyes,  is  that  it  woulrl  rest 
upon  a  specie  basis  co-extensive  with  the  issues. 
But  as  the  certificates  would  be  rarely  relumed 
Ibr  redemption,  nothing  would  be  more  likely  to 
happen  than  what  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  bank 
of  Amsterdam — that,  in  the  mean  time,  large  por- 
tions ofthe  specie  would  be  withdrawn  and  divert- 
ed to  other  purposes.  B'lt  my  intention  was  sim- 
ply to  show  that  an  i'ssue  of  a  government  paper 
currency,  in  some  form  or  other,  is  one  ofthe  main 
objects  of  this  new  financial  scheme.  In  looking 
at  the  passage  above  quoted,  and  others  of  similar 


import  in  the  report  ofthe  secretary  of  the  treasu- 1 
ry,  it  is  impossible  to  wink  so  hard  as  not  to  see 
that  the  design  is  to  supply  a/wpo'mcj/iHm, through  I 
the  fiscal  operations  of  this  government,  which,  it  j 
is  hoped,  wcMild  ulliniatvly  supersede  the  state  cur- 
rencies ;  ami  the  organiz  liion  proposed,  in  this  bill, 
is  the  instrument  by  which  that  design  is  to  he  ac- 
compli.ihcd.  Thatit  would  hi  a  b.mk  oi'  circula-\ 
/(o/i  is  unquestionable;  audi  have  already  shown: 
that  it  would  be  a  bank  both  of  discount  and  dc- 
posite. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  however,  seems 
to  think  there  w(.uld  be  no  bank  in  all  this,  because 
there  would  be  no  incorporation.  But  incorpora- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  constilute  a  bank,  which 
derives  its  character  wholly  Irom  the  nature  of  its 
business  and  functions.  The  governujcnt  bank  of 
Russia  is  not  incorporated.  iN'either  is  the  gov- 
ernment bank  of  Austria.  Thry  are  both  consti- 
tuted of,  and  managed  by,  olficcrs  ol  the  govern- 
ment, precisely  as  llie  machinery  created  by  Ibis 
hill  is  proposed  to  he  managed  and  directed.  So 
in  regard  to  the  private  and  joint  stock  banks  of 
England.  They  are  not  incorporated  ;  but  no  bo- 
dy ever  supposed  them  to  be  the  less  banks  on  that 
account.  Some  Ihirlein  or  fourteen  years  ago,  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Ricardo  proposed  the  plairof"a 
national  bank"  in  Kngland,  which,  among  other 
things,  was  to  have  the  exclusive  piivilcge  of  issu- 
ing the  whole  paper  cuirency  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  to  he  a  government  inslitution,  consisling  of 
five  commissioners,  residing  in  London,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown  ami  removable  by  parlia- 
ment, and"  to  be  assisted  by  agcnis  and  olficers  es- 
tablished in  the  leading  couidry  towns.  Tlie  plan 
of  this  bill  bears,  in  some  respects,  so  close  a  re- 
.semblance  to  that  of  Mr.  Ricardo.  that  it  is  diffieult 
to  resist  the  impression  that  the  one  must  have 
suggested  the  oilier.  The  organization  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ricardo,  consisted,  like  that  of  this  hill,  of 
public  officers,  having  certain  duties  and  fuiiclions 
assigned  to  them,  connected  with  Ihe  collection  and 
management  ofthe  public  revenue,  as  well  as  with 
the  issue  of  a  paper  currency.  No  act  of  incorpo- 
ration was  proposed  or  deemed  necessary;  but  he 
did  not,  on  that  account,  the  less  consider  his 
scheme  a '■  national  bank,"  under  which  name  it 
was  expressly  presented  to  his  countrymen. 

But  there  is  another  authority  on  this  head  still 
more  in  point.  It  remounis  to  the  first  suggestion 
ever  mad'-  in  this  country  of  a  government  or  trea- 
sury bank.  I  allude,  of'course,  to  presidnnt  Jack- 
son', who  in  his  first  annual  message  to  congress, 
(1829,)  threw  out  the  idea  of  a  hank,  founded  on 
the  "credit  and  resources  ofthe  United  States." 
This  snggnstion  becaiae  the  subject  of  very  able 
and  elaborate  examination  by  the  committees  on 
finance,  in  this  and  the  other  house,  by  both  of 
which,  though  consisting  id'  warm  friends  of  the 
president,  the  suggestion 'was  repudiated  and  ex- 
plodi-d.  The  president,  in  his  message  at  Ihe  com- 
mencement of  the  following  session  of  congress, 
(December,  1830,)  thought  jiroper  to  recur  to  the 
subject,  and  to  define  more  precisely  what  he 
meant  by  a  bank  founded  on  "the  credit  and  re- 
sources 'of  the  United  Slates."  The  scheme  he 
then  brought  forward  was  identical,  in  every  res- 
pect, with  that  contained  in  the  present  bill ;  and 
yet,  with  the  joldierly  frankness  which  characteris- 
ed him,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  call  it  by  its  proper 
nair.e— "  a  bank  ofthe  United  States."  Let  u?  sec 
what  he  said  on  that  occasion. 

"In  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  improvement 
which  distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institu- 
tions, it  becomes  us  lo  enquire  whether  it  be  nnl 
pos-ible  to  secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the 
present  bank,  through  the  agency  of  a  b.mk  of  the 
United  States,  so  modified  in  its  principles  and  struc- 
ture, as  to  obviate  constilutional  and  other  objec- 
tions. It  is  thought  praclical  le  to  organize  such  a 
bank,  with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  ol 
the  treasury  department,  based  on  the  ptiblic  and 
individual  deposites,  (williout  power  to  make  loans 
or  purchase  pioperty.)  which  shall  remit  the  funds 
ofthe  government,  aiid  the  expenses  of  which  may 
be  paul,  if  thought  aiUisabli.-,  by  allowing  its  offi- 
cers to  sell  bills  of  exchan!:e  to  private  individuals. 
at  a  moderate  premium.  8cc.,  fee.,  fee.  In  times  ol 
public  emergency,  the  capacilics  of  such  an  institu- 
tion might  h'.  enlarged  by  legislative  provisions." 

The  bink  which  gen.  Jackson  jiropii^ed.  was  to 
be  organized,  with"  the  necessary  officers,  as  a 
branch  ofthe  treasury  department,  to  be  based  on 
Ihe  public  and  individual  deposites.  tii  remitthc  funds 
of  Ihe  government,  and  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange. 
the  organization,  provided  by  the  bill  under  con. 
sideration,  is  to  possess  every  one  of  these  attri- 
butes, and  to  perform  other  banking  functions  in 
addition,  such  as  Ihe  i'siie  of  pajier,  which  was  not 
then  contemplated.  Yet,  whil.-  the  lorrr.er  plan, 
was    boldly  avowed  to  be  a  bank,   this  is  denied  to 


be  one.  Gen.  Jackson,  with  all  his  popularity  and 
energy  of  purpose,  was  not  able  lo  commend  his 
plan  lo  the  favor  of  the  country,  and  cv.'ii  bis  I'o- 
tomle  de  fer,  (iron  will,)  as  it  was  called  by  a  for- 
eign representative,  on  a  memorable  occasion,  obey- 
ing the  gre.at  law  of  republicanism,  bent  b.ureath 
the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  abandoned  the 
scheme.  Yet  the  same  scheme  is  now  reproduced, 
amid  the  cnnlusion  of  the  times,  in  an  aggravated 
form,  but  withoul  the  name. 

II  is  a  remaik.ihle  circumstance,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  banking  insli- 
tiilions  of  Europe  have  grown  up  from  precisely 
such  beginnings  as  are  contained  in  this  bill.  The 
bank  ol  Venice,  lor  example,  the  oldest  and  most 
celebrated  bank  in  Europe,  commenced  as  a  fiscal 
inslilution.  The  rcpublir,  pressed  liy  ils  foreign 
wars,  was  compelled  to  resort  to  a  forced  loan.  In 
order  lo  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  this 
loan,  it  set  apart  certain  branches  of  Ihe  public 
revenue,  and  insliluUd  a  board  of  commissioners, 
called  the  chamber  of  loans,  who  were  charged 
with  the  collection  and  management  of  those 
branches  of  the  revenue,  and  the  applicalion  of 
(heir  proceeds  lo  the  punctual  payment  of  Ihe  in- 
terest on  the  loan.  In  the  transaction  ofthe  bu- 
siness confided  to  them,  they  had  occasion  some- 
times, to  6»i/ f/mZ  se/(  bills  of  exchange,  as  I  have 
shown  the  olficers  of  the  Tre;isury,  under  the  or- 
ganization of  this  bill,  would  do.  Having  fre- 
quency surplus  fundsoii  Innd,  they  began  at  length 
lo  employ  them  more  extensively  in  Ihe  operation 
of  buying  and  selling  exchange,  and  under  this  pow- 
er, actually  advanced  money  on  mercanlile  paper, 
or  in  oilier  words,  became  a  bank  of  iliscunnl.  The 
credit  and  responsibility  of  the  inslitution  being 
established,  the  merchants  of  Venice  began  to 
make  use  of  it  for  the  safe-keeping  of  their  funds, 
and  so  it  b-caine  a  bank  of  depodte  also.  Finally, 
a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  inslitution  for  money 
deposited,  being  eqiiivaleiit  to  cash,  payments  in 
the  course  of  trade,  came  lo  be  made  by  Iransfers 
of  these  cirdils  lioin  one  lo  another,  or  by  what 
are  now  called  c/iec/rs,  which  performed  the  office, 
and  preceded  the  introdurlion  of  notes,  and  so  the 
chaiiihrr  of  loans  became  also  a  bank  of  circulation. 
We  s  >e  in  this  example,  by  what  natural  and  easy 
gradations  the  most  ceh'brated  banking  institution 
In  Europe,  that  which  has  been  the  model  of  all 
Ihe  ri'st,  grow  out  ofthe  simple  fiinclion  of  collec- 
ting and  applying  the  public  revenue,  associating 
to  Itself  a  collatir.il  and  inciih-nlal  acliou  on  the 
comiherce  and  currency  of  the  country,  all  of 
which  funelions.  I  have  .shown,  ai-e  to  be  vested  by 
Ibc  new  financial  scheme  in  the  officers  of  Ihe 
treasury  department. 

The  same  in  every  material  rc.-pect,  were  the 
oiigin  and  progress  ofthe  bank  of  Genoa;  which, 
next  lo  that  of  Venice,  was  the  oldest,  and  in  ils 
day  the  most  arcredited  banking  inslitution  in  Eu- 
rope. In  England,  too,  the  mint,  at  one  time,  in 
being  made  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  individ- 
uals, as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  proposes  that 
our  mint  and  \'s  branches  should  be,  became  vir- 
tually a  Ai/7i/,- — "the  great  centre  of  money  trans- 
actions and  reuiillances  for  l''nglaiid  and  foreign 
nations"— till  Charles  the  1st,  in  lfi40.  impelled  by 
ids  necessities,  violated  the  private  funds  deposited 
there,  and  "  happily."  as  Burke  says.  ),ul  an  end 
to  both  its  credit  and  use  as  a  hanking  establish- 
ment. 

The  tfstimonv  of  history  then,  as  well  as  Ihe 
nature  of  things",  proves  that  the  organization  in- 
stituted by  Ibis  bill,  would  v,-ork  as  a  great  gov- 
ernment hank — buying  and  selling  exchange — under 
that  form,  at  least,  discounting  mercantile  paper. — 
receiving  deposites,  public  and  private, — and  ciVck- 
/fj/mc  a  "paper  money  of  its  osvn.  Now,  I  would 
appeal  to  every  friend  ofthe  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, and  ask  him  if  he  would  willingly  see  so  for- 
midable an  union  of  the  moneyed  aird  political 
power  con«unimaled  in  the  hands  of  Ihe  govern- 
ment. Will  he  put  so  potent  an  engine,  an  iuslru. 
rnenl  so  efircarious  of  operating  on  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  men,  of  enlisting  their  intf  rests,  of  con- 
troling  Ih.ir  lortiines,  into  the  hands  of  a  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  already  armed  with  a 
patronage  and  power  of  fearful  extent  ? 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wright)  in  a  jiorlion  of  his  remarks  which  seemed 
lo  be  intended  sjiecially  for  the  benefit  ol  those  of 
us  who  are  slill  for  employing  Ihe  flale  banks  as  dc- 
pnsitories,  and  whom  hr 'described  as  a  very  small 
fraction,  said  ll;al  the  real  and  only  allernative  be- 
fore the  couiitrv  is  the  sub-treasury  scheme  or  a  na- 
tional bank.  Now,  sir.  unless  the  observations  I 
have  made  on  the  praclical  operation  of  the  sub. 
treasury  scheme  are  founded  in  the  grossest  delu- 
sion, that  scheme,  instead  of  being  anlagoni«lical  to 
a  national  bank,  is,  in  every  respect,  i  lintical  with 
it.     It  would  be  a  rational  bank  under  the  worst 
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possible  form.  A  national  bank  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  coniroled  and  managed  exclusively  by 
executive  agents.  If,  then,  the  honorable  senator 
will  insist  upon  making  n]i  an  issue,  to  which  the 
gho.=t  of  that  thrice-slain  monster,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  must  be  a  party,  he  must  amend  his 
pleadings  according  to  the  real  state  of  the  case, 
and  submit  to  the  country  this  questio)i— will  you 
have  a  oreat  government  bank  in  the  hands  and  un- 
der the" control  of  executive  officers,  or  will  you 
have  an  incorporated  national  bank,  ilesia;nedto  be 
a  business  concern  and  not  a  political  engine? 
When  this  issue  shall  be  presented,  if  indeed,  it 
ever  shall  be,  let  me  tell  the  honorable  senator  that 
there  are  those  whose  opposition  to  a  national  bank 
is  as  true  as  his  or  that  of  any  othei-  man,  who 
would  pause  long,  before  they  would  permit  the 
terror  of  any  alternative  to  drive  them  into  the  sup- 
port of  a  scheme,  like  that  of  the  honorable  senator, 
which  they  believe  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  se- 
rious danger  to  the  liberties,  and  certain  destruction 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  country.  I  shall  here- 
after endeavor  to  show  that  the  true  and  only  means 
of  averting  either  an  incorporated  national  bank  or 
a  great  government  bank  is  to  sustain  the  state  in- 
stitntioiK5,  and  to  employ  their  agency,  with  such 
modifications  and  securities  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  either  necessary  or  desirable. 

I  wish,  however,  for  the  present  to  pursue  the  re- 
marks which  the  honorable  senator,  with  "  so  much 
charity,"  to  "se  his  own  expression,  addressed  to 
that  sL-iall  fraction  of  erring  and  obstinate  t)rethren, 
sometimes  'ycleped  conscrvatwes.  Tile  name,  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  has  not  been  of  their  own  choosing ;  but 
gentleinen  who  are  vi'ell  read  in  the  history  of  par- 
ties will  not  fail  to  remember  that  the  most  odious 
and  reproachful  designations  applied  to  them  by 
their  adversaries  have  become  endeared  by  the  per- 
secutions of  political  intolerance,  and  those  who  at 
first  fell  injured  and  insulted  by  the  application  of 
a  political  nick-name,  have  at  last  jiroudly  appro- 
priated it,  and  come  to  glory  in  it  as  a  memorial  of 
their  .struggles  and  a  symbol  of  their  principles. 
Now,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  tliere  is  any  tiling  in 
this  name  of  consenwiive,  as  applie<l  to  American 
institutions,  which  an  American  patriot  ought  to 
wish  to  disown.  It  implies  devotion  to  the  exisilns; 
institutions  of  his  country — a  desire  to  preserve  and 
defend  them — a  willingness, and  even  zeal  to  reform, 
as  the  only  effectual  means  of  preserving — but  an 
unconquerable  resistance  to  schemes  of  wild  inno- 
vation and  destrvdion.  If  this  is  what  is  meant  by 
a  conservative,  (and  such  is  the  true  and  proper  im- 
port of  the  term,)  then,  sir,  I  proudly  avow  myself 
a  conservative — a  conservative  of  republican  institu- 
tions, of  republican  ))rinciples,  of  republican  prac- 
tices, as  illustrated  and  interpreted  by  the  great 
champions  of  the  republican  faith. 

But,  sir,  to  pursue  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
senator,  addressed  to  this  small  faction  of  his  politi- 
cal brethren.  lie  tells  them  that  their  plan  has  ve- 
ry lew  supporters  in  either  house  of  congress;  that 
there  are  two  great  parties  in  congirss,  one  for  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  and  the  other  for  a  national 
bank,  and  lie  sees,  therefore,  no  prospect  of  success 
for  any  middle  ground.  lie  then  assumes  that  the 
state  of  public  sentiment  anions  the  people  cori'es- 
ponds  to  this  division  of  opinion  in  congress.  I 
must  say,  with  all  my  respect  for  the  gentleman's 
knowledge  and  skill'in  the  statistics  of  party,  that 
tliis  assumption  is  not  warranted  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  nor  does  it  seem  to  me  sound  in 
principle.  It  implies  that  the  organization  and  ar- 
ray of  p,aTtics  hei-e  is  to  give  law  to  public  opinion, 
and  that  public  opinion  is  not  to  .shape  am!  control 
the  action  of  parties  here.  Sir,  I  go  for  the  voice 
of  the  people  ;  and  the  people  have  spoken  for 
themselves.  They  have  not  left  us  to  infer  fhei 
sentiments  from  any  accidental  or  temporary  rela 
tioir  of  parties  here.  They  have  pronounced  jud; 
rncnt  on  the  gentleman's  scheme  ;  and  I  should  liki 
to  know  where  the  honorable  gentleman  finds,  in 
these  expressions  of  public  opinion,  any  evidcn 
that  there  is  Zl  great  parlym  this  country  in  favor  o( 
tlie  sub-treasury  project.  Never  before  has  any 
proposition  been  sosiarially  rebuked  and  condemn- 
ed by  the  voice  of  the  people.  I  refer  to  these 
things,  Mr.  President,  with  no  pleasure.  I  contri- 
buted iny  best  exertions  to  the  election  of  the  pre- 
sent chief  inajistrate,  honestly  anticipating  from 
his  prudence,  his  abilities,  and  his  patriotism,  a  wise 
and  successful  administration  of  the  public  adairs. 
No  one  has  lelt  a  more  sincere  desire  for  his  suc- 
cess than  1  have  rlone.  The  unfavorable  manifes- 
tations of  public  sentiment,  therefore,  upon  the  first 
leading  measure  of  his  adininistralinii,  (though  I 
foi-esaw  and  foretold  them,  from  the  first  moment 
that  that  measure  was  suggested,)  have  been  to  me 
the  source  of  any  thing  rather  than  pleasure.  They 
have  now,  however,  become  matters  of  public  his- 
tory ;  and  as  the  senator  from  New  York  seems  dis- 


posed to  confine  our  view  here  for  second-hand 
prools  of  public  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  differ- 
ent financial  measures  which  have  been  proposed,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  invite  his  attention  to  those  more 
majestic  displays  of  public  sentiment  which  have 
been  presenteJ  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  nation. 
Let  him  look  at  the  elections  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  several  states,  since  this  fatal  measure 
was  first  broached  in  the  official  journal,  and  say 
how  many  of  them  have  e\entuated  in  falorof  the 
ailministration.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  they 
have  all  terminated  against  it ;  and  mainly,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  on  account  of  this  very  measure. 

Where,  then,  does  the  honorable  senator  find  the 
evidence  that  there  is  any  great  boiiy  of  popular 
sentiment  in  this  country  in  favor  of  his  scheme  ? 
The  evidence  is  all  the  other  way,  and  of  the  most 
overwhelming  force.  So,  as  to  the  other  great  al- 
ternative of  which  tlie  honorable  senator  speaks,  (a 
national  bank,)  a  large  majority  of  the  people  have 
repeatedly  declared  against  it,  and  without  imput- 
ing to  them  a  degree  of  fickleness,  of  which  I,  at 
least,  do  not  suspect  them,  they  must  still  be  oji- 
posed  to  it.  What  plan,  then,  will  they  rally  to,  as 
a  safe  and  practical  substitute  for  the  sub-treasui'y 
on  the  one  hand,  or  a  national  bank  on  the  other: 
It  is  the  employment  of  the  state  banks,  institutions 
intimately  connected  with  their  domestic  interests, 
i-esponsible  to,  and  supervised  by,  their  domestic 
authorities,  and  exempt  from  all  danger  of  political 
combination,  the  employment  of  these  institutions 
under  reijulations  which  shall,  at  the  same  time,  se- 
cure their  efficiency  and  guard  against  abuse. 
Such,  I  am  firmly  pei'suaded,  would  be,  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  unbiassed  decision  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  American  people.  And  oven  if  we  appeal  to 
the  criterion  set  up  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
New  York,  the  state  ol  parties  in  congress,  I  think 
we  may  deduce  from  that,  conclusions  far  more  fa- 
vor-able to  the  state  bank  deposite  system  than  he 
has  drawn.  If  there  be  but  a  small  party  in  con- 
gress, with  whom  the  state  bank  deposite  system  is 
a  first  choice,  he  must  ailmit  that  it  is  the  second 
choiceof  a  large  nrajnrity.  The  sub-tr-easury  party 
would,  I  presume,  perfer  it  to  a  national  bank,  and 
the  national  bank  party  would  prefer  it  to  the  sub- 
tr-easury.  Now.  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
permit  me  to  refresli  his  early  reading,  by  remind- 
iig  him  of  an  incident  related  by  Plutarch.  After 
the  battle  of  Salamis,  in  which  the  power  of  the 
Persian  monarch  was  crushed  by  the  combined 
Grecian  fleet,  the  different  commanders  of  the 
squadron  repaired  to  the  altar  of  Neptune,  and  ac 
cording  to  a  custom  of  the  courrtry  and  the  times, 
each  one  put  on  a  ticket  the  names  o("  those  who 
hail  rentlered  the  most  important  service  in  the  ac- 
tion. Every  officer  put  upon  his  ticket  his  own 
name  first,  but  all  put  the  name  of  Themistocles 
next.  This  has  been  held,  in  all  future  times,  as 
conclusive  proof  of  the  siipoiiority  of  Themistocles 
above  all  his  competitors ;  and  the  state  bank  depo- 
site system  may  adduce  the  same  evidence  of  its 
merit  in  being  the  seconil  choice  of  both  of  the  par- 
ties which  respectively  advocate  the  sub-treasury 
and  a  irational  bank.  The  fraction,  therefore,  in 
congr-ess,  who  still  adhei-e  to  that  system,  however 
small  they  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  honorable 
senator,  can  see  nothing  in  this  state  of  things, 
which  calls  upon  titlier  their  patriotism  or  their 
prudence  to  abandon  a  policy  which  they  believe  to 
be  sanctioned  by  the  sentiments,  anil  demanded  bv 
the  inlci'ests,  of  tile  ffreat  body  of  the  people. 

But,  sir,  to  return  from  this  digression,  let  ns  see 
wliat  additions  are  made  to  the  official  as  well  as 
pecuniary  patronage  of  the  e.xeenfi\e,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  "this  bill.  "When  I  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
ilressing  the  senate  at  the  last  session,  I  spoke  of 
the  bill  then  under  consideration,  as  the  "grain  of 
mustard  seed,"  which  woiilil  grow  up  into  a  large 
tree  and  cover  the  land  \vith  its  branches.  But  I 
was  told  by  the  honorable  senator  Irom  New  York 
and  others,  tliat  the  bill  did  not  create  a  single  new 
officer. a\)<\  my  friend  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Niles) 
complimented  me,  as  well  as  I  remember,  for  my 
vivid  imagination,  to  the  account  of  which  alone  he 
set  down  the  apprehensions  I  had  expressed.  But 
what  do  we  now  see  ?  In  three  short  months,  the 
tree,  which  has  already  grown  up  from  this  grain 
of  mustard  seed,  has  thrown  out  four  lai-ge  branch 
in  the  form  of  receiver's  general,  each  ofwhicli  w 
have  its  dependent  ramifications  in  the  form  of 
cashiers,  tellers,  clerks,  Bie.  The  treasurer  also  is 
to  have  his  "assistants;"  and  an  indefinite  brood 
of  clerks  i.s  provided  for  all  the  officers  made  depo 
sitaries  of  tire  public  moneys  under  the  bill,  to  as 
sist  in  the  dischai-ge  of  th.e  new  duties  devolved  on 
them.  Finally,  a  number  of  missionaries  are  to  be 
appointed  from  time  to  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
se';retary  of  the  treasury,  to  visit  arrd  inspect  the 
various  fiscal  ageircies  created  by  the  bill.  Now, 
here  is  a  cloud  of  new  executive  officei-s,  at  once. 


which  bids  defiance  to  calcirlation,  But  if  their 
present  number  could  be  estimated,  (as  the  senaior 
from  Nev/  York  has  attempted  to  do,)  it  would  be 
altogether  useless,  lor  they  must,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  be  constantly  and  rapidly  multiplying. 
Would  the  honor.ible  senator  attempt  to  measure 
the  rising  cloud,  which  tlireatens  to  overspread  and 
blacken  the  whole  face  of  the  heavens,  by  the  speck, 
"  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,"  which  has  just  ap- 
peared on  the  edge  of  the  horizon  ?  This  is  but  the 
beginmng;  and  we  all  know  with  what  vigor  and 
fruitfuluess  every  tiring  grows  on  American  soil. 
Receivers  general  are  allowed  by  the  bill,  at  present, 
only  to  Massachusetts,  New  York,  South  Carolina, 
and  Missouri.  But  will  not  Maine,  New  Harn]i- 
shire,  Connecticirt, demand  their  receivers  general, 
as  well  as  Massachrrsetts, — Vir-ginia,  North  Caroli- 
na, and  Georgia,  a?  well  as  SoiUh  Carolina, — Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  as  well  as  Missoirri ; 
and  so  in  regard  to  all  the  other  states  that  are  now 
pretermitted  in  the  bill.  If  we  have  receivers  gen- 
er-al,  we  must  finally  have  payers  general ;  for  this 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  systenr  in  France,  from 
which  we  borrow  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  bill. 
In  adopting  a  system,  it  is  fair  to  presume  we  mean 
to  adopt  its  usual  and  ordinary  concomitants.  In- 
deed, an  honorable  member  of  the  other  house,  who 
is  well  skilled  in  questions  of  finance,  expressed  the 
opinioir  to  me,  only  the  otiier  day,  that  the  functions 
of  paying  and  r-eceiving  ought  to  be  separated,  so  as 
to  form  checks  on  Ojach  other;  and  thus  we  shall 
have  the  French  system,  in  both  its  branches,  at 
once.  On  the  question  of  introducing  a  new  sys- 
tem of  policy,  we  oirght  never  to  forget  the  old  ad- 
age, which  w-e  derive  from  France  also — c'est  le 
premier  pas'  qui  conte — it  is  the  first  step  which  is 
decisive,  and  that  taken,  all  the  rest  follow. 

The  senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  has 
likewise  attempted  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
this  new-  .system.  But  this,  alao,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a  vain  thing.  The  first  modest  beginnings  of  a  sys- 
tem furnish  no  standard  by  which  its  ultimate  ex- 
pense can  be  measureil.  The  senator's  estimate 
makes  the  arrnual  expense,  (exclusive  of  what  may 
be  called  the  outfit,  in  the  cost  of  buildings,  &.c.) 
somewhere  about  $20,000,  (twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.) But  this  is  gr-eatly  below  the  eslimateof  the 
secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  in  his  report  at  the  last 
session;  and  in  recommending  a  favorite  schenre, 
the  author  of  it  is  rarely  foirnd  to  over-estimate  its 
expense.  That  officer  set  down  the  annual  expense 
at  $'60,000  (sixty  thousand  dollars.)  This,  in  my 
opinion,  is  very  far  below  the  ultimate  permanent 
expense.  An  able  and  experienced  gentleman  in 
my  own  state,  practically  versed  in  these  questions, 
and  a  zealous  anil  decided  advocate  withal  of  the 
new  .system,  in  setting  forth  its  advantages,  and  de- 
fending it  from  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  it,  met  this  ver-y  one  of  expense  by  giving  it 
as  liis  ojiinion,  fbrme<l  upon  deliberate  and  careful 
refieclion,  that  the  annual  expense  would  not  ex- 
ceed lf;'()00,n»0.(six  hundred  thousand  dollars.)  Now, 
sir.  when  I  arrived  here,  at  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress, and  read  tile  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  I  could  not  but  suppose,  at  first,  that  there 
was  an  accidental  mistake  in  his  figures,  by  the 
omission  of  a  cypher,  and  tliat  he  intended  to  have 
put  down  the  expense  at  .^GOO.OOO,  (at  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,)  instead  of  $60,000,  (sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.) 

But,  however-,  this  may  be,  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  the  expense  of  this  system,  when 
fully  developed,  must,  from  its  complexity,  and  the 
nurnber  of  olficer-s  it  will  call  for,  be  very  great. 
We  have  a  standard  to  appeal  to,  on  this  question, 
which  is  worthy  far  more  than  any  a  priori  reason- 
ings. Tile  system  has  been  long  established  and 
fully  tried  in  Fr-ance,  and  we  know  its  actual  re- 
sult's thei-c.  On  the  other  hand,  in  I^ngland  the 
agency  of  banks  has  been  extensively  used  in  the 
collection  and  disbur=emi-nt  of  the  public  revenue, 
instead  of  the  individual  agencies  w-hich  are  em- 
ployed irr  Fiance,  and  are  contemplated  by  this  bill. 
It  will  be  a  ^ood  test  tlierelbre,  of  this  question,  to 
look  at  the  relative  expenses  of  the  revenue  systems 
of  France  and  England.  I  will  read  to  the  senate 
a  comparative  statement  orr  the  subject,  which  I 
have  taken  from  the  work  of  a  highly  respectable 
American  traveller,  vouched  by  original  authorities, 
to  which  he  refers.  From  tills  statement  it  appears 
that  the  cost  of  collecting  the  I'evc-nue  in  England 
is,  under  tlie  respective  heads  of  taxation,  as  fol- 
lovvs:  customs, 7  percent. — excise, -l  per  cent. — re- 
cordirrg  and  stamps,  7  per  cent. — post  office  II  per 
cerit. — and  direct  taxes,  '2  per  cent. — averaging,  rrp- 
on  the  whole,  C  1-5  per  cent.  In  France,  under  the 
same  heads,  the  costs  of  collecting  the  revenrre  is  as 
follows  :  customs,  33  per  cent. — excise,  20  percent. 
— recording  and  stamps,  fl  per  cent. — post-office.  45 
per  cent. — dir'ect  taxes,  15  per  cent. — averaging, 
upon  the  whole,  2.1  2-5  per  cent !     I  am  well  aware 
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that  divers  ciiciiiiistances  are  to  be  taken  into  coii- 
siileration,  in  explaining  tiiis  enormous  diJlereiioe  of 
exjieiise  between  the  French  and  English  liscal  sys- 
tems ;  but  one  of  the  principal  cansts  ol  that  diller- 
ence,  (and  it  is  so  considered  by  the  writer,  to 
whom  I  have  referred, )  will,  at  la^t,  be  found  in 
the  fact  of  the  extensive  use  of  banking  iigency  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  England,  and  the 
exclusive  employment  of  individual  agency,  for  that 
purpose,  in  France. 

Hut  it  is  not  merely  by  the  muitiplicatlon  of  olli 
ccrs  and  the  increase  ot  expenditure,  that  the  in 
nnencc  ol  the  executive  branch  of  the  government 
is  fearfully  extended  by  this  bill.  'J'hat  inlluence  is 
greatly  augmented  by  certain  new  regulations  it  in- 
troduces in  regard  to  the  tenure  of  ollice — the  com- 
pensation of  oUicers,  and  the  forms  and  usages  of 
liscal  administration.  Jn  the  first  place,  the  trea- 
surer, the  receivers-general,  and  all  the  other  olli- 
ccrs,  Irom  the  highest  to  tlie  lowest,  employed  in 
the  liscal  service,  may  be  required  at  any  time,  at 
tlic  discretion  of  the  .secretary  of  the  treasury,  to 
give  nciv  oliicial  bonds,  in  increased  sums,  to  be  fix- 
td  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  "  any  law  in 
reference  to  any  ol  the  official  bonds  of  any  of  the 
said  ollicers  to  the  conlniry  notwilhslanding  ;"  and 
in  default  of  giving  such  new  bond,  the  officer 
would,  of  course,  be  deprived  of  his  office.  Mow, 
it  is  evident,  tiial  under  such  a  power  possessed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  all  the  ollicers  con- 
nected with  the  opeiations  ol  the  treasury,  would 
be  converted  into  the  trembling  vassals  of  the  exe- 
cutive. A  direct  rnneval  from  oflice  is  a  measure 
of  more  than  ordinary  energy,  and  involves  respon- 
sibility. Cases  might  exist  in  which  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  vvould  be  iinwilling  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  direct  removal  from  office,  and  yet 
vvould  accomplish  the  same  object  by  a  vexatious 
requisition  of  a  new  bond  in  so  large  a  sum,  that  the 
olhcer  could  not,  or  would  not  find  sureties  to  the 
incieascd  amount.  Who  does  not  see  that,  under 
such  a  regulation,  the  officers  of  the  treasury  would 
lose  all  sense  of  independence  ;  and  that  those  who 
could  consent  to  hold  oflice  on  such  terms,  must  be 
(irepared  to  become  the  passive  and  unresisting 
tools  of  power.  Heretofore  it  has  been  the  wise 
policy  of  our  legislation  to  fix  by  law  the  sum  in 
which  official  bonds  are  to  be  given,  and  to  leave 
nothing  in  that  respect,  or  as  little  as  possible,  to 
executive  discretion,  .\gain,  it  will  be  seen  from 
an  examination  of  the  bill,  that  Ihe  compensation  of 
si'vcral  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  it,  such 
as  visiting  agents,  clerks.  Sec.  is  to  be  fixed  by  the 
secretary,  at  his  discretion,  and  not  by  law.  Here 
is  another  source  of  servile  depentience  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  increas.'d  executive  inlluence  on  the 
oilier,  which  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  general 
spirit  and  maxims  ol'oiir  iegislalion. 

My  attention  has  also  been  attracted  by  a  provi- 
sion of  the  bill  which  seems  to  me  to  introduce  a 
most  dangerous  innovation  in  the  eslablithed  forms 
and  usages  of  the  treasury.  It  has  heretofore  been 
a  fixed  principle  of  fiscal  responsibility,  that  no  money 
should  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  upon  a  war- 
rant of  the  secretary  diawn  on  the  treasurer,  coun- 
teisigned  by  the  comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the 
register,  and  upon  that  warrant,  when  it  reaches  the 
li'inds  of  the  treasurer  thus  authenticated,  Ihe  trea- 
surer draws  his  draft  on  the  depository  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic money  for  piyment.  These  forms  have  always 
been  held  to  be  very  important  checks,  and  indis- 
pensable preliminaries  to  any  money  being  drawn 
out  of  the  treasury,  or  in  other  words,  paid  by  the 
dipnsitary  of  the  public  moneys.  The  secretary 
draws  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer,  subject  to  the 
checks  before  menlioried,  and  then  the  treasurer 
draws  upon  the  depositary  who  is  to  make  the  pay- 
ment. But,  in  no  instance,  does  the  secretary  draw 
(lircclly  upon  the  depository,  bicause  that  would  be 
to  lose  the  security  of  the  intermediate  check?  of 
the  coniplroller  ami  the  register.  Ey  the  10th  sec-, 
lion  of  this  bill,  however,  in  contravenlion  of  these 
established  principles  and  checks,  it  is  expressly  i 
provided,  Ihat  "  for  the  purpose  oi paymeuls  on  the 
public  account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secre- 
tary to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  dcposilarics,  as  he  i 
may  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest, or  | 
to  the  convenience  ol  the  public  creditors  or  both." 
Under  this  provision  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
could  draw  out  all  the  mone,'  in  the  treasury,  or, 
which  is  the  same  lliing,  in  the  hands  of  the  ilepo- 
sifaries,  without  any  check  whatsoever.  The  ef- 
fect of  if,  whether  so  intended  or  not,  is  to  place  the 
whole  public  treasure  at  his  unchecked  and  abso- j 
lute  disposal.  | 

Now,  sir,  is  not  the  effect  of  these  various  provi-  j 
sioiis,  and  of  .the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  this  bill, 
to  concentrate,  at  last,  the  entire  control  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  president;  lor  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  all  the  other  fiscal  of- 
f;ccrs  arc  but  his  agents,  appointed  by  him,  and  rr- 1 


movable  at  his  pleasure?  But  the  senator  fioui 
.N'ew  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  contends  that  the  pre- 
sident would  have  no  more  control  over  the  public 
moneys  under  the  projiosed  system,  than  il  lliey 
were  df  posited  in  banks — that  the  same  legal  lor- 
mnlities  must  be  gone  through  to  touch  the  public 
moneys,  in  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  It  m.iy 
be  true,  that  the  president  has  no  more /cgu/ con- 
trol over  the  public  money  in  the  one  case  Ihaii  in 
the  other;  but  has  he  not  a  greater  pracliail  con- 
trol. In  the  one  case,  the  depositaries  of  llie  pub- 
lic moni'y  would  be  his  agents,  subject  to  his  au- 
thority, the  creatures  of  his  will,  dejiendent  upon 
his  pleasure  for  their  confinuance  in  office,  and 
uiiuie  by  the  peculiar  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  I 
have  already  shown,  especially  and  habitually  sen- 
sible of  that  dependence.  In  possessing  so  com- 
plete a  control  over  Ihe  keepers  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, he  vvould  possess  virtually  a  control  over  the 
puclic  money  itself.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  em- 
ployment of  banks,  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money  are  institutions  not  created  by  the  president 
— hot  dependent  on  him  for  their  continued  exist- 
ence: — on  the  conlrary,  they  hold  their  charters, 
and  Ihe  advantages  they  center,  from  a  distinct  au- 
thority, to  which  they  are  at  all  times  responsible 
and  are  thus  guarded  against  any  undue  influences 
from  other  quarters,  wiiich  might  warp  them  Irom 
their  integrity  and  their  duties. 

In  making  these  remarks,  sir,  I  speak  in  no  spi- 
rit of  captious  jealousy,  as  to  Ihe  highest  executive 
Irust  of  the  government,  or  of  its  actual  incumbent: 
but  I  speakin  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  which 
anticipates  the  danger,  and  supposes  the  possibility 
of  the  abuse  of  power,  and  inculcates  the  necessily 
of  guarding  against  it.  The  system  organized  by 
this  bill  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  cctilrnliialion. 
It  rides  over  the  institutions  of  the  slates,  prostrates 
their  credit  and  usefulness,  brings  patroniige  and 
power  to  the  general  government,  concenliatis  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  to  whom  it  gives  an 
unlimiteil  control  over  the  public  moneys,  and 
through  the  banking  operations  to  be  founded  on 
them,  an  extensive  and  paramount  influence  upon 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  Ihe  whole  country.  Il  is 
fitting  that  such  a  .system  should  be  borrow  ed  from 
France,  the  country  vnIiosc  inslitutions  exhibit  Ihe 
most  unqualified  example  extant  of  cenfn;/i';»/ioH — 
under  which  the  capital  has  swallowed  u|)  Ihe  pro- 
vinces, and  Paris  has  become  synonimons  wilh 
France.  But  it  is  equally  filling  that  such  a  s\s- 
tem  should  be  resisted,  to  the  last  extremity,  in  this 
land  of  republican  fieedom,  by  ail  who  are  atlached 
to  the  rights  of  the  states — by  all  who  are  opposed 
to  the  enlargement  of  federal  and  execulivc  power 
— and,  by  all  who  watch  with  jealousy,  and  view 
svith  alarm,  every  tendency  to  cmisoUJotion. 

I  will  now,  IVIr.  President,  follow  the  senator 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  the  remarks 
which  he  made  on  the  comparalive  sn/f/i/ol'the  two 
systems  proposed,  for  keepina;  and  disbursing  the 
public  moneys.  Although  ■  xperience,  Ihe  only 
safe  arbiter,  has  long  since  settled  this  question,  the 
honorable  senator  argued  it  as  if  it  were  slill  open 
to  doubt,  and  made,  I  am  free  to  admit,  an  e.xcecd- 
iiiirly  ingenious  and  plausible  argument.  Heinsli- 
tiileil  a  parallel  between  llie  two  systems,  in  n  gard 
to  the  great  leading  points  on  which  their  safely  is 
supposed  to  depend,  and  in  each  instance  brniighl 
out  a  substantial  equality.  First,  as  to  ojfficers.  he 
said  it  would  be  fair  lo  presume  that  the  officers  of 
Ihe  government  and  the  officers  of  the  banks  would 
be  equally  trust-worthy.  Then,  as  to  siirclifs,  he 
said  both  the  banks  and  the  government  officers  are 
equally  required  to  give  surelies,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary. So,  likewise,  as  to  ivn/Z/s.  the  government  offi- 
cers, he  said,  are  to  be  provided  wilh  ranlls,  as  well 
as  the  banks.  The  only  particular,  then,  in  which 
the  banks,  as  he  alleged. could  be  supposed  to  presenl 
a  heller  guarantee  for  the  safetv  of  Ihe  public  funds, 
is  that  their  capital  stock  is  p'ledged  for  the  reim- 
bursement oflhe  public  moneys  committed  to  them  ; 
but  this  advantage  in  favor  of  the  banks,  he  very 
adroitly  balanced  by  what  be  represented  to  be  the 
ris/r  of  mingling  the  government  funds  wilh  those  of 
tradine  corporations.  .\ow  all  this  is  very  fair  and 
plausible  on  the  suiface.  But  what  is  li\e  fad — 
what  is  Ihe  testimonv  o\  experience  ? 

While  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  was  running  this 
parallel  1)1  Mroii/ between  the  two  syslems,  there 
was  a  document  lying  on  the  table  of  Ihe  odier 
house,  which  had  run  Ihe  same  p.Mallel  on  the  surer 
foundations  of  practice.  I  allude  to  a  recent  re- 
port of  the  seerelaiv  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  loa 
call  oflhat  house,  at  the  exira  sns.^ion,  made  on  Ihe 
motion  ot  an  honorable  friend  of  mine,  (Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  Virginia,)  containini  a  li.st  of  all  "the  re- 
ceivers, collectors,  or  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, who  are  in  default  to  the  covernmeni,  wilh  the 
amount  of  Iheir  respective  defaults,  fee."  What, 
sir,  does  this  document,  which  I  -now  have  before 


me,  show  !  TJiat  the  w  hole  amount  ol  balances  due 
Irom  bunks,  which  are  deemeil  unavailable,  is  a  lit- 
tle more  Ihan  one  million  of  dollars,  (I,().17,6)U)  ; 
and  these  balances  go  back  lo  a  period  long  past, 
wheii  the  extiuoidinary  cmbarrassmenls,  consequent 
on  the  war,  involved  banks  and  iiidiviiluals  in  dilfi- 
culties,  beyond  any  Ibrmer  or  subscquenl  example. 
In  rtlalion  16  the  banks,  which  have  been  recently 
employed  as  depositoiics,  it  appears  that  they  have 
eillier  paid  u|)  all  Iliey  owed  the  governinenl,  or  are 
in  the  course  of  ]!a\ing  il  up  as  called  lor  by  llie 
wants  oflhe  public  service,  without  any  appiehen- 
sion  of  delaull  on  their  part,  or  availing  llieinselves 
ol  Ihe  indulgence  of  Ihe  act  passid  at  Ihe  late  Ses- 
sion of  congress,  have  cither  seemed,  or  are  expect- 
ed los<  cure  salislaclorily,  the  payment  ol  llie  wliole 
balances  due  Irom  them,  according  to  Ihe  leiins  of 
that  act.  Only  eleven  of  them,  it  appears,  out  of 
near  ninety  employed  as  depositoiies,  have  even 
asked  indulgence,  under  the  act  here  referred  lo, 
and  but  a  single  oneof  lliem  has  been  ordered  lo  be 
sued.  Now,  sir,  when  we  look  to  the  list  of  indi- 
vidual colleclois  and  receivers — what  do  we  see? 
An  aggreirate  default  of  about  three  millions!  and 
lliough  some  of  llie  more  lecent  balancis  apptating 
on  thai  list,  may  be  reduced  by  future  collections, 
yet  from  the  long  standing  of  inosi  of  them,  there  is 
no  reason  lo  believe  Ihnt  Ihe  aggregate  amount  of 
Ihe  entile  list  will  be  aln  ctvd,  in  any  sensible  de- 
gree, by  lliese  jiarlial  recoveries.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked loo,  thai  Ibis  list  does  not  include  disliiirs- 
hig  officers,  "  whose  indebtedness"  is  slated  by  the 
secretary  "  to  be  very  great,"  and  the  actual  losses 
by  whom  I  showed,  during  the  lale  session  of  con- 
gress, from  a  report  of  Mr.  Craw  lord,  to  have 
"greatly  cxcccderi"'  a  niillion  and  a  hall  of  dollars, 
from  178!)  to  181.'),  and  by  Ihis  lime,  have  grown 
up,  in  all  probabilily,  lo  anolher  aggregate  sum  of 
three  millions!  Ncilher  does  this  list  include  offi- 
cers of  the  post  office  department,  among  whom  it 
was  shown  by  official  documents,  at  the  last  annu- 
al session  of  congress  ihat  there  were  as  inanv  as 
eighteen  hundred  and  Ihirly-two  defaullers!  il  is 
lo  he  observed  al^o,  thai  Ihis  list  is  confined  to  pub- 
lie  agents,  "  who  were  out  of  office  on  (he  12th  day 
of  October,  IS.ST." 

Xow,  sir,  if  the  honorable  senator  from  Xew 
Y'ork  had  taken  the  trouble  lo  look  at  this  docu- 
ment, before  he  made  his  speech,  he  might  have 
sav(d  himself  the  labor  of  a  great  deal  ol  superllu- 
ous  ingenuity.  In  contrasting  Ihe  ingenuity  of  his 
argument  wilh  Ihe  blunt  co'ntradiclion  of  facts 
which  Ihis  document  presents,  I  was  strongly  re- 
inindrdof  an  aneedole  1  have  olleii  heard  of  Ihe  lale 
venerable  bishop  Madison,  of  Virginia.  That  ex- 
cellent prelate  was  also  a  profound  philosopher,  and 
much  addicted  lo  phiiosopliizing.  On  one  occasion, 
he  undirlook  lo  explain  why  the  shade  ol  a  lamp, 
almost  in  contact  wilh  Ihe  (lame  of  Ihe  candle  bc- 
nealh,  was  not,  in  any  degree,  heated  by  it.  This 
he  did  by  a  learned  dissertation  on  the  laws  of  cal- 
oric,and  all  the  other  scientific  d;ila  which  could  be 
brought  lo  bear  on  the  subject.  Having  complele- 
ly  satisfied  himself  and  the  admiring  audience  w  hirli 
surioundcd  him,  of  the  trutliol  his  theory. he  could 
not  avoid,  in  Ihe  consciousness  of  his  triumph,  put- 
ling  his  hand  on  the  lamp  shade,  which  had  been 
the  subject  of  his  disquision,  when  an  exrlamalion 
ol  acute  plain  disclosed  the  fact  Ihat  his  hand  had 
been  severely  burnt  in  the  application.  IValuie, 
llins,  conlradictfd  Ihe  philosopher,  and,  so.  slub- 
horn  fads  will  sometimes  conlule  Ihe  most  aslule 
logician.  I  cannot  but  think  that  if  the  honorable 
senator  from  New  Yoik  at  the  close  of  his  very  in- 
genious argument,  had  laid  his  hand  upon  Ihis  doc- 
ument, he  must  have  fell  his  fingers,  at  least,  a  little 
scorched. 

Has  Ihe  honorable  senator  forgotlen  the  emphatic 
leslimony.  deduced  from  a  careful  collation  of  fact.s, 
borne  by  the  present  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury,  only 
three  years  ago.  to  the  sriperior  safely  of  biinkfi  as 
depositories  oflhe  public  money?  Let  ine  then, 
refresh  his  recollection  by  reading  to  him  and  the 
senate,  an  exiraci  from  the  able  r'poil  of  that  offi- 
cer, inaile  to  congr^-ss.  in  December  1834,  on  the 
system  of  kee]iing  und  disbursing  the  ]iublic  mo- 
ney. "It  is  a  singular  fact,"  says  the  secrelarv, 
in  praise  of  this  description  of  public  debtors,  the 
selected  bunks,  \ha\  there  is  not  now  due  on  depo- 
sites,  from  Ihe  whole  of  them  which  have  now  stop- 
ped payment,  from  Ihe  establishment  oflhe  consti- 
tution lo  the  present  moment,  a  siijn  jnnc/i  beyond 
n-hiil  is  noic  due  to  the  United  Stales  from  one  mer- 
cantile firm  that  slopped  paipnenl  in  1S2.J  or  I82fi, 
and  of  whom  ample  security  was  reqiiirerl  and  sup- 
posed lo  be  taken  under  the  responsibility  of  an 
oalh.  If  we  include  Ihe  whole  pre.seni  dues  lo  Ihe 
government  from  discredited  banks,  at  all  limes  and 
of  all  kinds,  whether  as  depositoriei  or  not  and  em- 
brace even  cnunlerfeil  bills  and  every  other  species 
of  unavailable  funds  in  the  treasur)-,  Ihey  wUl  not 
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exceed  what  is  due  from  two  such  firms."  He  then 
continues,  "  if  our  former  smaH  /ossfs  by  them,  (the 
bcinks,)  in  lieeping  and  puyiug  over  the  public  re- 
venue, niultr  circumstances  so  very  adverse,  are  com- 
pared with  our  larae  losses  either  in  collecting  or  dis- 
bursing that  revenue,  their  present  safety  seems  to 
be  as  'great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usual  opera- 
tions of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which 
must  always  be  entrusted  by  government,  in  some 
way  or  oilier,  to  agents,  of  some  kind  in  keeping 
the  public  money."  In  considering  their  safety,  it 
should  be  constantly  recollected  that  the  owners 
and  managers  of  banks,  when  properly  regulated  by 
legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  are,  like 
other  individuals,  interested  to  transact  business  se 


sums  of  public  money  iyirig  idle  in   the    hands   of 
the  public  officers. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  gone  through  my  ob- 
jections to  this  bill  on  account  of  what  it  contains. 
1  objt^ct  to  it  also,  and  not  less  earnestly,  on  ac- 
count oi'  what  it  does  not  contain.  It  contains  no 
provision  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  It  "takes 
no  thought"  for  the  public.  It  looks  only  to  the 
ease  and  comfort  of  the  government.  Ttie  most 
urgent  want  of  the  country,  the  highest  interest  of 
all,  is  a  speedy  restoration  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks.  Now,  too,  is  the  critical  and  decisive 
mo-ment.  The  banks  have  been,  hitherto,  diligently 
and  steadily  curtailing  their  discounts  and  circula- 
tion, with  a  view  to  that  resumption,  till  they  h 


cuiely  ;  are  desirous  of  making  and  not  losing  mo-    brought  their  business  within  such  safe  limits,  that 


ney;  and  that  these  circumstances,  with  the  pre- i 
ference,  in  case  of  failure,  belonging  to  depositore 
and  holders  of  their  bills  over  the  stockholders,  uni- 
ted with  the  security,  if  not  priority,  given  to  the 
government,  render  them,  in  point  of  safety,  gener- 
ally, much  superior  to  indioidual  agents  of  the  United 
■  States." 

II'  there  be  any /«d,  incoiiteslibly  established  in 
our  history,  and  by  the  experience  of  all  other  gov- 
ernments, it  is  the  superior  safety  of  banks  as  de- 
positories over  any  individual  custody.  The  rea- 
son of  it  is  obvious.  The  more  complex  organiza- 
tion of  banks,  the  number  of  their  officers  acting  as 
mutual  checks  on  each  other,  the  daily  supervision 
to  whieli  they  are  subjected,  their  forms  of  doing 
business,  all,  furnish  securities,  which  can  never 
be  had  in  case  of  the  isolated  possession  of  money 
by  an  individual,  whatever  responsibilities  he  may 
be  bound  bj'.  And  if  a  loss  of  tlie  moneys  com- 
mitteil  to  them  should  occur  either  by  accident, 
fraud,  or  violence,  the  capital  of  the  bank  stands 
])ledged  for  the  security  of  the  depositor.  This  is, 
after  all,  the  only  kind  of  security  that  can  be  relied 
on  v\itli  confidence.  If  any  gentleman  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  notes  and  remarks  annexed 
to  the  various  cases  of  default,  presented  in  the  doc- 
ument from  the  house  of  representatives  to  which 
I  have  referred,  he  will  see  how  utterly  worthless 
and  illusory  is  the  personal  security  on  which  we 
have  heretofore  relied.  The  instances  in  which 
any  thing  has  been  obtained  from  sureties,  to  make 
good  the  default  of  their  principal,  are  like  angel's 


its — "few  and  far  between,"  The  general  re- 
turn is,  "the  securities  insolvent,"  "conveyed 
awiy  their  property,"  '•  not  found,"  "  residence  not 
known,"  or  some  other  equally  unavailable  return. 
In  Englantl  and  France,  as  well  as  here,  this  spe- 
cies of  security  has  been  found  either  nominal  or 
mischievous;  and  in  France  it  has  for  many  years 
been  wholly  given  up.  The  only  kind  of  security 
that  is  recognized  there,  is  like  that  which  the 
banks  give  in  the  responsibility  of  their  slock. 
Every  person  who  receives  an  appointment,  con- 
nected with  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the 
revenue,  is  required,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  to  deposite  with  the  government,  as 
security,  an  amount  oi'  money,  proportioned  to  the 
])ro'jabie  amount  of  the  public  treasure  that  will 
pass  through  his  hands.  This  money  is  held  by 
the  government  as  a  guarantee  for  the  faithful  ad- 
Ministrition  of  the  trust  conferred,  and  forms,  at 
the  same  time,  a  part  of  its  financial  resources  on 
which  it  pays  an  interest  of  4  per  cent,  fill  re- 
stored to  the  officer  on  his  satisfactorily  acquitting 
himself  of  his  responsibilities,  or  till  it  be  other- 
wise forfeited  by  his  default.  The  moneys  thus 
deposited  with  the  government,  by  public  officers, 
as  guaranties  for  the  faitliful  performance  of  their 
duties,  are  denominated  cautionncinens,  and  amount 
to  a  very  large  sum.  I  happen  to  have  in  ray  pos- 
session,' the  report  made  by  the  French  minister 
of  finance,  count  Chahrol,  to  the  king,  in  March, 
1S3I),  from  wdiich  it  appears  that  the  cautionncmens 
on  the  first  day  of  January  of  that  year,  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  frs.  226,433,973  (two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  millions,  four  hundred  and 
eiglity-three  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  francs,)  at  a  time  when  tiie  whole  revenue 
of  llie  kingdom  did  not  exceed  frs.  900,(100,1)00 
(nine  hundred  millions  of  francs.)  Now,  sir,  if 
n-entleinen  mean  to  introduce  here  the  system  of 
mdividnal  depositaries  of  the  public  moneys,  let 
them  be  warned  by  the  experience  of  the  coiinlry 
from  which  they  borrow  that  system  that  it  can  be 
made  safe  only  by  the  precautionary  device  of 
caulionncuiens,  the  ell'ect  of  which  would  be  lo  give 
to  the  miUioiiaires  of  our  cities  the  monopoly  of  all 
fiscal  employments. 

But,  sir,  sreatasis  the  danger  of  heavy  pecuniary 
losses  to  the  government  under  this  system,  I  re- 
garil  even  that  as  a  trille  compared  with  the  exten- 
sive drmoralization  it  would  produce  in  the  country 
—by  the  temptation  held  out  to  peculation,  to  pri- 
vate cupidity,  to  political  corruption,  in   the    large 


they  might  now  easily  resume  with  a  little  encou- 
ragement. But  if  they  are  once  again  let  loose 
from  these  salutaiy  bounds, — if,  despairing  of  a 
general  resumption,  and  yielding  to  the  strong 
temptations  of  iiredeemable  issues,  ihey  should 
again  expand,  all  hope  will  be  lost  of  recalling  them 
to  a  specie  standard,  and  the  disastrous  reign  of  an 
inconvertible  paper  currency  will  he  indefinitely 
prolonged.  Now,  then,  is  the  moment  to  join 
in  this  great  work  of  effecting  a  restoration  of  specie 
payments.  But  does  this  bill  do  anything  towards 
its  accomplishment?  On  the  contrary,  it  dosS  every 
thing  it  can  to  retard  and  obstruct  it.  In  the  run 
it  would  create  on  the  banks  for  specie,  both  by  the 
demand  it  makes  of  it  for  the  uses  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  general  discredit  which  the  high 
exainjile  of  the  government  would  stamp  on  bank 
paper,  it  throws  new  and  insurmountable  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  resumption. 

But  the  honorable  senator  from  New  York  says 
that,  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  is  no  concern  of  thi>  govcrnmeiit — that  it  is 
exclusively  an  afiair  of  the  stales  and  of  the  banks 
themselves — and  we,  who  urge  the  necessity  of 
promoting  by  every  proper  and  practicable  means, 
the  accomplishment  ol  this  great  object,  are  re- 
proached with  using  an  argument,  which,  he  tells 
us,  belongs  to  the  friends  of  a  national  bank.  Now, 
sir,  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  honorable  senator  that 
both  reason  and  experience  prove,  that  the  only 
effectual  means  of  preventing  a  national  bank  is  to 
bring  about  a  resumption  of^  specie  payments  by 
the  state  bunks,  and  that  nothing  is  more  diiectly 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  re-establishment  of  a  bank 
of  tlie  United  States,  than  the  course  of  those  who 
would  do  nothing  towards  effecting  that  resump- 
tion. Let  the  honorable  senator  look  back  to  that 
t  instructive  period,  rich  in  lessons  for  the  pre- 
sent times — the  former  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  from  1814  to  1817— ami  he  will 
see  that  it  was  the  unwillingness  or  the  inability  of 
the  state  banks  then  to  resume  specie  payments, 
which  alone  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank.  Let  him  read  the  official  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Dallas — the  numerous  reports  and  communica- 
tions of  Ihat  able  and  patriotic  man,  worthy  of  him 
and  of  the  country — and  he  will  find  thro'ughont, 
an  explicit  recognition  of,  and  unvarying  testimoriy 
to,  this  great  truth— that  if  the  state  banks  could 
have  been  induced  more  promptly  to  resume  specie 
payments  at  that  time,  there  would  h.ave  been  no 
occasion  for  a  national  bank,  and  that  that  institu- 
tion woulrl  not  have  existed.  The  true  means  of 
preventing  its  re-establishment  now,  is  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  state  banks,  under  the  lead  and 
encouragement  of  the  government,  to  restore  to 
the  country  a  sound,  convertible  currency. 

This  government  can  and  ought  to  aid  in  this 
greatwork.  Its  vast  revenue  power,  and  its  per- 
vading action,  co-extensive  with  the  whole  union, 
give  it  means  and  influences  which  the  states  do 
not  possess.  It  holds,  indeed,  through  that  power, 
a  lever  of  the  greatest  efficacy,  for  controlling  the 
entire  currency  of  the  country.  Through  its  col- 
lections and  disbursements,  it'can  hold  out  induce- 
ments of  the  most  infiuenllal  character  to  sway  the 
course  of  the  banks.  In  the  mode  of  conducting 
its  receipts  and  payments,  it  has  in  its  power  to  set 
an  e.rample  of  the  most  persuasive  influence  towards 
the  restoration  of  gejicraZ  confidence.  In  a  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  currency  like  the  present,  these 
are  powers  to  be  exercised  in  a  spirit  of  liberality 
and  benignity — not  of  menace,  denunciation  or 
vengeance.  The  occasion  demands  the  language 
of  encouragement  and  support — not  of  severity 
and  sternness.  Look  at  the  communications  of  Mr. 
Dallas  and  Mr.  Crawfoid  with  the  banks  during 
the  former  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  it 
will  be  seen  in  what  spirit  the  influence  of  the  gov- 
ernment was  then  exerted,  and  effeclnally  exerted, 
in  the  end,  to  accomplish  a  return  to  sjiecie  pay- 
ments. The  banks  were  not  then  outlau-ed  by  the 
official  press— they  were  not  then  ]Hit  under  the 
bun  of  the  government — they  were  not  then  pur- 
sued as  conspirators,  but  were  treated  as  institutions 


having  themselves  a  stake  in  the  common  weal, 
and  with  which  the  common  interests  of  the  whole 
country  were  identified.  It  will  be  edifying,  for  a 
moment,  to  look  back  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
government  then  conducted  its  relations  with  the 
banks  ;  and  I  must  say  that,  if  the  exertions  of  the 
banks,  generally,  since  the  recent  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  to  prepare  themselves  for  a  re- 
sumption by  a  steady  and  persevering  curtailment 
of  their  business  and  profits,  be  compared  with  the 
course  of  the  banks  on  the  former  occasion,  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  suspension  to  enlarge  their 
issues  to  a  most  extravagant  extent,  and  in  obsti- 
na'ely  refusing  to  apply  the  valuable  jmblic  stocks 
held  by  thein  to  acquiring  the  ability  to  resume, 
the  banks  now  are  entitled^  at  least,  to  as  much 
liberality  and  favor  as  were  shown  to  them  then. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  Ajiril,  1S16,  which 
has  been  so  often  referred  to,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  he  should  deem  necessary  to  effect  a  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury 
notes,  or  the  notes  of  specie  payingbanks.  In  the 
discharge  of  this  duty.  Air.  Dallas  very  soon  opened 
a  correspon<lence  with  the  state  banks,  to  induce 
them  to  return  to  specie  payments.  Inacircular 
which  be  addressed  to  them  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1816,  he  used  this  lansuage  : 

"  From  the  state  banks,  a  sincere  and  elfectual 
exertion,  in  the  common  cause  of  restoring  the 
legal  currency,  is  certainly  expected  and  required; 
hut  in  return  they  will  merit  and  receive  the  confi- 
dence of  the  treasury  and  of  the  national  bank; 
the  transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  the  state 
banks  to  the  national  bank  and  its  branches,  will  be 
gradual,  and  the  notes  of  the  state  banks  will  be 
freely  circulated  by  the  treasury  and  the  national 
'bank." 

In  a  preceding  part  of  the  same  letter,  he  says — 
"The  present  opportunity  is  embraced  to  repeat 
the  assurances  which  have  been  uniformly  given 
and  maintained,  that  this  department  feels  \hc  fiscal 
interests  of  the  government,  and  the  successful  ope- 
rations of' Ihc  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  lo  he  in- 
timately connected  vith  the  credit  and  prosperity 
of  the  state  banks." 

Here  we  see  the  language  of  the  government  to- 
ward the  banks  was  that  of  encouragement  and 
confidense.  They  were  assured,  in  advance,  of  the 
friendship,  and  even  of  the  support,  of  the  govern- 
ment, if  they  would  faithfully  co-operate  in  the 
common  cause  of  restoring  the  lesal  currency. 

The  communications  of  Mr.  Crawford,  tlie  able 
and  distinguished  successor  of  Mr.  Dallas,  were  in 
the  same  spirit.  You,  Mr.  President,  and  those 
who  acted 'with  you  in  those  difficult  limes,  will 
i-ecollect  that,  although  the  joint  resolution  of 
.•Vliril,  1816,  indicated  the  20th  of  February  follow- 
ing, as  the  day  for  a  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  the  banks  determined,  in  a  convention 
held  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the 
subject,  not  to  resume  till  the  1st  of  July,  1817.— 
In  order  to  induce  them  to  change  that  determi- 
nation, Mr.  Crawford  made  a  formal  proposition  to 
them  that  if  they  would  resume  on  the  2(lth  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  public  money  then  in  f  heir  vaults  should 
not  be  transferred,  at  all,  lo  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  (constituted  by  its  charter  the  general  de- 
pository of  the  national  funds)  and  that  between 
that  day  and  the  1st  of  July,  no  portion  of  the 
public  money  should  be  drawn  fi-oin  them  lor  any 
purpose  whatever,  unless  the  necessities  of  the 
public  service  imperiously  required  it.  I  beg  leave 
to  read  to  the  Senate  the  following  extracts  from 
his  circular  lo  the  banks  of  20lh  December,  1S16, 
submitting  that  proposition  : 

"The  means  of  the  treasury  to  aid  the  opera- 
tions of  the  banks  in  elfecting  a  revolution  in  the 
slate  of  the  currency,  so  imperiously  necessary  to 
the  public  interest,  are  considered  ample,  and  the 
strongest  disposition  exists  to  ajiply  them,  so  as  to 
produce  the  most  beneficial  results." 

"In  making  the  above  proposition  to  the  state 
banks,  the  strongest  reliance  is  placed  in  their  dis- 
position lo  join  in  the  effort  necessary  to  relieve 
the  community  from  the  evils  to  wdiich  it  has  been 
subjected,  by  the  disordered  stateof  the  circulating 
medium.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  inte- 
rests of  the  banks  and  of  the  conunnnily  are  not 
in  o])position  to  eoch  other,  and  that  any  sacrifice, 
v\hich  the  etlbrt  inav  cost  them,  will  be  cmnpensated 
by  the  advantages  and  fnrilitie.^  uhieh  it  is  in  'he 
power  of  the  treasury  to  afford,  them." 

"The  deep  interest  uhieh  the  treasury  has  in  the 
support  of  bank  cro///.  and  the  connection  it  has 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would,  inde- 
pendent of  (he  known  disposition  of  that  institu- 
tion toconclliate  the  state  banks,  be  sufficient  to 
protect  \hom  ngninst  an  illiberal  policy  on  its  part." 
In  this  communication,  it  will  be  perceived,  that 
Mr.  Crawford  felt  and  avowed   that   the  means  of 
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le  treasury,  to  aid  in  the  n'Sloratioii  of  specie 
lymcnls  were  ample.     He  freely  proHeruil  tliat  aid 

tlie  state  banks— he  not  only  made  tliem  the  most 
jeral  propositions  lor  their  own  advantage,  but  he 
ive  them  a  specific  pledge  of  protection  and  snp- 
jrt  asainst  any  illiberarpoliry  on  the  part  of  the 
ank  of  Ihe  Uiiited  States.     An  appeal  thus  nrge'd 

both  the  interests  and  patriotism  ot  the  state 
inks,  could  not  fail  to  be  eliectual.  It  accom- 
lished  ilsobject.  The  banUschanjed  thcirorisinal 
■terrniMatroii,  anil  did  resume  specie  payments  on 
le  -'llthof  Februnrv,  ISI7. 

Now,  sir,  can  any  one  doubt  that  if  the  same 
lirit  had  actuated  the  treasury  department  in  its 
dalions  with  the  banks  recently;  if,  tspei-i,illy, 
hen  a  majority  of  the  banks,  represented  in  the 
ink  convention,  assembled  in  New  Yoik,  in  No- 
pmber  last,  manifested  a  sironp:  desire  to  lix  an 
irly  day  lor  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
nd  were  prevented  from  doinj;  so  oidy  by  the  in- 
iience  of  a  powerful  and  overshadowing  institu- 
on  — if,  I  s.ay,  sir,  the  tre.asnry  department  had 
lown.    on    that    occasion,   the    same  dispositions 

hich  animated  Mr.  Crawford,  in  Hie,  and  had 
ome  forward  and  ;xi\'en  asstirarices  of  support  to 
lat  portion  o(  the  banks,  who  were  anxious  to  re- 
irn  to  specie  payments,  azainst  the  "illibiral  po- 
cy"  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  can  there 
louht  that  at  this  moment,  we  should  be  in 
i^htofafixed  period  for  the  termination  of  the 
resent  cal.imitous  and  disoulered  slate  of  the  cur- 
ency.  But,  unfortunately,  the  policy  has  been  to 
land  entirely  aloof  from  the  banks,  alter  having 
ontrihiited,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  by  the  mea- 
ures  of  the  government,  in  someone  or  other  of 
Isbraiiches,  to  the  embarrassments  by  which  they 
erthrown.  No  aid  no  encouragement  has 
leen  given — not  even  a  voice  of  che(  ring  has  been 
I  amid  the  general  distress.  On  the  contrary, 
diiim  and  prejudice  have  been  extensively  invoked 
hrough  the  press,  at  least,  to  render  more  com- 
lele  that  want  of  confidence,  which  is  Ihe  sole 
ibslncle  lo  the  re-establishment  of  both  the  credit 
nd  ahilily  of  the  banks.  And  now,  in  Ihe  sequel, 
omes  tliis  fatal  sub-treasury  bill  lo  deal  them  the 
ast  blow  in  their  prostrate  condilion.  The  great 
ntereslsof  the  country,  connected  with  Ihe  resfn- 
ation  of  the  credit  of  the  banks,  and  of  the  cur- 
ency  which  they  supply,  have  been  overlooked  or 

nnppreciated  ;  and  the  whole  ohjecf  seems  to  have 
leeii  In  devise  some  plan  by  uliich  the  snvernment 
ould,  in  future,  getalong  in  the  smontkcst  way — by 
vhicli  it  could  be  relieved  from  l^iose  respon'sibili- 
ies.  and  protected  from  that  "shower  i\f  impnln 
ions''  in  Ihe  rli^chargeof  its  duties  which,  the  ho- 
able  senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  so 
lalhetically  deprecates. 

What,  then,  I  would  ask,  are  governments  insti 
uted  for,  if  it  is  not  to  meet  diflicuKie s  in  Ihe  pub 
ic  cau-ie — lo  meet  anrl  overcome  them — lo  en 
:onnter  responsibilities — to  endure  a  s /tour r  of  im 
'aiions,  yea,  "the  pelting  of  Ihe  pitiless  storm," 
fduiy  to  the  country  demand  it.  And  an  able  man 
land  a  patriot  need  not  repine  at  these  trials  of  his 
jfirtne  and  talciits.  The  ultimate  gralilude  of  his 
jcotititry  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  temporary 
linjuslice  he  may  sustain  by  the  bitterness  of  ene- 
Imies  or  the  persecutions  of  faction.  How  enviable, 
iBt  this  moment,  the  fame  of  Mr.  Crawford,  than 
whom  no  man,  in  his  day,  encountered  more  respon 
sibilities  by  the  bold  and  fearless  manner  in  which 
[he  met  the  duties  of  his  station,  or  S'lstaineil  uiore 
jUnfounded  iirjpntations.  But  trulh  has  triuinplieil 
iover  prejudice  and  error,  and  he  now  lives,  and 
will  forever  live,  in  Ihe  grateful  memory  of  hi 
'country.  This  desire  to  avoid  difficullirs  and  their 
lattendant  responsibilities,  founded,  as  I  think  I  have 
(Shown  it  to  be,  in  mistake  as  to  the  true  interests 
|0f  public  men,  is  the  source  of  still  greater  calami- 
ifies  to  the  country.  It  is  the  natural  parent, strange 
asit  may  seem  at  first  sight,  ofallschemi  sof  s.Vonc 
\goveniincnl ;  and  is  not  unsuitably  avowed  by  the 
honor. ible  senator  from  .\ew  York,  as  a  considera- 
tion in  favor  of  a  measure,  theelfect  of  which,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  would  be  to  render  this  re- 
publican government  of  ours  one  of  the  slronoesl 
on  the  face  of  the  earlh.  On  this  subj  ct,  sir,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  to  the  senate  the  rein.irks  of  the 
profoundest  observer,  perhaps,  of  human  alfairs, 
that  ever  lived.  They  are  full  of  instruction,  and 
cannot  be  too  well  weighed  by  public  men.  In 
speaking  of  the  national  assembly  of  France,  Burke 
makes  use  of  these  words  : 

'•Their  purpose  every  where  seems  lo  have  been 
to  evade  and  slip  aside 'from  diffiadtij.  This  it  has 
been  the  glory  of  the  great  masters,  in  all  the  arts, 
to  confront  and  overcome;  and  when  they  had  over- 

cninethe  first  diiiicultv,to  turn  it  info  au'instrument 


us  to  consider  it  in  all  its  relations.  It  will  not 
su/fer  us  to  lie  superficial.  It  is  the  want  of  nerve? 
for  such  a  task;  it  is  the  fondness  lor  short  cuts  and 
falacioiis  fjcilities,  Ihat  has.  in  so  many  parts  ol  the 
world,  crcttlcil  ^ovfrnmciiis  uilh  arbihtinj  jmicers." 
•■It  is  this  unwillingness  to  wrestle  with  dillicully 
which  has  obliged  the  national  assembly  of  France 
their  scliemcs  of  irfurm  wilh  iilinlilion 
and  lotiil flestruclion." 

The  disposition  to  evade  difficullij,  the  policy  of 
<rt  ails,  we  are  lold  by  this  great  master  of  po. 
litical  wisdom,  has.  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
ruled  novernmeiih  u-ilh  arhilianj  jiourrs."'  and 
4  what  HI  Fiance  led  the  national  assembly  "lo 
commence  their  schemes  of  reform  with  alwlilion 
and  lolal  deslniclion."  Now,  sir,  if  Ibis  had  been 
specially  written  for  our  warning,  and  with  express 
reference  to  the  question  before  us,  it  conhl  not 
have  been  more  apposite  or  more  in.structive. — 
Every  summary  invention,  in  a  free  country,  sug- 
gested by  thec.iseo/goiTrjiTnojf,  how  ever  intended, 
will  be  fountl,  at  last,  to  carry  wilb  it  the  deepest 
dangers  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  honorable  senator  from  New  York,  too. 
should  remember  that  it  was  to  him  who  should 
and  not  to  him  who  should  eul  the  Gordian 
knot,  that  the  ancient  otacle  ]iromised  the  glories 
of  empire.  The  first  is  the  achievement  of  skill 
and  industry,  and  its  fruits  are  peace,  liberty  and 
happiness.  The  second  is  the  achievement  of  power, 
anil  its  result  is  the  establishment  of  jiower.  I.et 
the  liouorahle  senator  from  New  York  inilie  the 
knot,  by  leading  the  bank  i  lo  a  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  (as  lam  sure,  by  proper  means,  he  could 
easily  do. )  and  not  cul  it  by  the  sub-treasury  'clu-me, 
and  i  will  he  among  the  first  lo  award  him  Ihe  ci\  ic  j 
wreath.  With  Mr!  Jetlerson.  in  his  memorable 
letter  to  Mr.  Madison,  while  the  federal  constitu- 
tion was  under  consideration.  I  say,  "I  am  no 
friend  to  strong  government.  It  is  always  oppres- 
sive. II  pvts  Ihe  soreniors  at  Iheir  ease,  biil  al  Ihe 
expense  of  Ihe  people."  Here  lies  the  fatal  objec- 
lion  to  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  It  puts  the 
"governors  at  their  ease,"  but  is  dangerous  and 
"oppressive,"  lo  the  people. 

What  system  of  policy,  then,  it  will  be  asked, 
would  I  pursue?  The  same  great  authority,  whose 
words  1  have  already  qnoteil.~says,  "a  good  palriot 
and  a  true  politician  will  always  consider  how  to 
make  the  most  of  the  cxi.i/mg  materials  of  his 
country."  This  is  Ihe  foundation  principle  on 
which  I  would  build.  Experience  has  shown, in  the 
language  used  by  Ihe  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  1834,  that  banks  are  the  most  "rcs])onsible, 
safe,  co.-^venient  and  economical"  fiscal  agents  for 
the  government.  The  slate  banks  arc  luslitiitions 
now  fo-ts/irtg.  I  would  '•nwi.e  Ihe  mosl"  of  them 
for  the  public  service.  There  is  no  national  banU- 
iii"  institution  in  existence;  and  the  condition  of 
the  country,  already  surcharged  with  banks,  the 
state  of  piiblic  opinion,  the  known  sentiments  and 
pled.'es  of  those  charged  with  the  public  ad "  =  - 
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amicable  conflict  with    difficulty    obliges  us  lo    an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  our  object,  and  compels 


tration,  all  conspire  to  render  it  very  unlikely  that 
there  will  be  any  such  institution  at  least  lor  years 
Income.  I  say'  farther— in  my  humble  opinion, 
there  oun-ht  to  be  no  such  institution  ;  first,  because 
there  is  no  consliiminnal  authority  to  create  it,  ami 
secondly,  because  its  piditical  dangers,  in  any  form 
in  which  it  has  heretofore  existed,  have  been  found 
lo  more  than  counterbalance  its  supposed  advan- 
tages in  other  respects.  Th»n,  as  to  the  sub-trea- 
siMv  scheme,  it  is  a  novelty  utterly  unknown  to 
our  laws  and  usages,  which  could  not  be  brought 
into  existence  without  violating  all  the  habitudes 
of  our  neople,  deranging  Ihe  operations  of  business, 
and  ha'zarding  the  most  cherished  principles  ol  our 
political  inst'ilutions.  What,  then  ought  lo  be 
done"'  Recur  to  the  '-eiislin^  materials  ot  Ihe  coun- 
try "  the  state  banks,— "make  themo.sl"  ol  them 
for  the  convenience  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
for  Ihe  general  good— reform  their  abuses,  correct 
their  defects  and  adopt  every  precaiilion  whir  h  may 
be  necessary  lo  ensure  their  fidelity  and  eineiency. 
These  institutions,  it  is  true,  have  recently,  in 
common  with  every  other  interest  in  the  country 
and  with  the  whole  commercial  world,  been  sul). 
jected  to  serious  embarrassments.  All  agree,  how- 
ever, though  differing  as  to  the  particular  causes 
which  produced  them,  that  those  embarrassments 
have  been  the  result  of  very  peculiar  and  extraor- 
dinary circumsLanccs.  The  banks,  too,  which  were 
employed  as  the  depositories  and  fiscal  agents  ol  the 
government,  have,  for  the  most  part,  amid  circ.im- 
the-reatestdilficnlty,  actually  discharged 
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all  their  engagements  to  the 
mously  heavy,  as  they  were,  in  consequence 
of  the  large  surntus  leveniie  ;  or  the  few  who  have 
not  yet  done  so,  have  satisfactorily  secured  the 
comparatively  small  balances  due  from  them,  to 
be  paid  at  short  periods,  according  to  an  indul;'enre 
voluntarily  granted   to  them  by    Congress. 


The 


past,  therefore,  candidly  considered,  furnishes  no 
ground  against  the  renewed  employinenl  ol  the  state 
banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government.  Expe- 
rience may  have,  and  doiiblUss,  has,  disclosed  de- 
fects and  errors  in  Ihe  particular  plan  upon  which 
they  have  been  heretofore  employed.  Correct, 
then,  those  errors — supply  those  def'ecis — but  do 
not  reject  Iheir  employment  altogether.  This,  sir, 
is  the  general  )uiiieiple  on  which  I  have  bottomed 
the  proposition  I  luue  suhmilted  ns  a  siibslitute  lor 
Ihe  bill  reported  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
New  York,  and  1  will  now  proceed  lo  explain,  in 
detail,  those  provisions  of  the  subslitule  which  dis- 
linguisli  it  from  the  state  bank  depositc  system  aa 
hereto  lore  org.mi/ed. 

It  is  now  generally  acknowledged  Ihat  one  of  the 
principal  ciicumslaiices  wliich-coulribntid  lo  em- 
barrass the  operations  of  the  late  deposile  system, 
was  the  large  iinmher  of  hanks  employed  as  deposi- 
tories,— amounting,  in  the  end,  I  believe,  to  near 
ninety.  This  increase  of  number,  in  jiart,  was 
rendered  necessary  by  Ihat  provision  in  Ihe  act  of 
June,  IS.'iti.  which  required  Ihat.  where  the  ainouiit 
of  public  de]iosites.  in  any  bank,  exceeds  tliree- 
foiMlhs  of  ils  capital  actually  paid  in.  the  surplus 
should  he  transferred  to  some  other  bank.  In  the 
execution  ol  the  act,  however,  (liiim  considerations 
which  1  am  not  able  tc  explain,)  there  was  a  slill 
farther  increase  in  the  number  of  depositories,  no 
called  for  by  the  requirements  of  this  piovision. — 
It  is  obvious  how  the  whole  play  of  Ihe  machi- 
nery must  have  been  weakened  and  obstructed 
by  this  needless  complexity  of  ils  parts.  1  am 
satisfied  that  twenty  banks,  judicinnsly  selected 
and  properly  located,  would  be  competent  to  do  the 
'•hole  business  of  the  treasury  department,  willi 
niicli  less  danger  of  embarrassment  lo  the  banks, 
nd  a  far  more  easy  and  effectual  supervision  on  the 
part  of  the  secietiiry.  The  siihstilute,  therefore, 
provides  Ihat  the  number  of  Innks  lo  be  employed 
a?  public  depositories,  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
lurnli/ fire,  to  he  chosen  Irom  amonglhe  most  solid 
nd  respectable  banks  in  the  respective  slates,  and 
Jieir  location,  as  well  as  number,  to  be  determined 
solely  with  reference  to  the  wanis  and  convenience 
of  th'e  treasury  in  conducling  ils  fiscal  opera- 
lions. 

The  subslitule  also  proposes  an  important  change 
n  the  mode  of  selecting  the  deposile  banks.  Here- 
tofore they  were  chosen  by  the  secretary  of  the 
>asiiry.  at  his  will  and  pleasure  alone.  This  sole 
agency' of  the  executive  will,  in  designating  the 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  exposed  the  late 
system  to  a  5u>piciou  of  favoritism  and  a  want  of 
confidence  in  general,  which  greatly  impaired  ils 
moral  liirce,  and  admitted  a  possibility  of  abuses, 
which,  it  is  ceitainlv  proper,  should  be  guarded 
against.  II  was  this  which  caused  it  to  be  charac- 
terised as  \hp  pel-bank  syslem.  I  propose  to  diiest 
itol  this  character  liy  subjecting  the  selection  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  every  case,  to  the 
snpervision'and  control  of  congress.  If  Ihe  selec- 
tion be  made  during  the  session  of  congress,  it  is  to 
be  immedialely  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
two  houses — if.  during  the  recess,  it  is  to  be  laid 
before  them  at  the  commencrincnt  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, to  be  in  like  manner  confirmed  or  annulled 
by  them.  The  elfect  of  this  provision  will  be  lo 
bring  every  //iiiig,  relating  to  the  public  moneys, 
under  tlic'direct  and  elficient  control  ot  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  the  states,  and  in  so 
delicate  and  imporlant  a  mailer,  to  leave  as  little  as 
possible  to  execiilive  discretion. 

Another  leading  piovision  in  the  substitute  is 
one  which  requires  the  denosite  banks  to  have 
weekly  settlements  with  the  banks,  in  their  vicinity, 
with  wl.ieh  Ihev  have  business  transactions,  and 
to  call  for  balances  in  specie,  whenever  and  lo  xehal- 
ever  exlenl  it  may  be  necessary  to  check  over-is- 
sues and  to  preserve  the  soundness  of  Ihe  currency. 
In  the  adoption  of  this  piaelice  by  the  late  Bank 
of  Ihe  United  Slates,  consisted  ils  bnasled  power 
and  influence  as  a  regulator  ol  the  currency.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  same  salutary  control  should 
not  be  exercised  by  the  deposile  banks,  and  wilh 
even  greater  eliect',  inasmuch  as  their  aggrepalc 
capital  and  presumed  amount  of  transactions  with 
other  banks,  would,  no  doubt,  exceed  those  of  Ihe 
late  national  bank.  It  will  be  perceived  from  the 
terms  of  this  provision  in  Ihe  substitule.  that  it  is 
not  contemplated  to  enjoin  on  the  deposile  banks  a 
fired  and  inexorable  W'/nisilivn  of  balances  Irom 
the  other  banks  in  specie,  under  all  circumstances 
whatever;  for  considering  the  large  balances  that 
would  he  habitually  aceumulalcd  by  Ihein  against 
the  other  hanks  iii  the  process  of  collecting  the 
public  revenue,  such  a  requisition  would  be  de- 
-trnclive  in  many  cases,  to  inslitiilionsof  nnques- 
lionable  soundness.  It  is  contemplati  d.  Iberelore, 
tint  this  power  should  be  exercised  under  proper 
safe-"-iiards.  and  only  to  the  extent  that  may  be   ne- 
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cessary  to  restrain  inipnulenccs  or  excesses,  en-  i 
(langerin;,'  :he  j;eneral  cuirency.  It  was  to  this  ex- 
tent°only°  as  I'have  shown  in  a  previous  part  of 
these  remarks,  that  the  |)0>ver  was  exercised  by  the 
late  Baniiof  the  United  Slates. 

The  siibititute  likewise  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  trea-nry  to  use  his  iuUuence  to 
bring  about  an  arrangement,  (as  no  doubt  is  crjter- 
tained  he  could  do,)  among  the  several  di-posite 
banks  to  receive  and  credit  as  cash  the  notes  of 
each  other  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue, 
wherever  ao  tendered.  The  etfect  of  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  to  put  the  iiotes  of  the  deposite 
banks  praclically  on  the  same  footing  as  Ihe  branch 
notes  of  the  bte  Bank  of  the  United  States — every 
where  receivable  in  payment  of  public  due.s,  and 
enjoying,  consequently,  a  general  credit  and  cir- 
culation throughout  the  union.  It  would  give  to  the 
country,  to  a  great  extent,  the  advantages  of  an 
uniform  paper  currency,  as  the  preceding  provision 
would  secure  to  it  a  sowiii  one;  and  the  two  to- 
gether, in  supplying,  practically,  the  benebts  pro- 
mised by  a  national  bank,  would  supersede  the 
strongest  arguments  now  urged  in  favor  of  such  an 
institution. 

In  regard  to  the  kinds  of  money,  in  which  the 
public  revenue  is  to  b?  collected,  the  substitute 
adopts,  with  alight  modifications,  the  provision  of 
the  currency  bill  of  the  last  session  of  congress. — 
It  declares  that  the  public  dues,  of  every  description, 
for  laiidi  as  welt  as  customs,  shall  be  received  in 
gold  or  silver,  or  treasury  notes,  or  such  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  (tinder  certain  restriclions  in- 
tended lo  promote  the  suppression  of  small  notes,) 
as  the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall  agreo 
to  credit  to  the  United  States  as  cash.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  in  the  proposition  now  .submitted,  I 
have  postponed  for  one  year  tlie  exclusion  ol'  the 
notes  of  banks  which  issue  bills  or  notes  under  iive 
dollars.  It  is  known  that  mjiiy  of  thestates  autho- 
rize notes  under  that  denomination;  and  some,  who 
have  heretofore  prohibited  them,  will,  it  is  supposed, 
authorize  the  issuing  ofthem  under  existing  circum- 
stinces,  and  for  a  limited  (icriod.  It  is  evident 
that  the  use  of  this  descrijition  of  notes,  in  sup- 
plying the  place  of,  and  conseijiiently  diminishing 
iiie  demand  for,  specie  in  sinaJI  dealings,  would 
tend  materially  to  facilitate  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  banks.  Thi.s  consideration 
has  induced  me,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  times,  to  adjourn  i\:>v  one  year  the  period  for 
excluding  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  bills  or 
notes  under  five  dollars  ;  and  the  same  considera- 
tion has  prevailed  with  me,  for  the  pr,;sent,  tolimit 
the  farther  exclusion  of  bank  notes  lo  the  issues  of 
such  banks  as  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  continue  to  issue  bills  or  notes  under  ten  dol- 
lars. In  doing  this,  under  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  I  wish  to  be  undeistood  as  not  abandoning 
uiv original  opinion,  (wliich  remain  unchanged,) 
in  favor  of  extending  the  prohibition  of  small  notes 
(Ultimately  to  all  under  the  denomination  ol  twenty 
<lollar3. 

Pinally,  the  substitute,  in  furtherance  of  the 
fgreat  policy  of  fixing  a  period  to  the  present  disas- 
trous reign  of  irredeemable  paper,  provides  that 
:arter  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
■which  shall  not  then  have  bona  fide  resumed  spe- 
•cie  payments,  shall,  at  any  time  thereafter,  be  re- 
.ceived  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  This,  in 
iconnertion  with  the  liberal  provisions  made  by  tlie 
■substitute,  in  other  respects,  for  re-establishin"-  the 
•credit  sf  convertible  bank  paper,  will,  I  am  per-] 
■suaded,  .bring  about  a  general  resumption  of  specie  , 
■paymeni*  at  the  time  designated.  The  mere  fixa- 1 
ition  of  a  day  by  congress  will  exrcise  a  powerful , 
moral  infleence ;  and,  not  the  less  so,  as  the  day 
'fixed  corresponds  with  that  indicated  by  a  majority 
ofthebaHksin  the  bank  convention  held  in  New 
York  in  A'ovember  last. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  leading  provisions 
of  the  measure  I  have  submitted,  which  dislinguish 
it  from  the  ^j'fitem  heretofore  adopted  for  the  em- 
•ploymerit  of  state  banks  as  depositoiies  of  the  pub- 
lic mon&y.  Jn  laany  respects,  they  make  of  it  a 
.Jicui  system,  ob\'TOting  some  of  the  strongest  objec- 
tions which  have  lieen  hitherto  urged  against  it, 
])roviding  new  guai'ds  against  abuses  and  contain- 
ing ire  A-  provisions ibr  extending  its  usefulness  and 
efficiency.  Under  an  able  and  not  tinfriciidli/  di- 
■rection.,  i  u'eel  e-very  ■oonhdence  that  it  would  meet 
both  the  wants  of  !:!>€  government  and  the  wishes 
of  the  country. 

I  shall,  d&ubtlesa,  te  asked  what  nrrangemrnl  I 
propose 'in .regard  t*>  I Iw  banks  dicounting  on  the 
public-depositcs.  There  is  no  abxo'vie  interdiction 
of  their  doing.so,  intbe  measure  I  propose,  (Ibr  lo 
this,  l  think,  I  shall  bo  aWe  to  show  there  are  in- 
superable obstacles,)  hut  it  carefully  withdraws  the 
stimulw  to  the  use  of  .thatjiower  which  has   here- 


tofore been  applied,  and  it  moreover  furnishes  a 
positive  security,  of  an  important  character,  against 
the  excessive  use  of  it.  It  will  be  rerollected  by 
the  senate  that  the  law  of  June,  1S30,  which  organ- 
ized the  late  deposite  system,  (besides  requiring 
of  the  banks  very  important  and  onerous  services,) 
required  them  to  pay  an  interest  of  two  per  cent, 
on  all  the  public  deposites  in  their  possession  ex- 
ceeding oiie-fonrth  of  their  capital  actually  paid  in. 
Now,  this  not  merely  authorized,  but  compelled 
the  banks  to  discount  on  the  public  moneys,  whe- 
ther they  willed  it  or  not,  in  order  to  enable  tliem 
to  pay  the  interest  charged.  It  was  a  stimulus  ad- 
ministered by  the  government  to  the  use  of  the 
power.  This  stimulus,  this  compulsion  raliier,  I 
propose  towitlidraw  by  repealing  that  clause  of  the 
law  of  1836,  which  charged  the  banks  interest  on 
the  public  moneys  ;  forthe  important  services  to 
be  rendered  by  them  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  go\'ern- 
inent,  arethe  fair  and  proper  equivalent  of  any  le- 
gitimate advantage  to  be  incidentally  derived  by 
them  from  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys. 

In  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  deposite  banks 
to  twenty-five,  as  proposed  by  the  measure  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  submit,  there  is  an  important  se- 
curity against  the  public  deposites  being  made  the 
basis  of  bank  discounts,  to  any  great  extent.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  charters  of  all  the 
state  banks  fix  a  general  limit  beyond  which  they 
are  not  permitted  to  extend  their  discounts.  That 
limit  is,  I  believe,  ordinarily  twice,  or  twice  and  a 
half,  the  amount  of  their  capitals  paid  in.  As  the 
publicdeposites  underthe  measure  1  propose-,  would 
be  confined  to  twenty-five  banks,  it  is  evident  that 
they  could  not  be  used,  to  any  great  extent,  (rela- 
tively to  their  amount,)  by  those  banks  to  enlarge 
theirdiscoiints,  before  tiiey  would  encounteran  im- 
passable barrier  in  the  limit  of  their  charters.  This, 
it  is  well  known,  occurred  in  several  cases,  (par- 
ticularly in  New  York,)  underthe  operation  of  the 
late  system,  notwithstanding  the  greater  number  of 
banks  then  employed  as  depositories;  aiidinlhose 
cases,  authority  was  given  lo  the  banks  which  had 
thus  exhausted  their  chartered  ]iower  of  discounting 
on  the  public  deposites,  to  turn  over  the  surplus, 
on  which  they  could  no  longer  discount  under  the 
limitations  of  their  charters,  lo  other  banks,  that 
they  might  discount  upon  them.  To  any  arrange- 
ments of  this  sort  for  multiplying  bank  discounts 
on  the  public  deposites,  the  measure  I  have  sub- 
mitted would  oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle,  as  it 
in.lexibly  fixes,  under  all  circumstance.s  whatever, 
the  number  of  banks  to  be  employed  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys;  and  in  fixing  that  number 
at  twenty-five,  the  salutary  charier  limitation  upon 
the  power  of  discounting,  would,  as  I  have  just 
shown,  soon  be  brought  into  action,  to  prevent  ex- 
cess by  them. 

I  think,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  siibstitnte  I  have  proposed  for  the 
consideialion  of  the  senate,  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  any  unreasonable  extension  of  discounts 
on  the  public  deposites.  I  know,  however,  Ihere 
are  gentlemen  of  great  intelligence  and  patriotism, 
who  are  for  an  absolute  prohibition  of  Ihe  banks 
discounting,  to  any  extent,  however  moderate,  on 
the  public  deposites,  and  who  favor,  as  the  means 
of  carrying  out  that  prohibition,  a  system  o[ special 
deposites.  The  high  respect  I  entertain  for  the 
opinionsof  those  gentlemen  has  induced  me  to  con- 
sidertheir suggestion,  with  morethan  orditiary  anx- 
iety to  come  to  the  same  conclusions;  but  alter 
thorough  examination  and  reflection,  according  to 
the  best  lights  of  my  understanding,  I  am  sa  isfied 
that  no  system  of  special  deposites,  however  spe- 
cious in  theory,  could  be  worked  out  in  practice, 
without  involving  consequences  which  they  them- 
selves, (or  at  least,  a  large  majority  ofthem,)  would 
pioinptly  repudiate.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  demon 
strable,  I  humbly  conceive,  that  any  ,s3steiu  of 
special  dejiosites,  to  be  practically  and  elficient, 
must  lead  to  a  collection  of  the  revenue,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  specie;  and  this  they  oppose  as  ear- 
nestly as  I  do.  The  government  must  always  hold 
itself  ready  to  pay  its  creditors  in  the  hni'j\il  cur- 
rency of  the  ccnmlry,  if  demanded.  This  the  banks 
are  bound  to  do,  on  behalf  of  the  government,  un- 
der the  general  deposite  .system.  But  it  you  adopt 
the  s/)Cfia/ deposite  system  and  collect  the  revenue, 
at  the  same  time,  in  bank  notes,  the  banks  would 
be  bound  to  pay  out  to  Ihe  public  c-editor  only  the 
WcK/ica/ notes  deposited  with  Ihem;  foi  this  is  Ihe 
fundamental  and  immulahlr  idea  ol  a  S|iecial  depo- 
site. How,  then,  s\ould  such  a  system  uork?  The 
public  creditor  would  jiriseiit  his  warrant  loarfe/io- 
sile  bank — the  bank  would  oiler  him,  in  payment, 
first  this  note  and  then  that,  which  had  been  Sj^e- 
ciaHy  deiiosited  with  it:  but  none  of  these  notes 
suiting  the  convenience  of  the  creditor,  and  the 
bank  being  bound  to  pay  no  other,  the  public 
claimant  would  go  unpaid,  and  the  engagements  of 


the  government  be  dishonored.  To  avoid  the  da 
ger  of  such  a  result,  the  government,  if  it  adopti 
a  system  of  special  deposites,  would  be  diiven, 
necessity,  lo  a  collection  of  the  revenue  in  gold  ai 
silver;  or,  otherwise  rereivingthe  notes  of  .^peci 
paying  banks  /^ro/or^ma, collect  the  specie  for  the 
from  the  banks  by  which  they  were  issued,  ar 
place  that  specie  on  special  deposite.  But  w  he 
would  be  the  ditference,  in  the  practical  elfcct: 
the  banks  and  the  business  and  interests  of  ll 
community  connected  with  them,  between  collec 
ing  the  revenue,  in  the  first  instance,  in  gold  ai 
silver,  and  collecting  it  in  the  notes  of  specie-pa; 
ing  banks,  to  be  converted  into  gold  and  silver  i 
demand  upon  the  banks!  The  honorable  senat 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  expressed  the  opi 
ion,  that  Ihe  latter  mode  of  operation  would  be  tl 
harshest;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  Ihis  peri 
dical  convertion  of  bank  notes  would  be  in  lari 
masses,  and  attended,  consequently,  with  periodic 
and  distressing  con(rad!ons  o///(f  currency,  i  cann 
but  agree  with  him.  At  all  events,  there  are  b 
these  two  modes  of  working  out  a  special  deposi 
system  in  ;i™c(ice,  and  neither  the  one  nor  othe 
it  seems  to  me,  can  be  made  acceptable  to  tho; 
who  oppose  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  on  accou 
of  its  tendency  to  create  tuo  currencies  in  tl 
country — gold  and  silver  for  the  government — papi 
for  the  people. 

There  are  subsidiary  objections  to  this  special  J 
posite  system,  which,  although  not  of  so  mu( 
weight  as  that  which  I  have  just  stated,  cannot  ' 
overlooked  in  a  jnst  and  compiehensive  estimate 
it.  If  you  adopt  it,  you  renounce,  at  once, 
means  of  engaging  the  interests  and  enlisting  tl 
co-operation  of  the  banks  to  carry  out  any  of  tho 
reforms  in  the  paper  currency,  which  have  beret 
fore  been  so  favorite  an  object  of  the  policy  of  tl 
country.  Yon  must  also  pay  them,  and  pay  Ih 
too,  no  inconsiderable  sum  lor  their  services  to  tl 
government,  and  thus  abanilon  one  of  the  stro 
grounds  (that  of  economy,)  on  which  bank  agem 
has  heretofore  been  preferred  to  individual  agenc; 
in  conducting  the  operations  of  the  treasury 

But,  to  take  u,)  Ihe  subject  in  a  more  enlargi 
view,  is  there  any  valid  reason  why  banks  shou 
not  be  permitted  to  discount,  to  a  moderate  extet 
on  average  balances  of  public    money  in  their  po 

session,  as  well  as  on  individual  de]iosiles 

ever  banks  exist,  lo  receive  deposites.  public  or  pi 
vate,  is  a  regular  branch  ol  tlnir  business.'  and 
discount  npnii  the  average  balances  of  those  dej. 
siVcs,  which  experienoe  shows  are  not  likely  lo 
drawn  out  by  the  depositors,  in  as  legitimate  a 
acknowledged  an  operation  of  banking  as  to  d 
count  upon  their  mpi/a/s.  Is  it  not  for  the  ii.tere 
of  all  that  this  should  be  done — that  no.  portion 
the  national  capital  should  be  annihilated  by  beii 
locked  up  from  use,  but  that  Ihe  whole  should  I 
made  tributary,  in  some  %vay  or  other,  to  the  inv 
goralion  and  support  of  the  national  industry  ?  P 
just  dislinclion  can  be  shown,  in  this  respect,  b 
'tween  public  and  private  deposites.  According! 
in  all  countries  where  banks  exist,  and  where  .tt 
public  moneys  are  deposited  in  those  institution 
deposites  of  that  kind  have  been  invariably  recof 
nized,  within  proper  limits,  as  a  perfectly  legitimal 
source  of  discounts  and  accommodation  to  tl 
community.  It  is  admitted  that  it  has  been  uii 
forinly  the  case  in  this  country,  in  regard  to  Ih 
public  funds  both  of  the  general  government  and  i 
the  states,  from  the  adoption  of  the  conslitutic 
down  to  the  present  day.  What  new  light,  the 
has  broken  in  upon  us,' that  we  are,  all  at  one 
grown  so  much  wiser  than  our  fathers  ?  In  Eni 
land,  Ihe  practice  is,  and  has  been  invariably  tl 
same  ;  and  here  I  lake  upon  me  to  confront  a  stat' 
ment  wliich  I  have  repeatedly  seen  made  to  the  co; 
trary — lo  wit,  that  the  balaiices  of  lire  public  m< 
neys  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  m 
discounted  upon,  but  were  regularly  and  habitnali 
applied  lo  the  purchase  of  exchequer  bills,  on  bi 
half  of  Ihe  government.  The  fact  is  otherwise— tl 
Bank  of  Eiigland  has  the  use  of  these  balances,  fi 
banking  purposes  ;  and  this  use  of  them  is  s 
understood  and  avowed  that  in  some  instance 
w  hi're  tlie  balances  have  risen  to  a  very  great  amoun 
(as,  for  a  series  of  years  alter  1806,  they  did  to  b 
tween  £ ll,nh(),()()0'  and  £  12.1011,000, equal  to  ne;, 
(^6(1,000,(1(10  of  onr  monry.)  the  bank  has  been  rf| 
quired  to  pay  a  special  comjiensalion  lo  the  gover 
ment  for  that  use.  But  the  ordinary  balancs 
public  money  in  the  Bank  of  England  range  froi 
J,<i00,(l(!0  t'o  5,000,000  pounds  strrlirig— al  oi 
twenty  millions  of  dollais  of  our  money — lie  i.ir  i 
ul.ifii  is|HTinittedtolhe  hard;  «  itiiout 'any  r in  pr  r 
.'nation.  In  like  maiiiier,  the  balances  of  pnhi.e  ii  i 
ncy  in  France,  which  are  occasionally  Iransli ne 
lo  Ihe  Bank  of  France,  are  permitted  lo  be  iisi  il  b 
a  source  of  extended  discounts,  and  I  am  iritcirec 
by  an  enlightened  eorrc.spondtnt  in  that  ceuntrj 
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were  actually  so  useil  to  the  i;reat  rcli'^f  of  iiv.lustry 
ajul  traje,  diirijig  the  late  coiniuercial  crisis.    , 

Shall  a  less  beneficent  use  he  [iiade  of  Ihe  pulilic 
moneys,  not  called  lor  by  the  necessities  of  Ihe 
government,  in  this  republic  of  ouis,  than  in  the 
monarchies  of  Europe.'  Shall  we  alone,  of  ,ill  the 
great  family  of  inoilern  civllizeil  communities,  re- 
vert to  tlie  barbarous  practice  of  Aoai(/i«C  {and  thai, 
too,  in  specie)  Ihe  occasional  .surpluses,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  our  revenue  system,  can  neither  be 
foreseen  nor  guarded  against?  .\  most  able  and  elo- 
quent Iriend  in  the  other  house  (Mr.  Legare)  has 
justly  characterised  the  piocess  of  taxation  as  n  spe- 
cies of  <ro;/yisc«/iyH.  It  is  so,  sir.  I3  it  not  incum- 
bent upon  Hi,  then,  when  by  so  harsh  a  process,  we 
have  undesifjiiedly  levied  upon  the  people  more  than 
is  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  govern-inent,  to 
mitigate  the  exaction  as  much  as  ]>ossible  by  restor- 
ing Ihe  overplus  to  their  use  through  the  channels 
of  business  and  commerce.  Why  should  the  go- 
vernment play  the  dog  in  the  mungcr,  neither  using 
its  idle  hoards  itself,  nor  permitting  any  body  else 
to  use  them.  EH'orts  have  been  made  to  render  the 
practice  ol  discounting  npon  the  public  depo.sites 
odious,  by  representing  it  as  a  thing  for  the  bem  fit 
of  the  b.i'nks  alone.  But  is  it  so?  Does  not  every 
class  ol  the  roinmunity  expeiience  the  bcnelit,  and 
none  more  so  tlian  the  great  agiicultural  class,  the 
price  of  whose  products  depends  mainly  on  the  faci- 
lities ol  sound  credit,  and  the  abundance  of  active 
capital  diifused  among  the  merchants — the  more 
iminedinte  customers  of  Ihe  banks? 

It  has  been  sometimes  said,  also,  that  the  practice 
of  discounting  on  the  public  deposites  adds  to  the 
fluctuations  of  the  currency.     But  the  reverse  is 
demonstrably  true.     When  a  large  amount  of  reve- 
nue is  collected  by  the  governuieiit,  and  is  neither 
disbursed  in  the  public  service,  nor  returned  to  the 
community  through  the  medium  of  discounts,  a  sud- 
den and  distressing  contraction  of  the  curiency  ne- 
cessarily ensues.     It,  however,  that   portion  of  the 
public  money,  not  required  for  the  public  service,  is 
permitted  to  be  used  in  the  way  of  discounts  for 
short  periods,  by  the  banks,  the  circulation,  through 
the   double   process   of  government  disbursements 
and  bank  issues,  is  maintained  at  an  uniform  level, 
I    without   sensible   contraction   or  expansion.     The  | 
I   banks  being  enabled  to   foresee  at  what  period  tlie  I 
funds  issued  by  them  will  bo  required  for  occasions 
1    of  public   expenditure,  call   them  in   as  they  are 
I    wanted  for  disbursement — what  is  drawn  in  by  the 
I    hand  of  the  hanks,  is  immediately   let   out  by   the 
i   hand  of  the  government — and  thus  the  current  of 
I    circulation  is  kept  steady  and  full. 
I        These  truths  have,  until  lately,  been  universally 
:    felt  and  acknowledged;  and  by  none  more  empha- 
i    tically,  or  with  greater  weight  of  authority  than  the 
I    distinguished  individual  "in  whose  footsteps"  the 
present  administration  was  expected  to  tread.     It 
13,  doubtless,  recollected  by  the  senate,  that,  on  the 
,    occasion   of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the 
I    Bank  of  the  United  States,  president  Jackson,  in 
I    the  able  and   memorable  paper  which  he  presented 
I    to  his  cabinet,  stated  that  the  funds  thus  removed 
were  not  to  be  ••  unnihilalcd" — that  they  "would 
!    be  again  issued  for  Ihe  benejil  of  trade  "  by  the  in- 
stitutions  to   which   they   were  transferred.     This 
was,  then,  considered  a  trait  of  liberal,  beneficent, 
',    and  stitesmardike  policy,  on  which  the  chief  magis- 
trate and  his  act  were  triumphantly  sustained  and 
vindicated  by  his  friends  before  tlie  people.     The 
same  distinguished  individual,  in  his  very  last  mes- 
'    sage  to  congress,  declared  "  it  was  contrary  to  the 
I    genius  of  our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
;    the  treasure  of  the  nation."     Now,  the  highest  am- 
bition of  statesmanship  seems  to  be  to  contri\'e  these 
selfsame  •'vuulls,"  in  which  the  funds  of  the  nation 
are  to   be   sent  to  their  "long  repose,"  as  "dead 
mens' bones;"  for  once  there,  all  that  remain,  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  goverinent,  are  to  be  buried, 
annihiilated,  destroyed,  to  every   purpose   of  useful 
existence.     What  has  produced  these  sudden  and 
singular  revolutions  of  policy  and  doctrine?     Is  it 
I    because   an   extraordinary   and  accidenhil  stale  of 
things,  Ihe  result  of  peculiar  and  anomalous  causes, 
has  involved  the  banks,  individuals,  and  Ihe  govern- 
ment, in  te.npor.:ry  embarrassment?     Then  I  say 
nothing  is  more  unsafe  Ihan  for  statesmen  to  found 
general  and  permanent  rules  of  policy  on  isolated 
and  exceptionable  cases.     We  must  look  to  the  ha- 
bitual and  ordinary  course  of  human  affairs,  collect 
from  Ihem  the  average  resnlts  of  experience  and  ob- 
servation, and  guide  our   action   by  those  results. 
Because  the  Coinnionweallh"s  Binic  of  Massachu- 
setts has  failed,  because  it  suits  the  purpos';  even  of 
grave  senators  to  use  it  daily  as  a  stalking-horse  on 
this  floor,  are  we  to  be  "  frighted  from  our  proprie- 
ty," and,  therefore,  distrust  and  denounce  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  country?     Are  we  to  take 
advantage  of  temporary  and  factiliotis  excitements, 
to  get  up  and  foster  a  popular  prejudice  against 


banks  as  a  fund  for  political  speculation,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  all  the  "sober  realities  of  life"  and  the 
practical,  pervading,  home-bred,  interests  of  the 
country. 

As  1  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  Mr.  President,  I 
stand  here  as  no  advocate  of  the  banks.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  interest  in,  nor  coniection  with,  them, 
direct  or  indirect,  present  or  )>iospectiv(-.  I  am  as 
sensible  as  any  man  of  the  dangers  and  abuses  10 
which  they  are  liable,  and  I  will  go,  hand  in  hand, 
with  any  man  in  devising  securities  again-'t  theone, 
and  applying  correctives  to  Ihe  other.  But  ai  a 
practical  legislator  and  patriot,  I  am  bound  to  look 
to  the  actual  interests  of  society;  and  in  that  view, 
I  cannot  fail  to  see  that  any  violent  shock  given  to 
the  established  system  of  biisirnss  and  credit  in  the 
country  must  produce  a  wide-spread  scene  of  con- 
fusion and  distress,  involving,  in  its  destructive  visi- 
tation, every  class  of  the  community. 

In  olfering  the  measure  I  have  submitted  to  the 
senate,  I  have  dischaiged  what  I  consider  to  be  my 
duly  to  tlie  rountry.  That  country  is  now  in  a 
state  ofsulfering  and  distress,  aggravated  by  deep 
anxieties  and  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  iutnre. 
The  measure  I  propose  would,  I  firmly  believe,  give 
relief  (or  Ihe  present  and  hope  fin- the  fulnre.'  It 
could  not  fail  to  restore  confidence,  and  in  doing 
that,  to  revive  the  languishing  energies  of  trade,  to 
quicken  the  labors  and  the  hopes  of  Ihe  husband- 
man, the  manulacturcr,  and  the  mechanic,  lo  raise 
enterprise  again  upon  its  feet,  and  above  all,  to  put 
an  end  to  that  unnatural  and  suicidal  war,  which, 
fin-  the  last  eighteen  monHis,  lias  grown  up  between 
the  government  of  Ihe  country,  and  its  business  and 
industry.  In  presenting  sncli  a  measure,  1  cannot 
but  regret  that  I  shall  he  deprived  ol  the  suppoit  of 
many  members  of  this  body  wilh  whom  I  have  late- 
ly stood,  side  by  sitle,  in  upholding  and  defending 
the  principles  on  which  it  rests.  My  consolation, 
however,  is  that  Island  nowxfhere  Island  then.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  measure  they  bring  forward  and 
patronize  is  one  which,  fhi'ee  years  ago,  we  all 
united  in  opposing,  and  winch  was  then  denounced, 
in  the  name  of  the  administration  and  its  friends,  as 
a  "  dangerous  enlargement  of  executive  power,  and 
pulling  into  its  hands  the  means  of  corruption." 
Tnis  measure  cannot  have  changed  its  uliaracter  by 
mere  efflux  of  time;  ami  thinking  of  it  now  as  I 
thought  of  it  then,  I  slill  oppose  iL 

In  taking  this  course,  I  know  full  well,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I  am  to  incur  the  anathemas  of  pari:/.  But 
I  can  never  lbri;et  that  I  have  a  country  lo  serve,  as 
well  as  a  party  lo  obey.  "  'Tis  Rome  demands  our 
help;"  and  for  one  she  shall  have  mine,  according 
to  the  humble  measure  of  my  abililies  and  the  best 
lights  of  my  understanding.  The  zealots  of  both 
parties  may  denounce  ami  condemn  me,  as  they 
iia\e  heretofore  denounced  and  condemn'-d  me;  bill 
sustained  by  the  consciousness  of  upright  inlentio.'is 
and  a  failhfnl  devotion  lo  the  interests  of  my  coun- 
try, I  sliall  h(dd  inv  course  unfalterinir  ;  and  even 
with  the  terror  before  my  eyes  of  sinking  into  that 
smnll  minoriUj  of  which  Ihe  f.onorable  senator  from 
Xew  York,  (Mr.  Wright.)  so  chari'nhkj  warned 
us,  I  shall  yet,  animated  by  sense  of  duty,  "find  in 
my  soul  one  drop  of  patience." 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECO.VD     SESSION- SE.N'.iTE. 

March  9.  After  several  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented and  referred  and  a  number  of  reports  made. 

The  senate  held  a  short  executive  session. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wright,  calling 
for  information  with  a  view  to  equalize  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  in  the  departments,  was  taken 
up.  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners  for  Ihe  year  IS.IS 
was  considereil,  ordered  lo  be  cngrosed,  and  by 
consent,  read  a  IliinI  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  committee  on  the 
public  lauds  were  instructed  to  allow  the  state  of 
In, liana  to  re-locate  certain  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement. 

The  bill  supplein"ntary  to  the  act  lo  amend  the 
judiciary  system  of  Ihe  United  States  was  taken 
up,  farther  considered,  and  a:;ain  laiil  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  (V7ii7e,  the  senate  reconsidered 
the  vote  adopting  the  rcsoliilion  otiercd  by  Mr. 
Niles,  calling  for  information  relative  lo  the  con- 
duct ol  the  Metropolis  bank  of  tlii-.  district  as  a  fis- 
cal agent. 

On  motion  of  ?.Ir.  Ttillmn'Ise,  this  resoliilion  was 
modified  so  as  to  make  the  enquiries  slill  more 
particular  and  complfle,  and  it  was  then  readopled. 
.Mr.  Rirci  presenft'd  tlie  |>roceedin::s  of  a  meet- 
ing in  Virginia  relnlire  to  the  late  duel.  Laid  on 
the  tabic,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
1  treasury  bill. 


Mr.  Bayard  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

IMr.  Aloiris  spoke  on  the  subject  generallv,  beip"- 
opposed  lo  Ihe  bill  in  its  pr<  sent  form,  but  in  favor 
ol  it  with  certain  modifications. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Calhoun,  who  expressed  his 
desire  to  speak  to-morrow, 

The  senate  odjonriUMl. 

March  10.  Tile  following  petitions,  f<c.  were 
presented,  and  releired. 

By  Mr.  McKean:  A  memorial  from  the  commis- 
sioners ol  the  Giiard  estate  on  behalf  of  Ihe  city  of 
Philadelphia,  setting  Imih  "that  Ihe  cilv  of  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  «ill  ol  ihe  late  Stephen  Girard, 
is  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Ihe  slate  of 
Louisiana,  held  uniler  a  Spanish  grant,"  and  pray- 
ing congress  lo  pass  an  act  authorizing  the  ascer- 
tainment of  tl'.e  validity  of  the  title  os  againft  the 
Uniteil  Slates,  by  proceeding  in  such  court  as 
congress  may  select.  Referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee. 

By  Mr.  Jivcliannn:  From  a  citizen  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  Ihe  suliject  of  the  cnirency,  proposing  a 
plan  for  a  national  bank',  the  stock  lo  be  owned  by 
the  dilierent  Slates,  in  the  proportion  of  Iheir  dele- 
gation in  the  house  of  representatives;  the  drafts  (o 
he  endorsed  l.y  Ihe  respective  states,  and  become 
Ihe  currencv  of  the  connlrv;  Ihe  capital  at  first  lo 
he  .s<70.<l«(>',ili)l),  allerwards  (o  be  increased  lo 
.■iJ.lol),(l(ll),n()(l,  and  then  to  increase  at  Ihe  rale  of 
two  per  cent,  jicr  annum.  Mr.  B.  .«aid  (he  plan 
was  ingenious,  though  lie  was  not  convinced  of 
its  expediency.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  nninber  of  private  bills  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  IJavis,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  aullioriz- 
ing  the  pnrch.ase,  by  the  United  States,  of  a  piece 
of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  navy  yard,  at 
Cliarleslown,  Wassacluisetls.  Hi  ad  t\vice  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  senate,  resumed  the  consideration  ol  the  sub- 
treasury  hill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  spoke  nearly  two  hours  in 
reply  to  Ihe  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  delivered  on  the 
19th  nil.— chielly  in  defence  of  his  own  jiolitical 
course  and  consistency,  and  incidentally  on  Ihe 
character  and  merits  of  Ihe  questions  on  which  he 
had  been  calKd  upon  to  act  during  his  public  ca- 
reer. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  at  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  positions  taken,  and  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  Ihe  speech  referred  to,  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Calhoun's  political  course. 

Mr.  Preston  made  some  remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clay,  on  the  subject  of  nullification,  and  in  derence 
of  llie  cour.se  of  South  Carolina  in  thai  regard. 

Mr.  C/(;y  and  Mr.  Calhoun  continued  Ihe  debate 
in  allernale  reply  and  rejoinder  until  half  past  5 
o'clock  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.    Webster, 

The  spnatc  adjourned. 

March  12.  .\  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Mr.  .•\.\an 
Biiren,  his  private  secretary. 

Afler  several  petitions,  jtc.  had  been    presented, 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose,  he  said,  to  present  to  Ihe 
senate  certain  resniulions  of  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
lucky,  condemnatory  of  Ihe  course  of  Ihe  late  and 
present  administrations  in  relation  lo  the  currency, 
and  especially  of  (he  suh-(reasiiry  bill,  and  he 
would  accompany  the  performance  of  this  duly, 
wi(h  a  few  remarks. 

These  resolutions,  said  Mr.  0.  express  the  opin- 
ions of  Ihe  stale  of  Kentucky  on  Ihe  course  of 
measures  pursued  for  several  years  past  by  the 
general  government,  on  Ihe  present  derangement 
of  Ihe  currency  and  distresses  of  Ihe  country,  and 
they  lake  particular  notice  of  the  great  measure 
now  before  congress  and  the  public,  called  Ihe 
siiblreasnry  .system,  and  against  this  they  express 
their  decided  opposition,  and  the  derided  ami  ear- 
nest desire  of  that  state  to  prevent  its  pa'^sage.  I 
have  hern  indulged  by  Ihe  senate  wilh  an  oppor- 
tunity on  a  former  occasion  lo  express  my  senti- 
ments on  this  suhjecl.  and  I  shall  not  now  repeat 
Ihem;  but  on  (his  ocrasion  i(  becomes  me  (o  ex- 
press, what  I  do  wilh  (he  ii(mosl  cordiality,  my 
entile  svmpalhy  and  accordance  with  Ihe  senti- 
ments h-re  expressed,  one  and  all,  of  the  stale 
which  I  in  part  represent,  and  with  thein  I  would 
prevent  tlie  pas*^age  of  tt-.is  measure  as  one  rot  orily 
injurious  and  dangerous  to  the  institnlinns  of  Ihe 
country,  but  deeply  dangerous  to  the  spirit  of  li- 
berty. 

Mr.  President,  if  wo  look  at  the  intrinsic  merit 
or  demerit  of  lliis  measure,  it  resolves  itself  into 
elements  of  high  and  inomentons  import.  But  if 
Ihe  intrinsic  propriety  of  it  is  questionahle  in  itself, 
I  beg  leave  to  call  Ihe  attention  of  the  »>  nate  lo  a 
principle  involved  in  carrying  forward  Ibis  meas- 
lire;  ami  it  is  l!ie  principle  of  that  sort  of  defer- 
ence which  \vc  owe  to  the  public  will,  and  which 
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lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions.  By 
this  I  do  not  mean  every  accidental  (liish  and  flour- 
ish of  the  public  mind,  but  I  mean  lis  deliberate 
judgment  and  opinion,  brought  to  bear  on  the  con- 
duct and  opinions  of  tlie  public  servants  ;  and  I  beg 
the  senate  to  give  Iheir  attention  tu  this  state  of 
the  case;  audi  ask  every  lair  and  candid  man, 
have  not  the  people  signitied  that  the  law  and  con- 
stitution of  the  country  are  invaded  ?  The  subject 
of  this  measure  has  long  engaged  the  public  dis- 
cussion, feeling,  and  judgment,  and  has  long  ex- 
cluded ifoni  the  public  contemplation  almost  every 
thing  else,  as  unworthy  of  their  regard.  What  has 
been  the  result  of  this  inquiry,  and  what  the  ver- 
dict of  this  great  nation  on  this  great  question? 
Was  there  ever  a  decision  more  decided  on  any 
question  in  the  history  of  this  government  ?  A?id 
in  this  estimate  I  do  not  take  into  the  account  the 
expressed  opinions  of  private  assemblies,  the  pri- 
vate remonstrances  against  this  measure  presented 
to  this  body,  not  even  the  voluminous  protest  against 
it  from  nearly  9,0011  legal  voters  of  New  York 
city  ;  but  I  sjieak  of  the  solemn  acts  of  the  legisla- 
tive assemblies  of  whole  states;  and  1  ask  those 
who  profess  a  deference  for  the  public  will,  liow 
they  can  neglect  ihis  loud,  solemn,  and  iiniierative 
voice  of  remonstrance? 

Wliat  are  the  states  that  have  fell  it  their  duty, 
by  the  emergency  of  this  great  question,  to  pro- 
nounce the  decision  of  their  respective  people 
against  this  measure?  Here,  first  in  wealth,  re- 
sources, and  population,  comes  the  great  state  of 
JN'ew  York;  she  is  against  it.  Pennsylvania,  slow, 
majestic,  and  considerate,  in  announcing  her  opin- 
ions, is  also  advancing  to  the  rescue  or  the  country 
from  this  measure.  And  here  is  little  Khodc  Island, 
with  all  her  business,  talenis,  and  sagacity.  New 
Jersey,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  have  also  come  for- 
ward ;  and  now  I  see  in  Ihis  bright  array  the  stale 
of  Kentucky.  Are  all  these  to  be  neglected?  Are 
tliey  entitled  to  no  deference  in  this  strong  expres- 
sion of  their  opinions,  even  when  tliey  speak  in 
the  national  councils?  How  stands  the  case  in  the 
other  house?  There  121  representatives  have  been 
instructed  by  their  respective  legislatures  to  vote 
against  this  measure,  composing  nearly  one-half  of 
the  whole  house.  And  let  me  call  your  attention  to 
those  states  that  have  not  sent  such  instructions, 
but  which,  from  their  known  sentiments,  undoubt- 
edly concur  in  those  instructions.  Heieis  Mary- 
land, in  our  immediate  neighborhood;  and  vUiat 
are  her  sentiinents  ?  They  are  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  evei-y  one  knows  it ;  and  it  they  have  not 
been  expressed,  it  is  siinplv  because  she  supfioses 
that  all  the  world  knows  them  already.  She  is  on 
the  side  of  Ihe  protestants.  And  Indiana,  let  her 
two  senators  speak  for  her;  one  of  whom  is  a 
friend  of  the  administration  and  is  yet  against  this 
measure.  She,  too,  is  among  tlie  protestants.  Old 
Massacliusetts,  she  also  is  here,  and  speaks  in  a 
voice  that  needs  no  aid  of  mine.  Vermont  is  in 
the  same  ranks,  and  little  Delaware,  not  least  in 
talent  and  intelligence.  Add  these  to  the  states 
that  have  actually  protested  against  this  measure, 
and  it  makes  154  representatives  in  the  other 
house,  being  a  majority  of  6li  in  the  whole. 

Here,  sir,  is  no  argument.  These  are  facts  worth 
a  thousand  arguments.  ,\nd  supposing  this  meas- 
ure were  intrinsically  ever  so  wise,  can  it  be  right 
to  force  it  on  an  unvvilling  people  ?  Are  we  to  do 
tlie  people  good  against  their  will  ?  It  is  the  tyrant's 
example.  All  usurpations  of  power  have  ever 
been  made  and  exercised  under  the  jiretence  of 
doing  good  against  the  common  will  and  the  com- 
isoii  judgment.  But  it  is  a  sentiment  utterly  ab- 
horrent to  the  genius  of  this  government. 

And,  now,  what  have  you  to  oppose  to  this  mass 
of  evidence,  that  this  measure  is  contrary  to  the 
will  and  judgment  of  the  people?  Where  are  the 
states  that  are  in  favor  of  it  ?  On  that  side  is  a 
powerful  administration,  with  a  long  career  of 
power  before  it ;  and  Ihis  administration  is  staked 
on  this  measure  as  the  very  point  on  vvliich  its  ex- 
istence is  turned.  To  be  or  not  to  be,  is  the  ques- 
tion which  it  has  involved  in  the  success  or  failure 
of  this  measure.  It  has  exerted  its  power  and  in- 
tlucncc  to  bring  over  the  country;  and  alter  all 
what  states  are  in  lavor  of  it  ?  It  has  been  said 
tliat  kings  seldom  woo  in  vain;  and  this  may  be 
said  of  our  presidents. 

This  occasion  called  forth  the  exercise  of  court- 
ing and  wooing,  ami  yet  what  has  been  the  result? 
South  Carolina  is  tlie'oiily  state  that  has  come  for- 
ward to  express  her  oj)inioii  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure. Attempts  have  bieii  made  in  otiier  stales, 
but  nowliere  else  have  resolutions  of  approbation 
been  carried.  Here  and  there  an  olliceholder  lakes 
his  cap  in  his  hand  and  huzzas  for  Ihe  snli-trcasury; 
but  is  this  any  evidence  ol  the  public  will  and  jiidg. 
inent  in  its  favor? 

We  have  all  this  evidence,  not  from  excited  pub- 


lic meetings,  but  I'rom  legislative  bodies,  speaking 
in  deliberate  and  solemn  council.  And  yet  you 
are  going  on  recklessly  to  loice  this  measure  upon 
the  country.  Sir,  you  have  no  right  so  lo  force  it; 
the  nation  claims  the  liglit  of  judgment,  and  un- 
less we  have  the  right  to  act  against  the  known 
will  of  the  people,  we  iiave  no  right  to  force  even 
a  good  measure  upon  them. 

Do  you  indulge  the  idle  hope  that  the  people 
will  acquiesce  in  this  measure  matured  and  carried 
into  efiect,  to  which  in  its  incipiency  they  mani- 
fest so  great  aversion  ?  No,  sir,  no,  sir.  If  the  hills 
and  valleys  of  the  country  are  already  reverber- 
ating with  the  voire  cl  remonstrance  and  opposi- 
tion, pass  this  bill,  and  it  is  no  longer  a  question  of 
relief  and  expediency,  but  a  question  of  liberty. 
This  measure  will  be  regarded  as  an  insult  added 
to  the  ruin  of  their  business,  the  derangement  of 
the  currency,  and  Ihe  infliction  of  great  and  gen- 
eral distress  ;  and,  under  such  an  insult,  they  will 
never  be  silent. 

Sir,  3  ou  already  know  my  judgment  and  opinion 
of  this  measure  as  injurious  and  dangerous  to  the 
public  prosperity  and  the  public  liberty.  But,  as 
passed  also  in  opposition  to  the  public  will,  it  rises 
i'ar  higher  in  its  malign  aspect,  and  involves  a  prin- 
ciple deep  and  momentous,  on  wliicii  llie  govern- 
ment itself  is  founded.  You  are  disregarding  thus 
the  public  voice,  strong  and  decided,  thoiigli  the 
influence  and  patronage  of  the  government  are 
operating  every  where  against  it,  being  able  to  ob- 
tain but  the  voice  of  one  state  in  its  favor,  while 
there  is  a  majority  of  fi6  against  it  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  other  house. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  a  call  was  made  on  the 
secret. iry  of  the  treasury  for  information  as  to  pre- 
sent circumstances,  ant!  the  course  proper  to  be 
pursued  in  relation  to  public  lands  in  the  south  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  norlli  of  Illinois. 

A  niimbtr  of  bills  were  reported,  and  ordered  lo 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  King  reported  from  commiltee,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  anthorzing  tonnage  diitv  on 
\  essels  entering  Baltimore  harbor  Ihroui^h  the  ice  ; 
wliicii  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passer!  ; 

For  the  relief  of  B.  H.  Maher,  of  Jas  Baker,  of 
R.  Peebles  and  J.  Graham,  of  Isaac  Bronson,  of 
the  heirs  of  Wm.  Jones,  of  the  heirs  of  T,  Carter, 
or  I.  Shnbrick.  for  establishing  an  additional  land 
district  ill  Alabama,  for  the  relief  of  the  securities 
of  Archibalil  Sneed,  for  tlie  reliefof  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Brooks,  for  the  reliefof  Wal- 
ter Loomis  and  Abel  Gale. 

Sub-Trcnsunj  Scheme. 

The  senate  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasurv  bill. 

Mr.  Wcbiter  spoke  at  large  in  opposition  to  this 
measure,  as  a  novelty  in  legislation  and  in  prac- 
tice; in  vindication  of  the  credit  system,  as  the 
great  source  of  equal  and  individual  weallh  and 
general  prosperity  ;  on  Ihe  advantage  and  ni  cessity 
of  a  sound  currency  ;  and  the  constitutional  duty  ol 
the  government  to  furnish  and  regulate  such  a 
currency  ;  on  Iheteu'lency  and  necessary  ed'ects  ol 
the  pen<iiiig  measure,  and  added  much  to' his  former 
argument,  affirming  the  power  of  congress  to  regu- 
late the  currency,  especially  as  connected  with 
their  power  over  coininerce  and  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  states.  Mr.  W.  had  spoken  four  hours, 
willinut  completing  his  argument — the  greatest,  it 
is  believed,  he  has  ever,  on  any  occasion,  deliv- 
ered— when  lie  yielded  the  floor  for  a  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  the  senate  ailjonrned. 

Miirch  13.  After  a  number  of  petitions  had  been 
presented  and  referred,  and  several  bills  had  been 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  the  following,  amons 
other  bills,  was  introduced  on  leave. 

By  Mr.  Trailer:  Supplementary  to  the  various 
acts  relating  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  the  adinstment  of  claims  under  llie  treaty  of 
l.?.3()  with'the  Choctaw  Indians.  [Explained'  by 
Me.ssrs.  Trotter,  Linn,  and  Grundy.] 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Ihe  legal  representa- 
tives of  Daniel  Dnvall,  authorizing  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels  cnleriu!:  llie  port  of  Baltimore  through'  the 
ice,  were  severallv  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  niimberof  bills,  which  will  be  noticed  on  their 
final  pass.Tge,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  a  call  vva-- 
made  on  the  secretary  of  state  lor  information  rela- 
tive to  the  number  oi'  suits  on  Ihe  docket,  and  va- 
rious other  matters  relating  to  the  circuit  arid  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 


Mr.  Webster  resumed  the  floor  and  addressed  the 
senate  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  in  continuation 
and  conclusion  of  his  speech  against  the  bill — par- 
ticularly in  favor  of  the  constitutional  power  and 
diilyol  congress  to  regulate  the  currency — in  reply 
to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  on  the  origin,  character,  and 
purposes  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Rabbins  having  indicated  his  desire  to  speak 
on  the  subject. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  ses- 
sion. 

March  14.  A  number  of  petitions  were  presented, 
after  which 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  a  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  declaring  it  as  the  sense  of  the  senate  that 
no  one  concerned  in  a  duel  ought  afterwards  to  be 
appointed  lo  any  public  office  under  Ihe  United 
States. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  lime  and 
passed: 

To  repeal  certain  provisions  of  the  tariff  act  of 
1832;  to  authorise  Charles  Day,  and  James  R. 
Butts  to  import,  duty  free,  materials  for  two  iron 
steamboats;  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  James 
Manning. 

The  vote  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  lor  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  Wisconsin  was  reconsidered;  the  bill  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Lyon,  Kina,  Linn,  Davis,  Tip- 
Ion,  Hubbard,  Walker,  and  Sevier,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  some  of  the  routes  had  not  been  duly 
examined;  amended,  verbally,  and  informally  pass- 
ed over  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 

Mr.  Morris,  on  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  divide 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  establish  the  ter- 
ritory of  loway.     Head  twice  and  referred. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice  and 
referred. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Mr.  Robbins  spoke  about 
an  hour  and  a  Iialf  in  opposition  lo  the  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  followed  in  favor  of  the  bill,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  banks  and  bankini;,  and  in  vindication 
of  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  country. 
Before  he  had  concluded,  he  gave  way  lo  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  15.  The  Vice  President  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
pursuance  of  a  senate  resolution  of  the  9tfi  inst. 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence,  &c.  relating  to 
tlie  Metropolis  bank  of  this  city  as  a  fiscal  agent 
of  the  government.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
in  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  Ihe  sub-treasury  bill. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  these  proceed- 
ings, said  he  had  but  a  single  remark  to  make,  and 
that  was,  that  from  all  the  accounts  which  he  had 
recei\'ed  this  had  been  an  immense  meeting;  and, 
although  a  small,  hut  highly  respectable,  minority 
of  the  democratic  party  of  the  citj  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  were  opposed  to  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  yet  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a 
very  large  mojorily  of  that  party  were  decidedly 
friendly  lo  the  measure.] 

By  Mr.  Tipton:  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  against  the  sub-treasury,  and 
in  favor  of  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  and  a  na- 
tional bank.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, through  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk, 
announcing  the  deaTh  of  the  honorable  Timolliy 
Jarvis  Carter,  a  member  of  that  body, and  informing 
Ihe  senate  that  the  house  would  attend  his  funeral 
in  the  representatives'  hall,  at  12  o'clock  on  Satur- 
day next.     Whereupon 

Mr.  Rvggles  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  message  from  Ihe  house  of 
representatives  just  read, communicating  the  melan- 
choly inl'dligence  of  the  death  of  the  hoii.  Timothy 
J.  Carter,  a  representative  from  the  stale  of  Maine, 
imposes  on  me  the  duty — v\hich  I  cannot  perform 
wilhout  the  ileepest  emotion — of  moving  the  cus- 
tomary resolutions  of  respect  lor  the  memory  of 
the  deceased.  He  died  last  evening,  at  the  hour  of 
ten,  at  his  loilgings  In  Ihis  city,  after  much  severe, 
but  patient  sullering,  at  peace  with  all,  at  variance 
with  none. 

I  know  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  usually 
been  improved  to  pronounce  eulogies  on  Ihe  char- 
acter of  deceased  members;  but  the  painful  emo- 
tions which  have  been  awakened  by  the  Inst  snd 
adieu  of  an  esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  but 
poorly  qualify  me  to  speak  at  this  lime,  ami  in  this 
place,  el  his  manly  virtues,  his  purity  of  heart,  the 
cniiigiii;'  mildness  of  his  disposition,  the  unusual 
excellence  of  the  character  he  maintained  in  ail  his 
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domestic  aii'l  social  relations.  It  is  but  to  say, 
wliat  all  who  knew  liini,  as  I  liavof  known  him, 
woulil  sav,  that  his  whole  life  arronleil  constant  ex- 
einplilica'tiDii  ol"  the  slriclest  moral  reclituJe,  in  the 
uprii;lit,raithrnl,  conscientious  perlonnance  ol'every 
duty^connecled  with  his  station  in  society. 

Though  yet  scarcely  past  the  raorriiiii;  of  life, 
be  had  received  many  gratifying  proofs  ot  the  esti- 
mation in  which  his  talejits  and  probity  were  held 
by  the  people  and  the  councils  of  his  state. 

As  a  representative,  he  has  been  dcvoleilly  foilh- 
fiil  to  his  trust,  and  fully  justified  the  conlidence  re- 
posed in  his  virtue  and' patriotism,  lie  soiii^htnot 
iii:;h  political  distinction.  He  was  unambitious  of 
renown;  but  ^niiiled  his  footsteps  by  lliut  calui  and 
steady  light  which  shines  all  along  the  pathway  of 
duty  and  usefulniss. 

lie  inherited  his  virtues  from  a  highly  respecta- 
ble p.trenlagp,  and  has  left  a  wiile  circle  of  attach- 
ed relatives  and  Iriends  tt>  mourn  his  exit;  tiiree  uf 
whom,  under  the  ready  impulses  of  fraternal  allec- 
tion,  obevcd  the  earliest  summons  to  his  sick  bed. 
Alas!  it  was  but  to  witness,  with  poignant  grief,  the 
closing  scene  in  the  brief  drama  of  human  exis- 
tence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father,  but  how  can  I 
presume  here  to  speak  of  the  agonized  l«elings  ol 
lier,  who,  while  she  caught  his  latest  siuh,  tult  that, 
as  in  life,  so  almost  also  in  death,  his  destinies  were 
her  own! 

With  the  deceased  life's  fleeting  shadow  has  pass- 
ed by,  and  eternity  has  opened  its  broad  portals. 
Nothing  now  remains  but  the  tears  of  relatives,  the 
regrets  and  sympathies  of  friends,  and  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  Ins  example  for  all. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JJ»,ffg/cs,  resolved 
unanimously  to  wear  crape  thirty  days  in  testimo- 
ny of  their  respect  for  the  deceased,  and  to  at- 
tend his  funeral  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was  resolved  that, 
when  the  senate  adjourn,  they  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Saturday  next. 

The  senate  then  adjourn  d. 


suggested  that  if  the  object  was  to  put  olf  this  sub- ;  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  of  the  house  "  to 
ject  for  the  session,  witliout  any  delinite  action  up-  ,  restore  circuit  jcrisdiclion  to  the  district  courts  of 
on  the  question,  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  gentle-  i  the  western  (li>tricl  of  Virginia." 
man  from  iNew  York  (Mr.  Cainbreleng)  so  to  ar-        Mr.  lieinie  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
his    plans,   as    not   to   permit   the  people   of '  of  the  bill,  on  the  grounil  that  this  was  a  proposition 


HOfSE    OF    EEPRESENT.\TIVES. 

Thursday,  March  8.  Mr.  JBriggs  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  tlie  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
otfer  an  amendment  to  rule  63,  which  provides  that 
'Mio  appropriation  shall  be  reported  in  the  general 
appropriation  bills,  or  be  in  order  as  an  amendment 
thereto  for  any  expenditure  not  previously  author- 
ized by  law;'*  which  said  amendment  is  as  follows: 
"unless  in  continuation  of  appropriations  tor  such 
public  works  and  objects  as  are  already  in  progress, 
and  for  the  usual  contingencies  for  carrying  on  the 
several  departments  of  the  government."  The 
motion  to  suspend  was  lost. 

A  number  of  reports  were  made,  after  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  it  was 

Rcsoloe.l,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  be  instructed  to  ascertain  the  practica- 
bility and  cost  of  proviiling  within  the  Capitol  a 
suitable  hall  for  the  accomodation  of  the  house  of 
representatives;  and  if  such  a  hall  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, to  suggest  such  alteratio.is  of  llie  |n-esent 
hall  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  Ir.i.isac- 
tion  of  the  public  business. 

The  Speaker  laid   before  the  house  a  letter  from  I  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Robert  Fulton. 


.Maine  to  know  them.  Mr.  Cainbreleng  placed  the 
reasons  of  his  motion  upon  the  ground  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  the  ap|>roprialion  bills  promptly. 
If  there  was  any  mode  by  which  the  bill  could  be 
committed  to  the  committee  on  tiinign  atfairs,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  in  onl.r  to  permitsuch 
a  disposition  of  it. 

The  C/mir  said,  that  if,  bv  general  consent,  the 
hill  should  be  refrried  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
alfairs,  the  main  question  won'hl  then  he  upon  the 
commitment  ol  the  president's  message  on  the  sub- 
ject uinler  discussion. 

There  being  no  objection  to  the  reference  ol  the 
bill,  it  was  so  relerred. 

Mr.  Cambrelcnv:  th.Mi  d.iinnded  th.-  previous 
question  on  the  couii.utment  ol  the  ex.  cutive  mes- 
sage. 

The    vote   on   receiving   the   p 
stood  45  ayes  to  ali  no.s — no  quorum;   and,  on  mo- 
tion of  i\lr.  Ctmbreleiij;  the  house  adjourned. 

I'rilaij,  March  !).  .\lter  a  nuinb..r  of  reports  had 
been  received, 

Mr.  Brifgs  asked  h-ave  to  move  that  thi!  house  |  stitu 
now  lake  up  the  amendment  moveil  by  him  to  the 
esd  rule  of  the  house,  (concerning  appropriation 
bills;)  objection  being  made,  he  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  that  his  motion  might  be  received, 
but  the  house  refused  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  once  more  asked 
leave  to  otfer  his  resolution  changing;  the  hour  of 
meeting,  but  it  was  objected  to  ;  and  he  then  moved 
to  susfieud  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
navs,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
as'lollows:  ye.as  59,  nays  !)o. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the  house  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
Oil  the  disagreeing  vote  ol  the  two  houses  nspeet- 
ing  the  amendment  to  the  neutrality  bill,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  then  stated  and  explained  the  compro- 
mise which  had  taken  place  in  the  committee  of 
conference,  and  the  result  to  which  they  had  ar- 
rived. .\  debate  then  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  How- 
ard. Fillmore.  Cushinji,  Haijiies,  Tillin^h(ist,.Jilams, 
Holscij,  and  Corwin  participated,  when  ftlr.  McKiin 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  house  :  ayes  7S, 
noes  44. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  ; 
and  the  main  qii''Stion,  viz.  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference,  was  di-cided  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas 
105,  nays  51.  So  the  house  concurred  with  the 
committee  in  their  re|iort. 

The  Chair  thereupon  announced  that,  the  house 
having  received  oHicial  intimation  tliat  the  senate 
had  previously  concurred  in  the  same  report,  the 
bill  was  passed. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  con--ideiation  of  private  bills;  and 
the  question  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Thomp- 
son to  reconsider  the  vote  in  lavor  of  the  bill  for  the 


the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a  report 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  tlie  House  of  the  5th 
in>tant,  calling  for  infori:ialion  relative  to  the  agents 
appoinle.l  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

The  hour  being  announced  lor  taking  up  the  or- 
ders of  the  ilay — 

Mr.  Fair/hid,  of  Maine,  rose,  aiid  asked  if  the 
executive  message  with  regard  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  were  not  first  in  order? 

Mr.  Cainbreleng  rose  at  nearly  the  same  moment, 
and  was  about  to  move  the  postponement  of  this 
subject,  when  .Mr.  Fairfield  claimed  the  floor;  which 
being  awarded  him  by  the  chair,  he  proceeded  to 
reply  to  so  much  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  Evans  as 
animadverted  upon  the  conduct  of  the  late  anil 
present  ailministrations  with  regard  to  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  but  still  sustaining  the  main 
ground  of  .Mr.  E's  argument  as  to  the  interests  of 
Maine  in  the  matter.  [Both  these  speeches  will, 
in  due  lime,  be  laid  before  our  readers.]  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  Evans,  and 
hoped  the  committee  on  foreiirn  aliairs  would  be 
instructed  to  report  it.  Mr.  Ciinbrelene  demandeil 
the  previous  question.  The  CAair  decided  that  the 
Eiain  question  would  be  on  the  engro.ssment  and 
third  reading  of  the  bill  itself.  Mr.  Cainbreleng 
then  modified  his  motion,  and  moved  to  poslpone 
the  whole  subject  till  the  Sth  day  of  April.  Mr. 
Evans  and  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  simultaneously,  and 
requested  Mr.  Cainbreleng  to  withdraw  this  propo- 
sition, in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  some  obser- 
vations upon  the  peniling  proposition.  iMr.  Cain- 
breleng could   not  consent  to   do  so.     Mr.   Kvans 


Mr.  Thompson  stated  at  large  the  reasons  of  his 
motion,  and  the  former  del)ate  on  the  Fulton  bill 
was  renewed  with  equal  earnestness  as  when  that 
bill  was  before  the  house  previously  to  its  passage 
The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  strenuously  re 
sisted,  and  the  merits  of  Fulton  pressed  and  eulo 
gized  by  Messrs.  McClelland.  WhiMcsen,  of  Conn, 
and  Chambers.  The  reconsideration  ol  the  bill  was 
advocated  with  equal  spirit  by  Messrs.  Randolph 
and  CniiV.  Mr.  £l;incn;i,  having  obtained  the  floor, 
signified  Ills  desire  to  address  the  house,  but  wish- 
ing another  occasion  to  be  aliorded  him  for  thai 
purpose,  movt-d  an  adjournment.  This  motion  pre- 
vailed :  aves  79,  noes  64. 

So  the  house  adjourned,  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion 


peal  a  portion  of  an  act  passeil  last  March,  en- 
titled "an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  ol  the 
United  States,"  and  that  the  people  ol  that  section 
of  the  state  of  Virginia  had  not  desired  such  a  re- 
peal. 

-Mr.  Clarland  supported  the  bill  upon  precisely 
the  opposite  grouml,  and  appealed  to  the  delega- 
tion from  western  Virginia  to  sustain  him  in  the 
position  he  assumed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Viijinia.  sustained  the  bill,  and 
argued  the  necessity  <d' the  proposed  ch;(n'.;e,  as  did 
Mr.  (Vi/i-.and  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Mor::an,  and 
Mr.  Siuail.  of  Ihesame  stale. 

Mr.  liciriic  reiterated  the  opinion  that  the  people 
of  Virgiiua  were  not  in  liivor  of  this  hill,  and,  in 
prool  ol  this,  that  they  had  not  memorialized  con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  He  said  it  was  a  move- 
question  1  ment  of  a  portion  of  the  bar  of  western  Virginia. 
He  insisted  upon  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  f V«/g  Slid  he  had  presented  memorials  upon 
this  subject,  and  showed  that  the  immrdiate  con- 
ts  ol  the  gentleman  last  up  vvere  interested  to 
keep  the  courts  as  they  were,  while  in  this  particu- 
lar they  formed  an  exception  to  the  rest  ol  western 
Virginia. 

M  r.  Garland  said  that  he  had  also  presented  some 
memorials  upon  that  subject ;  and  he  and  others  of 
his  colleagues  demonstrated  the  errors  into  which 
Mr.  Beirne  had  falhrn  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  he  had  also  presented  memori- 
als fnnn  his  constituents  for  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  and  dwelt  with  some  particularity  upon 
the  necessity  for  the  proposed  change.  There  had 
been  various  petitions  of  the  kind,  and  many  pri- 
vate letters,  urging  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  propounded,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Beirne,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vote  stood — yeas  11,  nays  50. 

Mr.  (larland,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  lliat  there  was  no  quorum; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Cushinan  moved  a  call  of  the  house;  which 
was  ordered,  and  the  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the 
roll.  And  after  the  absentees  had  been  c.illed,  it 
was  found  that  12.'i  answered  to  their  names.  On 
motion,  the  house  then  adjourned  ai  half-past  one 
o'clock. 

Monday,  March  12.  Petitions,  fee.  upon  various 
subjects  were  presented  by  Messrs.  iSIeicer,  Hop- 
kins, and  Morgan,  of  Virginia;  McKim.  Thomas, 
Worthington,  and  Jenifer,  of  .Maryland:  Milligan, 
of  Delaware;  M.  Morris,  Potts,  Davies,  Henry, 
McKennan,  Paynter,  Plumer,  Potter,  ]3catty, 
Wagener,  Sergeant,  Ogle,  Toland,  Ivlingensmilh, 
Shetler,  and  liiddle,  of  Pennsylvania;  Halstfd, 
Randolph,  .Xvcri;;;;,  and  Yorkc,  of  New  Jersey; 
Bronson,  Peck,  Clark,  Kiidsall,  DeGrall,  Callup, 
Russell,  Grant,  Sibley,  Holiman,  Curtis,  Marvin, 
Fillmore,  Mitchell,  ■McClellan,  Parker,  Moore, 
Vanderveer.  Kemble,  .Anilrews,  Jones.  Pratt,  Titus, 
Loomis,  Brodhead,  Edwards,  Noble,  Palmer,  Spen- 
cer, Cambreleng,  and  Patterson,  ol'  New  York; 
Bond,  of  Ohio;  S.  W.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Fletcher  and  .Allen,  of  Vermont;  Haley,  Whittle- 
sey, anil  Ingham,  of  Connecticut;  Cranston  and 
Tillinghast.  of  Rhode  Island;  Phillips,  Gushing, 
Briggs,  Reed,  Lincoln,  Calhoun,  Borden,  and 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Cushinan  and  Williams, 
of  New  Hampshire;  Fairfield,  Noyes,  Anderson, 
Evans,  and  Davee,  of  Maine. 

At  this  piiinl,  Mr.  H'hillleseij  moved  a  call  of  the 
House,  (it  having  been  ascertained  that  no  quorum 
was  in  attendance.)     The  motion  prevailed. 

The  clerk  jiroceeded  to  call  the  house;  and  had 
proceeded  but  a  short  way  upon  the  roll,  when,  on 
motion,  the  call  was  suspended,  anil  pititions  were 
then  presented  bv  Messrs.  Mason,  Johnson,  and 
Taliaferro,  of  Virgiiii.i;  Monlgoimry,  of  North 
Carolina;  Griffin  and  Clowney.  of  South  Carolina; 


Sainrdai/,  March  W.  Among  Ihe  reports  made  , 
this  morning  wasone  by  Mr.  VViomas from  the  com-  1  South^ate.of  Keliicky;  Stone,  Turney.  Polk,  Mau- 
inittee  on  the  pidiciary,  the  bill  from  Ihe  senate  to  1  rv,  Shiidds,  and  C'  11.  Williams,  of  Tennessee; 
change  the  times  ol  iiolding  the  circuit  courts  of  i  Whittlesey.  Allen.  Goode.  Sheplor,  and  Webster, 
the    Uniti-d   States   in    the  ninth  ciicuit,  with  an    of  Ohio;   Herod.  Giahain,  and  Dunn,  of  Indiana; 


amendment  thereto. 

The  said  amendment  was  concurr.'d  in,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  mndifind  resolution  of  Mr.  Johnson,  from 
Maryland,  which  was  the  unfinished  hiiiini-ss  ol 
the  morning  hour,  being  in  order,  and  Mr.  John- 
son hein^'  absent, 

iMr.  U'hilllesei/,  of  Ohio,  moved  th.Tt  it  he  post- 
poned till  Monday;  which  motion  prevailed,  ncin. 
dis. 

On  motion  of  l\Ir.  Garianf/,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Mctay  in 


Casey,  of  lllinoi--;  Lewis.  Lyon,  and  Chaiiinan.  of 
Alabama;  Miller  and  Harrison,  of  Missouri;  Yell, 
of  .\rkansas;  Crarv,  of  Michigan;  and  Downing, 
of  Florida. 

Petitions.  SfC.  upon  slaveri/,  Texas,  (fc. 
A  number  of  memorials  of  this  class  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  M.  Morris,  Potts.  McKenn:m, 
Potter.  Beatlv.  Wajener,  Ser2eant,02le,  Halslcad, 
Peck.  Clark.Riissell.  Grant,  Sibley.  Marvin,  Milch- 
ell,  Vanderveer.  Kemble,  and  Pallerscn,  of  New 
York;  Allen,  of  Vermont;  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode 
Island;    Phillips,   Gushing,  Briggs,  Lincoln,   Cal- 
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hoiin,  B.jrden,  and  AcIaius,  of  Massachusetts;  Ari- 
derson,  Evans,  and  Davee,  of  Maine;  and  Whittle- 
sey, of  Ohio;  which  were  disposed  of  in  the  usual 
mode,  by  laying  thetn  on  the  table,  some  under  the 
rule,  others  on  motion. 

Petitions  against  duelling,  SfC. 

Several  gentlemen  presented  memorials  upon  this 
subject:  which  were  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee now  in  session. 

A  number  of  memorials  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  makii'g  compensation  for  losses  prior  to 
ISUO  by  French  spoliations  were  presented,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  that  bill  has  been 
referred. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing their  senators  and  requesting  tlieir  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  to  vote  and  u.-so  their  inlhi- 
ence  for  the  postponement  of  the  siib-lrcasury  bill, 
or  any  other  acts  of  a  similar  character;  and  also 
resolutions  accompanying  the  same  from  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject.  On  motion, 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  to  vvhicli  the  same  subject  is  referred, 
and  that  they  be  pj'irifed. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  New  York,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
requesting  their  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  to  ojipose  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore congress  to  impose  additional  duties,  ^c.  called 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Several  memorials,  very  numerously  signed,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  the  suhtreasu- 
ry  bill,  and  others  in  favor  of  establishing  a  national 
bank,  were  presented  by  several  gentlemen;  which 
were  severally  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  which  had  been  committed  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  a  memorial,  adopted  by  a 
county  meeting  held  at  Bulfalo,  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  the  murder  of  our  citizens  on  boaid. 

On  presenting  if,  he  remarked  that  the  memorial 
gives  a  fuUhistury  of  that  unexampled  outrage  upon 
the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens.  It  has  the 
sanction  of  a  very  large  and  respectable  meeting, 
and  I  doubt  not  that  it  is  substantially  correct. 
From  this,  it  appears  thatthis  ill-fated  boat  bslong- 
ed  tu  a  citizen  of  Butfalo;  that,  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember last,  she  was  cleared  at  the  custom-house 
in  Bilfalo,  with  a  view  of  running  her  as  a  ferry 
boat  between  Black  Rock  and  Schlosser,  and  be- 
tween Schlosser  and  Navy  Island,  Iheu  occupied 
by  the  Canadian  rebels  or  patriots.  She  sailed,  un- 
der the  American  Ilag,  and  no  other.  She  arrived 
at  Schlosser  that  day,  and  made  two  trips  from 
thence  to  Navy  Island,  carrying  at  one  time  provi- 
sions, and  at  another  a  six-pound  cannon,  for  those 
on  the  island;  but  she  was  neither  owned  nor  con- 
trolled by  any  one  on  the  island. 

About  live  o'clock  that  evening  she  was  moored 
at  the  wharf  at  Schlosser,  on  the  American  sf.ore, 
within  sight  of  Chippewa,  on  the  Canidian  side. 
Several  persons  not  being  able  to  obtain  lodgings 
at  the  small  tavern  at  that  place,  applied  for,  and 
obtained  permissiori  to  lodge  on  the  boat.  From 
the  best  information,  the  whole  number  on  Ihe  boat 
was  33,  all  unarmed,  except  one  pocket  pistol, 
which  was  unloaded,  and  without  ainniunnition  to 
load  it.  .\ccording  to  custom,  awalrh  was  placed 
on  deck  about  8  o'clock,  and  these  American  citi- 
zens r.;tired  to  rest,  under  the  protection  of  the  flag 
of  our  country,  little  suspecting  that  that  flag 
would  afford  no  shield  to  Canadian  aggression,  and 
no  protection  to  midnight  murder  and  assassina- 
tion. 

Between  12  and  1  o'clock  at  night,  while  our 
peaceful  and  unarmed  citizens  on  board  this  boot 
were  sleeping  with  unsuspecting  security,  within 
our  own  waters,  five  Canadian  boats,  filled  witii 
armed  men,  stole  upon  their  slumbers  like  midnight 
assassins,  ami  commenced  an  iniliscriminate  slaugh- 
ter of  unarmed  and  unolfendirig  citizens,  with  the 
savage  and  demoniac  cry  of  "gii'e  no  quarter." 
Without  weapons  for  defence,  or  time  lor  flight, 
several  were  killed;  the  exact  number  perhaps  can 
never  be  ascertained.  The  Canadian  report  says 
six,  and  ours  nine;  and  this  vessjl,  with  the  de.adon 
board,  except  one,  wdio  fell  upon  the  dock,  was 
then  towed  into  the  current  above  the  falls,  set  on 
fire,  and  abandoned  to  its  fate.  It  shed,  for  a  few 
moments,  its  lurid  glare  upon  ourshores,  and  liglit- 
cd  the  way  of  these  assassins  back  to  their  own 
homes,  and  then  plunged  into  that  unfathomable 
abyss,  from  which  nothing  but  the  fragments  of  its 
wreck  have  ever  emerged. 

I  am  unwilling  to  say  or  do  any  thing  which  may 
tend  lo  embarrass  the  diplomatic  negoliaiioiis  that 
I  trust  have  already  been  instituted  by  this  ;;ovein- 
ment,  peaceably  to  obtain  satisl'action  for  this  oiit- 
ra'e.    -Coininon  charity  induced  u.s  all  to  believe. 


at  first,  that  it  was  the  unauthorized  act  of  indivi- 
duals, which  would  be  instantly  disavowed  by  the 
Canadian  officers  and  government.  But  I  regret  to 
say  it  appears,  as  well  from  this  memorial  as  from 
common  fame,  that  this  expedition  was  planned  in 
the  Canadian  camp  at  Chippewa,  under  the  imme- 
diate supervision  and  direclion  of  colonel  McNabb, 
the  commanding  otficer  at  that  place,  and  after 
those  engaged  in  it  bad  returned  and  reported  that 
cold-blooded  murder,  committed  within  our  osvn 
undisputed  territory,  the  act  was  approved  in  gen- 
eral orders  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  subse- 
quently received  the  approbation  of  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  legislatu'e  of 
that  province  have  recently  presented  a  sword  to 
lieutenant  Drew,  who  commanded  the  expedition, 
in  honor  of  the  miirdtrous  exploit. 

What  the  British  government  will  say  to  this,  re- 
mains yet  to  be  heard.  Charity  and  the  friendly 
relalions  existing  between  this  government  and 
that,  induced  me  to  hope  that  this  act  will  be  disa- 
vowed by  that  government,  and  that  satisfaction,  so 
tar  as  it  can  be  made,  will  be  immediately  prof- 
fered. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  the  deep  and 
universal  feeling  of  indignation  which  this  outrage 
has  called  forth  in  that  community  is  entirely  dis- 
tinct from,  and  independent  of,  that  excitement 
which  has  been  so  universally  condemned,  as  an 
improper  interference  in  the  Canadian  rebellion. 
That  our  citizens  should  have  felt  a  deep  sympa- 
thy ill  what  they  considered  the  struggles  of  the 
oppressed  against  the  lyrrany  of  their  oppressors, 
cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  to  the  descendants  of 
the  whigs  of  '76.  It  was  natural — it  was  inevita- 
ble; and  the  onlj-  thing  which  the  true  patriot  has 
to  regret  is,  that  this  feeling,  springing  from  the 
most  noble  and  generous  emotions  of  the  human 
breast,  should  ever  for  a  moment  tiave  gained  such 
an  ascendency  over  the  mind  of  any  true  Ameri- 
can, as  to  induce  hiin  to  violate  the  sacred  laws  of 
neutrality,  by  which  he  endangers  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  many  million?  of  human  beings,  and, 
possibly,  the  great  cause  of  freedom  itself".  It  is 
doubly  painful  to  see  that  this  noble  and  generous 
spirit  of  chivalry  has  degenerated  appareiilly  into 
a  base  and  lawless  spirit  of  plunder  and  robbery, 
which  is  spending  its  fury  in  private  depredations 
and  public  robberies  of  our  arsenals  and  magazines, 
disgraceful  to  our  country,  and  highly  criminal 
in  those  concerned.  I  desire  for  myself,  and  for 
those  whose  memorial  I  present,  to  disclaim  all 
countenance  of  these  acts. 

The  memorialists  prav  that  our  navy  and  army  may 
be  placed  on  a  proper  footing,  and  that  our  foiiifica- 
tioiis  may  be  placed  in  a  proper  state  of  defence, 
and  particularly,  that  the  city,  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Niagara  frontier,  now  in  a  perfeclly  defenceless 
state,  may  be  immediately  fortified,  and  that  the 
govt-rnment  demand  and  obtain  redress  iov  lliis  out- 
rage. 

1  move  that  so  much  of  the  memoiial  as  relates 
to  the  defence  o\  the  country  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  affair^;  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  violation  of  our  national  honor,  and  re- 
dress therefor,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs; 
and  that  the  same  be  printed. 

Mr.  ./?i/ams  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
move  the  ref.-rence  of  the  memorial  to  a  select 
committee,  it  being  on  a  most  important  subject. 
He  was  proceeding  to  give  some  reasons  for  this 
suggestion,  when 

The  Speaker  arrested  the  debate,  and  said,  that  if 
the  memorial  should  give  rise  to  discussion,  it  must 
lie  over. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  modified  big  motion,  and  pro- 
posed to  refer  tlie  memorial  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Iloiojrd  moved  its  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  which  motion,  having  prece- 
dence, was  first  [lut,  and  the  vote  stood  ayes  61, 
noes  37.  No  quorum. 

The   C/iair  requested  members  to  vote  on  one  or 
the  other  side.     Another  count  resulted  as  follows; 
ayes  G3:  iio.^s  41.     No  quorum. 
'  Mr.    Pclrilcin  moved  a  call  of  the  house  and  de-  I 
manded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tliis  motion. 

Mr.  McKennan  hoped  that  his  colleague  would 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Petrikin  said  he  could  not.  He  wished  to 
see  where  the  10  o'clock  men  were. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  a  call  of  the 
house  was  ordered.  Yeas  102.  nays  415. 

One  name  having  been  called.  Mr.  Pcl-iMn  mo- 
ved that  the  further  progress  of  the  c;\ll  be  sus- 
pended, which  motion  prevailed. 

The  motion  ot  Mr.  Howard  then  passed  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  the  house  to  take  up 
and  consiiler  Ihe  following  resolutio.'i  offered  b}' 
him  on  a  former  day. 


'■Rcsoh-eil.  that  the  president  be  requested,  if  not 
inco.mpalible  with  the  public  interest,  to  communi- 
cate to  this  house  any  inlbrmation  possesed  by  him, 
respectingthe  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steam- 
boat Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  during  the  night  of  the 
2!)th  Drcember  last,  and  the  murder  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  board,  and  all  the  particulars 
thereof,  not  heretofore  communicated;  and  espe- 
cially to  inform  the  house  whether  said  capture 
was  authorized,  commanded  or  sanctioned,  or  hag 
been  avowed  by  the  British  authorities  oi  officers, 
or  any  of  them;  and  also  wdiether  steps  have  been 
taken  by  him  to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  on  account  of  said  out- 
rage; and  to  communicate  to  the  house  all  corres- 
pondence or  communication  relative  thereto,  which 
have  ])assed  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  public  authorities  of  either." 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Lost;  lwo-!hird=,  not  voting  for  the  motion. 

Other  memoiials  upon  this  subject  were  offered 
by  several  members,  and  were  all  similarly  dispos- 
ed of. 

Mr.  .idams  presented  a  memorial  praying  con- 
gress to  rescind  the  resolution  of  December  1, 
1S37,  aiuf  accompsnying  it,  a  memorial  praying 
congress  to  cause  the  declaration  of  independence 
to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  old  con- 
gress; which  he  moved  to  refer  together  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S  C.  rose  and  said,  that  he  re- 
presented upon  that  floor  a  constituency  wdiich 

The  Upcahcr  fold  him  that  no  petition  was  de- 
bateable  on  the  day  it  was  offered.  Mr.  Oushman 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Several  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were 
offered  and  appropriately  referred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  inclosing  a  statement  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
26th  ult.  showing  the  names  of  all  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  in  the  naval  service  and  ma- 
rine corps,  disabled  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  navy  department,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  commodore  Stewart  and  Dal- 
las, and  captain  Bolton,  relative  to  proposed  im- 
provements of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola. 

Also,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  7th  instant, 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  revenue 
officers  in  the  year  1S37. 

Also,  a  messase  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  relative  to  an  application  made  by  the  minis- 
ter of  France,  in  behalf  of  captain  Beziers.  for  re- 
muiierafion  for  services  in  saving  the  captain  and 
crew  of  an  American  vessel  wrecked  in  the  bay  of 
Cadiz,  in  the  year  1835.  To  which  the  president 
adds:  "I  am  happy  to  evince  my  high  sense  of  the 
huiaaiie  and  intrepid  conduct  of  captain  Beziers, 
by  presenting  his  case  to  congress,  to  whom  it  be- 
longs to  determine  upon  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing his  request." 

Also,  a  message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  secretary  of 
state  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  5th  inslant,  res- 
pecting the  present  state  of  the  campaign  in  Flo- 
rida, and  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  treat  for 
peace. 

On  motion  the  house,  at  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 

Tupsdatj,  March  13.  The  following  were  among 
the  reports  made  from  committees  this  day: 

By  Mr.  Jenifer,  from  the  co;nmittee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of'Colurtibia,  a  bill  foi  the  suppression  of  gam- 
ing in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Petrikin,  from  the  same  committee,  a 
bill  to  i.';corporate  certain  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

By  i^.Ir.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camhreleng,  the  house  took 
up  and  adopted  the  following  amendmetit  to  the 
6;3d  rule  of  tha  house,  as  o.fered  and  modified  by 
Mr.  Briggs: 

A.I.I  to  the  C3d  rule. 

"Unless  in  continuation  of  appropriations  for 
.such  public  works  and  objects  as  are  already  in 
progress,  and  fortfte  contingencies  for  carrying  on 
the  several  departments,  of  the  government." 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the 
whole  from  tlic  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
(under  consideration  on  Saturday  last)  in  relation 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  western 
A'irginia. 

Mr.  Everett,  desirous  to  reach  the  resolution  next 
in  order  on  the  speaker's  tabh',  objected. 

JMr.  Garland  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
which   motion  prevailed,   and  the  bill  was  taken 
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I  an.l  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
ne  this  day. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Mai-yland,  rose,  and  proceeded 
ith  liis  reniarlcs  in  support  of  his  rpsoliitioii,  par- 
illy  discussed  upon  I'oiiner  days,  and  made  some 
rtfier  progress.  [This  debute  will  be  given  here- 
ter,  when  completed.] 

The  peiiiliiig  motion  beiii!;;  the  previous  question 
1  the  motion  of  Air.  Howard,  on  the  motion  to  re- 
r  the  mossa^e  of  the  presiderit  ol  the  United 
ates  and  accompanying  documents  upon  the  sub- 
ctof  the  norlheastern  boundary  and  the  iinprison- 
ent  of  Mr.  Greely,  of  Maine,  to  the  committee 
foreiijn  alfairs;  (hat  motion  was  put  and  prevail- 
I,  and  Ihe  proposed  reference  was  ordered. 
S.neral  bills  from  the  seieite  received  their  first 
id  second  readings,  and  were  .severally  commit- 
d. 

The  S/jf:j/iC)' liid  before  Ihe  house  acoinmunica- 
in  from  the  secretary  of  war,  traiismilling  a  report 
the  chief  engineer  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
:  house  of  representatives  of  the  5th  instant,  re- 
liring  information  as  to  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
nded  for  the  improvement  of  the  i\lissouri  river. 
Also,  a  comnuiuication  from  the  war  department, 
closing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  survey  recent- 
made  of  the  harbor  of  Linn,  Massachusetts,  in 
>edience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
ntatives  of  Ihe  !)lh  instant. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  C((m6ff/i'«?,  tlie  house  resolved 
lelf  into  committee  of  the  wliole  on  the  state  of 
e  union,  (iVlr.  Casey  in  the  chair, )  and  again  took 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and 
e  amendments  oilered  thereto  by  .Messrs.  Cam- 
eleng  and  Bell. 

An  amendment  oifered  by  iMr.  (!ambreleng,  pro- 
ding  for  the  appropriation  ol  the  proceeds  of  o  d 
rniture  at  the  president's  house  to  the  purchase 

V,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  M.  jlforris,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  strike 
t  from  line  423  of  the  bill  the  word  "thirty."  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  '•twenty." 
As  a  member  of  the  committee  upon  expendi- 
res  ill  the  department  of  state,  Mr.  iM.  had  had 
casion  to  look  into  these  matters,  and  had  ascer- 
ned  tint  the  payments,  under  this  head,  hail, 
>m  lS2i»  to  1S37,  inclusive,  been  five  hundred  dol- 
■s,  annually,  less  than  the  sums  apprn|)riatcd; 
d  that  that  aggreg.ite  balance  was  yet  in  the 
nds  of  the  department,  applicable  to  th.at  object, 
e  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  why  this  reduc- 
in  should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Ciiinbrctcng mndc some  explanations  and  the 
nendmeiit  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Itced  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
•2,0-l'l  for  the  erection,  rt^building,  an.l  completion 
light-houses  in  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
)niieclicut,  Kew  York. 

Mr.  D(i«s3/i  thouglit  that  this  proposition  did  not 
me  under  Ihe  title  of  the  bill  under  consulera- 
m.  There  was  as  much  need  (or  such  appropria- 
ins  on  the  southern  as  on  the  northern  Atlantic 
ast,  which,  in  the  proper  time,  he  should  move 
r. 

Mr.  Reed  explained,  showin;j  that  the  aT-nd- 
ent  he  proposed,  was  intended  to  carry  out  uiore 
irfectly  one  of  the  provisions  actually  contained 
the  bill  under  consideration. 
The  auiendment  was  rejected  by  the  committee. 
Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
1,00(1  lor  the  outfit  of  a  new  charge  d'alf-iires  to 
tru;  Ihe  present  change  being  about  to  return 
me. 

Mr.  Pt'/nA:in  opposed,  and  Mr.  McKiin  supported 
is  proposition;  Ihe  latter  upon  the  ground  of  its 
ercanlile  necessity.  He  was  in  favor  even  of 
.ving  a  minister  there  of  the  highest  grade. 
After  some  brief  remarks,  in  opposition  to  the 
lendinent,  from  Jlr.  Bell,  and  some  explanations 
the  part  of  Messrs.  McKiin,  Petrilxin,  and  Jlow- 
Irf,  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
iMr.  liiiriden  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
Jrds    "twenty-five  thousand,"  and  inserting  the 

jrds  " thousand;"  for  the  purpose  of  so  far 

creasing  the  coiitingent  fund  of  the  house  as  to 
'ver  the  expenses  ol  supplying  members  of  con- 
ess  with  certain  documents,  i>cc,  ordered  at  the 
■esent  session  to  be  furnished  them. 
Mr.  Oimbrehng  was  of  opinion  that  this  amend- 
ent  was  not  in  order,  under  the  rules  of  the  house; 
ere  was  a  bill    before  the  house,  already,  proviil- 
g  for  tile  same  object  as  (hat  intended  to  be  reach- 
by  the  proposed  amendment. 
The  Cliair  decided   Ihe  amendment  to  be  out  of 
der  under  the  -!3d  rule  uf  the  house. 
Mr.  Riii-'uUn  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision: 
d  the  question  was,  "Shall  it  stand  as  the  opin- 
n  of  the  houser" 

^\-t.McKaij  made  some  remarks,  by  wav  of  show- 
g  that,  if  the  proposed  amendment  should  be 
■opted,  the  object  of  the  mover  could  net  be  at- 


tained: inasmuch  as  no  part  of  Ihe  contingent  fund 
ot  the  house  could  be  appropriatid  as  Intended, 
without  a  violation  of  a  rule  already  existing,  pro- 
hibiting such  application. 

Mr.  "Raridcn  would  so  far  further  amend  the  bill 
as  to  make  such  an  application  of  a  portion  of  the 
contingenl  fund  as  he  had  projiosed.  In  the  mean 
lime,  he  was  desiinus  to  have  the  sense  of  the 
house  upon  his  appeal. 

Mr.  i3c// suggested  that  the  appeal  be  withdrawn 
with  the  amendinent  for  the  pie.*ent,  and  introduc- 
ed hereafter,  when  there  w.is  a  lulier  attendance. 

Mr.  fianiifii  acceded  to  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  Ciimbreleiis;  moved   an    amendment,  appro 
priating  the  .'■uin  of  ;*2II.II("'  lor  the  completion  of 
public  buildings  in  (he  (erritory  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  JSell  objected  to  this  ainendinen(,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  bad  precedent.  The  former 
appropriation  of . '■"in, (100  forthis  purpose  was  under- 
stood to  have  been  intended  as  liual.  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  public  buildings  in  Wisconsin.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  system,  w  liich  seemed  (o 
be  becoming  a  common  one. 

Mr  Cartiftn'/cMg  showed  the  necessilj' of  making 
the  appropriation  now  asked  for,  by  way  of  com- 
pleting wliat  had  been  begun,  and  cariicd  on  to 
some  extent. 

Mr.  Snyi/er,  of  Illinois,  suggested  that  in  case  of 
Ihe  occurrence  of  the  coiitemplated  division  of  the 
territory  into  East  and  West  Wisconsin,  the  pre- 
sent buildings  would  be  so  located  as  to  render  them 
inutile. 

Mr.  Droii'Oh  maintained  that  their  location  was 
such  as  to  obviate  this  objection;  being  the  centre 
of  what,  under  the  contemplated  division,  would 
be  Wisconsin  proper. 

Mr.  LV// insisted  upon  his  former  objection,  urg- 
ing that  the  sum  originally  appropriated  was  in- 
tended to  be  final;  a  view  which  Mr.  JJionson  op- 
posed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Some  other  comparatively  unimportant  amend- 
ments were  then  acted  on:  alter  which, 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  of  the 
bill  appropriating  §3,600  for  the  payment  of  clerks 
in  the  treasury  department,  under  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1S3C,  upon  the  ground  that  the  same  amount 
of  clerical  force  was  not  now  needed  in  that  depart- 
ment as  was  needed  in  lS3fi.  He  wanted  the  ap- 
propriation to  be  specific  as  to  the  numberol  clerks, 
ihe  sum  to  be  paid  'o  each,  and  as  to  the  particular 
service  performed. 

Before  completing  all  he  had  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  mo- 
tion prevailing,  and  the  speaker  having  resumed 
the  chair. 

The  bill,  passed  to  be  engrossed  this  morning,  in 
relalinn  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
courts  in  western  Virginia,  was  taken  up  and  pass- 
ed, and  then. 

On   motion,  the  house   (at  4  o'clock)  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Marcit  14.  !\lr.  I'uijnlcr,  on  leave, 
presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  duelling, 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Fuirfirld  and  M.  Morris  gave  notice  of 
!!i.'ir  wish  to  oiler  similar  memorials;  but  the  house, 
after  two  counts,  rclused  by  yeas  and  nays  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  to  allow  of  their  presentation  out  of 
the  regular  order  of  business:  Yeas  92,  nays  54,  not 
two-thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  his  col- 
league. Ml'.  Jaek-son,  was  excused  from  serving  on 
the  select  committee  on  the  reduction  of  pensions, 
that  gentleman  being  a  member  already  of  two  com- 
mittees.    The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  .Johnson,  of  Maryland,  proceeded  with  his 
argument  in  support  of  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands  for  public 
schools  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour  appropriat- 
ed to  morning  business. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  .Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  reported,  wi(h  amendments,  the  bill 
clian"-ins  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in 
the  ninth  judicial  circuit  of  the  United  St.ates. 

[It  annexes  Alabama  to  the  sixth  circuit.] 

Mr.  Hmjnes  considered  it  due  to  judge  Wayne  to 
inquire  why  the  commitlee  jirojiosed  such  a  change 
in  Ihe  cin-iiil  court  as  would  greatly  incr.'ase  llie 
official  labor  of  that  gentleman  by  sendins;  him  inlo 
.Vlabama,  when  there  was  already  a  judge  of  the 
United  States  residing  there. 

Mr.  7'AoHins,  in  reply,  went  into  a  full  explanation 
and  defence  of  the  amendinent  proposed,  showing 
that  its  result  would  be  to  obviate  the  complaints 
which  had  long  been  made  respectinu'  the  neglect 
of  the  eastern  judicial  district  of  Louisiana.  He 
stated  very  miniitelv  the  amount  of  court  duty  per- 
formed by  eachof  the  judges,  and  sliowed  thateven 
with  the  increased  duty  occasioned  by  the  amend- 
ment, pidje  W.ayne  would  still  have  less  to  do  than 
any  of  his  brethren,  judge  Barbour  only  excepted; 


while  judge  McKinley  would  be  relieved  Irom  a 
task  too  onerous  to  be  performed  by  any  jud^'e.  It 
was  impracticable  mm' to  go  into  a  general  reorga- 
nization of  the  whole  of  (he  districts,  since  the 
time  was  so  near  when  Florida,  Wisconsin,  and 
perhaps  loway,  would  become  states  of  the  union, 
that  no  arrangement  could  be  made  which  did  not 
look  to  that  event;  and  il  the  dislricts  should  be  so 
organized  at  (his  time,  the  plan  would  work  un- 
equallly  and  unjustly  in  the  meanwhile. 

Mr.  Iliiijnes  farther  urged  his  inquiries  in  behalf 
ol  judge  Wayne;  and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Pope,  and 
Jolmsun,  of  Louisiana,  replied,  insisting  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposed  arrangement. 

The  question  being  put.  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to;  the  bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  pri  sident  of 
(he  United  Stales,  enclosing  a  communication  from 
(he  secretary  ol  state  on  the  subject  of  a  cai.al  across 
the  isthmus  of  Uarieii. 

Several  bills  of  minor  importance  were  oifcrcd; 
aftir  which  reports  of  commiltees  were  received. 

A  bill  from  the  senate  to  allow  two  citizens  of 
Georgia  to  import  iron  steamboats  suitable  to  the 
navigation  of  rivers,  having  been  twice  read. 

It  w;\s,on  motion  of  Mr.  Jldams,  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee on  maiiulacturcs. 

The  house  (hen  went  into  committee  of  the  w  hole 
on  the  slate  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,) 
and  reMimed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic appropriation  bill. 

The  house  having  resumed,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  annual  general  appropriation  bill, 

Mr.  Bell's  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  clause  providing  lor  Ihe  deposite  bank  clerks  in 
the  department  of  the  Iroasuiy  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Ciimhrclcng  and  McKiiij,  on  the  ground  that  the 
duties  of  these  clerks  were  just  as  onerous,  and 
even  more  so,  than  before  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  a  letter  was  read  from  the  secretary, 
stating  that  (he  department  could  not  get  on  with- 
out their  services.  Mr.  McKay  slated  that,  as  these 
clerks  were  regularly  ajipointed  by  law,  and  the 
secretary  had  power  to  pay  them  out  of  the  contiii- 
gent  fund  of  the  department,  they  would  still  be 
employed,  though  the  appropriation  should  be 
striken  out. 

Mr.  licH  thereupon  withdrew  his  amendinent, 
but  referred  with  censure  to  a  practice  very  preva- 
lent in  the  departments,  as  well  under  former  as 
Ihe  present  adminislration,  of  retaining  clerks 
whose  official  duties  were  very  inconsiderable, 
their  chief  occupation  being  to  write  in  defence  of 
the  measures  ol  toveinmenl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cumbrcleng,  the  appropriation 
for  the  Uuiled  States  di.sJrict  courts  was  augment- 
ed from  .5330,000  to  $350,000,  in  anticip^rtion  of 
the  increase  of  business  on  the  frontier  under  the 
late  law  to  preserve  neutrality. 

Ah  item  of  .$2,000  was  inserted  to  repair  the 
rool  of  the  mint  at  Charlotte,  South  Carolina. 

The  residue  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  in  the 
discussion  of  a  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  strike  out  the  item  of  $1,000  for  the 
salaries  of  our  consuls  at  Paris  and  London.  In 
this  c!eb.:te,  Messrs.  McKay,  Cainbreleng,  Haynes, 
Bronson,  Mercer,  Howard,  Shepperd,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Adams,  took  part. 

The  ground  of  the  objection  was  that  no  salaries 
were  appropriated  by  law  to  any  consuls  hut  those 
of  the  Barbary  states;  and  a  rule  of  the  house  for- 
bade tile  intniduction  of  any  item  inlo  an  a|)i)ro- 
pi  iation  bill  for  expenditures  not  warranted  by  pre- 
vious  law,  save  for  public,  works  begun,  and  in 
a  course  of  completion,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  dilicrent  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  appropriation  was  defended  on  the  ground 
that  the  officers  now  called  "consuls"  at  London 
and  Paris  used  formerly  to  be  known  by  the  title  of 
"agents  of  claims"  at  those  capitals;  but  as  we  had 
no  longer  any  claims  which  needed  their  presence 
there,  they  had  by  degrees  ^rown,  in  fact,  into  con- 
suls, perlormin;  all  the  duties  of  the  consulate; 
and  in  their  la.st  appropriation  bill  their  designation 
liad  been  altered  to  that  of  consuls,  which  they 
really  v.ere;  that  the  salary  was  fully  earned,  and 
indispensable  to  their  remaining  at  their  posts;  (hat 
llieir  case  did  not  come  within  the  rule,  the  o/fice 
of  consul  (xislin^  under  Ihe  law  of  nations,  and  not 
by  municipal  law;  and  their  salary  hav  ing,  in  fact, 
been  provided  for  in  the  law  of  last  session.  That 
the  president  had  Ihe  power  of  appointing  informal 
a^'cnts,  and  assigning  to  them  their  allowance,  as 
hail  been  done  by  president  Washington,  and  Mr. 
.\dams,  in  particular,  insisted  that  the  conslilu- 
'ional  power  to  the  presideiit  to  appoint  forei^rn  min- 
isters and  consuls  involved  in  it,  as  an  incidental 
power,  the  rijhl  to  fix  the  power  they  should  re- 
ceive; although  congress,  and  particularly  Ihe  house 
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of  representatives,  liad  a  check  upon  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  by  its  salary  of  assentiiii;  to  or  re- 
fusing to  pay  the  salary;  anil  he  saul  that  this  prin- 
ciple was  recognized  in  the  langua^'e  of  the  act  of 
1810,  which  provided  that  the  president  should  not 
pay  to  the  diplomatic  agents,  there  enumerated, 
compensations  exceeding  the  sums  specified  in  the 
act;  icnplyiug  tliat  he  might,  as  a  part  of  the  power 
belonging  to  his  office,  both  appoint  (with  the  as- 
sent of  the  senate)  and  fix  the  allowance  of  those 
olfieers;  but  that  tlie  liouse  would  not  agree  to  pay 
over  the  specific  sum  by  them  specified. 

Mr.  MclCay  protested  against  this  as  a  monstrous 
proposition;  and  Mr.  jl/eccfr  declined,  also,  to  yield 
it  his  assent. 

B.'fore  any  decision  was  had,  the  couuniftee  rose, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thiindiy,  Ularch  13.  As  soon  as  the  liouse  was 
organised  tliis  morning, 

SsU.Eiiaii;,  of  Miine,  addressed  the  tlie  chair  in 
the  followiii":  words: 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  badges  of  mourning  which  we 
still  w;ar  denote  that  death  has  lately  been  m  the 
midst  of  us.  Again  his  arrow  has  llown  ;  and  again 
has  the  fatal  shall  been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  in- 
to a  small,  and  already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  mel- 
ancholy olfice  to  announce  that,  since  the  last  ad- 
journuK'nt  of  the  liouse  of  representatives,  Timothy 
Jarvis  Carter,  then  one  of  its  members,  from  the 
state  of  Maine,  has  sui rendered  up  to  the  Being 
who  gave  it  a  life  upon  which  many  anxioijs  hopes 
depended,  and  for  whose  preservation  many  an  ar- 
dent prayer  had  gone  up  to  the  Fatherof  all  spirits. 
He  died  last  evening,  at  10  o'clock,  at  his  lodgings 
in  this  city,  after  a  sickness  of  not  very  protracted 
duration,  but  of  great  and  excrutiating  intensity  o( 
SUifering  and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous  Pro- 
vidence are  inscrutable,  and  while  we  bow  in  sub- 
mission, we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep  and  so- 
lemn awe. 

Our  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  a  native 
of  the  slate  and  the  district  which,  so  lately,  he  re- 
presented in  this  branch  of  congress  ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, brought  with  him  the  confidence,  largely  be- 
stowed, of  those  who  had  known  hiiu  from  his 
earliest  years.  Well  did  he  deserve  it.  His  char- 
acter for  probity,  integrity,  uprightness,  morality, 
was  free  from  spot  or  blemish.  His  principles  were 
well  founded.  Loving  the  country  of  his  birth,  and 
its  institutions,  with  all  his  heait,  he  pursued  with 
fidelity  such  measures  as  his  judgment  deemed  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  one  and 
the  durability  of  the  other.  He  was  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  faithful,  just,  discriminating,  attentive, 
humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners,  mikl,  courteous,  affable  ;  and  a  tem- 
per kind,  conciliating,  patient,  he  won  respect  and 
attachment,  even  from  those  who  ditl'L-red  with  him 
in  matters  of  opinion  ;  and  probably  there  lives  not 
a  human  being  who  has  a  single  resentment,  or  one 
unkind  recollection,  to  bury  in  his  grave.  He  has 
gone,  in  the  strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  his  intellect,  the  road  that  all  must  once 
pass. 

" — caleanda,  semel,  via  Lethi." 

The  ties  that  bound  him  to  life  are  severed  for- 
ever, as  all  human  ties  must  be  severed. 

"  Linquenda  telliis,  et  doinus,  et  ainans 
Uxor;  neque  hariun,  quas  colls,  arborum 
Te,  prseter  invis,\s  cupressos 
Ulla.  brevem  dominum  sequetur." 

Although,  when  his  eyes  opened  for  the  last  lime 
upon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  tliey  fell  not  upon  his 
own  native  hills;  though  t:he  sod  which  shall  cover 
him  will  not  freshen  in  the  same  indueiices  which 
clothe  them  in  verdure  and  beauty;  though  he  died 
far  froai  his  home,  the  companions  and  the  brothers 
of  his  childhood  were  with  hiin — the  sharer  of  his 
joys,  tlie  solace  of  his  griefs,  stood  by  him  ;  and  the 
hand  which  could  best  do  it  assuaged  the  bitter 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  earthly  sonniis 
which  fell  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  kindness,  and  alfection,  anil  support— tones 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove  to 
pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death.  Tears 
shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  sighs  be  heaved  over 
his  lifeless  form  ;  tears  not  more  scalding,  sighs  not 
deeper  drawn,  because  mingled  with  any  bitter  re- 
collections— any  unavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  could  .lave  availed — if  devoted 
fraternal  sympathy  and  care — if  constant,  abiding, 
self-saciificing  atfection,  triumphing  over  exhaust- 
ed nature  and  bearing  up  a  feeble  frame,  unconsci- 
ous of  weariness,  through  long  and  painful  vigils, 
conid  have  saved  his  life,  he  would  long  have  been 
spared  to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  his  death, 
and  to  the  state  and  to  ttie  country  which  he  served. 
To  that  stricken  bosom  we  prolfer — alas  !  how  little 
will  it  avail! — our  sincere  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence. He  has  gone  from  this  place  of  eartlilv  hon- 
ors and  human  distinction,  to  a  seat  in  that  "  house 


which  is  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea- 
vens." 

As  a  token  of  our  regard  for  his  many  virtues, 
and  of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  I  move  the 
ado])tion  of  the  resolutions  which  I  now  submit. 

Mr.  Evans  thenoifered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  Ine  members  and  oliicers  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  house,  from  the 
state  of  Maine,  at  12  o'clock,  on  Saturday,  the  17th 
inst. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  odicers  of  this 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Timothy  J.  Carter  by  wearing  crape  on  the  leftar.n 
for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourn  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday,  the  17th  inst. 

Th.'se  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  following  members  were  ai>pointed  to  com- 
pose the  committee  of  arrangements,  viz. 

Messrs.  Evans,  of  Maine,  McKennan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Whittlesey,  of  Conneclicnf,  Pickens,  of 
South  Cerolina,  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  Hainer,  of 
Ohio,  Gray,  of  New  York.  And  then  the  house 
adjourned  to  Saturday. 


CHRONICLE. 
./?  Patriot  and  a  soldier  dead. — We  learn  from 
the  Plattsburg  Whig,  that  the  venerable  Benjamin 
Mooers,  a  patriot  of  the  revolution,  died  at  Platts- 
burg on  the  20th  ult.  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass.  in  175S,  entered 
the  army  a  volunteer  at  the  age  of  18,  was  at  Ti- 
conderoga  in  1776.  In  1777  he  was  ensign  in  the 
1st  congress  regiment,  or  "Congress'  own,"  as  it 
was  called,  made  up  mostly  of  Canadian  refugees, 
and  commanded  by  col.  Moses  Hazen.  Ensign 
Mooers  soon  became  lieutenant  and  adjutant.  He 
was  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  the  siege  of 
Yorklown,  and  the  surrender  ot  Cornvvallis.  In 
1783  he  and  eight  of  his  comrades  of  the  same  re- 
giment, left  the  head  quarters  at  Newbiirg,  pro- 
ceeded to  lake  Champlain,  then  a  wilderness,  and 
settled  on  the  Point  aux  Roches,  eight  miles  from 
the  present  site  of  Plattsburg,  and  he  has  resided 
in  that  county  ever  since,  being  35  years.  He  has 
held  various  high  trusts,  was  a  majorgen.  of  militia, 
and  commanded  at  the  seige  of  Plattsburg.  He 
had  suiTered  ainput.ition  some  years  since  from  a 
fungus  tumor  on  the  arm,  -but  the  disease  re-ap- 
peared. He  was  a  man  of  elevated  principles,  a 
devoted  patriot,  a  sincere  believer  in  religion,  a 
practical  farmer,  and  a  beloved  citizen  in  every  re- 
lation of  life.  He  was  at  one  time  a  candidate  for 
lieiit.  governor  of  the  state. 

Brazil. — Rio  Janeiro  papers  to  the  I7lh  of  Janu- 
ary, have  been  received  at  New  York.  All  w  as 
quiet  at  tlie  capital,  and  the  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity in  Bahia  and  Rio  Grande,  were  anticipated 
with  confidence. 

The  French  prince  de  Joinville  had  gone  on  a 
visit  to  the  mines — the  French  ships  of  war  await- 
ing his  return.  Fro:ii  Brazil  the  prince  would  come 
to^the  United  States 

Phanix  Bank. — An  investigation  of  the  charges 
against  this  inslitulion,  made  at  the  instance  of  the 
board  of  traile  of  New  York,  was  commenced  in 
that  city  on  Tuesday  tile  i:3th  inst.  A  portion  of 
the  testimony  has  been  published,  but  we  deem  it 
[>rudent  not  to  notice  it  until  the  coinmissioners 
mike  their  report. 

MayoralUj  of  New  York. — On  Monday  evening 
last,  the  whigs  of  New  York  nominated  Aaron 
Clark  ss  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  mayoral- 
ty. The  "conservtitives"  have  nominated  Richard 
Ki'.Vcc  for  the  same  olfice.  The  friends  of  the  na- 
tional ad.ninistration  have  not  yet  fixeil  upon  a  can- 
didate. 

From  Mexico.  The  schr.  Levin  Jones,  arrived 
at  tliis  port,  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  2nth  ult. 
Two  French  brigs  of  war  had  arrived,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  a  sqiKidron,  ff.irteen  in  all,  were  ex- 
pected, to  enforce  the  French  claims,  a  part  of 
which  had  been  admitted.  Fortifications  had  been 
commenced  to  protect  the  town  in  case  of  bom- 
bardment, which  was  expected.  No  .\inerican  ves- 
sels weie  in  port;  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Vandalia  was  spoken  on  the  20th  ultimo,  bound  in. 
— ;V.  O.  Bullelin. 

Dealli  of  Judge  M'ingate  We  learn  from  the 
Portsmouth  Journal,  that  Paine  Wingate  died  at 
Stratham,  N.  H.  on  Wednesday  last,  aged  99.  The 
Journal  savs:  "He  was  a  senator  in  the  first  con- 
gress, and' was  probably  the  last  survivor  of  that 
body.     He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvaril  College,  and 


when  he  graduated  was  the  youngest  of  his  clas 
He  has  been  for  several  years  (since  the  death 
Ur.  Holyoke)  the  eldest'graduate  of  that  instil 
tion.  He  was  appointed  judge  of  the  slipreD 
court  in  New  Hampshire  in  1798,  and  held  the  < 
fice  till  1S09,  being  then  70  years  of  age.  W 
Wingate  was  originally  a  congregational  clerg 
man,  having  preached  for  some  time  for  the  nor 
church  in  Portsmouth,  and  was,  we  learn,  aetti 
at  North  Hampton.  He  was  a  highly  esteem 
man  by  his  own  generation,  and  has  been  vener 
ted  by  the  new  race  which  has  grown  up  arou 
him.  His  wife,  a  sister  of  honorable  Timothy  Pic 
ering,  surviveshiin  at  the  advanced  age  of  ilO. 

Louisiana.  The  governor  has  returned  i 
bank  bill  to  the  senate  with  his  objections, 
strange  scene  occurred  immediately  afterwarc 
.\rter  the  veto  liad  been  read,  the  governor  d' 
covered  that  he  had  made  some  error  in  his  me 
sage,  and  despatched  a  letter  to  the  senate,  requei 
log  its  correction.  Altera  warm  debate  the  sen£ 
declined.  Two  days  after,  (viz:  on  the  5th  inst 
the  vetoed  bill  passed  the  3enate  by  a  conslit 
tiona!  majority — the  vote  being  13  to  3. 

Boston  Banks. — The  twenty-five  as.iociated  ban 
have  reduced  their  loans  within  the  last  two  monti 
$2,327,540— circulation  reduced,  $639,217— spe< 
on  hand,  ,fl,153,100.  Increase  the  last  mon 
$13,763. 

Massachusetts  Banks. — The  obvious  propositi 
that  a  retiisal  of  specie  payments  forfeits  tiie  ch 
ters  of  the  banks,  was  agreed  to  in  the  Massacf 
setts  legislature  the  otiierday,  by  a  vote  of  265 
61.  The  Boston  Sentinel  remarks,  "whether  t 
doctrine  will  meet  the  concurrence  of  the  sena 
remains  to  be  proved."  What  next!  Is  bla( 
black — or  white,  white? 

The  Ohio  river  is  now  open — it  broke  up 
Saturday  night  about  nine  o'clock.  On  Sund 
evening,  several  boats,  with  full  freights  and  pi 
sengers,  arrived  from  Pittsburgh.  Yesterday  c 
wharf  presented  a  scene  of  bustle  and  aniinati 
that  would  cheer  the  most  desponding  in  thi 
limes  of  pecuniary  embarrassment.  For  buoyan 
of  spirit  and  enterprise,  under  all  circumstance 
whether  adverse  or  prosperous,  give  us  the  vvesti 
steamboat  men  and  the  forwarding  merchants. 
[  IVheeling  Times 

Hop':.  The  inspector  general  of  hops  in 
state  of  Massachusetts,  reports  the  inspection 
past  year,  of  33C4  ba»s  of  hops  of  all  sorts,  wei 
ing  ()23,C4S  lbs  and  valued  at  §-33,418  88.  Si 
the  year  1306.  the  inspection  has  been  76.860  b 
of  all  sorts,  weighing  16,467,182  lbs.  Valued 
( 13  1-5  cts.  per  lb. )  .$2, 169,429  83.  The  inspe 
or  adds  that  hops  of  iMassachnsetts  inspection,  g' 
erally  brings,  in  the  market,  from  one  to  two  ce 
per  pound  more  than  those  of  the  inspectiori  of 
otiier  state.  Most,  if  not  all,  orders  coming  fr 
Europe,  or  elsewhere,  expressly  require  hops 
Massachusetts  inspection. 

Liabilities  of  those  2cho  take  newspapers.  1 
laws  declare  that  any  person  to  whom  a  pi 
odical  is  sent  is  responsible  for  payment  if  he 
ceives  the  paper  or  makes  use  of  it,  if  he  has  ne 
subscribed  lor  it  or  has  ordered  it  to  be  stopp 
His  ifiity  in  such  a  case  is  not  to  take  the  pa 
from  the  office  or  person  witli  whom  the  pape 
left,  or  to  notily  the  publisher  that  he  does  notw 
it. 

If  papers  are  sent  to  a  post  office,  store,  or  lave 
or  other  place  of  deposite,and  are  not  taken  by 
■person  to  whom  they  are  sent,  the  postmas 
store,  or  tavern  keeper.  Sec,  is  responsible  until 
returns  the  jiaper  or  gives  notice  to  the  publis 
that  they  are  lying  dead  in  the  office. 

Insurrection  at  Trinidad.  Extract  of  a  let 
dated  Trinidaft  de  Cuba,  Januar-y  17,  recp 
by  Messrs.  Toplilf,  of  the  Boston  lExcha: 
reading  room,  per  brig  Adelaide,  at  that  port 
is  some  days  since  we  were  in  great  consteri 
by  the  revolting  of  some  neijroes,  w  ho  set  fin 
two  plantations — one,  Mr.  J.  'vV.  Baker's — 
killed  several  men.  They  set  tire  to  all  his  hou 
which,  being  fire  proof,  were  but  slightly  injui 
destroyed  his  steam  mill,  carts,  and  all  the  utens 
They  are  now  concealed  in  the  hi:;h  mounta 
about  100  in  number;  but  are  closelv  pursued 
our  troops.  Mr.  Baker  had  a  horse  shot  from  tin 
him,  but  lie  succeeded  in  arresting  several  of 
rebels.  Tlie  destruction  is  now  over,  and  not  li 
ly  to  occur  aii'ain." 

Captain  McLoon  states  that  when  he  left,  all! 
American  mercliants  in  the  place  were  pntlingtl 
properly  on  board  the  shipping.  It  was  repo) 
tliat  Mr.  Baker  had  lost  2,000  hogsheads  molas 
and  had  all  his  standing  cane  destroyed,  and  I 
the  negroes  were  headed  by  a  white  Spaniard. 
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(]C/- I'he  lion.  Geori:e  M.  Koim,  elected  a  Uieiiiber 
of  coiiijress  IVom  Feninylvaiiia,  to  sii|iply  the  va- 
cancy occasiocied  by  the  reii:;iiatioii  ol  Mr.  Mull- 
leiiber:;,  appeared,  waa  qualifijd  and  took  !iis  seat 
on  Saturday  last. 

OCJ-The  remains  of  the  hon.  Timothy  J.  Carter 
were  interred  oi  Saturday  last,  after  :lie  usual  cere- 
monies in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  reprosi^iilatives. 
Tlie  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  th,^  heads  of  d.'purlnienN.  tli?  me.nbers  of 
both  houses  of  con;;ress,  and  a  lar:;e  body  of  citi- 
zens and  stran^i>i-s  attended  the  funeral. 

OvERTO^f  Carr,  esq,  doorkeeper  of  the  house 
of  repre!^enlativ-s,  di  d  on  tiie  19th  inst.  On 
Thursday  last  the  house  adjourned  al  4  o'clock  for 
the  purpose  of  att-ndin.;  his  funeral.  Mr.  Carr 
was  an  old  and  faithful  servant,  and  was  warmly 
esteemed  by  a  numerous  body  of  friends. 

Dr.  Nathamiel  Bowditch,  the  most  learned 
and  astute  matheinaticiari  in  this  couuliy,  died  in 
Boston  on  the  IBlh  msl..  In  the  (jjth  year  of  his 
aj;e.  His  translation  of  the  Mecuniqae  Celeste,  with 
annotations,  is  left  unlinisbed. 

The  ho.v.  Joh>j  M.  Patto.v,  of  (he  house  of 
representatives,  has  be.-n  elected  a  member  of  the 
executive  council  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
MoFarland.  We  do  not  kn.-vw  whether  Mr.  Pat- 
ton  has  decided  to  accept  this  dislinjuislied  mark 
of  the  respect  ami  conlidence  of  his  native  state; 
but  we  e.vpress  the  common  sentiment  when  w: 
say,  that  there  is  not  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a  more  ablj  and  elhcient  memb'r,  or  one 
whose  absence  will  be  uiore  deeply  felt  or  sincerely 
deplored. 

Mississippi.  The  Vicksbnrf;  Seutindof  the  1st 
inst.  states  that  tlie  governor  has  ordered  a  new- 
election  for  two  members  of  conj^ress,  to  serve  du- 
jin?  the  remainder  of  the  2.3lh  con:;ress.  The 
election  to  be  held  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  April. 
The  Gdlatin  Star  nominates  u'eneral  .4.  G.  Brown 
of  Copia,  and  Roger  Barton  of  Marshall,  and  from 
this  it  is  inferred  "by  the  Sentinel  that  Messrs.  Clai- 
borne and  G.'iolson,  are  withdrawn  from  the  course. 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are  up  lor  re-election. 

The  Piice.Mix  Ban'k  investigation  closed  on  Sa- 
turday last,  and  the  committee  have  returned  to 
Albany.  The  facts  disclosed  have  elicited  much 
comment,  anil  form  a  curious  chapter  in  the  history 
of  modern  banlcinj.  We  will  publish  the  report  of 
the  CO  nmittee,  and  such  portions  of  the  testimony 
as  will  enable  our  readers  to  understand  the  whole 
matter. 

From  the  .\rmv — official.  Information  has 
been  received  at  the  wardepartment  from  Fort  Jupi- 
ter, Florida,  as  late  as  the  7lli  .March,  which  stales 
that,  up  to  that  ti;nc,  more  than  three  hundred 
Indians  ami  one  hundred  and  fifty  Seminole  lie- 
Rroes  had  come  in.  Fro.u  information  derived 
from  them,  it  was  believed  Ihat  Sam  Jones  and  his 
party  were  lyinj  concealed  on  the  islands  ol  the 
Everijiacles.  Allijatur  and  his  party  on  the  west 
of  the  0-kee-cho-bee,  and  Coa-co-o-chee,  with 
his  band  in  the  swamps  of  the  St.  Lucie.  It  was 
also  reported  tliere,  that  many  of  the  Mickasnkies 
Were  inakiui^  their  way  in  small  parties  of  two, 
three,  and  four,  back  to  the  Wahoo  and  Witlila- 
cnochee.  It  is  evident  that  they  will  not  fight  ai;ain 
if  they  can  avoid  it ;  their  sole  object  bein»  to  get 
out  of  Ihe  way  of  the  wliites,  and  procure  the 
means  ol'^subsistence.  It  is  believed  thai  nearly  all 
their  cattle  have  been  destroyed,  and  most  of  iheir 
horses  captured.  Abraham  says  that  there  are  not 
more  than  filleen  or  twenty  negroes  left  in  the  na- 
tion. 

In  order  to  search  the  Ever2;lades,and  if  possible 
to  find  and  dislodge  Ihe  Indians  from  the  islands, 
six  co.iipanies  of  artillery  under  colonel  Bankhead 
have  been  sent  from  Indian  river  to  Key  Biscayne, 
where  they  are  to  take  boats  and  proceed  by  New- 
river  into  the  Everglades.  M.ajor  Lauderdale,  with 
two  hundred  Tennesseeans,  and  a  company  of  the 
Sd  artiUerv,  under  lieutenant  .-Vnilerson,  are  already 
on  New  river,  having  inarched  from  Fort  Jupiter 
on  the  2d  instant.  Lieutenant  Powell,  of  the  navv, 
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Letters  had  been  receive.!  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
which  slate  Ihat  Capt.  lli^gins  and  William  Red 
ding,  of  the  steamboat  Alabaiiia,  wliileouagnr.ning 
excursion  on  Ine  jtli  inst.  on  New  river,  about 
twenty-five  miles  north  of  Key  Biscayne,  were 
killed  by  a  parly  of  Indians.  Col.  Pierce  made  an 
atteiii]d  to  discover  Ihe  Indians,  but  lailed  to  do  so. 

Exhact  of  a  letter  received  in  S.ivannah  fioin  an 
otUcerol  the  uriiiv.  <laled 

'Fort  Mellon,  (E.  F.)  h'eb.  10,  IS.IS. 

Report  says  that  Cooacooclihc  (Wild  Cat)  is 
now  on  an  island  in  the  most  extensive  lake  yet  dis- 
covered in  Florida.  (Cheechoobee.)  It  is  sodistant 
from  the  shore  as  not  to  be  visible.  Here  he  has 
collected  his  women  and  children.  Two  hundred 
head  of  cattle  were  taken  on  the  2Sth  ol  January  by 
the  army.  The  Indians  appear  determined  to  fight 
to  Ihe  last:  so  the  war  is  no  nearer  its  ter.ninaliop. 
to  all  appearances,  than  when  it  first  begun." 
Georgian. 

New  Hajipshire.  Mr.  Hill  has  been  re-elected 
governor  ol  this  state  by  a  majority  of  two  or  three 
thousand  votes.  The  following  are  the  returns 
liom  1S5  towns: 

For  Isaac  Hill,  24396 

Jas.  Wilson,  jr.,  23287 

1109 
The  result  in  the  legislature  is  donblful— but 
it  is  said  that  the  senate  will  be  administration, 
by  a  majority  ol  tw-o  or  three,  and  that  the  lower 
house  will  be  comprised  of  a  m.ijorlty  of  whigs. 
We  will  give  the  particulars  in  our  next. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  confined  at  Albany  for 
several  days,  by  indisposilion,  pioduced  by  laligne 
and  exposure,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Wediiesilay 
last  on  his  way  to  W.ishiiigton.  The  whole  frontier 
was  qui  t  and  no  danger  was  apprehended  ol  a  re- 
newal of  hostilities  by  the  patriots. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  the  hon. 
J.  McDonell,  has  passed  the  senate  of  Michigan. 
It  is  a  just  and  well  deserved  compliment. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  of  Michigan,  that  the  vi- 
gilant and  energetic  conduct  of  inajorgeneral  Scott, 
of  the  United  States  army,  in  suslaiiiing  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States,  and  pieserving  the 
peace  of  the  northern  and  norUnvestern  frontier  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  approbalion;  and  Ihat  how- 
ever the^people  of  Michigan  may  sympathise  with 
those  struggling  for  the  advancement  of  human  li- 
berty, yet  the  supremacy  o(  the  laws  of  the  uiiion, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  faith  of  treaties  is  by 
them  esteemed  a  paramount  duty. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Late  from  England.  The  packet  ship  Ros- 
coe,  captain  Delano,  has  arrived  from  Liverpool 
bringing  London  papers  to  the  23d  and  Liverpool 
papers  to  the  24th  of  February. 

The  abandonment  of  Navy  Island  has  led  the 
British  public  to  suppose  the  Canada  war  at  an 
end,  and  the  newspapers  are  discussing  other 
topics.  ,        ,  , 

The  common  council  of  London  have  passed 
resolutions  conferring  the  fieedom  of  the  city  ol 
Lonilon  on  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Mr.  Grote's  motion  for  the  ballot  in  the  house  ol 
commons,  received  201)  votes  against  317.  01  the 
two  hundred  votes  for  the  ballot,  only  one  was 
o-iven  by  a  tory,  sir  George  Sinclair;  the  rest  were 
of  the  party  wfo  support  the  present  government. 
Among  the  317  votes  against  the  ballot,  there  were 
not  more  than  63  whigs,  of  whom  IS  were  mem- 
bers of  Ihe  government,  and  of  the  remainder  hall 
a  dozen  lav'e  b^en  by  no  means  uniform  supporters 
ol  th-  administration.  .    . 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  British  ministry  are 
backed  in  their  resistance  to  the  ballot  by  only 
about  4.5  or  .39  of  their  own  party,  and  lord  .John 
Russell  is  votins  and  sppaking  against  lourhlths  ol 
his  own  supporters.  The  party  in  favor  ol  the 
ballot  in  England  is  an  increasing  one. 


In  the  li.mve  ul  co.iiinuns  on  February  the  2(lih, 
.Mr.  Hume  inovi  d  lor  ••copi.s  of  all  Hie' tellers  be- 
H^enMr.  Hume,  Mr.  Roebuck,  and  any  other 
members  ol  parliament  with  ftl.  Papincau,  Mr. 
iMackenzie,  Dr.  Uiincombe,  and  any  other  indivi- 
duals who  haic  held  public  situations  in  the  piovin- 
c.s  ol  Upper  and  Lov\er  Canada,  which  have  been 
seized  in  those  provinces  or  ollieiwise  couie  into 
the  posse.ssion  of  government. 

Sir  G.  Grey  said  that  no  such  papers  were  in  the 
lianils  ol  the  governimnt,  and  no  return  could  be 
made.  Mr.  Hume  replied  that  journals  supposed 
to  be  in  the  confiilence  ol  the  governinont  had  spo- 
ken  of  such  papeis,  Ihat  these  slateinenls  had  led 
to  erroneous  impressions,  that  he  lelt  it  due  to  him- 
sell  to  make  such  a  motion,  and  (hat  if  any  corres- 
pondence was  intercepted  with  his  name  lo  it  he 
was  anxious  that  it  shoulil  be  produced.  Sir  G. 
Gray  again  said  that  the  return  must  be  nil,  but 
Mr.  Hniiie  pressed  Ihe  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  22d  ol  February, 
lord  Brougham  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pi  tition', 
which  gave  him  very  great  pleasure  and  some  pride 
to  present,  signed  by  between  5,000  and  «,«0(l  (and 
might  have  been  signed  by  50,000  or  60,000  if  lime 
had  been  given,)  chiefly  of  the  principal  merchants 
ol  the  town  and  port  of  Liverpool  against  negro 
slavery,  or  in  other  words  the  apprentice  system. 
When  he  recollected  that  the  merchants  of  that 
town  appeared  as  petitioners  at  their  lordship's  bar 
against  regulating  the  space  Iwtween  decks  of  the 
slave  trader,  on  tlie  ground  that(,such  regulation 
would  ruin  them,  and  afterwards  heard  at  Ihe  bar 
against  abolishing  the  trade  of  negro  slavery,  on 
(he  ground  that  such  abolilion  would  ruin  them,  it 
was  most  delightful  to  find  that  their  views  had  so 
altered,  and  their  ininds  become  now  so  enlighten- 
ed as  to  cause  them  to  approach  their  lordships 
witli  one  voice,  without  a  dissentient  voice,  pray- 
ing the  house  to  put  an  entire  end  to  slavery. — 
(liear.l — The  noble  and  learned  lord  then  gave  no- 
lice  that  he  should  move  lor  a  copy  of  any  des- 
patch which  had  been  sent  o  it  to  the  governor  of 
GuieiM  toiichini;  an  act  which  goes  to  revive  the 
sfive  traile  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  order  in  coun- 
cil issued  by  her  majesty  on  the  5th  of  July;  and. 
named  Friday  w  eek  for  his  taking  the  sense  of  the 
lionse  on  the  issue  and  expediency  of  recalling  that 
order. 

Ruclidale flannel  marlcet.  Monday.  We  have  to, 
report  the  s  ime  monotonous  slate  of  this  market  as 
we  have  had  occasion  lo  do  lor  the  last  few  weeks, 
viz:  not  much  doing,  with  pi  ices  stationary,  and  no 

mediate  prospect  of  amendment.  In  the  w-ooi 
..-lie  little  passing  ditierent  from  last  week,  except 
the  turn  perhaps  in  favor  of  the  purchaser. 

France.  London.  Feb.  23.  The  Paris  papers  of 
Weonesday  have  reached  us  by  our  usual  express. 
Tlieir  principal  contents  relate  to  the  financial  and 
commercial  changes  which  are  at  tliis  moment  in 
agitation  (if  not  in  contemplation)  before  the 
French  chambers,  namely,  the  augmentation  of 
the  duties  on  hempen  and  fia.xen  yarn. 

The  French  commercial  men  now  seek  lo  ruin 
our  dislilleries,  by  oll'eiing  to  make  it  a  condilion 
that  the  duties  on  linen  yarn  shall  not  be  increased 
providid  ourgovernment  will  consent  lo  reduce  tha 
pKsent  duties  on  brandy. 

The  responsible  editor  of  La  Mode,  a  Carlist 
journal,  was  sentenced  on  Tuesday  to  pay  a  fine  of 
4,000  francs,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  six  months, 
for  having  personally  attacked  the  king  in  that 
prhit. 

Spain.  Cadiz  papers  of  the  9th  of  February, 
slate  Ihat  the  captain  general  had  received  a  des- 
patch from  the  captain  general  of  Andaluzia,  con- 
firming the  complete  route  of  the  faction  between 
Beazaand  Ubeda,and  requesting  the  commandant  of 
Cadiz  to  forward  a  duplicate  of  the  despatches  to 
the  governor  of  Gibraltar.  The  despatch  states 
that  more  than  3,000  prisoners  were  taken,  besides 
a  great  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  other  ef- 
fects. 

The  intelligence  from  Madrid  comes  down  to  the 
rith  of  February.  The  Carli.st  chief  Jaba,  who 
arrived  in  the  district  of  Pena  .\guilcra,  near  Tole- 
do, in  the  middle  of  January,  with  thirteen  men, 
found  himself  in  three  weeks  at  the  head  of  one 
thousand.  A  despatch  from  general  .Sanz  states 
that  on  the  5lh  of  February  he  attacked  Ihe  united 
bands  oi  fiarJIa,  Tallada  aiid  FatUJos,  with  Eucceai. 
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KENTUCKY  RESOLUTIONS. 

Joint  rcsolvlions  in  relation  to  the  currency,  and  the 

the  administration  of  the  general  government. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  the 
commonweaUli  of  Kentucky  have  seen  witli  deep 
regret  the  derangement  in  tlie  currency  and  do- 
mestic exchanges,  the  general  prostration  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  business,  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  agricultural  products  of  the 
people  of  this  slate,  in  common  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  which  occurred  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks  to  pay  specie  during  the  last 
spring,  and  which  still  continues,  to  the  great  dis- 
tress of  the  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  deplorable  state  of  things 
has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
mainly  produced  by  improvident,  rash,  and  arbitra- 
ry acts  and  proceedings  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  federal  government,  commencing  with  the  veto 
of  the  bill  to  recharter  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  followed  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money,  contrary  to  law,  from  its  assign 
ed  custody,  and  terminating  in  the  treasury  order 
exacting;   specie    in    all    payments    for    the    public 


tion  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  universal  proscription  of  all  who  do  not  con- 
form to  the  creed  of  the  dominent  party;  in  a  new 
and  fearful  version  of  the  power  of  dismission  from 
olfice;  in  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  removal  of  the 
public  deposites;  in  the  s\ipprcssion  of  bills  which 
iiad  passed  both  houses  of  congress,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  check 
upon  the  veto  power;  in  the  promulgation  of  an 
edict,  by  which  an  unconstitutional  discrimination 
was  made  between  payments  by  a  common  people 
into  the  public  treasury,  and  finally  in  procuring, 
through  its  influence  and  partisans,  the  violation  of 
a  public  record,  the  common  property  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  and  of  posterity,  the  faithful  pre- 
servation of  which  was  solemnly  enjoined  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

12.  Reaolved,  That  the  executive  department  of 
the  general  government  ought  to  be  subjected  to 
just  restraints,  and  brought  back  to  its  constitution- 
al liinisi;  that  economy,  retrenchment,  and  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  treasure  should 
be  enforced,  and  that  every  consideration  of  safety, 
of  interest,  and  pride  of  national  character,  demand 


lands,  vvhich  was  issued  not  only  without  constitu-  '  a  thorough  reform  in  the  administration  of  the  gen 
tional  or  legal  authority,   but  in  disregard  of  the  I  eral  government. 

known  opinion   of  the   legislative  branch  of   the'      13. /Jeso^-cd,  That  the  governor  of  this  common 
general  government.  wealth  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  pre 

"■■■''"''"  '  ..      i  ceding  resolutions  to  each  of  the  go 


3.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  havi 
seen  wfth  surprise  and  regret  that  the  present  exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  instead  of  manifesting 
becoming  sympathy  with  a  suffering  people,  and 
recommending  measures  to  relieve  them,  and  res- 
tore that  prosperity  of  which  they  have  been  wan- 
tonly deprived  by  the  administration  of  his  prede- 
cessor and  himself,  has  exhibited,  in  his  late  mes- 
sages to  congress,  a  cold  indifference  to  the  lamen- 
table condition  of  the  country,  and  a  solicitude 
only  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  official  corps. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  system  of  sub-treasuries, 
proposed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  is  a 
dangerous  innovation,  tending 'to  augment  the  ex- 
ecutive power  to  aji  alarming  extent,  to  the  engross- 
ment by  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  of  all 
the  paper  emissions;  to  place  in  its  possession,  or 
under  its  control,  a  great  portion  of  the  specie  of 
the  country;  to  abuse,  waste,  and  ciirruption;  and, 
finally,  to  the  consummation  of  that  perilous  union 
of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the  hands  and  under  the 
power  of  one  man,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
purity  and  the  very  existence  of  our  free  instilu- 
tions. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  people  and  their  govern- 
ment are  one  and  indivisible,  and  that  any  attempt 
to  separate  them,  in  interests,  in  currency,  or  in 
fortune,  can  only  proceed  from  insensibility  or  in- 
fidelity to  the  duties  of  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  each  other. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
seen,  with  greatsatisfaction,  that  a  measure  fratight 
with  such  fatal  danger  as  the  experiment  of  sub- 
treasuries,  was  defeated  at  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress by  the  vote  of  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people;  and  protesting,  as  the  general  assem- 
bly now  do,  solemnly  against  it  if  it  shall  again  be 
proposed,  they  request  their  senators  and  represen- 
tatives of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  congress,  to 
continue  to  oppose  its  adoption  with  the  utmost  of 
their  zeal  and  ability. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
seen  with  painful  regret  that  the  executive  of  the 
United  States,  profiting  neither  by  his  own  expe- 
rience nor  that  of  his  predecessors,  appears  resolv- 
ed to  persevere  in  a  series  of  experiments  and  uu- 
ti'ied  expedients,  fatal  to  the  prosperity  and  dan^er- 
cus  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general 
government  to  secure  a  general  medium  of  circula- 
tion, of  uniform  value,  throughout  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  state  of  Kentucky  has  a  deep 
interest  in  the  faithful  performance  of  that  duty. 

!).  Resolved,  That  all  experience  has  attested 
that  the  agency  of  a  well-regulated  bank  of  the 
United  States,  administered  by  a  corporation  blend- 
ing public  and  private  interests,  and  under  public  and 
private  control,  is  best  adapted  to  furnish  and 
maintain  a  souml  currency,  to  facilitate  and  render 
uniform  domestic  exchanges,  and  to  inspire  general 
confidence. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  of  late  years, has  been  characteriz- 
ed by  wasteful  extravagance,  in.iomuch  that  llie 
expenditures  of  the  government  have  risen  in  the 
short  space  of  eight  years,  from  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions lo  the  enormous  sum  of  thirty-two  millions  of 
dollais. 

li.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
beheld  with  surprise  and  just  alarm  the  abuse,  en- 
croachments, and  usurpations  of  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  general  government,  since  the  dec- 


ors of  the 
several  states  of  the  union,  with  a  request  to  lay 
them  before  the  legislatures  of  their  respective 
state;  and  also  a  copy  (o  each  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  laid  before  the 
respective  houses. 

ROBERT  P.   LETCHER, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
CHARLES  A.  WICKLIFFE, 

Speaker  of  the  senate. 
Approved,  January  27,  1838. 

JAMES  CLARK. 
By  the  governor: 
Jamet  M.  Bullock,  Secretary  of  slate. 

Resolutions  concerning  the  iron  and  coat  trade. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  That  the  (own  of  Greenups- 
burg,  in  Greenup  county,  Kentucky,  is  a  suitable 
and  proper  position  for  a  national'  foundry;  and 
that  there  are  many  advantages  united  at  that 
point,  peculiar  to  the  place  audits  localities,  as  a 
site  for  national  purposes,  not  to  be  found  in  con- 
nexion with  any  position  elsewhere  in  the  western 
states. 

2.  Resolved,  That  many  of  the  locks  and  dams 
now  being  erected  on  the  Kentucky,  Licking,  and 
Groen  rivers,  as  parts  and  portions  of  the  system 
of  internal  improvements  adopted  by  the  state, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  assembly,  be 
suitable  and  convenient  positions  for  a  national 
foundry. 

3.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. That  the  general  government  ought  to  cause 
the  positions  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  be  examined  by  competent  agents  and  engineers 
before  any  position  is  selectcd'by  congress  as  the 
site  ol' a  national  foundry  on   the   western  waters. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  from  the  state  of  Kentucky  be  re- 
quested to  lay  copies  of  the  foregoing  report  and 
resolutions  before  the  houses  of  which  they  are 
members  respectively,  and  before  the  president  of 
the  United  Slates  and  heads  of  departments,  and  to 
use  their  influence  at  such  time,  and  in  such  man- 
ner, as  they  may  deem  most  proper  to  carry  the 
same  info  full  effect. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to 
forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each 
of  the  senators  and  members  of  congress  from  this 
state.  ROBERT  P.  LETCHER, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
CHARLES  A.  WICKLIFFE, 

Speaker  of  the  senate. 
Approved,  Feb.  IB,  1838.     JAMES  CLARK. 
JSy  the  governor: 
J-\niF.s    M.  Bullock,   Secretary  of  slate. 

THE  NEUTRALITY  BILL. 
The  following  is  the  "nculralily  bill"  as  it  was 
passed  on  the  inth  inst.  The  Globe  says  if  was 
approved  by  the  president  on  the  same  day,  and  in- 
structions immediately  forwarded  from  the  depart- 
ments to  the  civil  and  military  officers  on  the  Cana- 
da frontier,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  it  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power.  It  is  expected  that  our 
fellow  citizens  in  that  jiarf  of  the  country  will, 
at  once,  submit  to  the  law,  and  return  peaceably 
to  their  homes. 

An  act  supplementary  lo  an   act  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 


tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned,"  approved 
twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  jlmcrica  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  several  collectors,  naval  offi- 
cers, surveyors,  inspectors  of  customs,  the  marshals, 
and  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States,  and  every 
other  officer  who  may  be  specially  empowered  for 
the  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
shall  he,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authoriz- 
ed and  required' to  seize  and  detain  any  vessel  or 
any  arms  or  munitions  of  war  which  may  be  pro- 
vided or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition  or 
enterprise  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district 
or  people  conterminous  with  the  United  States,  and 
with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  the  sixth 
ection  of  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act 
inaddilion  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
s  against  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  therein  mentioned,"  and  retain  possession  of 
the  same  until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had 
thereon,  or  until  the  same  shall  be  released  as  here- 
inafter directed. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral officers  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized 
and  required  to  seize  any  vessel  or  vehicle,  and  all 
arms  or  munitions  of  war,  about  to  paiss  the  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States  for  any  place  within  any 
foreign  state  or  colony,  conterminous  with  the 
United  Slates,  where  the  character  of  the  vessel  or 
vehicle,  and  the  quantity  of  arm?  and  munitions,  or 
other  circumstances  shall  furnish  probable  cause 
to  believe  that  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war  are  intended  lo  be  employed  by 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons,  with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on 
any  military  expedition  or  operations  within  the 
territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
stale,  or  any  colony,  district,  or  people  contermi- 
nous with  the  United  States,  and  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  at  peace,  and  detain  the  same 
until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had  for  the 
restoration  of  the  same,  or  until  such  property 
shall  be  discharged  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction;  Provided,  that  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  lo, 
or  interfere  with  any  trade  in  arms  or  munitions  of 
war,  conducted  in  vessels  by  sea  with  any  port  or 
place  whatsoever,  or  with  any  other  trade  which 
might  have  been  lawfully  car.'ied  on  before  the 
passaire  of  this  act,  under  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended. 

Sec.  3.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  dnty  of  the  officer  making  any  seizure  under 
this  act,  lo  make  applicalion,  with  due  diligence, 
to  the  district  jiidge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  within  which  such  seizure  may  be  made, 
for  a  warrant  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  pro- 
perty so  seized;  which  warrant  shall  be  granted 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  that  there  is  pro- 
bable cause  to  believe  that  the  properly  so  seized 
is  intended  In  be  used  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  if  said  judge  shall  refuse 
to  issue  such  warranc,  or  application  therefor  shall 
not  be  made  by  the  officer  making  such  seizure 
within  a  reasonable  lime,  not  exceeding  ten  days 
thereafter,  the  said  property  .shall  foithwilh  be  re- 
stored  to  the  owner.  But  if  the  said  judge  shall  bo 
satisfied  that  the  seizure  was  justified  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  issue  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly, then  the  same  shall  be  detained  by  the  officer 
so  seizing  said  property,  until  the  president  shall 
order  it  to  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  claimant, 
or  until  it  shall  be  discharged  in  due  course  of  law, 
on  the  petition  of  the  claimant,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
owner  or  claimant  of  any  properly  seized  under 
this  act,  may  file  his  petition  in  the  circuit  or  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  district  where 
such  seizure  was  made,  setting  forth  the  facts  in 
the  case,  and  thereupon  such  court  shall  proceed, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  after  causing  due  no- 
tice to  be  given  to  the  district  attorney  and  officer 
making  such  seizure,  lo  decide  upon  the  said  case, 
and  order  restoration  of  the  property,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  the  seizure  v\as  authorized  by  this  act: 
and  the  circuit  and  district  courts  shall  have  juris- 
diction, and  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority,  to  try  and  determine  all  cases  which  may 
arise  under  this  act,  and  all  issues  in  fact  arising 
under  it,  shall  be  decided  by  a  jury  in  the  manner 
now  provided  bv  law. 

SEc.5..dnd'be  it  further  enacted.  That  Vihen- 
ever  the  officer  making  any  seizure  under  this  act 
shall  have  applied  for  and  obtained  a  warrant  for 
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Ihe  dttontioii  of  the  property,  or  tin'  ciaiaianl  shall 
have  filed  a  petition  for  its  restoration,  and  Tailed 
to  obtain  it,  and  the  property  so  seized  shall  have 
b.>en  in  the  custody  of  the  officer  lor  the  term  of 
three  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  such 
seizure,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  lor  the  chiiniant 
or  owner  to  Ills  with  the  ollicer  a  bond  to  the 
amount  of  double  the  value  of  the  properly  so  seiz- 
ed and  detained,  with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  judjje  of  the  circuit  or  district 
court,  with  a  condition  that  the  properly  when  re- 
stored, shall  not  be  used  or  employed  by  the  owner 
or  owners  thereol,  or  by  any  other  per-on  or  per- 
sons with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying;  on  any 
military  expedition  or  operations  within  the  terri- 
tory or  dominions  of  any  forei'^n  prince  or  state, 
or  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  conterminous 
with  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace;  ami  thereupon  th;-  said  officer 
shall  restore  such  properly  to  the  owner  or  claimant 
thus  giving  bond:  Prociikd,  That  such  restoration 
shall  not  prevent  seizure  from  being  again  made. 
in  ease  there  may  exist  fresh  cause  to  apprehend 
a  new  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  apprehended  and  committed  for  trial,  for 
any  otfence  against  Ihe  act  hereby  amended,  shall, 
when  admitted  to  bail  lor  his  a|)pearanco,  give 
such  additional  security  as  Ihe  judge  admitting  him 
to  bail  may  require,  not  to  violate,  nor  to  aid  in 
violating,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Sec.  7.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  have  been, 
orare  likely  to  he  violated,  that  olicnces  have  been, 
or  are  likely  to  be,  committed  against  the  provisions 
of  the  act  hereby  amended,  within  any  judicial  dis- 
trict, it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,  in  his'discrction,  to 
direct  the  judge,  marshal,  and  district  attorney,  of 
such  district,  to  attend  at  such  place  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  for  such  a  time,  as  he  may  designate,  lor 
the  purpose  of  llie  more  speedy  and  convenient  ar- 
rest and  examination  of  persons  charged  with  the 
violation  of  the  act  hereby  amended;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  such  judge,  or  other  ollicer,  when 
any  such  retpiisilion  shalT  be  rec.dved  by  hi  in,  to 
attend  at  the  place  and  for  the  time  therein  desig- 
nated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiirtlier  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  person  as  he  may  eini)o\ver  for  that  purpose, 
to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  viulati.jn,  and  In  enforce  the 
due  execution,  of  this  act,  and  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Sec.  9.  .dnd  be  it  fartlier  enactcl.  That  this  act, 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  Iv.o  years, 
and  no  longer. 

J.\.MES  K.  POLK, 
Spcalccr  nf  the  liousc  nf  rcjiracntatiocs. 
RH.  M.  JOH.VSOX, 
Vice  president  rf  the  United  Stales,  and 

Pre-'ident  of  tlie  senate. 

AppnovEP,  March  Wth,  1S3S. 

M.  V.\N'  BUREN. 

THE  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  introduced  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  5lh  of  this 
month,  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and  now  de- 
pending in  that  body : 

.i  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

Whereas  complaints  are  made  thatolhcers  of  Ihe 
United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  employ- 
ments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  other  than 
the  heads  of  the  chief  executive  departments,  or 
such  officers  as  stand  in  the  relation  of  constitution- 
al advisers  of  the  jiiesident,  have  bf"en  reinoveil 
from  office,  or  dismissed  from  their  employment, 
upon  political  grounds,  or  for  opinion's  sake ;  and 
whereas  such  a  practice  is  manitesllj'  a  violation  of 
the  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the  public 
liberty,  and  a  high  misdemeanor:  and 

Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that  officers  of 
the  United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  em- 
ployments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  are  in 
the  habit  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  both  state 
and  federal,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their  votes  : 
and  whereas  such  a  practice  is  a  violation  of  the 
freedo.m  of  elections,  and  a  gross  abuse,  which 
ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the  appointing 
power,  and  prohibited  by  law  :  and 

Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that,  pending 
the  late  election  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States,  offices  and  employments  were 
distributed  and  conferred,  in  many  instances,  under 
circumstances  affording  a  strong  presumption  of 
corruption,  or  that  they  were  conferred  as  the  iii- 


ducemchts  to,  or  the  reward  of,  iniliience  employed 
or  to  be  employed  in  said  election  ;  and  whereas 
such  a  practice  in  the  administration  of  the  patron- 
age of  the  government  will  speedily  destroy  the  pn- 
rily  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  nn 
dermine  the  free  system  of  govemuunl  now  hap- 
pily established  in  these  United  States;  llierolore, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  practices  which 
may  give  rise  to  similar  complaints  in  future, 

lie  it  enacted,  Iffc.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  no  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  or 
other  person  holding  any  office  or  employment  ol 
trust  or  profit  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  by  the  contribution  of  mo- 
ney or  other  valuable  thing,  or  by  the  use  of  the 
franking  privilege,  or  the  abuse  of  any  other  official 
privilege  or  function,  or  by  threats  and  menaces,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  intermeddle  with  the  ehction 
of  any  member  or  members  of  either  house  of  con- 
gress, or  of  the  jnesideiit  or  vice  proirlent  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  governor  or  other  ofiicer  of 
any  state,  or  of  any  member  or  members  of  the  le- 
gislature of  any  state  ;  and  every  such  officer  or 
other  person  olfending  therein  shall  be  held  to  be 
giiillv  of  a  high  misdemeanor;  and,  upon  convic- 
tion in  any  court  of  Ihe  United  States  having  juris- 
diction theieof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  excecdHig  one 
thousand  dollars;  and  any  olficer  other  tlian  the 
president,  vice  president,  and  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  Stales,  so  convicted,  shall  be  there- 
upon removed  from  office,  and  shall  be  ever  alter 
incapable  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States:  provided, 
that  nolliing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  sulli age,  as  secured 
by  the  constitution:  and  provided, further,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  so  operate  as  to  pre- 
vent the  president,  or  <he  head  of  any  department 
who  is  vested  by  law  with  the  power  of  ajipointing 
inferior  officers,  from  removing  from  office,  at  any 
time,  any  incumbent  who  the  president  or  the  head 
of  a  department,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  satis- 
fied has  intermeddled  in  any  election,  state  or  fed- 
eral. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  itfurHier  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  .July  next,  no  officer  who,  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  is 
authorized  to  appoint,  or  nominate  and  appoint,  any 
officer  or  agent  of  the  government,  shall,  by  him- 
self, or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  in  Ids  be- 
half, give  or  procure  to  be  given,  or  promise  to  give 
or  procure  to  be  given,  any  office,  place,  or  employ- 
ment to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  with  in- 
tent to  coi-mpl  or  bribe  him  or  them,  or  upon  agi ce- 
ment that  such  person  or  ])ersons  to  wdiom,  or  for 
whose  use,  or  on  whose  behalf  such  gilt  or  pro- 
mise shall  be  made,  shall  exert  his  or  their  influ- 
ence in  any  election,  or  by  himself  or  themselves, 
or  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  at  his  or  their  so- 
licitation, endeavor  to  secure  the  election  of  any 
person  or  persons  to  represent  any  state,  or  any  dis- 
trict in  any  slate,  in  congress,  or  of  any  person  to 
be  president  or  vice  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  of  any  person  to  he  governor  or  other  officer  of  any 
state,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  a  member  or 
members  of  the  legislature  of  any  state  ;  and  every 
such  officer  olfending  therein  shall  be  held  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  there- 
of, shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  any  olficer,  other  than  the  president  or 
the  judges  ol  the  courts  of  the  United  Strtes,  so 
convicteil,  shall  be  thereupon  removed  from  office, 
and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  of- 
fice or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  every  person  who  shall  receive  or 
accept,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, in  trust,  for  or  in  behalf  ol  sucii  person,  any 
office,  place,  or  employment,  with  the  intent  afore- 
said, shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United 
Slates  having  jurisdiction  tlierrof,  shall  pay  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  be  removed  or 
dismissed  from  such  office,  place,  or  employment, 
and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  of- 
fice or  place  of  trust  under  the  autlioriiy  o(  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  .dnd  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral  fines  imposed  by  this  act  shall,  when  collected, 
be  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  other  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States. 


FLORIDA  W.\R. 
The  following,  among  other,  papers  relating  to 
the  war  in  Florida,  were  transniilted  to  tlie  house 
of  representatives  on  Monday  the  12th  inst. 
Head  Quarters,  .'Irmii  of  the  South, 

Fort  Jupiter,  Feb.  II,  1S3S. 
Sir:  I  reported  to  the  adjutant  general  on  the9tb 
I  inst.   the   operations  of  this  division  of  the  army 
'  south  of  this  post  to  that  date,  and  the  arrangement 


which  I  li;id  entered  into  with  the  chiefs  Tuskee- 
gee  and  Hallek  Hago.  The  airangemcnt  is,  that 
they  arc  to  come  in  with  their  families  and  people, 
and  are  to  await  the  decision  of  the  president 
whether  tluy  shall  remain  in  the  country  or  not. 
I  promised  to  recommend  that  they  be  pcrmilteil  to 
remain,  and  that  a  poition  of  this  territory  be  as- 
signeirto  them  as  their  residence. 

Before  presenting  my  views  oh  that  subject,  and 
redeeming  my  pledge  to  the  Indians,  it  may  be  pro- 
per for  me  to  state  my  own  position  in  regard  to 
I  the  question  of  emigration,  so  that  in  what  I  shall 
say  in  relation  to  the  Seminoles,  my  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  principle  may  not  be  mistaken. 
Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the 'Indians  cannot,  under 
our  constitution,  have  a  separate  |inlitical  existence 
within  an  independent  state  of  this  union,  without 
the  consent  of  the  stale,  I  believe  that  it  is  due  to 
the  states  in  which  they  are  congregated  in  large 
bodies,  to  remove  them  whenever  they  are  pressed 
iijion  by  the  white  population,  and  their  lands  be- 
come necessary  to  the  agricultural  wants  of  the 
commuiiily.  And  I  hold  that  congress,  and  not  the 
Indians,  are  to  determine  the  proper  lime  lor  their 
removal.  We,  in  our  federal  capacity,  owe  the  In- 
dians protection  ;  not  Ihat  protection  "secured  to  our 
own  citizens  by  the  etpial  operation  of  our  laws,  lor 
that,  in  their  condition,  would  be  merely  nomiual 
protection;  but  we  owe  them,  in  their  indiiidu.d 
and  collcctivi'  capacity,  thai  protection  which  the 
parent  owes  to  the  child,  or  the  guardian  to  the 
ward  ;  and  to  secure  them  that  |uotection,  we  must 
place  them  beyond  the  operation  of  state  laws. 
With  the  fullest  conviction,  therefore,  not  only  of 
the  policy,  but  of  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
measure,  1  am  in  favor  of  their  entire  emigration; 
and  I  have  supported  that  policy  under  four  succes- 
sive administiations.  But  I  believe  we  should  not 
apjdy  the  principle  until  the  white  population  arc 
in  contact  with,  or  intermingled  among  them.  The 
state  of  things  at  which  I  consider  their  removal 
imperative,  actually  existed  when  the  tribes  irdiab- 
iting  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississi|>pi, 
and  South  Alabama,  were  sent  to  the  west :  that 
state  of  things  actually  exists  in  relation  to  the  C'he- 
nd(ees  in  Tennessee,  North  Alabama,  and  Georgia; 
and,  regardliss  of  the  opposition  made  to  the  mea- 
sure, they  should  be  at  once  removed. 

In  regard  to  the  Seminohs,  we  have  committed 
Ihe  error  of  attempting  to  remove  them  when  their 
lands  were  not  required  for  agricultural  |iurposes; 
when  they  were  not  in  the  way  of  the  while  inhab- 
itants ;  aiid  when  the  greater  portion  of  their  coun- 
try was  an  unexplored  wilderness,  of  the  interior  of 
which  we  were  as  ignorant  as  of  Ihe  interior  of 
China.  We  exhibit,  in  our  present  contest,  the 
first  instance,  perhaps,  since  Ihe  conimcnccnunt  of 
authentic  history,  of  a  nation  employing  an  army  to 
explore  a  country,  (for  we  can  do  iittic  more  than 
explore  it,)  or  aiteinjiting  to  remove  a  hand  of  sav- 
ages from  one  unexplored  wilderness  to  another. 

As  a  soldier,  it  is  my  duty,  I  am  aware,  not  to 
comment  u))on  the  policy  of  the  government,  but  to 
carry  it  out  in  accordance  with  my  instructions.  I 
have  endeavored  faithfully  to  do  so;  but  the  pros- 
pect of  terminating  Ihe  war  in  any  reasonable  time 
is  any  thing  but  flattering.  My  decided  opinion  is, 
that  unWss  immediate  emigration  be  abandoned,  the 
war  will  continue  for  years  to  come,  and  at  con- 
stantly accumulating  expense.  Is  it  not  then  well 
worthy  the  serious  consideration  of  an  enlightened 
ijovernment,  whether,  even  if  the  wilderness  we  are 
traversing  could  be  inhabited  by  the  white  man, 
(which  is  not  Ihe  fact,)  the  object  we  arc  contend- 
ing for  would  be  worth  the  cost  ?  T  certainly  do 
not  think  it  would;  indeed,  I  do  not  consider  the 
country  south  of  Chickasa  Hatchee  worth  the  med- 
icines we  shall  expend  in  driving  the  Indians  from 
it. 

If  I  were  permitted,  and  it  is  with  great  diffidence 
I  venture  to  make  the  suggestion,  I  would  allow 
them  to  remain,  and  "would  assign  them  the  coun- 
tiT  west  of  the  Kissimmee,  Okec  Chobce,  and  Pa- 
iiai  Okce,  and  east  of  Pease  creek,  south,  to  the  ex- 
treme of  Florida.  That  would  satisfy  them;  and 
they  might  hold  it  on  the  express  condition  that 
they  should  forfeit  their  right  to  it,  if  they  should 
either  commit  depredations  ujjon  the  white  inhabi- 
tants, or  pass  the  boundaries  assigned  to  them  w  ith- 
out  the  w  rittcn  permission  of  the  military  com- 
mander or  agent. 

By  placing  an  agency  and  authorizing  trading- 
houses  on  Charlottee's"haibor,  they  could  be  soon 
concentrated;  and  stationing  a  competent  military 
force  there  and  at  Tampa  Bay,  they  might  be  rea- 
dily controlled,  and,  if  necessary,  removed  from  the 
country,  should  they  become  troublesome,  or  fail  to 
fulfil  their  engagements.  I  respectfully  recommend 
the  measure  to  your  consideration  and  that  ol  the 
president,  as  the  only  means  of  terminating,  imme- 
diately, a  most  disastrous    war,  and  leaving  the 
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troops  tU=posable  for  other  service.  I  desire  a  de- 
cision as  soon  a.s  your  convenience  will  permit,  as, 
by  the  middle  of  April,  at  farthest,  the  troops  must 
be  withdrawn  from  all  the  posts  in  the  interior,  to 
preserve  their  lives. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  remove  the  Indians  by 
force,  and  to  continue  the  war  until  they  submit  un- 
conditionally, I  desire  that  the  communicalion  be 
confidential,  and  that  '.he  matter  be  considered  confi 
dentialat  Washington, in  order  that  I  may  have  infor- 
mation of  it  before  it  can  be  communicated  by  letter- 
writers  to  others ;  for  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of 
their  flying  to  the  swamps  again  and  renewing  the 
war,  should  the  decision  be  to  remove  them. 

If  it  be  determined  that  the  Indians  now  in  Flo- 
rida leinain,  it  would  be  better  that  those  who  are 
at  New  Orleans  and  Charleston,  with  the  e.xception 
of  one  or  two  of  the  chiefs,  be  sent  to  the  west; 
their  Ibrce  would  thus  be  divided  and  weakened, 
and  many  of  the  relations  of  those  sent  west  might 
soon  be  induced  to  Iblloiv. 

This  communication  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
mv  aid-de-camp,  lieutenant  Linnard,  a  highly  valu- 
able officer,  whom  I  earnestly  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  and  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  TH.  S.  JESUP, 

Major  General  commandmg. 

The  Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  IVashingion  city. 

Wascissa,  Feb.  12,  1S38. 
Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  was  sealed  yesterday  for 
the  mail ;  last  night,  houever,  we  had  a  repetition 
of  the  scenes  previously  detailed  to  you ;  confi- 
dence had  begun  to  be  restored,  and  but  a  few  days 
since  we  had  induced  our  frontier  settlers  to  return 
to  their  habitations.  They  have  been,  however, 
ao-ain  alarmed  from  them,  and,  as  the  assailed  point 
is  but  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  my  house,  it 
was  again  all  night  a  garrison  for  the  refugees.  In- 
deed, sir,  you  cannot  estimate  correctly  all  my  feel- 
ing's nil  such  occasions.  Almost  alone,  with  a  few 
scattered  hamlets  around,  (col.  JUurat  and  myself,) 
we  witness  ourselves  insulted;  our  neighbors  dri- 
ven from  their  settiements  ;  their  homes  in  some  in- 
stances burnt  and  famifies  murdered;  with  no  other 
ability,  as  private  citizens,  than  to  stand  to  our 
arms  and  houses,  and  protect  those  who  seek  our 
protection.  We  can  do  no  more  ;  we  do  our  duty 
in  performing  so  much;  in  maintaining  our  posi- 
tio7is,  which,  in  the  present  state  of  tfie  contest, 
have  become  mifitary  ones.  But  we  are  mortified 
that  we  can  do  no  more,  or  that  such  has  been  and 
continues  to  be  the  disposition  for  the  defence  of 
this  frontier,  that  we  can  only  stand  by  our  arms, 
and  say  o\ir  house  and  scalps  are  once  more  safe; 
but  without  the  power  to  pursue  the  enemy,  or  to 
search  lor  him.  Without  this  caii  be  done  by  the 
presence  of  a  regularly  organized  force,  and  for  the 
war,  1  apprehend,  seriously  apprehend,  Jefferson 
county  will  present  the  scenes  which  have  been 
played  with  so  much  suffering  in  Alachua.  It  was 
as  much  as  we  could  do,  at  the  late  attack,  to  in- 
duce the  people  of  this  immediate  vicinity  to  re- 
main at  their  homes.  What  will  be  the  result  of 
this  I  cannot  say;  I  fear,  however,  they  will  quit 
and  leave  the  plantations  to  stand  the  brunt.  For- 
tunately lor  us,  some  marines  passed  by  here  yes- 
terday ;  we  have  despatched  a  courier  to  bring  them 
back,  and  shall  station  them  for  a  time  at  the  house 
assailed  last  night.  But,  sir,  ice  cannot  close  this 
war  without  more  harmony  and  concert  of  action, 
and  the  presence,  on  the  whole  frontier  assailed,  of 
an  organized  force,  mounted  in  part,  and  ready  to 
act  promptly.  They  must,  in  fact,  be  always  in  the 
stirrup,  beating  the  bush,  and  searching  for  these 
vagabond  Indians.  The  war  has  assumed  a  most 
serious  character,  but  has  been,  and  continues  to 
be,  mistaken  by  all  who  have  the  management  of 
it.  Another  year's  blundering,  and  middle  Florida 
becomes  what  eastern  Florida  is.  We  will  stand 
our  ground;  but  this  will  not  end  the  contest  by 
catching  and  making  examples  of  the  disturbers  of 
our  peace.  Yours, 

J.  GADSDEN. 

In  the  "Globe"  of  12th  the  instant  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing reply  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  above 
letter  of  general  Jesuji: 

Copy  of  a  letter  from   the  srrre'ari/ofuiar  to  major 
general  Jessup,  dated 

Department  of  War,  March  1,  IS33. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  renipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  11th  of  February, 
which  was  delievered  to  me  by  your  aid-dc-cani'p, 
lieutPiiant  Linnard.    The  subject  of  it  is  one  ol 


deep  interest,  and  I  have  given  to  it  the  most  dili- 
gent and  respectfiif  consideration. 

In  the  present  stage  of  our  refations  with  the  In- 
dians residing  within  the  states  and  territories  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  Seminoles,  it  is 
useless  to  recur  to  the  principles  and  motives  which 
induced  the  government  to  determine  their  removal 
to  the  west.  The  acts  of  the  executive  and  the 
laws  of  congress  evince  a  determination  to  carry 
out  the  measure,  and  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  country.  In  pursuance  of  this 
policy,  the  treaty  of  Paynes'  Landing  was  made 
with  the  Seminoles,  and  the  character  of  the  officer 
employed  on  the  part  of  the  government  is  a  guar- 
anty of  the  perfectly  fair  manner  in  which  that  ne- 
gotiation was  conducted  and  concluded.  Whether 
the  government  ought  not  to  have  waited  until  tlie 
Seminoles  were  pressed  upon  by  the  white  popula- 
tion, and  their  lands  b.-come  necessary  to  the  agri- 
cultural wants  ol  the  community,  is  not  a  question 
for  the  e.xecutive  now  to  consider.  The  treaty  has 
been  ratified,  and  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
constitutional  duty  of  the  president  requires  that  he 
should  cause  it  to  be  executed.  1  cannot,  there- 
fore, authorize  any  arrangement  with  the  Semi- 
noles by  which  they  will  be  permitted  to  remain, 
or  assign  them  any  portion  of  the  territojy  of  Flori- 
da as  their  future  residence. 

The  department  indulged  the  hope  that,  with  the 
extensive  means  placed  at  your  disposal,  the  war, 
by  a  vigorous  effort,  might  be  brought  to  a  close 
this  campaign.  If,  however,  you  are  of  opinion 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  enemy,  such  a  result  is  impracticable, 
and  that  it  is  advisable  to  make  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment with  the  Seminoles,  by  which  the  safety  of 
the  settfements  and  the  posts  will  be  secured 
throughout  the  summer,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so 
In  that  event,  you  will  establish  posts  at  Tampa, 
and  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  wherever  else  they 
are,  in  your  opinion,  necessary  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country;  and  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  colonel  Zadock  Taylor,  of  the 
first  infantry,  in  command  of  them.  In  removing 
north  with  your  forces,  you  may  make  similar  ar- 
rangements with  the  other  bands.  I  deem  it,  how- 
ever, of  great  imiiortancethat  every  exertion  should 
be  made  to  chastise  the  marauding  Indians  who 
have  committed  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  peo[de  of  middle  Florida.  I  beg  you  will 
address  yourself  to  James  Gadsden  for  information 
on  this  subject,  and  you  may,  if  you  think  proper, 
yield  to  his  suggestion  of  leaving  a  battalion  for 
the  protection  of  the  people  of  tnat  neighborhood. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  you  will  be  able  to  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  these  Indians  to  do  any  fur- 
ther mischief.  They  ought  to  be  captured  or  de- 
stroyed. As  soon  as,  in  your  opinion,  it  can  be 
done  with  safety,  you  will  reduce  your  force  of 
mounted  men  fiom  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Very  re.=pecffully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Maj.  pen.  Tiios.  S.  Jesup, 

C'om'g  army  of  the  south,  Fort  Jvpiter,  Florida. 


AFFAIR  OF  THE  CAROLINE. 

The  following  correspondence  between  the  sec- 
retary of  state  of  the  United  States  and  the  British 
minister  at  Washington  was  communicated  by  Sir 
Francis  Head,  to  the  legislature  of  Upper  Canada, 
on  the  3d  instant: 

Washington,  Feb.  6,  1838. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  letter,  which,  by  di- 
rection of  the  president,  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
5th  and  19th  ultimo,  respecting  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  "Caroline"  by  a  Ca- 
nadian force  on  the  American  side  of  the  Niagara 
river,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  upon 
that  sulijeet  from  Sir  Francis  Head,  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  with  di- 
vers reports  and  depositions  annexed. 

The  piratical  character  ol  the  steamboat  "  Caro- 
line," and  the  necessity  of  self-defence  and  self- 
in-eservafion  under  which  her  majesty's  subjects 
acted  in  destroying  that  vessel,  would  seem  to  be 
sufficiently  established. 

At  the  time  when  the  event  happened,  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  ihe  United  States  were  not  enforced 
within  the  fVontier  district  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
The  authority  of  the  law  was  overborne  publicly  by 
piratical  violence;  through  such  violence  her  ma- 
lesty's  subjects  in  Upper  Canada  had  already  se- 
verely suffered,  and  they  were  threatened  with  still 
farther  injury  and  outrage.  This  exlrannlinary 
state  of  things  appears,  naturally  and  necessarily,  to 
have  impelled  them  to  consult  their  own  security 


by  pursuing  and  destroying  the  vessel  of  their  pi- 
ratical enemy,  wd:eresoever  they  might  find  her. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  &,c.  &c. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth. 

Department  of  Slate, 
Washington,  Feb.  13,  1838. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  6th  instant,  comnjunicating  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Francis  Head,  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  provice  of  Upper  Canada,  respect- 
ing the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
"  Caroline"  by  a  Canadian  force  on  the  American 
side  of  the  Niagara  river  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  together  with  the  reports 
anil  dejiositions  thereto  annexed. 

The  statement  of  the  fads  which  these  papers 
present  is  at  variance  with  Ihe  informalion  commu- 
nicated to  this  government  respecting  that  transac- 
tion :  but  it  is  not  intended  to  enteral  piesent  upon 
I  an  examination  of  the  details  of  the  case,  as  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  fullest  evidence  that 
can  be  had  of  the  particulars  of  the  outrage  ;  upon 
the  receipt  of  which  it  will  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  formal  complaint  to  the  British  government  for 
redress.  Even  admitting  that  the  documents  trans- 
mitted with  your  note  contain  a  correct  statement 
of  the  occurrence,  they  furnish  no  justification  of 
the  aggression  committed  upon  the  territory  of  the 
United  Slates — an  aggression  which  was  the  mere 
unexpected,  as  Sir  Francis  Head,  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  parliament  of  Upjier  Canada,  had 
expressed  his  confidence  in  the  disjiosilion  of  this 
government  to  restrain  its  citizens  from  taking  part 
in  the  conflict  which  was  raging  in  that  province; 
and  added,  that  having  communicated  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  w  ith  your- 
seff,  he  was  then  waiting  (or  replies.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  remind  yon  that  his  expectations  have 
been  met  by  the  adoption  of  measures  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  as  prompt  and  virgorous  as 
they  have  been  successluf  in  repressing  every  at- 
tempt of  Ihe  inhabitants  of  the  fiontier  states  to  in- 
terfere unlawfully  in  that  contest.  The  most  seri- 
ous obstacle  thrown  in  the  way  of  those  measures 
was  the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  which,  while  it 
was  of  no  service  to  her  Britannic  majesty's  cause 
in  Canada,  had  the  nattiral  effect  of  increasing  the 
excitement  on  Ihe  border,  which  this  government 
was  endeavoring  to  allay. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  ftc. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  &c.  fac. 

Washington,  Feb.  16,  18.38. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  relating  to  the 
question  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  pi- 
raticaf  steamboat  Caroline. 

Although  I  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  view  waic^i 
the  United  States  government  are  disposed  to  take 
of  the  facts  connected  with  that  transaction,  yet,  as 
this  legation  is  not  the  final  authority  competent  to 
decide  the  question  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  as  you  inform  me  that  a  representation  will,  in 
due  time, be  aildressed  to  her  majesty's  government 
in  England,  I  consider  it  most  consistent  with  my 
duty  to  avoid  entering  at  present  into  any  contro- 
versy upon  the  subject.  It  will  remain  for  her  ma- 
jesty's government  at  home,  when  lie  whole  evi- 
dence of  the  case  shall  have  been  jjroduced.to  form 
such  deliberate  resolution  thereupon  as  reason,  ho- 
nor, and  justice  shall  dictate. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you, 
&c.  kc.  II.  S.  FOX. 

The  Hon.  Joii.v  Forsyth. 


ADDRESS  FROM  HENRY  A.  WISE,  OF  VA. 

to  my  constituents. 

I  was  second  to  Mr.  Graves,  in  his  late  duel  with 
Mr.  Cilley.  Its  catastrophe  has  brought  upon  me 
much  odium  and  reproach.  Your  representative 
is  accountable  to  you  tor  his  personal  as  well  as 
his  political  conduct;  forby  it  he  is  worthy  of  you, 
or  you  are  dishonored.  I  owe  you  an  explanation, 
then,  and  I  make  it  most  cheerfullv,  because  I 
know  that  you  would  gladly  receivemy  vindica- 
tion. 

Judge  me,  then;  you  have  the  right.  For  what? 
Murder?  No.  AH'the  false  witnesses  who  pander 
for  passion  or  prejudice  could  not  convince  you  that 
/  am  a  murderer.  For  dishonoi?  Worse  than 
murder!  The  certificate  of  Mr  Cilley's  second 
will  assure  you  that  lie  took  not  Ihe  least  exception 

to  my  course.     For  participating  in  a  duel,  then 

my  own  or  that  of  another— «;  \itl>  For  that  you 
sAo»W  judge  me.  That  is  my  offence.  I  admit  it; 
and  all  I  can  dare  ask  is,  that  you  will  judge  me 
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fairly    according  to  that  public  sentiment  which  .consent  to  be  involved  in  personal  dillicullics  with  I 
prevails  among  yourselves.  conductors   of   public  journals   for    wint    he  had  '  I 


When  I  went  into  the  sitlina;  room  at  Mr.  Birth's 
■et  a  gentleman  whom  I  look  to  be  Mr.  Willia 


Whij  act  us  second  for  another, u-herc  there  was  no    lhoU"-ht  nrooer  to  sav  in  rlehTl,.  iinnn  il,«  n ,.  i    .i, ~=»'";. "■•••"""■  »  'u..k  lu  uu  i>ir.  h  Miiams, 

obligalion  to  act?     There  was  an  obligation.      I  that  Ke  d  dZt  dec  i'fe     ,on  aiv  Derso  ilobl^r  i?n    I     '  ""T-  '™'",A>'""'^-  "^V---  conversed  a  few  min- 

never  acted  as  second  for  a  friend  but^vilh  two  to  ccd.  Av'ebb  as  a  git   'Ln  "^  "rI r    Gra w4  »  k "    '  f' o,  /  N^  ",',"  ^''7*  '"""^  Mr.  Pierce,  the  seualo, 

,t,ves:  first    /.  be  in  a   position  ,o  reconcile  his  whether  I  thought^tl>a   a  s    er  sa  i^'fac  o  v^        r.*^  I  rm  i'"?^.    ^'^.I^^'r-  ^^^I"?.  '"..followed   by  Mr. 


difference,  if  J  could;  second,  tos;uard  his  honor  and 
his  life,  if  I  could  not.  I  fell  bound  to  do  this  lor 
a  friend  in  this  instance.  /  especially  have  been 
so  situated  as  to  compel  me  to  admit  this  obliga- 
tion; for,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  my  protection, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  you  here,  has  de- 
pended upon  my  own  trusty  xeeajjon,  and  a  trusty 
friend,  upon  whom  I  have  been  daily  liable  to  cull  to 
discharge  the  same  obliiralion  to  me.  Mr.  Graves  is 
one  upon  whom  I  would  have  called;  and  I  felt  obli- 
ged to  do  for  him,  u-hal  I  tvould  have  called  on  him 
to  do  for  me. 

But,  though  competent  to  guard  his  lionorand  his 
life,  teas  I  competent  to  reconcile  his  difference?     It 
is  said  that  I  myself  was  hostile  to  his  antAg(uiist. 
If  so,  I   may  have  been   incompetent.     But'/  sol- 
emnly deny   that  I  was  hostile  to  Mr.   Cilley.     God 
knows  whether  I  did  not  feel  far  more  sympathy 
for  him  than  many  who  pretend  to  deplore  his  fate. 
There  had  been  a  slight  misunderstanding  between 
us  in  debate,  which  passed  olf  with  the"  moment, 
and  left  not  the  trace  of  animosity  behind.     True, 
there  was  never,  before  or  after  that  occasion,  any 
intimacy  between  us,  because  we  were  never  ac- 
quainted; but  I  was  purely  and  proudly  conscious  of 
no  malice  towards  that  man,  or  I  never  could  have 
consented  to  bear  him  a  challenge.     But,  hostile  to 
him  or  not,  and  though  hostility  might  have  prompt- 
ed to  incite  another  to  seek  his  life — dark,  and  deep, 
and  deadly  hate  must  that  have  been!  yet,  my  con- 
duct proves  that  I  did  earnestly  endeavor  to  prevent 
fhesheddingof  his  blood,  by  reconciling  his  dilfer- 
ence  with  my  Iriend;  and  the  history  of  the  tragedy 
proves,  that  not  only  I,  biit  ;wo  other  gcntleme^,  of 
known  character  and  standing,  who   were   never 
accused  of  hostility  to  him,  aiul  who  might  have 
overruled  me  by  their  voices  and  influence,  could 
not  reconcile  that  ditference,  or  prevent  its  result. 
That  history  I  now  submit  to  you  as  I  sh.ill  detail 
it,  under  the  solemn  sanction  ol  an  oath,  to  a  coin- 
,mittcee  of  congress  now  investigating  the  causes 
iwhich  led  to  Mr.  Cilley's  death.   The  reportof  that 
icominittee  I  will  send  you   as  soon  as  it  is   made 
jand  printed.      This  statement  supplies   what  the 
(M/ii  statement  of  Mr.  Jonesand  myself  omits,  and 
that  wliich  it  could   not  contain,  because  he  could 
not  vouch  for  what  I  alone,  or  others  than  himself, 
'tnew.     And  I  send  this  in  advance  of  the  report  of 
'he  committee,  to  arrest,  in  the  midst  of  e.^traordi- 
lary  excitement,  that  torrent  of  defamation  which 
IS  now  pouriiigrrom  the  vials  of  thf  wrath  of  those 
li^-ho  would   delight  to  destroy   my  reputation  and 
isefilness  as  a  public  servant.  I  send  it  to  suspend 
i'our  judgment  until  I  can  be  fully  heard;  to  prevent 
.-ou  from  blushing  for  me,  until!  am  put  to  shime 
)y  the  truth;  and  to  stay  your  condetnnalion  until  I 
im  fairly  convicted  by  credible  e\  idence. 

HEXRY  A.   WISE. 


.viiiiuir  I  inougni  mat  answer  satis  actorv?     1  re-    C     ev      Dirprii.-  .,f>„.     ,i   .■        .i  V-" 

plied  that  it  certainly  was  satisfactory;  "  hat   the  I  Mr  Tvill^ms     L^nd  M     p"°  "  f^'f^'r"- 

reasons  fordcclining  to  receive  the  note  weie  ve  y  I   eti'red  in  to  an  ad  ^inii     ^     V"'  ^°°"  ?"T'',','"' 


STATE.MEN'T. 

The  hoii.  Jonathan  Cilley,  late  a  member  of  the 
jiouse  of  representatives,  fell  in  a  duel  with  the 
jion.  Will.  J.  Graves,  fairly  fought  between  the 
ours  of  3  p.  m.  and  4  p.  m.,  Saturday,  the  24th 
ay  of  February,  ISSS,  the  challenge  of  which  he 
■eely  accepted,  and  the  terms  of  which,  as  to  time, 
I  lace,  weapons,  and  distance,  he  himself,  or  his 
Iriends  for  him,  prescribed. 
As  to  the  causci  which  led  to  this  duel  I  am  not 
le  most  competent  witness.  I  presume  that  the 
fon.  \Vm.  J.  Graves  himself  can  inform  the  com- 
tiittce  better  than  any  one  else,  from  the  nature  of 
le  case,  of  the  facts  and  influences  which  operated 
n  him  to  call  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  field. 
I  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Graves 
ore,  or  was  about  to  bear,  a  note  from  cnl.  Webb 
1  Mr.  Cilley.  I  ni;ver  saw  that  note  until  the  26lh 
f  February,  two  days  after  the  duel.  On  tlie  21st 
f  February,  Mr.  Graves  informed  me  that  he  had 
orne  a  note  to  Mr.  Cilley  from  col.  Webb,  calling 
ir  explanation.  I  rebuked  him  for  having  done 
),  upon  the  ground  that  his  own  previous  relations 
■ith  col.  Webb  did  not  justify  the  latter  in  impos- 
igupon  him  such  an  office  audits  responsibilities. 
>  replied,  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  taken  time  to  give 
im  an  answer;  and  we  separated  after  a  very  short 
iterview. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Graves  called  me  out  from  my 
!at  in  the  house,  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
•en  Mr.  Cilley  again,  and  then,  for  the  first  time, 
^tailed  to  me'  what  Mr.  Cilley  had  said  in  siib- 
ance,  verbally,  durinj  their  interviews:  That, 
in  declininz  to  receive  the  note,  he  hoped  it  would 
It  be  thought  disrespectful  to  him,  (Mr.  Graves;) 


had  to  do  was,  to  return  the  note  to  col.  Widib 
with  this  answer  of  Mr.  Cilley.  lie  said  Mr' 
Cilley's  answer  was  verbal,  merely;  that  to  prevent 
any  error  in  stating  it  to  col.  Webb,  and  to  avoid 
all  controversy  with  Mr.  Cilley,  in  regard  to  its  sub- 
stance or  terms,  he  would  get'him  to  put  it  in  wri- 
ting. And  he  left  me,  as  I  thought,  for  the  purpose 
ol  obtaining  from  Mr.  Cilley  a  ivritlcn  ansu-cr.  I 
returned  to  my  seat,  and  neither  saw  nor  heard 
any  of  the  interviews  between  Mr.  Cilley  and  Mr. 
Graves,  nor  do  I  know  when  or  where  Ihey  occur- 
red, or  what  transpired  at  (hem,  except  what  I  have 
been  since  told  by  Mr.  Graves. 

On  the  morning  ofthe  22d,  l\Ir.  Graves  informed 
me  that  he  had  called  on  Mr.  Cilley,  and  requested 
him  to  put  his  answer  in  writing;  that  Mr.  Cilley 
had  requested  him  first  to  address  him,  (Mr.  Cilley') 
a  note,  inquiring  of  him  what  he  had  said;  tliat  he 
had  written  to  him  a  note,  (the  first  in  their  corres- 
pondence,) and  handed  it  to  him  in  person,  and 
that  for  answer,  he  had  received  the  first  note  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  which  he  then  exhibited  to  me.  Mr. 
Graves  was  highly  incensed  at  the  tenor  of  this 
note,  and  I  confess  that  it  greatly  surprised  me, 
fler  what  Mr.  Graves  told  ine  he  liad  said  verbally 
1  their  interviews.  Mr.  Graves  regarded  the 
note — 

First,  as  denying  what  he  had  alleged  to  lii= 
friends  Mr.  Cilley  had  said  to  him  in  conversa- 
tion. I 

Secondly,  as  contemptuous  and  insulting  to  col. 
Webb,  whoie  note  he  had  borne. 

Thirdly,  as  placiu','  Mr.  Graves  himself  in  the 
humiliating  attitude  of  supplication  to  him,  (Mr. 
Cilley)  to  relieve  him,  (Mr.  Graves)  from  "an  un- 
pleasant situation." 

Foiirllily.  as  saying,  in  effect,  "I  do  not  recog- 
nise col.  Webb  to  be  a  gentleman,  sir,  but  I  res- 
pect you  as  one;"  thereby  inviting  Mr.  Graves  to 
substitute  himself  for  colonel  Webb. 

Such  was  the  construction  which  Mr.  Graves 
put  upon  th.it  letter,  and  I  could  not  see,  and  can- 
not now,  what  other  construction  ho  could  have 
put  upon  it,  taken  in  connection  with  the  conversa- 
tions which  he  averred  had  passed  p.eviously  be- 
tween thenr.  it  seemed  wholly  irreconcileahle  with, 
and  contradictory  to,  what  had  passed  between 
them  verbally.  But,  upon  due  consideration,  he 
determined  to  off'er  Mr.  Cilley  again  an  opportuni- 
ty to  explain.  He  prepared  his  second  letter,  and 
s'-nt  it  to  Mr.  Cilley  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Mene- 
fee,  as  he  has  since  informed  me;  I  know  nothing 
of  what  passed  between  Mr.  Cilley  and  Mr.  Me- 
nefee. 

During  the  sitting  of  the  house  on  the  22d,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  3  p.  m.  and  4  p.  m.,  I  think, 
Mr.  Graves  came  to  me  with  Mr.  Cilley's  reply,  in 
which  he  denied  the  right  of  Mr.  Graves  to  pro- 
pound the  question  in  his  second  note,  and  re- 
quested me  to  bear  to  M.-.  Cilley  a  challenge  which 
he  had  already  written,  and  which  he  placed  in 
my  hands.  I  expressed  my  reluctance  to  be  the 
bearer,  told  him  I  would  confer  with  him  again 
upon  the  subject,  and  returned  to  my  seat  to"  at- 
tend to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
disturbances  on  the  Canadian  frontier;  I  addressed 
the  house  that  evening,  soon  alter  which  the  house 
adjourned. 

Mr.  Graves  walked  with  me  from  the  capilol  (o 
rny  boarding  house.  I  then  repeated  my  objections 
to  be  the  b-ar.T  of  his  challenje,  and  insisted  that 
I  would  not  bear  it  that  evening;  that  I  wanied 
lime  for  refl'Ction;  that  I  could  not  do  that  service, 
under  any  circumstances,  except  for  an  intimate 
friend,  who  would  make  a  like  sacrifice,  and  incur 
a  like  responsibility  for  me:  that  I  regarded  him  as 
uch  a  fiiend,  who  had  in  fact  shown  every  disposi- 
tion to  stand    by  me  upon    trying  occasions;  but   I 


,    ,         ,,  - m  that  I  bore  him 

a  note  from  Mr.  (raves.  He  said,  "I  will  receive 
>t,  sir.  handed  himthe  challenge;  he  read  it,  and 
.said  ''Mr.  Pierce,  or  some  other  Iriend,  sir,  will 
hand  Mr  Graves  my  answer."  I  bo»ed  and  we 
parted.  I  went  immediately  to  the  house,  and  in 
tne  evening,  alter  its  adiourninent,  Mr.  Jones  came 
to  my  room,  and  handed  Mr.  Cilley's  acceptance  to 
Mr.  Graves,  as  described  in  our  joint  statement.  Mr 
Graves,  expecling  to  have  a  fight  with  pistols,  had 
come  to  my  room  to  examine  a  pair  I  had,  and  see 
whether  they  would  suit  him.  He  had  not  been 
practised  in  the  use  of  any  weapon,  he  told  me  and 
desired  me  to  have  my  pistols  put  in  oriler  to  go 
out  with  himthe  next  morning,  and  instruct  him 
liow  to  use  them. 

Soon  after,  Air.  Jones  furnished  me  with  the 
terms  ol  the  meeting.  I  left  iny  room  with  Mr. 
Menefee,  w!io  had  come  in  just  as  ^Mr.  Jones  and  I 
were  parting,  about  (i  p.  m.  I  think,  to  show  the 
terms  to  some  of  Mr.  Giaves's  fiiends,  and  to  sub- 
nut  to  them  whether  they  should  be  accepted  fliev 
were  condemned  as  barbarous,  and  such  as  miclit 
properly  be  declined;  hut  it  was  thought  that  Ihev 
were  intended  to  intimidate;  that  the  distance  was 
so  great  as,  in  some  measure,  to  miti.rate  the  seve- 
iily  of  the  weapon,  and,  therefore,  fwas  advised 
that  Ihey  should  be  accepted.  Indeed,  it  was 
thought  that  the  acceptance  of  such  terms  might 
avoid  the  duel  altogether,  inasmuch  as  the  plain  cb- 
ject  ol  such  propositions  was  either  to  make  the 
duel  fatal,  or  to  deter  Mr.  Graves  from  accepting 
them;  and  if  the  latter  was  the  object,  the  party 
proposing  was  most  likely  to  fly  liom  the  terms 
himself. 


lat  he  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not  I  ing  house,  and  handed  him  the  paper. 


I  consented  to  accept  the  terms  reluclanlly  and 
before  I  did  accept  them,  I  endeavored  to  ascertain 
whether  they  could  be  complied  with,  by  procuring 
a  weapon  within  the  appointed  lime.  I  rode  to 
four  dilieient  places  to  inquire  whether  a  fit  wea- 
pon could  be  got,  and  after  a  vain  search  lor  seve- 
ral hours,  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  room,  and  handed 
him  my  first  note,  about  9  o'clock,  p.  m.  In 
that  note  I  was  particular  to  name  that  "there 
should  he  but  one  ball  to  lessen  the  chances  of 
a  fatal  shot,  by  confining  the  parties  to  the  "down- 
ward  horizontal  position,"  until  the  word  ''fire  " 
thus  shortening  the  time  in  which  they  could  take 
aim;  and  not  knowing  where  to  get  a  rifle  or  whe- 
Iher  one  could  be  got,  the  main  object  of  the  note 
w.ns  to  gain  time.  I  wished  to  gain  time,  not  only 
to  procure  a  fit  rifle,  but  to  ailord  an  opporlunily 
il  possible,  to  prevent  the  meeting.  Indeed  I  re- 
marked to  Mr.  Jones  verbally,  that  I  knew'of  no 
person  to  whom  I  could  apply  with  certainty  of 
getting  a  tried  weapon  in  the  cily  of  Washington 
and  I  expected  to  be  obliged  to  send  to  Philadel- 
phia for  one.  He  seemed  to  intimate  that  the 
time  could  not  be  postponed  for  that  purpose:  said 
that  there  must  be  fit  weapons  here,  and  asked  if  I 
could  not  procure  one  from  the  arsenal.^  I  replied, 
that  I  should  not  risk  an  untried  rifle,  and  lold  liiin 
that  I  would  be  obliged  if  he  could  inform  me 
where  a  fit  rifle  could  be  got.  I  fixed  upon  the  hour 
ol  II  a.  m.  the  next  day,  as  the  latest  period 
when  I  would  inform  Mr.  Jones  whether  Mr. 
Graves  could  be  ready.  I  informed  Mr.  Graves  of 
what  I  liad  done,  and  retired  to  rest. 

About  2  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Menefee  came  to 
my  room,  awoke  me  out  of  sleep,  and  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Graves's  friends  had  procured  for  him  a 
rifle,  but,  he  said,  it  was  in  exceedingly  bad  order. 
The  owner  of  it  has  since  ti.ld  me  tTiat  it  had  not 
been  used  for  more  than  eighteen  months,  and  it 
was  very  rusty.  I  directed  Mr.  Menefee  to  have 
it  cleaned  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  it  must  be 
tried  in  the  morning  before  Mr.  Graves'  life  was 
hazarded  on  it. 
Early  the  next  morning,  I  went  to  the  room  of 
hoped  that  something  might  yet  be  done  to  avoid  ]  the  hon.  Mr.  Hawcs,  where,  according  to  ai.noint- 
the  alternative  he  had  chosen;  and  that  I  must  be  '  ment  with  Mr.  Menefee  the  night  previous  I  cx- 
permilted  to  delay  the  delivery  of  it  until  the  next  pectrd  to  meet  Mr.  Graves.  Not  finding  Mr  Graves 
day.  if  1  delivered  it  at  all.  I  prevailed  on  him  to  there,  I  returned  to  Miss  Queen's,  my  own  boardine 
wait  until  the  next  morning,  when  he  called  upon  ;  house,  to  breakfast,  and  found  on  rny  table,  about 
me  again;  said  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  change  '  8  o'clock  a.m.  the  note  of  Mr.  Jones,  informing 
his  determination;  took  the  challenge  and  changed  !  me  that  he  would  be  at  Dr.  Reilly's  until'll  o'clock 
its  phraseology;  (I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  first  he    a.  m.  on  the  2)(h.  ' 

put  into  my  hands,  nor  do  I  recollect  its  terms;)  ;  At  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  I  went  to  Dr.  Reilly's,  and 
and  insisted  that  I  should  deliver  it  before  the  house  wrote  Mr.  Jones  a  note  that  Mr.  Graves  could  not 
met,  on  the  22d  of  February.  I  was  prevailed  on  be  ready  by  12  m.,  and  that  I  would  inform  him 
to  do  so;  and  accordingly,  a  few  minutes  before  12  by  12  1-2  m.  when  he  could  be  ready.  I  was  still 
■".  on  Friday  the  22d,  I  called  at  Mr.  Cilley's  board- 1  anxious  to  delay  the  meeting,  and  desirous  (o  throw 


I  obstacles  in  the  way  of  it  for  that  day.     At  about 
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10  1-2  a.  m.  I  found  Mr.  Graves  at  the  arsenal, 
where  he  went  to  have  the  rille  cleaned,  and  I  saw 
him  try  it  several  times  at  a  marli.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly awkward,  shot  badly,  and  I  by  no  means 
liked  the  rille  he  had.  I  feared  very  much  the  con- 
sequences of  going  out  with  him  under  such  a  to- 
tal want  of  preparation,  and  skill,  and  was  still 
more  than  ever  anxious  lor  delay,  as  were  his  other 
friends.  But  on  my  return  to  my  room,  about  11 
1-2  a.  m.  I  found  two  notes  from  Mr.  Jones,  a  rifle, 
a  powder  flask,  with  powder  and  ball  in  it,  lying  on 
my  table. 

The  first  note,  dated  10  1-2  a.  m.  in  reply  to 
mine  of  10  a.  m.,  stated  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
"the  pleasure  to  inform"  me  that  he  had  '■•an  excel- 
lent rifle,  in  good  order,  which  was  at  Ike  seioice 
of  Mr.  Graves."  The  second  note,  which  had  not 
been  delayed  for  an  answer  to  the  first,  dated  half 
an  hour  only  after  the  first,  tendered  to  me,  "for  the 
use  of  Mr.  Graves  the  rifle  referred  to,"  and  there 
were  the  rifle  and  its  appendages.  These  notes  and 
that  rifle  hastened  the  meeting.  I  dared  delay  no 
longer,  without  danger  of  a  taunt  lor  cowardice. 
Mr.  Graves  should  have  gone  upon  the  ground,  af- 
ter this,  under  every  disadvantage;  but  he  should 
not  have  used  the  rifle  sent  him,  because,  though 
"an  excellent  rifle,  in  good  order,"  Mr.  Cilleij  had, 
of  course,  preferred  another  to  it;  and  if  Mr.  Graves 
had  missed  with  it,  and  been  killed,  I  would  have 
been  justly  chargeable  with  his  death.  The  meet- 
ing was  then  to  be  had  as  soon  as  Mr.  Graves'  rifle 
could  be  cleaned,  as  a  surgeon  could  be  got,  and  as 
the  parties  could  reach  a  held  out  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  I  saw  Mr.  Jones  immediately,  and  we 
agreed  upon  3  o'clock,  p.m.  as  said  in  our  joint 
statement 

I  returned  to  Mr.  Hawes'  room,  where  Mr. 
Graves  was,  and  informed  him  of  the  appointment. 
He  then  selected  the  lion.  John  J.  Crittenden,  of 
the  senate,  and  the  hon.  R.  H.  Menelee,  of  the 
house,  as  the  friends  whom  I  was  to  consult.  Mr. 
Graves  retired,  and  whilst  the  rifle  was  being  clean- 
ed, I  then  submitted  to  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr. 
Menefee  the  question,  distinctly — what  ahould  be 
done  ill  case  the  parties  missed?  We  were  all  sure 
that  Mr.  Graves  would  miss  oflen. 

I  undi-rstood  positively  Irom  Mr.  Graves,  that  he 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  any  admi.'^sion  short  of 
what  Mr.  Cilley  had  made  to  him,  verbally,  in  their 
interviews.  Our  object,  then,  was  to  adopt  or  sug- 
gest some  form,  or  explanation,  or  admission,  which 
should  be  as  easy  as  po.ssible  for  Mr.  Cilley  to 
make,  and  which  should  satisfy  Mr.  Graves.  This 
was  our  stud}',  and  we  unanimously  decided  that 
immediately  after  the  first  fire  I  should  propose  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  or  his  second,  that  he  should  assign 
some  such  reason,  or  make  some  such  disclaimer, 
for  declining  to  receive  col.  Webb's  note  from  Mr. 
Graves,  as  he  had  made  to  Mr.  Graves  in  their  pri- 
vate conversation.  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Mene- 
fee wrote  down  what  they  thought  Mr.  Graves 
should  be  satisfied  with.     The  one  wrote: 

"That  in  declining  to  receive  from  Mr.  Graves 
the  note  from  colonel  Webb,  Mr.  Cilley  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  considerations  affecting  the  honor  of 
col.  Webb." 

The  other  wrote: 

"Mr.  Cilley  states  that  he  did  not  decline  to  re- 
ceive colonel  Webb's  communication  from  Mr, 
Graves  in  consequence  of  any  personal  exception 
to  colonel  Webb  as  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of 
honor." 

To  these  I  added  another  form  of  admission, 
which  should  be  accepted  as  satisfactory: 

"Mr.  Cilley  declined  to  receive  the  communica- 
tion from  colonel  Webb,  at  the  handsof  Mr.  Graves, 
upon  the  ground  that  he,  Mr.  Cilley,  did  not  hold 
himself  answerable  to  colonel  Webb  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives." 

These,  or  any  admission  approaching  in  sub- 
stance to  these,  were  to  be  considered  satisfactory. 
I  carried  the  written  propositions  with  me,  in  my 
pocket, on  the  ground.  The  reason  why  Mr.  Graves 
would  not  be  satisfied  withanythingshortoftlie.se, 
was  because  he  alleged  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  made 
both  these  admissions  to  him  verbally. 

As  to  what  "transpired  on  the  field,"  ftc.  Stc, 
I  must  refer  generally  to  the  statement  published 
by  Mr.  Jones  and  myself.  But,  as  that  statement 
is  only  of  what  occurred  within  out  joint  knowledge, 
besides  the  correspondence  given  upon  information 
of  others,  I  have  a  few  particulars  within  my  own 
knowledge  to  add. 

The  distance  appointed  was  eighty  yards.  It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  the  distance  stepped  olf  by  Air. 
Jones  and  myself,  which  we  did  "pari  passu,"  was 
nearer  one  hundred  yards  than  eighty.  The 
ground   was  measured  before  the  choice   of  po: 


other.     The  choice  of  position  fell  to  me  by  lot. 
The  giving  of  the  word  fell  to  Mr.  Jones. 

I  kept  my  eye  upon  Mr.  Cilley;  it  was  my  duty 
to  see  that  he  obeyed  the  rules.  At  the  first  ex- 
change of  shots,  I  thought  that  he  fired,  though 
perfectly  fair,  too  hurriedly,  and  his  ball  did  not 
reach  Mr.  Graves,  because  he  did  not  raise  his 
rifle  sufficiently  high.  Mr.  Graves  fired  after  Mr. 
Cilicy. 

As  the  rifle  was  put  into  Mr.  Cilley's  hands  the 
second  time,  I  saw,  though  1  could  not  hear,  Mr. 
Jones  giving  him  directions,  as  1  thought,  to  be 
more  deliberate.  I  had  heard  that  he  was  a  fine 
marksman,  and  I  was  extremely  uneasy  for  the 
result.  The  word  was  .given;  Mr.  Graves's  rifle 
went  of  quickly,  and,  as  he  told  me  afterwards,  ac- 
cidentally, and  into  the  ground.  Mr.  Cilley  drew 
lip  very  deliberately,  aimed,  I  feared,  a  deadly  shot, 
and  fired.  1  thought  he  had  hit  Mr.  Graves.  I 
went  to  him,  and  inquired  why  he  shot  so  quick? 
He  said  that  he  must  have  another  shot;  that  Mr. 
Menelee  had  told  him  not  to  put  his  finger  upon 
the  guard,  but  the  trigger  was  too  easy,  and  thai 
he  would  next  time  shoot  his  own  way.  His  rifle 
had  gone  otf  accidentally,  owing  to  his  taking  his 
finger  otf  the  i'uard,  and  insisted  upon  another 
shot. 

It  was  very  apparent  to  me  that  Mr.  Cilley  had 
shot  at  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves.  If,  when  Mr. 
Graves's  rifle  went  off,  without  harm  to  him,  he 
had  discharged  in  the  air,  or  reserved  his  fire,  the 
light  would  have  been  at  an  end;  he  would  not 
again  have  jeoparded  Mr.  Graves's  life,  and  would 
have  saved  his  own.  Mr.  Graves  was  not,  how- 
ever, touched  by  his  ball,  and  I  again  withdrew  the 
challenge,  as  before,  for  explanation. 

It  was  between  the  second  and  third  exchange  of 
shots,  and  after  the  rifles  were  ordered  to  be  again 
loaded  for  the  third  fire,  the  challenge  having  been 
reneweil,  that  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Jones  that  Sir. 
Cilley  should  say  that,  "in  declining  to  receive  col. 
Webb's  note,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr. 
Graves,  either  directly  or  indirectly."  In  making 
this  proposition  1  went  beyond  my  instructions; 
but,  as  I  understood  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  would 
not  say  those  words  alone  nor  without  adding 
words  which  did  away  the  effect  of  the  word  "!/i- 
direclly."  and  which  left  the  parties  exactly  where 
they  were  when  they  carne  upon  the  ground. 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Jones  and  myself  contains 
substantially  all  the  propositions  which  1  remember 
to  have  been  made  on  the  held  for  settling  the  dif- 
ference. But  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  when 
first  the  friends  assembled  at  my  instance,  much 
was  said  by  them  upon  both  sides.  A  debate  was 
likely  to  ensue,  and  lest  a  dispute  or  difl'erence 
should  arise  among  ourselves,  it  was  suggested  Ihat 
the  friends  should  consult  apart  with  the  respective 
seconds,  and  that  the  seconds  should  be  the  organs 
of  announcing  propositions  for  settling  the  dif- 
ference in  the  hearing  of  all.  This  seemed  to  be 
acceded  to  by  all  parties.  I  noted  nothing,  there- 
fore, as  authorized,  except  what  proceeded  from 
Mr.  Jones  himself;  and  consequently,  do  not,  and 
cannot,  attempt  to  report  what  was  said  by  others. 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  Mr.  Cilley  speak 
alter  he  went  on  the  ground.  He  and  Mr.  Graves 
were  ordered  to  their  positions,  after  being  in- 
structed as  to  the  word,  and  they  kept  their  posi- 
tions, eighty  yards  apart,  until  the  fight  ended.  The 
conference  of  seconds  and  friends  were  held  ex- 
actly eqni-distant  from  them — of  course,  forty 
yards  otf. 

I  made  no  proposition  on  the  ground,  and  re- 
jected none,  without  consulting  Mr.  Crittenden  and 
Mr.  Menefee;  and  I  btlieve  that  overy  act  of  mine 
there,  and  throughout  the  whole  affair,  met  with 
their  approbation,  and  that  of  Mr.  Graves. 

It  was  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Graves  himself, 
that  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Jones,  immediately  previ- 
ous to  the  last  exchange  of  shots:  "If  this  matter 
is  not  terminated  this  shot,  and  is  not  settled,  I  will 
propose  to  shorten  the  distance."  Mr.  Graves  had 
no  confidence  in  his  own  shooting, at  so  long  a  dis- 
tance, and  directed  me  positively,  if  they  missed 
repeatedly,  to  prevent  a  prolonga"tion  of  the  alfair 
by  proposing  closer  quarters. 

The  reason  why  Mr,  Graves  insisted  upon  Mr. 
Cilley's  saying,  "either  that  he  declined  to  receive 
the  note  of  colonel  Webb,  because  he  was  not  ac- 
countable for  words  spoken  in  debate,"  or  "that, 
in  declining  to  receive  the  note,  he  did  not  do 
.so  upon  the  ground  of  personal  objection  to  col. 
Webb,  as  a  gentleman,"  was  because  Mr.  Cilley 
had  made  both  these  declarations,  as  Mr.  Grave.! 
alleged  to  his  friends,  to  him  verbally.  He  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  declarations  announced  on 
the  ground,  and  his  friends  could  not  advise  him  to 
accept  them    as  satisfactory,  for   the  reason    that 


tions,  and  I  believe  Ihat  we  both   stenped  with  a  I  llu.v"admitled"noThing' wliYcii'Mr."  CillrVd^^^^ 
view  of  preventing  the  parties  from  hitting  each  I  admit  in  his  written  correspondence,  and  nothing 


which  he  did  admit  in  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Graves.  Mr.  Graves  could  not  be  satisfied  on  the 
fif  Id,  whilst  his  adversaiy  was  before  him  with  a 
rille  in  his  hand,  with  what  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
before,  whilst  looking  at  a  pen  merely  in  his  own 
hand. 

1  have  now  stated  the  facts,  and  the  world  can 
make  its  own  deduction  of  the  causes  wdiich  led  to 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Cilley.  If  I  am  a 
proper  judge  of  those  causes,  and  am  expected  to 
say  what  they  were,  I  will  sum  them  up  in  order: 

First.  Mr.  Cilley,  as  Mr.  Graves  affirmed,  and 
still  alnrms,  denied,  in  wriling,  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer which  he  had  made  to  Mr.  Graves  verbally. 

Second.  He  made  this  written  denial  in  answer 
to  a  letter  of  Mr.  Graves,  which  he  had  himself  re- 
quested to  be  addressed  to  him,  with  a  view  to  form 
a  pretext  for  a  written  admission  of  the  very  facts 
he  denied. 

Third.  He  impeached  the  honor  of  one  for  whom, 
as  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Graves  undertook, by  the  very 
act  of  bearing  bis  note,  to  vouch. 

For  these  causes,  Mr.  Graves  challenged  him  to 
mortal  combat;  and 

Fourth.  When  Mr.  Graves  called  on  him  for 
"Ihat  satisfaction  which  is  recognised  among  gen- 
tlemen," he  prescribed  barbarous  and  savage  terms; 
an  unusual  weapon,  the  most  deadly,  at  the  distance 
selected,  in  the  hands  of  a  good  shot. 

Fifth.  He  precipitated  Ihe  time  of  meeting,  when 
the  second  of  Mr.  Graves  was  avowing  a  want  of 
prepariilion  and  a  desire  for  delay. 

Sixth.  A  weapon,  not  one  of  a  pair,  was  tender- 
ed for  the  use  of  Mr.  Graves,  in  a  manner  that  was 
considered  taunling. 

Seventh.  In  the  second  exchange  of  shots,  Mr. 
Cilley  fired  deliberately  at  Mr.  Graves'  life,  alter 
the  rifle  of  Mr.  Graves  had  gone  off'  accidentally, 
and  without  effect. 

Eighth.  Mr.  Graves  called  Mr.  Cilley  out  upon 
a  point  of  sufficient  importance,  as  he  thought,  to 
cause  a  challenge;  he  did  not  get  the  satisfaction 
he  demanded,  and  he  was  nut  the  man  to  leave  the 
field  without  gaining  that  point,  after  any  number 
of  inefl'ectual  fires. 

And  for  reason  of  all  these  causes  the  combat 
proved  mortal.  Mr.  Cilley  was  killed;  death  might 
have  been  the  fate  of  Mr.  Graves.  Certain  it  is, 
that  Mr.  CJraves  did  not  hold  JMr.  Cilley  accounta- 
ble for  the  exeiciseof  anv  privilege  of  a  member 
of  fhe  house  of  representatives.  There  was  no 
point  of  their  controversy  «  hen  the  plea  of  Mr. 
Cilley's  privilege  of  debate  wouUl  not  have  been 
held  sacred  and  sufficient  by  Mr.  Graves  and  his 
friends.  Mr.  Graves  held  him  accountable  in  de- 
fence only  of  his  own  veracity,  and  of  the  honor 
of  one  for  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  vouch  as  a 
gentleman. 

Such  are  the  more  prominent  causes  known  to 
me  which  made  this  duel  bloody,  which  made  Mr. 
Graves  insist  upon  a  second  and  a  third  exchange 
of  shots,  which  brought  Mr.  Cilley  to  an  untijnely 
end. 

Most  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

From  the  "Globe"  of  Tuesday,  the  \Wi  inst. 

LETTER    FROM    THE    HON.    FRANKLIN    PIERCE. 

Washington,  March  12,  1S3S. 
Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  number  of  "the  At- 
las." a  paper  printed  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  j 
calling  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  letter 
dated  in  this  city  on  the  511)  instant;  the  perusal  of 
which  has  filled  me  with  eqiial  pain  and  surprise. 
In  a  former  letter  in  fhe  same  paper,  it  was  slated 
that  I  was  the  second  of  Mr.  Cilley  in  the  late  tragi- 
cal duel.  This  I  did  not  notice,  because  the  cor- 
rection had  already  gone  abroad,  and  also  for  the 
reason  that  so  far  as  the  immediate  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  deceased  (who  have  occupied  my 
thoughts  almost  exclusively  since  the  melancliolly 
occurrence)  were  concerned,  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
importance.  But  the  letter  to  which  I  now  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  contains  statements 
which  must  be  of  the  most  painlul  interest  to  those 
relalives  as  they  are  to  me:  statements  into  which 
a  regard  to  their  feelings  and  my  own  character 
alike  demand  a  strict  investigation.  I  extract  those 
parts  of  the  letter  which  relahs  particularly  to  my- 
self, and  into  which  I  res|if  cllully  ask  the  "commit- 
tee to  institute  a  ligid  inquiry. 

E.XTRACTS. 

Isl.  "If  Ihe  matter  be  probed  to  the  bottom,  it 
will  be  found  that  Mr.  Cilley  was  sacrificed  by  his? 
own  friends,  who  urged  and  induced  him  to  fightj 
in  the  confident  expectation  that  he  would  killj 
Graves  at  the  first  fire."  [ 

2d.  "But  in  the  interval  between  that  interviewt 
and  the  note  he  received  from  Mr.  Graves  contain-. 
ing  a  written  statement  of  tlie  substance  of  the  con- 
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vcrsation  which  he  was  requested  to  assent  to,  lie 
had  consulted,  it  is  said,  with  his  friend  Mr.  Pierce, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  tlirough  Mr.  Piorce,  with 
that  celebrated  duellist — celebrated  lor  killing  his 
opponents  by  unfair  advantages— Mr.  Benton  of 
Missouri.  No  doubt  others  were  called  into  the 
council.  Mr.  Cilley's  remarkable  skill  with  the 
riile  was  well  known." 

3d.  "When  the  carriage,  containing  Mr.  Cilley's 
body,  drove  up  to  the  door  of  his  boarding  house, 
Mr.  Pierce,  who  boards  in  the  same  house,  is  said 
to  have  run  down  stairs  with  an  air  of  e.\-ultalion, 
calling  out  for  the  news,  and  confident  that  his 
friend  had  been  successful.  The  revulsion  in  his 
feelings,  when  he  learned  the  real  state  of  the  case, 
may  be  imagined." 

With  regard  to  the  first  extract,  I  would  state 
that  I  have  been  a  friend  of  Mr.  Cilley  from  the 
days  of  our  college  life,  and  suppose  I  may  be  one 
of  the  individuals  alluded  to,  but  that  I  never  en- 
tertained orcxpresseil  a  "confident  expectation  that 
he  would  kill  Mr.  Graves;"  but  on  the  contrary,  I 
did  express,  both  before  the  meeting  and  alU-r  the 
)>arties  had  left  the  city,  an  anxious  hope  that  the 
diiference  might  be  settled  without  the  cHusion  of 
blood.  I  never  advised  Mr.  Ciiley  to  accept  the 
challenge,  nor  do  I  know  any  friend  who  did. 

In  relation  to  the  second,  I  state  that  he  did  con- 
sult with  me,  and  that  I  advised  him  by  all  means 
to  avoid  a  personal  diflicully;  if  he  could,  to  make 
his  tirst  note  in  reply  to  Mr.  Graves  acceptable; 
and  1  particularly  suggested  to  him  to  state  that  he 
neither  denied  or  alhrmed  any  thing  with  regard  to 
Mr.  Webb's  character,  as  I  umlerstood  him  to  say 
he  had  done  before,  in  order  that  Mr.  Graves 
should  have  no  cause  to  make  it  a  matter  personal 
to  himself.  At  the  tiuie  the  note  was  written,  I  do 
not  recollect  to  have  heard  from  Mr.  Cilley,  or  any 
other  person,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
the  rifle  at  all. 

When  the  second  note  -was  received,  and  the 
answer  written,  I  suggested  that  he  had  better  in- 
troduce the  sentiment  which  I  knew  he  entertained, 
that  he  regretted  that  his  former  note  wis  not  satis- 
factory, for  the  purjiose  of  manifesting  still  his  dis- 
position for  reconciliation.  Mr.  Cilley  fully  con- 
curred in  all  my  suggestions. 

It  is  due  to  col.  Benton  to  state  tliat  I  never  spoke 
with  him  on  this  subjecl,  until  Friday  afternoon, 
when  the  challenge  had  been  received,  and  Mr. 
Cilley  had  resolved  to  accept  it. 

In  relation  to  the  third  extract  quoted  above,  I 
have  to  state,  that  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  the  foot  of  Third  street, 
on  which  street  were  our  lodgings,  a  messenger  on 
horseback  came  up  and  informed  ms  that  he  had 
come  from  the  field,  and  that  Mr  Cilley  was  killed. 
I  proceeded  immediately  to  our  boarding-house, 
and  announced  the  fact  to  Mr.  Williams,  general 
Wall,  and  the  family.  While  we  were  standing  in 
the  entry,  a  note  from  Mr.  Wise  was  brought  in, 
stating  that  my  friend  was  wounded,  and  that  he 
had  left  him  nearthe  .\nacosta  bridge,  I  asked  one  of 
the  gentlemen  to  take  a  carriage  and  go  out  with 
me.  General  Wall  r.'marked,  that  he  would  pro- 
bably be  brought  in  before  we  could  get  out  of  the 
city.  Jlr.  Williams  went  up  stairs  for  an  outside 
garment;  before  he  returned,  the  carriage  drove  up 
with  the  remains  of  Mr.  Cilley. 

I  trust   the  committee  will   be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  authority  statements  so   injurious 
to  myself  and  others,  have  been  made. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

FKANKLIX  PIERCE. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucet, 

Chairman  of  the  commitlce  of  invcstigalioiu 

The  supreme  court  of  the  UniteJ  States  having 
been  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Cilley, 

I  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  which  we  copy 

j  from  "the  New  York  American." 

iicso/re'/.  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
entertain  a  high  respect  for  the  character  of  the  de- 

[ ceased,  sincerely  deplores   his  untimely  death,  and 

I  sympathize  with  his   bereaved  family  in  the  heavy 
affliction  which  has  fallen  upon  them. 

Hcsolved,  That  with  every  desire  to  manifest 
their  reipect  for  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
the  commitltee  of  the  houtc,  by  whom  they  have 
been  invited,  and  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  cannot,  consis- 
tently with  the  duties  they  owe  to  the  public  attend 
in  their  official  characters,  the  funeral  of  one  who 
has  fallen  in  a  duel. 

Ordered,  That  these  proceedings  be  entered  on 
the  minutes  of  the  court,  and  that  the  chief  justice 
enclose  a  copy  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  house  ol  representatives. 

The  following  resolves,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Codinan,  of  Portland,    were  unanimously   passed 


in  the  Maine  house  of  representatives,  on  Mon- 
day the  12th  inst. 

Hesoh-cd,  That  the  intelligence  of  the  sudden 
death  of  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley,  a  represen- 
tative in  congress  from  this  stale,  has  been  receiv- 
ed with  unfeigned  grief 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  state  hold  in 
high  estimation  the  distinguished  talents  and  public 
services  of  the  deceased,  and  feel  the  deepest  syin- 
palhy  for  his  afllicted  widow,  children  and  friends. 

Jiesotfcd,  That  attested  copies  of  these  resolves 
be  forwarded  to  the  widow  of  the  deccaseil,  and  to 
each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress 
from  this  state. 

Afler  the  above  resolutions  had  been  adojited, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  of  Watirvillc,  introduced  several 
resolutions,  condemning  the  practice  of  duelling, 
which  were  read,  and  assigned  for  a  second  reading. 


SPEECH    OF   MR.    CALHOUN, 

OK    SOl'TII    C.VnoLlNA, 

On  the  stib-lreasun/  hill:  deh'eeroil  in  the  samte  of  the 
Vnitcd  States,  Febnmry  15,  18SS. 

I  regard  this  measure,  which  ha.s  been  so  much 
denounced  as  very  little  more  than  an  alteinpt  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  l-!ie  joint  resolutions  of 
IS  Hi  and  the  deposite  act  of  18:!(i.  The  former  pro- 
vides that  no  notes  but  those  of  specie  paying  banks 
shall  be  received  in  the  dues  of  the  government,  and 
the  latter  that  such  banks  only  shall  be  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  revenues  and  fiscal  agenlsof  the 
government;  but  it  omitted  to  make  provisions  for 
the  contingency  of  a  general  suspension  of  sjiecie 
payments,  sucli  as  is  the  present.  It  lolloweil,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  suspension  in  May  last,  which  to- 
tally separated  the  government  and  the  banks,  that 
the  revenues  were  thrown  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive, where  it  has  since  remained  under  its  exclu- 
sive control,  without  any  leg.al  provision  for  its  safe 
keeping.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  supply  this 
omission;  to  take  the  public  money  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  executive  and  place  it  under  the  ciislody  of 
the  laws,  and  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  a  connexion 
which  has  proved  so  unfortunate  to  both  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  banks.  But  it  is  this  measure, 
originaiing  ill  an  exigency  caused  by  our  own  acts, 
and  that  seeks  to  make  the  most  of  a  change  e/fccted 
by  operation  of  law,  instead  of  attempting  to  inno- 
vate, or  to  make  another  experiment,  as  has  been 
erroneously  represented,  which  has  been  denounced 
mder  the  name  of  the  sub-trcajury  with  such  un- 
'xamplod  bitterness. 

In  lieu  of  this  bill,  an  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed, as  a  substitute,  by  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
furthest  from  the  chair,  (Mr.  Rives,)  which  he  in- 
forms us  is  the  first  choice  of  himself  and  those  who 
agree  with  him,  and  the  second  choice  of  those  with 
whom  he  is  allied  on  this  question.  If  I  may  judge 
from  appearances,  which  can  hardly  deceive,  he 
might  have  said  their  first  choice,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances; and  have  added,  that  despairing  of  a 
national  bank,  the  object  of  their  preference,  they 
have  adopted  his  substitute,  as  the  only  practical 
alternative  at  present.  We  have,  then,  the  question 
thus  narrowed  down  to  this  bill  and  the  proposed 
substitute.  It  is  agreed, on  all  sides,  that  one  or  llie 
other  must  be  selected,  and  that  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  one,  is  lo  reject  or  adopt  the  other.  The  single 
question  then  is,  which  shall  we  choose?  A  deeply 
momentous  question,  which  we  are  now  called  on 
to  decide  in  behalf  of  the  states  of  this  union,  and  on 
our  decision  their  future  destiny  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  depend,  so  lon^  as  their  union  endures. 

In  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  mea- 
...iires,  preparatory  to  a  decision,  I  shall  touch  very 
briefly  on  the  principles  and  details  of  the  hill.  The 
former  is  well  umlerstood  by  the  senate  and  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  the  latter  has  been  so  ably  and  lucidly 
explained  by  the  chairman  of  the  comuiitlec  in  his( 
opening  speech,  as  lo  supercede  the  necessity  of 
further  remarks  on  them  at  Ihisslage  of  the  discus- 
sion. I  propose,  then,  to  limit  myself  to  a  mere 
general  summary,  accompanied  by  a  few  brief  ob- 
servations. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  I  have  already  slated,  is 
to  take  the  public  funds  out  of  the  hands  "of  the  exe- 
cutive, where  they  have  been  thrown  by  the  opera- 
tion of  ouracts,  and  to  place  them  under  the  custody 
of  law;  and  to  provide  for  a  gradual  and  slow,  but  a 
perpetual  separation  between  the  government  and 
the  banks.  It  proposes  to  extend  the  process  of 
separating  to  the  year  18-J."),  receiving,  during  the 
first  year  of  the  series,  the  notes  of  such  banks  as 
may  pay  specie,  and  reducing  thereafter  the  amount 
receivable  in  notes  one-sixth  annually,  till  the  sepa- 
ration shall  be  finally  consummated  at  the  period 
mentioned. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  the  most  simple  and 
effectual  that  an  able  committee  could  devise.  Four 


principal  receivers,  a  few  clerks,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  agents  to  examine  the  slate  of  the  pubUc 
funds  in  order  to  see  that  all  is  right,  at  an  annual 
charge  not  exceeding  forty  or  filly  thousand  dollara 
at  most,  constitute  Ihc  additional  oilicci-s  and  expen- 
ditures required,  to  perform  all  the  functions  liere- 
lofore  dischargid  by  the  banks,  as  depositories  of 
the  public  iiuiney  and  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury. 
This  simple  apparatus  will  place  the  public  treasury 
on  an  imlependent  footing,  and  give  to  the  goverii- 
nienl,  at  all  times,  a  certain  coimnand  of  its  funds 
to  nieet  its  engagements,  and  preserve  its  honor  and 
fiitli  inviolate.  If  it  be  desirable  to  separate  from 
the  banks,  the  government  must  have  some  inde- 
pendent agency  of  its  own  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
public  revenue;  and  if  it  must  have  such  an  agiiicy, 
none,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  devised  more  simple, 
more  economical,  more  ellectiial  and  safe,  than  that 
provided  by  this  bill.  It  is  the  necessary  result  of 
the  separation,  and  to  reject  it,  without  proposing  a 
better,  (if,  indeed,  a  belter  can  be,)  is  to  reject  the 
separation  ilself. 

I  turn  now  lo  the  substitute.  Its  object  is  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  of  the  bill.  It  (iroposcs  to  revive 
the  league  of  slate  banks,  and  to  renew  our  connec- 
tion with  them,  and  which  all  acknowledge  has  con- 
tributed so  much  to  corrupt  the  community,  and  to 
create  a  spirit  of  speculation,  heretofore  unexampled 
in  our  history. 

The  senator  in  offering  it,  whether  wisely  or  not, 
has  at  least  acted  consistently.  He  was  its  advo- 
cate at  first  in  1834,  when  the  alternative  was  be- 
tween it  and  the  recharter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  then  defended  it  zealously  and 
manfully,  against  the  fierce  assaults  of  his  present 
allies,  as  he  now  defends  it,  when  those,  who  then 
sustained  him,  have  abandoned  the  measure.  Whe- 
ther wisely  or  not,  there  is  something  heroic  in  his 
adherence,  and  I  commend  him  for  it;  but  I  fear  I 
cannot  say  as  much  for  his  w  isdom  and  discretion. 
He  acknowledged  with  all  others,  the  disasters  that 
have  followed  the  first  experiment,  but  attributes 
the  failure  to  inauspicious  circumstances,  and  insists 
that  the  measure  has  not  had  a  fair  trial.  I  grant 
that  a  second  experiment  may  succeed,  after  the 
first  has  failed;  hut  the  senator  must  concede,  in  re- 
turn, that  every  fiiilure  must  necessarily  weaken 
confidence,  both  in  the  experiment  and  the  experi- 
menter. He  cannot  be  more  confident  in  making 
this  second  trial  than  he  was  in  the  first;  and  if  1 
doubted  the  success  then,  and  preferred  the  sub- 
treasury  to  his  league  of  banks,  he  must  excuse  me 
for  still  adhering  to  my  opinion,  and  doubting  the 
success  of  his  second  trial.  Nor  ought  he  to  be  sur- 
prised, that  those  who  joined  him  in  the  first  should 
be  rather  shy  of  trying  the  experiment  again,  after 
having  been  blown  into  the  air,  and  biuiit  and  scald- 
ed by  the  explosion.  But,  if  the  senator  has  been 
unfortunate  in  failing  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
those  who  aided  him  in  the  first  trial,  he  has  been 
compensated  by  securing  the  support  of  those  who 
were  then  opposed  to  him.  They  are  now  his  zeal- 
ous supporters.  In  contrasting  their  course  then 
and  now,  I  intend  nothing  personal.  I  make  no 
charge  of  inconsistency,  nor  do  1  intend  to  imply  it. 
Jly  object  is  truth,  and  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  one,  or  any  parly.  I  know  that  to  make  out  a 
chaige  of  inconsistency,  not  only  the  question,  but 
all  the  material  circumstances  must  be  the  same. 
A  change  in  either,  may  make  a  change  of  vote  ne- 
cessary; and,  with  a  material  variation  in  circum- 
stances, we  are  often  compelled  to  vary  our  course, 
in  order  to  preserve  our  principles.  In  this  case,  I 
conceive  that  circumstances,  as  far  as  the  present 
allies  of  the  senator  are  concerned,  have  materially 
changed.  Then  the  option  was  between  a  recharter 
of  the  late  bank  and  a  league  of  state  banks;  but 
now  the  former  is  out  of  the  uiieslion,  and  the  option 
is  between  such  a  league  ancl  a  total  separation  from 
the  banks.  This  being  the  alternative,  they  may 
well  lake  that,  «  hich  they  rejected  in  1834,  without 
suljecting  themselves  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency, 
or  justly  exposing  themselves  to  the  imputation  of 
change  of  principle,  or  opinion.  I  acquit  them, 
then,  of  all  such  charges.  They  doubtless  think 
now,  as  they  formerly  did,  of  the  measure,  which 
they  then  denounced  and  rejected,  but  which  a 
change  of  circumstances  now  compel  them  to  sup- 
port. But  in  thus  acquitting  them  of  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  they  must  excuse  me  if  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  fact,  that  their  opinion  remains  unchang- 
ed, as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill — against  the 
substitute.  The  choice  is  between  them.'  They 
are  in  the  opposite  scales.  To  take  from  the  one  is, 
in  effect,  to  add  to  the  other;  and  any  objeclioo 
against  the  one,  is  an  argument  equally  strong  in 
favor  of  the  other.  I  then  do  avail  myself  of  their 
many  powerful  objections  in  '34  against  the  mea- 
sure, which  this  substitute  proposes  now  lo  revive. 
I  call  to  my  aid,  and  press  into  my  service  every 
denunciation    they  then   uttered,  and  every  argu- 
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ment  they  then  so  successfully  urged  against  it. 
They,  no,  we  (lor  I  was  then,  iis  now,  irreconcile- 
ably  opposed  to  the  measure)  charged  airamst  it, 
and  proved  what  we  charged,  that  it  pla.:ed  the  purse 
and  the  sword  in  the  same  hands;  that  it  would  be 
the  source  of  boundless  patronage  and  corruption, 
and  fatal  in  its  consequences  to  the  currency  of  the 
country;  and  I  now  avail  myself  of  these,  and  all 
other  objections,  then  urged  by  us,  in  as  full  force 
against  this  substitute,  as  if  you  were  again  to  rise 
in  your  places  and  repeat  them  now;  ami  of  course, 
as  so  many  arguments,  in  elfect,  in  favor  of  the  bill; 
and  on  their  strength  I  claim  your  vote  in  its  favor, 
unless,  indeed,  still  stronger  objections  can  be  urged 
against  it.  I  say  stronger,  because  time  has  proved 
the  truth  of  all  that  was  tlien  said  against  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  to  be  revived  by  this  substitute. 
What  was  then  prediction  is  now  i'act.  But  what- 
ever objections  have  been,  or  may  be  urged  against 
the  bill,  however  strong  they  may  appear  in  argu- 
ment, remain  yet  to  be  tested  by  the  unerring  test  of 
time  and  experience.  Whether  they  shall  ever  be 
realized  must  be  admitted  even  by  those  who  may 
have  the  greatest  confi  lence  in  them,  to  be  at  le.ist 
uncertain;  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisiloin  and  pru- 
dence, where  objections  are  equally  i^trong  against 
two  ra  "asures,  to  prefer  that  wdnch  is  yet  untried,  to 
that  which  has  been  tried  ami  failed.  Against  this 
conclu-iion,  there  is  but  one  escape. 

It  may  be  said  that  we  are  sometimes  compelled, 
in  the  midst  of  the  many  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces in  which  we  may  be  placed,  to  preler  that,  which 
is  of  itself  the  more  objectionable,  to  that  which  is 
less  so ;  because  the  former  may  more  probably  lead, 
in  the  end,  lo  some  desired  result,  than  the  latter. — 
To  apply  the  principle  to  this  case,  it  may  be  said 
that  Ihe  subslitnte,  though  of  itself  objectionable,  is 
to  be  prefeiTed,  because  it  woukl  more  probably  lead 
to  tile  establishment  of  a  naiioiial  bank,  than  the 
bill  which  yon  believe  to  be  the  only  certain  .  emeily 
for  all  the  disorders  tliat  alli^ct  the  currency.  I  ad- 
mit the  position  to  be  sound  in  princijde,  but  it  is 
cue  exceedingly  bold  and  full  of  danger  in  practice 
and  oiig'it  never  to  be  acted  on,  bit  in  extreme  ca 
ses.  aiivl  where  there  is  a  rational  prosjiect  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  ultimately  aimed  at.  The  appli- 
ca'ion,  in  this  case,  I  must  think,  would  be  rashness 
ilsell.  It  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  the  sncces: 
of  eitlier,  whichever  may  be  adopteii,  the  bill  or  the 
substitute,  would  be  fatal  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank.  It  can  never  put  down  a  suecessliil 
measure  to  take  its  place;  and,  ot  course,  that 
which  is  most  likely  to  fail,  and  re-plnnge  the  coun- 
try into  all  tho  disasters  of  a  disordered  currency,  is 
that  which  would  most  probably  leail  to  ihe  restora- 
tion of  a  national  banlc  ;  and  to  pr:'fer  the  substi- 
tute on  that  account  is,  in  fict,  to  prefer  it  because 
it  is  the  worst  of  Ihe  two.  Bui  are  you  certain  thai 
another  explosion  would  be  followed  by  a  bank  ? 
We  have  already  tiad  two;  and  it  is  far  more  proba- 
ble, tnat  the  third  would  impress,  universally  and 
indelibly,  on  the  public  mind,  that  there  was  some- 
thing radically  and  incurably  wrong  in  the  system 
which  would  blow  up  the  whole  concern,  national 
bank  and  all. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion,  I 
would  say,  yon  have  pursued  a  course  on  this  sub- 
ject unfortunate  both  for  yourselves  and  counlry. 
You  are  op,iosed  both  to  the  league  of  banks,  and  the 
sub-treasury.  Yo  i  prefer  a  national  bank;  and 
regard  it  as  Ihe  only  safe  and  certain  regulator  of 
the  currency,  but  consider  it,  for  the  present,  out  o 
the  question,  and  are  therefore  compelled  to  choose 
between  the  other  two.  By  supporting  the  substi- 
tute, you  will  be  held  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
and  disasters  that  may  lollovv  the  revival  of  the  pet 
bank  system,  as  it  has  been  called,  with  the  almost 
certain  defeat  of  your  lirst  and  cherished  choice  ; 
and  those  you  oppose  will  reap  all  Ihe  benefits  of 
the  power,  patronage  and  inlluence,  which  it  may 
place  in  their  hands,  wilhoiit  incurring  any  portion 
of  the  responsibility.  But  that  is  not  all.  The  sue 
cess  of  the  substitute  would  be  the  defeat  of  the  bill, 
which  would,  in  like  manner,  place  on  you  the  res- 
ponsibility of  its  defeat,  and  give  those  you  oppose, 
all  the  advantage  of  havingsupported  it  without  any 
of  the  responsibility,  that  would  have  belonged  to 
it,  had  it  been  adopted.  Had  a  dillerent  coiirs^' been 
taken— had  you  joined  in  aiding  to  extend  the  cus- 
tody of  Ihe  laws  over  the  public  revenue,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  where  your  own  acts  have 
placed  it,  and  for  which  you,  of  course,  are  respon- 
sible, throwing  the  blame  at  the  same  time  on  those 
to  whom  you  attribute  the  present  disordered  slate 
of  Ihe  currency,  the  burthen  of  the  responsibility 
you  would  bate  stood  ready  to  profit  by  events.  I 
the  sub-treasury,  contrary  to  your  anticipation,  sue 
ceeded,  as  patriots,  you  woiilil  have  cause  to  rejoici 
in  Ihe  unexpected  good.  If  it  failed,  you  would 
have  the  credit  of  having  aiiticipateil  the  result,  and 
might  theu  after  a  double  triumph  of  sagacity  and 


foresight,  have  brought  forward  your  favorite  meas- 
ure, with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  when  every 
other  had  failed.  By  not  taking  this  course,  you 
have  lost  the  only  prospect  of  establishing  a  national 
bank. 

Nor  has  your  course,  in  my  opinion,  been  fortu- 
nate for  the    country.     Had    it   been    different,  the 

leiicy  -question  would  have  been  decided  at  the 
called  session  ;  and  had  it  been  decided  then,  the 
counlry  would  this  day  have  been  in  a  much  better 
condition  :  at  least  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial section  to  the  north,  where  the  derangement  of 
Ihe  cuirency  is  felt  the  most  severely.  The  south  is 
comparatively  in  an  easy  condition. 

Such  arc  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way 
of  Ihe  substitute  at  the  very  threshold.  Those  be- 
yond  are  vastly  greater,  as  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
show,  lis  object  as  I  have  stated,  is  to  revive  the 
league  ot  state  banks,  and  the  first  question  pre- 
sented for  consideration  is.  how  is  ihis  to  be  done — 
how  is  Ihe  league  to  be  formed  f  how  stimulated 
into  life  when  lormed  ;  and  what  afler  it  has  been 
revived,  would  be  the  true  character  of  Ihe  league 
or  combination  ?  To  answer  these  questions  we 
must  turn  to  its  provisions. 

It  provides  th,il  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
select  twenty-fi\'e  specie  paying  banks,  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  goveininenl,  all  lo  be  respectable  and 
substantial,  and  tiiat  the  selection  shall  be  confirmed 
by  the  joiiil  vole  of  the  two  houses.  It  also  pro- 
vides, that  they  shall  be  made  th ;  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  and  that  their  notes  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  the  dues  of  the  government ;  and  that  in 
turn,  for  these  advantages,  they  shall  stipulate  to 
perform  certain  duties,  and  comply  with  various 
conilitions,  the  object  of  whicli  is,  to  give  to  Ihe 
secretary  of  the  treasury  full  knowledge  of  their 
condilioii  and  business,  with  the  view  to  supervise 
and  control  their  acts,  as  far  as  the  interest  of  the 
government  is  concerned.  In  aildition  to  these,  it 
contains  other  and  important  provisions,  wliich  I 
shall  not  enumerate,  because  they  do  not  fall  williin 
the  scope  of  Ihe  objections,  that  I  propose  to  urge 
against  tlie  mea.5iire. 

Now  I  ask  what  does  all  this  amount  to  ?  What 
but  a  jiroposal  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  enter 
into  a  contract  or  bargain,  with  certain  selected 
state  banks,  on  Ihe  terms  and  conditions  contained. 
Iliive  we  the  right  to  make  such  a  bargain  is  the 
first  question  ;  and  to  that,  [  give  a  decided  nega- 
tive, which  I  hope  to  place  on  constitutional 
grounds,  that  cannot  be  shaken.  I  intend  to  discuss 
it,  with  other  i]uestioiis  growing  out  of  the  connec- 
tion of  the  governinenl  with  the  banks,  as  a  new 
question  for  the  first  time  presented  for  considera- 
tion and  decision.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
questions  growing  out  ot"it,  as  long  as  it  has  existed, 
hive  never  yet  been  presented  nor  investigated  in 
relerence  to  their  constitutionality.  How  tliis  has 
happened,  I  shall  now  [iroceed  to  explain,  prepara- 
tory to  the  examination  of  the  question,  which  I 
have  proposed. 

Tiie  union  of  the  government  and  the  banks  was 
never  legally  solemnized.  It  originated  shortly  after 
the  government  went  into  operation,  not  in  any  legal 
enactment,  but  in  a  short  order  of  the  treasury  de- 
partu-ent  of  not  much  more  than  a  half  a  dozen  of 
lines,  as  if  it  were  a  mere  matter  of  course.  We 
tlius  glided  imperceptibly  into  a  connection,  which 
was  never  recognized  by  law  till  1816,  (if  my  mem- 
ory serves,)  but  which  has  produced,  more  impor- 
tant after  consequences,  and  has  had  a  greater  con- 
trol over  the  destiny  of  this  country,  than  any  one 
of  the  mighty  qiiestio.  s,  which  have  so  often  and 
deeply  agitated  the  country.  To  it  may  be  traced, 
as  their  seminal  principle,  the  vast  and  extraordinary 
expansion  of  our  banking  system,  our  excessive  im- 
port duties,  unconslitutional  and  profuse  disburse- 
ments, the  protective  tarirf',  and  its  associated  sys- 
tem lor  spending  what  it  threw  into  the  treasuiy, 
follow^ed  in  time  by  a  vast  surplus  which  the  utmost 
extravagance  of  the  governinent  could  not  dissipate, 
and  finally,  by  a  sort  of  retributive  justice,  the  ex- 
[ilosion  of  the  entire  banking  system,  and  the  pre- 
sent prostrated  condition  of  "the  currency,  now  the 
subject  of  our  deliberation. 

How  a  measure,  fraught  with  suc'i  important  con- 
sequences should  at  first,  and  for  so  long  a  time 
should  have  escaped  the  attention  and  the  invesliga- 
tion  of  the  public,  deserves  a  passing  notice.  It  is 
to  be  explained  by  the  false  conception  of  the  en- 
tire subjecl  of  banking,  which  at  that  early  period 
universally  prevailed  in  the  community.  So  erro- 
neous was  it,  that  a  bank  note  was  then  identified 
in  the  mind  of  the  public  with  gold  and  silver,  and 
a  deposilR  in  bank  was  reojaided,  as  under  the  most 
safe  and  sacred  custody,  that  could  be  devised.  The 
original  impression,  derived  from  the  bank  of  Ains- 
tt-idain,  where  every  note,  or  certificate  in  circula- 
lion,  was  honestly  represented  by  an  equal  and  spe- 
'  cilic  quantity  of  gold  or  silver  in  bank,  auU  where 


every  deposite,  was  kept,  as  a  sacred  trust,  to  be 
safely  returned  to  the  depository,  when  demanded, 
was  extended  to  banks  of  discount,  dowui  to  the 
time  of  the  forinalion  of  our  government,  with  but 
slight  modifications.  With  this  impression,  it  is 
not  at  all  extraordinary,  that  the  deposite  of  the  re- 
venue in  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  the  receipt  of 
their  notes  in  the  public  dues,  should  be  coiisiilertd,  a 
matter  of  course,  requiring  no  higher  authority  than 
a  treasury  order :  and  hence  a  connectiim,  with  all 
Ihe  important  questions  belonging  to  it  and  now 
considered  of  vast  magnitude,  received  so  Utile 
notice,  till  public  altentiou  was  directed  to  it  by  its 
recent  rupture.  Tliis  total  separation  from  the  sys- 
tem, in  which  we  now  find  ourselves  placed,  for  the 
first  time,  authorises  and  demands,  that  we  shall  in- 
vestigate freely  and  fully,  not  only  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  connection,  but  all  the  questions  growing 
out  of  it,  more  especially  those  ol  a  constitutional 
character,  and  I  shall  in  obedience  lo  this  demand 
return  to  the  question  from  which  this  digression 
has  carried  me  so  far. 

Have  we  then  the  right  to  make  the  bargain  pro- 
posed ?  Have  we  the  right  to  bestow  the  high  privi- 
ii'j^es,  I  might  say  prerogatives,  on  them  of  being 
maile  the  depositories  of  Ihe  public  revenue,  and  of 
having  their  notes  received  and  treated  as  gold  and 
silver  in  the  dues  of  the  government  and  in  all  its  fis- 
cal transactions  ?  Have  we  the  right  to  do  all  this 
in  order  to  bestow  confidence  in  the  banks,  with 
Ihe  view  to  enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments  ? 
What  is  Ihe  state  of  the  case  r  The  banks  are  dee]ily 
indebted  to  the  country,  and  are  unable  to  paj' ;  and 
we  are  asked  to  give  them  these  advantages,  in  or- 
der to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts.  Can  we  grant 
Ihe  boon  ?  In  answering  this  important  question,  I 
begin  with  the  fact,  that  our  government  is  one  of 
limited  powers.  It  can  exercise  no  right  but  what  is 
specifically  granted  ;  nor  pass  any  law  but  what  is 
UHCessarv  and  proper  to  carry  such  power  into  elfect. 
This  small  pamphlet  (holding  it  up)  contains  the 
conslitiition.  lis  grants  of  power  are  few  and  plain 
and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  turn  to  it,  and  point  out  the 
power,  that  authorizes  us  lo  do  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done,  or  to  show  that,  to  pass  this  substitute,  is 
necessary  to  carry  any  of  the  granted  powers  into 
eti'ect.  If  neillier  can  be  shown,  what  is  proposed, 
cannot  be  constitutionally  done  ;  and  till  it  is  speci- 
fically pointed  out,  I  am  wairauled  in  believing,  tliat 
it  cannot  be  shown. 

Our  reason  is  often  confounded  by  a  mere  name. 
An  act,  in  the  minds  of  many,  may  become  of  doubt- 
ful constitutional  authority,  when  applied  to  a  bank, 
which  none  would  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce grossly  unconstitntioiial,  when  applied  to  an 
individual.  To  free  ourselves  from  this  illusion,  I 
ask,  could  this  government  constitutionally  bestow 
on  ind  viduals,  or  a  private  associaliun,  Ihe  advanta- 
ges proposed  lo  be  bestowed  on  the  selected  banks, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts  ?  Is  there 
one  who  hears  me,  who  would  venture  to  say,  yes, 
even  in  the  case  ol  the  most  extensive  merchant  or 
mercanlile  concern,  such  as  some  of  lliose  in  New 
York,  or  New  Orleans,  at  the  late  suspension, 
whose  embarra'^sments  involved  entire  f  ections  in  dis- 
tress ?  But,  if  not,  on  what  principle  can  a  discrimina- 
tion be  made  infavorof  the  banks?  They  are  local 
institutions  created  by  the  stales  for  local  purpose.s, 
composed,  like  private  associations,  of  individual  citi- 
zens, on  whom  the  acts  of  the  state  cannot  confer  a 
particle  of  constitutional  right  under  this  con.slitution, 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  humblest  ciMzen.  So  far 
from  it,  if  there  be  a  distinction,  it  is  against  the 
banks.  They  are  removed  farther  from  the  control 
of  this  government  than  the  individual  citizens,  who, 
by  the  cnnslilution,  are  expressly  subject  to  the 
direct  action  of  this  governinent  in  many  instances; 
while  the  slate  banks,  as  constituting  a  portion  of 
tlie  domestic  inslilutions  of  the  states,  and  resting 
on  their  reserved  rights,  are  entirely  beyond  our 
control ;  so  much  so,  as  not  to  be  the  subject  of 
a  bank  upt  law,  although  the  authority  to  jiass  one 
is  expressly  granted  by  the  constitution. 

On  what  possible  groiind,  then,  can  the  right  in 
question  be  placed,  unless,  indeed,  on  the  broad 
principle  that  ttiese  local  inslitiitions,  intended  for 
state  ptirp'ises,  have  been  so  extended  and  have  so 
connected  theinsi  Ives  with  the  general  circulation 
and  business  of  Ihe  coimtiy,  as  to  elfect  the  interest 
of  the  whole  conununit}',  so  as  to  make  it  tlie  right 
and  duly  of  congiess  to  regulale  them  ;  or,  in  short, 
on  the  broad  principle  of  Ihe  general  welfare  ?  There 
is  none  other,  that  ]  can  perceive:  but  this  would 
be  to  adopt  the  old  and  exploded  principle,  at  all 
times  dangerous,  but  pre-eminently  so  at  this  time, 
when  such  loose  and  dangerous  conceptions  of  the  ,, 
constitution  are  abroad  in  the  land.  If  the  argument 
is  good,  in  one  case,  it  is  good  in  all  similar  cases. 
If  this  government  may  ^interfere  wdth  any  one  of  'f 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  stales,  on  the  ground 
of  promoting  the  general  welfare,  it  may  witli  oth-  .< 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  21,  1S38— :\IR.  CALHOUN'S  SPEECH. 


57 


ers.  Il  il  may  bestow  privileges  to  control  them,  it 
may  also  oppiopriate  irioney  lor  the  same  purpose; 
and  thus  a  iloor  iiii;;ht  be  opened  to  an  interference 
with  slate  inslitulions,  of  which  we  ol  a  certain  sec- 
tion onglit  at  this  lime  to  be  not  a  lillle  jealous. 

The  argument  might  be  pushed  much  farther. 
We  not  only  oU'er  to  confer  ijreat  and  important  pri- 
vilegi'S  on  the  banks  to  be  selected,  but,  in  turn,  ask 
them  to  stipulate  to  comply  with  certain  conditions, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  brini;  them  under  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  this  government.  It  niigid  be 
asked,  where  is  the  right  to  purchase  or  assume  such 
supervision,  or  control  ?  It  might  be  repeated,  that 
ihey  are  state  institutions,  incorporated  solely  for 
state  purposes,  and  to  be  entirely  iiniler  stale  control, 
and  that  all  supervision  on  our  part  is  in  violation  of 
the  lights  of  the  st.ites.  It  might  be  argued  that 
such  supervision  or  control,  is  calculated  to  weaken 
the  control  of  the  states  over  their  ow"  institutions, 
and  to  render  them  less  subservient  to  their  peculiar 
and  local  interests,  for  the  promotion  of  which  they 
were  establislied  ;  and  loo  subservient  to  other,  and, 
perhaps  contlicling  interests,  which  might  feel  but 
little  sympathy  with  those  of  the  slales. '  But  I  lor- 
bear.  Other,  and  not  less  urgent  objections  claim 
my  attention.  To  dilate  loo  much  on  one,  would 
necessarily  sacrifice  the  claim  of  others. 

I  next  object,  that  whatever  may  be  the  right  to 
enter  into  the  proposed  bargain,  the  mode  in  which 
il  is  proposed  to  make  it  is  clearly  unconstitutional, 
if  I  rightly  comprehend  it.  I  am  not  certain  that  I 
do ;  but,  if  I  umlerstaud  it  rightly,  the  plan  is,  for 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select  twenty-five 
state  banks,  as  described  in  the  substitute,  which  are 
to  be  submitted  to  the  two  houses  to  be  confirmed 
or  rejected,  by  their  joint  resolutions,  without,  the 
approval  of  the  president;  in  tie  same  mode,  as 
they  would  appoint  a  chaplain,  or  establish  a  joint 
rule  for  the  government  of  their  proceedings. 

In  acling  on  the  joint  resolution,  if  what  I  suppose 
be  intended,  each  house  would  have  the  riiiht,  ol 
course,  to  strike  from  it  the  name  of  any  bank  and 
insert  another,  which  would  in  fact  vest  in  the  two 
houses  the  uncoiilrolable  right  ol  making  the  selec- 
tion. Now,  if  this  be  the  inoile  propose  ',  as  I  infer 
from  the  silence  of  the  mover,  it  is  a  plain  ami  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution.  The  obvious  in- 
tention is,  to  evade  the  veto  power  of  tlie  executive,  I 
which  cannot  be,  without  an  infraction  of  an  express 
provision  of  the  constitution,  drawn  up  with  the  ut-  ] 
most  care,  and  intended  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
evasion.  Il  is  contained  in  the  1st  arlii  le,  "Ih  sec- 
tion, and  the  last  clause,  which  I  ask  the  secretary 
to  reiid  : 

[*' Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  uhich  llie 
concurrence  of  the  senate  aiid  lioiise  of  representa- 
tives m.iy  b^  necessary,  (except  on  a  que'stioii  of 
adjournment)  shall  b.-  presented  lo  the  president  of 
tl.e  Unileil  States,  and  before  the  same  sliall  take 
elf'ect,  sliall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disappro- 
ved by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two-thuds  of  the 
senate  ami  house  of  representatives,  according  to 
the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a 
bill."] 

Nothing  can  be  more  explicit  or  full.  It  is  no 
more  possible  to  evade  the  ex<-ciitive  veto,  on  any 
joint  vote,  than  in  the  passage  of  a  bill.  The  veto 
was  vested  in  him  not  only  to  protect  his  own  pow- 
ers, but  as  an  additional  guard  to  the  constitution.  I 
am  not  the  advocate  of  executive  power,  wliich  I 
have  been  often  compelled  to  resist  of  late,  when 
extended  beyond  its  proper  limits,  as  I  sliall  ever  be 
prepared  !o  do  when  it  is.  Nor  am  I  the  advocate  of 
legislative  or  judicial.  I  stand  reaily  to  protect  all, 
within  the  sphere  assigned  by  the  eonslitution,  and 
to  resist  them  beyond.  To  this  explicit  and  com- 
prehensive provision  of  the  constitution,  in  protec- 
tion of  the  veto,  there  is  but  a  single  exception,  re- 
sulting, by  necessary  implication,  iVoin  another  por- 
tion of  the  inslru.neni,  not  less  explicit,  wiiich 
auttiorizes  eaclf  house  to  establish  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings.  Under  this  provision  the  two  houses 
have  full  and  uncontrol.ible  aulhoiily  within  the 
limits  of  their  respective  walls,  and  over  those  sub- 
ject to  their  authority,  in  their  oiBeial  character.  To 
that  extent,  they  may  pa.«s  joint  votes  and  resolu- 
tions, without  the  approval  of  the  executive ;  but 
beyond  that,  without  it,  they  are  powerless. 

There  is  in  this  case  special  reasons  why  his  ap- 
proval sl.ould  not  be  evaded.  The  president  is  at 
the  head  of  the  administrative  department  of  the 
government,   and   is   especially    responsible    for  its 

food  management.  In  onier  to  hold  him  responsi- 
le,  he  ought  to  have  due  power  in  the  selection  of 
its  agents,  and  proper  control  over  their  conduct. 
These  banks  would  be  by  far  the  most  powerful  and 
intiuential  of  all  the  agents  of  the  government,  and 
ought  not  to  be  selected  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  executive.  If  this  subslilute  should  be  adopted, 
and  the  provision  in  qucsiion  be  regarded  such,  as  I 
consiJerit,  there  can  be  do  doubt  what  must  be  the 


file  of  the  measure.  The  execntix'e  will  be  bound 
to  protect,  hy  the  intervention  of  its  constitutional 
right,  the  portion  of  power  clearly  allotted  to  that 
department  by  that  instrument,  which  would  make 
it  impossible  for  it  lo  become  a  law,  with  the  exist- 
ing division  in  the  two  houses. 

1  have  not  yet  exhausted  my  constitutional  objec- 
tions. I  rise  lo  higher  and  to  broader,  applying 
directly  to  the  very  essence  of  thi.s  substitute.  1 
deny  your  light  lo  make  a  general  deposite  of  the 
public  revi'iiue  in  a  bank.     lilore    than    half  of 


ineni  from  the  banks.  Previous  to  that  period,  it  was 
an  abstract  question,  with  no  piaellcal  beanni; ;  as 
much  so  as  is  now  the  conslitulioniil  right  of  adinit- 
ting  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  Thint;s  are  now  al- 
tered. The  connexion  is  ilissolved  ;  and  it  has  be- 
come a  practical  question  of  the  first  ina^nitiide. 

The  mover  of  the  substitute  assumeil  as  a  postu- 
late, that  this  government  had  a  right  lo  receive  in  its 
dues,  whatever  it  might  think  proper.  I  deny  the 
posilion  ill  lulo.  It  is  one,  that  oimlil  not  lo  le  as- 
iined,  and  cannot  be  prmeil,  and  which  is  opposed 


eriors  of  life  may  be  traced  to  fallacies  originating  I  by  powerful  objections.  'I'he  genius  ol  our  conslilii- 
111  an  improper  use  of  words;  and  among  not  the  lion  is  opposed  to  the  nssumption  ol  power.  Wliat- 
least  mischievous  is  the  application  of  this  word  to  ever  power  it  gives  is  expressly  gi  anted;  aid  if 
bank  transactions,  in  a  sense  wholly  dilferent  from  !  proof  were  wanted,  the  numerous  grants  of  powers 
its  original  meaning.     Originally  it   meant   a   thing  Har  more  obvious  and  apparently  much  more  safe  lo 


jilaced  in  tins!,  or  pledged  to  be  safely  and  sacreilly 
kept,  till  returned  to  the  depositor,  "without  being 
used  by  the  depository,  while  in  his  possession.  All 
this  is  changed  when  applied  to  a  deposite  in  bank. 
Instead  of  returning  the  identical  thing,  the  bank  is 
understood  to  be  bound  to  return  only  an  equal  value; 
and  instead  of  not  having  the  use,  it  is  understood  to 
have  the  right  to  loan  il  out  on  interest,  or  lo  dispose 
of  it  as  it  pleases,  with  the  single  condition,  that  an 
equal  amount  be  leturiutl,  wlien  demanded,  which 
experience  has  taught  is  nut  alwa\  s  done.  To  place, 
then,  the  public  money  in  deposite,  in  bank,  without 
restrictioi;,  is  to  give  the  free  use  of  il,  and  to  allow 
them  lo  make  as  much  as  Ihey  can  out  of  il,  be- 
tween the  time  of  deposite  and  disbursement.  Have 
we  such  a  rigid?  The  money  belongs  to  the  people, 
•-collected  from  them  for  specific  purposes, — in 
which  Ihey  have  a  general  interest, — and  lor  that 
only  ;  and  w  hat  possible  right  can  we  lia\  e  to  give 
such  use  of  it  to  certain  selected  corporations  >  I 
ask  for  the  provision  of  the  consliliition  that  author- 
izes it.  1  ask,  if  we  could  grant  the  use,  lor  sindlar 
purposes,  lo  private  associations  or  individuals?  Or 
if  not  to  them,  to  indiviilual  olfi(.i?rs  of  the  govern- 
ment;  for  insUuice,  to  the  four  principal  receivers 
under  this  bill,  should  it  pass?  .Vnd  if  this  cannot 
be  done,  Ihat  the  distinction  be  pointed  out. 

If  these  questions  be  satisfactorily  answered,  1 
shall  propound  others  still  more  ditlicull.  I  shall 
then  ask,  if  the  subslitiile  should  become  a  law,  anil 
the  tweniy-five  banks  be  selected,  whether  they 
would  not  in  fact  be  the  tieasiiry?  And  if  not,  I 
would  ask,  where  would  be  the  treasury?  But  if 
the  treasuiy,  I  would  ask,  if  public  money  in  bank 
would  not  be  in  the  treasury  ?  And  if  so,  how  can 
It  be  drawn  from  it  to  be  lent  for  the  purpose  of  trade, 
Sfiecnlation,  or  any  other  use  whatever,  against  an 
express  pro\ision  of  the  constitution  ?  Yes,  as  ex- 
press as  words  can  make  it.  I  ask  the  secretary  lo 
read  the  Ist  article,  9tli  section,  and  the  clause  next 
to  the  last. 

"  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  bill 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and 
a  regular  slaleinenl  an^l  account  of  the  receijits  and 
expenditures  of  all  pubiic  money  shall  be  published 
from  lime  to  time." 

How  clear!  llow  explicit!  No  money  to  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  ap- 
propriations made  by  law; — that  is,  the  object  on 
which  the  expenditure  is  lo  be  made,  to  be  designat- 
ed by  law,  and  the  sum  allotted  loeliect  it,  specifieil ; 
and  yet  we  have  lived  in  the  daily  and  habitual  \  io- 
lation  of  this  great  fundamental  provision,  fioin  al- 
most Ihe  beginning  of  our  political  existence  to  this 
day.  Behold  the  consequences  !  It  has  prostrated 
and  engulphed  the  very  insiiliitions  which  have  en- 
joyed this  illicit  favor,  and  tainted,  above  all  other 
causes,  the  morals  and  polilirs  of  the  whole  country. 
Yes,  to  this  must  be  traced,  as  one  of  the  main  causes, 
the  whole  system  of  extensive  revenue,  exce.ssive  ex- 
pcmditiire,  and  excessive  surpluses;  and  to  them, 
especially  the  last,  the  disastrous  overthrow  of  the 
banks  and  the  currency,  and  the  unexampled  dege- 
neracy of  public  and  private  morals,  which  have  lol- 
lowed.  We  have  suilered  the  alllrciion,  may  the 
blessing,  which  lollows  chastisement,  when  its  jus- 
lice  is  confessed,  come  in  due  season. 

But  I  takeaslill  higher  ground.  I  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  mischief.  I  deny  the  right  of  this  govern- 
ment to  treat  bank  notes  as  money  in  its  fiscal  trans- 
actions. On  tins  great  question,  I  never  have  before 
committed  mys -If,  though  not  generally  disposed  to 
abstain  Irom  iorming  or  expressing  oninions.  In  all 
ins:ances,  in  which  a  national  bank  has  come  in 
qiieslion,  I  have  invariably  taken  my  ground,  Ihat  if 
the  government  has  the  right  to  n  ceive  and  treat 
I  bank  notes  as  money,  it  had  the  right,  and  was  bound 
under  the  constitution,  to  regulate  them,  so  as  lo 
make  them  uniform  and  stable  as  a  currency.  The 
<  reasons  for  this  opinion  are  obvious,  and  have  be 


so  often  and  fully  expressed  rm  former  occasions,  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  them  now:  but  I  never 
examined  fully  the  right  of  receiving,  or  made  up  my 
mind  on  it,  till  since  llie  catastrophe  in  May  last, 
which,  as  I  have  said,  eutiiely  separated  the  govern- 


be  assumed  than  the  one  in  question,  would  aliord  it. 
I  sliall  cite  a  few  striking  instances. 

If  any  powers  might  be  assumed,  one  would  sup- 
pose, Ihat  of  applying  money  lo  pay  Ihe  debts  of  the 
government,  and  borrowing  it  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions would  be  among  them  ; — yet  botii  are  expressly 
provided  for  by  the  consliliition.  Again,  to  congress 
IS  granted  Ihe  power  lo  ileclare  war  and  raise  orinica 
and  navies;  yet  the  power  lo  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  and  to  make  rules  lor  the  regiilalion  of 
the  army  and  navy  are  not  left  In  assiimplion,  as  ob- 
vious as  Ihey  are,  but  are  given  by  express  grant. 
With  these  and  other  instances  not  liss  sinking, 
which  might  be  added,  il  is  a  bolil  step  lo  assume, 
without  proof,  the  far  less  ohvions  power  of  the 
government  receiving  whatever  it  |)leases  in  its  dues 
as  money.  Such  an  assuinption  would  be  in  direct 
conllici  with  Ihe  great  principle  which  llie  stale 
rights  parly,  with  which  Ihe  senator  (Mr.  Kives) 
classes  himself,  have  ever  adopted  in  the  coiislruction  - 
of  the  consliliition.  But,  if  the  former  cannot  be  as- 
sumed, it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  lo  prove  that 
it  has  been  granted,  or  that  it  Is  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  carry  any  of  Ihe  granted  powers  into  eliect. 
No  such  aitempt  has  becui  made,  nor  can  he,  with 
success.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  strong  objections 
lo  the  power,  which,  m' my  opinion,  cannot  be  sur- 
mounted. 

If  once  admilled,  il  would  lead  hy  consequence  to 
a  necessary  interference  with  individual  and  state 
concerns  never  contemplated  by  the  consliti.tion. 
Let  us,  for  instance,  suppose  that,  acling  on  the  as- 
siimplion of  the  senator,  the  government  should 
choose  to  select  tobacco  as  an  article  lo  be  received 
in  payment  of  its  dues,  which  would  be  as  well  en- 
tilled  to  il  as  any  other  product,  and  in  which  the 
senator's  constituents  are  so  much  interested.  Does 
he  not  see  the  eousequenees  ?  In  order  to  make  its 
taxes  uniform,  w  Inch  it  is  bound  lo  do  hy  Ihe  consli- 
tution,  and  wliich  cannot  be  done  unless  the  medium 
in  which  it  is  paid  is  so,  the  govermnent  would  have 
to  a.ssume  a  general  control  over  Ihe  great  staple  in 
question;  lo  regulate  Ihe  weis;lit  ol  the  hogshead  or 
package;  to  establish  inspections  under  ils  own  offi- 
cers in  order  to  determine  the  quality,  and  whatever 
Ise  might  be  necessary  lo  make  the  payments  into 
the  treasury  uniform.  So  likew  ise,  if  Ihe  still  greater 
aple,  cotton,  be  selected.  The  weight  of  the  bale, 
the  quality  of  the  collon,  and  its  inspection  wouhl  all 
necessarily  fall  under  the  control  of  the  government ; 
and  does  not  the  senator  see  Ihat  the  exercise  of  a 
power  that  inusi  lead  to  such  consequences— conse- 
quences so  far  beyond  the  sphere  assigned  lo  this 
government  by  Ihe  coiistilntion,  must  be  unconstitu- 
tional? Nor  does  the  objeclion  extend  only  to  these 
and  other  staple  articles.  It  applies  with  equal,  if 
not  greater  force,  to  receiving  the  notes  ol  slate 
banks,  as  proposed  by  the  siib>ti|ulc,  in  the  dues  of 
the  government  and  the  management  of  its  fiscal  con- 
cerns. Il  must  involve  llie  governnienl  in  the  neces- 
sity of  controlling  and  regulating  stale  banks,  as  this 
substitute  abundantly  proves,  as  well  as  Ihe  whole 
history  of  ourconneclion  with  them;  and  it  has  been 
shown  thai  banks  are,  at  least,  as  far  removed  from 
the  control  of  this  government  as  the  culljvalors  of 
the  soil,  or  any  other  class  of  cilizens.  To  this  I 
might  add  another  objection  ;  not  less  siiong,  that  for 
the'govcrnmenl  to  receive  and  treat  bank  notes  as 
money  in  its  dues,  would  be  in  direct  conllici,  in  ils 
eliect,  with  the  important  power  conferred  expressly 
on  congress  of  coining  money  and  regulating  the  va- 
lue thereof:  but  as  this  will  come  in  with  more  pro- 
priety in  answer  to  an  argument  advanced  by  the 
senator  from  Massachiiselts,  (Mr  Webster,)  I  shall 
now  state  his  argiiineiit  and  reply  lo  il. 

He  asserted  again  and  ag.iin,  both  now  and  at  Ihe 
extra  session,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Ihe  government 
not  only  to  regulate,  but  to  furnish  a  sound  currency. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  principal  aigiimenl  relied  on  by  llie 
senator  in  ojiposition  lo  the  bill,  which  he  says  aban- 
dons this  ereat  duty.  Now.  if  hy  currency  he  meant 
gold  and  sdver  coins,  there  will  be  but  lillle  dillerence 
between  iiiin  and  myself.  To  that  exieiil  the  govern- 
ment  lias  a  clearand  unquestionable  ri|;ht  by  express 
grant ;  but  if  he  goes  farther,  and  intends  lo  asser  t 
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that  the  government  has  the  rijjht  to  make  bank  notes 
a  currency,  which  it  is  bound  to  regulate,  then  his 
proposition  is  identical  in  effecl,  though  ilitli?rently 
expresseii,  with  that  of  the  senator  Irom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rives,)  and  all  the  arg-umcnts  I  have  nrgeil 
against  it  are  equally  applicable  to  his.  I  liold,  on 
my  part,  that  the  power  of  the  government  on  this 
subject  is  limited  to  coining  money  and  regulating  its 
value,  anil  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  cur- 
rent coins;— that  is,  of  the  coins  made  current  by  law, 
the  only  money  known  to  the  constitution.  It  is  time 
to  make  a  distinction  between  money,  or  currency, 
if  you  please — between  that  which  will  legally  pay 
debts,  and  mere  circulation,  which  has  its  value  from 
its  promise  to  be  paid  in  the  former,  and  under  which 
clussificalion,  bank  notes  as  well  as  bills  or  promisory 
notes  of  individuals  fall.  These  are  all  in  their  na- 
ture private  and  local,  and  cannot  be  elevated  to  Ihe 
level  currency,  or  money,  in  the  fiscal  transaclions  of 
government,  without  coining  into  conflict,  more  or 
less,  with  the  object  of  the  constitution  in  vesting  the 
very  power  in  congress,  wliich  1  shall  now  j)roceed 
to  shov\'. 

It  will  hardly  be  questioned,  that  the  object  was 
to  fix  a  standard  in  order  to  furnish  to  the  union  a 
currency  of  uniform  and  steady  value,  and  was 
therefore  united  in  the  same  sentence  with  the  rel- 
ative power  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures, — the  objects  being  similar.  Now,  if  our 
experience  has  proved  any  thing,  it  has  amply 
shown  that  so  long  as  the  government  is  connected 
with  the  banks,  and  their  notes  received  in  its  trans- 
actions, as  money,  so  long  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  thing  like  stability  to  the  stiindard  of  value; 
and  that  the  power  of  coining,  and  regulating  the 
coins,  becomes  in  a  great  measure  a  mere  nullity. 
Every  dollar  issued  in  bank  notes^when  it  is  made 
the  substitute  for  money,  drives  out  of  circulation 
inure  or  less  of  the  precious  metals ;  anil  when 
the  issue  becomes  exorbitant,  gold  and  silve,-  al- 
most entirely  disappears,  as  our  experience  at  this 
time  proves.  The  eliects  are  analogous  to  alloying 
or  clipping  the  coin,  as  far  as  stability  of  standard 
is  concerned  ;  and  it  would  be  not  less  rational  to 
suppose,  that  such  a  power  on  the  part  of  individ- 
uals, would  be  consistent  with  a  uniform  and  stable 
currency,  than  to  suppose  the  receiving  and  treat- 
ing bank  notes  as  a  substitute  for  money  by  the 
government,  would  be.  The  only  check  or  remedy 
is  to  restrict  them  to  their  proper  sphere,  to  ciicn- 
lalo  in  common  with  bills  of  exchange  cr  other 
private  and  local  paper,  for  the  convenience  of 
business  and  trade.  So  far  from  such  a  course  op- 
erating injuriously  on  the  people,  or  from  being 
liable  to  the  charge  of  forming  one  currency  for  Ihe 
people  and  another  for  the  government,  as  iiasbeen 
so  often  and  with  such  elfect  repeated, — it  is  the 
very  reverse.  Government  by  refusing  to  receive 
bank  notes,  as  it  is  bound  to  do,  would  in  fact  fur- 
nish a  choice  to  the  people,  to  take  either  money  or 
notes  at  their  pleasure.  The  demand  of  the  gov- 
ernment will  always  keep  a  plentiful  supply  of  the 
former  in  the  country,  so  far  as  to  allbrd  the  people 
a  choice,  while  the  opposite  would  expel  the  money 
and  leave  no  option  to  them  but  to  take  bank  note's 
or  worse,  as  at  present. 

I  have  now  shown  how  it  is  proposed  to  form  the 
leagncof  banks,  and  have  presented  the  constitu- 
tional impediments  that  stand  in  the  way.  These 
are  numerous  and  strong;  so  much  so,  tliat  they 
ought  to  be  irresistible  with  all,  except  the  latitu- 
diiious  in  construction  ;  but  I  cannot  expect  they 
will  produce  their  full  effect.  I  know  too  well  the 
force  of  long  entertained  impressions,  however 
erroneous,  to  be  sanguine — how  strongly  the  mind 
rebels  against  the  expulsion  of  the  old  and  the  ad- 
mission of  new  opinions.  Yet,  in  this  case,  where 
we  clearly  see  how  grailually  and  silently  error 
crept  in  under  the  disguise  of  words,  ap|)lied  to 
new  and  totally  ditferent  ideas,  without  exciting 
notice  or  alarm  ;  and  when  we  have  experienced 
fuch  deep  disasters  inconsequence  of  partingfrom 
the  |daiii  intent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  I 
cannot  but  hope  tliat  all  who  believe  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  government  depends  on  a  rigirl  adhe- 
rence to  the  constitution,  will  lay  aside  all  previous 
impressions,  taken  up  without  reflection,  and  give 
to  Ihe  objections  their  due  weight. 

I  come  now  to  the  next  point,  to  show  how  this 
league  is  to  be  revived  or  stimulated  into  life.  Till 
this  can  be  done,  the  substitute,  should  it  become  a 
law,  would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  selection  isto  be 
made  for  specie  paying  banks.  None  but  such  can 
receive  llie  public  deposites,  or  have  their  notes  re- 
ceived in  the  dues  of  the  government.  There  arc 
none  such  now.  The  whole  banking  .system  lies 
inanimate;  and  mil  d  be  vivified  before  it  can  be 
re-united  with  the  government.  No  one  is  bold 
ciiuimh  to  propose  an  union  with  this  lifeless  mass. 
How  then  is  the  vital  spark  to  be  revived  ?  how  the 
breath  of  life,  the  promethean  fire,  to  be  breathed 


into  the  system  anew,  is  the  question  ?     This  is  the 
task. 

The  mover  tells  us,  that  it  must  be  the  work  of 
the  government.  He  says  that  it  is  bound  to  aid 
the  banks  to  resume  payments;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose  ought  to  hold  out  to  them  some  adequate  in 
duccmenl.  He  tells  us,  that  they  have  been  lone 
preparing  anil  had  made  great  elforts,  but  can  go 
no  farther;  have  rolled  the  round,  huge  rock  almost 
to  the  summit,  but  unless  the  government  )iut  forth 
its  giant  arm,  and  give  the  last  push,  it  will  recoil 
and  rush  down  the  steep  to  the  bottom,  and  all  past 
labor  be  lost.  Now,wliatis  this  adequate  induce- 
ment? What  this  powerful  stimulus,  which  it  is 
proposed  the  government  should  apply, in  order  to 
enable  the  banks  to  accomplish  this  herculean  task " 
The  substitute  shall  answer. 

It  proposes  to  fix  the  1st  of  July  next  for  the 
period  of  resumption ;  and  as  the  inducement  to 
resume,  it  proposes  to  select  twenty-five  of  the  most 
respectable  and  solid,  out  of  the  resuming  banks  to 
be  ihe  depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  th 
fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  as  has  been  already 
stated.  It  also  proposes,  and  this  is  the  stimulus 
the  essence  of  the  whole, — to  make  the  notes  of 
such  banks  as  may  resume  on  or  belbre  that  day 
exclusively  receivable  in  the  public  dues.  Here  ' 
a  quid  pro  quo  ;  something  proposed  to  be  done,  for 
which  something  is  to  be  given.  We  tell  the  banks 
plainly,  if  you  resume,  we,  on  our  part,  stipulate  to 
make  twenty-five  of  you  our  fiscal  agents  and  de- 
positories of  the  revenue ;  and  we  fiirther  stipulate 
that  those  who  resume  by  the  time  fixed,  shall  hav 
the  exclusive  pri vilege /or  fi'cr  of  having  their  notes 
receivable  in  the  dues  of  the  government,  in  com- 
mon with  gold  and  silver.  If  the  banks  perform 
their  part,  we  shall  be  bound  in  honor  and  good 
faith  to  perforin  ours.  It  would  be  a  complete  con- 
tract, as  obligatory  as  if  signed,  sealed,  and  deliv- 
ered.    Such  is  the  iuBucement. 

The  next  question  is,  will  it  be  adequate?  Yes, 
abundantly  adequate.  The  battery  is  strong  enough 
to  awaken  the  dead  to  life;  the  consideration  suffi- 
cient to  remunerate  Ihe  banks  for  whatever  sacri- 
fice they  may  be  compelled  to  make,  in  order  to 
resume  payment.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
value  of  these  high  privileges,  or  prerogatives,  as  I 
might  justly  call  them.  They  are  worth  millions. 
If  you  were  to  enter  into  a  similar  contract  with 
an  individual,  I  doubt  not,  that  he  could  sell  out  in 
open  market  lor  at  least  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  I  do  then  the  mover  the  justice 
to  say,  that  his  means  are  ample  to  effect  what  he 
proposes.  As  dilHcult  as  is  the  work  of  resump- 
tion,— and  difficult  it  will  turn  out  to  be  when 
tried, — the  inducement  will  prove  all  sufficient. 
Hut  the  resumption,  however  desirable,  may  be 
purchased  too  deaily;  and  such  would  prove  lo  be 
the  c.ise,  should  the  project  succeed.  Not  only  is 
the  olfer  too  great,  but  the  mode  of  effecting  it  is 
highly  objectionable.  lis  operation  would  prove 
not  less  disastrous  than  the  bargain  has  been  shown 
to  be  unconstitutional,  which  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  establish. 

The  offer  will  have  a  double  effect.  It  will  act 
as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  resumption,  but  will  act 
at  the  same  time  with  equal  force  to  excite  a  strug- 
gle among  the  banks,  not  only  to  resume  them- 
selves, but  to  prevent  others  from  resuming.  The 
reason  is  clear.  The  advantage  to  each  will  in- 
crease, as  the  number  of  the  resuming  banks  de- 
creases ;  and  of  course,  the  great  point  of  contest 
among  the  strong  will  be  lo  restrict  the  proffered 
prize  to  the  smallest  number.  The  closer  the  mo- 
nopoly the  greater  the  profits.  In  this  struggle,  a 
combination  of  a  i'ew  powerful  and  wealthy  hanks, 
the  most  respectable  and  solid,  as  designated  in  the 
suhslitute,  will  overthrow  and  trample  down  the 
residue.  Their  fall  will  spread  desolation  overthe 
land.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  others  in  this 
desjierate  contest,  there  is  one,  in  relation  to  which 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained:  I  refer  to  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  a  long  name  and  a 
misnomer  ;  and  « Inch,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  but 
with  no  personal  disrespect  to  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual at  the  head.  I  shall  call  Mr.  Biddle's  bank. 
That,  at  least,  will  bo  one  of  the  winners — one  of 
the  twenty-five  to  whom  the  prize  will  be  assigned. 
Its  vast  resources,  its  wealth  and  influeniiarcon- 
nexions,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  skill  and 
ability  of  the  officer  at  its  head,  and,  what  is  less 
honorable,  the  great  resource  it  holds,  in  Ihe  notes 
of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  of  which  more  than 
six  millions  have  been  put  into  circulation,  in  vio- 
lation, to  say  the  least,  of  a  trust,  constituting  more 
than  five-sixths  of  all  its    circulation,  and  which  it 


weights,  and  will  lead  the  way  from  the  first.  Who 
the  others  may  be  is  uncertain  ;  this  will  depend 
mainly  upon  his  good  will  and  pleasure.  It  may 
be  put  down  as  certain,  whoever  they  may  be,  that 
they  will  be  powerful  and  influential,  and  not  un- 
favorable to  his  interest  or  aggrandizement.  But 
the  mischievous  effect  will  not  be  limited  to  this 
death-like  struggle,  in  which  so  many  must  fall  and 
be  crushed,  that  might  otherwise  weather  the  stoim. 
The  forced  resumption,  for  such  it  will  be  inetfcct, 
would  be  followed  by  wide  spread  desolation.  It 
is  easy  to  sink  to  suspension,  but  hard  to  return  to 
resumption.  Under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  when  conducted  most  leisurely  and 
cautiously,  the  pressure  must  be  severe  ;  but,  if 
coerced  or  precijiitafed  by  bankrupt  laws  or  temp- 
tations such  as  this,  it  will  be  ruinous.  To  make  it 
safe  and  easy  must  be  the  work  of  time.  Govern- 
ment can  do  but  little.  The  disease  originates  in 
excessive  indebtedness,  and  Ihe  only  remedy  is 
payment  or  reduction  of  debts.  It  is  estimated, 
that  when  the  banks  suspended  payments,  the  com- 
munity was  indebted  to  them  the  enormous  sum  of 
$-173,11110,0(10.  To  reduce  this  within  the  proper 
limits,  is  not  the  work  of  a  few  days,  and  can  be 
but  little  aided  by  us.  The  industry  and  the  vast 
resources  of  the  country,  with  lime,  are  the  only 
remedies  to  be  relied  on  (or  the  reduction  ;  and  to 
these,  with  the  state  legislature,  and  the  public 
opinion,  the  resumplion  must  be  left.  To  under- 
stand Ihe  subject  fully,  we  must  look  a  little  more 
into  the  real  cause  of  the  difficulty. 

This  enormous  debt  was  incurred  in  prosperous 
times.  The  abundant  means  of  the  banks,  from 
the  surplus  revenue  and  a  combination  of  other 
causes,  induced  them  to  discount  freely.  This 
increased  the  circulation,  and  with  its  increase,  its 
value  depreciated,  and  pricis  rose  proporlionably. 
AV'ith  this  rise,  enterprize  and  Speculation  seized 
the  whole  community,  and  every  one  expected  to 
make  a  fortune  at  once;  and  this  in  tuin  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  discounts  and  circulation,  till  the 
swelling  tide  bursted  its  barriers  and  deluged  the 
land.  Then  he^an  the  opposite  process  of  absorb- 
ing the  excess.  If  it  had  been  possible  to  return 
it  back  to  the  banks,  the  sources  f'om  which  it 
flowed,  through  its  debtors,  the  speculating,  enter- 
prising, and  business  portion  of  the  community, 
tlie  mischief  would  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
avoided.  But  circulation  had  flowed  off  into  other 
reser\'oirs;  those  of  the  moneyed  men  and  bank- 
ers, who  hoard  when  prices  are  high,  and  buy  when 
they  are  low.  The  portion  thus  drawn  off  and 
held  in  deposite,  cither  in  bank  or  the  chests  of 
individuals,  was  as  ellectually  lost,  as  far  as  the 
debtors  of  the  banks  were  concerned,  as  if  it  had 
been  Inirnt.  The  means  of  payment  was  thus  di- 
minished ;  prices  fell  in  proportion,  arid  the  pressure 
increased,  as  they  fell.  Though  the  amount  in 
circulation  be  greatly  reduced,  yet  the  banks  are 
afraid  to  discount,  lest  on  resumption,  the  hoarded 
mass  of  deposites  held  by  individuals  or  other 
banks,  should  be  let  loose,  and,  in  addition  to  w  hat 
might  be  put  into  circulation  should  discounts  be 
made,  would  cause  another  inundation  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  another  suspension.  How  is  this  diffi- 
culty lo  be  safely  surmounted,  but  hy  unlocking 
the  iioarded  means?  And  how  is  that  lo  be  done, 
without  deciding  the  currency  question?  This  is 
the  first  and  necessary  step.  That  done,  all  will  be 
able  to  calculate,  and  determine  what  to  do.  The 
od  of  inaction  and  uncertainly  would  cease, 
and  that  of  business  revive.  Funds  that  are  now 
locked  up,  would  be  brouijht  again  into  operation, 
and  the  channels  of  circulation  be  replenished  in 
the  only  mode  that  can  be  done  with  safety.  Thus 
thinking,  I  am  now  and  have  been  from  the  first  in 
lavor  ol  an  early  decision,  and  ad^'crse  to  all  coer- 
cion, or  holding  out  temptation  to  resume;  leaving 
the  disease  to  the  gradual  and  safe  operation  of 
time,  uilh  as  little  tempering  as  possible.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  hold  it  to  he  unwise  to  cease  discoun- 
ting, and  to  adopt  an  indiscriminale  system  of  cur- 
tailment. Its  effects  are  ruinous  to  the  business  of 
the  country,  and  calculated  to  retard,  rather  than 
lo  accelerate  a  resumplion.  The  true  system  I 
would  say,  would  be  to  discount  v\ilh  business  pa- 
per as  freely  as  usual,  and  curtail  gradually  on 
permanent  debts.  The  former  would  revive  busi- 
ness, and  would  increase  the  debts  to  the  bank  less 
than  it  would  increase  the  ability  of  the  community 
fo  pay  them. 

Having  now  shown  how  this  league,  cr  combina- 
tion of  banks  is  to  be  formed  anil  revived,  with 
the  difficulties  in  the  way,  it  rem.ains  to  determine, 
what  will  be  the  true  character  and   nature  of  the 


IS  not  bound  to  pay,— with  the  still  greater  amount  coinbination  when  formed.  It  will  consist  of  slate 
on  hand,  making  in  Ihe  whole  more  than  twenty-  bai.ks  retaining  their  original  powers,  that  of  dis- 
six  millions,  and  which  may  be  used  the  same  way,  counting  ami  all,  without  being  in  the  sli" blest  de- 
ifnot  prevented,  would  place  it  beyond  all  doubt  gree  impaired.  To  these  lhe'subslitute'propo«c3 
ainonsr    the    victors.      He   starts   without   proper |  io  add  important  .additions;  to  receive   their  notes 
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as  "old  and  silver  in  the  public  dues  ;  to  give  them  I  either,  under  the  severe  penalties  of  the  bill,  winch 
the^use  of  the  public  deposiles,  and  to  organize  and  prohibits  the  to\ichin£;  of  the  public  money,  except 
blend  the  whole  into  one,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  on  warrants  or  drafls,  drawn  by  those  haymi,'  au- 
government,  to  be  placed  under  the  immediate  sii-  |  thority.  in  due  form,  and  for  the  public  service. 


pcrvision  and  con(rol  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Now  what  does  all  this  amount  to  ?  Shall  I 
name  tlie  word— be  not  startled;  a  baiilc—a  gov- 
ernmi-nt  bank,— the  most  extensive,  powerful  and 
danierous,  that  ever  existed.  This  substitute 
would  be  tlie  act  of  incorporation  ;  and  the  privi- 
liges  it  confers,  so  much  ad<lilional  banlciuf;  capital, 
increasing  immensely  its  powers,  and  giving  it  an 
unlimited  control  over  the  business,  and  exchanges 
of  the  country. 

The  senator  Irom  Virginia  (Mr  Rivfs)  was  right 
in  supposing  Ih.^t  this  new  trial  of  ihe  experiment 
would  be  luade  under  very  dill'erent  circumslances 
fi-oin  the  first,  and  would  have  a  very  dilferent  ter- 
luinalion.  That  too.  like  this,  was  a  bank- a  go- 
vernment bank,  as  dislingiiislied  from  the  iale  bjiik, 
to  which  it  was  set  up, 'as  a  rival,  and  was  at  the 
time  constantly  so  designated  in  debate.  But  the 
ciixumstancet  now  are  imleed  ditlerent— very  dilfer- 
ent, and  so  would  be  llie  result  of  the  experiment. 
This  bank  would  not  be  the  same  ricki-ly  concurn  as 
llie  former.  Th.it  ended  in  anarchy,  and  this  would 
in  despotism.     I  will  explain. 

The  former  failed  not  so  much  in  consequence  ol 
the  adverse  ciicumslances  of  the  limes  or  any  essen- 
tial delect  in  the  system,  as  iVom  the  want  ol  a  head — 
a  common  sensoiiuin,  to  think, — lo  will, — and  <lc- 
cide,— for  the  whole,  which  was  indis|)ensably  ne- 
cessary to  ensure  concert  and  give  unity  of  design 
and  execution.  A  head  will  not  be  wanting  now. 
Mr.  Biddle's  bank  will  supply  the  defect.  His 
would  be  not  otdy  one  of  the  rtsuiniiig  banks,  as  1 
have  sliovvn,  but  would  also  be  one  cf  the  2j  to  be 
selected.  If  there  should  be  the  temerity  to  oiuit  it, 
the  present  project  would  share  the  fate  of  its  prede- 
cessor. Mr.  Biddle's  bank  at  the  head  of  those  ex- 
cluded, would  be  an  overmatch  lor  the  selected,  in 
skill,  capital  and  power;  and  Ihe  whole  league  would 
inevitably  be  overthrown.  But  if  selected,  the  posi- 
tion of  his  bank  in  league  would  be  certain.  Its  vast 
capital,  lis  extensive  connections,  its  siiperior  author- 
ity, and  his  skill,  abilities  and  intlueiice,  would  place 
it  at  the  head,  to  think  and  act  lor  the  whole.  The 
others  wouhl  be  as  dependent  on  his,  as  tlie  branches 
of  the  late  bank  were  on  the  mother  institution. 
The  whole  would  form  one  entire  macliine,  impelled 
by  a  single  impulse,  and  making  a  perfect  contrast 
with  its  predecessor  in  the  unity  and  energy  of  its 
operations. 

Nor  would  its  fate  be  less  dissimilar.  Anarchy 
was  inscribed  on  the  first  Irom  ttie  beginning.  Its 
deficiency  in  the  great  and  essential  element,  lo  en- 
sure concert,  was  radical  and  could  not  be  remedied. 
lis  union  with  Ihe  government  could  not  supply  il, 
nor  avert  its  destiny.  But  very  dillcient  would  be  Ihe 
case  of  thejiresent.  Add  its  intimate  union  uilh  the 
government,  for  wdiich  the  substilule  provides,  to  its 
other  sources  of  power,  and  it  would  become  irresis- 
tible.    The  two,  government  and  bank,  would  unite 


But  the  danirer  which  an  excited  imagination  an- 
ticipates hereafter  from  the  bill  would  exisl  in  sober 
realilv  under  the  substitute.  There  it  would  re- 
ipiiie"  neither  fancy  nor  ronjecture  lo  create  one. 
It  woiil,-!  exist  withal!  its  faciillies  and  endowmrnis 
complete;  discount,  deposiles,  and  all;— with  which 
immense  means,  guided  by  a  central  and  directing 
head,  ami  blended  ami  united  with  Ihe  government, 
so  as  lo  form  one  great  mass  of  power.  Whal  a 
contrast  with  the  bill!     How  siiniii '  ' '  ■ - 


id  harmless 


in  the  form  of  patronage,  it  exercises  almost  unlim- 
ited control.  Just  as  the  revenue  increases  or  di- 
minishes, almost  in  the  same  propcrlion,  is  patronage 
increased  or  diminished. 

But  admit  lor  a  moment,  that  neither  the  sc'paia- 
lioii  nor  the  connection  would  have  any  sinsible  ef- 
fect to  increase  or  diminish  the  revenue;  and  that 
it  would  he  of  the  sanie  amount,  whellier  the  bill  or 
substitute  should  be  adopted;  yet.  even  on  lluil  sup- 
position, the  patronage  of  the  latter  would  be  an 
hundred  fold  greater  than  the  former.  In  estimating 
the  amount  of  palronagi^  ol  any  measure,  three  par- 
ticulars must  betaken  into  the  calculation;  the  num- 
ber of  persons   who   may  be   ellecled   by  il;   their 


the  one,  with  its  four   principal   receivers,  twice  as    jnlluence  in  the  roinmunity,  and  Ihe  extent  of  tli 
many  clerks,  and  five  inspectois,  compared  with  this  I  control   exercised  over  lliem.     II  will  be  found  on 


nplex    and    mighty  engine  of  powiu!     And  yet    com] 


,  that   the   substitute  combines  all  tliese 


there  arc  many,  both  intelligent  an. I  patriotic,  who    elements  in  a  far  greater  ilegree.  than  Ihe  bill,  as  I 


oppose  the  bill  and  support  the  substitutes  on  tli 
ground  that  the  fiuiner  would  give  more  patronage 
and  power  than  Ihe  latterl  How  strange  and  won- 
derful Ihe  liiveifitv  of  the  human  iniml! 

So  far  Irom  beii'ig  true,  the  very  fact  of  the  separa- 
tion of  the  ;;ov.Tnn,eiit  fiom  the  banks,  provided  for 
in  the  bill,  would,  of  itself,  he  the  most  decisive  blow 
that  could  be  given  against  government  patronage; 
and  the  union  of  the  two,  the  most  decisive  in  its 
favor.  When  their  notes  are  received  in  the  public 
dues,  as  cash,  and  the  public  money  deposited  in  their 
vaults,  the  banks  become  Ihe  iiftie.i  of  Die  govern- 
ment on  all  questions  connected  with  its  fiscal  ac- 
tion. The  liigher  its  taxes  and  duties,  the  greater 
its  revenue  and  expenditure;  and  the  larger  Us  sur- 
plus, the  more  their  circulation  and  business,  and,  of 
course,  the   greater  their   | 


nfit;  and  In 


on  all 

_ of' taxation  and 'disbursements,   and   tli 

accumulations  of  funds  in  the  treasury,  their  inter- 
est would  throw  them  on  Ihe  side  of  the  govern- 
ment  and  against  liie  people. 

All  this  is  reversed,  when  separated.  The  higher 
the  taxation  and  di-burscmenls,  and  Ihe  larger  the 
suridus,  the  less  would  he  their  profits;  ;ind  their  in- 
terest in  that  case,  u  ouhl  throw  them  with  the  neople, 
and  against  the  government.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
Specie  is  the  basis  of  banking  operations;  and  the 
greater  amount  they  can  command,  the  greater  will 
be  th'dr  business  and  piofits;  bin  when  the  govern- 
ment is  separated  irom  them  and  collects  and  pays 
away  its  dues  in  specie  instead  of  their  notes,  il  is 
clear  that  the  higher  the  taxes  and  disbursennnts, 
and  the  greater  the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  the  more 
specie  will  be  drawn  from  the  use  of  the  banks  ami 
the  less  will  be  left  a.s  the  basis  of  their  operations; 
and,  consequently,  the  less  thidr  profit.  Every  dol- 
lar withdrawn  from  them  would  diminish  tliei 


shall    now   proceed   to  show.      I   begin   «ilh   Iho 
number. 

The  bill  provides,  ns  has  been  staled,  for  four 
princijial  receivers,  eight  or  ten  clerks,  and  a  suitable 
number  of  agents  to  act  as  inspectors,  making  in  tlic 
whole,  Siiy  2j  individuals.  These  wouM  constitute 
the  only  additional  oflicers  lo  keeji  and  disbuise  tlie 
public  money.  The  substitute,  in  addition  to  the 
olliein;  now  in  service,  provides  for  the  selection  of 
of  2.")  hanks,  to  be  taken  from  the  mo.st  powerful  and 
influential,  and  which  would  have,  on  an  average,  at 
the  hast,  lOOofiicers  and  stocklioldeis  each,  making 
in  the  aggregale.  2,500  persons,  who  would  be  di- 
rectly interested  in  the  banUs,  and  of  course,  under 
the  inlliience  of  the  government. 

As  to  the  relative  inlhience  of  the  oirioers  and  the 
selected  banks  over  the  cominunity,  evtry  impartial 
man  must  acknowledge,  that  the  preponderance 
would  be  greater  on  the  side  of  the  latter.  Admit- 
ting the  respectability  of  the  receivers  and  other  offi- 
cer's provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  the  ollieere  and 
slockiiolders  of  the  banks  lo  be  individually  the 
same,  still  the  means  of  control  at  the  disposition  of 
the  foinier,  would  be  as  nothing  compuied  in  that 
of  the  latter.  They  could  not  touch  a  cent  of  pub- 
lic money.  Their  means  would  be  limited  lo  their 
salary,  wliich  would  be  loo  suiall  to  be  felt  in  the 
community.  Very  ditlerent  would  be  the  case  with 
the  ollicers  and  stockholders  of  the  banks.  They, 
of  ail  persons,  are  by  far  the  most  inlluential  in  the 
commnnily.  A  greater  number  depend  on  Ihein 
for  accoinmodalion  and  favor  and  ll.e  success  of 
their  business  and  prospects  in  life,  than  any  other 
class  in  society;  and  this  would  be  especially  true  of 
the  banks  connected  with  the  government. 

It  only  remains  now  to  compare  the  extent  of  the 
control    that   may  be  exercised   by  the  govcrninent 


less  four-fold  at   leaM;  and  hence  a   reirar.l  to  their    over  the  two,  in  order   to  complete  the  comparison, 
,wn   interest  would   inevitably  place  ti.em   on   the  j  and  here  again  the  preponderance  w.ll_  be  lound  to 


1  [i,p,n.  1  he  strikingly  on  Ihe  sanie  side.     The  whole  amount 

politics  of  tli'e  country  would    of   expenai'lure   under  Ihe   bill   would   not  exceed 
/      The  weight  of  the  banks    .•^.■30,001)   or  :;JIO,000   annually  at  the  very  farthest; 
woifl.Tbe  taken  lioin  'tile  side  of  the  tax  coimunrrs,    ^nd    this   constitutes  the   whole  amount   of  control 
where  it  has  been  from   the  commencement  of  the    which  the  government  can  exercise.     There  would 
ernment,  and  placed  on  the  side  of  Ihe /«j-i>«-/m.    be  no   perquisites,  no  contracts,  jobs  or  incidenUl 


sde  lo  which  I  I 

The  eliects  on  tli 
he   great   and   sahit 


id  constitute  a  sin 


mgle  power;  but  which  would  gain    This  great  division  ol   the  commnnity  necessanly 


the  ascendency; — whether  the  government 
b'come  tlie  b,ink,  or  the  bank  the  government,  i 
neither  certain  nor  material;  for  whichever  it  might 
be,  it  would  forma  despotic  moneycracy,  (if  I  may 
be' permitted  to  unite  an  English  and  a  Greek  word,) 
altogether  irresistible. 

It  is  not  a  Utile  surprising,  that  llie  senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  whose  watchful  jealousy  could 
detect,  as  he  supposed,  the  embryo  of  a  government 
bank  in  the  bill,  should  overlook  Ibis  regular  incor- 
poration of  one  by  his  own  substitute.  Out  of  the 
slender  materials  of  treasury  warrants  and  drafts  to 
pay  public  creditors,  or  transfer  funds  from  place  to 
place,  as  the  public  service  might  require,  and  lour 
principal  receivers  to  keep  the  public  money,  he  has 
conjured  up,  with  the  aid  of  a  vivid  imagination,  a 
fiitiiie  "•overninent  bank,  which  be  told  us,  with  thr 


oiildlgrows  out  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  government. 
^Take  taxation  and  disbursement  together,  and  it  will 
always  be  Ibund  that  one  jimtion  of  Ihe  cominunity 
pays  into  the  treasury,  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  more 
than  it  receives  hack  in  that  of  di-bur-ements,  and 
that  another  receives  back  more  than  it  pays.  The 
former  are  the  tax  payers,  and  the  latter  the  consu- 
niers,- making  the  great,  esse. iti.d,  and  controlling 
division  in  all  civiliz-d  communities.  II,  with  us, 
the  government  has  been  thrown  on  the  side  ol  the 
consumers,  as  it  has,  it  must  be  attributed  to  its  al- 
liance with  the  banks,  whose  influence  has  been,  in 
consequence,  at  all  times  steadily  and  powerfully  on 
that  side.  It  is  lo  this  misclievious  and  unholy  al- 
liance that  may  be  traced  almost  all  the  disasters  that 
have  befallen  us,  and  the  great  political  degeneracy 
of  the  country.     Hence  the  protective  system;  hence 


utmost''confid.^nce,  would  rise  like  a  cloud,  at  first  I  its  associated   and    monstrous   .system  »''  '"^''"'^^ 

bh'  as  a  hand,  but  winch  would  soon  darken  all    meiits;  hence  the  collection  of  innre  inonej    rom      e 

the  rortoii.     Now,  it  is  not  a  little  unfortunate  for    people  than  t'-t'^^^"'"'-';  .^^^'l    ,[^;?     ^.i  ^  f^     f, 

his  confident  predictions,  that  these  seminal  pririci-    vast  and  corrupting  sui  pluses    ''  '',<^'  '<  g'f    '  ■; ,^';' 

which  the  bank  i,  to  spring,  have  all  ex-  \  executive  ."^"■;P''"o»f ;_»'"'  .•"'•'"y'  '"=""  ,"."^.  I""'" 


pies  from  whlcn   me    oauK  n   lo  spring,  nave   on  ia- i  c.^v.^ -    - , ■.,'„,,,,„  ,|,;.:.i„r«  wliirlie 

isted  from  the  commencement  of  our  government  in  IraUon  of  the  '^''"f  "fy.^"  '  '^f^-"?!'/,  ,^,  ^  ^„„, 
fill  force  except  the  four  receivers,  without  show-  rise  to  our  present  delib.iations.  ^^7'  "^ '' '^ '^  , 
I  "  he  least  tendency  to  produce  ttie  result  he  an-  connection;  adopt  this  substdiile,  an  all  this  train 
only  ours    but   every  civili/.ed  go-    of  evils  will  a-ain  lollow  with  redoubled   disasters 


The  olRces  and  salaries  would  be  all.  To 
Tiat" extent,  those  who  may  hold  them,  would  be 
lepeniUnton  the  government,  and  thus  far  they  may 
be  controlled.  How  stands  the  account  on  the  other 
^ide'  What  value  shall  be  put  on  the  public  depo- 
siles in  the  banks!  Whal  on  the  receivability  ol 
their  notes,  as  cash,  by  the  government?  What  on 
their  connection  with  the  government,  as  their  fiscal 
a-'ent,  which  would  give  so  great  a  conlrcl  over  Uie 
exchanges  and  business  of  the  country.'  How  many 
millions  shall  these  be  established  at,  and  how  in- 
significant must  the  paltry  sum  of  f  .^n,000  or  $1(1,01)0 
appear  to  tliose  countless  millions  held  under  the 
provisions  of  the  substilule  at  the  pleasure  ol  the 
government!  . 

Having  now  finished  the  comparison  as  to  the  re- 
lative patronage  of  the  two  measures,  I  shall  next 
compare  them  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government; 
and  here  let  me  say,  at  the  outset,  that  this  discn=- 
'ion  has  corrected  an  error,  which  1  once  entertain- 
ed. 1  iiad  supposed,  that  the  ha/,aul  of  keeping  llie 
public  money  under  the  custody  of  officers  ol  Ihe 
government,  would  be  greater,  than  in  hank.  The 
senators  from  New  Hampshire  and  Conneclicut, 
(Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Kiles)  have  pioved  from  the 
record  thai  the  hazard  is  on  the  other  side;  and  11. at 
we  have  lost  more  by  the  banks,  Ihan  by  the  collect- 
nc  and  disbursing  ollicers  combined.     What  can  be 


cutive,  as  il  was  in  the  vaults  ol  the  banKs.     iJul.  lo  ,  sa  o    i.mL  u.e    '^i;  ';  ,!  "■-- V"  ;„■;  u^  instruments    less  than  $1(^0,000,000.     I  lake  some  pii.Je  in  uiis 
shorten  discussion,  I  would  ask,  how  can  there  be  a    Violence  and  ^f  "^'°"  ^'''^  "°    communities.     Their   res  ,1   of  an  organization,  w  hicli  I  originaled  and  es- 
baiik  without  the  power  to  discount  or  lo  use  the    ol    S^.^'^^^^''!  '"/;,•'";'    7",^'!  "hv  mmey.    Illtablished  wheT.  secretary  el    war   aguiL.t   the  u.osl 
deposiles?  and  oat  of  which  of  the  provisions  of  the    f^'?" 'Xu;esf„ue  0  wa?  bu  of  pdi  fcs  over  which,   formidable  opposition, 
u.il    „„.,l,i    iho   troa.iiiri-     hf  anv   nnssihllltv    obtain    ISDOtonlV  lliesinue  01  war,  uuiui  I'u.n.v.,  n 


bdl  couid  the  treasury,  by  any  possibility  obtain  lis  not  only 
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As  to  the  relative  expense  of  the  two  a^eiicies, 
that  of  he  bill,  as  small  as  it  is,  we  are  to  judge  ap- 
pearances, is  the  greatest ;  but  if  by  fads,  the  sub- 
stitute would  be  much  the  most  so,  provi  ed  we 
charge  it  with  all  the  advantages,  which  the  banks 
would  derive  from  their  connection  with  the  govern- 
ment, as  ought  in  fairness  to  b;  done,  as  the  whole 
ultimately  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

In  a  single  particular  the  banks  have  the  advan- 
tage as  fiscal  agents.  They  would  be  tlie  more  con- 
venient. To  this  they  are  entitled,  and  I  wish  to 
withhold  from  them  no  credit,  which  they  may  just- 
ly claim. 

The  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  appeared 
to  have  great  apprehension,  that  the  collecli'  m  of  the 
public  dues  in  specie  might  lead  to  hoarding.  lie 
may  dismiss  his  lears  on  that  head.  It  is  not  the  ge- 
nius of  modern  and  civilized  governments  to  hoard; 
and  if  it  were,  the  banks  will  take  care,  that  there 
shall  be  no  extraordinary  accumulation  of  cash  in  the 
treasury.  Pass  the  bill,  and  I  under-write,  Ihat  we 
shall  never  have  again  to  complain  of  a  surplus.  It 
would  rarely,  if  ever  in  peace  and  settled  limes,  ex- 
ceed three  or  lour  millions  at  the  outside.  Nor  1=  his 
apprehension  that  hoarding  of  specie  would  lead  to 
war,  less  groundless.  The  danger  is  in  another  quar- 
ter. WaV  is  the  harvest  of  banks,  when  they  are 
connected  with  government.  The  vast  increase  ol 
revenue  and  expenditures,  and  the  enormous  public 
loans,  which  necessarily  enure  mainly  to  their  advan- 
tage, swell  their  profits  in  war  to  the  utmost  limits. 
Biit  separate  thein  from  government,  and  war  would 
then  be  to  them,  a  state  of  famine,  lor  reasons  which 
must  be  apparent  after  what  has  been  said,  which 
would  throw  their  weight  on  the  side  of  peace  and 
against  war  ;  just  as  certainly,  as  I  have  shown,  that 
the  separation  would  throw  it  on  the  side  of  tax  pay- 
ers, and  against  the  tax  consumers. 

I  come  now  to  the  comparison  of  the  eflects  of  the 
two  measures  on  the  currency  of  the  country.  In 
this  respect,  the  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives) 
seemed  to  think,  that  his  siibsliUite  would  have  a 
great  superiority  over  Ihe  bill ;  but  his  reasons  were 
to  me  wholly  unsatisfactory.  If  we  are  to  judge 
from  experience,  it  ought  to  be  pronounced  to  be  Ihe 
worst  possible  measure,  ll  has  been  in  operation  but 
twice  (each  for  but  a  few  years)  since  tlie  com- 
mencement of  the  government;  audit  has  so  hap- 
pened, Ihat  the  only  two  explosions  of  the  currency 
occurred  during  those  periods.  But,  without  relying 
on  these  disastrous  occurrences,  we  have  seen 
enough  to  satisfy  Ihe  most  incredulous  that  there  are 
great  and  radical  defects  in  our  bank  circulation, 
which  no  remedy  herelolore  a|iplied,  has  been  able 
to  remove.  It  originates  in  the  exce.-s  of  paper, 
compared  to  specie,  and  the  only  elJiective  cure  is  to 
increase  Ihe  latter  and  reduce  the  former;  and  this 
the  substitule  itself  impliedly  acknowledges  by  pro- 
posing a  remedy  that  would  prove  wholly  inopera- 
tive. It  proposes  that,  after  a  certain  period  men- 
tioned, none  of  the  banks  to  he  selecteil,  should  is- 
sue notes  under  ten  dollars.  The  ellects  would 
clearly  be,  not  a  diiuinution  of  the  circulalion  oi 
small  notes,  but  a  new  division  of  the  banking  busi- 
ness, in  which  the  issue  of  large  notes  would  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  selected  banks  and  the  small  to  the 
others,  without  restricting,  in  the  least,  Ihe  aggre- 
gate amount  ol"  paper  circulation. 

But  what  the  substitute  would  fail  to  do,  the  bill 
would  eltecluidly  remedy.  None  doubt,  but  the  se- 
))aration  from  the  banks  would  greatly  increase  the 
proportion  of  specie  to  paper;  but  the  senalor  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  appreliemls,  that  its  operatirju 
would  be  too  powerful  ;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  as  to 
destroy  the  banks.  His  argument  is,  that  specie 
would  be  always  at  a  premium,  ami  that  it  would  be 
impossible  lor  the  banks  to  do  business,  so  long  as 
tliat  was  the  case.  His  fears  are  groundless.  What 
he  dreads  would  be  but  a  temporary  evil.  The  very 
fact,  that  specie  would  bear  a  preminin  would  have 
the  uonble  elf'^cl,  to  diminish  paper  circulation,  and 
increase  the  importation  of  specie,  till  an  equilibrium 
between  the  two  would  be  restored,  when  they 
would  be  at  par.  At  what  point  Ihis  would  be  el- 
fected,  is  a  liille  uncertain  ;  but  Ihe  fear  is,  that  wiih 
our  decreasing  revenue,  instead  of  Ihe  specie  being 
increased  to  excess,  it  would  not  be  increased  suffi- 
ciently lo  give  the  desired  stability  to  Ihe  cunency. 

In  this  connection,  the  senator  urged  an  objection 
against  the  bill,  which  I  regard  as  wholly  ground- 
less. He  said,  that  the  payment  of  the  dues  of  the 
government  in  specie,  would  create  a  double  de- 
mand ;  a  domestic,  as  well  as  a  foreign  ;  thi'  etfecis 
of  which  would  be  lo  increase  greatly,  its  tlnctna- 
tions  ;  and  so  deeply  was  he  impresstrd  with  the 
iilea,  that  he  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  its  allernale  llow 
liom  the  coast  to  Ihe  interior,  and  from  north  to 
south,  and  back  again.  All  this  is  the  work  of  ima- 
gination. The  eil(!ct  would  be  directly  the  reverse. 
The  more  numerous  the  demands,  the  less  the  flnc- 
tuatioD  ;  30  much  so,  that  the  greatest  stability  would 


be,  where  it  exclusively  performed  the  function  of 
circulation,  and  where  each  individual  must  keep  a 
portion  to  meet  his  daily  demands.  This  is  so  obvi- 
ous, that  I  shall  not  undertake  to  illustrate  il. 

But  the  superiority  of  the  bill  over  the  substitute 
would  not  be  limited  only  (o  a  more  favorable  pro- 
portion between  specie  and  paper.  It  would  have 
another  important  advantage  that  cannot  be  well 
over-estimated;  it  would  make  a  practical  distinc- 
tion between  currency  and  circulation,  -between  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  private  and  local  circu- 
lation, under  which  head  bank  paper  would  be  com- 
prehended. The  ellects  would  be,  to  render  a  gene- 
ral explosion  of  the  circulation  almost  impossible. 
Whatever  derangements  might  occur,  would  be  local 
and  confined  to  some  one  particular  commercial 
sphere  ;  and  even,  wilhin  its  limits,  there  would  be 
a  sound  currency  to  fall  back  on,  not  partaking  of 
the  shock,  and  which  would  greatly  diminish  the  m- 
lensily  and  duration  of  the  distress.  In  the  mean 
time,  Ihe  general  business  and  finances  of  the  conn- 
try  would  proceed,  almost  without  leeling  the  de- 
rangement. 

With  a  few  remarks  on  the  comparative  effects  of 
the  two  measures  on  Ihe  industry  and  business  nl  the 
country,  I  shall  conclude  their  comparison.  What 
has  been  said  on  their  relative  effects  on  the  curren- 
cy, goes  far  to  deride  the  question  of  their  relative 
etfects  on  business  and  industry. 

I  hold  a  sound  and  stable  currency  to  be  among  (he 
greatest  encouragements  to  industry  and  business 
generally  ;  and  an  unsound  and  fiuctuating  one,  now 
expanding  and  now  contracting,  so  that  no  honest 
man  can  ^(ell  whal  to  do,  as  among  the  greatest  dis- 
couragements. The  dollar  and  the  ea'gle  are  the 
measure  of  value,  as  the  yard  and  the  bushel  are  of 
quantity  ;  and  what  would  we  think  of  Ihe  incorpo- 
ration of  companies  to  regulate  the  latter — lo  expand 
or  contract,  or  shorten  or  lengthen  them  at  pleasure, 
with  the  privilege  to  sell  by  the  contracted  or  short- 
ened, and  buy  by  the  expanded  or  len'glhened  ?  Is 
it  not  seen  that  it  would  jilace  the  whole  industry 
and  business  of  the  country  under  the  control  of  such 
companies  ?  But  it  would  not  more  ceitainly  effect 
it,  than  a  similar  control  possessed  by  the  money  iu- 
slilutions  of  Ihe  country,  over  the  measure  of  value. 
But  I  go  further,  and  assert  confidently,  that  Ihe  ex- 
cess of  paper  currency,  as  tuell  as  il.i  imsleadiness,  is 
unfavorable  to  the  industry  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try. It  raises  the  price  of  every  thing,  and  conse- 
quently increases  the  price  of  production  and  con- 
siimplion  ;  and  is,  in  the  end,  hostile  to  every  branch 
of  industry. 

I  hold  that  specie  and  paper  have  each  their  pro- 
jier  sphere  ;  the  latter  for  large  and  distant  transac- 
tions, and  the  former  for  all  others;  and  that  the 
nearer  our  circula'ion  approaches  gold  and  silver, 
consistently  with  convenience,  the  better  for  the  in- 
dustry and  the  business  of  the  country.  The  more 
specie  the  better,  till  that  point  i,5  reached.  Vvhen 
attained,  it  w'ould  combine  in  the  greatest  possible 
degree,  soundness  and  facility,  and  would  be  favora- 
ble to  the  pToduclive  classes  universally;  I  mean 
men  of  business,  planters,  merchants,  aid  manufiic- 
turers,  as  well  as  nperalives.  It  would  be  particu- 
larly favorable  to  the  south.  Onr  great  staples  are 
cash  articles  every  where  ;  and  it  was  well  remark- 
ed by  the  senatoi  from  Mississippi,  (Mr  Walker,) 
at  the  extra  session,  that  we  sold  at  cash  prices  and 
brought  at  paper  prices  ;  that  is,  sold  low  and  boiiglit 
high.  The  manulactining,  commercial  and  naviga- 
ting interests  would  also  feel  its  beneficial  ellects.  Ii 
would  cheapen  productions  and  be  lo  manufacturers 
in  lieu  of  a  protective  tariff'.  Its  elif>cls  woi^d  be  to 
enable  them  to  meet  foreign  competition,  not  by 
raising  prices  by  high  duties,  but  by  enabling  them 
to  sell  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  the  foreigner,  wh;c:i 
would  liarinonize  every  interest,  and  place  onr  inuii- 
ulactures  on  the  mcst  solid  basis.  It  is  t!ie  only 
mode  by  which  the  foreign  maiket  can  ever  be 
commanded  ;  and  commantled  it  would  be,  with 
a  sound  and  moderately  expanded  currency. 
Our  ingenuity,  invention,  and  industry  are  equal  to 
any  people;  and  all  our  manufacturers  want,  is  a 
sound  cunency  and  an  even  chance,  to  meet  co\  po- 
litiou  willi  success  any  where,  at  home  or  abn-i,.;. 
But  with  a  bloated  ami  lluctuatiug  paper  circiilatior., 
this  will  be  impossible.  Among  ils  many  draw- 
backs, it  levies  an  enormous  tax  on  the  community. 

I  have  already  stated,  thai  the  community  is  esti- 
mated lo  have  been  indebled  lo  the  banks  .VflTS, 
()OI),OUO  at  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenls.  The 
interest  on  this  sum,  estimaled  at  six  percent.  (H 
ought  to  be  higher,)  would  give  an  annual  income 
to  those  institutions  of  upwards  of  thirty  millions  ; 
and  Ibis  is  the  sum  yearly  paid  bj*  the  community  for 
bank  accommodations,  to  the  excess  of  which  we 
owe  our  bloated  and  unstable  circulation.  Neve'r 
vv.is  a  circulation  so  worthless,  furnished  at  so  dear  a 
rate.  How  much  of  this  vast  income  may  be  con- 
sidered as  interest  on  real  capital,  it  is  difficult  to  es- 


timate ;  but  it  would,  I  suppcse,  be  ample  to  set 
down  ten  millions  to  that  head,  which   would  leave  a 

upwards  of  twenty  millions  annually,  as  the  profits 
derived  from  banking  privileges  over  and  above  a 
fair  compen.sation  for  the  capital  invested,  which 
some  body  must  pay,  and  which  must  ultimately  fall 
on  the  industry  and  business  of  the  country.  But 
this  enormous  expansion  of  the  system  is  not  aston- 
ishing; so  great  is  the  stimulus  applied  to  ils  growth. 
Ingenious  men  of  other  ages,  devoted  theinselves  in 
vain  to  discover  the  art  of  converting  the  baser  me- 
tals into  gold  and  silver;  but  we  have  conferred  on 
a  portion  of  Ihe  community,  an  art  still  higher, — of 
converting  paper  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  into  the 
precious  metals ;  and  ought  we  to  be  surprised,  that 
an  article  so  cheap  to  the  manufacturers,  and  so  dear 
lo  the  rest  of  the  community,  should  be  so  greatly 
over  supplied,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  in- 
terest, or  to  the  wants  of  the  community  ? 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  senalor  from  Virginia,  and 
others  on  the  same  side,  we  owe  almost  all  our  im- 
provements ami  prosperity  to  the  banking  system  ; — 
and  if  it  should  fail,  the  age  of  barbarism  would  again 
return.  I  had  supposed  that  Ihe  bases  of  our  |)ros- 
perity  were  our  free  institutions;  the  wide  spread 
and  fertile  region  we  occupy,  and  the  hereditary  in- 
telligence and  enei'iry  of  the  stock,  from  which  we 
are  descended ;  but  it  seems,  that  all  these  go  for  no- 
thing, and  that  the  banks  are  every  thing.  I  make 
no  war  on  them.  All  I  insist  on  is,  that  the  govern- 
ment shall  separate  from  them,  which  I  believe  to  be 
indispensable,  for  the  reasons  I  have  assigned,  both 
now  and  formerly.  But  I  cannot  concur  in  attribu- 
ting to  them  our  improvements  and  prosperity.  That 
they  contributed  to  give  a  strong  impulse  to  industry 
ami  enterprise  in  the  early  stages  ol  their  operation, 
I  doubt  not.  Nothing  is  more  stimulating  than  an 
expamiing  and  depreciating  currency.  It  creates  a 
delusive  appearance  of  prosperity,  which  puts  every 
lliiug  in  motion.  Every  one  feels  as  if  he  was  grow- 
ing richer,  as  prices  rise,  and  Ihat  he-has  it  in  his 
power,  by  foresight  and  exertion,  to  make  his  Ibr- 
tnne.  But  it  is  the  nature  ol  stimulus,  moral  as  well 
as  ])hysical,  to  excite  at  first,  and  to  depress  after- 
wards. The  draught,  which  at  fiist  causes  unnatu- 
ral excitement  and  energy  is  sure  to  terminate  in 
coiresponding  depression  and  weakness;  nor  is  it 
le.ss  certain  that  the  slimnlns  of  a  currency^  expand- 
ing beyond  ils  proper  limils,  follows  the  same  taw. 
We  have  had  the  exhileration,  and  the  depression 
has  succeeded.  We  have  had  the  |.le;isure  of  get- 
ling  dnink,  and  now  experience  the  pain  of  becom- 
ing sober.  The  good  is  gone  and  the  evil  has  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  on  a  lair  calculalion,  Ihe  latter  will  be 
found  lo  be  greater  than  the  loriner.  Whatever  im- 
pulse the  banking  system  was  calculated  to  give  lo 
our  iinjiroxemeut  and  prospeiity,  has  already  been 
given  ;  and  the  reverse  eliecls  will  herealler  iollow, 
unless  the  system  should  undergo  great  and  radical 
changes  ;  the  first  step  towards  wliieh,  would  be  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  finished  what  I  intended  to 
say.  I  have  long  anticipated  the  ]ireseht  crisis,  but 
did  not  e.X|)ect  its  arrival  in  my  lime.  When  I  saw 
its  appioach,  I  resolved  lo  do  my  duly  be  the  conse- 
quences to  me  what  they  might,  and  I  oiler  my 
thanks  to  the  Author  of  my  being,  that  he  has  given 
me  the  resolution  and  opportunity  to  discharge, 
what  I  honestly  believe  to  be  that  duty  on  this  great 
subject. 

iiow  the  question  will  be  decided,  is  acknow- 
ledged lo  be  doubtliil,  so  nearly  are  the  two  houses 
su|iposed  to  be  divided;  but  whatever  iii.iy  be  its 
lale  noiv  ,  I  have  the  most  jierfect  confidence  in  its 
J'uuil  triumph.  The  public  aileiition  is  roused  The 
subject  will  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  I  have 
liO  bars  but  the  side  I  siqipori,  will  prove  to  be  the 
side  of  Irntli,  juslice,  lib:  ily,  civilization,  and  moral 
and  intellectual  excellence. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION SE.N'ATE. 

Mfirch  17.  The  senate  met,  and,  alter  the  read- 
ing ol  the  journal,  adjourned,  to  attend  the  funeial 
of  Ihe  lion.  Timothy  jaivis  Carter,  late  a  represen- 
tative from  the  slate  ol  Maine. 

March  19.  The  Vice-President  presented,  from 
the  stale  department,  a  re]iort,  called  for  by  a  sen- 
ate resolution,  ollered  by  Mr.  Beiilon,  in  relation  to 
Ihe  contract  with  the  publishers  of  the  dociiinenta- 
ry  history  of  the  revolution.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
oideied  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  post  office  department,  the  re- 
mainder of  Ihe  correspondence,  kc.  called  for  by  a 
resolution  ol  the  !)tli  instant,  oHered  by  ftli.  Niics, 
in  relation  to  the  conduet  of  the  Melriipolis  Bank, 
of  this  city,  as  a  public  fiscal  agent.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the 
documents  on  the  same  subject  from  the  treasury 
department. 
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By  iVlr.  Liiut:  I'loni  tiic  Mis.-JOiiri  iion  coii;poiiy, 
asking  ttuit  llit-y  may  bi-  peniiilled  lo  filter  3(l'il,l)u0 
acrts  of  the  public  lands  on  a  credit  of  five  years, 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  wood  upon  it  lor  the  use 
of  the  company  ;  also  asking  a  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  for  a  r.iilroad  from  the  iron  moun- 
tain to  the  Mississippi,  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Mr.  L.  recominendt^d  as  the  best  possible  site  for  a 
national  foundry.     Relerred. 

By  Messrs.  Swift,  ti'ri::lil,  and  Morris:  Various 
petitions  on  slavery  ami  the  slave  trade.  Motions 
to  receive  severally  hid  on  the  table. 

By  Alessis.  IIViifA.'  and  Morris;  remonstrating; 
against  the  admission  of  Te.\as.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By:  Mr.  liiicliuiuin,  from  H.  Binneyand  oliicrcit- 
izens  of  Philadelphia,  with  statements  of  the  large 
amount  of  properly  employed  in  the  bookselling  and 
book-publishing  husinrss,  which  would  be  at  stake 
on  the  pas^age  ol  the  proposed  international  copy- 
right law.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. Mr.  B.  intimating  that  he  would  call  it  up  hereaf- 
ter, if  it  should  be  necessary,  to  ctl'cct  the  object  of 
the  petitioners  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  copy- 
right law. 

By  Mr.  WaJl :  from  citizens  of  Essex  county. 
New  Jersey,  friends  of  a  tried  and  sound  currency, 
expressing  their  views  in  favor  of  a  United  Stales 
bank  for  that  purpose,  and  in  decided  opposition  to 
the  sub-treasury  scheme.  Referred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Riigglcs:  from  citizens  of  INlaint,  in  op- 
position lo  the  sub-tre.isury,  and  in  favor  of  a  na- 
tional bank.  L.iid  on  the  table.  By  Mr.  Lij07i  and 
Mr.  Preilon :  fro.n  individuals.  Referred.  Mr. 
Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  re- 
ported the  substitute  of  the  house,  referied  to  that 
committee,  for  the  s-iiate  bill  altering  the  time  of 
holding  the  United  Slates  courts  in  the  9lli  circuit 
without  amendment,  together  with  coininnnicalions 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  from  the  two  judges, 
Wayne  and  McKinley,  of  that  circuit. 

[This  bill  was  subsequently  taken  up,  the  two 
above  named  communications  were  reati,  together 
with  extract?  from  letters  from  the  clerks  of  the 
courts ;  an  au.endment  was  olfered  to  the  substitute 
of  the  house,  by  Mr.  Sevier,  (to  change  the  hold- 
ing ofthe  .\rkanses  circuit  court  to  October  instead 
of  March,  as  proposed,)  and  the  bill  was  then  infor- 
mally passed  over,  the  morning  honr  having  ex- 
pired.] 

Mr.  Morris  offered  a  resolution,  immediate  action 
on  which  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
lies  over  one  day,  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  to  iiKjuire  whether  the  present  laws  ofthe 
'United  States  on  the  subject  ofthe  slave  trade  pro- 
hibited that  traile.  or  the  trans.'er  of  slaves  between 
this  country  and  Texas. 

Mr.  Knight,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  King.  Read  twice  and 
referred.  | 

The  senale  resumed  the  consideration  of  fhesub- 
treasiiry  bill.  | 

Mr.  Benlon  concluded  his  remarks  in  favor  ofthe 
bill.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Soulhtird,  the  senate  ad- 
joiirneil. 

Miirch  20.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  large  meeting  ofthe  friends  ofthe  late 
and  present  administrations  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  recently 
held  at  Pittsburgh,  on  which  occasion  George  A. 
Cook  presided.  Mr.  McK.  said,  on  looking  over 
the  names  ol  the  gentle;nen  who  made  the  call  and 
took  part  in  this  meeting,  he  knew  many  of  them 
to  be  what  they  profess  to  be,  "friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  late  and  present  administrations;'" 
he  knew  also  that  thev  were  men  of  respectabilily 
and  democrats  ofthe  old  school.  Read,  laid,  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Several  petitions  from  individuals,  Stc.  were  pre- 
sented and  referred. 

A  number  of  bills  were  reported; 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reporteil  the  bill  referred  to  the-n.  establishing  the 
territory  of  loway  from  a  portion  of  that  of  Wis- 
consin, with  an  amendment,  which  was  reail. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Norvell,  for  de- 
claring the  sense  of  the  senale  that  no  one  en;:a;ed 
in  a  duel  ought  to  be  appointed  to  office  under  the 
U.  S.  government,  was  taken  up,  and  without  de- 
bate, laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Morris,  for  iri- 
stnictinglbe  committee  on  the  judiciarv  to  inquire 
in  regard  to  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Texas  in  regard  to  slavery,  under  existing  laws, 
and  whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  or  expe- 
dient on  this  subject,  was  taken  up,  and,  without 
debate,  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wiilher, 
as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Brown.  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 


Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King.  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Moiiton,  Nicholas,  Norvtdl.  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane, 
liobinson,  Seviei,  Smith,  u\'  Connecticut,  Southard, 
Spcnco,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter, 
Walker,  White,  Wright,  Young— 32. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Nile.?, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swilt,  Wil- 
liams— 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  .subject  of  increasing  the  coinpensn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  district  attorney  lor  Li- 
diana. 

.'\lso,  of  allowing  mileage  to  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  courts  lor  the  purpose  of  equalizing 
their  salaries. 

Mr.  Il'i/W,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  referred  to  tliein  supplementary  to  the  act 
regulating  the  processes  in  the  courts  ol  the  United 
States  providing  compensation  lor  jurors,  witnesses, 
&c.  with  a  motion  for  its  indefinite  postponement. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  motion  to  discharge  the  same  committee 
from  the  farther  consideration  ol  the  subject  of  pay- 
ing jurors  in  the  United  States  district  court  in 
Mississippi.     I.,aid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Michael  Caskett  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  of  tlic 
United  States  in  the  ninth  circuit. 

The  amendment  before  olfered  by  Mr.  Se\icr  to 
the  substitute  of  the  other  house  for  the  bill,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  .9ecicr  moved  farther  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  declaring  it  a  high  misdeiucanor  lor  any  judge 
to  f.iil  or  refuse  to  hold  the  courts  as  required  by 
the  law,  except  in  the  case  of  sickness. 

Mr.  PrestonnwA  Mr.  Clinj,  of  Alabama,  objected 
lothii  amendment  as  redundant,  or  as  interfering 
with  the  ])rovision  ofthe  constitution  that  judges 
should  hold  thefr  office  during  good  behavior,  a 
point  that  must,  in  any  case,  be  decided  under  the 
constitution,  in  pursuance  of  a  process  of  impeach- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sevier,  on  account  of  several  successive  fail- 
ures to  hold  the  court  in  Arkansas,  insisted  on 
trying  the  question  on  his  amendment,  though  he 
was  willing  to  amend  it  by  adding  other  proper  and 
sufficient  excuses  besides  that  of  sickness. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  bill  was 
informally  passed  over. 

The  senate  again  took  under  consideration  the 
sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Soul/iiird  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Benton.  Before 
he  had  concluded. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  ses- 
sion. 

March  21.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  .5,(100  extra  copies  of  the 
report  on  the  subject  of  acclimating  tropical  plants 
in  Florida,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Coryilon  to  Harrison  county,  in  Imliana. 

Mr.  Tipton  also  olfered  a  resolution  directing  the 
expenditure  of  an  appropriation  heretotore  made 
lor  the  removal  of  the  United  States  troo|)S  from 
Fort  Gibson.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  house  bills  referred  to  them,  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  Dyer,  and  of  Sqiiier  Stearns,  with 
a  notice  that  when  they  should  come  up  he  should 
move  for  their  indefinite  postponement. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  United  Slates  courts 
in  the  ninth  district. 

Mr.  Sevier  withdrew  his  amendment,  making  it 
a  high  misdemeanor  for  a  judge  lo  refuse  or  fail  lo 
hold  the  courts  as  required  by  law,  except  in  case 
of  sickness. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  substitute  of  the 
house  for  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  senate, 

Mr.  Preston  opposed  the  substitute  on  the  ground 
that  it  added  to  the  circuit  of  Judge  V.'ayne  the 
state  of  Alabama,  in  which  Judge  McKinley  re- 
sides, thus  also  relieving  one  of  them  from  certain 
duties,  and  imposing  them  on  another,  when  the 
duties  of  both  respectively  were  well  known  to 
them  when  they  accepted  their  appointments. 

Mr.  Clai/,  of  Alabama,  repudiated  all  personal 
considerations  relatingto  the  judges,  and  urged  the 
proprietv  and  expediency  of  the  substitute,  (join- 
ing .Alabama  to  Georgia' and  South  Carolina,)  on 
the  ground  of  public  utility. 

.Mr.  TI7(!7e  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  sen- 
timent of  Mr.  Clay,  that  legislation  ..honid  be  con- 
ducted with  a  view  to  the  public  interests,  and  not 
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to  men.  He,  however,  objieled  lotiiens 
U\o  judges  within  the  same  circuit;  ai.d.  on  this 
principle,  in  connexion  with  the  unreasonable 
amount  of  duties  wliich  would  be  imposed  on 
judge  Wayne,  he  opposed  the  substitute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  northeas- 
tern boundary.  Laid  on  the  tabic,  and  1,UI)0  extra 
conies  ordered  lobe  printed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  sub- 
treasuiy  bill. 

Mr.  Soulliuril  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Rives's  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  and  it  was  lost  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YE. \S— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clav,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Prentiss.  Preslon,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins,  Rugglcs,  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tijiton,  Webster.  White— 22 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbcrl,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  I'ierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sinilh.  of  Connc'clicut. 
Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  \V'illiam3,  Wright, 
Young— :;o. 

Mr.  Ci/Micri  expressed  great  regret  for  dilfeiing 
at  all  from  his  political  friends;  he  was  not  unwil- 
ling to  separate  the  government  from  the  banks, 
but  still  would  not  concur  in  refusing  to  take  the 
paper  of  the  banks,  which  constituted  and  must 
constitute  the  principal  inedliiin  of  commerce  and 
currency  of  the  people.  He  therefore  moved  lo 
strikeout  the  23d  section  of  the  bill,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  government  should  gradually  cease 
entirely  to  receive  the  notes  of  other  banks. 

Mr.  Cnlhuun  said  he  reganled  this  as  a  very  im- 
portant provision  of  the  bill ;  and  before  taking  the 
question  on  sinking  it  out,  he  wished  to  bo  li-'ard 
on  this  point,  and  also  in  the  expression  of  his 
views  in  a  general  argument  in  favor  ol  the  bill. — 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn ; 
whereupon 

The  senate  went  informally  into  executive  ses- 
sion, after  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    nEPRESF.NT.VTIVES. 

Saturday,  Marcli  17.  Immediately  alter  the  read- 
ing ofthe  joiiinal  ol  Thursday,  general  George  M. 
Keim,  a  member  elected  from  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  tr.ok  his  seat. 

At  half  past  twelve  o'clock   the  funeral  service 
was  perlbrmed   in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reese,  chaplain  of  the 
house,  and  immediately  after  the  procession  moved 
to  the  place  of  interment  in  the  following  order: 
The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 
Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 
The  committee  of  arrangements,  viz: 
Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine, 
Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.    Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky. 
Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ct.      Mr.  Hamer,  of  'Ohio. 
Mr.  Pickens,  of  S.  C.       Mr.  Gray,  of  N.  Y. 

Pall  bearers,  viz: 
Mr.  Phillips,  of  Mass.     Mr.  Worlhington.  of  Md. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Te.       Mr.  llolsey,  of  Ga. 
Mr.  T,aylor,  of  N.  Y.  '    Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois. 

THE  CORPSE. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 

senators  from  Maine,  as  mourners. 
The  sergcant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 
The   house  of  representatives,  preceded   by  their 
speaker  and  clerk. 
The  other  ollicers  ofthe  house. 
The  sergeant. at  arms  of  the  situate. 
The  senate  of  the  United  Slates,  preceded   by  the 
vice  president,  and  their  secretary. 
The  other  olficers  of  the  senate. 
The  president  ofthe  United  Slates. 
The  lieails  of  departments. 
Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  its  officers. 
Foreign  ministers. 
Citizens  and  strangers. 
Monday.  Mnrcli  19.     The  Speaker  laiil  before  Ihc 
house  the  following  executive  communications: 

A  letter  from  Ihe  secretary  of  war  accompanied 
by  the  report  and  map  ofthe  survey  of  Ihe  harbor 
and  month  of  Connecticut  river,  called  for  by  the 
the  house  on  the  19th  Feb.  last. 

A  letter  from  the  secrelary  of  war.  accompanied 
by  the  reports  ofthe  surveys  ofthe  harbors  of  .\cw 
Bullalo  and  Twenty  Mile  creek,  called  ibr  by  the 
house  on  the  5th  of  March  inst. 
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A  letter  Iroja  tlie  secretary  of  war,  accompanied 
by  the  papers  in  the  case  of  William  Lomnr. 

A  letter  Irom  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
a  statement  showing:  the  relative  cost  attending  the 
enlistment,  equipment.  &c.  of  mounted  men  or  ca- 
valry and  inlantry,  called  for  by  the  house  on  the 
19th  of  February. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmittinij 
information  respectins;  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pense of  removing  obstructions  in  the  Atchafalaya 
river,  called  for  on  the  5th  inst. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
inittiufi;  a  statement,  exhibiting,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, the  amount  disbursed  in  each  year,  and  in  each 
state  and  terrritory,  for  1S3-1,  18.3.5,  1836,  1S37,  for 
fortifications,  light-houses,  and  their  support,  revo- 
lutionary and  other  pensions,  and  internal  improve- 
ments, Sec.  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  house  of  the  5th  instant. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  house  of  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary, relative  to  the  ex])loringcxpedition. 

The  Chinr  proceeded,  under  the  rule,  to  call  the 
diti'erent  states  for  tlie  presentation  of  resolutions, 
■when  more  than  eighty-seven  were  olfered,  amojig 
which  w-ere  the  following. 

Mr.  Underwood  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day. 

Resoli<ed,'Th^t  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  deemed  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interests,  whether  he  has 
given  authority  to  major  gen.  T.  S.  Jesup,  or  any 
other  person,  to  treat  with  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  to  allow  them  to  retain  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
Florida  as  a  permanent  residence,  or  whether  he 
has  instructed  said  Jesup  to  make  no  .such  tjeaty  o: 
stipulation  with  said  Indians,  in  case  they  shouM 
muke  such  proposition,  and  offer  peace  upon  condi- 
tion of  being  allowed  to  remain  in  Florida. 

Resolred  fnilher,  That  the  president  be  requested 
to  inlorin  this  house,  if  not  deemed  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  whether  said  Imlians  have 
olfered  to  be  at  peace  upon  condition  that  they  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  as  modified. 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with   a  copy  of  his  answer  to 
the  letter  of  generalJesup,  dated  fort  Jupiter,  Feb. 
11,  1S3S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gushing,  it  was 
iJpso/t'crf,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the 
house  whatever  information  may  be  in  his  posses- 
sion relative  to  the  intermeddling  of  any  foreign 
goverment,  or  the  subjects  or  officers  thereof,  with 
the  Indian  tribes  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  the  ter- 
ritory beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  or  elsewhere 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  by  the  supply 
of  munitions  of  war,  the  stated  distribution  of  gra- 
tuities, or  pension,  or  otherwise;  and  likewi.-.e  all 
correspondence  or  communications  had  with  any 
foreign  government,  respecting  the  title  or  occupa- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  territory  of  the  United  States 
beyond  the  Rocky  mountains. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  it  was 
Rejoined,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorising  and  instructing  the  post- 
master general  to  bargain  and  contract  with  any 
company,  or  companies,  to  take  a  mail  for  the 
United  States  to  and  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama 
to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  back  again,  provided  such 
contract  can  be  made  upon  reasonable  terms  in  the 
judgment  of  the  postmaster  general. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacee, 

Resoheil,  That  the  speaker  communicate  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  Maine  that  a  vacancv  has 
occurred  in  its  representation  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, by  the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
late  a  member  thereof. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nmjes, 

Resolned,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  to  this  house  a  statement  of  the 
Iinmber  of  arrivals  and  clearances,  with  their  ton- 
nage and  value  of  cargoes,  of  British  and  American 
vessels  respectively,  to  and  from  ports  iu  the  liii- 
tisb  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 
in  the  year  commencing  January  1,  and  ending 
December  31,  1S28,  and  also  in  the  year  commenc- 
ing January  1,  and  ending  Dec.  31,  1837,  in  the 
following  districts,  to  wit:  Passamaqnoddy,  Port- 
laud  and  Falmouth,  Boston  and  Charleston,  and 
New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallonj, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  the  olficers  of  reverme  cutters  "during  the 
time  they  shall  be  co-operating  with  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  the  same  pay  and  rations  to  wliic' 


officers  in  the  navy  of  a  like  rank  are  by  law  now- 
entitled  to  receive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deberr;/, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  pension 
law  of  June,  1332,  to  such  persons  as  performed 
the  requisite  service  in  the  capacity  of  mechanics 
or  wagoners  when  put  to  such  service  by  the  officers 
in  command. 

Mr.  Harlan  olTered  the  following,  which  was 
considered  and  disagreed  to  by  the  house; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instrusled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
cadets  in  the  military  academy  at  West  Point. 

Mr.  Lincoln  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one 
dav: 

Rasolved,  That  the  16th  rule  of  the.  house  be 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  to  wit: 
^rlnd  provided  also.  That  resolutions  and  memorials 
from  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  and  terri- 
torial governments  of  the  union  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  be  within  the  application  of  the  rule,  but 
it  shall  be  in  order  to  present  such  resolutions  or 
memorials  on  any  day  within  the  first  hour  of  the 
session  of  the  hou.^e. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  ttj  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  extending  the  benefits  which  are  provided  in 
certain  cases  for  widows  of  olficers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolution  by  the  third  section  of  the  pension 
act  of  July  4,  1S36,  to  the  widows  of  such  olficers 
and  soldiers  as  have  tlied  since  the  passage  ofsaid  act. 

Mr.  Loomis  offered  the  following,  which  lies  oves 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  furnish  to 
this  house  an  estimate,  showing  as  near  as  he  can 
ascertain — 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  free  parcels  estimated  by  weight: 

2.  What  proportion  consists  of  tree  parcels  esti- 
mated by  amount  of  postage  on  parcels  that  pay 
postage,  anil  accounting  all  printed  documents  at 
patnphlet  postage; 

3.  What  would  the  proportion  of  the  amount  of 
postage  to  be  paid  by  government,  in  case  all  free 
parcels  were  charged  to  government  at  the  same 
rate  as  private  parcels  are  charged; 

4.  To  how  low  a  rate  the  tariff  of  postage  would 
be  reduced,"  and  sustain  the  department,  in  case 
all  parcels  conveyed  by  mail  were  chargeable  with 
postai^e; 

5.  To  how  low  a  rale  the  tariff  of  postage  can 
be  reduced,  now  or  prospectively,  ztif/ii'/i  two  years 
retaining  the  ]iresent  franking  ))rivilcge,  and  sustain 
the  department,  with  a  rate  of  tariff  deemed  judi- 
cious and  proper  by  him,  in  cas?  such  retluction 
should  be  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  lessening  the  rates  of  []ostage  on  letters, 
so  as  to  make  it  only  equal  to  the  cost  of  transport- 
ing the  mails,  as  near  as  may  be. 

On  motion  of  Russell. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  stale  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  a  sfateuient  of  the  number 
of  eieigranfs  from  foreign  countries  which  have 
arrived  within  the  United  States  annually  during 
the  last  ten  years,  the  places  at  which  they  have 
arrived,  the  countiies  from  which  they  came,  the 
expense  of  their  transportation  hither,  by  whom 
defrayed,  and  their  circumstances  and  condition 
generally,  as  far  as  may  be  iu  his  power  with  such 
other  informationTelating  to  the  introduction  into 
the  United  States  of  foreign  paupers  by  the  au- 
thority of  loreign   governments  as  he  may  possess. 

Mr.  Henri/ offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  dissemination  of  knowledge 
to  all  classes  of  citizens  is  of  the  first  importance, 
for  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people  depend  the  per- 
minence  and  stability  of  onr  republican  institutions, 
and  one  important  medium  through  which  know- 
ledge is  communicated  is  that  of  the  press,  in  the 
circulation  of  public  newsfiapers.  That  facilities 
may  be  more  amply  afforded  to  the  poorer  portion 
of  our  fellow  citizens  toacquire,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, all  information  in  relation  to  our  public  affairs, 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  e.xpediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  law  that  requires  the  jiayment  of  postage 
on  public  newspapers,  so  far  as  relates  to  those  that 
are  carried  iu  the  mail  within  the  city  or  county 
where  such  papers  are  printed  and  published,  and 
that  in  future  the  same  shall  be  carried  without 
charge. 

Mr.  Toland  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciaiy  be 
directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the  punishment 
of  death  lor  all  oll'ences  against  the  United  Slates, 
except  treason  and  murder,  and  to  abolish  the  pun- 
ishment of  whipping  for  all  oflences  against  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  commnnicate  to  this  house  the  names  of 
the  late  deposite  banks  as  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  benefit  of  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  the 
12th  (lay  of  October  last,  by  giving  the  requisite 
security,  and  such  as  have  discharged  the  balances 
due  from  them  at  that  time,  and  such  as  have  failed 
to  comply  with  the  act,  and  the  amount  of  balance 
due  from  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing 
by  law  the  number  of  officers,  petty  olficers  and 
seamen  to  be  employed  in  the  naval  service,  or  of 
fixing  the  number  of  officers,  petty  officers  and 
seamen  to  be  employed  on  board  of  frigates,  sloops, 
and  other  vessels  of  war  respectively. 

Resolved,  further.  That  said  committee  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  provisions  by  law  are  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  accountability  of  officers,  or 
agents  entrusted  with  the  custody  or  safe-keeping 
of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
use  of  the  navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T/ioinpson, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  house  with  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  revenue  received  in  each  state  or 
territory  during  the  year  1836;  and  also  the  amount, 
as  nearly  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained,  expend- 
ed during  that  year  in  each  state  and  territory;  and 
also  with  a  statement  of  the  whole  bank  capital  of 
the  United  States,  designating  the  capital  of  each 
bank,  and  the  place  where  located. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  the  annuity 
granted  to  the  New  York  Seneca  Indians  lor  1837 
has  been  paid,  and  if  not.  whether  the  funds  have 
been  remitted  to  the  paying  agent;  and  if  so,  when 
and  the  causes  why  said"  annuity  has  not  been  paid; 
ami  that  he  communicate  ail  the  correspondence  to 
and  with  the  department  or  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  upon  this  subject.  And  further,  whether 
goods  have  been  olfered  to  said  Indians  in  part 
payment  of  such  annuity,  and,  if  so,  by  what  au- 
thority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  issuing  patents  to  those  persons 
who  hold  the  equitable  title  to  Indian  reservations, 
after  the  sale  by  the  original  purchaser. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  a  copy  ol  the  report 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  public  works  at  St. 
Josephs,  in  Michigan,  and  Michig.in  city,  in  In- 
diana,  lor  the  year  1837,  and  of  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same. 

Mr.  Zyon  offered  the  following  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  ISth  rule  of  the  house  be  so 
amended  as  to  embrace  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  as  one  of  the  persons  entilled  to  admission 
within  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Etving, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  bs 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding concessions  or  donation  grants  within  our  ter- 
ritorial boundary  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  lo 
all  citizens,  heads  of  families,  who  shall  have  set- 
tled upon  and  improved  the  same  previous  to  the 
1st  day  of  January  of  the  year  1S41. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Casey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  bo 
instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  to  aid  iu  the 
completion  of  the  various  works  of  internal  im- 
provement in  which  said  slate  is  engaged. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieiicy  of  report- 
ing a  bill  granting  to  each  soldier  who  served 
in  any  of  the  campaigns  against  the  Indians,  in 
the  northwestern  territory,  between  the  years  1781, 
and  17S6,  a  tract  of  land  not  less  than'  32U  acres 
each,  to  be  located  on  any  surveyed  lands  of  the 
general  goverment  not  otherw  ise  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commeice  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  repealing  the  law  which  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  of  debentures  to  fishing  vessels. 
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Mr.  Martin  alfered  the  following,  which  lies  ovtr 
one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instruct'"d  to  inquire  as  to  the  best  mode  ol' dispos- 
ing; of  tlie  public  buds  within  the  several  states  of 
this  union,  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  same  may  be 
done,  having  a  proper  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
government  and  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Jilr.  Shields  oliered  tlie  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Whereas,  many  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  present  Florida 
Seminole  war,  lost  their  horses  and  baggage  in  said 
service,  without  any  lault  of  theirs,  because  the 
United  States  had  failed  to  provide  forage  for  said 
horses,  and  conseipiently  said  troops  were  dis- 
mounted, Kiany  hundred  miles  from  home,  and  re- 
quired to  perform,  and  did  perform,  after  they  were 
dismounted,  on  foot,  the  same  services  which  were 
required  of  mounleil  men;  and,  notwithstanding 
their  monthly  pay  while  mounted  was  twenty  dol- 
lars, it  was  reduced  after  they  had  sustained  such 
loss  to  eight  dollai-s  per  month:  and,  whore.is,  the 
horses  of  many  of  said  troops  died  from  excessive 
fatigue  in  ctecnling  extraordinary  orders  of  the 
commanding  oliicers,  without  any  fault  of  their 
riders,  and  the  said  horses  were  killed  by  accident 
or  casualty  while  under  the  immediate  orders  and 
direction  of  said  oliicers,  to  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  liable;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  claim?  be  in- 
structed to"inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  said  dismounted  men,  who  perfoimed  si-rvices 
as  above  stated,  additional  pay,  so  as  to  make  their 
monthly  wages  equal  to  that  of  mounted  men  in 
said  service;  and,  also,  of  providing  that  the  pro- 
perty lost  in  said  service,  in  any  of  the  troops 
above  mentioned,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Diivies  offered  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  Ihe  house. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  stated  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  this  house  shall  be  half  past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Ctishmaii  offered  a  similar  resolution,  fixing 
the  time  of  meeting  at  H  o'clock,  which  was  also 
rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice  Garland, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  issuing  patents  for  land  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana'since  the  last  report  made  to 
this  house  on  that  subject,  staling  particularly  how 
many  patents  have  been  issued  for  private  land 
claims;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  under  the 
credit  system;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  un- 
der the  cash  system  at  public  sales,  and  by  pri- 
vate entry  of  lands  that  have  been  olfered  for  sale; 
how  many  for  lands  soM  under  the  did'erent  laws 
authorizing  the  entiy  at  private  sale  of  the  back 
lands  in  that  state;  how  many  for  purchasers  under 
each  of  tlie  pre-emption  laws  of  1814,  of  May  29, 
IS.'Sn,  and  June  19,  18:{1;  and  how  many  under  a'ly 
other  description  of  title.  Also,  how  many  remain 
yet  to  be  issued  of  each  of  said  description  of  ti- 
tles, and  the  cause;  that  delay  the  issuing  of  said 
patents;  also,  when  it  is  probable  the  patent."  now 
suspended  will  bj  issued;  also,  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  examination  of  the  cerlilicales  of 
purchase  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  June  19, 
13:i4;  when  the  examination  will  probably  termi- 
nate; and  under  what  law  or  laws  the  said  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  or  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  olfioe,  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  suspended 
the  issuing  of  patents  under  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Saivijer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  e-itab- 
lishing  a  light  boat  olf  Bluff  Point,  on'Albemarle 
sound. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  nf  re- 
modelling the  consular  establish.nentof  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  3dains  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  direct- 
ed to  cause  to  be  made  out,  and  reported  to  this 
house,  a  list  of  all  Ihe  petitions,  'memorials  ond ' 
papers  presented  to  the  house,  at  the  late  session.  I 
and  at  tlie  present  session  of  congress,  and  laid  on  | 
the  table  without  being  read,  printed,  debated,  or 
referred;  specifying  the  name  of  the  first  petitioner, 
and  the  numb2r  ofsignatures  to  each  paper  so  laid 
on  the  table;  specifying  also  the  state  fro:n  which  1 
each  petition,  memorial  remonstrance,  or  resolu- 
tion came:  and  distinguishing  all  such  as  have 
been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  general  resolution  1 
ofthe  21st  December,  1837,  from  those  which  have  | 
been  laid  on  the  table  by  separate  motions,  and  i 


showing  the  object  prayed  for  in  each  of  said  peti- 
tions, memorials,  remonstrances  ajid  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directeil 
to  lay  before  this  house  a  copy  of  his  answer  to  a 
letter  of  general  Jesup,  of  tlic  2()th  December, 
1837. 

Mr.  Pattun  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions,  olfercd  by 
himself,  on  a  former  day,  on  the  subject  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  and  the  manner  of  its  exercise,  and 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
to  inquire  wdiether  any  "honest,  capable,  and  faith- 
ful" oliicers  have  been  dismissed  from  ollices  not 
on  grounds  of  error,  negligence,  incapacity,  niis- 
coniluct,  or  unfitness;  and,  also,  to  consider  and 
report  wdiether  any  and  what  r.^striclions  can  be 
imposed  by  law  upon  the  execiilive  patronage,  so 
as  more  effectually  to  guard  against  abuse  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  removal 
from  and  apiiointmcnt  to  office. 

And  upon  this  motion  Mr.  Pallon  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  asked  if  it  was  the  object  ofthe 
mover  to  make  the  consideration  of  this  resolution 
the  special  order. 

Mr.  Pattun  replied  that  it  was  his  object  to  move 
for  the  assignment  of  a  particular  day  for  the  con- 
sideration ofthe  resolution. 

Mr.  Boon  wished  to  vote  understandingly.  lie 
would  ask  how  far  back  this  inquiry  was  to  go? 

Mr.  Ration  said  he  was  willing  that  it  should  go 
back  to  the  beginning  ofthe  government. 

The  resolutions  were  again  read  at  the  request 
of  several  members,  and,  the  question  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  Yeas,  71,  nays  (iG.  So  that, 
(more  than  a  hundred  members  being  absent.)  two. 
thirds  not  voting  for  the  motion,  the  house  refused 
at  this  time  to  give  preference  to  the  cons.deration 
of  Mr.  Patton's  resolutions. 

Petitions. 

The  state?  were  then  called  upon,  in  order,  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  when  they  were  prn- 
senteil  bv  the  following  gentlemen,  viz: 

From  Maine,  by  Messrs.  Fairfield  and  Davee. 

From  Massachusetts,  by  Messrs.  Cushing.Hriggs, 
Fletcher,  Calhoun,  Lincoln,  Reeil,  Adams,  and 
Phillips. 

From  Connecticut,  by  Mr.  Ingham. 

From  Vermont,  by  Mr.  F.verctt. 

From  New  York,  by  Messrs.  ~Jackson,  Noble, 
Childs,  Curtis,  Marvin,  Filinore,  Sibley,  Loomis, 
Peck,  DeGratf,  Russell,  Bronson,  and  Ilotfuian. 

From  New  Jersey,  by  Mr.  Maxwell. 

From  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Henry, 
McClure,  Naylor,  Paynter,  Pliimer,  Hubley,  Mor- 
ris, Toland.  and  Biddle. 

From  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Howard. 

From  Vir:;inia,  by  Messrs.  Pennybacker,  Wise, 
Johnson,  and   Hopkins. 

From  Norih  Carolina,  by  Mr.  Montgomery. 

From  South  Carolina,  by  Messrs.  Richardson, 
Rhett,  and  Legare. 

From  Tennessee,  by  Messrs.  Stone.  Carter,  J. 
L.  Williams,  the  Speaker,  and  McClellan. 

From  Ohio,  by  Messrs.  Ilaincrand  Kilgore. 

From  Indiana,  by  Messrs.  Ewing,  White,  and 
Ilerod. 

From  Illinois,  by  Mr.  Snyder. 

From  Missouri,  by  Mr.  Harrison. 

Fron  -•Mabama,  by  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Lyon. 

From  Michigan,  by  Mr.  Crary. 

From  Florida,  by  Mr.  Downing. 

Memorials  in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  and  the 
subject  of  duelling  generally,  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Fairfield,  Davee,  Adams,  McClellan.  Sib- 
ley, Loomis,  De  Graff,  Maxwell.  Henry,  McClure, 
Biddle,  Polk,  Kilgore,  and  Phillips,  and  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Remonstrances  aiainst  the  annexation  of  Texas 
were  presented  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Lincoln,  and 
Naylor,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

ISIemorials  relating  to  slavery,  were  presented 
by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Briggs,  Fletcher.  Lincoln, 
Adams,  Everett,  Davis,  Henry,  Naylor,  Kilgore, 
and  Herod. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  20.  On  m"tion  of  Mr.  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, the  Speaker  was  lequested  to  appoint  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  claims,  vice  Mr.  Car- 
ter, deceased. 

After  a  number  of  committees  had  reported,  the 
house  took  up  the  unfinished  business  ofthe  morn- 
ing, which  was  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Win.  C.  John- 
son, in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  public  lands 
for  public  schools  already  debated  by  that  gentle- 
man for  several  days  during  that  hour.  He  had  not 
finished  when  the  time  appropriated  to  morning 
business  elapsed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelcnc;,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 


union,  (,Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  approBri- 
alion  bill.  "     f^ 

Mr.  Cambreleng  pronosed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  same  to  be  appropriated  lor  the 'pro- 
tection of  seamen,  from  Ihirlij  Ihoiisaml  dollars,  as 
proposed  in  tlic  bill,  to/ortij  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  .'Idams  complained  that  it  had  not  been 
shown  to  he  clearly  necessary  to  appropriate  so 
large  an  ailditional  sum  to  that  already  appropriated 
lor  this  object  at  the  exira  session.  'He  wanted  an 
inquiry  into  this  subject. 

It  was  also  objected  by  Mr.  .•?.  //.  Shepperd,  that 
Ihe  accounts  of  tlie  ollicvis,  employed  to  disburse 
this  money,  as  foreign  consuls,  itc.  were  not  before 
the  house  ;  ami  that  an  investigation  of  these  ac- 
counts should  he  had. 

Mr.  Hoivard  attributed  the  necessity  of  making 
an  additional  appropriation  lor  this  object  to  the 
dill'erencc  of  exchange,  which  has  made  the  expen- 
diture greater,  and  which  will  have  the  same  elfcct 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  ./I.  II.  Shepperd  contended  that  the  great  sin 
in  this  matter  is  that  sums  are  represented  as  being 
expended,  which  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
olficers.     He  was  for  an  iiiquiry  into  this  subject. 

Mr.  ./Idams,  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  drafts  were  made  lor  the  purpose 
under  consideration,  by  foreign  consuls,  and  urged 
still  further  the  necessity  ofthe  inquiry  he  had  pro- 
posed. Mr.  A.  thought  there  was  n  good  deal  in 
Ihe  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Howard,)  that  the  dillerence  in  exchange  was  the 
cause  of  an  increased  expenditure  in  this  depart- 
ment. He  said  that  this  had  been  adverted  to  as  a 
good  argument  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme. 
This  he  had  hardly  expected  :  but  he  hoped  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
or  some  other  skilful  financier  in  lhi.s' house,  would 
bring  forward  some  measure,  which  would  have  the 
effect  to  relieve  the  country  from  such  an  onerous 
tax  as  that  to  which  allusion  was  made  by  the  chair- 
man ofthe  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr  Phillips  made  statements  to  show  that  there 
had  latterly  been  a  grcal  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases,  calling  for  the  expenditure  of  this  appropria- 
tion, and  to  (demonstrate  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Some  explanations  ensued,  between  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  and  Adams,  as  to  the 
mode  of  remitting,  draw  ing,  and  disbursing  the  fund 
for  the  relief  of  distressed  seamen. 

Mr.  McKay  contended  that  Ihe  whole  matter  re- 
quired to  be  regulated  and  revised,  and  showed  the 
necessity  of  this  by  comparing  the  present  usage 
with  the  requisitions  of  Ihe  law  of  1S0.'J.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment. 

M  r.  McKim  thought  the  amendment  proposed  one 
ofthe  most  important  items  in  the  bill  before  the 
committee.  The  object  was  most  useful,  and  the 
necessity  ofthe  case  required  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease should  now  be  made. 

The  c^uestion  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  ayes  -ll,  noes  19;  no  (jnorum  voting. 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man announced  the  fact  that  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent, 

i\Ir.  Reed  roue  to  move  that  the  house  adjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  who  were  present.  He  should  vote 
against  adjournment. 

"Ptie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn  by  the  following  vote:  yeas  9, 
nays  121. 

A  quorum  appearing,  Mr.  Casey  resumed  the 
chair,  and  the  amendment  under  consideration  w,as 
adopted  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  (who  slated  that 
there  was  no  other  heail  under  which  the  appropri- 
ations could  be  presented,)  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  provide  lor  the  second  payment  of  Lulgi 
Persico,  under  a  joint  resolution  of  both  houses, 
.§4000:  and  for  the  second  payment  to  artists  em- 
ploveil  upon  the  pictures  lor  the  rotiindo.  JfSOOd. 

Mr.  Bell  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
bill: 

"Sec.  .  ./Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  alter  the  first  day  of  October  next,  the  salaries 
of  all  Ihe  olficers  for  Ihe  payment  of  which  provi- 
sion is  made  in  this  act,  and  all  compensations  and 
allowances  to  agents  or  other  persons  authorized  by 
law,  the  payment  of  which  is  provided  lor  in  this 
act  except  the  president  and  judges  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  except  also,  such  officers, 
agents,  diplomatic  or  commercial,  whose  diilies  re- 
quire them  to  reside  without  the  limits  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  territories  thereof,  shall  be  re- 
duced one-fourth,  or  t^veiity-five  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  now  aulhorized  by  law:  provided,  that  any 
time  before  Ihe  said  first  day  of  October,  llio  bill 
reported  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to 
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tiiP  hpqsp  orreprp'pntatives,  entitled  'a  bill  to  pro- 
vuie  loi-  llie  cuilccl.oii,  SL.re-ke.-|,ing,  trar,sl>T  aiul 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,' or  any  other 
bill  of  a  similar  tenJ,incv,  or  in  which  provision 
shall  be  made  lor  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury 
notes  or  other  evidences  of  debt  issued  under  the 
autho'rity  of  the  United  States,  to  the  exclusion  ol 
current   bank  notes  shall  become  the  law  ol  the 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected  that  this  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  as  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
under  the  rules  of  the  house. 

The  Chair  decided  it  not  to  be  in  order. 
Mr.  Bell  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision.  The 
rule  in  question  provides  that  "  no  motion  or  pro- 
position on  a  subject, diiferent  from  that  under  con- 
sideration, should  be  admitted  under  color  of  amend- 
ment." This  objection  did  not  apply  to  this 
amendment,  he  cuiitended;  it  liad  releivnce  to  the 
specific  subject-matter  of  the  bill.  He  also  an- 
swered other  supposed  objertions  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  his  proposition  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
under  consideriition  ;  and  insisted  that  the  construc- 
tio-n  of  the  rule,  set  up  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng.)  as  an  objection  to  this 
amendment,  was  a  new  "construction  of  a  rule  act- 
ed upon  for  many  years  without  such  objections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  defemled  the 
appropriateness  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  this 
bill.  He  liuve  instances  to  show  that  the  practice 
of  the  house  was  in  favor  of  such  a  construction  ol 
the  rule.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  overrule 
the  decision  of  the  chair  upon  this  question  of  order, 
whether  the  amendment  itself  were  or  were  not 
adopted. 

Mr.  C«m6re/cng- opposed  the  appeal,  and  contend- 
ed that  the  letlef  of  the  rule  should  be  adhered  to, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  practice  of  the  house 
under  that  rule  hitherto. 

Mr.  Bell  further  contended  that  his  amendment 
was  not  on  a  diiferent  subject  from  that  under  con- 
sideration, and  urged  its  adoption  upon  thatc;round, 
as  well  as  upon  the  uniform  practice  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Halsleiid  sustained  the  appeal.  What  was 
the  subject  of  the  bill  ?  The  payment  of  the  sala- 
ries of  public  olficers.  And  what  was  the  subject  I 
of  the  proposed  amendment  ?  The  reduction  of  the 
amounts  of  those  salaries.  Nor  did  that  portion  of  j 
the  amendment  wdiich  makes  it  contingent  at  all 
after  that  view  of  the  question.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  of  its  coming  in  under  the 
bill  before  the  committee,  as  a  course  sanctioned  by 
the  custom  and  usage  ol  the  house. 

Mr.  Reed  defended  the  proposition  to  append  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  general  appropriation 
bill  upon  the  same  grounds  as  those  stated  by  the 
gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  Ciishmrin  supported  the  chair. 
The  question  upon  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
chair  was  taken  by  tellers,  an<l  resulted  as  follows: 
ayes  66,  noes  .57.     So  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Reed  rose  and  made  a  correction  of  an  error 
in  the  report  of  some  remarks  of  his  upon  a  former 
day,  in  relation  to  certain  expenditures  of  the  post 
office  department. 

Jet  d'enii.  in.  the  yard  of  the  capital,  ^'C. 
Mr.   Hihtead  moved  to  strike  Iroin  the  bill  the 
item  of  ,§4,0111)  lor  \\\e  jel  d'eau  on  the  southern  foot 
path  in  the  capitol  grounds,  and  was  about  to  make 
another  auvudinei.t  he  wishr-d  to  make,  when 

The  Ch'iir  reminded  him  that  the  committee  had 
decided  to  ai:t  upon  one  ameinlm'-ut  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Hihtead  said  he  was  about  to  give  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  this  ami  other  items  in  the  bill, 
and  the  whole  bill.  He  was  proceeding  to  do  this, 
when  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee 
rise,  which  motion  prevailed;  and  then,  on  motion. 
The  house  adjourned  at  4  o'clock. 
Wednesday,  March  21.  The  following,  among 
■other  reports,  were  presented  to-day. 

By  Mr.  Cainbrelens;,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  pre- 
venting and  suppressing  tn<lian  hostilities  for  1S3S, 
au'l  for  arrearages  for  IS.'JT. 

By  Mr.  J''rv,  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions,  against  the  resolution  of  February  19,  to 
amend  the  pension  law  of  July  4,  1836 ;  also, 
against  the  petitions  of  Hannah  JBrowri  and  Catha- 
riTie  Cotfiii;  and  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen 
OIney. 

By  Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported unfavorably  upon  the  subject  of  reviving  the 
acts  granting  bounty  lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers. 

By  Mr.  Kcmljlc,  from  the  committee  on  military 
alfairs,  against  the  petition  of  Ann  C.  Stephenson. 
By  Mr.  /«g/mm,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  two 
additional  ch'rks  in  t\v  nlRce  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  two  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 


navy  commissioners,  and  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of  the  warrant  chrk  ot  the  navy  dei)artmeiit. 
Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
Resolced,  That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  purchase 
a  full  and  perfect  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  the  use  of  each  of  ttie  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  house  of  represent.-.lives,  and  to  pay  (or 
the  same  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  house  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Slade  on  the  11th  of 
January  last : 

"  Resolced,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lav  before  this  house  a  .statement,  show- 
ing the  number  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  which 
have  been  purchased  under  laws  granting  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  distinguishing  the  several  laws 
under  which,  and  the  several  states  and  territories 
in  which  such  purchases  have  been  made.  And  that 
he  also  be  directed  to  communicate  any  infor- 
mation which  may  be  in  possession  of  his  depart- 
ment touching  any  associations  which  may  have 
been  formed  by  intruders  on  public  lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  adjustins  their  relative  rights  of  occu- 
pancy, and  putting  down  competition  at  the  public 
sales  of  such  lands." 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Maryland,  being  indisposed  to- 
day, the  consideration  of  his  resolution, in  relation 
to  public  lands  and  public  schools,  on  motion  ol 
Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow mornitig. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Everett,  which  was  laid 
'  on  the  table  on  the  28th  December,  calline  upon 
the  department  of  stale,  for  information  relative  to 
the  correspondence  of  this  government  with  that 
of  Mexico,  was  then  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
hour,  upon  the  bill  from  the  senate,  for  testing  ex- 
periments for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  explo- 
sion of  steamboat  boilers. 

Mr.  .rlilams  objected,  on  the  ground  that  several 
resolulions  reinaineil  on  the  speaker's  table,  requir- 
ing immediate  action  ;  and  that  the  morning  hour 
should  be  devoted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Cushman's  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Clark  asked  leave  to  introduce  at  this  time 
a  resolution,  fixing  a  day  for  the  s-iecial  considera- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury' bill,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  this  house;  to  which  obj"clion  was  made. 
Mr.  C.  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  this  purpose. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Miller,  offered  on  (he  29th 
December,  and  laid  on  the  table  lor  consideration, 
(or  the  purpose  of  ordering  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  certain  improvenifnts  in  the 
harbor  of  St.  Louis,  was  taken  up,  ami  adopted. 

Two  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Jones  on  the 
same  day  and  laid  over,  aulhoriziu!:  certain  surveys 
of  rivers  in  the  territory  of  Win'onsin,  were  takeiv 
up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

A  resolution  ottered  by  the  same,  on  the  same 
day,  and  laid  over,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  of 
certain  mineral  lands  in  that  territory,  was  taken 
up  and  adoiited. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Everett,  offered  and  laid 
over  on  the  9th  January,  calling  for  inquiry  as  to 
the  capture  of  certain  Seminoles,  under  a  ilag  of 
truce,  by  general  Jesup,  was  next  taken  up,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  calling  (or  in- 
formation from  the  executive  relative  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  which 
was  offered  on  the  19th  of  February,  and  laid  over, 
came  next  in  order  for  consideration. 

Mr.  -Ifc/iTim  said  that.intln^  absenceofthe  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  he  would 
move  to  lay  this  resolution  on  tlie  fahfe. 

Mr.  Fillmore  expressed  the  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  thus  be  disposed  of  It  was  of- 
fered a  month  ago,  and  the  intbrmalion  it  called  for 
was  of  importance. 

Mr.  McKim  insisting  on  his  motion, 
Mr.  Fi/^moi-e  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  when 
Mr.  McKiin  said  he  would  change  his  motion, 
and  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Fillmore  would  like  to  know  for  what  reason 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  interposed  this 
objection. 

Mr.  McKim  had  already  said  Ihat  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  was  not  in  his  place. 
Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  the  best  reason  to 
know  Ihat  tliat  gentlemen  was  in  favor  of  or  rather 
was  not  onriosed  to,  the  ailopfion  of  this  proposition. 
Mr.  McKim  could  only  speak  for  himself.  He 
was,  himself,  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  it.  Every 
thing  was  now  going  on  right,  with  regard  to  that 
aliair,  and  the  tendency  of  this  proposition  would 
only  be  to  excite  and  irritate  feeling. 


Mr.  Fillmore.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
affair  affudtd  to  in  this  proposilion  occurred  some 
three  months  ago.  The  n-solution  ol  inquiry  had 
already  been  on  the  table  a  month.  The  mlornia- 
tion  it  seeks  is  in  the  hands  of  the  excculive.  To 
obtain  it  was  a  matter  of  as  much  importance  to 
his  constituents  as  it  could  possibly  be  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  who  has  easier  access  to  its 
source.  It  was  discretionary  with  the  executive  to 
grantor  to  wilhfiold  this  information,  as  he  should 
think  best.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  might 
certainly  so  far  confide  in  the  executive  as  to  leave 
such  a  maiter  to  him.  ,,       ,      ■ 

Mr.  Mams,  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone.  The  in- 
formation asked  for  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
allay,  not  to  excite  feeling.  The  bouse  was  the 
proper  arbiter  of  all  questions  touching  peace  and 
war,  and  should  first  receive  all  important  infor- 
mation upon  topics  like  that  under  considera- 
tion. Yet  Ihe  intelligence  of  the  day  I  ad  contain- 
ed official  correspondence  upon  the  subject,  which 
this  very  resolution  a  month  ago  demandi  d,  and 
which  liow  comes  before  the  house  friun  Canada. 

Mr.  McKim  had  read  this  correspondence,  and 
saw  in  it  only  additional  reason  why  this  resolu- 
tion ought  not  now  to  be  adopted.  It  would  only 
keep  up  the  feverish  anxiety  of  the  country  to 
know  that  which  the  proper  time  for  knowing  had 
not  yet  come.  The  u  hole  aHair  was  the  subject  of 
negotiation  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  and  it  i\oiild 
be  improper  to  anticipate  the  result.  He  could  not 
withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  in- 
sisted upon  the  importance  of  this  information  to 
the  whole  <'0untry,  and  to  their  constilurnts  in  par- 
ticular, and  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected  without  a 
division;  and  the  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camhreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr  Casey  in  the  chair,)  upon  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

An  amendment  olfered  yesterday  by  ISlr.  Hal- 
stead,  proposing  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
$4,000  lor  a  jet  d'eau  in  the  capital  yard,  being 
under  consideration,  and  the  mover  having  posses- 
sion of  the  floor, 

Mr.  Halslcad  went  at  length  into  an  examination 
of  the  expi-nditiires  of  the  last  and  present  admin- 
istrations, and  those  of  Mr,  Adams'  ariministralion, 
urging  the  necessity  oftheir  reduction,  and  ol  Ihe 
rit"erposition  of  a  check  to  alleged    increasing  ex- 


Mr"  Bynum  responded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Halsted.  His  observations  applied  to  the  stric- 
tures of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  upon  the 
extravagance"  ol  the  adininistralion,  and  were 
chiefly  of  a  personal  character. 

Mr.  Lincoln  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  should  have  introduced 
his  review  of  the  expenditures  upon  an  amend- 
ment so  unimportant.  He  defended  the  appiopna- 
tion  nnder  consideration,  and  did  not  consider  that, 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  public  tuil- 
dings,  he  had  acted  in  opposition  to  democratic 
principles  in  putting  that  item  into  the  estimates 
upon  which  the  bill  before  the  committee  was  bas- 
ed. He  was  opposed  to  rash  and  indiscriminate 
denunciations  against  the  administration,  and  be- 
lieved that  such  a  course  impeded,  rather  than 
aided  desirable  reforms. 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  country  was  under  obliga- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  for  his 
effort  in  brin"-ing  up  the  instances  of  exf rava^aiice 
in  expenditure  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, whether  in  the  legislative  or  extcutive  de- 
partments. He  believed  that  that  gentlenian  vvoiild 
find  that  some  of  the  items  to  which  he  had  allud- 
ed were  not  the  propersubjfcts  ol  animadver.-ion  ; 
but  as  to  the  great  mass  of  those  items,  he  was 
correct.  Mr.  B.  was  sorry  to  perceive  the  tone  in 
which  that  gentleman  had  been  responded  to.  If 
the  poMlions  of  gentlemen  upon  this  subject  were 
to  be  sanrtioni-d  by  the  house,  there  was  an  end  to 
free  ilebate  and  free  inquiry  into  the  expenditures 
of  the  government  forever.  '  H>  tfiought  the  present 
the  propel  occasion  for  the  introduction  of  this  ciis- 
Gussion,  as  to  the  general  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  m.ide  some  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  immediate 
passage  of  the  appropriation  biils. 

Mr.  Mercer,  as  a  member  of  Ihe  committee  on 
tfie  public  buildings,  sustained  the  particular  item 
in  the  bill  now  to  be  striken  out. 

Mr.  Hatslead  took  the  floor,  and  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Bell,  who  moved  Ihat  the  committee  rise  ; 
which  was  ordered,  63  to  48. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Umlerwond.  the  house  ad- 
journed at  ten  minutes  past  5  o'clock. 
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UCJ-i'ije  ineseiit  sheet  conlaiiis  .Ur.  Clatj's  speech 
on  tlie  suh-ltea.Miry  bill.  It  has  been  in  type  lor 
some  time,  waitin.;  an  inserlion  in  the  ord  •[■  ol'  the 
debate.  In  our  next  we  will  pnblish  Mr.  IFe6- 
sier's  speech,  and  lollavv  it  witli  Mr.  Callionn's  reply 
to  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  desultory  debate  which  occur- 
red between  those  gentlenieii. 

CO-Since  our  last  general  Scott  arrived  in  this 
city,  and  is,  we  are  pleased  to  learn,  in  cx.celleiit 
health. 

flCI-The  "  Globe"  on  Wednesday  ni^ht  says  : — 
"We  regret  to  learn  thai  the  lion.  Mi]  jVIcKun  of 
jMarylaml,  has  been  contined  to  hU  cliainbiT  by  in- 
disposition since  Thursday  last,  which  will  account 
for  his  name  not  being  found  in  the  vote  of  the 
house  since  that  day. 

The  sub-tre.\sury  rill,  asanwnded  in  various 
particulars,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  Satur- 
day night  last  by  a  vote  of  27  ayes  to  25  noes,  and 
bv  the  same  vote  passai  on  Monday  [int.  On 
Tuesday  it  w;is  reported  to  the  house  by  the  speak- 
er, anil,  after  ashort  debate,  on  moJionol  Mr.  Pill- 
ion ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ayes  1116,  nays  9S. 
We  have  Inserted  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  senate, 
and  all  the  pioceeilin.;3  upon  it  in  that  body  and  in 
the  house,  in.  subsequent  pages,  to  which  our  read- 
ers are  referred. 

MAND.V.H03  CASE.  On  Thursd.iry  last  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  moved 
to  issue  their  process  of  altaclnnent  against  Jlinos 
Kendall,  esq.  postaia.iter  general,  for  conteiapf  in 
disobeying  the  inandamus  heretofore  isssued  in  this 
case.  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  who  read  the  application, 
as  we  learn  from  the  "  Intelligencer,"  made  a  short 
statement  of  the  facts  which'had  transpired  since 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  and  read  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  postcnaster  general  on  the 
subject.  The  court  has  not  made  known  its  decision. 

New  Hampshire.  The  New  "  Hampshire  Pa- 
triol,"  of  the  26  h  iiist.  says,  Mr.  Hill's  majority  is 
3033,  and  five  s;nall  toivns  to  be  heard  from,  which 
gave  in  1S32,  101  for  Jackson  and  23  for  Clay. 

Of  the  state  of  p.irties  in  the  legislature  we  have 
nothing  certain.  But  tiie  Coiumd  St.itesnian, 
(W.,)  of  about  24(P  members  of  the  house,  pals 
down  114  as  whi^s,  10  or  12  as  conservatives,  and 
the  balance  as  friends  of  th*  administration. 

Canadian  Affairs.  Gen.  Sutherland,  of  the 
patriot  army,  an  account  of  wiiose  capture  we 
published  so.neti  ne  since,  is  noiv  under  trial  by  a 
military  court  martial  at  Toronto.  He  is  arraigned 
under  an  act,  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
Upper  Canada  legislature,  "to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  from  aggression  fioin  the 
frontier  or  neighboring  countries." 

On  his  arraignment  he  railed  himself  a  lawyer — 
which  would  seem  to  contradict  the  story  of  his  be- 
ing a  deserter  fro  n  the  \j.  S.  marines. 

After  his  arraignment,  as  we  learn  from  tl>e  New 
York  .■American,  he  ini  la  an  unsuccessful  atte.npt 
to  destroy  hi.nself.  Co'uplaining  of  indisposition, 
he  induced  the  jailor  to  send  him  a  b.isin  of  warm 
water,  and  at  the  same  time  asking  for  some  writ- 
ing materials;  they  were  sent,  logetner  wit:i  a  pen- 
knife. Having  induced  the  s?ntinel  stationed  in 
his  room  to  lie  down  ami  sleep,  Sniherland  attempt 
cd  to  destroy  himself,  by  putting  his  feet  and  hands 
in  the  warm  water,  and  with  the  penknife  opening 
the  veins  of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  fainlness 
caused  by  the  loss  of  blood,  caused  him  to  fall  on 
the  floor,  which  aroused  the  senliiir-l;  immediate 
assistance  was  procured,  the  wounds  bound  up,  ami 
thcprisoner  removed  to  the  hospital. 

The  Hamilton  (U.  C.)  Express,  of  the  ITth  insl. 
says: 

Colonel  Prince  has  gone  to  Toronto  to  jive  evi- 
dence  against  Sutherland,  Theller,  and  others,  be- 
fore  the  court  martial,  which  has  b^en  orgauiz'-d 
for  their  trial.  We  understand  that  colonel  Prince 
said  the  spot  v.'h  !re  Sutheiland  was  taken  has  been 
measured  by  th3  .American  authorities,  and  declar- 
ed by  them  to  b  ■  within  our  territory.  If  this  be 
so,  it  cuts  ort  all  hope  which  tlie  miserable  wretch 
may  have  clung  to  for  the  prolongation  of  his  lif.'. 

M.  Popmciu,  ex-speaker  of  the  hoiiseof  aseem- 
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biy  ol  Lower  Canada,  and  leader,  as  was  siippo.sed, 
ol  the  recent  insurrection,  has,  according  to  a  Utter 
from  Dr.  Nelson,  a  co-patriot,  deserted  back  again 
to  the  royal  authorities,  and  abandoned  the  cause 
of  revolution — induced  thereto,  says  the  aforesaid 
doctor,  "through  selfish  and  family  motives  regard- 
ing the  seignories  and  inveterate  love  of  the  old 
French  bad  laws." 

A  more  miserable  failure,  or  a  more  weak,  un- 
purposed and  unconcerted  attempt  to  overthrow  an 
established  government,  was  never  in  nle  than  in 
the  case  of  the  recent  outbreaks  in  Canada. 

Banks,  Currency,  &.c.  The  .Mbany  .\ri:u9r>f 
Saturday  la.-t  contains  a  statement  ol  the  condition 
of  the  banks  of  New  York,  for  the  month  ending 
the  1st  inst.  A  comparison  with  previous  reports 
shows  the  following  results: 

June  1.  Fch.  1.  Mirrh  1. 

Loans  and  disc'ls,  64,39I,'29»  53.3S-!,>ir>  1  52,2-l.-i,2-IS 
Specie,  -  -  2,S0-2,3I3  3,yia  332  4,UJ2,7'J3 
CircuUuion,  -    14,y40,49a    11,JIJ.-IJ0     11,107,350 

Due  caual  fund,  3,052,38*  3,219.730  2,i33,221 
'•    stale  treasurer,    2,152,95ft         147,:)27  3I,1GJ 

"     U.  S.  treasurer,    4,143,339  199,412         171,996 

"  Ind.  depositors,  14,316,S13  14,950,163  14,375,291 
Profits,        -        -      6,329,726      8.010,459      8,057.769 

The  above  statements  show  a  diminution  of  loans 
and  discounts  for  the  last  month,  ol  §l,ii9j,566;  an 
increase  of  specie  of  §173,461;  a  diminislied  circu- 
lation of  !(i!408,500;  a  decrease  of  Ih  ■  canal  fund 
deposites  of  $386,509;  of  individual  deposites, 
$•574,872;  and  of  the  state  treasurer'.s.  deposite  of 
91oo,273, 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resiiinplian  of  specie  payments.  The  late 
bank  convention  at  New  York,  adjourned  to  meet 
again  in  that  city  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  in  .\piil. 
The  associab.'d  banks  of  this  city  have  appointed 
the  same  delegates  wdio  attended  the  former  con- 
vention, with  instructions,  we  believe,  whic-h  au^ 
thoiize  them  to  agree  to  a  resumption  of  specie 
payments  on  the  part  of  the  banks  of  this  city^  at 
as  early  a  period  as  the  convention  may  deem  it 
expedient.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  banks  ol 
this  city  will  be  fully  prepared  to  resume  at  the 
earliest  date  which  can  be  named  by  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  presidents  of  the  New  Orleans  banks  held 
a  preparatory  meeting  on  the  Uith  inst,  to  consult 
on  their  joint  action  with  regard  to  the  emission  of 
post  notes,  SiC,  of  which  IVIr.  H,  D.  F.  Uurthe,  of 
the  Carrollton  bank,  was  appointed  chairman.  It 
was  adjourned  till  next  day,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring correct  information  as  to  the  present  cir- 
culation of  each  bar.k. 

The  board  of  tiade  of  New  York,  at  a  meeting 
on  Saturday  evening,  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  an  almost  unanimous  vole: 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  trade  consider  the 
charges,  contained  in  a  memorial  to  the  legislature, 
on  thePlioenix  bank,  fully  proved,  and  Ihat  its  char- 
ter ought  to  he  repealed,  and  its  aifaijs  closed  by 
competent  receivers. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that 
a  few  days  have  produced  great  fluctuations  in  the 
rates  of  domestic  exchanges.  The  rate  on  .Missis- 
sipjU  is  now  twenty-five  per  cent,  discount,  Ten- 
nessee 20;  Alabama  bank  notes  ol  huge  denomi- 
nations, 17;Georgia,  l(>;Ohio,  8;  Michiu-an,  12,and 
Wild  Cat,  2.5.  The  recent  change  has  been  chiefly 
in  exchange  on  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee.  It  is  said  that  the  banks  of  the  two 
latter  states  have  large  funds  on  the  Atlantic,  which 
they  refuse  altogether  to  employ  in  redeeming  their 
paper,  until,  by  holding  olf,  they  get  it  still  lower. 
They  have  bought  immense  quantities  ofrotton 
at  high  prices,  part  of  which  has  been  credited  to- 
wards debts  due  to  the  t>ank5,  and  the  balance  has 
been  settled  by  large  issues  of  their  notis.  These 
notes  constitute  the  local  currency,  ami  serve  to 
pay  the  debts  due  from  their  merchants  to  ttiose  c\r< 
the  Atlantic  cities.  Many  eastern  merchants  have 
taken  these  notes,  and  now  the  banks  contrive  to 
throw  on  them  the  whole  loss  which  would  other- 
wise accrue  on  the  high  prices  they  have  paid.  In- 
stead of  employing  the  proceeds  of  their  cotton  to 
equalize  exchanges  by  buying  yp  their  bills  a'  fa«t 


us  (hey  have  liiiids.  which  would  make  the  loss  to 
eastern  merchants  bad  enou^-li  in  all  conscience, 
they  hold  those  funds  in  reserve  until  (he  accuimt- 
lalion  of  their  notes  drpr-sses  the  price  of  them 
low  enough  to  satisfy  their  plans,  when  (hey  wiH 
probably  buy  them  up.  The  dillicully  with  the 
other  states,  is  a  real  indebtedness,  and  too  liberal 
issues  from  the  banks.  Their  policy  of  present 
ease  will  be  liable  to  recoil  at  the  last  in  heavier 
calamity.  Exchanges  on  the  iircat  point  of  New 
Orleans  remain  steady,  and  on  Bo.-*ton,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  have  been  brought  down  within  one- 
loiirth  or  one- half  percent,  of  par.  The  operation 
has  been  somewhat  severe,  but  the  result  has  been 
quickly  brought  about,  and  will  prepaie  the  way 
lor  speedy  relief  and  expansion.  Money  is  scarce 
here  in  a  general' way,  yet  plenty  in  some  circles. 
The  five  per  eenf.  treasury  notes  are  a  good  deal 
bought  up  (or  the  sake  of  the  interest  they  bear. 

0«  the  22d  instant,  the  house  of  representative* 
of  Massachusetts  rejected  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stiir- 
gis  to  instruct  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  de- 
claring that  the  charters  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
commonwealth  were  forfeited  in  consequence  of  the 
temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments.  In  fa- 
vor of  rejecting  218,  nays  \9^. 

Ill  the  senate,  on  the'same  day,  after  n  long  de- 
bate, the  following  resolution  was  passed  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  thirty-six  senators  voting  ia 
favor  of  it,  viz: 

"  Rnolred,  That  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  in  Nlay 
last  was,  under  the  circumstances,  necessary,  expe- 
dient, and  for  tlie  interest  nf  the  people." 

Revenue  of  1S37.  Thestatement  of  the  regis- 
ter of  the  treasury,  recently  presented  to  congress, 
shows  the  amount  of  gross  revenue  which  accrur-d 
from  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  (he  ports  of 
the  United  Slates  to  be  S31 -690,336.  Of  (his  amount 
;S17, 176.908  accrued  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
4,489.472  in  Bos'on;  in  Philadelphia  3,195,339;  New 
Orleans  2.291,544;  BaHimore  1.492.424:  Charles- 
Ion  603,.'?39,-  Savannah  158.223:  Richmond  152,573; 
.Mobile  \V>,W2;  Portland  134,837;  and  Salem 
128.081. 

The  amoiml  of  duties  on  imports  which  accrueil 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  vear  ending  Sept. 
30,  1837,  was  $10,855,201.  The  iimoiint  which 
accrued  in  the  same  period  in  Boston  was  2.966.109; 
in  Philadelphia,  2,073,778;  Ballimnre,  1,220,751; 
New  Orleans,  1,670,758;   Salem,  151,237. 

The  amount  of  debenlnres,  bounli'S,  &c.,  was 
.$4,722,663,  of  which  $1,376,844  was  for  expenses 
of  collection.  The  amount  of  debentures  and  other 
deductions  in  New  York  was  1,467,782. 

We  find  in  the  French  papers  the  following  notice 
published  by  the  bank  recently  established  in 
Paris  under  the  chief  direction  of  M.  Lalfitte ; 

;"  After  the  1st  January,  the  bank  will  issue  notes 
l>earing  interest  as  follows  ; 

2  per  cent,  on  notes  payable  at  3  days  sight, 
2  1-2  do  do.  12        do 

4  do.  do.  30         do 

The  interest  will  bo  paid  only  t.)  the  day  of  their 
first  presentation. 

These  notes  given  in  exchange  for  money  depo- 
sited with  the  bank  arc  translerable  by  endorse- 
ment. 

Drafts  on  all  the  cities  in  the  departin-"nts  will 
be  furnished  falling  due  at  any  perimi  that  may  bo 
required."  "  [.V.  1'.   Ctiunfr. 

Emancipation  and  Colonization.  The  New 
Orleans  Picayune  of  the  13tli  inst.  says — "We  un- 
derstand that  six  hnndred  negroes,  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  of  this  city,  lately  deceased,  are  to  be 
liberated  according  to  his  will,  provided  they  ore 
willing  to  go  to  .Afric:",  in  which  case  ample  pro- 
vision i:  to  be  made  lor  their  transportation." 

.A  STEAMER  LOST.  We  Icarn,  f  ays  the  St.  Louis 
Bulletin,  "that  the  steamboat  .Amtrican.  Lusk, 
master,  on  her  passage  from  Natchez  to  this  port, 
loaded  with  iron,  struck  a  snag  at  the  foot  of  Big 
Eildy,  .--nd  sunk  immediately  in  ei.'ht  feet  water; 
fortunately  no  lives  were  lost.  The  deck  pas- 
sengers have  In-t  all  (he  property  they  had  on 
board.  The  Wilmington  brought  up  the  crew  and 
passengers  'o  thin  place  " 
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bLH-i]-t±;A&L.K\    tHi^i-.  len'cUdai.u  nr 

Tho  f  ii„v      -  is  t'-e  bill  as  it  pa-sed  tha  senate   toms,  all  siuvc-^ors  ot  llie   customs  actui 


11",  all  colU-ctors  oltl).;  cus-  ,  .rquii-f.     And'  lor  ibe,  puipLse  el  y.-d)  mciiN  on 
■       as    iJiiblie  uccuiwil.it  sliall   be   lav.lLl  loi  a^e  tiviis 


0  (iiovi  upon  any  ol  itic  ^aid 


c.     1    .        .  ,  i..t..                                                  I  collectors,  all   receivers  freneral  of  public  moneys,   ol  . 

on  Saturd,"  ii.-.u  i.is.. , ,._:..!.,,    „;.!..„.,   „r  ,..v,ii,.    .„,.„..ys,   all   receivers  ol    depositaries,  as  lie  may  think  ii.ost   conducive  to 


at  the  seat  of  sovernment,  suitable  and  convenient  VNhen  such  oiders  for  trausler  or  payment  are  re 
rooms  lb.  th  use  ol'  the  treasurer  of  the  United  ceiced,  laiiblully  and  pion.ptly  to  make  the  same 
States  hi3  assistants  and  clerks;  and  sutiicient  and  |  as  directed,  and  to  do  and  perlorm  all  other  i 
secure  fire  prool  vaults  and  sates,  lor  the  keeping  t  as  fiscal  agenl5  ot  the  govrnment,  which  in 
of  the  public  u.oneys  in  the  possession  and  under  I  imposed  by  this  or  any  other  acts  ol  conu'rt 
the  iniinediate  control  ot  the  said  treasurer;  which  by  any  regulation  ol  the  treasury  department, 
-  :i— ..,p,s  and  safes,  are  hereby  constituted  I  in  conlonuity  to  law;  and  also  to  do  and  perlo 


lutics 
yb. 


acts  and  duties  required  by  law,  or  by  direction  of 
any  of  the  execniue  departments  ol  the  jiovern- 
ment,  as  agents  lor  pa\  in^  pensions,  or  lor  uiakina; 
any  oihtr  disbursemeu'lsvvliicli  f-itlier  ol  the  head^oi 
tliose  depaitmenis  may  be  required  by  law  to  make, 
and  w  hich  are  uf  a  character  to  be  made  by  the  depo- 
sitaries hereby  constituted,  consistently  with  the 
other  official  (iuties  imposed  upon  them. 

Sec.  7.  .^Ind  be  it  furthei  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  Stales,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United   Statts,  the  treasurer  of  the  bi 


the  said  moneys  were  actually  in  the  tieasury  of 
the  United  Slat,  s  ;  and  each  de]iOfitary  shall  niake 
returns  to  the  treasury  depnrtu.ti.t  ol  all  luoneys 
received  and  paid  by  him,  at  such  tin.es,  and  in 
such  form,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  secietaiy  of 
the  treasury. 

Sec  12.  Jnd  be  it  fvriher  enacted.  That  ^^hen- 
cver  public  inon^^ys  shall  ao  i.n.ulatt  in  the  lands 
ol  any  di  po.-itaiy'coisliiuieu  li^  this  act,  oti  er  than 
the  litasi.rei  oTlhe  Uniim  Slates,  the  trtafurer  of 
the  Ulint  ot  the  Unittd  Stales,  the  treasurer  ol  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Oileans,  and  the  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  to  an  amount  beyond  that 
s  cured  by  the  bond  ol  the  utticfr,  or  which  the 
secretary  ol  the  tieasuiy  shall,  lor  any  cause, 
consider  unsafe,  and  il  sliall  not  be  desirable  to 
trausler  the   moneys    so  accumulated  to  any  other 


and  declared  lobe,  the  treasury  of  the  United  St 
And  tlie  said  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
ke.  p  all  the  public  money  which  shall  come  to  his 
hands  in  the  treasury  ol  the  Uni(e<l  States  as 
hereby  con,.^tituted,  until  thf  same  are  drawn  theie- 
from  according  to  law. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mint 
of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  city  ol  Philadelphia,  in 
the  state  ot  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint,  in 
the  city  ot  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Lo  lisiana, 
and  the  \aiilts  and  sales  thereof,  respectively  ,  shall 
be  places  of  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint  respec- 
tively,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  custody  ;  in  such  fo..„, „...       ,,  ,1,,      ,         ■-',-■     ,  „  ,,j    ,     -h,.    tt,P  «-,iH  sfcietarv 

'         ■         •■    ■     —     -'-      rect.d  by  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  and  by  and  I  the  deposiie  IS  located,  as  he,  the  sairt  sjcietary, 

with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  president,'  with    shall  select  and  name:  Provided,  The   bank  so  se- 
sureties  to   the  salislaction  of   the   solicitor  of  the    lected  will  agree  to  receive  and   keep  the  moneys 
treasury;   and   shall    from   time    to   time,   renew,    dtposileri  with  it  upon  the  tr-ims  am    conditions  in 
streiiu-then,  and  increase  their  official  bonds,  as  the    the  next  section  ol  this  act  pr.  scribed, 
secretary  of  the  trtasnrv,  with  the  consent  of  the  ]      Sec  13.  Jnd  be  ilfirllier  enacted.  That  the  spe^ 
president,  may  direct;  any  law  in  reference  to  any  ,  cial  dt-posites  ol  Ihe  public^n.o 
of  the  official' bonds  of  any  of  the  said  officers  to  ' 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  .'^nd  be  il  further  enacled,Tha\  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  as 


and  care  of  all  public  moni-ys  deposited  within  th 
same,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  to 
he  performed  by  them,  in  refprence  to  the  receipt, 
safe-keeping,  transfer, and  clisbnrseinentsof  all  such 
moneys,  according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter 
contained. 

Sec  3.  Jnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  prepare/land  provided,  within  the  custom- 
houses now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  in  llie  city  of  Boston,  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts, suitable  and  conven 


mint  at"  New  OrK-ans,  and  the  receivers  general  of  t  depositary,  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  the  said  secretary 
public  money  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  appointed,  to  direct  the  said  moneys,  or  any  poriioii  thereol, 
shall.  resiHc'tivelv,  give  bonds  lo  the  United  States,  I  to  be  specially  deposited  in  such  bank  ol  the  state, 
and  for  such  amounts,  as  shall  be  di-  or  leriilory,  wherein  the  depositary  whoistomake 
tary  of  the  treasury,  and  by  and  I  Ihe  deposiie  is  located,  as  he,  the  said  sec 
t  consent  of  the  president,'  with    sliall  sell  ct  and  name:  Provided,  The   bank 


rooms  lor  the  use  ol  the  receivers  ireneral  of  public  I  early  a  day  as  possible  after  the  passage  ol  this  act, 

moneys,    hereinafter    directed    to    be  apjiointed  at 'to  r:  quire  from  the  several  depositaries  hereby  con- 

those  places  respectively;  and  siiffieieut  and  secure    stituti  d,  and  whose  official  bonds  are  not  hereinbe- 

fire  proof  vaults  and  sales  for  the  s.ife-keeping  of !  liij-e  provided  for,  to  execute  bonds  new  and  siiila- 

the  public    moneys    collected    and    deposited  with  1  ble  in  their  Wtms  to    meet  the  new  and  increased  |  any  other  purpose  what.-oev 

them,  re.speciiveiy:  and   the    receivers    general  of  i  duties  imposed  upon  them  respectively  by  this  act 

public  money, fro, 11  time  to  time  appointed  at  those  land  with  sureties,  in  sums,  such  as  shall  seem  rea 

points,  shall' have  the  custody  and  care  ol    Ihe  saiil 


rooms,  vaults  and  safes  respectively,  and  of  all  the 
public  money  deposited  within  the  same,  and  shall 
perforin  all  the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by 
them  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  provisions  of  this  act. 

SEcr4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  erected,  prepared,  and  provided,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  Charl.-s- 
ton,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  offices  w  ith 
suitable  and  convenient  rooms  for  the  use  of  the 
receivers  general  of  public  money  hereinafter  di- 
rected lo  be  appointed  at  the  places  above  named; 
and  sulficient  and  secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes 
for  the  keeping  of  the  public  money  collected  and 
deposited  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the  said 
receivers  general,  from  time  to  time  appointed  at 
those  places,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
said  offices,  vaults,  and  safes,  so  to  be  erected,  pre- 
pared, and  provided,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys  I  hands  ;  and  that  all  s 
deposited  within   the  same;  and   shall    perlorm  all  j  public    moneys    will 


nable  and  safe  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and 
am  time  to  time  require  such  bonds  to  be  renewed 
and  increa,4ed  in  amount  and  strengthened  by  new 
sureties,  to  meet  any  increasing  responsibility 
which  may  grow  out  of  accumulations  of  money  in 
the  hands'  of  the  depositary,  or  out  of  any  other 
duly  or  responsibility  arising  under  this  or  any 
other  law  of  congress. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  col 
lectors  and  receivers  of  public  money,  of  every 
character  and  description,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  shall,  as  Ireqiiently  as  they  may  be  di- 
rected by  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  so  to  do,  pay 
over  to  the  treasurer  "of  the  United  States  at  the 
treasury  thererd',  all  public  moneys  collected  by 
them,  or  in  their    hands  ;  that  all  such    collector 


s  authorized  by 
....  last  preceding  section  of  this  act  to  be  made  in 
banks,  shall  be  maile  upon  the  lollow  ing  terms  and 
conditions,  and  upon  no  other,  namely  : 

First.  All  such  deposites  shall  be  strictly  spe- 
cial di  posites  ;  and  the  banks  holding  thein  shall 
be  prohibited  in  Ihe  n.ost  fdectual  manner,  from 
making  any  use  ol  the  moneys  deposited,  by  way 
of  loans,  discounts,  or  in  any  other  mannfi,  or  lor 
r;  and  to  secure  the 
fulfilment  'of  this  condition,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  authorized,  in  l:is  discretion,  to  furnish 
the  baiiks  scle.  ted  as  deposi'e  banks  with  sales  for 
the  ketpinu  ol  the  public  n.oneys  exclusively,  and 
under  the  joint  control  of  the  bank  and  some  desig- 
nated officer  ol  the  government,  or  to  adopt  such 
other  Kuaids  as  they  shall  ]iitfer. 

Second    Nothing   but   i;old    or    silver,  or    such 


lotes,  bills 


■  ]iaper,  is 


ed  under  the  authority  of 


the  United  Slates,  as  may  be  directed  by  law  to  be 
received  in  payment  ol  the  [Uiblic  dues,  shall  be 
offered  for  deposite,  or  received  hy  Ihe  bank  as  a 
deposite,  under  the  proviMon?  ol  this  act. 

Third  All  deposites  shall  be  passed,  upon  the 
books  of  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  dc|,ositary 
making  the  same  ;  but  no  moneys  deposited  in  juir- 
suance  of  this  act  shall  be  withdrawn  without  the 
■express  Older  of  llie  secretaiy  of  the   treasury,  lor 


and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of ,  Ihe  pavmenis;  and  no  dialts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Philadelphia   and   New   Orleans,  shall,    upon   the  |  United  States,  or  ouUrs   or  warianis   of  the  secie- 
saine  direction,   pay  over  to  the   treasurers  of  the    tary  of  tlic  treasury,    lor  ordinary    transfer 
mints  in  their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  minis,    bursemenf.  shall  be  niaile  upon  any 


dis- 
bank  selected 


all  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their 
collectors  and  receivers  of 
the  cities    of  New    York, 


■  this  act. 


the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by  them,  i 
ference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping,  tran'ifer,  and 
disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the 
provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
sident shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  liie  advice 
and  consent  of  the  sentte,  appoint  four  officers,  to 
be  denominated  "receivers  irenernl  of  public  mo- 
ney," which  said  officers  shafi  hold  their  respective 
offices  for  tiie  term  of  four  years  unless  sooner  re- 
moved therefrom;  one  of  which  shall  be  located  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  state  of  New  York; 
one  of  which  sliall  b'  located  at  the  city  of  Boston. 
in  the  state  of  M.issachii'etfs;  one  of  which  shall 
"be  located  at  the  cily  of  Charleston,  in  the  state  of 
South  Carolina;  and  the  remaining  one  of  which 
shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  St.  f^oiiifi,  in  the  state 
of  Missouri;  and  all  of  which  said  officers  shall  i;ive 
bonds  to  the  United  States,  with  sureties,  accoiding 
to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained,  for  Ihe 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respeclive 
offices. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States,  ffie  treasurers,  ami  those 
Rctinjjas  such,  of  the  various  branch  mints  already 


Boston,  Charlestoi  ,  and  St.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the 
same  direction,  pay  over  to  the  receivers  general  ol 
public  money  in  their  respective  cities,  at  theirofii- 
ces  respocfively,  all  the  public  moneys  coll"Cfed 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands,  to  be  safely  kept  by  the 
said  respective  depositaries,  until  otherwise  ilisjios- 
ed  of  according  to  law:  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of 
the  said  secretary  to  direct  such  payments,  by  the 
said  coflectors  and  receivers,  at  all  the  said  places, 
at  least  as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  and  as 
much  more  frequently,  in  all  cases,  as  he,  in  his 
discretion,  may  think  projier. 

Sec.  10.  .M  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  Ihe  s'^crelary  of  the  treasury  to  trans- 
fer the  moneys  in  Ihe  hands  of  any  depositary  here- 
by constituted,  to  the  treasury  of'the  United'Sfate,;; 
to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  ;  to  the  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans;  nr  to  the  offices  of  eithei  of  the  re- 
ceiver.i  general  of  pulilic  moneys,  by  this  act  tii- 
rected  to  he  appointed  ;  to  be  there  safely  Icc-pf, 
accordini  to  the  nrovisioiis  of  this  act ;  and  also  lo 
transfer  monfys  in  the  handset'  aiiv  one  rlepositaiy 
constituted  by  this  act  to  any  other  depositary 
constituted  by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and  as 
the  safety  of  the  public  moneys,  and  Ihe  conve- 
nience of  the  public  service,  shall  seem   to  him  to 


as  a  deposite  bank  iind  .      . 

Fourth.  A  commission,  such  as  shall  be  agreed 
mion  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
bank,  not  in  any  case  to  exceed  one  eighth  of  one 
per  centum  np'on  the  moneys  deposited  with  it, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Unilid  States,  in 
full  satisfaction  ol  all  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  for  trouble  and  ri,-k  prowing  out  of  the  re- 
ceipt, safe  keeping'  and  repayment  of  the  special 
deposites  herein  autluirized  to  he  made  ;  all  ac- 
counts for  comniifsions  to  be  audited  and  paid  at 
the  treasury  of  Ihe   Unit,  d  States. 

Sec  1-».'  Arid  be  it  fvriher  enacted.  That,  in  case 
no  bank  within  the  state  or  territory  wheiein  Ihe 
depositary,  rlirected  to  make  deposi'cs,  is  located, 
will  consent  to  recfive  the  moneys  ol  the  govern- 
ment noon  special  deposite.  according  to  the  lore- 
s:oiiig  conditions  anil  re;;iilatinns,  iht  n  it  shall  be 
Fawlnl  for  the  serietai\  of  Ihe  treasury  to  select 
some  bank  in  an  ndjoiiiin-  slate,  or  territory,  such 
as  may  be  most  conveneNit  lor  the  officer  to  uiake 
deposites.  and  Ihe  pnhlie  srriici';  and  incase  no 
convenient  hank  of  either  character  can  be  found 
willini:  In  receive  such  deposites  upon  the  terms 
juoposed,  the  srcreinrv  ii'nv  transfer  the  same  to 
the  treasury  of  llie  United  States,  to  Ihe  mint,  or 
branch  mints,  or  lo  'he  officers  of  cither  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money,  as  shall  be  most 
coir,  enienl  to  the  depositary  from  whom  the  mo- 
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ney  is  to  be  tianslcrrcd,  or  to  the  wants  ot  the  pub- 
lic service  in  relerence  to  disbursements. 

Sec.  15.  Jlnd  be  il  further  cnaded.  That  tlie  sec- 
retary of  (lie  tr>.-asiiry  sliall  be,  anil  lie  is  hereby, 
autliorizcil  to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  ot 
the  boolis,  accounts,  and  miiney  on  band,  of  tlie 
several  dt'iJositaries  constituted  by  this  act;  and  lor 
that  purpose  to  appoint  special  assents,  as  occasion 
may  require  with  such  compensation  as  he  may 
think  reasonable,  to  be  lixeU  and  dechied  at  the 
time  ol  each  apgiointinent,  which  said  e.vainlna- 
tious,  in  all  cases  where  the  suui  on  hand  usually 
exceeds  Ihree-tourths  olthe  amount  of  the  oUicer's 
bond,  shall  not  be  made  less  frequenlly  Ihaii  once 
ill  each  year,  and  as  luuch  uiore  Ireqiiently,  in 
those  and  all  other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his 
discretion,  shall  direct.  The  a^iMits  s./iected  to 
loake  these  exainiuations  shall  be  instructed  toex- 
aiaiiie  as  well  Ibe  books,  accounts,  and  returns  of 
the  otficer,  as  the  money  on  baud,  and  the  manner 
ol  its  being  kept,  to  the  end  that  unirormity  and 
accuracy  in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the 
public  moneys,  may  be  secured  thereby. 

Skc.  10.  And  be  it  further  ciiackd.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinalions  provjd.d  for  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  and  as  a  furtlii  r  guard  over  the 
public  moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  each  iia\al 
ollicer  and  surveyor,  as  a  check  upon  the  receiver 
general  of  public  moneys,  or  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, of  their  respeciive  districts;  of  each  register 
of  a  land  olfice,  as  a  check  upon  the  receiver  of  his 
land  office;  and  of  the  director  anil  superintendent 
of  each  mint  and  branch  mint,  when  separate  offices, 
as  a  check  upon  the  treasurers,  respeclively,  of  the 
said  mints,  or  the  persons  acting  as  such,  at  the 
close  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  as  much 
more  frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  do  so,  to  examine  the 
books,  accounts,  returns,  and  money  on  hand,  of 
the  receivers  general  of  public  money,  collectors, 
receivers  of  land  oflices,  treasurers,  and  persons 
acting  as  such,  and  to  make  a  full,  acru.ate  and 
faithful  return  to  the  treasury  department  of  their 
condition. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  il  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  respeclively,  whose  duty  it  is  made  by  this 
act  to  receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public  mo- 
neys, as  the  fiscal  a^ent  of  the  government,  may  be 
allowed  any  necessary  additional  expenses  ot  safe- 
keeping, translerrin;^,  and  disbuisirig  saiil  moneys: 
all  of  such  expenses  of  every  character  to  be  first 
expressly  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, whose  dircclions  upon  all  the  above  subjects, 
by  way  ol  direction  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  suict- 
ly  lollowed  b>  all  the  said  officers:  Provided  that 
the  whole  number  of  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  this  section  ol  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  ten, 
and  that  the  aggregate  compensaiions  of  the  whole 
shall  not  exceed  tight  thousand  dollars,  ncr  shall 
the  compeiisation  of  any  one  clerk,  so  appointed, 
exceed  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  Iti.  And  be  il  farther  enacted.  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  promp- 
titude as  the  coineniiwice  of  the  public  business 
and  the  safely  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  with- 
draw ihe  balances  r  M.aining  vsiththe  present  de- 
positaries of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the 
sale-keeping,  transfer,  anil  disbursement  of  those 
moneys  to  the  depositaries  established  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  mnr- 
shalls,  district  atiorneys,  and  others,  having  public 
money  to  pay  to  the  rnited  Stales,  and  all  paten- 
tees wishing  to  make  payment  for  patents  to  be  is- 
sued, may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  tre,isurcrof 
tlie  United  Stales,  at  the  treasury,  to  the  treasurer 
of  either  of  the  minis,  in  Philadelphia  or  New  Or- 
leans, to  either  of  the  receivers  general  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  to  such  other  depo-ilary  conslitiitcd 
by  this  act,  as  sliall  be  designated  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  olher  parts  of  the  United  States, 
to  receive  such  payiuents,  and  give  receipts  or  cer- 
tificates of  deposlte  tbereliir. 

Sec  -20.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  all  offi- 
cers charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys, 
are  hereby  required  to'keep  an  accurate  entry  of 
each  sum  received,  and  of  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  it  is  received,  and  of  each  payment  or  trans- 
fer, and  of  the  kindof  cur.ency  in  which  il  is  made; 
and  that  if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  shall  convert 
to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use 
by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with,  or  without  inter- 
est, any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to 
him  for  Safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for 
any  olher  purpos?,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of 
the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
invested,  used  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared 
•o  be  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  any  ofScer  orperson 


convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United 
Slates  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  less  than  two,  nor 
more  than  five  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until 
the  rooms,  offices,  vaults,  and  salVs,  din  cledby  the 
first  lour  sections  of  this  act  to  be  constructeil  and 
prepared  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  at  Philadidphia 
and  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  geneial  of  pub- 
lic money  at  New  York,  Boston,  t'lui lesion,  and 
St.  Louis,  can  be  constructed  and  pre|iared  lor  use, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of' the  treasury 
to  procure  suitable  rooms  for  offices  forlhoseolfi- 
ceis  at  their  respective  locations,  and  to  contract 
with  such  banks,  incorporations,  or  individuals,  as 
may  be  willing  to  contract  for  such  use  of  their 
vaults  and  safes  as  in.ay  be  required  for  the  safe- 
keepinir  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  charge  and 
custody  of  those  officers  respectively,  the  expense 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  to 
make  or  continue  in  force,  any  general  order  wliich 
shall  create  any  diliercnce  between  the  dillercnl 
branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of 
payment,  in  which  debts  or  dues  accruing  to  the 
Uniled  Stales  may  be  paid. 

Snc.  23.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
and  publish  regulations  to  inforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentalion  of  all  government  drafts  for  paymrnt  at 
Ihe  place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time, 
accordinir  to  the  diiferent  distances  of  the  deposita- 
ries lioni  the  seat  of  government,  wi'liin  which  all 
drafts  upon  them,  respectively  shall  be  [iresented 
lor  payment;  and  in  default  of  such  presentalin;i, 
to  direct  any  olher  mode  and  place  of  payment 
which  he  inav  deem  proper. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys  directed  by  this 
act  to  be  appointeii,  shall  receive,  respectively,  the 
lollowing  salaries,  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quartei 
yeaily,  al  the  treasury  of  Ihe  United  States,  to 
w  it:  the  receiver  general  of  jiublic  money  al  New- 
York  shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  three  thousand  ilol- 
lars  per  annum;  the  receiver  general  of  public  mo- 
ni'y  at  Boston  shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  the  re- 
ceiver general  of  public  money  at  Charleston  shall 
be  paid  a  salary  of  two  thousand  file  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annuin;  and  the  recei\'er  tceneral  of  public 
money  at  St.  Louis,  shall  be  paid  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  these 
salaries,  respectively,  shall  be  in  liill  lor  the  servi- 
ces of  Ihe  respective  officers;  nor  shall  either  of 
thein  be  permitted  to  charge,  or  receive,  any  com- 
mission, pay,  or  perqiiisile,  for  any  official  service. 
of  any  character  or  description  whatsoever;  and 
Ihe  making  of  any  .such  charge,  or  the  receipt  of 
any  such  compensation,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
irisdemeanor,  for  which  the  officer  convicted  there- 
of, before  any  court  of  the  Uniled  Stales  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  shall  be  subject  lo  punishment 
bv  fine,  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  discrilion 
of  the  court  before  which  Ihe  offence  shall  be  tried. 

Sec  23.  .4nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Ihe 
treasurer  of  Ihe  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  receive  at  the  treasury,  and  at  such 
other  iioints  as  he  may  designate,  payments  in  ad- 
vance for  public  lands,  the  payments  so  made,  in 
all  cases,  to  be  evidenced  by  the  recei|)t  of  the  said 
treasurer  of  tlie  United  States;  which  receipts  so 
given  shall  he  current  at  the  several  land  offices  of 
the  United  Slates,  as  cash,  at  any  public  or  private 
sale  of  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  currency 
authorized  by  law  to  be  received  in  payment  lor 
the  public  hinds:  Provided,  hnn-rver.  that  the  re- 
ceipts given  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  Ihe  authority  conferred  in  this  section, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  or  transferable,  by  delivery 
or  assii;nmetit,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
but  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  presented  in  payment  for 
lands  by  or  for  the  person  to  whom  the  receipt  was 
given,  as  shown  upon  its  face. 
-  Sec  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  for  the  construction  of  offi- 
ces of  the  receivers  general  of  public  money,  by 
this  act  directed,  to  be  erected  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
and  at  St.  I^ouis,  Missouri,  there  shall  be,  and 
I  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  ino- 
!  ney  in  the  treastiry  not  otherw  ise  appropriated,  the 
I  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  he  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv.  who 
is  hereby  required  to  adopt'plans  for  the  said  ofti- 
I  ces,  and  the  vaults  and  sales  connected  therewith, 
land  to  cause  the  same  to  be  coii'^lructed  and 
'  prepared  for  use,  with  as  li'.tl"  del.iy  as  «ha!l  be 
consistent  with  the  public  interests,  an.!  the  con- 
'■  vsnient  location  and  security  of  the  buildinjs  to  be 


erected:  Provided,  lioirever.  That  if  the  secretary 
of  Ihe  treasury  shall  find,  upon  inquiry  and  exaiui- 
nation,  that  suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
ceiver general  at  Charleston  can  bp  obtained  in  the 
custom  house  now  owned  by  the  Uniled  Slates  at 
that  place,  and  that  secure  \  anils  and  safes  can  bo 
constructed  in  that  building  for  the  .safe- keeping  of 
the  public  money,  then  hcshall  cause  such  rooms 
lo  be  prepared  and  filled  up,  and  such  vaults  and 
sales  to  be  constructed  in  the  ciisloin- house  at 
Charleston,  ami  no  independent  office  shall  belliero 
erected. 

Sec  27.  .Ind  bf  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
p.ayment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act, 
olher  than  those  herein  before  picnided  lor,  a  sulli- 
cienl  sum  of  money  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
pro|irialed,  lo  be  paid  out  ol  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


MR.  CLAYS' SPiiECH 

ox  THE     SIB-TREASURV     IIII.!.. 

Ddiccrcd  in  the  Senate  of  the  I'liiUit  Slnles  Fd>.  19, 1838. 

Mr.  CL-\Y,  of  Kendieky,  rose  and  addres-scd  the 
scnaic  as  follows:  I  have  seen  smne  public  service, 
passed  ibrnugh  many  iroubleu  limes,  and  ol'en  ad- 
dressed public  asseinblic.s,  in  lliis  cnpiiol  and  else- 
where; bill  never  hi  fore  have  1  risi-n  in  a  delibcralive 
body,  under  nu'i.  .ippn  -^cil  feeliiii;s,  or  wiih  a  deeper 
sense  of  n«liil  n -|i"iinlMliiy.  Never  before  have  I 
risen  to  cxjiri^"^  ni\  uiiMii'Li^  upon  any  public  measure 
fraught  Willi  sueh  uuneudous  coiife(|ueiiees  lo  ibo 
welmre  and  prosperiiy  ol  ihe  conniry,  and  so  perilous 
lo  the  liberties  of  the  (leople,  as  I  suleninly  believe  ilio 
bill  under  eousidi  ratnui  will  be.  If  you  knew,  sir, 
wliat  .sleepless  hours  reflection  upon  it  has  cost  mej  if 
you  knew  with  whai  fervor  and  siiieerity  1  have  im- 
plored Divine  assistance  to  strengthen  and  sustain  mo 
in  my  upposiiion  to  it,  I  should  havecredi.  with  you, 
at  least,  for  ibe  sincerity  of  my  convieliuns,  if  I  shall 
be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  your  concurrence  as 
lo  the  dangerous  character  of  the  nieiisurc.  And  I 
have  thanked  my  God  mat  he  h,is  prolonged  my  life 
until  die  present  uuic,  to  enable  me  lo  c.vtri  myself  in 
ihe  service  of  my  country,  against  a  project  far  tran- 
scending, m  pernicious  tendency,  nnv  that  I  have  ever 
had  occasion  to  consider.  I  thank  fiim  for  ilic  heiillh 
I  am  pcrniiiied  to  enjoy;  I  thank  him  for  the  soil  and 
sweet  repose  which  I  cvperieuccd  last  night;  I  thank 
him  for  the  bright  and  glorious  sun  which  shines  upoa 
us  this  day. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  at  lliis  time,  IMr.  President,  to 
fo  at  large  into  a  consideration  of  the  causes  which 
Have  led  to  die  present  most  disastrous  state  of  public 
affairs.  That  duly  was  performed  by  others,  and  my- 
self, at  the  extra  session  of  coiiffres.s.  It  was  then 
clearly  sliown  ihat  il  sprung  from  ihe  ill-advised  and 
untbrtunaie  measures  of  c.vecutive  administration.  I 
now  will  content  myself  with  .saving  that,  on  the  ith 
ilav  of  March,  132'J,  .\ndrcvv  Jacksun,  not  by  the  blcsj- 
Ing  of  God,  was  made  president  of  the  United  Slates; 
that  the  country  then  was  eminently  prosperous;  lhat 
Its  currency  was  as  sound  and  safe  as  any  that  a  peo- 
ple were  ever  blessed  with;  that,  tliroushout  the  wide 
exientof  ibis  whole  union,  it  po.sscssed  a  uniiorni  value; 
and  that  exchanges  were  conducted  witli  sueh  reaular- 
iiy  and  perfection,  that  funds  could  be  iransi.iitted  from 
one  exireniiiy  of  the  union  to  the  other,  with  the  least 
possible  risk  or  loss.  In  this  encouraging  conditi<iu  of 
the  business  of  ihe  country  il  remained  fur  .several  years, 
until  after  the  war,  wantonly  waged  against  the  lato 
Rank  of  the  United  Sta'es,  was  comiilelely  sucees>ful, 
bv  the  overthrow  of  that  invaluable  institution.  AVIiat 
oiir  present  situation  is,  it  is  as  needless  to  describe  as 
it  is  painful  to  contemplate.  First  leli  in  our  great  com- 
mercial marts,  distress  aiitl  embarrassment  have  penc- 
iraicd  into  the  interior,  and  now  pervade  al;iiosl  ihe 
entire  union.  It  has  been  justly  remarked  by  one  of 
die  soundest  and  most  practical  writers  that  I  have 
had  accasion  10  consul',  tlin:  ''all  convulsions  in  ilio 
circulation  and  commerce  ofevery  couiiir)'  must  origi- 
nate in  the  oper.vion  of  the  government,  or  in  the  mis- 
taken views  and  erroneous  nier.sures  of  those  possefs- 
ing  the  power  of  influencing  credit  and  circulonon;  for 
they  are  not  olherwise  sasccpfible  cf  convulsion,  and, 
if  left  to  themselves,  ihey  will  find  their  own  level,  and 
flow  nearly  in  one  uniform  stream." 

Yes,  Mr.  Preside:ii,  we  all  have  but  too  mcloncliolly 
a  consciousness  of  the  unhappy  condition  of  our  coun- 
try. We  all  too  well  know  that  our  noble  and  gallant 
ship  lies  bclple-ss  and  immovable  upon  breakers,  dis- 
masted, the  surge  beatinc  over  her  venerable  sides,  and 
the  crew  threatened  with  instantaneous  destruction, 
flow  came  she  there?  Who  was  the  pilot  at  t!-.e  helm 
I  when  she  was  stranded?  7"he  party  in  power!  "The 
pilot  was  aided  by  all  the  science  and  skill,  by  all  llio 
!  cb.arts  and  insirumcnLs  of  such  dislincuifhed  novica- 
toi-s  as  Washington,  the  Adamaees,  JefTerson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe;  and  yet  he  did  not,  or  could  not, 
save  the  public  vessel.  She  wus  placed  in  her  present 
miserable  condi  ion  by  his  bunglinc  navigation,  or  by 
his  want  of  skill  and  jiiiipmenl.  It  is  impjsiiibic  for 
him  to  escape  from  o  e  or  the  other  horn  I'f  that  dilem- 
ma.    I  leave  him  al  liberty  to  choo.«c  between  ilieni. 

I  shall  endeavor,  Mr.  President,  in  ihe  course  of  the 
address  I  am  about  moking,  to  csiabli.fh  certain  propo- 
sitions, which  I  hellrve  to  be  inconteslih.'e;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  perspicuity,  I  will  state  ihcm  severally  to  the 
EenatQ.    1  shall  contsn'l — 
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1st.  That  it  was  the  deliberate  purpose  and  fixed  de-  expense  of  which  may  be  paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by 
sign  of  the  Jate  administration  to  establish  a  govern-  allowin"  its  officers  to  seW  Wk  o/eicAon^e,  >o  private  in- 
ment  bank — a  treasury  bank— ^to  be  administered  and  '  dividuafs  at  a  moderate  premium.  Not  being  a  corpo- 
controlled  by  the  executive  department.  :  rate  body,  having  no  stockholders,  debtors  and  proper- 

2d.  That,  with  that  view,  and  to  tliat  end,  it  was  its  ty,  and  but  few  officers,  it  would  not  be  obnoxious  k) 
aim  "and  intention  to  overthrow  the  whole  bakiriosys-  '  the  constitutional  objections  which  are  urged  against 
tern,  as  existing  in  the  United  States  when  the  admin-  the  present  bank;  and  having  no  means  to  operate  on 
istralion  came  into  power,  beginning  with  the  Bank  of  the  hopes,  fears,  or  inieresis  of  large  masses  of  the  com- 
the  United  States,  and  ending  with  the  state  banks.        |  muiiity,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the  imuence  which  make: 


3d.  That  the  attack  was  first  confined,  from  con- 
siderations of  polii-y,  to  the  Bank  of  the  .United  States; 
but  that,  after  its  overthrow  was  accomplished,  it  was 
then  directed,  and  has  since  been  continued,  against 
the  state  banks. 

4[h.  Ttiat  the  present  administration,  by  its  acknow- 


that  bank  furmidabl 

In  this  message,  president  Jacksoti,  after  again  ad- 
verting to  the  imaginary  dangers  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  recurs  to  hisiavorile  prqject,  and  in- 
quires "whether  it  be  not  possible  to  secure  the  ad- 
advantages  afforded  by  the  present  bank,  throug^h  the 


ledgements,  emanating  from  the  highest  and  most  au-  '  agency  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  so  modihed  in 


thentic  source,  has  succeeded  to  the  principles,  plan: 
and  policy  of  the  preceding  administration,  and  stands 
solemnly  pledged  to  complete  aitd  perfect  them. 

And,'5ih.  That  the  bill  under  consideraaoE  is  in- 
tended to  execute  the  pledge,  by  estabhshing,  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
state  banks,  a  governmeat  bank,  to  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  the  treasury  department,  acting  under 
the  commands  of  the  president  ot  the  United  Stales. 

1  believe,  solemnly  believe,  tlie  truth  of  every   one  of 


IS  principles  and  structure  as  to  obviate  constitutional 
and  other  objections.''  Andlo  dispel  all  doubts  of  the 
timid,  and  to  confirm  the  wavering,  he  declapes  that  it 
is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank,  with 
the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment As  a  branch  of  the  treaaunj  department! 
The  very  scheme  now  under  consideratioru  And,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  such  rui  anomalous  institution, 
he  suggests  that  the  ofHcers  of  the  treasury  department 
may  turn  bankers  and   brokers,  and  sell  bills  of  ex- 


these  five  propositions.     In  the  support  of  them,  I  shall  ]  change  to  private  individuals  at  a  moderate  premium! 


not  rely  upon  any  gratuitous  surmises  or  vague  conjec- 
tures, but  upon  proofs,  clear,  positive,  undei.iable,  and 
demonstnuve.  To  establish  the  first  four,  I  shall  ad- 
duce evidence  of  the  highest  possible  authenticity,  or 
facts  admitted  or  undeniable,  and  fair  reasoning  found- 
ed on  them.  And  as  to  the  last,  the  measure  under 
consideration,  I  think  the  testimony,  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic, oil  %vhich  I  depend,  stamps,  beyond  all  doubt, 
its  true  character  as  a  government  banlt,  and  ou^ht  to 
carry  to  the  mind  of  the  senate  the  conviction  which  I 
entertain,  and  in  which  I  feel  perfectly  confident  the 
whole  country  will  share. 

1.  My  first  proposition  is,  that  it  was  the  deliberate 
purpose  and  fixeJ  design  of  the  late  administration  to 
estahhsh  a  government  bank — a  treasury  bank — to  be 
administered  and  controlled  by  the  e.\ecutive  depart- 
ment. To  estahhsh  its  truth,  the  first  proof  which  I 
ifTer  is  the  following  extract  from  president  Jcckson's 
annual  message  of  December,  1829: 

"The  charier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  expires 
i  n  1836,  and  its  stockholders  will  most  probably  apply 
for  a  renewal  of  their  privileges.  In  ortJer  to  avoici  the 
evils  resulting  from  precipitancy,  in  a  measure  involv- 
ing such  important  principles,  and  such  deep  pecuni- 
ary interests,  I  fee!  that  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the 
parties  interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  legislature  and  the  people.  Both  the  consti- 
tutionality and  the  expediency  of  the  law  creating  this 
bank  are  welltpiestioned  by  a  large  portion  of  our  feliovy 
citizens;  and  it  must  be  admitted  by  all  that  it  has  fail- 
ed m  ihe  great  end  of  estabhshing  a  uniform  and  sound 
currency. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  if  such  an  institution 
i  s  deemed  essential  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment, /  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature, 
whether  a  national  one,  founded  upon  the  credit  of  the 
government  and  its  revenues^  might  not  be  devised, 
which  would  avoid  all  constitutional  difficulties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  secure  atl  the  advantages  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  country  that  were  expected  to  result 
from  the  present  bank." 

This  was  the  first  open  declaration  of  that  implacable 
war  against  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  afterwards  waged  with  so  much  ferocity.  It  was 
the  sound  of  the  distant  bugle,  to  collect  together  the 
dispersed  and  scattered  forces,  and  prepare  for  battle. 
The  country  saw  with  surprise  the  statement  that  "the 
constiturionahty  and  expediency  of  the  law  creating 
this  bank  are  well  questioned  bi/  a  large  portion  of 
our  fellow  citizens,''  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  it  was 
well  known  that  but  few  then  doubted  the  constitu- 
tionality, and  none  the  expediency  of  it.  And  the  as- 
sertion excited  much  greater  surprise,  that  "it  must  be 
admitted  by  all  that  it  has  failed  in  .he  great  end  of  es- 
tabhshing a  uniform  and  sound  currency.''  In  this 
message,  too,  whilst  a  doubt  is  intimated  as  to  the  util- 
ity of  such  an  institution,  president  Jackson  clearly 
first  discloses  his  object  to  establish  a  national  one, 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  government  and  its  reve- 
nues. His  language  is  perfectly  plain  and  unequivocal. 
'Such  a  bank,  founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment and  its  revenues,  would  secure  all  the  advan- 
tages to  the  government  and  the  country,  he  tells  us, 
that  were  expected  to  result  from  the  present  bank, 

111  his  annual  message  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  late 
president  says: 

''The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  tlve 
inquiry,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  State-s,  retjuires  that  I  should  again  call 
•he  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject.  Nothing  has 
occurred  to  lessen  in  any  degree  the  dangers  which 
many  of  our  citizens  apprehended  from  that  institution, 
as  at  present  organized.  In  the  spirit  of  improvement 
and  compromise  which  disiinguishes  ourctmntry  and 
its  institutions,  it  becomes  ts  1 1  inquire  whether  it  be  not 
possible  to  secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  present 
bank,  through  the  agency  of  a  bank  of  the  united  Slates, 
so  molilied  In  its  principles  as  to  obviate  constitutional 
and  other  objectison. 

"It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the  treasury 
dejiarlmeni,  based  on  the  public  and  individual  depos- 
v.ei.  withoutpower  to  make  loans  or  purchase  properly, 
which  shall  remit  the  funds  of  the  government;  and  the 


In  his  annual  messnOT  of  the  year  1831,  upon  this 
subject,  he  was  brief  and  somewhat  covered  in  his  ex- 
pressions. But  the  fixed  purpose  which  he  entertain- 
ed is  sufficiently  disclosed  to  the  attentive  reader.  He 
announces  that, 

"Entertaining  the  opinions  fere/q/brf  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  Bank  of  tlte  L'nited  States,  as  at  present 
organized,  t  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  former  messages, 
frankly  to  disclose  them,  in  order  that  the  attetttion  of 
of  the  legislature  and  the  people  should  be  seasonably 
directed  to  that  important  subject,  and  that  it  might  be 
considered,  and  finallv  disposed  of,  in  a  manner  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  the  constitution,  and 
subserve  the  jiublic  interests.'' 

What  were  the  opinions  "heretofore"  expressed  we 
have  clearly  seen.  They  were  adverse  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  at  present  organized,  that  is  to 
say,  an  organization  with  any  independent  corporate 
govermnent;  and  in  favor  of  a  national  bank  which 
should  be  so  constituted  as  to  be  subject  to  exclusive 
executive  control. 

At  the  session  of  1831-32,  the  question  of  the  re- 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  came  up;  and 
although  the  attention  of  congress  and  the  country  had 
been  repeatedly  and  deliberately  before  invited  to  ilie 
consideration  of  it  by  president  Jackson  himself,  the 
agitation  of  it  was  now  declared  by  him  and  his  parti- 
sans to  be  precipitate  and  premature.  Nevertheless, 
the  country  and  congress,  conscious  of  the  value  oi  a 
safe  and  sound  uniform  currency,  conscious  that  such 
a  currency  had  been  eminently  supplied  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  SLau?s,  and  unmoved  by  all  the  outcry 
raised  against  that  admirable  insutution,  the  recharter 
commanded  large  majorities  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. Fat,-illy  for  the  interests  of  this  country,  the 
stern  self-will  of  general  Jaclison  prompted  him  to  risk 
every  thing  upon  its  overthrow.  On  the  10th  of  July, 
1832,  the  bill  was  returned  with  his  veto;  tiom  which 
the  follo\\ing  exD^act  is  submttted  to  the  attentive  con- 
sideration of  the  senate: 

'"A  bank  of  the  United  States  is,  in  many  respects, 
convenient  for  the  government  and  useful  to  the  peo- 
ple. Entertaining  tliiS  opinion,  and  deeply  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  some  of  the  powers  arid  privilea^s 
possessed  by  the  existing  bank  are  unauthorized  by  nie 
constitution,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and 
dangerous  to  the  Uberties  of  the  people,  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  at  an  early  period  of  my  admmiarranon.  to  call 
the  attention  of  congress  to  the  practicability  of  organ- 
izing an  institution,  combining  all  its  advantages,  and 
obviating  tliese  objections.  I  sincerely  regret  that,  in 
the  act  before  me,  1  can  perceive  none  of  those  modi- 
fications of  the  bank  charier  which  are  necessary,  in 
my  opinion,  to  make  it  compatible  with  justice,  with 
sound  policy,  or  with  the  constiturion  of  our  country." 
"That  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  competent  to  all 
the  duties  which  may  be  required  by  government, 
might  be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe  upon  our  own 
delegated  powers,  or  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  I 
do  not  entertain  a  doubt.  Had  the  executive  been  call- 
ed upon  to  furnish  tlie  project  of  such  an  institution,  the 
duty  would  have  been  cheerfully  performed.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  such  a  call,  it  is  obviously  proper  that  he 
should  confine  iiimself  to  pointing  out  those  prominent 
features  in  the  act  presented,  wliich,  in  his  opinion, 
make  it  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and  sound 
policy.'' 

President  Jackson  admits,  in  the  citation  which  has 
just  been  made,  that  a  hank  of  the  United  States  is,  in 
many  respects,  convenient  for  the  government;  and 
reminds  congress  thai  he  had,  at  an  early  period  of  his 
adininistraiion,  called  iis  attention  to  the  luacticabillty 
of  so  organizing  such  an  institution  as  to  secure  all  its 
advantages,  without  the  defectsof  the  existing  bank. 
It  IS  perfectly  manliest  that  he  alludes  to  his  previous 
recommendations  of  a  government— a  treasury  bank. 
In  the  same  message  he  tells  congress,  that  if  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  furnish  theproject  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, the  duty  would  have  been  cheerfully  performed. 
Thus  it  appears  that  he  had  not  only  settled  in  his 
mind  the  general  principle,  but  had  adjusted  the  de- 
tails of  a  governmeut  bank,  to  be  subjected  to  e.secu- 
live  control:  and  congress  is  even  chided  for  not  caMing 
upon  him  to  present  lliem.     The  bjl  now  under  con- 


sideration, beyond  all  controversy,  is  the  very  project 
which  he  had  in  view,  and  is  to  consummate  the  work 
which  he  began.  I  tlunk,  Mr.  President,  that  you 
must  now  concur  wiih  me  in  considering  the  first  pro- 
position as  ful  y  maintained.  I  pass  to  the  second  and 
third,  which,  on  account  of  their  intimate  connexion,  I 
will  consider  together. 

2.  That,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  government 
bank,  it  was  the  settled  cini  and  inteniicn  of  the  late 
administration  to  overihrow  the  whole  banking  sys- 
tem of  the  United  Stales,  as  existing  in  the  United 
Slates  when  that  administration  came  into  power,  be- 
ginning with  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  and  end- 
ing with  the  state  banks. 

3.  That  the  attack  was  first  confined,  from  con- 
siderauons  of  poUcv,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  that,  after  its  overthrow  was  accomplished,  it  was 
then  directed,  and  has  since  been  continued,  against 
the -state  banks. 

We  are  not  bound  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  pre- 
sident Jackson  for  desiring  to  subvert  the  esiabhshed 
monetary  and  financial  sys;em  which  he  found  in  ope- 
ration; and  yet  some  examination  into  those  which 
probably  influenced  his  mind  is  not  wiihout  utility. 
These  are  to  be  found  in  his  pecular  consifition  and 
charac;er.  His  egotism  and  vanity  prompted  him  to 
subject  every  thing  to  fiis  will;  to  change,  to  remould, 
and  retouch  every  thing^  Hence  the  proscription  which 
cliaracterizeti  his  administration,  the  uriiversal  expul- 
sion from  office,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  all  wtio  were 
not  devoted  to  him,  and  tl>e  attempt  to  render  the  exe- 
cutive deparmient  of  government,  to  use  a  favorite  ex- 
pression of  his  own,  a  complete  "unit.''  Hence  his 
seizure  of  the  public  depusitcsin  thePankof  the  United 
States,  and  hw  desire  to  unite  the  purse  with  the  sw  ord. 
Hence  his  attack  upon  all  the  systems  of  policy  m  hich 
he  found  in  practical  operation — on  that  of' internal  im- 
provements, and  on  that  of  the  protection  of  national 
industry.  He  was  animated  by  the  same  sort  of  am- 
bition which  induced  the  master-mind  of  the  age.  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  to  impress  his  name  upon  every 
thing  in  France.  When  I  was  in  Paris,  the  sculptors 
were  busily  engaged  chiseling  out  the  famous  N.,  so 
odious  to  the  Bourbon  line,  which  had  been  conspicu- 
ously carveti  on  the  palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  on 
other  pubhc  edifices  and  monuments  in  the  proud  capi- 
tal of  France.  When,  Mr.  President,  shall  we  see 
effaced  all  traces  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  Andrew  Jackson'  Society  nas  been 
uprooted,  viriue  punished,  vice  rewarded,  and  talents 
and  intellectual  endowments  despised;  brutality,  vul- 
garism, and  loco-focoism  upheld,  cherished,  and  coun- 
tenanced. Ages  will  roll  around  before  the  moral  and 
political  ravages  which  hove  been  committed  will, 
tear,  cease  to  be  disceriiable.  General  Jackson's  am- 
bition was  to  maloe  his  admmistration  an  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  goverimieul,  and  he  has  accom- 
plished that  object  ot  his  ambition;  but  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  an  era  to  be  shunned  as  sad  and  lamentable, 
and  not  followed  and  imitated  as  supplying  sound  max- 
ims and  principles  of  administration. 

I  have  heard  his  hostility  to  banks  ascribed  to  some 
colhsion  which  lie  had  with  one  of  them,  during  the 
late  war,  at  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans;  and  it  is  possible 
that  may  have  had  some  influence  upon  his  mind.  The 
immediate  cause,  more  probably,  was  the  refusal  of 
that  perverse  and  unacconimouaiing  gentleman,  Nick 
Biddle,  to  turn  out  of  the  office  of  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  branch  of  Ihe  Dank  ut  ihe  United  States,  at 
the  instance  of  his  e.xcelleiii  y  I^aac  Hill,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1839,  that  giant-like  jji'i-wii,  Jeivmiah  Mason — 
giant  in  body,  and  giaiu  in  uiind.  War  and  strife, 
endless  war  and  strife,  personal  or  national,  foreign  or 
domestic,  were  the  ahiiient  of  the  late  president's  exist- 
ence. War  against  the  bank,  \\ar  against  France, 
and  sirife  and  contention  with  a  countless  number  of 
individuals.  The  wars  with  Black  Hawk  and  the 
Seminoles  were  scarcely  a  luncheon  for  his  voracious 
appetite.  And  fie  made  his  exit  from  pubhc  hie,  de- 
nouncing war  and  vengeance  against  Mexico  and  the 
state  banks. 

My  acquaintance  with  that  extraordinary  man  com 
menced  in  this  ciiy,  in  the  fa!l  of  1815  or  1816.  It  was 
short,  but  highly  respectful,  and  muiually  cordial.  I 
beheld  in  him  the  gallant  and  successful  general,  who, 
by  the  "lorious  victory  of  New  Orleans,  had  honorably 
closed  tlie  second  war  of  our  independence,  and  I  paid 
him  the  homage  due  to  that  eminent  service.  A  tew 
years  afu.'r,  it  became  my  painful  duly  to  animadvert, 
in  the  house  of  repiesentaiives,  with  the  independence 
which  belongs  to  the  representative  character,  upon 
some  of  liis  proceedings  iii  the  conduct  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  which  I  thought  illegal  and  contrary  to  the 
constiiution  and  the  law  of  nations.  A  non-inter- 
course between  us  ensued,  which  continued  until  the 
fall  of  1824,  when,  he  being  a  member  of  the  senate, 
an  accommodation  between  us  was  sought  to  be 
brought  about  by  ihe  principal  part  of  the  delegaticn 
from  his  own  state,  tor  that  purpose,  we  were  invit- 
ed to  dine  wiih  them  at  Clax'on's  boarding  house,  on 
capitol  hill,  where  my  venerable  friend  from  Tenessee, 
(Mr.  While)  and  his  colleague  on  the  Spanish  commis- 
sion, were  both  present.  1  retired  eaily  from  dinner, 
and  was  followed  to  the  door  by  general  Jackson  and 
the  present  minister  of  the  United  Sta'es  at  the  court  of 
Madrid.  They  pressed  nie  earneslly  to  lake  a  seat 
with  ihem  in  their  carriage.  My  faitnful  servant  and 
friend,  Charles,  A\'as  standing  ai  the  door  waiting  for 
me,  v\  ith  my  own.  I  >  ielded  to  their  urgent  polileness, 
directed  Charles  to  follow  with  my  carriage,  and  they 
sat  me  down  at  my  own  door.     We  afterwards  fre- 
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quently  met,  with  mutual  respect  and  cordialiiy;  dined 
several  times  togethir,  and  reeiprocaied  the  hospitality 
of  our  respective  quarters.  This  friendly  intercourse 
continued  until' the  election,  in  tlie  lioiise  of  representa- 
tives, of  a  president  of  the  United  States  came  on  m 
Feb.  18i5.  Iijave  the  vote  which,  in  the  continseiiey 
that  happened,  I  told  my  collentjne,  (Mr.  Crittenden,) 
who  sits  before  me,  prior  to  niv  departure  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  November.  I«i,  a'.id  told  other-sthat  I  should 
give.  All  intercourse  ci-iiseJ  lieiween  ijeiicral  .(«ck.son 
and  inyself  \\"e  have  never  .--nicf?,  except  otiee  acci- 
dentally, exchanged  salutation*,  nor  inti,  except  oti 
occasions  when  we  were  performing  tlie  last  ollices 
tinctly  diclosed.-  S))eakii^  of  a  sound  currency,  he 
84ys: 

"In  considering  the  means  of  obtaining  ,10  important 
an  end,  [that  is,  a  sound  currency,]  we  must  set  aside 
all  calculations  of  tem^wrartf  convenience,  and  be 
intluenced  by  those  only  that  are  in  harmony  with 
the  true  character  and  permanent  interests  of  the  rc- 
(lubhc.  We  must  recur  to  first  jirinriples,  and  see  whai 
It  is  that  has  prrven'cd  the  lr[!i-latinn  of  congress  and 

the  stales  on  tin'       .'.;i  .  '  .''  .     -I  ;.  :'.   \    }l.-:,i     ;;fsiyill({  the 

publicexpeci  ri    1.  .  -         .     ir. -ponding 

to  those  u-huli:i  r.  L  ,1  1  ;  .1.1  luirsystem 
when  truly  on—  .  r  .v ,'  1  ■  ;r  ,■,  ,ii  |niiir!|il,.  of  equal- 
ity upon  whicli  11  rcsis.  and  with  tli:ii  spirit  of  forbear 
tince  and  mutual  concession  and  generous  patriotism 
which  was  originally,  and  must  ever  co-ntinue  to  be, 
the  vital  element  ot  our  Union. 

"  On  this  subject,  I  am  sure  that  I  faniwt  bs  mista- 
ken in  ascribing  our  want  of  success  to  tlie  undue 
countenance  which  has  b.'Cn  afiorded  to  the  spirit  of 
monopolif.  All  the  serious  dangers  which  our  system 
has  vet  encountered  may  be  trttced  to  the  resort  to  im- 
plied powers,  and  the  use  vf  corporations  clothed  with 
privile^jes,  the  cMect  of  which  is  to  advance  the  inter- 
es's  ol  the  few  at  tlie  e.vpcnse  of  the  many.  We  have 
fell  but  one  class  of  these  dangers,  exhibited  in  the  con- 
'cst  waged  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  against 
ae  government  for  the  last  four  years.  Happily,  they 
have  been  obviated  for  the  present  by  the  indignant 
resistance  of  the  people  ;  but  we  sltould  recollect  that 
the  principle  whence  they  sprang  is  an  ever-active  one, 
which  will  not  fail  to  renew  its  etforts  in  the  same  and 
in  other  forms,  so  long  as  there  is  a  hope  of  success, 
founded  either  on  the  inattention  of  the  people,  or  the 
treachery  of  their  representatives  to  the  subtle  progress 
of  its  influence.'' 

*  *  *  *  "  We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the 
present  favorable  condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot 
take  an  efectual  sttm  I  against  Ikis  spirit  of  monopoly, 
and  pracdcally  prove,  m  respect  to  the  currency,  as 
well  as  other  important  interests,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  so  extensive  a  resort  to  it  as  that  which  has 
been  heretofore  practised." 

*  *  •  *  "It  has  been  seen  that  without  the 
agency  of  a  great  iiuaeyeJ  monopoly  the  revenue  can 
be  cjliected,  and  conve.iiently  and  safely  applied  to  al 
the  purposes  of  tlie  public  expenditure.  It  is  also  as- 
certained thai,  instead  of  bein"  necessarily  matle  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  unchecked  paper  sysieni,  the 
management  of  the  i^eveiiue  can  be  mide  au.xihary  to 
the  relurni  svhich  the  legislatures  of  several  of  the 
states  have  already  comrnenced  in  regard  to  the  sup- 
pression of  small  bills  ;  and  which  has  only  to  be  fos- 
tered 6y  proper  regulations  on  the  part  of  conffrea.?,  to 
secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  e.xtent  required  for  the 
secu  ity  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitudonal  medium." 

As  in  the  instance  of  the  attack  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  approacli  to  the  sta  e  banks  is  slow, 
cautious,  and  insidious.  He  reminds  congress  and  the 
co-.intry  ihat  all  calculauons  of  lempoiary  convenience 
must  be  set  aside;  that  we  must  recur  to  tirst  principles; 
and  that  \ve  must  see  what  it  is  that  has  prevented  le- 
gislation of  congress  and  the  states  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency  from  satisl'ying  public  expectation.  He  de- 
clares his  conviciion  that  the  want  of  succes  has  pro- 
ceeded from  undue  cuun'enance  which  has  been  af- 
forded to  the  spirit  of  ni  mjiwly.  .A.I1  tlie  serious  dangers 
which  our  system  has  vei  eucouiUertd  may  be  traced 
to  the  resort  to  implied  p».vei's,  and  to  the  iiseofcorpo 
rations.  We  have  feh,  he  says,  but  one  class  of  these 
dangers  in  the  conest  with  tlie  Bank  of  the  Uui;ed 
States,  and  he  clearly  intnnuies  fhat  tile  otlier  class  is 
the  state  banks.  We  are  now  to  see,  he  proceeds, 
whether  in  the  present  fivorable  Condition  of  the  coun- 
try, we  cannot  take  an  clFectual  stand  against  this  spirit 
of  monopoly.  Reverting  to  his  fa^onte  scheme  of  a 
givemment  bank,  he  says  it  is  ascertained  that,  instead 
of  being  made  necessary  t  j  promote  the  evils  of  an  un- 
checked paper  sjy^tem,  the  majiagement  of  tlie  retenix 
can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  retorni  which  he  is  desi 
towards  deceased  members  of  congress  or  other  offi- 1 
cers  of  governincni.  Imtnediately  after  my  vote,  a 
rancoroas  -var  was  commenced  against  me,,  and  all  the 
barking  dogs  let  loose  upon  me-  I  shall  not  trace  it 
during  Its  ten  years'  bitter  connnuanee.  But  I  thank 
my  God  that  I  stand  here,  tirni  and  erect,  unbent,  un- 
brokeii,  unsubdued,  unawed,  and  ready  to  denounce 
the  mischevious  metisures  of  his  administrationT  and 
ready  to  denounce  this,  its  legitimate  ofiipring,  the  most 
pernicious  of  them  all. 

His  administration  consisted  of  a  succession  of  as- 
tounding measures,  which  fell  on  the  puphc  ear  like 
repeated  bursts  of  loud  and  appalling  thunder.  Before 
the  reverberations  of  one  peal  had  ceased,  another  and 
another  came,  louder  and  louder,  and  more  terrifying. 
Or  rather,  it  was  like  a  volcanic  mountain,  emitting 
frightful  eruptions  of  burning  lava.  Before  one  was 
cold  and  crusted;  before  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants  of 


buried  villages  and  cities  were  hushed  in  eternal  silence, 
another,  mure  desolating,  w-as  vomited  forth,  extending 
wider  and  wider  the  circle  of  death  and  destruetion. 

Mr.  President,-  this  is  no  unnecessary  digre.ssion. 
The  personal  clraracter  of  such  a  chief  as  1  have  been 
describing,  his  passions,  his  propensities,  the  character 
of  his  mind,  should  be  all  thoroughlv  studied,  to  com- 
preheid  clearly  his  measures  and  his  admiiiistration. 
Hut  I  will  now  proceed  to  nmrr  direct  and  strict  prootin 
of  my  Second  and  third  pnuni  iiions.  TliBi  he  w-ae 
resolved  to  break  down  tin-  B.uiL  --t  the  United  .States, 
e  proven  by  the  stuiie  ciiiitinr.'-  tVom  liis  mes''n"ep 
which  I  have  made,  to  exhibit  his  purpose  to  establish 
a  treasury  bank,  is  proven  by  his  veto  message,  and 
by  the  fact  that  he  did  dcsirov  it.  The  war  against  all 
oilier  banks  was  not  originally  announced,  because  he 
wished  the  state  banks  to  be  auxiliaries  in  overthrow- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta'cs,  and  because  such 
an  annunciation  would  have  been  too  rash  and  shock- 
ing upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  even  his 
tremendous  influence.  It  was  noeessary  to  proceed 
in  the  work  with  caution,  and  to  begin  »-iih  ihatinsii- 
tutit^n  against  which  could  be  enilntdied  the  gi-eatest 
tuiNunt  of  prejudice.  The  refusal  to  recharler  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  followed  by  a  de'ermination 
10  remove  from  its  custody  the  public  niouey  of  the 
United  States.  That  determination  was  lirst  whisper- 
ed in  this  place,  denied,  again  iirimated,  and  finally, 
in  September,  1833,  e.xecuted.  The  agitation  of  tHe 
.-American  public  which  ensued,  the  warm  and  animat- 
ed discussions  in  the  country  and  in  congress,  to  w  hich 
that  unconstitutioniil  measure  gave  rise,  are  all  fresh  in 
our  recollection.  It  was  necessary  to  quiet  the  public 
mind,  and  to  reconcile  the  people  to  what  had  been 
done,  before  president  Jackson  seriously  entered  upon' 
his  new  career  of  hostilit\'  to  the  state  banks.  \\.  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress,  in  1834,  he 
imtigined  a  sufficient  calm  had  been  produced,  and,  in 
his  annual  message  of  that  year,  the  war  upon  the  state 
.banks  was  opened.     In  that  message  he  says: 

"It  seems  due  to  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  re- 
maining in  that  bank,  and  to  the  hoiKir  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  that  metisures  be  taken  to  separate  the  gov- 
ernment entirely  from  an  institution  so  mischevious  to 
the  public  prosperity,  and  so  regardless  of  the  constitu- 
don  and  laws.  By  transferring  the  public  deposites, 
by  appointing  other  pension  agents,  as  far  as  it  had  the 
power,  by  ordering  the  discontinuance  of  the  receipt  of 
oauK  checks  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  after  the 
first  day  of  January  ne.xt,  the  executive  has  exerted  all 
its  lawful  authority  toservrr  the  connection  between  the 
government  and  this  faiihlcss  cor|ioralion." 

In  this  quotation  it  will  be  ^cni  that  the  first  germe 
is  contained  of  that  separation  and  divorce  of  the  gov- 
ernment from  banks,  which  has  recently  made  such  a 
conspicuous  figure.  It  relates,  it  is  true,  to  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  speaks  of  separating 
and  severing  the  connection  between  the  governtnent 
and  that  institution.  But  the  idea,  once  developed, 
was  easily  susceptible  of  application  10  all  banking  in- 
sututions.  In  the  message  of  the  succeeding  year,  his 
meditated  attack  upon  the  state  banks  is  more  dis- 
rous  to  introduce.  The  designs  of  president  Jackson 
against  the  s'ete  banks  are  more  fully  developed  and 
enlarged  upon  in  hia  annual  message  of  1836,  from 
which  I  beg  leave  to  quote  the  following  passages; 

"  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attenbon  to  another  subject 
intimately  associated  with  t!ie  preceedingone — tkecur- 
rencij  of  the  country. 

"It  IS  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  that  gave 
birth  to  it.  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to 
establish  a  currency  consisting  of  Me  preciotus  metuls. 
These,  from  their  peculiar  pr-tperties,  which  rendered 
them  the  standard  of  value  in  all  other  countries^  were 
adopted  in  this,  as  well  to  establish  its  commercial  stand* 
ard,  in  reference  to  foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent 
rule,  as  to  exclude  the  use  of  a  niuJable  medium  of  ex- 
change,  such  as  of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  re- 
cognised by  the  statutes  of  some  slates  as  a  tender  for 
debts,  or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper 
currency." 

"Variableness  must  ever  be  the  clviracteristic  of  a 
currency  of  vvhicii  the  precious  nieiala  arc  not  the  chief 
ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  contracted 
with'jut  regard  to  the  principles  ihat  regulate  the  value 
of  those  metals  as  a  standard  in  the  general  trade  of  the 
world.  With  us,  bank  issues  constitute  such  a  curren- 
cy, and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are  made  depend- 
ent on  those  jtistproporrions  of  gold  and  silver,  as  a  cir- 
culating mediiuni,  wliich  experience  has  proved  to  be 
necessary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  ail  other  commercial 
countries.  Where  those  prop-jrtionsare  not  infused  in- 
to the  circulation,  and  do  not  control  it,  it  is  manifest 
tiiat  pnccs  must  vary  accorH'ng  to  the  tide  of  bank  is- 
sues, and  tlie  value  tind  stability  of  property  must  stand 
exposed  to  all  the  uncert.iinty  which  attends  the  admin- 
istration of  institutions  that  are  c^msiantly  iiiible  to  the 
lemptanon  of  an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  are  established." 

"  But  although  various  dangers  to  our  republican  in- 
stitutions have  been  obviated  by  the  failure  of  that  bank 
to  extort  from  the  governtnent  a  renewal  ol  its  charter, 
it  is  obvious  that  httle  has  been  accomplished,  except  a 
salutary  change  of  pubhc  opinion,  towards  restoring  to 
the  country  the  sound  currency  provided  for  in  the  con- 
stitution. In  the  actsofsc-veriilofihe  states  ppibibiting 
the  circulation  of  small  notes,  and  the  nnxiliary  enari- 
ments  of  congress  at  the  last  ses.sion,  forbidiling  their 
reception  or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy 
oitae  country  has  been  advauccd,  and  a  larger  portion 


of  the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulating  me- 
dium. These  measures  will  probably  be  Ibllowed  up  ni 
due  time  by  the  enactment  of  state  laws,  banisbiii" 
from  circulation  bank  notes  of  snil  hi'dier  deiMinina^ 
lions;  and  the  object  may  be  materially  promoied  by 
f\irther  acts  of  congress,  forbidding  the  emplovment,  as 
fiscal  agent.-i,of  sucti  banlts  as  issue  notes  ol  low  deiioni' 
illations,  and  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  the 
circulation  iif  gold  and  silver. 

"  Tlie  effects  of  an  extension  of  6u7ii  creilits  and  over- 
issues of  bank  paper,  have  been  strikingly  illustrated  in 
the  fules  of  the  public  lands.  From  the  leturns  made 
by  the  various  registers  ond  receivers  in  the  early  part 
ol  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  ri-ceipts  arising 
from  the  sales  of  public  lands  were  increasing  to  an  un- 
Itrecedented  amount.  In  elli-ct,  however,  these  reccipi.s 
amount  to  notlimg  more  ilmn  cn-dit-  m  banks.  'I  lie 
banks  lent  out  their  notes  to  sp>-c  iibiior^  ;  thev  were 
paid  to  the  receivers,  and  iinniediaiely  returned  to  the 
banks,  to  be  lent  out  again  and  againj  being  mere  iii- 
struiiienis  to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuable 
public  land,  and  pay  the  government  by  a  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  batiks.  Those  crediis  on  the  books  of 
some  of  the  western  b«iik.«,  usiudly  called  dcposiie^. 
were  uli-eady  eready  beyond  tlieir  immediate  menus  of 
payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each 
speculation  furnished  means  for  another;  for  no  sooner 
bad  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  the  notes,  than 
they  were  imuiediaiely  lent  to  another  for  a  like  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  banks  were  extending  their  business  and 
their  issues  so  largely  as  to  alarm  considerate  men,  and 
render  it  doubibil  whether  these  hunk  credits,  tf  permit- 
ted to  accumulate,  would  ullintatrli/  be  of  the  tea.1l  lalae 
to  the  government,  'riie  spirit  of  expansion  an<l  specu- 
lation was  not  confimed  to  the  deposite  banks,  but  per- 
vaded the  whole  niultilude  of  banka  ihroiighoiit  ihc 
union,  and  was  giving  rise  to  new  instituiiona  to  aggra- 
vate tlie  evil. 

"The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked  ;  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  general  and  state  governments  to  adopt 
all  legitimate  and  proper  means  to  produce  that  saluta- 
ry eltect.  Under  diis  view  of  my  dutv,  I  directed  the 
issuing  of  the  order,  which  will  belaid  before  you  by  llie 
.secretary  of  the  treasury,  requiring  paynientof  the  pub- 
hc lands  sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  exception 
until  the  15th  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of^  actual 
settlers.  This  measure  has  produced  many  salutary 
consequences.  It  checked  the  career  of  the  western 
blinks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  in  anticipation 
of  the  pressure  which  has  since  pervaded  our  eastern  ag 
well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By  prevent- 
ing the  expansion  of  the  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  ofl'tlie  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its  pro- 
gress in  monopolizing  the  most  valuable  of  the  public 
lands.  It  has  tended  to  save  the  new  states  from  a  non- 
resident proprietorship — one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  advancement  of  a  new  country  ond  the  prosperity 
of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended  to  keep  open  the  public 
lands  for  entry  by  emigrants  at  government  prices,  in- 
stead of  their  being  conqiellcd  to  purchase  of  specula- 
tors at  double  or  treble  prices.  And  it  i?  conveying  in- 
to the  interior  large  sums  in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  en- 
ter permanently  into  the  currency  of  the  country,  ond 
place  it  on  a  firmer  foundation.  It  is  confidendy  tie- 
lieved  that  the  country  will  find,  in  the  motives  which 
induced  that  order,  and  the  happv  consequences  which 
have  ensued,  much  to  commend  and  nothing  to  con- 
demn." 

It  is  seen  that  he  again  calls  the  attention  ot  congress 
to  the  currency  of  the  country,  alleges  thot  it  was  appa- 
rent from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitution,  as  well 
as  the  history  of  the  times  that  gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was 
the  purpi>se  of  the  convention  to  establish  a  currency 
consisting  of  the  precious  metals  ;  imputes  variableness 
and  a  liability  to  inordinate  contraction  and  expansion 
to  the  existing  paper  system,  and  denounces  bank  is- 
sues as  being  an  uncertain  s'andard.  He  felicitates 
himself  upon  the  dangers  which  have  been  obviated  by 
theoverihrwv  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  S'a'es,  but  de- 
clares that  little  has  been  yet  done,  except  to  produce  a 
salutary  change  of  public  opinion  towards  restoring  to 
the  country  the  sound  currency  pnyvidedfor  in  the  cen' 
stitution.  I  will  here  say,  in  passing,  that  .nil  this  out- 
cry about  the  precious  metals,  gold,  and  the  constiiii- 
'ional  currency,  has  been  put  forth  to  delude  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  use  the  precious  metals  as  an  instrument  to 
break  down  the  banking  ins'itiitions  of  the  sta'es,  and 
to  thus  pave  the  way  for  the  uMmate  establishment  of  a 
ifreat  governmentbank.  In  the  present  advanced  s'ato 
of  civilization,  in  the  present  (snndition  of  the  commerce 
of  the  vvorld,  and  in  tneariual  relations  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse between  the  dilTerent  nations  of  the  world,  it 
is  perfectly  chitnerical  to  suppose  that  the  currency  of 
the  United  States  should  consist  exclusively,  or  princi- 
pally, of  the  precious  metals. 

In  the  quotations  which  I  have  made  fkitn  the  last 
annual  niessaue  of  treneral  Jackson,  he  spcakflof  the  ex- 
tension of  bank  credits,  and  ihe  over-issues  of  bank  pti- 
per,  in  the  opt-rations  upon  the  sales  of  public  lands.  In 
his  me-ssage  of  only  the  preceding  year,  the  vast  amount 
of  those  sales  had  been  dw-elt  upon  with  peculiar  com- 
plaisance, as  illustrating  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
countrv,  and  as  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  his  administra- 
tion. But  now  that  which  had  been  announced  as  a 
bltssing  is  deprecated  as  a  calamity.  Now,  his  object 
bring  to  a-ssaii  the  bankinginstitutionsof  ihe  stales,  and 
tojnsufy  that  fatal  treasury  order,  which  I  shall  hereaf- 
ter have  occasion  to  notice,  he  exprt^s-ses  his  apprehen- 
sion of  liic  danger  to  which  we  arc  exposed  of  losing 
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the  public  domain,  and  getting  nothing  for  it  but  bank 
credits.  He  describes,  minutely,  the  circular  process  by 
which  tlie  notes  of  the  baniis  passed  out  of  those  institu- 
tions to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands, 
and  returned  again  to  them  in  the  form  of  credits  to  the 
government.  He  forgets  that  Mr.  secretary  Taney,  to 
reconcile  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  daring 
measure  of  removing  the  public  depJsites,  had  sdmula- 
ted  the  banks  to  the  exercise  of  great  liberality  m  the 
grant  of  loans.  He  informs  us,  m  that  message,  that 
me  safety  of  the  public  funds  and  the  interests  of  the 
people  generally,  required  that  these  copious  issues  of 
the  banks  should  be  checked,  and  that  the  conversion 
of  the  public  lands  into  mere  bank  credits  should  be 
arrested.  And  his  measure  to  accomplish  these  ob- 
jects was  that  famous  treasury  order,  already  adverted 
to.  Let  us  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  contemplate 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued.  The 
principle  ol  the  order  had  been  proposed  and  discussed 
in  congress.  But  one  senator,  as  far  as  I  knov/,  in  this 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and  not  a  solitary  member, 
within  my  knowledge,  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
was  ill  favor  of  it.  And  yet,  in  about  a  week  after  the 
adjournment  of  congress,  the  principle,  which  met  with 
no  countenance  from  the  legislative  authority,  was  em- 
bodied in  the  form  of  a  treasury  edict,  and  promulg.v 
ted  under  the  executive  authority,  to  the  astonishment 
oi  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

If  we  possessed  no  other  evidence  whatever  of  the 
hostility  of  president  Jackson  to  the  sta;e  banks  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  order  would  supply  conclusive  prooK 
Bank  notes,  bank  issues,  bank  credits,  were  distrusted 
and  denounred  by  him.  It  was  proclaimed  to  llie  peo- 
ple that  they  were  unworthy  of  confidence.  The  go- 
vernment could  no  lunger  trust  in  their  security.  And 
at  a  nioinciit  when  the  banking  operations  were  e.';- 
teiided,  and  slreiched  to  their  utmost  tension;  when 
they  «cie  almost  all  tottering  and  ready  to  fall,  for  the 
want  of  that  metallic  basis  on  which  they  all  res  ed, 
the  e.xecutive  announces  its  distrust, issues  the  treasury 
order,  and  enters  the  market  for  specie,  by  a  demand 
of  an  e.xiraordinary  amount  to  supply  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing die  public  lands.  If  the  sales  had  conrinued  in 
the  same  rado  they  had  been  made  during  the  previous 
year,  that  is,  at  about  the  rate  of  twenty-four  milhons 
per  annum^  this  unprecedented  demand  created  bv  go- 
vernment ibr  specie  must  have  exhausted  the  vaults  of 
most  of  the  banks,  and  produced  much  sooner  the  ca- 


yet  remains  to  require  all  your  energy  arid  perseverance. ! 
The  power,  however,  is  in  your  hands,  and  the  remedy 
must  and  will  be  applied,  if  you  determine  upon  it.'' 

The  mtisk  is  now  thrown  off,  and  he  boldly  says  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  unquesiionubhj  in- 
tended to  secure  to  the  people  a  circulating  medium  of 
gold  and  silver.  They  have  not  enjoyed,  he  says,  that 
benefit,  because  of  the  estabUshment  of  a  national  bank, 
and  the  unfortunate  course  of  legislation  in  the  several 
states.  He  does  not  limit  his  condemnation  oi  the  past 
pjHcy  nf  his  country  to  the  federal  government,  of  which 
lie  had  just  ceased  to  be  the  chief,  but  he  extends  if  to 
the  states  also,  as  if  tliey  were  incompetent  to  judge  of 
the  interests  of  theirrespective  citizens.  He  tells  us  that 
the  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which  the  money- 
ed interest  derives  from  a  paper  currency,  which  ihey 
are  able  to  control,  and  the  multitude  of  corporahons; 
and  he  stimulates  the  people  to  become  more  watchful 
in  their  several  states,  to  check  this  spirit  of  monopoly. 
To  invigorate  their  fortitude,  he  tells  the  people  that  it 
will  require  steady  and  persevering  exertions  on  their 
part,  to  rid  themselves  of  the  iniquities  and  mischiefs  ot 
the  paper  system,  and  to  check  the  spirit  of  monopoly 
They  must  not  hope  that  the  conflict  will  be  a  short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  His  humble  efibrts  have  not  been 
spared  during  his  administration,  to  restore  the  consti- 
tutional currency  ot  gold  and  silver ;  and  although  he 
has  been  able  to  do  something  towards  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object,  enough  yet  jemains  to  require  all  the 
energy  and  per  everanceof  the  people. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  proofs  and  the  argument 
on  w  hich  I  rely  to  establish  the  second  and  third  propo- 
sitions which  I  have  been  considering.  Are  they  not 
successfully  maintained  ?  Is  it  possible  that  anything 
could  be  more  conclusive  on  such  a  subject? 

I  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  fourih  proposition. 

4.  That  the  present  administration,  by  acknowledg- 
ments emanating  from  the  highest  and  most  authentic 
source,  has  succeeded  to  the  principles,  plans,  and  poli- 
cy, of  the  preceiJing  administraHon,  and  s.and  solemn 
ly  pledged  to  complete  and  perfect  them. 

The  proofs  on  this  subject  are  brief:  but  they  are 
clear,  direct,  and  plenary.  It  is  impossible  for  any  un- 
biassed mind  to  doubt  for  a  moment  about  them.  You, 
sir,  will  he  surprised,  when  I  shall  array  them  before 
you,  at  their  irresistible  force.  The  first  that  I  shall  ofl'er 
Is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  letter  of  acceptance 
of  the  nomination  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  dated 


tastrophe  which  occurred  in  May  last.    And,  what  is  I  May  23J,  18.35,    In  that  letter  he  says 


more  extraordinary,  this  wanton  demand  for  specie  up 
on  all  the  banks  of  the  commercial  capiiais,  and  in  the 
busy  and  thickly  peopled  portions  of  the  country,  was 
that  it  might  be  transported  into  the  wilderness,  and, 
alter  having  been  used  in  the  purchase  of  pubhc  lands, 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  government  in  the  books 
ot  western  banks,  in  some  ol' which,  according  to  the 
mest-aye,  there  wtie  already  credits  to  tue  government 
"gieuily  bc)ond  iht-ir  iinn-.ediate  means  of  payment." 
Goveriiineiit,  tiieitlure,  did  not  itself  receive,  or  rather 
did  not  reiain,  ilie  very  specie  which  if  professed  to  de- 
mand as  the  only  medium  worthy  of  the  public  f.nds. 
'I'lie  specie,  which  s\'ae  so  uselessly  exacted,  was  irans- 
feried  from  one  set  of  banks,  to  the  derangement  of  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  country,  and  jjlaced  in 
the  vaiiks  of  anoilier  set  of  banks  in  the  interior,  form- 
iiig  oiil.\'  thoiC  bank  credits  to  the  goveriiraenl  upon 
wliicli  pi esident  Jackson  placed  so  slight  a  value. 

I'luali}".  when  general  Jackson  was  about  to  rerire 
from  the  cares  of  government,  he  favored  his  country- 
men «i,h  a  farewell  address.  Thesolenmity  of  the  oc- 
casion gives  to  any  opinions  which  he  has  expressed  in 
that  document  a  claim  to  peculiar  attention.  It  will  be 
seen  on  perusing  it,  that  he  denounces,  more  emphati- 
cally than  in  any  of  his  previous  addresses,  the  bajik 
pa()er  of  the  country,  corporations,  and  what  he  choos- 
es to  denominate  the  spirit  of  monopoly.  The  senate 
will  indulge  me  in  calling  its  attention  to  certain  parts 
of  that  address,  in  the  tollovving  extracts  : 

"The  constitution  of  the  United  Stales  unquestiona- 
bly intended  to  secure  to  the  people  a  circulating  medi- 
um of  gold  and  silver.  But  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  by  congress,  with  the  privilege  ofissuin"  pa- 
per money  icueivable  in  payment  of  tlie  public  dues, 
and  ilie  unfortunate  cause  oi  legislation  in  the  several 
states  upon  the  same  subject,  drove  from  general  circu- 
lation the  constitutional  currency,  and  substituted  one 
ot  paper  in  its  place.'' 

•'llie  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which  the 
moneyed  interest  derives  from  a  paper  currency,  w  hicli 
they  are  able  to  control ;  trom  the  multitude  oi  corpora- 
tions, with  exclusive  privileges,  which  ihey  have  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  in  the  aitlerent  states,  and  which 
are  employed  altogether  for  their  benefit;  and  unless 
you  become  more  watchful  in  your  stales,  and  check 
this  spirit  of  monopoly  and  iltirst  tor  exclusive  privile- 
ges, you  will,  in  the  end,  find  tliat  the  most  imporiant 
powers  of  government  have  been  given  or  bartered 
away,  and  the  control  over  your  dearest  interests  has 
passed  into  the  hands  of  these  corporations." 

'  But  it  will  recpiire  steady  and  persevering  exertions 


I  content  myself,  on  thus  occasion,  with  saying  that 
I  consider  m\'St  If  the  honored  instrument,  selected  by 
the  friends  of  the  present  adniinistralion,  to  cairy  out 
its  principles  a7id  policy;  and  that,  as  well  from  inclina 
tion  osfr.im  duty,  I  shall,  if  honored  with  the  choice  of 
the  American  people,  endeavor  generally  to  folio 
the  footsteps  of  president  Jackson,  happy  if  I  shall  be 
able  to  perfeU  the  work  wliich  he  has  so  gloriously 
begun.'' 

Mr.  Van  Bnren  announces  that  lie  was  the  honored 
instrument  selected  by  the  friends  of  the  present  ad- 
niinistralion, to  carry  out  its  principles  and  policy. 
The  honored  instrument!  That  word,  according  to 
the  most  approved  definition,  means  tool.  He  was, 
then,  the  honored  tool — to  do  w  hat  ?  to  promote  the 
honor,  and  advance  the  welfare,  of  the  people  of  the 
Uiii'ed  Slates,  and  to  add  to  the  clory  of  his  country? 
No,  no;  his  country  was  not  in  his  thoughts.  Party, 
party,  filled  the  place  in  his  bosom  which  country 
should  have  cccupied.  He  was  the  honored  tool  to 
carry  out  llie  principles  and  policy  of  ecu.  Jackson's 
adniinistralion;  and,  if  elected,  he  sJiould,  as  well  from 
inclination  as  from  duty,  endeavor,  generally,  to  tread 
m  the  footsteps  of  gen.  Jackson — Happy  it  he  should 
be  able  to  peifect  the  work  which  he  had  so  gloriously 
begun.  Duty  lo  whom?  to  the  country,  to  the  whole 
people  tif  llie  United  Stales?  No  such  thing;  but  duty 
to  the  triends  of  the  then  administration;  and  that 
duty  required  him  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illus- 
trious predecessor,  and  to  perfect  the  work  which  lie 
had  begun!  Now,  the  senate  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  most  disliii»uishing  features  of  gen.  Jackson's  ad- 
minisliation  related  to  the  currency;  that  he  had  de- 
nounced the  banking  insrimrions  ot  the  countiT;  that 
he  had  overthrown  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  that 
he  had  declared,  when  that  object  was  accomplished, 
only  one-haif  the  work  was  completed;  that  he  then 
oommeiiccd  a  war  against  the  state  banks,  in  order  to 
finish  the  o'hcr  half;  that  he  constantly  persevered  in, 
and  never  abandoned,  his  favorite  projectof  a  great 
government  treasury  bank;  and  thai  he  retired  fiom 
llie  oHice  of  chief  magisyate,  pouring  out,  in  liis  fare- 
well address,  anathemas  against  paper  money,  corpo- 
rations, and  the  spirit  of  monopoly.  When  "all  these 
thinOT  are  recollected,  it  is  impossible  not  to  compre- 
hend clearly  w  hat  Mr.  Van  Buren  means,  by  carrying 
out  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  late  adnunisiraiion. 
No  one  can  mistake  that  those  principles  and  that 
policy  require  hun  to  break  down  the  local  institutions 
ot  the  stales,  and  to  discredit  and  destroy  the  paper 

.  ,,.....>-       ,  medium  which  they  issue.    No  one  can  be  at  a  loss  to 

on  your  part  to  nd  yourselves  ot  the  iniquities  and  mis-  ]  understand  that,  lu  following  in  the  footsteps  of  presi 


confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  wliich  he 
has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  I  know  that  I 
cannot  expect  to  perform  the  arduous  task  with  equal 
ability  and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have  been  in  his 
eounsels,  a  daily  witness  of  his  exclusive  and  unsur- 
passed devotion  to  his  country's  welfare,  agreeing  with 
hi/nin  sentiments  which  his  countrymen  have  vvarnily 
supported,  and  permitied  to  partake  largely  ol  his  con- 
fidence, I  may  hope  that  somewhat  of  the  same  cheer- 
ing approbaiion  will  be  found  to  attend  upon  my  path?" 
Here  we  find  Mr.  Van  Buren  distinctly  avowing, 
what  the  American  people  well  knew  before,  that  he 
had  been  united  in  the  councils  of  gen.  Jackson;  that 
he  had  agreed  with  him  in  sentiments,  and  that  he  had 
partaken  largely  of  his  confidence  This  intimacy  ard 
confidential  inferci'/urse  could  not  ha\  e  existed  without 
the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  all  those  lead-ng 
and  prominent  measures  of  his  friend,  which  related 
to  the  esiabhshinent  of  a  government  bank,  the  over- 
ihrow  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  attack 
upon  the  state  insiitutions,  and  the  denunciation  of  the 
pajier  currency,  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  corpora- 
lions.  Is  it  credible  that  general  Jackson  should  have 
aimed  at  the  accomplishment  of  all  those  objects,  and 
entertained  all  these  sentiments,  without-Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's participation. 

I  proceed  to  another  point  of  powerful  evidence,  in 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  respectto  the  famous 
treasury  order.  That  order  had  bi  en  promulgated, 
originally,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  congres3,_had 
been  continued  in  operation  in  defiance  of  the  wishes 
and  will  of  the  people,  and  had  been  repealed  by  a  bill 
passed  at  the  last  ordinary  session  of  congress,  by 
overwhelming  majorities.  The  faie  of  that  bill  is  well 
known.  Instead  of  being  returned  to  the  house  in 
which  it  originated,  according  to  the  reqturemeni  of  the 
constitution,  it  was  sent  lo  one  of  the  pigeon-holes  of 
the  department  of  s'ate,  to  be  filed  away  with  an 
opinion  of  a  convenient  attorney  general,  always  ready 
to  prepare  one  in  support  ot  executive  encroachment. 
On  the  5th  of  March  last  not  a  doubt  v\as  entertained, 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  or  belief  extends,  that  Mr. 
\'an  Buren  would  rescind  'he  obnoxious  order.  1  ap- 
peal to  the  senator  from  Missouri,  who  sits  near  me, 
(Mr.  Linn.)  to  the  senator  from  Mississippi,  whosits, 
farthest  from  me,  (Mr.  Walker,)  to  ihe  senator  from 
Alabama.  (Mr.  King,)  and  to  the  whole  of  the  admin- 
istration senators,  if  such  was  not  the  expectation  of 
all  of  them.  "Was  there  ever  an  occasion  in  which  a 
new  administration  had  so  fine  an  opporluniiy  to 
signahze  its  commencement  by  an  act  of  grace  and 
wisdom,  demanded  by  the  best  interests  and  most 
anxious  wishes  of  the  peopL?  But  Mr.  Van  Buren 
did  not  think  proper  to  embrace  it.  He  had  shared 
too  largely  in  the  confidence  of  his  prcdeccssor.agreed 
too  fully  with  him  in  his  councils,  to  rescind  an  order 
which  constituted  so  essential  a  part  of  the  system 
which  had  been  dehberately  adopted  to  overtlu'ow  the 
state  banks. 

Another  course  pursued  by  the  administration,  after 
the  catasirophe  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  oanks,  demonstrates  the  hostile  purposes  to- 
wards them  of  the  present  administiaiion.  When  a 
simdar  event  had  occurred  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Madison,  did  he  discredit  and  discountenance 
ihe  issues  of  the  banks,  by  refusing  to  receive  them  iu 
payment  of  the  public  dvies?  Did  the  state  govern- 
ments, upon  the  former  or  the  late  occasion,  refuse  to 
receive  them  in  payment  of  tlit  dues  to  tliem,  respcc- 
ii\ely?  And  it  irredeeinable  hank  notes  are  good 
enough  for  state  governments  and  the  people,  aie  they 
not  good  enough  for  the  federal  government  of  the 
same  people'  Bye  actni.,spiLH  iii  all  payments  to 
the  general  go^erni       in  i  it    ir^^ented  it- 

self in  the  mai'  et  i  'ti-lt  com- 

petitor «ith  ihebiiil  a  moment 

when  the  haul  s  wci  i  i  u  ^  i  m  d  struggles  to 
strengthen  themsehc^  audpitpuefoi  i he  resumption 
of  specie  payments.  1  he  extent  of  this  government 
demand  for  specie  does  not  admit  of  exact  ascertaiti- 
ment;  but  when  we  reflect  that  the  annual  expendi- 
tures of  the  government  were  at  the  rate,  including  lhc_ 
post  office  department,  of  about  thirty-three  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  its  income,  made  up  either  of  taxes 
or  loans,  must  be  an  equal  su.-.i,  making  together  an 
aggregate  of  sixty-six  millions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
amount  of  specie  required  for  the  use  of  government 
must  lie  immensely  large.  It  cannot  be  precisely  de- 
Irruiined,  Imt  would  not  be  less  probably  than  fifteeri  or 
twenty  iiuilions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Now,  how  is  it 
possible  fur  the  banks,  coming  into  the  specie  market 
in  competition  with  all  the  vast  power  and  intluenceof 
the  government,  to  provide  themselves  with  specie  in 
a  reasonable  time  to  resume  specie  payments?  That 
competition  would  have  been  avoided,  if,  upon  the 
stoppage  of  the  hanks,  the  notes  of  those  of  whose 
sohditv  there  was  no  doubt,  had  been  continued  to  be 


chiefs  of'  the  paper  svsiem,  and  to  check  die  spirit  of 
monopoly  ami  ihIh  i  iiIiuk.s  which  have  sprung  up  with 
it,andof  wliH  h  ii  i- ih.  niaiii  support.  So  many  inter- 
ests are  uniud  I"  n  -m  all  reform  on  this  subject,  that 
you  must  not  hojie  that  the  conthct  will  be  a  short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  My  humble  ellbrts  have  not  bun 
spared,  during  my  adniinistralion  of  the  governmenl,  i.i 
restore  the  constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver 


dent  Jackson,  and  in  perfecting  the  work  wh.ich  he 
begun,  Mr.  Van  Buren  means  to  continue  attacking, 
systematically,  the  banks  of  the  states,  and  to  creel 
on  their  ruins  that  great  government  bank,  begun  by 
Ins  predecessor,  and  which  he  is  the  honored  instru- 
iiii  111  ^' Irclcd  to  complete.  The  next  proot  which  I 
-hiill  lilirr  IS  supplied  by  Mr.  Van  Buren's  inaugural 
.-s,  from  wliich  I  request  permission  of  ilic  seiia.c 


aiiu  something,  I  trust,  has  been  done  towards  the  ac- 1  lo  read  the  following  exttact: 

coinplishuieiit'of  this  most  desirable  object.  But  enough  |     "In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust  twice 


ivcoivi  d  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  as  was  done 
in  M  .  "iliil  -.'ir- administiation?  And  why,  Mr.  Pre- 
siilriii  -.i'!  I  i!.(  \  not  have  been?  Why  should  not 
thisijuM  niiiM  111  M  icive  the  same  description  of  medium 
which  IS  lound  to  answer  all  the  purposesof  the  several 
state  governnienis?  Why  should  they  have  resorted 
to  the  expedient  of  issuing  an  inferior  p.aper  medium, 
in  the  form  of  treasury  notes,  and  refusing  to  receive 
the  better  notes  of  safe  and  solid  banks?  Do  not  mis- 
understand me,  Mr.  President.  No  man  is  more 
averse  than  I  am  to  a  permanent  inconvertible  paper 
nu'dium.  It  would  have  been  as  a  temporary  mea- 
sure onlv  that  I  should  have  thought  it  expedient  ;o 
receive  the  notes  of  good  local  banks.    If,  along  with 
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thnt  iiK-nsurc,  llie  ircnsuryorderhaJ  lioen  rcj)ealod,  ami 

other  iiicasurt'S  adjpied  lo  encoiirace  and  cuercp  tlic 

re^ump  ion  of  specie  ft.ivnients,  we  should  have  been 

miicli  niirher  thai  desirable  event  than,  I  fear,  wr  now 

are.     Indeed,  I  do  n**!  see  when  it  is  possible  far  the 

banks  to  resume  speeie  payments,  as  long  as  llie  go- 
vernment IS  in  the  field   iiialtin?  war  upon  thcni,  and 

in  the  market  demanding  specie. 
Anotiier  conelus-ive  evidence  of  the  hostility  to  the 

stale  banks,  on  the  pari  of  Mr.  Van  Curen,  is  lo  be 
found  in  that  extraordinary  recoininendaiinn  of  a 
bankrupt  law-  contained  in  Iiis  inessa>,'e  at  ilie  c.tira 
session.  Accuriiins:  co  all  the  principles  of  any  bank- 
rupt sys'eni  wi;h  which  I  am  acquain  cd,  the  banks,  by 
the  stopjiatje  of  speeie  payinenis,  had  rendered  them- 
selves liable  to  its  operation.  If  liie  recommended  law 
had  been  j)asse(l,  commissions  of  ban^.-tpicy  could 
have  been  immediately  sued  out  a^tunft  all  die  sus- 
pended banks,  their  as-oa  seized,  and  :he  administra- 
tion of  them  transferred  from  the  several  corporations 
to  which  it  is  now  infrnsted,  to  commissioners  apiioini- 
ed  by  the  president  liiiiiself.  T.ius,  by  one  blow,  would 
the  whole  of  the  s'.a.e  banks   have  been  coinplelely 

prostrated,  and  Ilie  way  cleared  for  the  introduction  of  1  to  "be  located  ;  njthinir  but  tl 
the  t'avoriie  treasury  IJanl;;  and  is  ii  nit  in  the  same    lary  of  tiie  :r 


be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  the  mere  conimencenienl 
of  a  system;  and  it  cannot  be  doubled  that,  if  put  in- 
to operation,  the  number  of  receivers  general  and 
other  depositaries  of  the  public  money  would  be  inde- 
finitely muhiplied.  He  is  allowed  to  iijipoint  as  many 
c.\aini'iiersof  the  poblc  money,  and  toli\  iheir  salaries, 
as  lie  pleases;  he  is  allowed  to  eiect  at  pleasure  cosilv 
buildings;  there  is  no  estimate  for  any  ihin'';  and  all 
who  are  conversant  wiih  the  operations  of  tne  e.^ecu- 
tivu  branchof  llieyovernmeni  know  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  previous  estimates.  There  is  no  other 
check  upon  wasteful  expenditure  li  it  ]iievious  e«iima;es; 
and  thai  was  a  point  always  pariicuhirly  iufisied  upon 
b;-  Mr.  .feffeison.  The  senate  will  recollect  that,  a  tew 
days,  aso,  when  the  salary  of  ihi-  receiver  general  at 
New  York  was  fi.ved,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
0:1  linanee  rose  in  Iii**  place  and  stated  that  it  was  ane- 
gfsli'il  by  till-  5-1  ,-ieiaiy  of  the  treasury  lliat  it  should  he 
placed  at  i*;iO(A);  and  ihc  blank  was  accordingly  so 
tilji'd.  There  was  no  siutcmciil  of  the  nature  or  extent 
of  the  dunes  to  he  performed,  of  the  time  that  he  would 
be  occupied,  of  the  extent  of  his  responsibility,  or 'the 
pen.-^e  of  living  at  tiV'  several  points  where  they  were 
■       '    ■•       •         ■  •//....  of  llie  secre- 

.:•  :  iii-oHicii-iit 


by  II  majority.     There  isn..  '.        'i-    aiipropria- 

tion  which  i.s  made  to  carr>  in'  rli.  i  ihc  bill,  contrary 
to  all  former  usage,  which  inviiiiubly  prescribed  a  suii'i 
not  to  be  transcended. 

A  most  remarkable  feature  In  the  bill  is  that  to 
which  I  have  already  called  the  al'eiitioii  of  the  senate, 
and  of  which  no  s'aiisfactory  cvplanaiion  has  been 
given.  Ii  is  that  which  proceeds  iiiion  llie  idea  iliat 
the  treasury  is  a  tiling  distinct  liom  ilic  ireasiiie  of  the 
Uiii  ed  Siaies,  and  gives  to  the  treasury  a  local  habita- 
tion and  a  name,  in  the  new  biiilding  which  is  hcin: 


spirit  of  unfriehilliiiess  to  those  hanks,  and  wiih  thi 
same  view  of  removin;;  all  oiisiiicles  to  die  establish- 
ment of  a  government  bank,  that  the  bill  was  present- 
ed to  the  sena'e  a  lew  days  ago  by  the  senator  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  against  the  circiilntion  of  the 
notes  of  the  old  Bank"  of  the  United  States?  At  a 
time  when  t.here  is  too  much  want  of  confi  ienee.  and 
when  every  thing  that  can  be  done  should  be  done  to 
revive  and  strengthen  it,  we  arc  called  upon  to  pass  a 
law  denouncing  the  hi.'a\iest  penalty  and  ig.iominious 
punishment  against  all  who  shall  reissue  the  nines  of 
the  old  Bankol  the  L'oitrd  S  ales,  of  which  wo  are 
told  that  about  seven  millions  of  d.Jlai-s  are  in  circula- 
tion: and  they  constitute  tne  best  p  iioon  of  ihe  |i,ipcr 
medium  of  tlie  country;  the  only  poriion  of  ii  wijuh 
has  a  credit  every  where,  and  which  serves  the  purpo^e 

of  a  general  circuladon;  the  only  poriion  wiih  which  a  j  revenue  of  the  U.  S.  isio  be  [il: 
man  can  travel  from  one  end  of  the  con  iiient  to  the  receivers  gencrtl,  and  the  other 
other;  and  I  do  not  donbt  that  the  senator  who  has  |  District  of  Columbia.  Now, 
fulminated  tliese  severe  pai.isanJ  pcnalues  againsi  that  '  I'ni  ed  Stales  provides  ihal  m 
best  part  of  our  paper  medium,  pi-ovides  hiui-cif  w.th  iVoni  the  public  treasury  Ini!  i 
a  siiilicient  amount  of  it,  wlieiiever  he  lea\es  Nasli-  propnaiion  bv  law.  Thai  r  i 
viile,  to  take  bim  to  Washington.     [Here  Mr.  Gnindy  1  tore,  which  is'  within  the  Ui 


.■tedforthi 
iiigton.     Jn 

lluit  I'ltlarii 

from  Ihe  I  >, 
nine  hiiiidi! 


rtmrntin  the  city  of  VVasli- 
'  ' :.  ■iiiiied,  istobeplaced 
:.  wliirh  ,s  ufcaned 
vild'c.  thatislo.snv, 
10  ivdthsuf  ihe  public 
.'d  in  ihe  hands  of  the 
positaries  beyond  the 
;  consiinnion  of  the 

1  -'1  'II  be  drawn 

'      It  pievious  ap- 
■II  of  ii,  there- 
will  be 


rose,  and  remarked:  No,  sir;  I  always  travel  onspecie.J  |  under  the  safeguard  of  the  constilution,  and  all  else  will 


All!  continueu  M.'.  Clai/,  my  oli  friend  is  alway 
speciaous.  I  a.n  quite  sure  tHa'  members  from  a  distance 
in  the  interior  gener.illy  find  it  indispensable  io  supply 
themselves,  on  coinnie.ichigtheir  journey,  widi  an  ade- 
quate a:aji It  of  the-e  idioi  icjl  notes  to  defray  its  ex- 
penses. Wily,  s.r,  will  any  man  in  his  senses  deny  that 
these  notes  are  fir  1ie,:er  inn  1  tho=e  which  nave  been 
issued  by  that  Government  banker,  Mr.  Levi  Wool. bury, 
aided  though  lie  be  liy  the  chancellor  of  die  exclu-ijuer, 


he  ai  the  arb  trary  disposal  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

It  was  deemed  necessary,  no  doubt,  to  vest  in  the 
secreary  of  the  treasury,  this  vasi  and  alarniing  discre- 
tionary power.  A  ne.v  and  immense  government 
bank  is  about  10  be  erected.  How  it  would  work  in 
all  its  par  s  could  not  be  anticipa  cd  with  certainty;  and 
it  was  thought  proper,  therefore,  o  bestow  a  discielion 
commensurate  with  its  novel  y  and  coniplexiiv,  and 


(I  beg  lis  pardon,  I  mean  the  ex-ciiance!ior,)  die  Sena- j  adapted  to  any  exigencies  w'iich  might  arise.'  The 
tor  t'rom  New  York,  (.Mr.  \Vn!;hl?)  I  am  not  gjiiig  to  j  lO.h  section  ol  the  b'.ll  is  ih  u  in  which  ihe  power  to 
stop  here  to  inquire  1110  the  Uriel  legality  of  the  reissue  create  a  bank  is  more  paricelnrly  conferied.  It  is 
of  these  notes;  that  question,  lo.-eihcr  widi  the  power  short,  and  I  will  read  it  to  the  senate. 
of  the  government  to  pass  the"  proposed  bill,  will  be  I  "Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  emirtrj.  That  it  sliall  be 
taken  up  when  it  is  considered.  I  am  looking  into  the  |  laulul  for  liie  secretary  of  the  treasury  10  iransler  the 
motive  of  such  a  measure.  Nobody  doubts  the  |)cr-  j  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  dcposiiary  hereliv  con- 
fecc  safety  of  the  notes;  no  one  can  believe  ihat  they  j  s-i  uieil,  10  the  treasury  of  the  United  Siatest'to  the 
will  not  be  fairly  and  fully  paid.  What,  then,  is  die  ,  man  m  Pniladelphin;  to  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
des:gn  of  the  bill?  It  is  'o  assail  the  only  sure  general  leans;  or  'o  the  olKices  of  either  of  the  receivers  gene- 
medium  which  the  people  possess.    It  is  because  ii  may  |  ral  of  public  moneys,  by  this  act  direcied  10  be  ap 


come  in  compeiiion  with  treasury  notes  or<<(her  gt 
vernnient  paper.  Sir.  if  the  bill  had  not  been  pro- 
posed by  my  old  friend  from  Tennessee,  I  woulu  say 
it^'  author  beiler  deserved  a  petiitetiiiarv  pumsliiiient 
than  those  againsi  w  hom  it  is  directed.  1  remember  to 
have  heard  of  an  illustrious  individual,  now  in  retire- 
ment, haNing,  on  some  occasion,  burst  out  into  the 
most  patriotic  indignation,  because  ot  a  waggish  trick 

Slayed  of}"  upon   him,   by  puiirv;  a  note  of  ilie  laie 
lank  of  the   U.iileJ  .States  into  ics  silk  purse  with  his 
gold. 
But  it  is  unneccssarv  to  dwell  longer  on  the  innume 


pointed;  to  be  there  safely  J'.epi,  according  10  the  pro- 
of this  aci;  and  alio  lo  lr,tnst>r  rnnruys  in  Ihe 


huvU  of 
other   depi 
Tio.v,  and 


-  drjioxit'l 


ruHi.tilu:edly  this  act  to  any 
I'Y  the  s'rmc,  at  his  discre- 
lic  public  inoiie.'s,  and  the 
eonii:nient<  .0  '.<■  '.  ''  s,  ,t/cc,  shall  seem'  to  him  to 
require,  .-ui  ;  ■  -■  i'  j;ilc  of  paymenisoii  ihe  pub- 
lic account.  It  .sliall  be  lawfil  f  r  the  said  .secreiary 
In  draw  upon  any  0/  Ihe  said.  di-/)a--ilaries,  as  he  may 
think  most  conducive  lo  the  jnitdic  iiterrMs,  or  to  the 
convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  or  both.'* 
Ii  will  be  seen  that  it  grants  a  power,  pcrtecly  unde 


rable  proofs  of  the  hostiliy  against  ihestate  banks,  and  I  fined,  to  the  secretary  "of  the  treasury,  to  slnft  ami 
the  dehberaie  purpose  of  those  in  power  to  overthrow  1  transfer  the  public  money,  from  depositary  to  tJeposita- 
them.  We  hear  an  I  see  daily  throughout  the  country,  '  ry,  as  he  pleases,  He  is'exprtt.ssly  aiiiliorisod  to  irans- 
aniJiig  their  partisans  and  presses,  denunciations  iter  moneys  in  the  hands  of  anvo'ne  Jiposiiary,  eonsii- 
against  b-anks,  corporalions,  rag  barons,  the  spirit  of  t  luted  bv  the  act,  toanvotlieni'op ',itarv  co  isi'itn'ed  by 
nionopoly,  &c.:  and  the  ho.vl  tor  gold,  hard  m  /iiey,  ]  it,  at  hi's  discretion, ,!:,.(  ,1-  ..  ,;i;  ly  nl'  the  public  1110- 
and  the  consliiutional  currency;  and  no  one  >  an  lis-e'o  mys,  uh./  the  convenim.,  ,,i  il„  './/r.srrii/f,  shall  seem 
to  the  speeches  of  lion  ■rablenicnibers,  fri-nds  ofiluad-  to  him  to  require,  'i'lc  10  s  ,  , ,  ,,  .licTJun  of  aiiycon- 
niinistration,  m  thij  h  luse  and  the  other,  .vltbout  being  tiiigency  or  contingenca  s  on  w  oich  he  is  to  act".  All 
impressed  with  a  pert'ect  convicuon  that  the  destruction  is  left  to  his  discretion.  He  is  to  judge  when  the  public 
ol  the  state  banks  is  medita  ed.  service  (and  more  indefinite  lernis  could  not  have  been 

I  have  fullilled  my  promise  Mr.  President,  to  sustain  I  employed)  shall  seem  10  him  to  require  it.  It  has  been 
the  first  four  pnjpositions  with  wliich  I  set  out.  I  now  !  said  that  this  is  nothing  more  than  the  customary  pow- 
proceed  to  the  fifth  proposition;  |  er  of  transfer,  exercised  by  the  lre.isiiiv  deiiartineiit  fnnn 

5.  That  the  bill  under  consideintion  is  intended  to  1  the  ongin  of  the  government.  I  deiiy  it,  ullerlv  deny 
execute  Mr.  Van  Buren's  pledgt,  to  complete  and  per- !  it.    It  is  a  totally  difrerciit  power  froiii  that  which  was 


feet  the  principles,  plans,  and  p  jlicy,  of  .he  past  admin- 
istration, by  establishing,upon  the  rums  of  the  laie  Bank 
of  the  United  i?tates,  and  the  state  banks,  a  govern- 
ment bank  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  trea- 
sury department,  acting  under  the  commands  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  impression  made  by  the  perusal  of  the  bUI 
is  the  prodigal  and  boundless  discretion  which  it  grams 
to  the  secretary  of  the  irep.sury,  irreconcileable  with 
the  genius  of  our  free  insritutions,  and  contrary  to 
the  lormcr  cautious  practice  of  the  covemment.  As 
originally  rep  >ried,  he  wa«  authorized  by  the  h 
low  anv  nutnbc 


nous  receivers  ge 


r  of  clerks  he  thoutth'  proper  to  tlic  va-  I  pup' 
reneral,  and  to  fix  tEeir  salaries.    It  w  ill  \  leav 


led  by  the  cautious  Galla'in,  and  other  secreta- 
ries of  the  treasury-^  power,  by  the  by,  which,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  has  been  controverted,  and 
which  is  infinitely  more  quesiionablc  than  the  [lower  to 
establish  a  bank  of  the  Uiiiicd  S  a'es.  The  transfer 
was  made  by  the  in  rarely,  in  lar!_psuiiis.  and  were  left 
to  the  banks  to  remit.  When  pacments  were  made, 
they  were  elTected  in  the  notes  of  banks  with  which 
Ihe  public  money  was  deposited,  or  to  which  it  was 
transferred.  The  rates  of  exchange  were  regulated  by 
the  state  of  die  markel,  and  under  the  responsibility  of 
he  hanks.  But  here  is  a  power  given  lo  iransfcr  the 
monej'S  without  limit,  as  to  srnni,  place,  or  time, 
ing  every  tiling  to  the  discretion  of  the  secretary 


of  the  treasury,  the  receivers  gi  neral  and  oili,-r  lU  1.  sj. 
'ariis.  What  a  scope  is  allowed  in  the  fixiiiion  ot'  the 
rales  of  cxchangi-,  whcihcr  of  premium  or  discount,  to 
regulaicilic  «  hole  dom,siic  cvcliaii,',  sof  the  counirv, 
to  cM'i-cise  favoniisni:'  'I'lu-e  former  iiansfcrs  wcio 
not  iiiaile  for  disbui>enieiii.  but  as  prcparatorj'  to  dis- 
hursenieiil;  and  when  disbursed,  it  was  generally  in 
hank  notes.  The  transfers  of  this  bill  are  immediate 
payment.',  and  payments  made  not  in  bank  notes  but 
in  .sjiecie. 

'I  he  last  paragraph  in  the  section  provides  that,  for 
ihc  purpose  of  p.iyiiienis  on  ihe  public  nccoiini.ii  shall 
he  lawful  f,r  the  secretarv  to  draw  upon  any  of  Ihe  said 
depositarim,  as  he  may  think  mo»t  conducive  to  Ihc  jmUic 
intcreal,  or  to  ijic  convenience  of  (lie  public  credilors,  or 
both.  It  w  ill  be  seen  tlml  no  I  mil  wim.ever  is  imposed 
upon  the  aiiiouni  or  form  of  the  draO,  or  ns  to  (lie  de- 
liosiiiiry  upon  which  it  is  drawn.  He  is  made  the  ex- 
clusive jiulgc  of  what  is  "most  conducive  10  ihe  pnb'ic 
interests."  .N'ow  let  us  pause  u  mcnnenl,  and  irnee  iho 
operation  of  the  powers  thus  vested.  The  covernment 
has  a  revenue  ol  from  twenty  to  thirty  iiiiflions.  Tlio 
secretary  may  draw  il  lo  any  one  or  more  points  na  he 
pleases.  M,  re  tlian  a  iiioieiy  of  the  revenue  arising  fiftiii 
ciisionis  is  ir.rivabic  at  the  port  of  New  York,  to  which 
point  the  .sfciviary  ,; lay  draw  all  poriions of it,il  he  dunks 
11  conducive  to  the  public  interest.  A  man  has  to  receive, 
under  an  nppiOTnotion  law,  ?1{>000,  and  applies  to 
Mr.  Secretarv  fiir  pavment.  Where  will  vou  receive 
il?  he  is  asked.  O.i  >)ew  York.  How?  In  drafts  from 
■?.'.  loU.'itlO.  Mr,  Secretary  will  give  him  th.-sc  drafts 
.accordinL''y,  upon  bank  iioic  pa|ii  r,  innircsscd  liki  and 

simicd  by  my  frien'l  the  irea.-iner,  (whose  excclleht 
nraciical  sense,  and  solid  and  sound  judgment,  if  he 
had  been  ai  the  head  of  the  treasurv,  instead  of  Mr. 
Levi  Woodbury,  when  the  sus|icnsion  of  specie  pay- 
iiicnis  lo  jk  place,  would  have  relieved  or  mitigalcd  ino 
|icrnniary  ciiibarrassnienls  of  the  government  and  the 
|icopli-,)aiiil  coiinter.signed  by  the  comptroller,  and  filled 
up  in  I'e  usual  way  of  bank  notes.  Here  isoneofihcm, 
said  Mr.  Clay.  ['He  here  held  up  to  the  gaze  of  lUo 
sena'e  a.  treasury  note,  haviii"  all  ilie  appearance  of  a 
bank  note,  colored,  engraved,  and  executed  like-any 
oilier  bank  note,  for  $50.)  This,  continued  Mr.  Clay, 
is  a  £,'overnmeiil;)oM(  note,  put  into  circulation,  paid  oiit 
as  money,  and  prepared  and  sent  fbrih,  gradually  to 
accustom  ihe  people  of  this  country  10  government' pa- 
per. 

I  have  stippoiseJ  SIOOOO  to  be  received  in  ihc  mode 
stated  by  a  nelson  eniitlcd  to  receive  it  under  an  ap- 
proniiation  law.  Now,  let  us  suppose  what  he  svill  do 
with  if.  Anywhere  to  the  south  or  west  it  will  com- 
mand a  premium  of  from  two  to  five  per  cent.  No 
where  in  the  United  S'ates  will  i:  be  under  par.  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  holder  of  ilie're  drafts  would  be 
fool  enough  to  convert  ihem  into  specie,  to  be  carried 
and  Iran.p  ir'cd  at  liis  risk?  Do  you  think  that  ho 
would  ;.,[  |i;.  I'o:  that  this  motley  shouM  be  in  the  rc-- 
poo  li'o  r  r:  of  the  government,  rather  than  in  his 
ov.  II  I  M  ;i  ;., ,  ;,ii-g?  ^  Do  v(.u  iliiiik  that  he  will  deii.v 
to  linn  clf  lia  op  oriUnitv  of  realizi  -tr  the  premium  of 
nircli  he  may  be  perfectly  .sure?  The  greatest  want 
of  ihe  ouiury  is  a  medium  of  general  circulation,  and 
of  uniform  value  every  where.  That,  specially,  is 
our  \vant  in  the  wesiern  and  inicrior  states.  Now, 
here  is  exactly  such  a  medium;  and.  supposing  the 
government  bank  to  be  honestly  and  faithfully  admin- 
istered, it  will,  during  such  an  adir.inistratinii,  t)e  the 
best  coiiveriiblo  paper  money  in  'he  world,  for  two 
retu'o.is;  The  fu*.  is,  that  every  dollar  of  paper  out 
will  be  the  representative  of  a  dollar  of  specie  in  thr; 
hands  of  the  receivers  general,  or  other  di  posi'aries; 
and,  sec(  11. dly,  if  the  receivers  general  should  embezzle 
die  public  inotie)",  the  responsibility  of  the  goveriinieiit 
to  pay  the  drafts  issued  upon  the  basis  of  that  Miio' py 
would  remain  unimpaired.  Tiic  paper,  therefore, 
would  be  as  far  superior  to  the  paper  of  any  priva'e 
corporation  as  the  anility  and  resources  of  il  e  govern- 
ment of  die  United  States  are  superior  to  those  of  such 
corporations. 

The  hanking  capacity  may  be  di\ndcd  into  three  fa- 
culties: dcposites,  d'scounf  of  bills  of  exchange,  and 
promissory  no'es,  oreither,  and  circulation.  This  gov- 
ernment bank  would  combine  them  all,  except  that  it 
would  not  discount  private  notes,  nor  receive  p'ivaie 
denosiie-.  In  payments  for  the  public  lanes,  iiidted, 
indiv' bulls  arc  ahowed  to  make  depo'i.cs,  and  10  re- 
ceive ccrtilica'es  of  their  amount.  To  guard  n:-iiinst 
dieir  iiegotiabiliiy,  a  clause  has  been  introduced  to  ren- 
der them  unassignable.  But  how  will  it  be  possible  10 
maintain  such  an  incotivcnietit  restriciion,  in  a  country 
w'here  every  description  of  paper  imposing  an  obliga- 
tion to  pay  money  or  deliver  property  is  as.signable,  at 
law  or  in  equity,  from  the  commercial  nature  and  trad- 
ing character  of  our  people? 

Of  all  llie  faculties  which  I  have  stated  of  a  hank, 
that  which  creates  a  circnlauon  is  the  most  ini|iortaiii  10 
the  community  at  large.  It  is  that  in  which  thousands 
may  be  interested,  wlio  never  obtained  a  discoiini,  or 
made  a  dep osi'c  with  a  bank.  Whatever  a  govern- 
ment agrees  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  public  dues 
■s  a  medium  of  circulation,  is  money,  current  money, 
no  matter  what  its  form  may  be,  treasury  notes,  dtiilis 
drawn  at  Washington  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  receiver 
general  at  New  York,  or  to  use  ihc  language  employed 
in  various  parts  of  this  bill,  "  such  notes,  bills  or  paper 
i.ssiied  under  the  authority  of  the  Unjied  S^n-cs."  'I'hcse 
various  provisions  were  probably  inserii'd  not  only  to 
I  cover  the  case  of 'reasinv  notes,  but  iha'  of  ibrse  drafts 
1  in  due  season.    But  if  tlicre  were  no  express  provition 
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of  law,  thai  these  drafts  should  be  receivable  io  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  they  would,  necessarily,  be  so 
employed,  from  their  own  intrinsic  value. 

The  want  of  the  community  of  a  general  circublion 
of  uniform  value  everywhere  in  the  Uiiiied  States 
would  occasion  vast  amounts  of  the  species  of  drafts 
which  I  have  drescribed  to  remain  in  circulation.  The 
appropriations  this  year  will  probably  fall  not  much 
short  of  thirty  millions.  Thirty  millions  of  treasury 
drafts  on  receivers  general,  of  every  denomination,  and 
to  any  amount,  may  be  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  What  amount  would  remain  in  circulaiion 
cannot  be  determined  a  -priori,  I  suppose  not  less  than 
ten  or  fifteen  millions;  at  the  end  of  another  vear  some 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  more;  they  would  fiil  all  the 
channels  of  circulation.  The  war  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  statebanks-continuing,  and  this  mammoth 
government  bank,  being  in  the  market,  constanily  de- 
manding specie  for  its  varied  and  ramified  operations, 
confidence  would  be  lost  in  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks,  their  paper  would  gradually  cease  to  circulate, 
and  the  banks  themselves  would  be  cripled  and  broken. 
The  paper  of  the  government  bank  would  ultimately 
fill  the  vacumn,  as  it  would  instantly  occupy  the  place 
of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

1  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  by  the  25ih  section 
of  the  bill,  in  order  to  di?guise  the  purpose  of  the  vasi 
machinery  which  we  are  about  constructing,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  issue  and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the 
speedy  presentation  of  all  government  drafts  for  pay- 
ments at  the  place  where  payable,  &c.  Now,  what  a 
tremenduous  power  is  here  vested  in  the  secretary!  He 
is  to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy 
presentation  of  ell  government  drafts  for  payment  ai 
the  place  where  paj'able.  The  speedy  p  esentation!  In 
the  case  I  have  supposed,  a  man  has  his  $10,000  in 
drafts  on  the  receiver  general  at  New  York.  The 
secretary  is  empowered  to  enact  regulations  requiring 
him  speedily  to  present  them,  and,  if  he  do  not,  the  se- 
cretary may  order  them  to  be  paid  at  St.  Louis.  At 
New  York  they  may  be  worth  a  premium  of  five  per 
cent.;  on  St.  Louis  they  may  be  liable  to  a  discount  of 
five  per  cent.  Now,  in  a  free  government,  who  would 
ever  think  of  subjecting  the  property  or  money  of  a  ci- 
tizen to  the  e.\ercise  of  such  a  power  by  any  secretary 
of  the  ireasury?  What  opportunity  does  it  not  afford  to 
reward  a  parrisan,  or  punish  an  opponent?  It  will  be 
impossible  to  maintain  such  an  odious  and  useless  re- 
striction for  a  ny  length  of  time.  Why  should  the  debtor 
(as  the  government  would  be  in  the  case  of  such  drafts 
as  I  have  supposed)  require  his  creditor  (as  the  holder  of 
the  dratt  would  be)  to  apply  within  a. prescribed  time  for 
his  payment?  No,  sir;  the  system  would  control  you; 
you  could  not  control  the  system.  But  if  stich  a  ridi- 
culous restriction  could  be  so  continued,  the  drafts 
would,  nevertheless,  whilst  they  were  out,  be  the  time 
long  or  short,  perform  the  office  of  circulation  and  mo- 
ney. 

Let  us  trace  a  little  further  tire  operation  of  this  gov- 
ernment bank,  and  follow  it  out  to  its  final  explosion.  I 
have  supposed  the  appropriation  of  some  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  annually  by  the  government,  to  be  disbursed 
in  the  form  of  drafts,  issuetf  at  Washington  by  the  trea- 
sury dejjartment,  upon  the  depositaries.  Of  that 
amount  some  ten  or  fifteen  millions  woidd  remain,  the 
firtt  year,  in  circulation;  at  the  end  of  another  year,  a 
(iimilar  amount  would  continue  in  circulation;  and  so 
on,  from  year  to  year,  until  at  the  end  of  a  series  of  some 
five  or  si.x  years,  there  would  be  in  circulation,  to  sup- 
ply the  indispensable  wants  of  commerce  and  of  a  ge- 
lt :ral  medium  of  uniform  value,  not  less  than  somesi.\- 
tv  or  eighiy  millionsof  drafts  issued  by  the  government. 
These  drafts  would  be  generally  upon  the  receiver  gen- 
eral at  New  York,  because,  on  that  point,  they  would 
be  preferred  over  all  others,  as  they  would  command  a 
premium,  or  lie  at  par,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  United  Stales;  and  we  have  seen  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  invested  with  ample  authority  to  con- 
centrate at  that  point  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United 


All  experience  has  demonstrated  that  in  banking 
operations  a  much  larger  amount  of  paner  can  be  kepi 
0utin<;irculatioo  than  the  specie  wli.tn  it  is  necessary  to 
retain  in  the  vaults  to  meet  it  when  j  resented  fur  pay- 
nieni.  The  proportions  which  the  same  experience  has 
ascertained  to  be  entirely  safe,  are  one  of  specie  to  three 
of  paper.  If,  therefore,  the  executive  government  Pad 
sixty  niillions  of  dollars  accumulated  at  the  port  of  Ne  w 
York,  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  general,  represented 
by  sixty  inillionsol  government  drafts  in  circulation,  it 
would  be  known  that  twenty  of  that  sixty  millions 
would  be  sufficient  to  retain  to  meet  any  amount  of 
drafts  which,  inordinary  times,  would  be  presented  for 
p  lyment.  There  would  then  remain  forty  millions  in 
tlte  vaults,  idle  and  unproductive,  and  of  which  no 
practical  use  could  be  made.  Well:  a  great  eleciinn  is 
at  hand  in  the  state  of  New  York,  the  result  of  which 
will  seal  the  fate  of  an  existing  administfiition.  If  the 
application  often  millionsof  that  dormant  capital  could 
save,  at  some  future  elay,  a  corrupt  executive  from 
overthrow,  can  it  be  doubled  that  the  ten  nnllions  would 
be  applied  to  preserve  it  in  power?  Again:  letussuppose 
Bome  great  exigency  toanse,  a  season  of  war,  creating 
severe  financial  pressure  and  embarrassment.  Would 
not  an  issue  of  paper,  founded  upon  and  exceeding  the 
specie  in  the  vaults,  in  some  such  proportions  as  expe- 
rience had  demonstrated  might  be  safely  emitted,  be 
authorised?  finally,  the  whole  amount  of  specie  might 
be  exhausted,  and  then,  as  it  is  easier  to  engrave  and 
i  ssue  bank  notes  than  to  perform  tJie  unpopular  office 


of  imposing  taxes  and  burdens,  the  disc  every  would 
be  made  that  the  credit  of  tlie  .government  was  a  suffi- 
cient basis  whereupon  to  make  emissions  of  paper  mo- 
ney, to  be  redeemed  when.peace  and  prosperity  return- 
ed. Then  we  should  have  the  days  of  continental  mo- 
ney, and  of  assignats,  restoredl  Then  we  should  have 
that  government  paper  medium,  which  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  considers  the  mosi 
perfect  of  all  currencyl 

Meantime,  and  during  the  progress  of  this  vast  gov- 
ernment machine,  the  state  banks  would  be  all  pros- 
trated. Working  well,  as  it  may,  if  honestly  adminis- 
istered,  in  the  first  period  of  its  existence,  it  will  be  ut- 
terly impossible  for  them  to  maintain  the  unequal  com- 
petition. They  could  not  maintain  it  even  if  the  gov- 
ernment were  actuated  by  no  unfriendly  feelings  to- 
wards them.  But  when  we  know  the  spirit  which  ani- 
mates the  present  executive  tow.ards  them,  who  can 
doubt  that  they  must  fall  in  the  unequal  contest?  Their 
issues  will  be  discredited  and  discountenanced  ;  and 
that  system  of  bankruptcy  which  the  president  would 
even  now  put  into  operaMon  against  them,  will,  in  tne 
sequel,  be  passed  and  enforced  without  difficuliy. 

A.sfuming  ihe  downfall  of  the  local  banks,  the  inevi 
table  consequence  of  the  operations  of  this  great  gov 
ernment  bank;  assuming,  as  I  have  shown  would  be 
the  case,  that  the  government  would  monopolise  the 
paper  issues  ol  the  country,  and  obtain  the  possession  o: 
a  great  portion  of  the  .'pecie  of  the  couniry,  we  should 
then  behold  a  combined  and  concentrated  moneyed 
power,  equal  to  that  of  all  the  existing  banks  of  the 
United  States,  with  that  of  the  late  Bank  of  tlie  United 
Stales  superadded.  This  tremendous  powi  r  would 
be  wjeldecl  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting  un- 
der the  immediaie  commands  of  the  president  of  die 
United  States  Here  would  be  a  perfect  union  of  the 
sword  and  the  purse;  here  would  be  no  imaginary,  but 
an  actual,  visible,  tangible,  consolidation  of  the  mon- 
eyed power.  Who  or  what  could  withstarxl  it?  The 
states  themselvs  would  become  suppliants  at  the 
feet  of  the  executive  for  a  portion  of  those  paper  emis- 
sions, of  the  power  to  issue  which  they  had  been  strip- 
ped, and  which  he  now  exclusively  possessed. 

Mr.  President,  my  observation  and  experience  have 
satisfied  me  that  the  safely  of  liberty  and  prosperity 
consists  in  the  division  of  power,  whether  poliiical  or 
pecuniary.  In  our  federative  system,  our  security  is  to 
be  found  in  that  happy  distribution  of  power  hIucIi  ex- 
ists between  tlie  federal  government  and  the  stale  gov- 
ernments. In  our  monetary  system,  as  it  lately  existed, 
its  excellence  resulted  from  that  beautiful  arrangement 
by  which  the  stales  had  their  institutions  for  local  pur- 
poses, and  the  general  goveinnient its  institurion  for  tht 
niore  general  purposes  of  the  whole  union.  Tliere  ex 
isted  the  greatest  congeniality  between  all  the  parts  of 
this  admirable  system.  All  was  homogeneous.  There 
was  no  separation  of  the  federal  government  fiom  the 
slates,  or  fiom  the  people.  There  was  no  attempt  to  exe- 
cute practically  that  absurdity  of  sustaining,  among  the 
same  people,  two  difierent  currencies  of  unequalvalue. 
And  how  admirably  did  the  whole  system,  during  the 
forty  years  ofiisexisienoemoMe  and  work!  And  on  the 
two  unfortunate  nccasions  of  its  ceasing  to  exist,  how 
quicldy  did  the  business  and  transactions  of  the  coun- 
try run  into  wild  disorder,  and  utter  confusion. 

Hitherto,  I  have  consitiered  this  new  project. as  it  is, 
according  to  its  true  nature  and  characier,  and  what  it 
muf  t  inevitably  become.  I  have  not  examined  it  as  it  is 
noi,but  as  its  friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  They  hold 
out  the  idea  that  it  is  a  simple  contrivance  to  collect,  to 
keep  and  to  disburse  the  public  revenue.  In  that  view  of 
it,  every  consideration  of  safety  and  security  recom- 
mends the  amncy  of  responsible  corporations,  rather 
than  the  employment  of  particular  individuals.  It  has 
been  shown  during  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  the 
amount  which  basbeen  lost  by  the  defalcation  of  indi- 
viduals, has  exceeded  three  or  four  times  the  amount  of 
all  that  has  been  lost  by  the  local  banks,  although  the 
sums  confided  to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 
probabh  one-tenth  part  of  tlie  amount  that  has  I;een 
in  the  custody  of  the  local  banks.  And  we  all  know 
that,  during  the  forty  years  of  the  exislcnce  of  the  two 
banks  of  the  United  States,  .not  one  ceni  h  as  lost  of  the 
public  revenue. 

I  have  been  curious,  Mr.  President,  to  know,  whence 
this  idea  of  receivers  general  w-asderived.  It  has  been 
supposed  to  have  been  boarowed  from  France.  I',  re- 
quired all  the  power  of  that  most  extraordinary  man 
that  ever  lived.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  wlien  he  was  in 
his  meridian  greatness,  to  <iisplace  ilie  farmers  general, 
and  to  substitute  in  their  plaoe  the  receivers  general. 
The  new  sjsiein  requires,  I  think  I  have  heard  it  stated, 
something  like  100,000  employees  to  have  it  executed. 
And,  notwithstanding  the  modesty  of  the  infant  pro- 
misesof  this  new  project,  I  have  no  doubt  that  ultimate- 
ly we  shall  have  to  employ  a  n«imber  of  persons  ap- 
proximating to  that  which  is  retained  in  France.  That 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  case  whenever  wc  shall  revive 
the  system  of  internal  taxation.  In  France,  what  re- 
conciled them  to  the  system  was,  that  Napofeon  first, 
and  the  Bourbons  afterwards,  were  pleased  w  itli  the 
immense  patronage  which  it  gave  tliem.  Thev  liked 
to  have  100,000  dependants  to  add  strength  to  die 
throne,  which  had  been  recently  constructed  or  reas- 
cended.  I  thought,  however,  that  the  learned  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  finance  must  have  had  some 
otlier  besides  the  French  model  for  his  receivers  gene- 
ral; and,  accordingly,  upon  looking  into  Smith's  history 
of  his  own  state,  I  fbund  that,  when  it  was  yet  a  colony, 
some  cf?ntiiry  and  a  half  ago,  and  when  its  present  no- 
ble capital  still  retained  the  name  of  New  Amsieidam, 


the  historian  says:  "Among  the  principal  laws  enacted 
atthis  session,  we  may  mention  that  for  establishing  the 
revenue,  which  was  dra\\gr  into  precedent.  The  sums 
raised  by  it  were  made  payable  into  tl>e  hands  of  receiv- 
ers general,  and  issued  by  the  governor's  w^arrant.  By 
this  irieans  the  governor  became,  for  a  season  indepentf- 
ent  of  the  people, and  hence  we  find  frequent  instancesof 
the  assemblies  contending  with  him  for  the  discharge  of 
debts  to  private  personscontraded  on  thefaithof  thegov- 
ernnrent.''  The  then-governor  of  ihe  colony  was  a  man  of 
gi  eat  violence  of  temper,  and  arbitrary  in  his  .conduct. 
How  the  sub-treasury  system  of  thai  day  operated,  the 
same  historian  informs  us  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his 
w  ork.  'The  revenue,"'  he  says,  'ettablished  the  last.year, 
was  at  this  session  conlinued  five  years  longer  than  was 
originally  intended.  This  was  rendering  the  governor 
independent  of  the  people.  For,  at  that  tTay,  the'"assem- 
bly  had  no  treasure,  but  the  amount  of  all  taxes  went, 
of  course,  into  the  hands  of  the  leceiver  general,  who 
was  app<;jinied  bythecnrwii.  Out  of  thisfund, moneys 
were  only  issuable  by  the  governor's  warrant,  so  that 
every  officer  in  the  government,  from  Mr.  Blailhwait, 
who  drew'  annually  five  per  cent,  out  of  the  revenue,  as 
auditor  general,  Sow  n  to  the  meanest  servant  of  the 
public,  became  dependent.,  solely,  on  the  governor. 
And  hence  w^  find  the  house,  at  tlie  close  of  every 
session,  humbly  addressing  his  excellency  for  the  trifling 
w  ages  of  iheir  own  clerk."  Anti,  Mr.  President,  if 
this  measure  should  unhappily  pass,  the  day  may  come 
v^hen  ihe  senate  of  the  United  States  will  have  hum- 
bly to  iniploiie  some  future  president  of  the  United 
Sta'es  to  grant  it  money  to  pay  the  wages  of  its  own 
sergeant-a'-arms  and  doi  rkeeper. 

^^'llo,  Mr.  President,  are  tbe  most  conspicuous  of 
those  who  perseveiingly  Bressed  this  bill,  upon  con - 
g;ress  and  the  American  j>eop!e?  Its  drawer  is  the  dis- 
tinguished gentletiMn  in  the  while  house  not  far  off; 
its  endorser  js  ti!»e  distingiiislied  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  here  present.  What  the  draper  thinks  of  the 
endorser,  his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  enmity  pre- 
vent us  from  knowing.  But  the  frankness  of  the  en- 
dorser has  not  left  us  in  the  same  ignorance  with  re- 
spect to  his  opinion  of  the  drawer.  He  has  often  ex- 
pressed it  upon  the  floor  of  ihe  senate.  On  an  oc- 
casion not  very  distant,  denying  him  any  of  the 
nobler  qualities  of  the  royal  beast  of  die  forest,  he  at- 
tributed to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
craf  y,  most  sliulking,  and  one  of  the  meanest  of  the 
quadruped  tribe.  Mr.  President,  it  is  due  to  niyseir  to 
say  that  I  do  not  altogether  share  with  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina  in  this  opinion  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Sates.  1  have  always  found  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  courteous,  and  gentlemanly; 
and  he  dispenses,  in  the  noble  mansion  \\fljicli  he  now 
occupies,  one  worthy  the  residence  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  a  great  people,  a  generous  and  liberal  hospital- 
ity. An  acquaintance  w~ith  him  of  more  than  twenty 
year.?' duration  has  in.spired  me  w  ith  a  respect  for  the 
man,  although,  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  I  detest 
the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  senator  from  South  Corolina  has  inti- 
mated tliat  the  course  of  my  friends  and  myself,  in 
opposing  this  bill,  was  unpatriotic,  and  that  we  ought 
to  have  followed  in  his  lead;  and,  in  a  late  letter  of  his, 
he  has  spoken  of  his  alliance  with  us,  andofhismotives 
for  quitting  it.  Icannot  admit  thejusticeofhisreftf-oach. 
We  united,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance  in  the 
case,  to  restrain  the  enormous  expansion  of  executive 
power;  lo  arrest  the  progress  of  corruption;  (o  rebuke 
usurpation;  and  to  drive  the  Goths  and  Vanda'sfiom 
the  capital;  to  expel  Erennus  and  his  hoi^de  fion, 
Rome,  who,  when  he  threw  his  sword  into  tlie^cale, 
to  augment  the  ransomdemanded  ftom  the  mistress  of 
the  world,  showed  liis  preference  for  .gold;  that  he  was 
a  hard-money  chiefiian.  It  was  by  the  much  more 
<\'aluable  metal  of  iron  that  he  .  as  driven  ii-oni  her 
gates.  And  how  often  have  we  witnessed  the  senator 
from  South  Carohna,  with  woful  countenance,  and  in 
doleful  strains,  pouring  forth  touching  and  mournful 
eloquence  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the 
downward  tendency  of  the  republic?  Day  after  day, 
in  the  senate,  ha\e  wc  seen  the  displays  of  liis  lofiy 
and  impassioned  eloquence.  Although  I  shared  largely 
with  the  senator  in  his  apprehension  for  the  purity  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  permanency  of  our  sivil  liberty, 
disposed  -always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  of  human 
afiiiirs,  I  was  sometimes  inclined  to  hope  that  tbe  vivid 
imagination  of  tlv,'  senator  had  depicteii  the  dangers  by 
v\liRh  we  were  encompassed  in  somewhat  stronger 
colors  than  they  justified.  The  arduous  contest  in 
w hich  we  were  so  long  engaged  was  about  to  ternii- 
naie  in  a  glorious  victory.  The  very  object  for  which 
the  alliance  w  as  formed  was  about  to  be  accomplished. 
.At  this  critical  moment  the  senator  left  us;  he  left  us 
for  the  x^'yy  purpose  of  preventing  the  success  of  the 
common  cause.  We  took  up  his  musket,  knapsack, 
and  shot-pouch,  and  joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
lior.^e,  foot,  and  dragoon,  and  he  himself  composed 
the  w  hole  corps.  He  v\cnt,  as  his  present  most  (distin- 
guished ally  commenced  with  his  expunging  resolution, 
tivlitanj  and  alone.  The  earliest  instance  recorded  in 
history,  wiihin  my  recollection,  of  an  ally  drawing  off 
his  forces  from  the  conibined  army,  was  that  of  Achil- 
les at  the  seige  of  Troy.  He  wiihdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in  sullen 
and  dignified  inactivity.  But  he  did  not  joiii  the  Tro- 
jan forces;  and  when,  during  the  progress  of  the  seige, 
his  faithful  friend  fell  in  batile,  he  raistd  his  avenging 
arm,  drove  the  Trtjans  back  into  the  gates  of  Troy,  and 
satiated  his  \engeaiice  by  slaying  Pnam's  noblest  and 
dearest  sou,  the  finest  hero  in  the  immortal  Iliad.   But 
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Acliilles  had  been  wronged,  or  imagined  liiniself  wrong- 
ed in  the  person  of  the  fair  and  beautiful  Briseis.  U  e 
did  no  \vr  mg  to  the  distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carolina.  Oa  the  contrary,  «'e  res|>ected  him,  confided 
in  his  great  and  acknowledtjed  ability,  his  unci.ininon 
genius,  his  extensive  experience,  his  supposed  patrit)t- 
isni:  above  all,  we  confided  in  his  stern  and  intlcxililc 
fidelity.  Nevertheless,  he  loft  us,  and  joined  our  c  uti- 
mon  oppo.nents,  disgusting  and  distruste  1.  He  let'i  us, 
as  he  tells  us  in  the  EJgclield  letter,  bocaiise  the  vic- 
tory which  our  cotnmon  arms  were  about  to  achieve, 
was  no:  to  enure  to  him  and  his  party,  but  exclusively 
10  the  benefit  of  his  allies  and  their  cause.  I  tlioufilit 
liiat,  actuated  bv  patriotism,  (that  noblest  of  human 
virtues,)  we  had  been  contending  together  for  our  com- 
mon country,  for  her  violated  rigliis,  her  ihrea'eni'd 
libernes,  her  prostrate  constitution.  Never  did  I  sup- 
pose that  personal  or  party  considerations  entered  itito 
our  views.  Whether,  if  victory  shall  ever  again  he 
about  to  perch  upon  the  standard  of  the  spoils  party, 
(the  denomination  which  the  senator  from  S.iuth  Caro- 
lina has  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will  not 
feel  himself  constrained,  by  the  principles  on  which  he 
has  acted,  to  leave  them  because  it  may  not  enure  to 
the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  party,  I  leave  to  be  ad- 
jus'ed  between  themselves. 

Tile  speech  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  was 
plausible,  ingeni.ius,  ai'stract,  metaphysical,  and  gene- 
ralizing. It  did  not  appear  to  nie  to  be  adapted  to  the 
bosoms  and  business  of  human  life.  It  was  aeriiil,  and 
not  very  high  up  in  the  air,  Mr.  President,  either,  not 
quite  as  high  as  .Mr.  Clayton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  baloon.  'I'he  senator  innounced  that  there  was 
a  sinde  alternative,  and  no  escape  from  one  or  the 
other  branch  of  it.  He  stated  that  we  must  take  the  bill 
un  ler  consideration,  or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
senator  from  Virginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  state- 
ment of  the  case.  There  is  another  course  embraced 
in  neither  branch  of  the  s«nators*saIterna'ivc;  and  that 
course  is  to  do  nothing;  always  the  wisest  when  you 
are  not  certain  what  you  ought  to  do.  Let  us  suppose 
that  neither  branch  of  the  alternative  is  aceepteil,  and 
that  no' hiog  is  done.  What,  then,  would  be  the  con- 
sequence? There  would  be  a  restoratoin  of  the  law 
of  IT'S),  with  all  Its  cautious  provisions  and  securities, 
provided  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  which  has 
been  so  trampled  upon  by  the  late  and  present  admin- 
istrations. By  that  law,  establishing  the  treasuiy  de- 
partment, the  treasure  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  re- 
ceived, kep',  and  disbursed  by  the  treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  security,  under  a  large  penalty  fixed 
by  laiv,  and  not  left,  as  liiis  bill  leaves  it,  to  the  uncer- 
tain discretion  of  a  secretary  of  the  treasury.  If,  there- 
fore, we  were  to  do  nothing,  that  law  would  be  revived; 
the  treasurer  would  have  the  custody,  as  lie  ought  to 
have,  of  the  public  money,  and  doubdess  he  would 
make  special  depjsites  of  it  in  all  instances  with  sale 
and  sound  state  banks,  as  in  some  cases  the  secretary 
of  tlie  treasury  is  now  obliged  to  do  Thus,  we  should 
have  in  operation  that  very  special  deposife  system,  so 
much  desired  by  some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  public 
money  would  remain  separate  and  unmixed  with  the 
money  of  ban.,s.  Tuere  is  yet  anotlier  course,  un- 
cmbraced  by  either  branchof  the  aliernauve  pre.senled 
by  tlie  senator  from  Sjuih  Carohna;  and  that  i.s  to  es- 
tabhsti  a  bank  of  the  United  Sates,  constituted  accord- 
ing to  the  old  and  approved  method  of  forming  such 
an  i.nstitution,  tested  and  sanctioned  by  experience;  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  which  should  blend  public 
and  priva'e  interests,  and  be  st;bject  to  public  and  pri- 
vate control,  united  together  in  such  manner  as  to  pre- 
sent safe  a. id  salutary  checks  against  all  abuses.  The 
sentitor  mistakes  his  own  abandonment  of  that  institu- 
tion as  ours.  I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  barri- 
caded itself  against  the  establishment  of  such  a  bank. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  sessio.i,  the  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  resolution,  that  die  people  of  the 
United  States  should  not  have  such  a  l)aiik,  although 
it  might  be  manifest  that  there  was  a  clear  majority  of 
iheiif  demanding  it.  But  the  day  mav  come,  and  I 
trust  is  not  ilistant,  when  the  will  of  the  people  must 
prevail  in  the  councils  of  her  own  government;  and 
whet)  it  does  arrive  a  bank  will  be  established. 

'I  he  senator  from  South  Carolina  reminds  us  that 
we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system;  and  so  we  did, 
and  so  we  do.  But  docs  it  therefore  follow  that,  b,id 
as  that  system  was,  we  must  be  driven  into  the  accept- 
ance of  a  system  inlinitelv  worse?  He  tells  us  that  the 
bill  under  consideration  lakes  the  public  funds  out  of 
the  liaiids  of  the  executive,  and  places  tlieminlht 
hands  of  the  law.  It  does  no  such  thing.  They  are 
iiow  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  custody  of  the  execu- 
tive; and  the  bdl  proposes  by  law  to  confirm  them  in 
lliat  custody,  and  to  convey  new  and  enormous  powers 
of  control  to  the  executive  over  them.  Every  custo- 
dary  of  the  public  funds  provided  by  the  bill  is  a  crea- 
ture uf  the  executive,  dependent  upon  his  breath,  and 
subject  to  the  same  breath  for  removal,  whenever  the 
executive,  from  caprice,  from  tyTanny,  or  from  parly 
mo  ues,  shall  choose  to  order  it.  What  safety  is  there 
for  the  pubhc  money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  subordi- 
nate executive  oflicers  charged  with  its  care,  whilst  the 
doctrine  of  the  absolute  unity  of  the  whole  executive 
power,  promulgated  by  the  last  administration,  and 
persisted  in  by  this,  remains  unrevoked  and  unre- 
buked? 

Whilst  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  profe.sses  to 
be  the  friend  of  state  banks,  he  ha-S  attacked  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  United  States.  He  is  their 
friend;  he  only  thinks  they  are  all  unconstitutional! 
Why?     Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  by  the 


general  governmenl,  and  that  coining  power,  he  argues, 
was  iiiteiuled  to  supply  a  currency  of  the  precious 
metals;  but  the  state  banks  absorb  the  precious  metals, 
and  withdrew  them  from  circiihiiion,  and,  therefore, 
are  in  conflict  with  the  coining  power.  That  power, 
according  to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  naked  au- 
thority to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  precious  eials.  in 
fixed  proportions  of  alloy  and  pure  metal  pres  ibcd  b) 
law,  so  that  their  exact  value  be  known.  When  that 
office  is  performed,  the  power  is  fniulus  njlicin;  the 
money  passes  out  of  the  mint,  and  becomes  tlie  lawful 
properly  of  those  who  legally  aciinirc  it.  They  may  do 
with  it  as  they  please,  throw  it  i  ito  the  ocean,  bury  it 
in  the  earth,  or  melt  it  in  a  crucible,  without  violating 
any  law.  When  it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  the  iniiil, 
the  law  maker  has  nothing  'o  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  ntlenipt  to  debase  or  counterfeit, 
and,  subseqitendy,  to  pass  it  as  lawful  money.  In  the 
sense  in  which  the  senator  supposes  banks  to  conflict 
with  the  coining  power,  foreign  commerce,  and  esjic- 
ciallyour  comiiKtrce  with  China,  conflicts  with  it  much 
more  extensively.  That  is  the  great  alisorlunt  of  the 
precious  metals,  and  is  ilierefore  much  more  uncoiis  iiu- 
tiotial  than  die  state  bunks.  Foreign  commcn  c  sends 
them  out  of  the  country;  banks  retain  tlimi  within  it. 
The  distinguished  senator  is  no  enemy  to  the  banks; 
he  merely  thinks  them  injurious  to  the  rnorals  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  He  likes  them  very  well,  but  he 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a  taxof  twenty-five 
millions  annutdly  on  tile  industry  of  the  counlryl  Let 
us  examine,  Mr.  President,  and  see  how  this  enormous 
and  iniquitous  assessment  is  made,  according  to  the 
argument  of  liie  senator  from  South  Carolinti.  He 
slates  that  there  is  a  mass  of  debt  due  from  the  com- 
munity to  the  banlts,  amounting  to  S-475,000,000,  the 
inieresi  upt>n  which,  constituting  about  that  sum  of 
$25,000,tX)0,  forms  the  exceptionable  tax.  Now,  this 
sum  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  community,  but  only  by 
those  individuals  who  obtain  discounts  from  die  banks. 
They  borrow  money  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  in- 
vest it  iti  profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it. 
Tliey  would  not  liorrow  it  if  they  did  not  suppose  ih  y 
could  make  profit  by  it;  and  the  probability  is  that  they 
do  make  profit  by  it.  Instead,  therefore,  of  there  being 
any  loss  in  the  operation,  there  is  an  actuid  gain  to  the 
community,  by  the  excess  of  profit  made  beyond  six 
per  cent,  interest,  which  they  pay.  What  are  tianks? 
They  are  mere  organized  agencies  for  the  loan  of 
money  and  the  transaction  of  monetary  business;  re- 
gulated .agencies  acting  under  the  prescriptions  of  law, 
and  subject  to  a  responsibility,  moral  and  legal,  far 
iranscciiding  that  under  which  any  private  capitalist 
operates.  A  number  of  pirsons,  not  chousing  to  Iciul 
out  their  money  privately,  associate  together,  bring  their 
respeciive  capitals  into  a  common  stock,  which  i-- 
controlled  and  managed  by  the  corporate  governmenl 
of  a  bank.  If  no  association  whatever  had  been  form- 
ed, a  large  portion  of  this  capital,  thei-efore,  of  that  very 
debt  of  §-175,0(10,000,  would  still  exist,  in  the  shape  o( 
private  loans. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  might  ns  well  col- 
lect the  aggregate  amouiitof  all  the  mor:g;iges,  bonds, 
and  notes,  which  have  been  executed  in  the  United 
States  for  loans,  and  as.-eri  that  the  interest  paid  upon 
the  total  sum  constituted  a  tax  levied  upon  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the  banks  from 
the  community,  and  from  banks  to  the  communi- 
ty, tlsere  would  not  be  as  much  diiricultyas  the  senator 
seems  to  apprehend.  From  the  mass  of  debts  due  to 
the  banks  are  to  be  deducted,  first,  the  amount  of  sub- 
scriptions which  constitute  their  capitals;  secondly,  the 
amount  of  deposites  to  the  credit  of  individuals  in  their 
custody;  and  thirdly,  the  amount  of  their  notes  in  cir- 
culation. How  easily  will  these  mutual  debts  neu- 
tralize each  other!  The  same  person,  in  numberless 
instances,  will  combine  in  himself  the  relations  both 
of  or  ditor  and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond  their 
disceunts  and  deposites,  which  pervades  the  whole 
community,  is  that  of  furnishing  a  circulation  in  re- 
deemable paper,  beyond  the  amount  of  specie  to  re 
deem  it  in  their  vault-s.  And  can  it  be  doubted  that 
this  additional  supply  of  money  furnishes  a  powerful  sli- 
rnuhis  to  industry  and  production,  fully  compen.sating 
any  casual  inconvenience,  which  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  occur?  Banks  reduce  the  rate  of  interest,  and 
ri^nreiss  inordinate  usury.  The  salutary  influence 
of  banking  operations  is  demonstrated  in  countries  and 
sections  of  country  where  they  prevail,  when  contrast- 
ed with  those  in  which  they  are  not  found.  In  the 
former,  all  is  busde,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  beautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble  works 
of  internal  improvements;  the  cities  arc  filled  wiili 
splendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves  covered  with  the 
rich  productions  of  our  own  atid  of  foreign  climates. 
In  the  latter,  .all  is  slutj^nslm.--.  -1. i'lifiilness,  and  in- 
activity. England,  in  i.,  '  i;  -.  illustrates  llie 
great  advantages  of  baiii,  ,  iti.l  ofstiimdaied 
industry.  Contrast  brr  )  :i  :S|,i,:i,  deslilute  of  all 
those  advantages.  In  niicicni  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  full  and  active  employment  of  ah 
the  energies  of  man,  carried  to  the  highest  point  o 
civilization,  W'hilst  tier  neighbor,  Sparta,  with  her  iron 
money,  affords  another  of  the  boasted  benefits  of  nietal- 
Uc  circulation. 

The  senator  from  .South  Carolina  would  do  the 
banks  no  harm;  but  they  are  decnicd  bv  him  liighty  in- 
jurious to  the  planting  interest!  .\ccortling  to  liitn,  they 
inflate  prices,  and  the  poor  planter  sells  his  pn'diictions 
for  hard  money,  and  has  to  purclia-se  his  oupplico  ui  the 


swoln  prices  produced  by  a  paper  medium.  Now,  I 
must  dissent  alfogether  from  tlie  senator's  statement  of 
the  case.  England,  the  principal  customer  of  the 
planter,  is  quite  as  much,  if  not  more,  a  paper  country 
than  ours.  And  the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one 
country  are  ncuiralized   liy  the  puiRT-moiiiv  prices  of 

the  other  country.     If  the'argu nt  were   true,  tliiii  a. 

napn-iiioniy  country  trades  disadvuniiigenii.sly  with  a. 
liard-iiiotuy  country,  we  ought  to  continue  to  employ 
a  jiaper  nirdium,  to  counterbalance  the  paper  mediuiii 
iif  England.  .\nd  if  wc  were  to  banish  our  Jiajier, 
and  subsliiiue  altogether  a  metnlhc  curn^ncv,  we  should 
be  exposed  to  the  very  itiei|iialitv  which  has  been  in- 
.sisicd  upon.  But  there  is  nothiiig  in  that  view  of  the 
matter  which  is  urt-senied  by  the  smatcpr  from  .Siiitli 
Carolina.  If,  as  he  as-irts,  prices  weiv  alw  avs  inflated 
in  this  country  beyond  their  .standard  in  England,  ilio 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  constantly  against  us.  All 
examination,  however,  ini.i  the  actual  sUiic  of  exchange 
between  the  two  countries,  for  a  long  .'cries  of  vears, 
eviiici  s  that  it  has  tiuicrallv  Ueii  in  our  favor.  In  the 
direct  trade  bctwe.n  England  anil  this coimirv,  1  have 
no  doubt,  thin- IS  a  large  anniuil  balance  against  us; 
but  that  balance  is  ailjusted  and  liquidated  by  balances 
in  our  favor  in  othiT  branches  of  our  foreign  trade, 
which  have  been  finally  concentrated  in  England,  aa 
the  great  centre  of  the  commercial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  brnnclies  of  industry  in  this 
country,  none  has  profiled  more  fiy  the  use  and  em- 
ployment of  credit  and  cnpitnl  derived  Iroiii  the  banks 
and  other  sources,  than  the  planting  interest.  It  habi- 
tually employs  credit  in  all  countries  where  planting 
agriculture  prevails.  The  states  of  .■Vlabama,  Missis^ 
sippi,  .\rkan9as,  and  Louisiana,  have  almost  uprung 
into  existence,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  or,  at  leiust,  liavg 
been  vastly  improved  and  extended,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  credit  system.  Lands,  slaves,  utensils, 
beasts  of  burden,  antl  other  supplies,  have  tieen  con- 
stantly bought,  and  still  continue  to  bcpnrchas"d,  upon 
cretlit;  and  bank  agency  is  all-essential  lo  give  the 
most  beneficial  operation  to  these  credits.  But  the  ar- 
gument of  the  senator  from  .South  Carolina,  which  I 
am  combating,  would  not  be  correct,  if  it  were  true 
that  we  have  inflated  prices  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
witliout  a  corresponding  mllntion  of  price  on  the  other 
side;  because  the  plnnu  r  grnerallv  selling  at  home, 
and  buying  at  home,  thf  pr...  icds  o'f  his  sale,  whatever 
tfiey  may  be,  coiisiiiiitc  tiic  means  by  which  he  cfTects 
his  purchases,  anil  consequently  unu'ralizcs  each  other. 
In  what  do  wc  of  the  west  r.  ciive  pavmcnt  for  the 
nimense  quantity  of  live  stock  and  other  produce  of 
our  industry,  which  wc  nnnunlly  sell  Iodic  south  and 
southwest,  but  that  paper  medium  now  so  much  de- 
cried and  denouncecl?  The  senator  from  South  Caro- 
]ina  is  very  fond  of  tise  state  banks;  but  he  thinks  there 
is  no  legitimate  currency  except  that  of  the  constitution. 
He  c  jntends  that  the  power  which  the  government 
possesses  to  impose  ta.xes  restricts  it,  in  their  payment, 
to  the  receipt  of  the  precious  metals.  But  the  consti- 
tution docs  not  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in  broad 
and  unrestricted  terms;  and   the  governnient  is  left  at 


^  liatever  medium  or  coin- 

■  I  the  case,  it  can  collect 
'■  I  lie  most  convenient  to 
I  i   that  represents,  or  can 

■  want  of  which  is  implied 
But  suppose  there  was  no 


liberty  to  collect 
uiodily,  from   th'   ■  ■     - 
them.'    It  is,  (I.m  '    '      . 
collect  them  in  m     -  \ .  m 
command,  every  thint.',    tl 
by  the    power  of  taxation 

money  in  the  country,  none  whatever,  to  De  extorieil 
by  the  tax-gatherer  from  an  impoverished  people?  Is 
the  power  of  government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  lie 
thrown  back  into  a  state  of  nature?  The  senator  asks 
if  ta.xes  could  be  levied  and  collected  in  tobacco,  in 
cotton,  and  other  commodities'?  Undoubtedly  they 
could,  if  the  necessity  existed  for  such  an  inconvenient 
imposition.  Such  a  case  of  necessity  did  e/ist  in  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  the  re- 
volution, and  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in  tobacco 
or  other  commodities,  as  wolf-scalps,  even  at  this  day, 
compose  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  more  than  one  slate. 
The  argument,  then,  cf^  the  senator  against  the  right 
of  the  government  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
puUie  dues,  a  practice  coeval  with  the  existence  of  the 
governnient,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is 
not  accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  notes,  when 
convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into  specie,  arc  so 
much  counted  or  told  specie,  like  the  specie  which  is 
counted  and  put  in  marked  kegs,  denoting  the  quan- 
tity of  their  contenl-s.  The  senator  tells  us  that  it  has 
been  only  within  a  few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that 
it  is  illcgtil  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of  public 
dues.  Does  lie  think  that  ilu  usage  ortlic  government 
under  all  its  administrations,  and  with  evi'ry  parly  in 
power,  which  has  jirevaili d  fur  nieh  lilty  j'i'ars,  ought 
to  be  set  a.«ide  liy  a  novel  theory  of  his,' jiist  dreamed 
into  exiscnce,  even  if  it  pos.soss  the  merit  of  ingenuityT 
The  bill  under  consideration,  which  has  been  eulogized 
by  the  senator  as  perfect  in  its  structure  antl  details, 
contaitis  a  provision  that  bank  notes  shall  be  received 
in  diminished  proportions,  during  a  term  of  six  years. 
He  hiinsilf  introduced  tlic  identical  principle.  It'istho 
only  pan  of  the  bill  that  is  emphatically  his.  How, 
then,  can  he  contend  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes  in  payment  of  public  dues?  I  appeal 
from  himself  to  himst'lf.  The  senator  fiiriher  con- 
tends, that  general  deposites  cannol  be  made  with 
banks,  and  be  thus  confiumdcd  with  ifie  general  mass 
of  ihe  funds  on  wdiicli  they  transact  businiss.  The 
argument  supposes  that  the  money  collected  for  taxe« 
must  be  preserved  in  identity;  but  ihat  is  iiniKi-ssiblf, 
often,  to  do.  .May  not  a  collector  give  the  small  chaiigi; 
I  wliich  he  has  received  from  one  uix-paycr  lo  anotlier 
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tax-payer  10  enabls  him  to  etlect  his  payjiien!?  May  •  public  due?;  and  that  if  the  selected  banks  did  not  re- 
he  not  chan^'e  L'old  f  ir  silver,  or  vice  verm,  or  both,  if  he  i  sume,  by  a  future  designated  day,  their  no'es  shou  d 
be  a  disiant'eoilcc'or,  to  obtain  an  u.idotib;ed  remit- j  cease  to  betaken.  Sei-eral  immedia:e  eflects  would 
a  ice  to  the  p  iblic  treasury?  What,  Mr.  President,  is  tbllow:  1st.  The  government  would  wi  hdrawirom  the 
he  process  of  inikl.iJ  depVites  with  banks?     The  de-  i  market  as  a  competitor  with  the  banks  for  .^lecie,  and 

I  ii'rreilit  is  entered  for  its  amount  to  !  they  would  be  left  undisturlied  to  strengthen  tliemselves. 

']'  ■■  .n.i;:  is  supposed  to  be  the  I  And,  3J!y,  confidence  would  be  reslored  by  taking  oH 
. I  HI  i!  deposited,  ready  and  I  the   discredit   and    discountenance    thrown    upon    all 


ta 

the  p 
posite  IS  mn 

the  gover  1' 
exact  en':.' 


by  the  governinen 
notes  not  bo  ^n  rcrrivr-  !? 
note.',  il"  iiiri  !ii  <:rv.     'I'm  v 

the  state   "!.',,' :i: -    ;i 

would  bu\"  :i~  lo'iiil  :i--  -iH 
at  the  pi 


vhenever  jt  is  wanted 

fortiir  I-  i:,i  i        ct  lii.-iDurseaient.     It  is  immaterial  to 
ill,    _  ,v.  11  ,,■   11   whether  it  receives  hack  again  the 

111.   1  ,,       pit  in,  or  oihermoney  of  eijual  value. 

A!!    h.:'  :'  '11     -  I-  v,-bal  it  put  in  the  bank,  or  iisequiv- 

aliiii;  aii-1  tin.;,  in   ordinary  limes,  with  such   prudent 

banks  as  alon- oim'it  to  be  selected,  it  is  sure  of  geitiiig. 

.Aijriin:  the  tn  asiiry  has  freiiuently  tomake  remittances 

t)  1  ■!,       M   I  ;    irirs,  to  meet  the  expenditure  necessary 

tl  '        I  :' ival  sijuadrons,  and   orher  purposes. 

'1;:    .  Ill     I     I       lithe  bankers,  to  the  Barings  or  the 

\l  I'i-i  jiM-,  i  ,  ;hi'  for.m  of  billsofe.xchange  purchased 

in  the  market  by  the  agents  of  the  government^  here, 

•with  money  drawn  oat  of  the  treasury.     Here  is  one  j  .'!■■.  !■  ',  :  '  '  \< 

conversiim  of  the  money  re  cuived  from  the  ta.x-gatlierer  |  i;  jm  :  .i-i'  ■■  ■ 

iiiid  i!i.   ::    i~     v.  The  bills  are  transmitted  to  the  banlv.- ,  pra'ticai  exjit 

( r  ,  I    ,  ;  .  ,   :       ;  ,1,  and  the  amount  credited  by  them  to    the  issue  ol  ti 


Aid   why  should  these 

:i^  lro^d  as  treasury 

nil  tlic  purposes  of 

i;ile.      They   now 

iiine  commanded 

Thev  could  be  disbursed 


by  the  go 

be  tenipor 

But  til" 

remedy,  I 

the  United  tSia'es.  projierlv  organii 

We  ai,'  lold  iliai  sucli  a  li'unk  is  fn 

bull!'-  li  lijr  .;  and  that  the  gover 

,-i-:!.  ',  ;  '  :  |(        --sion  of  the  banl^, 

1  oppose  to  these  ni 

icnce  of  forty  years 

inorable  co 


And,  finally^  the  measure  would 


only  efficacious  and  permanent 
'lieve,  is  to  be  found  in  a  bank  of 

d  and  constituted. 

I'^lit  wi'h  indescri- 

lu.  ,1'  i:m -t,  in  the 

,:     li-   l.ii;:;  of  the 

r:  iMiy  i   irors  the 

1  upiJi;-e  to  them 

t,  comiiienced  by  the 


, Are  the  bankers  bound  to  retain    late  president  of  the  United  Stales,  ncamst  the  late 

t|i,  pro:  I  r,!  -I  the  bills  in  identity?  Are  they  bound  I  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  administration  of  that 
to  do  ill  lie  than  credit  the  government  for  an  equtd  i  bank  had  been  without  serious  fault.  It  had  given  no 
amount,  for  which  thev  stand  responsible  whenever  it  |just  offence  to  the  Government,  towards  which  it  hiid 
is  wanted?  If  they  should  happen  to  use  any  portion  i  faithfullv  performed  every  final, cial  duty.  Inder  its 
of  those  very  proceeds  of  bills  remitted  to  them  in  their  \  abl.-  and  .nlijiit.ivd  president,  it  had  lulhiled  every 
banking  operations,  would  it  be  drawing  money  from  '  an-     ;  i      '       ; 

the  treasury,  coiitraiy  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitu-  ,  a  i  .  i  .      ■  .' 


The  senator  from  South  Carolina  contends  that  there    meiise  n 
is  no  eonsri  utiontd  power  to  contract  with  the  twen  j'-    against  tli 


selected  liank« 
the  deposite  act  "f 
probation  of  that  ■  ■ 
and  the  very  b  11  ! 
ported  by  him,  i>!" 
for  contracts  to  lie  ii 
posites  of  the  publii 
objects  to  the  sub; 
eta'e  banks  in'  i  n 
the  eiiiii'.'  I 
■■tli>ri'y  nil  ■ 


as'proposed  in  the  su'istitute:  yet  j  lar^'e 


Ihr.  h- 


11  formed  by  those  who  ere-  I 
need  the  edict  that  it  I 
llie  wifhes  of  an  im- 

r    •'.:■    T'li,  r  I    States;  ] 
\    I        '    .Mill  bv  a  j 
.i.rulthe! 
cent. 


;inary  terru 


,,  ,,    :,i:   ,   .      ,   ,,,-,.    niuld   be 

;;,.•;.    I  ,^  .     '      ..1     •-    ■'       linfl.     wheiC 

r:  ,-i,,::^  !'.  iL  ]■  iKi  I  I'lMii  any 
version?  fiiiiilly,  I  oppose  to 
the  example  deiluciblc  from 
English  history"  There  a  bank  has  exis-'ed  since  the 
year  1094,  and  neither  has  the  bank  got  possesssion  of 
the  government,  nor  the  government  of  the  bank. 
They  have  existed  in  harmony  together,  both  conduc- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  that  great  country;  and  they 

„.  „„,   ,...„ ^  .„     have  so  e.'iisted,  and  so  contributed,  because  each  has 

I  institutions  of  the  avoided  cherishing  towards  the  other  that  svanton  and 
nuts,  is  one  of  the  re-  unnecessarv  spirit  o(  hostility  which  was  untirtunately 
irahle  though  complex  I  engendered  in  the  bosom  of  the  late  president  ot  the 


ade  vviih  -tale  banlis,  to  receive  de- 
money  upon  compensation.  He 
'itute,  that  it  converts  twenty-live 
V  'cm  of  federal  institutions;  but 
-  ■  '  institutions  by  the  federal  au- 
-  Liiin  federal,  than  the  enipioy- 
.'I'lis  liy  the  states  converts  them 
aid,   and  this  re 


The  general  government  has 


.system  ot  OTvernment.     ine  general  government 
the  use  of  tlie  capita!   court-houses,  pnsons,  and  pi 


United  States. 

.....  u.-^  ,^.  .....  ^^  .lu,   v>..... -V,.,  r — > r I  *'"  admonished,  sir,  by  my  e.xhausted  strength, 

tentiarics^  h?  the''srveraT'sta'ies.""l)u"  they,'  there'tbre,  j  and  by,  I  fear  your  nure  exhausted  patience,  to  hasten 

cease  to  .appertain  to  the  states?    It  is  to  be  borne  in    to  a  close.    Mr.  President,  a  gn  :i',  i:  \.  i,  mid  untried 

■    "   ■  ....  .      .  .       ,,    I  iTiigasure  ig  pevseveringlyurged  Hi  i>  :      ■   ..     .  I'lauce  o 

congress.    That  it  is  pregnant  u;  '  '     -  conse- 

quences, for  good  orevil,  is  undeiu.u'- .  i.i  i  ;-':n:;ted  by 
aU.  We  firmly  believe  that  it  v.iU  be  lata!  to  the  best 
interests  of  tins  country,  and  uUimaiely  subversive  ot 
its  liberties.  You,  xvho  have  been  greatly  disappointed 
in  other  measures  of  equal  promise,  can  only  nope,  in 


mind  ll};:^r,'although  the  state,  banks  may  occasionally 
be, used  ,by  the  federal  authority,  their  legal  respousi- 
bihty  to  lie  several  states  remains  unimpaired.  They 
conlimiiiito  be  aceountable  to  them,  and  their  existence 
can  only  be  terminated  or  prolonged  by  the  s.ate  au- 
th  irit}-.    And  being  governed,  as  they  are,  by  corporate 

authority. etnanating  from,  and  amenable  to,  state  ju-  ,  ....  .       ■    -       - 

risdictioii,  and  not  under  the  control  of  the  executive  the  doubtful  and  uncertain  future,  that  us  operatioi. 
of  the  United  S  ates,  constitutes  at  once  a  greater  se-  may  prove  salutary.  tSince  it  was  firet  proposed  at  the 
cumy  for  tlie  u  ubhc  money,  and  more  safety  to  the  pub- 1  extra  session,  the  whole  people  h.ave  not  had  an  cppor- 
lic  libertv.  It  has  been  argued  thit  a  separation  ot  the  I  tunny  ot  passing  m  judgment  upon  it  at  their  elccaons. 
"  ■  from  the  banks  will  diminish  the  execu-  As  far  as  thev  have,  they  have  expressed  their  unqiiah- 
I- must  be  admitted  that  the  custody  of  hed  disapprobation.  From  Maine  to  the  State  otMis- 
'!  II  '  Ml  . ;iri. Ills  banks,  subject  to  the  con-  sissmpi,  us  condemnation  has  been  loudly  ihupdered 
.  I  u-uishes  some  check  upoi,  the  I  forth.  In  every^ intervening^  election,  the  administra 
,  \  ^cutive  government.  But  the 
utive  has  least  power 


governmeii 


the  public 
in.l  ..if  s-i.: 
possible  . :  .        .  , 
tir^tiineiit  ii.i-ii.' 
when  it  lias  i.i, 
ti  easury !    The  ,- 
that  the  separei'-i 
relation  of  the  tcil 
will   be  anta-oni:- 
■Tills  is  the  \try  thi 
'  ve  in  peace,  ht 


'  :  [1  issession  of  the  public 
II  :i  .-^  iiith  Carolina  contends 
1  , ;:,  .  I  ill  bring  once  efteetcd,  the 
,1  gijvrrnment  and  the  stale  banks 
111.  I  believe  so  Mr.  President. 
■  I  wisli  to  prevent.  I  v,ant  them 
ijny,  a.id  friendship.  If  they  are 
antagonists,  how  is  i-t  possible  that  the  slate  banks 
can  maintain  their  existei  ce  against  the  tremendous  in- 
iluijnce  of  this  government?  "Especially,  if  this  govern- 
ment should  be  backed  by  such  a  vast  treasury  bank 
its  I  verily  believe  this  biU  is  intended  to  create?  And 
what  becomes  of  the  argument  urged  by  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  abolition  resolutions  of- 
.fered  by  him  at  an  early  jieriod  of  the  session,  asserting 
that  the  general  goyernmsut  is  hound  to  protect  thedo- 
.rncs'ic  institutions  of  tlie  several  states? 

The  substitute  is  n3t,  Itliink,  what  the  welfare  of  the 
country  requires.  It  may  serve  the  purpose  of  a  good 
half-way  house.  Its  accommodations  appear  fair,  and, 
with  the  feoliugs  of  a  wearied  traveller,  one  may  be 
tempted  to  stop  aw,hile  and  refresh  himself  there.  1 
shall  vote  for  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  because  I 
believe  it  the  least  of  two  evils,  if  it  should,  indeed,  in- 
flict any  evil;  or  rather,  because  I  feel  myself  in  the  po- 
..sirlon  of  a  patient  to  whom  the  physician  presents  in 
.one  hand  a  cup  ot  arsenic,  and  in  die  other  a  cup  of 
ptisan:  I  reject  tlie  first,  because  of  the  instant  death 
"with  which  it  is  charged;  I  take  the  latter,  as  being,  at 
the  most,  harmless,  and  depend  upon  the  t'is  medicalrit 
iwiiira.  It  v,ii;ill  have  been  a  great  improvemen(,  in 
on  'I,  iii  •■-.  Vi  111,  ir  !'!■  "i  biiiii;ing  about  the  resuinp- 
II  ,     ,'i  -;,     ;i     :    '  .1    iiiiiiiieo  in  the  substitute, 

\'       I  ,1  .if,  instead  of  fi.xing  on 

tl.i.  Ih-'j!  J.t,  :  .1  ;..,.  .11,11  had  provided  that  the 
notes  of  a  ccr..,.n  iiuiul.cr  of  sole,  sound,  and  unqiies- 
ititmable  banks  to  be  selected,  should  be  forthwith  re- 


tion  has  been  defeated,  or  itsf  irmer  majorities  neutrali- 
zed. Maine  has  spoken;  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Mississippi,  and  Mich- 
igan, a!l  these  states,  in  tones  and  terms  not  to  be  mis- 
uiiJerstood,  have  denounced  the  measure  The  key- 
■.■•i,  .  ■  n  1.1  bless  her)  lias  twice  proclaimed  her  re- 
j:  r  .  :  .11  1  at  the  polls,  and  once  through  her  k'gis- 
lii        .  ,       ,  and  f.ies  of  the  administration  have 

UP., .U.I  1..  '■  ■.ilemiiing  it.  Ami.  :it  the  very  moment 
when  I  u.u  addressing  y  ,  i  ■         ,     iing  of  the  late 

supporters  of  iheaduii..     :  '■  by  the  disun- 

guished  geuiTeman  w.iu   \'  .         i   ■  electoral  col- 

lege v,'hirh  gave  the  vote  ■  '  ,:<■  sta'e  to  presi- 

dent Van  Buren,  are  n—  'i!'  i  i    ,  hiladclphia,  to 

protest  solemnly  again-   ';:  ;  rbis  bill.    Is  it 

rightthat.unJersuchciri  ,,:i  i  -.  ;i  sL.nild  be  forced 
upon  a  reliicia.it  but  free  an  i  iuc'ligent  peo|:le?  Is  il 
rioht  that  this  senate,  c  mstitu'ed  as  it  now  is,  should 


give  IIS  sanction  to  the  measure? 

SpeCtful  ill    ,r!'l  ill'     I  ii-.',  '      t  V  .- 

totlielri-      ■     ■  i         ,' 

tue  of  iirii    ■  i      '   ",     ' 

by  state  !i  ,,  i',  ,"    .    •   ■  \  •  ■      '■ 

h\\\;  and  lamn  i  n  ■  ■  i.  '■v: 

ly  to  the  admmi-: 
lion.  WJIthc.-i 
im  of  pa,ssing  ih 


I  sav  it  in  no  disre- 
ording 
'  .  ■.■  .1.  :  -I  m  vir- 
■  "  '  .["I'.'essed 
.  !  >-;! .  ii:  iiii-t  the 
til  any  senator  tiiend- 
lils  to  prove  the  asser- 
g  upon  itself  the  odi- 
c  it  to  forbear,  forbear, 
forbear!  I  appeal  to  the  instructed  senators.  Is  this 
government  made  for  us,  or  for  the  people  and  the  sta  es, 
whose  agents  we  are?  Are  wc  not  bound  so  to  admin  ■ 
isler  it  as  to  advance  their  welfare,  promote  their  pros- 
perity, and  give  general  satisfaction?  Will  that  sacred 
trust  be  fulfilled,  if  the  known  sentiments  of  large  and 
respectable  communities  are  despised  and  contemned 
by  those  whom  they  have  sent  here?  I  call  upon  the 
honorable  senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  King,)  with 
whom  I  have  so  long  stood  in  the  public  co'iucils,  shoul- 
der to  shonl'ler,  bearing  up  'he  honor  and  the  glory  of 
this  great  people,  to  come  now  to  their  rescue.     I  ca" 


igeiyed,  by  ijie  gep&-.al  government,  in  payment  of  all  |  upon  all  the  senatora ;  let  us  bury,  deep  and  forever, 


the  character  of  the  partisan,  rise  up  patriots  and  states- 
men, break  the  vile  chains  of  par  y,  throw  the  frag- 
ments to  the  winds,  and  feel  the  proud  satisfaction  that 
we  have  made  but  a  small  sacrifice  to  the  paramount 
obligations  which  we  owe  our  common  country. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECO.N'D    SESSION SENATE. 

March  22.  Altera  number  ol  |)eluions  had  been 
presented,  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Davis,  llie  coiiimitlee 
on  couiiiierce  were  iiislrucled  to  inquire  into  the 
expi-di.^ncy  of  importing  one  or  more  models  ol  im- 
proved ligbt-liouse  radiators;  and  also  to  inquire 
whether  a  belter  system  lor  light-houses  in  this 
country  might  not  be  devised. 

Mr.  Tipton,  Irom  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  uitboiit  auiendiuent  the  joint  nso- 
liition  referred  to  tliein,  directing  the  expenditure 
of  an  appropriation  licrelolbre  made  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  United  States  troops  from  Fort  Gibson. 
This  bill,  by  consent,  was  taken  np  and  cotisid'Ted. 

Mr.  Gntiuly  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insett- 
ing the  word  near,  so  as  to  require  the  site  of  Ihe 
new  fort  to  be  ut  or  near  old  Fort  Smith. 

This  aineiidment  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Grundij.  Tipton,  King,  Sevier,  Fallon,  and  Preston, 
on  Ihe  ground  that  the  site  of  Fort  Smith  v\as  the 
only  proper  one,  and  thai  the  sum  ol  $15, 1100,  re- 
quired for  that  site,  was  not  a  sufficient  considera- 
tion for  choosing  a  worse  one. 

The  aineiidment  was  adopted — ayes  24,  noes  not 
counted — and  the  bill,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  Ihird  reading. 

On  niiitiou  of  Mr.  Walker,  llie  bill  authorizing  a 
to,\  iship  ill  Mississippi  to  change  Ihe  16lb  serliun 
better  land,  lor  the  use  of  schools,  \\  as  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  si-nate  resumed  the  consideralion  ol  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  more  than  two  hours  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Webiter  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half  in  rejoin 
der. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  a  short  time,  chiefly  ill  ex 
planiliou  of  some  of  the  acts  ami  opinions  of  his 
public  life. 

Mr.  Clai/,]n  reply  to  rin  insinuation  by  Mr  Cal- 
houn, of  concert  between  him  anil  Mr.  Websler,  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  denii  d  that  there  was  any 
ground  whatever  for  such  a  charfje.  There  had 
bi'en  neither  counsel  nor  concert  between  them  on 
Ihe  subject. 

Mr.  iVall  obtaining  the  floor,  the  senate  adjourn 
ed  after  a  short  ex,  culive  ses.-ioii. 

March  23.  Alter  the  presentation  of  a  number  of 
petitions,  file  bill  to  reslore  circuit  jurisdiction  to 
the  district  court  of  the  western  distiici  of  Viri;iiiia, 
was  fakfii  up,  discussed  by  Messrs.  Gninihj,  White': 
and  flod/ie.  and.  alter  being  amended,  ordered  to  r^ 
third  reading.  [Passed  next  day  and  sent  to  the; 
house.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heiis  of  Joseph' 
Lciber,  and  the  joint  resolution  to  direct  the  expen-' 
ditiire  of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  United  States  troops  from  Foit  Gib- 
son, were  .severally  read  a  third  time,  and  possid. 

The  bill  for  the'impro\'ement  of  the  Wabash  rl 
ver.  was  taken  np,  and  irave  rise  lo  a  discussion— 
during  which  Me.=srs.  King  and  Hubbard  opjiosec! 
it,  and  Mr.  Tipton  advocated  it.  If  was  then  inlori 
maliy  laid  on  the  table  for  the  jirescnt. 

TiieseiKite  then  resumedthe  considc-ation  of  fhij 
siib-treasiirv  bill,  when 

Mr.  Wall  ras,\  and  spoke  five  hours  in  favor  r 
the  bill,  and  especijlly  in  vindication  of  his  cmirst 
in  opposition  lo  tlie  resolutions  lately  sent  to  ciii 
gres's  by  the  legislutiire  of  Nev  Jersey.  ; 

Mr.  'ir;(>/i/,  (lising  at  llip  saine  ti'ine  with  Mn 
Hubbard.)  s.iid  be  should  ask  am!  urge  11  at  flu! 
question  on  this  bill  should  be  decided  lo-morrowl 
and.  on  his  motion,  | 

The  sen-ife  adjourned. 

March  2i.  After  the  transaction  of  some  bus! 
ness  of  minor  importance,  the  senale  resunud  tin 
consideration  of  the  sub-treasiirv  bill. 

Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Wail  successively  ad 
dress-d  Ihe  senate,  chiefly  on  subjects  respeclim 
their  relations  to  parties  and  to  the  state  'which  Ihe 
represent. 

Mr.  While  then  spoke  until  near  six  in  opposifio 
to  the  bill,  as  unconstitutional,  and  as  injurious  an 
dangerous  in  it  efi'ecls.  i 

Mr.  King  moved  to  amend  Ihe  S.'Jd  section  ofth' 
bill,  (gradually  prohibiting  llie  go\'ernmenf  Itoi- 
receiving  bank  notes  at  all.)  by  placing  the  begin' 
niiig  of  this  gradual  process  in  18.39,  instead  c 
l.St^S,  simply  delaying  the  process  one  year. 

This  amendment  was  carried  by  the  lollowin' 
vole; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Brown.  Buchanan,  Ciilboiiij 
Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky^  Claylot 
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)uUiu.-n,  Fullon.  Gnm.iv.  Huhbjnl,  King.  Kriii.'li(, 
iiiii.  l,ii.M|)kin,  Lyoii.  MfKi'ari.  Mi-rrick,  MniitoJi. 
iclioljs.  IS"ik-s,  Noru'll,  Pi.  rce,  Pienliss,  Prrslim, 

loaiie,     Robbins,      Riibinson.      Rcisj^Ips,     Sevii-r, 

iiiilli,  of  l(](liiitia.  Soulli.ml,  Strange,  Swift.  Tall- 
iiil,'.;,  Tiploii,  TroUiT,  Walker,  Wail.  VVIiile,  Wil- 
luis  Wnj;ht.   Youii^'— 42 
NAVd— .\I/ssis.  Allen,  Bayanl,  Benton,  Criltcn- 

on.  D.ivis,  Morris,  bniilli,  of  Conn.,  Sjjence,  \Veb- 

ter— a. 
Tilt-  question  th:'n   recurring  on  Mr.    Ciillibcrrii 

notion  to  strike  out  tlii?  2:til  section  altogether,  it 

lias  carried  in  tile  atfinicative.  as  I'ullovvs: 
YEAS— Messrs.    Bayanl,    bncliai  an.    Clay,   of 

C.»iilncivV.  Clavtori,  Cntt.'nilen,  Ciltlibert.  Davis, 
ulinii,  Grnmly.  Knij;lit,  McKean.  Merrick.  .Mor- 
s,  .Vicliolas,  Preuliss.  Preston,  Ui;es.  Robbins, 
obinson,    Knsj^les,    Se.icr.    S.nilli.    of    Indiana, 

oiilliar.l,  Spince,  Swift,  Tallniadge,  Tipton,  Wall, 

Fcbster,  White,  Williams— 31. 
NAYS— Messrs.Allen.B=Miton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 

;iay,  of  Alabima.  Hiibb.ir(i.  Kin;,  Linn,  Lump 

:iii,  Lvon,  iMonlon.  iS'iles,  Norvell.  Pierce,  lloaiie. 
'of  Con:i.,Slrang.!,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wright, 

fonn,'— il. 
Air.  Tiplon  movcil  to  insert  a  clause,  containing 
poiilive  req'iisition  that  the  government  shall  re- 
•ive  in  all  (niblic  lines  the  notes  of  spi  cie  paying 

aiiks.      [This  ainemlinent   having  a  sp'ciai  refer. 

nee   to  the  specie  circular  ol  July,   1837,  and  in- 

emling  to  repeal  it.] 
\ii    e.irii  'st  iliicnssion    fol'owed  on  this  ainend- 

neiii.  b\    Messrs,  Riees  and    Tiplun  in  favor  ol  it. 

nti  by  Messrs.  Beidon,  Se'jier,  Ronne,  and  Walker, 

II.  c.iposition. 
Tne  ani.'iidinent  was  lost,  as  follows: 
YKAS— .Mssrs.    Bayard,    Clav,    of    Kentnclcv, 

;iavlon,  Crittenden,  Ua'vis,  Knigh't.  McKean.  Mer- 
.\ienol.is,  IVcnliss.  Rives,  Robbins,   Un-^les, 


Sonlhard.  Spence.  Swill.  Tallmadge.  Tipton,  Tiot- 
ter.  Walker.  Webster,  While,  Young— :57. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Callioiin,  Cuth. 
bert,  Hiibb.rd.  l.inn,  Lumpkin,  Morris.  Niles, 
Pi'-rce.  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Wall,  Wright— 
II. 

Mr.  Culliuiin.  al  some  length,  assigned  his  reasons 
whv  he  should  now  vote  against  the  bill. 

Tile  bill  was  then  ordeied  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  by  (he  tollowing  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton.  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Ciilhbe't.  Fulton.  Hubbard.  King.  Linn, 
Lninpkin.  Lyon.  Morri.s,  Moiiton.  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roaiie,  Robinson,  Sevier.  Sinilli,  of  Coii- 
iiecticnt,  Strange.  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wriixlit.  Yonns.'- 27. 

NAYS— Messw.  Riiyaiil.  Buchanan.  Calhoun. 
Clav.  of  Kentucky.  Clayton,  Crittenden.  Uavis, 
(Jriindv,  Knight."  McKean.  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Prentiss.  Preslon.  Rives.  Robbins.  RiigL'les,  Smith, 
of  Indiana.  Southard.  Spence,  Swift,  Tallinad^e, 
Tiiilon,  Wi'b^ter.  White— 2,5. 

On  inotioii  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  bill  as  amended, 
was  ordered  In  he  printed. 

The  spiiale  then  adjourned  after  9  o''clock. 

^ftlrch  2(i.  Alter  several  petitions.  &c.  had  been 
presented. 

Mr.  ,9o"//in?'(/ presented  a  memorial,  addressed  to 
congress  and  sinned  by  the  deputation  of  the  Che- 
rokee Indians  now  in  Washington,  making  repre- 
sentations and  complaints  in  regard  to  their  situa- 
tion under  the  late  alh'sed  treaty,  and  praying 
congress  in  some  mode  to  interfere  for  Iheii  n  liej. 

Also,  a  memorial  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaty,  diieetly  Iroin  the  Cherokee  notion,  with  the 
signatures  of  '|.5.fi(i.T  persons  of  that  nation. 

iMr.  S.  moved  that  these  memorials  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  coinmitli'c  on  Indian  all'airs. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate  be. 


.iiilli,  ol  Indiana,    Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall-  I  Iween    Messrs.   L'nnpldn.  C/ni/.  of  .\la.   Soulhard. 
•"    ■        ■" -■  Khi<:.ariinihi,Tim\  White.     Finally  the  whole  sub- 

ject  was  laid  on  the  'able  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clinj.  of  Ala.— yeas  .">7.  nay*  10. 

[We  will  publish  the  debate  on  this  subject, 
which  was  highly  intereslin^.  hereafter.] 

The  sub-treasury  bill  having  been  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  .l/cA'riHi  said  he  thoujlit  it  his  duty,  and  he 
therefore  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  this 
hill  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  on  which 
question  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  whicli 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  negatived,  as 
follows. 

YE.^S — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
K'Mitiickv,  Clayton,  Crittenden.  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight. 'McKe'an.  Merrick.  Prentiss,  Preslon. 
Rives,  Robbins,  Ruu-gles.  Smith,  of  Iiid.,  Southard. 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White— 23. 

NaYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Brown.  Cai- 
hnnn.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Culhbert,  Fullon,  Hubbard, 
King.  Linii,  Lnmplcin,  Lyon,  Monis,  Jlouton. 
Nicholas.  rCiles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier.  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wal- 
ker. Wall.  Williams,  Wright,  Young-   29. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  (flie  yeas  and  n.ays 
havinibeen  orih'red  on  the  call  of  Mr.  .YuiTc.7)  by 
Ihe  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbeit,  Fullon.  Hubbard.  Kiii'_-,  Linn, 
Lumpkin.  Lvon.  Moriiss,  .Moulon,  Niles.  .\nrvell. 
Pi.rce,  Ruane,  Robinson,  Sevier.  Smilh.  of  Con- 
nerlicut.  SIrange,  Trotter.  Walker.  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 27. 

N.AYS — Messrs.  liayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky.  Clayton,   Crillend^-n,  Davis 


Badge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White 

NAYS— .n^ssrs.  All  ui.  Benton,  Brown,  15  ichan 

I,  Calhou.i,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cullib  rl,  Fullon, 
Jriindv,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyoii, 
don  is,  iMoiilon,  Nilts,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Ri.ane, 
lobins'jii.  Sevier,  S.nilli,  of  Connecticut.  Sliange, 
IVolter,  Walker,    Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Youiig, 

•3;). 

Mr.    Wcbitcr,  having  made  a  few  intiodiictory 

.ii.ul;s,  moved  to  aniend  the  bill  by  a  re(piisitioii 
hat  no  distinction  slioiild  be  made  or  e.^cist  hereal- 
er  between  the  ditierent  branch  s  of  the  revenue, 
,3  to  the  money  or  medium  in  which  the  debts  or 
l:ies  of  the  government  should  be  pai<l  or  dis- 
harged. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  this  amenilment  at  mucli 
en^ih,  and  with  gre.it  leliemence. 

Mr.  WebUer  ;iio  lilied  his  auieiid:nciit  so  as  to 
irnliibit  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  Irom  issuing 
iiiy  g.'ueral  order  Las  Ihe  specie   circiilir]  making 

V  di-~criniiuation  as   to  tile   funds  or  niediuin  in 

fiich  debts  to  the  United  States  should  be  jjaid. 

Mjss.'S.  Vailio:in,  11  a//and  .3e/i?on,  spoke  against 
he  amend. nent  as  inoriitied,  and  Messrs.  Webster, 
iru/i-cr  and  King,  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  liciilon  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
■eqiiiri.rg  that  there  should  not   be  any  dilferoi.te 
ijiilwe'-n  the   limes  and  terms  of  credit,  and  of  pay- 
oent  lor  ciisto.iis  and  for  public  lands. 

Mr.  yjuns;  oilered  as  a  substitute  lor  this,  which 
Mr.  Benton  accepted,  a  proviso  that  all  the  public 
lues  should  be  received  in  cash  or  otherwise,  in  the 

aiuc  inediiiiii  and  manner  as  payments  at  the  time 
nay  bo  requiied  for  the  piibli;  lands,  (thus  placing 
he  eusto  ui  on  the  same  looting  will]  the  payments 
or  the  public  lands,  whatever  that  may  be.) 


Tills  a;uend,nent,  alter  a  briefdebate,  was  lost  as  ;  Cnindy.  Knight.  McKean.  Merrick,  Nicholas  PrenI 


oil 

•i    YE.\3— Messrs.  B. niton,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles 

N^orvell,  Pierce,  Smith,  ol  Connecticut,  Young.— S, 

N.VYS— Messrs.    Allen,    Bayard,    Brown,"  Bu- 

:liaiiau,  C.dhouu,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  CI  .y,  of  Ken- 

ucaV,  Clayton,  Criltenden,  Culhbert,  Uans,  Fill- 

G.undy,  Hubbard,   King,   Knight,  Lumpkin 


liss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Riisriib'S,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard.  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Webster,  While — 2-5. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  down  to  the  other  house 
I'or  concurrence. 

'Forthe  bill  as  it  passed  the  senate,  see  page  GG.] 


on,  u.unuv,  uuunont  King,  Knignt,  J^umplcin,  ^^e  bills  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Davis,  and  of 
*Lyon  \lca.-an,  Merrick,  Moulon,  Nicholas.  Preii-  Qheil  P.  Lacy,  were  severally  lead  a  third  time  and 
"':i-«3,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robiu>oii,  Riiggles,  I  jj  •'  •  ^ 


i)5e\ier,     Smith,   of    Indiana,    SouthaiJ,    Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmalge,  Tipton,  Troller,  W,dk- 

»ij?r.  Wall.  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright- 44. 

Tl:e  qucslion  recurring  on  Mr.  liV6s/er's  ainend- 

imciil.  loi bidding  diseriiniiiation  in  the  kind  nl   nio- 

'"ncy  or  medium   to  b."  received  i.'j  paying  govern- 

'iment  dues,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
fallowing  vote: 

YE.\S — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan' 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentiickv,  Clayton, 
Crittenden.  Davis.  Fullon.  Grundy,  King,  Knight. 
Lyon.  McKean,  Merrick.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Prentiss,  Preslon,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,   Riigeles,    Sevier,    Smith,  of    Indiana, 


passed 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baycird.  the  47th  rule  of  the 
senate,  with  the  resolul ion  of  .Mr. Tipton  lor  printing 
it,  was,  alter  a  short  conversation,  refeired  to  a  se- 
lect rominiltecof  live.to  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
for  the  purpose  ol  revi-'ingihe  ruleitseli',  and  mak- 
ing a  new  dcterinina'ion  as  to  what  persons  shall 
be  admilled  on  the  floor  of  Ihe  senate. 

.V  number  of  private  bills  were  read  a  second 
time,  when  the  senate,  after  a  short  executive  ses 
sion,  adjourned. 

fli  irc/i  27.  The  bill  making  appropriations  for 
Ihe  civil  and  iliplomatic  expenses  of  the  United 
States  for  1S3S  was  received  from  the  house,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  linanrp. 


The  Iolluv\ing,  among oilii  r  ji.-iiuuiis,  N-c.  were 
presente<l. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky:  A  small  bill,  vul- 
garly c.illed  a  shin  plaster,  from  cilizens  ol  Hamp- 
shire couiily,  in  Yirginia,  in  confirmalion  of  a 
slaleineiit  made  by  them  in  a  memorial  formerly 
preseiiled  Irom  tlu-m,  that  such  bills  were  issiii d  by 
Sinckloii  and  .Slokes,  which  statement  had  beeii 
deni,  d.  Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  bill  be  refeired 
to  the  same  cominillie  with  the  above  memorial. 

Mr.  A'idg,  of  Alabania,'desir(d  that  the  senator 
would  not  ]iresent  a  shin-plaster  to  Ihe  senate;  he 
trusted  llial,  on  a  iiioiiicnfs  reflection,  lie  would 
wilhdraw  it. 

Mr.  Cla:/  said  lie  had  obeyed  the  request  of  the 
good  people  who  had  before  sent  a  memorial,  one 
alleged  lact  of  which  having  been  denied,  they  had 
now  sent  this  bill  as  a  voucher,  to  be  relerred  wilU 
the  petition. 

The  bill  was  read,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Gniiulij, 
and  was  iindeistoo<l  to  be  signed  by  W.  I>.  Stokes, 
and  countersigned  l)y  rerlain  initials, 

Mr.  Jiuclumau  said  he  thoii-ht  it  right  to  observe 
Ihat  this  was  a  distinct  firm  from  that  of  Stockton 
and  Stok.  s. 

Mr.  Ctay  said  the  committee  could  deteruiine 
whether  the  signatures  were  evasive. 

A  number  of  bids  were  reported  an<l  oi-dered  to 
a  second  reading. 

.\ftrr  some  unimportant  business,  the  chair  pre- 
sented a  cuinniuiiication  from  the  treasury  depurt- 
ment,  willi  a  suppli'tnent  of  the  annual  re|iorl  of 
the  coiniiiissioner  of  the  general  land  otlice.  In  re- 
Lilion  to  surveys  and  rtservalions  of  land.  Re- 
ferred. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed : 

To  aulhorize  (he  correction  of  certain  errors  in 
the  payment  of  French  indemnities;  for  Ihe  relief; 
of  Jolin  H.  Jacobs;  and  of  the  legal  rcprescnta-. 
lives  ol  George  Diivall.  and  ollieis. 

On  motion  olRIr.  Tiptun,  the  senate  took  up  iht- 
bill  lor  the  contiuiiatitii  of  Ihe  Cumberland  i-cai 
through  Ohio,  ii.diaiia,  and  Illinois. 

The  subject  of  this  bill  was  discussed  by  .Mcs-- 
srs.  Xorreil,  Tiplon,  Strange.  Callioun,  Sin.ih.  of 
Indiana,  Morris,  Biichnnan,  amilh,  of  Conn.  iUibin- 
.■ion,  Wallier,  Hvbbanl.  i'lay,  of  Kentucky,  lauug. 
Clay,  of  .Alabama,  King. 

The  bill  was  opposed  mainly  on  the  groiaud  of 
Ihe  existing  embarrassinciits  and  t'ankruptcy  of  the 
uovernment ;  jiarlly  on  that  of  the  want  (if  tuf- 
ficieiit  iiilormation",  and  parlly  on  that  of  the 
inequality  and  injustice  of  the  appropiiation  whicli 
it  involved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
tl.e  table  ;  whereupon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  liuchanan,  the  secretary  of 
war  WIS  directed  to  inform  the  senate  what  por- 
tions of  the  estimate  for  the  conslruction  of  Ihe 
Cnmherlaiid  road,  in  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
might  be  dispensed  with  without  injury  to  the  road, 
and  without  violating  existing  contracts. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  scs- 

Miireli  2H.     Among  the   petitions  presented  to- - 
day,  was   one   by    Mr.   Jlllen    from  a  meciing   in 
Cleaveland,  Ohio,   piaying  congress  to  take  uiea- 
suresof  redress  for  the' outrage  committed    by  ihe 
Brilish,  in  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  CaioLinc, . 
at  Schlosser.     Relerred. 

[Mr.  Buchanan  remarked,  on  the  subject  of  this 
memorial,  that  he  had  no  objection  toils  refeience;  • 
but  he  wished  it  to  be  generally  understood  Ihat 
the  subject  of  the  alleged  outrage  at  Schloster, 
was  now  in  a  course  of  invesligalion,  and  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  correspondence  between  the  executive  au. 
thorities  of  the  two  nations,  anil  he  believed  justice 
would  be  done.  But  in  any  case,  while  this  ncgo- 
liation  should  be  pending,  it  would  be  improper  for 
the  committee  on  tbreign  relations  to  do  any  thing 
upon  it.  But  if  ever  the  lime  should  come  when  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  commillee  to  ael  on  the  ■ 
subject,  he  had  no  doubt  they  wonhl  do  their  duly.] 

After  several  private  bills  hail  hern  reporUd.llie 
setiate.  on  motion  of  Xr.  \orvcll.  look  up  Ihe  reso- 
lution formerly  oliercd  by  him, inslruclinglhe.com- 
miltee  for  Ihe  District  of  Columbia  to  enquire  into  . 
the  expediency  of  aiilhoriziiig  the  people  of  the 
District  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  olli«r  house  of 
congress. 

Mr.  /{o'/nesaid  he  was  by  no  means  opposed  to 
the  proposition  for  a  delegate;  but  the  subject  had 
been  agitated  among  (he  citizens  of  the  district 
themselves,  and  he  Ihoiiiibt  il  would  be  lime  enough 
to  act  when  lliey  should  present  their  [)etition  on, 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Grundy  ^31']  he  thought  the  senate  had  no- 
thing to  do  on  the  subject,  lill  Ihry  shouhl  reoivc 
a  proiiosition  from  Ihe  other  house,  lo  v\l.otn  the 
delegate  would  be  sent.   The  senate  fcid.iw  right  cj. 
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intrude  a  delegate  on  the  other  house,  and  should 
act  only  by  viitiie  ot  application  from  that  body 

Mr.  No'rvell  said  he  believed  the  measure,  would 
have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  affairs  of  the  district 
and  the  chairui.iii  of  the  committee  for  the  district 
in  the  other  house  had  recommended  that  it  should 
be  first  taken  up  in  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gnindy,  the  resolution  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis  orteied  a  resolution,  which  lies  over 
day,  (and  which  Mr.  D.  stated  had  reference  to  the 
subject  of  economy,  much  insisted  on  yrst^■rd^y  in 
the  case  of  the  Ciimb^'rland  road,)  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  information  as  to  the  rnimber 
of  fortifications  completed,  of  those  commenced  and 
unfinislied,  of  those  nut  commenced,  but  eomtem- 
plate<l,  to  complete  the  system,  vi'ith  other  particu- 
lars respectin;;  them;  and  whether  in  his  judsfcnent, 
if  a  system  of  slea^n  batteries  should  be  addopted, 
many  such  fortifications  coutd  either  be  dispensed 
with  or  diminished. 

Also,  inquiringof  the  secretary  nf  the  navy  whe- 
ther in  his  judgment  a  system  of  defence  by  armed 
steamers  would  not  be  more  efficient  than  any  other, 
and  requiring  from  him  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  a  system  of  defence  by  armed  steamers. 

The  senate  then  took  up  and  discussed  at  great 
length  the  bill  for  -he  relief  of  William  R.  Taylor, 
involving  the  question  of  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  money  due  from  the  government. 

[The  rule  of  the  senate  on  this  subject  has  been 
to  allow  no  interest  on  any  debt  due  from  the  gov- 
ernment prior  to  the  time  when  the  claim  is  pre- 
sented, nor  even  afterwards,  except  in  cases  of  cul- 
pable refusal  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  government 
authorities  to  pay  or  to  examine  the  claim.  'I'he 
alleged  ground  of  this  nile  is,  that  without  it  the 
public  creditors  might  leave  their  dues  in  the  hands 
of  the  government  for  the  very  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  money,  and  drawing  interest  upon  it.] 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee, 
to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  was  negatived: 
,  Yeas  lit,  nays  21.  [This  vote  was  understood  as 
not  infringing  the  above  rule,  but  as  depending  on 
peculiar  circumstances  and  on  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  them.] 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Cassady. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
allowing  pensions  to  persons  disabled  by  wounds 
received  during  ihe  revolutionary  war,  «'as  consid- 
ered, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

The  senate  ailjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

March  29.  Among  the  petitions,  &c.  were  the 
following: 

By  Mr.  Fallon:  from  the  legislature  of  Arkansas, 
joint  resolutions  urging  the  establishment  of  the 
boundary  line  between  that  state  and  Texas.  Re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Zi«7i,  the  committeeon  private 
land  claims  \vere  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  confirming  the  claiuj  of  Francis  Le 
Clerc  to  an  island  in  the  Mississippi. 

The  bill  to  give  effect  to  the  Sth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1S19  with  Spain  was  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  atturd  reading. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  Wis- 
consin. 

The  bill  was  discussed  at  much  length  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  Norvdl,  Linn,  King,  White,  Sei'ier,  Tip- 
ion  and  Youm;,  chiefly  on  the  objection  that  com- 
".mencing  roads  by  congress  had  been  construed  by 
some  into  a  virtual  contract  for  their  completion; 
and  on  the  ground,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that  those 
"who  denied  the  right  of  congress  to  construct  roatis 
within  the  states  had  heretofore  admitted  the  right 
i  .11  relation  to  the  territories. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 
'  t>y  appropriating  .fJ!-)00  for  the  survey  of  a  route  for 
a  road  from  Green  Bay  to  the  Mississippi;  and,  <m 
motion  of  Mr.  '-Vhitc,  by  providing  that  said  survey 
should  not  be  construeri  as  imposing  any  obligation 
on  congress  to  construct  said  road.  Yeas  2.3,  nays 
17. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  re- 
duce and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clai/,  of  .Vlabauia,  spoke,  at  some  length,  in 
favor  of  the  hill. 

The  amendnient  from  committee  was  read,  pro- 

■  posing  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 

provided   for    reilucing    tile  price  of  all    lands  ten 

cents   for  every  four  years  that  they  might   be  in 

market,  till  the  price  should  sink  to  the  minimum 

<   if  fifty  cents;  and  to  insert  a. substitute  providing 


for  a  due  estimate  of  the  various  refuse  lands,  for 
their  classification  according  to  value,  and  for  a 
reduction  Ic^s  gradual  than  the  preceding,  to  the 
minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Clay,o[  Kentucky,  the  bill 
was  then  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  would  be  called  up  on  Monday  next. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving 
and  receiving  of  challenges  to  duels  within  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  the  judiciary  committee,  explain- 
ed ^he  provisions  of  the  bill,  aiiid  the  amendments 
reported  to  it  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
one  of  which  substitutes  for  the  purvishment  of 
death,  confinement  linm  ten  to  twenty  years  in  the 
penitentiary;  and  the  other  amendment  provides 
that  persons  going  out  of  the  District  with  a  view 
to  evade  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  otill  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  re- 
mained in  the  District. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  pass  this  bill,  and 
to  have  it  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Norrell,  expressed  some  doubt  in  relation  to 
such  power. 

Mr.  Roane  was  understood  to  start  a  riifTiculty  in 
relation  to  punishing  a  crime  consummated  in  Vir- 
ginia or  Maryland,  in  which  states  process  against 
the  perpetrators  might  at  the  same  time  be  issued 
He  was  also  understood  to  doubt  or  deny  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  enact  the  above 
second  amendment  offered  from  committee. 

Mr.  Morris  argued  also  against  such  supposed 
constitutional  power. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  insiste<l  on  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  and  the  amendments, 
inasmuch  as  congress  have  as  gooil  a  right  to  pun- 
ish the  first  moiety  of  a  crime  as  a  state  to  punish 
the  latter  moiety. 

Mr.  Grundy  explained  the  manner  in  which  the 
above  and  other  difficulties  might  be  obviated,  and 
argued  in  favor  of  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress over  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  objects  of  this  bill.  He  felt  disposed  to  go  all 
constitutional  lengths  to  suppress  this  cruel  and  in- 
human practice  of  duelling — a  practice  at  once  in 
violation  of  all  laws,  human  and  divine.  He  had 
examined  this  bill  carefully,  and  he  had  exerted  his 
mind  to  approve  of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pun- 
ished the  offence  of  leaving  the  District  where  the 
the  crime  was  committed  in  the  states.  He  had 
great  doubts  on  the  question  of  conflicting  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  offence  of  killing  in  a  duel  in  Mary 
land  was  murder.  The  bill  punishes,  as  amended, 
with  ponifentiary.  What  would  be  the  state  of  the 
case  if  the  criminal  was  confined  in  our  peniten- 
tiary for  twenty  years,  and  the  slate  of  Maryland 
should  convict  him,  and  order  him  to  be  hung? 
Would  he  serve  out  his  time  in  the  penitentiary 
first,  or  what  would  be  done  with  the  case?  He 
threw  out  these  suggestions  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing the  difficulties  removed  by  argument.  He  should 
certainly  do  all  in  his  power  as  a  senator  to  sujipress 
dii   lling  here  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Grnndi/  argued  that  if  a  man  should  steal  a 
horse  in  the  District,  and  ride  him  into  Maryland, 
he  would  be  guilty  of  larceny  in  both;  and  when  he 
had  been  punished  by  the  authorities  of  one  who 
hrst  got  hold  of  him.  it  could  not  be  much  cause  of 
regret  if  he  should  be  pnni-^hed  also  by  the  other. 

Mr.  Clayton  r]ist\n::i)\f\>e<\  more  nic-ly  the  preci-e 
objects  of  the  bill.  It  pretended  to  no  jurisdiction 
over  any  thing  not  done  in  the  District:  the  bill 
expressly  and  only  provided  to  punish  for  what 
should  be  actually  done  in  the  District.  The  pun- 
ishment might  in  some  cases  seem  disproportioned 
to  the  offence  ;  but  it  could  not  be  so  regarded  if 
the  intent,  by  which  all  crimes  are  measured, 
should  br-  taken  into  Ihe  account. 

Mr.  Knight  split  the  difference  of  Ihe  supposed 
concurrent  jurisdiction,  by  adducing  a  suppnsfd 
example  of  a  man's  robbing  the  mail  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  then  killing  the  driver  in  Virginia,  in 
which  case  he  should  be  punished  in  the  District 
for  robbery,  and  in  Virginia  for  murder. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  taking 
all  practicable  measures  to  put  down  the  practice 
of  duelling,  urging  as  motives  all  the  considera- 
tions of  honor,  decency,  resnectability,  civiliza- 
tion, duty,  anil  humanity.  He  also  argued  that 
there  was  no  want  of  power  in  congress;  they 
might  even  punish  an  individual  for  symply  going 
out  of  the  District,  if  he  should  go  with  a  known 
intent  to  commit  a  crime. 

Mr.  Strange  argued  that  the  propensity  to  duel- 
ling was  so  strong  in  the  conimunify.  that  duels, 
more  or  less,  would  be  fought,  in  violation  of  all 
laws,  however  severe,  divine  and  human  ;  but  on 
this  very  account,  especially  in  consideration  of 
its  collateral  and  consequent  evils,  the  laws  against : 


it  could  not  well  be  too  severe,  unless  their  severity  i 
should  prevent  their  being  carried  into  executioni  ; 
But  he  believed  the  moral  sense  of  every  commu.' 
nity,  in  the  country  would  pronounce  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  as  amendetl;  rather  too  lenient, 
than  too  severe,  He  also  argued  that  the  consti- 
tutional |)Ower  of  congress  over  the  subject  was 
clear,  inasmuch  as  they  would  provitle  fortlie  pun- 
ishment of  no  crime  committed  except  those  with' 
in  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  which  would  bwi 
aggravated  by  the  degree  of  the  evil  intent. 
The  bill  being  still  up,  the  senate  adjourned, 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESEN'TATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  22.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
having  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  late  dnely 
obtained  leave  to  piesent  them  ;  and  they  were  re 
ferred  to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Henry  presented  Ihe  petition  ot  a  number  of 
the  citizens  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray 
ing  for  an  investigation  of  the  late  duel  that  result 
ed  in  the  death  of  the  hon.  J.  Cilley,  and  that  effi' 
cient  means  may  be  adopted  to  put  a  stop  in  future 
to  this  murderous  practice  <  v\  hvch,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  H.  was  referred  to  the  select  coinmtltee  to 
which  that  subject  is  referred. 

Mr.  Davies  presented  the  petitior>  of  David  Wit 
mer  and  53  others,  citizens  of  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  and  the  petition  of  Robert  Jenkins  and  33 
others,  of  the  same  county,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  prevent  the  inhuman  practice  of  duel- 
ing. 

IVIr.  C.  il/wTis,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  present  the  petition  of  John  C.  McCoy  and  83; 
others,  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  on  thesubjectj 
ol  the  late  duel ;  vvhich  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  that  subject. 

A  number  of  committees  made  reports  upon  ]iri 
vale  claims,  8ic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  officsj 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  ex 
pediency  of  providing  by  law  for  additional  com- 
pensation to  postmasters  whose  commissions  are 
unequal  to  the  duties  which  they  perform. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  fron: 
col.  Huntei,  assistant  doorkeeper,  announcing  the 
death  of  Overton  Carr,  late  doorkeeper  ul  tliii 
house,  on  Wednesday  last;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Mercer  offered  the  Ibllouing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  house  uill  adjourn  at  foui 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  attend  the  funeral  ol  theii 
deceased  doorlceejier,  Overton  Carr  ;  that  the 
peiises  thereof  be  defrayed  out  of  the  contin^ 
funds,  and  that  his  widow  be  paid  the  salary  of  Ih' 
deceased  for  the  present  session  ot  congre.-^s 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  diiision- 

The  residue  of" the  morning  hour  was  occupiec 
by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  i..  continuation  and  con 
elusion  of  the  discussion,  on  his  part  of  the  resolu 
tion  moved  by  him  on  the  subject  of  an  apprnpria- 
lion  of  land  lor  the  promotion  of  education  in  thi 
old  states. 

The  S//ra/«)- laid  before  the  house  a  communica 
tion  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a  copi 
of  his  answer  to  the  letter  of  major  general  Jcsup 
dated  Fort  Jupiter,  Feb.  11,  1S.38,  called  for  by  ; 
rescdution  ol  the  house  of  representatives  on  thi 
19th  instant. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  secretary  ofwar 
transmitting  reports  and  statements  prepared  b_i 
the  adjutant  general  and  the  paymaster  general  o 
the  army,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  o 
the  19th  ult.,  respecting  the  number  of  volunteer 
and  militia  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Unitec 
States  within  the  last  six  years,  and  the  relativi 
cost  of  their  employment  and  that  of  the  troojis  o 
the  regular  army.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  oiderei 
to  be  piintec.  1 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee  of  thi[ 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  th.l 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  ol  the  appio 
priation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expense 
of  government;  and  the  qinslion  still  being  on  th'l 
motion  to  strike  out  an  item  of  $-4,000  for  a  je| 
d"eaii  on  the  grounds  ol  the  capitol.  ; 

Mr.  Hoisted,  of  N.  J.,  again  addressed  the  hous; 
on  that  subject,  and  in  rejoindir  to  the  remarks  cj 
Mr.  Lincoln,  expressing  the  astonishment  whic^l 
an  attack  fron  that  quarter  had  occasioned;  avow 
ing  hisattachinent  to  tlie  state  from  which  that  gen- 
tleman  came,  as  well  as  high  respect  for  himsel'j 
disclaiming  all  purpose  of  allusion  to  him  in  hi; 
speech  of  yesterday,  since,  \^"llen  he  made  it,  h. 
did  not  even  know  that  that  gentleman  belonged  t 
the  committee  on  the  public  grounds;  but  still  in 
sisting  on  his  objection  to  the  appropriation,  botli 
for  the  jet  d'eau  and  the  printing  and  fiapering  don^ 
in  the  president's  house.  To  the  repaiisof  th' 
roof,  Stc.  he  had  not  intended  then,  or  now,  to  ob{ 
ject.     He  regretted  that  he  had  interfered  with  i 
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favorilu  propuiitioii  of  the  gentleman  Iroin  Massa- 
ctuiselt,-',  since  lie  mi^ht  as  well  have  based 
his  speech,  wliich  was  "inlendeil  to  be  a  sener.il 
Ittacic  on  exli\tva:;,int  expendilnres  under  tile  ex- 
isting adminislration,  OB  souje  other  objecli<niable 
iteni  ol   the  bill. 

He  replied  to  Mr.  Cambrelenn's  objection  as  to 
the  ur,'eiicy  ol  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  by  no- 
ticin:;  the  constant  recurrence  of  that  objection 
whenever  an  iiivestijatioii  was  proposed  ol  the 
measures  ol  government.  It  never  recurred  the 
rii^ht  time. 

Mr.  Boon  commented  with  very  great  severity  on 
Mr.  Hulsted's  speech  of  yesterday,  and  avowed  hi? 
iiitenlion  "to  skin"  that  gentlemen.  He  said  his 
speecli  evinced  the  advantage  of  being  high  born 
and  college  bred;  chaiacterued  its  strain  of  lan- 
guage as  low  and  vulgar,  and  every  way  unworthy 
of  a  representative:  referred  to  Mr.  Halsted's  con- 
su.nption  of  pens  and  paper  as  being  ten  times 
greater  than  his  own;  he  remarked  upon  his  dress 
as  being  that  ol  a  dandy,  Kc.  and  concluded  by 
'comparing  the  whole  speech  to  butter  churned 
without  a  cover,  which  splashed  on  all  around.  Sic. 
&c. 


and  its  cltect  had  been,  by  paying  goveriiuient  of. 
ticers  in  gold  and  silver,  to  raise,  virtually,  the  sa- 
laries they  received,  and  in  the  same  proportion  to 
diminish  the  means  enjoyed  by  the  debtor  cl.iss  in 
the  comuinnity  to  pay  their  debts.  The  reduction 
was,  therefore,  perleclly  fair;  and  if  excessive 
banking  was  hcrealler  to  be  cnrlailed,  the  rediiclioii 
ought,  of  right,  to  be  permanenl.  He  was  content, 
at  prusent,  to  uiake  it  a  temporary  arrangeiiunt. 

Mr.  Mercer,  though  not  disapproving  'Me  gentle- 
man's object,  could  not  support  his  motion,  as  it 
was  not  according  to  us.ige  to  reduce  salaries  by  an 
appropriation  bill ;  it  ought  to  be  done,  if  at  all,  by 
law. 

Mr.  Reed  regretted  the  debate ;  but  liow  could  it 
be  avoided;  Wliich  was  the  proper  place  and  the 
fitting  opportunity  to  animadvert  upon  the  measure? 
of  the  administration,  and  the  extravagances  of  the 
government,  if  not  upon  the  appropriation  bills; 
He  rolerred  to  abuses  in  the  post  office  drpartment. 


Mr.  Lincoln  made  a  very  brief  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Halsted,  explaining  that  the  chief 
reason  of  his  former  remarks  had  been  an  unwil- 
lingness to  see  others  attacked  on  the  ground  of  a 
measuie  which  he  had  himself  proposed. 

Mr.  Kwing  made  a  very  spirited  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Boon,  and  in  support  of  llie  ground 
taken  by  Mr.  Halsled,  to  whom  he  retured  his  cor- 
dial thanks  for  his  speech.  It  had  been  unfortu- 
nate as  interfering  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  well  merit- 
ed by  the  extravagance  of  an  administration  which 
had  cone  into  power  on  promises  of  economy. 
He  referred  to  an  implied  threat  of  personal  vio- 
lence in  the  speech,  of  Mr.  Bynuui  yesterday,  on 
'  which  subject  he  said  he  was  entitled  to  speak, 
having  once  suffered  in  that  way,  being  taken  un- 
prepared; but  it  should  be  the  last  time  he  would  be 

■  caii>rht  in  that  sitnalion. 

The  debate  on  this  item  was  closed  by  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Mercer  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  de- 
tail, and  inserting  a  gross  sum  for  completing  the 
'  improvement  of  the   public   grounds  according  to 
a  plan  adopted  by  the  last  congress;  which  was 
asreed  to. 
'    'IVIr.  McKa/  moved  to  amend  the  bill  farlher  by 
I  striking  out  the  item  for  cltrk  hire  and  the  salary 
of  a  messenger  in   the  '-clothing  bureau,"  and  in- 
I  creasing,  to  Ihesame  amount,  the  appropriation  lor 
'■  the    office    of    commissary   general    of    purchases: 
whicli  amendment,  while  it  felt  the  expenditure  the 
same,  would  avoid   any  implied  sanction,  by  the 

■  house,  of  the  establishment  of  a  new  bureau   by 

■  the  simple  authority  of  the  head  of  a  department. 

Mr.  Millory,  of  Virginia,  took  the  present  occa- 

■  sion  to  read  a  co.nmiinicalion  addressed  to  him  by 
commodore  Diilas,  in  consequence  of  certain  ani- 
madversions in  a  speech   made  by  him  at  the  Sep- 

•  tember    session,    accompanied   by   certain    sta  e- 

■  ments  of  lieutenants  Mcintosh  and  Saunders:  by 
all  which  Mr   M.  declared  himself  not  convinced. 

Mr.  Bell  renew. 'd  the  presentation  of  his  amend- 

'  ment  to  reduce  all  salaries  one-fourlh;  but  moilified 
by  ad  nittini  the  contingencies  Ibrmerfy  inserted 
as  a  condition,  viz.  that  the  sub-treasury  bill  should 

I    pass. 

The  Ckuir  still  persisted  in  the  opinion  that  the 

.    amenilment,  even  in  this  form,  was  still  not  strictly 

I    in  order. 

After  a  brief  discussion  of  the  point  of  order  by 

'  M.."ssrs.  Hiijnes  and  Bell,  the  decision  of  the  chair 
was  sustained  by  the  house. 

V  Mr.  Bell  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ini  out  §567, fi3  i  for  pay  and  mileage  of  members, 

'    and  inserting   $425,761).      Also    by   striking   out 

'■  §4), 400  for  the  clerks  and  officers  of  both  houses, 
and  inserting  iSM.SOf). 

Mr.   B.   had   no    wish    to  commence   with  these 

'    items,  but   as   they  were  the  first  in  order,  he  had 

I  been  co.mpelled  to  do  so;  he  wished  to  proceed  and 
propose  a  si  nliar  reduction  in  all  the  salaries 
throughout  the  government  with  the   exception  of 

'  the  president,  vice  president,  and  judges.  He  was 
not  opposed  to  liberal  allowances  lor  public  servi- 
ces, nnrd.-sirous  of  reduction  for  its  own  sake,  but 

■  he  thought  the  great  disparity  between  the  salaries 
'      of  state  and  federal  officers  called  for  some    mea- 
sure of  the  kind.     It  would  be  vain  to  rely  on  state 
rights  as  a   bulwark  agiiiist  the   encroachments  of 
the  general  government,  while  that  disparity  con- 

•  tinned.     It  was   iiradnlly,  in  prictice,  workinj  a 
I      change  in  our  instilnfions;  as  an  instance  of  which, 

he  alluded  to  the  fact  of  an  ex-governor  of  a  state 
accepting  a  subordinate  station  in  one  of  onr  de- 
part.iietiis,  or  in  the  custom-house.  But  whether 
the  siib.treasurv  bill  should  pass  or  no,  the  thing  it 
proposes  to  authorize   did  already  exist  in    fact; 


nd  in  the  proportion  of  collectors'  salaries;  but 
could  not  sniport  Mr.  Bidl's  propo.^al  to  reduce  all 
in  the  same  proporlion;  some  ought  to  be  reduced 
one  hall,  but  others  should  not  be  diminished  at  all. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  thought  it  according  to 
law  and  nsime  to  reduce  salaries  as  well  by  an  ap- 
propriati<m  bill  as  in  any  other  manner. 

Mr.  Bell  remonstrated  with  warmth  against  Mr. 
Mercer's  position.  The  appropriaiion  bills  were 
the  great  citadels  of  the  people,  in  resisting  the  op- 
pressions of  government.  This  had  been  admitted 
even  in  aristocratic,  monarchical  England  ;  how 
much  more  should  the  doctrine  be  cherished  under 
our  own  free  government!  He  lamented  that  it 
seemed  his  fate  always  to  be  resisted  by  his  own 
political  friends  and  allies. 

Mr.  Mercer  explained.  He  did  not  deny  the  na- 
ked power,  but  only  the  previous  usage  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Bell's  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected. 

The  commitiee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  M'irch  23.  Mr.  McKennan  offered  a 
resolution,  fixing  Monday  next,  at  two  o'clock, 
for  the  choice  of  a  doorkeeper,  vice  Overton  Carr, 
esq.  deceased. 

Mr.  Lcicis  Williams  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cos?  yoA)iso(i,  suggesting  that  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts  intended  to  make  some  propo 
sition  regarding  the  police  of  the  house,  named 
next  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Boon  pro'posed  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next. 

The  latter  motion,  having  precedence,  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  Mr.  Williams's  motion,  to 
postpone  the  considcralion  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday  week,  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  among  other  reports  from  com- 
miltees,  were  made  by'  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

This  bill  being  read  twice—  , 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  a  report  accompanied 
it,  disclosing  the  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  recommended,  and  this  report,  with  the 
'  bill,  he  moved  to  have  referred  to  the  committee  ol 
ithe  whole,  and  that  both  be  printed  ;  which  was 
ordered.  /•    l       - 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  report  of  the  views  of 
the  minority  of  the  commitiee  of  ways  and  means 
in  relation  to  the  sub  treasury  bill.  He  moved  its 
printin<',  and  reference  to  the  committee  ol  the 
whole, "to  which  that  of  the  majority  had  already 
been  referred.     Ordered  accoidinjly. 

Mr.  Rires,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  10,000  extra 

copies  of  each   report   be  printed;  which   motion 

prevailed.  .  .  .,. 

[We  will  publish  the  bill  of  the  committee,  with 

both  reports  in  the  next    "  Rf.gistkk."; 

A  number  of  memorials,  &.c.  were  presented 
and  referred. 

Mr  Hall  of  Vermont,  sent  to  the  chair  a  state- 
ment from  the  "Globe,"in  referrnce  to  a  lormer 
vote  on  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  went  into  an  ex- 
planation in  reference  to  it,  for  all  which  wc  will 
try  and  find  room  in  onr  next. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  in  rMa- 
tion  to  this  subj-ct.  and  upon  which  the  mover 
had  occupied  the  morning  hour  for  several  days, 
'  coming  up  in  order —  .      „        ■  , 

Mr.Law/er.  of  Alabama,  took  the  floor  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Johnson,  and  occnpied  i 
till  the  expiration  of  Ihc  morning  hour,  witliou 
concluding.  [These  remarks,  as  wi  II  as  those  of 
I  .Mr.  Johnson,  will  be  L'ivfU  herealter.] 

The  Sneaker  laid  b<dore  the  house  a  letter  Horn 
the  secretary  of  war.  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  the  13th  inst.  calling  for  a  copy  of  tUe 


answer  to  a  letter  of  gen.   Jesup,  of  the  'iuth  De- 
cember, 1837. 

The  secretary  slates,  that  the  letter  of  gen.  Je- 
sup  did  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  department,  re- 
quire any  reply,  and  consequently  was  not  an- 
swered. 

.Mso,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  iiapcrs  relaliiig  to  the  title  of  the 
I  United  States  to  ITiend'sOie  B^ink,  near  Harper's 
I  Ferry,  required  by  the  resolution  ol  the  liJth  in- 
stant. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  Irans- 
mitling  a  report  from  the  cominissioner  of  inilian 
affairs,  accompanied  by  cojiies  of  a  contract  made 
between  gen.  Jesiip,  certain  creek  chicis,  and  J. 
C.  Watson,  8t  co. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  dinclorof  the  mint 
at  PhiUadelpliia,  containing  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  5lh  inst. 
relative  to  the  cost  of  erecting  and  establishing 
the  principal  mint  and  its  branches,  fixtures.  Sec. 
The  bill,  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the 
current  year,  again  came  up  foi  consideration,  as 
auicnded  in  commitiee  of  the  whole. 

Alter  several  amemlinents  had  been  adopted,  and 
while  the  consideration  of  the  items  of  the  appro- 
propriation  for  the  post  office  department  were  un- 
der consideration, 

Mr.  ComirWeng  proposed  an  amendment  to  this 
section,  by  whicli  the  specifications  were  to  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  appropriation  lorall  the  items 
there  named  were  to  be  stated  collectively,  with 
the  aggregate  of  the  sums  affixed  ther.  to.  This 
amendment,  together  with  a  cominiiuicalion  from 
the  post  office  department,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  moved  to  have  printed  ;  which  being  or- 
dered, he  was  about  to  propose  an  adjoiiriiment, 
when 

Mr.  Underwood  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  it 
was  his  intention  to  offer  to  the  bill,  wheieby  the 
salaries  of  government  officers,  employed  in  the 
various  states,  were  to  be  rednci  il.  and  restricted 
to  the  amount  of  salaries  received  by  the  judicial 
officers  of  those  states. 

The  Chair  said  that  an  amendment  lo  an  amend- 
ment, (moved  by  Mr.  C'ainbreleng.)  was  pending; 
and  that  any  other  amendment  was  of  course,  at 
that  moment,  not  in  order. 

.Mr.  Underu-ood  had  intended  to  give  notice  only 
of  his  intention  to  offer  the  proposition  be  had  read. 
He  would  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  flu-  chair 
on  the  question  of  order,  supposing  the  amendment 
in  time. 

The  Speaker  said  that  he  had  no  difficully  in 
making  up  his  opinion  on  Ihat  point.  Under  the 
rules,  he  considered  the  amendment  proposed  to  be 
decidedly  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Underwood.  Then  of  course  it  is  of  no  use 
for  me  to  move  for  its  printing. 

Pending  Mr.  Cambrelenir's  proposition  lo  amend 
the  amendment,  (to  wit,  the  above  section,)  the 
house,  on  motion,  adjourned,  at  half  past  four 
o'clock. 


Saturday,  March  24.  .\mong  the  reports  pre- 
sented was  the  following  by  Mr.  Pnllon  from  the 
library,  which  was  read  and'  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next, 'after  Mr.  McKay  of  .\orlh  Carolina,  had 
I'iyen  notice  that  he  would  oppose  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  tlie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives be  directed  to  subscribe  for  ten  numbers 
of  "  Mles's  Hegister,"  for  each  member  of  the 
house,  lo  be  delivered  once  a  week;  provided  the 
editor  of  said  Register  will  agree  to  publish  in,  or 
as  a  part  of  said  work,  at  least  once  a  week,  under 
the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  Ihe  house,  the  journals 
of  the  house,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  all  ques- 
tions. Provided,  further,  that  Hie  editor  id  said 
Register  will  also  agree  lo  publish  r.(  Ihe  end  ol 
every  session  of  congress,  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  officer  of  Ihe  house,  -a  supplement  to  said 
work,  containing  all  the  laws  passeil  thereat,  and 
treaties  ratified  by  Ihe  senate,  to  wliirh  shall  be 
prefixed  a  cDpioiis  index,  lo  be  approved  of  by  said 
officer,  and  furnish  one  copy  thereof,  free  of 
charge,  to  each  member  of  congress  for  the  time 
being.  .    . 

A  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war.  transrniHing 
copies  of  papers  relalinir  to  the  li'le  of  the  United 
States  lo  Friends'  Ore  Bank,  near  Harper's  Ferry, 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  lOlh  insl-jni.  was 
laid  before  the  house  yesterday,  and,  with  the  pa- 
pers, was  referred  to  the  select  cornmiltec  on  the 
national  foundry. 

To.rlay  Mr.  , If frcpr  moved  a  re-cnnsideralion  of 
Hie  vote  (which  prevailed.)  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
movinc  the  reference  of  Ihe  subject  to  the  com- 
miltee^on  the  judiciary;  inasmuch  as  there  was  a 
question  of  legal  title  involved  in  it. 
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Mr.  McClwe  w^s  mi  lavar  o  t'lp  iv-l.Ti'iice  as 
inaa.;  y ■=''';''''•'>■•  Tlitrewaa  no  question  ol' title 
iiivnlvVd. 

Mr.  Tkomns  and  W.  Cost  lohnson  were  in  favor 
of  the  reference  proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  whose 
motion  prev.iilcd. 

The  SpciiL-er  laid  before  the  honse  a  communi- 
cation frojn  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a  re- 
port from  the  acting  quarter  master  general,  in  re- 
ply to  a  resolution  of  the  5th  instant,  reqnirin;; 
various  information  respecting  the  measures  taken 
to  carry  into  etiect   tlie   act  of  July  2,  l'^36,  au 


Mr.  Rarideu  u.ov.  d  lo  leconiinit  the  bill  to  the 
co;nniitte/  ol  the  w'lole,  with  instructions  fo  rport 
an  aniendiueut.atriUin:;  out  $225,()l)'l  for  t^lalionery, 
tcc.  lur  the  house,  an  I  insertini;  .5273.(100,  so  as  to 
cover  au  appropriation  lo  pay  for  printed  debates 
and  docuuients,  oidered  to  be  supplied  to  the 
meuibers. 

Mr.  [f/ffifons  opposed  this  motion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
were  in  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  if  to  be  in  order, 

Mr.  Ca//i6r^/c/t?appealed  from  Ihedeciston.     He 


thonsin^  the  "layins;  out  of  a   military   road  along  !  thought  it  clashed  with  the  requisitions  of  the  63il 


the   western  frontier,   and    the  erection   of   posts 
thereon, 

The  Speaker  also  laid  belore  the  house  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war.  transmittinsj  the  report 
and  estimates  of  lieut  Stockton,  superintendent  of 
public  works  of  Michigan  city  and  St.  Jaseph's, 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  i9ih. 
Mr.  Cdmbrelens:  moved  that  the  house  take  up 
the  e;eneral  approjjriation  bill. 

Mr.  Rice  Gartitnd  claimed  the  day  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  claims,  under  the  rules  of  the 
house.  About  si.x  hundred  hills  were  to  be  acted 
on;  and  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  doing  justice  to 
the  country  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  that 
busine-s. 

But  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
decided  that  the  ruies  be  suspended — Ayes  94, 
noes  3J. 

The  house  then  took  np  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  amendment  moved  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Ctaibrelens:  to  the  section  in  reference  to  the 
post  office  department  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Adams  arose  and  commented  at  some  length 
upon  the  amendment  and  "  the  e.ftraordinarv  doc- 
ument" from  the  postmaster  general  in  which  it 
was  recommended  ;  which  went  lo  the  annihilation 
ot  every  thing  like  specifications  or  appro, iria- 
tions.  We  will  give  place  to  Mr.  A.'s  remarks 
hereafter. 

The  amendiuent  was  also  opposed  bv  Messrs. 
Wlillllese:/,  TJlinghast,  Etoing.  and  Rice  Garland, 
and  advocated  by  Me.ssrs.  Cambreleng  and  Connor. 
Finally,  the  am'endmeut  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  was 
rejected— yeas  6-1,  nays  68,  and  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  agreed  to. 

A  motion  of  Air.  Robertson  to  strike  out  the 
item  of  .$•40,000  for  miscellaneous  cvpenses  was 
rejected. 

Air.  Rariden.  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  lo  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  $-22.3, 000  for  sta- 
tionery, &:c.  for  the  house,  and  insert  !j!t27.i,O0O,  so 
as  to  cover  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  ]irinted  de- 
bates and  ilocuments  ordered  to  be  supplied  to  the 
members. 

On  this  motion  a  call  of  the  house  was  moved  by 
J\lr.  Cambreleng,  and  refused  ;  when,  before  taking 
the  question,  and  after  a  resolution  had  been  adopt- 
ed, on  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  calling  for  information 
on  the  subject  of  treasusy  notes, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  20  A  large  number  of  petitions 
were  pr-sented,  and  referred. 

The  following  among  other  resolutions  were  of- 
fered: 

On  motion  of  M.-,  Ogle, 

Resolred,  That  the  "secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
house  the  names  ot  all  ministers  and  otiier  diplo- 
jnatic  agents  of  the  United  Slates  in  Ibreign  coun- 
tries on  the  4lh  March,  132,9;  the  names  and  grade 
of  all  ivho  have  been  recalled  since  that  date";  the 
namts,  grade,  and  date  of  subsequent  apnoint- 
menls;  the  sever.il  periods  of  service  of  the  jiersons 
so  appointed;  the  sum  allowed  to  each  for  such  ser- 
vice r.  speclively,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  contin- 
gent expenses  paiil  to  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Sergeant, 

Ucsotved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  e.xpediency  ol  encouraging  and  aiil-  I  obtain. 


rule  of  the  house.  The  object  of  the  amendment 
was  inconsistent  with  the  whole  course  of  the  form- 
er action  of  the  house  in  regard  to  supplying  mem- 
bers with  books. 

The  Speaker  defended  bis  decision.     There  was 
nothing  in  the  pending  proposition  that  looked  like 
the  object  alluded  lo  by  the  gentleman  last  up.     It '  ple  generally 
was  a  simple  proposition  to  amend  that  section  of,  !":'•■"■  '^'  " 


bill  which   appi'opriates   money  for  the  contin 
gent  fund. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  at  the  suggestion  of  Air.  How- 
ard, withdrew  his  appeal. 

!Vlr,  Ciishman  moved  the  previous  question 
{which  would  be  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 
cutting  oli  the  motion  to  commit.) 

Upon  seconding  this  motion,  by  tellers,  the  divi 
sion  was — ayes  47,  noes  not  counted.  So  there 
was  no  second. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rariden  to  recommit, 
the  vote  (the  yeas  nnd  nays  having  been  ordered,) 
was  as  (bllows — Yeas  71, 'nays  96.  So  the  motion 
to  reco-rimit  the  bill  was  rejected. 

J\Ir.  Reed  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an  appro- 
priation of  $52,()49  for  additional  light  houses  in 
certain  states,  being  the  same  amendment  as  that 
member  ottiered  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Ingham  proposed  to  amenil  tbis  amendment 
by  stating  the  several  objects  of  the  proposed  aildi- 
tional  appropriation,  with  the  several  specific  sums 
to  be  appropriated  to  eai'h. 

Air.  Reed  explained  tlie  proposed  amendment, 
and  showed  the  interest  that  the  people  in  twenty 
states  had  in  its  adoption. 

Air.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  made  some  remarks  to 
show  the  great  necessity  which  exists  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposed  amendment,  either  in  this  or 
some  other  bill. 

Mr.  Ingham  contended  that  this  is  the  proper  bill 
for  the  proposed  appropriation.  All  these  works 
have  been  ordered  and  begun,  and  no  new  original 
proposition  was  n.ade.  He  urged  the  great  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  amendment.' 

Mr.  Cambreleng  thought  the  light  house  bill,  or 
the  supplemental  appropi-iation  bill,  hereafter  to  be 
presenteil  to  tile  house,  would  be  the  pi-oper  bill 
intD  which  to  introduce  the  proposed  .Tinendiuent. 
Air.  Cushmun  moved  the  previous  question.  On 
seconding  this  motion, the  division  was  (by  tellers) 
ayes  73,  noes  42,  no  quorum  voting.  Oii  the  se- 
conil  count,  the  vole  oir  seconding  was  as  follows? 
ayes  72,  noes  67;  so  ther-e  was.  a'second;  and  the 
prevrous  question  being  ordervd,  the  qu.-stion  i-e 
cm-red  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading 
wdiich  was  carried;  and  the  hill  was  read  a  third  time 
Pending  the  question  of  its  final  passage  Mr 
Gar  and,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  committee  ol  the  whole,  with  instruction- to 
report  it  with  certain  amendments;  and  on  this  i 
tion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

Air.  Garland  defended  his  proposition  at  sorne 
length.  He  dwelt  parliculirly  upon  the  custom  oT 
keeping  up  appropriations  lor  temporary  service  of 
cleiks.&e.  in  the  lii/ierent  departments,  and  llioii"ht 
that  cuslom  shoiild  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  opposed  the  motion,  and  de- 
fended the  practice  alluded  to,  so  far  as  U  bad  ob- 
tained, as  a  matter  nf  absolute  necessity,  unih^r 
the  circumstances  of  those  cases  in  which  it  did  so 


obj  'ctions  lo  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  books^ 
among  the  members  did  not  apply  in  tins  case,  in- 
asmuch as  a  number  ol  copies  were  projiosed  to  b(J 
furnished  loeach  member,  rntlorhis  ov\  n  ptisoiraF 
advantages,  but  lor  ilrstr-ibuiion  among  his  coriSti-f 
tueuts.  The  elect  ol  the  m"as  !!;■  would  be  lo  dis-' 
seminal.-  full  copies  of  the  house  journal  and  of  all 
the  laws  to  6,000  persons,  at  the  aggi-egate  expense' 
of  .J);j,000  per  annum.  The  publicatio'n  of  the  laws' 
alone,  in  newsjiaper  and  in  pa.u  phlet  form,  aird 
for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  goveinment 
costs  now  three  limes  that  sirrn.  The  additional  ex-' 
pense  to  the  editor  vvoidd  nearly  equal  the  whole 
amount  ol  subscription  now  proposed;  buMhe  aildi- 
tional  popularity  of  his  jiaperwas  deemed  by  him  a' 
sirflicient  inducement.  The  subscription,  ther-e-' 
lore,  was  not  a  gratuity  either-  to  him  oi  to  mem-' 
bers  ot  congress,  but  an  expedient  and  cheap  mode, 
ol  disseminating  useful  information  auiong  the  jieo-" 
The  journals  of  congress  had  nevef 
y,  so  published  as  to  meet  the  spirit 


meteorological    observations    throughout    tl 
Uniled  Slates. 

The  bill  for  t!ic  restoration  of  cei-tain  court.s  to 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  which  had  [lassed 
t!ie  house,  came  up,  as  amended,  in  a  single  parti- 
cular, lioin  the  senate. 

Air.  Garland,  of  Vir-ginia,  moved  tliat  the  house 
do  disagi-ee  with  the  senate  in  its  amendment;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

The  S/)C((/ierlaiil  be.''ore  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer 
to  a  i-esolution  of  the  IL'th  instant,  directing  the  se- 
crel.iry  lo  report  the  riames  of  such  of  the  Tlepnsite 
h.inks  as  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of 
the  lirst  section  of  the  act  of  the  12tb  of  October 
last,  by  giving  the  r-equisiie  security,  &.c. 

The  house  then,  upon  motion,  resumed  the  con- 
aideratiou  of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  Conner  demanded  the  previous  question,  on 
seconding  which  the  ibllowirrg  di\  ision  (by  tell?rs) 
took  place:  ayes  69,  noes  57.  So  the  [ii-evious-ques- 
lion  was  seconded,  and  the  house  decided  that  tlie 
main  question  be  put,  which  being  done,  the  bill 
was  p.issed,  and  oi'dered  to  be  sent  lo  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

At  5  o'clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Tnesday,  March  27,  'SU.' Pa-jnler,  of  Pennsylva- 
rira.  pr-esenfeil  a  petition  fi-om  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel, 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that 
subject. 

The  rep(3rt  oftho  library  committee,  in  relation  to 
Niles'  Register,  coming  up  in  order,  the  report  was 
read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

iVIr.  Pdllon,  iro:n  the  committee,  explained  and 
defended  the  report,  arguing  to  show  that  the  usual 


of  the  direction  ol  the  constitution  on  that  subject 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Ne^v  York,  opposed  the  resolu-' 
tion.  The  subscription  would  amount  to  $12,100*. 
It  the  resolution  was  to  pass,  he  would  move  to 
strikeout  "Niles'Register"  and  insert  "the  Demo- 
cratic Review."  In  conclusion,  he  moved  to  lay" 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas, 
and  nays,  -which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta'ken, 
stood  as  lolloHs:  Yeas  86,  nays  79.  So  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Ibllowing  reports  Irom  standing  committees 
of  the  house  were  reciived: 

Mr.  Whiltksey,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  an  rrnfavorable  report  upon  the  case  of  col. 
Joseph  ijrown. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  fur  the  erec- 
tion of  ciislom-houses  at  New  Orleans,  Piiiladel- 
phia,  and  Savannah. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vole  by  which  the  house  laid  the  repoi-t  of  the 
libr.iry  committee  on  the  table. 

Air.  Boon  nioverl  to  lay  this  mction  on  the  table, 
and  demandeil  the  yeas  and  nays,  w  hich  were  ordi  r- 
ed,  and  resulted  as  lollows:  Yeas  88,  nays  84.  So 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Boon  was  decided  in  the  a.lrrma- 
tive. 

I'he  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a  supple- 
ment to  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office,  in  n  lalion  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  evidences  of  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lamls  in  charge  of  the  surveyorgeiieral;  «l)irl;  v,  as 
referred  to  the  comrnittee  on  public  lands,  and 
orilered  to  be  printed. 

The  Chair  having  reported  to  the  house,  among 
othersen.ite  bills  sent  to  the  house  for  concurrence, 
tho  bill  known  by  the  name  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill — 

M-.  Cambreleng  moved  that  that  bill  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  wavs  and  meaiis. 

Mr.  P/c/.-ens  said  that,  h.-lorp  Hi  it  motion  should 
be  acted  upon,  fie  dpsir.  i,  i-.i  ,  ,  ,i  :  i  ig  ilie  great  im- 
poriance  of  the  subject,  tn  t-  i,  :  , ;  ,-  d  as  lo  one  or 
tv,-o  preliminar-y  points,  IIri,'i-l  :]Mi!ogise  to  the 
house  for  thus  inter|iosing,  nor  should  h;-  have  done 
it.  but  for  an  article  which  a 
paper  of  this  morning,  which 
an  oiiiiuons  bearing.  He  d  :■ 
chairman  of  the  committee  of 


eareil  ill  the  oliici;il 
erned  lo  him  to  hai  e 
-d  to  know  from  the 
lysand  means  whe- 


ther it  was  the  intention  of  that  con 
this  bill  from  the  senale  any,  the  least,  degre^e  of 
preference  over  a  bill  on  tiie  sa,-iie  siibjirt,' u  Inch 
'had  been  reported  by  that  ciunmilte  to  this  honse? 
In  the  article  he  had'alluded  lo,  he  perrrived  there 
was  an  intimation  that  perhaps  some  of  the  obnox- 
ious fealnrrs  might  be  stricken  fiom  iiie  bill,  or  t:;e 
s.ime  pni-poso  acco:npli^li»d  bv  having  an  ii-d  ^pen- 
dent or  snpplemenlar-^  tiill.  'In  I'l.- Wt.de  -,-,!  tide 
there  wa:  not  the  sli-liTr>t  r.-lii-mce  to  the  bill  of 
house.  Now,  Mr.  P,  conjidend  the  entire  snlij-ct 
as  one  p.-ciiliarly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
bouse;  and  on  that  grounil  alone,  if  on  im  other,  he 
slionid  prefer  that  the  action  of  this  bodv  should  be 
had  on  its  own  bill,  i-alhcr  than  on  that  fro:n  the 
other  legislative  branch.  He  anxiously  desired  to 
knmv  which  of  the  two  bills  was  to  have  priority? 
Me  put  thii  inqiiirv  Imnestlv,  lor  inlormalion,  not 
hai-ing  had  (he  :|i  ;-li!e-t  coL-imunicafion  nr  concert 
with  the  h,.norabl-  chairman  or)  the  matter.  He 
thought  the  information  fie  asked  for  lUir^  lo  the 
house  and  to  the  cotrntrv.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  fhis  c.masciilnted  thing,  wliicli,  though  in 
the  sliape  of  a  man,  was  destitute  of  all  manliness, 
and  all  the  spirit  ofa  man — a  eunuch,  in  all  its  al- 


*'J'ne  gendeman  from  New  York  was  in  error.  The  , 

w-hole  expense  would   hr.  hut  §215  per  week,  or  Si'JSO  | 

per  nronih;  or,  estimating  the  long  and  short  ses.=ion  at  I 

an  average  of  five  months  in  each  year,  $1,500  ptr  oh.  j 

num. — [Editor  Register.  i 
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liiiiu'ts — u;ij  10  be  iJiill'iTeil  to  llie  huusv^  bill  on 
II,.,  .-am.'  subji-cl. 

Mr.  CtliiiOit.en^-  uo'ii.l  aiisuer  the  gi'iiU  ii:;in 
liiosL  clu-cnulcy.  Fur  liimsiJI,  .is  a  iiicu.bir  ol  llic 
COinuiillueol'  ways  ami  means,  and  he  Uioug  it  he 
could  almo>t  aiiSHerior  every  one  ol'  his  coliea,'ues 
on  thai  conimiilee,  that  he  ami  ihi-y  ilnl  inliiiilely 
pieler  (he  bill  reported  lo  this  house  to  Ihe  bill  ol 
the  senate.  They  had  seriously  and  lliorou(;ly  ex- 
amined all  the  provisions  ollhe  laiter,  and  ihey  had 
tei'iou!)  objections  to  many  ol  its  details;  tor  some 
of  its  details  besides  those  advocated  by  llie  ^jentle- 
inan  Irom  South  Carolina,  invohin^  princi{des  of 
very  grave  iuipoitanc^ ;  and  the  bill  reported  I'loin 
the  coininiltee  of  ..ays  and  means  vva.<:,  almost  two- 
tbiids  of  It,  a  new  bill  enliivly.  ]'or  one,  he  shoidd 
not  depart  Irom  one  sini,'le  section  or  leatuiv  ot  that 
bill,  and  should  ceitaiiuy  leel  it  Ins  duly,  as  a  inea- 
siire  ol  this  character  should  emanate  liom  th.' 
house,  to  pile  the  house  bill  the  prelerence. 

Mr.  Ciimbieleiii;  said  Ihat  ol  course  he  did  not 
mean  to  Include  those  «!io  were  opposed  to  the! 
measure.  | 

Wr.  Serjeant  resinned.  He,  lor  one,  certainly 
Was  not  anionjithoS'-  «  ho  ■•  inhiiilely"preleired  the 
bill  ot  the  house  lo  thai  ol  the  senalp,  lor  he  really 
did  not  know  which  ol  them  was  the  worst ;  and 
that  was  about  the  amount,  at  present,  of  any  opi- 
nion he  had  on  the  lualler.  11  the  bill  Iroiii  the  se- 
nate was  what  the  gentleman  liom  boulli  Carolina 
(Mr  Pickens)  had  sl.iteil  it  to  be,  it  was  a  sort  of 
thin:;  to  which  treasure  «as  often  cominilled  in 
some  parts  of  the  world  ;  (a  langli;)  -iiid  il  he  be- 
Jieved  It  lo  be  really  as  impolent  as  lliul  genllein.in 
represented  it  to  be,  he  should  have  less Obj.  ttion 
to  it:  but  he  could  not  but  t,  ink  it  still  possessed 
sullicieiit  vigor  to  do  much  mischief.  It  was  possi- 
ble, lor  those  who  were  entrusted,  e\cn  wilh  i;old 
anil  silver,  sometimes  did  jjivat  harm  by  betraying 
those  who  trusied  them.  'I'lie  niichin  ry  jiropos  d 
to  be  employed  was  the  same  in  both  bills:  only  by 
the  one  it  was  to  bcf  employed  in  keeping  bank 
notes,  and  by  the  olher,  in  keej  ing  gold  aiid'silver,  ' 
if  we  could  get  any.  For  hiinsell,  he  h.id  no  •'in- 
finite pieference"  i'or  either,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  , 
was  at  a  loss,  as  he  had  said,  to  dctermiiij  which  j 
was  the  worst  of  the  t«o.  | 

Mr.  Hiiyiics  here  rose  and  said,  Ihat  though  he  had 
not  been  expressly  called  upon,  he  uouid  say  that 
he  had  a  decided  preleience  lor  the  bill  from  Ihe 
coinmillee  of  ways  and  means.  He  had  a  strong 
desire  lo  answer  the  reiua'ks  of  Ihe  honorable  gen- 
(lenun  from  Puniisj  Ivania,  but  this  was  not  the  time. 
He  then  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Piitlo.i  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  untried  , 
experiin.Mil,  in  any  of  its  forms;  and  i.e  objected  to  j 
the  reference  of  this  bill  to  Ihe  commiltee  of  ways 
and  means,  because  it  was  wholly  unnecessaiy. 
The  subject  had  been  tvvice  relened  to  Iheiii,  and 
the  house  had  received,  in  the  lonn  ol  a  bill,  the  re- 
sult of  their  labors  and  meditations.  It  was  ex- 
tremely i.iiportanl  lo  the  best  iiil  Tests  of  the  coun- 
try thai  this  question  should  be  decided  promptly; 
and  il  was  his  purpose,  before  he  resumed  his  seat, 
to  make  a  motion  which,  he  hop.  d,  would  bring  to 
the  test  what  w.as  the  jiidgioeiil  of  a  majority  of  the 
bouse  on  Ihe  principle  of  ihis  ineasu,''e.  In  onlerto 
quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  country,  which  had 
been  justly  excited  by  Ihe  continued  confidence  of 
gentlemen  in  a  measure  which  miisl  be  proilnctivo 
of  extensive  mischiefs  to  the  great  business  con. - 
Uiunily,  aside  from  its  relations  as  a  political  mea- 
sure, the  question  ought  to  be  ilccided  promplly 
and  speedily.  This  object  could  not  be  obtained 
save  by  a  vole  which,  though  not  an  actual  rfjec- 
tion  ol  the  bill,  slioiihl  give  a  decisive  indication  of 
the  opinion  of  a  majorily  of  the  house  in  O|)position 
to  any  and  every  hill  'which  should  ronlain  the 
principle  which' distlngiiish.d  this.  He  did  not 
urge  the  fact  Ihat  Ihe  chairman  of  Ihe  committee  of 
ways  and  i:ie:'ns  h:id  told  the  house  that  a  majority 
of  that  commiitee  had  examiiieil  this  hill  and  were 
opposed  to  it;  because  he  did  not  desire  thai  the 
vole  upon  his  molion  should  depend  on  any  diller- 
ence  of  opinion  as  to  parlicular  d.lails,  and  which 
did  not  reach  Iho  great  principles  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  v\as  aware  that  there  were  genlle- 
men  present  who  had  various  propositions  which 
they  were  desirous  of  presenting  to  the  house  as 
substitutes  r<u-  the  bill,  which  went  essentially  lo 
change,  and  some  of  them  tO'<lef'eal,  iis  present  pro- 
visions; and  such  gentlemen  ini'.;hl,  at  fiisl,  feel  op- 
posed to  the  motion  he  was  about  lo  make.  But  he 
desired  them  to  iTcnlhct  that  there  wire  several 
other  bills  uhich  woull  come  up  for  discussion,  un- 
der wliich  Ihey  could  d.-h.ile  at  laru'e  this  entire 
subject  of  the  currency,  and  that,  therefore,  Ihey 
had  no  ;ood  reason  for  opposing  a  motion  lo  l.iy  the 
pnseiit  bill  on  the  table,  and  lln-ri-by  show  lb  the 
country  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  house  of 
representatives  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure  it 


piMIiosed.  !<iicli  a  sli-p  would  bi-  atteinle.l  'Mih  this 
a.ldilioi.al  advaiitnge  :  a.s  long  as  the  liimd-  ol  this 
bill  iei:.in.-.:  th-  l.iii:testliopeolc:uryii.;  it  i;;i...':g'i, 
they  vioiild  slK  nuously  re.-isl  all  .-ub-liliilid  piopo- 

sitiuns  wliicn  should  go  to  atlavk  the  vilals  ol  the 
measure  ;  hut  il  the  house-  gave,  at  once,  a  decided 
indicalioii  thai  such  a  bill  as  this  could  not  pass, 
they  woiihi  llnn  be  prepared  lo  transler  their  sup- 
port to  the  nexl   be.-l    ii.onsnre,  if  lime  were  any 

such,  to  he  rcsorled  to  with  a  view  lo  the  purifica- 
tion ol  the  cunency.  Willi  tlifse  vieus,  he  moved 
lutaij  thin  bill  III  01,  ilic  Uibte. 

Mr.  atiiscudc  appeal,  d  to  Mr.  Pation,  as  he  had 
now  had  an  op|iorliiiiily  to  in.ike  such  reiharks  as 
he  chose,  not  lo  pieien'l  others  Irom  a  reply;  a:.d 
helherilore  hoped  he  would  coiis.'iil  lo  w  ilhdraw 
the  motion  for  Ihat  |mipose. 

Mr.  I'ullon  said  that  he  had  not  discussed  the 
bill. 

Mr.  GlascocI:  pressed  his  r.  quest,  and  promised, 

, if  it  were  granted,  to  renew  the  luolioii  lo  lay  the 
bill  on  the'table. 

Mr.  J'uttoii,  on  that  comlilion,  consented,  and 
withdrew  the  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  aiiiscodc  regrette.l  exceeiiingly  that  this  mo- 

I  tioii  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been  made  at  the  pre- 
sent time;  and  he  regretted  the  more  to  see  the 
motion  coine  from  the  quarter  il  did.  The  house 
was  well  apprised  of  the  situation  which  the  jj;en- 
tleinau  Iroiii  Virginia  occupie<l  at  the  pres.  lit  time. 
It  IS  Well  know  11  that  that  gentleman  had  been  pro- 
xided  loi  by  his  own  state;  and  it  is  a  question 
whelh.r,  uiienevcr  any  aclioii  shall  be  had  on  this 
bill  here,  he  will  be  representing  the  majority  ol  his 
constiluenis,  w  Inch  an  •■!.  ciion.  how ev.  r,  lo  fill  his 

I  vacancy  will  lest.     But  imi.  pendent  ol   these  coii- 

[sideralions,  it  is  well  known  that  at  the  present 
time  one  of  the  slates  ol  llie  union  is  iinrepresentLd. 
Il  is  Will  known  that  Ihere  are  cerUiin  districts  in 
dillerent  slat.s  umvpreseiiti  il ;  and  it  is  equally 
well  known  Ihat  at  this  present  lime,  there  were  a 
large  number  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
absent,  Irom  the  iiidis|.osition  of  thcii  families  and 
other  causes,  absent  and  mcessarily  absent  of  this 
cily,  and  from  the  house.  If  we  are  to  have  this 
qutsliou  tested,  and  fairly  tested,  let  us  have  it  ta- 
ken when  every  member  is  in  his  seat.  Where  is 
the  necessity  of  the  motion  which  had  b:en  made 
by  the  genlleiuan  from  Virginia  at  this  lime  ?  Has 
it  be.  n  made  because  the  ge'nlleinaii  is  himself  about 
to  take  a  farewell  from  iis  all,  and  is  it  Irom  such 
Wi0li\es  as  lliese,  that  he  now  asks  us  to  take  Ihis 
question,  when  he  well  knows  there  are  many  in- 
dividuals friemily  to  this  bill  not  pr.sent  to  vole, 
and  are  pariieiilHily  anxious  to  do  so?  If  the  gen- 
tleman exercis.  d  that  courtesy  wl.icli  is  usual,  on 
all  great  national  q.ieslions,  he  would  have  del.iyed 
his  molion  cinlil  evt  ry  member  could  be  here  in  his 
place  to  represent  his  constituency.  He  asked  the 
house,  whether  it  uas  not  besi  lo  act  on  whatever 
bill  the  coininitt.'e  of  ways  and  means  may  report, 
at  a  time  when  there  may  b3  a  lull  and  fair  attend- 
ance of  the  representatives  ol'  Ihe  ]n  op|e  present. 
He  knew  not  what  elfect  tijis   might  have  on  the 

minds  of  oIli.TS,  but  he  was  prepared  to  say 
lor  himself,  that  this  movement,  at  the  present 
crisis,  was  far  IVoin  being  such  a  one  as  he  had  ex- 
pected Irom  Ihe  gentleman  Irom  VirL;inia,  for  on  all 
other  occ  sions  he  had  looked  upon  that  genlleinan 
as  acting  with  candor  and  lairness.  At  this  very 
uiomcnt  tlier.' are  some  twenty  or  thirty  members 
absent  from  their  seats — in  fad,  it  had  been  suggest- 

I  ed  by  some  genilemen  near  him,  that  there  we're  at 
least  lorty  who  were  absent,  Ko  such  proposition 
as  this  had  been  aniicipated  by  those  genilemen, 

j  anil  it  is  a  question  on  which  it  is  expected  by  the 
whole  country,  Ihat  every  member  sliould  be  prt- 

1  sent  lo  give  his  vote.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
then,  wiiether  in  order,  that  absent  m,-?inbers  might 
be  present,  and  lo  have  a  lull  vote  of  the  hou.se  on 
the  question,  he  would  not  consent  lo  willidraw  his 
motion,  and  p  nnil  the  hill  to  go  lo  the  conimittce 
of  ways  and  uieans,  and  be  reported  upon  by  thai 
coinmillee,  in  order  Ihat  some  measure  might  be 
brought  before  the  house,  in  order  that  tlic  people 
of  the  country  might  see  whether  a  majorily  of  the 
house  were  not  opposed  to  the  princijde  conlaim  d 
in  the  bill:  naiiiely,  the  divorce  of  the  government 
and  banks.  He  knew  there  were  some  who  were 
in  iaior  of  Ihe  principle  of  this  measure,  but  who 
diliered  as  to  details,  and  all  he  asked  wa«,  that  the 
country  might  be  properly  inlormed,  whether  there 
was,  or  was  not,  a  majori'y  in  favor  of  Ihe  principle 
which  he  had  relened  to.  On  this  subject,  he  must 
avail  himself  of  the  privilege  he  now  had  of  sliow- 

I  in;;  the  imprission  atleinpte'd  lo  be  made  on  Ihe  peo- 
ol  the  '01.1  Dominion."  A  report  had  gone  liirlh. 
shiting  f'at  there  were  fill,  en  or  twenty  of  a  ma- 
jorily in  this  house  opposed  lothe  divorce.  Th.n. 
,  3ir,  I'l  the  g.'ntleinan  from  Virginia  intends  that  Ihe 

I  people  of  bis  state  shall  be  fairly  informed  on  this 
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lup.Vl.mt  snbj-ci.  It  !:•  ■  (inesli.'ii 
Unit,  and  I.  t'us  have  .-..oh  a  <oih  .,; 
the  principle.  Do  lhis.<iud  he  [M 
thing  lo  lear;  and  so  lur  as  il  v.is 
hesiiated  not  in  gi»  itig  it  ns  his  d.  ,  i,i 
Ihen-  w.^sa  mi.joriiy  in  favor  ol  ..... 
menl  ami  bjiiUs,  i.olw  illi-laii.lii._  ..I 
said  in  certain  papers  lo  Ihe  coiiliaiy 

Mr.  Mricfr  rose  lo  order.     H 
whether  the  remarks  of  Ihe  genlli'inan  were  perti 
neiit  to  the  qiesliun  under  consideration. 

The  I'/idir  w  as  of  opinion  thai  the  genlleinan  from 
Gi'orgia,  as  well  as  the  gei.th  man  from  \irgiiiia, 
[Mr.  Palton,]  had  not  eonfm.  d  themselves  stuclly 
to  the  question  pending.  Mr.  Uliissioclc.  in  con- 
elusion,  would  oi  ly  say  that  he  regiettid  that  Ihis 
motion  bad  been  made,  as  it  was  an  e\idenceol  un- 
fairness which  he  little  expected  Irom  Ihe  gentle- 
man Irom  Virginia.  He  shoul.l  renew  Ihe  motion, 
as  he  had  pli  dged  hiinsell  lo  do  it,  but  he  did  it  w  itii 
the  gr.'alestrelnclance,  hecausi-  whatever  vote  was 
now  lukeii  .:ould  i..d  be  considered  ii  fair  lest  of  the 
question.  He  looked  upon  the  motion  as  an  act  of 
illiberalily  towards  the  absent  menibeis.  and  as  an 
act  ol  injustice  to  the  stales  and  districts  which 
were  now  unrepresented,  anil  lio.d  causes  well 
known  lo  all.  Mr.  G.  then  renewed  the  motion  lo 
lay  on  the  table.  Mr.  .'Warns  hoped  the  genlleinan 
would  withdraw  this  motion,  so  that  his  rcmaiks 
might  be  answered.  Mr.  Glaso/dc  saiif  he  «ouhl 
not  do  this,  iinh  ss  Ihe  genih  nmn  liom  Virginia  and 
others  agreed  to  have  it  wilhdiawn  lor  a  general 
discussion  ol  the  subject.  Mr.  Ciishniiin  called  lor 
the  yeas  and  iiavs,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  I'il- 
more  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  which  was  ord<  led. 

The  call  was  Ihen  proceeded  in  for  some  time, 
when  -Mr.  Ciishinan  nio\  ed  that  it  be  further  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  Pulton  said  he  hop-d  Ihe  molion  woiihl  not 
prevail,  especially  alter  the  very  rude  reply  of  Ihe 
gentleman  lioiu  (jeorgia,  and  the  allusions  in  w  Inch 
that  gentleman  had  indulged,  and  which  he  must 
pronounce  to  be  wholly  nnloundid.  Mr.  Palton 
liad  not  t.iken  the  least  pains  toasrerlain  who  were 
absent  and  who  were  present;  and  he  desired  the 
call  should  proceed  with  Ihe  express  view  of  as- 
cerlaining  who  were  absent;  and  if  it  should  be 
found  that  any  injustice  to  any  gentleman  would 
result  from  the  motion  he  had  ina<le,  he  should  be 
entirely  willing  to  withdraw  it,  solar  as  depended 
on  him;  though  he  wouhl  not  ask  the  genlleinan 
from  Georgia  to  witlidiaw  it,  alter  the  rude  and 
uiiconrteous  reply  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Duncan,  with  some  emotion,  wanted  to  know 
why  others  could  not  have  withdraw  n  it.' 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that  he  liop.d  the  molion  oflhe 
genllenian  from  New  Hainpsiiire  (Mr.  C'nshuian) 
would  pievail.  This  could  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances, b.'  considered  as  a  test  vole  on  the  gen- 
eral question. 

Mr.  Grcnncll  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Ihe  molion  lo  siis|ien.l  liirlher  proceidin:;  in  the 
call,  which,  being  lok.'n,  were — Yeas  92,  nays 
94  ;  so  the  molion  was  negatived,  a. id  the  call  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  doors  of  the  house  were  closed. 

The  absentees  having  Ihen,  in  part,  been  called, 
and  having  i  early  all  been  excused, 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  tl'.at  farther  proceedings  bo 
suspended;  which  was  agreed  lo;  and  the  "doors 
were  opened. 

The  question  was  thereupon  put  fioin  the  chair 
on  laying  the  senate's  subln  asury  bill  upon  Ihe 
table,' and  decided  in  the  allirmativc  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows  : 

'VF.AS— Messrs,  Adams,  Alexander,  IT,  Allen, 
•I.W.  Allen,  Avcrigg.  Bell,  Biddle.  Bond,  W,  li. 
Calhoun,  J.  Cal'hooii,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Car- 
ler.  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chil.ls.  Clark,  Corwin, 
Cianston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cnsliing,  Darlinglon, 
Dcberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Kwing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore.  J.  Girland,  R.  Gailand, 
Goode,  J.  Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Graves.  Gray 
Grcnncll,  Hall,  Halsteil,  Harlan,  Harper,  !I,islini 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hero.l,  Ho:lHi::n,  Ifopkiii 
Johnson.  W.  C.  Johnson,  KiL-ore,  Lawler,  Lincoln. 
Lyon,  Mallory.  Marun,  S.  Mas.n,  Manry.  May, 
Maxwell,  MtKennan,  Menelie,  Mercer,  A'liHi'.a'n, 
Mitch.  II,  M,  Morris,  C.  .Morris,  Na\  lor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Pallerson,  Palton,  Peek,  PI  i'llips.  Pope, 
Rariilen,  Kan.lolph,  Pee.l,  P.idgwiv,  Uuss.  II,  Saw- 
ver,  Sergeant,  A.  H.Shppp'Td.CSh'-p.Tid.  Shields, 
'Sibl.y,  Slade,  Smith,  Soiilhgalc,  Stanly.  Stuart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson.  Tilliiigha  1. 
TolamI,  Underwood.  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  V.. 
Whiillesey,  L.  Willliains,  Slu  rrod  Williams,  C. 
H.  Williain.i,  Wise,  Yorkc — Ino. 

:i.\yS  — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrew.-,  Alherlon, 
Beally,  Beirne.  Bickn.l!,  Hinl-.-ll,  )!..nn.  Br..dhead, 
Bron.son,  Bruyu,  Byniiiu,  Ciinbri  hi.p,  John  Caoip- 
1  bell,  Casey,  Oevcidnd,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
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Craig,  Crary,  Ciishman,  Dawson,  Degrall,  Drom- 
goolf,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farriiigtoii,  Fairfield,  Fos- 
ter, Gallup,  Glascock,  Graiitland,  Grant,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hnbley,  R.  M.  T.  Hnn- 
ter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Legire,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McCleilan, 
A.  McCleilan,  McClnre,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  VV.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plum-r,  Potter,  PratI,  Prentiss,  Rhelt,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Shert'er.  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  VVagener,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 98. 
So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  fable. 
Mr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  this  vote. 

Various  senate  bills  having  been  read  and  refer- 
red, and  several  house  bills  having  received  their 
third  reading  and  passed, 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Dromgoole  in  the 
chair,)  when  Mr.  Cainbrehng  moved  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  directin;;  a  transfer  of  moneys, 
unclaimed  by  [)ensioners,  to  the  treasury  ;  which 
was  passed  througli  committee  without  opposition, 
read  a  third  time  in  the  house  and  passed. 

The  cor'nmittce  then  took  up  the  military  appro- 
priation bill ;  which  was   passed   througli  commit- 
tee   without    amendment,    and    reported    to    the 
house. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  23.  A  number  of  memorials 
were  presented  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and 
referred  to  the  select  coinuiitlee  on  the  subject. 

Among  the  bills  reported  was  one  by  Mr.  Whill- 
leseij,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  eslabliih  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  exa-'nine  and  decide  certain 
claims  against  the  United  Slates;  which  was  twice 
read,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ma:e 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  week- 
After  some  business  of  minor  importance, 
Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
moved  that  that  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Jolin  Ross  and 
others,  remonstrating  against  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
18:J6,  and  that  the  said  memorial  do  lie  upon  the 
table. 

After  a  debate,  of  which  a  brief  notice  is  neces- 
sarily deferred  to-day,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bell  was 
agreed  to. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  spent  in  consideration, 
in  coiuniiltee  of  the  whole,  of  the  military  appropri- 
ation bill;  which   was  still  left  in  the  committee  of , 
the  wliole  when  the  committee  rose,  and 
The  house  adjoiined. 

Thursday,  March  2.").     Messrs.  Adams,  Birdsall, ' 
and  Vc  Graff,  presented  memorials  in  relation  to  j 
the  late  duel,  wliich  were  referred  to  the  select  com 
miitee  on  this  subject. 

Reports  of  committees  were  next  called  for,  when 
the  following,  among  others  were  presented. 

Mr.  Cole^,  irom  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  authorize,  for  a  limited  time, 
two  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sary general  of  subsistence;  and  against  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  the  3th  instant,  relative  to 
assimilated  pay  ol  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  walls  of  the  treasury  building,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  post  office 
department. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crai;;, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tile  e.\-pediency 
of  placing  the  officers  of  the  United  States  navy, 
engaged  in  the  war  of  tne  revolution,  on  the  same 
footing  in  respect  to  commutation,  bounty  1-uid,  and 
half  [lay,  with  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, moved  the  following  resolution: 

Hcsohed,  Th-it  the  bill  "to  provide  for  the  .satis- 
faction of  claims  due  to  certain  Ainericau  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  oa  their  commerce  prior  to 
the  31st  of  July,  131)1,"  be  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion at  the  hour  of  one  o'clock  on  Friday  and  Sa- 
turday, the  13th  and  1 1th  days  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Cambrelen^  op|iose.l  the  resolution,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  agieeins  to  if. 

After  a  remirk  or  two  from  Messrs.  Mercer  and 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  question  was  put, 
and  the  resolution  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  filloivs,  viz.  Yeas  7!),  naya  R2,  (not  I  wo. thirds.) 
Mr.  Lincoln  moved  that  the  bill  providing  for  the 
retnoval  of  the  walls  of  the  new  treasury  building, 
and  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the 
post  office  department  on  the  site  of  that  recently 


destroyed  by  fire,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next.  (The  bill  proposes  an  appropria- 
tion of  $-150,000,  and  directs  the  use  of  the  old 
materials  In  the  construction  of  the  new  building.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng  remonstrated,  and  Mr.  lAncoln 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  bill  fo  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union; 
in  which  form  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Va.,  to 
reconsider  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Slade's  resolution 
calling  on  the  land  oHice  for  certain  information 
touching  the  the  pre-eiii|)fion  laws  and  the  sales  of 
lands  in  the  diifereiit  states  and  territories,  a  brief 
di^cu3sion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Slade,  Hopkins, 
of  Va.,  Lyun,  of  Ala.,  Boo?.,  of  Indiana,  and  Wil- 
liams, o[  North  Carolina,  tooiv  part.  In  the  course 
of  this  discussion — 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  said  the  motion  to  recon- 
siiler  the  vote  of  the  house  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  under  consideration  was  made  at  his  in- 
stance, and  he  would  slate  the  reasons  u  hy,  in  his 
opinion,  the  resolution,  in  its  present  (brra,  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  If  the  mover  would  modily  it 
so  as  to  call  for  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land  dis- 
posed of  under  the  several  pre-emption  laws,  he 
would  willingly  vote  for  it.  But  if  Ihecall  is  made 
so  as  to  require  a  report  of  the  particular  quantity 
disposed  of  in  each  state  and  territory  under  each 
one  of  the  several  pre-emption  laws  herefolbre  pass- 
ed, it  would,  in  his  judgment,  impose  unnecessary 
labor  upon  the  lana  office,  and  interfere  with  the 
disposition  of  other  more  important  matters  of  busi- 
ness. 

He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  a  fui;  .-eport 
upon  each  and  all  the  branches  of  inquiry  embraced 
in  the  resolution;  but  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
requiring  information  ai  to  the  particular  quantity 
of  land  disposed  ol  under  each  of  the  several  l.iws', 
embracing  a  period  of  15  or  21)  years.  Ho  suppos- 
ed the  object  of  the  mover  would  be  attained  by  a 
report  showing  the  aggregate  quantity  sold  under 
the  pre-emption  system  since  it  was  commenced, 
but  if  the  report  is  to  designate  the  particular  quan- 
tity under  each  law,  an  examination  would  have  to 
be  gone  into  of  the  returns  made  by  registers  and 
receivers  for  many  years  past,  and  he  was  convinc- 
ed that  this  examination  would  require  much  time 
and  occupy  a  large  number  of  the  clerks  of  the  office, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  n^'cessary  business.  All 
Ihe  pre-emption  laws,  lie  believed,  granted  to  set- 
tlers the  same  quantity  of  land  Ifid  acres,  and  he 
saw  no  particular  benefit  fo  result  Irom  the  labor 
and  delay  necessary  to  ascertain  the  quantity  sold 
under  each  law.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  vote  of 
the  house  would  be  considered,  and  ihe  resolutiou 
modified. 

He  said  a  call  had  already  been  made  for  iifor- 
mation  as  to  the  quantity  of  public  and  heretofore 
sold,  Ihe  quantity  remaining  unsold  in  each  state 
and  territory,  &,c.  and  his  only  object  wis  that  the 
present  call  should  be  confined  to  neces-sarv  info: 


2,560,000 
384,SG0 
2,299,544  03 

1,307,332  03 


Amount  of  moneys   on   account  of 

customs,  first  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  about 
On  account  of  public   lands,  same 

time 
Whole    amount   of    money   in    the 

treasury  available  is,  nominally 
But  deducting        $.592,212,  which 
belongs  to  certain  trust   funds,   and 
400,000,  which  is  deposiied  in  the 
mint,  and  the  balance  available  is 

The  house  then  again  went  into  commiltee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Dromgoole 
in  the  chair,)  on 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  in  the  course 
of  the  sitting,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thiril  reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  began  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill, 
and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting  up- 
on if. 

The  question  pending  when  the  house  adjourned 
was  upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Norlh 
Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  lor  the  purpose  of 
striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  proposes  appro)iria- 
fions  for  the  expenses  of  the  exploring  expedition, 
[n  the  course  of  debate  on  this  motion,  Mr.  Wise 
intimated  a  purpose  to  move  such  amendments  as 
would  convert  the  exploring  squadron  into  a  squad- 
ron for  coast  survey. 

And  fli.'ii  the  house  adjourned. 


CHROMCLE. 

Villaj'iy  Extra.  The  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  of 
the  I2fh  inst.  states  that  on  the  Saturday  evening 
preceding,  a  number  of  vagabonds  thought  proper 
to  amuse  themselves  by  firing  muskets  and  pistols 
at  Ihe  town  or  village  of  Windsor,  on  the  Canada 
side,  from  which  the  fire  was  returned.  Governor 
Mason  was  quickly  on  the  spot,  and  brought  the 
folly  to  a  close.  Whether  any  mischief  was  done 
at  Windsor  was  not  knovvn.  Some  of  the  balls 
fired  there,  struck  the  buildint's  on  the  Detroit  side. 
We  do  not  find  that  any  body  was  arrested. 

The  Republic  of  Hayti  owes  France  60,000,000 
francs,  as  indemnity  money,  which  it  has  agreed  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  about  1,500  francs  a  year.  A 
treaty  to  this  effect  has  been  recently  concluded. 

The  bill  abolishing  lotteries  has  passed  the  leais- 
latiire  of  Louisiana,  received  the  signature  of  the 
governor,  and  thus  becomes  a  law. 

The  governor  of  Louisiana  has  appointed  Wm. 
C.  Claiborne,  esq.  secretary  of  state,  in  place  of 
Martin  Blache,  resigned. 

Norfolk,  March  26.  ^rriral  of  the  United  States 
Schooner  Shar.-;.  The  Uniled"  Stoles  schooner 
Shark,  lieut.  commandant  Pearson,  from  the  Medi- 


mation,  and  he  believed  a  report  showingthequan-  J^j''"''^"  '''='  ^'-  Thomas,  arrived  yesterday  mcrn- 

tity  of  land  sohl  under  the  pre-emption  system,  and  'Vi,,  oi,„  r    i   r*   i\,r  i         *u     .i.,u      <■    n.          u 

the  quantity  disposed  of  under  the  auction  system,  m^          ■?,'%' ''^'  Malmn   the  24  h  of    Deceniber, 

would  be  sufficient  for  all  n.eful  purposes.  Hesaid  S""",  •^'\J"""="'>'-  9'^r'i.Y  ^■''  iVr'/J'^'"' 


piirp 
his  constituents  had  complained,  in  some  instan- 
ces, of  the  delay  which  had  occurred  in  issuing 
their  patents,  and  in  transacting  other  matters  of 
business,  in  which  they  were  interested,  at  the 
general  land  office  ;  and  if  such  calls  as  the  one 
embraced  by  the  resolution  before  the  house  are 
made,  requiring,  as  he  thought,  unnecessary  detail, 
there  would  be  still  greater  delay  in  transacting 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  business  of  the  office. 
For  this  reason  alone  he  desired  the  resolution  to 
be  modified. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  on  the  ground  of  the 
vast  amount  of  labor  required  by  the  resolution  to 
no  valuable  purpose.  An  answer  to  fhiscall  would, 
of  itself  alone,  occupy  the  whole  force  of  the  land 
office  more  than  two  monllis. 

Mr.  Slade  advocated  it  as  necessary  to  expose 
the  system  which  was  growing  up  in  "the  manage- 
ment of  our  public  lands,  and  wherrby  the  sales  of 
land  were  likely  to  b;'  in  the  end,  wholly  superse- 
ded by  the  pre-emption  laws. 

The  reconsideration  did  not  prevail. 

The  S/tcalcer  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  tieasury,  in  obedience  fo  the 
resolution  of  the  24th  inst,  relative  to  the  treasury 
notes,  &c.  Of  the  contents  of  this  letter,  the  lof- 
lowinj  is  an  abstract  : 
Amount  of  notes  issued  on  the  24th 

instant  was  $7,116,638  75 

Amount    received    in    payment   of 

public  dues  to  24tli  instant  3,241,000 

Amount  of  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count   of    customs    during    last 

quarter  of  1S37  was  2,115,958  78 

On  account  of  public   l.nrds,   same 

lime  901,857  99 


erill'e  8th  February,  and  St.  Thomas  Sth  March. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  com- 
modore Elliott,  was  at  Mahon  when  the  Shark 
sailed.  The  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson, 
was  at  Cadiz,  January  19.     All  well. 

We  learn  from  Norfolk,  that  the  drstination  of 
the  United  States  ship  Columbia,  com.  Read,  1  as 
been  changed.  She  will  proceed  fo  the  Mediter- 
ranean instead  of  the  East  Indies;  the  Constitu- 
tion, com.  Elliot,  it  is  said,  will  return  to  the  Uiiittd 
Slates. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer,  of  Tuesday,  says : 
"The  house  of  delegates  made  (wo  more  steps 
yesterday. — They  passed  a  bill,  for  apnroprialiiio- 
3-5tlis  of'  jfl, 200,000  to  make  a  raih-oad  IVom  Fierl'- 
eritksburg  to  Alexandria — lliat  great  and  essential 
link  in  the  chain,  which  will  extend  fiom  Georgia 
to  Maine.  They  also  ordered  Ihe  bill  for  estah- 
lishing  the  great  south-western  railroad,  to  be  en- 
grossed." 

Iinprisormentfor  debt.  The  lower  house  of  the 
Ohio  legislature  has  passed  to  a  tliinl  reading-,  by 
a  vole  of  56  to  6,  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt. 

The  house  of  delegates  of  tlie  le^'islature  of 
.M.iryland,  by  a  vote  of  55  to  14,  has  passed  asim- 
ilar  measure. 

Maine.  John  D.  McCrafe,  esq.  of  Wiscasset, 
has  been  nominated  by  the  deinociatic  republicans 
of  Lincoln,  as  a  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley. 

Isaac  L.  Viirian  has  been  nominated  as  the 
whig  candidate  of  the  " /)fmocra/ic"  party  for  the 
office  of  Mavor  of  New  York. 
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OCJ-Tlie  pre.'sent  sheet  contains  tlie  larj^est  portion 
of  Mr.  Webster's  second  speech  on  the  snh-treusiiry 
bill.     It  will  be  conchideJ  in  our  nu.\l. 

no-  The  Hon.  haav  McKiin,  a  meinhi'r  of  the  house 
of  representatives  from  the  state  ol  Marylaml.  ilie.l 
at  his  loil^inss,  in  this  city,  on  Sunday  uiornlnr;  last. 
Mr.  McKim  was  a  native  anJ  resilient  of  the  cily  of 
JBdltimore,  anil  one  of  her  most  worthy,  active  ami 
enterprising  merchants.  His  commercial  enterprises 
were  eminently  successful,  and  he  dispensed  his 
great  wealth  with  the  most  cnlightenetl  liberality  : 
and  especially  in  the  erection  and  endowment  of  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  permanent  free  schools  in 
this  or  any  other  country. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  Baltimore  on  Tues- 
day last,  to  which  city  they  were  accompanied  by 
the  committee  of  the  house  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  a  large  number  of  representatives  and  sen- 
atora.  The  public  aulhorilies  of  Baltimore  and  the 
citizens  generally,  paid  every  respect  to  his  memory, 
and  all  seemed  impressed  with  the  great  loss  that 
community  has  sustained  by  his  death. 

Mb.  Veazey,  governor  of  Maryland,  was  in  Balti- 
more on  Thursday  last,  on  his  way  to  his  residence 
in  Cecil  county.  Whilst  in  Baltimore  he  received 
official  information  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  death  of  Mr.  McKim;  and,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Patriot,  he  has  decided  to  issue  his 
proclamation  for  a  new  election  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period — probably,  as  early  as  the  23th  inst. 

{([^-Mr.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  has  been 
e.xlremely  ill  for  several  days  past ;  but  it  gives  us 
creat  pleasure  to  state  that  lie  is  now  better  and  that 
hopes   are   entertained  of  his  recovery. 

(JC^General  Scott  is  still  in  this  cily.  General  Gaines 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  131h  ult.  in  the  steam 
boat  Alton  from  St.  Louis. 

C;i5-The  late  Edwird  D.  Bangs,  who  for  many 
years  has  filled  the  oiiice  of  secretary  of  state  in 
Massachusetts,  died  recently  at  his  residence  in 
Worcester. 

Ccl-The  general  appropriation  bill  was  finally 
passed  on  Thursday  last,  and,  having  been  signed  by 
the  president,  has  become  a  law. 

Treasury  Depart.hent,  April  2d,  1838. 
The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  the  1st  instant, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
12th  of  October,  1837,  amount  to  §7,467,349  72. 

It  appears  by  tlie  returns,  made  up  to  the  same  pe- 
riod, that  there   had   been    received  for  duties  and 
lands,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  about  $3, .50(1,000. 
Levi   Woodbury,  Sec'ij.  of  the  Treasury. 

Connecticut.  The  annual  election  took  place 
in  this  state  on  Monday  last.  The  New  Haven 
Herald  contains  returns  liom  all  the  counties  in  the 
state,  which  show  the  following  results. 


Ex-slierifl  Pailiiiis,  who  entered  upon  his  seventy-  .  The  manner  of  the  return,  Mr.  C.  argued  (in  sup- 
first  vear  a  few  davs  since,  has  been  uneondilionally  porting  this  niolion)  was  a  gros«  contempt  of  cflurt ; 
disch.ir"ed  ifroiii  jirison.  Five  long  years  he  has  for  the  postmaster  general  puts  himself,  in  his  reply 
spent  in  Bridewell,  in  tli 


(W 

hig.) 

(V.   B.) 

Whig 

Ell. 

worth. 

Beers. 

Majorities 

Hartford  county. 

4186 

2870 

1616 

New  London  co. 

30(j8 

2091 

977 

Windham  county. 

2409 

17oJ 

654 

Tolland  county. 

1376 

1214 

163 

New  Haven  count 

3399 

2624 

775 

Fairfield  county. 

26,)  4 

1603 

806 

Middlesex  county 

1000 

1019 

9 

Litchfield  couniy. 

3271 

277j 

496 

Whig  majority,  5535 

[In  1837,  the  aggregate  vote  for  governor  w;is 
23,805  for  the  Van  Buren  candidate,  and  21,508  for 
the  whig  candidate.] 

Senate. — Last  year  the  senate  was  composed  of 
seven  whigs  and  fourteen  Van  Buren  senators.  The 
senate  of  1333  will  consist  of  twenty  whig  senators 
and  one  Van  Buren  senator. 

House  of  Representalu'cs. — Last  year  the  house 
consisted  of  72  whirrs,  140  Van  Burenites— 2  vacan- 
cies—214  in  all.  This  year,  it  is  stated,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  house  will  be  whigs. 

Gin.  Win.  H.  Askkij,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Misscmri,  died   at  his  residence  on  the 
L-.::;iiie,  eight  miles  f.om  Boonsville,  on  the  26th  ult. 
Vol.  LIV— Sic.  6. 


lebtors'  ward,  for  reasons 
which  will  soon  appear  from  Ins  published  statement. 
The  publication  will  be  looked  fur  with  much  inter- 
est, which  we  shall  not  forestall  or  anticipate,  as  it 
is  already  in  pre-s.  One  thing  is  certain— he  will 
now  make  his  version  of  the  sloiy  heard.  [A'   Y.  Sun. 

Anton  Bcllermann  has  been  appointed  consul 
of  the  grand  iluke  of  Hesse,  for  tlje  nort  of  New- 
York ,  and  has  been  recognized  as  such  ny  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Clironicle  states,  that  the  re- 
port that  the  destination  of  the  frigate  Columbia,  from 
the  East  Indies  to  the  Mediterranean,  is  unfounded, 
and  that  she  will  shortly  s.iil,  in  company  with  the 
John  Adams,  for  her  original  destination. 

Philadelphia  Banks.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette  of  Thursday  says:—"  We  iindeislana  that 
the  banks  in  the  cily  of  Philadelphia  and  districts 
have  unanimously  decided  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
send  deleaates  to  the  adjourned  meelingat  New  York 
of  the  bank  convention,  on  the  11th  of   Ibis  month." 

The  Sull'olk  b.iuk  of  Boston  has  issued  the  follow- 
in;  circular: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Suffolk  bank, 
held  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  Saturday,  31st  March, 
1838,  it  was 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
board  that  it  is  ine.xpedieiit  for  the  banks  in  Boston 
to  resume  specie  payments,  unless  the  banks  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  will  resume  at  the  same  time. 

Volcd,  That  tiie  cashier  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the  convention,  to 
be  held  at  New  Y'ork  on  the  lltli  proximo,  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  vote,  and  to  send  a  copy  o(  the 
same  to  each  of  the  banks  in  this  cily. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  Bkeweh.  caslder. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  states  that  (lie  presidents 
of  the  Richmoiul  banks  will  attend  the  bank  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  New  York  on  the  Iltli  instant. 
The  same  paper  adds  that  "  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  the  convention  will  fix  upon  some  certain 
day  for  resumption.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  as  early 
as  the  banks  of  New  York  have  specified— possibly, 
it  may  be  some  months  later,  &.c." 

The  Mandamus.  In  conlorinily  with  the  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  Stockton  );4  Siokes  relators,  against  the  post- 
masfer  general,  a  writ  of  mandamus  was  on  Friday 
last,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, returnable  on  Tuesday  the  3d  inst.  To  that 
writ,  return  was  made  to  the  'court  on  Tuesday,  by 
the  following  endorsement  u|ioii  the  copy  of  the  writ 
served  upon  the  postmaster  general : 

Post  Okkice  Department,  April  3,  1838. 
Having  communicated  the  awards  of  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  relc-rred  to  in  the  williin  writ,  to  the 

aiiditorof  the  treasury,  for  the  post  office  department,    _  _ 

who  has  the  legal  custody  of  the  books  in  which  the  i  i|,e  following  from  the  pen  of  the  gallant  col.  Worth 
accounts  of  this  drpartincuit  are  kept,  I  have  received  '  [i\'.  }'  Courier  and  Euijuirer. 

from  him  official  information  that  the  balance  of  said  |  .;  The  Toronto  Patriot,  of  tin-  23d  inslani,  publish- 
awards,  viz.  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  (.^  „  letter  from  his  excellency  the  late  lieutenant go- 
seventy-lyvo  dollars  and  fortv-seven  cents,  {:J9,472  |  yernor  of  Upper  Canada,  to  tfie  minister  of  the  Bri- 
47,)  has  been  entered  to  the  "credit  of  the  claimants  |  ijsi,  government,  at  Washin/jton,  in  wliich  llie  actiom 
on  said  books.  of  major  general  Scott,  during  his  personal  superin- 

j  A.Mos  Kendall,  posimader  general.       lendence  of  the  military  operations  on  the  frontier. 

This  being  read  in  court —  recently  made  in  aid  of  the  civil  authoritie.«,  and  in 

I  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  for  the  plainiifls,  gave  notice  that  I  support  of  the  laws,  are  severely  criticised,  and  the 
I  he  should  on  the  following  day  move  to  quash  the  [  nwiives  of  that  distinguished  officer  called  in  ques- 
relurn  as  unsatlsfaclory  and  insufficient.  tion. 

!  [In  the  course  of  the  day  the  plaintiffs  received  at  "  In  the  same  remarkable  paper,  his  excellency  is 
1  the  treasury  the  principal  amount  of  the  award  made  pleased  to  contrast  and  commend  the  acis  of  another 
I  under  the  act  of  congress,  by  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 1  officer,  in  connexion  with  the  same  service,  w  ho,  of 
sury.  So,  to  this  ex'tent,  the  act  of  congress,  and  the  all  men  in  this  country,  must  derive  the  most  pain 
decree  of  'the  circuit  court,  affirmed  by  the  supreme  I  from  so  unjust  and  unnatural  a  position, 
court,  have  at  len  nh  been  carried  into  effect,  though  •'  Having  this  moment,  and  for  the  first  time,  seen 
not  Tcspecled,  diS  ?t  was  the  duly  of  the  postmaster  the  letter  of  his  excellency,  that  officer,  while  he 
general,  in  common  with  all  other  good  ami  orderly  volunteers  no  defence  of  conduct,  on  the  part  of  his 
citizens  of  the  Uruted  Slates,  to  have  respected,  first  distinguished  commander,  which  is  so  far  from  need- 
the  act  of  congress;  secondlv,  the  mandamus  of  the  ing  one,  deems  it  due  to  truth,  to  justice,  and  to  his 
circuit  court; "and,  thirdly,  the  decision  of  the  high-  personal  honor,  to  say,  that  what  his  excellency  has 
est  judicial  tribunal  1  been  pleased  to  visit  with  his  commendation,  w-xs  the 

"  Yesterday,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  given,    mere  and  literal  performance,  by  a  subaltern,  of  the 
Mr.  Coxe  made  a  motion  to  quash  the  return  upon   precise  orders  of  his  ch"-'- '"••J";  ^"""'^^J'J'?,"- 
the  writ  of  mandamus  against  the  postmaster  general. '      "  Astor  Hmsc,  N.  Y.,  29Ui  March,  1833. 


lo  the  writ,  on  the  very  ground  over-ruled  by  this 
court,  and  abandoned  by  his  own  counsel  before  the 
su|ii'eme  court.  The  court,  he  said,  could  hardly 
consider  the  return  sufficient,  without  admitting  that 
the  postmaster  general  was  right  in  his  original 
ground,  and  that  the  court  was  wrong  in  deciding 
against  it.  That  the  tenor  of  this  reply  on  the  part  ol 
the  postmaster  general  was  entirely  iiiconsistfii!  i»:tl' 
his  own  pre\iou3  action  ;  Cor  that  when  the  aw  -ird  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  under  the  act  of  congress, 
first  came  into  his  hands,  he  undertook  to  give  in- 
structions how, and  to  what  extent,  the  award  should 
be  executed  by  the  auditor,  and  it  was  not  until  a 
fortnight  alU'r  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in 
the  case,  that  he  found  out  he  had  nothing  to  do  willi 
it,  and  that  the  auditor  had  exclusi\c  control  over  it. 
Mr.  C.  further  suggested  that,  with  regard  to  lliis 
matter,  the  postmaster  general  had  not  ccrtifieu  any 
one  thing  which  the  writ  of  mandamus  required  him 
to  certify.  This,  however,  he  saiil,  was  a  mattrrfbr 
the  court  itself  to  decide  upon,  in  which  the  relators 
had  r.o  infirest,  further  than  to  see  the  dignity  of  Ihe 
court  sustained. 

On  the  part  of  the  relators,  lie  maintained  that  in 
point  of  suostance  the  return  w.as  wholly  insuHicient 
because,  it  had  been  now  only  certified  that  a  bal- 
ance was  due  which  had  been  reported  lo  be  due 
sixteen  or  seventeen  months  ago,  say  in  November, 
183S.  The  award  made  by  thu  solicitor  comprehen- 
ded the  interest  due  on  the  balance  up  to  the  d,ite  of 
Ihe  award.  The  postmaster  general  objected  to  the 
award  of  the  solicitor,  that  he  had  transcended  Ihe 
authority  of  Ihe  act  of  congress,  and  one  of  the  spe- 
cific objeclions  was  the  allowing  of  interest  on  these 
claims.  This  court,  by  decidi.ig  that  the  solicitor 
hail  not  transcended  his  jurisdiction,  and  the  supreme 
court  by  the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  same  doc- 
trine, had  decided  that  the  plaintifis  were  entitled  to 
interest,  and,  consequently,  the  payments  that  have 
been  made,  including  interest  only  to  November, 
1S3G,  are  payments  on  account,  and  not  in  full  com- 
pliance with  the  writ  of  mandamus. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  Mr.  Coxe  moved  lo 
quash  the  return  as  insufficient. 

The  court  took  time  to  consider  the  motion. 

[.Va(.  Intel,  of  Thursday. 

Gen.  SroTT.  The  Toronto  Palrint  contains  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  from  sir  Francis  B.  Head,  written 
previous  to  his  departure  from  Upper  Canada,  to  the 
British  minister  at  Washington.  The  intemperate 
spirit  it  displays  will,  we  are  convinced,  be  properly 
rebuked  by  his  government,  Ihe  prime  minister,  loid 
Melbourne,  ha\ing  already  found  it  necessary,  in  the 
house  of  lorils,  to  plead  in  extenuation  of  the  lan- 
guage of  a  former  communication  of  sir  Francis 
Head,  his  fondness  for  an  epigrammatic  style  of  wri- 
ting. It  is  r.ot  required  of  us  lo  defend  the  conduct 
of  gen.  Scott  against  the  censures  of  a  foreigner. 
The  approval  of  his  countiy,  which  it  has  and  ever 
had,  will  he  all-sufficient  for  him;  we  therefore  con- 
fine ourselves,  in  this  respect,  to  the  publication  of 
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From  the  Globe  of  Monday  night,  the  2(ith  ull. 

THE  BILL  FOR  AN  INDEPENDENT  TREA- 
SURY. 
The   important  bill  to  render  the  treasury  inde- 
pendent of  banks  passed  fo-day  by  a  majority  of 
two  votes. 

We  reo-ret  to  see  that  it  lost  some  of  its  warmest 
supporters,  in  con.sequence  of  one  or  two  amend- 
ments, which  were  introduced  before  the  vote  was 
taken. 

In  order  that  thu  community  may  understand 
the  effect  of  those  amendments,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  a  few  explanatory  re- 
marks may  be  useful. 

When  most  of  the  banks  in  the  country,  last 
spring  suspended  specie  payments,  and  thus  with- 
held the  public  money,  a  separation  of  the  keeping 
of  that  money  in  future  from  the  use  and  discounts 
of  the  banks  appeared  to  have  become  indispen- 
sable, not  only  lor  its  salcty,  but  for  the  prompt, 
efficient,  and  faithful  j)aynie]it  of  the  public  credi- 
tors. 

This  was  the  leading  object  to  be  attained.  The 
bill  reported  last  September,  at  the  special  session, 
applied  to  this  purpose  alone.  It  provided  for  a 
total  divorce  between  the  treasury  and  tU^  banks, 
so  far  as  regarded  the  use  of  the  public  money,  and 
there  stopped. 

Another  desirable  object  to  be  attained  was  an 
improvement  in  the  currency,  as  well  as  in  the 
mode  of  keeping  the'" public  monej". 

Many  were  anxious  to  increase  still  more  the 
specie  portion  of  it,  and  in  order  to  effect  that 
gradually  and  extensively,  to  introduce  legal  pro- 
visions, rendering  it  imperative,  in  time,  to  receive 
only  specie  in  payment  of  all  public  tiues. 

This  would  leave  the  states  and  individuals  to 
continue  to  receive  what  they  deemed  proper,  but 
would  take  away  the  discretion  before  exercised 
by  the  putilic  officers  of  the  general  government, 
under  the  acts  of  congress  of  1789  and  1820,  as  well 
as  the  joint  resolution  of  181C,  to  receive  bank 
paper  when  deemed  safe. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Calhoun,  instead  of  ofr(?ring  a 
separate  bill  lor  that  object,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  for  keeping  the  public  money,  which 
directed  that  the  kind  of  money  received  should, 
in  time,  be  specie  alone. 

This  amendment  then  prevailed  in  the  senate; 
but  the  bill,  so  amended,  \\as  laid  on  the  table,  arid 
not  acted  on  finally  in  the  house  of  repicsentatives. 
At  this  session  the  committee  reported  the  bill, 
incorporating  into  it  a  clause  similar  to  that  amend- 
ment, instead  of  leaving  it  to  be  offered  as  an 
amendment,  or  leaving  the  kind  of  money  to  be 
legislated  on  in  a  separate  bill.  The  senate  have 
now  stricken  that  provision  out. 

This  leaves  the  bill,  on  principle,  as  it  originally 
stood  in  September,  when  first  reported  by  the  com- 
niittee.  It  is  confined  entirely  to  the  saie-keeping 
of  the  public  money,  or  to  the  divorce  between  the 
treasury  and  banks. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  is  a  new 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  requiring  that 
the  same  kind  of  money  shall  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  but  not  prescribing  what  that  kind  of 
money  shall  be.  That  is  left  to  the  former  laws 
and  resolutions  of  congress — construed,  as  they 
always  have  been,  by  tile  executive,  the  treasury, 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  attorney  general, 
that  it  must  be  specie;  except  where  congress  has 
otherwise  directed  as  to  treasury  notes,  or  United 
States  bank  notes,  and  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
executive  or  the  treasury  department,  some  other 
medium  was  safe,  and  equivalent  to  specie. 

We  are  free  to  say,  that,  in  regard  to  this  last 

to]iic,  our  own  views  are,  that  too  much  discretion 

■    is  now  confided  to  the  executive,  and  that  congress 

.     would  act  wisely  to  further  limit  and  regulate  that 

discretion. 

We  think  there  was  much  soundness  in  general 
Jackson's  objections  to  Mr.  Bives's  bill  on  this 
point  in  1837;  that  it  did  notlexplicitly  state  «  hcther 
the  choice  as  to  the  payment  of  bank  notes  or  spe- 
cie was  to  be  given  to  the  debtor,  and  thus  the 
treasury  be  obliged  to  take,  in  Missouri,  the  bank 
notes  of  Delaware,  though  at  such  a  distance,  and 
much  under  par;  or  to  be  given  to  the  public  offi- 
cer, and  he  be  required  to  take  bank  notes  only 
when  at  par  where  offered,  and  when  convertible 
into  specie  without  discount  or  delay. 

Such,  only,  in  our  humble  opinion,  should  have 
been  any  new  regulalion,  as  to  bank  notes.  Such, 
and  going  further  in  future,  and  in  gradual  propor- 
tions, until  the  public  dues  are  all  conducted  in  a 
constitutional  currency,  we  hope  will  be  some  new 
legislation  at  the  present  session,  in  a  separate  bill, 
or  in  connection  with  some  other  appropriate  act. 
We  know  that  inherent  difficulties  and  differences 
of  opinion  exist  on  this  point.    We  are  charitable 


toothers  who  di.sagree,  and  ask  only  a  like  courtesy 
in  return. 

As  specie  was  not,  by  Mr.  Calhoun's  amend- 
ment, required  absolutely  to  be  taker<  at  all  till 
1S88,  and  then  only  in  gradual  proportions  lor  five 
or  six  years,  there  is  still  ample  time  to  legislate 
in  favor  of  this  or  some  similar  measure  at  the  pre- 
sent or  the  next  session. 

The  mode  of  efi'ecting  the  object  is  of  little  con- 
sequence, compared  with  the  importance  of  the 
object  itself 

But  we  sincerely  hope  that  it  will  in  due  season 
be  effected.  We  tiust  that  a  larger  portion  of  spe- 
cie will  gradually  and  inflexibly  be  required  in 
public  payments.  We  have  no  doubt  it  would  ope- 
rate in  a  salutary  manner  on  the  whole  currency 
of  the  country,  and  essentially  tend  to  prevent  over- 
issues and  explosions. 

The  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  reaches  and  cures  one 
evil — the  unnatural  and  injurious  connection  be- 
tween the  money  in  the  treasury  and  the  private 
loans  of  the  banks.  It  is  very  perfect  in  that  re- 
spect, and  allows  no  special  deposites  to  be  made, 
except  in  specie  or  treasury  notes.  Frequent  set- 
tlements with  the  banks  of  any  of  their  notes  taken, 
and  not  soon  paid  out,  would  tend  to  check  ex- 
cesses, and  will  doubtless  be  the  practice. 

But,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  views  of  others 
from  whom  we  have  the  misfortune  to  differ,  we 
should  be  happy  to  see  more  specie  in  use,  impera- 
tively required  by  express  law.  We  like  the  hon- 
est face  of  an  eagle  or  half-eagle,  and  even  of  old 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Macon's  favorite  silver  doUa-r. 

We  trust  more  will  be  done  on  this  point,  either 
in  a  sepai-ate  bill,  or  by  an  amendment  to  some 
other  bill,  before  congi'ess  adjourns. 

Much  will  be  gained  by  accomplishing  one  great 
object — the  independent  keeping  of  the  public 
money.  We  feel  gratified  at  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess ill  that,  and  are  not  inclined  to  under-estimate 
or  reject  one  blessing,  as  to  an  independent  trea- 
sury, because  we  are  unable  to  obtain  another,  at 
the  same  moment,  in  respect  to  the  currency. 

But  this  other  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  obtained 
soon,  if  not  at  this  session.  Public  sentiment  is 
aroused,  and  is,  we  believe,  sound  on  that,  as  well 
as  on  the  independent  treasury.  Whateverobstacles 
may  be  interposed  by  the  managementof  interested 
politicians  out  of  doors,  or  whatever  honest  doubts 
may  be  entertained  as  to  the  people's  views  by  any 
of  their  representatives  in  either  house,  we  can  see 
a  tide  swelling  over  the  whole  country,  and  gradu- 
ally reaching  every  hill  and  valley,  in  favor  of  a 
sound  and  constitutional  currency.  The  public  are 
sick  to  the  heart  of  paper — paper — mere  paper. 
They  abhor  depreciations  and  the  whole  race  of 
shin-jdastcrs,  and  want  something  solid,  valuable 
and  safe. 

SUPPOSED  SUB-TREASURY  VOTE  IN  1S35. 
Correction  of  error  in  the  Globe  of  March  22,  1838. 

In  the  house  of  represcniiitives,  March  23.  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Vermont,  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
house,  sent  to  the  chair  the  Globe  of  last  evening 
(March  22)  from  which  the  clerk  read  as  follows: 

"On  the  lUh  February,  1835,  when  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  for 
regulating  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  local  banks  was  before  the  house 
of  represenlattves,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  the  com- 
.millee  of  \\ays  and  means  so  to  amend  the  same  as 
to  dispense  with  the  agency  or  instrumentality  of 
banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government. 

"In  favor  of  this  motion  the  votes  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  are  I'ecorded  on  the  journal  (page 
359)'in  the  aflirmative: 

"Messrs.  JohnQ.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnilz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies.  Beale, 
Beatty,  Bell.  Binnev,  Briggs,  Burges,  Campbell, 
Chambers,  Chillou,  'Claiborne,  Clarke,  Clayton, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Crocket,  Darlington,  Davis, Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Filmore,  Foster,  Gamble,  Garland,  Ghol- 
son,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Grayson,  Grenncll,  Griffin, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardi'n,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Hiester,  William  Jackson,  Ebenezer  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones, Letcher, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Marlindale,  Marshal,  Mc- 
Comas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miner, 
Mooie,  Philli|.s,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Steele,  Wil- 
liam P.  Taylor.  Tompkins.  Trumbull,  Tweedy. 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wil- 
son, Wise,  and  Young." 

Mr.  Hall  said  he  would  not  ask  for  the  further 
reading  of  the  paragraph.  The  article  proceeded 
to  state  that  the  gentlemen  whose  names  had  just 
been  read,  himself  among  the  number,  having  tiius, 
in    1835,  voted  in   favor   of  dispensing  with   the 


agency  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment, were  now.  in  1838,  opposing  a  measure  of 
the  same  character;  and  then  followed  a  disserta- 
tion upon  "federal  patriotism,"  "federal  consist- 
ency," tec.  &.C.  with  which  it  was  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  house.  Mr.  H.  said  a  statement  simi- 
lar to  that  in  the  Globe  had  been  published  in  some 
of  the  papers  in  his  own  state,  and  his  object  now 
was  to  set  the  matter  right  before  his  constituents 
and  the  eountry.  He  never  did,  on  that  or  any 
other  occasion,  give  any  such  vote  as  that  repre- 
sented in  the  Globe.  In  order  to  meet  the  evi- 
dence fully,  he  would  call  lor  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  to  which  the  article  in  the  Globe  referred. 
The  journal  was  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk,  33 
follows; 

"The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(No.  5C31  regulating  the  deposite  of  money  of  the 
United  States  in  certain  local  banks.  The  ques- 
tion recurred  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son, that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  so  to 
amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  witli  the  agency  or 
instrumentality  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  government. 

And,  alter  debate,  the  question  was  put  on  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  for  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— Yeas  91,  nays  115." 

Mr.  H.  said  the  journal  might  perhaps  be  con- 
sidered sustaining  the  view  taken  by  the  Globe; 
but  he  should  show  that  the  journal,  if  it  bore  such 
a  construction,  was  erroneous.  The  fact  was,  no 
vote  whatever  was  taken  on  the  instructions  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson,) 
but  the  vote  which  is  recorded  on  the  journal  was 
taken  on  the  naked  question  of  recommitting  the 
bill  to 'the  committee  of  ways  and  means— no  vote 
uhatcver  having  been  taken  on  the  instructions. 

Before  the  vote  on  Mr.  Robertson's  proposition 
was  put,  Mr.  Filmore,  of  New  York,  required,  as 
any  member,  by  the  rules  ol  the  house,  had  a  right 
to  do,  that  the  question  of  commitment  should  be 
separated  from  the  question  of  instructions,  and, 
the  question  being  divided,  the  votes  for  commit- 
ment were,  yeas  91,  nays  115;  the  91  ayes  being 
the  same  fjen'tlemen whose  names  are  given  in  the 
Globe.  The  motion  to  commit  being  lost,  no  ques- 
tion could  possibly  be  put  on  the  instructions.  In 
proof  of  the  facts'just  stated,  Mr.  H.  read  extracts 
from  the  three  daily  papers  then  published  in  Wash- 
ington, giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
day.     The  extracts  were  as  follows; 

"The  question  being  on  ]\Ir.  Robertson's  motion 
to  recommit  the  (deposite)  bill  to  the  commilteeof 
ways  and  means,  with  instructions,  ^c.  Mr.  Fil- 
more asked  lor  a  division  of  the  question  to  recom- 
n.it  with  instructions.  The  question  wss  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  had  been  previously 
ordered,  on  the  motion  to  recommitthe  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — Yeas  91,  nays  115." — Globe, 
Feb.  12,  1835. 

"Mr.  Filmore  called  for  a  division  ol  the  ques- 
tion, and  which,  having  been  put  on  that  part  of 
the  motion,  viz;  'to  recommit  the  bill,'  the  motion 
was  rejected— Yeas  91,  nays  115."— Tclegrapli, 
Feb.  12,  1835. 

"Mr.  Filmore  now  demanded  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  put;  first,  simply 
on  recommitment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows,  viz:  Yeas  91,  nays  115.'  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  recom.mit  the  bill." — Intelligencer, Feb.  12, 
1835. 

Mr.  Hall  said  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house  to  this  subject,  who,  on  exami- 
nation, had  ascertained  that  a  memorandum  of  the 
fact  of  Mr.  Fihnnre's  requiring  a  division  had  been 
made  on  the  minute  book  kept  at  the  clerk's  desk 
on  that  day,  but  that,  by  inadvertance,  a  notice  of 
the  division  was  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  writing 
out  the  journal.  The  facts  he  now  stated  would 
appear  Iroin  a  correspondence  he  had  held  with  the 
clerk,  which  was  now  I'ead  as  follows. 

House  of  Represcntuiivcs  United  Stales, 
December  19,  1837. 
Srn:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  Ihis 
day's  date.     I  handed  it  over  for  answer  to  Mr. 
Biiich,  the  chief  clerk  of  my  office,  who  writes  up 
the  journal  of  the  house. 

That  ansuer  I  herewith  enclose;  and  am,  with 
the  most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WALTER  S.  FRANKLIN, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reps.  U.   S. 
Hon.  HiLAND  H.4LL,  Hovseof  Reps.  U.  S. 

Office  House  of  Representatives  United  States, 

December  19,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  hon.  Hiland 

Hall,  of  this  date,  addressed  to  you,  and  which  you 

have  referred  to  me,  in  vN'hich  he  states  that  "it; 
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appears  from  Ih-:;  printed  journal  of  the  house  of 
February  11,  1S35,  the  bill  regulating  the  ileposite 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  certain  local 
bariivs  being  under  consideration,  that  a  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  that  the 
said  bill  be  recoininitled  to  the  eornmittec  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same 
as  to  dispense  witli  the  agency  of  banks;  and  that, 
on  the  question  to  recomniit  wilh  such  instructions, 
the  yeas  were  91,  nays  113;  and  suggesting  that 
there  is  some  error  in  llie  printed  journal,  as  he  is 
confident  he  did  not  give  such  a  vote,  I  make  the 
following  explanatory  statement; 

I  have  referred  to  the  printed  journal  of  the  11th 
of  February,  1835,  and  lind  it  stated  that  the  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  mentioned  by 
'Mr.  Hall,  and  that  the  question  recurred  on  the 
'motion  made  by  Mr.  Uoberlson  on  the  preceding 
day,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  conimitltee 
of  ways  ami  means,  with  the  instructions  so  to 
I  amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  with  tlie  agency  or 
linstrumentality  of  hanks  in  the  fiscal  operaliorls  of 
the  government,  and  that  tlic  question  was  put  on 
the  motion  for  "rccominilineni  a/the  bill,''  and  was 
decided  as  iMr.  Hall  hassta'ted — Yeas  itl,  nays  115. 
The  entry  does  not  show,  as  is  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Hall's  letter,  that  the  instiuctions  were  involved  in 
the  vote,  nor  was  it  intended  to  show  it. 

I  have  also  referred  to  the  short  notes  or  minutes 
taken  by  you  at  the  table  in  the  house:  from  these 
it  appears  that  immediately  previous  to  the  putting 
the  question,  Mr.  Filmore,  of  New  York,  called  for 
a  division,  so  as  that  the  question  be  put  separately 
on  recjiiuitilliiig  iiiii  on  the  instructions. 

Mr.  FiImioib's  call  for  tlie  division  is  not  stated 
on  the  printed  journal,  but  there  it  is  distinctly  sta- 
ted that  the  question  was  on  recommitment;  tliat 
question  failing,  the  separate  question  on  the  in- 
structions could  not,  consequenlly,  be  put. 

The  only  error,  if  error  it  is,  is  in  the  omission  to 
set  Ibrth  Mr.  Filmore's  call  for  the  division;  this 
is  sometimes  done,  as  the  entries  themselves  com- 
monly show  the  fart  that  a  question  had  been  di- 
vided; in  the  present  case, the  question  is  expressly 
stated  to  have  been  on  the  recommitment.  If  the 
question  had  involved  more  than  the  recommitment, 
the  entry  would  have  gone  on  to  say,  uith  the  in- 
structions aforesnid.  If  the  question  on  the  recom- 
mitment had  been  decided  in  the  atHnnative  instead 
of  the  negative,  the  question  would  then  have  been, 
af  course,  put  on  the  instructions;  which  would 
have  made  it  apparent  that  the  question  had  been 
divided.  Ill  wntiiig  up  the  journal,  often  at  a  late 
■  at  night,  the  did'erent  views  which  it  seems 
now  may  be  taken  of  the  subject  did  not  occur  to 
me;  and  hence,  to  save  what  I  then  deemed  super- 
llous  »riti:ig,  the  omission  to  enter  the  call  for  the 
division  of  the  question. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BUUCH. 

Col.  Walter  S.  Fh.\xkli.v, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reps.  U.  S. 

Mr.  H.  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  on  the  clerk. 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  omission  was 
"anintentional,  and  the  explanation  of  the  clerk  v\'as 
perfectly  satisfactory.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  be  mis- 
anderstood  in  any  other  particular.  In  making  this 
ixplanation  of  his  own  vote,  he  did  not  mean  to 
ntimate  an  opinion  that  if,  on  the  occasion  referred 
o,  he  had  voted  to  recommit  the  bill  wilh  the  in- 
'tructions,  tliat  it  would  necessarily  follow  lie  was 
n  favor  of  passing  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  in- 
itructioris.  On  the  contrary,  he  knew  that  it  was  a 
egitimate  and  parliamentary  mode  of  making  op- 
losition  to  a  measure,  to  endeavor  to  amend  it  in 
luch  manner  that  it  would  lose  the  support  of  its 
jriginal  friends,  and  become  unsatisfactory  to  all 
iides  of  the  house.  He  might  have  given  such  vote, 
hough  opposed  to  a  bill  of  the  character  specified 
n  the  instructions,  as  the  most  elfectual  means  of 
tefeating  the  bill  then  under  consideration.  And 
here  were,  doubtless,  other  grounds  on  which  a 
rote  on  a  collateral  question  of  this  de5cri|dion 
night  be  given,  without  any  intention  of  support- 
ng  the  bill  when  it  had  assumed  its  amended  form. 
3ut  he  would  not  dwell  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  occupy 
he  time  of  the  house  in  commenting  on  the  evi- 
lenco  h'.'  had  introduced  to  show  the  falsity  of  the 
statement  in  the  Globe.  He  had  shown,  he  trusted, 
0  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  house,  that  in  giv- 
ng  his  vote  on  the  11th  of  February,  1835,  in  favor 
if  reco;nmitting  a  bill,  to  which  he  was  opposed, 
0  the  committee  which  had  reported  it — the  ques- 
ion  being  simply  "shall  the  bill  be  committed?"  he 
iad  not  voted,  as  had  been  represented  in  that  paper, 
■  'in  favor  of  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  banks  in 
he  fiscal  operalio.is  of  the  government;"  in  fact, 
lad  not  voted  at  all  on  that  question,  and  for  one  of 


the  best  reasons  in  the  world,  that  no  such  r/iies/ion 
had  been  put.  The  object  he  had  in  in  view  being 
thus  answered,  he  would  detain  the  house  no  longer. 


REPORT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  TREA- 
SURY. 

HOUSE    OF    RF.ritESKNTATIVK-i,    MAncl!    2:t,  1838. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng,  from  the  coiiiiiiittee  of  ways  and 
means,  submitted  the  lidlow  iiig  report: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means  submit  the 
following  report  on  the  probable  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  15>3S: 

liy  the  act  of  October  last,  the  ten  millions  of 
treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  is.-ued  were  made 
receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands,  ami  for  du- 
ties. More  than  three  millions  of  these  notes  have 
been  nlre;uly  returned  in  lieu  of  revenue,  and  it  is 
probable  that,  under  the  operation  of  this  provision. 
I  a  very  large  reduciion  will  be  made  in  the  revenue 
|of  the  piesent  year,  which  must  be  provided  for, 
[either  bv  an  authority  to  reissue  the  treasury  notes 
received,  or  by  an  issue  of  otheis  in  their  place. 

The  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service  still 
calls,  as  it  has  done  lor  some  years  past,  for  extra- 
ordinary appropriations  for  removal,  subsistence, 
and  hostilities.  The  annual  estimates  submitted  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  December  last,  em- 
braced no  estimate  of  the  amount  which  would  be 
required  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  1838.  There  was  drawn  from  the 
treasury  duriiiffthe  last  year  for  these  expenditures 
$j.(iOO,0(IO,  and  of  the  million  appropriated  at  this 
session  for  this  branch  of  the  service,  .'S;!)(>0,000  at 
least  were  paid  lor  the  arrearages  of  1837;  making 
.•tfti, 500,000  for  that  year.  The  estimates  of  the 
war  department,  already  submitted  to  the  house, 
for  the  expenses  of  preventing  and  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities  in  1838,  amount  to  f:;,i,2t)o,0ll0.— 
An  extraoidinaiy  appropriation  has  been  also  re- 
quired, and  has  been  authorized,  of  $625,000,  for 
the  protection  of  our  Canadian  frontier.  Notwilb- 
standing  these  additional  estimates,  the  current  re- 
sources of  the  year  would,  with  proper  economy, 
be  equal  to  all  the  demands  upon  the  treasury, 
whether  for  ordinary  or  extraordinary  purposes, 
but  for  two  prvisions  of  the.  treasury-note  act  re- 
ferred to;  the  one  authorizing  their  receipt  in  pay- 
ment of  )uiblic  dues,  and  the  other  prohibiting  the 
treasury  Irom  re-issuing  them.  The  result  is,  that 
they  are  returned  to  the  treasury  almost  as  fast  as 
Ihey  are  issued;  and,  before  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  revenue  might  be  thus  reduced  to  the  amount 
of  .'g;10,000,0(iO. 

If  the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  act  of  Oc- 
tober last  were  not  receivable  in  payment  of  public 
dues,  the  following  statements  would  exhibit  the 
condition  of  our  finances  for  the  present  year: 

Stale  of  the  Treasury  on  the  ls<  January  la$l. 
The  amount  which  stood,  on  that 

day,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasur- 
er, exclusive  of  the  SI,  100,000  of 

unavailable  funds  of  long  stand- 


ing, was 

Deduct  the  drafts  of 
the  treasurer,  prior 
to  the  1st  January, 
on  the  late  deposite 
banks,  and  on  all 
other  depositories, 
on  account  of  the 
above  balance  1 

Deposites    with     the 


.■S:36,-la 


,1.31  27 


I  linct  adjustments  of  this  balance  made  at  the  de- 
partment. The  preceding  statement  includes  all 
the  reluriisof  public  money  known  to  the  treasurer 
on  the  1st  of  January,  and  all  his  drafts  )irior  to 
that  date,  whether  they  had  been  presented  at  the 
various  depositories,  or  were  still  in  circulation. — 
This  gives  the  correct  view  of  the  balance  which 
the  treasurer  could  on  that  day  draw  for,  and  is 
made  the  basis  of  our  financial  estimates  for  each 
year.  Subsequent  to  that  adjustment,  the  amounts 
have  been  received  from  the  various  depositories  to 
the  enri  of  the  year,  which  exhibit  a  balance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  lre;isurr.  including  the  deposites  with 
the  states,  of  S'SJ.itti  1,872  7!),  instead  of  §31,910,- 
430  85;  making  an  apparent  dillerence  of  more 
than  one  million  of  dollars  This  is  easily  ex- 
plained. Of  the  drafis  drawn  by  the  treasurer  be- 
loie  the  1st  of  January,  and  deducted  in  the  fore- 
going statement,  $740,000  had  not  been  presented 
and  paid  jirior  to  that  dale,  and  arc  ccnseqiicntly 
nut  eharmd  in  the  accounts  of  the  depositories, 
IIioukIi  cri  ilitrd  by  the  treasurer  as  outslaiidinir. — 
Ami  th.  rr  had  been  depiisitid  before  the  1st  ol  Jan- 
uary $2811,000  of  public  money,  of  which  no  re- 
turns had  been  received  by  the  treasurer  when  the 
hahnice  was  ascertained  at  the  treasur)',  on  the  1st 
of  January  last.  These  two  items,  amounting  to 
$1,020,000,  constitute  the  dlHerence  between  the 
two  statements.  Our  estimates  must  always  be 
founded  on  the  balance  as  ascertained  at  the' trea- 
sury at  any  particular  period,  and  not  on  the  ac- 
cou;.ts  of  the  depositories,  which  exclude  all  out- 
standing ilialts,  and  include  moneys  not  reported  to 
the  de])arlnient. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  there  was  to  the 
credit  of  the  post  oflice  department,  on  the  <st  of 
January,  .$457,H33  8G;  which  under  the  act  of 
1830,  is  not  blended  wilh  other  money  in  the  trea- 
sury, but  is  belli  for,  and  exclusively  ajiplied  to,  the 
service  ol  that  deparlinenl. 

Besides  these  resources,  the  treasury  held  four 
millions  of  postponed  custom-house  bonds,  and  six 
millions  of  United  States  bank  bonds,  exclusive  of 
interest.  These,  with  the  balances  in  the  treasury, 
in  the  mint,  and  due  from  the  late  deposite  hanks, 
made  an  aggregate  of  more  than  sixteen  millions, 
independent  ol  the  unavailable  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions deposited  with  the  states. 

The  following  are  the  estimated  resources  of  the 
year; 
Balance  in  the  treasury,  applicable 

to  public  expenditures,  say  -  .$500,000  00 
Treasury  notes,  not  issued  on  the 

1st  January  last  -       7,000,000  00 

Probable  amount  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  the  late  deposite 
banks,  exclusive  of  tlie  amount 
drawn  for  prior  lo  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, and  includes  the  July  instal- 


ment      .  .  -  . 

Bond  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  interest  due  the  1st 
October  ... 

Custom-house  bonds  postponed     • 

Revenue  from  customs 

Revenue  from  lands 


2,000,000  00 


Slates 


28,101,644  91 


Balance  undrawn  loron  Jan.  1,  1?38  $6,838,783  94 


Composed  of  the  following  items: 
Balance  due  from  the 

late  deposite  banks  6,423,121  87 
Deduct  the  drafts  which 

had  been  drawn  prior 

to  the  1st  January        1,011,737  36 


i  Amount  in  the  treasuiy  held  in  trust 

i      for  indemnities,  investments  for  In- 

I      dian  tribes,  ifcc. 

!      Balance,  viz. 

'  In  the  mint,  for  the  spe- 
cial   service    of    that 

'      establishment  -     385,560  92 

Applicable  topublic  ex- 
penditures -     469,653  51 


2,300,000  00 
4,000,000  00 
13,000,000  00 
3,000,000  00 

$31,800,000  00 

The  first  item  of  charges  upon  the  treasury  is  the 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  pre- 
ceding and  former  years,  whicii  had  not  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  last. 
1  Two  dillerent  statements  are  made  bythedrpart- 
29,616,368  33  j  nienls  of  these  unexpended  balances:  one  is  made 
at  tiie  second  comptroller's  office,  the  other  at  the 
register's.  The  former  includes  the  requisition  as 
soon  as  they  issue  from  the  departments,  the  latter 
the  warrants  after  they  are  issued  upon  the  requi- 
sitions. The  consequence  is  a  constanl  and  mate- 
rial variation.  The  statements  of  these  unex- 
pended balances,  annually  transmitted  by  the  war 
I  anil  navy  departments,  are  of  the  requisitions  upon, 
I  and  not  of,  money  actually  drawn  from  the  tiea- 
,411,361  51  '  sury.  They  also  embrace  the  balances  which  will 
1  have  been  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years, 
and  which  go  to  the  surplus  fund  at  the  close  of  the 
572,207  00  I  year.     The  register's  statement  exhibits  the  amount 


.$6,838,783  94 


To  prevent  erroneous  estimates,  founded  u|)on 
treasury  statements  which  are  apparently  contra- 
dictory, it  is  proper  to  add  that  there  are  two  dis- 


...ning  actually  undrawn  from  the  treasurv' at 

the  close  of  the  year,  and  of  the  amount  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund;  the  former  amounted  to  $16,623- 
845  65,  and  the  latter  to  $643,459  24;  leaving  a 
balance  of  $16,080,366  41  of  umlrawn  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  treasury  on  the  1st  day 
of  January  last. 

CAorges  upon  the  treasury  for  the  present  year. 
Appropriations  not  drawn  from  the 

treasury  on  1st  January 
Appropriations  under   permanent 

laws        .  .  -  • 

Civil  and  diplomatic 


$16,080,000 


2.260.000 
3,200,000 
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Army 
Navy 

Deduct  the  following  unex- 
pended balances,  wtiicli 
are  iiicliided  in  the  above 
§lie,OS0,OOO,  and  vvhicU 
are  to  be  substituted  for, 
and  deducted  Irom,  the 
appropiiations  for  the  year 
1838,  viz. 
For  pay  -     $1,000,000 

provisions  150,000 

repairs  of  ves- 
sels in  o]"di- 
nary  50,000 

gradual    im- 
provement   1,50(1,000 


.     $5,760,000 


4,020,000 


2,700,000 

Indian  annuities,  removal  of 
tribes,  &,c. 

Pensions      -  -  -   2,050,000 

Deduct  the  amount  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  pen- 
sion agents  to  pay  pen- 
sions which  have  been  due 
and  unclaimed  more  than 
six  months,  stated  to  be 
$710,000,  to  be  hereafter 
applied  to  the  payment  of 
other  pensions,  say,  avail- 
able -  -  -    $oo<)fi*^ 

oads    - 


Cumberland  and  other 
Harbors  and  rivers 
West  Point  academy    - 
Fortifications    -  -  -  - 

Indian  hostilities 

Canadian  frontier  -  -  - 

Extraordinary  appropriations  by  con- 
gress ,  .  .  - 

$43,230,000 
Of  which  there  will  probable  remain 

undrawn  at  the  close  of  the  year  -  11,000,000 
Probable   amount  of  charges  upon  the 

treasury  in  183S        -  -  $32,230,000 


1,500,000 
670,000 

1,430,000 
150, OuO 
850,000 

6,265,000 
625,000 

1,000,000 


If  all  the  foregoing  appropriations  are  authorized 
by  congress,  the  demands  ujion  the  treasury  might 
exceed  the  receipts  about  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
independent  of  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  revenue.  But  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tions, makes  it  necessary  to  restrict  new  appropri- 
ations, as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to  such 
amounts  as  may  be  expended  within  the  year  or 
early  in  the  next.  They  have  not  been  hitherto 
made  sufficiently  with  a  view  to  the  current  ex- 
penditure of  the  year.  Large  sums  have  been  ap- 
propriated, whether  the  money  would  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  in  one  or  more  years.  At  the 
present  time,  when  almost  all  our  officers  are  em- 
ployed in  active  military  service,  many  of  our  pub- 
lic works  cannot  be  prosecuted  with  advantage. 
Some  of  these  appropiiations,  if  authorized,  must 
consequently  remain  almost  wholly  enexpeiided 
during'  the  present  year.  Some  may,  therefore, 
be  suspended,  and  others  reduced  to  the  extent  of 
one  or  two  millions,  without  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  as  it  is  impracticable,  at  this  time,  to 
devote  to  these  branches  of  our  expendituic  the 
skill  and  talents  of  our  most  efficient  officers. 

With  a  very  moderate  reduction  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  present  year,  it  will  only  be  ne- 
cessary to  provide  means  equal  to  the  amount  of 
treasury  notes  which  have  been  and  may  be  re- 
ceived at  our  custom-houses  and  land  offices  in  lieu 
of  revenue.  It  is  not  possible  to  eslimate  what 
amount  may  be  thus  returned  to  the  treasury  and 
cancelled.  Of  the  six  million  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  heretofore  issued,  upwards  of  three 
millions  have  been  already  paid  in,  three  or  four 
millions  more  may  be,  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
whole  ten  millions  might  be  returned  to  the  treasu- 
ry and  cancelled  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Tliose 
which  bear  a  low  rate  of  interest,  amounting  now 
to  .$4;.500,000,  will  certainly  be  returned;  besides 
others  at  live  per  cent.,  the  term  of  which  will  have 
expired,  when  the  interest  ceases,  according  to  the 
act  of  October  last.  Any  sudden,  though  temjio- 
rary  revival  of  trade,  creating  a  desire  to  make 
other  investments,  would  throw  almost  the  whole 
ten  millions  into  the  treasury.  It  would  be  un.safe, 
under  such  circumstances,  not  to  authorize  the 
notes  issued,  or  to  be  hereafter  issued,  under  the 
act  of  Octotier  last,  to  be  again  paid  out,  or  to  pro- 
vide for  an  issue  of  treasury  notes  equal  to  the  ten 
millions  authorized  by  that  act.  The  treasury  may 
not  require  more  than  six  or  seven  millions  to  re- 
place the  notes  paid  in  and   cancell^'d,  but  the  au 


thority  should  be  extended  to  ten  niillions  to  meet 
anv  unexpected  reduction  in  our  recei,pts.  There 
is  no  certainty  that  the  late  d.-posite  banks  will  re- 
luce  their  debt  to  the  extent  estimated;  and  in 
the  present  state  of  trade,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  sure  calculations  on  the  revenue  from  customs 
oi  public  lands  for  the  present  year.  The  former 
is  estimated  at  $-iS,000,flOO,  the  latter  at  .$3,000,- 
000.  The  receipts  from  both  sources,  in  the  first 
two  months,  were  very  considerable,  and  the  trea- 
sury must  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  reve- 
nue to  be  received  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 
Upon  the  income  of  the  whole  year  from  these 
sources  no  estimate  can  be  made  which  can  be  re- 
lied upon  with  confidence. 

It  would  appear  to  be  most  simple  and  economi- 
cal to  repeal  the  restriction   in  the  act  of  October 
last,   and  permit  the  treasury  lo  reissue  the  notes 
then  authorized.     But  that  act  directed  them  (o  be 
cancelled   when   paid   in,   as  some  of  them  have 
been  ;  and  as  the  interest  on  the  five  percent,  notes 
;ises  after  twelve  mouths,  they  would  be  unavail- 
..„le.     If  it  w'ere   otherwise,   however,    and  they 
could  be  paid  out  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  man- 
ner, it  would  be  inexpedient  to  authorize  it,  as  they 
would   be   immediately   returned  to  the  treasury, 
rendering  it   necessary  to  issue  them  for  the  third 
time.     Such   a  process  of  payments   and   receipts 
wo«ld  be  particularly  embarrassing  to  the  treasu- 
ry, as   the   notes  will  soon  bear  no  interest  at  all. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  author- 
ity   be  given   to  issue   treasury  notes  to  such   an 
amount   as  the   public  exigency  may  require,  not 
to  exceed  ten   miliions,  at  "an  interest  not  exceed- 
ing six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  payable,  one- 
third  of  them  in  twelve  months,  one-third  in  eigh- 
teen  months,    and   one-third    in    two  years;  to  be 
disposed  of  only  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  as  the  money  may  be  required.     For  their 
redemption,  it  is  proposed  to  pledge  the  balances 
due  from   all  the  banks,  together  with   the  faith  of 
the   United   States.     The   amount   which  will  be 
payable  by  the  late  deposite  banks  in  1839,  proba- 
bly   abou't   four   millions,   including  interest,  and 
the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  equal, 
with  interest,  to  near  five  millions,  pay .ible  in  1839, 
and  1840,  will  anticipate  and  be  applied  to  the  re- 
demption  of  the   treasury   notes    now   proposed, 
without  any  additional  charge  upon  the  revenue  of 
either  of  those  years. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  a  bill  author- 
izing an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  in  case  the  public 
interests  sliould  require  it,  and  to  replace  those 
which  have  been  or  may  be  received  for  public 
es  into  the  treasury,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  October  last. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  which  accom- 
panied the  above  report: 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasuiy  notes. 
Be  it  enoded,  Ifc.  That  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury 
notes  for  such  sumorsums  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  tlie  sum  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  prepar- 
ed, sigiierl,  and  issued  iu  the  isanner  hereinafter 
jirovided. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
sury notes,  authorized  lo  be  issued  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  shall  be  made  payable  or  redeem- 
able by  the  Uruted  States,  one-third  of  them  in 
twelve  months,  one-third  in  eighteen  months,  and 
one-third  in  two  years  from  the  dates  on  which 
they  shall  be  issued,  respectively;  from  which  said 
dates,  for  the  terms  as  aforesaid,  and  no  longer,  the 
said  notes  shall  bear  an  interest  not  exceeding  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall  be  made  jmyable 
to  order,  anil  transferred  by  delivery  and  assign- 
ment endorsed  on  the  same."  The  payment  of  the 
said  notes,  herein  provided  for,  and  the  interest 
which  may  be  Hue  thereon,  shall  be  made  at  the 
treasury  oi  the  United  States,  lo  the  holders  of  the 
said  notes,  ri'speclively,  upon  presentment;  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  same,  the  balances  due  the 
United  States,  by  bond,  or  otherwise,  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  the  late  deposite  banks,  together  with  the 
faith  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  solemly 
pledged. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furilier  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
sury notes,  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be  issued  at 
such  limes  and  in  such  amounts  as  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors  or  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  may  prescribe; 
and  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  lay  be- 
fore congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  an  account  of  all  the  money  obtained  by 
the  sale  of  the  said  treasury  notes,  together  witli  a 


statement  of  the  rate  or  rates  at  which  the  same 
may  have  been  sold. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shidl  be  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  and  shall  be  signed, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  the  treasurer 
thereof,  and  countersigned  by  the  register  of  the 
treasury;  and  that  those  officers,  respectively,  shall, 
as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secure  the  pub- 
lic safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate  accounts 
of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and  amount  of 
all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned  by  them,  re- 
spectively; which  said  accounts  shall  be  carefully 
preserved  and  placed  on  file  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment; and,  also,  similar  accounts,  kept  and  pre- 
served in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said  notes  re- 
deemed, a?  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  cancel- 
led; and  the  treasurer  shall  further  account  quarter- 
ly for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signature, 
o'r  issued  by  the  register.  The  treasurer,  and  re- 
gister of  the  treasury  are  hereby  autliorized,  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  employ  the  same  temporary 
clerks  as  were  autliorized  and  are  now  employed 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth  ot 
October  last,  and  at  the  same  salaries. 

Sue.  5.  Jndbe  it  firtticr enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized and  directed  to  reimburse  and  pay  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes  which  may  be 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and 
times  when  the  same,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  should  b?  thus  reiiubnrsed  and  paid,  and 
to  pay  the  interest  annually  on  such  as  are  payable 
in  eighteen  months  and  two  years.  And  tne  said 
secretary  is  further  authorized  to  make  purchases 
of  the  said  notes,  at  par,  for  the  amount  ol  the  prin- 
cipal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase  on  ' 
said  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  unappropriated  I 
money  in  the  treasury  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest  or  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  or  for  tiie  purchase  of  said  notes 
as  aforesaid. 

[Sections  6,  7,  8,  and  9  appropriate  for  expense  , 
of  printing,  Sic.  of  the  notes;  provide  punishment 
for  forgery,  &C.  of  the  notes;  and  require  monthly 
statement  of  issues  to  be  published.] 
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THE  CONSTITUTION 

Of  the  commnnwcalth  of  Pennayh'anin ,  a 

bij  the  convention  of  1637 — '38. 

We,  the  people,  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn 

sylvania,  ordain  ami  establish  this  constitution  for, 

its  government.  j 

AKTICLF.    r.  i 

Sec.  I.  The  legislative  power  of  this  common- 
wealth shall  be  vested  in  a  general  asssembly,  which, 
shall  consist  of  a  senate  and  house  of  rep'resenta- 
lives. 

Sec  II.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each 
county  respectfully,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober. 

Sec.  III.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative 
who  shall  not  have  obtained  the  age  of  twenty  om 
years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  thii 
state  three  years  next  preceding  his  election,  an<, 
the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  [district 
in  [and  ibr]  which  he  shall  be  chosen  [a  reprtsen 
tative,]  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  thi 
public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  thi, 
state. 

Sec.  IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  first  meet, 
ing  of  the  general  assembly,  and  within  every  sub 
sequent  term  of  seven  years,  an  enumeration  of  th 
taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  made  in  such  mannt 
as  shall  he  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  reprc 
sentatives  shall  at  tiie  several  periods  of  makin, 
such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  an 
apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia  andtb 
several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxi! 
ble  inhabitants  in  each.  And  shall  never  be  Ici 
than  sixty  nor  greater  than  one  hundred.  Fac, 
county  shall  have  at  least  one  representative,  bi 
no  county  hereafter  erected  shall  be  entitled  lo 
separate  representation  until  a  sufficient  number 
taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  contained  wilhiait,., 
entille  them  to  one  representative,  agreeably  to  t) 
ratio  which  shall  then  be  established. 

Sec.  V.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  [thr 
years,  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and   of  II 
several  counties  at  the  same  time,  in  the  s.ime  ma 
ner,  and   at  the  same  places  where  they  shall  vo 
for  representatives. 

Sec.  VI.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  t 
several  periods  of  making  the  enumeration  befc 
mentioned,  be  fixeil  by  the  legislature,  and  app( 
tioned  among  the  districts  formed  as  hereinafter  ( 
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reeled,  according  to  the  number  ol'  taxable  inhabi- 
tants in  each;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  one- 
fourth,  nor  ijreatertlian  one-third,  of  the  number  of 
representatives. 

Sec.  Vll.  The  senators  shall  be  chnsen  in  dis- 
tricts, to  he  formed  by  the  legislature;  [but  no  dis- 
trict shall  he  so  formed  as  to  enilK"  it  to  elect  more 
than  two  senators,  unless  the  number  of  tiixable  in- 
habitants in  any  city  o.'  county  shall,  at  any  time, 
be  such  as  to  enable  it  to  elect  niore  than  two,  but 
no  city  or  county  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  more 
than  four  senators:]  when  a  district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  be  ad- 
joining: neither  the  erty  of  Philadelphia  nor  any 
county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a  district. 

Sec.  VIII.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state 
four  years  next  before  hrs  election,  and  the  last 
year  thereof  an  irvhabitant  of  the  district  lor  which 
he  shall  be  chosen,  unless  he  shall  liave  been  absent 
on  the  public  business  of  the  Unit'il  States,  or  of 
this  state;  [and  no  person  elected  as  aloresai\l  .shall 
hold  said  ollice  after  he  shall  have  removed  from 
such  district.] 

Sec.  IX.  [The  senators  who  may  be  elected  at 
the  first  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution.,  shall  be  divided  by 
lot  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  ol 
the  first  clais  shall  be  vacated  at  t.'ie  expiration  of 
the  lirst  year;  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration 
of  the  second  year;  and  of  the  third  class  at  the 
expiration  of  the  third  year;  so  that  therealterone- 
thirdof  the  whole  aumberof  senators  n>ay  be  ehosen 
every  year.  Thesenatoi'S  eleeleil  b-foro  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  shall  be  adopted,  shall 
hold  their  ollices  during  the  terms  lor  wliich  they 
shall  respectively  have  been  elected.] 

Sec.  X.  Tlie  Keiieral  assembly  shall  nreet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  [January,]  in  every  year,  unless 
sooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  XI.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker 
and  other  oiiicers;  and  the  senate  shall  also  choose 
a  speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the  speaker  shall  ex- 
ercise the  olF.ce  of  governor. 

See.  XII.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  quali- 
fications of  its  iivembers.  Contested  elections  shall 
be  determined  by  a  commE'tee,  to  be  s.?lected,  form- 
ed, and  regulated,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  di- 
rected by  law.  A  majority  of  each  house  sh^l-l  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  small  num- 
ber may  a  Ijourn  from  day  to  dav.  and  may  be  au- 
thorized by  law  to  compel  the  attendance  ofatwent 
members,  in  such  mani>er  and  under  such  [jenalties 
as  may  be  )irovided. 

Sec.  XIII.  Each  house  may  determin.?  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disor- 
derly behaviour,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds,  e.vf>el  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for 
the  same  cause;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers 
necessarv  for  a  branch  of  the  legislature  of  a  free 
state. 

Sec.  XIV.  [The  legisUturestiaU  not  have  jx)wer 
to  enact  laws  annulling  the  contract  of  marriaije 
in  any  case  vvlisre,  by  law,  the  courts  of  this  com- 
monweallli  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  empowered  to 
decree  a  divorce.] 

Sec.  XV.  Each  hoose  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  publish  them  weekly,  except  such 
parts  as  may  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire 
of  any  t.vo  of  them,  l>e  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  XVI.  The  doors  of  each  house  ami  of  com- 
mitteesof  the  whole  shall  be  open,  unh-ss  when  the 
business  shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be  k."pt  secret. 

Sec.  XV'II.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  con- 
seut  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two 
lioiisj  shall  be  sitting. 

Sec.  XV'III.  The  senators  ami  representatives 
shall  receive  a  compensation  for  their  services  to  be 
ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth.  Thev  shall  in  all  cases,  except 
treason,  felony  and  breach  and  surety  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arres-t  during  their  attendance  at 
the  session  of  their  respective  lious"s,  and  in  goins 
to  and  returning  from  the  same.  And  lor  any  speech 
or  debate  in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  aiiv  other  place. 

Sec.  XIX.  No  senator  or  representative  shall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elect- 
ed, be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  com- 
monwealth, which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased 
during  such  time;  and  no  member  of  congress  or 
other  person  holding  any  office  (except  of  attorney 
at  law,  and  in  militia)  under  the  United  St.ites  or  in 
this  commonwealth,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
house  during  his  continuance  in  congress  or  in 
office. 

Sec.  XX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house. 


the  speaker  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  i  that  may  happen  in  such  judicial  offices  during  the 
vacancies.  recess  of  thcsenate,  by  granting  couuiiissions  wliicU 

Sic.  XXI.  .Vll  bills  for  raising  rovcnue  shall  ori-  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session  :]  Pro- 
"inate  in  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  vided,  [That  in  acting  on  executive  nominations 
senate  may  propose  aniendingnls  as  in  oilier  bills,  the  senate  shall  sit  with  open  doors,  and  iu  con- 
Sec.  XXll.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  firming  or  rejecting  the  nominations  of  the  gover- 
treasury  but  in  consequt?nce  of  appropriation  made  nor,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.] 
by  |;,jy  I      Sec.  IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and 

'  Sec.  .XXIII.  Every  biH  which  shall  have  passed  i  forfeitures,  nud  grant  repriirves  and  pardons,  except 
both  houses  shall  be  j.rcsented  to  the  governor.     11    in  cases  of  impeachment. 

heapwove  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  he  shall  not  ap-  Sec.  X.  He  may  require  ijifbrot»lron  in  writing, 
prove  it  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  !  ftoin  the  officers  in  the  exi-cutive  dtrpaitment,  on 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  any  subject  i  elating  to  the  duties  ol  their  respectiv* 
enter  the  objections  at  laree  upon  their  journals   offices. 

and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  II,  alter  such  recon-  Sec.  XI.  He  shall,  Irom  time  to  time,  give  to 
sideiation  two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  !  the  general  Assembly  inlormation  of  the  state  of 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  ohieclions  to  |  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
the  other  house,  by  which  likewise  it  shall  be  re-    sideiation  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  cxpe- 


considered,  and  rf  approved  by  two-thirds  ol  that 
house,  it  Shalt  be  a  law.  But  in  such  cases  the 
votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for 
or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  governor  within  ten  days  (Sun- 
days excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to 'him,  it  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  general  assembly,  by  thei 
adjou 


dient. 

Sec.  XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  general  assenibly  ;  and  in  case  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  ;o 
the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  Ihein  to  such 
time  as  be  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  lour 
months. 

Sec.  Xlll.  He  shall  take  caie  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  XIV.  In  case  of  the  death  or   resignation 
his   removal    from   olfice,  the 
ercisc  the   olDce  of 
days  alter  their  next  meeting.  I  ?;.'"•'"'"■,'  t""'  "7""  n--"Or shall  be  duly  qual- 

Sec    XXIV    Every  ordtr!  re3i>lution  or  vote  to  \  ihed  ;   [but  in  such  case  another  governor  shall  be 
which'tiieconcuiTenceof  both   houses  may  be  ne- i  chosen  at  tlie  next  annual  election  ol  representa- 
eessary    (except   on   a    question  of  adjournment) 
shall  be  presented  to  the 


(our"iment,  prevented  its  return,  in  which  case  ,  ol  the  governor,  or  his  remova 
•hall  be  a  liw,  unless  sent  back  withiiv  three  spei^ker  ol  the  sena  e  shall  exe 
vs  alter  their  next  meeting.  ^rV'Tu  t        '"'T        governor 


inor,   and    befor 


unless  such  death,    resignation   or  removal 
t '  shall  occur  within    three   calendar    mouths    imiiic- 


,-hall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him.  or  being  dis- 
approved, shall  be  rejassed  by  two  thirds  ol  both 
houses,  accordins;  to  Vhe  rales  and  limitations  pre- 
scribed in  case  of  a  bill. 

Sec.  X.XV.  [No-corporate  body  shall  be  hereaf- 
ter created,  renewed  or  extended  with  banking  or 
discounting  privileges,  without  six  months'  pre- 
vious public  notice  ot  the  application  tor  the  same, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Nor 
shall  any  diarter  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be 
granted  lor  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years,  and  i 
every  such  charter  shall  contain  a  clause  reserving 
to  the  legislature  the  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  an- 
nul the  same,  whenever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be 
injurKHis  to  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  in 
su"ch  manner,  however,  that    no    injustice  shall  be 

done  to  the  cornorators.     No  law  hereafter  enacted,  ,    „,  .   .      j  .      ■ 

shall  create, Te'JTew  or  extend  the  charter  of  more  |  as  shall  be  enjp.ned  by  law 
than  oMie  corporation.] 

AUTICLE    TI. 

Sec.  I.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this 
commomvealth  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor. 

Sec.  U.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October,  by  the  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they  shall  res- 
pectively vote  for  representatives.  The  returns  o 
every  election  for  governor  shall  be  sealed  up,  and 
transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to 


dialcly  preceding  such  next  annual  electii 
which  case  a  governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  second 
succeeding  annual  election  ol  representatives. 3 
.\ndil  the  trial  of  a  contested  election  shall  con- 
tinue longer  than  until  [the  third  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary] next  ensuing  the  electiou  of  governor,  the 
governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  speaker  of  the 
senate  who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  execu- 
tive authority  shall  continue  therein  until  the  de- 
termination of  such  contested  election,  and  until  a 
and  i  governor  shall  be  [duly]  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  XV.  [The  secretary  of  thecommonwealtli] 
shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  olficial  acts  and 
proccedijigs  of  the  governor,  and  shall  when  re- 
quired lay  the  same  and  all  papers,  minutes  and 
voucheij!  reLative  thereto  before  either  branch  of 
the  legislature,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties 


RTICLE    in. 

Sec.  I.  [In  elections  by  the  citizens,  evet;y 
white  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  this  state  one  year,  and  in  the 
election  district  where  he  offers  to  vole,  ten  days 
immediately  preceding  such  election,  and  within 
two  years  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall 
have  been  assesscil  at  lea^t  ten  days  before  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector.  But 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had  previously 
been  a  qualified  voter  of  this   state,   and  removed 


the  s'peaker  of  the  senate,  7''°  ^l'^''  X^'s'of  Ch  '  therefrom  and  returned,  and  who  shall  have  resided 
lish  them  in  the  presence  of  the   mtmoi-rs   01   ooui ,.  .,_^  __j  _..-■. 1- :j 


formed  ami  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  law.  .    , ,  ,  .       /,        , 

Sec.  HI.  The  governov  shall  hold  his  office  du- 
ring three  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  [Jan- 
uary] next  ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  not  be 
capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  [six]  in  any  terra 
of  [nine]  years.  . 

Sec.  IV.  He  shall  bo  at  least  thirty  years  ofaje, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of  this 
state  seven  years  next  before  his  election  ;  unless 
he  shall  have  been  absent  an  the  public  business  ot 
the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 

Sec  V.  Noraemberof  congress,  or  person  hol- 
din-r  any  ofRco  under  the  United  States,  or  this 
Stat',  shall  exercise  the  olfice  of  governor. 

Sec.  VI.  The  governor  shall  at  stated  times  re- 
ceive for  his  services,  a  compensation,  whicti  shall 
he  neither  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  pe- 
riod for  wliich  he  shall  have  been  elected 


ons  sliall  be  by  ballot,  except 
n    their  reiireseutative  capaci- 


Scc.  II.  All 
those  by  prs 
ties,  who  shall  vote  viva  voce. 

Sec.  III.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  and  breach  of  surely  of  the  peace,  be 
privileged  from  arrest  liuring  their  attendance  on 
elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 
abticm:  fv.   (UnaUertd.) 

Sec.  I.  The  hoiiie  o(  representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  ol   rinpeaching. 

Sec.  11.  All  iinr"  ichments  shall  be  tried  by  the 
senate.  When  silting  lor  that  purpose,  the  sena- 
tors shall  be  upon  oaiti  or  affirmation.  No  person 
nhall  be  convicted,  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  HI.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  offi- 
cers under  this  coinmonweallh,  shall  be  liable  to 
iinneachment  for  any  inisdeinear.or  in  office;  jiidg- 
'      .  .        'I-.  11  ..„.  ..^t^^A  r....fk. 
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court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  register's 
court,  and  a  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  tlie  peace 
for  eacli  county,  in  justices  of  tlie  peace,  and  in 
sucli  otlier  courts  as  the  legislature  may  from  time 
to  time  establish. 

Sec.  II.  [The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  of 
the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  of  sucli 
other  courts  of  record  as  are  or  shall  be  established 
by  law,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  and  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  him.  The  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
The  president  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  of  such  other  courts  of  record  as 
are  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  all  other 
judges  required  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  if  they  shall 
so  long  behave  themselves  well. 

The  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  if  (hey  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
But  for  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be 
sufficient  ground  lor  impeachment,  the  governor 
may  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two 


ARTICLE    VI. 

Sec.  I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times 
and  places  of  election  of  representatives,  be  cho- 
sen by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  [One  person 
shall  be  chosen  for  each  office,  who]  shall  be  [com- 
missioned] by  the  governor.  They  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave 
themselves  well,  and  until  a  successor  be  duly 
qualified;  but  no  person  shall  be  twice  chosen  or 
appointed  sherilf  in  any  term  of  six  years.  Va- 
cancies in  either  of  the  said  offices  shall  be  filled  by 
an  appointment  from  the  governor,  to  continue  un- 
til the  next  general  election,  and  until  a  successor 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealthshall 
be  armed  [organized]  and  disciplined  for  its  de- 
fence, [when  and  in  such  inanneras  maybe  direct- 
ed by  law.]  Those  who  conscientiously  scruple 
to  bear  arras,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but 
but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  service. 

Sec.  IIJ.  [Prothonolaries  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  if  they  so  long  behave  themselves  we 
Prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  the  several  other 
courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  and  registers  of  wills, 
thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  j  shall  at  the  times  and  places  of  election  of  repre 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  presidents  of  I  sentatives  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
the  several  couits  of  common  pleas,  shall  at  stated  ,  each  county,  or  the  districts  over  which  the  juris- 
times  receive  for  their  services  an  adequate  com- 1  diction  of  said  courts  extends;  and  shall  be  com- 
pensation to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  ;  missioned  by  the  governor.      They  shall  hold  their 


diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office;  but 
they  shall  receive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office, 
nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under  this  com- 
monwealth.] 

Sec.  III.  [Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  shall  continue  as  at  present 
established.  Not  more  than  five  counties  shall  at 
any  time  be  included  in  one  judicial  district  organ- 
ized for  said  courts.] 

Sec.  IV.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  extend  over  the  state;  and  the  judges  thereof 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  several 
counties. 

Sec.  V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  in  each  county,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offi- 
ces, be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  of- 
fenders therein:  any  two  of  said  judges,  the  p: 


oflices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave 
themselves  well,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be 
duly  qualified.  The  legislature  shall  provide  by 
law  the  number  of  persons  in  each  county  who 
shall  hold  said  offices,  and  how  many,  and  which  of 
said  offices,  shall  be  held  by  one  person.  Vacancies 
in  any  of  the  said  offices  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  un- 
til the  next  general  election,  and  until  successors 
shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  IV.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and 
orphans'  courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  registers  of 
wills  and  sheritls,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the 
county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they,  respec- 
tively, shall  be  officers,  unless,  when  the  governor 
shall,  for  special  reasons,  dispense  therewith,  for 
any  terra  not  exceeding  five  years  after  the  county 
shall  have  been  erected. 
1      Sec.  V.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and 


dent  being  one,  shall  be  a  quorum;  'but  they  sliall    by  the   authority  of  the   commonwealth  of  Penn- 


not  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  jail  de 
liver}',  in  any  count}',  when  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  sitting  in  the 
same  county.  The  party  accused,  as  well  as  the 
commonwealth,  may  undersuch  regulations  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment  and 
proceedings,  or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the  su- 
preme court. 

Sec.  VI.  The  supreme  court,  and  the  several 
courts  of  common  pleas,  shall,  beside  the  powers 
heretofore  usually  exercised  by  them,  have  the 
powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  perpetuating  of  testimony,  the  obtaining  of  evi- 
dence from  places  not  within  the  state,  and  the  care 
of  the  person.s  and  estates  of  those  who  are  non 
compos  mentis.  And  the  legislature  shall  vest  in  the 
said  courts  such  other  powers  to  grant  relief  in 
equity,  as  shall  be  found  necessaiy,  and  may  from 
time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish  those  powers  or 
vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge 
proper  for  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

Sec.  VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  each  county,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a 
quorum,  shall  compose  the  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  orphans'  court  thereof:  and  the  register 
of  wills,  together  witli  the  said  judges,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  compose  the  register's  court  of  each 
county. 

Sec.  VIII.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  sliall,  within  their  respective  counties,  have 
like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
to  issue    writs  of  certiorari  to  the  juslieos  of  the 

Eeace,  and  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought 
efore  them,  and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be 
done. 

Sec.  IX.  The  president  of  the  court  in  each  cir- 
cuit within  such  circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  within  their  respective 
counties,  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace,  so  far  as 
relates  to  criminal  matters. 

Sec.   X.  A  register's  office,  for  the  probate  of 
wills  and  granting  letters  of  administration,  and  an 
office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  shall  be  kept  in 
,    each  county. 

Sec.  XI.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be  "The 
Cominomwealth  of  Pennsylvania."     All  prosecu- 
1    tions  shall  he  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  (he  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
,    conclude   '-against  the   peace   and  dignity   of  the 
saoiQ," 


ylvania,  and  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and 
signed  bv  the  governor. 

Sec.  VI.  [A]  state  treasurer  shall  be  [elected] 
annually,  by  joint  vote  of  [both  branches  of  the 
legislature.] 

Sec.  VII.  [Justices  of  the  peace,  or  aldermen, 
shall  be  elected  in  the  several  wards,  boroughs  and 
townships,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  consta- 
bles, by  the  qualified  voters  thereof,  in  such  num- 
ber as  shall  be  directed  by  law,  and  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  governor  for  a  term  of  five  years. 
But  no  township,  ward  or  borough  shall  elect  more 
than  two  justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  without 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors 
within  such  township,  ward  or  borough.] 

Sec.  VIII.  [All  officers  whose  election  or  ap- 
pointment is  not  provided  for  in  this  constitution, 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office 
within  any  county,  wlio  shall  have  not  been  a  citi- 
zen and  an  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before 
his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  have  been  so 
long  erected;  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long 
erected,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken.  No 
member  of  congress  from  this  state,  or  any  person 
holding  or  exercising  any  office  of  appointment  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the 
same  time  hold  or  exercise  any  office  in  this  state, 
to  which  a  salary  is,  or  fees  or  perquisites  are  by 
law  annexed:  and  the  legislature  may  by  law  de- 
clare what  state  officers  are  incompatible.  No 
member  of  the  senate  or  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  to  any 
office  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected.] 

Sec.  IX.  [All  officers  for  a  term  of  years  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  respectively  specifi- 
ed, only  on  the  comlition  that  they  so  long  behave 
themselves  well;  and  shall  be  removed  on  convic- 
tion of  misbehavior  in  office,  or  of  any  infamous 
crime.] 

Sec.  X.  [Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  conven- 
tion to  the  constitution,  fight  a  duel,  or  send  a 
challenge  for  that  pur]iose,or  be  aider  or  abetter  in 
fighting  a  duel,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  this  state, 
and  shall  be  punished  otherwise  in  such  manner  as 
is,  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  the  execu- 


tive may  remit  the  said  offence  and  all  its  disquali- 
fications.] 

-iBTICLE  VII. 

Sec.  I.  The  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be,  provide,  by  law,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  throughout  the  state  in  such  man- 
ner that  the  |>oor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

Sec.  II.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted 
in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning. 

Sec.  III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities  and 
and  estates  of  religious  societies  and  corporate  bo- 
dies, shall  remain  as  if  the  constitution  of  this 
state  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

Sec.  IV.  [The  legislature  shall  not  invest  any 
corporate  body  or  individual  with  the  privilege  of 
taking  private  property  lor  public  use,  without  re- 
quiring such  corporation  or  individual  to  make 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  said  property,  or 
give  adequate  security  therefor,  before  such  pro- 
perty shall  be  taken.] 

ABTICLE  VIII. 

Members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  all  offi- 
cers, executive  and  judicial;  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  constitution  of 
this  commonwealth  and  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  with  fidelity. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles 
of  liberty  and  free  government,  may  be  recognized 
and  unalterably  established,  ice  declare. 

Sec.  I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  inde- 
feasible rights;  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying 
and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  pos- 
sessing and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  ' 
of  pursuing  tiieir  own  happiness. 

Sec.  II.  Thatall  power  is  inherent  in  the  people, 
and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their  au- 
thority, and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and 
happiness:  For  the  advancement  of  those  ends, 
they  have  at  all  times  an  unalienable  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  govern- 
ment in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  inde- 
feasible right  to  worship  Alraighly  God  according 
to  the  dictates  ot  their  own  consciences;  that  no 
man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or 
support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any 
ministry  against  his.  consent;  that  no  human  autho- 
rity can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and  that  no  prefer- 
ence shall  ever  be  given  by  law,  to  any  religious 
establishments  or  modes  of  worship. 

Sec.  IV.  That  no  person  who  acknowledges  the 
being  of  a  God  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  shall,  on  account  of  his  religious  sen- 
timents, be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office,  or  place 
of  trusi  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 

Sec.  V.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

Sec.  VI.  That  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  hereto- 
fore, and  the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  VII.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free 
to  every  person  who  undertakes  to  examine  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  or  any  branch  of  the 
government:  and  no  law  shall  be  made  to  restrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  tree  communication  of 
thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable 
right's  of  man;  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak, 
write  and  print  on  any  subject;  being  responsible 
tor  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for 
the  publication  of  papers,  investigating  the  official 
conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or 
where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  jiuhlic  in- 
formation, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, and,  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury 
sliall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
facts  under  the  direction  of  the  courts  as  in  other 
cases. 

Sec.  VIII.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  papers  antl  possessions,  from 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  and  that  no 
j  warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person 
[or  tilings,  shall  issue  without  describing  them  aa 
neaily  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  IX.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  hath  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his 
counsel,  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  ac- 
cusation against  him,  to  meet  the  witness  face  to 
face,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  his  favor,  and  in  prosecutions  by  indict- 
ment or  information,  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury  of  the  vicinage:  That  he  cannot  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  de- 
prived of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unless  by  the 
judgment  of  his  peers  or  (he  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  X.  No  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  of- 
fence, be  proceeded  against  criminally  by  informa- 
tinn,  exce])t  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in 
the  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  >  vby  leave  of 
the  court  for  oppression  and  misdemeanor  in  office. 
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_\n  pt-rson  shall  for  the  same  offence  be  twice  put 
ill  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  any  man's 
pio|ierty  be  taken,  or  applied  to  public  use,  with- 
i>ut  the  consent  of  his  representatives,  and  without 
ju<t  coiupensalion  being  made. 

Sec.  \I.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every 
mnn  for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods, 
pi  rson  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  the  due 
course  of  law,  and  the  ris:ht  and  justice  adminis- 
tered, without  sale,  denial  ordohay.  Suits  may  bo 
brought  against  the  comuiouwealtii  in  such  manner, 
in  such  courts,  and  in  such  cases,  as  the  legisla- 
ture may,  by  law,  direct. 

Sec.  XII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws 
shall  be  exercised,  unless  by  the  legislature,  or  its 
authority. 

Sec.  Xlll.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  re- 
quired, nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  puii- 
ishraents  inflicted. 

Sec.  XIV.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable 
by  sufficient  sureties,  utiless  for  capital  offences, 
when  the  proof  is  evident  or  nresuinption  great: 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  nabeas  corpus  shall 
not  be  suspended,  uidoss  when  in  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  reiiuire  it. 

Sec.  XV.  That  no  commission  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner or  jail  deliver^'  shall  be  issued. 

§ec.  XVI.  That  the  person  ol'  a  debtor,  where 
there  is  not  strong  ])resumption  of  fraud  shall  not 
be  continued  in  prison  alter  delivering  up  his  es- 
tate for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  XVII.  No  fx  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law- 
impairing  contracts  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  XVIII.  Xo  person  shall  be  attainted  of  trea- 
son or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  XIX.  That  no  attainder  sh.all  w'ork  corrup- 
tion of  blood;  nor,  except  during  the  life  of  the 
offender,  forfeiture  of  estate  to  the  commonwealth: 
that  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy 
their  own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of 
natural  death;  and  if  any  person  sliall  be  hilled  by 
casual!)',  there  shall  hie  no  forfeiture  by  reason 
thereof. 

Sec.  XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  together  lor  their 
common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with 
the  powers  of  goverriment  for  redress  of  grievances, 
or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  redress  or  re- 
monstrance. 

Sec.  X.KI.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear 
arms,  in  defence  of  themselves  and  the  state,  shall 
not  be  questioned. 

Sec.  XXII.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  in  time 
of  peace,  be  kept  up,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature;  and  the  military  shall  in  all  cases  and 
at  all  times  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil 
power. 

.  Sec.  XXIII.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  anv  house,  withotit  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  but  in  a  manner  to  be 
prescribo.l  by  law. 

Sec.  XXIV.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant 
any  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  nor 
create  any  office  the  ap|ioiiitment  to  which  shall 
be  for  a  longer  term  than  during  gooil  behaviour. 

Sec.  XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall 
not  be  prohibited. 

Sec.  XXVI.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of 
the  high  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  we  de- 
clare, that  every  thing  in  this  article  is  excepted 
out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall 
forever  remain  inviolate. 

ARTrCLE    IX. 

[.\ny  amendmetit  or  amendments  to  this  consti- 
tulion,  may  be  proposed  in  the  senate  or  house  of 
representatives,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
house,  such  proiKxeil  amendments  shall  be  entered 
on  their  journals  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
thereon,  and  the  secretary  of  the  rommonwealth 
shall  ca'ise  the  same  to  be  published  three  months 
before  the  next  cleclion,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
in  every  county  in  which  a  newspaper  shalf  be  es- 
tablished; and  if  in  the  legislature  next  afterwards 
chosen,  such  propo.^ed  amendment  or  ainendmenis 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
elected  to  each  house,  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth shall  cause  the  same  again  to  be  pub- 
lished in  manner  aforesaid  and  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  people  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time,  at 
least  three  moiiths  after  being  so  agreed  to  by  the 
two  houses,  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe;  and 
if  tlie  people  shall  approve  arul  ratify  such  amend- 
ment or  amcr  I  nen's  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voter-  of  this  state  voting  thereon,  snch  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the 
constitution,  but  '  o  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  submittal  to  the  people  oftener  than  once 
in  five   years:    I'rovided,  that  if  more   than   one 


amendment  be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted 
in  such  manner  and  form,  that  the  people  may  vote 
for  or  against  each  amendment  sepaiutely  and  dis- 
tinctly. 

SCHK.DUI.E. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  al- 
terations and  aiuendments  in  the  constitution  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same 
into  complete  operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
ordaine<l,  that 

1.  All  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  force  at  the 
time  when  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  in 
the  said  constitution  shall  take  effect,  and  not  in- 
consistent therewith,  and  all  rights,  prosecutions, 
actions,  claims  and  contracts, as  well  of  individuals 
as  of  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  the  said 
alterations  and  amendments  h;ul  not  been  made. 

2.  The  alteralions  and  amendments  in  the  said 
constitution  shall  take  eli'ect  liom  the  1st  day  of 
Jamiary,  1839. 

3.  The  clauses,  sections  and  articles  of  the  said 
constitution  which  remain  unaltered,  shall  continue 
lo  be  construed  and  have  effect,  as  if  the  said  con- 
stitution had  not  been  amended. 

■I.  The  general  assembly,  which  shall  convene  in 
December.  1S:!S,  shall  continue  its  session,  as  here- 
tofore, nutwithstandrng  the  provision  in  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  first  article,  and  shall  at  all  times  be 
regarded  as  the  fsrst  general  assembly  under  the 
amended  constitution. 

5.  The  governor,  who  shall  be  electeil  in  Octo- 
ber, 1S36,  shall  be  inaugurated  on  the  3d  Tuesday 
in  .lanuary,  1839;  to  which  time  the  present  exe- 
cutive term  is  hereby  extended. 

(>.  The  comn;issionsof  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  who  may  be  in  office  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next  shall  expire  in  the  following  manner: — 
The  commission  which  bears  the  earliest  date  shall 
expire  on  the  1st  day  of  Januarj',  anno  domini 
1842;  the  commission  next  dated  shall  expire  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  anno  domini  1S45:  the  commii- 
sion  next  dated  shall  expire  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  anno  domini  184S:  the  commission  next 
dated  shall  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  anno 
domini  1S51:  and  the  commission  last  dated  shall 
expire  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  anno  domini 
1854. 

7.  The  commissions  of  the  president,  judges  of 
the  several  judicial  districts,  and  of  the  associate 
law  judges  of  the  first  judicial  district,  shall  expire 
as  follows:  The  commissions  of  one  half  of  those 
w  ho  shall  have  held  their  offices  ten  years  or  more, 
at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  expire  on  the  27lh  cfay  of  February, 
1839:  the  commission  of  the  other  half  of  those 
who  shall  have  held  their  offices  ten  yeai-s  or  more, 
at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  expire  on  the  27th  day  of  February, 
I.S-12:  the  first  half  to  embrace  those  whose  com- 
mission shall  bear  the  oldest  ilate.  The  commis- 
sions of  all  the  remaining  judges  who  shall  not 
have  hehl  their  offices  for  ten  years  at  the  adoption 
of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  shall  expire 
on  the  27lh  day  of  February  next,  after  the  end  of 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  their  commissions. 

8.  The  recorders  of  the  several  mayors'  courts, 
and  other  criminal  courts  in  this  commonwealth, 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  president  judges  of  the  several 
judicial  districts:  of  those  now  in  office,  the  com- 
mission oldest  in  date  shall  expire  on  the  27th  day 
of  February,  1841,  and  the  others  every  two  years 
thereafter,  accordingtolheir  respective  dates;  those 
oldest  in  itate  expiring  first. 

9.  The  legislature  at  its  first  session  under  the 
amended  constitution,  shall  divide  the  other  asso- 
ciate judges  of  the  state  into  four  classes.  The 
commissions  of  those  of  the  first  class  shall  expire 
on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1840:  of  those  of  the 
second  class  on  the  27th  dav  of  Febniarv.  1S41: 
of  the  tliird  class  on  the  27lh  day  of  February. 
1842:  and  those  of  the  fourth  class  on  the  27th  day 
of  February,  ISJ.I.  The  said  cla.ases,  from  the  first 
to  the  fonrih.  shall  be  arranjed  according  to  the 
seniority  of  the  commissions  of  the  several  judges. 

10.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  several  courts, 
(except  of  tlip  supreme  court,)  recorders  ofdeeds, 
and  registers  of  wills,  shall  be  first  elected  under 
the  amended  constitution,  at  the  election  of  repre- 
sentatives in  fhe  year  1839,  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

11.  The  appointin;  power  shall  remain  as  here- 
tofore, and  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the 
executive  department  shall  continue  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  dfilies  of  their  respective  offices,  until 
the  legislature  shall  pass  such  laws  as  may  he  re- 
quired by  the  eighth  section  of  the  sixth  article  of 
the  amended  constitution,  and  until  appointments 
shall  be  made  under  such  laws;  unless  their  com- 
missions shall  be  superceded  by  new  appointments, 
or  shall  sooner  expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or 


the  said  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  death  or 
resignation,  and  such  l.iws  shall  be  enacted  by  the 
firs!  legislature  under  the  amended  constitution. 

12.  The  first  election  for  aldermen  and  justice  of 
the  peace  shall  be  held  in  the  year  18-40,  at  the 
time  fixed  for  the  election  of  constables.  The  le- 
gislature at  its  first  session,  under  the  amended  con- 
sfitulion,  shall  provide  for  said  election,  and  for 
subsequent  similar  elections.  The  aldermen  and 
justices  of  the  peace  now  ill  commission,  or  who 
may  in  the  inlirim  be  appointed,  shall  continue  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  oliices  until 
fifteen  d;iy3  after  the  day  which  shall  be  fixed  by 
law  for  the  issuing  of  new  commissions,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  their  commissions  shall  ex- 
pire. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  the  amended 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  as  agreeil  lo  iu  con- 
vention, we,  the  officers  and  members  of  tin'  con- 
vention, have  hereunto  signed  our  names,  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  22d  day  of  February,  anno  domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
of  the  iiuUqiendenceof  fhe  United  Slates  of -Vmeri- 
ca  the  sixty-second. 

JOHN  SEKGKANT,  President. 

Daniel  Agnew,  \Vm.   Ayies,  M.   W.    B;ildwin, 

Ephraim  Hanks,  John  Y.  i3arclay,  Jacob  Barndol- 

lar,  Chas.  A.  Barnifz,  Andrew  li'edfbrd, Thomas  S. 

Hell,  James  Cornell  Biddle,   Lebbcus  L.  Bigelow, 

Sainl.  C.  Bonham,  Chas.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 

Wm.  Brown,  Pierce    Butler,  Samuel  Carey,  John 

Cnminin,  Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  Win.  Curd,  Jos. 

II.   Chandler,  John   Chandler,   George    Chambers, 

Ch.  Channcev,  Nathaniel  Clapp,  Jas.  Clarke,  John 

Clarke,  Wm.'Clark,  A.  J.  Cline,  Lindley   Coatcs, 

K.  E.  Cochran,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joshua  F.  Cox, 

Walter  Craig,    Rich.  W.    Crain,  G.  T.    Crawford, 

Cornelius  Crum,   Win.  Darlington,   Benj.  Martin, 

John  J.  IM'Cahen,  E.  T.  M'DohcII.  Jas.  RESherry, 

Mark  Darrah,Harmar  Denny,  John  Dickey,  Joshua 

Dicuerson,   Jacob  Dillinge'r,  Jas.  Donagan,  J.  R. 

Donncll,  Joseph  M.  Doran,  James  Dunlop,  Thos. 

Earle,  D.  M.  Farrclly,  Robert   Fleming,   Walter 

Forward,  John  Foiilkr'od,  Joseph  Fry,  John  Fuller, 

John  \.  Gamble,  Wm.  Gcarhart,  David  Gilmore, 

Virgil  Grenell,  Wm.  L.  Harris,  Thomas  Hastings, 

Ezra  S.  Hayhurst,  Wm.  Hays,  Abm.  HelUeiiitein, 

i\I.  Henderson,   Wm.   Henderson,    Wm.   Heister, 

Wm.   High,  Jos.  Hopkin-on,  John   Houpt,Jabez 

Hyde,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Phs.  Jenks,  Geo.  M.  Ktim, 

James  Kennedy,  .\aron  Kerr,  Jos.  KoniKmacher,  J. 

Krebs,  H.  G.  Long,  David  Lyons,  A.  Magce,  Joel 

K.  Mann,  W.  M.    Meredith,  James  Merrill,  Levi 

Merkef,  J.   MontKomery,   C.   Meyers,   D.   Nevin, 

Wm.  Overfield,   Hiram   Payne,  AT.  Pennypacker, 

Jas.   Porter,  J.  Madison  Porfer,  S.  .\.  Pu'rviance, 

E.  C.  Reigarl,  A.  H.  Read.  G.  W.  Riter.  Jno.  Rit- 

ter,  H.  G.  Rogers,  Samuel  Royer,  Jas.  M.  Russell, 

Daniel  Saeger.  John  M.   Scott,  Tobias  Sellers,  G. 

Seltzer,  Geo.  Scrrill,  Henry  Schcetz,  Geo.  Shilleto, 

T.  H.  Sill,  Oo.  Smith,  Wm.  Smyth,  Jos.  Snively, 

Jno.  B.   Slerigere,  Jacob    Stickel,  Ebenezer  W. 

Stnrdevant,  Thomas  Taggart,  Morgan  J.  Thomas, 

James  Todd, Thomas  Weaver,  Jacob  W.Wcidman, 

R.  G.  White.  G.  W.  Woodward,  R.  Young. 

(Attest.)  S.  Siiocii,  Secretary. 

Gkop.gf.  L.  Fauss,  )      ,1    ..  o  _• 
,    ,,-  '  >    .MS  /  Seer  s. 

J.     U  ir.LIAMS,  5 

[.-Vmcndmenls  between  brackets.]  , 


GENERAL  SCOTT. 
It  gives  us  much  pha^^ure  to  lay  beforeour  readers 
the  manly  and  soldier  like  coinninnication  of  general 
Scott  to  colonel  Uiighes,  commanding  her  majeslj''s 
forces  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  Although  a  spirit  of 
becoming  conrltsv  and  forbearance  pervades  the 
h-lter,  yet  it  has  alftlie  alli  ibules  which  li.ive  hitherto 
denoted  the  lofty  American  character  of  the  writer. 
Its  tone  and  sentiments  afford  an  ample  refutation  of 
the  false  and  inalieit.Hi-j  charges  against  general  Scott, 
made  by  speaker  McNahb.  and  the  members  of  the 
provincial  house  of  .vsembly.  [Mex.  Gnz 

From  the  Montreal  Gazelle  of  the  2ith  till. 
Headquarters,  eastern  dirisinn  V.  S.  armr/, 

Buffalo,  Jan.  29,  1839.    * 

Sir:  I  had  Ihe  honor  to  receive,  by  the  hand  of 
captain  Maitlaiid,  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  which 
enclosed  one  of  the  some  dale  from  captain  Drew,  of 
the  royal  navy,  and  I  have  since  received  the  com- 
munication of  colonel  McNabb,  commanding  her 
inaje^tv's  militia  and  naval  forces  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  dated  the  ISlh. 

I  begged  capt.  Maitland  to  offer  you  my  numerous 
and  pressing  engagements,  as  an  apology  for  not 
giving,  at  the  time,  a  more  formal  acknov\ lodgment 
of  the  first  and  secoml  notes:  and  Ihe  same  apology 
wa5  repeated  through  captain  Glasgow,  whom  I  ha»'a 
since  had  tLe  plcisur:  t-,-  receive  as  a  visiter. 
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Both  captai]i3  Maitland  and  Glasgow  liad  opportu  - 
nilies  (aiui  I  was  ]ileased  that  it  was  so)  to  witness 
thecharcter  of  my  occupations,  which  had  for  their 
object  the  defeat,  by  tiarmonizing  all  the  authorities, 
civil  and  military,  both  of  the  fieneral  and  state  gov- 
ernments, of  the  hostile  expedition  on  foot,  within 
our  jurisdiction,  against  her  majesty's  neighboring 
provinces. 

From  the  measures  taken,  and  ready  to  be  applied, 
I  am  happy  to  repeat  what  I  orally  comniurucated 
throu£;h  captains  Maitland  and  Glasgow,  that  I  en- 
tertain a  well  grounded  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
prevent  the  embarkation  of  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  men  and  arnis  of  that  expeiiition  on  this  side 
of  Cleveland;  and  brig.  gen.  Brady,  U.  S.  army, 
under  my  command  at  Detroit,  has  taken  measures, 
in  conjunction  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
Michigan,  to  maintain  the  obligations  of  neutrality 
in  that  quarter. 

At  this  place,  I  Ihink,  we  shall  be  able  to  prevent 
any  hostile  embarkation;  and  the  steamer  Barcelona 
lias  already  been  out,  and  will  proceed  again,  the 
moment  the  wind  shall  permit,  with  a  detachment  of 
the  United  Stales  troops,  and  the  proper  civil  officers, 
as  liigh  up  the  lake  as  Dunkirk,  looking  into  Catta- 
raugus and  Silver  creeks  on  the  way.  Another  and  a 
better  steamer,  the  Robert  Fulton,  will  follow  to- 
night, or  early  in  the  morning,  with  a  large  detach- 
ment. The  latter  may  go  as  fur  as  Detroit,  and  cer- 
tainly, the  weather  permitting,  as  high  as  Cleveland. 
The  object  of  both  boats  and  detachments  is  the  same 
— to  prevent  the  embarkation  of  the  hostile  expe- 
dition. 

As  was  explained  to  captains  Mailland  and  Glas- 
gow, my  powers  to  etfect  that  object  have  been  much 
enlarged  since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  my 
former  note,  and  we  (the  civil  authorities  and  my- 
self) are  daily  in  expectation  of  receiving  a  new  act 
of  congress,  giving  us  yet  more  ample  authoiity. 

The  steamer  New  England,  lying  in  this  port,  and 
understood  to  be  engaged  to  take  otf  portions  of  the 
hostile  expedition  from  points  above,  we  hope  to  find 
the  means  of  detaining.  1  have,  in  the  act  of  writ- 
ing this  sentence,  the  lurther  hope  of  hiring  and  tak- 
ing her  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

1  give  these  details  in  the  spirit  of  national  amity, 
and  m  the  sincere  hope  that  the  neutral  relations  of 
the  two  countries  may  long  be  maintained. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  advert,  and  I  shall 
merely  advert,  to  certain  points  in  the  three  commu- 
nications acknowledged  above. 

1  cannot  slipulate,  as  you  have  proposed,  as  the 
price  ol  your  respecting  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  "  to  stop  the  Barcelona,  or  any  vessel 
which  ma.y  be  employed  in  the  same  cause,  and  have 
her  examined,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  may 
have  any  of  the  rebels  on  board  lately  in  arms  upon 
Navy  Island,  or  any  of  their  arms  or  munitions  of 
war,"  and  so  I  said  orally,  through  captain  Mailland. 
and  added,  that,  while  I  should  be  happy  to  do  all 
that  our  laws  would  jiermit  to  mainlain  our  neutral 
relations  with  Great  Britain,  1  had  another  high  duty 
to  perforin — that  of  preventing,  by  all  the  means  I 
could  command,  the  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States. 

I  said,  in  my  note  of  the  1.5th  instant  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  armed  British  vessels  in  the 
Niagara,  that  it  gave  me  pain  to  perceive  the  armed 
vessels  anchored  in  our  water.'!,  with  the  probable  in- 
tention to  fire  upon  the  expedition  moving  within  the 
same  waters,  and  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  consid- 
er a  discharge  of  shot  or  sliell  from  or  into  our  wa- 
ters, from  the  armed  schooners  of  her  majesty,  as  an 
act  too  seriously  compromising  the  neutrality  of  the 
two  nations. 

Capt.  Drew,  in  the  reply  which  I  am  thus  acknow- 
ledging, has  been  pleased  to  mistake  my  point,  and 
to  raise  another,  which,  ceitainly,  in  time  of  peace, 
no  functionary  in  the  United  States  will  ever  ques- 
tion, viz.  the  common  riglit  of  both  nations  to  navi- 
gate, in  all  their  breadth,  the  waters  of  the  Niagara. 

Col.  McNabb  (who  will  pardon  me  for  not  address- 
ing myself  directly  to  hiin— indeed,  I  have  not  the 
time,  without  neglecting  some  urgent  duly  of  neu- 
trality) has  opened  upon  me  a  w-ide  field  of  com- 
plaint and  controversy.  With  what  may  be  his  pe- 
culiar views  of  international  law  as  ajiplicable  to  re- 
cent and  present  circumstances  on  this  fiontier,  1 
have,  in  the  way  of  discussion,  nothing  to  do.  That 
code  is  always  open  to  me,  and  I  shall  not  fail,  re- 
gardless of  his  admonitions,  to  apply  it  to  current 
events. 

I  will,  however,  state  to  you,  in  the  spirit  of  ami- 
ty, that  I  knew  when  the  steamer,  the  Barcelona, 
was,  on  the  loth,  IGlh,  and  17th  instant,  passing  np 
from  Grand  Island  to  this  port,  she  had  no  part  of  the 
personal  or  material  of  the  hostile  expedition  on 
board. 

Col.  McNabb  fells  me  that  "  but  for  an  unfortu- 
nate misapprehension  of  the  ordeis  given  by  capt. 
Drew,"  that  vessel   (she  alone  passed  up)  would 


have  been  assailed.  More  pacific  than  the  colonel,  i 
I  shall  call  that  misapprehension  a  most  fortunate 
event,  and  only  regret  that  some  equally  kind  influ- 
ence did  not  preside  over  the  friendly  relations  of 
the  two  countries  on  the  night  of  the  unhappy  affair 
of  the  Caroline. 

As  to  the  alleged  discharge  of  arms  from  grand 
Island,  on  the  13lh  instant,  by  a  paity  of  New  York 
militia,  upon  the  boat  of  lieut.  Emsiy,  of  the  royal 
navy,  and  the  correspcndence  which  ensued  be- 
tween col.  McNabb  and  col.  Ayres,  of  the  New 
York  mililia,  upon  the  subject,  I  have  no  knowledge 
except  through  col.  McNabb.  I  shall  inquire  for 
that  correspondence,  and  refer  the  whole  subject  for 
investigation  to  the  proper  state  authority  now  pre- 
sent, only  remarking  at  tliis  lime,  that  col.  Ayres 
was  not  then,  nor  is  yet,  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  under  my  command.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  all  that  is  proper  will  he  done  in  the  case, 
and  to  that  end  I  shall  give  my  attention. 

Gen.  Arcularius,  who  has,  I  know  not  how,  got 
into  correspondence  with  her  majesty's  authorities 
on  this  frontier,  has,  I  believe,  returned  to  Albany. 
He  held  no  command  on  this  frontier,  either  under 
the  state  or  general  government,  being  here,  I  learn, 
as  the  agent  of  the  former,  to  claim  and  to  get  pos- 
session of  certain  arms  purloined  from  the  state  arse- 
nals. Many  of  these  cannon  and  muskets  have 
already  been  recovered,  ami  we  hope  soon  to  recover 
the  remainder. 

I  have  received  a  note  from  Lewiston,  stating  that 
a  ferry  boat  belonging  to  that  place  and  Queeiiston, 
has  for  some  cause  or  other,  been  detained  on  your 
side  of  the  river,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  our 
people  in  that  neighborhood.  I  make  no  complaint 
on  the  subject,  because  I  am  ignorant  of  all  the  ma- 
terial circumstances  ;  but  will  suggest  whether  it 
may  not  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  good  feel- 
ings on  both  si<les  to  permit  the  ferry  boat  to  resume 
her  usual  trips,  particularly  as  I  think  I  can  assure 
you  all  the  navy  Island  people  have  advanced  up 
the  country  to  this  place  and  beyond. 
I  have  the  honor,  he. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S.  I  have  engaged  the  New  England,  and  a 
party  of  troops  has  just  gone  down  to  take  posses- 
sion of  her.  The  hostile  expedition  can  now  obtain 
no  boat  this  side  of  Erie.  W.  S. 

Col.  C.  Hughes,  British  army,  commanding,  ^c. 


MR.  WEBSTER'S  SECOND  SPEECH 

O.V  THE  SnB-TREASURY  BILL. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  March 
12,  1S38. 

Mk.  President:  Having  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  debate  expressed,  in  a  general  manner,  my  op- 
position to  this  bill,  I  must  hnd  an  apology  lor 
again  addressing  the  senate,  in  the  acknowledged 
importance  of  the  measure,  the  novelty  of  its  char- 
acter, and  the  division  ol  opinion  respecting  it 
which  is  known  to  exist  in  botli  houses  of  congress. 

To  be  able,  in  this  state  of  things,  to  give  a  pre- 
ponderance to  that  side  of  the  question  which  1 
embrace,  is,  perhaps,  more  than  I  ought  to  hope  ; 
but  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  done  all  which  my  duty 
demands,  until  I  make  anothi'r  eitbrt. 

The  functions  of  this  government  which,  in  time 
of  peace,  most  materially  allect  the  happiness  of 
the  people,  are  those  which  respect  commerce  and 
revenue.  The  bill  before  us  touches  both  these 
great  interests.  It  projioses  lo  act  directly  on  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  government,  and  it  is 
expected  to  act,  also,  indirectly,  on  commerce  and 
currency  ;  while  its  friends  and  supporters  alto- 
gether abstain  from  other  measures,  deemetl  by  a 
great  portion  of  congress  and  of  the  country,  to  be 
indispensably  demanded  by  the  present  exigency. 

We  have  arrived,  Mr.  President,  towards  the 
close  of  a  half  century  from  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  During  the  progress  of  these  years, 
our  population  has  increased  from  three  to  four 
millions  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  ;  our  com- 
merce, from  little  or  nothing,  to  an  export  of  a  hun- 
dred and  ninety  millions,  and  an  import  of  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  and  a  half  millions,  in  the 
year  18.36.  Our  mercantile  tonnage  approaches 
near  to  two  millions.  We  have  a  revenue,  and  an 
expenditure,  of  thirty  millions  a  year.  The  man- 
ufactures of  the  country  have  attained  very  great 
importance,  and,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the 
derangement  of  the  currency,  were  in  a  prosperous 
and  growing  stale.  The  produce  of  the  fisheries 
has  become  vast;  and  the  general  production  of 
the  labor  and  capital  of  the  country  is  increasing, 
far  beyond  all  example  in  other  countries,  or  other 
times,  and  has  already  reached  an  amount  which, 
to  those  who  have  not  investigated  the  subject, 
would  seem  incredible. 


The  commerce  of  the  UnitedStates,  sir,  is  spread 
over  the  globe.  It  pursues  its  objects  in  all  seas, 
and  finds  its  way  into  every  port  which  the  laws  of 
trade  do  not  shut  against  its  approach.  With  all 
the  disadvantages  of  more  costly  materials,  and  ol 
higher  wages,  and  often  in  despite  of  unequal  and 
unfavorable  commercial  regulations  of  other  states, 
the  enterprise,  vigor,  and  economy  which  distin- 
guish our  navigating  interest,  enable  it  to  show  our 
flag,  in  competition  with  the  most  favored  and  the 
most  skilful,  in  the  various  quarters  of  the  world. 
In  the  mean  time,  internal  activity  does  not  lag  nor 
loiter.  New  and  useful  ino4es  of  intercourse  and 
facilities  of  transportation  are  established,  or  are  in 
progress,  everywhere.  Public  works  are  projected 
and  pushed  forward,  in  a  spirit,  which  grasps  at 
high  and  vast  objects,  with  a  bold  defiance  of  all 
expense.  The  aggregate  value  of  the  property  of 
the  country  is  augmented  daily.  A  constant  de- 
mand for  new  capital  exists,  although  a  debt  has 
already  been  contracted  in  Europe,  for  sums  ad- 
vanced to  states,  corporations,  and  individuals,  for 
purposes  connected  with  internal  improvement; 
which  debt  cannot  now  be  less  than  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Spreading  over  a  great  extent, 
embracing  different  climates,  and  with  vast  variety 
of  products,  we  find  an  intensely  excited  spirit  of 
industry  and  enterprise  to  pervade  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  while  its  external  commerce,  as  I  have  already 
said,  sweeps  over  all  seas.  We  are  connected  with 
all  commercial  countries,  and,  most  of  all,  with 
that  which  has  established  and  sustained  the  most 
stupendous  system  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  which  collects  and  disburses  an  incredible 
amount  of  annual  revenue  ;  and  which  uses,  to 
this  end,  and  as  means  of  currency  and  circulation, 
a  mixe<l  money  of  metal  and  paper. 

Such  a  mixed  system,  sir,  has  also  prevailed 
with  us,  from  the  beginning.  Gold  and  silver,  and 
convertible  bank  paper,  have  always  constituted 
our  actual  money.  The  people  are  used  to  this 
system.  It  has  hitherto  commanded  their  confi- 
dence, and  fulfilled  their  expectations.  We  have 
had,  in  succession,  two  national  banks  ;  each  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  Local  or  state  banks  have, 
at  the  same  time,  been  in  operation;  and  no  man  of 
intelligence  or  candor  can  deny  that,  during  these 
Ibrty  years,  and  with  the  operation  of  a  national 
and  these  state  institutions,  the  currency  of  the 
country,  upon  the  whole,  has  been  safe,  cheap, 
convenient,  and  satisfactory.  When  the  govern- 
ment was  established,  it  found  convertible  bank 
paper,  issued  by  state  banks,  already  in  circulation  ; 
and  with  this  circulation  it  did  not  interfere.  The 
United  States,  indeed,  had  themselves  established 
a  bank,  under  the  old  confederation,  with  authority 
to  issue  paper.  A  system  of  mixed  circulation, 
therefore,  was  exactly  that  system  which  this  con- 
stitution, at  its  adoption,  found  already  in  existence. 
There  is  not  the  slightestevidonceof  any  intention, 
in  establishing  the  constitution,  to  overthrow  or 
abolish  this  system,  although  it  certainly  was  the 
object  of  the  constitution  to  abolish  bills  of  credit, 
and  all  paper  intended  for  circulation,  issued  upon 
the  faith  of  the  states  alone.  Inasmuch  as  what- 
ever then  existed,  of  the  nature  of  money  or  cur- 
rency, rested  on  state  legislation  ;  and  as  it  was  not 
possible  that  uniformity,  general  credit,  and  gen- 
eral confidence  could  result  from  local  and  sepa- 
rate acts  of  the  states,  there  is  evidence — I  think 
abundant  evidence — that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  to  give  to  congress  a 
cnritrollini;  power  over  the  whole  subject,  to  the 
end  that  tliere  should  be,  for  the  whole  country,  a 
currency  of  uniform  value.  Congress  has  hereto- 
fore exercised  this  authority,  and  fulfilled  the  cor- 
responding duties.  It  has  maintained,  for  forty 
years  out  of  forty-nine,  a  national  institution,  pro- 
ceeding from  its  power,  aiul  responsible  to  the 
general  government.  With  intervals  of  derange- 
ment, brought  about  by  war  and  other  occurren- 
ces, this  whole  system,  taken  altogether,  has  been 
greatly  successful  in  its  actual  operation.  We  have 
lound  occasion  to  create  no  difference  between  gov- 
ernment and  people — between  money  for  revenue, 
and  money  for  the  general  use  of  the  country. — 
Until  the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  gov- 
ernment had  manifested  no  disposition  to  look  out 
for  itself  exclusively.  What  was  good  enough  for 
the  people,  was  good  enough  for  go\ernment.  No 
condescending  and  gracious  preference  had,  before 
that  period,  ever  been  tendered  to  members  of  con- 
gress, over  other  persons  having  claims  ujion  the 
public  funds.  Such  a  singular  spectacle  had  never 
been  exhibited,  as  an  amicable,  disinterested,  and 
patriotic  understanding,  between  those  who  are  to 
vote  taxes  on  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
plenishing the  treasury,  and  those  who,  from  the 
treasury,  dispense  the  money  back  again  among 
those  who  have  claims  on  it.  In  tl-'it  respect  I 
think  the  secretary  stands   alone.     He  is  the  first. 
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s  1  far  as  I  know,  in  our  long  list  of  able  heads  of ,  one  or  two  s^fnerations.  Tlif  abolition  of  lliu  rights 
departments,  who  has  thought  it  a  delicate  anil  of  primogeniture ;  the  descent  ofproperty  of  every 
sicillul  touch,  in  financial  administration,  to  be  par-  j  sort  to  females  as  well  as  males  ;  the  cheap  and 
ticularly  kind  ajid  complaisant  to  the  interest  of  >  easy  means  by  which  propeity  is  transferred  and 
the  law-(nakers, — those  who  hold  the  tax-laying  conveyed  ;  tlie  high  price  of  labor;  the  low  price 
power;  the  first  whose  great  deference  and  cor-  of  land  ;  the  genius  of  our  political  iiislilutiohs ; 
dial  regard  for  members  of  congress  have  led  him  i  in  fine,  every  thing  belonging  to  us,  counteracts 
to  provide,  for  them,  as  the   medium  of  payment    large  accumulation.     This  is  our  acluil  system 


and  receipt,   something  more  valuable  than  is  pro- '  Our  politics,  our    constitutions,    our    elementary  '  their  ho| 


Now,  Mr.  President,  what  I  understand  by  the 
credit  .system  is,  that  which  thus  connects  laborand 
capital,  by  giving  to  labor  the  use  of  capital.  In 
other  Words,  intelligence,  good  character,  and  good 
morals  bestow  on  those  who  have  not  capital,  a 
power,  a  tiust,  a  confidence,  which  enables  them  to 
obtain  it,  and  to  employ  it  usefully  lor  themselvi  s 
nil  others.     These   active  men  of  business  bnild 


vided.  at  the  same  time,  for  the  army,  the  navy 
the  judges,  the  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  the 
various  classes  of  laborers  in  the  pay  of  govern- 
ment. 

Through  our  whole  history,  sir,  we  have  found 
a  convertible  paper  currency,  under  proper  con- 
trol, higlily  useful,  by  its  pliability  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  by  its  capacity  of  enlargement,  in  a  rea- 
sonable degree,  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  new  and 
enterprising  commnnily.     As  I  have  already  said 


laws,  our  habits,  all  centre  in  this  point,  or  lend  to 
this  result.  From  where  I  now  stand,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  northeast,  vastly  the  greatest  pait  of 
the  property  of  the  country  is  In  tlie  hands  and 
ownership  of  those  whose  personal  industry  is  em- 
ployed in  some  form  of  productive  labor.  General 
cumpetence,  generalediication,  enterprise,  activity, 
and  industry,  such  as  never  before  pervaded  any 
society,  are  the  characteristics  which  distinguish 
the  people  who   live,   and   move,   and   act  in  this 


sir,  we  owe  a  permanent  debt  of  a  hnndrtd  mil-  state  of  things,  such  as  I  have  described  it. 
lions  abroad  ;  and  the  present  abundance  of  money  Now,  sir.  if  this  view  be  true,  as  I  think  it  is, 
iu  England,  and  the  state  of  demand  here,  this  ,  all  must  perceive  that,  in  the  United  States,  capital 
amount  will  probably  be  incieas;:d.  But  it  must  be  ]  connol  say  to  labor  and  industry,  "stand  ye  yon- 
evident  to  every  one,  that,  so  long  as,  by  a  safe  use  der,  while  1  come  up  hither ;"  hut  labor  and  indiis- 
of  paper,  we  give  some  reasonable  expansion  to  try  lay  hold  on  capital,  break  it  into  parcels,  use  it, 
our  own  circulation,  or  at  least  do  not  reasonably  tdilfuse  it  widely,  and,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  re- 
contract  it,  we  do,  to  that  extent,  create  or  main-  '  pose  in  its  own  inertness,  compel  it  to  act  at  once 


tain  an  ability  for  loans  among  ourselves,  and  so 
far  diminish  the  amount  of  annual  interest  paid 
abroad. 

But  let  me  now,  Mr.  President,  ask  the  attention 
of  the  senate  to  another  subject,   upon    wliicli,  iu 


s  their  own  stimulus  and  their  own  instrument 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  There  is  another  view 
still  more  immediately  alfecting  the  operation  and 
use  of  credit.  In  every  wealthy  coinmunity,  how- 
ever equally  property  may  be  divided,  there  will 
always  be  some  property-holders  who  live  on  its 
income.     If  this  property    be  land,    they    live    on 


deed,  much   has  already  been  said.     I   mean   that 
which  is  usually  called  the  credit  systk.t*. 

Sir,  what  is  that  system.'  Wliy  is  creJit  a  word  rent;  if  it  be  money,  they  live  on  its  interest.  Th 
of  so  much  solid  importance,  and  ol  so  powerliiT  amount  of  real  estate  held  in  this  country  on  lease 
charm,  ill  the    United   States?     Why   is   it   that  a  ,  is  comparatively  very  small,  except   in    the  cities 

shock  has  b.>en  felt  thrjugh   all  classes  and  all  in-    But  there  are  individuals  and  families,  trustees  and  [  fiient  agent,  which  assists  lionesly  and  enterprise 
terests,  the  first  momerit  that  this  credit  has  been    guardians,  and  various  literary   and  charitable  in- |  in  obtaining  comfort  and  independence, 
disturbed?     Does  its  importance  belong,  equally,  to  1  stitulions,  who  have   occasion' to   invest   funds  for  j      Mr.  President   take  away  this  credit    and  what 


!  of  success  on  their  attentivcness,  their 
and  their  integrity.  A  wider  theatre  for 
useful  activity  is  under  their  feet,  and  around  them, 
tlian  was  ever  spread  belore  the  eyes  of  the  young 
and  enterprising  generations  of  men,  on  any  other 
spot  enli.'htened  by  the  sun.  Before  them  is  the 
ocean.  Every  thing  in  that  direction  invites  them 
to  cHorts  uli'iiterprise  and  industry  in  the  pursuits 
of  commeice  and  the  fisheries.  Around  them,  on 
all  hands,  arc  thriving  and  prosperous  manufac- 
lures:  an  improving  agriculture,  and  the  doily  pre- 
sentation of  new  objects  of  internal  improvement  : 
while  behind  them  is  almost  half  a  continent  ol  the 
richest  land,  at  the  cheapest  prices,  under  heallhlul 
climates,  and  washed  by  the  most  magnificent  rivers 
that  on  any  |iart  of  the  globe  pay  their  I  oinage  to 
the  sea.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  glowing  and 
glorious  prospects,  they  are  neither  restrained  by 
ignorance  nor  smitten  down  by  the  penurv  of  per- 
sonal circumstances.  They  are  not  compelled  to 
contemplate,  in  hopelessness  and  despair,  all  the 
advantages  thus  bestowed  on  their  condition  by 
Providence.  Capital  though  they  may  haic  little 
or  none,  rnr.DiT  supplies  its  place;  not  as  the  re- 
fuge of  the  prodigal  and  the  reckless;  not  as  grati- 
fying present  wants  with  the  certainty  ol  Intiiic 
absolute  ruin  ;  but  as  the  genius  of  honorable  trust 
and  confidence;  as  the  blessing,  voluntarilv  oH'ered 
to  good  character  and  to  good  conduct ;  as  the  beni- 


all  commercial  states?     Or  are  there  peculiarities  j  the  purpose  of  annual    moneyed   income.     Where 

in  our  condition,  our  habits,  and  modes  of  business,  do  they   invest?     Where   can   they  invest?     The 

which  make  credit  more  indispensable,  and  mingle  answer  to  these  questions  shows  at  once  a  mighty 

it  more  naturally,   more  intimately,  with  the  life-  dill'erence    between  the   state  of  things    here,   and 

blood  of  our  system  ?  that   iu    England.       Here,  these   investments,   to 

A  full  and  philosophical  answer  to  these  inqui-  produce   a   moneyed   income,  are  made  in  banks, 

ries,  Mr.  President,  would   demand   that  I   should  insurance    companies,    canal    and    railroad    cor- 


set forth  both  the  ground- work  and  the  stiucture  of 
our  social  system.  It  would  show  that  tlie  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  have  as  broad  a  foun- 
dation as  its  papular  constitutions.  Undoubtedly 
there  are  peculiarities  in  that  system,  resulting 
from  the  nature  of  our  political  institutions,  from 
our  elementary  laws,  and  from  the  general  charac-  ! 
ter  of  the  people.  These  peculiarities  most  un 
questionably  give  to  credit,  or  to  those  means  and 


porations,  and  other  similar  institutions.  Placed 
thus  immediately  in  active  han<ls.  this  capital, 
it  is  evident,  becomes  at  once  the  basis  of  busi- 
ness; it  gives  occupation,  pays  labor,  excites 
enterprise,  and  performs,  in  short,  all  the  functions 
of  employed  money.  But,  in  England,  invest- 
ments for  such  purposes  usually  take  another  di- 
rection. There  is,  in  England,  a  vast  amount  of 
public  stocks,  as  eight  or   nine   hundr-.-d  million; 


those  arrangements,  by   whatcrer  names   we   call    sterling  of  public  debt  actually  exists,  constitutiii 


them,  which  are  calculated  to  keep  the  whole,  o: 
by  far  the  greater  part,  of  the  capital  of  the  coun 
try  in  a  state  of  constant  activity,  a  degree  of  im 
portance  far  exceeding  what  is  experienced  else 
where. 

In  the  old  countries  of  Europe  there  is  a  clear 


to  the  amount  of  its  annual  interest,  a  charge  on 
the  active  capital  and  industry  of  the  coiintiy.  In 
the  hands  of  individuals,  portions  ol  this  debt  are 
capital;  that  is,  they    produce   income   to  the  pro 


remains?  I  do  not  ask  what  remains  to  the  few, 
but  to  the  many  ?  Take  away  thi.s  system  of  cre- 
dit, and  then  tell  me  what  is'lell  lor  labor  and  in- 
dustry, but  mere  manual  toil  and  daily  drudgery  ? 
If  we  adopt  a  system  that  withdraws  capital  from 
active  employment,  do  we  not  diminish  the  rales 
of  wages  ?  If  we  curtail  the  general  business  of 
society,  dois  not  every  laboring  man  find  his  con- 
dition grow  daily  worse?  In  the  politics  of  the 
day,  sir,  we  hear  much  said  about  divorces;  and 
when  we  abolish  credit,  we  shall  divorce  labor 
from  capital  ;  and,  depend  on  it,  sir,  when  we  di- 
vorce labor  from  capital,  capital  is  hoarded,  and 
labor  starves. 

The  declaration,  so  often  quoted,  that  "all  who 
trade  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,"  is  the 
most  aiislocratic  sentiment  ever  uttered  in  this 
country.  It  is  a  sentiment  which,  if  carried  out 
by  political  arrangement,  would  condemn  the  great 

ajority  of  mankind  to   the  perpetual  condition  of 


prietors, and  income  witliout  labor;  while  in  a 


ijjjj  mere  day-laborers.     It   goes  to   take   away  from 


lioiial  point  of  view,  it  is   mere   debt.     What  was 


and  well-defined  line,  between  capital  and  labor:  a  i  was  obtained  for  it,  or  that  on  account  of  which  it 
line  whicli  strikes  through  society  with  a  horizon-  was  contracted,  has  been  spent  in  the  long  and  ar- 
tal  sweep,  leaving  on  one  side  wealth,  in  masses,  '  diious  wars,  which  the  country  has  sustained,  from 
holden  by  few  hands,  anil  those  having  little  par-  j  the  time  of  king  William  the  third,  to  our  own 
ticipation  in  the  laborious  pursuits  of  life  ;  on  the  |  days.  There  are  thousands  of  individuals,  there- 
other,  the  thronging  multitudes  of  labor,  w  ith  here  !  fore,  whose  fixid  income  arises,  not  from  the  activ  e 
and  there,  only,  an  instance  of  such  accumulation  '  use  of  properly,  either  in  their  own  hands,  or  the 
of  earnings  as  to  deserve  the  name  of  capital. —  [  hands  of  others,  but  from  the  interest  on  that  part 
This  distinction,  indeed,  is  not  universal  and  abso-  |  of  this  national  charge  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
lute  iu  any  of  the  commercial  states  of  Europe,  |  If,  therefore,  we  use  the  term  capita!  not  in  the 
and  it  grows  less  and  less  definite  as  commerce  ad-  |  sense  of  political  economy  exactly,  but  as  imply- 
vances ;  the  effect  ol  commerce  and  manufactures,  I  ing  whatever  returns  income  to  individuals,  we 
as  all  history  shows,  being  every  where,  to  ditfuse  I  find  an  almost  incalculable  mass  so  circumstanced 
wealth,  and  not  to  aid  its  accumulation  in  few  hands,  i  as  not  to  be  the  basis  of  active  operations. 
But  still  the  line  is  greatly  more  broad,  marked,  j  To  illustrate  this  idea  further,  sii,  let  us  sup- 
and  visible  in  European  nations,  than  in  the  United  ;  pose  that,  by  some  occurrence,  (such  as  is  certainly 
States.     In  those  nations  the  gains  of  capital,  and  i  never  to  be  expected,)  this  debt  should  be  paid  oil  ; 


wages,  or  the  earnings  of  labor,  are  not  only  dis 
liuct  in  idea,  as  elements  of  th«  science  of  political 
Tnomy,  but,  to  a  great  degree,  also,  distinct  in 
fact  ■    ■    ■  •        ■  •  - 


suppose  its    holders   were   to    receii 

their  full  amounts;  what  would  they  do  with  them? 

Why,  sir,  if  they  were   obli:;pil  to' loan    the   onc- 


them  all  that  solace  and  hope  which  arises  fron 
possessing  something  which  they  can  call  their 
own.  A  man  loves  his  own;  it  is  fit  and  natural 
that  he  should  do  so;  and  he  will  love  his  country 
and  its  institutions,  if  he  have  some  stake  in  it, 
although  it  he  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  general 
mass  of  property.  If  it  be  but  a  cottage,  an  acre, 
a  garden,  its  possession  raises  him,  gives  him  self- 
respect,  and  strengthens  his  attachment  to  his  coun- 
try. It  is  our  happy  condition,  by  the  blessings  of 
providence,  that  almost  every  man  of  sound  health, 
industrious  habits,  an-l  good  morals,  can  ordinarily 
attain,  at  least,  to  this  degree  of  comfort  and  res- 
pectability: and  it  is  a  result  devoutly  to  be  wish- 
ed, both  lor  its  individual  and  its  general  cousc- 
quences. 

But  even  to  this  degree  of  acquisition,  that  cre- 
dit, of  which  1  have  already  said  so  much,  (as  its 
general  elU-ct  is  to  raise  the  price  of  wa^'es,  and 
render  industry  productive,)  is  liijhly  important. 
There  is  no  condition  so  low.  il  it  be  attended 
redit  does 
am- 


ict  ;  and  their  respective  claims,  and  merits,  and  qiiarterpart  into  the  hands  of  the  industrious  classes,  with  industry  and  economy  which  this  credit  d 
lodes  of  relative  adjustment,  become  subjects  of  lor  the  purposes  of  employment  in  active  bnsi- !  not  beiiefi  las  any  one  will  find,  if  he  will  exa 
discussion  and  of  public  regulation.  Now,  sir,  ness;  and  if  this  operation  'could  be  accompanied  I  """  and  lollow  out  its  operation.-, 
every  body  may  see  tliat  that"  is  a  state  ol  things  by  Ihe  same  intelligence  and  industry  among  the  Such,  .Mr.  President,  b--?ing  the  credit  system  in 
which  does  not  exist  with  us.  We  have  no  such  p'eople  which  prevail  with  us,  the  result  would  do  the  United  States,  as  I  understand  it,  I  now  add, 
visible  and  broad  distinction  between  caiiilal  and  '.  more  toward  r.iising  the  character  of  the  laboring  |  that  the  hanks  have  been  the  agents  and  (heir  cir- 
labor;  and  much  of  the  general  happiness  of  all  ,  classes,  than  all  reforms  iu  parliament,  and  other  ;  dilation  the  irulriiment,  by  which  the  general  ope- 
classes  results  from  this.  With  us,  labor  is  every  i  general  political  operations.  It  would  be  as  il :  lations  of  this  credit  have  been  condiirled.  Much 
day  au:;inenting  its  means  by  its  own  industry  ;  I  this  debt  had  never  been  contracted;  as  if  the  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  placed  at  interest,  is 
not  in  a"ll  cases," indeed,  but  in  very  manv.  Its  sa-  money  had  never  been  spent,  and  now  remained  vested  in  hank  slock,  and  those  who  borrow,  bnr- 
vingsof  yesterday  become  its  capital,  therefore,  of!  part  of  Ihe  eclive  capital  of  the  country,  employed  |  row  at  the  l...nks:  and  disconnls  of  bills,  and  aii- 
to-day.  On  the  other  hand,  vastly  the  greater  por-  j  in  the  business  of  life.  But  Ibis  debt,  sir,  has  ere-  I  ticipation  of  payments,  in  all  its  forms,  the  regular 
tion  of  the  property  of  the  country  exists  iu  such  i  aled  an  enormous  amount  of  private  properly,  upon  and  appropriate  duty  of  banks,  prevail  univer- 
small  quantities  that  its  holders  cannot  dispense  al- I  the  income  of  which   its  owners  live,   which  does   sally. 

together  with  their  own  personal  industry;  or  if,  |  not  requi,-e  their  own  active  labor  or  that  of  other.;.  In  Ihe  north,  the  banks  have  enabled  Ihe  manii- 
in'some  instances,  capital  be  accumulated  till  it  ,  We  have  no  such  debt ;  we  have  no  such  mode  of  |  factiirers  nl  all  classes,  to  realize  the  proceeds  of 
rises  to  what  may  be  cal'u  I  affluence,  it  is  usually  investment;  and  this  circumstance  gives  quite  a  dif- j  their  indu-try  at  an  early  moment.  The  course 
disintegrated  and  broken  into   particles  again,  i'n  i  ferent  aspect  and  a  different  reality  to  our  condr.ion.  I  lias   been,   that  the  producers  ol  commodities   lor 
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southern  consumption,  liaviiis  despatched  tlieir 
products,  draw  llieir  bills.  These  bills  are  dis- 
counted at  the  banks,  and  with  the  proceeds  other 
raw  material  is  bought,  and  other  labor  paid;  and 
thus  the  general  business  is  continued  in  progress. 
All  this  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  had  op- 
portunity to  be  acquainted  with  such  concerns. 

But  bank  credit  has  not  been  more  necessary  to 
the  north  than  to  the  south.  Indeed,  no  where  has 
interest  been  higher,  or  the  demand  lor  capital 
greater,  or  the  lull  benefit  of  credit  more  indispen- 
sable, than  in  the  new  cotton  and  sugar-growing 
states.  I  ask  gentlemen  from  those  states  if  this 
be  not  so?  flave  not  the  plantations  been  bought, 
and  the  necessary  labor  procured, to  a  great  ex- 
tent, on  credit?  lias  not  this  credit  been  obtained 
at  the  banks  ?  Even  now  do  they  not  find  credits, 
or  advances  on  their  crops,  important  in  enabling 
them  to  get  those  crops  to  market?  And  if  there 
had  been  no  credit — if  a  hard-money  sy.stem  had 
prevailed,  let  me  ask  them  what  would  have  been, 
at  this  moment,  the  condition  of  things  in  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  ?  These 
states,  sir,  with  Tennessee,  and  the  south  atlantic 
states,  constitute  the  great  plantation  interest. 
That  there  has  been  a  vast  demand  for  capital  to 
be  invested  in  this  interest,  is  sufficiently  proved, 
by  the  high  price  paid  for  the  use  of  money. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  credit  is  as  essential  to  the 
great  export  of  the  south,  as  to  any  other  interest. 
The  agriculture  of  the  cotton  and  sugar-producing 
states  partakes,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  of 
the  nature  of  commerce.  The  product  and  sale  of 
one  great  staple  only,  is  an  operation  essentially 
dilferent  from  ordinary  farming  pursuits.  The  ex- 
ports of  the  south,  indeed,  may  be  considered  as 
the  aggregate  result  of  various  forms  and  modes  of 
industry,  carried  on  by  various  hands,  and  in  \'ari- 
ous  places,  rather  than  as  the  mere  product  of  the 
plantation.  That  product  itself  is  local;  but  its 
indispensable  aids  and  means  are  drawn  from  every 
part  of  the  union.  What  is  it,  sir,  that  enables 
southern  labor  to  apply  itself  so  exclusively  to  the 
cultivation  of  these  great  articles  for  export?  Cer- 
tainly, it  is  so  applied,  because  its  own  necessities 
for  provision  and  clothing  are  supplied,  meanwhile, 
from  other  quarters.  The  south  raises  to  sell,  and 
not  to  consume;  and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
it  supplies  itself  with  whatever  its  own  consump- 
tion demands.  There  are  exceptions  ;  but  this  is 
the  general  truth.  The  hat-makers,  shoe-makers, 
furniture-makers,  and  carriage-makers  of  the  north, 
the  spinners  at  Lowell,  and  the  weavers  at  Phila- 
delphia, are  all  contributors  to  the  general  product 
both  of  cotton  and  sugar,  for  export  abroad;  as 
are  the  live-stock  raisers  of  Kentucky,  the  grain- 
growing  farmers,  and  all  who  produce  and  vend  pro- 
visions, in  Indiana,  Oliio  and  Illinois.  The  north- 
ern ship-owner  and  the  mariner,  who  carry  these 
products  to  market,  are  agents  acting  to  the  same 
end;' and  so  are  they  too  who,  little  thinking  of 
cotton-fields,  or  sugar  estates,  are  pursuing  their 
adventurous  employment  in  the  whale  fisheries, 
over  the  whole  surface,  and  among  all  the  islands, 
of  the  Pacific  and  the  Indian  oceans.  If  we  take 
the  annual  cotton  crop  at  sixty  millions  of  dollars, 
we  may,  |ierhaps,  find  that  the  amount  of  forty- 
five  millions  is  expended,  either  for  interest  on 
capilal  advanced,  or  for  the  expense  of  clothing 
and  supporting  labor,  or  in  the  charges  which  be- 
long to  the  household,  the  education  of  families, 
and  to  the  domestic  expenditure  of  the  propri- 
etor. 

Thus,  sir,  all  the  laborious  classes,  are,  in  truth, 
cotton-growers  and  sugar-makers.  Each,  in  its 
own  way,  and  to  the  extent  of  its  own  productive- 
ness, contributes  to  swell  the  magnitude  of  that 
enormous  export,  which  was  nothing  at  the  coai- 
mencement  of  this  government,  and  which  now 
has  run  up  to  so  many  millions.  Through  all  thes'-' 
operalions  the  stream  of  credit  has  constantly 
flowed,  and  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  will  not 
be  checked  and  interrupted,  embarrassed  and 
thwarted,  if  this  stream  be  now  dried  up.  This 
connexion  of  the  various  interests  of  the  country 
with  one  another  forms  an  important  and  interest- 
ing topic.  It  is  one  of  the  natural  ties  of  the 
union.  The  variety  of  production,  and  mutual 
wants  mutually  supplied,  constitute  a  strong  bond 
between  dilferent  states ;  and  long  may  that  bond 
l.isf,  growing  with  their  growth,  and  strengthening 
with  their  strength  ! 

But,  Mr.  President,  that  portion  of  our  produc- 
tions which  takes  the  furmof  export,  becomes  dis- 
tinct and  visible;  it  is  prominent  and  striking, and 
is  seen  and  wondered  at,  by  every  body.  The 
annual  returns  all  show  it,  and  every  day's  com- 
mercial intelligence  spealcs  of  it.  We  gaze  at  it 
with  admiration,  and  the  world  is  no  less  admiring 
th:in  ourselves. 

WMi  other  branches  of  industry  the  case  is  quite 


different.  The  products  of  these  branches,  being 
put  in  the  train  of  domestic  exchanges,  and  con- 
sumed in  the  country,  do  not  get  into  statistical  ta- 
bles, are  not  collected  in  masses,  and  are  seldom 
presented,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  public  view. 
They  are  not  of  the  character  of  a  few  large  and 
mighty  rivers,  but  of  a  thousand  little  streams, 
meandering  through  all  the  fields  of  business  and 
of  life,  and  refreshing  and  fertilizing  the  whole. 

Few  of  us,  Mr.  President,  are  aware  of  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  general  production  of 
the  country,  if  it  could  be  accurately  ascertained. 
The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  re- 
commendation of  the  intelligent  chief  inagisliate 
of  that  state,  has  caused  to  bo  prepared  and  pub- 
lished a  report  on  the  condition  and  products  of 
certain  branches  of  its  industry,  for  the  year  end 
ingin  April,  1837.  The  returns  of  the  authorities 
of  each  city  and  town  were  made,  apparently,  with 
much  care;  and  the  whole  has  been  collated  by 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  result  distinctly  pre- 
sented in  well-arranged  statistical  tables.  From  a 
summary  of  the  statements  in  these  tables,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  selecting  a  few  articles,  and  of 
adverting  to  them  here,  as  instnnces,or  specimens, 
of  the  annual  product  of  labor  and  industry  in  that 
state. 

And  to  begin  with  a  very  necessary  and  impor- 
tant article;  I  find,  that  of  boots  and  shoes,  the 
value  of  the  whole  amount  manufactured  within 
the  year  exceeds  fourteen  millions  and  a  hall  of 
dollars.  If  the  amount  of  other  articles  of  the 
same  class,  or  material,  be  added,  viz  :  leather,  sad- 
dles, trunks,  harness.  Sec.  the  total  will  be  not  far 
from  eighteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

I  will  read  the  names  of  some  other  articles, 
and  state  the  amount  of  annual  product  belonging 
to  each  : 

Cotton  fabrics  -  -  -  jl;17,409,000 
Woollen  fabrics      -         -         -  10,399,000 

Fisheries 7,592,000 

Books  and  stationery,  and  paper  -  2, .592, 000 
Soap  and  candles  -  .  .  .  1,620,000 
Nails,  brads,  and  tacks  -  -  -  2,500,000 
Machinery  of  various  kinds  -  -  1,235,000 
Agricultural  implements         -       -        G45,000 

Glass  831,000 

Hats 700,000 

Clothing,  neckcloths,  Sic.  -  -  2,013,000 
Wool 539,000 

These,  sir,  are  samples.  The  grand  total  is 
ninety-one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
From  this,  however,  deductions  are  to  be  mads  for 
the  cost  of  the  raw  material  when  imported,  and 
for  certain  articles  enumerated  under  dilferent 
heads.  But,  then,  the  whole  statement  is  confined 
to  some  branches  of  industry  only  ;  and  to  present 
an  entire  and  comprehensive  view,  there  shoulil  be 
added  the  gains  of  commerce  within  the  year,  the 
earnings  of  navigation,  and  almost  the  whole  agri- 
cultural product  of  the  state. 

The  result  of  all,  if  it  could  be  collated  and  ex- 
hibited together,  would  show  that  the  annual  pro- 
duct of  Massachusetts  capital  and  Massachusetts 
industry  exceeds  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  Massachusetts  is  a  small  state,  in  extent 
of  territory.  You  may  mark  out  her  dimensions 
seven  or  eight  times  on  the  map  of  Virginia.  Yet 
her  population  is  seven  hundred  thousand  souls; 
and  the  annual  result  of  their  laborious  industry, 
economy, and  labor,  is  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  President,  in  looking  over  this  result,  it  is 
most  gratifying  to  find,  that  its  great  mass  consists 
in  articles  equally  essential  anduseful  to  all  classes. 
They  are  not  luxuries,  but  necessaries  and  comforts. 
They  belong  to  food  and  clothing,  to  household 
conveniences,  and  education.  As  they  are  mo.e 
anil  more  multiplied,  the  great  majority  of  societjf 
becomes  more  elevated,  better  instructed,  and  hap- 
pier in  all  respects.  I  have  looked  through  tliis 
whole  list,  sir,  to  find  what  there  is  in  it  that  iniiht 
be  fairly  classed  among  the  higher  luxuries  oMife; 
and  what  do  I  find  ?  In  the  whole  hundred  mil- 
lions, I  find  but  one  such  item;  and  that  is  an  item 
of  two  or  three  hutidrod  thousand  dollars  for  "jew- 
elry, silver,  and  silver-plate."  This  is  all  that  be- 
longs to  luxury,  in  her  annual  product,  of  a  hun- 
dred millions;  and  of  this,  no  doubt,  the  far  grea- 
ter portion  was  sent  abroad.  And  yet  wc  hear 
daily,  sir,  of  the  amassing  of  aristocratic  wealth, 
by  the  progressof  manufactures,  and  the  operalions 
of  the  credit  system !  Aristocracy,  it  is  said,  is 
stealing  upon  iis,  and,  in  the  form  of  aggregate 
wealth,  is  watching  to  seize  political  power  from 
the  hands  of  the  people!  We  have  been  more 
than  once  gravely  admonished  that,  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  times,  and  restore  a  metallic  currency 
ibr  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  rich  ought  to  melt 
down  their  plate  !  Whatever  such  a  melting  pro- 
cess might  find  to  act  upon  elsewdiere,  Mr.  Presi- 


dent, I  assure  you  that  in  Massachusetts  it  would 
discover  little.  A  few  spoons,  candlesticks,  and 
otner  similar  articles,  some  old  family  pitchers  and 
tankards,  and  the  silver  porringers  of  our  nurse- 
ries, would  be  about  the  whole. 

Sir,  if  there  be  any  aristocrats  in  Massachusetts, 
the  people  are  all  aristocrats;  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  on  earth,  in  a  highly  civilized  society, 
a  greater  equality  in  the  condition  of  men,  that  ex- 
ists there.  If  there  be  a  man  in  the  state  who  main- 
tains, what  is  called  an  equipage,  or  drives  four 
horses  in  his  coach,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  him. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  lew  who  are  not  able 
to  carry  their  wives  and  daughters  to  church  in 
some  decent  conveyance.  It  is  no  matter  of  regret 
or  sorrow  to  us  that  few  are  very  rich;  but  it  is  our 
pride  and  glory  that  lew  are  very  poor.  It  is  our 
slill  higher  pride,  and  our  just  boast,  as  I  think,  that 
all  her  citizens  possess  means  of  intelligence  and 
education;  and  that,  of  all  her  productions,  she 
reckons,  among  the  very  chiefest,  those  which 
spiing  from  the  culture  of  the  mind  and  the    heart. 

i\Ir.  President,  one  of  the  most  striking  charac- 
teristics of  this  age,  is  the  extraordinary  progress 
which  it  has  witnessed  in  popular  knowledge.  A 
new  and  powful  impulse  has  been  acting  in  the  so- 
cial system  of  late,  producing  this  etfect  in  a  strike- 
ing   degree. 

In  morals,  in  politics,  in  art,  in  literature,  there 
is  a  vast  accession  to  the  number  of  readers,  and  to 
the  number  of  proficients.  The  present  state  of 
popular  knowledge  is  not  the  result  of  a  slow  and 
uniform  progress,  proceeding  through  a  lapse  of 
years,  with  the  same  regular  degree  of  motion.  It 
is  evidently  the  result  of  some  new  causes,  brought 
into  powerful  action,  and  producing  their  conse- 
quences rapidly  and  strikingly.  What,sir,are  these 
causes? 

This  is  not  an  occasion,  sir,  for  discussing  such 
a  question  at  length:  allow  me  to  say,  however, 
that  the  impoved  state  of  popular  knowledge  is  but 
the  necessary  result  of  the  improved  condition  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  Knowledge  is  not  one 
of  our  merely  physical  wants.  Life  may  be  sus- 
tained without  it.  But,  in  order  to  live,  men  must 
be  fed,  and  clothed,  and  sheltered;  and  in  a  state  of 
things  in  which  one's  whole  labor  can  do  no  more 
than  procure  clothes,  food,  and  shelter,  he  can  have 
no  time  nor  means  for  mental  improvement.  Know- 
ledge, therefore,  is  not  attained,  and  cannot  be  at- 
tained,till  there  is  some  degree  of  respite  from  daily 
manual  toil,  and  never-ending  drudgery.  But  when- 
ever a  less  degree  of  labor  will  produce  the  absolute 
necessaries  of  life,  then  there  comes  leisure  and 
means,  both  to  teach  and  to   learn. 

But  if  this  great  and  wonderful  extension  of  pop- 
ular knowledge  be  the  result  of  an  improved  con- 
dition, it  may,  in  the  next  place,  well  be  asked, 
what  are  the  causes  which  have  thus  suddenly  pro- 
duced that  great  improvement?  How  is  it  that  the 
means  of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter,  are  now  so 
much  more  cheaply  and  abundantly  jirocured  than 
Ibrmerly?  Sir,  Ihe  main  cause  I  take  to  be  the  pro- 
gress of  scientific  art,  or  a  new  extent  of  the  appli- 
cation of  science  to  art.  This  it  is,  which  has  so 
much  dislinguished  the  last  half  century  in  Europe 
and  America;  and  its  effects  are  every  where  visi- 
ble, and  especially  among  us.  Man  has  found  new 
allies  and  auxiliaries,  in  the  powers  ot  nature,  and 
in  the  inventions  of  mechanism. 

The  general  doctrine  of  political  economy  is,  that 
wealth  consists  in  whatever  is  useful  en'  conven- 
ient to  man,  and  that  labor  is  the  [U'oducing  cause 
of  all  this  wealth.  This  is  very  true.  But,  then, 
what  is  labor?  In  the  sense  of  polilical  writers,  and 
in  common  language,  it  means  human  industry;  but, 
in  a  philoso])hical  view,  it  may  ri'Ceive  a  much 
more  comprehensive  meaning.  It  is  not,  in  that 
view,  human  toil  only— the  mere  action  of  thews 
and  muscles;  but  it  is  any  active  agency  which, 
working  upon  the  materials  with  which  the  world 
is  supplied,  brings  forth  products  useful  or  conve- 
nient to  man.  The  materials  of  wealth  are  in  the 
earlh,  in  the  seas,  and  in  their  natural  and  unaided 
productions.  Laborobtains  them,  works  njion  them, 
and  fashions  them  to  human  use.  Now,  it  has  been 
the  object  of  scientific  art,  or  of  the  application  of 
science  to  art,  to  increase  this  active  agency,  to 
augment  its  power,  by  creating  millions  of  labor;  rs 
in  Ihe  form  of  automatic  machines,  all  to  be  dili- 
gently employed,  and  kept  at  work  by  the  force  of 
natural  powers.  To  this  end  these  natural  powers, 
principally  those  of  steam  and  falling  water,  arc 
subsidized  and  taken  into  human  employment. 
Spinning  machines,  power-looms,  and  all  the  me- 
chanical devices,  acting,  among  other  oj)erati\  rs, 
in  tlie  factories  and  work-shops,  are  but  so  many 
laborers.  They  are  usually  denominated  labor- 
Hfii'ing:  macliines,  but  it  would  be  more  just  to  call 
them  \nbor-doliig  machines.  They  are  made  to  be 
active  agents;  to  have  motion,  and   to  produce  etfect; 
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am\  though  without  intelligence,  they  arc  guided 
by  those  laws  of  science,  which  are  exact  and  per- 
fect, and  tlu'y  jiroduce  results,  there  lore,  in  general, 
more  accurate  than  the  human  hand  is  capahle  of 
producing.  When  we  look  upon  one  of  these,  we 
behold  a  mute  fellow-laborer,  of  immense  power, 
of  niatlieujatical  exactness,  and  of  ever-during  and 
unwearied  ellbrt.  .•\nd  while  he  is  thus  a  most  skil- 
ful and  produclive  laborer,  he  is  a  none-consumer 
— at  least,  beyond  the  wants  of  his  mechanical  be- 
ing. He  is  not  clamorous  fur  food,  raiment,  or  sliel- 
ter,  and  makes  norlemaiids  for  the  expenses  of  edu- 
cation. The  eating  ami  drinking,  the  reading  and 
writing  and  clothes-wearing  world,  are  benefited  by 
the  labors  of  these  co-operatives,  in  the  same  way 
as  if  providence  had  provided  for  their  service  mil- 
lions of  beings,  like  ourselves  in  external  appear- 
ance, able  to  labor  and  to  toil,  and  yet  requiring 
little  or  nothing  for  their  own  consumption  or  sub- 
sistence; or  rather,  as  if  providence  had  created  a 
race  of  giants,  each  of  whom,  ilcmanding  no  more 
for  his  support  and  consumption  than  a  common  la- 
borer, should  yet  be  able  to  perform  the  woik  of  a 
hundred. 

Now,  sir,  turn  back  to  the  Massaclinselts  tables 
of  production,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  these  auto- 
matic allies  and  co-operators,  and  these  powers  of 
nature,  thus  employed  and  placed  under  human  di- 
rection, which  have  come,  with  such  piodigious  ef- 
fect, to  man's  aid,  in  the  great  business  of  procuring 
the  means  of  living,  of  coml'ort,  and  ol  wealth,  and 
which  have  so  swollen  the  products  of  her  skilful  in- 
dustry. Look  at  these  tables  once  more,  sir,  and  you 
will  see  the  elfecls  of  labor,  united  with  and  acting 
upon  capital.  Look  }"et  again,  and  your  \vill  see  that 
credit,  mutual  trust,  prompt  aiid  punctual  dealings, 
and  commercial  confidence,  are  all  mixed  up  as  in- 
dispensable eleuients  in  tlie  general  system. 

I  will  ask  you  to  look  yet  once  more,  sir,  and  you 
will  perceive  that  gener,.!  competence,  great  equality 
in  human  condition,  a  degree  of  popular  knowledge 
and  intelligence,  no  where  suppassed,  if  any  where 
equalled,  and  the  prevalence  of  good  moral  senti- 
ment, and  extraordinary  general  prosperity,  is  the 
result  of  the  whole.  Sir,  I  have  done  with  Slassa- 
chusetts.  I  do  not  praise  the  old  "Bay  State"  of  the 
revolution;  1  only  present  her  as  she  is. 

Mr.  President,  such  is  the  state  of  thing;  actually 
existing  in  the  country,  and  of  which  I  have  now 
given  yon  a  sample.  And  yet  there  are  persons  who 
constantly  clamor  against  this  state  of  things.  They 
call  it  aristocr.-vcy.  Tliey  beseech  the  poor  to  make 
war  upon  the  rich,  while,  in  truth,  Ihcy  know  not 
who  are  either  rich  or  poor.  They  couijilain  of  op- 
pression, speculation,  and  tlie  pernicious  inlluence  of 
accumulated  wealth.  They  cry  out  loudly  against 
all  banks  and  corporations,  and  all  the  means  by 
which  small  capitals  become  united,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce important  and  beneficial  results.  Tliey  cany 
on  a  mad  hostility  against  all  established  institutions. 
Tliey  would  choke  up  the  fountains  of  industry,  and 
dry  all  its  streams. 

In  a  country  of  unbounded  liberty,  they  clamor 
against  oppression.  In  a  couniiy  of  perfect  equal- 
ity, they  would  move  heaven  and  earth  against  privi- 
lege and  monoply.  In  a  country  where  property  is 
more  equally  divided  than  any  where  else,  they  rend 
the  air  with  the  shouting  of  agrarian  doctrines.  In 
a  country  where  the  wages  ol  labor  are  high  beyond 
all  parallel,  and  where  lands  are  cheap,  and  tlie  means 
of  living  low,  they  would  teach  the  laborer  that  he 
is  but  an  oppressed  slave.  Sir,  what  can  such  men 
want;  What  do  they  mean?  They  can  want  nothing, 
sir,  but  to  enjoy  the  I'ruilsof  other  men'slabor.  They 
can  mean  nothing,  but  disturbance  and  disorder:  the 
dili'usiou  of  corrupt  principles,  and  the  dislruction  of 
the  morral  sentiments  and  moral  habits  of  society. 
A  licentiousness  of  feeling  and  of  action  is  some- 
times produced  by  prosperity  itself.  Men  cannot 
always  resist  the  temptation  to  which  lh»y  are  ex- 
posed by  the  very  ahundanceof  the  bounties  of  pro\i- 
dence  anil  the  very  happiness  of  their  own  conditio..; 
as  the  slee<l,  full  of  the  pasture,  will,  sometimes, 
throw  himself  against  its  enclosures,  break  away 
from  its  confinement,  and,  feeling  now  fiee  from 
needlees  restraint,  betake  himself  to  the  moors  and 
barrens,  where  want,  ere  long,  brings  him  to  his 
senses,  and  starvation  and  death  close  his  career. 

Haviinr  said  so  much,  sir,  on  the  general  condition 
of  the  country,  and  explained  what  I  understand  by 
credit,  I  piuceed  to  consider  the  present  actual  state 
of  the  currency. 

The  most  recent  treasury  eslimate,  which  I  have 
seen,  supposes  that  there  are  eighty  millions  of  me- 
tallic money  now  in  the  country.  This  I  believe, 
however,  to  be  a  good  deal  too  high;  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it  exceeds  sixty,  at  most;  and  supposing  one- 
half  this  sum  to  be  in  the  banks,  thirty  millions  are 
in  circuh.  ;on,  or  in  privat*^  hands.  We  have  seven 
hundred  banKS  and  branches,  with  capitals  a.ssigned 
for  the  security  of  tiieir  notes  and  bill;,  ainountingto 


two  hundred  and  eighty  millions.  The  amount  of]  (which  act  I  esteem  as  the  true  original  sourceofall 
bank  notes  in  acinar  circulation  is  supposed  to  be  the  disorilers  of  the  currency.)  a  vast  addition  was 
one  hundred  millions;  so  that  our  whole  eircnialion  '  immediately  made  to  the  number  of  state  banks, 
is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  The  In  l.S:i:j,  the  public  dcpositcs  were  removed  from 
amount  of  debts  due  to  the  banks,  or  the  amount  of,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  jilaced  in  se- 
Ilieir  loans  and  discounts,  may  be  taken  at  four  hun-  l  lected  stale  hanks.  And  for  the  |>urpose  uf  show- 
died  and  fifty  millions.  ing  how  much  better  the  public  would  be  accom- 
Now.sir,  this  very  short  statement  exhibits  at  once  modaled  without,  than  with,  a  bank  of  the  United 
a  general  outline  of  our  existing  system  of  currency  i  States,  these  banks  were  not  only  encouraged,  but 
and  credit.  We  see  a  great  amount  of  money  or  j  admonished  to  be  free  and  liberal  in  loans  and  dis- 
property  in  banks,  as  their  assigned  and  appropriate  |  counts,  made  on  the  strength  of  the  public  moneys, 
capital,  and  we  see  a  great  amount  due  to  these  ;  to  merchants  and  other  individuals.  The  circular 
banks.  These  bink  debtors  generally  belong  to  the  1  letter  from  the  treasury  department,  addressed  to 
classes  of  active  business,  or  iue  such  .as  have  taken  '  the  new  lieposile  banks,  under  dale  of  26th  Sep- 
up  credits  for  purposes  of  investment  in  lands  or ;  tember,  I8:i.'!,  has  this  significant  clause,  w  liicli 
merchandize,  looking  to  future  proceeds  as  the  me  ns  could  not  have  been  misunderstood: 
payment.     If  we  compare  this  state  of  circu 


latioii,  of  bank  capital  and  bank  debt,  with  the  same 
things  in  England,  important  diiierences  will  not  fail 
to  strike  ns. 

The  whole  paper  circulation  of  England,  by  the 
latest  accounts,  is  twenty-eight  niilli.ms  steihng— 
made  U)>  of  eighleen  millions  of  13  ink  of  Kimlaiid 
notes,  and  ten  millions  of  the  notes  of  pri\ate  hankers 
and  joint-stock  companies;  bullion  in  the  hank,  nine 
and  a  half  millions;  debts  due  the  Bank  of  Kngland, 
twenty-two  and  a  half  millions.  The  amount  of  loans 
and  discounts  by  private  bankers  and  joint-stock 
companies  is  not  usually  stated,  I  believe,  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts.  If  it  bear  the  same  proportion  to  their 
notes  in  circulation,  as  in  the  case  ol  the  Bank  of 
England,  it  would  exceed  twelve  millions.  We  may, 
therefore,  take  the  amount  of  bank  debts  in  England 
to  be  thirty-five  millions.  But  I  suppose  that,  of  the 
securities  held  by  the  Bank  of  England,  exchequer 
notes  constitute  a  large  part;  in  other  words,  thai  a 
large  part  of  the  bank  debt  is  due  by  government. 
The  amount  of  coin  in  actual  circulation  is  estima- 
ted to  be  thirty  and  a  half  millions.  The  whole 
amount  of  circulation  in  England,  metallic  and  paper, 
j  is  usually  stated,  in  round  numbers,  at  sixty  millions; 
which,  raling  the  pound  sterling  at  .*4  SO,  is  equal 
to  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  millions  of  dollars. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  our  paper  circulation  is 
one-half  less  than  that  of  England,  but  our  hapk 
debt  is,  nevertheless,  much  greater;  since  thirty-live 
millions  sterling  amount  to  only  one  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars;  and  this  sum,  too,  includes 
the  amount  of  exchequer  bills,  or  government  debt  in 
the  form  of  such  bills,  w  liicli  the  bank  holds.  These 
facts  are  very  mateiial  to  any  just  comparison  of  the 
st.ale  of  things  in  the  tvvoconiitiies.  The  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of  England,  is 
lent  to  the  government,  not  by  means  of  exchequer 
niites,  but  on  apermanetloan.  And  as  to  the  private 
banks  and  joint-slock  companies,  though  they  issue 
bills  for  circulation,  they  have  no  assigned  or  appro- 
priated capital  whatever.  The  bills  circulate  on  the 
private  credit  of  liie  individual  banker,  or  of  those 
who  compose  the  joint-stock  companies.  In  the 
United  States,  an  amount  of  capital,  supposed  lo  be 
snlficient  lo  sustain  tlie  credit  of  the  paper  and  se- 
cure the  public  against  loss,  is  provided  by  law,  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  for  each  bank,  and  is  assign- 
ed as  a  trust-fund  for  the  payment  of  the  liabilities  of 
the  bank.  And  if  this  capital  be  fairly  and  substan- 
tally  advanced  it  is  a  proper  security;  and  in  most 
cases,  no  doubt  it  is  substantially  advanced.  The 
directors  are  trustees  of  this  fund,  and  they  are  lia- 
ble, both  civilly  and  criminally,  lor  mismanagement 
embezzlement,  or  breach  of  trust. 

This  amount  of  capital,  thus  secured,  is  the  ba- 
sis of  loans  and  discounts;  and  this  is  the  reason 
why  permanent,  or  at  least  long  loans  are  not  consid- 
ered .=0  inappropriate  to  ban  king  operations, with  us, 
as  they  are  in  England.  With  ns,  it  is  evident  that 
the  directors  are  agents  holding  a  fnml  intended  to 
be  loaned,  and  acting  between  lender  and  bo 


"The  deposites  of  public  money  will  enable  you 
to  alford  increased  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to 
extend  your  accommodation  to  individuals;  and  as 
the  duties  which  are  payable  to  the  government 
arise  from  the  business  and  enterprise  of  the  mer- 
chants engaged  in  liiri-ign  trade,  it  is  but  reasnna. 
ble  that  they  should  he  j)refeired  in  the  a.lditional 
accommodaiioii  which  the  public  deposites  will 
enable  your  institution  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be 
done  without  injiislirc  to  the  claims  of  other 
classes  of  the  community." 

ILiving  read  this  letter,  sir,  I  ask  leave  to  refer 
the  senate  to  the  20tli  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
us.  There  we  find  that,  "if  any  olficer  charged 
with  the  safe-keepiiif  of  of  the  public  money,  shall 
loan  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  with  or  w  ith- 
out  interest,  such  act  shall  be  deemed  an  embezzle- 
ment and  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  the  party  con- 
\icted  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonuient." 
Sir,  what  a  pretty  piece  of  consistency  is  here! 
In  IS.'i.'}  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  were 
not  even  left  to  their  own  desire  for  gain,  or  their 
wi-hes  to  accommodate  others,  as  being  sufficient 
incentives  to  lend  it  out:  they  were  admonished 
and  directed  to  alford  increas"d  fucilities  to  com- 
merce, and  to  extend  their  accommodation  to  indi- 
viduals, since  the  public  moneys  in  their  vaults 
would  enable  them  to  give  such  additional  accom- 
modation! Now,  sir,  under  this  bill,  any  ofliccr 
who  shall  do  any  one  of  the  same  things,  instead 
of  being  praised,  is  to  be  |>unished:  he  is  be  to  ad- 
judged guilty  of  embezzlement  and  of  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  is  to  be  confinerl,  for  aught  I  know, 
in  cells  as  dark  and  dismal  as  the  vaults  and  safes 
which  are  to  contain  our  metallic  currency.  But 
altliouijii  I  think,  sir,  that  the  acls  of  government 
created  this  expansion, yet  I  am  certainly  of  opin- 
ion that  there  was  a  very  undue  expansion^crcated. 
A  contraction,  however,  had  begun;  and  1  a.Ti  of 
opinion,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  specie  order  of 
July,  \S-)6,  anil  for  the  manner  in  which  the  depo- 
site  law  was  executed,  the  banks  would  have  tone 
through  the  crisis  without  suspension.  This  is 
my  full  and  firm  belief.  I  cannot,  however,  dis- 
cuss these  points  here.  They  were  treated  with 
very  great  ahilit}',  last  year,  by  a  gentleman  who 
then  occupied  one  of  the  seats  of  Georgia  on  this 
floor.  Whomsoever  he  did  not  satisfy,  I  cannot 
convince.  Still,  sir,  the  question  is,  whethertherc 
was  an  excess  in  the  general  amount  of  our  circu- 
lation, in  May  last,  or  whether  there  be  now  such 
excess. 

By  what  standard  is  this  to  be  judged?  If  the 
question  be  whether  there  be  too  much  paper  in 
circulation,  it  may  be  answered,  by  reference  to  the 
amount  of  coin  in  the  banks  from  which  the  paper 
issues;  because  I  am  unquestionably  of  opinion — 
an  opinion  which  I  believe  nothing  can  ever  shake 
— that  the  true  criterion  by  which  lo  decide  the 
question  of  excess,  in  a  convertible  jiaper  curren- 
cy, is  the  amount  ol  that  paper,  compared  with  the 


and  this  form  of  loan   has  been  foiind  exceed,    gold  and  silver  in  the  banks.     Such  excess  would 
ingly  convenient  and  useful  in  the  country.  (  not  be  proved,  absolutely  and  certainly,  in  every 

In  some  states  it  is  greatly  preferred  to  mortga-  |  case,  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  suspension  of  speci>! 
ges,  thou"h  there  are  others  in  whicli  mortjages  [  payments;  because  such  an  event  miuht  be  produ- 
are  usual.  Whether  exactly  conformable  to  the  j  ced  by  panic,  or  other  sudden  cause,  having  power 
true  notion  of  banking  or  not,  the  truth  is,  that  the  <  to  disturb  the  best  regulated  system  of  paper  cir- 
object  and  operation  of  our  banks  is  to  loan  money;  ciilalion.  But  the  iinii:ediate  question  now  is, 
and  this  is  mostly  on  personal  security.  The  sys- 1  whether,  taking  the  whole  circulation  together, 
tein,  no  doubt,  is  liable  to  abuse,  in  particular  in-  j  both  melallic  and  paper,  there  was  an  excess  ex- 
stances.  Tiiore  may  be  directors  who  will  loan  too  \  isting  in  May.  or  is  an  excess  now  existing?  Is  one 
freelyto  themselves  and  theirfriends.  Gross  cases  ,  hundred  and'thirty  millions  an  excessive  or  undue 
of  this  kind   have  recently  been  detected  and  ex-    amount  of  circulation  for  the  United  Slates?     Sec- 


posed,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  suitably  treated;  but, 
considering  the  great  number  of  banks,  these  in- 
stances, I  think,  are  remarkably  few.  In  general 
the  banks  have  been  well  conducted,  and  arc  be- 
lieved to  be  solvent  and  safe. 

We  have  heard  much,  sir,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  of  excess  in  the   issue   of  bank  notes  foi 


ing  that  one  part  of  this  circulation  is  coin,  and  the 
other  part  paper,  resting  upon  coin,  and  intended 
to  be  convertible,  is  the  whole  mass  more  than 
may  be  fairly  judged  necessary  lo  represent  the 
property,  the  transactions,  and  the  business  of  the 
country?  Or,  in  order  lo  sustain  such  an  amount 
of  circulation,  and  to  keep  that  part  of  it  which  is 


circulation.     I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  there  was  |  composed  of  paper  in  a  safe  state,  should  we  be 
a  verj-  improper  expansion  some  years  ago.  When   obliged  to  attempt  to  draw  to  ourselves  more  than 

mpr<-ial  nations?    These 


inprope 
it  Jack 
for   continuing 


the    Bank  of  the    United   States,  I  is  in  the  use  of  all  the  ^ 
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questions  appear  to  rne  to  be  but  diii'ercnt  modes 
of  stating  tiie  same  inquiry. 

Upon  tliis  subject  we  may,  perhaps,  form  some 
general  idea,  by  comparing  ourselves  with  others. 
Various  things,  no  doubt,  exist,  in  diilerent  places 
and  countries,  to  modify,  either  by  enlarging  or  di- 
minishing, the  demand  for  money  or  currency  in 
the  transactions  of  business;  still  the  amount  of 
trade  and  commerce  may  fuinish  a  general  element 
of  comparison  between  dilfcrent  states  or  nations. 
The  aggregate  of  American  imporls  and  exports 
in  1S3(J  was  three  hundred  and  eighteen  millions; 
that  of  England,  reckoning  the  pound  sterling  at 
$-1  SO,  again,  was  ibur  hundred  and  eighteen  mil- 
lions, as  near  as  I  can  ascertain;  the  currency  of 
England  being,  as  already  stated,  sixty  millions 
sterling,  or  two  hundred  anil  eighty-eight  millions 
of  dollars.  If  we  work  out  a  result  from  these 
proportions,  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  it 
will  he  found,  should  be  one  hundrf-d  and  ninety 
millions  in  order  to  be  equal  to  that  of  England; 
but,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  treasury,  it 
ilid  not  even  in  that  year  exceed  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions. 

Our  population  is  about  equal  to  that  of  England 
and  Wales.  The  aumunt  of  our  mercantile  ton- 
nage, perhaps,  one-filth  less.  But  then  we  are  to 
consider  that  our  country  is  vastly  wider;  and  our 
facilities  of  internal  exchange,  by  means  of  bills  of 
excliange,  greatly  less.  Indeed  there  are  branches 
of  our  intercourse,  in  which  remmitlances  cannot 
be  well  made,  except  in  currency.  Take  one  ex- 
ample: The  agricultural  products  of  Kentucky  are 
sold  to  the  south;  her  purchases  of  commodities 
made  at  the  north.  There  can  be,  therefore,  very 
little  of  direct  exchange  between  her  and  the  pla- 
ces of  purchase  and  sale.  The  trade  goes  round  in 
a  circle.  Therefore,  while  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  exijted,  payments  were  made  to  a  vasr 
amount  in  the  north  and  east  by  citi/.ens  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  the  states  similarly  situated,  not  in 
bills  of  exchange,  but  in  the  notes  of  the  bank. 

These  considerations  augment  tlie  demand  for 
currency.  More  than  all,  the  country  is  new,  sir; 
almost  the  entire  amount  of  our  capital  active;  and 
the  whole  amount  of  properly,  in  the  aggregate, 
rapidly  increasing.  In  the  last  three  years  thirty- 
seven  millions  of  acres  of  land  have  been  separated 
from  the  wilderness,  purchased,  paid  for,  and  be- 
come subject  to  private  individual  ownership,  to 
transfer  and  sale,  and  all  other  dispositions  to  which 
other  real  estate  is  subject.  It  has  thus  become 
property,  to  be  bought  and  sold  for  money;  whereas, 
while  in  the  hands  of  government,  it  called  for  no 
expenditure,  formed  the  basis  of  no  transactions,  and 
created  nodemand  for  currency.  Within  thatshort 
period  our  people  have  bought  from  government 
a  territory  as  large  as  the  vvhole  of  England  and 
Wales,  and,  taken  together,  far  more  fertile  by  na- 
ture. This  seems  incredible,  yel  the  returns  show  it. 
Suppose  all  this  to  have  been  bought  at  the  minimum 
jirice  of  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre;  and  suppose 
the  value  to  be  increased  in  the  common  ratio  in 
which  we  know  the  value  of  land  is  increased,  by 
such  purchase,  and  by  the  preliminary  steps  and 
beginnings  of  cultivation;  Jan  immense  augmenta- 
tion, it  will  readily  be  perceived,  is  made,  even  in 
so  short  a  time,  of  the  aggregate  of  property,  in  no- 
minal price,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  in  real  value 
also. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  I  confess  I  know  no  standard 
by  which  I  can  decide  that  our  circulation  is  at 
present  in  excess.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  so.  Nor 
was  there,  as  I  think,  any  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  money,  up  to  the  moment  of  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  comparing  our  cur- 
rency with  the  currency  of  other  nations.  An 
American  paper  dollar  would  buy  a  silver  dollar  in 
England,  deducting  only  the  charge  of  transporting 
adollar  across  the  ocean,  because  it  commanded  a 
silver  dollar  here.  There  may  be  excess,  however, 
I  admit,  where  there  is  no  present  depreciation,  in 
the  sense  in  which  I  now  use  the  term.  It  is  hard- 
ly necessary  to  dwell,  Mr.  President,  on  the  evils 
of  a  sudden  depreciatedcirculation.  It  arrests  bu- 
siness, puts  an  end  to  it,  and  ovei'wbclms  ail  debt- 
ors, by  depression  and  downfall  of  prices.  And 
even  if  we  reduce  circulation — not  suddenly,  but 
still  reduce  it  farther  than  is  necessary  to  keep 
it  within  just  and  reasonable  limits — we  produce 
many  mischiefs;  we  augment  the  necessity  of  for- 
eign loans;  we  contract  business,  discourage  enter- 
prise, slacken  the  activity  of  capital,  ami  restrain 
the  commercial  spirit  of  the  country.  It  is  very 
important  to  be  remembered,  sir,  that,  in  our  inler- 
conrse  wilh  other  nations,  we  are  acting  on  a  prin- 
ciple of  equality;  that  is  to  say,  we  do  not  protect 
our  own  siiipning  interest  by  peculiar  privileges; 
we  ask  a  clear  field,  and  seek  no  favor.  Yet,  the 
materials  for  ship-building  are  high  with  us,  and 
the  wages  of  ship-builders  and  seamen  arc  high  al- 


I  so.  We  have  to  contend  against  these  unfavorable 
'  circumstances;  and  if,  in  addition  to  these,  we  are 
to  suffer  further  by  unnecessary  restraints  on  cur- 
rency, and  by  a  cramped  credit,  who  can  tell  what 
may  be  theetf'eclr  Money  is  abundant  in  England, 
very  abundant;  the  rate  of  interest,  therefore,  is 
low,  and  capital  will  be  seeking  its  investment 
wherever  it  can  hope  to  find  it.  If  we  derange 
our  own  currency,  compulsively  curtail  circula- 
tion, and  br^'ak  up  credit,  how  are  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
themselves  against  foreign  competition? 

Before  leaving,  altogether,  this  subject  of  an  ex- 
cessive circulation,  Mr.  President,  I  will  say  a  few 
words  upon  a  topic  which,  if  time  would  permit,  I 
should  be  glad  to  consider  at  more  length  ;  I  mean, 
sir,  the  proper  guards  and  securities  for  a  pai)er  cir- 
culation. I  have  occasionally  addressed  the  senate 
on  this  subject  before,  especinlly  in  the  debate  on 
the  specie  circular,  in  December,  I83fi;  but  I  wish 
to  recur  to  it  again,  because  I  hold  it  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  prove,  if  it  can  be  proved,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  counlry,  that  a  convertible 
paper  currency  may  be  so  guarded  as  to  be  secure 
against  prohable  dangers.  I  say,  sir,  a  convertible 
paper  currency  :  for  I  lay  if  down  as  an  unquestion- 
able truth,  that  no  paper  can  be  made  equal,  and 
kept  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  but  such  as  is  convert- 
ible into  gold  and  silver,  on  demand.  But,  I  have 
gone  farther,  and  still  go  farther  than  this;  and  I 
contend  that  even  convertibility,  though  itself  in- 
dispensable, is  not  a  certain  and  unfailing  ground 
oi  reliance.  There  is  a  liability  to  excessive  issues 
of  paper,  even  while  paper  is  convertible  at  will. 
Of  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Where,  then,  shall 
a  regulator  be  found  ?  What  principle  of  preven- 
tion may  we  rely  on  ? 

Now  I  think,  sir,  it  is  too  common  wilh  banks, 
in  judging  of  their  condition,  to  set  otf  all  their  lia- 
bilities against  all  their  resources.  They  look  to 
the  quantity  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  and  to  the 
notes  and  bills  becoming  payable,  as  means  or  as- 
sets ;  and,  with  these,  they  expect  to  be  able  to 
meet  their  returning;  notes,  and  to  answer  the  claims 
of  depositors.  So  far  as  the  bank  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a  mere  bank  of  discount,  all  this  is  very  well. 
But  banks  of  circulation  exercise  another  function. 
By  the  very  act  of  issuing  their  own  paper,  they  af- 
fectthe  amount  of  currency.  In  England, the  Bank 
of  England,  and  in  the  United  States,  all  the  banks, 
expand  or  contract  the  amount  of  circulation,  oi 
course,  as  they  increase  or  curtail  the  general 
amount  of  their  own  paper.  And  this  renders  it 
necessarj'  that  they  should  be  regulated  and  con- 
trolled. The  quesiion  is,  by  what  rule?  To  this 
I  answer,  by  subjecring  all  banks  to  the  rule  which 
the  most  discreet  of  them  always  follow — by  com- 
pelling them  to  maintain  a  certain  fixed  proportion 
betvveen  specie  and  circulation;  without  regarding 
deposites  on  one  hand,  or  notes  payable  on  the 
other. 

'i'here  will  always  occur  occasional  fluctuations 
in  trade,  and  a  demand  for  S[>ecie,  by  one  country 
on  another,  will  arise.  It  is  too  much  the  practice, 
when  such  occurrences  take  place,  and  specie  is 
leaving  the  country,  for  banks  to  issue  more  paper, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  scarcity  of  money.  But  ex- 
actly the  opposite  course  should  be  adopted.  A 
demand  for  specie  to  go  abroad  should  be  regarded 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  contract- 
ing circulation.  If,  indeed,  in  such  cases,  il  could 
be  certainly  known  that  the  demand  would  be  of 
short  dniation,  the  temporary  pressure  might  be  re- 
lieved by  an  issue  of  paper  to  fill  the  place  of  de- 
parting specie.  But  this  never  can  be  known. 
There  is  no  safety,  therefore,  but  in  meeting  the 
case  at  the  moment,  and  in  conlbrming  to  the  in- 
fallible index  of  the  exchanges.  Circulating  paper 
is  thus  kept  always  nearer  to  the  character,  and  to 
the  circnmslancesof  that,  of  which  it  is  designe<l  to 
be  the  representative — the  metallic  money.  This 
subject  miyht  be  pursued,  I  think,  and  clearly  illus- 
trated ;  but.  for  the  present,  I  only  express  my  be- 
lief that,  wilh  experience  before  us,  and  with  the 
lights  which  recent  discussions,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  hold  out,  a  national  bank  might  be  estab- 
lished, with  more  regard  lo  its  function  of  regulat- 
ing currency,  than  to  its  function  of  discount,  on 
principles,  and  subject  to  regulations,  such  as  shnuhl 
render  i(s  operations  extreuiely  useful ;  and  I  shoidd 
hope  that,  with  an  example  before  them  of  plain  and 
emini'nt  advantage,  state  institutions  would  con- 
form to  the  same  rules  and  principles  ;  and  that,  in 
this  way,  all  the  advantages  of  convertible  paper 
mii^hl  be  enjoyed,  with  just  security  against  il3 
dangers. 

I  have  detained  the  senate  too  Ion;,  sir,  with 
these  observations  upon  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  its  pecuniary  system  and  condition. 

And  now,  when  the  banks  have  suspended  pay- 
ments, universally ;  when  the  internal  exchan"es 


are  all  deranged,  and  the  business  of  the  country 
most  seriously  interrupted,  the  questions  are— 

W'hether  the  measure  before  us  is  suitable  to  our 
condition  ?  and 

Whether  it  is  a  just  and  proper  exercise  and  ful- 
filment of  the  powers  and  duties  of  congress! 

What,  then,  sir,  will  be  the  practical  operation 
and  effect  of  this  measure,  if  it  should  become  a 
law  .' 

Like  its  predecessor  of  the  last  session,  the  bill 
proposes  nothing  lor  the  general  currency  of  the 
country;  nothing  to  restore  exchanges  :  nothing  to 
bring  about  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  Its  whole  professed  object  is 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. Some  of  its  friends,  indeed,  say,  that  when  it 
shall  go  into  operation,  it  will,  inciiJenlally,  produce 
a  favorable  eli'ect  on  the  currency,  by  restraining 
the  issue  of  bank  paper.  But  others  press  it  as  if 
its  effect  was  to  be  the  final  overthrow  of  all  banks, 
and  the  introduction  of  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency for  all  the  uses  of  the  country. 

Are  we  to  understand,  then,  that  it  is  intended, 
by  means,  of  which  this  is  the  first,  lo  rid  the  coun- 
try of  all  banks,  as  being  but  so  many  nuisances, 
and  to  abolish  all  paper  currency  whatever  ? 

Or  is  it  expected,  on  the  contrary,  that  after  this 
system  shall  be  adopted  for  the  use  of  government, 
there  will  still  be  a  paper  currency  in  the  country 
for  the  use  of  the  peojile? 

And  if  there  shall  be  a  paper  currency,  will  that 
currency  consist  of  irredeemable  government  paper, 
or  of  convertible  bank  notes,  such  as  have  circula- 
ted heretofore?  These  questions  must  be  answer- 
ed, before  we  can  judge  accurately  of  the  operation 
of  this  bill. 

As  to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  sir,  thearl- 
ministratiou  on  this  point  is  regularly  Janus-faced. 
Out  doors,  and  among  the  people,  it  shows  itself"  all 
clinquant,  all  in  gold."  There,  every  thing  is  to  be 
hard  money — no  paper  rags — no  delusi\e  credits — 
no  bank  monopolies — no  trust  in  paper  of  any  kind. 
But  in  the  treasury  department,  and  in  the  houses 
of  congress,  we  see  another  aspect — a  mixed  ap- 
pearance, partly  gold  and  partly  paper;  gold  for 
government,  and  paper  for  the  people.  The  small 
voice  wdiich  is  heard  here,  allov\s  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  paper  of  some  sort,  and  to  some  extent. 
But  the  shouts  in  the  community  demand  the  des- 
truction of  all  banks,  and  the  final  extermination  of 
all  paper  circulation. 

To  the  people,  the  lion  roars  against  paper  money 
in  all  file  loudness  and  terror  of  his  natural  voice  ; 
but  to  members  of  congress,  he  "is  more  discreet; 
lest  he  should  fri;;hten  them  out  ot  their  wits,  he 
here  restrains  and  modulates,  and  roars  '-as  gently 
as  any  sucking  dove,  or,  as  it  were,  any  nightin- 
gale.'' Tile  impracticabilit}' of  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency,  the  absurdity  of  attempting  any  such 
thing  in  a  country  like  this,  are  so  manifest,  that 
nobody  here  undertakes  to  suppoit  il  by  any  rea- 
soniii^jor  argument.  All  that  is  said  in  its  favor,  is 
general  denunciation  of  paper,  general  outcry 
against  the  banks,  and  drclamalion  against  existing 
institutions,  lull  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  no- 
thing. 

The  moment  any  one  considers  it,  he  sees  how 
ridiculous  any  such  attempt  wonhl  be.  An  exclu- 
sive metalli-;  circulation  for  the  second  commercial 
country  on  earth,  in  the  nineteenth  century  !  Sir, 
you  might  as  well  propose  lo  abolish  commerce  al- 
togelher. 

The  currency  nf  En<;land  is  estimated  at  sixty 
millions  sterling:  and  it  is  Mr.  McCulloch's  calcu- 
lation, that  if  this  currency  were  all  gold,  allowing 
only  one  quarter  of  one  per  cerd.  for  wear  of  met- 
als, Ihe  annual  expanse,  attending  such  a  currency, 
would  be  lliree  millions  and  a  quarter  a  year,  or 
nearly  five  per  cent,  upon  the  whole.  With  us, 
this  charge  would  be  much  greater.  The  loss  of 
c;ipital  would  be  more,  owing  to  the  higher  rates  of 
interest;  mid  besides  all  this,  is  the  cost  ol  transpor- 
talion,  which,  in  a  country  so  extensive  as  ours, 
would  be  vast,  and  not  easily  calculated.  We 
should  also  require,  proportionally,  more  specie 
than  is  requisite  in  Erigland,  because  our  system  of 
exchange,  by  means  of  bills  of  exchange,  is  ,  at  pr-e- 
sent,  and  would  be,  under  such  a  syslein  as  is  pro- 
posed, much  less  perfect  and  conveni'nt  th.Tn  that 
of  England.  Besides,  the  English  met:dl]c  circula- 
tion is  mostly  gohl,  gold  being  in  England  the 
standard  metal.  Wilh  us,  silver  and  gold  both  are 
made  sland.irds,  at  a  fixed  relation;  and  il  we  should 
succeed  to  keep  this  relation  so  true  as  to  preser\e 
both  of  the  precious  rnelals  among  us,  (which,  in- 
deed, is  not  very  probable,)  our  ciiciilalion  would 
be  sfill  more  exjiensive  and  cumbrous,  from  the 
quantily  of  silver  which  it  would  contain.  The 
silver  in  the  world  is  estimated  to  be  fifty  times 
that  of  gold  in  amount,  and  consequently  something 
more  than  three  times  in  value.     If  both  should  cir- 
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culatp,  therefore,  equally,  in  proportion  to  value,  the 
currency  would  be  three  parts  silver,  ami  oiie  gold. 

Now,  sir,  the  annual  expense  of  sueli  a  circula- 
tion, upon  the  b.\sis  ol  Mr.  AlcCullocirs  estiniati-, 
would  exceed  the  whole  annual  expenditure  made 
for  our  army  ajid  our  navy.  Considtr,  sir,  the 
amount  of  actual  daily  payments  made  in  the  coun- 
try. It  is  diHifult  to  estimate  it,  and  quite  impos- 
.sihle  to  ascertain  it,  willi  any  accuracy.  But  v.t 
caii  form  some  notion  of  it,  by  the  d.iily  amount  of 
payments  in  the  banks  in  some  of  the  cities.  I:: 
liuies  ol'  pro>p2rou3  buainess  and  con.merce,  the 
daily  amount  of  payments  iji  the  banks  of  New 
York  alone  has  been  equal  to  ci:;ht  millions. 
Whether  we  call  tliis  a  tenth,  a  twentieth,  or  a  fif- 
tieth part  of  all  payments  ami  receipts  made  daily 
in  the  country,  we  see  to  what  an  as;.;re;;ale  result 
the  whole  would  rise.  And  how  is  it  pnssihle  that 
such  amount  of  receipt  and  payment  could  be  i>er- 
I'ormed  by  an  actual  passing  of  gold 
hand  to  hand  .' 

Such  notions,  sir,   hardly  leqnire   serious  refuta- 


The  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks 
is  to  be  partially  allowed  for  some  lime,  but  it  is  to 
be  gradually  discontinued;  and  si.x  years  hence,  we 
are  to  arrive  at  the  maturity  and  the  perfection  of 
the  system.  When  tliat  auspicious  day  comes, 
government  is  to  nciive  and  to  |iay  out  gold  ami 
silver,  and  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Noiv,  Mr.  President,' let  us  anticipate  this  joy- 
ous epoch;  let  us  suppose  tile  six  years  to  have  ex- 
pired; ami  let  us  imagine  this  hiil,  with  its  specie 
payments  and  all,  to  be  in  full  operation  at  the  pre- 
sent hour.  What  will  that  operation  be!  In  the 
first  place,  disregarding  all  question  of  public  con- 
venience, or  the  gcni'ral  interests  of  the  people, 
how  will  this  system  work  as  a  mere  mode  ol  col- 
lecting and  paying  out  revenue?     Let  us  see. 

Our  receipts  and  experulitures  m.iy  be  estimated. 
Those  who  think 


hard  money,  through  all  the  ramifications  of  her 
vast  expenditure,  sliuuld  wc  not  think  her  mad? 
But  the  system  is  worse  here,  because  it  withdraws 
just  so  much  actual  capital  from  the  iisr.s  of  a  coun- 
try that  requires  ca])ital,  ami  is  paying  interest  Icr 
capital  wherever  it  can  obtain  it. 

But  now,  sir,  allow  me  to  examine  the  operation 
of  this  measure  uiioii  the  gencial  interest  of  coin- 
iiierci',  and  iqioii  llie  general  currency  ol  the  coun- 
try. And  in  tills  point  ol  view,  the  liist  gi eat  ques- 
tion is,  li'li.it  amount  0/  guld  and  silttr  uilt  lliis 
o/ieialiun  siibsliact  fiuiit  Ihe  circulation  u/tlie  coun- 
try, and  from  Ihe  i/se  ojthe  banks' 

In  regard  to  this  inij  ortaiit  inquiry,  we  are  Mot 
without  the  nnaiis  of  forming  son-e  judgment.  An 
olficial  report  lioin  the  lieasuiy,  made  lo  the  other 
house,  shows  that,  for  the  last  ten  years,  there  has 
been,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  on  an  average,  liKeen 
millions   and  limr  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 


tion. 

Mr.  Pri.-sident,  an  entire  metallic  curn  ncy  would 
necessarily  create  binks  immediately-  Where 
would  the  money  be  kept,  or  how  could  it  be  re- 
mitted? Banks  of  deposite  must  and  would  be  in- 
stantly provided  for  it.  Would  the  inerchanls  of 
the  cities  be  seen,  in  their  daily  walks  of  business, 
with  servants  behind  them,  with  bags  of  gold  and 
kegs  ofsilver  on  their  wheel-bairows  ?  What  lolly 
is  great  enough  to  imagine  this?  If  there  wire  not 
now  a  bank  note,  nor  a  bank  in  the  country,  and  if 
there  should  be  an  exclusive  specie  c:irrency  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o'clock,  there  would  be 
lil'ty  banks  before  sunset.  From  neces.'.ity,  there 
would  be  created  at  once  places  of  deposite  ;  and 
jiersons  having  money  in  such  depositories  would 
ilraw  checks  for  it,  and  pass  these  checks  as  minoy, 
and  from  one  hand  they  would  pass  to  aiiothor;  or 
the  depositary  hims'df  would  issue  certificates  of  de- 
posite, and  these  would  pass  as  currency.  Anil  all 
thii  would  do  no  more  than  just  :o  carry  us  back  two 
or  three  hundred  years,  to  the  infancy  of  banks.  Vte 
should  flien  have  done  nothing  but  reject  the  expe- 
rience ofthe  most  civilized  nations, for  sonv  centuries. 


each,  at  thirty  millions  a  year 
this  estimate  too  high  or  too  low,  may  make  the 
d  silver  from  I  necessary  allowance.  Here,  then,  is  the  sum  of!  treasury.  And  this  sum  is  exclusive  of  all  that  had 
tliiity  millions,  to  be  collected  and  paid  out  1  been  collected  of  the  people,  but  had  not  yet  reach- 
every  year;  and  it  isali  lo  be  counted,  aclunlly  toM  |  ed  the  treasury;  and  also  ol  all  that  had  been  drawn 
over,  dollar  alter  dollar,  and  gold  piece  alter  -olil  j  lioiii  tlie  treasury  by  disbursing  oHicci-s,  but  which 
piece;  and  how  many  limes  counted?  Let  us  in- j  had  not  yet  been  by  them  paid  io  individuals.  AdJ- 
qiiire  into  that.  The  importing  merchant,  whose 
ship  has  arrived,  and  who  has  cash  duties  to  pay, 
goes  to  the  bank  lor  his  money,  and  the  tellers 
count  it  nut:  that  is  once.  lie  carries  it  to  the  cus- 
tom-house, pays  it,  and  the  clerks  count  it  over: 
that  is  twice.  Some  days  afterwards,  the  collector 
takes  it  out  of  his  bags  and  diesis,  carries  it  to  the 
receiver  general's  oliice,  and  there  it  is  counted 
again,  and  poured  into  the  bags  and  chests  of  that 
olfice;  that  is  Ihe  third  time.  Presently  a  warrant 
comes  from  the  treasury,  in  f;ivor  of  some  disburs- 
ing officer,  and  the  boxes  are  opent^d,  and  the  ne- 
cessary sums  counted  out:  this  is  the  fourth  count 


ing.     And,  fiflhly  and  lastly,  the  disbursing  officer  1  ceeded.  on  the 


ng  these  sums  together,  sir,  and  the  result  is,  that 
on  an  average  lor  tin'  last  ten  years,  there  have 
been  at  least  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  the  trea- 
sury. I  do  not  mean,  of  course,  that  this  sum  is, 
the  whole  of  it,  uiiap|.iopriated.  I  mean  that  this 
amount  has.  in  fact,  hern  in  the  treasury,  cither  not 
appropriated,  or  not  eallid  for  under  the  appiopria- 
tions;  so  that  il  this  sub-treasury  scheme  l:ad  been 
in  0|ieratioii,  in  times  |iasl,  ol  the  specie  in  the  ciir- 
renc)',  twenty  inillllons  would  have  been  constantly 
locked  up  in  tlie  safes  and  vaults.  Now,  sir,  I  do 
not  believe  that,  for  these  ten  years,  the  whole 
amount  of  silver  and  gold  in  the  country  has  ex- 


e,  filty  or  sixty  millions.     I 


pays  it  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it,~on  con- 1  <1')  ""t  believe  it  exceeds  sixty  million!  at  the  pre- 
tracts,  or  for  pensions,  salaries,  or  other  claims.  1  -'^ent  moment;  and  if  we  had  now  the  whole  system 
Thirty  millions  of  hard  money  are  thus  to  be  in  conqdtte  operation,  it  would  lock  up,  and  keep 
handled  and  told  over  five  times  in  the  course  of  |  locked  u]i,  one  liill  third  of  all  the  specie  in  the 
the  vear,  and  if  there  be  transfers  from  place  to:  country.  Locked  up  1  say— hoarded— rendered  as 
place,  then,  of  course,  it  is  to  be  counted  so  much  i  useless,  to  all  purposes  of  commerce  and  business, 
oftener.  Government  otiicers,  therefore,  are  to  |  as  if  it  were  carried  back  lo  its  native  mines.  Sir, 
count  over   one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol-    is  it  not  inconceivable  Ihatany  manshould  fall  upon 


as  well  as  all  our  own  experience,  and  have  returned  j  lars    a  year;  which,  allowing  three  humlred  work-    such  a  scheme  of  policy 


;  this 


to  the  rude  conceplions  of' former  times.     These  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  would  soon  be  found  to  be  oflen  I  sand  dollars  a  day'     But'  tills  is  not  all.     Once  a 
issued  vvilhoiit  any  solid  cajiilal,  or  actud  deposite.  |  quarter,  the  naval  officer  Is  to  count  the  collector's 
Abuses  arising  fioui  this  source  would  call  lor  legis-  |  money,  and  the  register  in  the  land  office  is  to  count 
lalive  interference,  and  Ihe  legislature  would  find  it    the  receiver's  money.     And   moreover,  sir,  every 
necessary  to  restrain  the  issue  of  paper  intended  lor 
circulalion,  by  eii.icting  that  such  issues  should  only 
be  male  on  Ihe  slrenglh  of  competent  capital,  aclu- 
afly  provided  and  assigned,  placed   under  proper  re- 

gnlalion,  ami  managed  by  persons  responsible  lo  Ihe  ,  generation  we  shall  be!     All  ihe  money-cl: 
laws.     .'Vnd  this  wo.dd  bring  us  again  ex  ictiy  lo  the  |  in  Soloinon's  temple  will  be  as  nothing  to  u 


Is  it  possible  that 


lays   in  the  year,  gives   five    hundred   thou- 1  any  one  can  tail  to  see  the  destructive  cficrts  of 

such  a  policy  on   the  commerce  and  the  currency 

of  the  country? 

It  is  true,  the  system  docs  not  come  into  opera- 
tion all  at  once.  But  it  begins  its  demands  for  spe- 
cie  immediately;  it  calls  upon  the  banks,  and  it 
calls  upon  individuals,  for  their  hard  dollars,  that 
they  may  be  put  aw.iy  and  locked  up  in  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  i-cnj  moment  when  the  country  is  sujffcring 
for  the  want  of  more  specie  in  the  circulalion,  and  the 
ii/iiA?  are  si'Jferi'ig  for  means  to  enable  them  to  rt-. 


now  and  then  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury  is  to  a 
thorize  unexpected  and  !m/>roHi;)(«coiinlings,  in  his 
di'=cretion,  and  just  to  satisfy  his  ow  n  luindl 

Sir,  what  a  money  counting,  tinkling,  gingling 


Our 


state  of  tiling-  in  wliieh  we  now  are  ;  tii-at  is  to  say,  1  sound  will  go   forth  unto  the  lands.     We  shall  all  1  ?"»"•  ""•''•p"y'"'''''s-     And  this,  it  is  expected,  wiU 


to  Ihe  use  of  Ihe  paper  ol  banks,  established,  regula-  i  be  like  the  king  in  Ihe  ditty  ofthe  nursery: 
ted,  an  I  controlled   by  law.     In  the  mean  time,  be-  "There  sat  the  king,  a  e, 'lining  of  liis  money." 

fore  this  process  could  be  carried  Ihroiinh,  half  the  'i'ou  will  observe,  sir,  that  these  reeeipls  and 
couimiinily  would  be  made  bankrupt  by  the  ruin  of  1  payments  cannot  be  made  in  parcels,  without  the 
their  busint;ss,  anl  by  tlie  violent  and  revoliitiona  y  |  actual  handling  of  each  piece  of  coin.  The  marks 
ciianges  of  properly  which  the  process  would  create.  !  on  kegs  of  dollars,  and  the  labels  on  bags  of  gold. 
The  whole  class  of'  debtors,  all  lliat  live  more  by  in-  !  are  niit  lo  be  trusted.     They  are   a  part  oi  credit— 

and  all  credit,  all  trust,  all  confidence  is  to  be  doin 


diistiy  than  on  capital,  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
undisliiijiiisliing  deslruction. 

There  will  Iheii,  sir,  be  no  such  thing  as  an  ex- 
clusive paper  currency.  The  country  will  not  bo 
guilty  ofthe  folly  of  attein]itjng  it. 

1  should  have  felt  that  I  had  occupied  too  much 
lime  with  such  a  senseless  and  preposlerous  sug- 
gestion, were  it  not  the  manifest  object  of  partisans 
to  press  such  notions  upon  the  altei  lion  of  the 
jieople,  in  aid  ofthe  war  against  the  banks. 

We  shall  then,  sir,  have  paper  of  some  soil,  form- 
ing a  part  of  our  cuiTency.  What  will  that  paper 
1'.?     Tlie   honorable  gentleman  I'roui  South  Caro- 

liia,  admitting  ihat  paper  is  necessary  as  part  of  1  olfic-rrs  shall  have  a  taste  for  sll 
t!;e    currency,  or   circulation,    has  contended  that  J  all  likely  to  be  gralifrd. 
that  paper  ought  to  be  government  papci — govern-  I      Mr.  President,  in  all  soberness,  is  not  thi.<  \vliole 
meiit  jiaper,  not  convertible  nor  reileemabk,  only  |  operation  preposterous? 

s.i  far  as  by  being  receivable  for  debts  and  dues  lb  ]      Il  begins  by  proposiir.:  to  l;eep  the  public  moneys, 
ernment.      My   colleague   has   endeavored    to:  This,   itself,  in  the  sense  the  word  is  here  used,  is 


inprove  the  currency,  and  lacililate  resuiiiptioni 

It  has  hiretolore  been  asserted,  that  the  general 
currency  ofthe  connlry  needed  to  be  sttenglhencd, 
by  the  introduction  of  more  specie  into  the  circula- 
tion. This  has  been  insisted  on,  for  ycais.  Let  it 
be  conceded.  I  have  adniitted  it, and,  indeed,  con- 
tended  lor  the  proposition  heretofore,  and  endeavor- 
ed lo  prove  if.     But  it  must  be  pl-iin  to  every  body. 


away  witli.     When  the  surveyor,  for   instance,  at    that  any  addilion  of  specie,  in  order  to  be  useful 

the  custoin-house,  is  to  examine  the  money  on  hand,  '    ""  ''  ""  '"' " ^' 

in  possession  of  tlie  collector,  01  receiver  general, 
be  is,  of  course,  to  count  the  money.  No  other 
examination  can  come  to  any  thing.  He  cannot 
tell,  from  external  appearance,  nor  lioin  the  weiglii. 
whether  the  collector  has  loaned  out  the  money, 
and  filled  tlie  bags  and  boxes  up  with  sand  and  lead, 
or  not.  Nor  ciii  co.interf.it  puces  be  otherwise 
delected  than  by  actual  handling.  He  must  open, 
he  must  examine,  he  must  count.  And  so  at  the 
land  offices,  the  minis,  and  elsewhere.  If  these 
ouiids,  they  are 


satisfy  the  senate,  that  the  aim  ol  the  whole  system, 
of  which  he  regards  this  bill  as  but  part,  is  to  estab- 
lish a  circulalion  of  government  paper  and  a  gov- 
ernment bank.     Other  gentlemen   have  taken  the 


a  perfect  novelty,  especially  in  the  United  Stales. 
Why  keep  the  public  moneys;  that  is  to  say,  why 
hoard  them,  why  keep  them  out  of  iisr?  The  use 
of  money  is  in  the  exchanges.  It  is  designed  to  cir- 


sv.ne  view  of  it.  But,  as  the  bill  itself  does  not  i  culate,  not  to  be  ho.ydeil.  All  that  government 
profess  any  sncli  purpose,  I  am  willing  to  discuss  I  should  have  to  do  with  it,  is  to  receive  it  to  day  that 
it  In  the  character  in  which  it  presents  itself.  I  \  it  may  pay  it  away  to-morrow.  It  should  not  re- 
take it  for  what  its  friends  say  it  is— a  bill  making  j  ceive'it,  before  it  nee.ls  it:  and  it  should  part  with 
further  provision  for  collecting  the  revenues.         "  |  it  as  soon  as  it  owes  it.     To  keep  it — that  is.  to  de 


must  eiilier  go  into  Ihe  circulation,  as  a  part  of  that 
circulation,  or  else  it  must  go  into  the  banks,  to 
enable  them  the  better  lo  sustain  and  redeem  llieip 
paper.  But 'his  bill  is  ralculattd  to  promote  neither 
of  those  ends,  but  exactly  the  reverse.  It  withdraw.^ 
specie  from  the  circulalion  and  from  the  banks, an. I 
piles  il  up  in  useless  heaps  in  the  treasury.  Il 
weakens  the  general  circulation,  by  making  the 
porlion  of  specie,  which  is  nart  of  it,  so  much  tho 
less;  it  weal<ens  the  banks,  by  reducing  the  amount 
of  coin  which  siippoits  theircirculation.  Thegene- 
ral  evil  iinpulecl  to  our  currency,  fijr  some  yeais 
pa.sl,  is,  that  paper  has  formed  too  great  a  portion 
of  it.  The  operation  (d  this  measure  must  be  to  in- 
crease that  very  evil.  I  have  admitted  the  evil, 
and  have  concurred  in  measures  to  remedy  it.  I 
have  favored  the  withdrawing  of  small  bills  from 
circulation,  lo  the  end  that  specie  might  take  their 
place.  I  iliscnssed  this  policy,  and  supporttd  it, 
as  early  as  1S32.  My  colleague,  who,  shortly  after 
that  period,  was  placed  in  Ihe  chair  of  Ihe  chief 
magistracy  of  IMa.ssachiiselts,  pressed  ils  considera- 
tion, at  length,  upon  the  attention  ofthe  legislatiiru 
of  thai  state.  I  still  think  it  was  a  right  policy. 
Some  of  the  sl.ates  had  begun  to  adopt  it.  But  the 
measure?  of  the  adminislration,  and  especially  this 


We  are,  then,  sir.  still  to  have  paper  as  a  general  i  tain  it,  to  hohl  it  back  from  general  use,  lo  hoard  it,  proposed   measure,   throw  this   policy  all   aback, 

mediumof  circulation;  that  paper  is  to  be  the  paper  !  is  a  conception   belonging  to  barbarous  times  and  They  undo  at  once  all  that  we  have  been  laboring, 

of  banks,  but  government  is  lo  be  divorced  from  i  barbarous  governments.     How  wouM  it  strike  us,  if  Such,  and  so  pertinacious  has  been  the  demand  of 

--  -         -     -      -  hould  see  other  .'real  commercial   nations  act-  government  lor  r-pecie,  and  such  new  demand  docs 


these  banks,  altogether.  It  is  not  to  keep  its  funds 
in  them,  as  heretofore.  It  is  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  but  is  to  collect  and  disburse  its  reve- 
nues by  its  own  means,  and  its  own  officers. 


ing  upon  such  a  system?  If  England,  with  a  reve-  this  bill  p..unise  to  rre.-i  e  that  the  stales  have 
n.re  of  fifty  millions  sterling  a  year,  were  found  to  found  themselves  conip.  lied  again  fo  i.ssuc  small 
he  collecting  and  disbursing  every  shillinu'  of  it  in  |  bills  for  th.'  use  ol  the  people.     It  was  a  day  of  re. 
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ioicin",  as  we  have  lately  ?cen,  among  tlie  people 
olNew  Yoil;,  wlien  the  legislature  ol  that  state  sus- 
pended the  small-bill  restiiiuing  law,  and  lurnished 
the  people  with  some  medium  lor  small  payments, 
better  than  the  miserable  trash  which  now  annoys 
the  community.  ....        . ,      , 

The  govern. nent,  theiefore,  I  insist,  is  eviden  ly 
breaking  down  its  own  declared  ].olicy;  it  is  defeat- 
in"-,  openly  and  manil'esily  defeating,  its  own  pro- 
fessed objects. 

And  yet,  theory,  imagination,  presumptuous 
"■eneralization,  the'  application  of  military  move- 
ments to  questions  of  commerce  and  finance,  and 
the  abstractions  of  metaphysics,  otler  us,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  their  panacea.  And  what  is  it? 
What  is  it?  What  is  to  cure  or  mitigate  these  evils, 
or  what  is  to  ward  elf  future  calamities?  Why,  sir, 
the  most  agreeable  remedy  imaginable;  the  kindest, 
tenderesf,  "inost  soothing,  and  solacing  application 
in  the  whole  world!  Nothing,  sir,  nothing  upon 
earth,  but  a  smart,  delightful,  perpetual,  and  irro- 
concileable  warfare,  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  state  banks!  All  will  be 
well,  we  are  assured,  when  the  government  and  the 
banks  become  antagonistical!  Yes,  sir,  "antago- 
nistical!"  that  is  the  word.  What  a  stroke  of  pol- 
icy, sir,  is  this!  It  is  as  delicate  a  stratagem  as 
poor  king  Lear's,  and  a  good  deal  like  it.  It  pro- 
poses that  we  should  tread  lightly  along,  in  lelt  or 
on  velvet,  till  we  get  the  banks  within  our  power, 
and  then,  "kill,  kill,  kill!" 

Sir,  we  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  about  the 
rcsumiition  of  specie  payments,  but  I  tell  you  that, 
with  government  thus  warring  upon  the  banks,  if 
resumption  should  take  place,  another  suspension  I 
fear  would  follow.  It  is  not  war,  successful  or  un- 
successful, between  government  and  the  banks;  it 
is  only  peace,  tiust,  confidence,  that  can  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  This  system  of  per- 
petual annoyance  to  the  banks,  this  hoarding  up  of 
money  which  the  country  demands  for  its  own'ne- 
cessary  uses,  this  bringing  of  the  whole  revenue  to 
act,  not  in  aid  and  furtherance,  but  in  direct  hin- 
drance and  embarrassment  of  commerce  and  busi- 
ness, is  utterly  irreconcileable  with  the  public  in- 
terest. We  shall  see  no  return  of  former  times  till 
it  be  abandoned — altogether  abandoned.  The  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  will  create  new  alarm  and  new 
distress. 

People  begin  already  to  fear  their  own  govern- 
ment. They  have  an  actual  dread  of  those  who 
should  be  their  protectors  and  guardians.  There 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  honest  and  indus- 
trious men,  sir,  at  this  very  moment,  who  would 
fe»l  relieved  in  their  circumstances,  who  would  see 
better  prospect  of  an  honest  livelihood,  and  feel 
more  sure  of  the  means  of  food  and  clothing  for 
their  wives  and  children,  if  they  should  hear  that 
this  measure  had  received  its  death.  Let  us,  then, 
sir,  away  with  it.  Do  we  not  see  the  world  pros- 
perous around  us?  Do  we  not  see  other  govern- 
ments and  other  nations  enlightened  by  experience, 
and  rejecting  ariogaiit  innovations  and  theoretic 
dreams,  accomplishing  the  great  ends  of  society? 

Why,  sir,  why  are  we,  why  are  we  alone  among 
the  great  commercial  states?  Why  are  we  to  be 
kept  on  the  rack  and  torture  of  these  experiments? 
We  have  powers,  adequate,  complete  powers.  We 
need  only  to  exercise  them;  we  need  only  to  per- 
forin our  constitutional  duty,  and  we  shall  spread 
content,  cheerfulness,  and  joy,  over  the  whole  land. 

This  brings  me,  sir,  to  the  second  inquiry. 

Is  this  measure,  Mr.  President,  a  just  exercise  of 
the  powers  of  congress,  and  does  it  fulfil  all  our 
duties? 

Sir,  I  have  so  olten  discussed  this  point,  I  have 
so  constantly  insisted,  lor  several  years  past,  on  the 
constitutional  obligation  of  congress  to  take  care 
of  the  currency,  that  the  senate  must  be  already 
tired  of  the  speaker,  if  not  weary  of  the  topic;  and 
yet,  after  all,  this  is  the  great  and  paramount  ques- 
tion. Until  this  is  settled,  the  agitation  can  never 
be  quieted.  If  we  have  not  the  power,  we  must 
leave  the  whole  subject  in  the  bauds  of  those  who 
have  it,  or  in  no  hands;  but  if  we  have  the  power, 
we  are  bound  to  exercise  it,  and  every  day's  neglect 
is  a  violation  of  duty.  I  therefore  again  insist,  that 
we  have  the  power,  and  I  again  press  its  exercise 
on  the  two  houses  of  congress.  I  again  assert, 
tliat  the  regulation  of  the  general  currency — of  llie 
money  of  the  country,  whatever  actually  consti- 
tutes that  money — is  one  of  our  solemn  duties. 
(To  be  concluded.) 


Mr.  Grund-j  laid  on  the  table  a  second  substitute 
for  the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.     Read  and  ordered  to  be  punted. 

[Mr.  G  's  substitute  provides  that  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  shall  be  reduced  twenty-five  cents  for 
every  five  years  that  they  shall  continue  in  the  mar- 
ket, till  reduced  to  the  minimum  price  of  filly  cents; 
waiting,  in  each  case,  an  additional  year  before  the 
reduction  is  made.  It  provides  for  no  estimate  or 
classification  ol  the  lands,  as  proposed  by  the  first 
substitute.] 

The  Ibllowing  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

To  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  granting 
pensions  to  persons  disabled  by  wounds  received  in 
the  revolutionaiy  war. 

To  give  etiect  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of -1819  witli  Spain. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  of  a  challenge 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  fight  a  duel,  and 
lor  the  punishment  thereof. 

l\Ir.  Clayton  expressed  his  desire  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  might  be  ootained,  and  his  willing- 
ness to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form  rather 
than  have  no  measure  of  prevention;  still  he  regard- 
ed the  bill  as  both  unjust  in  some  of  its  features,  and 
not  likely  to  be  carried  into  etiect  on  account  of  its 
severity. 

]\lr.  Prentiss  argued  that  the  criminality  of  taking 
the  preliminary  steps  in  this  District  for  a  duel  to  be 
consummated  out  of  the  District,  would  be  uiateriallj- 
aggravated  by  the  intention  in  so  doing  to  evade  the 
law  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Liim,  admitting  all  the  evils  of  duelling,  and 
the  importance  of  suppressing  it  as  far  as  possible, 
yet  urgril  the  difficulty  of  having  laws  against  duel- 
ling duly  e.xecuted.  To  illustrate  this  point,  he  al- 
lucfed  to  a  particular  case  in  his  own  knowleilge,  in 
which  the  legal  penalty,  and  a  very  heavy  one,  was 
remitted  almost  by  acclamation  by  the  legislature; 
and  also  to  the  fact  that  far  disproportionate  success 
had  attended  the  attempts  of  various  states  to  sup- 
press duelling.  When  ])eo])le,  he  said,  were  deter- 
mined to  marry  or  to  fight,  no  law  could  prevent 
them  from  coming  together. 

The  subject  being  still  up,  the  senate,  aller  an  ex- 
ecutive session,  adjourned  till  Monday. 

.Ipril  2.  After  the  presentation  of  a  number  of 
petitions,  and  the  transaction  of  some  business  of 
minor  impoitance, 

Tlie  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Samuel  Milligan  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  directing  the  expenditure  of  appro- 
priations heretolbip  made  lor  the  removal  ot  the 
troops  from  lort  Gibson;  which  amendment  provides 
that  the  new  fort  shall  be  erected  at  or  near  the  west- 
I  rn  boundary  ol  Arkansas,  instead  of  at  or  near  old 
fort  Smith.  This  concurrenre  was  made  with  t!ie 
understanding  that  the  .new  lort  would  be  erected  at 
or  near  the  site  of  lort  Smith,  if  it  could  he  pur- 
chased at  a  leasonable  price. 

The  house  bills  fjr  the  relief  of  David  and  James 
Robinson  and  others,  of' Isaac  and  William  Well- 
born, of  William  Eiios,  of  David  H.  Maxwell,  ami 
the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  old  custom-house, 
&.C.  at  Bath,  Maine,  and  the  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  toward  the  purchase  of  a  new  site  and  the 
erection  of  a  new  custom-house,  were  severally 
considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Isaac  McKim,  a  member 
of  that  house  fiom  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  that 
his  funeral  would  take  place  from  their  hall  at  11 
o'clock  to-moiiow. 

Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as  fol- 
lows. 

Mr.  President:  In  the  absence  of  both  the  sena- 
tors from  Maryland,  I    have  been    requested  by  the 


the  city  of  his  residence,  and  the  inhabitants  can 
point  out  innumerable  instances  of  his  noble  chari- 
ties, and  monuments  of  his  munificence  ami  liber- 
ality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  He  had  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  a  .-eat  in  the 
senate  of  his  state,  and  he  had  often  been  elected  to 
fill  the  station  he  lately  occupied.  We,  his  asso- 
ciates, knew  that,  allhnugh  lie  was  unassuming  and 
unpretending,  he  brought  into  our  councils  a  stock 
of  useful  and  practical  knowledge  possessed  by  few 
men. 

The  reflection  that  he  lived  worthily,  and  died 
probably  without  a  single  enemy,  will  comfort,  and 
in  some  degree  alleviate  llie  sorrows,  of  her  who  was 
the  partner  of  his  bosom  and  sharer  of  his  joys  ard 
griels,  and  those  relatives  and  friends  who  now  de- 
j)lore  his  loss. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  ado|>ted  unanimously: 

Ilesolved  unanimoush/.  That  the  senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Isaac  McKim,  lale  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  Irom  the 
state  of  fllaryland,  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow;  and,  as 
a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, they  Hill  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  daj'S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy, 

The  senate  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock. 

.dpril  4.  Among  the  petitions,  &.C.  presented 
this  morning,  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  Resolutionsof  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  on  the  subject  of  finance  and  currency 

nerally,  and  espcciblly  in  opposition  to  the  sub- 
"     il,    1;  '  ■ 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION SENATE. 

March  30.     The  bill  from  the  house   making  ap 
riations  i'or  tlie  su|)port  of  the  array  for  iS3S, 


treasury  scheme.     Read,   laid   on   the   table,  and 


Mr.  Wriglit,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  house, 
referred  to  them,  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  1B38. 

The  bills  from  the  house,  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton,  of  capt.  John  Downes,  and 
another,  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  William 
Wellborn,  of  David  H.  Maxwell,  of  William  Eadus, 
of  the  captors  of  the  privateer  Lydia,  of  Moses 
Cam]ien,  and  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  pro- 
perty and  the  application  of  the  avails  toward  a 
new  custom-house  at  Bath,  Maine,  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  committee  of  com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency ol  ordering  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  preparatory  to  the  removal  of 
the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  that  harbor. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  government  for  1S3S. 

After  a  brief  conversation  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Crittenden,  Kites,  and  Grundy,  the  only  amendment 
from  the  committee,  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
funds  in  the  post  office  department  from  any  branch 
of  the  service  to  any  other,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Crittenden  oifered  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
requiring  that  the  salary  of  the  postmaster  general 
and  all  other  expenses  of  the  department  should  be 
paid  from  its  own  income.  Mr.  C.  supported  this 
amendment  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mitted principle,  in  reiationtothedepartinent,  that 
it  shall  sustain  itself,  and  that  the  funds  of  the  de- 
partment are  now  abundant,  while  the  general  trea- 
sury is  in  debt. 

Mr.  M'riglil  opposed  the  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  the  general  practice  to  pay  clerk 
hire  in  the  general  post  office  and  the  salary  of  the 
postmaster  general  out  of  the  general  treasury,  with- 
out regard  to  the  income  of  the  department;  and, 
also,  on  the  ground  that  such  a  restriction  would 
curtail  so  much  the  mail  accommodations. 

INIr.  Grundy  also  objected  to  the  amendment,  that 


delegation  in  llie  other  house  from  that  state,  to  moveL_  (he  late  contracts  of  the  department  had  been  more 


a  coTiCurrence  with  th.e  resohitions  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  in  honor  ol  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

A  few  days  since  he  was  amongst  us,  in  all  the 
vigor  of  health.  Within  a  few  liouis  only  before  his 
death,  he  was  actually  engaged  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  arduous  duties  assigned  him  by  his 
country.  He  is  now  ffone;  and  those  who  esteemed 
him  and  loved  him,  will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McKim  was  emphatically  the  author  of  his 
own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  in  very  moderate 
circumstances,  without  the  patronage  of  influential 
friends.  His  industry  and  energy,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  clear  and  discriminating  intellect,  enabled 
him  to  amass  a  fortune,  not  only  ample,  but   mag- 


was  read  twice  and  referred. 


He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  property,  but 
he  knew  how  to  use  it.  The  accumulation  of  wealth 
in  him  did  not  beget  the  passion  of  avarice.    Go  to 


unfavorable  than  usual,  that  many  new  routes  were 
required;  and  that  if  the  franking  privilege  should 
be  taken  into  the  account,  the  department  would 
still  far  more  than  support  itself. 

The  amendment  v\  as  lost,  and  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed from  the  committee,  was  ordered  to  alhird  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  1838,  was  takep  up 
and  considered,  and,  alter  a  brief  explanation  by 
Mr.  Wright,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  Sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

'i'he  senate  took  up  the  bill  providing  that,  after 
the  expir.ition  of  si.x  months,  the  money  for  pen- 
sions lemaining  unpaid  in  the  hands  of  agents  should 
be  returned  to  the  treasury,  where  only  such  pen- 
sions should  then  be  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed so  as  to  extend  the  above  time  to  eight  months, 
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and  the  bill,  so  amended,  was  orderid  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  "motion  of  Wr.  Roane,  the  bill  to  establish  a 
criminal  court  in  the  District  of  C'olnmbia  was  con- 
sidered, amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readin;;. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  olthe  bill 
to  prohibit  the  giving  and  accepting  of  challenges 
to  duels  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Mr.  Cushman  rose,  and  moved  the  previous  (jues- 
tion,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  reijuesi  of 

Mr.  Biililk,  who  rose  to  correct  some  errors,  in 
(.let,  of  Mr.  Duncan,  relative  to  the  introduction  of 
steamboat.s  upon  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to  defend 
the  bill  on  its  merits,  and  to  discu.s3  the  question  of 
re-consider,ition,  as  applicable  to  the  present  case. 

Mr.  B.  concluded    Ihis  debate  (a  repoit  of  which 


Mr.  PfcsfoK  made  some  remarks,  (to  be  publish- 1  we  shall   give   hereafter)  by   renewing,   tis  he   had 


ed  hereafter,)  clii-tly  in  vindication  of  southern 
gentlemen  and  the  southern  community,  in  reply 
to  somo  observations  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 
The  bill  still  being  up 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session- 

HOCSE    OF    KErRESENTATIVKS. 

Fiidtvj,  March  30.  On  leave,  memorials  were 
presented  by.Messrs.  Fairficlil,  Gre:iiiell,:\m\  Taylor, 
on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and,  on  motion,  were 
referred  to  the  select  eonimittee  now  in  session. 

On  motion  of  i\Ir.  Henry  Johnnoii. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  tlie  sala- 
ries of  the  olficors  of  the  uunt  establishment  at  iVew 
Orleans. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  resolution  from  the  sen,ate  di- 
recting the  expenditure  of  an  appropriation  herelo- 
fore  made  for   the  removal   of  the   troops  from  foit 

Gibson,  with   an  aniendmi-nt;  which   was   re.id  and    cutolfbythe  expiration  of  th 
concurred  in  by  the  house,  and  the  resolution   was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  Spealccr  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
thi'  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  Ihe  house  of  the  5th  instant,  requiring  copies 
of  all  letters  written  by  him  to  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers between  the  Ist  of  January,  lS:i4,  and  the 
present  time,  having  reference  to  (U>ialcatioris,  oiiiis- 
sions  lo  comply  with  the  laws  ar.d  regulations  es- 
tablished for  their  government,  and  oilier  irregulari- 
ties. Soc.  Sec. 

The  following  resolution,  orfered  by  .Mr.  Hopkins, 
came  up  in  oriler: 

Resolccd,  That  a  select  commitlee,  consisting  of 
five  members,  be  appointed,  w  hose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  make  a  f^iithful  and  comprehensive  investigition 
into  all  such  abuses  .as  may  e,\ist  in  the  adminisha- 
tion  of  the  legislative  branch  of  tlie  fei'.eral  govern- 
ment, with  a  view  to  the  speedy  correction  of  tlie 
same  by  Ihe  ailoption  of  such  a  system  of  reform  and 
retrenchment  in  the  contingent  e.Kpenses  thereof  as 
the  public  good  may  require;  and  that  the  .';aid  com- 
mittee be  in.^tiiicted  also  to  inciuire  into  tlie  expe- 
diency of  divorcing,  by  law,  the  government  from 
ihe  public  press,  by  prohibiting,  in  future,  every  olH- 
cer  thereof,  in  his  official  capacity,  from  employing 
any  conductor  of  a  political  journal  to  execute  any 
portion  of  the  public  priulin 


promised  lo  do,  the  motion  lor  the  previous  question 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered 
to  be  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  question 
of  re-consideration,  it  was  decided  as  follows:  yeas 
81,  nays  S7.  And  the  bill,  as  passed,  was  sent  to 
the  senate  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  house  ailjourned  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore 5  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  31.  Ue|)orts  having  been  cal- 
led for,  the  following  was  presented: 

Wr.  ir.  Cost  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on 
accounts,  made  a  report  reducing  and  fixing  the 
number  and  compensation  of  messengers,  pages. 
Sec,  in  the  employ  of  the  house,  and  prescribing 
certain  duties  to  tlie  sergcant-at-arins,  doorkeeper. 
See.  and  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Monday 
next  call  up  this  report,  and  ask  the  action  of  the 
bouse  upon  it, 
Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  debate 
orning  hour  yes- 
terday, by  some  further  remarks  in  support  of  the 
resolution  olfered  by  him  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  and  the  divorce  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  press,  and  was  followed  by 

xMr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  who  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  supjjort  of  the  resolution  referring  to  and 
copiously  quoling  the  celebrated  letrenchinent  re- 
port in  lS3.t,  and  insisting  that  none  of  the  reforms 
then  ur^ed  had  since  taken  place;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, tile  expenses  of  the  government  had  been 
greatly  increased.  Mr.  B.  also  quoted  rejiorts  to 
show  the  enormous  sums  paid  to  the  editor  of  the 
government  organ  for  printing  for  the  executive 
olRces,  See.  Before  he  had  concluded,  the  morn- 
ing hour  expired,  and  the  discussion  lies  over. 

Several  senate  bills  received  their  first  and  se- 
cond readings,  and  were  committed. 

On  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Sth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  a  desultory 
discussion  arose,  which,  ever  and  anon,  diverged 
into  references  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  so  as  to 
render  it  frequently  necessary  for  the  chair  to  inter- 
fere, and  conline  the  discussion  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  house. 

Mr.  /o/i/iso/i,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  aiiairs. 

iMr.  Harlan  advocated  the  reference  of  the  bill 
to  the  committee  on  private  land  clainn,  because 
Mr.  Hoplcins]  Ihe  mover  ofthis  resolution,  defend-  j  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  settle  certain  private 
ed  the  same,  in  a  few  remarks.  He  viewed  the  con- 1  claims  to  the  lands  between  the  Perdido  and  the 
iiexion  of  the  government  with  the  press  in  any  way  1  Pi'arl  rivers.  In  this  motion  he  was  supported  by 
or  mode,  as  tending  to  great  abuse  and  corruption,  |  Mr.  fr/Z/if/ms,  of  North  Carolina,  ami  Mr.  /.aie/cr. 
in  the  great  auiouut  of  patronage  the  government  is  i  J\Ir.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  this  refer- 
enabled  to  give  to  Ihe  press.  H>  considereil  this  the  encc  on  the  ground  tliat  that  committee  stood  corn- 
most  important  measure  of  reform  that  could  posai-  milted,  and  liad  made  up  their  minds  in  relation  to 
biy  be  presented  to  congress.  these  clai:ns.     Ho   moved  that  the  bill  go  to  tl 


Air.  Cushman  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  reform, 
and  was  giud  that  Ihe  gentleman  proposed  to  com- 
mence it  where  it  should  be  in  this  house.  He 
lia.l    long     heard    the    outcry     against    executive 


committee  on  the  public  lands;  because,  if  the 
claims  wereconfirmed,  compensation  must  be  made 
to  the  claimants  out  of  the  public  domain.  Mr. 
Crai^  proposed  that  the  bill  be  referred  lo  a  com- 


abuses,  but  had  ever  believed  that  that  outcry  should  j  iniltee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr 
rather  be  raised  against  the  conduct  of  this  house  in  Po/)c  thouglit,  as  the  bill  proposed  a  tribunal  lor 
connexion  with  the  press.  Mr.  C.  was,  however,  i  the  adjudication  of  these  claims,  it  ought  to  bo  re- 
opposed  to  tlie  resolution,  because  there  was  no  press  ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  .\fter 
not  liable,  whilst   having  the   government   piinting, '  a  good  deal  of  dispute,  the  controversy  was  settled 

by  referring  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Dowries  was  en- 
grossed, read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  .\.  Quertier  and  Albert,  of 
!  New  Orleans,  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read 


havin 


to  become  a  partisan   press.     Mr.  C 
eluded, 

M.-.  Clar!c  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  when  he  proposed  tiial  liie  iiouse 
go  into  commillee  of  the  whole  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill? 

\Ir.  Cambrcleng  replied,  so  soon  as  the  apjiropria-  !  a  tliiid  time  to-day. 
tion  bills  sliai;  have  been  gone  liirough  wilh.  I      The   house   then   went   into   committee  of   the 

TiiH  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lieirs^of  Kobert  Fill- '  whole  ( Mr.  Lyon,  of  Ala.,  in  the  chair,)  and  con- 
to.u,  which  has  once  been  passed  by  the  house,  came  ,  sideied  a  number  of  private  bills.  1  he  committee 
up  for  discussion,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.   Thomj, 


to  reconsider  Ihe  vole  by  which  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  bad  the  floor,  and  made  an 
extended  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  look 
the  grounds  that  Mr.  Fulton  was  not  entitled  lo  Ihe 
creiiit  he  had  eiijoyeil  of  being  Ihe  first  lo  apply 
steam-power  lo  tlie  propelling  of  boats.  Sec 


thsn  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Jpril  2.  .\s  soon  as  the  journal  was 
rea.l— 

.Mr.  Howard  rose  and  aildrcsied  the  house  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise  lo  perform  a  duly,  the  pain- 


Mr.  Ho^niiin  replied  lo  the  .  bjeclions  urged  on  '  ful  extent  of  which  I  did  not  fully  appreciate  unti 
to-day,  and  on  the  former  day  when  the  subject  was  ]  the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the  eliort  required 
up,  a-ainst  tlie  bill,  defending  its  various  items,  and  '  to  control  the  feelings  which  are  struggling  lor  the 
vindicating  the  memory  of  Fulton  against  the  at- ,  mastery,  that  I  am  made  sensible  ol  the  dilhcully 
tacks  of  Messrs.  Craig,' Duncan,  and  Russell.  :  of  the  task.     Sir,   my  friend  and  colle-a-ue.   who 

Mr.  Thompson  made  some  remarks  in  defence  of  lightened  the  toils  and  shared  the  responsibilities  ol 
the  motion  to  re-consider,  and  was  followed  by  '  our  joint  representalion,  is  no  more.     Aller  a  brief 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  who  opposed  if,  and  defended  the  but  severe  illness,  Isaac  McKuii  expired  yesterday 
bill  at  length,  and  in  minute  detail.  _  j  morning,  meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 


tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his  approaching 
end  for  :nany  days  previous  to  its  occurrence,  he 
looked  steadily  at  death  as  he  drew  m  ar,  step  by 
step,  Willi  that  unHinching  courage  which  a  quiet 
conscience  only  can  give.  Feeling  and  knowing, 
as  I  now  feel  and  know,  that  he  hail  tried  to  do  his 
duly,  he  looked  forward  wittiout  alarm,  because  ho 
looked  backward  wilhoul  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  lite  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct  in 
this  house,  where,  1  am  sure,  he  has  not  lelt  an  un- 
kind feeling  in  the  breast  of  asingle  member.  Kii- 
gaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of  commerce  from  an 
unusually  early  period  of  life,  ho  was  one,  and 
perhaps  Ihe  last,  of  that  enterprising  class  of  mer- 
chants, whose  hazardous,  but  successful  industry, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  built  up,  at  the  same  liine, 
tluir  own  fortunes,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  city 
which  he  partly  represented  upon  this 'floor,  but  the 
liberally,  witli  which  he  dispensed  his  gains  around 
him,  was  equal  to  the  sagacity  which  he  manifested 
in  their  acquisition.  Two  public  schools,  one 
founded  by  his  lather  and  the  other  by  himself,  have 
long  made  his  name  blessed  by  the  desfilute  w  idow, 
lo  whose  children  Ihe  rich  gift  of  education  was 
thus  benevolently  and  wisely  imparlid.  The  2U0 
orphan  boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the 
sciiool  of  Isaac  McKini,  may  perhaps  be  uncon- 
scious of  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained;  but 
the  tears  of  their  widowed  mothers,  shed  in  secret 
sorrow,  will  attest  their  mingled  graliliidc  and  re- 
gret. Sir,  to  rescue  from  the  temptations  and  dan- 
geis  of  iilleness  and  ignorance  any  portion  of  the 
youlli  of  our  country,  is  to  effect  a  work  in  which 
patriotism  ond  philanthropy  eminently  unite.  But 
it  was  not  in  tliis  instance  alone  the'kindhearled- 
iiess  of  my  deceased  Iriend  was  manilesled.  I 
cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  individual  in  our  ex- 
tensive population  whose  loss  will  be  more  felt  or 
deplored.  He  has  passed  through  life  with  such  an 
nnslained  character,  that  all  men  of  integrity  knew 
him  to  be  their  proper  associate.  Mild  and  cour- 
teous in  his  deportment  towards  others,  he  follow- 
ed, as  a  guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  sincerity 
and  honesty  of  purpose,  upon  which  his  liieiids 
never  counted  in  vain. 

Next  lo  his  family,  Mr.  Speaker,  his  loss  falls 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  the  same 
constituency,  we  have  he- n,  for  some  years,  in  the 
habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communication  wilh 
eacli  other  upon  every  topic  relating  to  our  public 
duties,  and  upon  his  strong  sagacity  I  have  been  ac- 
customed greatly  to  rely  His  untiring  attention  to 
business  has  long  been  conspicuous  in  this  house. 
No  care,  no  time,  no  labor  seemed  lo  him  loo  great 
lo  be  devoted  lo  the  public  service.  In  this  house, 
amongst  his  constituents,  in  his  slate,  and  by  his 
country,  his  absence  will  be  felt.  It  only  remains 
for  lis  lo  p.iy  such  respect  lo  his  memory  .as  is  due 
lo  it,  aiul,  for  that  purjiose  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Mr.  Howard  then  offered  the  following;  which 
were  read,  and  unanimously  concurred  in. 

Rpsolced,  That  the  members  and  ofUcers  of  this 
house  will  allend  the  funeral  of  Issac  McKim,  de- 
ceased, late  a  member  of  this  house  from  the  slate  of 
Maryland,  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Hesohrd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo  take 
order  lor  superintending  the  funeral  of  Isaac  Mc- 
Kim, deceaseil. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  members  and  ofTiccrs  of  this 
house  w  ill  li'stify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Isaac  McKiin  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

I  Resolreil,  That  when  this  house  adjourn  to-day, 
j  it  H  ill  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Wednesday,  the  4tli 
i  instant. 

Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  Mr. 
Robertson.  Mr.  Glascock,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.  and 
I  Mr.  Milller,  were  appointed  a  commiltee  to  take 
order  for  sujiei  intending  the  funeral  in  pursuance  of 
the  second  resolution. 

The  clerk  was  ordered  lo  notify  the  senate  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house,  and  then 

'Ihe  house  adjourned  to  Wednesd.iy. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  arrangements  for 
Ihe  funeral. 

Tlie  committee  of  arrangements  and  pall-bearers 
will  allend  at  the  late  residence  of  Ihe  deceased,  at 
G<adsby's  hotel,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  ten 
o'clock,  a.  in.  Tuesday,  April  3d;  at  which  lime  the 
remains  will  be  removed,  in  charge  of  Ihe  committee 
of  arrangements,  attended  by  Ihe  sergeant-al-arms  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  lo  the  hall  of  Ihe  house. 

At  2  o'clock,  p.  in.  funeral  service  will  be  per- 
formed in  the  liall  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and,  immedia'ely  alter,  the  procession  will  move  lo 
Ihe  rail-road  depot,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  the 
following  order; 

The  chaplain-  of  both  houses. 

Physicians  who  att'Odcd  the  deceased. 

Committee  of  a'-rangemeuts.  viz: 
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Mr,  Howaril,  of  Maryhiiid,  Mi-  Adams,  ol  Mass., 
Mr.  Cambrflen;,  of  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Taliali-rro.  ol  Va., 
Mr.  Giasrock,  "of  Ga.,  Mr.  Johnson,  oi  La.,  Mr. 
Milier,  of  Mo. 

Pall-beares,  viz: 
Mr.  McKay,  of  N.  C,  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  O.,  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Ala  ,  Mr.  In;jhara,  of  Conn.,  Jlr.  Yell,  ol 
Ark.,'  Mr.  Sonthgate  of  Ky. 

The  family  anJ  frienils  of  the  deceaseil. 
The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 

senators  from  Maryland,  as  mourners. 
The   ser^eant-at-arjis  of  the  house   of  representa- 
tives. 
The  liojse  of  representatives  preceded  liy  their 
speaker  and  clerk. 
The  ollnr  officers  of  the  house. 
The  serjeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 
The  senate  of  the  Ujiited  States,  preceded  by  the 
Vice  president  and  their  secretary. 

The  other  officers  of  the  senate. 
The  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  heads  of  departments. 
Forei;j:n  ministers 
Citizens  and  strangers. 
The  oody  will  llien  be  placed  in  the  car,  which 
will'  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  carried  to  B.il- 
tmiore  attended  by  the  chaplains  and  physicians,  the 
committee  of  arrangements,    the    pall-ijearers,    the 
delegation  from  Maryland  as  mourners,  and  such  of 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress as  may  be  able  to  attend,  for  whom  cars  will 
be  provided. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  procession  at  Bdtimore,  it 
will  move  to  the  place  of  interment,  iii  the  order 
which  is  tlesiu;naled  above. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  I'or  the  return  to 
AVashin^ton,  on  th  ■  same  evening,  of  those  who  may 
attend  tiie  bo  ly  to  Baltimore. 

Tuesdaij,  April  3.  Pursuant  to  order,  the  house 
of  representatives  convened  a  few  minutes  before 
11  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral 
obesequiesof  the  hon  /sorjc  Jl/c/iTim, late  a  represen- 
tative in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Maryland; 
which  were  performed  in  conformity  to  the  above 
arrangements. 

Wednesday,  April  i.  Among  the  memorials  pre- 
sented to  day  were  the  following; 

Mr.  Birdsall,  on  leave,  presented  the  meinoral  of 
E.  Price  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  others,  and 
the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Patton  and  two  liiindrnd  and 
forty-four  others,  all  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wayne,  New  York,  praying  the  interposition  of  con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel  between  Mr. 
Cilley  and  Mr.  Gr.ives,  and  the  expulsion  from  con- 
gress of  every  member  of  that  boiiy  criminally  en- 
igageil  therein;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr-  B.  were 
refined  to  the  select  committee  of  the  house  having 
the  alfair  under  investigation. 

Mr.  Birdsall,  also,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition 
of  Thomas  McClintock  and  thirty-six  others,  citizens 
of  Waterloo,  New  York,  praying  the  abrogation  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Patlon,  onlhe  subject'of  aboli- 
tion memorials;  which  was  received,  and  laid  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Peck,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house, 
presented  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Stanly  and  sundry 
other  citizens  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  county.  N.  Y. 
on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel.  Also,  a  similar 
petition  of  Shepard  Pierce  and  two  hundred  and 
seventy-one  other  citizens  of  Livonier,  Livingston 
county,  N.  Y.  Also,  a  similar  pelilion  of  J.  A. 
Campbell  and  one  hundred  others,  citizens  of  Lima, 
Livingston  comity  N.  Y. 

Iilr.  Henry  presented  the  pelilion  of  George  Cas- 
sady,  of  Mercer  county,  Penns}dvania,  a  soldier  of 
the  late  war,  who  had  his  arm  shot  olf  in  the  battle 
of  Chippewa,  and  prays  congress  for  an  increase  of 
his  pension;  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  r/iom«s,  of  Maryliind,  moved  that  Ih.i  speaker 
inform  the  governor  of  Maryland  of  the  vacancy  in 
the  represetation  from  that  state,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  late  honorable  I.  McKim;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  oflTer  a  resolution  pro- 
posing to  convert  the  vessels  now  employed  for  an 
exploring  expedition  into  a  coast  squadron,  and  de- 
tailing ils  duties.  But  objection  being  made,  Mr. 
M-inlgoinrry  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ruli's  to  allow 
of  ils  being  offered;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Urahuin  asked  leave  to  offer  a  residution  to 
alter  the  hour  of  meeting  from  12  to  U  o'clock,  A. 
M.  Objection  being  made,  he  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  to  allow  of  the  motion  being  made. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Cambreleng  deniaiided  the 
yeas  and  nays  ;  which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  Ibl- 
lows  :  Yeas  110,  nays  2!). 

So  the  rules  were  suspended.  The  resolution  was 
read,  when 

Mr.  WhUUesey  suggested  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing a  recess,  to  admit  lime  for  dinner.  He  had  never 


witnessed  a  more  general  attendance  and  seen  more 
business  done  than  when  such  a  plan  was  pursued. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  that  a 
daily  recess  be  had  at  half  past  2  to  -t  p.  in. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  gen'.leinan  from  Ohio 
would  not  press  the  amendment.  Whenever  such 
an  arrangemont  had  been  adopted,  the  house  had 
had  reason  to  regret  it.  He  hoped  there  would  be 
no  more  night  sessions. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  defended  his  proposition  at  some 
length,  upon  the  ground  that  the  arrangement  would 
conduce  to  the  expedition  of  business.  He  thought 
(he  health  of  members  required  some  such  arrange- 
ment. At  present,  after  Ihe  hour  of  two  oclock,  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  a  quorum  in  the  house  ;  and 
iie  gave  notice  that  h  ■  should  hereafter  move  a  call 
of  the  house,  whenever  this  occurred.  If  members 
come  at  11  o'clock,  they  need  refreshment  before  4 
or  5 ;  and  if  any  are  to  remain,  all  should  be  required 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Itecd  honed  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 
He  agreed  with  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  and  w-ould  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed. It  was  improper  that  the  important  business 
of  the  house  should  be  transacted  in  the  careless 
and  inattentive  manner  in  which  it  too  often  is  done. 

Mr.  Pope  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and 
thought  it  lo  be  fraught  with  much  mischief.  He 
was  not  willing  to  walk  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
and  return,  after  his  dinner.  Besides,  a  great  many 
genlleinentook  wine  at  dinner,  and  that  was  a  kind 
indulgence  that  did  not  tend  to  render  them  so  at- 
tentive and  competent  to  do  business  as  they  should 
be.  He  thought  that  it  was  rather  unreasonable  for 
the  genii 'man  trom  Ohio  to  make  such  a  proposi- 
tion at  this  time  of  the  session.  By  and  by,  when 
it  should  come  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  he  would 
go  for  it. 

Mr.  Boon  opposed  the  amendment.  The  days  were 
yet  too  short.  He  was  in  favor  of  coming  to  the 
house  at  eleven,  or  even  ten,  if  necessary  ;  but  he 
was  i-pposed  to  night  sessions,  as  a  system  to  be 
adopted  by  the  house. 

Mr.  U  hitllesey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment ;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Legare  was  against  Ihe  amendment.  He 
thought  its  adoption  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
At  the  extra  session,  when  it  was  adopted,  it  did  not 
work  ailvautageously  at  all.  The  whole  day  was  lost. 
Not  so  much,  instead  of  more,  business  was  done. 
Members  were  called  on  to  vote,  hastily,  and  with- 
out deliberation  or  investigation,  upon  most  import- 
ant que.--tions;  and  thus  their  decisions  were  crude 
and  hasty,  for  want  of  lime  to  form  them  deliberate- 
ly. In  the  case  of  the  Mississippi  election,  he  would 
have  give  any  thing  for  a  belier  opportunity  to  study 
and  investigate  all'the  points  in  that  case.  He  was 
in  hopes  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Williams  agreed  with  Mr.  Legare  as  to  the 
inutility  of  a  recess.  There  was  no  time  gained  by  it. 
Tiie  night  sessions  were  injurious  lo  the  health  of 
members.  If  Ihe  house  made  it  his  duly  to  attend  at 
11,  or  even  10,  and  to  sit  till  sunset,  he  would  do  it; 
but  he  was  opposed  lo  an  arrangement  which  would 
protract  the  sessions  till  night. 

Mr.  Cambreleng s,&\A  that  had  this  proposi'ion  come 
from  a  new  member  of  Ihe  house,  it  would  not  have 
surprised  hiin,  as  it  did,  coming  from  so  experienced 
and  industrious  a  member  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  An  hour  lor  business  before  dinner  was  worth 
more  than  all  the  evening  session;  and  were  this 
amendment  adopted,  it  would  retard  the  public  busi- 
ness one-half 

Mr.  Whittlesey's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  rose  and  said  thr-t  he  believ- 
ed the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  had  not  vet  commenc- 
ed.    It  commenced  with  the  call  for  reports. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Pickens  presented  a  memorial  from 
Mr.  Mills,  the  architect  employed  on  the  treasury 
building;  which  was  onlered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bromon  asked,  and  was  refused  leave,  to  lire- 
sent  a  memoral. 

Mr.  Dawson  asked  the  house  to  take  up  a  bill  re- 
ported by  the  commitleo  upon  milcag.-.  But  the 
house  refused  to  take  it  up. 

The  Chair  presented  several  executive  communi- 
cations. 

The  remainiler  of  Ihe  day  was  occupied  in  consid- 
ering the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  duties  and  oriicers  of  the  house,  which  were 
amended  and  adopted. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Thursday's  proceedings. 

Senate,  April  5.  After  some  business  of  minor  impor- 
tance, the  bill  to  establish  a  criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  commitfee  of  finance 
Were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  additional  supplies 
arc  needed  by  the  trcsurv  for  the  present  year;  and  if 


so,  to  inquire  also  whether  it  is  best  to  raise  such  sup- 
plies by  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given  by  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  United  States  stock  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  resorting  to  loans. 
The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
suppress  mving  and  accepting  challenges  to  duels  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  reply  to  Mr.  Preston,  re-asserting  his  former 
ground,  that  the  norlh  ought  to  be  protected  from  the 
south  by  an  anti-duelling  law. 

Mr.  Pierce  earnestly  repudiated  the  idea  that  this 
bill  was  in  any  v/ay  tobe  regarded  as  a  measure  to  pro- 
tect the  north  against  the  south.  He  insisted  that  the 
north  required  and  asked  no  such  protecrion.  Tne  ob- 
ject was  and  ought  to  be  to  suppress  an  evil  and  im- 
moral practice,  and  tor  that  purpose  alone  he  would 
give  his  support  to  such  a  measure  as  he  thought  Ukely 
to  be  most  efficient. 

Mr.  Pralon  made  a  brief  rejoinder,  insisting  that 
all  duels  are  the  result  of  mutual  agreement,  the  impel- 
ling torce  on  both  sides  being  equaDy  a  moral  one;  and 
he  remarked  further  on  the  impropriety  of  sectional  as- 
saults, and  of  opprobrious  cpitnets  applied  to  persons 
now  under  trial,  (by  the  investigation  in  the  other 
house.) 

Mr.  Grundy  expressed  the  belief  that  public  opinion 
every  where  was  decidedly  against  the  practice;  he 
knew  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and 
what  he  wished  was  to  pass  such  a  law  as  would  be 
best  calculated  to  suppress  it.  He  argued  that  for  this 
purpose  the  subsdtute  of  Mr.  Clayton  was  best,  tor 
which,  therefore,  he  would  give  his  vote. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  brielly  in  favor  of  the  original  bill, 
and  against  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Clayton  as  sutficient 
to  effect  the  object  proposed. 

The  bill  being  sdU  up,  and  Mr.  Linn  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  consider  further  the  question  of  in- 
fhcung  the  same  punishment  on  seconds  as  on  princi- 
pals in  a  duel, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

House  of  representatives,  Thursday,  April  5.  Mr. 
Patton,  on  leave,  offered  a  resolution  appointing  Mr. 
McCormick  (the  present  incumbent)  postmaster  to  the 
house;  which  was  agreed  to,  nem  con, 

Mr.  McKennan  ottered  a  resolution  that  the  house 
would  on  Monday  next,  at  2  o'clock,  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  doorkeeper,  in  the  place  of  Overton  Carr, 
deceased.  Mr.  Cambreleng  objecting,  the  question 
was  put,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to:  ayes  92,  noes  31. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  rnoved  to  amend  it  by  sub- 
stituting this  day,  at  2  o'clock;  but  it  was  negatived: 
a)-es  B3,  noes  73.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  then  moved 
to  suspend  the  election  of  a  doorkeeper  until  the  first 
Mimday  of  Deember  nexf.  On  this  modon,  Mr.  Cam- 
hreleng  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. A  brief  debate  now  ensued,  after  which,  the 
question  was  put  on  Mr.  Williams'  motion,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  yeas  71,  nays  91.  Mr.  Skcrrod  Wi2- 
now  ofiered  to  amend  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mc- 
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dding  a  clause  declaring 
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solulion  hy  sinking  our  ''Monday  next  at  2  o'clock,'' 
and  inserting  "tbrtnwith;**  which  was  agreed  to:  ayes 
97.    The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Candidates,  twenty  in  number,  were  then  put  in 
noniinalion,  by  different  members. 

Mr.  Sherroil  Williams  proposed  that  it  be  agreed,  be- 
fore going  into  ihe  election,  that,  after  each  unsuccess- 
ful ballot,  (if  such  should  he,)  the  candidate  having  the 
smallest  number  of  votes  he  diopped,  and  so  on  uiuil 
an  election  should  be  made. 

But  the  Chair  decided  that  this  amounted  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  rule  of  the  house,  touching  the  election  of  its 
officers,  and  therefore  would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  propo.sition  was  negatived. 

I'he  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  doorkeeper. 

After  ilu  G.h  ballot,  i\Ir.  Jus.  FoUansbee  having  re- 
ceived 91  out  of  177  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected.  t\Ir.  t'oliansbee  ajipeared  accordingly,  and 
was  qualilied. 

Cieil  and  diplojnatic  appropriation  hill. 

This  bill  came  from  the  senate  slighlly  amended. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  house.  [So 
the  bill  now  only  wants  the  signature  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  become  a  law.] 

The  pension  bill  came  from  the  senate  with  an 
amendniens  which  was  concurred  in. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  (cliiefly  private)  were 
read  fjr  tiie  first  linie,  and  were  appropriately  refiBrred. 

On  nioiiun  of  Mr.  Legare, 

licsiihi'd,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims 
be  ins'rueted  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  granting 
to  Mrs.  Brown,  daughter  of  sergeant  Jasper,  the  com- 
mulalion  iiay  of  a  subaltern  officer,  or  such  other  com- 
pensation as  she  may  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entided  to  under  the  la.vs  and  tfie  practice  of  congress. 

The  .SyjtuScr  laid  before  the  house  a  message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  state,  wilh  accompanviiig 
papers,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
21st  ulf.  reijuesting  informalion  respecting  the  deslriie- 
tion  of  the  steamboat  Caroline. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  21st  ult.  ta 
relation  to  lands  sold  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  antt 
associations  formed  by  intruders  on  the  public  iMidSv 

After  which,  the  house  adjourned. 
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BO- Mr.  /enJ/Vr,  or  Maryland,  who  was  confined 
on  his  estate,  by  severe  indisposition,  has  returned 
to  his  duties  in  tlie  house  of  representatives. 

(KJ-Mr.  Hunle,;  of  Ohio,  has  also  so  far  recovered 
from  his  indisposition,  as  to  be  able  to  attend  in  the 
house. 

CoVN-ErTiruT.  Mr.  Kllsworth,  (he  whig  cmdi- 
dste  lor  ijovernor,  has  been  elected  by  a  majority, 
estimated  .-\t  nearly  601)0  votes.  The  senate  will  be 
comprised  of  20  whiss  and  one  iviend  of  the  ad- 
ministration. The  whig  majorii  v  in  the  legislature 
13  very  large. 

Mai\-e.  Edward  Robinson  (W)  has  been  elected 
a  member  ol  congress  from  the  Lincoln  district,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasionr<l  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cilley.  Mr  McCrate  was  the  opposing  candidate. 
We  have  not  yet  seen  an  official  account  of  the 
election,  but  Mr.  Robinson'; 
166  over  all  the  candidates. 


New  York  City.  The  election  for  mayor,  al- 
dermen, council,  &c.  took  place  on  Tuesday  last 
and  terminatcdon  Thursday  evening  Tile  contest 
was  anient  and  rallietl  the  entire  sTren^h  of  both 
parlies.  We  have  no  returns,  but  we  learn  that  on 
the  first  day  in.SOO  votes  were  taken,  on  the  second 
11,781).  makino;  lor  the  two  days  30, US!)  votes.  In 
the  great  contest  of  IS34.  the  voles  given  on  the 
corresponding  two  days  amounted  to  29,2S9. 

Bavks.  Currency,  kc.  The  bank  convention 
assembled  in  New  York  on  Wi=dnesday  l.isl,  pursu- 


On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Birdseye  ollered  the  lollow 
in^;  to  the  consideration  of  the  assembly  of  N.  York. 
fnincas  the  banks  ol  the  state  of  New  York,  as 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  United  Slates,  have  hereto- 
fore received  in  dcposite  large  amounts  of  the  fede- 
ral revenues,  all  which  they  have  paid  over  on  de- 
mand, without  loss  or  defalcation — 

Ami  w  hereas  those  inslilntions  are  now  prepar- 
ing to  resume  specie  p.iymenls  at  an  early  day, 
and  have  evinced  a  commendable  desire  to  place 
the  currency  of  this  state  in  a  sound  condition — 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper,  that  these 
banks  should  be  adequate  ly  suslained  in  these  ttieir 
praiseworthy  ellbrts,  Ijy  the  confidence  of  the  slates 
and  general  governments — 

Therefore  rcsolveiL  That  all  the  revenues  of  this 
state  be  continui  d,  as  heretofore,  to  be  collected  in 
the  notes  of  the  solvent,  specie-pajing  banks  of  this 
state, and  deposited  with  those  bank's  for  s.ife  keeping. 
ResolfCil,  That  our  senators  and  representatives 
ajorlty  is  said  to  be  in  congress  be  requested  to  urge  the  immediate 
passage  of  a  law,  or  the  adoption  of  a  resolution, 
directing  all  the  officers  of  the  general  government 
within  this  state  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  specie- 
paying  banks  thereof,  in  payment  of  all  debts  due 
and  to  become  due  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
disburse  the  same  in  payments  to  be  made  by  the 
federal  government  within  this  state. 


mi-  ;       Fruin  Ifi,   ■y»//„A.j.vsf,-  •■  flondir,,,:'  Marc/,  3\. 

I  in  IJniing  the  we,k  our  town  has  been  filled  with 
I  brought  ifonps,  col.  Snodgiass'  command  of  Alabauiiaiis 
passed  through,  on  their  way  home,  having  been 
discharg.  d.  We  learn  that  out  ol  12"(l  men,  the 
whole  command  have  lost  dining  lour  months  but 
three  by  sickness.  Part  uf  the  foicc  has  been  chiefly 
stationed  at  posts  and  garrisons,  and  the  resiilue  near 
the  main  army  in  the  lowerpart  of  the  peninsula. 

On  Thursd'ay  last  alioiit  loOO  of  gen.  Nelson's 
brigade  passed  Ihrongli  on  thiMrionte  lo  Columbus, 
wh.re  they  are  to  be  discharged.  We  have  the 
highest  respect  for  those  troops.  Hardy  woods- 
men, inured  to  danger  and  coniiiiandid  by  brave 
and  intelligent  ollicers,  to  whom  (hey  are  attached 
and  have  lull  conlidence  in,  we  have  seen  no  sol- 
diers duiing  (he  war  on  whose  seivices  we  should 
place  higher  value.  The  duly  assigned  them  in 
"      protection^  of  (he  frontier   has  been   laithlully 


ant  to   adjournment.     Th „ ^  ,.„.,^r=  ,,„,, 

thi'  New  York  papers  of  tliat  day,  contain  all  th 
inlormation  wehave  yet  seen  on'the  subject  of  its 
deliberations: 

This  important  convention  met  to-day  at  12 
o'clock  at  the  City  Hall,  according  to  adjoiirnmcnt. 

They  sit  with  closeil  doors,  consequently  we 
can  glean  but  little  concerning  their  proceedings. 
We  can  state,  however,  that  a  very  considerable 
number  of  delegates  are  in  attendance,  say  from 
l.!0  to  1.50.  The  hon.  Samuel  Hubbard  of  jjoston, 
the  same  gnntleinan  who  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
former  meeting,  jiresiding  on  tlie  present  occasion. 
None  but  preliminary  business  has  as  yet  been 
transacted. 

The  annexed  paragraph  is  from  the  New  York 
■  Express,  of  same  date  : 

The  bank  convention  assembled  this  mornino- 
according  to  agreement.  It  did  not  take  long  Fo 
ascertain  that  a  riecided  majority  of  the  eonvenUon 
is  opposed  to  the  present  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, b 'cause  successful  resumption,  in  the  pre- 
sent condiiioH  of  things,  is  deemed  imiiossible. 

The  n»ws  from  Washington  and  Albany,  toge- 
ther with  the  uncertain  position  onrown  banks  are 
about  to  take,  has  throw  n  a  gloom  over  the  mer- 
cantile community.  Stocks  have  felt  the  shock 
very  sensibly.  The  future  is  all  dark  and  doubtful, 
and  what  sort  of  a  plunge  bar  curroncv  is  about  to 
take  nobody  seems  to  know. 

Referring  to  the  conven'ion,  (he  New  York 
Commercial  .\dvertiser  of  iMonday  says— 

We  h^ve  no  means  of  knowing  t'he  present  views 
of  (he  conveidion  or  (o  what  results  its  d.  Iil)i-rations 
will  come.  Be  the  votes  of  the  convention  what 
they  may  however,  the  banks  ol  this  city  and  state 
mint  resume.  There  is  no  alternative.  But  for  a 
eonrse  on  their  part  the  wisdom  of  which  we  have 
never  been  able  to  perceive,  they  miiht  readily  have 
received  farther  indulgence  at  the  hands  of  the 
Jegislature,  in  the  event  of  .such   indulgence   beinj 


We  find  the  following  in  the  "New  York  .Ameri- 
can" ol  Tuesday  last,  which  has  been  before  the 
banks  of  New  York  for  more  than  a  month. 

Washington-,  1S//i  il/«rc/i,  1S38. 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  yours  ol  the  16lh  instant, 
I  hasten  to  remove  any  erro 


perlormed.  They  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
scouring  the  country  from  Suwannee  to  Tampa 
Bay,  No  lives  have  been  lost,  though  on  (he  dif- 
li  rent  skirmishes  several  have  been  badly  wonnd- 
ed.  The  brave  col,  I'oster  was  severely  shot 
through  the  breast  while  charging  upon  an  Indian, 
but  we  are  glad  to  learn  will  plobubly  soon  recover 
fiom  its  ellects. 

GENERAL  ORDERS— .Vo.  7. 
Hf.ai 


following  notices  from    the  rumor  mentioned.     Th 


depaituient,  and  one  wliich  it  makes  known  to 
inquiries   is,  to  promote    the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  hy  the  banks,  so  far  as  its  limited  power 
may  permit. 

Consequently  it  has  not,  and  will  not  hereafter 
piMchnse  specie  beyond  what  may  be  needed  for 
immediate  disbursement,  and  in  that  way  w  ill  neither 
hoard  it  nor  compete  with  others  for  its  posse-sion. 

All  we  receive  in  any  way,  will  immediately  be 
paid  out  again  to  defray  the  appropriations. 

I  make  these  statements  explicitly  and  promptly, 
and  have  forwarded  similar  ones  to  ISoslon,  in  ord 


F.\n  quaktehs  of  the  AI'.MY,      ) 

Alvutant  general's  office,    J 

U'its/(inf;loii,  .ipril  10,  183S. 

I.  Major-general  Jesup  having  reported  that  the 
operations  in  Florida  will  have  terminated  by  the 
1st  of  May,  and  that  a  portion  of  (he  troops  will  be 
disposable,  the  following  arrangements  will  be  car- 
ried into  edect  as  soon  thcrealter  as  practicable. 

II.  The  1st  and  6th  reiiimenls  ol  infantry,  the  six 
3   inferences  Iroin    companies  of  (he  second    infaidry  and  lour  com- 

ttled  policy  of  the    panies  of  the  second  dragoons,  will  constitute  the 


that  1 


regular  force  to  remain  in  Florida,  with  as  many 
co'iri])ani.  s  ot  the  volunteers  or  militia  of  the  terri- 
tory as  the  officer  remaining  in  command  may  deem 
necessary.  The  three  companies  of  the  6lh  infant- 
ry, now  in  Louisiana,  will  forlluvith  join  the  head 
quarters  of  the  regiuien(  at  Tampa  Bay. 

111.  The  lour  regiments  of  artillery,  tfe  (th  rci- 
iiient  of  infantry,  six  companies  ol  (he  2d  dragoons, 
and  the  detachment  of  marines,  will  repair  to  the 
Cherokee  country  by  the  most  convenient  and  ex- 
peditious routes  from  the  several  points  at  whicb 
they  may  be  found  on  the  receipt  of    this  order. 


injurious  apprehension   iiee 


as  to  the  financial  operations  of  the  govemm-ent. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Levi  WoODBrRY. 

Safes  at  the  New  York  slocl:  exchange,  .^pril  1 1 . 
207  shares  U.  S.  bank  111  1-2 

.50     do         do       do     100  days.  111  1-2 

Spcde — 1-2  a  1  per  cent,  premium. 
Treasury  notcsS3\es  of  ,*.5000  at  l-l,  and  .^4000 
at  1-8  per  cent  discount. 

Sales  of  sloch  at  PhilaMphii,  .Ipril  11, 
,$•1600  draft  of  New  York,  104  7-2 

S^IOOO    do  do  104  1-2 

50  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  117  1-4 

From  the  .'Vrmy.  SI.  .lugmiinc,  .Ipril  6. — 
Recent  arrivals  from  Jupiter  river,  inlorm  us  that 
the  ,500  Indians  encamped  there,  "awaiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  presittent,"  have  been  caplnrrd,  by 
order  of  gen, /«;»/),  .\  part  of  them  havebeen  sent 
to  Key  Biscay nc,  (Cape  Florida) — the  remainder 
have  gone  overland  to  Tampa  Bay,  They  are  in 
all,  520  in  iinmbcr,  men,  women,  and  children; 
among  them  1,50  to  200  warriors, 

A  more  recent  arrival  brings  information  that 
colonel  Bnnkheiiil,  willi  his  command,  alter  travers- 
oine  "terrUile"  swamps  came  up  with  a  body 


d  be  entertained  i  The  troops,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  move  by  regi- 


ments, and  be  accompanied  by  all  the  officers  fie 
longing  to  each.  Should  any  of  the  companies  or- 
dcied  to  the  Cherokee  country,  occupy  stations  in 
Fliuida  from  wliich  they  should  not  be  immediately 
withdrawn,  (hey  will  condnue  in  position  until  they 
can  be  relieved  by  the  troojis  designated  fo  remain 
in  the  territory  ;  after  which  they  will  follow  their 
regiments  without  delay,  it  being  important  to  con- 
centrate the  companies  ol  each  reuimeiit, 

IV.  Two  surgeons,  and  as  many  assistants  as  the 
service  may  require,  will  be  retained  in  Florida,  lo 
be  selected  Irom  those  whose  who  have  served  the 
shortest  period  in  the  tiTritoiy.  .\ll  other  officers 
of  the  medical  stairnill  proceed  with  the  troops  or- 
dered to  (he  Cherokee  country. 

V,  Major  general  Jesup  will  take  all  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  pronqit  execution  of  this  or- 
der, and  will  then  tuin  over  (he  command  of  (he 
troops  in  Florida  to  brevet  brigadier  gencivl  Z. 
Taylor,  colonel  of  (he  ls(  infantry;  and  oii  heingre- 
lieved.be  will  repair  lo  (he  sea(  of  govcrnuienl,  and 
resume  the  duties  of  quartermaster  general. 

VI.  The  olficers  at  (he  heads  of  (he  several 
branches  of  the  stall  will  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  moving  and  supjilying  the  troops 
on  their  loutes  to  their  destination,  and  for  the  ser- 
vice in  which  liny  are  to  be  employed. 

VII,  Major-general  Scott  is  assigned  to  (he  i 


necessary.     But  they  have   themselves   closed  the  [  of  Indian',  number  not   known,  but   suppposed  to 

doors  against  an  extension  of  the   suspension  law,    be  Sam  Jones'  gang,  to  whom  a  flag  was  sent;  but  j  mediate  command  of  the  troops  ordered  to  the  Che- 
Bowcver  necessary  it^may  be  to  save  what  ren  ains  |  the  Indians  fired  upon  the  flag.     Ah   attempt  was    rokee  country,  and  the  direction  of  affairs  in  that 
Come  what  will,  '  then  made  to  surround  the  Indians  but  without  sue- 1  quarter.     The  commanders  of  regimenis  and  de- 


of  this  noble  and  3uffering  cit 


onr  banks  must  resume. 

It  was  stated  in  the   '-New  York   American"  a 
few  days  ago.  that  governor  Marcy   would  recom- 


-  -  - ^...    I  been  killed  and  scalped  in  (hat  vicinity.    The  name 

mend  (o  (he  legisladire,  (he  expediency  of  loaning  |  of  one.  we  understand  was  Hozatis—we  have  not 
ten  millions  of  state  stocks  to  the  banks  lo  enable  '  learned  (he  name  of  the  other, 
tftein  to  sustain  themselves  in   their  resumption  ofi     It  is  reported  that  AV?sr>n'sbrigade  have  gone  home 
Vol.  LIV.— SiG,  7.  '  B  s 


cess— theyescaped.  1  tacliment.s   willl  report    to   his   head    quarters,   at 

An  exp'ress  arrived   here  a  few  days  since  from  !  Athens,  in  Tennessee,  or  wherever  elsi-  they  may 
Micanopy.by  which  we  learn  that  two  men  have    be  established  at  (he  (ime 


By  Older  of  .Alex  xnper  Macomh. 
Major-general  cominniHling-in-rliirf. 

K,  JONES, 
.1'ljiilnnt  genernl. 
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MR.  BIDDLE'S  LETTER 


lamlaboveall.lhaltlifseshieHdmelalswouWenable,      IV.   Com  |iare  the  situauoi.  ol  llie 
us  10  outwit  the  paper  dulness  ol  Bn^Vand.     "Sir,"J  last    resiuuplion  and  nov. .     Alter  a  fusp.  nson  lor 


others  ran  not  do  so  readily,  or  the  si  ill  poorer  desire 
of  profitini;  by  the  disasters  of  others,  the  occasion 
wo\iM  ce.tain'ly  be  tempting.  But  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  makes  common  cause  witti  the  other 
banks,  and  the  character  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  are  identified  with  its  banking  system. 
They  must  stand  or  fall  together;  and  it  is  of  vital 
importance  that  the  banks  should  act  wisely  and  act 
harmoniously,  and  above  all,  that  they  should  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  driven,  by  the  dread  of  be- 
ins  thought  weak,  into  rash  and  hazardous  enter- 
prises. 

The  great  prerojative  of  strength  is  not  to  be 
afraid  of  doing  right;  and  it  belongs  to  those  who 
have  no  fear  that  prudent  counsels  will  be  mistaken 
for  timidity,  to  examine  calmly  whether  the  general 
interest  of  the  country  recommend  the  voluntary 
resumption  of  specie  payments  in  May  next.  I  say 
the  voluntary  resumption,  because  there  is  not  now 


must  bi-  final.  If  the  banks  resume  and  are  able 
by  sacrificing  the  community,  to  continue  lor  a  tew 
months,  it  will  be  exilusively  employed  at  the  n.  xt 
elections  to  show  that  the  schemes  ol  the  executive 
are  not  as  destructive  as  they  will  prove  herealter. 
But  if  they  resume  and  again  are  comjielled  to  sus- 
pend, the  executive  will  rejoice  at  this  new  triumph, 
and  they  will  fall  in  the  ii.idst  of  a  universal  outcry 
againt  t'heirwei.kiiess.  Thisis  perfectly  understood, 
and  accordingly  all  the  influence  of  the  executive 
is  directed  to  drive  the  banks,  by  popular  outiage 
and  clamor,  into  a  premature  resumption — not  a 
business  resumption,  general  and  permanent,  but  a 
political  and  forced  resumption,  which  may  place 
them  at  the  mercy  of  those  in  power.  They  who 
have  special  charge  ol  these  interests  must  then  be- 
ware of  beins:  decoyed  fioui  their  pn  sent  position. 
They  are  now  sa'fe  and  strong,  and  they  should 
not  venture  beyond  their  entrenchments  while  the 


nor  has  there  ever  been,  any  legal  suspension  ol  I  enemy  is  in  the  plain  before  them.  II  they  re.suine, 
specie  payments  as  there  was  for  more  than  twenty  one  o"f  two  things  will  hapiien— their  notes  will  not 
years  in  England.  The  suspension  is  wholly  con-  be  received  by  the  government  or  they  will  be  re- 
ventional  between  the  banks  and  the  community,  ceived.  If  thev  are  not  received,  the  government, 
arising  from  their  mutual  conviction  that  it  is  for  to  the  extent  of  the  revenue,  will  force  the  holders 
their  mutual  benefit.  In  truth,  the  banks  are  but  j  ol  the  notes  to  draw  specie  from  the  banks  to  he 
the  mere  agents  of  that  community.  They  have  no  j  deposited  with  collectors  ol  the  revenue.  For  the 
funds  not  already  lent  out  to  the  people.'of  whose  (litteience  between  the  revenue  and  the  expenses, 
property  and  industry  they  are  the  representatives.  I  the  government  will  issue  treasury  notes  to  be  sold 
Thev  are  only  other  names  for  the  farms,  the  com-  |  for   bmk   notes,  and  converted  into  spec- ■   "■■'  -" 


merce,  the  factories,  and  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  country — and  the  inquiry  whether  the  banks 
are  ready  to  resume  is  only  another  form  of  asking 
whether  the  people  are  ready  to  pay  their  debts  to 
the  banks. 

The  true  question  then,  after  all,  is,  whether  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  banks  should  announce 
that  the  causes  of  the  suspension,  which  then  satis- 
fied the  community,  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  that 
the  suspension  itself,  with  all  its  necessary  attend- 
ants of  restriction,  need  no  lonjer  be  continued. 
To  that  inquiry  I  now  proceed.    And — 

I.  What  were  the  causpsof  the  suspension?  They 
were  the  specie  circular,  which  forbade  the  receipt 
of  any  thinj  but  eold  or  silver  nt  the  land  offices— 
the  mismanagement  of  the  deposites,  which  scat- 
tered them  to  the  frontiers — the  clamor  raised  by 
the  executive  a^rainst  banks  notes,  which  alarmed 
the  people  for  their  safety,  and  caused  a  run  upon 
the  banks  for  specie.  Now  has  any  one  of  these 
causes  ceased.'  On  the  contrary,  have  thev  not  ac 
quired  ten  fold  force?  The  .specie  circular  is  not 
repealed.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  extended, 
,for  bank  notes  are  prescribed,  not  merely  from  the 
land  offices,  but  from  all  payments  of  every  descrip- 
tion to  the  government.  The  distribution  of  the 
surplus  is  over,  because  there  is  no  longer  any  sur- 
plus to  di'^tribute;  but  the  great  disbursements  on 
the  southern  an<l  western  frontiers  operate  as  injuri- 
ously by  requiring  the  transfer  of  so  much  revenue 
from  the  points  were  it  is  collecteil.  Lastly,  and 
mainly,  the  alarm  about  bank  notes  propagated  by 
the  government,  has  been  deeidy  spread  throughout 
the  cotintrv,  till  what  was  at  first  a  passing  outcry, 
has  settled  into  an  implacable  hos  jlify.  No  man. 
I  think,  lan  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  executive 
of  the  United  States  seoks  to  maintain  hi=  power  by 
exciting  ponuhr  passions  against  the  credit  sy.aleni: 
and  that  the  whole  influence  of  the  government  is 
employed  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
disiruat  and  hatred  of  all  banks. 

For  this  purpose,  the  most  ins.ine  ravings  are  ad 
dressed  to  the  cupidity  of  the  ig' orant,  who  are 
taught  that  gold  and  silver  «re  the  only  true  riches, 


nd  a 
the  disbursements  are  made  at  points  on  the  fron- 
tiers, remote  from  the  places  of  collection,  it  will 
not  return  to  the  batiks  issuing  it  except  circuit- 
ously.  But  if  the  notes  are  received,  they  will  not, 
as  formerly,  be  deposi  ed  in  banks  and  drawn  out 
again  so  as  to  enter  into  the  circulation,  leaving  the 
public  creditor  his  choice  of  specie  or  notes,  but 
they  will  be  left  in  special  deposite  with  the  re- 
ceivers. When  warrants  are  drawn  on  these  re- 
ceivers thev  will  call  on  the  banks  for  specie  to  pay 
the  favored  public  creditor,  selecting,  of  course,  the 
bank  on  whom  they  will  draw  according  to  its  ser. 
vilily  or  opposition  to  the  executive,  and  thus  pla- 
cing them  all  under  his  control.  Now  under  such 
circumstances,  is  it  wise  for  the  banks  to  disarm 
themsehes  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy? 

III.  The  disorders  of  tlie  currency  lie  too  deep 
for  superficial  remeilies,  and  these  palliatives  irri- 
tate without  curing.  Congress,  and  congress  alone, 
can  apply  adequate  relief.  What  Mr.  Madison  said 
to  congress  in  ISlfi.  is  even  more  true  in  18.SS. 
•For  tlie  interest  of  the  community  at  large."  said 
he,  "  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  treasury,  it 
is  essential  that  the  nation  should  possess  a  currency 
of  equal  value,  creilil  and  use  wherever  it  may  cir- 
culate. The  constitution  has  entrusted  congress 
ncliifively  with  the  power  of  creating  and  regula- 
ting the  currency  of  that  description."  The  only 
reform  in  the  currency  which  that  body  has  yet 
made,  is  the  issue  of  ten  millions  of  irredeema- 
ble paper  money,  and  a  proposal  for  ten  millions 
more.  Is  it  worth  while  then,  so  long  as  congress 
fails  to  exercise  its  legitimate  powers,  to  waste  the 
strength  of  the  country  in  elforts  to  accomplish 
what  we  all  know  to  be'injpracticable?  To  resume 
now  without  some  clear  understanding  with  the 
government,  seems  to  be  throwing  away  the  benefits 
of  experience,  and  the  lessons  of  mislbrtnne.  We 
have  gone  through  all  the  mortification  and  all  the 
inconvenience  of  suspension.  Let  us  endeavor  to 
profit  by  them;  to  fix  the  future  on  some  solid  basis 
—  have  some  guarantee  of  the  stability  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  not  set  every  thing  afloat  again  without 
knowing  where  we  may  be  drifted.    For^ 


Then  the  government  agieed  to  n  ceive  lor  all 
dues  the  notes  of  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States— 
now  all  bank  notes  are  relusfd  and  discredited. 
Tlien  the  government  endeavored  to  sustain  the 
banks — now  it  is  striving  to  destroy  them.  Then  it 
established  a  new  and  vigorous  bank  capital — now 
it  reluses  to  create  a  new  bank,  and  seeks  to  crip- 
ple those  in  existence.  Then  we  had  two  hundred 
and  sixty  banks — now  we  have  nearly  nine  hundred. 
In  short,  what  reliance  have  the  banks  now  with 
the  executive  hostile  to  them?  What  protection 
like  that  of  the  late  Bank  ol  the  United  Slates  have 
thi  y  to  sustain  them?     None  whatever. 

The  only  circumstance  not  uhollj  unfavorable  in 
the  conipaiison,  is  the  low  rale  ol  exchange  with 
England.  But  nothing  general  or  permanent  can 
be  inferred  from  this  circumstance,  which  lnquent- 
ly  occurs,  and  on  the  present  occasion  is  wholly 
accidental  in  New  York,  from  the  unnatural  condi- 
tion into  which  her  measures  of  extreme  rigor  have 
driven  every  thing.  If  under  ordinary  ciicumstan- 
ces,  while  other  things  underwent  no  depression, 
exchange  on  England  should  decline,  it  might  be 
inferred  that  England  owes  to  the  United  States 
more  than  we  have  yet  drawn  from  her.  But  it  is 
not  excliange  alone 'that  has  lallen.  Extliange  on 
England  has  not  fallen  in  New  York  as  much  as  the 
internal  exchanges  or  stocks  or  real  estate,  orhouse 
rent  have  fallen.  This  fact  seems  decisive  as  to  the 
cause.  But  can  this  depression  continue?  Cer- 
tainly not.  These  rigorous  measures  are  under- 
stood to  be  only  preliminary — only  preparations  for 
an  expansion  by  the  banks  of  New  York,  which  is 
to  restore  ease  and  confidence.  Well,  the  moment 
this  ease  and  confidence  return,  all  things  will  rise, 
and  exchange  of  course  among  the  number.  Be- 
sides, this  unnatural  condition  will  work  its  own 
remedy,  as  all  irregularities  are  cured  by  tlieir  own 
excesses.  To  sell  every  thing  and  to  buy  nothing 
is  impracticable,  and  when  the  English  have  bought 
all  the  produce  we  have  to  spare,  we  must  of  course 
buy  from  them  what  manufactures  they  have  to 
spare.  As  soon  as  the  proceeds  of  our  industry  are 
realized  in  England — while  we  have  gradually  ex- 
hausted our  supply  of  English  goods — our  own 
merchants  will  convert  their  produce  into  a  fresh 
siipjily  to  be  brought  over;  or  if  this  process  be  loo 
slow,  the  English  manulactnrers  themselves  will 
send  their  own  goods  for  sale.  In  either  case  the 
exchange  will  recover  its equillibrium,  and  of  course 
will  rise  here,  lor  between  two  such  countries  as 
America  and  England,  a  permanent  inequality  of 
exchange,  as  a  basis  of  the  metallic  currency  of 
either,  is  in  possible. 

V.  Perceiving  nothing  in  the  conduct  ol  the  gov- 
ernment to  justify  an  early  resuu:plion,  let  us  see 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  state  of  the  country 
which  recommends  it.     Now  what  is  the  condition 
of  our  affairs?     The  suspension  Ibiind   us  with  a 
heavy  debt  to  the  banks— not  less  probably  than  five 
huiidred   millions — with    large    balances    from    the 
southern  and  western  states  to  the  Atlantic  cities, 
and  with  a  very  considerable  debt  to  Europe.     All 
parties  were  willing  to  yay;  almost  all  weie  able 
to  pay  ;  but  great  forbearance  and  grea'  indulgence  ' 
were  necfssary  from   the   creditor,  and  above  all,  , 
alter   such    a    convulsion,    the   great  restorer  was  i 
time;  time  to  settle  ;  time  to  adjust  accounts  ;  time  I 
to  send  the  deblois'  crops  to  market;  lime  to  dis-  ■ 
pose  of  his  properly  witli  the  least  sacrifice;  time  j 
to  bring  out  his  resources  to  pay  his  d.  bts.     In  all 
Ihe  large  movemrnts  of  human  affairs,  as  in  the 
operations  of  nature,  the  great  law  is  gentlenefs— 
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violence  is  the  last  resource  of  weakness.  Tlic  dis-  i 
eaie  ol  the  country  was  an  overstrained  and  dis- 
teni|K'red  energy.  Tue  remedy  was  repose.  The  I 
qui^slion  oi  tiie  currency,  tnon^h  important,  wa*  [ 
only  secon.lary.  The  lirst  concern  was  lo  pay  our  ' 
deUts,  and  especially  not  to  depreciate  the  value  cif; 
our  in  ans  ol  piying  them.  i 

Accordiii/;ly  ii  seemed  to  me  that  after  the  sus-  j 
pension,  tne  Hue  course  of  this  country  was  to  be 
gin  a  gectle  and  gradual  diminution  ol  loans,  '.ulli-  ' 
cient  lO  pivventliie  hazards  ore.>cpansion  while  the 
reslraiul  ol  specie  payments  was  removed,  and  to  j 
prepart.  lor  tlie  resumption,  but  with  no  rash  coin-  , 
peiitio.i  ds  to  the  amount  which  the  several  tMnks 
coiiUl  curtail — to  make  no  violent  changes  in  the 
standard  ol  value,  and  give  ti.ne  for  a  setllei.neni  | 
with  foreigners,  and  aiUong  ourselves,  on  the  same  j 
or  nearly  the  sam.-  basis  upon  wh  ch  these  mutual 
engagements  were  contracted— letting  the  crops  go  | 
to  theii  destiued  markets  without  depreciating  theii  ! 
price.  Alter  this,  the  resumption  with  tne  aid  oil 
congress,  would  have  been  easy  and  spoiilaneoiis. 
It  was  in  this  spirit  that  the  Hank  ot  the  United  | 
States  has  not  diminished  ten  per  cent,  of  its  loans  I 
— while  it  added  about  three  millions  lo  its  specie — 
and  will  have  given  the  necessary  I'acililies  lor  ship- 
ping the  crops  ol  the  south  and  west  to  tlie  amount ! 
ol  probably  (il'teen  or  twenty  millions  ol'  dollars; 
placing  Its  own  confidential  agent  in  Kngland  to  | 
protect  the  great  commercial  and  |wcuniary  inter- 
ests ol  the  country.  This  seemed  to  be  its  proper 
function. 

It  was  thus  that  it  hoped  to  discharge  its  duty  to 
the  whole  union.  It  was  thus,  too,  iF  cmiUl  sliow  1 
its  fidelity  to  Pennsylvania,  by  aiding  its  public  i<n-  I 
provements — by  keeping  its  business  and  its  people  [ 
III  comparative  ease,  and  by  not  sud'ering  the  pros- 
perity of  its  commercial  capital  to  be  prostrated —  ' 
objects  these,  far  more  ijnportant  than  whether ; 
specie  payments  be  resumed  a  few  months  sooner  I 
or  later. 

The  injurious  effects  of  a  contrary  course  are 
seen  in  all  Ihe  relations  ot  business.  Take  for  in- 
stance the  debts  to  banks  and  to  imiividnals.  The  ! 
debts  Were  mainly  contracted  when  the  currency  I 
was  abunilant.  They  must  no.v  be  paid  in  a  very  | 
altered  state  of  the  currency — and  it  is  necessary  to  ! 
proceed  with  extreme  caution  whfn  the  relation  of 
the  deblor  to  his  credilor  is  changed  by  events  I 
which  neither  could  control,  because  if  lliis  change  I 
be  not  made  very  gradually  so  as  to  bring  at  the  ' 
same  lime  all  the  other  relations  of  life  to  the  same  ' 
stanilard.  you  inllict  injoslice  or  perhaps  ruin  on  | 
the  debtor.  It  was  thus  that  England  conliniied  i 
her  sii-pension  lor  twenty-live  years,  and  by  act  of, 
parliamenl  gave  several  years  notice  u{  the  progies-  [ 
sive  resumption,  in  order  that  all  Ihe  business  of  the  i 
country  should  adjust  itself  to  the  approaching 
change.  Ol  Ihe  eifect  of  any  smlden  movement, 
we  have  before  us  a  striking  instance. 

It  appears  by  the  publi.'Uied  statements  of  the  i 
banks  oi  the  city  of  New  Yorlc,  that  since  the  sus-  i 
pension  to  iMarch  1,  1838,  they  have  reduced  their 
loans  and  discounts  from  forty-six  millions  to  thirty 
millions,  and  their  circulation  from  nine  millions  to 
two  mi. lions— an  aggregate  diiiiiniilion  from  forty- 
five  millions  to  thirty-three  millions.  If  this,  or  any  i 
thing  near  this,  be  the  reduction,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence? A  man  who  contracted  a  debt  to  the! 
banks  In  New  York,  before  the  suspension,  finrls  his  , 
ability  to  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  that  , 
debt  reduced  one  third  or  nearly  one  half — that  is  to 
say,  the  dollar  he  now  pays  is  equivalent  to  one  and  , 
a  hall  or  almost  two  dollars  when  he  borrowed  it,  j 
besides  the  interest.  Such  a  process  of  reduction 
would  have  been  wholly  intolerable,  if  the  citizens 
had  not  escaped  from  it  and  .soujrht  alleviation  by 
loans  elsewhere.  But  if  the  other  cities  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  New  York  and  made  similar 
rednclions,  ihe  whole  country  would  have  sunk  un- 
der it  or  revolted  against  it. 

These  inequalities  between  members  of  the  same 
community  become  more  striking  when  applied  to 
engagements  between  distant  parts  of  the  union. 
The  .Atlantic  cities  for  instance,  were  creditors  of 
the  southern  and  westein  states  for  goc^ds  sold  to 
them,  to  b?  paid  for  either  in  those  states,  or  in  the 
Atlantic  cities — tlieir  currencies  being  so  nearly  the 
same  that  the  exchange  would  not  cost  as  much  as 
the  mere  transportation  of  the  sfiecie.  When  the 
day  of  payment  arrives,  the  credilor  city  suildenly 
makes  an  artificial  scarcity  of  iis  own  ctirrency — 
renders  the  only  money  it  will  recei\e  in  payment 
almost  inarcesible  to  its  debtor — reducing  at  the 
same  time  the  rates  of  exchange,  and  the  prices  of 
every  thing.  This  rigor  instantly  recoils  on  the 
creditor.  If  payment  is  made  in  the  southern  3iid 
western  states,  the  Atlantic  merchant  loses  the 
whole  depreciation  in  the  exchange.  If  payment  is 
to  fa."  made  in  the  Atlsntic  cities,  ami  the  debtor 
sends  produce  to  pay  his  debt,  the  scarcity  of  mo- 


ney obliges  him  to  sacrifice  it — if  he  sends  the  bank 
notes  of  his  country  they  sink  to  seventy-five  per 
cent,  in  value — and  he  lo,se3  the  diifereiice.  If  he 
brings  the  slocks  of  his  state,  the  scarcity  of  money 
renders  their  Ui-goliation  impos-iible.  Once  dis- 
appointed ill  this  way,  he  sends  no  more  produce — 
no  more  bank  notes— and  the  creditors  in  turn  suf- 
fer more  than  thedillerence  by  the  delay. 

So  in  respect  to  loreifrners.  We  oh  e  a  large  debt 
to  Fiance  ami  England.  Why  should  we  destroy 
th*  value  of  our  only  means  of  paying  it  ?  We  can 
pay  it  only  in  cash,  or  produce,  or  slockx.  As  to 
cash — this  debt  was  contracted  in  an  abundant  cur- 
rency. By  this  artificial  scarcity  of  money  we  are  ] 
obliged  to  pay  it  in  a  currency  more  valuable  by 
one  half  or  o(ie  third.  Kven  at  that  rale  we  can 
neither  borrow  the  money  nor  raise  it  by  sales  ex- 
cept by  ruinous  sacrifice.  We  then  may  pay  it  in  i 
prmiuci  or  in  flocks,  but  the  same  scarcity  sinks  the  i 
value  of  both.  A  debt  contracted  when  cotton  was  • 
at  twenty  cents,  we  have  to  pay  when  cottwi  is  ton  I 
cents  a  poiunl.  If  we  propose  to  pay  in  stocks,! 
these  too  have  sunk  perhaps  twenty  five  per  cent.! 
on  their  price  last  year.  Our  resources  then  are 
diminished  in  value  while  onr  debt  is  increasing  by  ! 
interest.  The  consequence  is  the  foreign  debt  is  i 
postponed.  This  operates  injuriously  to  both  par-  i 
ties — to  the  domestic  debtor  by  reducing  his  means  j 
of  payment — to  the  foreign  creditor  by  Ihe  delay  | 
and  the  hazard  of  his  dibl.  It  is  true  if  he  could  | 
now  receive  his  money  lie  would  remit  it  home  at  a 
low  rate.  • 

But  then  the  same  scarcity  which  lowers  the  rate  I 
of  remittance,  prevents  his  receiving  any  thing  to' 
remit — and  so  far  from  being  interested  in  Ihe  early  \ 
resumption,  it  injures  him  essentially,  because  the  | 
forced  preparation  lor  it  by  crushing  the  resources] 
of  his  debtors  renders  thein  alike  unable  and  un- 
willing to  pay.  What  the  foreign  creditor  w  ants  is 
payment — payment  of  the  debt,  not  in  a  belter  cur- 
reiicy,  but  in  an  equal  currency,  or  if  necessary,  in  | 
an  inlerioi  currency,  because  he  can  better  support  j 
a  high  rate  ol  remittance  than  a  reduced  or  post- j 
poncd  payment.  j 

There  prevails  a  notion  that  the  credit  of  Ihe 
country  abroad  will  be  injured  by  not  resuming. , 
Not  in  the  least.  Every  body  connected  with 
.\inerica  knew  the  reasons  of  suspending,  and  en- 
tirely approved  of  it  as  the  only  measure  that  could  | 
have  saved  the  country.  What  Europeans  want 
now  is  that  we  should  pay  our  debt.  That  is  our 
first  duly,  and  if  they  see,  as  they  cannot  tail  to  see,  i 
that  these  premature  ellorts  to  resume  specie  pay-  j 
m  nts  prevent  the  collection  of  what  is  due  to  them, 
they  will  ))erceive,  that  iu  endeavoring  to  secure  an 
object  wholly  domestic,  they  have  been  sacrificed. 

In  respect  to  the  dividends  and  the  stock,  paya- 
ble abro,id,  many  of  them  are  payable  in  pounrls 
sterling,  or  guilders,  or  francs,  so  that  we  place  the 
money  there  at  our  own  cost — and  as  to  dividends 
payable  her€,.they  have  almost  universally  been  re- 
miited  inthe  equivalents  to  specie.  What  the  gen- 
eral merchants  of  France  or  Eni;lanH  desire,  is  that 
we  should  take  their  merchandize — that  we  should 
trade  with  thein.  The  slate  of  our  currency  is  a 
very  subordinate  concern.  You  deal  with  them 
and  pay  them  in  their  own  currency.  They  know 
little  and  care  less  about  the  sort  of  currency  in 
which  you  deal  with  the  south  and  west.  Be«ides, 
who  are  to  reproach  us  with  the  depreciation  ol  onr 
notes.  The  English?  But  the  Bank  of  Kngland 
suspended  specie  payments  for  twenty-five  years— 
nearly  all  which  lime  every  American  bank  paid 
specie — and  men  in  England  were  forced  by  law  to 
take  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  when  they 
were  at  tlii-rty  per  cent,  discount — whereas  no  man 
is  obliged  here  to-take  any  note  of  any  bank — and  at 
this  moment  a  paper  dollar  in  Pliiladelphia  or  New- 
York,  will  buy  a  silver  dollar  delivered  in  London. 
The  question  'then  of  the  resumption  is  one  exclu- 
sively domestic — one  which,  however  iniportant  at 
home,  does  not  etlect  the  credit  of  the  country 
abroad. 

VI.  We  come  now  to  the  question  whether  if  an 
early  resumption  be  practicable,  the  mouth  of  May 
is  a 'fit  time.  My  impression  is  that  the  month  of 
May  is  a  very  uiifit  time.  The  resumption,  to  be 
useful,  mnst  be  general,  and  no  arrangement  can  be 
satisfactory  which  does  not  include  the  southern 
and  southwestern  states.  These  I  do  not  think  are 
yet  ready  to  resume.  They  are  straining  every 
nerve  to'pay  their  debts.  Their  crops  are  going 
forward  to  provide  funds  in  Europe  and  at  Ihe  north 
—the  banks  are  laboring  to  meet  iheir  notes  at  the 
north — the  legislatures  are  pledging  their  credit  In 
raise  funds  in  order  that  their  people  may  pay  their 
debts.  Why  should  we  repulse  them?  All  they 
want  is  time.  They  have  not  yet  had  the  benefit  ol 
a  single  crop,  and  they  may  require  another;  and 
instead  of  discrediting  them,  or  diminishing  the  va- 
'lue  of  their  produce,  or  curtailing  Ihvir  lacilities  in 


sending  their  cropa  to  market,  it  is  better  to  help 
them  and  wait  till  they  are  more  advanced  in  their 
(ireparalions.  The  eiO|doy  nent  ol  credit,  either  of 
banlisor  of  individuals,  most  useful  to  the  country 
at  this  moment,  is  lo  forward  its  produce  to  Europe. 
Instead  of  this  the  banks  are  reducing  these  lacili- 
Ues  and  calling  upon  their  debtors  for  payment. 
This  seems  Very  unseasonable.  It  is  stopping  the 
locomotives  as  they  are  carrying  the  crop  lo  mar- 
ket. 

The  month  of  May  too  is  not  the  right  time  of  th« 
year.  For  example,  it  requires  on  an  average  about 
filty  days  lo  lake  cotton  Iroui  New  Orleans  to  Liv- 
erpool.  Siiiipobing  ii  immediately  sold,  the  usage 
IS  at  the  end  of  ten  days  lo  i;ive  a  banker's  accept- 
ance, payable  in  two  months,  so  that  by  the  month 
of  May  there  would  not  be  actually  realised  uiore 
than  the  cotton  which  left  New  Oileans  before  Jan- 
uary; when  not  more  than  one  fourth  or  one  filth  of 
the  whole  crop  had  been  shipped.  Much,  ol  course, 
is  drawn  for  when  shipped,  but  I  speak  now  ol  the 
actual  obtaining  posiession  of  the  proceeds  ol  the 
crop  ;  and  at  all  events  not  one  half  of  the  crop  »ill 
have  reached  Europe  by  the  month  of  May.  The 
spring  is,  moreover,  the  season  when  Ihe  credits 
given  for  the  shipments  of  southern  and  western 
produce,  are  maturing  at  the  north;  and  the  crop 
iroin  which  reimbursements  are  to  come,  remains 
unsold  in  Europe.  The  spring  too,  is  the  lime  when 
Ihe  western  business  has  brought  Iroin  the  interior 
the  notes  of  the  Atlantic  banks,  when  the  circula- 
tion presses  more  upon  them  than  at  any  other  pe- 
riod, and  when  specie  is  wanted  for  the  trade  to 
China  and  India,  making  that  time  particularly  un- 
propilions  lor  the  resumption. 

Vll.  It  remains  now  lo  inquire  how  far  these 
general  views  of  the  expediency  of  a  resumption  in 
May  should  be  changed  by  the  determination  ol  the 
banks  of  the  city  ol  New  Yoik  to  resume  at  that 
period. 

For  the  gentlemen  of  New  York  who  announced 
that  decision,  I  have  great  personal  respect,  and  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances  would  willingly  yield 
my  own  convictions  lo  their  better  opportunities 
and  understanding.  But  the  natural  influence  of 
their  judgment  is  weakened  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  that  the  banks  of  New  York  woiilo  not 
have  had  the  least  idea  of  a  resumption  in  May — 
but  becaii:,e  Ihe  immunity  allowed  by  the  legisla- 
ture will  then  expire  and  they  lear  that  it  will  not 
be  renewed. 

This  was  distinctly  avowed  at  the  bank  conven- 
tion, and  the  deputation  who  visited  Philadelphia 
repeated  it  again  and  again.  Now  this  may  be  a 
very  nood  reason  for  Ihe  banks  of  New  York  to  re- 
sume— but  certainly  no  reason  whatever  for  the 
banks  of  Pennsylvania  lo  do  the  sauie.  The  states 
ol  Pennsylvania,  ol  Virginia,  ol  Kentucky,  have  le- 
gislatures as  well  an  New  York  has,  and  Ihey  have 
refused  to  direct  their  banks  to  resume  in  May  next. 
Why  should  they  obey  the  legislature  ol  New  York 
and  not  their  own  legislatures?  The  position  of 
New  York  is  on  all  hands  regretted.  But  how  is  it 
to  b?  remedied?  A  single  legislature  out  of  twenly- 
six  legislaUues  had  passed  a  law  forfeiting  the  char- 
ters of  banks,  if  they  were  unable  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie. 

A  public  calamity  overtakes  the  country  and  Ihe 
declining  lo  pay  specie,  so  lar  from  being  criminal, 
became  an  act  of  public  salety — so  adopted  by  all 
the  bank*,  and  soconfirmed  by  this  very  legislat'ure. 
The  piovision  originally  designed  lo  guard  against 
fraud,  may  thus  become  the  punishment  of  honesty 
and  ability.  The  legislative  body  which  protected 
banks  lor  years  is  now  in  session,  and  in  twenty- 
four  hours  can  extend  the  indemnity  till  a  more  ap- 
propriate season  for  resuming.  I  presume  no  difli- 
cnily  will  occur  in  this.  Why  should  there  bi?  Is 
it  possible  that  such  a  body  can  see  Hilli  indiller- 
ence  the  distress  «liich  a  perseverance  in  this 
course  must  inevitably  create,  or  permit  the  pride 
of  opinion  or  any  mere  political  or  parly  considera- 
tion to  prevent  them  interposing  to  protect  their  no- 
ble but  Eullerinir  city?  II  Ihey  decline  how  can  we 
of  Pennsylvania  interfere? 

Why  should  we  voluntarily  place  ourselves  in  the 
same  situation  into  which  New  York  has  been 
forced?  By  doine  so  we  share  only  a  common  dis- 
aster—instead of  husbanding  our  resources  against 
the  period  when  our  inteiposition  may  be  really 
useful.  In  the  mean  while,  the  most  elieclual  ser- 
vice which  we  can  reniler  is  to  speak  in  a  lone  of 
i  Irank  sincerity.  She  may  perhaps  bear  it  from  one 
,  than  whom  she  has  never  had  a  more  true  and  con- 
1  slant  friend — who,  although  an  entire  stranger,  has 
'  for  a  long  series  of  years,  done  every  thiiis;  in  his 
I  power  to  advance  her  prosperity,  and  never  saw  her 
in  any  misfortune  which  he  did  not  anxinu.sly  strive 
I  lo  mi'tieate.  But  I  wish  to  serve  her,  not  to  flatter 
I  her.  I  believe  then  that  at  this  moment  New  York 
1  is  in  an  entirely  false  position.     She  is  obUged  by 
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Now.astoits  practical  operation  :    By  its  P™v.-  Thesame  remark  is  alsoappl.cabletoMr.Ca^^^^^^^^ 

sions  the  eoverni  .ent  is  thrown  back  upon  the  joint  proposition,  (whilst  bank  notes  are  received,)   by 

reso  utionll  1816,  under  which  the  exec'ntive  claims  which  one-sixth  was  to  be  received  in  specie  the 

he    ,7t  to  presci'ibe  the  kind  of  fnnds  to  be  receiv-  first  year,  two-six.hs  the  second  y-^  -d  -  on  till 

ed    wMielher  specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying  the  whole  receipts  of    he  public  revenue  should  be 

banks      Under^isconst.iictionofthisVintresolu-  -  goM  and  sUver      W   o  can  lai,   o  see    hat  r 


Her  natura!  course  is  to  appeal  to  her  representa-    bill  passed  the  senate 
lives  to  rectify  their  mistake,  and  not  to  thrust  out 
their  own  state  banks  to  be  crushed  by  the  execu- 
tive. ^ 

Instead  of  doing  this,  she  perseveres  from  a  mis- 
taken, though  honorable  pride,  in  not  asking  relief 
wh^re  relief  is  attainable,  but  is  preparing  lor  the 
event  by  saciificin,'  her  own  interests  and  iiifli?ting 
distress  on  the  community.  The  apparent  superi- 
ority in  the  exchanges  which  this  produces,  is 
wholly  fallacious  as  well  as  injurious.  The  state 
ol  the  exchanges  in  New  York  proves  notr.ing  wha  - 
ever,  except  the  scarcity  of  money  in  New  Yoik. 
Ths  exchanges  are  even  less  depreciated  than  ma- 
ny other  things.  The  bank  notes  of  the  southern 
state.i  are  at  a  great  depreciation.  But  store  rent 
and  real  estate  i'n  the  very  spot  where  these  notes 
are  saciificed,  are  much  more  depreciated  than  the 

notes  themselves.     So  loo  in  New  York,  the  notes 

of  Philadelphia  are  at  a  discount,  yet  at  this  moment 

New  York    has  to  pay  to   Philadelphia,  little  less 

than  ten  millions  ofdollars,  for  actual  debts  to  Phil- 

alelphia  and  to  foreigners  represented    by  Philadel- 
phia. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  the  abundance,  but  the  want 

of  means— it  is  not  strength  but  weakness  which 

causes  this  dirfercnee.     By  the  same  process  bread 

and  meat  may  be  reduced  in  price  for  the  want  of 

purchasers.      You   make  an   ariiticial   scarcity   of 

money,  and  then  boast  how  much  the  little  that  re- 
mains will  buy — but  your  superiority  is  punished 

by  the  debtor,  who  does   not  settle  with  a  creditor 


lion,  the  late  pre>ident  issued  the  specie  circular,  by 
which    he    required    specie  in  the    payment  of  pub- 
lic lands,  whilst   the   notes  of  specie-paying   banks, 
ed  for  customs 


such  a  system,  every  bank  throughout  the  country 
may  be  destroyed,  and  all  those  evils,  which  have 
been  so  fully  depicted  during  the  discussion  ol  this 
question,  inflicted  on  the  comuiunily.     It  is  ■■■  '■"* 


scind  the  specie  circular  which  relates  to  the  public 
la;idi,  or  he  must  extend  it  to  the  customs. 

Which  will  he  do  ;  Some  Iwve  supposed  he  would 
authoiize  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks,  and  disburse  Ihem  in  the  public  service  ;  this, 
under  certain  reslrictions,  might  be  done,  and  might, 
perhaps,  be  made  to  operate  beneficially  upon  the 
diiferent  interests  10  be  alti'Cted  by  it.  Piobably  this 
was  the  expectation  of  some  of  Ihose  who  voted  to 
strike  out  Mr.  Calhoun's  specie  clause,  for  although 
Mr.  Tipton's  amendment  was  rejected,  still  it  was 
avowed  in  debate  that  it  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  it  implied  a  distrust  in  the  president  as  to  the 
proper  performance  ol  his  duty. 

The  ques  ion  then  recurs,  which  of  the  two  de- 
„,,  ,i.,ich  above  him.  And  what  is  the  benefit  of  iscripiions  of  funds  will  he  (drect  to  be  received  ?  I 
all  this!  The  other  states  are  not  obliged  to  sub-  should  think  he  would  hardly  direct  the  public  dues 
mit  to  this  local  legislation,  and  the  suffering  of  [  to  be  paid  in  specie,  alter  the  expression  ol  the  sen- 
New    York  is  not   certainly   fitted  to  make  them 


ciitive  clemency. 

The  great  evil  consists  in  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
treasury  system  in  any  Iprm.  That  done,  all  others 
must  lollow.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  objec- 
tions to  iis  adoplion  can  be  overcome.  It  is  not 
capable  of  beins  made  by  any  amendments  either 
useful  or  haruiless.  I  hope  the  country  will  not  be 
deceived  by  the  present  form  ol  the  bill.  It  was 
right  to  strike  out  the  specie  clause,  if  we  could,  be- 
cause that  was  giving  a  blow  which  destroyed  that 
little  congruity  it  had,  and  lelt  it  in  a  shape  in  w  hich 

t  was  hoped  none  would  seriously  think  ol   pass- 

ng  it. 

It  contains  powers  which  led  directly  to  an  un- 
mifiu-ated  desiiolism  of  opiidon.     You  have  not  lail- 


adopt  it  voluntarily.  It  is  better,  therefore,  for 
them  to  state  with  perfect  frankness  that  they  do 
not  mean  to  unite  w  ith  her  in  this  forced  resumption 
— to  say  this  decidedly  and  finally,  so  that  nhe  may 
apply  the  only  remedy — -an  extension  of  her  law. 
The  whole  subject  would  then  be  open  for  future 
adjustment  upon  principles  of  salety,  alike  to  the 
banks  and  to  the  community. 

On  tlie  whole,  the  course  which  in  my  judgment 
the  banks  ou^ht  to  pursue,  is  simply  this: 

The  banks  should  remain  exactly  as  they  are — 
prepared  to   resume,  but  not  yet  resuming. 

They  should  be^in,  as  the  Bank  of  England  did, 
under  similar  circumstances,  by  paying  the  small 
notes,  so  as  to  restore  coin  to  all  the  minor  chan- 
nels of  circulation — but  not  make  any  general  re- 
sumption until  they  ascertain  what  course  the  gov- 
ernment wid  pursue,  employi,-.g,  in  the  meantime, 
their  whole  power  to  forward  the  crops  to  market. 
The  American  banks  should  do  in  short  what  the 
American  army  did  at  New  Orleans,  stand  fast  be- 
hind their  cotton  bales  until  the  enemy  has  lelt  the 
country. 

These  are  my  opinions  very  deliberately  formed, 
and  very  frankly  expressed.  They  are  thus  set 
forth,  not  to  influence  the  course  of  others,  but  to 
explain  my  own. 

With  great  respectand  esteem,  vour^:, 

'  N.  BIDDLE. 
Philadelphia,  April  5,  18.38. 


From  the  New  York  Times. 
MR.  TALLMADGE'S  LETTER. 
We  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  before  our  read- 
ers, Ml  a  conspicuous  manner,  the  verv  interesting 
and  able  letter  from  the  hon.  iV.  P.  Talimadge  to  re- 
corifer  Riker.  Mr.  Riker  applied  to  Mr.  Talimadge, 
when  the  bearing  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  as  passed 
by  the  senate,  was  a  mailer  of  conjecture  in  this 
community,  for  information  on  tins  subject,  so  preg- 
nant with  momentous  consequences  to  this  commer- 
cial city.  The  letter  has  been  hastily  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Talimadge  in  reply  ;  and  the  s  :bject  to  which  it 
relate*  being  one  of  immense  public  interest,  and  up- 
on which  the  views  of  every  patriotic  citizen  and 
faillifil  republican  ought  to  be  freely  expressed,  Mr. 
Riker  has  consented  to  its  publication. 

W.\3HINGT0M,  March  28,  1833. 

Hon.  Richard  Hiker— >Dear  Sir.  You  ask  my 
opinion  of  the  sub-treasury  bill  as  it  passed  the  sen- 
ate.    I  will  give  it  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Before  the  bill  was  engrossed,  the  23d  section, 
originally  introduced  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  common- 
ly called  the  specie  dame,  was  stricken  out.  Mr. 
Tipton  then  moved  to  insert  a  section  in  its  place, 
requiring  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  revenues,  under 
such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  congress  shoulil 
provide,  which  was  r<q'  'Cled.  A  secliou  wn<  then 
adopted,  on  motion  o''  Mr.  Web-it 


j'by  striking  out  the  specie  clause;  he 
inust,"tlien,  direct  the  receipt  of  notes  ol  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as 
may  be  prescribed.  As  to  what  those  will  bt,  we 
are  left  to  infer  from  the  facts  belore  us.  The  pre- 
sident, in  his  message  at  the  extra  session  said  :  "  If 
at  short  and  fixed  periods,  they  (bank  notes)  w-eve 
converted  into  specie,  to  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the 
treasury,  some  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  their 
reception  would,  perhaps,  be  removed.  To  retain 
the  notes  in  the  treasury  would  be  to  renew,  under 
another  form,  the  loans  of  public  money  to  the  banks, 
and  the  evils  consequent  thereon." 

I  took  the  ground,  at  the  extra  ses.-ion,  that  if  the 
bank  notes  were  to  be  converted  into  specie,  as 
above  suggested  by  the  president,  it  was  immaterial 
to  me  whether  specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
biuiks  were  to  be  received  :  the  practical  elfecl 
would  be  the  sauie  in  both  cases. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  fiis  speech  at  the  extra  session, 
said:  "For  himself,  he  agreed  with  the  view  of  this 
matter  which  he  understood  his  honorable  colleague 
to  take,  that  in  case  tl  e  deposites  were  confined  to 
the  safe  keeping  of  tlio  oHicers  of  the  government, 
it  was  a  question  of  much  less  interest  to  the  banks 
than  seemed  to  be  generally  supposed.  If  the  banks 
were  not  made  the  depositories,  it  could  not  be 
supposed  their  notes,  if  made  receivable,  would  be 
retained  for  any  lengtli  of  time  in  safe-keeping.  It 
would  be  a  necessary  result  of  this  mode  of  keep- 
ing the  public  funds,  that  all  bank  notes  received 
must  be  presented  at  short  intervals  for  payment ;  and 
he  could  not  see  that  it  would  be  any  very  valuable 
favor  to  the  banks,  as  a  permanent  system,  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  merely  for  the  purpose  oi  immedi- 
ate presentment  and  pai/ment."  At  the  present  session, 
Mr.  Wright  said  .•  "if  the  notes  of  the  banks  con- 
tinue to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
and  the  depositaries  are  directed,  as  in  that  case 
they  unquestionably  wouhl  be,  to  call  frequently 
and  at  short  intervals  lor  the  balances  against  the 
banks,  and  to  demand  specie  for  those  balances,  this 
must  operate  as  a  powerlul  check  upon  all  the  banks 
in  the  vicinity  of  those  depositaries  where  the  col- 
lections are  large." 

From  the  above  quotations,  and  from  the  sources 
from  which  they  come,  I  trust  there  can  no  longer 
be  anv  doubt  on  the  public  mind  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  sub-treasury  bill,  if  it  shall  become  a 
law  in  its  present  shape,  will  be  carried  into  effect; 
and  I  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  every  rational  man  to 
say  whether  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  under  sucii  regulations,  and  under  the 
discretionary  power  claimed  by  the  executive,  is 
not  far  worse  than  the  positive  and  absolute  receipt 
of  gold  and  silver  only  ?  In  the  latter  case,  the  banks 
would  only  suiter  in  consequence  of  their  specie 
being  drawn  from  them,  and  deposited  in  these  sub- 
treasury  vaults,  by  which  they  would  be  disabled 
to  extend  those  accommodations  to  which  the  mer- 
cantile communitv  is  entitled.  In  the  former,  it 
would  subject  them  to  the  same  inconvenience  by 
the  presentment  of  their  notes  for  specie,  and  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  executive  to  pull  down  or  build 


ed  to  see,  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  this  mea- 
sure, the  dangerous  extent  of  executive  influence. 
You  can  scarcely  imagine  the  evils  which  may  lol- 
low the  txeicise  of  the  additional  powers  proposed 
to  be  conlerred  by  this  bill  on  that  department  of 
the  government.  Away,lhen,  with  the  whole  sys- 
tem— away  with  these  vaults  and  sales,  these  bars 
and  bolts.'  Let  the  government  deposite  its  funds 
in  sound  institutions,  and  let  tliere  be  received  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  the  deposite  banks  will  agree 
to  credit  to  the  government  as  cash.  Let  the  gov- 
ernment then  make  its  drafts  on  those  depositories, 
and  let  the  holders  draw  such  currency  as  they  de- 


I  am  utterly  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  measure  is  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  con- 
gress and  the  people.  II  the  collection  ol  the  reve- 
nue in  gold  and  silver  be  so  isseiitial  lor  the  gene- 
ral government,  why  is  it  not  equally  so  for  every 
state  government?  The  same  argument  would  a|i- 
ply  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  What  would  be 
said  to  such  a  proposition  in  the  stated  New  Yoik  ? 
1  believe  it  was  entertained  at  Tanmiany  Hall. 
But  what  would  the  people  ol  the  stale  siiy  ?  Wfiat 
would  the  legislature  say  '.  II  could  scarcely  com- 
mand a  voice  or  a  vote  WNth  the  one  or  the  other. 
Who  is  there  that  would  require  our  canal  tolls,  our 
auction  and  salt  duties,  and  our  taxes,  to  be  collect- 
ed in  specie?  Such  a  law,  11  it  were  passed,  could 
not  be  enlorced.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
every  state  in  the  union.  And,  I  say,  what  is  good 
enough  lor  the  states,  and  the  people  of  the  slates, 
is  good  enough  for  the  general  government.  I  hope, 
then,  the  coinmiinily  will  not  be  deceived  as  to  the 
character  of  this  bil'l.     It  does  not  contain  a  single 

itigating  leature.  I  trust  it  will  be  resisted,  or 
any  Uiiiig  like  it.  in  all  the  stages  of  its  progress, 
until  the  executive  be  compelled  to  abandon  his 
scheming,  and  return  to  a  system  based  on  sound 
principles  and  sanclioned  by  experience. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  despond.  The  spirit  here 
is  good.  We  are  in  earnest,  and  our  resolution  is 
fixed  and  firm.  Let  but  the  people  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  this  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  an 
end  will  be  put,  ere  long,  to  these  pernicious  and 
dangerous  projects. 

Verv  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  P.  TALLMADGE. 


ing  Iro.n  tl 
■y  of  the  treasury  till' poiv 
OS  to  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in  the  diii'erent  1  up  any  bank  he  pleased,  from  the  manner  in  which 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREA- 
SURY, 

Transmitting  the  information  required  by  a  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  24/A  instant, 
in  rclulion  to  tlie  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued;  ^ 
the  amount  of  the  same  which  has  been  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues  up  to  this  time;  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  cus- 
toms. 4'c. 

Treasury  Department,  March  28,  1838. 
Sir;  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with, 
the  loll<u\iiig  resolution,   pass,  d  by  the  house  of 
reprcseiiLilives  on  the  24th  instant; 

•'RcsiJird.  Thai  the  sccreiarv  "f  the  Ireasury  report 
to  tins  hou-e,  at  as  e.iily  a  davas  iiiav  he  lound  praet;- 
cable,  the  amount  of  tieasnrv  notes  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  an* 
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the  aiiijuii;  of  the  same  which  has  been  received  in 
payjMcul  of  tile  pubhc  dues  up  to  this  ihnv;  iil^o  ilic 
ainouiu  ot  moneys  received  on  accoum  .if  il,.  .  ii.:..ui,^, 
and  the  pubhc  lauds,  duringllie  lasi  i|u. II  [  :  i  ii:(  nar 
1837,  and  during  the  tii-sE*iuartcr  of  (tu  ['x  <  >'  \  .ir.su 
far  as  the  tjuarterly  returns,  or  other  laloiau.ii,;!  m  jios- 
session  of   the  department,   may  show;   also,    what 


For  particulars,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  do- 1  of  what  he  said  on  that  occasion  does  not  appear 
cument.  j  in   the  printed  speech;   but,  whatever    may  have 

tmirlltbj.  Another  partis  the  money  placed  in  been  left  out  by  acci. lent,  that  which  is  \u  ilie 
the  mint  and  its  branches,  under  provisions  in  two  I  speech  could  not  have  not  in  by  accident.  Such 
acts     of     congress— one     to    procure     metal    for   accidents  do  not  happen.     A  close,  wellcondnct- 


coininij,  and  one  to  make  speedy  payment  to  de- 


U  of  moneys  ol  every  description,  available  for  P"^''*"^* 
the  public  service,  is  now  in  the  treasury,  or  in  ihe  01  the  aggregate  coin  in  the  mint,  being  $908, - 
hands  of  receivers,  liable  to  draft,  and  at  what  points  .  'S^'  "2,  it  i*  computed  tliat  llie  treasurer,  in  an  exi- 
depjsiicd."  1  gency  could  draw  out  for  the  public  service,  wilh- 

1.  In  reply  to  the   first  inquiry,  I  would  state;   out  preat   iuconvcniehce   or  delay,  about   SoUS,- 
that  '-the  a.uonnt  of  treasury  notes  issued  under   781)  02. 

the  aut.iority  ol   Ihe  act  of  the  List  session  of  con-        Fi/lhl'j.  The  remaining  sums  amount  to  .■S670,- 
giess"  was,  on  the  21ili  instant,  #7,IlG,tJ38  75.         004  31,  and  are  those   which  have  never  been  de- 

2.  The  amount  of  tuesauie  which 'had  been  re-    posited  or  paid   into  thi-   treasury,  and  are  in  Ihe 

a     II  I,   t,.*'    tl... f  '   I...  .  .1..  „r    -.,11  ^  -* ^  ..   I     ..  .  -     ■ r,..  ,       1 


eat 


of  tlie  public  dues,  up  to"  that 
then  ascertained  by  actual  re 


ith 


ceivetl  in  payiii 
time,  was,  .-.o  far  a: 
turns,  -fS,  241,000. 

Uiidoiibli'dly  some  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  more  had  then  been  received  by  the 
collecting' oiliceis,  but  time  enough  had  not  elapsed 
for  the  returns  ol  them  to  reach  the  departinenl. 

3.  ill  answer  to  the  third  inquiry,  1  would  ob- 
serve, that  "the  amount  of  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count of  ihe  customs  and  the  public  lands  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1S37,"  was  $3,0 16,- 
816  77.  Of  this,  .$2,115,95:*  7o  was  from  customs, 
and  .'JJSOl,  S57  99  from  lands. 

But,  for  r.-asons  explained  in  the  last  report  on 
the  linances  Irom  this  department,  ami  in  a  siibse 
qiient  part  of  this  report,  the  amount  above  stated 
as  received  from  customs  is  the  aggregate,  without 
making  all  tlie  ujual  deductions  lor  debentures, 
bounlies  and  other  expenses,  which  it  is  customary 
to  pay  out  of  the  current  revenue  before  it  is  car- 
ried into  the  treasury. 

4.  Tne  fourth  inquiry  relates  to  the  amount  ol 
money  received  froji  customs  and  lands  "during 
the  tirst  quarter  of  the  present  year,  so  far  as  tiie 
quarterly  returns,  or  other  inl'nr. nation  in  posses- 
sion of  the  depart. iient,  may  shosv." 

Tiiat  quarter  not  being  co.npleted,  all  Ihe  returns 
for  it  have,  of  course,  nut  yet  been  received.  Bal 
tram  tne  monthly  returns,  which  had  been  received 
on  the  2od  instant,  the  receipts  by  the  collecting 
oliicers  since  the  lirst  of  January  had  been,  troui 
customs  and  lands,  about  ^■2,945,260;  ol  this,  about 
$2,5(j,i,(ju0  was  from  cu.sloms,  and  §3^4,860  from 
lands. 

It  is  computed  that,  when  all  the  returns  for  the 
qurrter  are  madi,  the  custo.ns  will  appear  to  be 
abjut  .$3,000,()U'),  and  the  lands  about  s^'->00,000. 

It  should  be  noticed,  in  relation  to  these  receipts, 
as  well  as  those  in  the  last  quirter  of  1S37,  that 
most  of  them  from  customs  have  been  in  the  trea- 
sury notes  and  dralls  on  banks  returned  through  the 
cusloin-houses.  As  none  of  these  can,  by  the 
existing  laws,  be  re-issued  todefray  even  the  cost  of 
eolleclion,  and  as  very  little  money  has  been  paid 
for  customs  during  that  period,  it  has  followed  that 
a  considerable  part  of  the  custom-house  expenses 
in  the  United  States,  since  last  October,  including 
debentures,  tishiiig  bounties,  and  current  charges, 
has,  by  an  act  of  congress  then  passed,  been  oblig- 
ed to  be  advanced  Irom  the  treasury.  These  ad- 
vances have  amounted  in  all  to  ;s;6U6,663;  conse- 
quently, th;  receipts  from  customs,  during  th-it  pe- 
riod, appear  so  much  larger  than  they  otherwise 
would,  it  being  customary  to  deduct  the  payments 
for  those  objects  from  the  current  receipts  before 
they  are  carried  into  the  treasury. 

5.  Tne  list  inquiry  is,  "what  amount  of  moneys, 
of  every  descriplion,  available  for  the  public  ser- 
vice," IS  "now  in  the  treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of 
receivers,  liable  to  draft,  and  at  what  points  depo- 
sited." 

In  reply  to  this,  1  would  observe,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  money  so  available  is,  nominallv, 
$2,299,544  03.  But,  deducting  $592,212  of  ft, 
which  belongs  to  certain  trust  funds,  and  ,'3;4i)0,000 
of  what  is  deposited  in  the  mint,  (which,  as  ex- 
plained in  tlie  last  ann.ial  report,  cannot,  without  |3ary 
great  public  inconvenience,  be  withdrawn,)  and 
the  balance,  available  and  applicable  togeneral  pur- 
poses, is  only  §1,307,332  03. 

These  "moneys  of  every  description,"  consisted, 

Firsllij,  of  the  sums  liable  to  draft  in  the  present 
deposite  banks,  being  .9126,693  70. 

The  amounts  in  each,  and  "the  points"  where 
the  money  in  them  is  "deposited,"  will  appear  in 
the  schedule  annexed. 

Secondlij.  Another  portion  of  them  is  money  in 
such  of  the  former  deposite  banks,  on  general  de- 
posite, as  it  is  expected  will  be  paid  satisfactorily 
when  drawn  for,  in  a  gradual  manner,  amounting 
to  .8516,697  17. 

For  details  as  to  each,  with  the  "points  where 
deposited,"  see  the  tabular  statement. 

T'lirilij.  .Vnother  portion  is  money  insTT-cial  de- 
posite by  the  treasurer  in  certai.i  banks,  amounting 
to  $104,134  89. 


hands  of  collectors  snd  receivers'.     But,  deiluctiii 
what  belongs  to  the  Chickas.iws  at  Pontotoc,  they 
are  public  money,  liable  to  be  drawn  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, equalling  $-643,188  25. 

A  schedule,  giving  the  amount  and  situation  of 
each,  is  annexed. 

Respectfnilv. 
-    -•       LEVI   WOODBURY, 

Sccrel<ir:j  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Jami:s  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  lioune  of  representative!!. 


MR.  WEBSTEll'S  SECt).VD  SPEECH 

on  the  SUB-TitKASURV    BILL. 

Delioered  m  l/te  Senate  nf  the  United  Stales,  March 
12, "1838. 
C  Concluded.) 
The  constitution  coolers  on  us,  sir,  the  exclusive 
power  ot  coinage.     This  must  have    been  done  foi 
the  purpose   of  enabling  congress   to  establish  one 
uniform  basis  for  the  whole  money  system.     Con- 
gress, therelore,   and    congress   alone,   has  power 
over  the  foundation,  Ihe  ground-work,  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  it  wool  I  be  sirauge  and  anomalous,  hav- 
ing this,  ii  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  striiiture, 
the  edifice,  to  be   raised  on   this  fuundalion!     Con- 
vertible paper  was  already  in  circulation  when   the 
constitution  was  Irained,  and  must  have   been  ex- 
pected to  continue  and  increase.     But  Ihe  circula 
tion  of  paper  tends  to  displace  coin;  it  may  banish 
it  altogether:  at  this  very   moment  it  has   banished 
it.     If,  therefore,  the  power  over  the  coin  does  nol 
enable  congress  to  protect  the  coin,  and  to  restrain 
any  thing   which  would   sui>ersede  it,  and  abolish 
Us  use,  the   whole   power    becomes    nugatory,     ll 
others  may  drive  out  the   coin,  and  fill  the  co'unlry 
per  which  does  nol  represent  coin,  of  whal 
that  exclusive    power  over 
ii   is  given   to  congress  by 


ed,  and  conclusive  constitutional  arKiiment.  is  not 
Ihe  result  of  an  accident  or  of  chance;  and  his  ar- 
gument on  that  occasion,  as  it  seems  to  me,  was 
lierlectly  conclusive.  He  lonnds  the  right  of  regu- 
lating the  paper  currenty  directly  on  the  coin- 
age  power.  "The  only  object,"'  he  say.^  •the 
Irauiers  of  the  conslilution  could  have  jn  view,  in 
jjiving  to  congress  the  power  to  coin  mmiey,  reiru 
late  *''"   •■■'■-  -    ••■         ■         


use,  I  beg  to  kno 
coins  and  coinage 
the  constitution.' 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  admit  that  it  is  tin- 
tendency  of  pap'-r  circulation  to  expel  the  coin;  bill 
then  Ihcy  say,  that,  for  that  ve  y  reason,  they  will 
withdraw-  from  all  connexion  wilh  the  general  cur- 
rency, and  limit  thems-jlves  to  the  single  and  nar- 
row object  of  protecting  the  coin,  and  providini; 
for  payments  to  government.  This  seems  to  ine 
to  be  a  very  strange  way  of  reasoning,  and  a  very 
strange  course  of  political  conduct.  The  coinage- 
power  was  given  to  be  used  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country,  and  not  merely  to  furnish  a  medinin 
for  the  collection  of  revenue.  The  object  was  to 
secure,  for  the  general  use  of  the  people,  a  sound 
anil  safe  circulating  medium.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  this  intent.  If  any  evil  arises,  threaten- 
ing to  destroy  or  endanger  this  meilium  or  this 
currency,  our  duly  is  to  meet  it,  not  to  retreat  from 
it;  to  remedy  it,  not  to  let  it  alone;  we  are  to  con- 
trol and  correct  the  mischief,  not  lo  stibuiit  to  it. 
Wherever  paper  is  to  circulate,  a.s  subsidiary  to 
coin,  or  as  performing,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
the  function  of  coin,  its  reijulalion  naturally  be- 
longs to  the  hands  which  hohi  tlie  power  over  the 
coinage.  This  is  an  admitted  maxim  by  all  writers; 
it  has  been  admitted  an  I  acted  upon,  on  all  neces- 
,  by  our  own  government,  throuii^h- 
oiit  its  whole  history.  Why  will  we  now  think 
ourselves  wiser  than  all  who  have   gone  before  us? 

This  conviction  of  what    was   the  duty  of  gov- 
ernment led  to  the  establishment  of  the  bank  in  the 
administration  of  General  Washington.     Mr.  .Madi- 
son, again,  acted  upon  the  same  conviction  in  1816. 
On  former 


the  value  thereol.  ami  of  foreign  coin,  must 
have  been  to  give  a  steadiness  and  fixed  value  to 
Ihe  currency  of  the  United  Slates."  The  slate  of 
things,  he  insisted,  existing  at  the  lime  ol  the 
adoption  of  the  cimstitulion,  allbrded  an  argument 
in  support  of  the  conslruclion.  There  then  exist- 
ed, he  said,  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  which 
could  only  be  regulated  and  made  nnilorin  by  giv- 
ing  a  pouer,  lor  that  purpose  to  tha  genei'argo- 
verninent. 

lie  proceeded  to  say  that,  by  a  sort  of  under- 
current, the  power  of  cori)rress  to  regulate  the  mo- 
ney of  the  connlry  had  caved  in,  and  upon  ils  ruin 
had  sprung  up  those  institutions  which  now  exer- 
cised the  right  of  making  money  for  and  in  the 
United  Stales.  "For  gold  and  silver  (he  insisted) 
are  not  the  only  money;  but  whatever  is  the  ine- 
diuui  of  purchase  and  sale;  in  which  bank  paper 
alone  was  now  einployerl,  and  hail  theiefore,  be- 
come the  money  ot  the  country."  ■•The  rii;ht  of 
uiaking  money,"  he  added  -an  attribute  of  sover- 
eign power,  a  sacred  and  important  right,  was  exer- 
cised by  two  hundred  and  sixty  hanks,  scattered 
over  every  part  of  Ihe  United  Stales." 

Certainly,  sir,  nolhinsr  can  be  clearer  than  this 
language;  and,  acting  vigorously  upon  princi- 
ples thus  plainly  laiii  down,  he'  conducted  the 
bank  bill,  llirounh  Ihe  house  of  representatives. 
On  thai  occasion,  he  was  Ihe  champion  of  the 
power  of  congress  over  Ihe  currency,  and  others 
Wire  willing  to  follow  his  lead. 

But  the  bank  bill  was  not  all.  The  honorable 
gentleman  went  much  farther.  The  bank,  it  was 
hoped  and  expected,  would  furnish  a  good  pa|.er 
currency  to  the  extent  of  its  own  issues;  but  there 
"as  a  vast  quantity  of  bad  paper  in  circulation, 
and  it  was  possible  "that  the  mere  influence  of  the 
bank,  and  the  refusal  to  receive  this  bad  money  at 
Ihe  treasury,  might  not,  both,  be  able  lo  banish  it 
entirely  from  the  country.  The  honorable  member 
meant  to  make  clean  work.  He  meant  that  iieither 
government  nor  people  should  sulfer  Ihe  evils  of 
irredeemable  paper.  Therefore,  he  brought  in 
another  bill,  entilhd  "A  bill  for  the  more  eliecliial 
collection  of  the  public  revenue."  By  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  he  pioposed  to  lav  a  direct  stamp 
lax  on  the  bills  ol  stale  banks;  and  all  notes  of  non- 
specie  paying  banks  were,  by  this  stamp,  to  be 
branded  with  the  tollowing  word?,  in  distinct  and 
legible  characters,  at  length — "  kot  .\  specie 
.VOTE."  Feu-  the  lax  laid  on  such  notes,  there  was 
to  bi-  no  composition,  no  commutalion;  but  it  was 
to  be  specifically  collected,  on  every  single  hill 
issued,  until  those  who  issued  such'  bills  should 
announce  to  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury,  and 
[irove  to  his  satisfaction,  that,  after  a  day  named  in 
the  bill,  all  their  notes  would  be  paid  in  specie  on 
demand. 

And  now,  how  is  it  possible,  sir,  fortlie  author  of 
such  a  measure  as  this,  to  stand  up  and  declare, 
that  the  power  of  congress  over  the  currency 
is  limited  to  the  mere  regulation  of  the  coin?  So 
much  lor  our  aulhoiity.as  it  has  heretofore  been 
admitted  and  acknowledged,  under  the  coinage 
power. 

Now,  sir,  is  the  other  source  of  power,  in  my 
opinion,  at  all  more  queslionable. 

Congress   has  the  supieme   reculation    of  com- 
This  i;ives  it,  necessarily,  a  superintcn- 
intercsts,  agencies,  and  instru- 


dence 


ments  of  commerce.  The  words  are  general,  and 
they  confer  the  whole  power.  When  the  end  is 
given,  all  the  usual  means  are  given.  Money  is 
the  chief  instrument  or  agent  of  commerce;  there 
can.  indeed,  be  no  commerce  without  it,  which  de- 
serves the  name.     Consress  must,  therefore,  regu- 


and  congress  entirely  agreed  with  hi  ^ 

occasions,  I  have   referred   the   senate,  more  than  i  late  it  as  it  regulates  other  indispensable  co 

once,  to  the  clear  and  emphatic  opinions  and  Ian- )  cial  interests.  If  no  means  were  to  he  used  to  this 
guage  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  messages  in  18I5and  1  end  but  such  as  are  particularly  enumerated,  the 
1S16,  and  they  ought  to  be  repeated,  again  and  I  whole  authority  would  be  nugatory,  because  no 
again,  and  pressed  upon  the  public  attention.  I  means  are  particularly  enumerated.     Who  regulate 

And  now  let  me  say.  sir,  thai  no  man  in  our  his- 1  ships;  their  tonnage;  "their  measurement;  the  ship, 
tory  has  carried  the  doctrine  farther,  defended  it  j  ping  articles;  the  medicine  chest;  and  various  other 
with  more  ability,  or  acted  upon  it  with  more  deci-  things  belongim:  to  them;  and  for  all  this  we  have 
sion  and  etfect,  than  the  honorable  member  from  no  authority  but  the  general  power  to  regulate 
South  Carolina.  His  speech  upon  the  bank  bill,  commerce;  none  of  lln-se,  or  olher  mean?  or  modes 
on  Ihe  26th  of  February,  1816,  is  strong,  lull,  and  ,  of  regulation  are  particularly  and  expressly  pointed 
conclusive.    He  has  heretofore  said  that  some  part  <  out. 
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with  death    any  master  of  a  vessel,  or  others,  who 
shall  commit  a  Iraud  on  the  parlies  to  this  contract 


syllak.    ,   _.      . 

now,  or  at  ihe  September  session.     "In  the  advarice- 
ment  of  society,"  said  the  judge,  "labor,  transportation, 


by  castini;  away  a  vessel.     For  all  this  we  have  no  i  jmeiligence,  care,  and  various  means  of  e.xchange,  be- 
express  authority.     We   infer  it  fronri  the  general  j  (.„„,£  commodities,  and  enter  into  connuerce;  andihe 


power  of  regulating  commerce,  and  v.e  exercii 
the  power  in  this  case,  because  a  policy  of  insur- 
ance is  one  of  the  usual  instrninenis,  or  means,  of 
commerce.  But  how  inconsiderable  and  unimpor- 
tant is  a  policy  of  insurance,  as  the  means  or  an 
instrument  of  commerce,  compared  with  the  whole 
circulating  paper  of  Ihe  counlrj? 

Sir  the  power  is  granted  to  us;  and  granted  with- 
out any  specification  of  meai.s;  and  tliereloie  we 
may  lawfully  exi-rcise  all  the  usual  means.  I  need 
not  particularize  these  means,  nor  state,  a' present, 
what  they  are,  or  may  be.  One  is,  no  doubt,  a 
proper  regulation  of  receipts  at  the  custom- houses 
and  land  offices.  But  this,  ol  itself,  is  not  enough. 
Another  is  a  national  bank,  which  I  fully  believ.-, 
would,  even  now,  answer  all  desired  piirjioees,  and 
reinstate  the  currency  in  ninety  dqys.  These.  I 
think,  are  the  means  to  be  first  tried;  and  if,  not- 
withstanding these,  irredeemable  paper  should 
overwhelm  us,  others  must  be  resorted  to.  We 
have  no  direct  authority  over  state  banks;  but  we 
have  power  over  the  currency,  and  we  must  pro- 
tect it,  usin";,  of  course,  always,  such  means,  if 
they  be  found  adequate,  as  shall  be  most  gentle  and 
mild.  The  great  measure,  sir,  is  a  bank;  because 
a  bank  is  not  only  able  to  restrain  the  excessive 
issues  of  state  banks,  but  is  able  also  to  luriiish  for 
the  country  a  currency  of  universal  credit,  and  of 
uniform  value.  This  is  the  gratid  desideratum. 
Until  such  a  currency  is  established,  depend  on  it, 
sir,  what  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  can  iiever  be  accomplished. 

On  the  question  of  power,  sir,  we  have  a  very  impor- 
tant and  striking  precedent. 

The  members  of  the  senate,  Mr.  President,  will  recol- 
lect the  controversy  between  New  York  and  her  neigh- 
bor states,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  upon  the  e.\clu- 
sive  right  of  sieam  navigation.  New  York  had  granted 
an  exclusive  right  of  such  navigation  over  her  waters 
to  Mr.  Fulton  and  his  associates;  and  declared  by  law, 
that  no  vessel  propelled  by  steam  should  navigate  the 
North  river  or  the  sound,  without  license  from  these 
grantees,  under  penalty  of  confiscation. 

To  counteract  this  law,  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey 
enacted,  that  if  any  citizen  of  hers  should  be  restrainea, 
or  injured,  in  person  or  property  by  any  party  aedng 
under  the  law  of  New  York,  such  citizen  should  have 
remedy  in  her  courts,  if  the  ofieuder  could  he  caught 
within  ill  her  territory,  and  should  be  entitled  to  treble 
damages  and  costs.  New  Jersey  called  this  act  a  law 
oj retortion;  and  justified  it  on  the  general  ground  of 
Tcprisah. 

On  the  other  side,  Connecicut  took  fire,  and  as  no 
steamboat  could  come  down  the  sound  from  New 
York  to  Connecticut,  or  pass  up  from  Connecticut  to 
New  York,  without  a  New  York  license,  she  enacted  a 
law,  by  which  heavy  penalties  were  imposed  upon  all 
who  shoidd  presume  to  come  into  her  porta  and  har- 
bors, having  any  such  license. 

Here,  sir,  was  a  very  harmonious  state  of  commercial 
intercourse!  a  very  pronusing  condition  of  things  in- 
deed! You  could  not  get  Tom  New  Y'ork  to  New 
Haven  by  steam;  nor  could  you  go  from  New  York  to 
New  Jersey,  without  transhipment  in  the  bay.  And 
now,  sir,  let  me  remind  the  country,  that  this  belligerant 
legislation  of  the  states  concerned  was  justified  and  de- 
fended, bv  exactly  the  same  arguments  as  those  which 
we  have  heard  in  this  debate.  Every  thing  which  has 
been  said  here,  to  prove  that  the  authority  to  regulate 
commerce  does  not  include  a  power  to  regulate  cur- 
rency was  said  in  that  case,  to  prove  that  the  same  au- 
thority did  not  include  an  exclusive  power  over  steam- 
boats or  other  means  of  navigation.  I  do  not  know  a 
reason,  a  suggestion,  an  idea,  which  has  been  used  in 
this  debate,  or  which  was  used.in  the  debate  in  Septem- 
ber, to  show  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  control  the 
currency  of  the  country  and  make  it  uniform,  which 
was  not  usedin  this  steamboat  controversy,  to  prove  that 
the  authority  of  this  guverniiieiit  did  not  reach  the  mat- 
ter then  ill  dispute.  Look  to  the  forensic  discussions  in 
New  York!  Look  to  the  argument  in  the  court  here! 
You  will  find  it  every  where  urged  that  navigation  does 
not  come  within  the  general  idea  of  regulating  com- 
merce; that  steamboats  are  but  vehicles  and  instru- 
ments; that  the  power  of  congess  is  general,  and 
genera]  only;  and  that  it  does  not  extend  to  agents  and 
instruments. 

And  what,  sir,  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  thing.s? 
What  stopped  these  seizures  and  confiscations?  No- 
thing in  the  world,  sir,  but  the  exercise  of  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  this  "overnment.  Nothing  in  the  world, 
but  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  that  the  povver  of 
congress  to  regulate  commerce  was  paramount;  that  it 
overruled  any  interfering  state  laws;  antJ  that  these 
acts  of  the  stales  did  interfere  with  acts  of  congress, 
enacted  under  its  clear  constitutional  authority. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  rcgiilahng  commerce, 
allow  me  to  quote  a  single  sentence  from  the  opinion  of 


subject,  the  vehicle,  the  agent,  and  these  various  operations, 
become  the  objects  of  commercial  regulation." 

These  just  sentiments  prevailed.  The  decision  of  the 
court  quieted  the  dangerous  controversy;  and  satisfied, 
and  I  will  add  gral^ified,  most  highly  grautied,  the 
whole  country. 

Sir,  may  we  not  perceive  at  the  present  moment, 
wi  bout  Ijeing  suspected  of  looking  w  ith  eyee  whose 
sight  is  sharpened  by  too  much  apprehension — may  we 
not  pt  rceive,  sir,  in  what  is  now  passing  around  uS-  the 
possible  beginnings  of  another  controversy  between 
states,  which  may  be  of  still  gieater  moment,  and  fol- 
lowed, if  not  arrested,  by  still  more  deplorable  conse- 
quences? Do  v.e  see  no  danger,  no  disturbance,  no 
contests  ahead?  Si  ,  do  we  not  behold  excited  com- 
mercial rivalship,  evidendy  existing  between  great 
staes  and  great  cities?  Do  we  not  see  an  emulous 
competition  for  trade,  external  and  internal?  Do  we 
not  see  the  parties  concerned  enlarging,  and  proposing 
to  enlarge,  to  a  vast  ex  ent,  their  plans  of  currency, 
evidently  in  connection  with  tliese  objects  of  trade  and 
commerce?  Do  we  not  see  slates  iheniselves  becom- 
ing deeply  inieiesied  in  great  banking  institutions?  Do 
He  nut  know  that,  already,  the  notes  and  bills  of  some 
states  are  prohibited  by  law  from  circulating  in  others? 
Sir,  I  wnl  push  these  questions  no  farther:  but  I  tell 
you  that  it  was  for  exactly  such  a  crisis  as  this — for  this 
very  crisis — for  this  idenrical  exigency  now  upon  us — 
that  this  constitution  was  frametJ,  and  this  government 
establislied.  And  now,  sir.  let  those  who  expect  to  get 
over  this  crisis  without  effort  and  without  action,  let 
those  whose  hope  it  is  that  they  may  be  borne  along  on 
the  tide  of  circumstances  and  favorable  occurrences, 
nd  vvho  repose  in  the  denial  of  their  own  powers  and 
tlif  ir  own  responsibility — let  all  such,  look  well  to  the 
end. 

For  one,  I  intend  to  clear  myself  from  all  blame.  1 
intend,  this  day,  to  free  niyselt'of  the  responsibility  of 
consequences,  by  warning  you  of  the  danger  into  which 
you  are  conducting  our  public  affairs,  by  urging  and 
entreating  you,  as  I  do  now  urge  and  entreat  you,  by 
invoking  you,  as  I  do  now  invoke  you,  by  your  love  of 
country,  and  your  fidehty  to  the  consiituuon  to  aban- 
don all  untried  expedients;  to  put  no  trust  in  ingenuiiv 
and  contrivance;  to  have  done  with  projects  whicii 
alarm  and  agitate  the  people;  to  seek  no  shelter  from 
obligation  and  du"y;  but  with  manliness,  direc'ness, 
and  true  wisdom,  to  apply  to  the  evils  of  the  times  their 
proper  remedy.  That  Providence  may  guide  the  coun- 
sels of  the  country  to  this  end,  before  even  greater  dis- 
asters and  calamities  overtake  us,  is  my  most  fervent 
prayer! 

Mr.  President,  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  con- 
gress, as  well  as  on  other  important  topics,  connected 
wiih  the  bill,  the  honorable  ge.itleman  Iroin  South  Caro- 
lina has  advanced  opinions,  of  which  1  feel  bound  to 
take  some  notice. 

That  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  recent  speech,  at- 
tempted to  exhibit  a  contrast  between  the  course  of 
conduct  which  I,  and  other  gentlemen  who  act  wiih 
me,  at  present  pursue,  and  that  which  we  have  here- 
tofore followed.  Ill  presenting  this  contrast,  he  said, 
he  intended  nothing  personal;  his  only  object  v\as 
truth.  To  this  I  could  nut  object.  The  occasion  re- 
quires, sir,  that  I  should  now  examine  his  opinions; 
and  I  can  truly  say,  with  him,  that  I  mean  nothing  per- 
sonally injurious,  and  that  my  object,  also,  is  truth,  and 
nothing  else.  Here  I  might  stop:  but  I  will  even  saj' 
something  more. 

It  is  now  five  and  twenty  years,  sir,  since  I  became 
acquainted  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  which  he  had  held  a  .'•eat.  I  think, 
about  a  year  and  a  half  before  I  entered  it.  From  that 
period,  sir,  down  to  the  year  ld24,  I  can  sav,  with  gre^t 
sincerity,  there  was  not,  among  my  political  contem- 
poraries, any  man  for  whom  I  entertained  a  higher  re- 
spect or  warmer  esteem.  When  we  first  met,  we  were 
both  y^iung  men.  I  beheld  in  him  a  generous  char- 
racter,  a  liberal  and  comprehensive  mind,  engrossed 
by  great  objects,  distinguished  talent,  and,  particularly, 
great  originality  and  vigor  of  thought.  That  he  was 
ambitiouSj  I  did  not  doubt;  but  that  there  was  any 
thing  in  his  ambition  loworsordid,  any  thing  approach- 
ing to  a  love  of  the  mere  loaves  and  fishes  of  ofS.-'e,  1 
did  not  then  believe,  and  do  not  now  believe.  If,  from 
that  moment,  dovsn  to  the  time  I  have  already  mention- 
ed, I  differed  with  him  on  any  great  constitutional  ques- 
tion, I  do  not  know  it. 

But  in  1S24,  events  well  known  to  the  senate  sepa- 
rated us;  and  that  separation  remained,  wide  and  broad, 
until  the  end  of  the  niemortible  session  which  terminat- 
ed in  March,  1833.  With  the  events  of  that  session, 
our  occasions  of  difference  had  ceased;  certainly  for 
the  time,  and,  as  I  sincerely  hoped,  forever.  Before 
the  next  meeting  of  congress,  the  public  deposites  had 
been  removed  Iroin  their  lawful  custody  by  the  presi- 
sident.  Respecting  this  exercise  ofthe  executive  power, 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  myself  entertained  the 
same  opinions;  and,  in  regard  to  subsequent  transac- 
tions connected  with  that,  and  growing  out  o(  it,  there 
not,  so  faras  1  know,  any  difference  of  sentiniem 


liberiy.  We  acted  together,  to  chick  these  disigns, 
and  to  arrest  the  march  of  executive  prerogative  and 
dominion.  In  all  this,  we  were  but  co-optiahng  with 
many  other  gentlemen  here,  and  witli  a  large  and  in- 
telligent poruon  of  the  v.  hole  country. 

The  unfortunate  results  of  these  executive  interfer- 
ei  ces  with  the  currency  had  made  an  impression  on 
the  pubhc  mind.  A  revolution  seemed  in  progress,  and 
the  people  were  coming  in  their  strength,  as  we  began 
to  think,  to  support  us  and  our  principles. 

In  this  state  of  things,  sir,  we  niet  here  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  September  session:  but  we  met,  not 
as  we  had  d'  ne;  we  met,  not  as  we  had  parted.  The 
evenis  of  May,  the  policy  of  the  president  in  reference 
to  those  events,  ihe  doctrines  of^  ihe  message  of  Sep- 
tember, the  princip!es  and  opinions  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  both  to  my  surprise,  and  to  my  infinite 
regret,  came  forward  then  to  support,  rendered  it  quite 
impossible  for  us  to  act  together,  for  a  single  moment 
longer.  To  the  leading  doctrines  of  tiiat  message,  and 
to  the  policy  which  it  recommended,  I  felt,  and  stdl  feel, 
a  deep,  conscientious,  and  irreconcilable  opposition. 
The  honorable  genilenian  supported,  and  still  supports, 
both.  Here,  then,  we  part.  On  lliese  questions  of  con- 
stituhonal  power  and  duty  and  on  these  momentous 
questions  of  national  policy,  we  separate.  And  so 
broad  and  ample  is  the  space  which  divides  us,  and  so 
deep  does  the  division  run,  touching  even  the  veryfoun- 


one  of  the  learned  judges  of  the  supreme  eouri,  de- 1  between  us.    We  looked  upon  all  these  protwiliiigs 


dations  of  the  government,  that,  considering  the  time  of 
life  10  which  we  both  have  arrived,  it  is  not  probable 
tliat  we  arc  to  meet  again.  I  say  this  with  unfeigned 
and  deep  regret.  Believe  me,  sir,  I  would  most  gladly 
act  with  tlie  honorable  gentleman-  If  he  would  but 
come  back,  now,  to  what  I  consider  his  former  prin- 
ciples aniJ  sentiments;  if  he  would  place  himself  on 
those  constitutional  doctrines  which  lie  has  sustained 
through  a  king  series  of  years;  and  if,  thus  standing, 
be  would  exert  his  acknowledged  ability  to  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  ana  put  an  end  to  the  mis- 
chiefs of  reckless  experiments  and  dangerous  innnova- 
tion, — I  would  not  only  wiUingly  act  vnth  him,  I  would 
act  under  him;  I  would  follow  him,  I  would  support 
him,  I  would  back  him,  at  every  step,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  powerand  abiUtv.  Such  is  not  to  be  our  destiny. 
That  desimy  is,  that  we  liere  part;  and  all  I  can  say 
further  is,  that  he  carries  with  him  the  same  feeling  of 
personal  kindness  on  my  part,  the  same  hearty  good 
will  w hicli  have  heretofore  inspired  me. 

Thi  re  have  been  three  principal  occasions,  sir,  on 
which  die  honoroble  gentleman  has  expressed  his  opin- 
ions upon  tlie  questions  now  under  discussion.  They 
are,  his  speech  of  the  I5th  September,  his  published  let- 
ter of  the  3d  November,  and  his  leading  speech  of  the 
present  session.  These  productions  are  all  marked 
with  his  characteris  ic  ability;  they  are  ingenious,  able, 
condensed,  and  striking.  They  deserve  an  answer. 
To  some  of  the  observanons  in  the  speech  of  Septem- 
ber, I  made  a  reply  on  the  day  of  its  delivery;  there  are 
other  parts  of  it,  however,  which  require  a  more  de- 
liberate examination. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  declares  in 
that  speech,  "that  he  belongs  to  the  state-rights  party; 
that  that  party,  from  the  Seginning  of  the  government, 
has  been  opposed  to  a  national  bank  as  unconstitutional, 
inexpedient,  and  dangerous;  that  it  has  e\er  dreaded 
the  union  of  the  political  ami  moneyed  power,  and  the 
centralacuon  oftiie  government,  to  which  it  so  strongly 
tends,  that  the  connection  of  the  government  with  the 
banks,  whether  it  be  with  a  combination  of  state  banks, 
or  with  a  national  institution,  will  necessarily  central- 
ize the  action  of  the  system  at  the  principal  point  of 
collection  and  disbur.iement,  and  at  which  the  mother 
bank,  or  the  head  of  the  league  of  state  banks,  must 
be  located.  From  that  point,  the  whole  system,  through 
the  connection  with  the  government,  will  he  enabled  to 
control  the  exchanges  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
wth  it,  the  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  including 
exports  and  imports."' 

Now,  sir,  this  connection  between  government  and 
the  banks,  to  which  he  imputes  such  inischevious  con- 
scquencts,  he  describes  to  be  "the  receiving  and  pay- 
ing away  their  notes  as  cash;  and  the  use  ol  the  public 
money,  from  the  time  of  the  collection  to  the  disburse- 
ment.'' 

Sir,  if  I  clearly  comprehend  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, he  means  no  more,  after  all,  than  this:  that,  while 
the  putilic  revenues  are  collected,  as  heretofore,  through 
the  banks,  they  will  lie  in  the  banks  between  the  time 
of  collection  and  the  time  of  disbursement;  that,  during 
that  period,  they  will  be  regarded  as  one  part  of  the 
means  of  business  and  of  discount  possessed  by  the 
banks;  and  that,  as  a  greater  pordonof  the  revenue  is 
collected  in  large  cities  ihan  in  small  ones,  these  large 
cities  will,  of  course,  derive  greater  benefits  than  the 
small  ones  from  these  deposites  in  the  banks.  In  other 
words,  that,  as  the  importing  merchants  in  a  great  city 
pay  more  du-ies  to  government  than  those  in  a  small 
one,  so  they  enjoy  an  advantage  to  be  derived  from  any 
use  which  the  banks  may  make  of  these  moneys, 
while  on  deposite  with  them.  Now,  sir,  I  would  be 
very  glad  to  know,  supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  what 
there  is  in  it  either  unequal  or  unjust?  The  benefit  is 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  business,  and  to 
the  sums  paid.  If  indiv  duals  in  large  cities  enjoy  the 
incidental  use  of  more  money,  it  is  siinplv  because  they 
pay  more  money.    Ic  is  lik«  the  cose  of'credit  on  duty 
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bonds.     VViioever  imports  goods   with  ihe  beiielit  of  i  in' paid  out  or  advanced  to  wlionisoever  it  pleasos,  ill 
giving  bond  ibrdutit-s,  instead  of  inaknig  present  pay-  ]  dist-harging  the  obligations  of  i^i'verniiienf, 


me. it,  enjoys  a  certain  benefit;  and  this  benefit,  in  a 
direct  sense,  is  in  proportion  to  the  amount  ot  go^»us 
imported —  he  large  imponer  liaving  credit  lor  a  large 
sum,  the  smad  importer  having  credit  lor  a  small  sum. 
But  the  advantage,  the  benefit,  or  the  indiilgcuee,  or 
wliatever  we  call  it,  is,  iieverdieless,  entirely  equal  and 
impartial. 

How,  then,  does  the  collection  of  revenue  through  the 
banks 'centralize''  the  ucuon  of  the  coniiiuiii.il  sjs- 
leni?  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  the  cause  is  iiiisiakcii  lor  ihe 
elfect.  Tile  greatest  amount  of  revenue  i 
the  greatest  city  because  it  is  already  die  greatest  city; 
because  its  local  advantages,  its  population,  its  capital 
and  enterprise,  draw  business  io.vards  it,  constiiu.e  it 
a  cjntrtd  point  in  commercial  operanons,  and  hav 
made  it  the  greatest  city.  It  is  die 
coni.nerce  by  tliese  just  and  proper 
which  must  always  e.-ii-t  in  every  country  which  pro- 
duce a  large  colieciion  of  revenue  in  the  tavored  spot. 
The  amount  of  capital  is  one  of  very  important  cause, 
no  doubt;  and  leaving  public  moneys  in  'he  banks  rill 
waned,  allows  ui  merchants,  in  places  of  large  iinporl, 
a  degree  ot  .ncidenttd  benefit,  in  just  proportion  to  ilie 
amount  of  capitiil  b\  them  employed  in  trade,  and  no 
more. 

I  suppose,  sir,  it  is  the  natural  cour.'^e  of  things  in 
every  commercial  countrVj  that  some  place,  or  a  lew 
places  should  go  ahead  oi  others  in  coniniercial  busi- 
ness importance.  Tills  inuste.er  be  so,  until  ail  places 
possess  precisely  equal  natural  advaniagLS.  AoU  1  sup- 
pose, too,  diat,  instead  ol  being  niischevious,  it  is  rather 
tor  tne  uommon  good  of  all,  tn.it  tuer^'  should  ue  some 
coin.uerci.il  eniporium,  some  central  point,  tor  the  e.x- 
changes  of  traae.  Government,  certainly,  s'-ouid  not 
seek  10  produce  this  result  by  tue  be=tosval  of  unequal 
privileges;  but  sureiv,  sr,  it  would  be  a  verystra.ige 
and  iiiuclensible  policy  which  should  lead  the  govern- 
ment to  wiihholtJ  any  portion  of  the  capital  of  the 
country  from  usetul  employment,  merely  because  that, 
if  employed,  while  all  e.ijoyea  the  benefit  proport.on- 
ately,  all  would  not  enjoy  it  with  the  same  aosolu  e 
niatiiematical  equality. 

So  much,  sir,  for  concentration,  arising  from  deposit- 
ing the  revenues  in  banks.  Let  us  now  look  to  the 
otiier  part  of  the  connection,  viz:  the  receiving  of  bank 
notes  lor  duties.  How  in  the  world  does  this  ■  central- 
ize'' the  commercial  syst'in.'  The  whole  tendency  and 
eti'ect,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  directly  the  otiier  vvay.  U 
coaiiteracts  centralization.  L  gives  all  possible  auvan- 
tage  to  local  currency  and  local  payments,  and  there 


erelv  bv 


ill  ilius  be 
■  gover 


to  pay,  and  to  he  kept  in 
being  made  receivable  ai  the  tn-iisury!     The 
culation  of  the  country,  e\cc|iiiiig  only  tlui 
metallic,  and  which  must  ahsuys  he  ; 
made  up  of  mere  govermiient  paper,  i 
ment  purposes,  uiid    redeemable  only  in   payment  of 
government  debts.    In  other  words,  the  eniirc  means 
ol  carryiiii;  on  the  whole  coininnce  of  ihe  country  will 

coniiiRiisurasc,  c.\acll>.  Willi  Us  own  wains,  pinp.iM  s, 
led  111  I  and  opinions;  the  whole  coiniiiircKd  business  ,.1    ibe 
counlry  being   thus  made  a  mere  appendage   to  re- 
venue. 

But,  sir,  in  order  thai  I  may  not  misrepresent  the 
honorable  member,  let  me  show  you  a  little  more  dis- 
lizatioii  of  [  tinctly  what  liis  opinions  are  respecting  this  government 
auscs    palter. 

riie  honorable  member  says,  sir,  that  to  make  this 
Siib-ireasury  measure  successlul,  and  to  secure  it  against 
reaction,  some  safe  and  stable  medium  of  circuraiion, 
"to  take  the  place  of  bank  notes  in  the  fiscid  operations 
of  the  government,  ought  to  be  issued;"  that,  "in  the 
present  condition  ol  the  world,  a  paper  currency,  in 
sonie  tiirin,  if  not  neces.iary,  is  almost  indispensablcj 
in  linancial  and  comimrciul  operations  of  civilized  ami 
e.\;e  isive  communities;''  ih.it,  "the  great  desideraiuni  is 
to  ascertain  what  descripnon  of  paper  has  the  requisite 
qualities  of  being  fn  c  I'r.nii  tiucination  in  lalue,  and 
liability  to  abuse  in  ihr  :v.  ;.'.-.'  iHrl'cctioii;  that  bank 
notes  do  not  possess  ih  i  ,  .  -  m  a  degree  sufii- 
cieti.'ly  high  for  this  jiu:,  .  .  '  \ii(l  then  he  says,  ''I 
iro  far  her.  It  appears  i.i  m.  if.  r  i.r^i.iwing  llic  best  re- 
flection I  can  give  the  subject,  that  no  converuble  pa- 
per, that  is,  no  paper  whose  credit  rests  upon  a  pro- 
mise to  pay,  is  suitable  for  currency.''  "On  what,  then, 
{lie  asks,)  ought  a  paper  currency  to  rest?''  "I  would 
say,  he  answers,  "on  demand  and  supply  simply:  which 
regulate  the  value  of  every  thing  else — the  consiant  de- 
mand which  government  nas  for  its  necessary  sunplies.'' 
He  then  proceeds  to  observe,  "that  there  inigiu  be  a 
sound  and  sale  paper  currency,  founded  on  tne  credit 
of  governiTient  e.vclusively."  "That  such  paper  only 
to  be  issued  to  those  who  had  claims  on  tliegovernment,  , 
would,  in  its  habitual  state,  be  at  or  above  par  with  gold  ' 
and  sdver;''  that  "nothing  but  experience  can  deter-  j 
mine  what  amount,  and  of  what  denominations,  might 
be  safely  issued;  but  that  it  might  be  safely  assumed 
that  the  country  would  absorb  an  amount  greatly  e.x- 
ceeding  its  annual  income.  Much  of  its  exchanges,  | 
which  amount  to  a  vast  sum,  as  well  as  iis  banking  bu' 


by  encourages  both  imports  and  e.vporis.     It  tends  to  I  siness,    would   revolve  about   it;    and    many    millions 


make  local  money  good  evury  where.  If  goods  ue  iin 
por.ed  into  Ciiarles.on,  the  duties  are  paid  in  Cliarles- 
ton  notes.  New  V'or'ii  notes  are  not  demanded.  Moth- 
ing,  certainly,  tiaii  be  fairer  or  more  equal  man  this,  and 
nothing  moietavorable  to  the  Charleston  importers. 

But  now  would  that  system  work,  whicfi  the  gen- 
tleman hunsell  propose^? 

It  his  pian  could  p.'evail,  he  would  have  the  duties 
collected  euher  in  spcc.e,  or  in  a  government  paper 
10  be  .ssued  troni  the  treasury.  He  would  reject  all 
bank  no  es  whatever.  If  the  gendeman,  sir,  tears 
cen:ralizai.on,  I  a.ii  astonished  that  he  does  not  see 
centralization  m  all  its  terrors  in  ibis  very  proposition  of 
his  own.  Pray  allow  me  to  ask,  sir.  uhere  will  tiiis 
gjveninient  paper,  in  ihe  course  of  its  issue  and  circu- 
ration,  na.urally  cenire?  To  what  p  ,ints  will  it  end.' 
Ceriuiniy,  most  ceriainly,  to  the  greaiest  pjin;s  ot  col- 
lecnon  and  expenditure;  to  the  very  heart  of  the  inetro- 
pohtan  city,  wbeievcr  ihat  city  may  be.  Tnis  is  as  in- 
evitable as  tUe  full  of  wa;er  or  the  resul:s  of  aitrac-ion. 
If  two-thirds  of  the  duties  be  collected  in  New  York,  it 
will  foUow,  of  course,  that  two-ihirdsof  any  governinent 
paper  received  lor  duties  will  be  there  received;  and  it 
will  De  111  ire  valuable  there  than  elsewhere,  'flie  value 
of  such  paper  would  consist  in  its  receivabiliiy,  and 
nothing  else.  It  would  always  tend,  iherefjre,  directly 
to  the  spot  where  he  greaiest  demand  should  e.Mist  tor 
it  for  that  purpos".  Is"it  not  so  atih  s  moment  with  the 
outsiand  iig  ireasury  n  .tes.  Are  they  abundant  in 
Georgia,  i  i  .Mississippi,  in  lUmois,  or  in  New  Haiiip- 
shirei  No  sooner  issued,  than  they  commence  their 
march  toward  tne  place  where  they  are  inost  valued 
and  most  in  demand:  that  is,  to  the  place  of  the  greatest 
public  receipt.  If  you  want  concentration,  sir,  and 
enough  of  i. — if  you  desire  to  dry  up  ihe  small  streams 
of  coininerce,  and  ^^A  more  full   the  deep  and  already  \ 

1  that  I 


would  thus  be  kept  in  circulation  beyond  the  demands 
of  the  government." 

By  this  scheme, sir,government,  in  its  disbursements, 
is  not  to  pay  money,  but  to  issue  paper.  This  paper  is 
no  otherwise  ayable  or  redeemable,  than  as  it  may  be 
received  at  the  treasury.  It  is  expected  to  be  let  out 
in  uch  faster  than  it  comes  in,  so  that  ma  ny  millions  will 
be  kept  in  circulation;  and  its  habitual  character  will 
be  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silverl  Now,  sir.  if 
there  is  fo  be  found  anywhere  a  more  p'ain  and  obvious 
project  of  p.iper  money,  in  all  its  def<rniity,  I  should 
not  know  where  to  look  for  it. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  have  suggested  the  complete 
uiiinn  which  it  would  (ijrm,  if  it  were,  in  itself,  practi- 
cable, between  the  political  and  the  money  power. 

The  whole  commerce  of  the  country,  intJeed,  under 
such  a  state  of  law,  would  be  little  more  than  a  sort  of 
incident  to  treasury  operations— rather  a  collateral 
emana:ion  of  the  revenue  system,  than  a  substantial 
and  important  branch  of  the  public  interest.  1  have 
referred,  also,  to  its  probable  consequences,  upon  that 
which  the  gen'leman  rcL'nrds  as  so  great  an  evil,  and 
whi;h  he  denominates  "ihe  centrahzation  of  commer- 
cial acrion." 

And  now  I  pray  you  to  consider,  Mr.  President,  in 
the  ne.xt  place,  what  an  admirable  contrivance  this 
would  be  to  secure  that  economy  in  the  expenses  of 
government  which  the  gentleman  has  so  much  at 
heart.  Released  from  all  necessity  of  taxation,  and 
Iroiii  the  consequent  responsibility  to  the  people;  not 
called  upon  to  regard  at  all,  the  amount  of  annual  in- 
come; having  an  authority  to  cause  treasury  notes  to 
issue  whenever  it  pleases, 

"In  mulritudes,  like  which  the  populous  north 
Poured  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pass 
Rhene,  or  the  Danau;" 


ssvoilen  great  channels,  you  will  act  very  wisely --  •  ,j  ,     •  j 

end,  if  you  keep  out  ut   ilie  receipt  of  the  treasury  all  •  what  admirable  restraint  would  be  imposed  on  g*. ...... . 

money  but  such  paper  as  the  government  may  furnish,  .  ment,  how  doubly  sure  would  .i«surance  '■«■  made  tor  it, 
and  which  shall  be  no  otherwise  redeemable  than  in  :  that  all  us  expenditures  would  be  stncilv  limiied  to  the 
receipt  for  debts  to  government  while  at  the  same  nine  ab.solute  and  indispensable  wants  and  demands  ot  the 
you  depress  the  cnaracter  of  the  local  circularion.  I  public  service!  ,  r  i  u 

Such  is  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  member  in  its  |  But,  sir,  fortunately,  very  torlunately,  a  .scheme  so 
probable  commercial  etfect.  Let  us  look  at  it  in  a  po-  wild,  and  which  would  be  so  mischevious,  is  totally  im- 
utical  point  of  view.  practicable     It  rests  on  an  assumption,  for  which  there 

Tne  honorable  niember  says  he  belongs  to  the  state- ;  is  not  the  least  foundation,  either  in  reason  or  experi- 
rights  party;  that  party  professes  something  of  an  un-  jcncc.  It  takes  for  granted  that  which  the  luslory;  ot 
common  love  of  litiertv;  an  extraordinary  sensibility  to  every  commercial  state  refutes,  and  our  own,  especi.il- 
all  its  dan.'crs;  and  of'.hose  dangers,  it  most  dreads  the  ly,  in  almost  every  page.  It  supposes  that  irredeemable 
union  of  tne  pohtical  and  money  power.  This  we  learn  Eovernment  paper  can  circultite  m  the  business  ot  so- 
from  tlie  authenuc  declaration  of  the  gentleman  him- 1  cieiy,  and  be  kept  at  par.  This  is  an  impossibilii.v. 
self.  And  now,  oh,  transcendental  consistency!  oh, !  The  honorable  gentleman  rejects  convertible  bank 
most  wonderful  conformity  of  means  and  ends!  oh,  notes,  which  are  equivalent  to  specie,  since  they  will 
exquisite  mode  of  "-ratifying  high  desires!  behold,  the  always  command  it,  and  adopts,  in  their  stead,  govcrri- 
hoiiorable  member  proposes  that  the  polidcal  power  of  ment  paper,  with  no  promise  to  pay,  but  a  pniinisp  only 
die  state  shall  take  to  itself  the  whole  funcrion  of  sup-  to  be  received  for  debts  antl  ta.xes;  and  hr  pui.s  lorili  the 
plyini'  the  entire  paper  circulation  of  the  country  by  imagination,  as  I  have  said,  so  olten  and  so  long  relii- 
notes°or  billaof  its  own,  isaued  at  its  own  discretion,  to  |  ted,  (Imi  this  paper  will  bo  kept  m  circulaoon  m  the 


country,  and  will  be  able  to  perform  the  great  business 
of  currency  and  exchange,  even  though  it  exist  in 
quanniies  exceeding,  by  many  millions,  ilie  demands  of 
giiwriiiiii  lit. 

If  It  III-  iiiccssarv,  sir,  at  this  day,  to  refute  ideas  like 
tiles*',  It  must  be  hecuusc  the  history  of  all  countries, 
our  own  included,  is  a  dead  letter  to'  us.  Kven  at  the 
vi'ty  moment  in  which  I  am  speaking,  the  small  amount 
of  treaaiir,v  notes  which  hus  been  issued  by  goveriiinent, 
hardly  a  fifih  purl  of  the  ordinary  annuiil  revenue — 
ilioii::h  ili.isr  Holts  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent — 
iliiiUL;li  ilii.y  are  ledccmable  in  cash  at  the  treasury  ut 
ihe  expiriiiiun  of  the  year — and  though,  in  the  meoii 
time,  they  are  everywhere  received  in  puvnient  of  die 
governniunt  dues,  ore  not  only  of  less  value  than  spe- 
cie, but  of  less  value,  also,  than  the  noles  of  non-specie- 
paying  banks;  those  banks  whose  uaper  is  daily  de- 
nounced here  us  "rags,  tilihy  rags."  In  my  o|)i'iiion. 
sir,  the  whole  scheme  is  as  visionary  and  iinpraciicable 
us  any  which  the  genius  of  project  ever  produccci. 

Mr.  Pa-sideiit,  toward  the  close  of  this  s|M.ech  of  .Sep- 
tember, I  find  a  paragraph  in  which  several  other  sub- 
jects are  brought  together,  ond  which  I  must  ask  per- 
mission to  read. 

Having  commended  the  wise  and  noble  bearing  of 
till'  little  staic-ri^hls  pari,y,  of  which  he  soys  it  is  his 
pride  to  bo  a  member  thoughoui  the  eventt'ul  period 
through  which  the  couniry  has  passed  since  1821,  ho 
adds: 

"In  that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  the  lariir  system  tri- 
umphed in  the  councils  of  the  naiion.  W'e  sow  it» 
dusasirous  polidcal  bearings;  foresaw  iis  surplusscs,  and 
then  the  exiravagoncies  to  which  it  would  leatl;  «e 
lalhcd  on  the  election  of  the  laie  president  to  arrest  it 
through  the  influence  of  the  executive  departnienl  of 
the  government.  In  this  we  failed.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rigliUs  and  sovereignty  of  the  sia'es;  and,  by 
the  acrion  of  a  small  but  gallant  state,  and  through  the 
poiency  of  its  interposition,  we  brought  the  sysieiii  to 
the  ground,  sustained,  as  it  was,  by  the  opposiiion 
and  the  admini"tration,  and  by  the  whole  power  and 
paironage  of  the  government.' 

Every  part  of  this  most  extraordinary  statement  well 
deserves  attention. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  here  is  an  open  and  direct 
avowal  that  the  main  object  for  rallying  on  general 
Jackson's  first  eleciion,  was  to  accomplish  the  over- 
throw ot"  the  protecrin"  policy  of  the  country.  Indeed! 
Well,  this  is  very  tranu.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  avowal 
made.    It  puts  an  end  to  all  suspicions. 

It  was,  tlien,  to  overihrow  proiecrion,  was  it,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  bo  much  pains  to  secure 
general  Jackson's  first  elecrion?  I  commend  his  can- 
dor, in  now  acknowledging  it.  But,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  had  allies  and  associates  in  that  rally.  They 
thronged  round  him  tfom  all  quariers,  and  followed  hia 
lead.  And  pray,  sir,  was  his  object,  as  now  avowed 
by  himself,  the  joint  object  of  all  the  party?  Did  he 
lell  Pennsylvania,  honest,  intelligent,  struighi-forw  ard 
Pennsylvania,  that  such  was  his  purpose?  And  did 
Pennsylvania  tonciir  in  ii?  Pennsyliania  was  first  and 
t'iremost  in  esj  ousin"  the  cause  of  general  Jackson. 
Every  body  kIlo^^^  sue  is  more  ai  a  tanlf  state  than 
any  other  in  the  union.  Did  he  tell  her  iliat  his  pur- 
pose was  to  break  the  tarifi' entirely  down?  Did  he 
state  his  object.s,  also,  to  New  York?  Did  he  slate  them 
to  New  Jersey?  What  say  you  "entli  men  from  Penn- 
sylvania? gentleman  from  New  York?  and  gen  l»-iiun 
from  New  Jersey?  Ye  who  suppor;ed  general  Jack- 
son's eleciion,  what  say  you?  Was  it  your  purpose, 
also,  by  that  election,  to  break  down  the  projective  po- 
licy? Or.  if  it  were  not  your  purpose,  did  vou  know, 
nevertheless — pray  let  us  uiiaerstand  that — did  you 
know,  iieverthekss,  that  it  uwj  the  purpose,  and  the 
main  purpose,  of  the  honorable  niemoer  from  Caroh- 
na?  and  did  you,  still,  co-operate  with  him? 

The  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  country  wa.''  a 
member  of  this  body  in  1823.  He  and  the  honorable 
member  from  Carolina  were,  at  that  lime,  exerhng  ihcir 
united  forces,  to  the  utmost,  in  order  to  bring  about 
general  Jackson's  elecrion.  Did  they  work  thus  zeal- 
ously together,  for  the  same  ultiinaie  end  and  purpose? 
or  did  iheyii:ean  merely  to  change  the  government,  and 
then  each  look  mil  for  himself 

Mr.  Van  Biiren  voted  for  the  tarifT  bill  of  that  year, 
commonly  called  the  "bill  of  abominarions;"  bin,  very 
luckily,  and  in  extremely  go<jd  season,  inslrurlions  tor 
that  vote  happened  to  come  from  Albany!  The  vole, 
therefore,  could  be  given,  and  the  member  giving  it 
could  not  pcssibly  thereby  give  ony  ofience  to  any  gen- 
tleman of  'he  Riate-righLs  party,  with  whom  the  doc- 
trine of  instructions  is  so  authentic. 

Sir,  I  will  not  do  gentlemen  injustice.  Those  who 
belong  to  tarifl' stales,  as  they  are  called,  and  who  sup- 
ported general  Jacks.m  for  the  presidency,  did  not  in- 
tend thereby  to  overthrow  the  protecting  policy.  They 
only  meant  to  make  general  Jackson  president,  and  to 
come  into  power  along  with  him!  As  to  ultimate  ob- 
jects, each  had  his  own.  All  could  agree,  however,  in 
the  tirst  step.  It  w  as  difficult,  certainly,  to  give  a  plou- 
sible  appearance  to  a  political  union,  among  gentlemen 
who  •itlered  so  widely,  on  the  great  and  leading  ques- 
tion of  the  lime.s— the  question  of  the  protecting  pfilicy. 
But  this  dilFiculty  was  overcome  by  the  oraculiir  decla- 
ration that  general  Jackson  was  in  favor  of  a  "judiciout 
to  riff." 

Here,  sir,  was  ample  room  and  verge  enough.  Who 
could  object  to  a  judirwui  tariff?  Tanfl'men  and  nnn- 
inritf  men.siak-nLtbis  men  and  consolidatininsis  'hose 
who  had  ben  call,  d  prodigals  and  those  who  had  been 
called  radicals,  all  tiion^  aad  flocked  togothcr  botB, 
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And  this 
with  as  much  fliifer- 


aiid  witli  all  their  difference  in  regard  to  ultimate  ob- 
jects, agreed  to  make  conmion  cause,  till  ihey  snouia 

^"^The" ghost's? sir,  which  are  fabled  to  cross  the  Styx, 
whatever  dillerent  hopes  or  purposes  ihcy  may  have 
beyond  it,  siill  unite,  in  ilie  present  wish  to  get  over, 
and  therefore  all  huriv  and  huddle  into  the  leakj^  and 
shattered  craft  of  Charon,  the  ferryman 
molly  throng  of  politicians,  sir 

ence  of  final  object,  and  as  lif^- .--   - --     ,        . 

made  a  boat  of  "indicious  tariff,'  and  all  rushed  and 
scrambled  ipm  :'"':"  '!  ihey  filled  it,  near  to  sinking. 
Tile  authwn'v    '■  '^  -  -r  was  able,  however,  to  keep 

Iheiii  peac,  :,!  '  .  .  ;-;  ill  r,  for  ihe  time,  for  they  had 
the  virme  ni  -  i'-"<y  -■"■'  ;iud  though  with  occasional 
dancers  of  up-clting,  he  succeededln  pushing  theinall 
over" with  liis  long  setting-pole. 

"Ratein  conto  subigit.'' 
Well,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
e.xpected,  when  general  .lackson  should  be  elected,  to 
arrest  the  tariff  system  throug?i  the  injlaence  of  the  exe- 
cutive dcpurlmnil.  Here  is  another  candid  confession. 
Arrest  tlie  lariff  by  e.xecutive  influence!  Indeed!  Why, 
sir  ih'S  seems  hke  hoping,  from  the  first,  for  the  use  ot 
the  veto.  How,  but  by  veto,  could  the  e.tecutive  arrest 
the  tariff  acts?  Aad  is  it  true,  sir,  that,  at  that  early 
day,  the  honorable  member  was  looking  to  the  veto,  not 
with  dread,  but  wit.h  hope?  Did  he  e.\peet  it,  and  did 
he  rely  upon  it?  Did  he  make  the  rally  ot  which  he 
speaks,  in  order  that  he  might  cho.jse  a  president  \vho_ 
would  exercise  it?  And  did  he  afterwards  complain  ot 
it,  or  does  he  complain  of  it  now,  only  because  it  was 
ill-directed— because  it  turned  out  to  be  a  thunderbolt, 
which  did  not  fall  in  the  right  place?  .    ,  j    , 

In  this  reliance  on  execuuve  influence— sir,  I  declare 
I  hardly  can  trust  myself  that  I  read  or  quote  correcdy, 
when  I  find,  in  what  I  read,  or  from  what  I  quote,  the 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  by  his  own 
confession,  hoping  or  expecting  to  accomplish  any  thing 
by  executive  influence;  yet  so  it  was  spoken,  and  so  it  is 
prinied— in  tills  reliance,  or  this  hope,  or  expectation 
founded  on  executive  infliicm 
man  and  liis  friends  lailed;  .m 
they  fell   ba.'k   on  the  sou  , 
brought  thesysiem  to  the  yi- 
of  interposition;"  by  whicli  lie 
less  than  nulhfication.    So  dit-,  -   ,  „ 

that  excessive  fear  of  power  which  was  so  much  cher 
ished  by  the  nullifiers,  was  only  awakened  to  a  flame 
in  their  bosoms,  when  they  found  that  they  could  not 
accomplish  their  own  ends  by  the  executive  power  of 
the  president. 

I  am  no  authorized  commentator,  sir,  on  the  doc- 
trines or  theories  of  nullification.  iVoti  nostrum.  But, 
if  this  exposition  be  authentic,  I  must  say  it  is  not  cal- 
culated to  diminish  my  opposition  to  the  sentiments  ot 
that  school. 

But  the  gentleman  goes  onto  tell  us  that  nullification, 
or  interposition,  succeeded.  By  means  of  it,  he -says, 
he  did  bring  the  protective  system  to  the  ground.  And 
so,  ill  his  published  letter  of  November  3J,  he  states 
th'ii  "stale  interposition  has  overthrown  the  protecdve 
tariff;  and  with  it,  the  American  system.'' 

We  are  to  understand,  then,  sir,  first,  that  tlie  com- 
promise act  of  1833  was  forced  upon  congress  by  state 
interposiuon,  or  nullification. 

Next,  that  its  object  and  design,  so  iar  as  the  honor- 
able o-entleman  was  conoerned  in,  was  to  break  down 
and  destroy,  forever,  the  whole  protecdve  policy  ot  the 
country.  ,  ,.  ,     ,  ,  , 

And  lastly,  that  it  has  accomplished  that  purpose,  and 
thai  the  last  vestige  of  that  policy  is  wearing  a.vay. 

Now,  sir,  I  must  say,  that,  in  1833,  I  ente:tained  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  design  of  the  gentleman  was  ex- 
actly what  he  now  states.  On  iJiis  point,  I  have  nut 
been  deceived.  It  was  not,  certtiiuly,  ilie  design  of  all 
who  acted  with  him;  but,  that  it  was  his  |)uvpoic,  I 
knew  then,  as  clearly  as  I  know  now,  after  his  open 
avowal  of  it;  and  this  belief  governed  niy  conduct  at 
the  time,  together  with  that  of  a  great  majority  of  those 
in  both  houses  of  congress,  who,  afer  the  act  of  1821, 
felt  bound  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and 
to  maintiun  them  reasonably  and  fairly.  I  opposeil  ihr 
compromise  act  with  all  my  power.  It  appeared  to 
rae  every  way  objeciioiiable:  it  looked  like  an  atilempt 
to  make  a  new  eonsdtution;  to  introduce  another  fun- 
damental law,  above  the  power  of  congress,  and  which 
sliould  control  the  authority  and  discreiion  of  congress, 
in  all  time  to  come.  This,  of  itself,  was  a  conclusive 
objection  with  me;  I  said  so  then,  have  often  said  so 
since,  and  say  so  now.  I  said,  then,  that  I,  for  one, 
should  not  be  bound  by  that  law  more  than  any  other 
law,  except  ilinl,  as  it  was  a  law  passed  on  a  very  im- 
portant ttiui  uitiiating  subject,  I  should  not  be  disposed 
to  interleri  with  it,  unlil  a  case  ofclc; 
ari.sr,  l),i  t!;i-  |ui,..iple  I  have  acted 
■  ■a-r  ol   iirr.    -ii\    ,-Ik.II   :>n-v.    hw.^,^ 


hnnortible  genili 
If  III  this,  he  says, 
■  I  n  states,  and 
:i  the  potency 
-  hi  itlier  more  nor 
curding  to  this. 


...^ They,  however,  must  speak  for  themselves. 

They  may  have  intrusted  the  bearing  of  their  standard, 
for  aught  I  knov/,  to  the  hands  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  South  Carohna;  and  I  perceived  last  session, 
what  I  perceive  now,  that  in  his  opinion  there  is  a  con- 
nexion between  these  projects  ot  government  and  the 
doctrines  of  nullification.  I  can  only  say,  sir,  ihai  it 
will  be  marvellous  to  me  if  that  banner,  though  it  be 
sail]  to  be  tattered  and  torn,  shall  yet  be  lov\eredrin  obei- 
sance, and  laid  at  the  footstool  of  executive  power.  To 
the  sustaining  ol  that  power.,  the  passage  of  this  bill  is 
of  the  utmostimportance.  The  administration  will  re- 
gard its  success  as  being  to  them,  what  Cromvvell  said 
the  battle  of  Worcester  was  to  him — "a  crowning  mer- 
cy." Whether  gendemen,  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  so  much  by  their  extreme  jealousy  of  this 
government,  shall  now  find  it  consistent  with  their 
principles  to  give  their  aid  in  accomphshing  this  con- 
summadon,  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  next  exposition  of  the  honorable  gentleman  i 
sendmenis  and  opinions,  is  his  letter  of  November  3d. 

Thisletter,  sir,  isa  curiosiiy.  As  a  ptiper,  describing 
political  movements,  and  exhibiting  poUdcal  opinions,  it 
IS  without  a  parallel.  Its  phrase  is  altogether  mihtary. 
It  reads  like  a  despatch,  or  a  buUeun  from  hi  adquarlers. 
It  is  full  of  attacks,  assaults,  and  repulses.  It  recounts 
movements  and  counter-movements;  speaks  of  occu- 
pying one  position,  falling  back  upon  another,  and  ad- 
vancing to  a  third;  it  has  positions  to  cover  enemies, 
ami  positions  to  hold  allies  in  check.  MeanUme,  the 
celerity  of  all  theseoperations  reminds  one  of  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  mihtary  actions  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  the 
.seven  years'  war.  Yesterday  he  was  in  the  south,  giv- 
ing batde  to  the  Austrian — to-day  he  is  in  Saxony,  or 
Silesia;  instantly  he  is  found  to  have  traversed  the  Elec- 
torate, and  is  facing  the  Russian  and  the  Swede  on  his 
nordiern  frontier.  If  vou  look  for  his  place  on  the  map, 
before  you  find  it  he  has  quitted  it.  He  is  always  march- 
ing, flying,  falling  back,  wheeling,  attacking,  defend- 
ing, surpi'ising;  hghring  everywhere,  and  fighung  all 
the  time.  In  one  paiticular,  however,  the  campaigns, 
described  in  'his  letter,  difli-r  from  the  manner  in  which 
those  of  the  great  Frederick  were  conducted.  I  think 
we  nowhere  read,  in  the  narrarive  of  Frederick's 
achievements,  of  his  taking  a  position  to  cover  an  ene- 
my, or  a  position  to  hold  an  ally  in  check.  These  refine- 
ments, in  the  science  of  tactics  and  of  war,  are  of  more 
recent  discoveiy. 

Mr.  President,  pubfc  men  must  certainly  be  allowed 
to  change  their  opinions,  and  their  associations  when- 
ever they  see  fit.     No  one  doiiii-s  th!«.     Men  may  have 

grown  wiser,  diey  may  havii  i. il  i.i  L.  tier  and  more 

correct  views  of  great  publi.- .  li!',.  .  I-.  It  would  be  un 
fortunate,  if  there  were  any  .■■vlv  v.  tncli  should  oblige 
men,  in  public  or  private  lite,  to  aillure  to  opinions 
once  entertained,  in  spite  of  experience  and  belter 
kno.vlecige,  and  against  their  own  convicnons  of  their 
erroneous  character.  Nevertheless,  sir,  it  must  be  ac- 
know-ledged,  that  what  appears  to  be  a  sudden,  as  well 
as  a  great  change,  naturally  produces  ashock.  I  con- 
fess, for  one,  I  was  shocked,  when  the  honorable  gen- 
deman,  at  the  last  session,  esjioused  this  bill  of  the  ad- 
ministrarion.  And  when  I  first  read  this  letter  of  No- 
vember, and,  in  the  short  space  of  a  column  and  a 
half,  ran  through  such  a  succession  of  political  move- 
ments, all  terminating  in  placing  the  honorable  member 
in  the  ranks  of  our  opponents,  and  cndding  him  to 
take  his  .seat,  as  he  has  done,  among  them,  if  not  at 
their  head,  I  confess  I  felt  sdll  greater  surprise.  All 
this  seemed  a  good  deal  too  abrupt.  Sudden  move- 
ments of  die  affecdons,  whether  personal  or  polidcal, 
are  alittk  out  of  naiiirr. 

Several  M  -  ■  j-.  i. -ome  of  the  wits  of  England 
wrote  a  III'  '.  p  -i  r-  iiilcd  to  ridicule  the  unnatural 
and  fabi.'  hi.  .  J  ■  ^'  .iu/iciUaUty,  of  n  certain  tJer- 
iniiii  -■  '.'■      -I  l.ituie.     In  this    [il  i\  .    t\\ci  .'iiiih'i  I- 

111-  '     ■■  '    iirr  at  an  inn.     A\". 

Hi-  I      1,1-     ,ii  the   fiiv,  and  In  t         i  . 

iiii'i.  I-  li.i  Tuij  minutes  old,  one  ^itn'^-  iip  -i  'i  '  ■- 
clidnis  to  the  other,  "A  sudden  ihouyht  strikes  nie! 
Let  us  swear  an  eternal  friendship!" 

This  alloctiontite  oiler  was  instandy  accepted,  and 
the  liiendship  duly  sworn  unchangeable  and  eternal! 
Now,  sir,  how  long  this  eternal  friendship  lasted,  or  in 
what  manner  it  ended,  those  who  wish  to  know,  may 
Ictirn  by  referrinL'  to  the  plir.'. 

But  it  seems  til  m.-,     i,  i'   ii    i lie  honorable  member 

has   carried    Ins    | n.il     ■  m'u. entaliiy  a  good  deal 

higher  than  the  llijii   ii    Hi  i  n  i  iiiun  school;  for  he  ap- 
pears to  have  iaileii  suddenly  111  love,  not  with  stran- 
gers, but  with  opponents. 
Here  we   all   had  been, 


in  the  very  crisis  of  our  affairs,  on  the  very  eve  ofvic- 
tory,  the  honorable  member  cries  out — to  the  enemy — 
not  to  us,  his  allies — but  to  the  enemy — "Holloa!  A  '' 
sudden  thought  strikes  me!  I  abandon  my  allies!  Now 
1  think  ol  it,  they  have  always  been  my  oppressors!  I 
abandon  them,  and  now  let  i/ou  and  me  sv\ear  an  eter- 
nal friendship!"' 

Such  a  proposition,  from  such  a  quarter,  sir,  was  not 
likely  to  be  long  w  ithstood.  The  other  parly  was  a  lit- 
tle coy,  but,  upon  the  whole,  nothing  loath.  After 
proper  hesitation,  and  a  little  decorous  blushing,  it  owfi- 
ed  the  soft  impeachment,  admitted  an  equally-sudden 
sympathetic  impulse  on  its  own  side;  and,  since  few 
words  are  wanted  where  hearts  are  already  known,  the 
honorable  gentleman  takes  his  place  amoii"  ids  new 
friends,  aniidst  greetings  and  caresses,  ancfis  already 
enjoying  die  sweets  of  an  eternal  friendship. 

In  tliis  letter,  Mr.  President,  the  writer  says,  in  sub- 


c,  tllilt  h,-   sa 


f.d 


ncement  of  the  last 
li'lied  dial  point,  v\  hen  he  and 
1 1  a- colli  se  they  should  take 
I  iif  ilicir  long  and  arduous 
achinents  nnd abuses  of  the 
lose    the   fruits  of  all   their 


l.hi-  111.-.  I  -liiill 


Til 


necessity  sliould 
nee.  When  that 
,  --hijuld  I  be  in 
iMPii  of  that  act, 


sioii  may  conic,!  mine  than  lean  h- 
stronger  than  a  doubt  upon  the  pi^i- 
ing  the  manufactures  and  industry  iil 
such  a  system  as  the  comproiiii^i- 
whenitsiiall  have  giinc  ilin.iii.di  Us  i 
tioii.     All  this,  however,  1  leave  to  tl 

Having  had   occasion,  Mr.    rics,  . 

nullilicatiou  and  tlic  millilu-is,  1  hegkave  to  say,  ilia 
t  have  not  done  so  fir  aiiv  pur|Ms.-  (d  reproach.  Cer 
taiiilv,  sir,  I  see  no  possible  coi,ncxi:ni,  myself,  betweei 
their'  principles  or  opinions,  and  the  support  ol   tliii 


labors 


At  that  lime,  he  says,  stale  interposition  (viz.  nullifi- 
cadon)  had  overthrown  the  piotecdng  tariff  anti  the 
American  system,  and  put  a  stop  to  congressional 
usurpation;  that  he  had  previously  been  united  with  the 
national  republicans;  and  that  their  joint  attacks  had 
brought  down  the  power  of  the  e.xeculive;  but  that,  in 
joining  such  allies,  lie  was  not  insensible  to  the  embar- 


rassment ofli 
was  danger' i. 
ing  for  e\r:i 
last,)  the  J.  - 
executive  j  ' 
divested  of  power  and 


srion;    tliai. 


h  them,  victory  itself 
,  he  had  been  wait- 
i  say,  in  September 
had  brought  down 
tration  had  become 
and  that  it  had  be- 


idluen 
come  clear  that  die  combined  attacks  of  the  allied  forces 
would  utlerlv  ovcnhrow  and  demolish  it.  All  this  he 
saw.  But  hi  .-li-A,  I  -ii,  a-  la-  ia\s  that  in  that  .-asc  the 
victory  w.iiiM  •  -  --i-  .  n-'  "  lam  "i  n.-  -  -i  i  '  ■  '-■-  t.i  his 
allies  and  :'  .  ■  -m  -  I  -!  ■  n  ■'  tr-  -m  ■  -■-  -li^t  he 
spoke  of  i...i^.ji,al  Mi  i-ii  -,  iii  a  liali.il  Ii.  j-i  1.- -niil  ob- 
jects, at  all.     He  spoke  of  his  cause. 

He  proceeds  to  say,  then,  that  never  was  there  be- 
fore, and  never,  probably,  will  there  be  again,  so  fair 
an  opportunity  for  himself  and  his  friends  to  carry  out 
their  mm  principles  and  policy,  and  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
dieir  long  and  aduous  struggle.  These  pnnciplcs  and 
this  policy,  sir,  he  it  remembered,  he  represents,  all 
alono-,  as  identified  with  the  principles  and  policy  of 
nullification.  And  he  makes  use  of  this  glorious  oppor- 
tiinitv.  liy  refusing  to  jnin  his  la-e  allies  in  any  further 
aitail-.  lii'i  iliii-iin  power,  rall)dng  anew  the  old  state 
ri-lr  i.ii  :  '  ii  III  in  check  their  old  opponents,  the 
iiaii-i  i  an  party.  This,  he  says,  would  enable 

iyii:)  1  i  j  :-  .-  ,.'  Ill-  coniplele  ascendancy  ol  his  allies, 
and  to  cui.ipc!  the  southern  division  of  the  administra- 
lion  pariy  to  occupy  die  ground  of  which  he  proposes 
to  lake  possesion,  to  wit,  the  ground  of  the  old  state- 
rigiits  parly.  They  will  have,  he  says,  no  other  alter- 
na'ive. 

Mr.  President,  stripped  of  its  military  language,  what 
is  the  amount  of  all  this,  but  that,  finding  i1ie  adminis- 
tration weak,  and  lil-.i  ^y  m  la  ..\(  iilai.-v.  ii,  il  il.c  oppo- 
sition conluiued  Willi  li  la!  niini^la  il  il  III-.  Ill  \m  lit  over 
to  it,  to  join' il;  to  ai '.  I -m.-i  It,  ii|iiin  ini.l  la  atiiiii  prin- 
ciples; and  to  (-oiiqel  the  M-irUiii  ii.iii  l->  i--  nl  lie  ad- 
ministration tonieeihim  on  those  pr:nci|il<.,':.' — in  other 
words,  to  make  a  nullfication  tidiiiinistiaiioii,  and  to 


future. 

lit,  to  speak 


contending  against  the 
d  more  particularly,  and 

most  strei -Iv.  a.  iii.-t  tin-  [iiiijects  and  experiments 

ofthe  adiiii  I  i  ..  in  iln  mriency.  The  honor- 
able meiiil"  i       i    I III.  11.  lait  only  as  an  associate, 

but  asak.uUi.  \\  t  iiaiiiiilit  we  were  making  some 
headway.  The  people  appeared  to  be  comiiie  to  our 
support  and  our  assistance.  The  country  had  been 
roused;  every  successive  election  weakening  the 
-irength  of  the  adversary,  and  increasing  our  o\\'n. 
We  were  in  this  career  of  success  carried  strongly  for- 
M  ard  by  ihe  current  of  public  opinion,  and  only  needed 
to  hear  the  cheering  voice  of  the  honorable  member, 

"Once  more  unto  the  breach,  dear  friends,  once 
more!'' 
and  wc  slioulil  have  prostrated,  forever,  this  anti-con- 
siiiiitaiiKtl,  aiiii-rii;niin-i-ci:il,  anli-republican,  andanti- 
.•\iiii  raaii  pnlii  y  nl  ilie  administration.  But,  instead 
of  dicsc  cncourayn-  and  ammaUiig  accents,  behold! 


take  such  part  in  ii   a 

.-hiaild  b.-!uiig  10  hiin  and  his 

fni-iiil-.     lli-,-.-ii!i^-i.-. 

-  I-,  ilaii  111   1  I.--  iibaiidoninghis 

alia  -,11    '1  'I'l.     .'  -i  i  '  ■ 

II   i.ii---,iril  .    1- ill  power,  he 

nn  II  I-,  1  li  a   .-111  1  1.  Vi  1  ■ 

1  1  1   ,  II  .!■<  il.   \i  inch  would  re- 

i|     1        -ii'i-  dc'ice   oi   i 

suniiion  and  liiniiiess.     In  this 

il-   -       1  -alit.    A  shock 

sir,  lies  been  created;yet  there 

'I'll,-,  ai.lministration. 

sir,  is  represented  as  succeeding 

to  die  last,  by  an  iiiheri 

aiicc  1  f  principle.    It  professes 
IS  i.f  its  illustrious  predecessor. 

to  tread  in  the  fuot-sti 

It  adopts,    reiieralK-,   t 

It-  M-iiiiiiienis,  principles,   and 

opinions,   if  ta  '  ■  ml   .1 

Ii  1  .-ili     y,;-^..rrti:.«    rnd    all: 

and  vet.  tin-      '-  i     '■-  ' 

->-■..      .  -   -  1   .1   ■'  ;■   I-.  and 

but  lately  i-     i    .       .  - 

1          1      .  .     i  (.cives 

the  houoiai           i   ' 

. -.- 1,  ■'    -     i  ^         :  '-i'aiicy; 

toallappca i.    1 

anable.k-ai'    .i-    .i- 

i'.    i'    I'il'l    -       a'l    -'.a.i'!'But! 

sir.in  all  ili, i 

,  I     1 il    -i.   i    i.i  ■  I't.    He 

means  to  go   ai.i-.id,  an 

d  ioiaki  ibun  ; n.     lit  is  in 

the  engine-car;  he  con 

lolsthe  kcomoi.ve:    His  hand 

regukites  the  sieam,  to 

ncrease  or  retard  speed,  at  his 

own  discretion.     And 

as  111  till-  uccii|uim-  of  die  pas- 

sen-  1  i-i--ii-.  ^.l,■li  >  'Ii 

i-  l-iiiii'i  a  ■■  i  i-!  .  -  il  li-n  I.-I1  as 

I  --  ."    .  .            '11-1  \-  lir-l 

lha''-l,i  >'.'.'-     ii'i  'l      -' 

i  i  li    i  1  '.  ,i  ..^li  il.L  i.;:d  of  their 

all  over.  Its  richest 
11  embraces  the  sub- 
urpaiion  will  be  heard 


journey,  they  deli    n'-i    iianl- 

The  arduous  .-n-  a  'i  i-  la- 
fruits  are  all  rcain  il;  nii'iila-at 
treasuries,  and  opinestion  and  i 
cf  no  more. 

On  the  broad  surface  of  the  country,  sir,  there  is  a 
spot  called  "die  hermitage."  In  that  residence  is  nn 
occupant  very  well  known,  and  not  a  litde  remarkable 
both  in  persoii  and  characier.  Suppns  ,  sir,  the  occu- 
pant of  theherniilage  were  now  to  open  that  dcor,  en- 
ter the  Senate,  walk  lorwaid,  and  l.n.k  .Aerilic  (-ham- 
ber  to  the  seals  nn  ila- i.tlur  .--iili-.  Tr  not  Inahieiied^, 
gendernen,  il  is  hut  ianr\'s  --ki-n-h.  .■^iipiiii-.-  la-sliould 
thus  come  in  among  us,  sir,  and  tec  i.ito  w  hose  hands 
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h;is  feilkii  iIh'  cliicf  support  of  that  adiiiinistraluiii, 
wiiicli  u'as,  in  so  yri-ai  a  deiirce,  appointed  by  liinisult, 
and  which  he  lojidiy  relied  on  loijiaiiiiiun  the  |iriiiciples 
of  his  own.  If  genlleiiien  were  now  to  see  liis  sicady 
i_iiili:ary  .<;cp,  his  erect  posture,  his  compressed  lips,  hi.s 
firudy  kniiled  brow,  and  liis  eye  full  of  fire,  I  eiini'ot 
help  thinking,  sir,  they  would  all  feci  sonieAlial  queer. 
Tnere  would  he,  I  ijnagine,  not  a  li'ile  awkward  mov- 
ing, and  shifiing  in  their  seals.  Tiiey  would  expect 
soon  to  hear  the  ro.ir  of  the  lion,  even  if  they  did  not 
feel  his  paw. 

I  preeeed,  sir,  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member, 
delivered  on  the  l3:h  ot  February  last,  in  which  he  an- 
nounces propositions,  respceiing  the  consiilniional 
power  of  eongrefs,  which,  if  they  can  be  niaiiilained, 
must  necessarily  give  a  new  direction  to  our  legislation, 
and  would  go  far  towards  showing  the  necessity  of  the 
present  bill. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  insists  that  congress  has 
no  right  to  make  general  deposites  of  the  public  revenue 
in  banks;  and  he  denies,  too,  that  it  can  auihorizo  the 
recepaon  of  any  thing  but  »old  and  sUver  in  the  pay- 
men;  of  deb:s  and  dues  to  the  government. 

These  questions,  sir,  are  questions  of  magnitude,  cer- 
tainly, and  since  they  have  been  raised,  ou^lil  lo  be 
answered. _  They  may  be  considered  Io:;ciher.  Allow 
me  in  the  first  place,  however,  to  clear  them  tVom  some 
e.xiraneons  matter.  The  honorable  member  puis  the 
first  quesiion  thus:  [lave  we  the  right  to  make  depos- 
ites in  the  banks,  in  order  lo  bestow  confidence  in 
them,  widi  a  view  to  enable  them  to  resume  specie  jiay- 
ments?  And,  by  wtiy  of  illns:ration,  .asks  ilie  liir;lu  r 
question,  whether  Government  coultl  c  >iistiiutionally 
bestow  on  individuals,  or  a  private  associalion,  Mie  sumr 
advanla'.'es,  in  order  to  enable  litem  lo  pay  their  debts;' 
But  this!  take  not  to  be  the  question.  "  The  true  in- 
quiry is,  may  not  congress  auihorize  the  pub'.ic  revenue, 
in  me  intervening  time  between  its  n.c  .\r  :i  i  I  i-  i  -,■ 
penaiuire,  to  be  deposited  in  banks,  foi  :i:  >  ;    '  '   ;- 

pose  of  safe-kcejting.  in  the  same  w;i\  j  i:  -  i  i'^ 
deposits  Iheirown  money?  -^nd  if  iliis  m.  I.  .1  f.ii.  - 
keeping  be  atlendtd  wi'h  incidental  adianiaue.-,  of 
considerable  impor  ance  to  tlte  community,  is  not  that 
a  reason  which  may  properly  .govern  the  discretion  of 
congress  in  the  ca.=e;  To  benefit  the  banks,  or  to  bene- 
fit ihe  community,  is,  in  this  case,  not  the  main  objcci; 
it  is  only  the  incideni;  and  as  to  ihe  ease  put  fur  illus- 
tration, it  would  not  be  e.xpec'ed  ol  congress,  certain- 
ly, to  make  deposites  witn  individuals  wiih  a  view 
principally,  of  enahhnn;  such  individuals  to  pay  tlieir 
debts:  it  might,  nevcrtneless,  be  very  compeient  to  con- 
gress, in  some  cases,  and  a  very  proper  exerci.'e  of  iis 
power,  todepjsile  money,  even  with  individual.s,  in 
such  planner  as  ihat  it  might  be  advantageous  to  the 
depositary.  This  incidental  or  consequential  advan- 
tage residts,  often,  from  the  nature  of  ihe  transaction, 
and  is  inseparable  from  i;.  It  may  always  be  enjoyed, 
more  or  less,  by  any  one,  who  holds  public  money  for 
disbursement.  In  order  to  the  necessary  exercise  of  any 
of  its  pjwers,  government  doubdess  may  make  con- 
tracts with  banks  or  other  corporations  as  well  as  with 
individuals.  If  it  has  occasion  to  buy  bills  of  exchange, 
it  may  buy  them  of  banks.  If  it  has  stock  or  treasury 
notes  to  sell,  it  may  sell  to  banks,  as  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  lately  proposed.  It  may  employ  hanks, 
therefore,  at  its  discretion,  for  the  keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  as  those  nuneys  must  be  kept  somewhere. 
It  can  no  more  need  a  specific  gram  of  power  in  the 
constituiion  for  such  a  purpose,  than  one  merchant,  be- 
coming a^ent  for  another  to  receive  and  pay  out  mo- 
ney, would  need  a  particular  clause  in  his  authority, 
enabling  him  to  use  banks  for  these  purposes  as  other 
persons  use  them.  No  question  has  ever  been  raised  in 
this  government  about  the  power  of  congress  to  author- 
ize such  depasiies.  Mr.  Mndison,  in  opposing  the  first 
bank  charter  in  1791,  argvted,  strenuously,  that  a  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  not  necessary  to  government 
as  a  depository  of  the  public  moneys,  becauso,  he  in- 1 
sisteJ,  iis  use  could  be  supplied  by  other  banks.  This 
sufiictendy  shows  his  opinion.  And  in  1500,  congress 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  collectors  of  customs  to  de- 
posile  bonds  for  duUes  in  the  bank  and  its  bra:ic!ie3  for 
collection. 

When  the  charter  of  the  first  bank  expired,  in  ISll, 
almost  every  geinleman  who  opposed  its  renewal  con- 
tended that  it  w'a-s  tiot  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  dcposi'es  of  revenue,  because  state  banks 
could  answer  all  such  purposes  equally  well.  A  strong 
and  prevaihn"  tone  of  argument  runs  ihrongh  all  Uic 
speeches  on  that  occasion,  tending  to  this  conclusion, 
viz.  that  government  may  derive  from  sta'c  banks  all 
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that  congress  cannot,  constitutionally,  authorize  the 
receipl  ol  hiiuk  notes,  though  they  be  notes  of  specie- 
ptiyiug  banks,  in  payment  of  debi's  lo  government;  be- 
cause, he  says,  that  would  nitikc  tlieni  money;  and  if 
we  make  iliem  money,  then  are  v.e  bound  I'o  conlrol 
and  regulate  that  money.  Most  ciitainly,  sir,  I  agree 
with  ihe  honorable  member,  that  when  bank  notes  be- 
come iinniey,  we  are  bciiiul  lo  control  and  regulate 
them.  I  thank  him  tor  this  admissimi;  .since  it  goes  u 
great  way  to  support  lliat  propusiiion,  tor  wliicli  I  have 
been  conlending.  That  bank  notes  have  become  mo- 
ney in  fact,  that  ihey  answer  the  uses  of  money,  ihal, 
in  inany  respects,  Ihe  law  treats  them  asuu  ney,  is  cer- 
lain.  Why,  then,  are  "e  not  alreaily  bound  to  control 
ami  regulate  ilnni'  The  gentleman' will  s;iy,  bcctiuse 
we  have  not, ourselves,  mtide  litem  money.  But  Is  ihat 
any  answer?  If  they  have  become  money  in  liici,  ihey 
require  the  same  regulut:on,  and  we  have  the  same 
autliuiity  to  bestow  il,  as  if  they  had  acquired  that 
character  by  any  acts  of  our  own:  because  our  power 
is  general;  il  is  to  take  care  of  the  money  of  ihe  coun- 
try, and  to  regulate  all  die  great  concerns  of  commerce. 

But  let  us  see  how  ihis  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member  stands  upon  the  autlioriiies  in  our  own  his- 
tory. 

\Vhen  iho  first  bank  was  cstabhslied,  the  riglit  of 
congress  to  create  such  a  corporation  was,  as  we  all 
know,  very  much  dispuied.  Large  majorities,  how- 
ever, in  both  houses,  were  of  opinion  that  the  right  ex- 
isted, and  Ihey  llicrelore  granted  the  charter;  and  in 
this  charter  ihere  was  an  e.\|ir(ss  provision  ibtit  the 
bills  of  Ihc  bank  should  be  receivable  in  all  paymenis 
lo^'ovcrnmcni.  Those  whoopixisid  the  bank  did  iiol 
ooipi-i  to  ihis  ^-iause:  on  ihe  contrary,  ihev  went  even 
inii.h  iMli.r;  and  Mr  .Madis  ■"•     '       '   ' 

I  .i:loi  ■■-  iiiijlit   grant  or  ref 
|iii-.  ill  L'e  ol  liiiving  their  noli'< 
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which  die  gentleman  himsilf  reported;  and  it  passed 
without  olijectioii  from  any  ipiar  cr.  bull  his  is  not  all. 
.\Ii.  Piesidcni.  let  us  look  inio  the  proceedings  of  the 
session  of  Idl5-'1G,  a  liltlc  more  closely.  At  the  com- 
meneemenlof  that  scssioo,  Mr.  .Aladison  drew  our  ai- 
lenlion  to  the  slate  of  tip-  currency;  by  which  he  meant 
the  paper  eurrency  of  ihe  country,  which  was  then 
very  inucli  disordered,  as  the  banks  had  sus|)en(ied 
specie  payment  during  the  war,  and  had  not  resumed. 
Karly  in'  the  progress  cf  the  session,  ilie  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  moved  that  this  part  of 
Iho  message  should  be  referred  loa  select  commiiiee. 
It  was  so  ordered.  Tlie  conimitlee  was  raised,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  placed  at  its  head.  As  chair- 
man of  the  eoniuiittee,  he  introduced  the  bank  bill,  ex- 
plained it,  defended  it,  and  carried  it  iriumpluindy 
through  the  house,  having  in  it  the  provision  which  I 
have  before  mentioned. 

But  tlierc  is  something  more.  ."Vt  the  same  session 
the  gentleman  introduced  ihe  bill  for  the  further  col- 
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le^al  enactment  in  the  history  of  tli,.-  governtocnt,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  tne  notes  of  stale  banks 
should  be  considered  and  treated  as  money  at  the 
treasury.  Still  fui-iher,  sir.  The  bill  containing  this 
provision  did  not  pass  the  hou'="e;  and  as  I  deemed  some 
provision  necessary,  indispensably  necespary,  f -r  the 
state  of  things  then  existing,  I  introduced,  I  think,  the 
very  next  day  after  the  failure  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's bill,  three  resolutions.  The  two  first  were  mere- 
ly declaratory,  asserting  that  all  duties,  ta.xes,  anil  im- 
posts, ought  to  be  uniform,  and  thtit  the  revenue^  of  the 
Unied  S.aies  ought  to  be  collccied  and  received  in  ihe 
legal  currency,  or  in  treasury  notes,  o  the  noies  of  the 
B.ink  of  the  Utihed  States,  as  by  lav.'  provided.  Tliese 
iwo  resolutions  I  agreed  to  waive,  as  it  was  thuught 
they  were  not  c'-sendal,  and  that  ihey  might im;ily  some 
degree  of  censure  upon  past  transactions.  Tiie  third 
resolution  was  in  these  words: 

•Wild  resolved,  J'urllier,  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  lo 
adojjt  such  measures  as  he  may  d:;em  necessary  to 
ay  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debt 


',  as  soon  ,       .  ... 

w.,.j  „>....^  ..,^.,.  cu,-  „„...,.,  „,.,„umsof  money  accruioL'or  becoming  pyable  to  the 
the  benelft  wliich  a  bank  of  the  Uni-ed  States  could  United  States,  t.)  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  icgalcur- 
render.  In  131G,  when  the  charier  of  the  last  bank  was  rency  of  the  United  Stales,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes 
granted,  it  conlained,  as  originallv  presented,  no  pro-  ot  ihe  Bank  of  the  Untied  States,  as  aforesaid;  and 
vision  for  making  the  public  dep.>sites  in  the  bank.  The  !  that  from  and  after  the  Ut  day  ol  February  next,  no 
biil  was  probably  drawn,  in  tliis  particular,  from  the  '  such  du  les,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  ot  money  accrumi,' 
model  of  ihe  first  charter,  in  which  no  such  clause  was  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States  as  aforesaid, 
contained,  without  advening  to  the  law  of  LSOO;  but  a  1  ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the 
section  vvos  introduced,  on  my  motion,  making  it  the  |  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  irea.sury  no — 


duty  of  collectors  to  deposite  the  public  moiievs  in  the 
bank  and  its  branches.  It  was  this  secnon  of  the  law 
which  some  of  us  thought  was  violateil  by  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  Tlie  main  object  of  the  cieposilc  bill 
of  1S36,  as  we  know,  .vas  to  regulate  depjsiies  of  the 
public  money  with  the  state  banks;  so  thai,  from  the 
commencement  of  'he  government  to  the  present  li:ne, 
nobody  h.is  thought  of  making  any  question  of  the  con- 
stitutional pcyver  of  congress  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments 
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or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  as  afore- 
said.'' 

The  senate  will  perceive  that,  in  this  resolution  of 
mine,  there  was  no  provision  whatever  fir  receiving 
bank  notes,  except  of  ilie  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
according  to  its  charier.  Well,  what  happened  ihere- 
on?  Why,  sir,  if  you  look  into  the  National  Inielli- 
trencer  of  a  succcedim;  dav,  you  will  find  it  stated, 
tliat  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  lo  amend  Mr.  Web>ter's  re- 
solution by  'exlendini:  its  yroviswns  lo  Ihe  iiolts  of  nil 


The  gentleman's  other  proposition,  and    which  hn,  bunk.<  wIMt  ^Iwuld,  oi  Ihe  Iwuj  specified  lherem,piii/  Ijwi 
lays  down  with  still  more  confidence  and  emphasis,  is,  I  iiolei  in  specie  on  demand." 


This  umendment  was  opposed,  and  for  n  lime  dc- 
leaied:  buliiwas  reiicweu,  and  linully  prevailed.  It 
was  iiicorporaled  into  ihe  lesoluuon,  becume  pun  of 
the  law  ol  ihe  land,  and  so  remuins  at  ihis  very  mo- 
Hunt.  Sir,  may  1  not  iiowtay  lo  the  honorable  nn  m- 
brr,  Ihat  il  the  cunsliiulion  of  the  country  has  been 
violated  by  trcuimg  bank  notes  as  money — 'Tliou  art 
the  man!" 

lloiv  IS  it  po.ssible,  sir,  the  gendenian  could  so  far 
lorget  liis  ow  II  agency  in  ihese  iiiost  imporiQnl  iraiisac- 
tions,  us  lo  siaiKl  up  iieie,  the  oilier  day,  and  wiih  ua 
air  nol  jiily  ol  conlhlence,  but  of  defiance,  say:  "But 
I  take  a  s.ill  higher  ground;  1  sirike  ai  ihe  rool  of  the 
mischiei.  1  uciiy  li.e  nghl  of  ihis  govermiieni  to  treat 
bank  notes  as  mi.niy  in  us  /iseal  Iransaciions.  On  Mils 
great  question  1  never  have  beloie  eomimlled  my:  ell", 
lliougli  not  generally  disposed  lo  ubsiam  from  loiiniiig 
or  oxprcssiiig  opinions.'' 

1  will  only  add,  sir,  that  this  reception  and  payment 
ot  bank  noics  was  expre.sslv  recognised  by  ilie  act  of 
the  lldi  A|.nl,  Isiiii;  l,v  ih,  d.  positc  uci  of  June  of  that 
year,  and  by  ihe  bill  vvlncli  pusi*d  both  houses  in  l(tlJ7, 
but  uh;ch  ihe  pus. dim  uiu  nciiliir approve  i.o,  re; urn. 
In  all  ihesi;  act  ,  sj  far  as  I  know,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber Iroin  South  Carolina  himself  concurred. 

So  much  lor  au'horil}'. 

Bat  now.  sir,  wliai  is  ihe  priiici|)le  of  conslrucuon 
upon  v\  Inch  Ihe  gentleman  relies  lo  susiam  his  doc- 
trine? "The  geuius  of  our  co.istiiulioii,"  lie  says,  "is 
oppo.scd  to  ihe  a.-sumplion  ol  po.ver.''  This 'is  un- 
doubtedly true:  no  one  can  deny  it.  But  he  adds, 
"«  halever  povv  er  il  gives,  is  expreiily  grained." 

Liui  I  think,  sir,  Ilus  by  no  mean's  lollows  from  iho 
first  proposiiioii.  and  cannot  be  mainiamed.  It  is  doebi- 
less  true  dial  no  power  la  to  be  u.'-suincd;  but  then  pow- 
ers in.iy  be  inferred,  or  necessarily  implied,  li  is  not  a 
question  of  assumption,  it  is  a  question  of  lair,  just, 
and  reasonable  inleience.  To  hold  that  no  power  is 
gianied,  and  no  iiicans  auiliorizcd,  but  sucli  us  are 
grtiiited  or  authorized  by  e.\press  words,  would  be  to 
establish  a  docrim-  that  would  |nit  an  e.id  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Il  could  no.  last  iliroiigli  a  single  session  of 
congress.  If  such  opinions  hail  pievailed  in  the  be- 
ginning, it  never  could  liave  been  put  in  motion,  and 
would  not  have  drawn  lis  first  brcaili.  -My  friend,  near 
me,  livm  Uelawarc,  has  gone  so  fully  and  so  ably  into 
this  pan  of  the  siibjccl,  mat  it  has  become  quite  'unne- 
cessary for  me  to  pursue  it.  Where  the  coiibiiiution 
conlers  on  congress  a  general  power,  or  imposes  a 
general  duly,  all  other  powers  necessary  for  the  e.ter- 
ci.se  of  Uiai  general  power,  and  for  fullilhng  that  duiy, 
are  implied,  so  ttir  a-s  ihere  is  no  prohibiiiun.  We  act 
every  nay  upon  this  iirinciple,  and  could  not  carry  on 
the  governmcni  without  its  aid.  Under  the  power  to 
coin  money,  we  build  expen.-ivc  minis — fill  iheiii  with 
ofiicers — punish  such  oliicers  tor  embezzlement — buy 
bullion — and  exercise  various  odicr  acts  of  power. 

The  couslitu. Ion  says  Ihat  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  be  vesiwd  in  certain  courts.  Under 
this  gem  ral  auilioriiy  we  nol  only  eslablislisueh  courls, 
but  pio'eci  ihctr  records  by  penalties  against  forgery, 
and  the  puriiy  of  tiieir  adntimstralioa  liy  punisning 
perjuries. 

'I'ne  deiiartmont  of  the  post  office  is  another,  and 
signal  iiisuuice,  of  ihe  eMciit  and  necessity  of  implied 
pn.r:  .  Til'  w'.r'.  ..  ,  h,,iity  of  congress  over  ihia 
-iihj  ■■;  ;,  I  '.;■:  I  i;i  ..  ;  ,  Il  ,v  vvords;  ilicy  arc  mere- 
1..  'ill-  .,!>:  .  I  I  .,  ..:Ii,  .  a. id  posi  roads."  U.ider 
ilii.^.-hori  and  gi  ii.::.l  :,:.ini,  laws  of  congress  have 
been  extended  lo  a  great  variety  of  very  iiiiporlaot  en- 
acti.icnis,  without  tlie  specific  grant  of  any  power 
w  hatever,  as  any  one  may  see  who  will  look  over  the 
post  olfice  laws.  In  these  laws,  among  otiier  provi- 
sions, penalties  arc  eimcted  against  a  gn  at  number  of 
olVences;  thus  deducting  the  highest  exercise  of  crimi- 
nal juristliclioii,  by  reasonable  and  neces.sary  inl'ercnce, 
from  ilic  I'cncral  auilioriiy.  But  I  forbear  from  iraveni- 
ing  a  field  already  so  fully  explored. 

'I'liere  :ire  one  or  Iwo  ollu:r  remarks,  sir,  In  the  gcn- 
deinan'j  speech,  which  1  must  not  cirjrely  omit  to  no- 
tice. 

In  speaking  of  the  beneficial  elTecisof  this  measure, 
one.  he  says,"vvould  be,  tiiat  "die  weight  of  the  banks 
would  be  lalwcn  from  the  side  of  the  tux-t:onsutuers, 
where  it  has  been,  from  the  commenccnieni  ol  the 
government,  and  placed  on  the  side  of  the  lujc-puijers. 
This  great  divi.sion  o{  the  comniunity  necessaiily  grows 
out  ot  the  fiscal  action  of  thegoveriiinent." 

Sir,  I  utreriy  deny  that  there  is  ihc  least  foundation, 
in  fact,  f^ir  tins  disnnciion.  It  is  an  odious  disimcuon, 
calculated  lo  inspire  envy  and  hatred;  and  being,  as  1 
th  nk  wholly  groundless,  lis  suggestion,  and  the  en- 
deavor to  maintain  ii,  ought  lo  be  resisted,  and  renelled. 
We  are  all  tax-payers,  in  the  United  Sate.s,  who  use 
ariicles  on  which  imposts  are  laid;  and  who  is  there 
thai  is  excused  from  this  ta.\,  or  docs  not  pav  his  jiroper 
part  of  it,  according  to  his  consumpiion?  Certainly  no 
one. 

On  the  other  hand,  who  arc  the  ta.x-conaumcrs? — 
Clearly,  the  army,  the  navy,  the  lab.irers  on  public 
works,  and  other  persons  in  govcrnmeni  cnipluyment. 
Bui  even  these  tire  not  idle  consumers;  ihey  are  agcnis 
of  the  government  and  of  'he  people.  Pensioners  may 
be  considered  as  persons  who  enjoy  benefit  from  ihe 
public  lajtes  of  the  country,  without  retideriiig  jireseiit 
service  in  rclurn;  but  the  legal  iirovisiontijr  them  s'lmds 
on  the  ground  of  previous  merits,  which  none  Cvny. 
If  we  had  a  vtLst  national  debt,  the  Unnual  inierest  ol 
which  was  a  charge  upon  the  counliy,  llic  liolders  ol 
I  this  debt  might  be  considered  as  lax-consumers.  But 
I  we  have  no  such  debt.    If  tlie  disiiuction,  therefore, 
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which  ihe  gentleman  states  exists  anywhere,  nwst  cer- 
taintly  it  does  jut  exist  acre.  And  I  caiinot  but  ex- 
ceeJi.i<'ly  reo-ret  tliat  sentiments  atid  opiiifjns  should 
be  expressed' here,  having  so  httle  t.)andation,  and  vet 
so  well  calculated  to  spreai  prejuiice  and  dislike,  tar 
and  wide,  against  the  government  and  mstitulions  ot 
the  country.  ,    ,   ,  ,11. 

B  It  sir  [  hive  extended  the^e  remarks  already  to  a 
len"  h  for  whtch  I  find  no  justification  but  in  my  pro- 
found conviction  of  the  importance  of  ihis  crisis  m  our 
national  alTan's.  We  are,  as  it  seems  to  me,  about  to 
rush  madly  from  our  proper  spheres.  We  aie  to  relin- 
quish the  performance  of  our  own  incumbent  diities; 
to  abandon  the  exercise  of  essential  powers,  confided 
by  theconsilufion  10  our  hands,  for  the  good  ol  the 
country.  This  was  my  opinion  in  September — it  is  my 
opinion  now.  What  we  propose  to  do.  and  what  we 
omit  to  do,  are,  in  my  judgment,  likely  to  make  a  fear- 
ful, perhaps  a  fatal,  inroad  upon  the  unity  ol  commerce 
be'vveen  these  states,  as  well  as  to  embarrass  and 
harass  the  employments  of  the  people,  and  to  prolong 
the  existing  evils.  ,  .   ,      ,  •  i. 

Sir,  whatever  we  may  think  of  it  now.  the  constitu- 
tion had  Its  immediate  origin  in  the  conviction  of  the 
necessity  for  tliis  uniformity,  or  idenuty,  in  commercial 
regulations.  , 

The  whole  historv  of  the  country,  of  every  year  and 
every  nioiuh,  from  the  close  of  the  vvar  ot  the  revolu- 
tion to  ITS  J,  proves  this.  Over  whatever  other  iiiter- 
ests  it  -vas  made  to  extend,  and  whatever  other  bless- 
ings it  now  does,  or  hereafter  may,  confer  on  the  mil- 
lions of  free  citizens  who  do  or  shall  live  under  its  pro- 
tection; even  though  in  fime  to  come,  it  should  raise  11 
pyramid  of  power  and  grandeur,  whose  apex  should 
look  down,  on  the  loftiest  political  structures  ol  other 
nations  and  other  ages,  it  will  yet  be  true,  that  it 
was  Itself  the  child  of  pressing  commercial  neces- 
sity. Unity  and  identity  of  commerce  among  all  the 
states  was  its  seminal  principle.  It  had  been  found 
absolutely  impossible  to  excite  or  foster  enterprise  in 
trade,  under  the  influence  of  discordant  and  jarring 
state  regulations.  Ttie  country  was  losing  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  its  position.  Tne  revolution  itsell  was  he- 
ginniiTg  to  be  regarded  as  a  doubtful  blessing.  The 
ocean  before  us  was  a  barren  waste.  No  Americari 
canvass  whitened  its  bosom— no  keels  of  ours  ploughed 
Its  waters.  The  journals  of  the  congress  ot  tne  c  Jnte- 1 
deration  show  ihe  most  constant,  unceasing,  unwearied, 
but  always  unsuccessful  appeals  to  the  states  and  the 
people,  to  renovate  the  system,  to  infuse  into  that  con- 
federation at  onci:  a  spirit  of  union  and  a  spirit  of  ac- 
tivity, by  conferring  on  congress  the  p  )wer  over  trade. 
By  nothing  but  the  peiception  of  its  indi.spensable  ne- 
cessity— by  nothing  but  their  consciousness  ot  suneiing 
from  us  want,  were  the  states  and  the  people  brought, 
and  brought  by  slow  degrees,  to  invest  this  power,  in  a 
permanent  and  competent  government. 

S,r,  hearken  to  the  fervent  language  of  the  old  con- 
gress in  .luly,  1785,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  states, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  King,  and  other  great 
names,  now  transferred  fr.  m  the  lists  ot  living  men,  to 
the  records  which  carry  down  the  fame  of  the  disfin- 
guished  dead.  The  proposition  before  them,  the  great 
objects  to  which  they  so  solicitously  endeavored  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  states,  was  this,  viz:  that  "ihe 
United  Slates,  in  congress  assembled,  should  have  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  trade  o  the 
states,  as  well  widi  foreign  nations  as  with  each  other. 
This,  they  say,  is  urged  upon  the  states  by  every  coiisi- 
derarion  of  local  as  well  as  of  federal  uolicy;  and  they 
beseech  them  to  agree  to  it,  if  they  wish  to  promote  the 
strength  of  the  union,  and  to  connect  it  by  the  str.mg- 
est  ties  ot  interest  and  affection.  This  was  in  Jaly, 
17S5.  ,  , 

In  the  same  spirit,  and  for  the  same  end,  vv.is  that 
most  important  resolution  which  was  adopted  in  the 
ho.ise  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  on  the  '21st  day  ot  the 
fo'lowin"  .lanu  iry.     Sir,  I  read  the  resolution  entire. 

'■Resoloed,  That  Edmund  Ran  lolph,  and  others  be 
appointed  commissioners,  who,  or  any  five  of  whom, 
shall  meet  such  commissioners  as  may  be  appoinieJ  by 
the  other  stales  in  the  union,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be 
agreed  on,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  ot  the 
United  States;  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and 
trade  of  the  said  states;  10  consider  how  tar  a  uuilorm 
system  in  their  commercial  regulations  may  be  neces- 
sary to  their  coniinon  interest  and  their  permanent  har- 
mony, and  to  11  p  Ml  10  the  several  sta'cs  such  an  atjt 
relative  lo  this  gnat  object,  as,  when  unanimously  rati- 
fied by  them,  will  enable  th<?  United  States,  in  congress 
assembled,  efiiictually  to  provide  for  the  same:  that  t be 
said  commissi'iners  shall  immediately  transmit  to  the 
several  states,  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution,  with  a 
circular  letter  requesting  their  concurrence  therein  iind 
proposing  a  time  and  place  for  the  meetino;  atoresaid. 

Here,  sir,  let  us  pause.  Let  us  linger,  at  ihe  wallers  ot 
this  original  fountain.  Let  us  coiiiiemplate  this,  the 
first  step,  in  that  series  of  proceedings,  so  hill  ol  great 
events  to  us  and  the  world.  Notwilh^iiaiulinu  the  em- 
barrassment and  distress  of  the  eoiiiiiry,  ilii'  rermn- 
mendation  of  the  old  congress  had  iiol  been  complied 
with.  Every  attempt  to  bring  the  slate  legislatures  mlo 
any  harmony  of  acHon,  or  any  pursuit  ot  a  coininon 
object,  had  signally  and  disastrously  failed.  The  exi- 
gency of  ihe  case  called  for  a  new  movement;  for  a 
more  direct  and  powerful  attempt  to  bring  the  good 
sense  and  patriotism  of  the  country  into  action  upon 
the  crisis.     A  solemn  assembly  was  thcref  ire  proposed 

a  general  convenuon  of  delegates  trom  all  the  states. 

And  now,  sir,  what  was  the  exigency!  What  was  this 
crifiis?    Look  at  the  resolution  itself;  there  is  not  an 


idea  in  it  but  trade.  Commerce!  commerce!  is  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  it.  Tne  subject  to  be  considered 
and  exam. lie  1  was  "(he  relative  situation  of  the  trade 
of  the  states;"  and  the  object  to  be  obtained  was  the 
"establishment  of  a  uniform  system  in  their  commer- 
cial regulations,  as  necessary  to  the  common  interest 
and  their  permanent  harmony.''  This  is  all.  And,  sir, 
by  the  adoption  of  this  ever-memorable  resolution,  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  on  the  '21st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 17ci6,  performed  the  first  act  in  the  train  of  mea- 
sures which  resulted  in  that  conshtulion,  under  the  au- 
thority of  which  you  noA-  sit  in  that  chair,  and  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  addressing  the  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  a  northern  man.  I  am  attach- 
ed to  one  of  the  States  of  the  north,  by  the  ties  of  birth 
and  parentage,  education,  and  the  associations  of  early 
life;  and  by  sincere  gratitude  for  proofs  of  public  confi- 
(lence  early  bestowed.  I  am  bound  to  another  north- 
ern state  by  adoption,  by  long  residence,  by  all  the 
cords  of  social  and  domestic  life,  a  id  by  an  attachment 
and  regard,  springing  from  her  manifestations  of 
approbation  and  fav.ir,  which  grapple  me  to  her  with 
hooks  of  steel.  And  yet,  sir,  with  the  same  sincertty 
ol^  respect,  the  same  deep  gratitude,  the  same  rever- 
ence, a  id  hearty  g.»d  will,  with  which  I  would  pay  a 
similar  tribute  to  either  of  these  states,  do  I  here  ac- 
knowledge the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  be  enti- 
tletl  to  the  honor  of  commencing  the  work  of  esiab- 
hshing  this  constitution.  The  honor  is  hers,  let  her 
enjoy  it;  let  her  forever  wear  it  proudly;  thefe  is  not  a 
brighter  jewel  in  the  tiara  that  adorns  her  brow.  Let 
this  resolution  stand,  illustraiing  her  records,  and  bla- 
zoning her  name  through  all  Ume! 

The  meeting,  sir,  proposed  by  the  resolution  was 
holden.  It  took  place,  as  all  know,  in  Annapol.s,  in 
May  of  the  same  year;  but  it  was  thinly  attended,  and 
i's  luembers,  very  wisely,  adopted  measures  to  bring 
about  a  fuller  and  more  general  convention.  Their 
letter  to  the  states  on  this  occasion  is  full  of  instruction. 
It  shows  their  sense  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the 
country.  In  their  meditations  on  the  subject,  they  saw 
the  extent  to  which  the  commercial  power  must  neces- 
sai  tly  extend.  The  sagacity  of  Nevy  Jersey  had  led 
her,  in  agreeing  to  the  original  proposition  of  Virginia, 
to  enlarge  the  object  of  tne  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners, so  as  to  embrace  not  only  commercial  regula- 
tions, but  oilier  imiJOitaiil  iimllers.  This  suggestion  the 
CO  nmissioners  ad.ip  ed,  because  they  thought,  as  they 
infirm  us; '  tliat  the  power  of  regulating  trade  isot  such 
comprehensive  extent,  and  will  enter  so  far  into  the 
general  system  ol  the  federal  governmeni,  t  at  to  give 
it  eilicacy,  and  to  obviate  questions  and  doubts  con- 
cerning its  precise  nature  and  limits,  might  require  a 
corresponding  adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the  federal 
system.''  Here  you  see,  sir,  that  other  powers,  such  as 
are  now  in  the  constitution,  were  expected  to  branch 
out  of  the  necessary  commercial  power;  and,  there- 
fore, the  letter  of  the  commissioners  concludes  with  re- 
comnie.iding  a  general  convention,  "to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  vihole  situalion  of  Ihe  United  SuUes,  and 
to  devise  such  further  provisions  as  should  appear  ne 
necessary  to  render  the  constitution  of  the  tederal 
government  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  .he  union." 

The  re^ultof  that  convention  was  the  present  consti- 
tution. And  yet  in  the  midst  of  all  this  Hood  or  light, 
respecting  its  original  objects  and  purposes,  and  with 
all  the  adequate  powers  wdiich  it  confers,  we  abandon 
the  commerce  ot  the  country,  we  betray  its  interests, 
we  turn  ourselves  away  from  its  most  crying  necessi- 
ties- Sir,  it  will  be  a  fact,  stamped  in  deep  and  dark 
lines  upon  our  annals;  it  will  be  a  truth,  which  in  all 
lime  ran  never  be  denied  or  evaded,  that  if  this  constitu- 
tion shall  not,  now  and  hereafter,  be  .so  administered  as 
to  maintain  a  uniform  system  in  all  matters  ot  trade;  it 
it  shall  not  protect  and  regulate  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  in  all  its  great  interests,  in  its  foreign  inter- 
course, in  its  dollR■^lll■  iiiirrciiirse,  in  its  navigation,  in 
its  currency,  in  e-v<  i\  ilnni:  w  huh  fairly  belongs  to  the 
whole  idea  of  CL.niniLU-e,  I  iiliir  as  an  end,  an  agent, 
or  an  instrument,  then  that  constitution  will  have  failed, 
utterly  failed  to  accomplish  the  precise,  distinct,  origin- 
al object,  in  which  it  had  its  being. 

In  matters  of  traile,  we  were  no  longer  to  he  Geor- 
gians, Virginians,  Pennsylvanians,  or  Massachusetts 
men.  We  were  to  have  but  ore  commerce,  and  that 
the  coinincrce  of  the  United  States.  Tnerc  were  not 
to  be  separate  flags,  waving  over  separate  commercial 
systems.  There  was  to  be  one  flag,  the  E  pll'KIBUS 
u.-ium;  and  toward  that  was  to  be  that  rally  ot  united 
interests  and  afiections,  which  our  fathers  liad  so  ear- 
nestly invoked. 

Mr.  President,  this  unity  of  commercial  regulation  is, 
in  my  opinion,  indispensable  to  the  satcty  of  the  union 
of  the  states  themselves.  In  peace  it  is  its  strongest  tie. 
I  care  not,  sir,  on  what  side,  or  in  which  of  its  branches, 
it  may  be  attacked.  Every  successful  attack  upon  it, 
made  anywhere,  weakens  the  whole,  and  renders  the 
iiexl  us,sault  easier  and  more  dangerous,  .\ny  dniial 
of  its  just  powers  is  an  attack  upon  it.  We  attack  it, 
most  fiercely  attack  it,  whenever  we  say  we  will  noi 
exercise  the  powers  which  it  enjoins.  If  the  court  had 
yielded  to  the  pretensions  of  respectable  states  upon 
the  subject  of  steam  navigation,  and  to  the  retaliatory 
proceeJings  of  other  states;  if  retreat  and  excuse,  and 
disavowal  of  power  htid  been  prevniling  sentiments 
then,  in  what  condition,  111  tins  moment,  let  me  ask, 
would  the  steam  navigation  of  the  country  be  found  ? 
To  us,  sir,  to  us,  his  countrymen,  to  11s,  who  feel  so  much 
admiration  for  his  genius,  and  so  much  gratitude  for 
hia  services,  Fulton  would  have  lived  almost  in  vain. 


State  grants  and  state  exclusions  would  have  covered 
over  till  our  waters. 

Sir,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  such  things,  that  the  first 
violation,  or  the  first  departure  from  true  principles, 
draws  more  important  violations  or  departures  afier  it; 
and  the  first  surrender  of  just  authority  will  be  followed 
by  others  more  to  be  deplored.  If  commerce  be  a  unit, 
to  break  it  in  any  one  part,  is  to  decree  its  ultimate  dis- 
memberment in  all.  If  there  be  made  a  first  chasm, 
though  it  be  small,  through  that  the  whole  wild  ocean 
will  poUi  in,  and  we  may  then  throw  up  embankments 
in  vain. 

Sir,  the  spirit  of  union  is  particularly  liable  to  tempta- 
tion and  seduction,  in  moments  ot  peace  and  pros- 
perity. In  war,  this  spirit  is  strengthened  by  a  sense  of 
common  danger,  and  by  a  thousand  recollections  of 
ancient  efforts  and  ancient  glory  in  a  common  cause. 
In  the  calms  of  a  long  peace,  and  the  absence  ol  all  ap- 
parent causes  of  alarm,  things  near  gain  an  ascenden- 
cy over  things  remote.  Local  interests  and  feelings 
overshadow  national  senriiuents.  Our  attenfion,  our 
regard,  and  our  attachment,  are.every  moment  solicit- 
eti  to  what  touches  us  closest,  atid  we  teel  less  and  less 
the  attraction  of  a  distant  orb.  Such  tendencies,  we 
are  bound  by  true  patriotism,  and  by  our  love  of  union, 
to  resist.  This  is  our  duly;  and  the  moment,  in  my 
judgment,  has  arrived  when  that  duty  is  summoned  to 
action.  We  hear,  every  day,  sentiments  and  argu- 
ments, which  would  become  a  .iieeiing  of  envoys,  em- 
ployed by  separate  governments,  more  than  they  be- 
come the  common  legislature  of  a  united  c  luntry. 
Constant  appeals  are  made  to  lot^al  interests,  to  geo- 
graphical distinctions,  and  to  the  policy  and  the  pnde 
of  particular  states.  It  would  sometimes  appear  that 
it  was,  or  as  if  it  were,  a  settled  purpose,  to  convince 
the  pe*)ple  that  our  union  is  nothing  but  a  jumble  of 
ditferent  and  discordant  interests,  which  must,  ere  long, 
be  all  returned  to  their  original  state  ot  separate  exis- 
tence; as  if,  therelbre,  it  was  of  no  great  value  while  it 
should  last,  and  it  was  not  likely  to  last  long.  The 
processs  of  disintegration  begins,  by  urging  the  fact  of 
ditTerent  interests. 

S.r,  is  not  the  end  obvious,  to  which  all  this  leads  usi 
Who  (loes  not  see  that,  if  convictions  of  this  kind  take 
possession  of  the  pubhc  mind,  our  union  can  hereafter 
be  nothing,  while  it  remains,  but  a  connexion  without 
harmony;  a  bond  without  atl'ection;  a  theatre  for  the 
angry  contests  of  lucal  ft-Llings,  local  objects,  and  local 
jealousies?  Even  while  it  continues  to  e.xist,  in  name, 
it  may,  by  these  means,  become  nothing  but  the  men: 
form  of  a  united  government.  My  children,  and  the 
chililren  of  those  who  sit  around  me,  may  meet,  per- 
haps, in  this  chainber,  in  the  next  generation;  but  if 
tendencies,  now  but  too  obvious,  be  not  checked,  they 
will  meet  as  strangers  and  aliens.  They  will  feel  no 
sense  of  common  interest  or  common  country:  they 
will  cherish  no  common  object  of  patriotic  love.  If  the 
same  Saxon  language  shall  fall  from  their  lips,  it  niay 
be  the  chief  proof  that  they  belong  to  the  same  nation. 
Its  vital  principle  exhausted  and  gone,  its  power  of 
doing  good  terminated,  nov/  productive  only  of  strife 
and  contention,  and  no  longer  sustained  by  a  sense  of 
common  interest,  the  union  itself  must  ultimately  full, 
dishonored  and  unlamented. 

The  ho:iorable  member  from  Carolina  himself,  habi- 
tually indulges  in  charlX(■^^  nf  usurpation  and  oppression 
againstthegovei.il I  l;i-  country.  He  daily  de- 
nounces its  inipiii  :iiii  nil  i-iiiis,  in  the  language  in 
which  our  revolntii  It  111  n  1  I'lins  ^poke  ot  theo|)pressions 
of  the  mother  country.  Not  merely  against  e.xecutive 
usurparion,  either  real  or  supposed,  does  he  utter  these 
sentiments,  but  against  laws  of  congress,  laws  passed 
by  large  iriajorities,  laws  sanctioned,  for  a  course  of 
years,  oy  the  people.  These  laws  he  proclaims,  every 
hour,  to  be  but  a  series  of  acts  of  oppression.  He 
speaks  of  them  as  if  it  were  an  admitteti  tact,  thatsuch 
is  their  true  character.  This  is  the  language  which  he 
utters,  these  the  sentiments  he  expresses,  to  the  risin» 
generation  around  him.  Are  they  sentiments  and 
language  which  arefkelyto  inspire  our  children  with 
thelove  of  union,  to  enlarge  their  patriotism,  or  to  teach 
them,  and  to  make  them  feel,  that  their  desfiny  has 
made  them  common  citizens  of  one  great  and  glorious 
republic?  A  princqial  object,  in  hislate  political  move- 
ments, the  gentleman  himself  tells  us,  was  to  unite  the 
entire  soulli\;  and  against  whom,  or  againt  what,  does 
he  wish  to  unite  the  entire  south?  Is  not  this  the  very 
essence  of  local  feeling  and  local  regard?  Is  it  not  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  wish  and  object,  to  create  politi- 
cal strength,  by  uniting  political  opinions  geographi- 
cally? While  the  gentleman  thus  wishes  to  unite  the 
entire  south,  I  pray  to  know,  sir,  if  he  expects  me  to 
turn  toward  the  polar-star,  and  acnng  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, to  utter  a  cry  of  rally!  to  the  whole  north?  Hea- 
ven forbid!  To  the  day  of  my  death,  neither  he  nor 
others  shall  hear  such  a  cry  from  me. 

Finally,  the  honorable  member  (leclares  that  he  shall 
now  march  otf,  under  the  banner  of  state  rights!  March 
oil'  from  whom?  March  oft"  from  what?  We  have 
been  contending  for  great  principles.  We  have  been 
struggling  to  maintain  the  liberty  and  to  restore  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country;  we  have  made  these  struggles 
here,  in  the  national  councils,  with  the  old  Hag,  the  true 
American  -fla",  the  eagle,  and  the  stars  and  stripes, 
waving  over  tire  chamber  in  \\'hich  we  sit.  He  now 
tells  us,  however,  that  he  marches  otT  under  the  state- 
rights  banner! 

TLet  him  go.  I  remain.  I  am,  where  I  ever  have 
been,  and  ever  mean  to  be.  Here,  standing  on  the 
platlorm  of  the  general  constitution — a  platform  broad 
enough,  and  firm  enough,  to  uphold  every  interest  of 
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the  whole  couiiiry — 1  shall  still   be  found.     Iiiirustcd  Mercick,  Mouloii,  Mies,  Xoivell,  Pi.-rce,  Pivntiss, 

wiili  some  p,irt  in  ilie  adminisiration  of  iluit  cousiiil-  Uobiiison.  Rii::j;irs,  SuiUli,  ol   Coiiiieclicnl,  Suiilli, ' 
tion,  I  iiueiid  lo  act  in   its  spirit,  and   in  the  spirit  of  ol   liuiiaiia,    biijii!,'e.  Sh  ilt,  Tii.lon,  'I'lotter,  Wal- 

those  who  framed  It.     Yes,  sir,  I   would  act  us  it   our  ker,  While,  Williaiiis,  Wiflil 27. 

fathers,  who  formed  it  for  us,  and  who  bequeathed  it  to  I       i\j,.      (Yu',,/o„'s    ann'ijilnieiil     luaki 

us,  were  lookini;  on  us — as  if  I  could  see  their  veiiera-  „„,.  ,|,',.   ,,„.  ,1,..    ,,,!„„.    ,.,.,,',.    '    . 

blJ  lornis,  beiidnig  down  .0  l«hold  us,  from  the  abodes  P"  ■'"•    '"'  "  "  """"'"•  '""'"  "T 

abo^e.     I  would  m-.,  t,.o,  sir,  as  if  that  long  line  of  ,,o.s-  J-;.^'    '"    "">"-."'an  l»o  years,  a  hue 

tirity  w.  re  also  viewniy  us,  whose  eye  is  hereafter  to  *'-""" 
udi 


the  highest 

a  coiiiihoii 

t    exceediiiR 

i,OIMI,  and  ilisubiliiy  to  bold  ofhcc    under  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  was  lost  iis  lollows: 


ding  thus,  as  in  the  fuU  "aze  of  our  ancestors,  1      YEAS — Messrs.  Clay  ,ol  .Mabaina,  Clayton,  Ful- 
r  posterity,  having  received  this  inheritance  from    ton,   Grundy,    Linn,    Nicliohis,  A'orvell,  Kobiiison, 


lie  transmitted  to  llie  latter,  and  feeliiii^. 
that  if  I  am  born  for  uny  yood,  in  my  da\'  and  genera- 
tion, it  is  for  the  good  ot  the  whole  country,  no  local 
feeling,  no  temp.Mary  impulse,  shall  induce  lue  to  yield 
fooihold  on  the  constitution  and  the  union.     1  move 


Stiaiige,  'rioller.  Walker,  Wliile 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Davij.  Hubbard,  Lump- 
kin,  Lyon,  .Meriick,  Moutun,  Niles,  I'lerce,  Pren- 
tiss,  Preslon,   Koain',    Uuggh  s,    Sevier,    Smilb,  of 


niytoo.(iolcJontheconsituuonanatlicun.on     i  i"'>ve    L-onnecticut,    Sniilh,    ol    Indiana,   Swift,   Tipton 
oti,  under  no  banner,  not  known  10  ihe  whole  American    ,,,  ,.  ,,,'  .    .,      •„         •..«.«.>.,    .j>...  ,    ^  .|  i 

people,  and  to  their  constituuon  and  laws.    No,  sir,    " '"lams,  U  iiglit— JO. 


these  walls,  these  column 

"fly 
From  their  tirm  base  as  sc»n  as  I.'* 
I  came  into  public  life,  sir,  in   ilie  service  of   the 
I'ltiied  States.     (Jn  that  broad  altar,  my  earliest,  and 
all  my  public  vows,  have  been  made      I  propose  to 
serve   no  other   master.     So  far  ns  depenus  on  any 
agt  Mcv   of  mine,  they  shall   continue    united   stales; 
uniied   in    interest  and  in  atTection ;   united  in  every 
thing  in  reg.ird  to  which  the  constitution  has  decrceil 
tniir  uiiioo:  iiniicd   in  war,  for  the  common  ilcf 
tht 


etiown,  anti   the  common 
united,  compacted,  knit  lirmly  together  in  peace,  for 
Ihe  cominon  prosperity  and  happmcss  of  ourselves  and 
our  children. 


The  ameiidiiient  Iriun  the  commiltee  on  the  judi- 
ciaiy,  making  the  highesir  penally  confinenient  in 
the  penitentiary  from  ten  to  twenty  years,  was 
adoplcd. 

On  motion  of  Smilfi,  of  Indiana,  the  lower  limit 
of  the  time  in  this  aineiiduient  was  made  five  years 
instead  of  ten. 

Mr.   Norrell  moved  to  make  the    higher  limit  of 

this  time  ten   years  insteait  of  twenty.     This  1110- 

inon  ilcleiice     '"'"    '"''^   yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  Ihe  call 

1   "lorv  ■   and    "'  Mf- i'l'entiss)  was  carried  in  the  altirinalive,  as 
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lillloH 

YE.AS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton, 
Fulton,  Linn,  Monlon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Noivell, 
Preston,  Uoaiie,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Tip- 
ton, Trotter,   Walker,  While— 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, I^iiiiipkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
SeMir,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
Williams,  Wright— ij. 

Mr.  Niles  nroved  lo  amend  the  bill,  by  addins;  to 
bility  lo  hold  any  office  nl  trust 


.3pril  6.     The  following,  among  other  petitions, 
memorials,  ttc.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  The  preamble  and  resolutions  of 
the  legislatuie  ol  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  United  j  the   penalty  a 

Stales  coiitiibnling  lurther  aid  to  the  construction  !  or  prolit  under  Ihe  United  States  GtSvernment 
of  the   Chesapeake  and   Ohio  canal,  or  otherwise  j      Alter  debate  by  Mr.   Preaion  and  Mr.  A'lVcs,  this 
conveying  tiie  interest  of  the  Uniied  States  in  that    amend  men  1  was  lost,  as  lollows: 
canal  to  the  state  of  Maryland.    Read,  relerred,  and        YE.\S— Messrs.    .\IKn,   Davis,   Grnndy,   Hub- 
ordered  to  be  printed.  I  bard,   Lninpkin.  Mies,  Pierce,  Pr.  iiliss.    Smith,  of 

bv  Mr.  4<cfie(:  From  the  legislatureof  .Arkansas,  j  Coniiecliciit,    Swill,   Trotter,    Walker,    Williains, 
Laid  on  the 


Wr 

NAYS- Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Fiilton,  Merrick,  Mouloii, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson.  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton, 
White— 17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment   to 
the   hill,    leqiiiriiig  that,  whenever  there  should  be 
good   cause  to  believe,   in  the  opinion  of  a  magis- 
uotioii  of  j\lr.  Linn,  the  comiiiiltee  on  public  '  traU',  lliat  a  duel  was  uLjouI  lo  take  pl.ice,  the   par- 
Idhl-  weredischarged  from  the  lurther  consideration  !  ties  should    be  airesleil,    and  bound  lor  one  year  lo 
ol  liie  pelilions  of  Thomas  Bailey  and  Nathaniel  j  keep  ihe  peace. 

Hauler,  the  siibj.'cls  of  them  having  been  embraced  I      To  thi.-  amendment  Mt.  Clayton  objected  as  con- 
in  giiieral  bills,  passed  or  in  progress.  j  traiy    lo  ibe  constilution  and  the  spiiit  of  the  coin- 

Oii   inolion  of  Mr.  Ronne,  the  committee  for  Ihe  j  uioii  law. 
District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  Ironi  the  fur-  |      Mr.  Grundij  also  objected  lo  making  the  bill  too 
ther  consideration  ol  a  resolution  adopt,  d  by  citi-    complicated,   and   hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
zens  of  Georgetown,  (the  obji-ct  not  heard.)"  withdrawn. 

Mr.   Youtig,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  granting        Mr.  Sinilh  accordingly  withdrew  it. 


on   the  subject  of  the  public  laud 
table,  and  ordend  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MVig/i/,  the  committee  of 
fiiuiiice  were  discharged  Iroin  the  further  consid- 
ei,iiu.)n  of  a  variety  ot  memorials  on  subjects  con- 
n.ciiil  with  revenue  and  the  currency;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  lleiuy  Fisher  was  reail  a  tliinl  time,  and  passed. 


aquanlity  of  land  lo  the  Mississijipi  and  Rock  river 
canal  company,  to  aid  in  constructing  their  canal. 
Read  twice,  and  lelerred. 

The  bill  requiring  tlie  clerks  ol  Ihe  circuit  court 
of  the  Uniied  Slates  to  keep  a  record  of  certain 
subjects,  was  considered,  andordered  to  be  engross- 
ed to,- a  third  readiii! 


Mr.  Linn  inquired  v\lielher  the  surgeons  at  a 
duel  were  to  be  punished  by  the  bill.  The  reply 
was  in  Ihe  atlirmaiive  ;  all  persons  engaged  in  aid 
ing  or  abetting  were  to  be  punished. 

Mr.  H'/iile,  altera  lew  remarks,  which  were  un- 
derstood lo  relate  to  Ihe  difficulty  of  carrying  anli- 
diielliiig   lasvs  into   ellecl,  moved  a  siibslilulc  lor 


Also,  the  bill   lor  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lachine     the   whole    bill,  requiring  tl  at  every  one  about  to 


The  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selling  laud  granted 
to  the  K.'niucky  Asylum  lor  Ihe  deaf  and  dum,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resiinud  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
prohibiting  the  giving  and  accepting  of  challenges 
to  duels  III  the  ili.slnct  of  Columbia. 


take  office  under  the  Uniied  Slates  should,  so  far 
as  the  constitution  would  allow,  make  oath  that  lie 
had  never  been  coiicerm  d  inaduel,  nor  had  given 
or  accepted  a  challenge. 

This  ami  ndmeiit  was  lost  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benlon.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fill- 


Mr.  Linn  brielly  urged,  as  reasons  why  the  se-  ton,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson, 
conds  in  duels  should  not  be  subject  to  Ibe  same  !  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  While — ]3. 
penalty  as  the  principals,  that  it  would  prevent  1  N  A  YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Dav  is,  Grundy, 
their  appearance  as  witnesses,  while  it  was  a  mat-  |  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles, 
ter  ol  extreme  dilficulty  to  get  witnesses  at  all.  |  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Coniiccticnt,  Smith,  of 
They  would  find  it  also  easy  to  evade  Ibe  law,  by  a  I  Indiana,  Swift,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright,  Y'oung 
fictitious  form  in  the  challenge,  such,    for  instance,  ' — If. 

as  an  invitation  to  tea.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  con- I  The  question  now  recurred  on  the  second  amend- 
sulted  the  senator  fiom  Delaware,  who  concurred  j  ment  fioiii  the  commiltee,  providing  that  persons 
witli  him  in  this  view  ol  the  subject.  going  onl   of  the  District,  » ith  a  view  to  evade  the 

Mr.  CUiijIon   was   understood  to  express  his  wil- ,  [irovi-io.-s   of  this    bill,  should   be   punished  in  the 


lingness  to  have  the  bill  scr  modified 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Linn,  Ctay- 
ton,  Prentiss,  Hubbard,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Xiles, 
Grundy,  and  Sevier. 

Mr.  Sevier  expressing  his  belief  that  no  satisfac- 
tory law  would  be  passed,  moved  lo  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived 
as  follows : 

YE.VS — Messrs.  Linn,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane, 
Sevier — .5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,   Benton,  Clayton,  Davis 


same  inanneras  if  Ihey  had  remained  in  the  District. 
This  ameiidinent  was  lost  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Davis,  Giundy,  Hubbard, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick.  Nibs,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith, 
of  Coll.,  Smith,  ol  Inda.,  Strange,  Swift,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 15. 

XAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  .Norvell, 
Roane.  Robinson,  Riiggles,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Wal- 
ker. Wliile— 16. 

riie  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 


Fulton,    Grundy,   Hubbard,  Luinpkiu,  McKean,  1  grossed  lot  a  third  reading. 


The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Momi.iy. 
The  bill,  as  it  Jia.'scd  the  senate,  is  in  "the  follow- 
ing words  : 

.\  bill  lo  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  williin 
the  Oisiiict  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  fight 
a  duel,  and  for  the  puiiishineiil  thereof.' 
lie  it  enacted  bi  the  Semite  oud  Home  uf  Keprcfcn- 
latives  (if  Ihe  L'nited  Slates  vf  .imerica  in  cvn^reis 
tiisemljlfd.  That  il  any  person  shall,  in  the  Dislrict 
ol  Columbia,  challenge  another  lo  fight  a  duel,  or 
shall  Send  or  deliver  any  wrilleii  or  veibal  mi  ssage, 
purporiing  or  inleinbd  lo  be  such  cholh'iigi-,  or 
shall  accept  any  such  ch»lliiige  or  inrssnge.  or  ^h»ll 
ktiowiiigly,  cairy  or  ileliver  any  such  challenge  or 
message,  or  shall,  knowingly,  carry  or  ilelinr  an 
acceptance  of  such  challenge  or  "message  lo  fight 
a  dii.  1  in  or  onl  ol  the  said  District  ami  .^-m  h  duel 
shall  be  loiighl  in  or  out  of  the  said  Di-.|ncl,  and 
either  of  the  parlies  thereto  shall  be  slain,  or  tnor- 
lally  wounded  in  such  duel,  Ibe  surviving  parly  to 
such  duel,  and  every  person  cairyiiig  or  delivering 
such  challenge  or  message,  or  acceptance  of  such 
challenge  or  message  as  afori  said,  and  all  others 
aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall  be  deemed  gnillj- 
ol  l<lony,and  upon  conviction  then  of,  in  any  court 
competent  lo  the  Irial  thereof  in  Ihe  said  District, 
shall  be  piinisbi  d  by  imprisonment  ami  confine- 
meiit  lo  hard  labor  In  the  penitenliary,  for  a  li  rm 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  nor  less  than  five  years, 
in  Ihe  discretion  oi  the  court. 

Sec.  2.  -fnrf  ftc  il  Jurther  enacted.  Tint  if  any 
person  shall  give  or  send,  or  cause  lo  be  givin  or 
jeiil,to  any  person  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  any 
challenge  "to  fight  a  duel,  or  to  engage  in  single 
combat  w  ilh  any  deadly  or  dangerous  inslrnnniil  or 
weapon  whatever,  or  if  any  person  in  said  Disliict 
shall  accept  any  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  lo  en- 
gage in  single  combat  with  any  deadly  or  ilanger- 
oiis  instrninent  or  weapon  w  halev  er.  orshall  be  the 
bearer  of  any  such  cbalh  nge,  eveiy  person  so  giv- 
ing or  sending,  or  causing  lo  be  given  or  si  nl,  or 
accepting  such  challenge,  or  being  the  bearer  Ihere- 
ol,  and  every  person  aiding  or  ab.  tling  in  Ibe  giv. 
ing,  sending,  or  accepting  such  challenge,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  then  of.  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same  in  the  said  District,  shall  be  punish- 
ed by  iiiiprisoninent  and  confiiu  li.ent  lo  1  ard  labor 
in  the  pinitrntiary,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  nor  less  than  five  years,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court. 

Sec.  3.  .'hid  be  U  further  enarlrd.  That  if  any 
person  shall  assault,  slrlke,  beat,  or  wciind.  or 
cause  lo  be  assanlli  d,  siricken.  bi  aten,or  woiiiuled, 
any  person  in  the  Dislrict  ol  Colombia,  tor  di  din- 
ing or  refusing  to  accept  any  challei:ge  to  fight  a 
duel,  or  lo  engage  in  single  combat  wilhanv  deadly 
or  dangerous  iiistrumeni  or  weapon  vvliaii  ver,  or 
shall  post  or  publish,  or  cause  to  be  posted  or  pub- 
lisbeil.  any  v\rilitig  charging  any  such  pi  i.'.on,  so 
declining  or  nliising  to  acci  pi  any  sue  b  challenge, 
lo  be  a  coward,  or  using  any  other  opprobrious  or 
injurious  language  therein,  tending  lo  degrade  antl 
disgrace  such  j)erson  for  so  df ditiing  or  lelusing 
such  challenge,  every  person  so  ollending,  on  con- 
viction thereof  in  anv  court  conipelcnt  to  iln-  trial 
ther.of,  in  Ihe  said  Disli  ict,  shall  be  punished  by 
conf  nement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  nor  less  than  three 
years,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  .lud  be  it  furlher  enacted.  Thit  ir\  adM- 
tion  to  the  oath  now  pri'scrihed  by  law  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  the  granii  jury  in  the  district  of  Co- 
liiinbia,  they  shall  be  sworn  failbfully  and  iinpar- 
lially  to  inquire  into,  and  true  presentiment  make 
of,  all  oHences  against  this  act. 

jlpril  9.  Afler  the  ]iresentation  of  petitions, 
chiefly  from  individuals,  and  the  transaction  of 
some  miner  business,  Ihe  senate  took  up  01.  its  third 
reading,  Ihe  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  and  accept- 
ing of  challenges  to  duels  in  Ihe  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  the  punishment  tlereof. 

Mr.  Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  said  that  he  had  taken 
no  part  heretofore  in  the  debate  lo  which  this  bill 
bad  given  rise ;  but  his  silence  did  not  j-roceed 
from  any  indillerence  which  he  f<  It  lo  lie  laiidible 
object  which  Ihe  scnalor  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Pren- 
tiss) proposed  to  accomplish  by  its  introduction. 
No  man  would  rejoice  more  sincerely  than  he 
shoulil,  ill  witnessing  the  absolute  siippn  ssion.  for- 
ever, of  Ihe  niijiislifiable  practice  v\bicli  Ihe  hill 
denounces  and  seeks  to  discountenance.  Hut  he 
(Mr.  C.)  thought  that  the  great  object  of  legisla- 
tion, on  this  suhjecl.  should  be  directed  to  the  cor- 
rection and  pnrificalion  of  public  opinion.  In  sec- 
tions of  the  union,  where  the  practice  was  not  tol- 
eraleil.  it  was  public  opinion  lliat  kept  il  down,  by 
discouraging  a  resort  to  private  combal  In  avenge 
or  settle  p.Tsnnal  injuries.  TInre  ilwasnoilis- 
grace  lo  decline  siirh  a  combat  Thi-  man  who 
should  decline  tl  was  more,  certaiuly  aol  less,  res- 
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ptcieainanil  lie  Had  eMf;ii,i;ed  in  it.  Bill  il  «a« other- 
wise in  those  sections  wliere  the  practice  prevailed. 
In  th.se,  the  man  that  fights  a  duel,  ucis  under 
the  constraint  of  pulilic  opinion,  which  b.Miids  him 
with  cowardice  and  dislionor  if  he  does  not  res-ent 
wilh  spirit,  a  personal  insult  or  wrontc.  There  the 
alteriiaiive  presented  to  a  person  of  honor  and  of 
nice  sensibility,  is,  whether  he  shall  liie,  covered 
with  disgrace,  an  object  of  reproach,  scorn  and 
contempt,  or  encounter  the  hazard  of  death,  with- 
out dishonor.  But  fewJionorable  and  high-spirited 
men  were  resolute  eiioiijfh  to  avoid  the  contest. 
Public  opinion,  which  i.'xacts  the  sacrilice,  is  as 
censurable  as  those  who  fall  victims  or  conlorm  to 
its  stern  commands.  It  was  when  public  opinion 
should  be  rectified  in  this  respect,  that  we  might 
expect  to  see  the  abandonment  of  a  practice  which 
was  contra. y  to  hninanity, abhorrent  to  reason,  and 
condemned  by  our  religion.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
is  tlie  duty  of  the  legislator  to  exert  all  his  authority 
to  bring  about  this  desirable  state  of  things.  And 
he(Mr.  C.)  should  vote,  wilh  pleasure,  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  before  the  senate,  under  tlie 
anxious  hope  that,  being  the  deliberate  expression 
of  the  judgment  of  congress,  it  may  contribute  to 
cnliuhten  the  public  mind  ;  and  that,  if  it  should 
not  'totally  eradicate,  it  may  tend  materially  lo  di- 
minish, a  practice  which  ail  ought  to  unite  in  com- 
ple'ely  destroying. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote, 
and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  ; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton, Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Chiy,  of  Ken  ,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fnlton, 
Grnndy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Moulon,  Niles,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Rob 
bins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith, 
of  Inda.,  Straine,  Swill.  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker, 
"Wall,  While,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 34. 
NAY— Mr.  Sevier— L 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
(refuse)  lands. 

Mr.  Gnuidij  oHered  the  substitute  (before  laid  on 
the  table  by  hi.n)  pioviding  lor  the  reduction  of  the 
jirice  twenty-five  cents  for  every  five  years  during 
the  time  the  land  shall  be  in  market,  from  Decem- 
ber next,  down  tollie  minimum  price  of  iilty  cents, 
waiting  in  each  case  one  year  before  the  reduction 
should  lake  elfect. 

Mr.  Griiiidii  ailvocated  this  substitute  at  some 
length,  as  preferable  to  the  substitute  from  the  com- 
mittee, which  proposed  that  the  lands  should  be  re- 
duced to  four  dillereiit  classes,  according  to  their 
value,  to  be  estimated  by  the  surveyor  general  ami 
other  land  officers,  chiefly  fioin  the  field  books o! 
surveyors,  which  Mr.  G.  described  as  extremely 
doubtful  and  deceptive  as  a  test  of  value.  He  re- 
garded the  simple  test  of  time  as  both  better  and 
more  safe  for  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  Walker  explained  and  vindicated  the  subsli- 
tnte  from  the  committee,  but  expressed  hiinstlf  as 
rather  indiiierent  which  of  the  two  should  be  adopt 
ed. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this 
explanation,  and  went  into  some  further  details  in 
support  of  his  substitute. 

Mr.  Serier  advocated  Mr.  Grundy's  siibslitute  as 
both  more  simple  and  more  certain  and  showed  in 
what  respects  the  surveyor's  field  books  must  be 
deceptive,  especially  as  they  usually  described  the 
quality  of  only  the  small  portion  ol  the  land  which 
lay  on  or  very  near  the  lines  of  the  survey. 

Mr.  Cldi/,  of  Alabama,  argued  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  would  be  the  most  sure, 
inasmuch  as  the  oificers  who  were  to  make  the  esti- 
mate would  have  not  only  the  field  books,  but  also 
the  position  of  the  land,  as  near  to  or  distant  from 
a  town  or  river  to  aid  them  in  making  that  estimate. 
They  would  also  have  the  time  itself  during  wiiicli 
the  land  should  have  been  in  market,  to  aid  them, 
■on  which  alone  the  snbstiliite  of  Mr.  Grnndy  de- 
pended. He  was,  however,  willing  to  take  either 
propostion 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  now 
merelv  to  remark  that  he  felt  an  utter  reluctance 
to  reduce  the  price  of  land  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 
or  in  any  lorin  whatever;  and  he  thought  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  reduction  ought  not  to  be  made. 
He  was  indilferent  as  to  which  of  the  various  pro- 
jects before  the  senate  should  he  adopteil;  thev 
might  adopt  either,  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  then 
talce  some  opportunity  to  express  his  sentiments  at 
laro-e  aiainst  the  whole  scheme  of  dislribnting  in 
any  way  the  existinir  prices  ol  the  public  lands. 

Mr,  Grundii  was  understood  to  express  himself 
as  not  much  in  favor  of  any  reduction;  but  he  was 
willins  to  go  for  such  a  measure,  if  he  could  in  the 
mean  time  secure  the  public  interests. 

The  snhslilnte  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  adopted  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  Niles  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  as  now 


modilied,  by  making  the  minimum  price  75  cents, 
to  be  obtained  by  a  reduction  of  25  cents  succes- 
sively at  the  end  of  seven  and  of  twelve  years.  Nega- 
tived; Ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  A'llei  then  moved  simply  lo  make  the  mini- 
mum price  75  cents.  Negatived:   Ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Lyon  olfered  an  ainendment  as  an  addition  to 
the  bill  granting  to  the  states  all  the  refuse  lands 
within  their  respective  boundaries,  at  blank  price, 
after  they  should  have  been  blank  years  in  the 
market;  but  withdrew  it  after  a  brief  conversation 
by  Messrs.  Lyon,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  and 
C'/uy,  of  Kentucky. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  C/oy,  of  Kentucky,  who  said 
the  measure  was  a  very  important  one,  involving 
an  amount  of  hundreds  of  millions,  as  he  would  en- 
d'avor  to  prove  when  the  senate  should  be  more 
full,  the  proceedings  on  the  hill  were,  by  consent, 
suspencied  till  Wednesday  next,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  establisliing  the  northern  boun- 
dary ol  Ohio,  involving  certain  large  appropriations 
to  I'he  state  ol  Michigan. 

The  subject  ol  this  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Nori'ell.  Crittenden,  J, yon,  Clmi.  of  Ky.,  Sevier, 
Watl^er,  Davis,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  and  Tiplon. 
The  tuo  main  objections  to  the  bill  were  the  pre- 
sent embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  un- 
due jiartiality  shown  by  this  and  other  measures 
as  to  the  new  states. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  made  only  on  the 
former  ground,  and  seconded  excliisively  on  the 
same  ground  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  congress  bythe  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yl-.AS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton,  Criitenden,  Davis,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Hives,  Roane,  Strange,  Swilt,  Trotter, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Fnlton,  Grundy,  Lyon,  Norvell, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tip 
Ion,  Wall,  Young— 11, 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  aiiEwer  to  a  senate  resolu- 
tion ol  Febiuary  22l',  with  copies  of  the  replies  of 
the  late  deposite  hanks  alluded  to  in  that  resolution. 

The  senate  adjourned,  alter  an  executive  session. 

^■J^ril  10.  The  Vice  President  presented  a  rom- 
inniiication  from  the  war  department,  in  pursuance 
of  a  senate  resolution  ol  the  5th  ult.  olfered  bv  Mr. 
Davis,  with  reports  from  the  third  auditor  and  cum 
missioner  of  pensions.  Laid  on  the  table,  am! 
ordered  In  be  printed. 

Alter  the  presentation  of  petitions,  8cc.  the  sen- 
ate took  up  the  resolutions  oltered  some  lime  since 
by  Mr.  Davis,  calling  on  the  drpartinent  for  in- 
Ibrmation  to  enable  the  senate  to  determine  what 
lortifications  miglit  be  diminished  or  dispensed 
viith,  and  whether  a  system  of  defence,  by  the  aid 
01  steam  batteries,  would  not  be  more  economical 
and  efficient  than  the  present  system.  Alter  Mr 
Davis  adilressed  the  senate  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation of  the  subject,  [his  remarks  shall  have  a 
place  ill  our  next,] 

Mr.  iJe»/on  insisted  ihatall  the  information  asked 
for  was  already  before  the  senate,  and  he  arsned,at 
considerable  length,  and  wilh  much  earnestness, 
that  when  the  treasury  was  full,  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition  had  resisted  appropriations  for  the  de. 
fences  of  the  country,  that  they  might  save  the 
money  to  debauch  the  people  jby  the  state  depos 
ites;  and  now,  when  the  treasury  was  empty,  they 
rtere  bringini;  foruaid  their  own  projects  for  ex- 
pendi.iireson  these  defences. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  listened 
more  attentively,  he  could  not  liave  lallen  into  so 
a  great  mistake.  Mr.  D.  had  not  jiroposed  at  all  to 
increase  the  burden  on  the  treasury;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  reform  and  retrenchment  directly  in 
view,  in  connexion  with  a  system  which  he  sup- 
posed might  be  more  efficient  as  well  as  more 
economical.  Mr.  D.  also  went  into  .some  further 
particulars  to  show  the  aihantages  that  mis'ht  arise 
finm  the  nse  of  the  steam  batteries  as  auxiliaries  to 
the  existing  system  of  defence. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Boli- 
tlia  Laws,  involving  a  question  of  interest,  which 
was  debated  at  much  len^'lh  by  Messrs.  Hubbard. 
Roane,  Ti/ilon,  Wrisihl,  Rives,  While,  and  Prentiss, 
and  indefinitely  postponed:   Yeas  32,  nays  5. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Remard  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roai.e  presented  a  memorial  from  George- 
town, praying  that  it  miahl  be  receded  to  the  state 
of  Maryland,   Referred  to  a  select  committae  of  fiv^ 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

Ipril  M.  Alter  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
on  motion  of  Mr,  Walker,  a  call  was  made  on  the 


secretary  of  the  treasury  for  statements  showing 
what  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  have  been  subject  to 
sale  at  ])rivate  entry  at cents  and  upwards. 

The  Inllouing  bills  were  considered,  and  ordered 
to  a  tliiid  reading: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  titles  to  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit, Michigan;  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  and  Asa 
White;  and  of  James  Felton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McMaher,  to  re- 
munerate him  for  expenses  incurred  by  his  ha\ing, 
at  the  instance  of  the  post  oifice  department,  pur- 
sued and  prosecuted  a  mail  depredator,  was  debated 
at  much  length,  and  ultimately  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  Walker  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  our  relations  uith  Mexico,  and  to  the  re- 
solution on  that  subject  adopted  by  the  senate  at 
the  session  of  1836-'7,  and  proceeded  to  make 
some  remarks,  which  brought  on  an  irregular  dis- 
cussion, (to  be  given  hereaiter, )  embracing,  among 
other  topics,  a  recent  alleged  attack  on  an  Ameri- 
can steamboat  by  some  Mexican  cruisers,  in  which 
Messrs.  Walker,  Buchanan.  Clay,  of  K'  ntncky, 
Preston,  Benlon,  and  A7«g.  participated.  The  sub- 
ject was  dropped  without  action,  as  it  was  begun 
without  motion;  the  impression  appearing  general 
that  action  on  the  subject  ought  iiow  to  originate  in 
the  other  house. 

Mr.  Grundy  gave  notice  that  he  sliould,  on  Mon- 
day next,  move  to  take  np  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
iss'uine  and  circulating  of  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States, 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  ol  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  C/ay,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  to  all  changes 
in  the  land  system  so  long  and  so  successfully  in 
operation. 

Mr.  Grundy  replied  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  olfer- 
ed an  amendment  providing  that  it  should  take  ef- 
lect  only  on  lands  already  in  the  market. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  division, 
although 

Mr.'Clay  remarked  that  it  would  be  nugatory, 
because  llie  bill  itself  would  establish  a  principle 
that  would  be  used  in  future  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

After  a  few  remarks  finm  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill 
beiriii  still  np. 

The  senate  adjourned,  alter  a  short  executive 
session. 

HOUSE    OF    RErKESE.NTATI\  ES. 

Friday,  Jpnl  6.  Memorials  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  duel  were  presented  by  Mr,  Fairfield,  of 
Maine,  and  referred. 

Leave  to  present  similar  memorials  being  asked 
by  Mr,  Grr;7i/,  of  New  York,  the  house  refused  lo 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose, 

A  resolntinn,  otiered  by  Mr.   Hall,  of  Vermont,  - 
instructing  the  select  coiianittee  on  this  subject  lo 
report  by  bill  certain  restrictions  upon  the  practice  . 
of  duelling  among  members  of  congress,  kc,  was 
objected  to,  and,   as  it  could  not  be   rect  ived  with- " 
out  suspending  the  rules,  was  not  pressed. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution. 

Resolved.  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  27th  of  February  last  (in  addition  to  any  legis-  , 
lalive  measures  they  niay  think  proper  to  recom- 
mend for  thesu|iptession"of  dnelling)  be  instiucted 
lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  providing,  by  a 
rule  ol  the  house,  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member 
who.  dnrini;  the  term  lor  which  he  is  ehcltd,  shall 
be  concerned  in  a  duel,  cither  as  principal  or  airces- 
soiy,  or  who  shall  send,  bear,  or  accept  a  chiilli  Kge:  ' 
ami  further  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  another  rule  of  the  house  for  the  appoint- 
ment, at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  of  a 
standing  coinmiltee,  whose  duty  if  shall  be,  with- 
out special  direction  from  the  house,  to  examine 
summarily  into  any  personal  controversy  arising 
between  members,  or  in  which  a  member  is  a  party; 
and,  if  necessary  to  the  adjustment  thereof,  to  re- 
port to  the  linuse  what  order,  in  their  opinion, 
ought  to  be  taken  on  the  same,  pioviding  in  such 
rule  for  the  eximlsioii  or  other  punishment  of  any 
member  who  shall  neglect-  or  refuse  to  comply  with 
such  order  as  the  house  may  make  in  the  premises,] 

Reports  of  committees  were  next  presented  in 
order,  among  them  were  the  following: 

Other  memorials  upon  this  and  other  topics  being 
offered, 

Mr,  Whittlesey  rose  and  s,^id  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  chair  had  decided  the  morning  hour  lo  com- 
mence at  the  moment  wh'^n  the  call  for  reports  com- 
mence, he  should  object  to  the  presentation  of  all 
petitions  at  this  lime,  in  ortler  that  the  house  may 
come,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  [private]  orders 
of  the  day. 
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ii,  .'<lr,  S.-nilh,  Ircti  tliecn.nmiUee  on  c  jin.u.'roi', 
a  ihII  inakiiijf  appioprialion  foj-  builiiiii;;  li^jht- 
li')  i^'.-s,  light  boats,  beaccjti-li^lits,  buoys,  and  iiiak- 
ii),'  ^ur'-'eys  for  llit  year  1S3:^. 

Also,  a  bill  to  test  tlie  practicability  of  pstablisli- 
in;  .1  svstcin  of  electro-ma;nectic  telegraphs  for  the 
Uiiil.-il  St.ites. 

Mr.  Ciiihimiii,  from  the  same  committee,  road?  a 
r;i>it  against  the  memorial  of  the  city  council  of 
ii  >,lon  for  measures  to  prevent  the  iniro  liiction  of 
fin  un  p.inp,.>rs,  and  in  favor  of  senate  bill  anthnr- 
i/,i;i,'  the  sale  of  cerlain  real  estate  at  Bath,  in  the 
stale  ot  Maine,  b-loni;ini,'  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
tho  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  Cora  custom-house 
at  llial  place. 

.Mr.  Crisey,  from  the  committee  on  pnhlir  lands, 
ren  iit'd  a  bill  sjrantins;  a  bounty  in  land  to  the  or- 
L.M:ii/.L>d  (iiililia  UK^n,  mounted  mililia  men,  voluii- 
t.'i'n,  and  ran;  rs,  who  il  t'endi-dthe  country  during 
t.ie  I  ite  u-ar  with  Great  Britain. 

.Mr.  B/-0.I50H,  fr.iin  the  committee  on  territories, 
m  1 1  •  a  report  against  the  rnemorialcf  the  legislature 
o(  tlie  state  oi  Missouri,  asking  a  cession  of  that 
tract  of  land  between  the  Missouri  andDes  Moines 
rivers. 

Mr.  McKiy  laid  before  the  house  "a  plan  for  the 
dsf'nce  of  the  western  frontier,  furnished  by  major 
general  Gaine?." 

Mr.  S.  IF.  Morris,  from  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts, reported  against  the  r'-snluticni  of  the  house 
of  the  5th  instant,  inquiring  a«  to  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  li.ved  suiu  of  rnon"V  to  eicli  member 
at  each  session,  of  congress,  iu  view  of  the  iid  libi- 
tum suppiv  of  stationery  now  allowed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  P/iillips. 

Resolved,  That  the  chart  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Lynn,  in  Massachu- 
setts, communicated  to  the  house  with  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  waronthe  improvement  of  said  har- 
boi-,  be  litliographeil  and  publi^lvd  with  said  report. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  C'lmbrelens,  the  speaker  was 
authorize  I  to  appoint  a  rn»-mh- r  of  the  commiltee 
of  ways  and  m-ans,  vice  .Mr.  .^tcKim,  deceased. 

Mr.  Wi^e  rose  lo  make  an  inquirv  of  the  cnair- 
man  of  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
if  it  be  intemled  to  make  any  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  retroc-ssion  of  the  District  to  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia? 

No  reply  at  first  was  given.  The  chairman  of  the 
com  niltee  was  not,  at  the  time,  in  his  seat.  But 
foon  after  he  ( Mr.  Bouldin )  came  in,  ami  the  ques- 
tion b>ing  r'piated,  that  gentleman  replied,  that 
that  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  committee  had 
not  yet  deliberated.  When  they  hail  done  so  he 
would  be  quite  happy  to  jive  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Wis,-)  any  inforimlion  in  his  power  on  the  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  'Vhillles'''/,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Corwin  in 
the  ehiir.)  and  took  up  the  bill  -'to  pstahlish  a 
board  of  co.nmissioners  to  examine  and  decide  cer- 
tain claims  against  the  United  States,"  reported  on 
the  2^lh  lilt,  by  Mr.  Whittlese/,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  claims. 

Sjverd  amend. n?nts  were  proposed,  and  a  dis- 
cussion (which  we  will  give  hereafter)  ensued  upon 
them,  and  upon  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  in 
which  M.-ssrs.  .*/.//«.«,  U'/,illleseij,  of  Ohio.  Ser- 
geant, C.  Warns,  of  Peunsylyania,  Craig,  Under, 
wood,  and  Les:are,  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  committee  rose,  asked, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whillkse-/,  of  Ohio,  this  bill 
was  made  the  special  nrd-r  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milcliell,  the  house  th-n  (at  4 
o'clock)  ailjourned 

Salarday,  April  7.  Mr.  Henry,  of  Penn.sylvania, 
asking  leave  to  present  and  to  have  referred  meino- 
mori  lis  upon  the  subj.-ct  of  the  recent  du.d, 

Mr.  H'/i/W/ejey  said  that  he  must  object,  as  he 
had  notifi.'d  the  house  yest-rd.iy  he  should  do,  in 
ord.T  that  the  private  orders  may  be  proceeded 
with  without  delay. 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Pratt  yesterday,  that  1,110(1 
copies  (extra)  of  the  report  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  be  printed    was  first  in  order. 

M'.  SibU</  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  1,0(10 
and  inserting  3,00').  Lost.  Mr.  Everett  moved  to 
add  the  letter  of  .Mr.  .Mills,  the  architect,  laid  be- 
fore the  hou-=e  on  a  former  diy.  Lost.  The  house 
rejected  I  he  motion  of  Mr.  Piatt,  fifi  lo  (Jl. 

Mr.  Himer  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  did  not  wish  to  oiler  at  that  time,  but 
to  ask  the  consent  of  the  house  to  have  it  printed, 
and  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next,  he  should 
call  it  up  and  move  its  adoption. 

•'Ck>nsiderins  that  t!ic  business,  commerce,  circula- 
tion, and  exchanges  of  the  country  are  in  a  deranged 
and  embarrassed  condition:  and 

"C  )n=ideriug,  alen,  that  a  part  of  the  banks  of  the 
-  United  &ates  liave  e.tpressed  a  desire  to  resume  specie 
paymeQls  at  an  early  period: 


■Rfstd.eJ  III/  rlicse.iul.-  u.il  hou^v  nj  rejinttiil.ilivifiif, 
the  Viiiled  Slalet  of  Aincricu  in  cwigrrjit  trmtinbkj. 
Thai  if  the  banks,  or  a  p.irtion  of  tbeni,  do  thus  re- 
sume, il  will  he  ihi-  duty  of  ilie  fenend  government, 
wiihin  ihr  limits  ol  its  ennsiitiitional  auihoriiv,  to  aid 
sueh  bank*,  as  tlie  present  adniiui^ira'ion  desil-n  lodo, 
in  regaiuint' public  coiili.lcnoe,  and  to  sustain  iliem  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  fullil  iheir  obligati  uis,  to  re- 
lieve the  wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the 
jiublie  a  sound  eirculaling  niediuiu.'' 

Mr.  Vur/Zo),  Iroin  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
siiuis,  ri'ported,  willioiit  amendment,  senate  bill  en- 
tilled  ".Vn  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act  eutilled  ",\n  act  lo  juovide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
revoliilionary  war." 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Harvey  Rey- 
nolds. 

Mr.  Sibley,  from  the  coinmitlee  on  revolutionary 
pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  lo  Su- 
sannah Hooglan  I,  and  against  the  petition  of  Sher- 
man Patterson, 

Mr.  Garliind  of  Louisiana,  said  he  deemed  the 
resolution  oll'ered  by  him  yesterday  so  iiriporlanl, 
that  he  must  asain  ask  (or  lis  cons'iileralion.  The 
resoliiliou  was' as  follows: 

liesulvrd.  That  the  seeieiarv  i.f  the  treasury  be  d 
reeled  to  ini'.inn  this  h.ii'isi',  as  soon  as  practicable, 
wlielher,  in  the  piesini  linaiu-ial  condition  of  the  ouu- 
iry  and  of  the  irea'suiy,  il  will  not  bo  most  jiidieiuus 
and  proper  to  make  sueh  apnropria  ions  as  will  pre- 
.serve  the  public  works  from  injiuy  and  diliiiiida  ion 
alone:  and  if  such  a  course  will  not  he  ju  lieious  and 
proper,  he  then  inform  the  house  whe'her  .sonic  or  all 
ilir  esiiiiiaTs  for  the  service  of  the  year  183^  already 
submitted,  for  foriifications,  ilie  iinprovemenl  of  har- 
bors and  rivers,  the  estubli-shmeui  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, and  buoys,  the  construction  of  roads,  the  service 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  alt  other  puri)oses, 
cannot  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  .service; 
and  if  such  reduction  can  be  made,  that  he  desi:;na'e 
what  proposed  appropriations  may  properly  be  redu^-'ed, 
and  how  much;  and  further,  that  lie  inform  ihe  liou.se 
whether  some  of  ihen[iprnpria  ions  .already  made  may 
not,  niihour  ina'eiialinjiiry  to  ihe  couniry,  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  present;  if  so,  lo  desiijna'e  them;  also,  dial 
lie  iiif>iiii  this  hou>e  wlieihcr,  if  all  die  appropriations 
made  are  e.xjieiided,  and  those  proposed  are  made,  the 
aniouat  now  in  the  treasury,  orestimated  to  come  into 
it  during  the  present  year,  will  be  suflieient  lo  meet 
them;  and,  if  uoi,  what  will  be  the  deficit,  and  in  what 
manner  it  is  pr  -po^ed  to  be  met. 

Ohjeclion  being  made,  Mr.  G.irland  moved  that 
the  rules  of  Ihe  house  be  suspend -d  to  enable  him 
to  oii'er  il:  and  on  this  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered:  and  the  vote  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  was,  yeas  76,  nays  60.  So  the 
house  refused  to  snspeml  the  rules  for  this  purpose. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hopkins  ujion  the  subject 
of  the  public  printing  was  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morniii::  hour. 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  house  (in  reply 
to  Ihe  remarks  of  Mr,  Cushman)  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  until  the  cxpiraliun  of  tlie  morning 
hour. 

Board  of  rhtiiiis. 

The  bill  upon  this  subject  was  resumed  in 'coin- 
mitlee of  the  whole,  and  several  members  address- 
ed the  committee  upon  it. 

After  which,  on  molion  of  Mr.  Graluim,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  cotn:nittee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  acting  s.'cietary  of  war,  transinilling  a  report 
of  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  Ihe  2l5t  lilt,  requiring 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stall's  lead  mines. 

Also,  the  followitig  letter  from  Mr.  Patfoii: 

Wasiii.vgton-,  Ai»v77,  1S3S. 
Sir:  T  have  determined  to  accept  an  appoi.itmen: 
which  has  been  conferred  on  me  by  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  commonwealth  of  Virrrinia.  It  .seems  to  be 
desired  by  the  legislature,  that  I  should,  with  as  lit  le 
delay  a<  possible,  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that  appoint- 
ment, a  id  consciuendy  vaca'e  my  -s^ai  in  the  hou.so 
of  repieseiuaiives.  In  cheerful  compliance  with  their 
wishes,  I  do  hereby  resign  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  le,  &e. 

JOHN  M.  PATTOX. 
To  hon.  J.  K-  Polk. 

Sjic.ikcr  of  houfc  of  representatives. 

The  S;(c«/>cr  was.on  motion,  directed  to  acquaint 
Ihe  governor  of  Virginia  Ihat  a  vacancy  existed  in 
the  delegation  of  Ihat  state. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  1 1 
o'clock  A.  M. 

Monday,  April !).  The  journal  being  read,  Mr. 
Hamer  rose,  and  made  some  explanations  with  re- 
gard to  the  |■ollo^viug  resolution,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  priiiled,  o:i  bis  motion,  on  Saliirday. 

"Considering  that  the  business,  commerce,  eircula- 
ijii,  and  exchanges  of  the  couniry  are  in  a  deranged 
and  embarrassed  condition:  and 


■C  ....'siJering,  uls  ,  ihai  a  p.ri  of  the  bu.du>  of  uiu 
Uu  ed  &  ates  have  expres.sed  a  desire  lo  resume  specie 
piiyine  us  ni  on  t-nrly  period: 

"Resolvrd  by  tlie  .if/iii/e  and  Aoii.vc  nf  rrpresenlatitra 
"/,""■('"''<"'  i""'"'  of  Amnrica  in  coilfrram  uasrmldcd, 
Ihai  il  the  hanks,  or  a  ponion  of  iheiii,  do  thus  resume 
11  wdl  be  the  duty  of  llig  general  goveiiiineni,  widiiil 
till  limits  ol  lis  coiisiiiutioual  uuihori'y,  lo  aid  sueli 
banks,  as  the  pr  seni  adininistniiiou  designs  lo  do  in 
regaining  puhlie  e.mlidenee,  and  lo  susiuin  them'  in 
(he.r  lauda.ile  eflbris  lo  fulfil  ilieir  obliganuns,  to  re- 
lieve the  wani.«  of  thecommuniiv,  and  (o  aisiore  to  ific 
public  a  -oiind  eireuliiiing  medium." 

Mr.  llimer  rem.rked  that,  since  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  he  liad  added  thereto  the 
following  Words,  which  now  in.ike  pari  of  il:  --as 
thi.sadniiuislralion  .lesigns  to  do."  lis  presenta- 
tion had  seemed  to  excile  some  inleresi  and  in- 
quiry iu  Ihe  house,  as  to  lis  true  construclion.  It 
litul  been  inliuiat.'d  to  him  tlial,  were  the  resolution 
lo  be  printed  without  explanation,  it  niiglil  be  in- 
ferred that  the  ailmiiiislration  really  eiiierlained 
hostility  to  the  banks  wliich  were  about  lo  lesiime 
specie  payments;  and  that  it  was  designed  loiu.:uce 
them  to  liller  their  course  in  Ibis  respect.  He  bid 
replied  to  these  suggeslions,  Ihat  he  would  make 
such  explanations,  when  the  resoliilion  came  up,  as 
would  tend  lo  avert  such  a  inisconslriiclioii;  ami, 
considering  the  resolution  as  his  own,  and  not  yet 
in  the  possession  of  the  house,  be  had  Ihoio'lil'lio 
had  a  right  to  modify  il;  ami  ha<l  done  so  by  Misert- 
ing  Ihe  words  "as  the  present  adminislia'lion  de- 
signs to  do."  If  he  bad  mistakeu  his  right  to  do 
this,  he  was  sorry,  and  a-ked  Ihe  pardon  ol  the 
house  fordoing  so.  He  bad  merely  inlinded  to 
shield  the  adiiiinislration  from  any'  distrust  Ifiat 
might  be  occasioned  by  any  act  of  liis. 

IMr.  H.  then  modifiid  his  nsoliilion  by  striking 
out  the  words  above  quoted;  and  asked"  leave  lo 
oifer  it  in  Ihat  shape. 

Otijeetions  being  made,  Mr.  H.  mov.-d  to  sus- 
pend Ihe  rules,  and  Mr.  Stierrod  H'illiums  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  oiden d. 

Mr.  Mch'ennan  demanded  a  call  of  Ihe  house, 
which  was  ordered;  and  1.5.)  members  were  found 
to  be  present;  and  then  the  call  was,  on  iiiolion, 
suspended. 

Mr.  PiirI.er,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  pcslponeil  until  Wednesday, 

Mr.  Ilamer  wished  as  speeily  an  action  upon  it 
as  possible. 

'i'lie  queslion  on  suspension  was  decided  in  the 
negative  by  the  following  vote:  yeas  110,  nays  61, 
as  follows: 

"YK AS— Messrs.  .'Vdams,  Alexander,  II.  .\llen,  Bell, 
Bidule,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson,  W.  B. 
Ctalhoiiu,  J.Calhoon,  W.  B.  Car.er,  Casey,  Ca.-aiham, 
Coilil.s,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Ciausio.i,  Ciockeil 
DiulinLUon,  Dawson,  DebciTV,  Uenn;s,  Dunn,  Evans! 
Kvcrc't,  F-.vin.r,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, Fos'er,  R.  Gar- 
land, Goode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  (traham,  Graniland 
(irav,  GiifTin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer.  Har- 
lan,'Harper,  Hastin'-s,  ll.v.ves.  Ibnrv,  H.-rod,  Hoff- 
int.  1.  Hopkin-,  In-ham,  J.  .la.k.-ou,  'J.  Johnson,  Kil- 
L'ore,  L""are.  I.i-a.il.i-iier,  Lyon,  .Marvin,  8.  Ma.son. 
Maury,  .Maxwell,  .MrKennan',  Menelee.  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligau.'Al  tehell,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris  Na,l.jr.  .\„ye.«, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phelps,  IVpe,  Piali,  Premiss 
Ririden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rheii,  Ridgwav,  Rum-i  v, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepper'd,  C.  Slieii- 
ard,  Slrelds'Sheplur,  Sibley,  Smiih.  Snyder,  Souih- 
ga-e,  S.aily,  S  uart,  S.r.u  on,  Ttdiali  :ro, 'i'il!in"bast, 
Toland,  To'ueev,  Underwood,  A,  S,  Wlii'e,  J.  \Vniie, 
K.  Whiitlesey,  I  Williams,  Sherrod  VViltiams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  Wise— 110. 

N. -V YS— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  .Atherlon, 
Beaty,  Bieknell,  Brodhead,  Canibrek-ng,  Clia|>man. 
(•.,!,  s,  Co.inor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cuslinian.  IJeCrali; 
I).,  lingo,.!..  Farringion,  FiiirlieM,  l''li-ii-)icr,  l-'rv,G.ant, 
H.uT.son,  Haynes,  H.jlt,  Howard,  W.  H.  Huirer,  R. 
.M.  T.  Huniur,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  J„nis 
Keim,  KlinL'eiismitb,  Mallory,  -M.ir.in,  -McKay,  .Mc- 
Clellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  .Mor- 
ri.s,  Marriu',  Palmer,  Parker,  Pennyoacker,  Pc  rikin, 
Piekens,  Plunier,  Potter,  Reilv,  Hives,  Robertson,  Siiel- 
fer.  'I'aylor,  Turticy,  Vad,  Webs  cr,  J.  W.  Williams, 
W.rthfneion,  Ye!l-fil. 

So  (there  not  being  two.thirds  in  fbvor)  the  rules 
were  not  suspenife.f  lo  allow  Mr.  Hauler's  motion 
being  received  at  this  time. 

P  tilions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Fair- 
field, and  Anderson,  of  Maine;  Alberlon,  Cush- 
man, and  Williams,  ol  New  Hampshire;  Calhoun, 
Reed,  Fletcher,  (for  iMr.  Phillips.)  Hastings,  and 
Ailaius,  of  Massachiisells;  Cranslou,  ol  '  Hbode 
Island;  Hal.y,  and  Holl,  of  Conn,  client;  Fblcber, 
All.n,  and  F.vcrell,  of  Vermonl;  Peck,  Russell, 
Grant,  P.iilerson.  Miriin.  Pratt,  Andrews.  Moore, 
Jackson.  Milehi  II,  Sibley,  Holfman,  anil  Child?,  of 
.V.-w  York;  .\ycrigg.  and  Sfrallon.  of  New  Jeiscy; 
Henry.  Ueily.  Pott.r.  S.Tgeaiit.  Darlington,  Pliimer, 
Kling.nsini'tli,  .McClure,  Navlor,  and  Tolaiid,  of 
Pemisylvani.i;  Milligan,  of  Delaware;  Ilowaid,  of 
Maryland;  M'lrgan,  Taliaferro.  B.inie.  Johnson, 
Kives,  and  Pciinybacker,  of  Virginia;  Eliuore,  ol" 
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Soiuu  Caiuliiia;  Coiiiiur,  Shi-|)|)eici,  and  Shepanl,  vision  tor  ilje  disposal  of  ihe  public  lands  in  llie  Indian 
ot"  Noiiti  Carolina;  Granllarid,  ol  Gt^or^^ia;  Hawts,  terriiory,  and  for  oiher  purpote^,"  base  been  located 
and  Underwood,  ot  Kentucky;  Carter,  Turney,  and  patented,  and  by  and  to  whom  the  location 
and  Pol l{  of  Tennessee-  Morris  Kilt^ore,  Leadfaet-  niade  and  the  patent  obtained;  wbat  conftrmed  claims 
r,  Harp'er,  CoHi.i,  Goode,  VVIiittlesey,  and  Allen,  fe"™  ''«="  '"'^a^''  and  not  yet  patented;  and  whatcoi: 
of 
E 
C 


r.  Harper,  Uottin,  UooUe,  vv  niiuesey,  and  Aiien,    'A     -  i"- "  -"—'f-  "••"  ■■"  j-'  j-'---". ......  ^„.. 

^  Onto;  Johnson,  ol  Louisiana;  Boon.  Dunn,  White,  ' '^'™'^, '^'"'"'1  have  not  been  located  or  pa.e.ited,  it; 

',,  "''""'  ,   n     I  III-       '    according  to  the  construction  given  to  the  law  by  the 

,wing,  H..  rod,  Ran,  en,  and   Gia^ia.n,  ol  Indiana;    department,  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  absolutely 

asey,  ul  Illinois;  Miller,  ami    Harrison,  ot  Mis- ,  a„d  completely  vested  in  the  confirmees  after  the  loca- 


Yell,    of    Arkansas;    Crary,   of    Mich  _ 
DovMiiiig,  ol  Florida;  and  Jones,  of  Wisconsin. 

Ainoii;;  these  petitions,  a  great  iiiunber  were  up- 
on the  lolloivinj;  subjects;  The  recent  duel;  the 
sub-treasury  scheme;  a  national  bank;  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  ol  Columbia;  the 
prevention  of  trade  in  sf 
the  annexation  of  Texas 

resolution  of  the  21st  ol  December  last;  the  Cliei'o 
kee  treaty,  &c.  winch  were  approjiriateiy  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  ^Jains,  presenting  memorials  ai^ainst  the 
sub  treasury  scheme,  and  in  lavor  of  a  national 
bank,  remarked  that  he  hardly  knew  what  to  do 
witli  these  memorials.  The  sub-treasury  scheme 
was  sleeping,  and,  as  he  hoped,  the  sleep  of  death. 
He  presumetj  that  there  vvas  not  now  much  neces- 
sity ol  petitioniiii^  conjjress  against  that.  But  he 
would  move  to  reler  the  memorials  to  the  coininit- 
tee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  which 
had  under  its  cohsideiation  the  project  of  a  new 
treasiiiy.     Ordered  accordingly. 

i\lr.  c,cereUy  of  Vermont,  oiiered  another  protest 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  against  the  New  Echota 
treaty;  which  he  moved  lo  have  printed. 

On  presenting  this  memorial  and  protest,  Mr. 
Everett  said  he  wished  to  say  to  the  house  and  to 
the  ine.iiorialists,  that  he  considered  the  previous 
aclion  of  the  house  as  final  for  this  st^ssion,  and  that 
he  should  make  no  other  motion  than  that  the  me- 
morial and  protest    be  printed;  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin^  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  cocuuiittees  were  called,  in  order,  for  reports, 
and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  IVhitlleset/,  of  Ohio,  Ironi  the  committee  of 
claims,  reported  against  the  petition  of  John  L.  Bo- 
gaidiis. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  H. 
Lincoln. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  from  the  committee  on  expendi- 
tures for  the  public  buildings,  made  a  report,  ex- 
hibiting a  statement  of  the  balance  due  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings,  ren- 
dered for  1837,  and  the  money  apjiropn-ited  and 
expended  by  act  of  July  4,  1S36,  of  which  the  fol- 
lo\\ing  is  an  abstract: 

Balance  due  on  account  of  1836  -  #16,005  30 
Amount  drawn  by  warrants  issued  by 

the   secretary   of  the  treasury   for 

1837  .... 


net  ol  Columbia;  the  <="'™'  """  '■  J"snce  ana  e.xpeaieiK 
property  in  the  States;  q"»n"iy  "'  'and  beset  apart  equal  to 
the  rinited  states-  the  I  ''"'"'S  "01  yei  surveyed,  locaied,  or  | 
the  United    states    tne    appuininient   of  commissioners   auti 


89,749  75 


Total 

Amount  expended     -  -  - 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  - 
Add  for  old  copper  sold 

Leaving  to  the  credit   of  the  United 
States         .... 


105,75 


(15 


.fi.-12  (143  05 


On  nccouni  of  lite  Ireasui-y  btiilJiiig. 
Amount  drawn  by  warrants  issued  by 

the  secretary  of  the  treasury         -    $180,000  00 
Amount  expended     -  -  -       176,953  54 


Leaving   a  balance  in   favor  of   the 
United  States         ... 


$3,046  46 


On  account  of  the  patent  office. 
Balance  due  the  United' States  lor  1836      $9,017  29 
Amount   of  wairants    issued    by    the 

secretary  of  the  treasury  for  1837  86,692  .56 


Expended 


,573  78 


On  motion  of  Mr,  McKay, 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolulio.i  of  Mr.  Tkompmn,  presented  on  the  19th 
of  March  1  ist,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  trea 
siiry  to  furnish  the  house  with  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  revenue  received  in  each  state  or  ter- 
ritory cliii-ing  the  year  1336,  Sic.  and  the  same  was 
reail,  ami  agieed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Riiiulreil,  That  llie  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  infirm  this  house  what  claims  coulinned  by 
the  cummissioners  for  examining  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Vincennes,  under  the  act  of  oontrress  ap- 
proved March  26,  1.S04,  entitled  "An  act  maliing  pro- 


npletely 
tion,and  betbre  possession  is  acquired  and  a  patent  is- 
sued,  or,  if  some  title  does  not  remain  in  the  United 
Stales,  until  possession  or  patent  be  obtained  by  the 
proper  clainiunt;  if  a  territorial  act  imposing  a  land  lax 
could  by  tax  sale  vest  title  to  confirmed  tracts  not  pa 
nted;  and  if  justice  and  e.xpediency  do  not  urge  a 
'to  sahsfy  coniirmed 
patented,  witli  the 
appuininient  ot  commissioners  authorized  to  receive 
testimony  in  relation  to  claims  neglected  for  want  ot 
proof,  or  suspended  for  want  of  due  atteniion  on  the 
pari  ot  the  claimant,  as  set  forth  in  the  published  re 
port  of  the  former  board  appointed  to  receive  and  dc 
cide  upon  said  claims;  and,  also,  that  he  furnish  this 
house  with  copies  of  any  opinions  of  the  attorney  gen 
eral  of  the  United  States,  and  allinstruciions  of  hisdC' 
parrment  touching  or  relating  to  any  of  the  points 
tiereiu  contained. 

Mr.  C'aiw.'ri/ it/orn's  submitted  (he  following  pre- 
auible  and  resolution,  which  were  agreed  to: 

Whereas,  the  stattinent  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  tor  the  contingent  expenses  ol  the 
military  estabhshment  for  the  year  1837,  submitted  to 
the  house  by  W.  B.  Lewis,  second  auditor  in  the  irea 
suiy  department,  contains  an  item  of  $800  allowed  to 
Samuel  Lewis,  by  the  secretary  of  war,  for  the  services 
of  his  son,  Edward,  (a  minor)  as  a  clerk  in  the  pension 
bureau,  war  department,  fiom  July,  1818,  to  July,  1819, 
v\hich  said  services  were  rendered  more  than  nineteen 
years  since: 

And,  whereas,  the  said  Samuel  Lewis  has  repeated- 
ly presented  said  claim  to  both  houses  ol  congress,  and 
It  has  been  rejected;  therefore, 

Kesolierl,  That  the  committee  on  the  expenditures 
of  the  department  of  war  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  to  this  house  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case,  and  why  said  claim  was  paid  after  having  been 
repeatedly  rejected  by  both  houses  of  congress. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resuli-ed,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  giving  to  Richard  Lawrence,con- 
tined  in  the  jail  of  this  cny  as  a  lunatic,  and  others 
similarly  situated,  the  benehts  of  some  suitable  lunahc 
asylum. 

Mr.  Bonrf  resumed  his  remarks  upon  the  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  during  the  morning  hour, 
and  spoke  thereon  until  the  expiralion  of  the  hour. 
Several  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  reading,  and  were  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

T/ie  senate  anti-dvelling  bill. 
This  bill  came  trom  the  senate,  and  received  its 
first  and  second  reading.  Mr.  Fairfield  moved  that 
it  be  refer;-ed  to  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, now  in  session.  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  ils  re- 
ference to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary;  which 
motion  having  precedence,  was  put  Hrst,  and  pre- 
vailed. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Montgome- 
ry to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  commitlee  ol'ways 
and  means,  tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  slale- 
inent  of  the  precise  sum  to  be  expended  upon  the 
exploring  expedition. 

Without  taking  the  question,  the  house  (at  half 
past  four  o'clock  I  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  10.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  who  have  both 
been  confined  to  their  rooms  for  some  days  by  iii- 
disposilioii,  have  ouffi^iently  recovered  to  be  able 
to  attend  the  house  to-day. 

A  hiiiiiber  of  reports  were  received,  among  them 
the  lollouing: 

filr.  Boiildin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  moved  to  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideralion  of  the   resolution   relative  to  a  retroces- 
sion   of  the    District    ol  Coliiinbia;  which    motion!  the  bill 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow.  a  third  tim 

Mr.  lleman  Mien,  from  the  committeeon  invalid 
pensions,  reported  against  the  resolution  oi  the  5th 
of  March  last,  for  extending  the  prox-isioiis  of  the 
acl  of  3d  March,  1837,  so  as  to  enibiace  all  per- 
sons v\  ho  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  wounded 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  also,  against 
the  p'tilion  of  Archiliald  Brockwell,  and  moved  to 
be  discharged  from  the  pelilion  of  John  W.  Cox, 
and  Ihat  it  be  committed  to  the  coiniiiitlie  of  Ihe 
whole  house;  likewise,  against  petitions  of  Mai ia 
Everett  and  Mary  Glanville. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  lirigixa, 

Rpsnlrr.l,  Thai  ilie  chart  of  the  country  across  the 
isthiihH  of  raiiama,  ar-companying  the  pre.sideni's 
mes.'iiijM'  III!  the-  siihjrei  of  a  canal  or  water  cominuni- 

catioii   hriw 1   ilie    Ailaiilic  and   Pacific  oceans,  be 

liihoyrimheil  and  piibli.'^lied  with  said  niessagr. 

Mr  Dawson,  from  the  commiltee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  from  the  senate  direct- 


ing the  mode  of  recording  deeds  within  tlie  District 
with  amendments,  which  wereagrcid  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  was  read  a  third  tune  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  Irom  the  coinmitlet  on  the  judiciary, 
moved  that  that  comiuittee  be  discharged  Iroui  the 
consideraiion  ol  the  senate's  bill  to  punish  duel- 
ling, and  ihal  it  b  leterred  lo  the  select  comn.it- 
tee  on  the  late  duel,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
folore  duels;  which  v\as  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Bond  occupied  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour  in  discussing  the  resolution  ol  Mr.  Hopkins, 
to  divorce  congress  tioni  the  iiev\spaptr  press. 

The  house  (lien  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
navy  appropriation  bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  niolion  of  Mr. 
Moalgnniery  of  North  Carolina,  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  iiisliiiclions,  lo  designate  the  special 
amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, 

Air.  Branson,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  house 
at  length  in  support  of  the  motion  lo  recommit. 

When,  at  the  ri quest  ol  Mr.  Cambreleng, 

Mr.  Montgomery  modified  his  motion  to  recom- 
mit, and  accepted  the  lollouing  jiroposed  by  Ml. 
Cambreleng,  viz.  to  amend  the  bill  by  so  reducing 
the  several  items  of  appropriation  as  in  eliecl  to 
cut  ort  the  expidilion  by  relnsing  the  means  of  car- 
rying it  on,  viz.  lo  slrike  out  g.l,312.(lii(l  lor  the 
pay  ol  officers  an. I  seamen,  and  insert  $1,172,100;  to 
strike  out  ,ft-60(l,000  for  provisimis,  and  insert  .$561,- 
000;  to  strike  out  $75,000  lor  medicines,  surgical 
instruments,  hospital  stores,  and  other  i  xpenses  on 
account  of  the  sick,  and  to  iii.sert  $72,300;  and  to 
strike  out  for  miscellaneous  expenditures  $450,000, 
and  insert  $439,3(10. 

The  debate,  the  report  of  which  will  be  given 
hereafter,  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Branson, 
Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Crary;  ail  ot  whom  oj.iiostd 
the  ainendinents. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  himself  said  be  should  vote 
against  it:  he  had  only  suggested  it  as  a  substitute 
of  the  molion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  avoid  a  re- 
commilniriit  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mallory  now  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  as  a  proviso  that  no  pari  of  the  mo- 
ney appropriated  by  this  bill  should  be  applied 
after  the  1st  of  May  next  to  the  south-sea  explor- 
ing expedilion,  without  the  further  action  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Montgomery  accepted  this  as  a  further  modi- 
fication ol   his  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  then  look  the  floor,  and  went  into  an 
extended  speech  in  opposition  to  the  expedition, 
and  in  favor  ol  converting  it  into  a  coast  squadron. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr,  Heed,  who  atlvocated 
the  expedition  as  a  measure  of  the  greatest  practi- 
cal utility,  as  perfectly  practicable,  and  as  now  re- 
qiiirrd  by  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Cuskman  now  moved  the  previous  question: 
but  the  house  refused  to  sustain  the  call,  only  36 
rising  in  ils  favor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  made  an  earnest  appeal  against  the 
abandoniii.-iit  of  the  enterfirise. 

After  a  biiel  explaiialion  by  Mr.  H'isc,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  Mr,  Mohlgoinery's  motion  as  incd- 
ified  by  the  acceptance  of  the  two  amendments  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Mallory,  \iz.  to  reduce 
the  appropriations,  and  to  confine  ilieir  application 
to  the  expedition  to  the  1st  of  May  next — and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and   nays  in  the   negative:  yeas  57, 


Mr.  Cmnhreleng  odercd  one  or  two  verbal  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  not  connected  with  the  exploring 
e.vpedilinn.  which  were  asrecd  to. 

Mr.  Mullory  moved  to  ndd  a  proviso,  that  in  offi- 
cering the  expedition,  the  law  of  Febrnarv,  1799, 
(which  forbids  vessels  of  a  certain  size  to  be  com- 
manded by  otficrrs  under  the  rank  of  a  captain) 
should  not  he  violated. 

This  aniomlinent  was  promptly  negatived;  and 
then  oidered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
to-morrow. 

The  house  then  ailjourned. 

Wednesday,  ^prilW.  The  first  business  before 
the  house,  being  a  report  of  the  commitlee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  opposition  to  a  memorial 
praying  for  a  retrocession  o|  the  Dislrict  to  the 
states  ol  Vir(;iiiia  and  Maryland — 

Mr.  Bouldin,  chairman  of  the  comniittee  who 
had  made  Ihe  report,  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  report  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  ./Idams  hoped  the  subject  would  be  disposed 
of  111  some  other  maniier  than  that  pro|  os(  d  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  It  inclinlid  very  many 
important  considerations,  one  of  which  was  Ihe 
conliniianreol  the  seat  of  government  in  this  place. 
He  did  not  desire  a  discussion,  but  honed  to  get  a 
direct  vote  upon  the  subject. 
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The  quest 
discharj^id,  ami  the  rf|ioil,  as  aioved  by  Mr.  Boiil 
dm.  I.ml  oil  the  table. 

The  lollowini.  .unong  other  reports,  were  receiv- 
ed Iroiii  sluiiiliiigcoiiiiiiittees: 

Mr.   McKay,    Iroiii   the   committee   on    military 
alfairfi,  re|)ortL'cl  a  bill  conceriiiiifj  the  western  frnn- 


were  of  the  reply  b.iiig  yiven;  but  the  house  relased  to, 
suspend — .\yes  SU,  noes  54:  not  two-thirds. 

I'he  navy  appioprialioii  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
lime,  aiMl  p. it  oil  ils  passaije,  when  i 

Mr.  Mitllory,  ol  Virginia,  alter  a  lew  prefatory  re-  ' 
marks,  r:ad  a  letter  lioiii  co.ii.  Jones,  addressed  to 
himsell,  and    vindicatory   ol'  his  character  as  con- 


•,  and  against  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  nected  with  the  exjdoriiiij  expeililioii;  and  said  that, 
19th  March  last,  relative  to  amending  the  act  of  at  a  proper  tiui.',  he  should  move  its  relerence  to  a 
19ih  May,  13:i6,  "to  provide  lor  Ihe  p\yinentof  com.nillee  of  the  house  with  a  view  to  a  re:;iil.ir  in- 
volunteers  and  militia  corps  in  the  service  of  the  vestigation  of  the  whole  subject.  Mr.  M.  then  went 
United  Slates,"  by  adopting  t'le  followinij  section  :  into  a  s.u'ies  of  remarks  explanatory  of  the  course 
"  That  so   much  of  the  second  section  of  the   act    of  the  commodore. 

above   named  as   relates   to  the   allowance  of :      Mr.  //o^mu/i  explained  on  the  subject  oflhe  ap- 

cents  a  day  to  Ihe  olficers  of  mounted  companies,  '  poiiitinent  of  lieutenant  Wilkes,  which  ho  insisted 
for  the  usr-  and  risk  of  each  horse,  shall  be  consid-  i  was  not  an  inlrin.;eineiilof  tne  rights  of  senior  olli 
ered  as  extending  to  all  stad' olficers  of  said  volun- '  cers,  inas.nncli  as  tins  was  a  sp.;cial  servici',  lo 
teers  or  inililii  corps    above  the  grade  of  captain."  |  which  the  ordinary  rules  of  seniority  did  nut  apply, 

Mr.  Htrliii,  lion  the   committee  on  private  land  las  was   manliest  in  Ihe  Briiisn  practice  in  the  case 
claims,  reported  a  .ainst   senate  bill  No.  17,  to  pro- '  of   Cook,    Ross,    and    Parry,   who  were  all  inferior 
vidi  for    issiiiui;  patents    for  certain  lands  at  Green  j  olficers  when  appointed  on  similar  expeditions. 
Bav.  Wisconsin  territory.  Tile  discussion  of  tnis  point   was  continued  be- 

Mr.  /ones,  of  N'ew  V'ork,  reported  a  bill  making   tween   Messrs.    Hujfmtn  and    WUe,  in  several  re- 
an  appropriation  for  the  compilation  of  the  laws  of 'joinders 
Floiida. 


Mr.  Wise,  (who  had  just  entered  the  house,)  ex 
pressed  a  desire  that  some  gentleman  who  had  vo- 
ted t '  lay  the  report  of  the  co  n  mtiee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  on  the  table,  would  move  a  re- 
coiisid;ratioa  of  the  vote,  to  give  an  opportiiJiity 
for  ni.n  to  move  that  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
CO  n  nittee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  stat  ■  of  Ihe 
Union.  H  •  believed  that  the  co  n  nittee  had  taken 
a  mist.ik-n  viewof  the  subject,  and  that  a  majority 
of  the  house  would  be  found  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
trocession. 

Mr.  Bnildin  said  he  bad  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  tlie  table  only  because  he  b-'lieved  tliat  a  dis- 
cussion of  it  would  inevitably  involve  Ine  discus- 
sion of  a  subject  which  the  house  had  deter  nined 
should  not  be  a.;itated  in  this  house.  For  himself, 
his  o.vn  pers  )nal  opinion  was.  most  decidedly,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  that  all  restrictions  should  be 
tak^n  o.r.  an.l  that  the  people  should  know  exactly 
and  filly  alltnat  wa-i  goin.jon;  but  in  deference  to 
th'decisioi  of  the  ho  ise,  and  also  to  the  wishes 
of  his  o.vn  constituents,  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table 


Mr.  Iii'^hnin  then  made  some  sl.itein  nls  in  rela- 
tion to  the  all-„'ed  exp.'ndituies  on  Ihe  eX|).Mlilion, 
insislin.;  that  al^'r  the  due  deductions  li.id  b^-eii 
male  for  the  vessels  and  material  slill  on  hand, 
th.-  l.iss  which  had  occurred  would  not  amount  to 
ff\m,mw. 

Mr.  IVi^c  controverted  this,  and  insisted  that  the 
loss  would  be  litile  short  of  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
He  Ih  Ml  gave  some  advice  to  thi;  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration on  the  subject  of  economy. 

Mr.  Boon  inov.-d  llie  previoii.s  question,  and,  alter 
two  counts,  the  motion  was  sustained:  Ayes  6i, 
noes  61. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
iand  the  bill  was  passed. 

I  .\  bill  liom  the  senate  for  completing  the  re- 
I  inoval  of  the  raft  in  Red  river,  was  read  a  third 
;  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
through  Indiana  and  Illinois,  with  aiO'-ndnients  from 
Ihe  co.nmitteeof  the  whole  on  the  stale  ol  the  union, 
coming  up  next  in  order,  was  debated  throughout 
the  residue  ol  the  siiling. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  reroininit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  tne  whole,  with  instructions  to  report 


M.fj-.  I      L-  t      i  il-  .L  ,  UUllJlllllirt'   VI    lilc    1,  in'ic,    vy  II  II    iii^vi  iii-lii-'ii.-<    iw    leiiuii 

r.  (r,,.e  renewed   his   appeal   to    the  southern    ^  ^,||  ^^^^.       ,|,^  ^.^^j^  „,  ,1,^  ^„^j    -^  i,^     ^^i^.,,^ 

mllemen.     The   discussion   of  the   report  would    „,,,„   ,o  the  states  tliron"-h  .-iii-h  i.  „.„o     "^ 


not  involve  the  subject  of  abolition  in  tne  remotest 
degree.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  subject,  and  it 
WIS  precisely  to  avoid  it  that  he  wanted  this  report 
referred  to  a  co  n  nittee  of  the  whole.  He  wanted 
to  have  the  siibj-ct  put  at  rest  forever.  \  favora- 
I  ble  opportunity  was  iioiv  presented  to  ellVot  this, 
I  and,  if  it  were  sulfered  to  pass  by,  they  might  never  ' 

have  another. 
I       Mr.  Hjrl'in  now  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tlie 
decisioii  to  lay  th  ■  report  of  the   com. nittee    upon  [ 
the  table.     .Mr  ll^iif  give  a  notice  that,  if  a  motion  i 
to  reconsider  should  prevail,  he  would  iinmedialely 
move  to  reler  the    re[)0rt    to    a  co.u:nit[ee    of  the 
whole  on  the   state  of  Ihe  union.     Mr.  M ison,  of 
0  lio,  moved  to  lay  .\Ir.  H  ulan's  motion  for  r  con- 
sideration on  the   taule.     Mr.    Wise  demanded  on 
I  this  motion  the  yeas  ami    nays.     Mr.  .idams  gave 
)  notice  to  the  gentleman   fro  n   Virginia  th.it,  if  he 
'  supposed  the  subject  of  abolition   would  not  be  in- 
1   voived  in  the  discussion  ol  this  report,  he  was  wide- 
ly mistaken.     It  >vould  involve   that  subject  most 
deeply  and  thoroughly  :  as  well  as  the  q  lestion  of 
the  continuance  oi"  the  seat  of  government  within 
the  District  ol  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wise  said  all  the  abolitionists  Were  opposed 
to  retrocession,  because  this  District  was  their  cho- 
sen field  of  operations;  every  southern  man  ought 
to  vote  for  retrocession,  expressly  with  a  view  to 
take  this  fi  dd  out  of  their  hands. 

T  I  ■  yeas  an{  nays  w.;re  tak-n  upon  th^  motion  of 
Mr.  M  ison.  and  it  was  decided  in  the  atfirmative — 
V.  as  82,  nays  6:J. 

So  .Mr.  Harlan's  motion  to  rtconsider  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Th,'  Hanse  th-;n  pass.'d  to  the  unfinised  business 
of  the  morning  hour,  which  was   the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Hopkins' resoln'.ions  on  divorcing  the  gov- 
!    ern  mnt  f r  i  n  the  newspaper  press. 

Mr.  Bill  resiin'd  an  1  continued  his  speech  in 
support  ofthe  motion;  until  he  was  again  cut  short 

by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour.  ,      .     ,    „  ... 

Mr.  Cimbrelens  moved  that  the    house  proceed    topher  Clark,  ol    Thomas   Cooper,   and  ol    1  uili 

■    totheord-rsofthedav.  Marshall,  and   others,  were   severally   considered, 

Mr.  Wi^e.  bv  consent,  put  to  Mr.  Hamer  the  in-    and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading.  ,    ,     r  „„ 

quiry  wien   th.  ho  ,s.  mig'-t  exp,ct   his  promis-d        The  bill  to  aulhon/.e  the   inpor  al.on,  -luty  free 

?esolutio  1  on  th-  subject  ol  the  resumption  of  specie    of  one  of  Mapiei  s  improved  pnnling  presses,  was 

payment  by  the  banks.  reco.nmitted  lo  the  committee  on  finance. 

^  Mr.  HrLr  ros.,  and  was  aboutto  reply,  when  Tire  senate   resumed    the   considera  lion   of    le 

Mr.  P^hiJcia  objected.     [A.  laugh.]       '  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  ol  the  public 

Mr.  rVise,  moved  to  suspend  th»  rules  to  allow  I  landj. 


state,  to  the  stales  through  which  it  ri 

The  inolion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  warmly  opposed  by  Messrs.  liwing 
and  Boon,  of  Indiana,  and  explained  and  defended 
bv  the  mover,  wli  -n  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  hav. 
ing  obtaineil  the  lloor,  !;ave  vvay  lor  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ; and  the  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

THURSDAV's    PROCEEPt  N'GS. 

Senile,  .ipril  12.  Mr.  Biiclirian  presented  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and 
reconiuieiiding  to  congress  to  pass  a  law  prohibit- 
ng  any  one  concerned  in  a  iluel  Iroin  holiling  any 
olfice  under  the  government.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  A'ori'f/;  odered  a  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  that  senators,  if  absent,  must  he  absent  on 
leave,  or  be  necessarily  d-tained  by  sickness,  iind  -r 
tlie  penally  of  not  receiving  their  p.iy  during  such 
absence. 

Mr.  Gnindij,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Rug.{les,  accused  of  corrupt  practices, 
made  a  report,  accoinpanied  with  docii.neiils,  to 
which  was  appended  tlie  folloiving  resolution, 
unanimously  approved  by  the  committee,  and  which 
lies  on  the  table  for  consideraiioii: 

Itcsolrrd,  That  there  is  no  sulficient  evidence  to 
establish  the  charges  of  corruption  made  against 
the  hon.  John  R'igiles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  (the  report  having 
been  read.)  501)  extra  copies  ol  the  report  and  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  inolion  of  .Mr.  Wall,  the  report  of  captain 
Carney  and  others,  on  certain  coast  surveys,  was 
ref'rred.  and  ordered  lo  be  prinlid. 

The  bills  siippl'inentary  to  Ihe  act  for  the  ad- 
just neni  of  titles  to  land  in  D  droit,  Michigan,  and 
for  other  pnrposs;  for  the  r'di  f  of  Jahez  L.  and 
.\sa  White;  and  for  the  rf  lief  of  James  Dutton, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passeil. 

The  bills  for  Ihe  ndief  of  Elias  Jolins.  of  Chr^s- 


Oii  inolion  of  .Mr.  Huttburd,  the  bill  »as  inodilied 
so  as  to  make  the  minimum  price  sivenlyhve 
Cents,  anil  the  longest  lime  for  any  particular  pro- 
cess of  reduction  ten  years. 

Mr.  ll'iiMrc  entered  into  a  general  argument, 
chi  lly  statistical,  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  lienton 
spoke  also  in  favor  of  the  bill.  .Mr.  Vrillendcn 
spoke  hrielly  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  7V/,(o;i 
moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  limiting  earli  puich.is- 
er  under  it  lo  a  quarter  section.  Mr.  WnlLer  mov- 
ed to  am  nd  this  a.ner.dinent  by  fixing  the  liuiil  lo 
one  section  instead  of  a  quart'-r. 

These  a.iicnduienls  v\ere  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Tiplon,  Clay,  of  .\labaina,  WiMer,  Sei-icr,  Rubin- 
son.  A.'im;,  and  lienton. 

Mr.  Walker's  amendment,  fixing  Ihe  limit  on  one 
seclion  lor  each  purchaser,  was  agreed  lo:  Ayes 
18,  noes  M. 

Mr.  7'r>(mi,  on  the  suggtstion  of  Mr.  Walker, 
amended  his  am  ndinent  as  now  modified,  by  pro- 
viiling  that  no  purchaser  under  this  bill  shoiild  be 
prohibited  from  buying  any  quantity  of  land  at 
$\  25  per  acre. 

The  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  ailopted  by 
th.-  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan.  Clav,  of  Ky. 
Clayton,  Crittenden.  Davis,  Hi.bbaid,  McKean, 
.Merrick,  .\uholas,  Niles,  Prentiss.  Preslon,  Rues, 
Roane,  Robbins.  Smith,  of  Conne.ticnt,  Smith,  ol 
Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams— 
23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Clay, of  Alabama,  Ful- 
ton. Griindv,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Norvcll, 
Robinson,  Sei  ier,  Trotter.  While,  Young— U. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hnbhard,  King,  Linn,  Lump, 
kin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles.  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  S.nith.  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walk- 
er, White,  Young— 21. 

NAYS— .Me.ssrs.  Buchanan,  Cl.iy.  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McK-an,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Swift,  Wall,  Williams— 16. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Rppresenlalivrs,  Thursday  .Ipril  12.  Mr. 
Fairfield  and  .Mr.  McKennan,  on  leave,  presented 
sundry  memorials  on  the  subject  oflhe  late  dud. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  leave  lo  oder  two  resolutions  of 
inquiry  in  the  following  terms  : 

Wiiereas  a  resolution  wai  [lassed  this  house  on 
Ihe  seventh  of  December  last,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent of  Ihe  United  States  "  lo  furnish  to  this  house 
(an  ong  olher  things.)  copies  of  all  letters,  docu- 
ments, and  cnmrniinieations  which  have  passed  be- 
tween the  secretary  oflhe  navy,  Ihe  com.nissioners 
ofthe  iiavy  board,  and  the  olficers  or  pi-rsons  rela- 
tive to  all  matters  connected  with  the  preparation, 
onlfit,  and  sailing  of  the  exploring  expedition;"  and 
whereas  this  house  has  not  yt-l  been  turnishid  with 
Ihe  ilocuin"nls.  letters,  and  co  nmnnications  called 
for,  allhoiigh  ujiwards  of  lour  months  ha\e  elapsed 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  the  session 
is  now  drawing  towards  a  close: 
^  Therefore,  resolved,  Thar  the  president  of  the 
Uiiiled  Slates  be  requested  to  inform  this  house 
whether  or  not  he  intends  lo  comply  with  lire  re- 
quest of  this  resolution,  by  transmitting  th'-  copies 
ofthe  docuinents,  letters,  and  |iaper-3  called  for,  and 
why  they  have  not  long  since  been  furnished. 

Resolved,  That  the  presidenl  of  the  United  States 
be  reqiiest ed  lo  communicate  at  as  early  a  time  as 
practicable  whether  the  nnmbHr  of  the  scientific 
corps  apnoinlcd  to  the  exploring  exp  dition  has 
been,  or  is  to  be.  reduced;  and  if  so,  to  commiiiii- 
cate  Ihe  riami'S  of  those  who  are  to  be  dismissed, 
copies  of  their  ajipointinenls,  and  the  cause?  of  the 
reduction;  as  also  copies  of  all  lett'  rs  and  corres- 
pondence which  have  passeil  b  hveen  them,  or 
either  of  them,  and  (he  secretary  of  the  navy,  sec- 
ri-tary  of  war,  commissioners  of  Ihe  navy  board,  or 
any  other  agent  or  olficer  oflhe  United  Slates  rela- 
tive to  the  in  liters  connected  with  the  objects,  pre- 
paration, outfit,  and  sailing  ofthe  expedi  ion. 

The  house  refused  leave  to  Mr.  Niylor  to  olfer 
these  rsoliiiions  at  this  time.  The  lo'e  on  t'  ii  p- 
quest  di.-closii  g  the  fad  that  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent— 

Mr.  H'lynes  movetl  a  cill  ofthe  house. 
On  this  motion.  .Mr.  Pelrikin  rlemandcd  the  yeas 
and  nays:  w  hicb,  hi-'in-i  taken,  resiilled  as  follows — 
Yeas  5S,  nays  6:}.     So  Ihe  call  was  refused. 
The  followinir  reports  were  received; 
Mr.  L'nderuood.  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  2Slh  December  last,  reported  a  joint 
resolution,  requirine:  the  secretary  of  w;;r  lo  deliver 
lo  Frd  rick    Hancock  and  Gfolge  W.  Woodward 
Ihe  Hag  carried  by  the  enemy  in  tlie  bailie  and  mas. 
sacre  of  Wyoming  in  July,  1778,  to  be  deposited 
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in  such  place  as  the  p-Oiile  of  VVyo.iiin 
iniy  (l-^iguate,  tiiilil  the  iiresid-nt  ol  th 
States  may  thinic  propi-r  to  reclaim  it. 

Mr  U  'brietly  explained  the  grounds  ot  there- 
port  and  observed  that,  since  the  application  lor 
this  tla  '  had  b,>en  mvh:  it  had  been  discovered  that 
it  was  not  the  fla^  b.irne  by  the  Aaiencan  forces, 
but  by  their  enemies  ajidc.u.-l  destroytrs.  Healso 
Slid  lie  hail  consulted  the  accoaut  of  the  massacre, 
a=    'iven    by  Potter  in   his  history  of  the   United 

StaLM,  hit  on  referring  to 'gentlemen  from  the  s|iot,  ,    ■      ,u     ,  r 

he  had  hcen  assured  that  the  representations  ol  that  |  P.  Barbour  sin   the  hou^^c,  ol 
historian  were  extrem  dy  inaccurate,  anil  not  at  all  '  '"  '' 

to  be  relied  upon.  He  quoted,  particularly.  Pot- 
ter's description  of  the  massacre,  and  said  he  had 
been  informed  that  nearly  the  whole  was  without 
foundation.  As  to  the  resolution  itself,  he  pre- 
sumed there  could  be  no  objection  to  it.  It  merely 
gave  a  permission  whic'i,  under  the  circumstances, 
woiM  probihly  never  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  t'ch-ildn,  the  representative  from  Wyoming, 
observed  tint  b  it  one  p>r50U  had  been  here  examiii- 
in--  the  till,'  in  the  first  instance;  sine  then,  others 
had  seen  iF,  ami  ascertained  that  it  was  the  flag  ol' 
the  British  party  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
mass.icre,  and  there  was  now  no  desire  at  Wyo- 
min  >■  to  possess  or  to  look  at  it.  H  ;  hoped  the  reso- 
lutioli  would  not  pa-s;  and  he  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  He  withdrew  the  motion,  however,  at 
the  request  of  .        .         ,         ,  ,  ,  .u 

Mr.  Poller,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  addressed  the 
house  in  remarks  of  s  line  length,  of  which  are- 
port  sh  ill  appear  in  our  next. 

Mr.  Pt■?)•^7,■m  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to.  So 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  now  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  r'sum  -d  th=  consideration  of  the  hill  to  extend 
th- Cumberland  road  throiu'h  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois;  and  the  qiiestion  being  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Un  I  -rwood,  pro,)osing  a  re-coin  uitment  of  the 
bill,  witli  instructions  lo  cede  the  road  to  the  states 
throu.;li  which  it  passes;  together  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto  moved  by  Mr.  Ewing,  as  followi: 

Procileil,  howeeer.  That  the  same  sum  per  mile 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  to  finish  anil  com 
plet'  the  work  vet  unfinished,  to  Jerferson  city,  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  as  has  been  expended  per 
mile  on  the  portion  of  said  road  already  transferred 
and  ceded  to  the  states  through  which  it  passes; 
and  said  average  sum  per  mile  shajl  be  paid  to  the 
states  immediately  interested,  in  three  annual  in- 
stalments, the  first  to  be  payable  on  the  passage 
and  approval  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Pope,  who  had  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
went  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  origin,  pro- 
gress, coiislitiitJonalily,  and  expediency  of  coiiliiui- 
in>'  and  completing  the  road.  He  examined  the 
doctrine  of  contract  as  applied  to  this  work,  insist- 
in"  that  the  government  was  bound  to  compUde  it, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  injustice  and  the  national  dis- 
o-race  of  now  abandoning  the  vvork. 
°  Mr.  Ho/se;/,  of  Georgia,  next  took  the  floor,  in 
decided  opposition  to  the  bill  generally;  insisliiig 
that  the  appropriations  for  this  road  went  to  create 
a  national  debt,  and  to  advance  consolidation.  He 
arn-ued  the  constitutional  question,  insisting  that 
the  wtiole  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
general  government  was  nnconstilutional,  and   that 


tion  of  ils  coiislitutioiialily  by  Jefferson,  Madison, 
and  Gallatin,  Monroe,  Adams,  and  Jackson;  and 
deprecated  the  injury  which  must  result  from  with- 
holding the  appropriation  now  proposed  in  tlie  bill. 
He  regretted  the  unexpected  quarter  from  which 
the  opposition  to  it  now  proceeded. 

Mr.  JIherlon  expressed  his  coiiciirrence  in  the 
views  taken  by  Messrs.  Caiii|ibell,  Underwood,  and 
Robertson,  against  the  bill;  denied  the  obligation  of 
any  contract  in  the  matter;  quoted  a  speech  of  Mr. 
Clay's  in  the  senate,  in  1S3.5,  and  another  of  Mr. 
earlier  date;  ar- 
ued  generally  against  the  system,  and  concluded 
by  sending  to  be  read  a;  the  clerk's  table  certain 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Good  briefly  expressed  his  regret  at  tlie  op- 
position of  Mr.  Underwood  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  went  into  an  extended  vindica- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements generally;  he  went  into  the  question  of 
its  constitutionality.'  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Giles 
anu  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  as  having  both  reported 
in  favor  of  the  system,  of  which  those  two  decided 
advocates  of  state-righls  were  virtually  the  fathers. 
He  argued  the  right  to  make  this  and  other  roads 
in  the  new  lands,  on  the  ground  of  proprietorship  in 
the  Uniled  States,  and  insisted  strongly  on  their 
utility  snd  indispensable  importance  in  time  of  war; 
an  event  he  dreaded  as  likely  soon  to  take  place  on 
our  western  frontier.  In  conclusion,  he  replied  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Robertson,  whose  charges 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  system  had  been 
condnct'Ml  he  considered  as  very  unfair. 

Mr. //ii/rtPS  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved  an 
adjournment;  which  motion  prevailing. 
The  house  adjourned. 


theconlinuan-ceof  this  road  was  bad  policy  in  every 
view.     H;  utterly  scouted  the   doctrine  ol  contract 
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tion. 

Mr.  Roberlsun  expressed  much  gratification  at 
the  presentation  of  Mr.  Underwood's  amendment, 
in  which  be  thought  he  saw  the  dawmofbetlcrtimes 

w'hen  the  system   of  internal   improvemonls  1 

the  general  government  should  be  totally  abai 
doiie"il,  or  at  least  placed  noon  a  footing  of  more 
equ  d  justice.  He  denied  the  obligation  of  any  eo 
tracts  in  relation  lo  this  road  bdween  the  states 
and  the  general  government,  since  the  states  had 
received  far  over  the  amount  of  their  2  per  cent, 
fund. 

Mr.   CJ/irferwoorf  supplied  liim 
going  to  show  that    more    than 
been    expended    upoi 
Slates.  ^.,     . 

L  Mr.  JJoledso;!  then  went  mlo  a  constitutional  ar- 
gument against  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments as  a  whole.  If  the  system  operated  iineqnally, 
it  ought  to  be  abolished  as  unjust:  if  it  operate. I 
equaTly,  it  ought  to  be  abolished  as  useless.  He 
adverted  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury, 
and  a|iaealed  to  the  friends  of  the  admiiiistralion 
as  having  the  power  to  arrest  this  system;  for  <vhich 
there  co  ild  not   be    a    belter   opportunity  than  tlie 


witli    a    statenier 

seven    millions  ha 

road    by    the    Unite 


Mr.  hariikn  traced  hack  the  history  of  tin 
from  its  CO  n  nenceiuent  ;  adverted  lo  Ihe  c 
ued  favor  shown  it  by  the   government;   the 
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CHRO.MCLE. 
Texas.     The  assembly  of  New  York  by  a   vote 
of  80  to    13,   have   adopted   the   Ibllowing  resolu- 
tion— 

Resoloed.  (if  the  senate  concur,"!  That  the  ad- 
mission of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  this  union 
would  be  entirely  repugnant  to  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  and  would  endanger  the  union  of 
these  United  Stales." 

The  Boston  Post  says  that  the  president  and 
cashier  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  that  city  h.ae 
been  returned  by  tliegre.nd  jury  as  guilty  of  wilful 
perjury,  and  warrants  have  been  issued  against 
them.     They  have  both  absconded. 

Department  of  Slate,  Washington  Jlpril  2,  1S3S. 
[iiforination  has  been  received  at  this  department 
from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Kingston, 
Jamacia,  in  a  letter  dated  on  the  19tli  ultimo,  that 
a  duty  of  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thousand  is 
now  charged  at  that  poit  on  flooring  boards  that 
are  tongued,  grooved  and  planed,  being  one  dollar 
sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  more  than  when  in  a 
rough  slate. 

Gen.  Wm.  H.  Marriott,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
was  on  the  12th  inst.  unanimously  nominated  by 
the  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  natio.ial  ad- 
ministration, as  a  candidate  for  congress  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim. 

Blisphctny.  The  supreme  court  of  Messachu- 
selts  has  denied  to  Abner  Kneelaml  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
against  Ihe  verdict  of  a  jury,  pronouncing  him 
guilty  of  blisphemy.  When  Mr.  Kneeland  had 
read  his  reasons  lor  an  appeal,  the  Boston  Post 
says,  "That  chief  justice  Shaw  replied  that  an  ap- 
peal would  not  lie  because  Ihe  case  did  not  come 
within  any  law  of  the  United  States.  Neither  did 
Ihe  slate  law  under  which  he  was  convicted,  con- 
flict with  any  provision  of  the  constitution  ol  the 
United  States.  That  constitution  only  prohibited 
conirress  from  passing  laws  respecting  retision;  and 
theiefore  left  it  to  the  slate  lo  legislate  njion  that 
great  subject.  His  honor  added,  that  if  he  knew  of 
any  way  in  which  Mr.  K.'s  case  could  be  carried  up 
to  the  United  States  supreme  court,  he  certainly 
would  inform  him  of  the  best  course  to  pursue  lo 
elfrct  that  purpose.  II  the  case  were  appealable, 
a  writ  of  error  was  the  only  nielhod  knoun  to  the 
law,  by  which  it  conld  be  done." 
The  Piltsbiirg  Manufacturer  of  Saturday  says; 
The  rivers  "are  falling  fast;  at  present  'there 
is  but  six  feet  water  in  the  channel.  Steamboats 
are  still  departing  and  arriving  briskly,  freight 
rather  scarce,  but  passengers  numerous. 

Business  on  Ihe  canal  is  not  large,  but  will  pro- 
bably increase  gradually  through  the  season. 

The  Yarmouth  Register  says  that  captain  Isaiah 
Baker  has  S  sons  at  sea. 

Dmidfnl  ca^nalli/.  The  Nashua  (N.  H.)  Gazette 
of  Fiiday  slates  thatthe  following  dreadful  casualty 


occurrid  in  the  town  of  Nelson  on  the  previous 
Saturday.  Henry  Melville,  esq.,  president  of  the 
Manufacturers'  Bank  at  New  Ipswich,  was  engag- 
ed in  blasiing  rocks,  and  was  slooping  down  to 
commiiiiicate  fire  to  the  train,  when  a  coal  was 
blown  by  the  wind  directly  upon  Ihe  powder,  and 
the  whole  charge  exploded.  Mr.  Melville  was 
shockingly  mangled;  his  aim  and  shoulder  were 
broken,  liis  head  hi  nised,  and  bnih  his  eyes  put  out. 
In  this  slate  he  lingered  till  Tuesday  night  last, 
when  he  expired.  He  was  about  fifty  yeai's  of  age, 
and  was  extensively  known  and  respected. 

Dahlias.  It  is  little  more  llian  twenty  years  since 
the  first  dahlia  was  introduced  into  Kurope,  and  al- 
ready it  has  become  the  universal  favorite  ol  the 
the  florists.  It  is  a  native  of  the  marshes  of  Peru: 
and  was  called  after  Dalil,  the  famous  Swedish 
botanist.  The  numberof  known  varieties  is  nearly 
five  hundred. 

Morlality  of  Washington  city.  According  to  Ihe 
report  of  Dr.  Lindsley.  president  of  the  board  of 
health,  Ihirty-tuo  deaths  have  been  reported  lo 
the  board  for  the  month  ending  the  .Slst  of  JMarcii. 
Of  these,  there  were  of  the  age  of  two  years  and 
under,  eleven;  between  two  and  ten,  one;  between 
ten  and  thirly,  five;  between  thirty  and  lorty,  six; 
between  fifty  and  eighty,  seven;  upwards  of  eighty, 
two. 

Diseases.  Pleii.resy,  six;  consumption,  six;  mea- 
sels,  one;  convulsions,  three;  childbed,  two;  still- 
born, one;  decline,  three;  dysentery,  one;  iiilem- 
p'rance,  one;  not  reported,  three;  croup,  two; 
worms,  two;  small-pox,  one. 

Upper  Canada. — Sutherland  was  found  guilty  on 
the  'ii,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  executed. 

The  reformers  addressed  the  new  governor,  Sir 
G.  Arthur,  on  the  subject  of  extendinii-  the  royal 
clemency  to  Sutherland,  and  two  others,  Lount  and 
Mathews,  who  are  found  guilty  with  him,  and  to 
the  other  jirisoners;  but  ids  excellency's  answer 
left  no  ground  lor  hope.  Lount  and  Matthews  were 
ordered  to  be  executed  on  the  12th. 

We  learn  that  governor  Marcy  has  received  a 
very  friendly  letter  from  Sir  G.  Arthur,  the  new 
governor,  expressing  a  desire  that  all  the  amicable 
relations  that  hitherto  subsisl'-d  between  that  pro- 
vince and  the  United  States  may  be  immedialely  re- 
established.—[A^.  Y.  Star. 

Lord  Gnford,  late  governor  general  of  the  Cana- 
das,  has  sailed  lor  London  in  the  ship  Toronlo. 

It  was  stated  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Missis- 
sippi colonizaiion  society,  held  at  Nalchez  on  the 
14th  of  Mirch,  that  captain  Isaac  Ross  of  that 
state  had  bequeathed  to  the  American  colonization 
society  his  entire  estate  estimated  at  -100,(111(1  dol- 
lars. His- will  emancipates  all  his  slaves,  amoun- 
ting to  170,  and  provides  for  their  removal  and  set- 
tlement in  the  society's  colony. 

The  nett  profit  de'rived  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany from  Ihe  opium  sold  at  Calcutta  in  the  year 
IS3f)-7,  is  estiinaicd  at  nine  and  a  quarter  millions 
of  Spanish  dollars.  The  amount  sold  in  that  pfriod 
was  I(),!)Ifl  chests.  It  is  usually  calculated  that  the 
cost  cd'  the  company  is  2.jO  rupees  j'er  chest,  but  in 
the  above  e.vlimate,  the  cost  is  put  at  3  0.  The 
total  aiiiouiit  received  from  the  four  sales  in  1S36-7, 
was  25,3,05,3(10  rupees.  The  value  of  the  sicca 
rupee  is  about  4C  cents.  The  amount  sold  last 
year  is  more  than  double  the  sale  of  1331-2.  The 
"■raater  part  of  this  opium  goes  to  China 

[Plulad.  Nat.  Gaz. 
Kcw  Orleans  and  Texas.  The  intercourse  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Texas  is  becoming  daily 
more  frequent,  and  calls  are  already  made  in  the 
New  Orleans  papers,  for  iiicreasfd  faciliiies  of  con- 
veyance. The  steam  packet  Ccliiinbia,  the  only 
one  in  the  trade,  has  been  doing  a  highly  profitable, 
business,  having  convey  d  about  seven  hundred 
passengers,  within  the  last  two  mor.ths.  besides 
freight  siifiieient  to  pay  lor  fuel  and  oilier  chaiiics. 
The  Bulletin  urges  that  the  steam  packet  Cuba  be 
put  into  the  trade. 

Great  fire  at  Nalchiloclies.  A  fire  occurred  at 
Natchilcclies,  Lnii.  on  the  17th  of  Maich  which 
laid  a  fair  T'Oition  of  the  town  in  ruins.  It  broke 
out  in  the  building  owned  by  Mr.  Grossman,  and 
before  the  citizens  could  check  its  progress,  it  had 
laid  desolate  half  Ihe  square  upon  v, hicli  the  Epis- 
copal church  stood.  The  rrsidence  of  J\Iis.  Har- 
rison. Dr.  Hord,  Mr.  Crossmaii,  Mr.  Martin,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  out  houses  from  the  cliurcb  (in- 
cluding that  building)  on  chinch  street,  to  the  old 
Exchange  hank  on  St.  Dennis  stnet;  from  thence 
the  whole  width  of  the  square  lo  second  street. 
Theloss  is  estimalimated  at  $90,000.  It  orijina- 
ted  tlirough  the  negligence  of  a  servant  in  the  kit- 
chen." 

William.  C.  Lane,  whig,  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  St.  Louis,  by  a  majority  of  two  liuudred  and 
three  votes  over  C.  Collins,  V.  B. 
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AT    §5    PER     ANNl'M,     PAYABLE    IN    ADVANCE. 

iJCj-l.i  t.ie  s.'ii.ite)Vst,T,l,iy.  liij  bi.l  lo  prev.-nt  tin- 
issuiii,'  .Hid  circul.ilioii  oi;  (he  not,  9  oltlie  lat.'  li  ink 
oftlie  Umteil  Stuies  «;ison1  -red  lo  b,;  eii.;roi5eJ  lor 
a  thiiil  reading:  Ayes  27,  ii.iys  U. 

B.VNK3,  CURRKXC  Y,  Scc.  It  will  be  secn  Ironi  our 
notice  ol  tll«  proceoilin,'s  of  the  Ule  bank  convcn- 
lirtii,  inserleil  in  a  subsequent  pa.;e,  that  that  body 
adjourned,  sine  rfie,  on  Alondiy'la.st,  alter  reconi- 
mendm.;  to  all  the  b  inks  ol  the  sever.il  states  to  re- 
sume speci.'  payments  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary n  xt,  vvitlio  it  pr.icludin^  an  earlier  resiiiiiption 
on  the  part  of  such  binks  as  inay  find  it  necessary, 
or  deem  it  proper.  The  recommendation  was 
adopted  by  the  Ibllowin^  vot, 
Vcui.  Nr,s. 

.Maine,  New  York, 

Ver  no;it,  Mijiis:,i|)pi 

Mus.iCuiselts, 

Rnode  Island, 


Con 

New  J^'rsey, 

D.la.vare, 

District  of  Columbia, 

Virginia, 

"    '  olina, 


.'Ibsent. 
New  H  iinpshire, 
PMinsyUania, 
Miry  land. 
South  Carolina, 
G>)Orj,'ia, 

unio, 

Krntnckv, 
Tennessee, 
Alabama, 
Michij'au. 


North  Cai 

ladiai 

Illinois, 

Missouri. 

Tne  co.u.nittee  was  co  npo3?d  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  delegates,  froui  eighteen  diiferent 
States,  viz: 


Maine,       . 

1 

Penn.sylvania, 

2 

Vermont, 

6 

Maryland, 

6 

N.  Hampshire, 

1 

Dis.  of  Columbia, 

2 

M.ijsachusetts, 

21 

Vir  'inia. 

4 

Rnode  Island, 

9 

Njr:h  Carolina, 

1 

Connecticut, 

21 

Indiana, 

1 

New  York, 

■I) 

iVlississippI, 

2 

New  Jersey, 

14 

Illinois, 

2 

Delaware, 

3 

Missouri, 

1 

We  haie  br'fore  us  a  number  of  comments  upon 
the  proceedings.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette, 
in  alluding  to  the  negative  votes  j^iven  by  New 
York  and  Alississippi,  says— 

The  banks  of  thd  former  are  compelhd,  by  le- 
gislative enactment,  to  resume  in  iSIay.  The  latter, 
Mississippi,  was  most  anxious  to  have  the  resump- 
tion def-rred  to  July.  H39,  when  the  proceeds  of 
another  crop  would  be  realized. 

"Considering  the  peculiar  outcry  recently  made 
ia  Virgiitia,  undoubtedly  many  will  be  surprised  to 
i>..TC.-ive  that  the  banks  of  that  slate  went  for  the 
most  distant  date  ot  resumption,  viz.  January;  and 
the  Boston  banks,  carrying  with  them  the  voles  of 
Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  Connecticut,  were  on 
the  same  side,  notwithstandin^j  the  comforting  con- 
clusions to  which  the  New  Yorkers  had  come  re- 
lative to  their  eastern  brethren. 

"The  banks  of  New  York,  it  will  be  perceived, 
were  the  only  ones  that  desired  the  early  resump- 
tion, and  they  d.'s.re  it  because,  by  the  laws  of  that 
state,  they  were  compelled  to  resume  in  May.  The  \ 
bank  convention,  then,  hai  sustained  Mr.  Biddle's  ' 
letter,  and  thus  averted  from  itself  the  ridicule  which 
would  have  followed  lis  adoption  of  the  N.  York  plan." 

The  New  Yorlc  Comuwrcial  says — "It  is  under- 
stood that  the  New  England  delegations  avowed 
themselves  ready  to  resume  with  New  York,  provi- 
ded they  could  ii?  satisfied  that  it  was  best  to  do  so. 
Irrespective  of  the  situation  of  tlie  banks  of  the 
south  and  west.  But  of  this  fact  th  'y  were  not 
satisfied — their  opinion  bein^  that  the  business  re- 
lations of  the  whole  country  ought  first  to  be  so  far 
adjusted,  as  to  enable  the  banks  of  the  union  to  re- 
sume simultaneously.  The  Connecticut  delegates 
from  the  first  avowed  their  readiness  to  resume 
witli  N-wYork,  provided  the  banks  of  the  latter 
would  assure  them  that  their  depositors  were  to  be 
paid  in  specie.  The  funds  of  the  Connecticut 
banks  being  mostly  in  New  York  on  di^posite,  they 
should  of  course  look  to  the  New  York  banks  for 
the  meaiis  of  sustaining  their  own  resumption." 

"It  is  not  to  be  ilenied,  however,  that  the  eastern 
delegates  were  disposed,  rather  to  favor  the  views 
of  the  Philalelphia  and  Baltimore  banks,  than  those 
of  New  York.  In  a  free  conversation  with  several 
of  those  delegates,  they  frankly  avowed  that  their 
interests  a'nd  sympathies  were  with  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  for  the  reason  that  while  the  course 
of  the  New  York  banks,  during  the  year  past,  had 
Vof..  LIV.— Sto.  S. 


in  a  measure  clostil  New  York  ai;aiiisl  llnni  as  a 
market,  the  opposite  policy  of  Pliiladel|diia  and 
Balt-iinore  had  opened  those  cities  as  markets  for 
their  inanulactiires." 

On  riiursday,  the  12lli  instant,  governor  Marcy 
Iransinilted  a  special  message  lo  both  houses  of  the 
legislature,  recommending  that  the  commissioners  ol 
the  canal  fund  be  aulhoriz-d  to  issue  the  state  stock, 
required  lor  the  completion  of  the  public  works, 
and  loan  it  to  the  banks,  if  the  emergency  shall  arise 
demanding  its  use,  in  aid  of  a  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

In  The  sen.ate,  the  message  was  refened  lo  the 
committee  on  banks,  (Messi-s.  Poiocr.s,  IVuger.ani 
M.iieley,]  and  in  the  house,  to  a  committee  of  one 
Irom  each  senate  district,  consisiiiii  of  Messrs, 
Birdvi/c,  Ruagles,  fUxjd,  J.  Miller,  Maim,  WurJwcll, 
G.  IK.  Pdlterson,  and  Htird.  On  Tues.lay  last  the 
committee  of  the  house  made  a  report  adverse  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  governor,  and  concluding 
with  the  followin::  joint  resolutions: 

1st.  That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the 
state  of  New  York  in  congress,  be  requested  to  ex- 
ert every  eiforl  lo  procure  tlie  passage  of  a  law  or 
resolution,  directing  Ihe  officers  of  tlie  general  go- 
verninpiit  to  receive  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks. 

2d.  That  the  governor  convene  the  legislature  at 
any  time  on  or  before  the  16th  of  May  next,  when- 
ever he  shall  have  occasion  to  believe  the  banks  will 
be  obstructed  or  embarrassed  in  the  resumption  or 
maintenance  of  specie  payments,  whether  by  the 
iiniled  action  of  the  general  government,  or  that  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Ui.ited  Slates,  or  any  other  cause. 

3d.  That  the  legislature  have  entire  confidence  in 
the  ability  of  the  banks  to  continue  the  resumption. 

4tlL  Biit  if  it  shall  be  found  otherwise,  pledges 
the  legislature  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  banks  of 
this  slate,  with  the  most  ample  measures  and  means  lo 
the  full  extent  of  the  resources  and  credit  of  the  state. 

(tcj-Tlie  message  shall  have  a  place  in  the  next 
"Register." 

A  slip  from  the  Nashville  Whig  under  date  of 
6th  instant,  stales  that  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee had  refused  to  receive  Alabama  hank  paper 
except  in  payment  of  debts  due  it,  and  it  is  inferred 
that  the  Union  bank  would  adopt  the  same  course. 
The  same  slip  says — 

The  brokers  are  buying  eastern  funds  lo-day — 
such  as  U.S.  Bank  notes,  floating  bank  checks.  Sec. 
at  16  a  is  percent,  pre.;  Vir:;inia  money  I4al6  do.; 
N.  St  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  6  to  8  do.;  Ky.  14a 
15  do.;  specie  J7alS  do.;  gold  18al9  do.;  N.  0. 
funds  10al2do. 

Th  '  rates  of  Mississippi  money  have  not  varied 
since  last  report— river  banks  12  1-2  to  15  dis.,  in- 
terior to  20  do. 

We  again  caution  our  country  friends  against  the 
notes  of  the  Brandon  Bank.  A  letter  fiom  N.  O. 
dated  on  Sumlay  says,  they  are  selling  there  at  30 
per  cent,  disc,  and  the  situation  of  the  bank  is  be- 
lieved lo  bj  critical. 

Fro.m  Florida.  The  account  of  the  capture  of 
llie  Indians  encamped  near  fort  Jupiter  is  confirmed. 
A  letter  from  that  post,  dated  the  23d  ulf.  which  we 
hud  in  a  St.  Augustine  paper  of  the  7th  instant, 
contains  the  Ibllowing  notice  of  that  event: 

"Tne  grab  game  has  been  played.  On  file  morn- 
ing of  the  21?l,  about  two  o'clock,  we  moved,  part 
crossing  the  creek,  the  balance  heading  it.  H.iving 
formed  ourselves  according  to  previous  arrange- 
ments, we  waited  the  appro.ich  ol  day,  and  then  the 
signal  was  given  to  advance,  when  the  whole  force 
moved  lip  simultaneously,  and,  before  they  ha^l  lime 
to  look  aro'ind,  the  Indians  were  completely  sur- 
rounded. The  whole  number,  men,  women,  and 
children,  is  512;  146  rifles,  143  wrrriors.  No  news 
about  fntnre  movements — many  conjectures." 

St.. Augustine,  ,^l>rin.  Three  hundred  of  Ihe  cap- 
tured Indians  have  been  shipped  to  Key  Biscayne, 
and  the  remainder  have  gone  over  land  to  Tampa. 
More  recent  arrivals  inform  lis  that  col.  Bankhead 
had  come  up  with  Sam  Jones,  about  45  miles  south- 
west of  fort  Jupiter,  whom  he  attacked  in  front  and 
endeavored  to  surround;  but,  after  a  skirmish  of  a  lew 
minutes,  the  Indians  fied  They  are  now  on  an  island 
in  Ihe  Okee-ehobe,  from  which  it  is  said  they  cannot 
escape.  Previous  to  the  attack,  it  is  slaterl  a  Hag  ol 
truce  was  sent  to  them,  but  the  Indians  fiied  upon  it. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  an  order  issued  by 
.  general  Jesup,  111  leference  to  this  canturc: 


OliDLRS  .NO.  77. 
llftiil  '/imrtfrs,  army  of  the  south. 
Fori  J,unt,r,  Florida.  .V.'irrA  23,  1833. 

Par.  1.  The  in.-iior-:'iniTaUnnnniindin;;  reiurns  hia 
lliunks  lo  colonel  T«i;:i',  and  iln-  ollieers  mid  soldiers 
of  his  coniinaod,  lor  the  adniiriilile  niuniier  in  which. 
they  perfurined  ihe  duly  iissninid  10  iliein  this  morning. 
C  ifipnel  Twii;«'s  plan  lir  surroundiiijj  and  securing  the 
Semiiiules  was  most  judicious,  and  such  was  the  pru- 
dence and  judgment  with  which  it  wa.s  executed,  that 
more  than  five  hundred  Indians,  and  among  thoin 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  were  liiken  and 
bronglit  into  camp,  without  ihe  lljsaof  a  single  drop  of 
blood  on  either  side. 

By  order  of  innjor-^jcnernl  Jcsup; 

J.  ."V.  ClU.MBER";, 

A.  I).  CandAAOen. 

New  York.     The  followingotficial  returns  of  the 
late  1  l-ction  tor  mayor,  Sic.  in  New  York  are  from 
the  "Cornier  and  Enquirer:" 
Wards.  Chirk.  Varian,  Rikcr.  .Scai'g.  Whole  No.  polled 

1  IH'J    44S    21    a        166) 

2  HS2    321    19    2        1227 

3  1176    &r,I    37  1771 

4  11N5   1052    17    2        2255 

5  1399   1113    12  25SJ 

6  912   1078    32  2022 

7  1773   1781    28  3.J85 

8  2037   19-(7    61    3        4090 
U    1452   1839    25    3        3319 

10    1292   1682    15    3        2992 
a     621   1316     1    2        1970 

12  301    563    9  «73 

13  1108       1317  H        6  2169 

14  1212       12.">3         16        2  2H3 

15  1206        610        30        3  1849 

16  818        956         11         1  1819 

17  1130       1227         IS  2375 

19,723     19,200      395      29  3-1,347 

Clark's  majority  over  Varian,  523 
Do  do        over  all,  99 


The  members  elect  of  the 
follows: 
Wards.       AlJennen. 

Isl,     J.  P.  Plieni.x,' 

2d,     Kdviard  'I'avlor,' 

3d,     Kizliert  Benson,' 

4ih,    William  Hall,* 

5ih,    Ruben  Smith,* 

6th,    James  Lynch,* 

7  h,    Samnel  J.  Wills, 

8ih,    Charles  De  Forrest,* 

9li,    This.  G.Tallmadge, 
10  h,    Elijah  F.Purdv, 
llih,    Nehem  Waiciinu-y, 
12ih,    Ahni.  V.  Williams, 
13th,    James  B.  Cook, 
14ih,    Jos.  R.  Taylor,* 
15th,    Thomas  Lawrence,* 
16  h,    Wni.  W.  H.illoy, 
17th,    Tiiris.  .lercmiah. 
Those  marked  (*)  are  whigs 

Co.vxECTicuT.  The  whig  candidate  for  governor 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  votes.  The  followiig  corn- 
paratiie  statement  of  the  votes  for  governor  in  1837 
and  1838,  will  be  useful  for  reference: 


common  council  arc  as 

Ajtslsfants. 
Calvin  Bavlis.* 
Caleb  .S.  Woodhull,* 
Ellis  Potter,* 
Samuel  Sparks,* 
Abil  T.  Anderson,* 
C.  Crolius,  jr.,* 
Thos  Connor. 
Joseph  N.  Barnes,* 
Freeman  CampbelU, 
Thomas  I).  Howe, 
Monmouth  B.  llart, 
Natli.  Jarvis.  jr., 
Corns.  B.  Tiinpson, 
Jacob  B.  Bunting,* 
David  Graham,  jr.,* 
Daniel  F.  Tiernan, 
Orville  J.  Nash. 


1837 

CnnntiLS.     Adin.  Whi^, 

Hariford,         4396  4395 

New  Haven,  4040  3625 


Con. 
Phelps. 
699 
120 
97 
73 


1838. 
W.         V.  B. 
Ellsworth.  Be.TH. 
5215  3591 

3578 
3i63 
38  S9 
2014 
13*1 
1755 
2107 


23,805  21,503    1  27,OMj      21,:fj.-,         i_.)73 

Total  vote  in  1837,         ....  |.\3I3 

Total  vote  in  H37,         -        -        -        .  49,9.52 

Adniini.siraiion  majority  in  1838,  -        •  2  297 

Whig  m.-ijoriiy  in  18:)8,  -        -        .  5.687 

United  Whig  and  Conservative  majority,  7,162 

The  Cuebokees.  It  is  said,  that  general  Scott  ia  to 
be  despatched  to  the  Cherokee  country,  and  will  re- 
pair there  in  a  few  days  To  look  down  all  opposition 
at  once,  and  to  prevent  any  repetition  of  such  scenes 
as  have  orcurred  in  Florida,  it  is  also  said  thai  he  will 
be  amhorized  to  call  for  a  military  force  from  Tennes- 
see, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  North  Carolina.  About 
seven  regiraent-s,  besides  re:.'iilar  iroop-s,  may  be  colled 
into  ser\acc — and  ia  the  I'lnt'  nin,  it  will  lie  the  sound" 
est  eeononiv.  [Richmond  Erxptircr,  7th  itul. 
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Pensions,  Stc.  The  lollowiiig  circiilar  to  pon- 
Bion  agents  has  been  issued  by  the  seconil  comptroll- 
er, in  conformity  with  tlie  law  of  tlie  6th  instant, 
therein  referred  to: 

CIRCULAR. 

Trcasuri/  department, 
Second  comptroller's  office,  Jpril  12,  1838. 

Sib:  1  herewith  transmit,  for  yonr  information  and 
guidance,  a  copy  of  "An  act  directing  the  transfer  of 
money  reraa.ning  unclaimed  by  certain  pensioneis, 
anj  authorising  the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  trea- 
sury of  the  Uiiited  States,"  passed  the  Clh  instant. 

Herealter,  you  will  make  no  payments  where  the 
pension  claimed  has  remained  due  for  the  term  ol 
eight  months  after  the  same  became  payable.  The 
law  above  mentioned  being  peremptory,  no  pay- 
ments made  in  violation  of  it  can  be  admitted  to 
your  credit. 

In  order  Ibat  tbe  accounting  officers  may  be  in 
possession  of  such  evidence  as  will  alibrd  a  check 
against  double  payments,  you  will,  inuncdiutely  on 
receipt  of  this  circular,  and  herealter  immediately  on 
the  expiration  of  eight  months  subsequent  to  each 
semi-annual  payment,  certily  to  this  ortice  a  conec' 


give  the  guaranty  of  a  toleiable  character  is  sure  of  these  conditions,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  released 
obtaining  credit  and  thus  certainly  accumulating  a  from  all  the  penalties  incurred  by  a  suspension  of 
fortune."  1  specie  payments,  orttie  issues  of  bank  notes  or  cer- 

tificates  of  dcposites,  not  authorised  by  the  provi- 

Texas.     The  Albany  Argus  of  the  9lh  inst.  on  1  sions  of  their  respective  charters, 
noticing  the  discussion,  in  the  assembly,  of  the  reso- 1      Sec   5.   And  be  it   enacted.  That  no  bank  in  the 
lulion  against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union  |  state  shall  issue,  after  the  first  day  ol  May  next,  any 
said,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  the  people  of ;  bank  note,  certificate  of  deposite,  or  any   pap. 


list,  containii 


this  state  upon  th"e  abstract  question,  one  thii 
scaicely  a  matter  of  doubt,  that  a  legi-lalive  expres- 
sion upon  the  subject  at  this  time  is  not  required 
either  by  the  people  or  by  their  representalivcs  in 
congress;  and  that  the  ellort  to  act  upon  it,  at  the 
heel  of  the  session,  and  under  a  great  pressure  of  the 
public  business,  can  scarcely  be  viewed  in  any  other  j 
light  than  a  part  of  the  game  of  abolition  and  sectional 
agitation  by  which  the  combined  forces  of  the  oppo 
sition  hope  to  aid  their  party  movements.  Whether 
it  is  intended  to  stand  in  lieu  of  a  direct  abolition  ex- 
pression on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  (to  which  it  is  said  a  majority  of  tlie 
'whigs'  of  the  present  legislature  are  committed)  we 
are  not  advised.  The  first  resolution  objecting  to 
the  admission  of  Texas  as  repugnant  to  the  will  of 
Ihe  name,  ra'iik,  rate  of  pension,  and  I  the  people  and  liazaidous  to  the  union,  was  passed 


tended  to  be  used  as  a  circulating  mediuui,  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  governor  may 
direct  the  attorney  general  to  cause  a  scire  facias  to 
be  issued  against  any  bank  or  saving's  institution  that 
may  fail  to  comply  "with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  in  that  case  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in 
all  respects  as  are  directed  by  the  act  ol  1818,  chap. 
177.  in  regard  to  banks  refusing  to  pay  specie  lor 
their  notes. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  anv  officer  or  offi- 
cers who  shall  niakealalse  or  fraudulent  report,  re- 
quired to  be  made  by  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury 

THE  BANK  COiNVENTION. 

The  convention   adjourned  sine  die  on   Monday 


nnt  due,  of  all  the  pensioners  remaining  unpaid  :  by   the  aid  of  the  previous  question — the  second,  |  afternoon,  having  pieviously  agreed  upon  the  /rsi 


on  the  roll  of  your  agency,  whose  pensions  liav 
been  due  and  payable  for  the  term  of  eight  inontl 
prior  to  the  date  ol  such  certificate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Albion  K.  Parhis, 

Comptroller.       ,  ^ 

An  act  directino-  the   transfer  of  money  remaining   government  and  people  of  the  United  Slates,  but  that 


liowever,  protesting  against    such    admission,   lies 
over. 

Andrew  Jackson.  The  extraordinary  career 
of  this  favorite  of  fortune,  it  is  universally  admitted 
has  made  a  deep  and  abiding  impression  upon  the 


the  hand  rf  natiire'had  stamped  his  image  in  the 
solid  and  disemboweled  rock  of  the  land,  is  a  circum- 
stance not  generally  known.  Nevertheless  such  is 
the  tact.  A  recent  discovery  in  geology  has  render- 
ed his  memory  immortal,  even  if  his  extraordinary 
actions  have  failed  to  secure  that  boon  for  him,  and 
wedded  his  corporeal  pro(ioitions  and  facial  linea- 
ments to  stone  as  effectually  as  could  the  chisel  of 
Gienough,  Powers,  or  Clevinger. 

This  is  no  joke,  much  as  the  relation  may  wear 
the  outward  garb  and  habit  of  one.  In  rounding  and 
polishing  one  of  the  beautiful  stone  columns  which 
ornament  the  front  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  this  city 
on  High  street,  a  very  striking  full  length  likeness  of 
general  Jackson  w'as  developed,  composed  of  impres- 
sions made  by  the  oxyde  of  iron,  and  pJaiiily  imprint- 
ed by  the  hand  of  nature  on  the  tliiid  column  north 
of  the  four  front  columns.  It  is  not  a  mere  fancied 
iikenessto  perceive  which  it  is  necessary  to  call  up 
the  iinajination;  but  one  remarkably  striking  and 
perfect,  particularly  in  the  general  cast  of  the  couu- 
lenance,  and  the  position  of  the  hair,  the  latter  so 
peculiar  in  the  likeness  of  the  general,  and  never 
mistaken. 

This  likeness  can  be  recognised  from  any  part  ol 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  for  the  extent  of  a 
whole  square — but  it  can  be  seen  to  the  most  advan- 
tage from  the  pavement  ofour  liiend  Russell,  almost 
immediately  oj'posite  the  bank.  Tbe  beautiful  |)he- 
nomenon  was  taken  fiom  tfie  .stone  quarry  at  Wa- 
verjy^  on  the  Ohio  canal,  about  sixty  miles  south  of 
this  city.  [Columbus  (O.)  Res^ister. 

Maryland  bank  law.  The  following  law 
was  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland: 

A  bill,  entitled  an  act  for  fiie  better  regulation  of  the 
banking  institutions,  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly 
of  Maryland,  That  from  and  after  the  passsage  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  several  banks  and  saving's  inEtitution^  in  thi§ 
state,  during  their  suspension  of  specie  payments,  to 
liansmit  a  monthly  statement  under  oath,  of  their 
A  general  shake  to  credit,  even  for  the  shortest '  condition  to  the  treasurer  of  the  western  shore,  to  be 
time,"i3  here  more  terrible  than  the  most  frightful  ^  by  hiin  laid  belore  the  governor  ol  the  state, 
earthquake.  The  banks  have  acted  as  a  lever  which  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
has  enabled  the  Americans  to  establish  among  them- 1  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  several  hanking 
selves,  to  their  own  great  profit,  the  agriculture  and  institutions  in  this  state,  to  transmit  to  each  other,  at 
ndustry  of  Europe,  and  which  has  covered  their  own    least  once  in  every  month,  a  statement,  under  oath, 


unclaimed  by  certain  pensioners,  and  authoris 

the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  treasury  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  It  enacted  btfthe  senate  and  tiousc  of  representa- 
tives of  tlie  United' Sl'ilcs  of  jJmenca  in  congress  us- 
semMed,  That  all  money  which  has  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  transmitted  to  the  agents  for  paying 
pensions,  which  may  have  remained,  er  may  hereal- 
ter remain,  in  the  hands  of  said  agents  unclaimed  by 
.  any  pensioneis  tor  the  term  of  eight  months  after  the 
same  may  have  or  become  due  and  payable,  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  all  pensions  unclaimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
thereafter  payable  only  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  oiit  of  any  money  not  otherwise  apjiro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
transfer  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall 
be  made  by  the  drall  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions 
upon  the  agents  for  paying  pensions,  and  in  f.ivur  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates;  ami  that  the  form 
of  said  draft  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of 
war. 

Mr.  Chevalier,  a  gentleman  appointed  by  the 
French  government  to  e.xainine  into  our  system  of 
internal  improvements,  has  the  follouing  observa- 
tions upon  the  currency  in  his  excellent  fetters  con- 
cerning this  country.  Coming  from  a  source  at  once 
enlightened  and  disinterested,  they  merit  cons. dera- 
tion. 

"Credit  is  the  primary  element  of  life  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  live  on  it.  Without  credit,  those 
populous  towns  which  arise  on  all  sides  of  it  as  if  by 
enchantment:  those  rich  stales  which  fringe  the 
margin  of  the  Atlantic,  which  stretch  to  the  w:-st  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  extend  along  the  coast  of  the 
Ohio  and  Missis3i|ipi,  would  have  been  still  savage 
forests  and  bottomless  morasses.  New  York  alone 
possesses  twenty  banks,  the  mean  of  its  annual  dis- 
counts is  £23,(10(1,000;  whereas,  at  Paris,  tlie  total 
discounts  of  the  banks  were,  in  1831  £9,000,000;  in 
1332,  onU' £fi,00(i, 000.  At  Piuladelphia,  in  JS31, 
the  discounts  rose  to  £32.000,00 


territory  with  cities,  canals,  rail  roads,  manufacto- 
ries and  fertile  fields;  in  a  word,  every  thing  which 
constitutes  civilizaiion.  Without  b  inks,  the  culti- 
vator would  have  been  destitute  of  capital  for  his 
necessary  advances:  he  would  have  had  no  instru- 
ments for  clearing  his  farm;  and  if  the  system  has 
led  in  many  cases  to  absurd  and  gambling  specula- 
tions, it  is  the  same  system  which  has  enabled  the 
larun'r  to  iiurchase  liitul  fir  two  dollars  an  acre,  w  hich 
he  afterwards  sold  for  ten  or  a  hundred. 

Tne  iiieciiaiiics  wio  -U''  now  so  loud  in  their  con- 
demnation of  the  banking  system,  forget  that  it  is  to 
it  that  they  owe  the  industrious  activity  which  has 
enabled  them  to  earn  .Croui  five  to  eight  shillings  a 
day  wages.  They  forget  that  it  is  it  which  has  fur- 
nished them  with  the  means,  of  which  so  many  have 
avaiied  themselves,  of  rising  to  0|)ulence  and  com- 
forl;  for,  in  Ameiica,  every  enterprising  man  who  can 


containing  a  particular  account  of  their  responsibifi 
ties,  and  theix  available  means  to  meet  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  no  bank  in  this 
state,  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  shall 
extend  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  to  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding three  times  file  amount  of  gold  and  silver  in 
its  vaults,  which  may  be  the  property  of  such  in- 
stitiilion,  and  after  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, to  an  amount  exceeding  the  capital  of  such 
bank  actually  paid  in. 

Sec.  4.  Anil  be  it  enacted.  That  the  several  banks 
and  sai'ing's  institutions  of  this  state, shall  resume  the 
payment  of  their  issues  in  coin  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  or  within  thirty  days  after  such  a 
course  shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  banks  of  New 
York, Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  should  they  resume 
specie  payments  previous  to  said  day,  and  e.ach  and 
every  bank  and   saving's  inptitulion  complying  with 


Monday  of  January  next  as  the  period  lor  the 
sumption  of  specie  payments.  The  following  ac- 
count of  its  closing  proceedings  is  from  the  New 
York  Express: 

The  bank  convention.  The  bank  convention  ad- 
journed sine  die,  yesterday  afternoon,  alter  a  long 
and  wordy  session.  On  Saturday  the  delegates 
from  Maryland  withdrew.  The  debate  on  the  re- 
port fixing  the  1st  of  October  for  the  resumption 
was  continued  at  great  length.  The  object  ap- 
peared to  be  to  harmonise,  and  thus,  by  a  spirit  oi 
compromise,  to  agree  on  some  period  ulien  all 
should  unite  for  that  purpose.  June,  July,  and 
other  months  were  naiiied.'but  there  was  not  found 
a  sufficient  vote  to  settle  on  either  of  the  months, 
when  finally  the  first  Monday  in  January  was 
adopted,  thirteen  states  voting  for  it,  and  two 
states,  viz.  New  Yoik  and  Mississippi,  against  it. 

The  two  latter  although  voting  in  the  negative — 
thus  voting  from  reasons  wholly  unlike  in  feeling. 
New  York  wanted  May,  and  Mississippi  a  year 
hence.  Maryland  was  not  represented  in  the  vote, 
nor  was  Pennsylvania.  New  York  was  unyieid- 
ing,  and  showed  no  spirit  of  compromise, — alleg- 
ing the  law  of  the  states  as  a  bar.  All  representa- 
tions from  other  states  were  willing  to  yield.  Mr. 
Gallatin  urged  with  great  earnestness  an  early  day. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  supposed  that  putting  off 
the  day  would  be  a  victory  for  Mr.  Biddle,  or  the 
United  Slates  Bank,  and  all  these  consideralions 
were  disclaimed,  yet  if  this  is  correct.  New  York 
is  contending  for  immediate  resumption,  and  the 
United  States  Bank  for  a  more  remote  day,  and 
the  decision  has  been  made  in  favor  of  Mr.  Biddle. 
This  position,  however,  is  not  one  that  any  of  the 
convention  took. 

The  New  England  states,  some  of  them  at  least, 
were  ready  to  resume  at  a  day's  notice,  but  the 
question  was  not  what  would  suit  them  best,  but 
that  would  be  most  judicious  and  most  beneficial  to 
the  south,  .IS  well  as' the  east  and  west.  The  pro- 
position which  has  been  adopted  will  not  interfere 
with  the  conduct  of  any  bank,  as  any,  all  or  none, 
are  at  liberty  to  resume  at  their  pleasure,  but  it  is 
incumbent  on  them  to  resume  by  the  first  Mond.iy 
of  January  next. 

The  session  is  now  closed,  and  although  there 
was  a  good  degree  of  harmony  among  the  members, 
yet  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  sections  of 
the  country  were  situated  alike;  New  York,  par- 
ticularly, is  in  a  position  of  great  d.-licacy,  and 
however  much  she  may  wish  to  prolong  the  day, 
she  is  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  resuming  in 
May,  unless  the  legislature  alter  the  law,  of  which 
there  is  no  prospect  at  present. 

It  is  hardly  to  he  expected  that  other  banks  that 
are  not  bound  down  by  their  states,  should  volun- 
tarily place  themselves  in  a  condition  with  New 
York.  There  is  a  preamble  to  the  resolution  ex- 
pressing a  hojiethat  the  government  will  co  operate 
in  the  plan  agreeably  to  the  piivate  letters  that  had 
been  received  from  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  which  were  finally 
adopted  are  as  follows: 

"Whereas  it  is  found  necessary  in  orderto  simul- 
taneous aetion  by  the  banks  in  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  so  to  proceed  in  designating  a 
period  for  that  purpose  as  to  secure  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  unanimity — aiid  whereas  whiist  in  the 
judgment  of  the  convention,  the  return  to  specie 
payments  and  preservation  of  the  currency  in  ^ 
sound  condition,  will  depend  essentially  on  the 
course  of  the  general  government,  yet  this  conven? 
tion  regards  it  a.'  the  duty  of  the  banks  to  make  the 
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effort  in  j;oocl  laitli,  exclusive  of  nny  liirect  refer- 
ence to  tile  prospective  ineasup's  ol'  tlie  govern- 
ment. At  tlie  same  time  the  convention  lias  been 
happy  to  observe  in  recent  letters  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  specific  assurances  of  an  intention 
to  sustain  the  banks  so  far  as  it  may  be  done 
through  tlie  fiscal  operations  of  that  department  of 
the  sjovi-rnment — 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  banks 
of  the  several  states  to  resume  specie  payments  on 
the  lirst  Monday  of  January  next,  without  jin-chid- 
ingan  earlier  resumption  on  tlie  part  of  such  banks 
as  may  lind  it  necessary  or  deem  it, proper. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  will  show 
the  course  which  the  New  York  banks  will  take  on 
the  subject: 

New  Yohk,  3i>ril  ]G(h,  183S. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  city  and 
country  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York,  held  in 
this  city,  this  day,  the  following  preamble,  and 
resolution  mere  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered 
to  be  published. 

Wnereasthe  law  which  legalized  the  suspension 
of  specie  pmjinenl!:  will  expire,  bv  its  own  limita- 
tion on  the  15lh  of  May  next,  and  whereas  the  ef- 
fects of  a  resumption  are  considerations  wliich 
more  properly  pertain  to  the  legislature  than  to  the 
banks;  ttiereiore,  without  attempting  to  Ibresec 
what  the  etfects  may  be,  but  hoping  they  may  not 
be  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the 
state,  and  with  a  determination  to  rend-'r  to  those 
interests  all  the  assistance  which  shall  be  found 
coMipatible  with  a  discbarge  of  our  legal  obliga- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  of  this  stale  be  recom- 
mended to  resume  spi'cie  payments  on  or  before 
the  lUth  day  of  May  next. 

C.    W.  Lawrf..\ce,  Clii:innr,n. 

W.  M.   Verraiyle,  Secrelait/. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  bank 
committee  in  N'ow  York,  by  the  delegation  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks,  which  attended  the  former  con- 
ventioti: 

Philadelphia,  January  31,  1833. 

Cornelius  Heijer,  John  J.  Palmer,  and  J.  Boorman, 
esquires,  Nexo  York. 

Gentlemen;  Your  favor  of  the  26th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  H.  Nixon,  esq.,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mitteeappointed  by  the  general  delegation  of  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  duly  submitted  to 
the  delegation,  together  with  a  detailed  exposition 
of  the  views  expressed  by  you  in  your  personal 
conference  with  the  commiitoe.  Both  have  been 
consiilered  wiih  the  respectlul  attention  due  the 
importance  of  the  propnsal,  and  to  the  liis;h  cha- 
racterof  those  from  whom  it  comes;  ai.d  I  am  in- 
structetl  by  the  di-1 'gallon  to  communicate  to  you 
the  result  of  their  deliberation. 

The  case  presented  to  the  delegation,  is  under- 
stood to  be,  in  substance,  this, — 

That  the  New  York  banks  being  under  a  legal  ne- 
cessity of  resuming  pecie  payments  early  in  May 
next,  and  not  being  able  to  calculate  upon  a  further 
extension  of  the  suspension  laws  of  that  state,  are 
desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  the  banks  of  Phil- 
adelphia will  now  agr:;e  to  name,  either  that  period, 
or  a  later  pi'riod,  for  a  simultaneous  resumption  by 
the  banks  of  the  two  cities;  or,  if  this  be  deemed  in- 
expedient, whether  they  would  enter  into  any 
agreement  for  the  liquiilaiion  of  balances  on  either 
side,  on  the  principle  of  mutual  forbearance  in 
drawing  specie,  for  a  limited  period  after  such  re- 
sumption by  either  party. 

The  decision  on  this  proposal,  seems  mainly  to 
depend  on  the  relation  which  the  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia now  bear  to  the  other  banks  of  the  LTnUed 
States. 

The  resumption  of  specie  payments  was  justly 
regarded  by  the  banks  of  New  York,  as  a  matter 
not  local  to  any  section  of  country,  but  of  general 
interest  to  the  whole  union;  and  with  this  view, 
their  circular,  proposing  a  conv(mtion,  was  ad- 
dressed to  banks  in  all  the  states,  and  specially  ur- 
ged, "the  imjiortance  of  having  every  state  repre- 
sented;" accordin:;ly,  the  convention  consisted  of 
delegates  from  riineteen  states  of  the  union,  who, 
after  full  and  frequent  consultations  on  the  slate  of 
the  bariks  they  lepresented,  and  the  general  pros- 
pects of  the  country,  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions; 

1st.  That  they  would  resume  specie  paj'inents 
when  it  may  be  permanently  practicable. 

2nd.  That  it  is  not  expedient  or  prudent  now  to 
fix  a  dav  fur  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

3d.  That  they  would  adjourn  to  the  second  Wed- 
nesday of  April  next,  for  the  purpose  of  then  con- 
sidering, and  if  practicable,  determining,  upon  the 
day  when  specie  payments  may  be  resumed. 

4th.  That  the  convention  strongly  recommend  to 
ill  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  to  prepare  them- 


selves for  a  return  to  specie  payments,  \\illiin  the 
slior  est  practical  period  after  the  next  meeting  of 
the  convention;  and 

olh.  That  the  banks  in  those  states  not  now  re- 
presented, be  earnestly  requested  to  send  delegates 
to  the  adjourned  meeting  of  this  convention;  and 
that  the  several  delegates  from  all  the  states  be  de- 
sired to  procure  all  such  information  in  regard  to 
the  conilition  of  the  banks  in  their  respective  states 
as  may  be  attainable. 

The  general  scopeof  these  proceedings  obviously 
is,  that  the  convention  thought  it  inevpedient  then 
to  name  a  d.ay  for  the  resumption,  but  deem  it  more 
prudent  to  postpone  their  decision  to  a  subsequent 
period,  when  the  delegates  then  attending  ^honld 
return,  with  more  precise  information  of  the  stale 
of  their  banks,  and  other  states  would  be  represen- 
ted; and  in  the  interval  all  would  be  preparing  for 
the  resumption,  when  permanently  practicable. — 
The  convention  then  adjourned  on  the  2nd  of  De- 
cember, to  meet  on  the  2d  Wednesilay  in  April. 

Of  this  interval,  fifty  five  days  have  elapsed  at 
the  date  of  your  letter,  and  seventy-five  still  re- 
mained. It  does  not  appev.r  that  any  facts  have 
since  been  disclosed,  which  were  not  known  to  the 
convention;  nor  has  any  circumstances  occurred  in 
the  general  condition  of  the  country,  which  was 
not  then  anticipated.  It  is  undoubtf'dly  true,  also, 
that  any  resumption,  to  be  easy  must  be  simiilta- 
neons,  and  to  be  effectual,  must  be  general;  nor  is 
it  lesstrue  that  a  partial  resumption,  by  any  party 
to  the  convention,  must  derange  the' relations  of 
the  whole  to  each  other,  and  disturb  the  prepara- 
tions which  all  are  making  to  produce  a  uniform 
result  at  the  period  fixed  by  the  convention.  The 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  therefore,  consider  it  scarce, 
ly  just  or  respectful  to  the  banks  of  other  states, 
whose  CO  operaliiui  was  in  the  first  instance  invi- 
ted, to  take  any  steps  in  opposition  to  what  was 
settled  by  the  convention,  with  a  full  concert  with 
the  other  members  of  that  body,  who  separated 
under  conviction  that  no  action  would  take  place, 
on  a  matter  so  important  to  their  interests,  until 
they  were  rc-assembled. 

To  this  opinion  they  the  more  readily  incline, 
because,  in  the  convention  itself,  a  distinct  propo- 
sition to  appoint  a  committee  of  that  body,  with 
power  to  re-assemble  the  convention  whenever  they 
thought  the  condition  of  the  country  justified  the 
measure,  was  declined;  and  a  certain  day  for  the 
adjourned  meeting  was  fixed  by  the  convention,  so 
as  to  leave  no  discretionary  authority  whatever  to 
make  an  earlier  call. 

On  a  careful  consideration  of  all  these  circum- 
stances, I  am  in.-trucfed  to  inform  you  that  the 
banks  of  Pliiladelphia  think  it  premature  to  name 
any  day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
until  the  adjourned  meelin,g  of  the  convention. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  banks  of  New  York  shall  de- 
termine tl.at  their  peculiar  position  constrains  them 
to  an  earlier  resumption  than  was  contemplated  by 
the  convention,  or  than  they  would  themselves 
adopt  on  general  considerations,  I  am  authorized  to 
assure  you  that  this  ditference  of  opinion  abates 
nothing  of  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks  to  resume  at  the  earliest  period  permanently 
practicable;  and  that  while  preparing  for  that  eveiit. 
they  will  abstain,  as  far  as  possible,  from  any  mea- 
sures which  may  interfere  with  the  efforts  of  the 
banks  of  New  York,  and  will  cheerfully  adopt  any 
reciprocal  agreement  for  the  liquidation  of  balan- 
ces on  either  side. 

In  the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honor lo  be, 

With  great  respect,  yours. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

OF    SOUTH    CAROLINA, 

In  reply  In  Mr.  W^ebsler,  on  the  sub-lrcasury  bill.   De- 
livered in  Ihe  senate  of  the  United  Slates,  March 

22,  la-??. 

Mr.  Presiden't:  .\ner  having  addressed  the 
senate  twice.  I  would  owe  an  apology,  under  ordi. 
nary  circumstances,  for  again  intruding  myselfon 
its  patience.  But,  after  what  fell  from  the  senator 
from  Mass.,  nearest  to  me.  (Mr.  Webster.)  the 
other  dav,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  not  only 
directerl  acainst  my  arguments,  but  at  me  person- 
ally, I  feel  that  my  silence,  and  not  my  notice  of 
his  remarks,  would  require  an  apology.  .\nd  yet, 
notwilh.standing  I  am  thus  constrained  again  to  ad- 
dress the  senate,  I  fear  it  will  be  impossible  to 
avoid  excitinir  Isome  impatience,  fatiorued  and  ex- 
hausted as  it  must  be,  by  so  long  a  discussion;  to 
prevent  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  I  shall  aim  at 
as  much  brevity  as  possible,  consistently  with  jus- 
tice to  myself  and  the  side  I  support. 

The  senator's  speech  was  long  and  multifarious, 
consisting  of  many  parts,  which  have  little  or  no 
connection  with  the  queition  under  consideration. 
For  the  sake  of  brevity  and  distinctness,  I  propose 


lo  consider  it  nnderfour  heads.  First,  his  pr.  lin.i- 
nary  discourse,  which  treated  at  large  of  credits 
and  hank.',  with  very  little  reference  to  the  subject. 
Next,  his  arsuinenls  on  the  question  at  issue;  and 
that  to  be  followed  by  his  reply  lo  my  arguments 
at  this  anil  the  extra  session;  and,  finally  Ins  conclu- 
sion, which  was  appropriated  wholly  to  personal 
remarks,  and  a  comparison  between  his  and  my 
[lublic  course,  without  having  the  slighesl  relation 
either  to  the  subject  or  any  thing  I  had  said  in  the 
debate,  but  w  hich  the  senator  obviously  considered 
as  the  most  important  jiortion  of  his  speech.  He 
devoted  one  day  almost  wholly  to  it,  and  delivered 
himself  with  an  earnestness  and  vehemence  which 
clearly  manifested  the  importance  which  he  had 
attached  to  it.  I  shall,  as  in  duly  bound,  pay  my 
respects  first  to  that,  which  so  manifestly  occupied 
the  hi;;hest  place  in  his  estimation,  though  standing 
at  the  bottom  in  the  order  of  his  remarks. 

The  senator  opened  this  portion  of  his  speech 
with  much  courtesy, accompanied  by  many  remarks 
of  respect  and  regard,  which  I  undeistood  to  be  an 
intimation  that  he  desired  the  attack  he  was  about 
to  make  to  be  attributed  to  be  political,  and  not  per- 
sonal motives.  I  accept  the  intimation,  and  shall 
meet  him  in  the  sense  he  intended.  Indeed,  there 
never  has  been,  between  the  senator  and  myself, 
the  lea.it  personal  dilfcrence,  nor  has  a  word  having 
a  personal  bearing,  ever  passed  between  ns  in  de- 
bate, prior  to  the  present  occasion,  w  ithin  my  recol- 
lection, during  the  long  period  we  have  been  in 
public  life,  except  on  the  discussion  of  the  force 
bill  and  proclamation,  which,  considciinghow  often 
we  have  stood  opposed  on  deep  and  exciting  ques- 
tions, may  be  regarded  as  not  a  little  remarkable. 
But  our  political  rehtions  have  not  been  on  as  good 
a  footing  as  our  personal.  He  seems  to  think  that 
we  had  harmonized  not  badly  till  1821,  when,  ac- 
cording to  his  version,  I  became  too  sectional  for 
him  to  act  any  longer  with  me;  but  which  I  shall 
hereafter  showoriginated  in  a  very  dilFerent  cause.  ■ 
My  impression,  I  must  say,  is  dilferent,  very  differ- 
ent, from  that  of  the  senator's.  From  the  com- 
inencement  of  our  public  life  to  the  present  lime, 
we  have  differed  on  almost  all  questions  involving 
principles  of  government  and  its  permanent  policy, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  interval,  while  I  was 
in  the  war  df-[)artment,  when  the  senator  agreed 
with  the  south  on  the  protective  system  and  some 
other  measures.  I  do  not  consider  our  casual  con- 
ceit,  during  the  last  few  years  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, when  we  were  both  opposed  to  the  execu- 
tive power,  as  constituting  an  exception.  It  was 
iindcisiooil  that  we  both  adhered  to  our  principfes 
and  views  of  policy  without  the  least  surrender, 
and  our  personal  relations  were  formal  and  cold, 
during  the  whole  period.  In  fact,  we  moved  in  en- 
tirely different  spheres.  Wi;  differed  in  relation  to 
the  origin  and  character  of  the  government,  the 
principles  on  which  it  rested,  and  the  policy  it 
ought  to  pursue;  and  I  could  not  at  all  sympatiiise 
with  the  grave  and  deep  tone  with  which  the  sena- 
tor pronounced  our  final  separation,  as  he  was 
pleased  to  call  it,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
have  been  much  more  appropriate  totl'.e  separation 
of  those  who  had  been  long  and  intimately  uriited 
in  the  support  of  the  same  principles  and  policy, 
than  to  the  slight  and  casual  relations,  jiersonal  and 
political,  which  had  existed  between  us. 

Setting,  then,  aside  all  personal  motives,  I  may 
well  ask,  what  political  grief,  what  keen  disap- 
pointment is  it,  which  at  this  time  could  induce  him 
to  make  the  attack  he  has  on  me,  and,  I  might  add, 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  made  it?  The  senator 
himself  shall  answer  the  question.  He  has  unfold- 
eil  the  cause  of  his  grief,  and  pointed  to  the  source 
of  his  disappointment.  He  told  us  that  "victory 
was  power."  These  few  words  are  a  volume. 
They  disclose  all.  Yes,  victory  was  within  reach; 
the  arm  oiilstretched,  the  hand  expanded  to  seize 
if,  and  I  would  not  co-operate.  Hence  the  grief, 
hence  the  keen  disappointment,  and  hence  the 
wafers  of  bitterness  that  have  rolled  their  billows 
against  me.  And  what  a  victorjl  Not  3iin[dy  the 
going  out  of  one  parly  and  the  coining  in  of  another; 
not  merely  the  expulsion  of  the  administration,  and 
the  induction  of  the  opposition,  but  a  grea'  politi- 
cal revolution,  carrying  with  it  the  great  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  government  an<i  a  perma- 
nent change  of  policy.  It  would  have  brought  in, 
not  only  the  senator  and  his  party,  but  their  polifi- 
cal  creed,  as  announced  by  him  in  the  discussion 
on  the  proclamation  and  force  bill,  with  which  he 
now  taunts  those  in  power — a  fact  to  be  noted  and 
remembered.  He,  Ihe  champion  of  those  measures, 
against  whom  I  contended  foot  to  foot  for  one  en- 
tire session,  now  casts  up  lo  me.  that  in  refusine  to 
co-operate  with  him.  I  protect  the  parly  in  power, 
not  a  small  portion  of  whom,  I  have  cood  reason  to 
believe,  were  drawn  by  the  adverse  current  of  the 
times  reluctantly  from  their  own  principles  to  the 
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support  of  those  measures,  and  witli  it  the  sejiator 
and  his  principles.  Yes,  I  repeat,  it  would  iiave 
brought  in  the  senator  and  his  consolidation  doc- 
trines, which  regard  this  government  as  one  great 
national  republic,  witli  the  right  to  construe  finally 
and  conclusively  the  extent  of  its  own  powers,  and 
to  enforce  its  construction  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet; doctrines  which,  at  a  blow,  sweep  away  every 
vestag'?  of  state-rights,  and  reduces  the  states  to 
merepetty  and  dependent  corporations.  It  uonld 
have  also  brought  in  his  policy,  bank,  taritf,  and 
all.  Even  now,  when  victory  is  still  uncertain,  the 
senator  announces  the  approach  of  the  period  when 
he  shall  move  the  renewal  of  the  protective  system; 
a  precious  confession,  that  dropped  out  in  the  heat 
of  discussion. 

[Mr.  Webster.    No,  I  spoke  deliberately.] 

So  much,  then,  the  worse.  That  justifii'S  all  I 
have  said  and  done;  that  proves  my  tbresight  and 
firmness,  and  will  open  tile  >-yes  of  thousands,  espe- 
cially in  the  south,  who  have  heretolore  doubted 
the  correctness  of  rny  course  on  this  question. 

The  victory  would  not  only  have  been  complete 
had  I  co-operated,  but  it  would  also  have  been  per- 
manent. The  portion  of  the  state-riglits  party, 
with  which  I  acted,  would  have  been  absorbed- 
yes  absorbed;  it  is  the  proper  word,  and  I  use  it  in 
spite  of  the  sarcasm  of  the  senator.  The  other 
would  have  been  scattered  and  destroyed,  anil  the 
senator  and  his  party,  and  their  principles  and  pol- 
icy, would  have  been  left  undisputed  masters  of  the 
field,  unresisted  and  unreslstible.  The  first  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  the  reunion  of  the 
political  and  money  power — a  wedded  union  never 
more  to  be  dissolved.  The  tariff  would  have  been 
renewed.  I  may  now  speak  positively,  after  the 
declaration  of  the  senator,  to  be  again  followed  by 
an  overflowing  revenue,  profuse  and  corrupt  expen- 
ditures, heavy  surplus,  and  overwhelming  patron- 
age, which  would  have  closed  the  door  to  wealth 
and  distinction  to  all  who  refused  to  b^uid  the  knee 
at  the  slirineof  the  combined  powers.  All  this  was 
seen  and  fully  comprehended  by  the  senator;  and 
hence  again,  I  repeat,  his  deep  grief,  his  keen  dis- 
appointment, and  his  attacks  on  me,  for  refusing  to 
co-operate. 

The  senator  must  have  known  that,  in  refusing, 
I  acted  on  principles  and  opinions  long  entertained 
and  fully  declared  years  ago.  In  my  reply  to  his 
associate  in  this  joint  war  on  me,  in  which  I  am  at- 
tacked at  once  in  front  and  rear,  1  demonstrated,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  senate,  the  truth  of  what  I 
assert  so  completely,  that  the  senator's  associate 
did  not  even  attempt  a  denial.  And  yet,  such  is 
the  depth  of  the  senator'sgrief  and  disappointment, 
that  it  hurried  him  to  a  repetition  of  exploded 
charges  whicii,  in  his  cooler  moments,  he  must 
know  to  be  unfounded.  He  repeated  the  stale  and 
refuted  charge  of  a  summerset,  of  going  over,  and 
of  being  struck  with  a  sudden  thouglii;  and  sum- 
moned up  all  his  powers  of  irony  and  declamation, 
of  which  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  great  master  on 
the  occasion,  to  make  my  Edgefield  letter,  in  which, 
I  assigned  my  reason  for  refusing  to  co-operate, 
ridiculous.  I  see  in  all  this  but  the  disappointed 
hopes  of  one  who  had  fixed  his  gaze  intensely  on 
power  that  had  eluded  his  grasp,'  and  who  sought 
to  wreak  his  resentment  on  him  who  had  refused 
to  put  the  splendid  prize  in  his  hands.  He  resort- 
ed to  ridicule,  because  it  was  the  onlv  weapon  that 
truth  and  justice  left  him.  He  we'll  know^  how 
much  deeper  are  the  wounds  that  they  inflict  than 
the  slight  punctures  that  the  pointed,  hut  feeble, 
shafts  of  ridicule  leave  behind;  and  he  used  the 
more  harmless  weapon  only  because  he  could  not 
command  the  more  deadly.  That  is  in  my  hand. 
I  brandish  it  in  his  eyes.  It  is  the  only  one'l  iieedj 
and  I  intend  to  use  it  freely  on  this  occasion. 

After  pouring  out  his  wailing  in  such  doleful 
tones,  because  I  would  not  ro-operate  in  placing'  him 
and  his  party  in  power,  and  jirostrating  my^own, 
the  senator  next  attacks  me  because  I  stated  in  my 
Edgefield  letter,  as  I  understood  him,  that  I  rallied 
on  een.  Jackson  with  the  view  of  putting  down  the 
tariff  by  executive  influence.  I  have  looked  over 
that  letter  with  care,  ami  can  find  no  such  expres- 
sion. [Mr.  Webster.  It  was  used  at  the  extra 
session.]  I  was  about  to  add  that  I  had  often  used 
if,  and  cannot  but  feel  surprised  that  the  senator 
should  postpone  the  notice  of  it  till  this  late  peiiod 
if  he  thought  it  deserving  reply.  Why  did  he  not 
reply  to  it  years  ago,  when  I  first  used  it  in  debate' 
But  the  senator  asked  what  I  meant  by  executive 
influence.  Did  I  mean  his  veto?  He  must  have 
asked  the  question  thotighdesssly.  He  must  know 
that  the  veto  can  only  apply  to  bills  on  their  pas- 
sage, and  could  not  possibly  be  used  in  case  of  rx- 
isfiii"  laws,  such  as  the  tariff  acts  He  also  asks  if 
there  was  concert  in  puttin;  down  the  tarilfbetween 
myself  and  the  present  chief  inacistrate?  I  reply 
by  asking  him  a  question,  to  which,  as  a  New  Eng- 


land  man,  he  cannot  object.  He  has  avowed  his 
determination,  in  a  certain  contingency,  which  he 
thinks  is  near,  that  he  will  move  the  renewal  of 
the  tariff.  I  ask,  is  there  concert  on  that  point, 
between  him  and  his  associate,  in  this  attack?  And 
finally,  he  asks  if  I  disclosed  my  motives  then? 
Yes:  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  disguising  them.  I 
openly  and  constantly  avowed  that  it  was  one  of 
my  leading  reasons  in  supporting  gen.  Jackson,  be- 
cause I  expected  he  would  use  his  influence  to  ef- 
fect a  gradual,  but  thorough,  reduction  of  the  tariff 
that  would  reduce  the  system  to  the  revenue  point; 
and  when  I  saw  reason  to  doubt  whetner  he  would 
accomplish  what  I  deemed  so  important,  I  did  not 
wait  the  event  of  his  election,  but  moved  openly 
and  boldly  in  favor  of  state  interposition,  as  a  cer- 
tain remedy  which  would  not  fail  to  effect  the  reduc- 
tion, in  the  event  he  should  disappoint  me. 

The  senator,  after  despitchiiig  my  letter,  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  volunteerinsja  comparison  be- 
tween his  and  my  public  character,  not  very  flat- 
tering to  me,  but  highly  complimentary  to  himself. 
He  represented  me  as  sectional;  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  constantly  of  the  unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive operations  of  the  tarifl';  which  he  thought 
very  unpatriotic;  of  hai  ingcerlain  sinislerobjec  sin 
vie  win  calling  on  I  he  sou  til  to  unite,  and  of  marching 
off  under  the  slate-rights  banner,  while  he  pain;s 
himself  in  the  most  glowing  and  opposite  colors. 
There  is,  Mr.  President,  no  disputing  about  taste; 
such  are  the  effects  of  a  ditlerence  of  organizalion 
and  education,  that  wliatis  offensive  to  one  is  oflfO 
au'reeable  to  another.  According  to  my  conception, 
nothing  can  be  more  painful  than  to  pronounce  our 
own  praise,  particularly  in  contrast  with  another, 
even  when  forceil  to  do'so  in  self-defence;  but  how 
one  can  rise  in  his  place,  when  neither  his  motive 
nor  conduct  is  iin|ieached,  and  when  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  question,  or  ])revious  discussion,  that 
would  possibly  justify  it,  and  pronounce  an  eulogy 
on  himself,  which  a  modest  man  would  blush  to 
pronounce  on  a  WashingtonoraFranklinto  his  face, 
is  to  ine  utterly  incomprehensible.  But,  if  the  sena- 
tor, in  pronouncing  his  gorgeous  piece  of  autibio- 
graphy,  had  contented  himself  in  simply  proclaim- 
ing, in  his  deep  tone,  to  the  senate  and  the  assem- 
bled multitude  of  spectators,  that  he  came  into  con- 
gress as  the  representative  of  the  American  people; 
that,  if  he  was  born  for  any  i;ood,  it  was  lor  the 
good  of  the  whole  people,  and  the  defence  of  the 
constitution;  that  he  habitually  acted  as  if  acting  in 
the  eyes  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution;  that  it 
would  be  easier  to  drive  these  pillars  from  their 
bases,  than  to  drive  or  seduce  him  from  his  lofly 
purpose;  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  weaken  the 
brotherly  love  between  these  states,  and  co  eve.y 
thing  that  they  shoidd  remain  united,  beneficially 
and  thoroughly, I  would  have  gazed  in  silent  wonder, 
without  uttering  a  word  at  the  extraordinary  spec- 
table,  and  the  happy  sell-delusion  in  which  he 
seems  to  exist.  But  when  he  undertook  not  only 
to  erect  an  image  to  himself,  as  an  object  of  self- 
adoration,  but  to  place  aloni^side  of  it  a  carved 
figure  of  myself,  with  distorted  limbs  and  features, 
to  heighten  and  render  more  divine  his  own  image, 
he  invited,  he  challenged,  nay,  he  compelled  me  to 
inquire  into  the  high  qualities  which  he  arrogates 
to  himself,  and  the  truth  of  the  comparson  which  he 
has  drawn  between  us.  If  the  inquiry  should  ex- 
cite some  (reminiscences  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
senator.or  disturb  the  h.ippy  self-delusion,  in  whicli 
he  reposes,  he  must  blame  not  me,  but  his  own 
self-sufficiency  and  boasting  at  my  expense. 

Know  yourself,  is  an  ancient  maxim,  the  wisdom 
of  which  I  never  before  so  fully  realized.  How 
imperfectly  even  the  talented  and  intelligent  know 
themselves!  Our  understanding,  like  our  eyes, 
seems  to  be  given  not  to  see  our  features,  but  those 
of  others.  How  diffident  we  onuht  to  be  of  any  fa- 
vorable opinion  that  we  may  have  formed  of  our- 
selves! That  one  of  the  distinguished  abilities  of 
the  senator,  and  fiis  mature  age,  should  form  so  er- 
roneous an  opinion  of  his  real  character,  is  indeed 
truly  astonishing.  I  do  not  deny  that  ht  possesses 
many  excellent  qualities.  My  object  is  truth,  and 
I  intend  neither  to  exaggerate  nor  detract.  Hut  I 
must  say,  that  the  character  whicli  he  attributes  to 
himself  is  wholly  dissimilar  from  what  really  be- 
longs to  him.  So  far  from  that  universal  and  ardent 
patriotism  which  knows  neither  place  nor  person, 
that  he  ascribes  to  himself,  he  is,  above  all  the 
distinguished  public  men  wilh  whom  I  am  acquaint- 
ed, remarkable  lor  a  devoted  attachment  to  the  in- 
terest, the  institutions,  and  the  place  where  Provi- 
dence has  cast  his  lot.  I  do  not  censure  him  for 
his  local  feelings.  The  author  of  our  being  never 
intended  that  creatures  of  our  limited  faculties 
should  embrace  with  equal  intenseness  of  aflection 
the  remote  and  the  near.  Such  an  organization 
would  lead  us  constantly  to  intermeddle  with  what 
we  woutd  but  imperfectly  understand,  and  often  to 


do  mischief,  where  we  intended  good.  But  the 
senator  is  far  Irom  being  liable  to  such  a  charge. 
His  affections,  instead  of  being  too  wide  and  bound- 
less, are  too  concentrated.  As  local  as  Ids  attach- 
ment is,  it  does  not  embrace  all  within  its  limited 
scope.  It  lakes  in  but  a  class  even  there — power- 
ful, influential,  and  intelliuent,  but  still  a  class 
which  influences  and  controls  all  his  actions,  and  so 
absorbs  his  allections  as  to  make  hiin  overlook  large 
portions  ol  the  union,  of  which  I  propose  to  give 
one  or  two  striking  iffnstrations. 

I  must  then  remind  the  senator  that  there  is  a 
vast  extent  of  wide-spread  union,  which  ties  south 
of  Mason  and  Dickson's  line,  dislingnislicd  by  its 
peculiar  soil,  climate,  situation,  institutions,  and 
|)roductions,  which  he  has  never  encircfed  within 
the  warm  embraces  of  his  universal  palriolism.  As 
long  as  he  has  been  in  public  life,  he  has  not,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  given  a  single  \  ot  -  to  pro- 
mote its  interest,  or  done  an  act  to  defend  its  rights. 
I  wish  not  to  do  him  injustice.  II  I  could  remem- 
ber a  single  instance  I  would  cite  it;  but  I  cannot, 
in  casting  my  eyes  over  his  whole  course,  call  to 
mind  one.  As  boundless  and  ardent,  the  ii,  as  is  his 
patriotism,  according  to  his  own  account,  it  turns 
out  that  it  is  limited  by  metes  and  bounds,  that  ex- 
clude nearly  one-half  ot  the  whole  union! 

But  it  luay  be  siid  that  this  total  absence  of  all 
manifestation  of  attachment  lo  an  entire  section  of 
the  union  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  ol  an 
ardent  desire  to  pr,jmole  its  interest  and  security, 
biitof  occasion  to  exhibit  if.  Unfortunately  lor  the 
senator,  such  an  excuse  is  without  foundation.  Op- 
pertunities  are  daily  and  hourly  oflering.  The  sec- 
tion is  the  weaKrst  of  the  tuo,  and  its  peculiar  in- 
t>-rest  and  institutions  expose  it  constantly  to  injus- 
tice and  oppression,  which  aliord  many  and  fine 
ojiporlnnities  to  display  that  generous  and  noble 
palriotism  which  the  senator  attributes  to  himseif, 
and  which  delights  in  taking  the  side  of  the  assailed 
against  the  assailant.  Even  now,  at  this  moment, 
there  is  an  opportunity  wdiich  one  prolcssmg  such 
ardent  and  universal  attachment  lo  flit  v<l.ole  coun- 
try as  the  senator  professes,  would  greedily  em- 
brace. A  war  is  now,  and  has  been  syslemali- 
cally  and  fiercely  cariied  on  in  violation  ol  the  con- 
stitution, against  a  fong-sfanding,  and  widely-ex- 
tended institution  of  that  section,  that  is  indispen- 
sable, not  only  to  its  prosperity,  but  to  ils  safety 
and  existence,  and  which  calls  loudly  on  every  pa- 
triot to  raise  his  voice  and  arm  in  its  defence.  How 
has  the  senator  acted?  Has  he  raised  his  mighty 
arm  in  the  defence  of  the  assailed,  or  thundered 
forth  his  denunciation  against  the  assailants?  'Ihise 
are  searching  questions.  They  test  the  truth  of  his 
universal  and  boasted  attachment  to  the  whole 
country;  and  in  order  that  the  senate  may  com- 
pare his  acts  with  his  professions,  I  propose  to  pre- 
sent more  fully  the  facts  of  the  case  and  his  course. 

It  is  well  known,  then,  that  the  section  to  which 
I  refer,  is  inhabited  by  two  races,  from  diherent 
continents,  and  descended  from  difl'erent  slocks;  and 
that  they  have  existfd  together  under  the  piesent 
relation'from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country.  It 
is  also  well  known  that  the  ancestors  of  the  sena- 
tor's constituents  (1  include  the  si  ction,)  brought 
no  small  portion  of  the  ancestors  of  the  Aliican,  or 
inferior  race,  from  their  native  home  across  the 
ocean,  and  sold  fhein  as  slaves  to  the  ancestors  of 
our  constituents,  and  pocketed  the  price,  and  pro- 
fited greatly  by  the  traffic.  It  is  also  known,  that 
wheirthe  constilution  was  formed,  onr  section  felt 
much  jealousy  lest  the  powers  which  it  conlerred 
should'be  used  to  interfere  with  the  relations  exist- 
ing between  the  two  races;  to  allay  which,  and  in- 
duce onr  ancestors  to  enter  the  union,  guaids,  that 
were  ileemed  elieclual  against  the  supposed  danger, 
were  inserted  in  the  instrument.  It  is  also  known 
that  the  product  of  the  labor  of  the  infeiior  race  has 
furnished  the  basis  of  our  widely  extended  com- 
merce and  ample  revenue,  v\hich  has  suppoited  the 
government  and  diflused  wealth  and  prosperity 
Ihrouiih  the  other  section.  This  is  one  side  of 
the  picture.  Let  us  now  turn  and  took  at  the 
other. 

How  has  the  other  section  acted?  I  include  not 
all,  nor  a  iniijority.  We  have  had  recent  pioof, 
during  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  I  ollered  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  what  great  ex- 
tent just  and  patriotic  feelings  exist  in  that  quarter, 
in  reference  to  the  subject  under  consideration.  I 
then  narrow  the  qiusiion,  and  ask,  how  has  the 
majority  of  the  senator's  constituents  acted,  and 
especially  a  large  portion  of  his  political  supporters 
and  admirers?  Have  they  respected  the  title  to  our 
property,  which  we  trace  back  to  their  ancestors, 
and  which,  in  irood  faith  and  equity,  carries  with  it 
an  implied  warranty,  that  binds  them  to  defend  and 
protect  our  rights  to  the  property  sold  us?  Have 
they  regarded  their  faith  plighted  lo  us  on  entering 
into  the  constitutional  compact  which  formed  the 
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union,  to  abstain  from  interfering  with  our  proper- 
ty, and  to  delend  and  protect  us  in  its  quiet  enjoy- 
ment? Have  they  acted  as  those  ought  who  liave 
participated  so  largely  in  the  profits  derived  from 
our  labor?  No;  they  are  striving,  night  and  day,  in 
violation  of  justice,  plighted  faith,  and  the  constitu- 
tion, to  divest  us  of  our  property — to  reduce  us  to 
the  level  ol  those  whom  they  sold  to  us  as  slaves, 
and  to  overthrow  an  institution  on  which  our  safety 
depends. 

1  come  nearer  home.  How  has  the  senator  him- 
self acted?  He  who  has  such  intiuence  and  weight 
with  his  constituents,  and  who  boasts  of  his  nniver- 
sal  patriotism  and  brotherly  love  and  alfection  for  the 
whole  union?  Has  he  raised  his  voice  to  denoance 
this  crying  injusUce,or  his  arm  to  arrest  the  blow  of 
the  assailants,  which  threatens  to  dissever  the  union, 
and  forever  alienate  one-half  of  the  community  from 
the  other?  Has  he  uttered  a  word  in  condemnation 
of  violated  faith,  or  honor  trampled  in  the  dust?  No; 
he  has  sat  quietly  in  his  place,  without  moving  a 
finger  or  raising  his  voice.  Without  ra'ising  liis 
voice,  did  I  say?  I  mistake.  His  voice  has  been 
raised,  not  lor  us,  but  forourassailailts.  His  arm  has 
been  raised,  not  to  arrest  the  aggressor,  but  to  open 
the  doors  of  this  chamber,  in  order  to  give  our  as- 
sailants an  entrance  here,  where  they  may  aim  the 
most  deadly  blow  against  the  sal.-ly  of  the  union, 
and  our  tranquillity  and  security,  lie  has  thrown 
the  mantle,  not  of  protection  ovur  the  constitution, 
but  over  Ihe  motive  and  chariicter  ol  those  whose 
daily  avocalion  is  to  destroy  every  veslige  of  bro- 
therly love  between  these  stales,  and  to  convert  the 
nnion  into  a  curse,  instead  of  a  blessing.  He  has 
done  more.  The  whole  senate  has  seen  him  retire 
from  his  seat,  to  avoi  1  a  vote  on  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions that  I  moved,  with  a  view  to  rally  the  patrio- 
tic of  every  portion  of  the  community  against  this 
fell  spirit,  which  threatens  to  dissolve  tlie  union, 
and  turn  tlie  brotherly  love  ami  alfection  in  which 
it  originated  into  deadly  hate,  which  was  so  ob- 
viously tiiie  he  could  not  vote  against,  but  which 
he  dodged,  rather  than  throw  his  weight  on  our 
side,  and  against  our  assailants.  And  yet,  while 
these  things  are  fresh  in  our  recollection,  notorious, 
and  Unovvn  to  all,  the  senator  rises  in  his  place,  and 
piorlaims  aloud  that  he  comes  in  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  United  States;  that,  if  he  was  born 
for  any  gooil,  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  whole  peo- 
|de,  and  defence  olthe  constitutiori;  liiat  he  always 
acts  as  it  under  the  eyes  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution; that  it  would  be  easier  to  drive  these  pil- 
lar;, Irom  their  bas^s,  than  him  from  his  lofty  pur- 
jiose;  that  he  will  do  nothing  to  destroy  the  broth- 
erly love  bet.veen  these  states,  and  every  thing, 
that  the  union  may  exist  forever,  beneficijjly  and 
thoroughly  for  all!  What  a  contrast  between  pro- 
fession and  performancel  What  strange  and  extra- 
ordinary SI  If-delusion. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance.  There  is  ano- 
ther in  which  the  contrast  between  the  course  of  the 
senator  and  his  lofty  pretension  of  unbounded  and 
ardent  patriotism  is'  not  less  astonishing.  I  refer 
to  the  protective  tariff',  and  his  memorable  and  in- 
consistent course  in  relation  to  it. 

Its  history  may  be  told  in  a  few  words.  It  rose 
subsequent  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
The  senator's  asssociate  in  this  attack  was  its  lead- 
ing supporter  and  author.  Its  theory  rested  on  the 
principle,  that  all  articles  which  could  be  made  in 
our  connlry  should  be  protected,  and  it  was  an 
axiom  ol  the  system  that  its  perfection  consisted  in 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  all  such  aiticlesj 
from  abroad.  To  give  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce necessary  to  elfect  its  object  a  plausible! 
appearance,  they  were  said  to  be  for  tlie  protection  j 
of  home  industry,  and  the  system  itself  received  the  i 
imposing  name  of  the  .\merican  system.  Its  ef- 
fects were  desolating  in  the  staple  states.  The 
heavy  duties  imposed  on  their  foreign  fxchangcs 
left  scarcely  enough  to  the  planter  to  feed  and  j 
clothe  his  slave?,  and  e.liicate  his  children,  while 
wealth  and  prosperity  bloomed  around  the  favored 
portion  of  the  union. 

The  senator  was  at  first  opposed  to  the  system. 
As  far  b.icK  as  the  autumn  of  1S20.  he  delivered  a 
speech  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  in  Faneuil  hall,  in  ] 
opposilicn  to  it,  in  which  he  questioned  its  con- 
stitulio[i:ility,  and  denounced  its  inequality  and  op- 
pression. 

His  speech  was  followed  by  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions embodying  the  substance  of  what  he  had  said, 
and  which  received  the  sanction  ot  himself  and 
constituents,  w-ho,  at  that  time,  were  less  interested 
in  manufactures  than  in  commerce  and  navigation, 
wliich  suffered  in  common  with  the  great  staple 
interests  of  the  south.  I  ask  the  secretary  to  read 
the  resolutions: 

'•Re-whei.  Tiiat  no  objection  ou^hr  ever  to  be  made 
to  anv  amount  of  taxes  equally  apporuoned  and  im- 
posed for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  necessary  for 


the  suppori  of  ijovcriinienl;  but  that  In.\es  imposed  on 
the  people  lir  llic  mli-  hnu  lit  of  any  class  ol  men,  are 
tquallv  ineonsisiini  with  ilie  principles  of  our  coiisli- 
tulion,  and  wiili  sound  judLTnient. 

"AV.w/iW,  That  the  supposition, that  until  the  suppos- 
ed larilf,  or  sonic  similar  measure,  be  udopied,  we  are 
and  shall  be  dependent  on  foreigners  for  the  means  ol 
subsistence  and  defence,  is  in  our  opinion,  almgether 
fallacious  and  fancil'ul,  and  derogatorv  to  the  character 
of  the  nation. 

''lit  solved,  That  liif;li  bounties  on  such  domesiic  nian- 
iifaelures  as  are  princi|ially  beiicrnted  bv  that  tarilf, 
favor  great  capitalists  rarherthnn  personal  indusiry,  or 
the  owners  of  small  capitals,  and  therefore  that  we  do 
not  perceive  its  tendency  to  promote  national  indusiry. 

"liesohid,  That  we  are  equally  incapable  of  dis- 
covering Its  beneficial  eflects  oi\  agriculinre,  since  ilie 
obvious  consequence  of  its  adopiion  would  be,  that  ihe 
farmer  must  give  more  than  he  now  docs  for  all  he 
buys,  and  receive  less  for  all  he  sells. 

"lirsolied.  That  in  our  opinion,  the  proposed  tarifl" 
and  the  principles  on  which  it  is  avowedly  formed 
would,  if  adopted,  have  a  tendency,  however  diHereiil 
may  be  [he  motives  ol  ihose  who  recommend  them,  to 
diniiiiish  the  indusiry,  impede  the  prosperity,  and  cor- 
ru|it  the  morals  of  tlie  peoiile. 

What  can  be  more  explicit  or  decided?  They 
hold  the  very  sentiments  and  language  which  1 
have  so  often  held  on  this  fioor.  That  very  system 
was  then  pronounced  to  be  unconstitutional,  iin-( 
equal,  oppressive,  and  corrupting  in  its  etiecls,  by  ' 
the  senator  and  his  constitu,!nts,  for  pronouncing  I 
which  now  he  accuses  me  as  being  section. d,  and 
holding  language  having  a  inischevious  elfect  on  I 
the  rising  generation. 

Four  years  after  this,  in  April,  IS2-),  the  senator] 
delivered  another  speech  against  the  system,  in  re- 1 
ply  to  the  then  speaker,  and  now  his  associate  on  i 
this  occasion,  in  which  he  again  denounced  the  in- 1 
equality  and  oppression  of  the  system  with  equal  I 
force  in  one  of  the  ablest  arguments  ever  delivered  I 
on  the  subject,  and  in  which  he  completely  demo- 
lished the  reasons  ol  his  then  opponent.  But  an 
event  was  then  fast  approaching  which  was  destin- 
ed to  work  a  mighty  and  sudden  revolution  in  his 
views  and  feelings.  A  few  months  after,  Ihe  pre- 
sidential election  took  place;  Mr.  Adams  was  elect- 
ed by  the  co-operation  of  the  author  of  the  Ameri- 
can system,  and  the  now  associate  of  the  senator. 
Those  who  h.id  been  enemies  came  together.  New 
political  combinations  were  formed,  and  the  result 
was  a  close  alliance  between  the  east  and  the  west, ' 
of  which  that  system  formed  the  basis.  A  new 
light  bursted  in  on  the  senator.  A  sudden  thought 
struck  him;  but  not  quite  as  disinterested  as  that  of 
the  German  sentimentalist.  He  made  a  complete 
sii.nmerset.  heels  over  head;  went  clear  over;  de- 
serted the  free  trade  side  in  a  twinkling;  and  join- 
ed the  restrictive  policy,  and  then  cried  out  that  he 
could  no  longer  act  with  me,  whom  he  had  left 
slanding  where  he  had  just  stood,  because  I  was  too 
sectional!  At  once  every  thing  the  senator  had 
ever  said  or  done  was  forgotten;  entirely  expung- 
ed from  the  tablets  of  his  memory.  His  whole  na 
ture  was  changed  in  an  instant,  and  thereafter  no 
measure  of  protection  was  too  strong  for  his  palate. 
With  a  fewcontortions  and  slight  choking,  he  even 
giilphed  down,  a  lew  years  after,  the  bill  of  abomi- 
nation— the  tarilf  of  '28;  a  measure  which  raised 
the  duties  so  high  as  to  pass  one-half  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  in  value  of  the  whole  imjiorls  into  the 
public  treasury.  I  desire  it  to  be  noted  and  re- 
membered that,  out  of  an  importation  of  sixty-four 
millions  of  dollars,  including  every  description  of 
imports,  the  free  and  dutied  articles,  the  govern- 
ment took  for  its  share  thirty-two  millions  under 
the  tarifl'  of  1828,  antl  that  Ihe  senator,  yes,  he,  the 
defender  of  the  constitution  and  equal  protector  of 
every  section  and  interest,  voted  lor  that  measuie, 
notwithstanding  his  recent  denunciation  of  the  sys- 
tem as  unconstitutional,  unequal,  and  oppressive? 
But  he  did  more,  and  things  still  more  surprising, 
as  the  sequel  will  show. 

The  protective  tariff  did  not  change  the  charac- 
ter of  its  operation  with  the  change  of  the  senator. 
Its  oppressive  and  corrupting  effects  grew  with  its 
growth,  till  the  burden  became  intolerable  under 
the  tariff  of  '23.  Desolation  spread  itself  over  the 
entire  staple  region.  Their  commercial  cities  were 
deserted.  Charleston  parted  with  its  last  ship,  and 
grass  grew  in  her  once  bus)'  streets.  The  political 
condition  of  the  country  presented  a  prospect  not 
less  dreary.  A  deep  and  growing  conflict  between 
the  two  great  sections  agitated  the  whole  country, 
and  a  vast  revenue,  beyond  its  most  extravagant 
wants  gave  the  government,  especially  the  execu- 
tive branch,  boundlo-ss  patronage  and  power,  which 
were  rapidly  changing  Ihe  character  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  spreading  corruption  far  and  wide  through 
every  condition  of  society.  Something  must  be 
done  and  that  promptly-  Every  hope  of  reforma- 
tion, or  change  throug'i  this  government  fad  van- 
ished.    The  absorbing  force   of  the   system  had 


drawn  into  its  support  a  fixed  majority  in  the 
community,  which  controlled  irresistibly  every  de- 
partment of  the  government.  But  one  hope  was 
ielt  short  o(  revolution,  and  that  was  in  the  states 
themselves,  in  their  sovereign  capacity  as  parties  to 
the  constitutional  compact.  Fortunately  lor  the 
country  and  our  institutions,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  union  was  found  bold  enough  to  interpose 
her  sovereign  authority,  and  declare  the  protective 
tarilf  that  had  caused  all  this  ruiscliief,  and  threat- 
ened so  much  more,  to  be  unconstitutional,  and 
Ihereforc,  null  and  void,  and  of  no  clicct  within  her 
limits;  and  thus  an  issue  was  formed  w  hicli  brought 
events  to  a  crisis. 

We  all  remember  what  followed.  The  govern- 
ment prepared  to  assert  by  force  its  usurped 
powers.  The  proclamation  was  issued,  and  the 
war  message  and  lorce  bill  followed,  and  the  state 
armed  to  inaintain  liei  constitutional  lights.  How, 
now,  I  ask,  did  the  senator  act  in  this  tearful  crisis; 
he  who  had,  but  a  short  time  belort,  pronounced 
the  system  to  be  unconstitutional,  unequal,  un- 
just, and  oppressive?  Did  he  feci  any  sympathy 
lor  those  who  felt  and  thought  as  he  did  but  a  brief 
period  before?  Did  he  make  any  allowance  for 
their  falling  into  the  same  errors  (if  such  he  then 
considered  them)  into  which  he  hiinsell  had  fallen? 
Did  he  show  that  ardent  devotion  to  preserve  the 
brotherly  love  between  the  members  of  the  union 
he  now  so  boastingly  professes?  Did  he,  who  calls 
himself  the  defender  of  the  constitution,  feel  any 
compunction  in  resorting  to  force,  to  execute  laws 
which  he  had  pronounced  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
constitution?  Did  he,  who  manifested  such  deep 
distrust  of  those  in  power,  who  had  been  foremost 
in  proclaiming  their  own  usurpations,  and  calling 
on  the  patriotic  of  all  parties  to  oppose  them,  show 
any  dread  in  consigning  to  them  unlimited  power  to 
crush  one  of  the  members  of  the  union,  and  which, 
after  accomplishing  that,  might  be  so  readily  turned 
to  crush  the  liberty  of  all?  Quite  the  reverse.  A 
sudden  thought  again  struck  him.  He  again,  in  a 
twinkling,  forgot  the  past,  and  rushed  over  into  the 
arms  of  power;  and  took  his  position  in  the  front 
rank,  as  the  champion  of  the  most  violent  measures 
to  enforce  lav\s  .at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  which 
he  had  pronounced  unconstitutional,  unjust,  and 
oppressive?  Aijd  this  too  at  the  hazard  of  civil 
war,  and  the  manifest  danger  of  subverting  the  con- 
stitution and  the  liberties  of  the  country;  refusing 
all  terms  of  adjustment,  and  resisting  to  the  last 
with  violence  the  bill  which  compromised  and  set- 
tled the  conflict!  And  yet,  wilfi  all  this  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  himself  and  all  present,  he  can 
rise  in  his  place  and  proclaim  himself  the  universal 
■patriot;  the  defender  of  the  constitution,  and  bene- 
factor of  every  portion  of  the  union;  the  man  who 
has  done  every  thing  to  preserve  brotherly  love  be- 
tween its  members,  and  who  is  ready  to  make  every 
sacrifice  to  make  it  beneficial  to  all  the  parties! 

But  what  is  more  extraordinary,  what  is  truly 
wonderful  and  astonishing,  is,  while  these  words 
were  on  his  tongue,  he,  in  the  same  breath,  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  have  and  must  necessarily  follow  the  re- 
newal of  the  protective  system,  should  declare  that 
he  anticipates  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  time  when 
he  will  again  undertake  to  revive  the  system!  Wore 
cannot  be  added.  The  contrast  between  the  sena- 
tor's course  artl  the  character  which  he  ascribes  to 
himself  cannot  be  rendered  more  striking.  1  shall 
not  add  another  instance,  as  many  of  them  as  are  at 
my  command.  A  volume  could  not  more  conclu- 
sively prove  how  unfounded  are  his  pretensions  to 
that  lolly,  universal,  ar.d  aident  patriotism  which 
he  claims  for  himself,  and  how  strong  the  delusion 
under  which  he  is  in  regard  to  his  true  character. 

Let  us  now  turn  rnd  inquire  what  has  been  my 
course;  I  whom  he  represents  as  sectional,  whose 
course  he  pronounces  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  union, 
because  I  now  call  Ihe  protective  sy.'.lem  unconsti- 
tutional and  opjiressive;  v»-ho.  he  intimates,  desires 
to  unite  the  south  for  no  patriotic  purpose,  and  re- 
presents as  going  off  under  the  state  rights  banner. 
And  here,  Mr.  I'rosident,  let  me  say,  I  put  in  no 
claim  to  the  lofty  destiny  to  which  Ihe  senator  says 
he  was  born.  Instead  of  coming  here,  like  the 
senator,  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole  people, 
I  appear  in  the  more  humblecharacter  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  states  of  this  union,  sent 
here  to  watch  over  her  particular  interests  and  to 
promote  the  general  interest  of  all,  as  far  as  the 
constitution  has  conferred  power  upon  us,  and  as  it 
can  be  done  without  oppression  to  the  parts.  These 
are  my  concoplions  of  my  representative  character, 
I  with  the  trust  confided  to  me,  and  the  duties  at- 
!  ladled  to  it,  which  I  endeavor  to  discharge  with 
1  industry,  fidelity,  and  all  the  abilities  which  it  has 
pleased  my  Creator  to  confer  on  me.  Instead  of 
I  filling  short  of  what  I  profess,  I  trust  my  public 
;  life,  if  examined  with  candor,  will  show  that!  hava 
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ever  so  interpreted  my  duty  to  my  state  as  to  per- 
mit it  in  no  instance  to  interfere  with  tlie  just 
claims  of  the  union.  It  is  my  good  fjrtune  tore- 
present  a  state  which  holds  her  character  far  above 
her  interest,  and  which  claims  the  tirst  place,  when 
a  sacrifice  is  to  be  made  for  the  safety  and  happi_ 
ness  of  ail,  and  would  hold  me  to  a  strict  account 
if,  in  representing  her  interest,  I  should  lorget  w  hat 
is  due  to  her  honor  among  her  confederates.  All 
her  acts  prove  that  she  is  as  liberal  in  making  con- 
cessions, when  demanded  by  the  common  good,  as 
she  is  prompt  and  resolute  to  resist  aggression  to 
promote  the  interest  of  others  at  herexpense.  Act- 
ing in  the  same  spirit,  as  whilst  her  representative,  I 
have  never  failed  to  meet  and  repel  aggressions, 
while  I  trust,  I  have  on  no  occasion  been  unmind- 
ful of  her  honor  and  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  union.  Having  made  these  remarks,  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  show  that,  as  humble  as  my  pre- 
tensions are,  and  as  sectional  and  unpatriotic  as  he 
has  thought  proper  to  represent  me,  my  course  for 
liberality  and  a  just  regard  to  the  interest  of  every 
portion  of  the  union  will  not  suffer  in  comparison 
with  his,  as  lofty  as  are  his  pretensions. 

In  making  the  inquiry  I  have  into  the  course  of 
the  senator  in  relation  to  the  section  to  which  I  be- 
long, I  called  on  him  to  point  nut  a  single  instance, 
with  all  his  boasted  patriotism,  in  which  he  ban 
given  a  vote  to  promote  its  interests,  or  done  an  act 
to  defend  its  rights;  but  now,  when  the  inquiry  is 
into  my  course  in  relation  to  his  section,  I  propose 
to  reverse  the  question,  and  to  apply  to  mysell  a 
much  more  severe  test  than  I  did  to  him.  1  ask, 
then,  from  what  measure,  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  liis  section,  have  I  ever  withheld  my 
support,  except,  indeed,  the  protective  tariff,  and 
certain  appropriations,  which,  according  to  my 
mode  of  construing  the  constitution,  I  regard  asun- 
constitutional,  and  would  of  course  be  bound  to 
oppose,  wlierever  the  benefit  should  fall?  I  call  on 
the  senator  to  point  out  a  single  instance;  and,  il  he 
desires  it,  I  will  yield  him  the  linor  in  order  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  Will  the  senatorcall, 
on  his  part,  lor  instances  in  which  I  have  supported 
the  interest  of  his  section?  I  can  point  to  numerous; 
to  rnj  early  and  constant  support  of  the  navy;  to  my 
resistance  to  system  of  embargoes,  non-importation 
and  non-intercourse  acts;  to  my  generous  course  in 
support  of  manufactures  that  sprung  up  during  the 
war,  in  which  my  friends  think  I  went  too  fai 
the  liberal  terms  on  which  tlie  tariff  controversy 
was  settled,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  I  have  ad- 
hered to  it;  and  the  system  of  fortifications  for  the 
defence  of  our  harbors,  which  I  projected  and  com- 
menced, and  which  is  so  important  to  the  two  great 
interests  of  commerce  and  navigation,  in  which  his 
section  has  so  deep  a  stake.  To  which  I  might  add 
many  more;  but  these  are  sufficient  for  one,  repre- 
sented as  so  sectional,  against  the  blank  list  of  the 
senator  in  relation  to  my  section,  with  all  his  claim 
to  ardent  and  universal  patriotism.  If  we  turn  to 
the  west,  my  course  will  at  least  bear  comparison 
with  his  for  liberality  tov\'ards  that  great  and  grow- 
ing section  of  our  country.  To  pass  over  other  in- 
stances, I  ask  hi[n  w  hat  measure  of  his  can  be  com- 
pared with  the  cession  I  have  proposed  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  new  states  on  the  liberal  conditions 
proposed?  It  is  a  measure,  above  all  other,  calcula- 
ted to  promote  Iheir  interest,  to  elevate  their  cha- 
racter, to  terminate  their  polilical  dependence,  and 
to  raise  them  to  a  complete  equably  with  the  old 
states  lor  the  mutual  betiL-fit  of'  us  and  thein,  but 
which,  sectional,  as  I  am  represented  to  be,  proved 
too  liberal  for  the  senator,  with  all  his  wide-extend- 
ed and  ardent  attachment  lo  the  whole  union. 

But  it  seems  that  I  mean  something  very  sinister 
in  my  call  on  the  south  to  unite,  and  t!ie  senator 
very  significantly  asks  me  what  is  meant.  I  have 
nolhini;  lodisguise,  and  will  readily  answer.  If  he 
would  look  at  home,  and  open  his  eyes  to  the  sys- 
tematic and  incessant  attacks  made  on  our  peace 
and  quiet  by  his  constituents;  if  lie  would  reflect 
on  his  threat  to  renew  the  system  of  opp 
from  which  we  have  freed  ourselves  with  such  difli- 
cultv  and  danger,  and  beai  in  mind  that  we  are  the 
weaker  s'-ction,  and,  without  union  among  our- 
selves, we  cannot  resist  danger  that  suirounds  us, 
he  will  see  that  there  is  neither  mystery  nor  danger 
inthecall.  I  go  farther.  Our  union  is  not  only  ne- 
ce-sary  to  our  safety  and  protection,  but  is  also  (o 
file  successful  operation  of  our  system.  We  con- 
stilule  the  check  to  its  over-action;  and,  as  expe- 
rience proves,  the  only  power  through  which,  when 
disordered,  reformation  can  be  peacefully  effected. 
Our  union  is  dangerous  lo  none,  and  salutary  toall. 
The  machine  never  works  well  when  the  south  is 
divided,  nor  badly  when  it  is  united. 

Tne  senator  next  tells  us  that  I  declared  I  would 
mn^ch  off  under  the  state  rights  banner,  which  he 
s.  i/.iil  '-)U  to  impugn  my  p  ilriidism  and  to  boast  ol 
his  own.     It  is  an  easy  task,  by  misstating  or  garb- 


ling, to  distort  the  most  elevated  or  correct  senti-  .could  not  be  exercised  unless  comprehended  under 


ment.  In  this  case  the  senator,  by  selecting  a  sin 
gle  member  of  the  sentence,  and  throwing  a  strong 
emphasis  on  "ofi,"  gave  a  meaning  directly  the 
opposite  of  representing  me  as  abandoning  the 
cause  of  the  constitution  and  country,  and  himself 
as  being  their  champion,  which  it  seems  was  suffi- 
cient for  his  purpose.  The  declaration  is  taken 
from  my  opening  speech  at  the  extra  session;  and 
that  the  senate  may  judge  for  itself,  I  shall  give  the 
entire  passage: 

"We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh  start.  I  move  off  un- 
der the  state  rights  banner,  and  go  in  the  direction  in 
which  I  have  been  so  long  moving.  I  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity thorouglily  lo  reform  the  government;  to  bring  it 
back  toils  original  principles;  to  retrench,  economise, 
and  rigidly  to  enforce  accountabihly.  I  shall  oppose 
strenuously  all  attempts  to  originate  a  new  detit,  to 
create  a  national  bank,  to  reunite  the  polilical  and  mo- 
ney power,  (more  dangerous  than  church  and  slate,)  in 
any  form  or  shai>e.'' 

That  is  what  I  did  declare,  and  which  the  sena- 
tor represents  as  deserting  the  constitution  and 
country;  and  this  is  the  way  I  am  usually  answer- 
ed. I  know  not  whether  I  have  greater  cause  to 
complain  or  rejoice  at  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely 
an  argument  or  sentiment  of  mine,  which  is  at- 
tempted to  be  met,  that  is  not  garbled,  or  misstated. 
If  I  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  injustice,  I  have 
at  the  same  time  the  pleasure  to  reflect  that  it  is  a 
high  implied  compliment  to  the  truth  and  correct- 
ness of  what  I  say 

There  still  remains  an  important  chapter  to  com- 
plete the  comparison  between  the  public  character 
of  the  senator  and  myself;  I  mean  the  part  which 
we  took  in  the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  country.  I  intended  atone  time  to  enter  on  it, 
and  to  trace  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  war,  with 
its  various  vicissitudes  of  disasters  and  victories, 
and  the  part  which  the  senator  and  his  political  as- 
sociates acted  at  that  iinporlant  period;  but  those 
are  by-gone  events,  belonging  to  the  historian,  in 
whose  hands  I  am  content  to  leave  them,  and  shall 
not  recur  to  them,  unless  the  senator  hereafter 
shall  provoke  me  by  a  renewal  of  bis  attack. 

Having  now  dispatched  the  per:-onalities  of  the 
senator,  I  turn  next  to  his  argument,  which,  as  I 
have  stated,  consists  of  three  parts;  the  prelimina- 
ry discourse  on  credit  and  banks;  the  discussion  of 
the  question  at  issue;  and  the  reply  to  my  remarks 
at  this  and  the  extra  session.  I  shall  consiiler  each, 
as  I  have  begun,  in  the  reverse  order.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  senator  is  indeed  so  miscellaneous  and 
loosely  connected,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  but  little 
importance  in  what  order  it  is  considered. 

When  he  announced  his  intention  to  rejdy  to  my 
remarks,  both  at  this  and  the  extra  session,  I  anti- 
cipated that  they  would  be  met  fully,  if  not  satis- 
factorily, point  by  point.  Guess,  then,  my  sur- 
prise, on  finding  him  pass  by,  without  even  attempt- 
ing an  answer  lo  the  numerous  objections  which  1 
made  to  the  union  of  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er, as  affecting  the  morals,  the  politics,  the  currency, 
the  industry,  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  which, 
if  the  fourth  part  be  true,  is  decisive  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  noticing  but  two  out  of  the  long  list,  in 
his  reply.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  sf  length  of  those 
which  lie  has  passed  over  by  his  ow'ii  inconclusive 
answer  (a.s  I  shall  presently  show)  to  the  two 
which  he  selected,  rny  argument  may  be  pronounc- 
ed to  be  impregnable.  I  shall  begin  with  his  re- 
ply to  my  remarks  at  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  remembered,  among  other  objections 
against  the  connexion  with  the  banks,  I  urged  that 
the  government  had  no  right  to  make  a  general  de- 
posite  in  bank,  or  receive  the  notes  of  banks  in  the 
public  dues.  I  placed  the  first  on  the  ground,  that 
when  public  money  was  placed  in  deposite  in  b.inks, 
and  ])assed  to  the  credit  of  the  government,  if  was, 
if  ever,  in  the  treasury;  and  that  it  could  not  be 
drawn  out  and  used  for  any  purpose,  unless  under 
an  appropriation  made  by  law,  without  violating  an 
express  provision  of  the  constitution,  which  pro- 
vides that  no  money  should  be  drawn  out  of  the 
treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriation  by 
law.  i  then  urged,  that  to  place  money  in  general 
deposite  in  banks,  wilh  the  implied  understanding 
always  attached  to  such  transactions,  that  they 
would  have  the  right  to  draw  it  out  and  use  it  as 
Ihey  please,  till  called  for  by  the  government,  was 
a  manifest  violation  of  this  provision  of  the  consti- 
tufion. 

In  support  of  the  other  objection  against  receiving 
of  bank  noles  in  the  public  dues,  I  laid  dow  n  the 
known  and  fundamental  rule  of  construction  on  all 
questions  touching  the  powers  of  this  government, 
that  it  had  no  right  lo  exercise  any  but  such  as  are 
ex[iressly  given  by  tlie  constilution,  or  that  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  inio  effect  the  granted  powers. 
I  then  insisted  that  no  such  power  wasgrantfd,  nor 
i\  as  its  exercise  nccc-ssaiy  to  carry  any  j^ranted 
jiower  into  effect,  and  concluded,  that  the  power 


one  or  the  other  head.  To  which  I  added  the  fur- 
ther objection,  that  if  we  had  the  right  to  receive 
the  noies  ol  state  banks  in  our  dues  as  cash,  it 
would  necessarily  involve  the  right  ol  taking  them 
under  our  control  and  regulation,  which  would 
bring  this  government  necessarily  into  conflict  with 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  states;  and  to  this  I  add- 
ed, that  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  by  the  gov- 
ernment tended  to  expel  gold  and  silver  from  cir- 
culation, and  depreciate  and  render  their  value  more 
fluctuating,  and,  of  course,  could  not  be  reconciled 
with  the  object  of  the  express  powi^r  given  to  con- 
gress to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
to  which  it  is  as  repugnant  in  its  etlects,  as  the  de- 
basing or  the  cli]iping  the  current  coin  would  be. 
I,  at  the  same  time,  conceded  that  the  practice  of 
the  government  had  been  the  opposite  from  its  com- 
mencement. Such  are  my  reasons,  and  how  have 
they  been  met? 

The  senator  commenced  by  stating,  that  he  would 
consider  the  two  objections  together,  as  they  were 
connected;  but,  instead  of  that,  he  never  uttered 
another  word  in  relation  to  the  right  of  making  a 
general  deposite.  That  was  surrendered  without 
ail  attempt  to  meet  my  objections,  which  at  least 
proved  his  discretion.  He  next  undertook  to  show 
that  precedents  were  in  favor  of  receiving  bank 
notes,  which  1  had  conceded,  and  no  one  disputed. 
Among  other  things,  he  stated,  1  was  the  first  to 
authorize  the  receiving  of  bank  notes  by  law,  and,  in 
proof,  referred  to  my  amendment  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1S16,  which  authorizes  the  receipt  ol  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  in  the  dues  of  the 
eminent.  He  stated,  that  the  resolution,  33 
proposed  by  himself,  provided  that  nothing  but 
L'old  and  silver  and  the  notes  of  the  United 
States  Bank  ehould  be  received,  and  that  my 
amendment  extended  it  to  the  notes  of  state 
banks.  This  is  all  true,  but  is  not  the  whofe  truth. 
He  forgol  to  iiilorm  the  senate  that,  at  the  time, 
the  notes  of  non-sjiecie  paying  banfcs,  as  weff  as 
specie-paying,  were  received  in  the  dues  of  the 
government,  and  that  my  amendment  limited,  in- 
stead of  enlarginir,  the  existing  practice.  He  also 
forgot  to  slate  that,  without  my  amendment,  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  have  been 
exclusively  received  in  the  public  dues,  and  that  I 
was  unwilling  to  bestow*  a  moiiojioly  of  such  im- 
mense value  on  that  iustitution,  vihich  would  have 
been  worth  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  bonus  it 
gave  for  its  charter. 

After  bestowing  much  time  to  establish  what 
none  denied,  the  senator  at  length  came  to  the  ar- 
gumetit;  and  what  do  you  suppose  were  the  con- 
vincing reasons  he  urged  against  my  positions? 
Why,  simply,  that  he  had  no  time  to  reply  to  them! 
with  which,  and  the  erroneous  assertion  that  I  had 
denied  that  the  government  could  exercise  any  in- 
cidental power,  he  passed  over  all  the  weighty  ob- 
jections I  had  urged  against  the  constitutionality  of 
receiving  and  treating  bank  notes  as  cash  in  the 
public  dues.  It  was  thus  he  met  the  only  argu- 
ment he  attempted  to  answer  of  the  many  and 
strong  ones  which  I  have  urged  in  support  of  my 
opinion  on  this  iinporlant  queslion,  and  to  which 
he  proposed  to  make  a  formal  reply. 

I  shall  next  notice  the  reply  he  attempted  to  my 
remarks  at  the  late  session.  And  here,  again,  he 
selected  a  single  argument,  and  lo  which  his  an- 
swer was  not  less  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory 
than  to  that  which  I  have  just  considered.  Among 
other  objections  to  the  union  of  the  government 
with  the  banks,  I  stated  that  it  would  tend  to  cen- 
tralize the  circulation  and  exchanges  of  the  country; 
to  sustain  which,  I  showed  lliat  no  small  poition  of 
the  credit  and  circulation  of  the  banks  depended 
on  the  public  deposites,  and  the  fact  that  the  gov- 
ernment received  and  treated  their  notes  as  cash  in 
its  dues.  I  then  showed  that  it  was  that  portion 
which  pre-eminently  gave  a  control  over  the  circu- 
lation and  exchanges  of"  the  country.  In  illustra- 
tion, I  asked  if  the  government,  when  it  first  went 
into  operation,  had  selected  a  merchant  of  New 
York,  and  entered  into  a  contract  with  him  that  he 
should  have  the  free  use  of  the  ]iiiblic  revenue  from 
the  time  it  was  collected  till  it  was  disbursed,  and 
that  nothing  but  his  promissory  notes,  except  gold 
and  silver,  should  be  received  in  the  juiblic  dues, 
whether  it  would  not  give  him  a  great  and  decided 
control  over  the  circulation  and  exchanges  ol  the 
country,  accompanied  wilh  advanlases  to  the  port 
where  he  resided  over  all  others?  "l  next  asked, 
whether  the  location  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  at  the  same  place,  with  the  same  privileges, 
would  not  give  equal  control  and  advantages? 
Nay,  much  greater,  as,  in  addition,  it  would  con- 
centrate at  the  same  place  an  immense  amount  of 
capital  collected  from  every  portion  of  the  country. 
Such  wn'i  ny  jrgi:  ,  put,  v  bich  Ibe  senator, 
montliF  after  it   was  "delivered,  iimlerlakes  to  con- 
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trovert;  but,  I  must  say,  for  my  life,  I  could  not 
uuderstancl  his  reasons.  Hf  lost  liis  u?ual  clearness, 
and  became  vague  and  obscure,  as  any  one  must 
wlio  attempts  to  refute  what  is  so  perfectly  evident. 
To  escape  fro:n  this  difficulty,  he,  with  his  usuul 
address,  confounded  what  I  had  said  on  anotlicrsub- 
ject,  with  another  point,  which  he  thought  more  ea- 
sily answered,  and  against  which  he  directed  his 
attack.  He  stated  that  I  proposed  a  government 
paper;  anil  then  insisted  that  it  would  be  the  union 
of  the  political  and  money  power,  and  wouhl  do 
more  to  centralize  the  currency  and  exchan:;e3  than 
the  connection  of  the  government  with  the  banks. 

Now,  unfortunately  for  the  senator,  1  proposed 
no  such  thing,  and  e.xpresseil  no  notion  of  the  kind, 
nor  any  thing  like  it.  He  may  search  every  speech 
I  have  delivered  at  this  and  the  extra  se.-fsion,  and 
he  can  find  nothing  to  justify  his  assertion.  To 
put  this  beyond  alldispute,  I  «ill  quote  what  I  did 
say,  and  the  only  thin'^  that  I  ever  did  that  could 
art'or  i  him  even  a  pretext  for  his  assertions.  The 
extr  Ids  are  taken  from  my  remarks  at  the  extra 
session. 

"I  intend  w  propose  nothing.  It  would  be  impossible, 
\\ith  so  erreat  a  weight  of  opp isition  to  pnss  any  mea- 
sure without  the  entire  support  of  the  administralion; 
and,  if  it  were,  it  ought  not  to  he  nilenipied  when  .so 
much  must  depend  on  tlic  in  tie  tif  exeoution.  Tiic 
best  measure  that  eoiild  be  devi<e(l  niii;ht  fnil,  and  im- 
pose a  heavy  responsibiiiiy  an  r-i  :iu:hor,  unless  it  met 
with  the  hearty  apiirobatiun  ut  ihjse  wlij  are  to  exe- 
cute it.  I  then  intt-nd  iiitrelif  to  throw  out  su^f^estions, 
in  order  to  e.\rile  the  reflcciions  of  others,"  Aic. 

"Belicviim'  that  ihe.e  iiiis;hr  be  a  sound  and  safe  pa- 
per curi-eney  f)uniJeil    .111     iv    r      ,■      m1'  liic    :  .\i  I-JIIII.MI* 

exclusively.  I  was  d^     :  ■  •   -    ,1         :.  -,i  m- 

sible  and  have  the  p  'a.  ~  :  ;  i\  ;  1  1  jr  ;.,-  ni- 
selves  of  the  opnorluni;;.  ol  liu  :•■■:;  •.>■■:,-;/  iliji.il  ui  the 
treasury,  and  tne  posiponenieut  yi  the  fourih  iustal- 
ment  intended  to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  to  use 
thetn  as  the  means  of  afl'ording  a  circalaiion/w  tlie 
present  rdiif  of  tlie  coiinfry  and  the  boiihs,  duriitg  the 
process  of  scixitating  them  from  tht^  governninil,^'  tS^c. 

Here  is  not  a  word  about  proposing;  on  the  con-  1 
trary,  I  expressly  slated,  I  propose  nothing;  that  ] 
I  but  threw  out  suggestions  for  reflection.  Instead  j 
of  excluding  all  paper  from  circuialion,  I  suggest-  j 
ed  the  use  (not  of  treasury  notes,  as  he  stated,  or  ■ 
any  other  paper  containing  a  promise  to  pay  mo-  ' 
ney  )  but  simply  otie  which  should  contain  a  promise  ' 
to  be  received  in  the  dues  of  the  government;  and 
that,  too,  only  'o  the  extent  necessary  to  meet  the  I 
temporary  deficit  of  the  treasury,  and  to  alleviate  the 
process  of  separating  from  the  banks;  and  this  he 
has  arbitrarily  construed  and  perverted  to  suit  his 
purpose  in  the  manner  I  have  shown!  i 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  there  should  be  i 
brought  into  this  chamber  the  habits  contracted  at 
the  bar,  where  advocates  contend  for  victory,  with- 
out being  scrupulous  about  the  means;  while  here 
the  only  object  ought  to  be  truth  and  the  good  ol 
the  country.  All  other  considerations  ought  to  be 
forgotten  within  these  walls,  and  the  only  struggle 
ought  to  be  to  ascertain  what  is  true  and  calculated 
to  promote  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the  comniu-  I 
nity.  Great  individual  injustice  is  done  by  such 
misstatements  of  arguments.  Tlie  senator's  speech 
will  be  published  and  circulated  in  quarters  where 
my  correction  of  his  statements  will  never  reach; 
and  thousands  will  attribute  opinions  to  me  that  I 
never  uttered  nor  entertained. 

The  suggestions  which  ho  has  so  perverted  have 
bi-en  a  favorite  topic  of  attack  on  the  part  of  the 
senator,  but  he  has  never  yet  stated  nor  met  what 
I  really  said  truly  and  fairly;  and,  aAer  his  many 
and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  show  what  I  suggest- 
ed to  be  erroneous,  I  now  undertake  to  affirm  posi- 
tively, and  without  the  least  fear,  that  I  can  be  an- 
swered, what  h'Tclofore  I  have  but  sujgesled;  that 
a  paper  issued  by  government,  witli  the 'simple  pro- 
mise to  receive  it  in  all  its  dues,  Icaxinii  its  credit- 
ors to  take  it,  or  gold  aiui  silver,  at  their  option, 
would,  to  the  extent  that  it  would  circulate,  form 
a  perfect  paper  circulation,  which  c.iuld  not  be 
abused  by  the  government,  and  would  be  as  steady 
and  uniform  in  value  as  the  metals  thcmsel-.es,  and 
that,  if,  by  possibility,  it  should  depreciate,  the  loss 
would  f.itl.  not  on  the  people,  but  on  the  govern- 
ment itself;  for  the  only  effect  of  depreciation 
would  be  virtually  to  reduce  the  taxes,  lo  prevent 
which  l!ie  interest  of  the  government  would  be  a 
sufficient  guaranty.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  discus- 
sion now,  but  on  a  suitable  occasion  I  shall  be  able 
to  make  good  every  word  I  have  uttered.  I  would 
be  able  to  do  more,  to  prove  that  it  is  within  the 
conslitutional  power  of  congress  to  use  such  a  pa- 
per, in  the  management  ol  its  finances,  according 
to  the  most  rigid  rule  of  construingthe  constitution; 
and  that  those,  at  least,  who  think  that  congress 
can  authorize  the  notes  of  private  state  corpora- 
tions to  be  received  in  the  public  dues,  are  estop- 
ped from  denying  its  right  to  receive  its  own  paper. 
If  it  can  virtually  endorse  by  law,  on  the  notes  of 


specie-paying  banks,  "receivable  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,"  it  surely  can  order  the  same 
words  to  be  written  on  a  blank  piece  of  paper. 

Siu'h  is  the  character  of  the  jiaper  I  sugifestcd, 
and  which  the  senator  says  would  do  more  to  cen- 
tralize the  circulation  and  exchanges  than  the  union 
of  the  government  and  the  banks,  which,  however, 
he  signally  failed  to  prove.  That  it  would  have  a 
greater  tendency  than  the  exclusive  receipt  in  its 
dues  of  gold  and  silver,  1  readily  acknowleilge,  and 
to  that  extent  I  think  it  objectionable;  for  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  senator  that  there  should  be  some 
one  great  einporiuni,  which  should  have  control  of 
the  commerce,  currency,  and  exchanges  of  the 
union.  I  hold  it  desirable  in  neither  a  political  nor 
commercial  point  of  view,  and  to  be  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  expressly  provides,  among  other 
things,  that  no  preference  should  be  given  to  the 
ports  of  one  state  over  another.  Hut  that  a  receiv- 
able paper,  such  as  I  suggested,  would  have  a 
greater,  or  as  great  tendency  to  centralize  the  com- 
merce and  currency  of  the  country  as  the  union 
with  the  banks,  I  utterly  deny;  aiid  if  I  had  no 
other  reason,  the  vehement  opposition  of  the  sena- 
tor, who  apjirovesof  such  tendency,  would  be  con- 
clusive; but  there  are  others  that  are  decisive. 

The  centralizing  tendency  of  such  a  paper  would 
result  exclusively  from  the  facility  it  would  allord 
to  remittance  from  distant  portions  of  the  union,  in 
which  respect  it  would  stand  just  on  a  par  with 
bank  noles  when  received  in  the  dues  of  Ihc  pub- 
lic; while  the  latter  would,  in  addition,  give  lo  the 
favored  port  where  the  mother  bank  might  be  loca- 
ted, (or  the  head  of  the  league  of  state  banks,)  the 
immense  profits  from  the  use  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  and  the  still  greater  from  having  their  notes 
received  in  government  dues.  The  two  united 
would  allord  unbounded  facilities  in  the  pay- 
ment of  custom-house  bonds,  and  give  millions  of 
profit  annually,  derived  exclusively  from  Ihe  use 
of  Kovernment  credit.  This  great  facility  and  vast 
iiicrease  of  profit  would  give  a  great  and  decided 
advantage  to  the  commerce  of  the  section  where 
the  head  of  the  system  might  be  located,  and  which, 
in  a  great  measure,  accounts  for  the  decay  of  the 
commerce  of  the  south,  where  there  were  no  banks, 
when  this  government  was  established,  and  which, 
of  course,  gave  to  the  other  section  exclusively  all 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  connection.  If  specie 
had  from  the  first  been  exclusively  received  in  the 
public  dues,  the  present  commercial  inequality  : 
Hoiild  never  have  existed;  and  I  may  adil,  it  never 
will  cease  till  we  return  to  the  coustitnlional  cur- 
rency. What  the  senator  has  said  as  to  the  union 
of  the  political  and  money  powers,  and  the  tendeii-  ] 
cy  to  extravagance  from'  the  use  of  treasury  notes 
and  their  depreciation,  is  so  clearly  inapplicable  to  I 
the  description  of  paper  I  suggested,  that  I  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  waste  words  in  reply  to  it. 

Having  now  repelled  his  reply  to  my  remarks  at 
this  and  the  extra  session,  I  shall  next  proceed  to 
notice  his  argument  on  the  question  under  discus- 
sion, which,  extraordinary  as  it  may  seem,  consti- 
tutes by  far  the  most  meagre  and  inconsiderable 
portion  of  his  speech.  The  structure  he  reared 
with  so  much  labor,  is  composed  of  a  little  centre 
building,  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  square, 
with  an  extended  wing  on  each  side,  and  a  huge 
portico  in  front.  I  have,  I  trust,  effectually  demol- 
ished the  wings,  and  propose  next  to  go  through  the 
same  process  with  the  centre  building. 

As  long  as  wastlie  speech,  it  contained  but  three, 
or,  at  the  utmost,  four  arguments,  directly  applica- 
ble to  the  question  under  discussion;  of  which  two 
have  again  and  again  been  repeated  by  him  every 
time  lie  has  addressed  the  senate;  another  was 
drawn  from  an  ari;ument  of  mine  in  favor  of  the 
hill,  which  the  senator  has  misstated,  and  pressed 
into  his  service  against  it,  and  the  other  is  neither 
altogether  new,  nor  very  well  founded,  or.  from  its 
character,  of  much  force.     I  shall  begin  with  it. 

The  senator  objected  to  the  collection  of  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  gold  and  silver,  because,  as  he  con- 
ceives, it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient;  in 
proof  of  which,  and  in  order  to  present  as  strong  a 
picture  as  possible,  he  went  into  minute  calcula- 
tions and  details.  He  first  supposed  that  the  ave- 
rage peace  revenue  would  be  equal  to  thirty  millions 
annually,  and  the  average  deposites  to  twenty-one. 
He  then  estimated  that  "this  vast  sum  would  have  to 
be  counted  at  least  five  times  in  the  year,  aiid  then 
estimated  that  it  would  require  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  lo  bi'  counted  daily,  which  would 
require  a  host  of  officers,  in  his  opinion,  to  perform 
the  task.  The  answer  to  all  this  is  easy.  In  the 
'  first  place,  the  senator  has  over-estimated  the  aver- 
'  age  receipts  by  at  least  one  hundred  percent.  Fif- 
teen millions  ought  to  be  much  nearer  the  truth 
than  thirty.  Even  that  t  rejarded  as  exceeding 
'  what  the  expenditure  ought  lo  be;  and  1  venture  to 


assert,  that  no  administration  which  expends  more 
on  an  aveiage  for  the  next  few  years  can  maintain 
itsell,  unless  there  should  be  some  unexpecteil  de- 
mand on  the  treasury,  lii  the  next  place,  twenly- 
one  tnillioiis  is  at  least  five  times  too  large  for  the 
average  depo^'ilcs.  tjhould  this  bill  pass,  three  mil- 
lions would  be  much  nearer  the  truth.  We  shall 
hear  no  more  of  surpliisses,  when  the  revenue  is 
collected  in  gold  and  silver.  This  would  make  a 
great  deduction  in  his  estimate  of  the  trouble  and 
labor  in  counting.  Hut  I  (;ive  the  senator  his  ov\ii 
estimate,  and  ask  him  if  he  never  heard  of  other 
and  shorter  modes  than  counting,  of  ascertaining 
Ihe  amount  in  coins?  Does  he  not  know  that  it 
can  be  ascertained  with  as  much  certainty  and  ex- 
actness by  weight  as  by  counting,  and  Willi  more 
despatch,  when  the  amount  is  large,  in  coins  than 
in  his  favoiite  bank  notes.'  If  I  am  nut  misinform- 
eil,  it  is  the  mode  adopted  at  the  Kiiglish  exche- 
quer, and  that  it  is  done  willi  the  greatest  possible 
promptituile  by  experienced  individuals;  so  that  bis 
formidable  objection  vanishes. 

But  the  senator  next  tells  us,  that  I  slated,  in  my 
remarks,  that  the  bill,  should  it  pass,  would  place 
the  banks  and  the  government  in  antagonist  rela- 
tion lo  each  other,  which  he  considers  as  a  ver^ 
Weighty  objection  to  it.  1  again  must  correct  his 
statement.  1  made  no  such  remark.  I  indeed  said, 
when  the  hanks  were  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment, they  had  a  direct  interest  in  increasing  its 
fiscal  action.  The  greater  the  levenuc  and  expen- 
ditures, and  the  largei  the  surplus,  tho  greater 
would  be  their  profit,  but,  when  they  were  separa- 
ted, the  reverse  would  take  place.  That  the  greater 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  collected  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  the  less  would  be  left  for  banking 
operations,  and,  of  course,  the  less  their  profit;  and 
that  in  one  case  they  would  be  the  allies,  and,  in 
the  other,  the  opponents  of  the  governmeni,  as  far 
as  its  fiscal  action  was  concerned;  or,  to  express  it 
more  concisely,  when  united  with  the  government, 
they  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  tax-coiisumers, 
and  when  separated,  on  thet  of  the  tax-payers. 
Such  were  my  remarks;  and  now  I  ask,  is  it  not 
true?  Can  any  one  deny  it?  Or  admitting  its 
truth,  can  its  importance  be  disputed?  Were  there 
no  other  reasons  in  favor  of  the  bill,  I  would  consi- 
der this  of  itself  decisive.  It  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  preserve  our  free  institutions,  with  the 
weight  of  tl  e  entire  banking  system  thrown  on  the 
side  of  high  taxes  and  exlravagaut  disburseuienls, 
or  to  destroy  it  if  thrown  into  the  opposite  scale. 

But  the  senator  regards  the  expression  of  tax- 
consunicrs  and  lax-jiayers  as  mere  catch-words,  of 
dangerous  import,  and  tending  lo  divide  society  in- 
to the  hostile  parties  of  rich  and  poor.  I  take  a 
very  different  view.  I  hohl  that  the  fiscal  action  of 
the'govcrnmeiit  must  necessarily  divide  the  com- 
munity into  the  two  i;reat  classes  cf  tax-payers  and 
tax-con«umers.  Taking  taxation  and  disburse- 
ments together,  and  it  is  unavoidable  that  one  por- 
tion of  the  communily  must  pay  into  the  treasury, 
in  the  shape  of  taxes,  more  than  they  receive  hack 
in  disbursements,  and  another  must  receive  more 
than  they  pay.  This  is  the  great  disturbing  prin- 
ciple in  all  g'ovcrnraents,  especially  those  that  are 
free,  around  which  all  other  causes  of  political  di- 
visions and  distractions  finally  rally.  Were  it  other- 
wise, if  Ihe  interest  of  every  portion  and  class  of 
the  community  was  the  same  in  reference  to  taxa- 
tion and  disbuisi'inents,  nothing  would  be  more 
easy  than  to  cslalili.-h  and  preserve  free  institutions; 
but  as  it  is,  it  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  tasks,  as 
history  and  experimce  prove.  This  prinriple  of 
disord'cr  lies  deep  in  the  nature  of  men  and  society; 
and  extends  equally  to  private  associations  as  to 
political  comiiiuiurii'S.  There  will  necessarily 
iprino-  up  in  bolh  a  sluckholling  and  direction  in- 
terest^ tlie  latter  of  which,  without  wise  provisions 
and  incc  ssant  vi.;ilance,  will  absorb  the  former,  of 
which  the  winding  up  of  many  a  bank  will  prove. 

Th"  two  reieaininc  arguments  of  Ihe  senator 
have  been  often  asserted  and  as  often  refuted;  and 
I  shall  dcpatrh  them  with  a  lew  words.  He  tells 
us  as  he  has  olten  done,  that  we  are  bound  to  re- 
gu'late  the  currency;  ami  that  the  constitution  has 
given  to  congress  the  express  power  to  regulate  it; 
w  ith  many  other  expressions  of  similar  import.  It 
is  manifest,  that  the  whole  argument  turns  on  the 
ambiguity  of  the  word  currency.  If.  by  it,  is 
meant  the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  no  one 
can  doubt  that  congress  has  Ihc  right  to  regulate  it. 
The  power  is  expressly  given  by  the  constitution, 
which  says,  in  so  many  words,  that  it  shall  have 
Iiower  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of- but  if  it  is  intended  lo  include  bank  notes,  as 
must  be  the  intention  of  the  senator  there  is  no 
such  express  power  given  in  the  cons  itution.  It 
is  a  poirit  to  be  proved  and  not  a==umed,  and  every 
attempt  of  the  senator  to  prove  it  has  ended  in  sig- 
nal failure.     He  has  not,  and  cannot,  meet  the  an- 
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swer  which  he  received  from  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania  at  the  extra  session,  anJ  his  repetition 
of  the  assertion,  afterso  decisive  an  answer,  serves 
but  to  prove  how  much  more  easy  it  olten  is  to  re- 
fute an  argument  than  to  silence  him  who  advanced 
it.  But  I  do  not  despair  even  ol  sihMicmf;  the  sena-  | 
tor.  There  is  one  whose  authority  on  this  point  I 
am  sure  he  must  respect:  I  mean  himself.  When 
the  bill  granting  a  charter  to  the  late  United  States 
Bank  was  under  discussion  in  the  other  house,  in 
1816,  he  then  took  the  opposite  side,  and  argued 
with  great  force,  against  the  very  right  for  which 
he  now  so  obstinately  contends.  He  then  main- 
tained that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were 
hard  money  men;  that  currency  meant  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States;  and  that  congress 
has  no  right  to  make  any  other.  But  the  senator 
shall  speak  for  himself;  and  that  he  may  be  heard 
in  his  own  words,  1  shall  read  an  extract  from  his 
speech  delivered  at  the  time: 

"  Mr.  Webster  first  addressed  the  house.  He  re- 
gretted the  manner  in  which  this  debate  had  been  com- 
menced, on  a  detached  feature  of  the  bill,  and  not  on  a 
question  affecting  the  principle;  and  e.xpressed  his  tears 
that  a  week  or  two  would  be  lost  in  the  discussion  of 
this  miesdon,  to  no  purpose,  inasmuch  as  it  might  ulri- 
malely  end  in  the  rejection  of  the  iiill.  He  proceeded  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  adcocaies  of  the  liill.  It 
was  a  mistaken  idea,  lie  said,  which  he  had  heard  ut- 
tered on  this  subject,  that  we  were  about  to  rejorm  the  na- 
tional currency.  No  nation  had  a  better  currency,  he 
said,  than  the  United  States;  there  was  no  nation 
which  had  guarded  its  currency  with  more  care;  for  tiie 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  those  who  enacted  the 
early  statutes  on  this  subject,  were  hird  money  men; 
they  had  felt,  and  therefjie  duly  appreciated  the  ei'ils  of 
a  paper  medium;  they,  therefore,  sedulously  guarded 
the  currency  of  the  United  Stales  from  debasement.  The 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States  was  gold  and  silver 
coin;  this  was  a  subject  in  regard  to  which  congress 
had  run  into  no  follv. 

"What  then,  he  asked,  was  the  present  evil?  Hav- 
ing a  perfectly  sound  national  currency^  and  the  govern- 
ment having  no  power  in  fact  to  make  any  thing  else  cur- 
rent but  gold  and  silcer,  there  had  grown  up  in  different 
states  a  currency  of  paper,  issued  uy  banks,  setting  out 
with  the  promise  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  had 
been  wholly  unable  to  redeem:  the  consequence  was, 
that  there  was  a  mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps  fifiy 
millions,  which  sustained  no  immediate  relation  to  the 
legal  currency  of  the  country — a  papjr  which  will  not 
enable  any  man  to  pay  money  he  o.ves  to  his  neigh- 
bor, or  his  debts  to  the  government.  The  banks  had  is- 
sued more  money  than  they  could  redeem,  and  the 
evil  was  severely  'felt,  &c.  Mr.  W.  declined  occupying 
the  time  of  the  house  to  prove  that  there  was  a  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  in  circulation:  Ifie  legal  standard  of 
value  was  gold  and  silver;  the  relation  of  paper  to  it 
proved  its  state,  and  the  rate  of  its  depreciation.  Gold 
and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  the  law  of  the  land  at 
home,  and  the  Inio  of  the  world  abroad;  there  could,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  he  no  other  currency.  Inconse 
quence  of  the  immense  paper  issues  having  banished 
specie  from  circulation,  the  government  had  neen  oblig- 
ed, in  direct  violation  of  existing  statutes,  to  receive  the 
amount  of  their  taxes  m  something  which  was  not  re- 
cognized by  law  as  the  money  of  the  country,  and 
which  was,  in  fact,  greatly  depreciated,  &,c.  This  was 
the  evil.'' 

What  can  be  more  decisive?  What  more  point 
ed?  They  are  the  very  doctiines  which  he  is  in 
the  daily  habit  of  denouncing  under  the  name  of  lo 
co-fbco.  The  senator  may  hereafter  be  regarded  as 
the  father  of  the  party;  and  I  deem  it  not  a  little 
unnatural  that  he  should  be  so  haish  and  cruel  to 
his  offspring. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  I  then  advocated  the  oppo- 
site side.  Be  it  so,  and  it  follows  that  his  authority 
and  mine  stand  as  opposing  qualities  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  an  equalion;  and  I  feel  confident  that 
the  senator  will  really  admit  that  his  will  at  least  be 
sufficient  to  destroy  mine. 

I  really  acknowledge  that  my  opinion,  after  the 
lapse  of  upwards  of  twenty  years,  with  the  light 
which  experience  in  this  long  ]ieriod  has  shed  on 
the  banking  system,  has  undergone  considerable 
changes.  It  would  be  strange  if  it  had  not.  I  see 
more  clearly  now,  than  I  did,  the  true  character  of 
the  system  and  its  dangerous  tendency;  but  I  owe 
it  to  myself  and  the  truth  of  the  caiisc,  to  say  I 
was,  even  at  that  early  period,  far  from  being  its 
advocate,  and  would  then  have  been  opposi'd  to  the 
system  had  it  been  a  new  qtiestion.  But  I  then  re- 
garded the  connection  between  the  government  and 
the  banks  indissoluble,  and  acqiiiesed  in  a  state  of 
things  that  I  could  not  control,  and  which  I  consi- 
dered as  established.  The  government  was  tlien  re- 
ceiving the  notes  of  non-specie-paying  banks  in  its 
dues,  to  its  own  discredit  and  heavy  loss  to  ils  cre- 
ditors. The  only  practical  alternative  was  at  that 
period  between  a  league  of  state  banks  and  a  bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  gov- 
ernment. I  preferred  then,  as  I  now  clo,  the  latter 
to  the  Inriner,  as  more  efficie.il,  and  not  :i  w'lil 
more  unconstitutional;  aud,  if  I  now  were  again 


placed  in  the  same  state  of  things  that  I  then  was, 
with  all  my  present  feelings  and  views,  I  could 
hardly  have  acted  dirt'erently  from  what  I  then  did. 

The  senator  greatly  mistakes,  in  supposing  that 
I  feel  any  disposition  to  repudiate  or  retract  what  I 
then  said.  So  far  from  it,  I  have,  just  cause  to  be 
proud  of  the  remarks  I  made  on  the  occasion.  It 
put  the  question  for  the  bank,  lor  the  first  time,  on 
its  true  basis,  as  far  as  this  government  is  concern- 
ed, and  the  one  on  which  it  has  ever  since  stood; 
which  is  no  small  compliment  to  one  then  so  inex- 
perienced as  myself.  All  I  insist  on  is,  that  the  re- 
port contains  but  a  very  hasty  sketch— a  mere  out- 
line, as  the  reporter  hiinseH  says — of  my  remarks, 
in  which  four- fifths  is  omitted,'and  that  it  would  be 
doing  me  great  injustice  to  regard  it  as  containing 
a  full  exposition  of  my  views.  But,  as  brief  as  it 
IS,  what  is  reported  cannot  be  read,  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness,  without  seeing  that  I  regarded  the  ques- 
tion at  the  ti:ne  as  a  mere  practical  one,  to  be  deci- 
ded under  all  the  ciicumstances  of  the  case,  with- 
out involving  the  higher  questions  which  now,  that 
the  connection  between  the  government  and  the 
banks  is  broken,  come  riglitliilly  into  discussion. 
At  that  time  the  only  question,  as  I  expressly  sta 
ted,  was,  not  whether  we  should  be  connected  with 
the  bank,  for  that  was  existing  in  full  force,  but 
whether  it  was  most  advisable,  admitting  the  exis- 
tence of  the  connection,  that  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  the  separate  states,  should  exercise  the 
powerof  banking.  I  nave  made  these  remarks,  not 
that  I  regard  the  question  of  consistency,  after  so 
great  a  change  of  circumstances,  ol  much  inipii- 
tmce,  but  because  I  desire  lo  stand  where  trulh 
and  justice  place  me  on  this  great  question. 

The  last  argumeut  of  the  senator  on  the  question 
at  issue  was  drawn  from  the  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution which  gives  to  congress  the  right  to  regu- 
late commerce,  and  which  he  says  involves  the 
right  and  obligation  to  furnish  a  sound  circulating 
medium.  The  train  of  his  reasoning,  as  far  as  I 
could  comprehend  it,  was.  that,  without  a  curren- 
cv.  commerce  could  not  exist,  at  least  to  any  consi- 
derable extent,  and,  of  course,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  regulate;  and,  therefore,  unless  congress 
furnished  a  currency,  its  power  of  regulating  com- 
merce would  become  a  mere  nullity;  and  from 
which  he  inferred  the  right  and  obligation  to  fur- 
nish, not  oidv  a  currency,  but  a  bank  currency! 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  soundness  of  the  rea- 
soning, all  must  admit  that  his  mode  of  construing 
the  constitution  is  very  boM  and  novel.  To  what 
would  it  lead?  The  same  clause,  in  that  instrument, 
which  gives  congress  the  right  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  gives  it  also  the  kindred 
right  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 
They  are  just  as  essential  to  the  existence  of  con- 
gress as  the  currency  itself.  The  yard  and  the 
bushel  are  not  less  important  in  the  exchange  of 
commodities,  than  the  dollar  and  the  eagle;  and  the 
very  train  of  reasoning  which  would  make  il  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  government  to  furnish  the 
one,  would  make  it  equally  so,  to  furnish  the 
other.  Again:  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
ships  and  other  means  of  transportation.  Is  the 
government  also  bound  lo  furnish  thein?  Nor  with- 
out articles,  or  commodities,  to  be  exchanged,  cot- 
ton, rice,  tobacco,  and  the  various  products  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures.  Is  it  also  bound  to  fur- 
nish them?  Nor  th"se  in  turn,  without  labor;  and 
must  that,  too,  be  furnished?  If  not,  I  ask  the  sen- 
ator to  make  the  distinction.  Where  will  he  draw 
the  line,  and  on  what  principles?  Does  he  not  see 
that,  accoriling  to  this  mode  of  construction,  the 
higher  powers  granted  in  the  constitution  would  car- 
ry all  the  inferior,  and  that  this  would  become  a  gov- 
ernment of  unlimited  powers? — Take,  for  instance, 
the  war  power,  and  apply  the  same  mode  of  con- 
sfiuction  to  if,  and  what  power  would  there  be  that 
congress  could  not  exercise — nay.  be  bound  to  ex- 
ercise? Intelligence,  morals,  wealth,  nutnbers,  cur- 
rency, all  are  important  elements  of  power,  and 
may  become  so  lo  the  defence  of  the  union  and 
safety  of  the  country;  and,  according  to  the  sena- 
tor's reasoning,  the  government  would  have  the 
right,  and  would  be  in  duty  bound  to  take  charg.- 
of  the  schools,  the  pulpits,  the  industry,  the  popu- 
lation, as  well  as  the  currency  of  the  country;  and 
these  would,  comprehend  the  entire  circle  of  legis- 
lation, and  leave  the  slate  governments  as  useless 
appendages  of  the  system. 

Having  now,  I  trust,  taken  down  to  the  ground 
the  little  centre  building,  with  its  four  apartments, 
nothing  remains  of  the  entire  structure  but  the 
huge  portico  in  front,  and  on  which  I  shall  next 
commence  the  work  of  demolition.  The  senator 
opened  his  discourse  on  credits  and  banks.by  as- 
serting that  bank  credit  was,  in  trulh  and  reality, 
so  much  capital  actually  added  to  the  cninu:unily. 
objeclion.  that   nnither  credit,  nor  the 


that  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  union  of  the  po- 
litical and  money  power  oppose  that  union  with 
other  reasons,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  unfaiorable 
to  a  full  development  of  the  credit  system,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  banks  themselves,  which  they  believe 
can  oidy  be  saved  Irnm  entire  destruction  by  the 
separation;  and  it  follows,  of  couise,  all  that  he 
said  in  relation  to  them  is  either  a  begging  ol  the 
question,  or  irrelevant.  But,  assuming  what  he 
said  to  be  appficable,  I  shall  show  that  it  is  either 
unfounded  in  tact,  or  erroneous  in  conclusion. 

So  far  from  agreeing  with  the  senator,  that  what 
he  calls  bank  credit  is  so  much  real  capital  added 
to  the  country,  I  hold  the  opposite— that  banlis  do 
not  add  a  cent  ol  capital,  or  credit.  Regarded 
strictly,  the  credit  of  banks  is  limited  to  the  capital 
actually  paid  in.  This  usually  is  the  only  sum  lor 
which  the  stockholders  are  liable;  and,  without 
what  is  called  banking  privileges,  they  would  not 
have  a  cent  of  credit  beyond  that  amount.  But  the 
capital  subscribed  and  paid  is  not  created  by  the 
banks.  It  is  drawn  out  of  the  general  fund  ol  the 
country.  Nnw,  I  ask,  what  constitutes  lis  credit 
beyond  ils  capital?  In  the  first  place,  and  mainly, 
it  is  derived  from  the  tact  that  both  general  and 
stale  '■■overnments  receive  and  treat  bank  notes  as 
cash, 'and  thereby,  to  the  extent  ol  their  fiscal  ac- 
tion, virtually  give  them  the  use  of  tfieir  credit.  It 
is  an  existing  credit,  belonging  to  them  exclusive- 
ly, and  is  neither  created,  nor  increased,  by  per- 
initling  the  banks  to  use  it.  In  the  next  placf ,  the 
deposiTes  with  the  banks,  both  pubfic  and  private, 
add  a  large  amount  to  their  credit;  but  this  again  is 
i  ither  thepropiuty  or  credit  of  the  j,overnm.  ntand 
indiviiluals,  which  they  are  permitted  to  use,  and 
which  they  neither  create  nor  increase.  Finally, 
notes  and  bonds,  or  other  credits  discounti  d  by  the 
banks,  make  up  their  credit,  which  are  ntitlier 
more  nor  less  than  the  credit  of  the  drawers  and 
endoisers,  on  which  the  banks  do  business,  lliey 
take  in  the  paper  or  credit  ol  others,  payable  at  a 
given  day,  deduct  the  interest  in  advance,  and  give 
out  their  own  credit  or  notes,  payable  on  demand, 
without  interest;  that  is,  the  credit  ol  their  own 
paper  rests  on  the  credit  of  the  paper  discounted, 
or  taken  in  exchange,  which  credit  they  neither 
create  nor  increase.  In  a  word,  all  their  credit  be- 
yond the  capital  actually  paid  in,  is  but  the  credit 
of  the  public,  or  individuals,  on  which,  by  what  is 
called  banking  privileges,  they  are  permuted  to  do 
business  and  uiake  profit;  and  so  far  from  creating 
credit  or  capital,  they  in  tact  add  not  a  cent  ol  capi- 
tal or  credit  to  that  which  previously  existed. 

But  the  senator  next  tells  us  that  there  is  three 
hunilred  millions  of  banking  capital  in  the  union, 
and  that  it  is  real  bona  fide  solid  capital,  as  inucn 
.so  as  the  plantations  of  the  south.  This  is  certainly 
news  to  me.  I  had  supposed  that  this  vast  amount 
was  little  more  than  a  ficlitious  mass  of  credit  piled 
on  credit,  in  the  erection  of  wfiich,  but  fittle  specie 
or  real  capital  was  used;  ai,d  that,  when  a  new 
bank  was  created,  the  wheefbarro..  was  put  in  mo- 
tion to  roll  the  specie  from  the  old  to  the  new  in- 
stitution, till  it  got  lully  under  way,  when  it  was 
rolled  back  again.  But  it  seems  that  all  this  is  a 
mistake;  that  the  whole  capital  is  actually  paid  in 
cash,  and  is  as  solid  as  terra  firma  its- 11.  Tliis  cer- 
tainly is  a  bold  assertion,  in  the  lace  of  facts  daily 
occurring.  There  have  been,  if  I  mistake  not, 
four  or  five  recent  bank  explosions  in  the  senator's 
own  town,  in  which  the  whole  vanished  into  thin 
air,  leaving  nothing  behind  but  ruin  anddes.dation. 
What  has  become  bl  that  portion  of  his  solid  capi- 
tal? Did  the  senator  ever  hear  of  a  plantation  thus 
exploding  and  vanishing?  And  I  would  be  gl.id  to 
know  how  large  a  portion  of  his  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  solid  capital  will  finally  escape  in  th'  same 
way?  A  few  years  may  enable  us  to  answer  this 
question. 

The  senator  next,  by  way  of  illustration,  under- 
took to  draw  a  distinction  between  bank  credit  and 
government  credit,  or  public  stocks,  in  which  he 
was  not  very  siiccessliil.  It  would  be  no  riifhcult 
task  to  prove  that  they  both  test  substantially  on 
debt,  and  that  the  government  stock  may  be,  and  is 
to  a  great  extent,  actually  applied  in  the  same 
moile,  as  bank  credit  in  the  use  of  exchanges  and 
business.  II  in  fact  constitutes,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  very  basis  of  banking  operation;  but,  after  hav- 
ing occupied  the  senate  so  long,  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable to  consume  their  time  on  what  was  iti- 
frodiiced  as  a  mere  illustration. 

The  senator  next  undertook  to  prove  the  im- 
mense advantage  of  banking  institutions.  He  ask- 
ed what  would  be  done  with  the  surplus  cajiital  of 
the  country,  it  it  could  not  be  invested  in  bank 
stocks?  In"  this  new  and  growing  country,  with 
millions  on  millions  of  lands,  of  the  best  quality, 
still  lying  unimproved;  with  vast  schemes  of  un- 
mnts,  constanllv  requiring  ca]Ulal;  with  the 


banking  system,  is  involved  in  the  question;  and  I  immense  demand  for  labor  forevery  branch  of  busi 
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ness,  the  last  question  1  ever  expected  lo  liear  ask- 
'ed  IS  tiiat  i)rO(ioiinded  by  tile  senator.  I  liad  sii|)- 
ipoSt'd  tlie  great  diiliciilly  was  to  (irid  capiial,  and 
not  lijiv  to  aiS|iose  ol  it;  aii.l  that  tins  dilliculy  had 
been  one  of  the  main  reasons  assiijiicd  in  I'avor  ol' 
the  b  inking  system. 

I'lie  next  benetit  ne  attributes  to  the  system  was 
tlie  \  Jit  a.uonnt  of  lands,  which  had  passed  out  ol' 
the  hands  ol  the  public  into  that  ol  individuals  of 
late,  which  he  estimated,  duriiuj  the  last  three 
years,  at  thirty-six  millions  of  acres,  lormm^asur- 
face  eqnal  in  extent  to  England,  and  which  he 
stated  would  rise  in  value  greatly,  in  consequence 
of  their  passing  into  private  hands.  That  this  im- 
mense transfer  has  (jeen  etfected  by  the  banks,  I 
ad.iul;  but  tlial  it  is  to  be  considered  an  advantage 
to  til.'  country,  I  certainly  never  exiiecteil  to  hear 
nit.  I'.'il  any  where,  especially  on  this  Hoor,  and  by 
one  SCI  intelligent  as  the  senator.  1  had  supposed  it 
was  iiiliiiitely  better  for  the  com.nunity  at  laige, 
and  particiilarly  for  those  not  in  affluent  circum- 
stam'i's,  that  the  lands  should  re.nain  in  possession 
ot  llie  ijoveruinent  than  of  speculators,  till  wanted 
lor  siltlenient;  and  that  one  cl  tlie  most  decid  -d 
objections  lo  our  banking  system  is,  that  it  be- 
cogues  the  instrument  of  making  such  immense 
transl'ers,  wheneier  the  currency  becomes  exces- 
sive. This  is  a  point  not  without  interest,  and  I 
mii^t  a.sk  the  senate  to  bear  with  ine,  while  I  pause 
lor  .1  lew  moments  to  explain  it. 

Tlie  eitect  of  an  expanding  currency  is  to  raise 
prices,  and  to  put  specul.ition  in  motion.  He  who 
buy--,  in  a  shoit  time  seems  to  realize  a  fortune,  and 
eveiy  one  is  on  the  look-out  to  make  successful  in- 
vestments, and  thus  prices  receive  a  constant  up- 
ward impulse,  with  the  exception  of  the  public 
lands,  the  price  of  which  is  fixed  at  $1  25,  except- 
ing vncli  as  are  sold  at  public  auction.  The  rise  of 
other  landed  property  soon  creates  a  new  demand 
for  tile  public  lands;  and  speculation  commences 
its  giant  operations  in  that  quarter.  Vast  [lurchases 
are  m.ute,  and  the  revenue  of  the  government  in 
creasis  in  proportion  to  the  increased  sales.  The 
payment  is  made  in  bank  notes,  and  these  pass  from 
the  land  offices  to  the  deposite  banks,  and  consti- 
tute a  large  surplus  for  new  banking  facilities  and 
acco.iiinodatlons.  Applicants  from  all  quarters 
prr.s  ni  to  partake  of  the  rich  harvest,  and  the 
leitc^  repass  into  the  hands  of  speculators  to  be  re- 
iiiMsled  in  the  purchase  of  public  land.s.  They 
again  pass  through  the  lianils  of  receivers,  and 
thence  to  the  banks,  and  again  to  the  speculators, 
and  every  revolution  of  the  wheel  increases  the 
sw  lling  tide,  which  sweeps  away  millions  of  the 
choic.-'st  acres  from  the  noverninent  to  the  monopo- 
lizers for  bank  notes,  which  in  the  end  prove  as 
worthless  as  the  paper  on  which  they  are  written. 
Had  tliis  process  not  been  arrested,  by  the  deposite 
act  of  1S3G,  and  had  tlie  banks  avoided  an  explo- 
sion, in  a  short  time  Ihe  whole  of  the  public  do- 
main, the  precious  inheritance  ol  the  people  of  this 
union  and  tlieir  descendants,  would  have  passed 
through  the  sa:ne  process  with  the  thirty-six  mil- 
lions of  acres  which  the  senator  so  highly  com- 
mends. What  took  place  then  will  again  take 
place,  at  the  very  next  swell  of  the  paper  tide,  un- 
less, indeed,  this  bill  should  become  a  law,  which 
would  prove  an  eifectualchck  against  it<recurr.'nce. 
The  senator  next  attributes  our  extraordiniry 
advance  in  improvement  and  prosperity  to  the  bank- 
ing system.  He  puis  down  as  nothing  our  free  in- 
stitutions: the  security  in  which  the  people  enjoy 
their  rights,  the  vast  extent  of  our  country;  and 
the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the  energy,  industry, 
and  enterprise  of  the  stock  from  which  we  are  de- 
scended. .\ll  these,  it  seems,  are  as  dust.  The 
banks  are  every  thinij,  and  without  them  we  would 
have  been  little  advanced  in  improvement  or  pros- 
perity. It  is  much  more  easy  to  assign  our  pros- 
perity to  the  banking-system  than  to  prove  it.  That 
in  its  early  stages  it  contributed  to  sive  an  impiilse 
to  industry  and  i.tprovement  I  do  not  deny;  but 
that,  in  its  present  excess,  it  impedes  rather  than 
pro. notes  either,  I  hold  to  be  certain.  That  we  are 
not  indebted  to  it  for  our  extraordinary  advance  and 
improvements,  wholly  or  mainly,  there  is  an  argu- 
ment, which  I  regard  as  decisive.  B  d'ore  the  re- 
volution, we  had  no  banks,  and  yet  o.ir  improve- 
ment and  prosperity,  all  tilings  consid  -red,  were  as 
great  anterior  to  it,  as  since,  whether  we  regard  the 
increase  of  population  or  wealth.  At  that  time 
not  a  bulk  note  was  lo  be  s>en,  anrl  the  whole  cir- 
ciilition  consisted  either  of  i;o!d  and  silver,  or  the 
colonial  paper  money,  wliich  all  now,  and  espe- 
cially th  ■  senator,  considers  so  worthless.  Had  the 
senitor  lived  during  that  p?riol.  he  might  with 
equal  plausibility,  have  attributed  all  Ihe  improve- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  country  to  the  old  Colo- 
.  nial  pap.'-r  money,  as  he  now  does  to  the  hanks; 
and  have  denounced  anv  attctnnt  to  ch-n;e  or  irn- 
prove  It,  as  an  overthrow  of  tiie  credit  system,  as 


warmly  as  he  now  does  the  separation  of  the-  go- 
vern.uent  from  the  banks.  1  tell  the  senator  that 
the  time  is  co.ning,  when  his  present  d  -fence  of  the 
b. inking  system,  as  it  is  now  organized,  will  be 
considered  as  exir.iordinary  as  we  now  would  re- 
gard a  defence  of  the  old  and  exploded  system  of 
colonial  paper  money.  He  seems  not  to  see  that 
the  system  has  readied  a  point,  where  great  chang- 
es are  unavoidable;  and  without  which,  the  svhole 
will  explode.  The  stale  of  its  manhood  and  vigor 
has  pass  d,  and  it  is  now  far  advanced  in  tlial  of 
decrepitude.  The  whole  system  must  be  reformed, 
or  it  must  perish  in  the  natuial  course  of  events. — 
The  first  step  tOAard  its  renovaiion  is  the  measure 
he  denounces  in  suc!i  unmeasured  terms — the  sepa- 
ration from  the  governinent;  and  the  next  a  separa 
tion  between  discount  and  ciicnlalion. 


dependence  IS  to  be  put  on  mis  mu-,  vi,  i,,.,,  a 
stiong  Illustration  in  the  late  cataslioplie,  under 
which  the  coniilry  is  now  sulleriiig.  'I  he  exchang- 
es remained  in  our  lavor  till  the  very  lust;  and  be- 
fore Ihe  rule,  on  which  Ihe  senaloi  so  confideiilly 
relies,  could  hi'  applied,  the  shock  was  li  It  and  llie 
banks  ingulfed;  and  this  will  ever  be  Ihe  case, 
when  precedc-il  by  a  general  expansion  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  such  as  preceded  the  late. 

The  cause  of  that  commenced  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  originated  mainly  in  Ihe  pro- 
visions oil  which  the  recharter  of  Ihe  Hank  of 
England  was  renewed;  which  gieatly  la\oredix. 
tension  of  banking  operations  In  a  ciinnliy  which 
may  be  considered  as  tin'  centre  of  the  cumniercial 
.SNSlemol  the  world.  The  ellicl  ol  lln-e  proii- 
riie  two  sionswasa  depreciation  of  the  value  of  (;old  and 
are  Incompatible;  and  .so  long  as  they  are  united,  silver  there,  ami  their  consequent  expuMon  to  other 
those  frequent  vicissitudes  of  contractions  and  ex-  countries,  and  especially  lo  ours,  which  turned  the 
pansions,  to  which  bank  circulation  is  so  subject,  t  exchange  with  England  in  our  favor;  and  which,  in 
and  which  is  rapidly  brin:;iiig  it  into  discredit,  must  combination  with  other  causes,  llie  removal  of  Ihe 
continue  to  increase  In  frequency  and  intensity,  till  [  deposlles  and  the  expiration  ol  Ihe  charier  ol  Ihe 
it  shall  become  as  completely  discredited  as'con-  late  liank  ol  the  Unileil  Stales,  was  lolloHed  by  a 
linenlal  innney.  I  great  corresponding  expansion  of  our  hanking  sys- 

Tlie  senator  seems  not  lo  be  entirely  unaware  ofj  lein.  The  result  of  this  state  of  things  wa;,  a  ureal 
the  danger  to  which  llie  system  is  exposed  liom  Its  i  Increase  of  the  liabilities  of  the  banks,  coinparrd 
Irequent  vibralions  ami  catastrophes.  He  tells  us,  I  with  their  specie  in  both  coiinlrles,  which  laid  the 
byway  of  apology,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the,  train  for  the  explosion.  The  Bank  of  Eie'land 
sjiecie  circular  the  present  catastrophe  wouM  not  ^  lirst  took  Ihe  alarm,  and  began  to  pu^pare  to  meet 
have  occurred.  That  it  hastened  it,  1  do  not  in  the  '  Ihe  threateueil  calamity.  It  was  uirivoidable,  and 
least  doubt;  but  that  we  should  have  escaped  with-  the  only  question  was,  wlier-  It  should  lall.  The 
out  it,  I  wholly  deny.  The  causes  of  the  expio-  weakness  of  our  system,  and  the  comparative 
sioii  lay  deep— far  beneath  the  circular,  and  nothing  strength  of  theirs,  luVind  the  shock  on  onis,  hut  of 
but  the  most  elticient  measures,  during  the  session  the  approach  of  which,  the  exchangis  gave,  as  1 
iminediately  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  have  stated,  no  indications  almost  to  Ihe  last  mo- 
could  have  prevented  it.  That  »  as  the  crisis,  which  |  ment.  Ami  even  then,  so  arlilicial  are  cxclian"es, 
having  passed  without  doing  any  thing,  what  has  ;  and  so  liable  lo  be  Influenced  by  other  causes,  be- 
since  followed  was  inevitable.  But  a. Iinllling  what  Vsides  the  excess  ol  cuireiicy  on"  one  side,  and  Ihe 
he  says  to  be  true,  what  a  picture  ol  the  system  !  deficit  on  the  other,  alter  it  began  to  show  unlaiora- 
does  It  exhibit?  How  frail,  how  unstable  must  it  :  hie  indications,  we  all  remember  that  a  single  indi- 
bc,  when  a  single  act  of  the  executive  could  brin;;  [  vidnal,  at  the  head  of 
it  to  the  ground,  and  spread  ruin  over  Ihe  connlry.' 
.■\nd  shall  we  again  renew  our  connexion  with  such 
a  system,  so  liable  from  Ihe  slightest  cause  losucli 
disasters?  Does  it  not  conclusively  show  that  there 
is  some  d<;ep  and  inherent  defect  in  its  very  con- 
stitution, whicn  renders  it  loo  unsafe  to  confide  in 
without  some  radical  and  thorough  reform? 

The  senator  himself  seems  conscious  of  this.  He 
entered  Into  the  question  of  Its  expansions  and  con- 
tiactions,and  suggested  several  remedies  to  correct 
ail  evil,  which  none  can  deny,  and  .vlilcli  all  must 
see,  if  not  corrected,  must  end  In  the  final  over- 
throw of  the  system.  He  tL>ld  us  that  the  remedy 
was  to  be  found  in  the  proportion  between  bullion 
and  circulation,  and  that  the  proper  rule  lo  eulorce 
the  due  proportion  between  the  two,  was,  when  ex- 
change was  against  us,  lor  Ihe  banks  to  curtail.     I 


tale  Insijiiiilon,  I  mean 
iMr.  Biddle,  by  appearing  in  i\iv\  York,  and  bring- 
in;;  into  market  bonds  on  England,  dra»iiou  time, 
Inrned  Ihe  current  and  restored  the  exchange.  All 
this  conclusively  proves,  that  when  there  is  agiuie- 
ral  expansion,  (the  most  dangerous  of  all,)  ex- 
changes give  no  Indication  ol  the  appioacli  ol  dan- 
ger, and,  of  course,  their  regulation,  on  which  Ihe 
senator  relies,  allbrds  no  protection  against  It. 

I  initiht  go  furlher,  ami  show  thai  al  no  time  Is  it 
to  be  relied  on  as  the  Index  of  the  relative  expan- 
sion or  contiaction  in  diHerent  countiies,  atid  that 
it  is  liable  to  be  indiienccd  by  many  circuinstances 
besides  those  to  which  1  have  alluded,  sonii.'  of  which 
are  fleeting,  and  others  more  permanent,  ll  pre- 
supposes the  pel  feci  fluidity  of  currency,  ami  that 
it  is  not  liable  to  be  obstructed  or  Impeded  bj  natu- 
ral or  aitificlal  causes  in  its  ebbs  and  flo«s,  wliich 
admit  that  the  disease  originates  In  the  undue  pro  |  is  far  from  belli:;  true,  as  I  have  already  sIioh  n  in 
portion,  not  between    bullion  and  circulation,  but  |  the  instance  of  Mr.   Biildle's   operation    precidii 


the  lale  shock.  In  fact,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a 
rule,  that  where  the  currency  consists  of  converti- 
ble paper,  restin;  on  a  gold  and  silver  basis,  the 
small  porllon  of  specie  which  may  b-  required  lo 
uphold  the  whole  has  Its  fluidity  obstriicteil  by  so 
many  and  such  powerful  causes,  as  to  ailbrd  no  cer- 
tain criterion  of  the  relative  cxpansi  wi  of  the  cur- 
rency between  It  and  other  countries,  and,  of 
course,  aifnrd  no  cerhiin  rule  of  re:;ulalin:;  bank- 
operations.     The  subject  is  one  that  would  i 


quire  more  lime  lo  discuss  than  I 


bestow  on 


between  it  and  Ihe  liabilities  of  the  banks,  incliid 
iiig  deposites  as  well  as  circulation,  (the  former  is 
even  more  important  than  the  latter,)  and  that  the 
remedy  must  consist  in  enforcin:;  that  proportion. 
But  two  questions  here  present  themselves:  wdiat 
Is  that  due  proportion?  and  how  Is  it.  under  our 
system  of  banking  to  be  enforced?  There  is  one 
proportion  which  we  know  to  he  safe,  and  that  Is, 
when  forevery  dollar  of  liahiiily  thi  re  is  one  dollar 
in  bullion  or  speci  ;  but  this  would  bring  us  back 
asaiii  to  the  old,  honest,  and  substantial  bank  of 
.Amsterdam,  so  much  abused  by  all  Ihe  advocates  of 
banks  of  discount.  If  that  proportion  be  transcend 
ed — if  we  admit  two,  or  three,  to  one,  to  be  the  due 
proportion,  or  any  other  that  would  make  bankin;; 
more  profitabl^^  and  cli:;ible  than  Ihe  mere  loaning 
of  money  or  other  |>ursnits  of  society,  the  evil  un- 
der which  we  now  sulfer  would  continue.  Too 
much  capital  would  continue  lo  flow  Into  banking, 
to  be  ai;.iln  followed  by  the  excess  of  the  systi-m. 
with  all  Us  train  of  disasters.  But  admit  that  such 
would  not  be   the  fact,  how   are  we   lo  compel  Ihe 

twenty -six  states  of  this  union  to  enlbrce  the  due;  tendency  to  increase;  and  that  again,  in  the  oxtra- 
p-oportion,  all  of  which  exercise  the  right  of  eslab- 1  ordinary  ami  vast  advantages  which  arc  confericd 
lishins  banks  at  pleasure,  and  on  such  principles  j  on  II.  beyond  all  other  pursuits  of  the  commnnlly, 
as  Ihey  may  choose  to  adopt?  It  can  only  be  done  l  which.  II  not  ilimiiiished,  must  terminate  In  Its  ii'l- 
by  an  amend  nent  of  the  constitution;  and  is  then- 1  ter  destruction,  or  an  entire  revolution  in  onrsorhl 
any  one  so  wild  and  visionary  as  lo  believe  that  |  and  political  system.  It  is  not  possible  that  Ihe 
there  is  the  least  prospect  of  such  an  a:nenilmeiil?  j  [;real  body  of  Ihe  community  will  patiditly  bi  ar 
Let  gentlemen,  who  acknowdedge  Ihe  defect,  before  that  the  currency,  which  ought  to  be  the  most  sla- 
they  insist  on  are-union  with  a  system  acknowledged  |  ble  of  all  Ihinss.'slioiild  be  the  most  fluctuatluK  and 
to  be  exposed,  as  it  now  stands,  lo  such  frequent  uncertain;  anil  that,  too,  in  defiance  of  positive 
and  dangerous  vicissitudes,  first  apply  a  remedy  provisions  in  Ihe  constitution,  which  all  arknow- 
and  remove  the  defect,  and  then  ask  for  our  co- 
operation. 

But  the  senator  tells  us  that  the  means  of  enforc- 


tlie  present  occasion;  but  of  its  tr 
strong  illustration  In  the  state  of  things  preceding 
Ihe  late  shock,  when,  as  I  have  staled,  the  exchang- 
es remained  favorable  to  the  banks,  while  Ihe  vast 
amount  of  our  i.nporls,  and  Ihe  unusual  character 
of  many  of  the  articles  Imported,  cl  arly  indicated 
that  out  currency  was  relatively  greatly  expinded, 
compared  wilh  those  countries  with  which  we  have 
commercial  relalions. 

To  correct  the  defects  ol  the  system,  the  senator 
must  go  much  deeper.     The  evil  lies   in  ils  strong 


j  Icdje  were  intended  to  give  ll  Ihe  greatest  po.sslblc 
!  stability.  
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ing  the  due  proportion  is  lo  be  found  in  the  regiila-  ! 

lion  of  theexchanjes,  and  lor  Ibis  purpose  the  only  ] 

rule  necessary  lo   he  observed  is   lo  curlail    when  I      [The  repor!  in  Ihe  ra.se  of  .Mr.  /Ji/pir/c.^  was  m.ide 

exr-hanges   are  against  its,  and,  as  a  counterpart,  I    by  .Mr.  M'liite.  and  nnl  by  Mr.   Giuwlj,  as  sta'eu  in 

suppose,  to  enlarge  when  in  our  favor.     How  much  i  the  last  "Rluister."] 
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/J/}ril  13.  The  Ficc  Piciideat  preseiiled  a  coin- 
muiiicilioii  froin  ihe  jjost  otii;e  ilepardneiit,  on  tlip 
siibj  ■i.-t  ol  contnicis,  an  I  allowances  maJe  to  con- 
tracloi.-.  Laid  on  the  table,  anil  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions,  Sec.  were  peiented  by  llie  lollovving  gen- 
tlemen: 

By  Mr.  McKcm;  Eight  memorials  signed  by  8C7 
citiitns  of  PeMiisylvanij,  prayin:^  that  "the  alleged 
trealy  of  New  Ecliota,  in.tde  svith  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  may  not  be  enforced  contrary  to  (he 
consent  of  that  tribe.  Liid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed.  By  Mr.  Buchamin:  Memorials  of 
the  same  import,  Irom  1,100  or  1,200  citizens  ol 
Pennsylvania.  Laid  on  the  table.  Also,  I'loin  citi- 
zens of  Lancaster  coiiiity,  against  duelling.  Laid  on 
the  table.  3y  Mr.  Moaioa  a.nA  Mr.  Roiiiie:  From 
individuals.  Referred.  By  Mr.  Criltcnden:  From 
the  heirs  of  Richard  K.  Meade.  Referrid.  The 
senate  took  up  the  resoinlion  orfered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Norcetl,  in  relation  lo  the  absence  of  senatoi.s.' 

Tile  resolution  was  niodi/ied  by  Mr.  Nuroell  so  as 
to  make  .sickness  the  only  valid  excuse  lor  absence. 

Mr.  King  objected  to  the  resolution,  that  the  ex- 
isting law  rendered  it  nugatory.  Mr  While  object- 
ed to  it,  that  by  implication  it  took  it  lor  granted  that 
a  senator  might  at  any  lime  be  absent  if  he  chose, 
during  that  lime,  to  surrender  his  pay;  an  implica- 
tion which  Mr.  W.  thouglit  should  by  no  means  be 
aduiilted.  Tiiere  were  duties  resting  upon  them 
which  were  i)arainount  to  all  considerations  of  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  CLay,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  it,  that  it  also 
took  it  for  granted  that  all  th  •  duties  of  the  senators 
for  the  public  interest  were  to  be  pcrloniied  iii  the 
seunte  chamber,  while  Mr.  C.  iijr  one,  performed 
much  the  greater  part  of  his  labor  for  the  public  in- 
terests in  his  own  lOom,  where  he  was  in  tlie  prac- 
tice of  laboring  day  and  night  on  public  subjects; 
and  he  was  unwilling,  therelore,  to  give  any  cause 
for  the  impression  that  all  the  public  business  ol  sena- 
tors was  done,  or  to  be  done,  in  the  senate  chamber. 

The  resoinlion  was  withdrawn,  Mr.  Nurvell  re- 
marking that  his  whole  object  was  to  secure  a  quo- 
rum ol  tlie  senate  during  the  hours  of  tlieir  siltmr;. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Niles,  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy ol  delining  and  limiting  tlie  term  of  all  the  bureau 
ollicers  connected  with  the  departmeiils,  and  of  all 
appointments  made  by  the  heads  of  departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hvggles,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing  a  .system  of  telegraphs  tor  the 
United  States,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  Cooper,  of  Philip 
Marshall,  and  others,  of  Christoper  Clark,  and  of 
Ellas  .Johns,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tlie  senate  took  up  the  bill,  on  its  third  reading, 
lo  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  laiiils. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  as  the  bill  was  now  on  its 
passage,  tie  was  desirous  of  stating  ma  lew  words 
the  reasons  which  had  governed  him. 

Tne  bill  was  certainly  liable  to  butiiltle  objection 
as  to  the  details;  but  he  could  not  give  it  his  support. 
He  lelt  satisfied  that  we  had  arrived  at  that  period 
when  one  ol  two  courses  of  policy  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  public  lands:  eitner  to  adhere 
rigidly  to  the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  mak- 
ing any  material  change,  or  to  make  a  cession  of 
them  to  the  new  states  within  whose  limits  they  are 
respectively  situate  i,on  terms  mutually  satisfactory. 
It  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  extent  of  interest  in- 
volved 111  the  puBlic  domain  is  too  great,  and  tlie  par- 
ties interested  too  powertui  and  inlluential,  lo  per- 
mit tin-  laws  which  regulate  and  dispose  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  be  the  suDj.'ct  ol  frequent  changes. — 
Numerous  and  popular  as  th»se  stales  have  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  rejoiced,)  it  was  impossible  to 
l>revenl  tins  mighty  question  Iruin  being  thrown  into 
the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  Irom  havin-'  a 
most  pernicious  eilect  on  our  politics,  so  long  as  Iney 
are  under  our  cunirol,  unless  we  should  alHtain  alto- 
gether horn  touching  them,  which  he  feared  was  im- 
possible. 

Ii  was  well  known  that  under  this  impression  he 
was  in  favor  ol  ceding  thein  to  the  states,  as  the  only 
practicable  remedy  against  the  evil  he  apprehended, 
and  that  under  il'he  Had  introduced  a  bill  to  cede 
them.  He  hoped  that  the  coininitlee  on  the  public 
lands  would  ca  I  up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He 
was  prepared  lo  give  it  his  best  aid,  and  lie  iliti  hope 
it  would  receive  the  sanction  ol  the  senate.  lu  tlie 
mean  tune,  he  should  feed  it  to  be  his  duly  to  vote 
ag  iinst  all  measures  which  provided  lor  any  material 
change  in  the  land  laws  as  they  now  stood. 

Mr.  Baclianan  also,  at  considerable  leiiglh,  assi-n- 
ed  ilie  reasons  wny  lie  fell  constrained  to  vole  afraiust 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  Ibllowliig  vole: 

Vl^.VS-M  ,sis.  Alien,  15ri,ion,  Ci..y,  of  Ali- 
bama,  Culliberl,  Fulton,   Grundy,   Hubbard,   King, 


Linn,  Lniiipkin,  Lyon,  Moiiton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
iVoi  veil.  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  TiotteV,  Walker, 
White.  Wright,  Youn-— 27. 

N.VYS— Mes.'iis.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ivenluckv,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  D.ivis,  McKean, 
Merrick,"  Pivi.liss,  Rives,  Roane,  Kobbins,  Ruggles, 
Swift,  Wall,  Williams— Iti. 

The  bills  for  Ihe  relief  of  Windsor  Sears,  and  others, 
ol  Thomas  Suinpter,  of  James  Campb>'ll,  of  Ann 
W.  Johnson,  of  James  McMahei.  ol  Pierre  Ber- 
iiaril,  and  others,  of  Patrick  McGibbony,  of  Charles 

M.  Keller,  an.l  Stone,  of  Moses  iMeirill,  to  re- 

luml  to  the  G.oigia  railroad  and  banking  company 
certain  duties  paid  on  lailroad  iron,  to  refund  such 
d  :ties  paiil  by  the  Hariaem  railroad  company;  to  es- 
tablish a  pension  agency  at  Montpeliei,  Vermont; 
lb.  the  rebel  ol  Thomas  Tyner,  and  others;  of  the 
heirs  of  Francis  L.  B.  Goodwin,  of  Michael  Am- 
biis'er,  of  the  heirs  ol  William  Coggeswell.  of  Free- 
man Biarly,  of  Capt.iin  John  Talford,  ot  Hugh  Mc- 
Donald, and  of  D.  W.  Healey,  were  severally  con- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  a  third  readn.g. 

Alter  ail  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

.iprd  IB.  The  Vice  President  presented,  from 
the  tieasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a  senate 
resolution,  ollered  by  Mr.  Walkei.a  report  of  the  com- 
missioner ol  the  general  land  ollice,  with  statements, 
showing  wdiat  portion  ot  the  public  lands  in  the  seve- 
ral land  dist.icts  ol  Ihe  United  States  have  been 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  lor  twenty-live  years 
and  upwards.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ihe  lollowiiig  petitions,  &.C.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  McKean:  From  citizens  of  Penii-)  Ivania, 
against  the  enforcement  ol  the  lale  alleged  treaty 
Willi  Ihe  Cherokees  contrary  to  their  wishes.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Noivelt:  Resolutions  relating  to  certiin 
harbors  and  lisht-houses.     Referred. 

By  Mr.  Siiifl:  The  petilion  of  IS2  women  ol 
New  Britain,  Connecticut,  remonslrating  against 
the  annexation  ol  Texas  to  liie  United  States.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  tlie  petilion  of  the  same  persons,  praying 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  ol  Colum- 
bia.    Motion  to  receive  laid  on  ihe  table. 

By  Mr.  Bayaid:  F  om  430  citizens  olNevv  Castle 
county,  Delaware,  and  from  168  vessel  owners  anil 
captains,  against  the  division  ol  Delaware  into  two 
collection  districts.  Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid 
on  the  table  to  await  the  action  on  the  bill  on  that 
subject  now  in  piogress: 

By  Mr.  Fidloii:  A  resolution  of  instructions  from 
the  legi.ilature  ot  Arkansas,  in  tavor  of  the  passage 
ol  a  law  authorizing  a  certain  township  in  Aikaiisas 
lo  sell  the  16tli  seclioii  ol  land  for  the  use  of  schools. 
Relerred. 

Several  other  petilions  were  presented,  and  reso- 
lutions onered,  aller  winch 

Mr.  £"/«§  ollered  a  joint  resolution,  which  lies  on 
the  table  for  consideration,  that  congress  adjourn  on 
the  first  Monday  in  June. 

A  message  was  receivd  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Siates,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Biiieii,  Ins  pri- 
vate secretary. 

The  bills  lor  the  relief  of  James  McMaher,  of 
Cuitis  Grubb,  of  Alexander  C.  Morgan,  ol  Jonathan 
Elholt,  of  John  VVil.-,oii,  ol  Thomas  Tyner  and  oth- 
ers, of  James  L.  K-iiuer,  of  H.  W.  Russell,  of 
Freeman  B.adv,  of  James  Callan,  of  Hui^h  Mc- 
Donald, of  D.  'W.  Healey,  of  Ann  W.  Juhhson,  of 
\yiutlirop  Sears,  of  Thomas  Sumpter,  of  the  le!;al 
representatives  of  Patrick  McGibuony,  of  Charles 
M.  Keller  and  Henry  Sloiie,  to  refund  certain  duties 
oil  railroad  iron  to  the  Georgia  railroad  and  banking 
company,  to  reliind  ceilain  duties  on  railroad  iron  to 
the  New  Yo4k  and  ILuteni  railroad  compaiiy,  lor  the 
reliel  of  the  legal  lepresenUiiii  es  of  capt.  Robert 
Willie,  ol  the  hens  ol  Francis  L  B.  Goodwin,  ol 
IMichael  Ambrister,  ol  the  heirs  of  William  Coggs- 
wcll,  and  ol  the  heirs  of  captain  John  Talford,  were 
severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  W.  and  H.  Smith  was 
considered,  and  orJere''  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thud 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  tlie 
house  to  the  senate  bill  lor  nui.di.jg  claims,  &e.  in 
the  D.strict  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  bill  lo  pre- 
vent ihe  issuing  and  circiilalion  of  the  notes  ol  the 
late  United  Slates  Bank. 

Mr.  G'-i/ni^y  argued  at  much  length,  that  the  late 
letter  ol  Mr.  Biddle  contained  a  virtual  declaralion 
of  v\ar  against  Ihe  adininisiration,  [in  Ihe  part  rela- 1 
ting  lo  gelling  '•behind  cotloii  bales,"  Stc]  and  that' 
the  .neasiire  proposed  by  liie  bill  was  conslilufional, 
J  i-it,  an  t  ixpedient.  IF'  replied  also  parlieulariy  to 
the  various  porlions  ol  Mr.  Biddle's  letter,  which  lie  , 


characterized  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary   pro- 
ductions of  the  time.     When  lie  had  concluded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  held  an 
executive  session,  and  then  adjourned. 

Jlljril  17.  Auioiig  the  petitions.  Sec.  presented, 
weie  Ihe  following: 

By  f.Jr.  While:  Resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Tennessee,  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to  the 
Union.  Read,  laid'oii  the  table,  and  oidered  to  be 
printeil. 

Also,  in  favor  of  paying  the  troops  in  Tennessee, 
who  were  organized  but  not  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  United  Slates.  Read,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  made  a  report,  identical  with  the  re- 
port made  111  the  other  house,  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  treasury  budding  and  the  building  lor  the  gen- 
eral post  olhci',  accoin|ianied  by  a  bi  I  pioviuing  lor 
the  removal  of  the  walis  ol  the  neu  tieasuiy  build- 
ing and  for  the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  building  for 
the  post  office  department.  Read,  and  oid -red  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  claims  of  David  Allen,  John  Laub,  andsevu- 
lal  otiiers,  (unheard,)  were  rejected. 

The  bill  to  cxend  the  charter  ol  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  ol  E.  W.  andH.  Smith,  was 
read  a  thud  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  lor  the  rebel  Samuel  Gibson,  providing 
for  indemnity  for  properly  destroyed  by  Indian  de- 
predations, was  debated  at  considerable  length  by 
Messrs.  White,  Young,  Linn,  King,  and  Davis, 
chiefly  on  the  objection  that  the  government  was  not 
in  the  practice  ot  making  indemnity  lor  robbery  or 
piracy  ;  and  on  the  ground  in  lavor  ol  the  bill,  that 
government  had  not  takin  the  proper  measures  to 
punish  and  prevent  such  depredations.  In  the  end, 
tlie  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  lor  the  reliel  of  Charles  Bemis  was  also 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  s.  nate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  to 
prohibit  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes  of 
the  late  bank  ol  tl  e  United  States,  under  a  penalty 
of  not  more  than  ten  years'  confinement  lo  hard 
labor,  and  a  fine  not  exceeding  $'10,000,  one  or  both, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  giving  the  United 
States  courts  jnrisiliction  to  issue  injunctions. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  as  no  one  appeared  prepared  to  ^ 
speak  on  the  subject,  it  might  be  well  to  delay  the', 
action  on  the  bill  lor  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  said  it  was  qu  te  possible 
that  no  one  was  desirous  to  speak,  but  they  might, 
nol  withstanding,  be  ready  to  vole  upon  it. 

Mr.  King,  said  the  bill  was  one  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  he  therefore  thought  it  had  belter  lie  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr  C/,(i/ said,  certainly,  if  the  friends  of  the  bill 
desired  it;  but  Mr.  C.  was  very  desirous  to  ha\  e  the 
vote  taken,  lo  see  if  a  majority  ol  the  senate  were 
ready  lo  assert  the  pouer  claimed  by  the  bih. 

Mr.  Linn  said  if  Ihe  gentleman  tioin  Al  bama  de- 
sireil  to  speak  on  the  subject,  he  would  be  len  glad 
to  hear  hiiii;  otherwdse  he  lllought  it  as  well  to  lake 
the  vote  at  once. 

Mr.  King  had  now  no  intention  of  S)ieaking,  and 
it  lie  senate  thought  best  to  take  the  \ote  now,  he 
must  vote  against  the  bill. 

/.ir.  6VrffHg-e  said  he  agieed  with  ll;e  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  juuiciary  (Mr.  GruiiUy)  that 
tlie  conduct  complained  of  was  a  very  great  abuse; 
and  he  doubled  the  power  of  congress  to  |iass  the 
bill,  and  he  should  IlK-iefore  vote  a;:ainst  it. 

Mr.  Sniilh,  of  Connecticut,  sahl  he  had  not  exam- 
iiitil  the  bill  so  as  to  be  ready  to  vote  upon  it,  and  as 
gentlemen  in  whom  he  had  confidence  ex|iressed  a 
ciunbt  respecting  it,  he  v. ished  it  postponed  iitilil  le- 
mon ow. 

Mr.  Wall  said  the  bill  had  been  on  the  table  more 
Ihaii  a  iiionlh;  out  it  any  gentleman  had  not  exam- 
ined it,  he  had  no  objection  to  postpone  it  a  day, 
though  in  saying  rtiis  he  did  not  mean  to  intimate  the 
least  doubt  ol  the  constitutional  objections,  he  would  . 
like  to  hear  them  expressed. 

Mr,  Xilcs   was  also  in  lavor  of  delay;  and 

The  bill    was   accnidingl)    postponed   till  to-mor- 

lOW. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered,  and 
severally  mdeied  lo  a  third  reading,  viz: 

The  tiill  to  authorize  tlie  appointment  of  lour  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  Ihe  otlice  of  commissioner  on  In- 
dian ailaii>;  lor  the  benefit  of  the  lev)    court  of  Cal- 
vert cuiinty,  Maryland,  lor  Ihe  reliel    of  the  heirs  of 
John  Cain|ibell;  lor  the   relief  of  Thomas  Cushing; 
for  the  leliel  of  Thomas  L.  Wintlirop  and  others,  of 
the  Mississqipi  land  company,    [advocated   by  Mr. 
Vari.i.  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  opposed   by  Mr.  Benton,    \ 
amended  on  motion  ol  Mr.  l>avis,   so  as    lo   render    i 
sudicient  any   proof  satisfactory    to   the  department 
that  cert.iin  certificates  were  lost,  and  to  n  quire  said    ' 
company  to  secure  the  United  States  against  loss  by 
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said  ciTlifitMles,  ami  canieil  by  ypas  [23,  nays   11;]  ;  looketl  lor  the  ilay  when  they  wuiihi  becuin 

for  the  relief  of  Daviil   Gilmore:  to   authorize  pay- I  and  portion  of  our  happy  union. 

ment  to  the  Missouri   vohinteers   for   horses    lost  in        The  hill  was  then  postponed,  and  made  tl: 

the  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay;   and   the   bill   granting    cial  order  lor  Tuesday  next. 

patents  to  A.  M.  Perkins  and  J   H.  Kyan.  [      Mr.  Claij,  of  Ken'ucky,  rose,  and  said  that  a  bill 

Various  bills  from  the  house  were  severally  read  which  nii^hl  be  called  [Ur  peiietenliavv  bill  had 
twice  and  referred.  [been   made   the  order  for  today,  with  the    under. 

The  hill  fixinirthe  salaries  of  several  district  judo;-  I  standing  tlwit  it  would  now  be  cnhsidcrcd.  Mr.  C. 
es  of  the  L'nited  Slates  was  discussed  at  len;;ih  by  |  had  no  wish  to  press  ils  consideration,  it  the  friends 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Whih-,  M'all,  Pren-  \  of  the  bill  were  not  ready  to  act  upon  il;  but  it  li.id 
tiss,  lioune,  and  Rircs.  |  been   laiil  on  the  table  with  the  uiidcrstaiiding  that 

It  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilh,  by   rais- 1  it  ivould  be  now  taken  up. 
ing  the  salary  ol  the  J  udjje  in  Indiana   from   $1.(100  I      Mr.  />i/c/i«im'i  said  the  gentleman  need   not  fear 
toSl.SOO;    and    pending  a   motion  of  Mr.    Swijl  to  ]  that   he  would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on 
make  the  same  increase  i]i  the  salary  of  (he  judge  in  i  the  hill.     There  was  no  dispusitinn  in  ifsliiinds  to 
Vermont,  [suppress    it.     But    Mr.  B.  would    like  to  bear  the 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and  then,  senator  justify  the  is-ue  of  the  old  notes  of  the  U. 
on  motion  of  Mr   ^VonrW,  adjourned.  S.  Bank  afu^r  the  expiialion  of  ils  chnrtir. 

.ipril  IS.  Alter  the  presentation  of  petitions,  .Mr.  (Vr/i/ said  he  was  afraid  the  senator  wonM 
&c.  the   senate  look    up  the  resolution   ottered   by    not  be  gratifnd  in   thi>   liillllment  of  any  suci 


Mr.  King,  for  closing  the  present  session  of  con 
gress  on  the  first  iMonday  in  June. 

Mr.  Kinc  expressed  the  liope  that  the  resolution 
would  be  ado|ited  by  the  senate  and  go  to  the  other 
house,  who  might  fix  on  another  day,  if  they 
thouglit  the  one  in  the  resolution  too  early.  He 
thought  the  agitation  of  the  question  would  of  it- 
self have  a  favorable  ell'ect  on  the  progress  of  busi- 
ness in  congress. 

Mr.  Gridiify  wished  the  resolution  might  lie  on 
the  table  a  day  or  two.  that  the  senate  might  be  bet- 
ter able  to  estimate  the  amount  of  business  before 
them. 

Jlr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  resolution  would  now  be 
adopted.  He  thought  the  time  sufficient  for  the 
senate  to  get  through  their  business. 

Mr.  Preslon  also  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoption, 
and  argued  that  the  extra  session  had  diminished 
the  amount  of  business  that  must  otherwise  have 
been  done  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Norvell  hoped  the  resoliilion  would  not  pass. 
Congress  had  neither  determined  on  the  great  fi- 
nancial and  pecuniary  question  which  had  been 
under  discussion,  nor  had  they  provided  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  service  of  the  country;  and'if 
this  resolution  should  be  sent  as  it  was  to  the  other 
house,  and  they  should  adopt  it,  these  great  ques- 
tions would  probably  not  be  decided. 

Mr.  A7/ig  said  he  should  no',  press  the  resolution, 
but,  as  it  was,  it  would  still  leave  seven  weeks  of 
the  session  yet  to  come.  \t  the  short  sessions,  lit- 
tle was  usually  done  till  after  Christmas,  leaving 
only  nine  weeks  for  active  business,  and  yet  expe- 
rience showed  that  business  was  about  as  much  and 
33  well  done  as  in  the  long  sessions;  anditseenud. 


therefore,  as   if  seven  weeks,  which  was  nearly  as  [  disqualify  any  pe 


pectation.  Mr.  C.  would  undertake  no  such  justi- 
fication; but  he  wished  to  see  if  gentlemen  were 
ready  to  vote  that  government  had  any  such  power 
as  that  claimed  by  the  bill. 

The  subject  was  here  dropped,  no  motion  being 
made  to  take  the  bill  up,  and  no  announcement  of 
the  bill  from  the  chair. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  Mil  lo  es- 
tablish a  board  of  coininissioner.'!  to  hear  and  ex- 
amine c'ainis  against  the  United  States. 

The  subject  of  Ihis  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Grimily.  Preiitisn.  S/ra/igc,  Ihbbanl,  Pre'slov,  Cnl- 
hoiin,  and  Uuehiinaii;  some  amendments  liom  the 
committee  were  agreed  to,  provision  was  made  for 
a  special  solicilor,  and  the  hill,  as  amended,  was 
then  bid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TrvI-;S. 

Friday,  Jpril  Vo.  Memorials  on  the  subject  of 
duelling  were  presented  by  Messrs.  JlUierhm,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Darlington,  of  Pi  iinsylvania. 
and  were  referred  to  the  select  committee  now  in 
session. 

The  memorial  presented  hy  Mr.  .\tlierlon  was 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Antrim,  in  the 
county  of  Hillsborniigh,  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
which  town  contains  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
legal  voters,  praying,  agreeably  to  a  unanimous 
vole  of  a  lull  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  said  town, 
(or  the  passage  ol  a  law  to  suppress  the  I'uaclice  of 
duelling. 

Mr.  Darlington  presented  the  memorial  of  Win. 
Hall  and  sixty  others,  citizens  o(  Lancaster  county. 
Pennsylvania,  praying  congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
vho   may   hereafter  be  en- 


much  as  was  employed  at  the  short  sessions,  would 
now  be  time  ample  enough.  If  congress  should 
not  act  at  all  on  this  subject,  he  feared  much  time 
would  be  consumed  in  i(lle  debate. 

Mr.  .VorefH  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
fable;  which  motion  was  nejatived  by  yeas  and 
nays,  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr  Davis,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alleo,  Benton,  Grundy,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Rugales,  Strange, 
Wall,  White,  Wright— 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Srtift,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Williams,  Young— 26. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bills  published  in  the  report  of  yesterday  as 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  were  to-day  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  In- 
dians west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Tiplon  ex[daincd,  and  advocated  the  bill  at 
length,  entering  especially  into  historical  and  sta- 
tistical facts  relating  to  the  subject.  He  conclud- 
ed by  moving  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.    \\Tiite,'m  behalf  of  the  committee,  invited 
the  special  attention  of  all  the  senators  to  this  sub- 
ject.    They  were  desirous  of  obtaining  every  as- 
sistance to  render  the  bill  as  perfect  as  possible. 
Mr.  Liimphin  expressed   his  entire  concurrence 


holding  ottice  uniler  the 
C, 


gaged    in  a  duel  ( 
eral  governmmt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williiims.  of  N 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  land  distnct.s  in  the  United  Slates, 
the  receipts  from  which  do  not  authorize  their 
longer  continuance. 

Anion;  the  reports  made  wore  the  following. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill 
No.  29,  making  appropriations  lor  certain  roads  in 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,    from    the    committee    of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entith'd  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes." 

Beit  enacted,  IfC.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, with  the  approbation  of  the  jiresident  of  the 
United  States,  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  trea- 
sury notes  to  be  issued  according  to  the  provisions 
of  an  act  entitled  ".\n  act  to  authorizethe  issuing 
of  treasury  notes,"  approved  the  12th  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  in  place  of  such  noles  as  have  been  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which 
have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  and  cancelled. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  S/)ea/.cr  laid  before  the  house  a  communi- 
cation from  the  i)ostmaster  general,  transmiltine:, 
in  obedience  to  the  act  of  .luly  2.  1836,  a  statemi  lit 
of  all  land  and  water  mails  established  or  ordered 
within  the  yearpreceding  the  1st  July,  IS.'JT.  otln'r 
than  those  let  to  contract  at   the   annual   lettin 


and  other  than  the  express  mails,  which  have  been 
in  what  the  two  gentlemen  from  the  cnmmiltte  had    heretofore  reported. 

said  on  this  subject.  He  concurred  also  in  the  wish  1  The  .S'/<fnA-er  laiil  before  the  house  a  letter  froni 
that  genllemen'of  the  senate  would  turn  their  at- 1  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  statc- 
tention,  one  and  all,  to  the  subject.  It  was  one  of!  inents  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
great  importance,  and  Mr.  L.  believed  the  outlines  ;  house  on  the  19th  February. containinginCoiinalion 
of  this  bill  would  meet  the  views  of  every  consider-  as  far  as  it  is  now  practic.ible  to  furnish  the  same 
ate  gentleman  in  this  part  ofthe  country;  and  Mr.  i  as  to  the  value  of  exjiorls  from  IT.11  to  IS37;  thelthe  opinion  that  there  had  b'cn  no  "progr..«<" 
L.  entertained  the  hope  that  if  every  gentleman  ,  value  of  imports  from  1.S21  to  18S7;  the  value  of  made,  and  proposed  that  the  committee  should  re- 
wouH  turn  his  atlention  to  this  subject,  and  if  the    impoits  free   of  rliitv    and    dutiable    from    1821    lo  |  port  that  they  had  made  none. 

prop.r   iiieaMires  could   be  adopted,  these  Indians    18;J7;  and  lite  auiouut  of  duties  and  dra«  backs  from  I      .Mr.  /'y//,- said  that  the  comniiltc-  of  II  r-  wt  olc 
might   not  only  be   saved   from  ruin,  but  Mr.  L.  I  1791  to  1836.  I  on  the  state  of  the  Union  always  reported  (hat  they 


.Ml.  HViiVZ/fsfy,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  special 
Older  lor  to-day  (the  bill  to  establish  a  board  of 
claims)  be  postjioned  until  Frid.ay  next;  ami  that 
the  liou.ic  to-d;iy  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
such  private  bil'ls  as  shall  not  give  rise  lo  .lebate. 

J\lr.  Ciimbrektig  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  till'  postponement  asked  for  was  ordered 
by  a  V(ite  ol  two-thirds. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  last  diiision  of 
Mr.  Whilllesey's  motion- 
Mr.  77iom«s  suu'gested  that  the  following  resolii- 
lion, ollered  by  him  on  a  lormer  day,  be  takei,  up 
and  considered.  This  was  an  amendinenl  to  the 
20th  rule,  as  Ibllows: 

••And  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  monlli,  the 
calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and 
the  bills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall 
then  be  made  shall  be  first  considered  and  disposed 
of;  piivate  bills  from  the  senate  having  a  preference 
over  private  bills  of  the  house." 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  JMiilllcfcy  pressed 
his  motion  to  take  up  such  private  bills  (to-day)  as 
Would  iive  rise  to  no  debate. 

Some  objeclion  being  made  to  this  course  by  Mr. 
l1'(7/i«His,  of  North  Carolina,  who  was  op|osed  lo 
what  he  denomiiiated  "dumb  legislation"  upon 
private  bills. 

The  Cliair  said  that  this  wns  not  a  debaleable 
motion;  and  that  it  letpiiied  a  vole  of  two-thirds, 
inasmnch  as  it  proposed  a  suspension  ol  the  rules 
of  the  house. 

The  motion  prevailed — Ayes  lit),  i.oes  46. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  movid  that  the  house 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  up  and  con- 
sider (he  bill  to  extend  the  charier  ol  llie  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown  to  the  first  July  1812,  in  or- 
der to  close  up  ils  concerns. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Hoyl.im,  of  Vir- 
ginia, took  the  chair.     The  bill  being  rearl, 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  the  noise  in  the  house  had  hern 
such  during  the  reading  that  he  could  not  distinctly 
hear  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  asked  some 
explanations  of  certain  parts  (hereof,  which  were 
given  by  Mr.  Hunter;  and  the  result  was.  a  propo- 
sition (which  prevailed)  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting lS-l.->  instead  of  1812,  as  the  date  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  charter. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  l.ouse,  the 
amendment  adopted,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

Soveial  bills  from  the  senate  were  then  put  upon 
the  first  and  second  readings,  and  were  projierly 
referred. 

The  house  (on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey)  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  .\tlierioii  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  several  private  bills  which 
were  not  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate.  Several 
were  passi-d  over,  as  not  falling  within  this  orderof 
the  house:  and  others  were  read;  but  a  disposition 
to  debate  them  appearing. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  the  rescinding  of  the  order 
by  which  it  was  made  the  duty  of  thecominittee  to 
take  up  only  those  bills  wliicti  would  not  give  rise 
lo  debate.     Lost. 

Other  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and  the  same 
difficulty  occurrin^r, 

Mr.  Pctrihin,  at  this  point,  renewed  the  motion 
to  rise,  and  demanded  a  count.  Ayes  12,  noes  57. 
No  quorum. 

The  motion  was  then  Wilhdraivn;  and  the  list 
was  proceeded  with. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  bills  on  the  calendar, 
thus  far,  proposed  the  payment  of  interest  on  cer- 
tain claims,  which  was  objected  to  by  several  mem- 
bers; and  the  motion  to  rise  was  very  frequently 
made,  in  order  that  the  order  of  the  house  might 
be  rescinded,  in  order  to  enable  this  point  to  be  de- 
baled. 

Mr.  Fuinp.  of  Indiana,  renewed  the  motion  lo 
rise,  and  report  the  bills  to  the  house.  AyrsOI, 
noes  46.  So  the  comrnillee  decided  lo  rise, "but,  as 
there  was  no  quorum,  the  chair  decided  that  the 
bills  could  not  be  repoited.  The  question  was 
thin  put,  "Shall  the  coiniuittee  now  rlM  .="  and  de- 
cided in  the  aflirmativc — Aye?  65,  noes  28.  So  the 
committee  rose.  Mr.  Whiltle^ry  then  rose,  and 
moved  that  (he  order  of  this  morning  be  riscinded. 
The  Spcal.cr  sairl  that  the  fact  of  (he  pieseme  of  a 
quorum  miis(  he  firs(  ascertained.  Mr.  JlJams 
moved  a  call  of  the  house.  Ayes  67.  noes  73.  So 
the  motion  did  not  prevail;  and  the  Speuh-rr  then 
said  that  a  quorum  having  appeared,  the  chairman 
would  resume  the  chair:  which  being  done,  Mr. 
Eirinp  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  rei  oil  pro- 
cress,  and  ask  leave  lo  sit  again.     Mr.  H'lrwa   of 
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had  hail  umler  consideration  certain  unfinislied 
business,  belt  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon; 
but  the  committee  ol  the  wliole  house  always  re- 
ported proi^ress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Evving  tlien  prevailed:  the 
spealcer  took  the  chair,  and  leave  to  sit  again  was 
then  granted  the  committee. 

M..  Whittleseij  then  renewed  his  motion  to  re- 
scind the  order  of  this  morning,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee proceed  with  the  calendar  in  the  regular  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose  ami  asked  if  the  bills  acted 
on  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  were  not  now  be- 
fore the  house?  The  chair  responded  in  the  nega- 
tive. Mr.  Adains  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not  or- 
dered; and  the  motion  was  lost.  Mr.  Adains  then 
asked  to  have  this  motion  entered  on  the  journal, 
promising  to  renew  it  every  time  it  would  be  in  or- 
der during  the  day. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  an  adjournment,  and  Mr.  Brigs^s 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not  or- 
dered: and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  Mr. 
Whittlesey's  motion  recurring, 

Mr.  .Iihims  renewed  his  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
house,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  get  the  house  together  to  do  business. 
It  was  discreditable  to  the  house  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  keep  a  quorum  to  do  the  business  of  the 
nation.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  IVise  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Adains  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  house  was 
decided  in  the  negative— Yeas,  62,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Whittlesey's  motion  then  prevailed:  and  tht 
house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the 
first  twenty  bills  on  the  calendar,  (Mr.  Lyon  in  the 
chair.) 

Several  bills  at  the  head  of  the  calendar,  were, 
on  moticm,  laid  aside  for  the  jiresent,  without  ac- 
tion upon  thein. 

Another  bill  was  then  takctc  up  and  read.     After 
some  incidental  discussion,   the   question    was  put 
on  its  passage,  when  there  appeared  to  he    no  q 
ruin  present — .A.yes  63,  noes  24,  and  the  coinniiltee 
then  rose  and  reported  this  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  ./Idiims  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  wliich  was 
ordered:  anil  one    hundred    and    tweutv-five    inem 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  I  and  amendments  of  the  resolution,  which  might 
to  lay  before  this  house  a  statement  ol  the  amount  compel  them  and  himself  to  vote  against  a  jiroposi- 
paid 


d  ot  the  amount  of  arrears  on  account  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Seminole  war;  and  an  estimate 
of  the  sum  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  former  ap- 
propriation to  pay  such  arrears,  and  lor  carrying  on 
said  war  until  the  1st  day  of  June  next. 

Alter  several  resolutions  of  minor  importance 
had  been  otfered, 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  on 
divorcing  the  government  from  all  connexion  with 
the  ])ublic  press,  agai*  coming  np,  Mr.  Bond 
resumed  ai'd  concluded  his  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  notice  that,  if  Mr.  Hnmer 
should  not,  on  Monday  next,  offer  his  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  resumption  by  the  banks  of  spe- 
cie payments,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would. 

IVlr.  Peirikin  gave  notice  he  should  object  to  its 
reception  it  oti'ered.     [A  laugh.] 

I'lie  house  now  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey  went  into  com- 
irit*ee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Lyon  in  the  chair,)  and 
considered  a  numberof  private  bills.  Alter  which 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills,  w  hich 
had  been  con-idered,lo  the  house;  when  those  which 
had  passed  the  coininittee  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

In  regard  to  those  bills  whose  enacting  clauses 
had  been  stricken  out,  the  question  of  concurrence 
in  strikinir  them  out  having  been  statid — 

Mr.  Tiditiferru  moved  an  adjournment,  and  the 
housi-  thereupon  adjourned. 

Mondai/,.dpril  16.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  Hnmer  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  house,  to  which  no  objection  was 
mart 

Mr.  H.  then  said  that  he  had  been  r.-qiiesled  to 
state  whether  he  intended  again  to  oiler  111 
tion  presented  by  him  on  Monday  last.  In  regard 
to  that  matter  he  besged  to  advert  to  what  had  been 
thrown  out  elsewhere.  He  understood  from  the 
newspapers  that  various  o{itnions  were  entertained 
as  to  the  object  he  had  in  view.  By  some  it  was 
suggested  that  it  hart  been  ollered  as  a  sort  of  an- 
tagonist proposition  to  Mr.  Biddle's  letter,  No^v. 
it  would  be  recollected  that   Mr.    H.   presented   his 


bers  answered  to  their  names.     The  absf  ntees  hav-  j  resolution  on  Saturilay,  and  Mr.  Biddle's  letter  was 
iiig  been  called,  it  appeared  that  one    hundred  and  i  only  printed  on  the  same  day  in  Philadelphia.     He 


forty  members  were  present.    Mr.  Chap. 
that  all  further  proceedings   upon    the  call    be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  if  all  the  names  of  absentees 
(supposing  the  motion  to  sii-pend  prevails)  would 
appear  upon  the  journal? 

The  Chair  lesponded  affirmatively. 

The  motion  to  suspend  did  not  prevail.  The 
doors  were  closed,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees 
wer-'  called  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  excused  on  account  of  illness 
and  other  causes,  and  on  the  same  account  Messrs. 
Bruyn,  Biddle,  Chaneij,  (illness  at  home,)  Coffin, 
Clowney,  Davee,  Dennis,  Fletcher,  of  Vermont, 
Glascock,  Granlland,  and  Grennell,  (on  the  com- 
mittee sitting  during  the  sessions,  on  leave,)  Hnn- 
ter.  of  Ohio,  Lop;an,  Looinis,  M.  Morris,  NMe. 
(death  in  his  f.imily,)  Phillips,  (similar  reason,) 
Planter,  Robertson,  Spencer,  Sheplor,  Toucey,  (on 
the  selsct  committee,)  and  J.  L.   Williams. 

During  the  call  of  absentees,  the  name  of  Mr. 
Hawkins  being  called',  he  responded  himself  to  his 
name. 

Mr.  Dan'son  said  that  the  member  had  respon- 
ded from  the  g.dlery. 

The  Speaker  said  no  person  was  permitteil  to 
speak  in  the  :;allery;  and  ordered  tlie  clerk  to  erase 
the  name  of  Mr.  Hawkins. 

Mr.  Peirikin  moved  that  Mr.  Hubley  be  excused 
on  account  ol  being  called  to  Pennsylvania  by  the 
near  departure  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg  irom  the  coun- 
try.    [Laugh.]     Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  the  call  at  this 
point  was  suspended,  (the  whole  roll  having  been 
called,  and  the  absentees  noted,)  and  then,  on  mo- 
tion, the  house  adjourned  at  quarter  b.'fore  live 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  14.  Mr.  Evans,  of  iMaine,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  his  colleague, 
Mr.  F.  0.  J.  Smith,  from  and  after  the  1st  d.iy  of 
May  next. 

Mr.  Fdi/;/?''/'/.  of  Maine,  Mr.  Pec/,-,  of  \ew  York, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
memorials  on  the  .subject  of  the  late  duel. 

Among  the  reports  received  v\as   the   following: 

By  Mr.  Eoerett,  from  the  committee  on  Inrtian  af- 
fairs, a  bill  supplementary  to  tlie  act  entilltd  an  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers; 
approved  June  :W,  1834. 

Mr.  Evcrell,  submitted  the  following,  wliich  lies 
one  day: 


If  did  not  hear  of  it  till  Sunday  night 
it    till    Monday    morning,    and    could    necessarily, 
therefore^  have  no  knowled2:e  of  it  on  Saturday. 

Another  suggestion  had  been  thrown  out,  that 
Mr.  H.  had  ollered  it  with  reference  to  the  charter 
election  in  the  city  ol  New  York.  However  im- 
portant that  election  misht  be  in  itself,  or  however 
important  some  gentlemen  might  deem  it,  he  trust- 
ed he  had  higher  objects  in  view  than  the  New 
York  city  or  any  other  election.  He  looked  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  them  alone. 

Mr.  H's  object  wns  simply  this:  He  knew  that 
the  bank  convention  was  to  assemble  on  Wednes- 
day last,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  many 
gentlemen  who  had  gone  as  delegates  thereto  enter- 
tained an  apprehension  that  the  course  of  the 
general  government,  tlie  legislation  of  congress,  as 
well  as  the  action  of  the  treasury  department,  in 
carryimr  out  that  lenislation,  ini:;ht  be  hostile  to  the 
resumption  ot  specie  payments.  For  himself  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  would  pass  any  law,  at  the  present  session, 
without  having  special  reference  to  the  exisliii» 
condition  of  the  country,  or  that  it  would  not  so 

1  mortify  any  law  it  might  pass  as  to  throw  no  hin- 

I  dra.'ice  in  the  way  of  resumption. 

I      Neither  did  Mr.  H.  believe  tliat  the  freasiiry  do- 

I  pailment,  in  carryinn;  out  that  legislation,  did  feel 
or  would  feel  any  disposition  to  throw  any  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  Pileclin;;  that  resumption.  His 
object,  therefore,  was  to  ixive  such  as.^nrances  to 
those  banks  which  had  u'one  into  convention,  as 
might  encourage  t  em  to  go  on,  for  it  was  surely 
desired  by  every  patriotic  man  in  the  country,  of 
every  party,  that  the  banks  should  resume. 

Again:  the  house  refused  to  entertain  the  pro- 
position on  Monday;  and  when  he  was  called  upon, 
two  days  afterwards,  to  give  an  explanation,  he 
was  refiised.  and  h.'  was  not  disposed  to  put  him- 
self in  the  allilude  of  impedinc:  the  business  of  the 
house  by  moving,  day  after  day,  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

Besides;  he  found  lliat,  by  mo\ing  this  proposi- 
tion, he  placed  a  nninber  ol  his  poiiliral  friends  in 
this  embarra.ssing  condition:  that,  although  they 
did  not  disapprove  of  tlie  principle  involved  in  it, 
or  the  ob)prt  sought  to  be  attained  by  it.  slill  some 
ol' thorn   did   not   approve    of  its  phraseology,  and  | 


tion,  the  general  tenor  of  which,  in  its  present 
shape,  they  approved.  He  understood  amendments 
were  to  be  offered  on  both  sides  ol  the  house.  In 
voting  against  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  therefore, 
they  would  be  placed  in  the  embarrassing  attitude 
of  seeming  to  oppose  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  proceeding  with  an  argument  to  go  be- 
fore the  country,  and  he  would  like  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  reply. 

Mr.  flamer  observed  that  he  should  finish  what 
he  had  to  say  in  a  word  or  two. 

Mr.  Bell  then  remarked,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  risen  to  explain,  and  not  to  make  an 
argument,  he  should  be  candid  enough  to  state  to 
the  house  and  to  the  country  what  relief  he  did  pro- 
pose to  the  nation  from  its  preseiit  embarrassed 
state.  Mr.  B.  called  uiion  the  gentleman  to  be  ex- 
plicit on  this  head,  and  state  specifically  what  was 
proposed. 

Mr.  Hamer  said  that  since  he  had  offered  this  re- 
solution, for  the  purpose  of  giving  assurance  to  the 
banks  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  written  a 
letter  (which  had  been  published)  to  a  similar  ef- 
fect. The  same  assurances  had  also  been  given, 
repeatedly,  by  the  official  organ  of  the  government 
here. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  rose  to  order.  The  gen- 
tleman Irom  Ohio  had  had  leave  to  make  an  expla- 
nation of  a  matter  personal  to  liimsfU,  but  not  to  ex- 
plain and  apologise  for  the  conduct  of  all  his  poli- 
tical friends.  He  (Mr.  W.)  was  in  lavor  of  letting 
every  man  explain  for  himself. 

Mr.  Hamer  then  said  he  had  nothing  more  to  say, 
at  this  time,  than  that  there  was  now  no  necessity 
for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  he  had  proposed, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  should  not  again  ask  for  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Mene/ee  had  risen  to  make  a  single  remark, 
if  the  house  would  give  him  leave.  [Cries  of  leave! 
leavel] 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  iliene/es  moved  tosuspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  move  thai  he  be  permitted  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Chambers  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  suspending  the  rules;  which  were 
ordered.  B-ing  taken;  lliere  were  yeas  87,  nays 
71,  not  two-thirds.  So  the  house  refused  tosuspend 
the  rules. 

The  Speaker  then  called  the  states  in  order  for 
resolutions,  and  the  following  were  offered: 

When  the  state  of  Tennessee  was  called,  Mr. 
S/i/fWsof  that  state,  presented  the  followiug  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature,  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Whereas  we  have  been  an.xious  and  attlenlive  ob- 
servers of  tlie  protjress  of  events  in  Te.\as,  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  spectators  of  her  late  gallant  and 
glorious  struggle  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that  free- 
dom acliievecT  by  tho?e  near  and  dear  to  us  by  the  ties 
of  kindred  and  common  ancestry:  and  whereas  we 
we  have  feen,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of  that  republic, 
an  anxious  desire  manifested  to  become  citizens  of  these 
United  Slates:  and  whereas  we  believe  that  the  gallant 
and  chivalrous  bravery  of  Tcxans,  in  their  struggle  for 
liberty  and  free  government,  is  an  assurance,  ol  their 
worth,  and  sufficient  evidence  of  their  qualification  to 
entitle  ihcm  to  brotherhood  and  citizenship  with  us:_ 
and  rtliereas,  also,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  ot 
■Te.xas  to  these  United  States  is  a  "consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wis..ed,"  and  an  end  worthy  our  best  ex- 
ertions to  attain,  if  it  can  be  done  without  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations,  or  a  departure  from  the  pol- 
icy or  prineiiiles  ef  this  eeivernment. 

'Nov.    :,;.i;o,  ;.'^  .v-  ".""■  e.e  .'  ..■.mih,  of 

lhcsl<:fr^  -■■/••  .      I       i  -   iMOUSly 

that  'I'e,  '      ■  '      ■   : -     •  '        1  ,,   '   ;   S   ,ts:  and 

re.'olved  il.:e  tin  ;'- u.:::"!  r  .ni'l  n.;!  ■  ii;i:i.^  -  in  con- 
gress he  iiiformcJ  of  our  desire  to  acquire  ihe  terri 
tory  ofTc.xas,  and  to  annex  it  to  the  United  Sia'es,  by 
treaty  or  purchase,  and  at  such  time  as  they  may  iJeem 
nio«[  e.xpertienr. 

Rcsuhed,  That  a  oopy  of  this  preamble  and  resolu 
ii;iu  he  fnrwarded  by  the  governor  of  this  s'ate  to  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  widi  a  request 
that  they  introduce  them  to  the  consideration  of  both 
branches  of  congress. 

JOHN  COCKE, 
Speaker  of  Ihe  house  ofreprcsenlatlces. 
TERRY  H.  CAHAL, 
Speaktr  of  Ihe  senate. 
Mr.  Shields  moved  to  refer  this  resolution  and  all 
otheis  on  file  touching  the  same  subject,  to  a  select 
comniillee. 

Mr.  Branson  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Shields  asked  for  the  yeas 

and  nays,  which  were  ordered  and  taken,  as  follows: 

Y'E.U-     Ale-;-,  .Vle.xander,  H.  Al'cn,  .Tohn  W.  Al- 


therefore  they  were  coinpellePI  to  vote  against  it.  |  ip,,"  _^"|;,,  ,,  ,,,l,,\vs,  Alherton,  ."iyenL'g,  Beaity, 
Many  were  actuated  hy  another  feelinir.  They  Bpi'ni,-  );  ,  ii,'!;;:,,i  ;t!l.  Bond,  Boon,  Brodhcad,  Bron- 
feared  a  prenialure  rtisciissinn  on  Ihe  «  hole  cur- I  son,  I'.nr.  :i.  C,i!i:lee,>  iie,  W.  B.  Car'er,  Ca-ey,  Chap- 
rency  question,  which  would  inevitably  spring  lip,    man,  Clark.  Cleveland,  CMcs,  Corvvin,  Crnig,  Cush- 
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man,  Darliriinoii,  D;ivvsoii,   Deberry,    DtGr.iH',  nn.ni- 1  ami  luiw  mucli;  unci  fuiiliu-,   iliut  In- liil'uiin  iln' liuusi' 

fiole,  Dunn,  Iviwnrils,  Evurcii,  Fariinu'ion,  Fairliilil,    wlii'llu-r  sonic  of  iliu  approprialions  already  uiuJc  mav 
ry,  James  (Jarland,    (llascoik,    (^i.>di>,  Granilaml,    not,  without  nia'erinl  injury  to  ihc  counn-y,  bo  siispenJ- 
Gr'anl,  Uravcs,   llaliv.   Hall,   llalsiid,   Hanirr.  llarn-  j  od  f'lr  ilic  presrnt;  il  so,  to  dosisnate  ilicm;  also,  thai 


d  u, 


it  dui-iriK  tin-  prist  111  year,  wilIU'  sullicani  to  i 
thciii;  and,  il' not,  what  will  bu  the  dilieii,  and  in  v 
manner  it  is  proposi'd  to  lie  met. 

On  innlion  ol  Mr.  S/iieltIs, 

Kesohrd,  Thai  the  coniimliec  of  claims  be  iiisii 

od  10  iiuinire  into  the  e.vpedieiiey  of  allow  iiu;  adiliii 

to  such  troops  us  have  betn,  or  a 


son,  Hawkins,  Haviies.  Herod,  Holscv,  Holt,  Hopkins,  ;  he  inform  this  house  whether,  if  nil  ihe  appi 

Inahani,    T.  li.  Jackson,  J.  Jack.soii,  J.  Johnson,  N.    made  are  expended,  and  those  prnp,,,sed  are 

Jones,  J.    W.  Jones,  Kemlile,  KhnL'ensmith,    l.au let,  i  amount  now  in  the  tr 

Leadbct:er,   Lincoln,    Loouiis,   S.  "Mison,    M.i.vwell, 

McKav,    R.   McClellan,    McClurc,    .Merecr,  M.irsan, 

S.   W."  Morris,    Noble,  Palmer,    Parker,    Parmei'itcr, 

Pavnter.  Pearoe,  Pennybacker,  Peirikin,  Pluhis,  Pope, 

Pratt,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rives,    Shelfer,    A.   H.  Shep- 

perd,    Siiuili,   Sou  lii;ai<',    Spencer,   Siuari,   Siratmn, 

Ta\ior,    Thomas,    Tuns,    Towns,  \'anderveer,  A.  S. 

While,  J.  While.  E.   Whildesev,  L.  Williams,   J.   \V. 

William^,  J.  L.  Williams,  York'e— 107. 

N.-iVS— :\Ie..:srs.   Adams,   Bclh   Borden,   Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  li  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 

John    Campbell,  Cheatham,  Guilds,  Clownev,  Collin,    sai.l  horses,  and  » li. 
Connor,  Ciansion,  Crocket,  Curtis,  Cusliin-,  Davies,  '  did 
R.    Fletcher,    Fdlmore,  R.  Garland,  J.  Grali.iin,   Win.  !  sani 
Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Heiirv,  Hollina  i,  11.  I  so  as  to  make 
Johnson,  Iveini,  Lewis.Lvon,  Mallorv,  Alarvin,  .Martin,  \  mounted  men 
Maurv,  Mav,   A.   McC:ellan,    MeKemiaii,    .Miiliaun,  .  ihai  the  hor>e! 
Miller.M.tcii'ell,  :\I  .niu.ii.i  rv,  C.  .Morris  i\  .ves,  O.'le.  |  have  died  from  excessive  fui;;i; 
0.veos,  PaiK  I-    1.  r.  .  >.  r  ■.  s.  Reed,  Reiicher.  Rhuti,  !  diiinrv  orders  of  il 


ide.  ihe 


the  service  of  the  United  .S:aics  in  the  present  Florida 
or  Seminole  war,  and  have  lost  their  horses  and  bii^'- 
gatje  in  said  service,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  be- 
cause the  United  S:atcs  had  failecl  'o  provide  forage  for 


,  alli 


h.  v  wer. 
which  uere  1 
their  moiiihlv 
in  said  .-enn 
of  aiiv  kind  . 


di^ 


d    to  perform,  and 

uounted,  on   foo',  the 

td  of  mounted  men, 

[Util  tu  that  ol 


lid. 


,  C.  Shcpard,  I  fault  of  tliei 
■" 'd  bv; 


IS,  or  Mich  >ii 
-ualiv,  v.L: 
..fsaulolli' 


ilso,  of  providiiij 
lops  which  may 

\i<  uiinir  e.xtraor- 
..  .  v.nhoutanv 

.       ,-uerekii[. 


pa.d  lor  by 


ilhejudi, 


arv  In 


unot  be  h; 


without  pieju- 
',   which  lies 


Richardso'i,    li    ■    ,,    , ,  i;  ,  ;i-,y,   Rus 
Shields,    Sibe\,    >i   ..    .-  uJcr,    Sionc,    Taliaicrro 
Thoinps.in.  Tilli.jjiM  :,   1'  ..uid,  Turnev,  Underwood, 
Sherrod  Wiliiaiu-,  C.  11.  Wihianis,  WiJe,  Yell— 75. 

So  tlie  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

When  the  state  of  Virginia  was  called,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, in  pursnaiice  of  notice  yiven  on  Saliid.iy  last, 
oUVrcd  a  resolution,  (beinj;  the  same  as  that  pre- 
sented on  Monday  l.ist,  by  Mr.  H  .uier.) 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  in- 
teiriipt  the  presentation  of  resolutions;  but  he  should 
ca'l  up  this  proposition  for  consideration  so  soon  as 
the  call  of  the  states  had  been  finished. 

When  the  slate  cf  Massachusetts  was  called,  Mr. 
Cashing  oliered  the  lolioiving  resolution: 

Rt.<ali-eh  Tnat  the  secreiary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected  to  iilonii  this  ho. ise  whether  a  certain  letter,    

bearing   Ids  suina  lure,    and    the   date  ol    the    lS;h  ol    |i:iviii(  n'  i,|  M.  !i- ^n-  p  :!i,,i   il  i,  -   >i:i 
March,  I83i,  which  has  appeared  in  the  public  papers,    ^.veniint  ii',  .iwl  ilni;  il  :iri\  -^ui  li  mii! 
and  which  purports   to  make  known   the   purpose   oh  J;!,,,^.  j,,vht'i,i  be  forthwith  rescinded 
the   treasury  department  in  relation  to  the  receipt  and  '      Mr.  S.  IVilliams   offered   the    following,   wliic 
ai;,burseni_ntsof  the  promissory  notes  of  the  state  hanks   ijg^  over: 
by  the  federal  government,  is  authentic  or  not;  and,  if        ' 
il  be,  to  com  III  ueiie  to  the  house  a  copy  of  the  same: 
and  also  c.ipies  of  any  and  every  other  oHieial  letter  on 
the  same  subject-matter;  and  that  he  be  further  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  house  the  views  and  inte.itions  of  the 
department  in  the  premises,  and  the  measures  adopted, 
or  to  be  adop  ed,  in  e.xecution  thereof. 

Mr.  Cus/ii.'ig-  asked  for  the  consideralion  of  this 
resolution  at  the  present  time. 

Objections  b-'in.;  made — 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  lor 
the  purpose   of  coiisiderini;  the  motion;  and  asked 


and  direct 
the  United  Slates 

On  iiiolion  of  Mr.  Lendbcller, 

Uesolted,  That  the  c 
strueted  to  intpilri'  iiiiu 
hiw  for  an  iniercluin 
circuit  court  of  the  I 
of  the  said  judges  are 
pending,  or  where  tria 
dice  to  parties. 

Mr.  Bond   submitted  the   follo\vin_ 
over  one  day: 

liesolviil  hi/  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  represcntirliivs  nf 
lh>  Ciiilrl  Si.itrt  ,:f  .\mcnru  in  ronn'ress  assemUnl,  That 

ill.    ..,,1.  ,     Av,n\\  'lie    nd.i|.r,l     l.v  Ihe    ev,  nillNe   of  the 

I'm  .-.I  .-:  :i  ,~^^!i^  Il  ,1 ,.  <  I  : '  Ml  1 1  .-i  "^  t  (.e  1 1 ,:    !:  1 1  i,i  in  which 
|i:uiii.  II'  1,1    ill  !i'-  III    |i,:!i,,.    il  II  -    >i:ill  ' :iile   to  the 

the 


collected  said  judgment,  \\'lial  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  enforce  ihe  eolleeiion  of  the  same. 

liemhrd  furlhrr.  Thai  ihe  posiinustor  geneml  be  di- 
rected toiuiorm  this  house  whedier  it  is  the  practice  of 
the  dipiirimeni  to  remit  the  penalty  iiKurrc  d  by  de- 
faiiliiiL'  depiiiv  po-lmiisliM-s,  wihoul  ihe  pavmeiit  of 
he  priiieipiil  ilehi;  and  that  he  be  further  directed  to 
inlorui  this  house  »liatainount  of  moneys  has  bi'en 
paid  by  bis  department  to  the  said  Francis' P.  Blair  for 
priniinjj  ordered  by  said  deparlmenl  since  the  rendition 
of  the  judgment,  and  n  lurn  of  ihe  writ  of  e.xeculioii 
af.resiud. 

The  states  havinn;  been  gone  thrnugh  «  ilh — 
Mr.  //o/;/i-i'h.s-,  as  he  had   expressed  his  mlenlion 
to  do,  moved  to  take  up  for  consideration   the    fol- 
lowing resolution: 

'*Considering  that  the  business,  ci'mmerce.  cireuhr 
lion,  and  e.\(  hiinges  of  the  eountry  arc  in  a  deranged 
aud  embarra-ised  condition:  and  con-iidering,  also,  ihat 
a  part  of  the  banks  of  the  United  ,Stales  have  e.xnress- 
ed  a  desire  to  resume  specie  paynicnis  at  an  eaily  pe- 
riod, 

Resolved  hij  the  senafr  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  af  Amerieu  in  eonffress  assendiled,  'I'liat. 
if  the  banks,  or  a  porii.in  of  them,  do  thus  resume,  it 
will  be  the  iluty  of  the  L'cneral  government,  wiiliin  the 
limits  of  iis  constiuiiiiiml  aiiilioritv,  Ui  aid  such  hanks 
in  regaining  public  coiilidence,  and  to  sustain  them  in 
their  hiudable  ellbrts  lo  fulhl  their  obligaiions  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the  peo- 
ple a  soiniil  eirculaiing  medium. 

Mr.  Pelrihin  (as  he  promised  lo  do)  objected. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  now  consideiiug  this  resolulion 

Mr.  Clark  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  stood  as  follows: 

YHAS-Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander.  H.  Allen,  J" 
W.  Allen,  .^veriL'g,  Hell,  Ihddle  Bond,  B  irdeu,   fioiil- 

din,  Bri/g^    W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Call u,  W.  li.  (■.imp- 

1h>1I,  W.  B.  Car-er,  Cii-ey,  Chambers,  Clieiihiviii, 
Cliiids,  Clark,  Collin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Clubbing,  Dirling'on.  Diuvson,  1). ivies,  Deherrv,Uunn, 
Everett,  E>ving,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore  J.  Gai^land,  R 
Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Gram- 
land,  Gian',  (J-aves,  Grav,  (Jrenuell  Hal.v,  Hall  Hal- 
s'ed,  Harlan,  Harper,  Ihi-ti  .-s  llawe-,  11.  „rv,  Herod, 
Honiiiiin,  H.ipkin-,  Ingham,  J.  Ja.-ks  ,n.  11.  Ji.hii-.ii, 
Lawler,  Lincoln.  [/,oii,  .Mall  irv.  Marvin,  J.  M.  .Ma- 
son, S.  Mason,  Mav,  .Maxw.  II,  McKeuiian,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  .Mitcdicll,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Novi 


iillel 


igle,    Pallerson,   Pearce,   Peck,  Phelps,  Pone,   Potts, 
Prri'i,  RarMeii,  Randolph,  Reed.   R.  iiclier.  Ridgway, 


■d,  I 


Russell.  ,-;i 
uelds,  Sllilev, 


for  the   yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  anJ 
stood  as  follows:   Yeas  97,  nays  85. 

iVot  being  two-thirds,  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules,  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  .ddami  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  without  objeclion: 

Resolved,  Tliai  the  president  ol  the  United  States  be 
requesied  lo  comnmuicaie  to  this  house,  if  not  incoin- 
pauble  with  the  public  interest,  any  information  which 
he  may  have  received,  officially  or  other.vise,  relating 
to  an  aiiack  by  a  Mexican  armed  vessel  upon  the  steam- 
boat Coiunibia,  hearing  the  flag  of  die  United  Stales,  in 
theGuh'of  M-j.xiei. 

Oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  FcW, 

Resolve  I,  That  the  secretary  of  v.-ar  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  c  'j'j  -nf  ill  m  im  iiei"  to 
major  general  Gaines,  rela:iii_'  ■■  i  -  ,  ii  i  -'es 
for  .n  li:ar..-  pj-;ts  o.i  1 13  wes  e.  .1  :.  1  1  r  •;  A. ..  i:i-as 
and  Missouri;  whether  he  hasei-iiiJ  up 
ed  him,  and  when  probably  a  repor 


Resolval,  That  the  committee  of  way^  and  means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill   making  it  unlawful  for  the  i 
secretary  of  the    treasury,  or  any  other  ollicer  of  this  I 
government,  to  continue  in  force  or  make  any  L'eiieral ' 
or  special  order  making  a  disiinclion  or  discriiniii.iiiiMi 
in  the  medium  or  kind  of  curreiiey  in  which  t 
ent  branches  of  the  revenue  (either  from  the  >ali 
the  public  lands  or  from  any  odier  source)  of  the  f 
ed  Slates  shall  be  collected.  ,,  ^^^^ 

Mr.  Soalhi;alc  oll'eicd  the  following,   which  lies!  f^  jj 
over  one  day:  1      N,\.YS— .Messrs.   Anilerson,   Andrews,    Atherton, 

Rewlt'cii,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv  trans-  JJcauy,  IVirne,  Blekncll,  Birdsall,  Bion,  Brodhrad, 
mit  to  congress  ihe  names  of  all  receivers,  Cjllectors.  Caiiiiireleng,  J.  Campbell.  Chapman.  Clevclsfid.  Clow- 
and  disbursei-s  of  the  public  money  tn  ofTicc  on  the  1st    n,,y^  ColeSj  Connor,  Craig.  Crarv,  Cu.sliman,   DeGr.ilf 


II.  Shepperd,  C.  Shcj)- 
laile,  Siiiilh,  Snyder,  Somhgale, 
t^  :tnl\-,  .-'tuari.  Moiie,  Siralton,  Talialerro.  Thompson, 
Tillinghasi,  Tulaiid,  Underwood,  A.  S.  Whi'c,  J. 
White.  B.  Whittlesey,  I,.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
"    ■•    Williauis,  Wise,  Yorke— llfi. 


of  January,  1833,  who  were  in  default  to  this  govern- 
ment at  tlia'  period,  designating  the  amount  of  each 
respective  liahili'y. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved.  That  the  commiiiee  on  naval  alfairs  be  in- 
strucied  til  iniiuire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
law  e=lablisliiiig  the  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

Resolved  further.  That  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  e.xuediency  of  fi.xing  by  law  the  number  of  vessels; 
and  also  of  ollicers,  petty  otHccrs,  and  seamen,  to  be 
employed  in  time  of  peace. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  eommiltee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instnicied  to  imiuire  into  the  expediency  of  indemnify- 
ing the  settlers  in  that  section  ol  ilie  conn'ry  commonly 
calletl  the  Sirip,  (embracing  that  part  ol  the  state  of 
Tennessee  south  of  Winchester  line,)  for  the  injury  ro 


nay  be 


ceived  bv  a  disregard  (on  the  part  of  the  g.jvcr, 
-  I   ..        ■,■  1     ■   I       ,-    ■    ,■       ,■     -    .  ,  ,      I  of  the  ir'ca'yof  I8I8,  in  disposing  of  the  fands  in  said 

pected  trom  him;  tind  such  other  inlonnatton  as  may    ^  ^jl'^fj,;/,,  i^Vnefu  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  con 
be  m  the  po.ver  ol   the  departmcnl  lo  CJiiiiuunica'e  I  ;|.'^|.V.'.''|,     ./_..,:;.,,,„,,,■  „.,:,i  ,,„„,,, 
touching  the  coinmencemjnc  and  progress  of  the  di 


trarv  to  the  provisions  of  said  treaty 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos  L.  IVilliims, 
Resolved,  Tliat   the  committee  on   Indian  afTiirs  i:i- 
quirc  into  the  propriety  of  reporring  a  bill  providing  the 

rate  of  compensation  due  to  such  v,'arriorsol  the  Cliero-        i-ji.    ■  ■"■•  '""•>•"    •■-••■■-  """■'   •-■'"tiV'""j" 

...  -..  Uee  tribe  of^  Indians  as  were  wounded  in  the  service  of]  bid  upon  the  table;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Wise  d. 

navy,  so  dial  an  equal  number  may  he     1^^  j,^^.|^^  J  .Sta'es,  pursuant  10  the   14th  article  of  the  :  mai.ded  Ihe  ve.-is  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 

ch  congressional  disirict  in  the  Lmted  [  ^^^.^^^  between  the   United  S'aes  and  said  tribe,  con-        j(r.  Il'isc'then  called   foi  the  reading  of  the  me 

I  eluded  2:):h   Uecciiiber,  lS3a,  and  r.atificd  aaj  May,    ,n„rj,-il.  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 


'fence  of  the  wes  ern  froiiiier. 

On  motion  cf  .Mr.  Snyder, 

KesulveJ,  That  the  coinmittee  on  naval  alTairs  he  iii- 
str,ic;cd  to  provide,  by  law,  for  the  appointment  of  mid 
sbipmen  in  the 
chosen  from  eac 
States 


DroiiiL' 'Ole,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farriiigton,  Fairtield, 
Frv,  Glascock,  Griflin.  Hammond.  Hauler.  Hawkins, 
Hiivnes,  Holscv,  Holt.  Howird,  W.  II.  Hunter,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  T.  IV  J  .  '.1.  >.  .t  J  1'  ,  ■  1.  V  J  1 1,-,  J.  W. 
.lones,  Keini.  Id    11"  .  K     '   ■  ii.  I,'  •■  ^. -er.  Lew- 

is.  L'lgan,  1. -,  M  111  1.    M    I-.  n.  1;    M -I'lellaii,  A. 

MeClellan,  Alit  In.  Mi'ii,    MiM'.i IV,  MiioreS. 

W.  Morris,  Miirniv,  K-ilile,  O.veiis,  Palmer.  Parker, 
Paynter.  Pennvhaeki'r,  Peirikin, Pickens,  Rheti.  Rich- 
ardson, Rives.  Shellir,  Tavlor,  Thomas,  Titii.s.  Towii.s, 
Turnev,  Vand.-rvecr,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams,'J.  L.  Williiims,  Worthington,  Yell— 83. 

So.  there  not  being  two-thirds,  Ihe  rules  were 
not  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Mr. 
Hopkin.s's  resolution. 

Petitions  and  inemoritils  on  various  subjects  were 
.!i'j)  presented,  when  Virginia  was  called,  Mr.  (I'l'sc  of- 
fered the  following:" 

"Resolved,  That  the  conimiiiee  l^ir  the  District  of 
Columbia  inquire  in  the  propriety  of  receding,  under 
proper  restrictions  and  reservations,  with  the  con.senl  of 
the  iie.iiile  of  this  District,  and  of  the  slates  of  •■Mary- 
ianil  and  Virginia,  the  said  Dis'rict  to  ihc  said  states." 

iVIr.    Pratt  moved    that  the  above  resolution  be 


Mr.  Rice  Garland  off.'red  the  following  resolution, '  ™.^ 


which  lies  over  one  day 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  ihe   treas'iry  be  di-       Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  he  directed  to    j|.  rp,roceded. 


Mr.   Il'i.<e  stated  Ihat  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
I  had  di'clared   itself  willing  to  receive   the   District 


reeled  to  inform   ihis   house,  as  soon  as  practicable,    inform  this  hi  .. 

whether,  in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  coun- 1  rendered  in  favor  of  ihe  post  office  department  1 

try  and  of  the  treasurv,  it  will   nol  be  mist  judicious  '  Samuel  B.  Crockett  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  in  the  lede 


■  whether  he  has  collected  a  jud; 
if  ihe  post  office  department  a^ 
..,.1  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  in  ihe  federal 
and  proper  to  make  siich  appropriat'ons  as'wiU  pre- 1  court  of  Kentucky,  and  reported  by  him  to  this  li.iuse 
serve  the  public  works  from  injury  and  dilapidation  |  the  3J  of  March,  1837,  of  balances  due  to  the  oepari- 
alone;  and  if  such  a  course  will  not  be  judicious  and  rncnt  prior  10  1st  of  July,  I83fl,  in  the  tollowm:;  wor.ls 
proper,  he  then  inform  the  house  whether  some  or  all  "Suit  ordered,  and  judgine'ii  obtained.  May,  18-1,  tor 
the  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  H33,  already  151,827  01;  crediwd  by  S431  37;  penalty  remitu.'d  hy 
submitted,  for  fortifications,  the  improvemeni  of  bar-  pistmaster  general,  leaving  balance  as  stated;  applica 
bors  and  rivers,  the  estabiishineni  of  light-houses,  be.i- ,  lion  for  relief  refused  by  the  departtneii';  Dc'^'^"iber 
cons,  and  buoys,  the  construction  of  roads,  ihe  service  20,  18-25  fi  fa,  issued,  :  nd  returned  March,  1'8'-  >,  no 
of  ihe  Indian  department,  and  for  all  other  purposes,  estate  fiund;  information  was  sought  bv  ibc  ''cpa.n- 
cannol  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  pubUc  service;    ment  relative  to  the  parties    November  30,  l8.i.)j  re  er- 

and  if  such  reduction  can  be  made,  that  he  designate    red  to  the  district  a'tornev   December  30    l«a;  also,  ,„„,;„„  „f  .1,,.  eonntrv 

what  proposed  appropriations  may  properly  be  reduced,,  wrote  to  him  February  13,  1837.-'    And  if  he  has  not  I  to  that  section  ol  tlit  country. 


Mr.  Ti/v/or inquired  if  tlieDisfiict  committee  had 
nol  been  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  Ihis  memorial.' 

Mr.  If'ijf  said,  that  coinmiflep  had  reported  ad- 
versely to  the  desire  of  the  memorialists. 

Th.>  question  on  laying  the  re.solntion  on  the  fa- 
ble was  ordered  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas 
89,  navs  73. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  that,  if  this  proposition 
were  still  to  be  refused,  he  would  go  with  the  west, 
to  remove  the  seat  of  government  from  this  place 
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Petitions  I'roiii  Maryland  were  called  and  pre- 
sented; at  this  point,  Mr.  Alherton,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
Saturday  last,  srantino;  leave  of  absence  to  Mr. 
Smith  after  Ihe  1st  of  May  next. 

The  motion  was  entered,  and  the  call  for  peti- 
tions proceeded  in  regular  order. 

All  the  states  having  been  called, 

The  house  then  took  up  several  senate  bills, 
which  were  read  twice,  and  referred. 

At  4  o'clock  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

raesdaij  Apnl  17.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Sontli  Ca- 
rolina, stated  that  he  had  on  yesterday  voted  fiom 
misapprehension  against  granting  leave  to  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, of  Virginia,  to  olfer  a  resolution  on  the  snbjeel 
of  atlbrding  the  snp))ort  of  the  government  to  the 
banks  in  resuming  specie  payments,  and,  if  in  order, 
would  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  motion;  not 
that  he  suspected  Ihe  administration  of  any  hoslility 
to  the  banks,  or  any  wish  to  impede  them  in  bringing 
back  the  country  to  a  sound  and  heallhlul  currency; 
but  as  the  subject  was  coiifesseilly  one  of  great  im- 
portance, he  did  not  desire  to  be  misunderstood  in  re- 
lation to  it. 

The  Chair  said  that  the  motion  was  in  order,  and 
would  be  entered  on  the  journal,  to  be  considered 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  a  select  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  encou- 
raging a  system  of  meteorological  observations 
throughout  the  United  Slates,  was  directed  to  ask  the 
use  of  the  hall,  previously  to  the  sitting  of  the  house, 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  to  alibrd  to 
professoi'Espey  an  opportunity  to  deliver  two  Ice 
tures  ou  that  subject. 

Oiijection  being  made  to  receiving  the  motion, 

The  Chair  reminded  Mr.  Adams  that  when  se 
lect  committees  should  be  called,  the  motion  woulil 
be  in  order. 

K^purts  of  committees  wore  then  called,  when 
the  following,  among  other  reports,  were  received 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  senate  bill  providing  lor 
the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  same  committee,  reportei'. 
against  senate  bill  for  giving  ellect  to  the  8th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  ISlt)  with  Spain. 

Mr.  Yell,  from  the  committee  on  militaiy  affairs, 
reported  a  bill  for  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  fronti'*r. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
senate  bill  to  remunerate  the  captors  of  the  privateer 
Lydia,  withoul  amendment. 

Mr.  Howaril,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  against  Ihe  petition  of  Samuel  Golds- 
bury  lor  properly  captured  and  condemned  under  the 
Neaiiolitan  government  in  1307. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  from  the  same  commitlee,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  northeastern 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  acconling  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 

Mr.  S/Wcj,  from  the  committee  on  revolnlionary 
pensions,  reported  against  the  petitions  of  sundry 
officers  and  soldiers,  h-c.  of  Ihe  revolutionary  war, 
praying  that  all  pensioners  who  were  struck  Ironi 
the'peusiou  roll  under  ihe  law  of  1820  may  be  re- 
stored to  their  pension. 

Mr.  Fli'tcher,  from  Ihe  committee  ou  patents,  re- 
ported "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  Ihe 
encouragemeul  of  the  useful  arts,"  accompanied  by 
a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  .select 
committee,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  bounty  in  hind 
to  such  soldiers  of  the  ohl  fouith  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry  as  served  during  any  part  of  the  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  commitlee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, rejiorted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Rcxihvd,  That  this  house  will  proceed  on  Friday 
ne.tt,  after  12  o'clock,  lo  consider  the  bills  which  have 
been  reported  by  ihe  committee  on  invalid  pensions, 
and  those  thai  may  be  reported  before  that  lime. 

Mr.  Fletcher  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commiltee  on 
the  library: 

Resolved,  the  senate  concurring  herein.  That  the  com- 
missioner of  patents  have  the  privilege  of  taking  books 
from  the  library  of  congress,  f  >r  ihe  use  of  his  depart- 
ment, under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  pre- 
scribed to  members  of  congress. 

Sidee.t  committees  bung  called  on  for  reports, 

Mr.  Adams  again  presented  the  request  of  profes- 
sor Espey  lor  the  use  of  the  hall. 

The  request  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Whiltlesey, 
Connor  and  Tillinghast,  and  opposed  by  Mi.-srs. 
Pickens  and  Petrikin,  Ihe  latttr  of  whom  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  but  the  house  refuseil  to 
order  Iheni:  and  the  discussion  was  brielly  en. led  by 
Mr.  McKennan's  demanding  the  previous  question, 
whun  ths  que.ition  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  a9. 


Mr.  Lincoln  from  the  committee  on  Ihe  public 
buildings,  and  by  direction  of  that  committee,  mov- 
ed that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  take  up  the  bill  providing 
lor  taking  down  Ihe  malerials  of  the  new  treasury 
building,  and  applying  them  in  the  erection  of  a 
post  olfice.  He  stated  the  urgency  of  the  case,  one 
liunilred  and  lifty  mechanics  having  their  employ 
suspended,  and  it  being  of  importance,  on  all  ac- 
counts, liiat  the  question  be  settled  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  Rencher,  of  North  C.irolina,  objected;  but, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  IVhittlesey,  consented  to 
waive  his  objection.  Mr.  iJoo7i  renewed  it;  where- 
upon, the  qiieslion  being  put,  the  house,  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds,  (required  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness,) assented  to  the  motion,  and  went  accordingly 
into  coinmitttee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Pope  in  the 
chair)  on  that  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read. 

Ml'.  TJncoln  went  into  an  expose  of  the  grounds 
of  the  bill,  giving  a  complete  history  of  the  present 
building,  from  its  inception,  exonerating  the  late 
and  present  administration  from  all  blame  as  to  its 
Ijcalion,  size,  or  delects,  and  explaining  tile  course 
of  Ihe  present  architect,  and  of  the  committee,  in 
relation  to  the  whole  subject. 

It  is  impossible,  at  present,  to  present  even  a 
sketch  of  the  debate,  which  occupied  the  house 
during  the  resiilue  of  the  sifting,  and  terminated, 
for  this  day,  without  the  house  having  arrived  at 
any  decision  respecting  the  bill. 

When  Mr.  Lincoln  hail  concluded,  Mr.  Cambre- 
Icng,  objecting  to  the  probable  extent  of  the  discus- 
sion while  appropriation  bills  were  delayed,  moved 
that  Ihe  commiltee  rise. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  opposed  the  molion,  and  took 
occasion  from  the  bill  to  go  into  a  general  attack 
upon  the  extravagance  of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Pickens  made  a  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  in  wliich  he  spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Mills,  and 
his  reputation  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  had 
erected  a  number  of  buildings.  Mr.  Mercer  follow- 
ed, in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  lo  Messrs 
Thompson  and  Pickens.  Mr.  Boon  replied  to  Mr. 
I'liompson's  attack,  and  vindicated  the  administra- 
tion's economy.  Mr.  Rencher  earnestly  op[)Osed 
the  bill,  and  remonstrated  against  relying  ou  the 
opinions  of  interested  archilecis  from  abroad,  &c. 
Mr.  IF;7/iV(ms,cf  North  Carolina,  replied  to  hiscol- 
leaine,  and  defended  the  bill,  insistinif  on  the  abil- 
ity and  disinterestedness  of  those  who  had  con- 
demned the  present  building,  which  he  proposed  to 
replace  by  a  plain,  economical  structure.  Mr.  Yell 
spoke  warmly  against  the  bill,  inveighing  against 
the  exiravagance  of  the  good-society  party,  an. I 
landing  the  economy  of  the  soup  aiid-bread  jiaity, 
who,  he  prophesied,  would  erect  a  greater  ohstrnc- 
tion  to  the  ]irospect  of  the  president's  house  from 
the  other  end  of  Ihe  capital  than  would  be  inter- 
))osed  by  Ih.is  treasury  building.  Mr.  Everett  went 
info  a  calciilrition  to  show  the  vast  expense  lo  which 
a  completion  of  the  present  buildin.;  would  pledge 
the  house,  anil  Ihe  economy  of  arresting  the  plan, 
and  pulling  down  the  present  defective  edifice. 
.Mr.  Taliaferro  inquired  why  the  present  malerials 
could  not  bf  nsid  in  erecting  a  new  treasury  build- 
ing, lather  than  be  transported  to  a  distance  to  build 
a  post  otiicL?  Mr.  Lincoln  explained;  and  some 
conversalion  ensued  between  those  gentlemen  ami 
Mr.  M.-;rcer  on  the  relative  merits  of  sand  stone  and 
granite,  when, 

Mr.  Noylor,  haviiij  obtained  the  door,  moved  for 
the  raising  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly, and  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  18.  Mr.  Peck  asked  leave  lo 
present  a  memorial  relative  lo  the  late  duel  between 
members  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  objected  to  its  recep 
lion  at  this  time;  and  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  jV«!//or  asked  leave  to  oiler  a  resolution  (here- 
tofore presented,  but  objected  to)  making  certain 
inquiries  relative  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Ingham  made  objection. 

Mr.  Nnylor  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  lo 
enable  him  to  oiler  it;  which  molion  was  lost. 

Mr.  CorieiH,  from  the  commiltee  on  Ihe  judiciary, 
reported,  with  an  amen. Iineni,  senate  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  board  vessels  impelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

Mr.  Stanley,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  D. 
Townes. 

Mr.  Jo'inslon,  of  Va.,  from  the  committee  on  re- 
volntionnrv  pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Win.  Neves:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
lable. 

Mr.  ]Villiams,  ofKy.,  asked  leave  loofTerthe  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  read: 


Whereas,  it  was  some  years  since  declared  to  the 
people  .jf  ihc  Uiii'ed  Sales,  by  the  illustrious  Andrew 
Jackson,  i!i:ii  r.  t.mi I  h  :..  ii.');i;i  111  in  their  govern- 
ment an  i  ::  ^  :ir\:  and  where- 
as, the  .1'  ,  III,  in  relation  to 
the  pr.^iiii-.  .1  :.  1 11'.  1.  im:  ■i.iii'.  Ill  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  governnieut,  was  not  carried  out  by  his 
friends  in  congress:  and  whereas,  instead  of  lessening 
the  expenditures  of  the  government,  that  they  have  been 
Ir,r  '  I  .■  riMi!  itiorinously  increased:  and  whereas,  it  is 
\r  ■■u\  Hi.;.  I,  :.i  111  to  ihe  people  of  the  United  Slates  that 
i!i  I  '  I'  :it  should  be  usefully  admimsfered  upon 
:i-  .  !  ij.  :i  -r.ilr  Or  price  as  is  consistent  with  the  public 
i^ood: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  nine 
members  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  and 
report  lo  this  house,  what  salaries  of  ihe  officers  of  this 
government  may  be  reduced,  what  officers  may  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  what  items  of  expenditures  in  the 
various  offices  or  departments  of  this  government  can 
be  entirely  or  in  part  dispensed  with;  and,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  enabling  the  committee  to  make  a  correct  re- 
port whether  or  not  the  expenses  of  the  dilTerent  e-xecu- 
live  departments  of  this  government  have  increased 
within  the  last  ten  years,  and  what  salaries  may  be  re- 
duced, what  officers  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  what 
items  of  expenditure  may  be  lessened: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  trea- 
sury, war,  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general  be,  and 
they  are  re=pec[i\'cly,  required  to  rtp.iri  and  communi- 
cate to  this  house,  as  soon  as  prn 'iHHi;!.  .  ■.  ii.ii  were  the 
expenses  of  their  respective  .[<  ;■  '  .  including 
everv  item  of  expenditure  in  ihi  '  ...  .e  in^  on 

the  4th  day  of  March,  18-23,  and  Lii.liuy  u,i  ili,_'  Sd'day 
of  March,  1829,  and  so  on  for  each  successive  year, 
up  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1833,  placing  each  item  of 
expenditure  under  its  prop'.-r  head. 

Objection  being  made  from  several  quarters, 

Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKay  requested  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  preamble,  and  tlien  he  would  vole  tor  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  M'illiams  replied  that  he  could,  on  no  account, 
consent  to  do  that.   Mr.  Camire/eiig  wished  to  know 
if  the  house  w.is  again  di-.posed  to  set  aside  all  the 
public  business  of  the  nation,  as  it  did  yesterday,  to 
consider  this  proposition       iMr.  McKay  inquired  of 
tlie  chair  if  Ihe  question  could  not  be  taken  on  the 
preaii.ble  and  resolutions  separately?     The  C/iirtr  re- 
plied that  Ihe  question  was  not  divisible,  for  a  pro-  i 
position  could  not    be  divided  till    it  was   before  the  . 
house.     Mr.  McKay  reiterate.l   that   he   would   wil-  i 
lingly  vote  to  suspend  lor  Ihe  resolutions,  but  not  for  j 
the  preainbie.     Mr.  TillinghaU  solicited  the  geiille- 
man  to  withdraw  one  single  word  of  the   preamble. 
Mr.  Williams.     Not  one  word,  nor  one  letter. 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules — yeas  92,  I 
nays  S7. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morniuE;hour  was  - 
the  resolution  submitted  some  time  since  by  Mr.  , 
Hopkins,  oi  Virginia,  fo  divorce  the  public  press  -! 
from  the  patronage  of  the  iroveriiment.  . 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  lo  add  the  following  to  the  i 
resolution:  1 

And  that  the  said  commitlee  be  also  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  individual  elected  printer  by  this 
house,  at  the  exira  session,  does  now  execu'e,  anil  has,, 
in  fa.:l,  sn-.'  hi-  .  ''  >"i":i, .  ■.-■.■  r<  I  il  '■  ]■  ihi!''  printin" 
at  his  ..-,. ,,  '      :■■     :    I  .  ,i',    ..I  ■!  I.  .     ,'..         i;  |ies,  and 

hands  ein|  i'"'i  .1  I.I   III,    ..■..  i|  ..llin',    mi. I      'i:.!'.'!    10  his; 

irame.liiii.-  ..i^i.  ^  -,  .lir.  .  :i  ,  i -,  i.n.l  .■--'I'r-I:  ..r  whether.! 
die  public  priniiug  has  uu;,  since  the  period  of  said 
cieciion,  been  executed,  and  whether  it  is  not  now  exe^ ; 
cuted,  at  the  office  of  the  p.^Ii'ieal  journal  other  than, 

lions  all'!  'i      .'  I'l   .1         ..'      ■  .        .    : 


to  I 


nil  Ihe 


direc-i 
•I.  to  ini 
mis,  con-l 
has  been 
uppointedi 
le.  And' 
her,  priori 
I  election" 
iiieni,  ori 


and  required  by  ihis  h.>use  to  peif  u-m  ih 
ihat  ih.^  snif!  .■.miiuiliee  inquire  liirdier, 
'..  tl.  liii.,!  'iiilKii,  a.id  before  th.'  .■!-.  '. 
I    I      1  i      I   .  ..■  was  notsome  n.i ■       ■. 

I  ',  express  or  iniii.i    '.  .  -    .   --. 

I  I  I.  .  '  I  ,  :!■.■  event  of  the  cl.  .■  liiii  "I  ;iu  individual'. 
]|..wh.iMr.  lii.  .•■■:i  iii'iiient,  die  public  priming  should 
beex.  .I'll  I'  I  "  il!i'.'  of  anoliicr  political  journalj;' 
^^h.l^.■'  .      '  ihe  same  time,  also  candidateaj 

I  that  ihe  committee  report  tqi 
nature  and  the  terms  of  any 


this  h. 
such  1 


1,  or  understanding. 

An.l  lii.i  '  '  :  I  .  e  he  also  instructed  to  ascer-' 
lain  and  sia  1 .  hi:  ■  ;  ii  and  specilic  heads,  the 
various  expen.li..  mit  of  the  action  of  the 

special  eoinnii:!..  -i  ii:  :.  i,  ,  appointo<!  ou  the  3d 
i'li"  I'l' .lii"ii:M' ,  I-:':,  ..,.,1  J, I  like  manner  the  various 
.    I       I  oiii  of  the  action  of  the  select 

.  I  .,  appointed  on  the  17ih  day  of  i 

.1.11 1 1.  Ill  \.  I  *-;^ ;  i.i;  I  :,l~'i  the  various  expenditures  grovi'- 
iiii,'  out  ..I  the  ai'iLin  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
on  the  memorial  of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  and  William  L. 
Brent,  pre.senied  lo  this  house  on  the  30th  day  of  .lanii- 
aiv,  1837;  and  also  ihe  expenditure  incurred  under  the 
iii'ders  of  this  house  of  the  15:h  and  18ih  September 
last,  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  house,  with  Jeflerson's  manual  of  praetice. 
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I\lr.  Wise  saiil  lie  slioiiiU  vote  lor  lliis  aijieudiiieiit, 
for  tlie  reason  thai  tlu-  biire  presentatioii  of  it  show- 
ed the  necessity  of  Mr.  Hopkins's  re>olntioii  hciiin 
adopted.  He  suss<^sted  another  point  of  inquiry  to 
Mr.  Dromgoole,  viz.  Iiow  imicli  piihlic  palrona;;!' 
nad  been  ilistribnled  dining  the  last  two  years,  and 
how  much  of  that  public  patroiui^e  liad  gone  into 
the  pockets  of  the  editors  of  the  otiicial  orj;,in. 

In  reference  to  the  alleged  barj;aiii  between  th'' 
Madisonian  and  Intellifreneer  olliees,  Mr  W.  disa- 
vowed any  privily,  Ihongh  lie  had  [io  duiilil  the  par- 
ties on  the  other  side  (the  Globe)  would  have  made 
a  similar  bargain,  iftueli  existed,  if  they  could  have 
(tone  so. 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sl.ites,  by  the  hands  of  his  pri 
vale  secretary,  .\.  Van  Buren,  esq.  traii'^iniltiiig  a 
large  mass  of'  documents  and  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  the  delay  in  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition. 

Mr.  Ingham,  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  commit- 
tee on  n.ival  atliiii-s.  He  would  not  move  their  print- 
ing at  present,  for  the  documents  were  very  volumi- 
nous, and  the  committee  would  report  at  an  early 
(lay  what  ouglit  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Xnylor  moved 
th?  printing  of  the  whole.  Mr.  M'lson  of  Ohio  un- 
derstood that  a  vast  amount  of  the  correspondence 
had  b  'en  already  |uinted.  Mr.  Ingham  confirmed 
that  statement,  and  added  that  a  gnat  number  of  the 
other  documents  had  also  been  printed.  Mr.  Millonj 
assented  to  Mr.  Ingham's  motion.  Mr.  Nmjlor 
modified  his  motion,  iiy  excepting  what  had  been 
already  printed.  Mr.  Il'isc  was  at  a  loss  to  see  the 
necessity  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  cominiltee 
on  naval  aH'airs,  for  the  time  had  gone  by  when  the 
inlorinatiou  weuld  be  of  service.  It  was  locking  the 
stable  door  alter  the  horse  was  stoL'n.  Tne  motion 
of  Mr.  y.njijr  to  print   was  rejected. 

Mr.  IVue  then  moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to 
inquire  into,  and  report  the  causes,  of  the  failure  ol 
Ihe  exiilorii.g  expedition.  Mr.  Ingham  accepted  this 
nmeiidiienl;  and,  so  modified,  his  motion  to  coiuiuil 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Speiilcer  laid  before  the  house  a  couiinunica- 
tioii  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
certain  custoui-lioiise  returns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ciishmnn,  l,.id  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  coieinunication  liom  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral containing  statements  of  the  postages  received 
on  paid  and  unpaid  letters  sent  by  express  mail,  from 
and  to  t!ie  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelpiiia,  New 
Orleans,  and  Mobile. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JuliiiiDU,  of  L:i.  I.iid  on  the 
(able. 

The  business  then  in  ord.;r  was  "Ihe  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cnmber- 
laud  road  in  the  stales  of  Oiiio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois." 

Thequ-stion  wa.s  on  concurring  with  Ihe  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  tlie  aniendinent  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  guard  fences  east  of  the  Oliio,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  Laurel  Hill  descent,  and 
that  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Uiii!en\ooJ  to 
■^commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  with  in*trnclion3  to  report  in  lieu  thereof  a 
bill  to  cede  said  road  to  the  states  respectively, 
tlirough  which  it  passes. 

Mr  Uiviencood  expressed  a  wish  to  postpone  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  of  getting  a  response  to  a  call  for 
cerlain  infirnnlion  respecting  it.  Mr.  Mason  of 
Ohio  waruily  opju^sed  tl:.;  snggeslion  as  ail  indirect 
mode  of  kiliiu;;  t!ie  bill.  Therj  coiil.l  b-i  noiliing 
wanting  in  the  way  of  information.  Mr.  Undei  ■ 
loaoii  wanted  some  infornKiiion  as  to  Ihe  cost  per 
mile  lip  to  this  tim?.  Mr.  Mason  informed  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  wie.dil  jindlh.it  inlbrmalion  in  a  docu- 
ment printed  at  the  fiist  .session  of  the  la:?!  congress. 
Mr.  floort  al.-io  insisted  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  bill  lor  firtber  iiiforinaliou  was  only  another 
mode  of  killing  the  bill,  a:id  w  ilh  a  view  fo  test  the 
sense  of  tho  llousJ,  ho  dem.ind ed  lli-'  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  taking  the  second,  by  tellers,  there  was  a  tie, 
ayes  64,  no^-s  64,  but  the  speaker  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative, if  prevailed— ayes  65,  noes  Gl,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Moidi:omery  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
tl.ereon;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  iri.-ie  moved  a 
call  of  the  lious-.  Mr.  Ilri^gs  remarked  Ihat  the 
motion  was  not  In  or  ler  at  that  stage,  and  the  Chair 
so  ruled.  The  qiiesHon  was  then  taken:  but,  before 
the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  £/Morc  appeared  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave 
to  record  his  vote,  stating  that  he  was  in  attendance 
on  a  select  committee,  by  leave  of  the  house,  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  Objection  being  made,  Mr. 
E,  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule;  which  wa? 
agreed  to — 113  to  43.  Mr.  £/mor«'sname  was  then 
called;  and  that  gentleman  having  responded,  Mr. 
Ac// rose  and  inquired  if  Ihe  gentleman  s  vote  varied 
the  vote  of  the  house?    The  Chair  could  not  answer 


Ihe  question,  as  the  vote  liad  been  cast  up.  Mr. 
Jifll  protested  against '.his  practice  of  allowing  gen- 
tl.Miien  to  vote  by  a  mere  suspension  of  the'rnl.'S, 
instead  of  by  unaniiiions  consent — a  practice  which 
had  grown  up  within  the  last  two  oi  three  yeai.i, 
and  was  not  known  previously  in  the  ten  years  of 
vvhicli  he  had  been  a  menibei.  He  raised  the  iioint 
as  one  6f  order.  The  Chair  decidid  the  practice  to 
be  in  ordei.  Mr.  ISetUook  an  appeal,  and  the  house 
alfirmeil  the  decision  of  the  chair, — ayes  97.  noes 
i5G.  Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  a  reconsideration  ol 
the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  suspended  the  ride 
fo  allow  Mr.  Elmore,  Io  vole;  but  the  motion  was 
rejected— .ayes  74,  noes  Si).  The  vole  on  Ihe  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  was  then  announced  as  lol- 
iows— yeas  96,  nays 'J9.  So  the  bill  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Kicretl  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote.  air.  llriggi  movid  a  call  of  the  house. 
Mr.  Dromgonle  inquired  if  a  motion  to  lay  Ihe  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  t.ible  wculd  be  in  order; 
The  C/(rii>  replied  thai  it  would,  but  not  pending 
the  motion  lor  a  call  of  the  house  The  call  was 
then  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some  lime;  and 
■2n;j  m  inbers  having  answir.d  to  their  names,  Mr. 
Pelrilcen  moved  thai  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
call  be  dispensed  with;  which  was  agreed  Io — ayes 
iK.  noes  71.  Mr.  Dromgoole  then  moved  Io  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.  Mr.  Ilri:rgs  cal- 
led for  the  yeas  and  nay.^  which  were  ordi  red,  and 
were — yeas  Sj,  nays  \'\-2.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and  Ihe  ques- 
tion recurring  upon  reconsidering  the  vole  by  w  hich 
Ihe  bill  was  rejected,  Mr.  Readier  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  1111,  nays  87.  So  the  house  determined  to 
reconsider  the  vote.  Mr.  McKennan  then  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  fngrossmeni  of  tlie 
bill,  but  the  house  refused  to  second  it— yeas  711, 
iiavs79.  Mr.  Haynes  brielly  opposed  the  bill.  The 
drhalewasfnrtherconlinued  by  Messrs.  C.  //.  Wil- 
liiniM,  of  Tennessee,  and  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  in 
opposition  to  the  hill,  and  by  Mr.  Sovthgale,  in  its 
support.  Mr.  f7«(/erK'oc<Z  then  renewed  his  motion 
to  recommit  Ihe  bill  fo  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  with  instructions  to  report  a  hill  surrender- 
ing the  road  to  the  respective  states  througli  which 
it  passed;  and,  having  spoke  a  short  time  in  sup- 
port of  hi.s  motion,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

On  his  motion. 

The  house  adjourned. 

THDRSD.W'S  PROCEEDINGS. 

In  senate,  Jpnl  19.  The  Vice  PrCiidenl  present- 
ed a  conununicalion  lioin  the  secretary  ol  Ihe  trea- 
sury, in  pursuance  ol  a  senate  resoluliun  of  tl.o  Sth 
instant  with  copies  of  three  rejorls  Iroiu  the  presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
made  at  the  commencement  of  the  months  ot  I\  bru- 
ary,  March,  and  April,  respectively.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  oidered  to  be  printed 

After  rtie  presentation  ol  a  number  of  memorials, 
8ic.,  the  joint  resolution  for  the  adjuninment  of  con- 
gress on  Ihe  first  Monday  in  June,  coming  up  on  its 
third  reading — 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  thought  the  senate  were  act 
ing  loo  hastily  on  this  subj.  ct.  Perhaps  Ihi  re  had 
been  no  period  of  the  government  when  more  im- 
portant business  was  before  congress  than  at  this 
time;  and  if  this  resolution  should  be  passed,  the 
subject  would  then  be  beyond  Ihe  control  of  con- 
gress. The  b.^lfer  way.  he  thought,  was,  not  10  de- 
cide the  question  at  this  early  day.  because  lliey 
could  nut  now  tell  when  the"  business  would  be 
done;  but  when  the  main  part  of  the  business  should 
have  been  complete  d,  they  would  know  better  how 
io  decide.  He  would,  thcrelbre,  move  that  the  sub- 
ject be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr  Freston  hoped  Ihe  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution would  Dot  be  postponed.  It  seemed  desir- 
able that  the  resolution  should  be  passed  in  order  to 
hasten  Ihe  progressof  the  business  in  congress;  and 
looking  at  the  business  of  the  senate,  lliey  would 
undonhlrdly  be  ready  to  adjourn  on  the  day  speci- 
fi'-d  in  Ihe  resolution;  and  it  wasdesirable  that  tliey 
should  intimate  to  the  other  house  the  slate  of  bn 
sinesshere.  The  whole  business  of  the  country,  if 
entered  into,  might  requite  moretime:  but  it  would, 
in  Ihat  c^ise,  be  competent  in  congress  to  alter  Ihe 
lime.  Early  in  the  session  the  senate  hail  acted  on 
its  most  important  business,  and  after  their  great 
financial  measure  had  been  perfected  by  the  senate 
according  to  their  svishes,  thiy  had  si  nt  it  to  Ihe 
other  house,  and  if  was  well  known  lliat  Ihe  house 
had  rejected  it.  Congress  had  met  at  Ihe  extra 
session  for  the  express  purpose  of  regulating  the 
finances.  At  that  session,  and  at  this,  the  senate 
and  Ihe  house  had  both  acted  on  the  subject,  audit 
was  not  known  that  any  further  action  was  now 
proposed  in  either  house;  and  Mr.  P.  did  not  know 
that  it  was  Ihe  duly  ofthe  senate  to  wait  the  action 
of  the  house  on  this  importaiit  matter. 


Mr.  Grii«(/jsaid  he  had  not  moved  the  poslpoiie- 
mcnt  of  Ihe  resolution  with  any  reference  to  that 
measure. 

Mr.  I'reslon  resumed:  The  subject,  he  said,  na- 
turally loic.d  itself  on  their  consideiatioii;  and  if 
congress  were  not  to  act  lurlher  on  the  linances, 
was  lucre  the  sl.ghlest  reason  why  the)  might  not 
be  ready  to  adjourn  by  Ihe  time  specifiid.'  But  if 
other  iiieaMiies  on  the  finances  were  to  be  proposed 
and  acted  upon,  I\Ir.  P.  would  be  \eiy  glad  lo  be 
iiili)rmcd,  and,  if  such  were  the  lael,  he  would  be 
willing  Io  accede  to  any  lime  that  might  be  requir- 
ed. Congress  had  now  been  more  than  lour 
months  in  session,  and  nonnasure  ol  reliel  lor  the 
country  or  lor  Ihe  goveinment  had  been  provided, 
and  they  f.ad  the  right  to  ci)m|)lain  that  liny  were 
not  inlormed  whellnr  any  Ihing  lurlher  wav  likt  ly 
to  be  proposed.  It  there  was  to  be  any  thing, 
Ihey  ought  to  be  informed,  and,  il  nol,  they  ought 
to  adjourn;  and  whether  there  was  or  not,  ouglit 
not  to  be  drtc-rmiiied  by  any  talk  or  rumor  out  of 
doors,  but  by  express  action  in  one  or  the  other 
body.  The  sub  Irensiiiy  hill,  it  was  well  known, 
was  dead  and  buried.  li  there  wire  fo  be  any  new 
schemes  or  projects  olhred,  Mr.  P.  was  ready  t(M 
lliem,  and  would  like  to  see  Ihi-in. 

Mr.  HVig/i/said  he  had  contented  himself  yes- 
terd.iy  with  a  silent  \  ole  to  lay  Ihe  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  he  w  ould  not  now  enter  into  any  political 
consideialions  eonnicled  with  Ihe  subject;  but  he 
would  notice  some  very  iinporlant  ineasiires  on 
which  the  senate  had  acted  and  had  sent  to  Ihe 
olhei  house,  w  ho  had  nol  yet  acted  ujion  Ihem  tlnni. 
Ol  these  he  eiiiimerated  the  hill  inielerence  Io  the 
currency,  on  which  Ihe  senate  had  consuinid  two 
months,  the  bill  to  increase  Ihe  army,  the  bill  grant- 
ing preemption  to  settlers  on  the  puhlic  lands,  Ihe 
bill  graduating  and  reducing  Ihe  price  ol  the  public 
lands.  In  regard  fo  the  freasniy  bill  hi  ing  dead 
and  buried,  Ihat  might  be  the  oidnion  of  the  uia- 
jorily  ol  the  two  houses;  but  Mr.  \V.  did  not  think 
so.  That  measure,  in  any  shape,  had  occupied  Ihe 
attention  of  the  house  only  two  weeks;  and,  sup- 
posing a  majority  of  the  house  were  opposed  to  the 
views  of  the  executive,  were  lliey  consequently 
opposed  to  act  at  all  on  the  siibj  cU  If  they  were 
not,  they  would  want  time  for  action;  and  Rlr.  W. 
hoped  and  believed  that  they  would  feci  il  their  im- 
perative duty  to  act  on  the  subject,  and  that  Ihey 
would  act.  No  provision  had  been  n  ade  for  the 
sonlheni  Indian  war  in  either  house,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  there  would  be  a  debate  lor  weeks  in 
ihe  other  house  on  tlu.t  subject  alone. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  when  he  voted  yesterday 
for  the  resolution,  he  did  it  on  Ihe  ground  that  there 
would  be  ample  time  for  the  senate  to  finish  its 
business.  But  if  il  were  regarded  as  a  measure  to 
prevent  action  in  the  olhcr  house  on  Ihe  subject  of 
the  treasury  bill,  because  it  was  considered  dead, 
Mr.  C.  would  nol  vote  for  it.  He  did  md  consider 
Unit  as  dead:  but  he  believed  Ihat  the  other  house 
would  feel  it  an  imperious  duty  to  act  on  that  inea- 
suie,  yea  or  na>;  ami  if  this  resolution  waslo  take 
iMin  llie  other  house  Ihe  responsihilitv  of  doing  so, 
Mr.  C.  wuiild  not  vote  for  il,  but 'move  to  lay 
il  on  the  table.  Hefhought  theiewoiild  be  no  such 
other  calamity  as  for  congress  Io  rise  without  action 
on  thai  great  question. 

BIr.  King  took  a  similar  view  of  the  subject,  and 
said  that  from  Ihe  remarks  of  .Mr.  Preston  he  was 
induced  to  regard  Ihe  resolution  in  a  new  aspect; 
and  if  it  was  likely  to  give  the  other  house  an  op- 
portunity to  evade  the  financial  question,  without 
acting  upon  il  definitely,  Mr.  K.  would  vote  againpt 
his  own  resolution. 

Mr.  Hubbard  a]>o  spoke,  briefly,  in  favor  ofdelay, 
and  of  keeping  the  resolution  stiil  before  the  senate, 
so  Ihat  wlieu  the  proper  lime  should  come  they 
miiht  lake  it  up,  and  pass  it  as  it  was,  or  modified 
according  to  circumstances. 

iMr.  Preston  wholly  disavowed  any  such  design  as 
had  been  intimated.  His  whole  object  was  to  put 
the  subject  in  Ihe  possession  of  the  other  house,  so 
that  Ihey  might  adopt  Ihe  resolution  or  modily  it  to 
suit  themselves;  and  he  was  surprised  that  the  sena- 
tor from  .Alabama  should  now  reject  bis  own  off- 
s[)ring  because  Mr.  P.  had  patted  in  on  Ihe  head, 
and  said  thai  nolwithstanding  is  paternilv  il  was  a 
clever  rliil.l.  Mr.  P.  had  olfen  fell  his  own  weak- 
ness, when  he  addressed  the  senate,  and  saw  Ihat  he 
w  as  unable  to  make  any  iir.pression  on  gentlemen  of 
the  ojiposite  side;  but  now,  by  advocating  a  mea- 
sure, agreeable  to  Ihem,  he  had  rendered  his  reinarkfl 
illi'efive,  and  had  turned  the  friends  of  Ihe  resolution 
directly  against  if.  But  Ihe  purpose  of  enabling  Ihe 
minori'y  Io  worry  out  Ihe  majority  in  the  other 
I'.ouse  was  not  in  Mr.  P.'s  mind,  ami.  if  il  had  been, 
he  would  have  been  acting  against  bimtell,  for  tho 
majorily  in  the  other  house  were  his  political  friends 
on  this  (question.  He  insisted,  further,  that  Ihe  sub- 
treasury  was  dead,  and  no  human  power  could  call  it 
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froai  t  le  lo.nb. 
day 


It    had   la. 


than  foil]' 


Til  ■  i-esoliition  was  now  po3(pon?cl  to  MoaJay 
we^k,  by  the  Iblhiwiii,'  rate: 

YE  VS  — M'"rs.  A. Ion,  B  •iil.jn,  Briwn,  Cilhona, 
Clav  of  \labiaii,  Ciihb-rl,  F.lioa,  Gnin.ly.  Hub- 
bard, Ki  -,  Lmi  ,,  Lyon,  N.chohH,  Niles,  N..rvell, 
Rjine  R.bnson,  S  u  tb,  of  Connecticnt,  Tii'ton, 
Trotter,    Waiker,    Wall,   Willia.m,   Wright,    Yoan- 


NAYS— M-3<r5.  Biyanl,  B  icbinan, 
K-nfncky,  Cliytoii,  Cntlenlen,  D  ivis, 
MjK  .an,  M-nick.  P.-ntiss  P.v.ion, 
S.n.lh,  01'  tn.Uani,  Sjufiirl,  SA'il't,  Wnt 

Oi  nnthri   of  Mr.    ]VUL   the   s-nate 


Clay,    ol' 
LmnVm, 

R)bbini, 
;— Ifi. 
proceeilsil 


a"-ain  to  consider  llie  bill  to  prohibit  the  issiiiii?  an(. 
cfrcniation  of  the  notes  of  the  late  United  States 
Bank. 

fUr.  Nile)  moved  to  mo  lify  the  bill  so  as  to  mak" 
the  tiiae  of  confiaement  in  tlie  penitentiary  fro.n  one 
to  five  years,  instead  of  froEti  five  to  ten.  Mr.  Cj.1- 
houn  I'noved  toslrik-ont  the  whole  penitentiary 
provision.  Mr.  Grundy,  after  a  reinaik  or  two,  iin 
derstoo  I  to  be  unfavorable  to  this  motion,  saiil  h 
felt  no  particular  interest  anout  it.  Mr.  Smilh,  ot 
Co  inecliciit,  and  Mr.  Niles  spoke  briefly,  but 
stron'ly,  in  favor  of  retaining  the  penitentiary  pe- 
n.ilty,  Mr.  S.  urging  that  a  fine  of  .flO.OOO  wo  lid 
amount  to  notliing  in  a  case  in  which  the  profits 
were  hiri  Ireds  of  lho!i=anl3. 

Mr.  NiUs  and  Mr.  Calhoun  temporarily  withdrew 
their  aiueiidiuents,  with  a  view  to  give  way  to  the 
general  d  'bate. 

Mr.  Wall  tlien  spoke  at  some  length  in  lavor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  vindication  of  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  congress  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Niles'  proposition  to  make  the  penitentiary 
term  from  one  to  five  years,  was  again  olFered  by 
him,  and  agreed  to. 

After  a  brief  exnlanatory  conversation  by  Messrs. 
Crittewlen,  Wall,  Grundtj,  and  Ruzs;l^s. 

The  bill  was  (nodified  so  as  to  confine  the  penalty 
more  explicitly  to  direc'ors,  trustees,  agents,  and 
other  officers,  and  the  a;ents  of  the  trustees  of  tlie 
late  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  before  designed  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

Tbe  bill  Wis  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  Pres- 
ton, Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Wall  and  Niles; 
and  on  a  request  of  Mr.  Rioes  for  farther  time  to 
consider  the  sulij'ct  before  taking  the  vote 

The  senate  held  an   e.xecutive   session 
adjourned. 

la  the  house,  Vinrsday,  Aiiril  10.     After  a  number 
of  reports,  chiefly  on  privat-   claims,  had    been 
ceived,  th"  house  passed  to  tlie   unfinished   bisii 
of  yesterday  morning,  being  Mr.    Hipkms     res 
tion  for  diwrcing  the   government  from  the   public 
pre 


Mr.  Eoerett  inquired  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  when  it 
ivds   tiis    purp'i^e    to  call  up  the   bill    mikiiiz  apnro- 
pnalious  for  the   Sdmiuole   war.     M  ■.    Cunbrelen:! 
r -plied  tliat  a-isoon  as  tbe  h  vise  stioul  1  havedispos- 
,'d    of  llie  bill    for   the    i-iue   of  tiv  i^ 
sboullcall  iipth-  S!uinole    bill.     M 
asked  leave  to  mov  tliat   tin    resolut 
him  on  Siturday   last,  calling  for    informition  as  to 
the  amount  of  arrears  due  on  that  war,    and  an  esli- 
nate  of  its  probable  expenses  up  to  llie  1st  ol  J'lne 
ii'Xt.     Mr,     Cuihinm    objected;    wliereupon,    Mr. 
Euerett  moved  a  suspension  of  fli'  rules  Ibrt'iat  pur- 
pose, and  demanded  the  yeas  .ind  nays,  which  were 
ord.erej. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly,  and 
resulted  as  follows: 

Y£  VS— Mjssrs.  A  lams,  Atr.\ander,  Heman  .-Mien, 
J  ihn  W.  .Allen,  Bell,  B  md,  Borden,  Bri^iiS,  Bv mm, 
W.   B.  CalhoQii,  JjhnCalhim,  C  i  nbrelen,',  W.  13. 


residue   wdl  b'   here  by  the  packets  in  siicce.ssion. 
£111(1,003  by  e.aeh.  ^Jour.  Com 

T  le  ivhoie   amount   of  specie   received  at  New 
York,  in  tlie  last  few  days,  is  estimaled  at  nearly  two 
millions   of  doll.ns,   viz:  30:5,822  sovereigns,  29,000 
'Enerett  tlien    dollars,  and  2,8»B,!)2i  francs 

n  odeied  by  It  is  stated  that  this  large  sum  is  sent  out  to  New 
York  with  a  view  to  aid  the  banks  in  resuming.  The 
American  adds: 

"It  is  estimated,  bv  those  who  have  gnod'ineans  of 

knowinj,  that  ten  mi  lions  of  dollars  will  be  imported 

before  ."luiie    1st,   and    tlial,    without    reducing    the 

amount  of  b  illio  i  in  the  B  ink  of  England  below  ten 

"ion  pounds  sterling— as  the  tendency  of  gold  was 


C  mlpbcll,  J  ) 

la'Cimpbeli 

W.   B.  Ci-ter,  Chambers, 

Chealha  n,  CI 

nvnnv.t^i'Ti' 

r'lirwi  1,  Cra'iston,  Curbs, 

Cashin-,   Di 

1,  vr.i,  1)1 

.,1,   D  ivies   Deberry,    De 

Graff,    Duin, 

K..-.  1,  i;. 

.,  .,   R.  Fletcher,  Fill.n  ire. 

Rice  Girlani 

1  1  lies  Graham.  Wm.  Gr.i- 

i;  i;ii  i,  11. 

-,  1    Harlan,  Harper,  Hi-- 

tin'is,  liiA,  - 

11. V  r   •     il. 

11,,  llend,  Howard.  R.  M. 

T.  H,i  1-  1,   I 

,     .     1    ,      .|         1     I'r 

1  i.ks  in,  L'.uc.jln,  L»mis 

L.-o'i,  Mill,, 

V,  Al.ii.i.i.S 

M  i^.m,  .Maurv,  May,  Ma.i- 

uvll    MXi-l 

Kill,  M-rcer, 

M  lli"an,  .Mitchell,  Calvary 

M  .;ns    M  " 

rav,    Navl.r, 

Noycs,    0;le,    Patters.m, 

PriLV,  r,'k 

p. lie,  p. "s, 

Raa  1  .'ph.  Reed,  R.'.ieher. 

and  then 


olii- 


,S.  \Vi! 


Will 


,I.j1i;i  W  i;,.,  U.  \V../.k  ■' V, 
J.  L.  WiUiams,  C.  il.  Wi 


Mr  Wise  ro^e  and  said,  that  since  the  publication 
in  the  naners  of  the  am-ndment  yesterday  moved 
by  hi^  colleague,  (Mr.  Dromioole,)  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  oHier  colhague.  (  Mr  Hopkins.)  he  per- 
ceived, wh.at  he  did  not  know  yester.iav,  that  it  re- 
ferred to  the  exoPns»3of  the  Iwo  investigating  com- 
mittees wliich  had  been  instituteil  at  (he  last  s  'ssion. 
He  then  nroeeede,!  to  coinm-nt  at  co.isi.ier able 
lenfth  on  this  point  in  the  am^n.lment,  vindicating 
the'apnointment  of  thnsj  committees,  inviting  in- 
vestigation as  to  their  expense,  and  insisting  that  the 
goorfthey  liad  eiT-cted  overbalanced,  by  far,  what 
thev  ha'l  cost  the  country. 

Mr.  Drom^oole  re'ilie.l;  disclaiaiel  all  intention  to 
reflect  on  flios""  committees,  or  their  an;iointinent; 
but  s  liil  that  his  amendment  was  mainly  directed  to 
the  ail  litional  expense  oecasione.l  by  the  exercise  ol 
the  pow»r  of  seniling  for  persons  and  napers.  He 
then  went  into  an  explanation  and  defence  of  the 
several  it^ms  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
then  the  morning  hour  expired. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  acting 
secr-tary  o''  war,  enclosing  a  report  from  Ihe  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  tlie  2Biti  ultimo,  relative  to  Ihe 
deslr.iction  of  property  of  the  late  gen.  Nalhaniel 
Taylor,  by  the  Clierokee  Indians. 

Also,  aeon. nunicalion  fro.n  Ihe  acting  secretary 
of  war,  ennlosiiig  the  m  unorial  of  inliabitants  of 
Knightslowu,  in  the  state  nf  Indiana,  praying  con- 
gress 'o  provide  for  the  construction  ol  a  hri.lge 
across  Blue  river,  at  that  pi  ice,  wilh  the  renort  of 
the  chi.d'en.giuBer  thereon;  which  memorial  wis  re 
ferre.l  to  this  department  on  the  17th  of  February 
last.  .   , 

Also,  a  comm'inication  from  the  secretary  of  Ihe 
treasury,  trans  nittinir  a  portion  of  the  information 
called  for  by  the  house  on  the  9th  of  April  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  amount  of  revenue  received  in 
each  state  in  the  year  \SS6,  and  the  amount  expend- 
ed during  the  same  year. 


N  AYS— Messrs.  Andrews. Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Bicknell.  BirJsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Broadhead,  Br.inson, 
Ca,sey,  Chapman,  Giles  Connor,  Craig,  CrajyOush- 
man,  Drom-roole,  Edwards,  Farrmgion,  Fairheld,  try. 
Gray,  HakyT  Hamer,  Harrison,  Havvkias,  Thomas  B. 
Jacks)  1,  J.  Jackso  1,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Klinsensmitli,  Lawler,  Leadbelter,  L'gan,,  J-  ™- M^i- 
so.i,  Mirhn,  R.  M.  M.jClellan.  .A.  McClellan,  Mont- 
ooinery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Mjrris,  Noble,  O.vens, 
Palmer,  Parmsnter,  Pavnler,  Pemybackjr,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Richardson,  bawyer, 
She.Ter,  C.  Suepard,  Spencer,  Smart,  Taylor,  Titus, 
Ti.vns,  T.irney,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Worthingloa,  Yell— 70. 

There  not  biing  two. thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost,  and  Mr. 
Evereftt's  call  for  information  was  not  allowed  to 
be  moved. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
iniitee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  new 
treasury  huildin..';  but  the  motion  was  objected  to, 
and  the  house  refused  to  suspcinl  the  rules  for  the 
purpose.     So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  resumed  the  consiileration  of  the 
Cumberland  road  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood, \frl-iO  had  the  lloorat  the  adjourn- 
ment, resum.'d  andconclmle.lhis  speech  against  the 
bill,  and  in  favor  of  his  ameiidmeni  to  recommit. 
Mr.  Cashing,  of  Missachusetts,  went  into  an  ex- 
tended argu.uent  in  reply,  and  in  defence  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Rlielt.  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  with  great 
ardor  in  ooposifion  to  the  incisure,  and  was  lol- 
lowed  bv  Mr.  C ilhoan,  of  K'>ntucky,  as  decidedly 
in  its  favor.  Mr.  Clowneij  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yiel.le.l  it,  fur  the  purpose  of  an  explanation,  to  Mr. 
Underwood,  who  was  proceeding  to  answer  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Calhoon,)  when,  alludingto  an  amend- 
ment propose.!  by  hi, nself  to  the  constitution,  and 
"lancing  at  the  siibj-ct  of  slavery— 
"  He  was  arrested  by  the  chair.  Ha  asked  leave  to 
proceed;  but  the  chair  still  insisting  on  the  rule  of 
Older,  he  appealed  to  the  h.mse.  The  ayes  for  his 
proceeding  were  94.  But,  before  the  noes  were 
counted,  the  chair  also  appealed  to  the  house  tc 
support  its  rules.  So  ne  confusion  arose,  when. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clowne'/.  the  house  adjourned 


constant  from  the  continent  to  England. 
From  the  New  York  Express. 
A  notice  was  put  up  in  front  of  Prime,  Ward  & 
King's  office  this  morning,  that  arraiigeinents  had 
b'en  made  by  the  Bank  of  E.igland  an.l  Biriug, 
Brothers  &  Co.,  through  the  agency  of  Messrs. Primes 
and  their  paitner.  Mr.  James  G.  King,  now  in  Lon- 
don, to  import  one  million  of  pounds  sterling  in  spe- 
cie, to  enable  our  banks  to  resume  specie  payiuenls; 
of  this  sum,  500,000  dollars  have  arrived  since  Satur- 
day. The  notice  has  excited  quite  a  sensation  in  the 
street.  Enquiries  are  now  made  how  this  lias  been 
obtaineil;  what  banks  are  particularly  interested;  and 
how  have  liimls  been  placed  in  London  to  pay; 
all  these  points  are  important,  if  the  specie  is 
really  going  into  the  vaults  of  the  banks  to  enable 
them  to  resume. 

The  New  York  Gazette  states  that  it  is  surmised 
that  the  object  of  the  B  ink  of  England  in  sending  this 
large  remlllanceof  specie  to  this  counlry,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  agency  in  New  York,  as 
an  offset  to  that  of  the  United  States  Bank  iii  Lon- 
don, and  of  which  the  Bank  of  England  is  particularyi 
jealous.  ' 

In  New  York  on  Friday  13th  inst.,  Philadelphia: 
hank  notes  were  selling  at  live  per  cent,  discount. 
Bills  on  Baltimore  six  per  cent,  discount;  on  Missis- 
sippi thirty-five;  on  Alabama,  twenty-five. 

Sales  of  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  April  17. 

50  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  s  30  days,  113 

.300      do  do  114all4  1-2 

225      do     Amer.  Trust  CO.  Balto.         95  l-2a<)6 

25      do  do         s  30  .lays,  96 

April  18. 

U.  S.  Bank, 

do         s  30  days, 
Amer.  Trust  Balto. 


115all5  1-2 
114  3-4 
95  3-4 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Vro'n  Mexico.     The   New    Orleans 


the  nth 


St.  says 


h  brigs  of  war  visited  Matamoras  on 
the  24th  iilt.  ami  sent  a  deputation  up  to  the  town  to 
assure  the  French  citizens  of  the  protection  of  their 
government,  ami  that  if  the  M"xican  jrovernment 
shoulil  not  comply  satisfactorily,  by  the  25lh  instant, 
wilh  reqiisiiions  already  m.ide.Ihe  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic will  b"  blockaded.  One  thousand  of  the  Mexican 
troops,  un.ler  Can  dizo,  were  about  to  leave  the  place, 
— ilestiiiaiion  nnknown. 

Spfcie  by  wholesale.  We  learn  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  tlie  Bank  of  England,  in  connec- 
tion with  Messrs.  Barins,  Brothers  Si  co.,  and  Mr. 
Jam-s  G.  King,  of  this  city,  to  si.n  I  out  to  the  ad- 
dress of  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  one  million 
sterling  in  specie.  Two  h.in  Ir.'.l  tho.isand  pounds 
have  arrived  by  the  Sheridan  and  Columbus,  and  the 


330  share: 
25      do 
25      do 

Specie.  American  gold.  See.  3-4al  per  cent,  pre,; 
mium.  Sales  of  lUO  patriot  doubloons  at  $\o  6! 
each. 

Treasury  notes.  3-8al-S  per  cent,  discount. 
Canada.  We  learn  from  the  Toronto  Colonist  o 
the  12th  inst.  that  on  that  d,w  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M 
Samuel  Lount  and  Peter  iMatthews  vvere  executed 
in  pursuance  of  their  sentence,  for  high  treason.- 
They  walked  with  a  firm  step  to  the  scallbld,  am 
after  an  impressive  prayer  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Richard 
son,  they  were  launched  into  eternity.  An  iiii 
mense  concourse  of  people  were  present,  by  whor 
the  greatest  order  was  observed.  The  square  i  ^ 
rearof  the  goal,  on  which  the  scatfold  was  erected: 
was  surrouniled  by  the  volunteer  corps  of  provincial 
militia,  now  stationed  in  Toronto. 

A  correspon.lent  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journa' 
says,  that  petitions  had  been  sent  to  gov.  Arthur  fo 
m(?rcy,  or  even  an  extension,  signed  by  some  threj 
thousand  citizens  of  Toronto  and  its  vicinity;  UJ 
executive  council  had  been  called  together,  JH 
naught  availed  to  stay  execution.  The  bodies,  otI 
withstan.ling  Ihe  earnest  application  of  their  wi« 
and  friends,'weie  delivered  up  for  dissection.  Th 
affair  is  said  to  have  create.l  much  excitement.  ! 
It  is  slated  that  Thellcr,  Montgomery,  Andetj 
son,  and  G.  F.  War.len  are  to  be  executed  on  fh, 
24th  inst. 

Sentence  of  death  was  pronounced  at  Hamilfo 
[in  the  Gore    district,    upon    Horatio  Hill,   Stepj 
Transcript  of   Smith,  Charles  P.  Waldiath,  Ephiaim  Cook.  Jt 
1  Triilforil,  Natlian  Town,  and   Peter  Malcolm— fli 
of  execution  V'p  2fllh  instant 

ANo,  upon  William  V/ebb  and  John  Hammill- 
execution  to  take  place  on  the  22d  instant. 

The  Toroulo  Guardian  stales  that  Theller  foul 
ed  his  defence  chiefly  on  llie  assertion  that  he  V 
an  American  citizen,  which  «as  overruled  on  tl 
ground  that  he  was  horn  a  British  subject,  and  coui 
not  divest  himself  of  his  alleciance. 

The, same  paper  s  .ys  thiit  the  case  of  Sutherla* 
remained  undecided'  on  the  Ilth;  and  intiina| 
doubt  of  the  minors  put  forth  about  his  extiaoi^ 
nary  disclosures,  -v 

In  passing  sentence  upon  Peter  Malcolm,  t 
court  informeil  him  that  for  reasons  assigned  ^ 
case  would  be  favorably  represenled  to  the  exec 
five. 
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CO- AVe  have  inailverteiilly  c;)pifit  from  the 
"Globe"  the  report  of  llie  mujoriiy  of  the  coiniuit- 
tee  appoiiileil  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  hile 
duel,  iiml.'r  an  impression  that  we  woulil  have  been 
able  to  have  accompanied  it  with  the  reports  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Grennell  and  Elmore,  atid  tin-  hnal 
action  of  the  house  upon  the  subject.  This  not  being 
the  case,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order  to  avoiil  the 
imp'itation  of  concurrence  with  tlie  majority,  to  say, 
that  the  report  has  not  been  adopted — that  it  has  not 
even  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house,  and  Ihatthe 
wlitde  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

It  is  not  olten  that,  even  through  inadvertence,  we 
have  presented  a  one-sided  view  of  a  question,  and 
would  have  avoided  it  in  the  present  instance,  if  we 
could  have  done  sowilhout  greatly  delaying  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  present  sheet.  We  will,  of  course, 
publisli  the  olher  reports  as  soon  as  they  are  dir>cled 
to  be  published,  and  give  such  p,n-ls  of  the  testimony 
and  the  debate  as  shall  do  full  justice  to  all  the  par- 
ties concerned. 

C^-Great  rejoicing  has  taken  place  in  New  York 
in  consequence  of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the 
steam  packets  SiVusand  Great  Western,  from  Eng- 
land, in  very  quick  passages.  Among  other  demon- 
strations of  pleasure,  was  a  splendid  dinner  to  the 
commanders  by  the  corporation;  but  we  are  so  much 
pressed  for  room  that  we  must  postpone  an  account 
of  all  that  occurred  on  tlie  occasion  until  our  next. 

QCJ-.V.  Budhcoe,  minister  from  Russia  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  his  suite,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Wednesday  last  in  the  packet  ship  Meteor,  from 
London. 

CC^The  Hon.  Henry  A.  Muhleaburg,  minister  of 
the  United  States  to  Austria,  with  his  family,  and 
John  Randolph  Claij,  esq  ,  secretary  of  legation, 
with  bis  family,  sailed  from  N'ew  York  on  Wednes- 
day in  the  packet  ship  Burgundy  for  Havre. 

Gen.  J.vckson  visited  Nasliville  on  the  19th  inst. 
and  remamed  several  d.\y».  He  has  nearly  regained 
his  usual  health. 

Congressional  election.  On  Wednesday  last 
an  election  was  held  in  the  congressional  district  com- 
posed of  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  .\nnapolis,  and 
Anne  Arundel  county,  to  fill  the  vacaiicy  occasioned 
by  tlie  death  of  iSIr.  iVIcKim.  which  resulted  in  fivor 
o(John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.,  the  whig  candidate,  by  a 
majority  of  S6-  votes. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  result: 

John  P.  Kennedy,  (whig.)  W.  II.  Marriott,  (ailm.) 
Baltimore  city,  5, 9-37  5,337 

Anne  Arundel,  1,')52  S'2il 

Annapolis  city,  10  (maj  ) 

7,019  fi,I57 

Mr.  Kennedy's  mnjority  in  the  district  862. 
The  following  statements  show  the  results  in  each 
of  the  wards  in  tlie  city  of  Ballimore,  and  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  ,\nno  Arundel  county. 

Baltimore  city. 
Wards.        Whig.        Ad.       Wliig  maj.       Ad.  maj. 

1  409     314      95 

2  351     .320      31 

3  432     564  32 

4  425     574  149 

5  530     375      215 

6  508     466      42 

7  631     231      400 

8  408     552  M4 

9  637     260      377 

10  400     473  74 

11  623     493      130 

12  538     710  172 


An 


21.) 


„lfl. 


Total, 


1,052 

AnnajioHscity. 
For  Kennedy 
•*    Marriott 
The  average  majority  given   I 
parly  at  the  last  July  c'lectiun,  ( 
in  congress,  was  12 A. 


Ml 

131 
the  \'an  Buren 
representatives 


1290 
670 


620 


670 


In  the  regular  congressional  election,  held  in  July, 
1837,  the  average  majority  tor  the  Van  Buren  ticket 
HI  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  2S3  votes;  and  the 
average  majority  for  the  same  ticket  in  the  whole 
district,  was  251  votes. 

Vol.  LIV.— Sig.  9. 


Banks,  cuhrencv.  Sec.  The  New  York  Com- 
mercial .Vdvertiser  of  Monday  afternoon  says  — 

"Some  of  the  banks  of  this  city  commenced  |iay- 
ing  out  their  notes  on  Frid.iy  and  Saturday  last.— 
This  morning  they  are  doing'so  very  generally,  and 
although  the  resolution  for  a  resumption  of  specie 
payments  is  not  yet  formally  in  force,  still  specie 
can  be  obtained,  if  want»d,  from  any  ofthem.  The 
banks  have  all  resolved  to  resume  on  the  911)  of  May, 
and  we  rather  suspect  that  they  intend  to  do  so  on 
Monday  next,  albeit  not  authorized  thus  to  speak." 

The  same  paper  of  Wednesday  afternoon  has  the 
following: 

New  custom  house  order.  We  understand  that 
instructions  were  received  this  in^  ruing,  autho- 
rising the  collector  of  customs  in  this  city  to  receive 
all  liie  notes  of  the  city  banks,  of  those  who  do  not 
issue  paper  of  a  less  deiiominntion  than  five  dollars. 
The  tilth  section  of  a  recent  law  prevents  the  re- 
ceipt of  such  notes.  The  banks  in  this  city  which 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  late  l.i'w  of  lhi<: 
state  are  the  Manhattan,  B.ink  of  America,  and 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

The  Express  of  Wednes<lay  s.iys— 

The  Mechanics',  the  Merchants',  the  New  Y'ork, 
the  Commercial  and  the  State  Banks,  have  come 
forward  and  pay  out  their  notes  freely  for  every  check 
presented,  and  pay  any  demand  on  lliein  for  specie 
with  great  cheerfulness.  We  are  told  also,  that  they 
are  liberal  in  their  discounts.  Several  of  the  other 
banks  do  not  pay  out  their  bills,  uhich  is  to  he  re- 
gretted, as  the  community  are  siidering  beyond  all 
reason  for  Ihe  want  ofacirculating  medium.  Many 
of  th(^  banks  have  not  a  dollar  in  circulation,  or  thai 
can  be  got  hol.l  of.  Thus  for  months  and  months 
the  citizens  of  New  York  have  not  seen  a  dollar  of 
our  own  hank  notes.  Every  bill  has  been,  as  f.isl 
as  it  has  reached  the  bank,  clutched  with  eagerness, 
not  again  to  be  put  in  circulation.  Many  of  tlie 
banks  have  not  only  hoarded  uji  their  own  bills,  hut 
have  in  their  po-isession  large  amounts  of  their 
neighbor's  bank  notes.  But  now  the  hanks,  if  they 
have  any  real  wish,  as  they  must  h.ave  to  make 
money  plenty,  must  come  out  at  once,  and  not  only 
issue  their  notes,  but  discount  freely,  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  community.  The  instant  money  becomes 
plenty  there  will  be  but  Utile  call  for  specie. 

The  bills  of  all  the  city  banks  of  New  York  are 
now  received  at  that  post  office  for  postage. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  of  Mon- 
day, second  edition,  says,  "Tlie  banks  have  all  re- 
sumfrl  specie  pavmenis  in  the  broadest  extent,  bills, 
deposits  and  all; "and  more  than  that,  they  pay  out 
their  own  notes  oid)'." 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  that 
a  loan  of  a  million  of  dollars  has  been  negotiated  in 
New  York  for  Tennessee,  within  a  few  days,  and 
one  of  .{fCflO.OOO  for  Ohio. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer  in  relation  to  the  Boston  banks. 

"We  learn  by  gentlemen,  passenf;ers  in  yester- 
day's boat,  fiom  Boston,  that  a  meeting  of  the  olti- 
cers  of  the  banks  of  that  city,  held  on  Friday  even- 
ing, it  was  resolved  to  redeem  all  their  notes  of  the 
denomination  of  five  dollars  and  under,  and  that  the 
resolution  was  carried  into  effect  on  Saturday,  the 
banks  on  that  day  paying  specie  for  all  their  paper 
presented.  Virtually,  the  resumption  is  considered 
entire,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  banks  will  fur- 
nish any  amount  of  specie  for  ordinarj-  business 
purposes,  and  no  demand  for  any  other  can  be  anti- 
cipated, at  present." 


S,l,s.it  the  .Vi  »■  l'(«7,-  .'.tock  exchange,  Ajiril  25. 
20.-i  sh.ues  U.  S.  Hank,  cash  to  10  days,  1 15 

1110  shares  Amer.  trust.  Ballo.  s.  30  days,  93 
Specie — Nothing  done  to-day,  and  no  qiiolations. 
Trea.'^uit/  «o/ps— Sales  of  #0500    at  69  12   and 

1500  at  99  3-8;  $1500  of  six  per  cents  were  sold  at 

par. 

Sales  at  Philadelphia,  April  25. 
20  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  1 17  3-4 

Major  John  S.  Gooch,  agent  of  the  Mississippi 
Union  Bank,  lell  W;>shinglon  on  Wednesday  with 
ihe  engravings  and  materials  necessary  for  Ihe  bank. 
On  his  arrival,  the  slate  bonds  will  be  executed  for 
$5,000,090  and  dispo.sed  of  at  once,  and  when  the 
ten  millions,  in  addilion  to  this  are  subscribed,  the 
slate  will  issue  its  bonds  for  ten  millions  more,  to  be 
likewise  disposed  of 

Nusliuillc,  April  20,  I  P.  M.  Money  matters 
grow  worse.  The  depiecialioii  on  the  notes  of  the 
Mississippi  banks  is  enormous,  and  we  were  told  by 
the  brokers  this  morning  that  large  .Minis  of  this  des- 
cription of  paper  could  not  be  soid  at  any  sacrifice 
short  of  one  third  or  one  half  of  Ihe  amount.  Small 
lots  are  discounted  at  the  (bllowing  rates: 

Natchez  bank  and  branches,  20  a  25;  Vicksburg 
rail  road,  20  a  25;  Bank  of  Vicksburg,  25;  Vicks- 
burg water  co.  25;  Brandon  35;  Tombigby,  Colum- 
bus, 25;  Commercial,  Columbus,  25;  Madison  city 
bank  25;  Lake  Washington  30;  Real  esiate,  Holly 
springs,  no  sales;  Manchester  25. 

Other  funds  as  lollows: 

U.  S.  Bank,  16  a  17  pre.;  Specie,  16  a  17  pre.; 
Kentucky,  15  pre.;  Virginia,  15  pre.;  New  Orleans, 
10  a  12  pre.;  Indiana,  12  pre.;  Illinois,  10  pre.;  Ca- 
rolinas  and  Georgia,  5a8pre.;  Alabama,  par  a  2  pre. 

Mexico.  The  editors  of  the  New  York  "Journal 
of  Comineice"'  have  received  Vera  Cruz  papers  to 
the  31st  March,  brought  by  the  Pastora. 

The  Diario  del  Gohierno  of  Ihe  26th,  published  at 
the  Me.xican  capital  says, — "At  a  quarter  past  10 
o'clock,  this  morning,  the  supreme  go\-ernment  re- 
ceived the  utlimatum  announced  by  the  French  min- 
ister. Baron  Delfandis,  and  this  evening  it  will  be 
communicated  to  congress.'.We  will  speak  to-morrow, 
and  will  continue  to  speak  in  all  our  numbers  on  a 
topic  of  so  gieat  national  interest,  and  which  Ihe  go- 
vernment has  inanageil,  and  without  doubt  will  con- 
tinue to  manage,  in  a  manner  which  shall  satisfy  the 
desire  and  expectations  of  Ihe  Mexicans." 

By  mercantile  letters  we  learn  that  the  French  ul- 
timatum containeil  the  following  hard  terms,  viz: 
tli.at  the  Mexicans  should  pay  ^600.000  for  claims, 
and  :ij.')5,000  to  the  f.imilies  of  five  Frenchmen  who 
had  been  shot  by  order  of  the  authorities,  an<l  that 
the  governmrnt  should  cashier  two  judges  at  Mexico, 
one  at  Puebla;  and  Gomez,  commandant  at  Tampico. 
If  these  terms  were  not  complied  with  by  the  15lh 
of  A])ril,  liostililies  were  to  commence. 

It  was  verv  sickly  in  the  Mexican  capital.  Fever 
was  one  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases. 

Ellbrls  were  made  to  raise  the  brigof  warLiberta- 
dor,  which,  during  the  gale  in  December  last,  was 
driven  against  the  castle  of  Uloa,  and  sunk. 


Exa.mi NATION  OK  .MiDSHiP.MEN. ~  Auvy  Depart- 
merd,  April  25,  1838.  A  boanl  for  the  examina- 
tion of  midshipmen  whose  warrants  bear  date  prior 
lo  the  1st  day  of  January,  1833,  will  be  convened  at 
Baltimore  on  Mond.iy,  the  2Hth  of -May  next. 

It  is  expected  thai  all  midshipmen  who  may  be  en- 
tilled  to  examination  under  the  regul.ation  of  the  de- 
partment, will  attend  at  the  above  mentioned  lime 
and  place,  and  report  to  commodore  James  Biddle, 
president  of  the  hward. 

The  Cherokees.  The  Nashville  Whig  sl.ites 
that  in  ordering  gen.  Scott  to  the  Cherokee  country, 
the  secretary  of  war  directed  him  to  call  upon  the 
execiitiveof  the  states  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  in  the  event  that  he  should  require 
an  additional  force  in  carrying  out  the  treaty.  The 
department  has  given  notice  to  governor  Cannon,  of 
Tennessee,  that  such  a  call  may  be  made,  with  a  re- 
quest that  it  may  be  responded  to  by  his  excellency. 
The  governor  has  replied,  by  letter,  with  his  ac- 
custointd  promptness,  that  the  state  will  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  requisitions 
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GOVERNOR  MARCY'S  SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
To  the  senate  and  asumbhj:  r  t     i 

Fellow-citizens:  Tlie  lime  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  banks  of  this  state  will  resume  specie 
pavments;  and  it  can  now  be  anticipated  with  tol- 
irible  certainty,  what  will  be  the  situation  of 
things  when  this  event  shall  ake  place,  fhe  pe- 
riod of  resumption  has  been  looked  for  with  much 
anxiety  and  strong  hopes  have  been  indulged  that 
it  would  be  attended  with  a  highly  important  im- 
provement in  the  business  concerms  ol  the  country 


trarv   they  have  so  far  extended  their  issues  of  pa- 1  dispense  tho.se  accommodations  which  a  wholesome 
ner  as  materially  to  diminish  its  value  and  render   state  of  business  icquires 

ft  of  iitUe  use  a's  a  medium  lor  the  collection  of  Until  very  recent  y,  it  was  genera  ly  expected 
deb  s  due  to  our  citizens.  The  losses  by  the  course  that  such  would  be  the  course  of  events.  It  was 
of  doiest  c  eychii,.es,  consequent  upon  the  great  confidently  believed  that^the  period  ot  genera  re- 
deprecia  onin  the  "value  «f  southern  and  we-.tern  sumption,  at  least  throughout  the  eastern,  middle 
bank  paper,  have  added  to  the  embarrassments  of  and  some  ol  the  westem  states,  was  at  hand;  that 
our  mCTcha  ,ts,  and  greatly  impaired  the  resour.es.  it  would  be  the  beginning  ol  an  auspicious  change 
AUhou.h  the  suspfnsion,  owing  to  various  causes,  in  our  pecuniary  allairs;  that  the  gloom  which  had 
hafoperated  much\iiore  ;everely  m  some  places   .so  loBg   been  gathering  and  thickening  over  the 


than  in  others,  it  must  be  regarded   as   a 


;ommon 


sr;:.e^:"5=a'»S=  ^s,s±  TSr  :?r'X:i--;» 


in  the  month  of  May  last,  the  banks  which  hav 
furnished  their  monthly  statements  to  the  commis- 
sioners have  made  commendable  eiibrts  to  put  them- 
selves-in  a  coudition  to  resume.  On  the  first  ol 
June  last,  their  liabilities  amounted  to  about  sixty- 
four  millions  of  dollars,  while  the  debt  due  to  them 
for  loans  and  discounts  exceeded  sixty-seven  mil- 
lions. From  that  period  to  the  present  time,  a 
course  of  rapid  curtailment  has  been  steadily  |)ur- 
eued  so  that  their  liabilities  on  the  fiist  of  tire  pre- 
sent month  were  but  fifty-three  millions,  and  then 
loans  and  discounts  were   less  than  filty-six  mil- 

"^z.  ^^i^'^niJSt^^,  ^:^  I  ^^7---^^:^:<'^:  At'-jie  .ties,  .ou, 

ability  to  meet  and  sustain  specie  payments,  is  now 
fully  equal  to  what  it  has  been  at  any  former  pe- 


injurious  to  all  sections  of  the  country;  it  is 
therefore  to  be  regretted  that  all  sections  have  not 
felt  an  equal  solicitude  lor  the  restoration  of  our 
lurrency  to  a  sound  condition,  and  adopted  mea- 
ures  equally  vigorous  for  producing  so  desirable  a 
result.  Such,  however,  has  not  been  the  course  of 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  all.  Indeed,  it  is  now 
iio  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  that  the  movement 
here,  in  relation  to  resuming  payments  in  specie, 
must  be  made  without  tlie  co-operation  of  any 
other  state. 

I  have  not  been   able  to  discover  any  adequate 

reason  why  the  banks  in  some  of  the  o'.her  slates, 

'    '        1  the  Atlantic  cities,  .could  not 

have'been  in  as  favorable  a  condition  to  resume  as 

our  own.     The  main  causes  whi'Ch  .led  to  the  sus- 


aifd  praiseworthy  efibrtshave  been  put  forth  to  pre 
pare  for  an  early  and  successful  resumption.  The 
institutions  in  that  city  have,  during  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments^  reduced  their  liabilities  more 
than  six  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Their  spe- 
cie during  the  same  period  has  increased  Irom  about 
$,■1,800,000,  to  more  than  .#3,5011,000,  to  which,  in 
Cfitiraating  their  ability  to  meet  their  engagements, 
shoiiUl  be  added  about  one  million  and  a  halfol 
dollars  purchased  and  ordered  from  abroad,  and  ex- 
pected to  arrive  early  in  the  ensuing  month.  The 
batiks  throughout  tlie  state  which  have  made  re- 
ports to  the  commissioners,  have  reduced  their  lia- 
bilities more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  their 
loans  and  discounts  about  the  same  amount,  and 
their  circulation  from  about  niue  millions  of  dollars 
to  about  four  millions. 

The  banking  institutions  of  this  state  are  there- 
fore in  the  best  condition  for  a  return  to  the  pay- 
ment of  specie,  and  appear  to  be  determined,  as 
they  certainly  should  be,  that  noetibrt  on  their  part 
shall  be  wanfing  to  place  the  state  and  its  busines; 
interests  in  the  most  desirable  position. 

The  reduction  of  discounts,  the  contraction  o 
circulation,  and  the  meaiiB  employed  to  procure  ; 
supply  of  specie— all  rendered   necessary  in  pre 


fal  state.  The  commercial  <lebt  abroad,  whi«h  \yas 
large  at  the  period  ef  susjiension,  and  the  pressing 
demand  for  which  was  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  that  calamity,  is  now  mpslly  paidolforarianged; 
foreign  exchanges  are  decidedly  iii  our  favor,  the 
precious  metals  instead  of  being  in  demand  for  ex- 
portation, are  coming  into  the  country  in  great 
abundance  from  every  quarter. 

In  a  state  of  things  so  favorable  to  a  general  re- 
sumption, it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  with  pro- 
per preparatory  measures  the  banks  in  most  parts 
of  the  union,  if  they  had  been  in  concert,  or  with 
reference  to  tlic  general  prosperity  of  the  country, 
rai"-ht  have  been  in  a  situation  to  resume  specie  pay- 
melits  as  early  as  the  period  fixed  on  for  that  pur- 
pose \>y  the  banks  of  this  state.  It  is  not  to  be  de- 
nied that  these  preparatory  measures,  whenever  re- 
sorted to,  must  lead  to  a  temporary  increase  of  em- 
barrassments in  most  branches  of  business.  While 
one  place  or  section  of  the  country  submits  to  the 
sacrifices  which  resiilt  from  these  unavoidable  mea- 
sures, for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  evils  of  a 
disordered  currency,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  other 
parts  of  the  union  wouM  not  be  so  far  misled  by 
any  narrow  views  of  temporary  and  local  interest, 
s  to  decline  the  like  sacrifices  and  refuse  a  ready 


For  the  pnr[ioses  of  thistommunication,  it  is  not 
important  to  determine  the  cause  or  the  motive  that 
has  influcnceil  the  conduct  of  those  institutions 
which  h-ave  refused  to  co-operate  with  ours  in  the 
measure  of  resumption.  It  is  now  reduced  to  a 
moral  cerlaintv  that  there  will  be  no  general  ino>-e- 
ment  on  this  "subject,  and  that  the  banks  of  this 
slate  will  enter  into  that  measure  without  the  co- 
operation—and I  wish  I  could  say  they  would  be 
permitted  to  maintain  themselves  i.Q  it  without  the 
open  or  covert  .hostility — of  those  which  cannot  or 
will  not  unite  with  them  or  immediately  follow  their 
example. 

The  suspension  law  of  fhe  last  session  expires  on 
tfitli  of  May  next,  and  the  banks  ill  the  cily  ol 


parin.  for  Tesumption-ha^^^lo™;'" I.TaWly"  n'pon  |  concurrence  in  a  course  of  proceeding  so  essential 
almosl  all  classes  ol  our  citizens,  and  been  part.cu-    to  the  general  prosperity 
larly  iujuriou.?  to  those  branches  of  business  which 
required  the  use  of  large  capita!3,ordepeBdeci  upon 
credit  for  success. 

Owing  to  causes  alluded  to  in  my  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  our  constituents  in 
all  parts  of  the  state  shared  largely  in  the  distress- 
es which  preceded  and  immediately  foliuwed  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  Such  was  the  case 
in  an  especial  manner  with  the  citizens  ot  our 
great  commercial  emporium.  The  loss  of  about 
fifteen  millions  of  capital  by  the  fire  of  December, 
1S35— the  interruption  of  business  by  the  unparal- 
leled commercial  revulsion  which  soon  followed 
that  disastrous  event— the  sudden  withdrawal  from 
deposile  in  the  midst  of  all  this  depression,  ,of  trn 
millions  of  public  money— all  having  occurred 
wilhin  the  space  of  about  twenty-seveu  months,  co 
operate  with  other  considerations  to  induce  th 
le^-islature  to  extend  its  aid  in  an  efficient  manner, 
if'it  should  become  necessary,  to  shield  our  insti- 
tutions from  threatened  hostility,  ami  thereby  to 
protect  and  foster  the  general  interests  o(  the  peo- 
l>le  It  is  also  proper  to  remark,  that  about  three 
Iniliions  of  the  amount  of  deposites  withdrawn  Irom 
the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  were  appor- 
tioned to  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  he 
state  and  loaned  to  the  citizens  thereo  under  he 
"law  of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the  surplus 
moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  also  another  feature  in  the  case  present- 
ed bv  the  depressed  state  of  buslnes.s  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  which  should  not  pass  withoutobserva- 
tion  A  lar^e  portion  of  the  trade  of  that  city  is 
transacted  with  distant  sections  of  the  union  The 
causes  which  have  operated  so  extensively  to  de- 
range the  general  eurrency  of  the  country,  have 
produced  the  most  serious  effects  in  the  staes  son  h 
and  west.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  bunks 
in  thit  vast  and  important  region,  have  not  been 
influenced  in  an  equal  degree  by  the  considerations 
which  have  controlled  our  institutions  and  brought 
them  into  a  sound  condition;  but  that,  on  the  con- 


land  would  ther~eiitter  gradually  disappear,  and  we 
should  be  cheered  by  a  season  of  wonted  pros- 
perity. 

I  regret  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  announce  to 
you  that  these  pleasing  anticipations  are  not  likely 
to  be  realized,  and  to  exhibit  to  you  a  much  less  in- 
viting prospect — a  prospect  in  which  our  banks 
will  not  only  have  to  commence  without  co-opera- 
tion in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  but  «  ill, 
for  some  time  at  least,  have  to  stand  alone,  and 
struggle  not  only  with  the  inevitable  difficulties  of 
such  a  measure,"but  with  others,  perhaps,  superadd- 
ed to  them,  arising  from  the  condition,  and  possibly 
from  the  hostility  of  non-specie  paying  banks  in 
other  states. 

Surrounded  on  all  sides,  as  we  shall  be,  by  banks 
emitting  irredeemable  paper,  it  is  not  perhaps  un- 
charitable to  indulge  a   fear  that  they  may  consult 
their  .own   interest  by  making  efibrts  to  embarrass 
and  circumscribe  the  operations  of  our  institutions 
with  a  view  of  securing  to  themselves  the  benefils 
of  an   extensive   circulation   of  their   bills  in  this 
state.     In   this   manner  we    may  be  deprived   of  a 
aufllcieut  supply  of  a  sound  currency,  and  in  our 
necess-ities  be  forced  to  use  their  depreciated  paper 
and  thereby  minister  to  their  interest  while  they  are 
persisting,'contrary  to  good  policy  and  in  violation 
oftheirown  obligations,  in  holding  themselves  in 
an  irredeemable  slate.     But  assuming,  as  it  is  pro- 
per perhaps  that  we  sliould  do.  that   the  relusal  of 
the  banks  of  other  states  to  unite  with  ours  in  re- 
suming, is  owing  to  a  convention  on  their  part  that 
they  are  not  in  a<;ondition  to  sustain  themselves  in 
that   measure,  they  will  undoubtedly  avail  them- 
selves of  the  means  which  the  resumption  in  this 
slate  will  afford  them,  to  recover  from  their  weak- 
ness, and  transfer  to  themselves  the  resources  wdiich 
our  institutions  have,  at  considerable  expense,  pro- 
vided for  their  own  security.     Banks  that  persist  in 
issuing  an  irredeemable  currency  will  by  the  use  of 
it  be  enabled  to  possess  themselves  of  claims  against 
sncli  as  have  resumed,  and  by  exacting  specie  and 
refusing  to  pay  it  in  satisfaclion  of  deu.ands  against 
themscTves,   they   will    be    cnabh-d  to  imiiair  and 
eventually  exhaust  the  rescuices  of  the  latter  insti- 
tutions unless   they   circumscribe    within    narrow 
limits  their  accommodations  to  the  public.    Situated 
as  our  banks  are  in  relation  to  those  in  the  Aflanlic 
cities  which  have  announced  their  determination  to 
«ontinue  the  issue  of  an  irredeemable  rurrcncy — 
consiilering  the  amount  of  their  cajiilal  and  their 
esnurces  and  the  probable  conscquenccsof 
attempt    by  them  confedcraled  and  co- 
operating in  favor  of  tlie  suspension  policv.or  even 
by  the  United  States  Bank  of  feni.-yh^uiia  alone, 
wilh   a    ca])ital   much   larger   tlum    llie   aggregateil 
capitals  of  all  the  banks  iii  the  city  of  New  York— 
to  withdraw  the  specie  which  has  been  collected  by 
our  institutions  as  a  necessary  preparatory  step  to 
resumption: — and  looking  to  the  deplorable  effecls 
which  would  result  in  the  remote   contingency  of 
being  obliged  by  the  aggressions  of  the  non-specie 
paying  banks,  or  other  untoward  evenls.  to  suspend 
a  second    time;  every   consideration   of  prudence 
uill  induce  our  banks  to  proceed  wilh  the   utmost 
circumspection  and  to  confine  their  operations  with- 


th,.  ....,  ,  ~ 

Ni'W  York  lunedclermiued  to  resume  the  payi 

of  all  demands  aL'ainst  them  in  specie  on  the  10th    ,    - 

of  that  month.     The  country   banks  of  this  state    in  perfectly  safe  limKs 

are  prepared  to  take  the  eame'step  at  the  same  lime.        If  there  were  no  other  object  to  answer  than  the 

'and  all  cla.sses  and  interests,  it  is  believed,  are  rea-    success  of  the  attempt  lo  resume,  the  subject  would 
Ivtoaid  those  efforts  by  a  generous  confidence  and    be  presented  to  us  in  a  much  less  imposing  aspect, 

■'  ...         1  ,    ■,_.,,.-. :.,.,4:i. ,.;„„„  ..,;n    and  inlerposilion  by  the  legislature   might   not  he 

deemed  necessary;  bnt  if  the  banks  are  to  continue 
in  their  present  contracted  state  aftf  r  thty  have  re- 
sumed, and  particularly  if  the  circumstances  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  and  others  of  an  obvious 
character,  are  likely  to  ri-quire  further  contraction 
on  their  pait,  very  few  indeed  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  anticipated  from  a  return  to  specie  pay- 
ments will  be  realized.  Though  they  discharge - 
their  obligations  in  the  legal  currency,  if  Ihey  con- 
tinue to  reduce  their  discounts,  or  if  they  do  not 
gradually  expand,  the  juiblic  w'ill  not  be  essentially 
relieved;  the  laboring  classes  will  look  in  vain  for 
their  accuslomed  employment;  most  kinds  of  agri- 
cultural products  will  decline  in  price  ;  our  manu- 
facturing establishments  cannot  be  put  in  successful 
operation;  various  branches  of  mechanical  business 
will  be  deprived  of  a  wdiolesome  degree  of  encour- 
agement; trade  will  continue  in  its  present  depress- 
ed condition;  the  disorders  of  the  currency  will  be 
but  partially  removed,  and  the  immoral  practices 


„pproval.  I  do  not  doubt  that  our  institutions  will 
sustain  themselves,  whatever  may  be  the  course 
pursued  by  the  banks  in  other  states;  but  the  effects 
of  this  measure  upon  the  business  concerns  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  will  depend  in  a  great  degree 
upon  the  relation  in  which  ourtianks  will  be  placed 
in  reference  to  those  in  other  jiarls  of  the  union; 
and  in  an  especial  manner  to  those  in  the  neighbor- 
ing Atlantic  cities.  If  all.  or  nearly  all  the  banks 
in^the  principal  commercial  places  had  resolved,  as 
it  was  anticipated  a  short  lime  since  they  would  do. 
to  resume  at  al)out  the  same  period,  and  had  enter- 
ed upon  that  course  earnestly,  in  good  faith,  and 
with  kindly  feelings  towards  each  other,  they  would 
have  met  with  few  difficulties;  they  might  probably 
have  expected  mutual  forbearance  in  any  emergen- 
cy— and  certainly  would  have  had  no  cause  to  fear 
hostility  from  any  source  whatever.  Vigorous  and 
united  efforts  among  themselves  would  have  accel- 
lerated  the  return  of  public  confidence,  and  with  it 
they  would  have  been  at  once  in  a  condition  to 
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wliicli  spring  from  such  disorJers,  will  be  but  par-  I  banking  institutions— (hat  the  uncertain  period  of 
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tially  reined 

It  is  confidenlly  believed  that  the  interposition 
of  the  credit  of  the  state  in  case  an  enitri;uncy 
shall  arise  imperiously  demanding  a  resort  to  such 
a  measure,  would  give  success  to  the  eliorts  now 
malcing  to  correct  the  numerous  evils  which  have 
arisen  from  the  present  deranged  and  vitiated  state 
of  our  currency,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  such 
would  be  its  eiiljcts,  there  should  be  no  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  legislature  in  applying  the  re- 
medy. The  benefits  of  such  an  interposition  would 
be  general,  inasmuch  as  it  would  contribute  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  to  relieve  almost  all  branches 
of  business  from  depression,  and  all  classes  of  our 
citizens  from  the  inconveniences,  inseparable  from 
the  use  of  an  irredeemable  and  depreciated  paper. 
To  avoid  the  creation  of  a  new  stork  for  the 
express  purpose  of  being  loaned  to  the  banks  for  a 
long  perioil,  I  recommend  that  the  commissioners 
ot  the  canal  fund  be  authorized  to  issue  stock, 
■wliicli  it  is  now  certain  will  become  necessary 
within  a  few  years,  for  the  enlaigeinent  ofllie  Krie 


resumption  must  be  delayed  until  the  accomplish 
meiit  of  certain  pecuuiai-y  operations  and  polilical 
objects  which  are  distinctly  shadowed  forth  iii  his 
letter, — there  is  very  strong  reason  to  fear  that  the 
banks  of  t.'iis  state  will  not  be  ])erinilted  to  pursue 
the  course  which  they  have  resolved  to  take  with- 
out encouiiteringmoie  than  the  intrinsic  dilftculties 
of  the  measure.  I  am  confidently  persuaded  that  a 
vast  majority,  if  not  almost  the  entii-e  mass  of  our 
coiistitiicnls,  are  opposed  to.  and  will  expect  their 
representatives  and  public  functionaries  to  resist, 
the  policy  put  lorth  by  the  United  States  Bank,  of 
continuing;  the  issue  of  an  irredeemable  currency. 
In  the  division  which  will  spiing  from  the  extraor- 
dinary position  taken  upon  this  sulijecf,  the  people 
of  this  state,  and  its  banking  iiistilutions  will,  I 
trust,  be  (bund  among  the  fiiendsand  supporteis  of 
a  sound  cui-rency — a  currency  eiiuivalent  in  valiie, 
to  the  legal  standai-d;  ami  v\iil  be  arrayed  against 
the  policy  of  continuing  the  issue  of  irredeemable 
paper.  To  cai-ry  out  their  views  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  to  sustain  ourinstilutinns  in  the  measure  of 


canal,  and  the  completion  of  the  Black  liver  and  •resumption,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  evih  of  a  de- 
Uenesee  va  ley  canals,  and  it  tlieappreheiidcdfiner-  based  ciixulating  m.-dium,  I  cannot  doubt  that  they 
gcney  should  arise  ilemanding  its  use,  to  loan  it  to  I  will  appiovc  of  the  interposition  by  the  le-'islature. 
the  banlcs,  requii-ing  of  them  the  most  ample  seen-  in  the  manner  I  have  suggesteil,  or  in  aTiy  other 
rily  lor  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  more  eflicient  manner  that  may  be  devised.'  View- 
tne  reimbui-sment  of  the  principal   IVom    time   to    ing  this  subject  in  reference  to  the  pi'esont  posture 


lime,  as  the  money  may  be  wanted  in  the  pi-ogi-es- 
ol  these  works. 

The  amoiint  necessary  for  the  completion  of  these 
Works,  will  exceed  the  sum  which  may  be  required, 
in  aiiy  event  to  sustain  our  slate  institutions  against 
hostile  attacks  from  whatever  quarter  they  may 
come,  anil  to  enable  them  to  grant  such  assistance 
as  will  invigorate  all  branches  of  industry,  call  forth 
the  enei-gics  of  the  slate,  and  give  an  onward  move- 
meiit  to  its  business  concerns.  .-Vlthough  intelligent 
merchants  and  bankers  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
not  probably  be  necessary  to  use  the  credit  of  the 
state,  yet  it  may  be  olhervvise,  and  the  recent  expo- 
sition of  the  views  and  poliej'  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  increases  the  apprehensions  that  a 
cnsis  Will  arise  in  which  the  credit  of  the  stale  to 
some  extent  may  be  reqnii-ed.  With  a  view  of 
making  ample  provision  Ibr  anv  such  exigency,  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  authority  should  be 
given,  in  the  manner  sii^-gested,  to  issue  stock  tor 
the  contemplated  purpose  to  the  amount  of  six  or' 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  This  recomin-ndation 
does  not,  it  will  be  perceived,  promise  the  Creation 
ol  a  stock,  and  eventually,  if  need  be,  the  raisino- 
of  money  expiessly  for  sustaining  the  banks  in  tul 
measure  of  resumption  and  retrieving  IVom  their 
present  depression  the  business  concerns  of  the 
people,  but  it  suggests  for  these  highly  important 
purposes,  that  the  moneys  which  it^is  known  will 
be  required  for  the  public  works  ah-eadv  aiilhorized 
by  law,  should  be  raised  a  short  lime'  belbi-e  they 
are  wanted  for  expenditure.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  the  power 
hereliy  recommended  to  beinvesteil  in  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  canal  fund,  but  the  consequences 
which  would  result  to  the  state  at  large  in  case  the 
contingency  which  might  require  its  exeicise should 
happen  would  be  so  exlrei.nely  injurious,  that  [ 
deem  it  expedient  that  the  measure  herein  sug^-est- 
ed,  or  some  one  of  a  similar  character,  should  be 
adopted. 

A  new  interest  is,  in  my  opinion,  given  to  the 
subject  I  have  presenled,  and  much  force  is  ailded 
to  the  considerations  in  favor  of  the  measure  I  have 
recommended,  by  the  course  of  conduct  which  it 
is  the  avowed  intention  of  the  United  Stales  Bank 
of  Philadelphia  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  resump- 
tion. Had  the  determination  to  oppose  a  return  to 
specie  payments,  and  the  bold  avowal  of  the  policy 
of  maintaining  irredeemable  issues,  come  from  any 
other  quarter,  they  would  have  caused  much  less 
sijrprise  and  regret.  This  institution  has  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  possesses  by 
the  terms  of  its  charter,  much  more  than  ordinary 
banking  powers  and  privileges— it  lias  its  agencies 
and  long  established  business  connexions  in^almosl 
every  slate  in  the  union— it  enjoys  an  extensive 
credit,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  Europe;  and 
its  resources  derived  from  thi.?  considei-ation  alone, 
are  immense,  it  most  confideiitly  relies,  as  appear.^ 
by  the  language  of  its  president,  upon  the  subser- 
viency of  the  banks  of  ali  the  stales  except  New- 
York,  in  falling  into  its  views  and  co-operaliii"  with 
it  in  carrying  them  into  elfect.  When  this  formi- 
dable power,— I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
this  formidable  combination  of  powers, — is  arrayed 
against  the  measure  of  resuming  specie  payments, 
and  has  become  the  open  chainpior;  of  the  suspen- 
pension  policy,  and  the  advocate  of  an  irredeemable 
currency— when  it  is  pfiblicly  announced  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  Bank— llie  central 
power,  as  it  may  be  called,  of  a  confederation  of 


pi'esont  po: 
of  our  pecuniary  all'airs,  to  the  embarrassment 
which  almost  all  branches  of  business  are  involved, 
and  especially  in  reference  to  the  attempt,  by  a  for- 
midable moneyed  power,  to  ]irolongthe  suspension 
of  sjiecie  payments  beyond  the  period  imposed  by 
necessity,  I  believe  the  present  crisis  must  be  gen- 
erally regai-ded  as  one  in  which  it  is  "the  duty  of 
Ihe  state  to  stand  forth  in  its  sti-englh,  and  by'tlie 
use  of  its  credit  and  the  sanction  of  its  name,  to 
shield  its  in,;tilutions  and  its  citizens  from  harm." 
I  am  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  olherdepartmenls 
of  the  government  in  every  proper  ellorl  that  shall 
promise  such  a  result. 

\V.  L.  MAKCY. 
EXECFTIVE  CnAMBrr.,  I 

Albany,  April  12,  1838.  J 

SYSTEM  OF  DEFENCE. 
In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  April  10,  1S38. 

The  resolution  offered  some  time  since  by  Mr, 
Davis,  calling  on  the  department  for  information  to 
enable  the  senate  to  determine  what  fortifications 
might  be  diminished  and  dispenseil  with,  and 
whether  a  system  of  defence,  by  Ihe  aid  of  steam 
batteries,  would  not  be  more  economical  ami  effi- 
cient than  the  present  sysem,  coming  up  for  con- 
.sideration, 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  wished  to  offer  a  few  words  ol' 
explanation,  though  the  resolutions  spoke  pretly 
distinctly  lor  themselves.  They  looked  to  rather 
an  important  end,  and  he  desii'ed,  therefore,  to  call 
to  them,  particularly,  the  altention  of  the  senate 
and  of  the  executive  dep-arlinenl  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  government  was  now  in  want  of  funds,  run 
agrounil,  as  had  been  said  by  the  senator  irorn  Mis- 
souri. It  was  too  true  that,  nolwilhstanding  th;'re 
had  lately  been  a  great  surplus,  a  treasui'y  full  to 
overflowing,  at  thelast  session  a  loan  of  g;10,000,- 
000  to  the  government  had  been  jirovided  for;  and 
now,  in  the  other  house,  a  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  for  a  loan  of  -i^lO, 000,000  more, 
which,  in  all,  would  make  a  loan  tothe  governmeut 
of  .$'20,000.000  within  the  present  year.  This 
amount,  a  short  time  ago,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered much  more  than  enough  for  the  annual  uses 
of  the  govei-nmenl;  but  it  seemed  that  it  was  now 
required  in  addition  to  the  current  revenue.  Mr.  j 
D.  however,  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  the 
treasury  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  were  in  an 
embarrassed  condition,   and   that,   too,   when   the 

iitry  geneially  was  at  peace  and  free  from  a  pub- 
lic debt.  These' resolution."  were  deaiscned  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
government  to  the  defeiices  of  the  Atlantic  fi'on- 
tier,  for  the  purpose  of  an  examination,  to  ascer- 
tain what  might  be  done  in  re;;ai-d  to  them,  in  the 
way  of  economy  as  well  as  efiicicncy.  When  those 
fortifications  were  commenceil,  we  had  recently 
come  out  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which  the 
.Atlantic  frontier  had  suffered  much  annoyance, 
commerce  having  been  obstructed,  and  some  small 
towns  destroyed,  and  others  menaced.  It  was, 
therefore,  felt  to  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  frontier;  and  it  might  be  said  that, 
feeling  the  evils  of  that  war,  they  went  rather  to 
the  opposite  extreme  in  preparing  for  its  defence, 
that  it  might  not  be  foiind  again  in  the  same  ex- 
posed condition.  A  board  of  engineers  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  coast,  ami  report  to  govern- 
ment an  efficient  system  of  defence,  to  be  ready 
when  another  war  should  occur,  which  was  not  im- 


probable. This  board,  with  a  distinguished  French 
engineer  at  its  head,  reported  a  system  of  forlifica- 
lions,  extensive  and  sullicicntly  complete,  though 
to  say  that  it  would  afford  entire  protection  would 
be  nnlrue.  The  first  class  of  forlilications  were  of 
stupendous  dimensions,  designed  to  protect  the 
large  towns  and  other  important  points  that  were 
most  assailable.  The  subordinate  classes  were  also 
on  a  scale  pi-oportioiialely  large.  Congress  em- 
braced this  sysleui,  and  proceeded  to  carry  it  into 
elfect.  ^ 

Mr.  D.  thought  it  was  now  important  to  look  at 
It.  Though  it  was  doubtless  best  that  the  country 
should  be  well  protected  against  invasion,  he  had  at 
all  limes  given  his  votes  to  sustain  Ibis  system  with 
some  degree  of  reluctance,  uniler  the  belief  that  it 
was  an  overgrown  system.  He  had  now  before 
liim  the  original  estimate  of  the  three  classes  of  for- 
tifications, and  he  found  that  ihe  engineers  csti- 
Uiated  the  whole  cost  at  about  #'18,000,000.  He 
had  the  curiosity  also  to  look  at  the  actual  expeii- 
diturei  on  those  Ibrls  that  were  said  to  be  complet- 
ed, which  were  ten  or  twelve  in  nuiiiber,  and  he 
lound  that  their  construction  had  cost  just  about 
twice  as  much  as  w.is  originally  estimated  by  the 
engineers.  At  that  rate  this  system,  when  "com- 
pleted, would  hare  cost  at  least  #.'10,000,000;  and 
then  wh.at  followed?  This  would  be  the  simple  ex- 
pense of  construction  alone;  they  must  subsequent- 
ly be  armed,  manned,  and  maintained. 

Twenty  yeais  had  now  nearly  elapsed  since  this 
process  was  couiineiiced;  and  Mr.  D.  asked  w  liether, 
during  that  lime,  there  had  not  been  changes  in  the' 
countiy  which  demanded  that  we  should  look  into 
the  system,  and  see  whether  it  ought  not  in  justice 
to  be  modihed.  Mr.  D.  had  now  referred  to  steam 
as  a  means  of  defence.  It  was  true  that  at  the  time 
when  the  system  was  adopted, steam,  as  a  means  of 
defence,  was  not  unknown;  it  was  experimented 
upon  to  some  extent,  but  it  was  not  so  inaturcd  as 
to  he  very  materially  regarded  in  providing  for  the 
deleiice  of  this  frontier.  But  inquiry  iiitothis  sub- 
ject, and  the  employment  of  steam  in  Ihe  civil  ma- 
rine, had  now  more  fully  developed  its  character, 
and  shown  that  it  could  be  employed  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  agents  in  the  ilelence  of  the  country. 
The  question,  therefore,  arose,  whether  there  ought 
not  to  be  some  inodificulions  in  the  present  system, 
and  wdiether  it  might  not  be  expedient  lo  abandon 
some,  and  to  diminish  others  of  the  existing  and 
piojected  forlificalioiis. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  D.   by  no  means   wished  lo 
lessen  the  efficiency  of  the   defences  of  the  coun- 
try; but  he   desired  that  there  should  be  no  unne- 
cessary  expenditure   of   the   public    money;  and, 
above   all,   he   would   not   unnecessarily   lay  such' 
loundatioiiS  as  HouM  render  it  necessaiy  or  expe- 
dient to  maintain  a  lai'ge  standing  army.     The  lorce 
necessary  lo  man  these  fortifications  was  set  down 
in  these  estimates  at  nearly  38,000  in  time  of  war, 
and  in  time  of  peace  at  about  5,000;  and  it  was  well 
known  that   subjects  of  this  sort  were  always  pre- 
sented lo  congri'ss  in  the  most  favorable  aspect;  and 
thei-efnre  the  38,000  and   5,000  might  be  consider- 
eil  as  the  minimum  nuinbeis;  and  if  the  same   rule 
should  be  ajiplied  as   was  found  applicable  to  the 
expenditures,  it  would  turn  out  that  the  numbers 
of  men  must  be  doubled.     But  at  least,  though  Mr. 
D.  did  not  pretend  to  accuracy  in  his  own  estimates 
on  this  subject,  he  knew  full  well  that  the  38,000 
and  5,000  men  wcie  putdown  as  the  smallest  num- 
bers.    He  would  not  estimate  the  expense  of  main- 
taining  Ihese  men,  though  he  believcilit  was  placed 
by  the  dep-irlment  at  about   #300  a  year  for  each 
man.     But  it  was  not  for  that   particularly  that  he 
objected  to  a  standing  army;  and   he  meant  in  no 
way  to  disparage  our  troops  in  saying  that  a  stand- 
ing army  was  ill  its  very  nature  uncongenial  to  our 
institutions.     Its  synipatliies  were  of  course  with 
the  goveiniiienl,  and   not  with  the  people;  it  drew 
ilssiinport  out  of  the  treasury,  and  its  sympathies 
woiilci  follow  the  power  that  directly  inaintaiiicd  if. 
It  would  therefore    be  effectively   in   the  hands  of 
the   government;  and,  whenever  the   government 
chose  to  turn  it  lo  its   own  purposes,  it  might  turn 
it  against  the  people  themselves  and  the  liberties  of 
the'country;  anil  his  having  the  power  to  do  so 
made  it  a   dangerous   engine    in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  of  a  free  government      The   inslitulion 
of  the  militia  was  of  revolutionary  origin;  and,  al- 
though it  had  been  ridiculed,  yet  it  must  be  regard- 
ed, by  every  caulious  friend  of  republican  princi- 
ples, as  the  only  safe  force  for  a  free  people,  because 
the  citizen  soldier  was  the  only  one  that  could  be 
relied  on  for  the  support  of  liberly.     On  these  ac- 
counts, especially,  it   was  very  desirable   Ihat  the 
number  of  staiiiling  troops  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  should  be  as  small  as  was  possibly  consist- 
ent wiih  its  safety. 

Mr.  D.  had  said  in  the  outset  that  the  treasury 
was  embarrassed,  and  all  admitted  that  it  was  so 
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There  had  been.  Ion-  ai;o,  a  call  ior  great  econo- 
my, lor  limited  expenditures,  lor  a  t,eneral  relorm; 
and  vet  had  there  "been  any  sort  ot  relorm  in  the 
expenditures?  And  if  there  had  been,  where  was 
it?  The  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  was  de- 
nounced for  its  prodigality,  for  the  great  nnmber  ol 
its  officers,  for  its  extravagant  expenditures  ot  mo- 
ney; and  if  all  this  could  have  been  shown,  Mr.  D. 
would  have  gone  into  any  company  to  correct  the 
evil.  But  had  the  expenditures  of  the  government 
been  ever  dimiiiished,  in  any  branch  nl  public  ser- 
vice? Had  the  number  of  its  otiicers  been  ever  re- 
duced? Had  a  system  of  relorm  been  carried  out 
in  any  manner?  If  so,  Mr.  D.  had  never  been 
aware'  of  it.  The  blue  book  would  show  that  the 
nnmber  of  otficers  had,  on  the  contrary,  been  great- 
ly increased.  Nor  had  their  .salaries  been  dimin- 
ished. Mr.  D.  was  not  aware  that  the  salary  of 
one  individual  among  them  had  been  diminished 
for  the  last  nine  years;  on  the  contrary,  he  knew, 
and  every  gentleman  who  heard  hiin  knew,  that 
whenever  the  subject  was  touched  at  all  in  congress 
their  salaries  had  been  raised,  and  that  in  very 
many  instances.  There  was,  then,  no  great  relorm 
in  all  this.  Mr.  Adam's  administralion  had  expend- 
ed about  #12,000,000,  annually,  and  in  1836-'7  the 
expenditure  had  risen  to  more  than  f  30,000,000  a 
year. 

Mr.  D.  was  at  an  utter  loss  how  to  see  where 
there  had  been  any  reform  or  retrenchment.  He 
hoped  for  something  from  this  matter,  if  such  an- 
swers were  made  as'he  had  reason  to  expect  lo  the 
resolutions.  He  hoped  for  a  saving  in  this  branch 
of  the  expenditures,  if  the  information  came  in  sea- 
son to  be  used  when  the  appropriation  bills  should 
come  under  consideration. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  show,  in  detail,  the  great 
advantages  that  might  be  exjiected  from  the  use  ol 
steam-batteries,  especially  in  keeping  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war  out  of  our  bays  and  sounds,  keeping 
our  commerce  open,  and  our  towns  and  villages 
more  free  from  danger  and  alarm.  He  urged,  also, 
that  Great  Britain,  by  using  them  on  her  part, 
would  ultimately  compel  us  to  use  them,  willing  or 
not,  which  we  might  do  with  great  comparative 
advantage,  having  the  means  and  the  materials  at 
hand  in  ail  uarts  of  the  country,  while  their  depots 
must  be  at  Halifax  and  Bermuda.  He  insisted  that 
it  was  high  time  for  the  government  to  enter  into 
an   inquiry  on   this  subject  with  zeal  and  earnest- 


steam  batteries  they  would  be  immensely  more  ef- 
feciive,  so  as  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  our  waters, 
and  force  them  to  sea,  where  Ihey  could  not  live, 
except  at  a  distance  from  the  coast.  This  would 
be  a  great  advantage,  and  give  the  greatest  possible 
security  to  the  country- 
Alter  some  remarks'  from  Mr.  Bevlon  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  lo. 


He  said  we  all  remembered  how  the  population 
of  Chesapeake  bay  were  harassed,  the  shipping  de- 
stroyed, the  trade  upon  this  great  inland  through- 
faro'  completely  cut  up,  by  British  vessels  that  had 
possession  of  this  highway,  while  we  had  no  means 
of  resisting  their  depredations.  To  obviate  this, 
we  had  built  two  fortilications  at  an  outlay  of  from 
three  to  four  millions,  to  secure  Hamjiton  Roads, 
but  these  did  not  shut  an  enemy  out  of  tlie  bay. 
They  only  served  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  our  own 
vessels,  and  this  was  a  great  point  gained.  If  we 
now  added  a  small  fleet  of  heavy  armed  steamers  to 
the  defence  of  this  water,  no  vessel  or  vessels 
would  dare  enter  it,  whatever  might  be  their  force, 
for  if  they  should  be  becalmed  or  come  to  anchor, 
or  become  incapable  of  being  worked  from  any 
cause,  they  must  be  sacrificed  to  even  a  single  bat- 
tery, that  choose  its  own  position,  and  destroy 
them,  while  it  would  be  little  exposed  to  danger. 
The  hazard,  therefore,  of  entering  bays  and  interior 
waters  against  such  a  force  was  so  imminent  that 
few  wouTd  incur  it,  unless  aided  by  steam.  If, 
therefore,  we  relied  more  on  this  kind  of  defence 
and  less  on  large  fortifications,  our  internal  trade 
would  be  left  to  its  free,  uninterrupted  action,  and 
we  should  enjoy  all  the  vast  benefits  of  it  in  time 
of  war,  and  'the  inhabitants  and  their  property 
would  cease  to  be  molested.  This  kind  of  force 
had  at  all  times  this  great  advantage;  it  could  be 
sud.lenly  concentrated  and  be  brought  to  bear  with 
all  its  power  where  emergencies  called  lor  it. 

And  in  regard  to  Long  Island  sound,  one  end  of 
it  was  closed  in,  with  the  exception  of  the  narrow 
passage  of  East  river,  while  the  other  was  too  wide 
open  to  be  fortified;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? The  British  had  entered  the  sound  with 
their  ships  of  war,  and  blockaded  the  whole  adja- 
cent coast,  had  confined  the  vessels  in  the  ports, 
and  stopped  the  intercourse,  so  that  while  flour 
could  not  be  sold  here  and  at  Baltimore,  in  the  east 
it  brought  $1R,  and  could  hardly  be  procured  at  all,' 
because  it  had  to  be  transported  by  land;  whereas, 
if  steam  batteries  had  been  used,  the  way  would 
probably  have  been  kept  open.  Mr.  D.  had  liltle 
hesitation  in  saying  that  a  few  batteries  of  this  sort 
would  afl'ord  more  effectual  piotection  than  any 
system  of  prolcclion  which  could  be  employed. 
Fortifications  were  also  necessarry  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  batteries  themselves,  and  the  defence 
of  the  important  points  of  the  country,  but  with  the 


MR.  WEBSTER'S  SPEECH, 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Calkoan— March  22,  1838. 

On  Thursday,  the  22d  of  iMarch,  Mr.  Calhoun  de- 
hvered  the  speech  which  was  published  in  our  last,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Webster's  speech  of  March  12.  When 
he  liad  concluded,  Mr.  Webster  immedialely  rose,  and 
addressed  die  sena'e  as  fjUows; 

Mr.  Fkesident:  I  came  rather  late  to  the  senate  this 
morning,  and  happening  to  meet  a  friend  on  the  ave- 
nue, I  was  admonished  by  him  to  hasten  my  sieps,  as 
"li.e  war  was  to  be  carried  into  Atrica,"  and  I  w  as  ex- 
pected to  be  annihilated.  I  lost  no  time  in  following 
the  advice,  sir,  suice  it  would  be  awkward  for  one  to 
be  annihilaied  without  knowing  any  thing  about  it. 

W  ell,  sir,  the  war  has  been  brought  into  Alrica.  'The 
honorable  member  has  made  an  expedition  into  regions 
as  distant  from  the  subject  of  this  debate  as  the  orb  of 
Jupiier  is  from  ihat  of  our  earth.  He  has  spoken  of  die 
larilf,  of  slavery,  and  of  the  late  war.  Of  all  this  I  do 
not  complain.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  be  his  pleasure  to 
allude  to  all,  or  any  of  these  topics,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  I  am  ready  at  all  times  to  hear  hint. 

Sir,  this  carrying  the  war  into  Africa,  which  has  be- 
come so  common  a  phrase  among  us,  is,  indeed,  imi- 
tating a  great  example;  but  it  is  an  exainple  \vhich  is 
lot  always  followed  by  success.  In  the  first  place,  sir, 
.very  man,  though  he  be  a  man  of  talent  and  genius, 
is  not  a  Scipio;  and  in  the  next  place,  as  I  recollect  this 
part  of  Roman  and  Carihagenian  history — the  gentle- 
man may  be  more  accurate — but  as  I  recollect  it,  when 
Scipio  resolved  upon  carrying  the  war  into  Africa, 
Hannibal  was  not  at  home.  Now,  sir,  I  am  very  httle 
like  Hannibal,  but  I  am  at  home;  and  when  Scipio 
Africanus  S>mh  Carolinaensis  brings  the  war  into  my 
territories,  I  shall  not  leave  their  defence  to  Asdrubal 
nor  Syphax,  nor  any  body  else.  I  meet  fiim  on  the 
shore,  at  his  landing,  and  propose  but  one  contest, 
"Concurritur; 
"Aut  cita  mors,  aut  victoria  leeta.'' 

Mr.  President,  1  had  made  up  my  mind  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  confine  himself  to  a  reply, 
ill  the  ordinary  way,  I  would  not  say  another  syllable. 
But  he  has  not  done  so.  He  has  gone  otTinto  subjects 
quite  remote  from  all  connexion  with  revenue,  com- 
merce, finance,  or  sub-treasuries,  and  invites  to  ci  dis- 
cussion which,  however  uiiinteresring  to  the  public  at 
the  present  moment,  is  too  personal  to  be  declined  by 


He  says,  sir,  that  I  had  undertaken  to  compare  my 
pohiical  character  and  conduct  vvilii  his.  Far  from  it. 
1  a!tenip:ed  no  such  thing.  I  compared  the  gentleman's 
political  opinions  at  different  limes,  with  one  another, 
and  expressed  decided  opposition  to  those  which  he 
now  holds.  And  I  did,  certainly,  advert  to  the  gen- 
eral tone  and  drift  of  the  pendeman's  sentimenis  and 
c.\pressionF.  '-■:  '  .n  \-.  ::r  ;':■■,  in  their  bearing  on 
the  union,  u. I',  ,:     il,         1  ihought  they  deserv- 

ed; hut  Ini  ,  ,       '  "1  between  mm  and 

myself.  !!'■  i,  m-  n,  ::i  r  nnr,  :i  he  pleases, and  when 
he  pleases.  Sfeking  noihing  of  diis  kind,  1  avoid 
nothing.     Let  it  be  remembered,  Ihat  the   genlleman 


began  the 

t.iten  th.' 
triends  aii.l  ^ 
duct.     lie,, 

public  judL'i     V, 

that  on  M 
sides,  nt  diii'  n 
any  change  ii 
reason,  and  m 
to  sav  v\'lie(hei 
Biit,  sir,  bet; 
else  to  sav.     I 


hate    by  attemptinii 


to  e-diibit   a  contrast 

i   conduct  of  my 

ii  III   opinions  and  con- 

I      i  <■',.      i    ■!   inconsistency;  let  the 

I  I     i   ,  -  111  ,i!r  it  good.     He  says, 

I   cms   I  have   taken  different 

iiiu  .:  I.  t  him  show  it.  If  he  shows 
HiDijii,  1  shall  be  called  on  to  give  a 
■cuimi  lur  it.  1  leave  it  to  the  country 
s  yet,  lie  has  shown  any  such  thing, 
atlemptmg  that,  he  has  something 
had  piepaied,  it  seems,  to  draw 


ty-five  years  since  it  terminated.  He  woutd  leave  an 
impression  tliiu  I  opposed  it.  How?  I  was  not  in 
conitress  when  war  was  declared,  nor  in  public  life, 
anywhere,  I  w  as  pursuing  my  profession,  and  keeping 
company  with  judges,  sheriffs,  and  jurors,  and  plain- 
tifls  and  defendants.  If  I  had  been  in  congress,  and 
had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  hearing  the  honorable  gen- 
deman's  speeches,  lor  all  I  can  say,  1  might  have  con- 
curred with  him.  But  I  was  not  in  public  life.  I  never 
had  been,  fur  a  single  hour;  and  was  in  no  situation, 
therefore,  to  oppose  or  to  support  the  declirauon  of 
war.  I  am  speaking  lo  the  fact,  sir;  and  if  the  genlle- 
man, has  any  fact,  let  us  know  it. 

Well,  sir,  I  came  in;o  congress  during  the  war.  I 
found  it  waged,  and  raging.  And  what  did  I  do  here 
to  oppose  it?  Look  to  the  journals.  Let  the  honorable 
gentleman  tax  his  memory.  Bring  up  any  thing,  it 
there  be  any  thing  to  bring  up — not  showing  errcr  of 
opinion,  but  showing  want  of  loyalty  or  fidelity  to  the 
country.  I  did  not  agree  to  all  that  was  proposed,  nor 
did  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  did  not  approve  of 
every  measure,  nor  did  he. 

The  war  had  been  preceded  by  the  restnclive  sys- 
tem and  the  embargo.  As  a  private  individual,  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  think  well  of  these  measures.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  the  cmbamo  annoyed  us  as  much  as  our 
enemies,  s\'liile  it  tiestroyed  the  business  and  cramped 
the  spirits  of  the  people. 

In  this  opinion  I  may  have  been  right  or  wroug,  but 
the  gentleman  was  himself  of  the  same  opinion.  He 
told  us,  the  other  day,  as  a  proof  of  his  independence 
of  party,  on  great  questions,  that  he  differed  with  his 
friends  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo.  He  was  de- 
cidedly and  unalterably  opposed  to  it.  It  furmshes,  m 
his  judgment,  therefore,  no  imputation  either  on  my 
patriotism,  or  the  s"undne.ss  of  my  pohncal  opinions, 
that  I  was  opposed  lo  it  also.  I  mean  opposed  in  opin- 
ion: for  I  was  not  in  congress,  and  had  noihing  to  do 
with  the  act  creating  the  embargo.  And  as  to  opposi- 
tion to  measures  for  carrying  on  the  war,  after  1  came 
inio  congress,  I  again  say,  let  the  gentleman  speedy — 
let  him  lay  his  finger  on  any  thing,  caUiag  for  an  an- 
swer, and  he  shall  have  an  answer. 

Mr.  President,  you  were  yourself  in  the  house  during 
a  considerable  part  of  this  time.  The  lionorable  gen- 
tleman may  make  a  witness  of  you.  He  may  make  a 
witness  of  any  body  else.  He  may  be  his  own  witness. 
Give  us  but  some  fact,  some  charge,  someihing  capa- 
ble in  itself  either  of  being  proved  or  disproved.  Prove 
any  thing,  not  consistent  with  honorable  and  pairiouc 
conduct,  and  I  am  ready  to  answer  it.  Sir,  1  am  glad 
this  subject  has  been  alluded  to,  in  a  manner  whichjus- 
lifies  ine  in  taking  public  notice  of  it;  because  I  am 
well  aware  that,  tor  ten  years  past,  infinite  pains  nave 
been  taken  to  find  somelhmg,  in  the  range  of  tucse 
topics,  which  might  creaie  prejudice  against  me  in  tlie 
countiy.  The  journals  have  all  been  pored  over,  and 
the  reports  ransacked,  and  scraps  of  paragraphs  and 
lialf  seniencis  have  been  collected,  put  together  in  .he 
falsest  manner,  and  then  made  to  flare  out,  as  if  there 
had  been  some  discovery.  But  all  this  failed.  The 
next  resort  was  to  supposed  correspondence.  My  let-^ 
tfis,.ii.  :,  ii'  I 'I,  to  learn  if,  m  the  confidence  ot 
pin  ,  ;.  ■  .  ir[i,  I  liad  neversaid  any  thing.wdiich  an 
(III  :i  .  '  ;.'   use  of.  With  this  view,  the  vicinuy 

1,1  ;:i  "i,,.:- 1  ;i  -ileiicehas  been  searched,  as  with  a 
lighted  caiidie.  ;Sew  rianipshire  has  been  explored, 
from  the  inouih  of  llie  Mcrrmiack  to  the  White  Hills. 
Inone  insiance  a  geiiilciuan  had  left  the  state,  g.me 
five  hundred  miles  off.  and  died.  His  papers  were  ex- 
amined, a  letter  was  found,  and  I  have  understood  it 
was  hii'Uglit  to  Washington,  a  conclave  was  held  to 
consider  it,  and  the  result  was,  ihat  if  there  w  as  not  ing 


parisons  himself.  He  had  intended  to  say  something, 
if  time  had  allowed!  Sir,  time  does  allow — time  must 
allow.  A  general  remark  of  that  kind  ought  not  to 
he,  cannot  be,  left  to  produce  its  eflijct,  when  that  ef- 
fect is  obviously  intended  to  be  unfavorable.  Why  did 
the  gendeman  allude  to  my  voles,  or  my  opinions,  res- 
pecting the  war,  at  all,  unless  he  had  something  to 
say?  Does  he  wish  to  leave  an  undefined  impression 
that  something  was  done,  or  soiiieilimg  said,  by  me, 
not  now  capable  of  defence  or  jusiilicatiuu?  someildng 
notreconcileable  with  true  patriodsni?  Hemeans  that, 
or  nothin".  And  now,  sir,  let  him  bring  the  matter 
forth:  let  nim  take  the  responsibility  of  the  acciisalion: 
let  him  state  his  fiicts.  1  am  here  to  answer:  I  am 
here,  this  da}',  to  answer.  Now  is  the  time,  and  now 
the  hour.  I  iliiiik  we  read,  sir,  that  one  of  tlic^  good 
spirits  would  not  briiitc  against  the  arch  enemy  of  man- 
kind a  railiiii;  accusation:  and  what  is  railing,  but  gen- 
eral reproach — an  imputauon,  without  fact,  time,  or 
circumstance?  Sir,  I  call  for  particulars.  'I'he  gen- 
tleman knows  my  whole  conduct  well:  indeed,  the 
journals  show  it  all,  from  the  moment  I  came  into  con- 
gress till  the  peace.  If  I  have  done,  then,  sir,  any 
thing  unpatnouc — any  thing  which,  as  far  as  love  lOj 
country  goes,  wall  not  bear  comparison  with  his,  or  any 
man's  conduct — let  it  now  be  stated.  Give  me  the 
fact,  the  time,  the  manner.  He  speaks  of  the  war 
that  wliich  we  call  the  late  war,  tliough  it  is  now  twen^ 


against  Mr.  Webster,  the  matter  had  better  be  let 

alone.  Sir,  I  hope  to  make  every  body  of  thai  opinion 
who  brings  against  nie  a  charge  of  want  of  patriolisni. 
Errors  of  opinion  can  be  found,  doululess,  on  many 
subjects;  but  as  conduct  flows  from  ihe  feelings  whien 
animate  the  heart,  I  know  that  no  act  of  my  life  has 
had  its  origin  in  the  want  of  ardent  love  of  country. 

Sir,  when  I  came  lo  congiess,  I  found  the  honorable 
gentleman  a  leaihng  member  of  the  house  of  represen- 
lanves.  Well,  sir,  ill  what  did  we  dilTtr?  One  of  ihe 
first  measures  of  magnitude,  after  I  came  liere,  was 
Mr.  Dallas'  proposition  for  a  bank.  It  was  a  war 
measure.  It  was  urged  as  being  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  i'overninent  10  carry  on  the  war.  Govern- 
meiii  \,:i;.i'.l  r.  \enue — such  a  bank  it  was  hoped 
Wiiiild  liinr^li  II  and  on  that  account  it  was  warmly 
presold  and  iir^ed  on  congiess.  You  remember  .all 
this,  Mr.  President.  You  remember  how  much  some 
persons  supposed  the  success  of  the  war  and  ihe  salva- 
tion ot  die  country  depended  on  carrying  that  measure. 
Yet  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  op- 
posed this  bill.  He  now  lakes  to  himself  a  good  deal 
of  merit — none  too  much,  but  still  a  good  deal  of  merit, 
for  having  defeated  it.  Well,  sir,  I  agreed  with  him. 
It  was  a  nil  II  |..;  11  i!, — a  mere  machine  for  fabri- 
caungimli  ,  ;   ,;    i.     It  was  a  new  form  for  pa- 

per nioni\ :        .  I  bonefitdng  the  country,  I 

thoughtit  w.juii  p!ji  „,-  ,1  deeper  and  deeper  in  diffi- 
culty. I  made  a  speech  on  the  subject;  it  has  often 
been  quoled.  There  it  is;  let  whoever  pleases  read  and 
examine  it.  I  am  not  proud  of  it  for  any  ability  it  ex- 
hibits; on  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  it,  for 
the  spirit  wliich  it  manifests.  But,  sir,  I  s.-iy  again,  the 
gentleman  himself  look  iho  lead  against  this  measure — 
tliis  darling  measure  of  the  administration.  I  followed 
him;  if  I  was  seduced  into  error,  or  into  unjustifiable 
opposiuon,  there  sits  my  seducer. 

What  sir,  were  oiher  leading  eenfiments,  or  leading 
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ms'asures  of  that  day?  On  what  other  subjects  did 
men  differ '  The  gentleman  lias  adverted  to  one,  and 
that  a  most  impirtant  one;  I  mean  the  navy.  He 
says,  and  says  truly,  that  at  the  corn.nencemeni  of  the 
war  the  navy  was  unpopular.  It  was  unpopular  with 
his  friends,  who  then  controlled  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try. Bat  he  say.s  ho  differed  with  hi?  friend^;  in  this 
respect  he  re?!s:ed  party  inllticiice  and  party  connex- 
ion, and  was  the  friend  and  advo-a'e  of  tiie  navy.  Sir, 
I  c  1  nnen  1  him  I  ir  it.  He  showed  his  wisdom.  That 
gallant  little  navy  soon  fought  itself  into  favor,  and 
showed  lint  no  mtn,  who  had  placed  reliance  on  it, 
had  h>-en  disapp  liuled. 

Well,  sir,  ia  all  this,  I  was  exactly  of  the  same  opin- 
ion as  the  lion  irable  gendcmun. 

Sir,  I  do  not  know  when  niv  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  a  naval  force  to  the  D.iited  S.ates  had  its  ori- 
gin. I  can  give  n  >  date  to  my  sentiments  on  this  suh- 
jeet,  because  I  iiever  entertai'ied  diflerent  sentiments. 
I  remo.u'oer,  sir,  thai  immadiately  after  coming  into 
111)'  profession,  at  a  period  when  the  navy  was  most 
unpipiiUr,  w'.v'.n  it  was  called  by  all  sorts  of  hard 
nain-s,  and  designated  by  many  coarse  epithets,  on 
one  of  those  occasions,  on  which  voung  in^n  address 
their  neighb  jrs,  I  ventured  to  put  forth  a  b.oy's  hand  in 
defence  of  the  navy.  I  insisted  on  its  itiiporiance,  its 
njaplation  to  oar  circumstances,  and  to  our  national 
character;  and  its  indispensable  necessity,  if  we  intend- 
ed to  maintain  and  extend  oar  commerce.  These 
opinions  and  seninients  I  brought  in"o  congress;  andj  I  state's. 
so  far  as  I  renv^mber,  it  w.ts  the  first,  or  anions  the  steadily 
first  iim;s,  in  which  1  presumed  to  speak  on  the  topics  tive 
of  the  day,  that  I  attempted  to  urge  on  the  house  a  me: 
greater  attention  to  the  naval  service.  There  were  gres.> 
divers  modes  of  proieculingthe  v.ar.  O.i  these  modes, 
or  on  the  degree  of  attention  and  expense  which  shojld 
be  bestowed  on  each,  ditfeient  ni?;i  iv-ld  diHerent  opin- 
ions. I  confess  1  loo,ied  with  most  hope  to  the  results 
of  naval  warfare,  aid  therefore  I  invoked  g'vernineni 
to  invigorate  and  strengthen  that  arm  of  the  national 
defence.  I  invoked  it  to  seek  it^  enemies  upon  the 
seas — '.0  go  where  every  auspicious  indication  pointed, 
and  where  the  whole  heart  and  soul  of  the  country 
would  go  with  it. 

Sir,  we  were  at  war  with  the  greatest  maritime  pow- 
er on  earth.  England  had  "ained  an  tiscenda.icy  on 
the  seas  over  the  wnole  combined  powci-s  of  Europe. 
She  had  been  at  war  twenty  years.  She  had  tried  her 
fortunes  on  the  continent,  hut  generally  with  no  suc- 
cess. Atone  timj,  the  whole  continent  had  been  closed 
against  her.  A  long  line  of  armed  exterior,  an  unbro- 
ken hostile  array,  frowned  upon  her  from  the  gulf  of 
Archangel,  round  the  pronionotory  of  Spain  and  Tortu- 
gal,  to  til-,'  foot  nf  the  boot  of  Ilafi-.  There  v.as  not  a 
port  which  an  English  ship  co-old  enter.  Every  where 
•on  the  land  the  genius  of  her  great  enemy  liad  tri- 
uniphed.  He  had  defeated  armips,  crushed  coalitions, 
and  overturned  thrones;  but,  like  the  fabled  giant,  he 
was  uncon^juerable  only  wtiilehe  touched  the  land.  On 
the  ocean,  he  was  powerless.  That  field  o(  fame  was 
his  adversary's,  and  her  meteor  Hag  waa  streaming  in 
triumph  all  over  it. 

To  her  maritime  ascendancy,  E  igland  owed  every 
thing,  and  we  were  now  at  war  with  her.     One  of  the 
moat  charming  of  her  poets  has  said  of  her,  that 
"?Ior  march  is  o'er  the  mountain  wa\e, 
"Her  home  is  on  the  deep." 


friend  to  the  south.    Why,  sir,  the  only  proof  is,  that  I 
did  not  vote  for  his  resolutions. 
Sir,  this  is  a  very  grave  matter;  it  is  a  subject  very 
xciting  ,ind  inflammable.    I  tr.ke,  of  coui-se,  nil  the 


responsibility  belonging  to  my  opinions;  b'.it  I  dt 
these  opinions  to  be  understood,  and  I'airly  staled. 


If  I 


am  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  the  .south,  beeatisr 
I  could  not  support  the  genilemaii's  resolutions,  be  it  so. 
I  cannot  purchase  favor  frjm  any  quarter,  by  the  sacri- 
fi-'«"  of  clear  and  conscientious  convictions.  Tlic  prin- 
cipal resolution  declared  thai  congress  had  plighted  its  I  L'rant  tin'  pow 
faith,  nn  to  interfere,  either  with  slavery  or  the  slave-  ' 
trade,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Now.  sir,  this  is  rpiiie  a  new  idea.  I  never  hoard  it 
advan  ed  until  this  session.  I  have  heard  gendeincn 
conitnd  thai  no  such  power  was  in  the  co'nstiluiion; 
but  the  iioii-in,  that  though  the  constitmion  contained 
noproliibitii)n,  yet  llial  congress  had  plighted  iis  f.iiih, 
not  to  exercise  such  a  power,  is  an  eniire  noveliy,  so 
tar  ns  I  know.  I  must  say,  sir,  it  appeared  to  v.ic  httie 
else  than  an  attempt  to  put  a  proliibidon  into  the  con- 
stitution, because  there  was  none  there  already.  For 
this  supposed  plighting  of  the  public  faith,  or  the  faith 
of  congress,  I  saw  no  ground,  eiiher  in  the  history  of 
the  government,  or  in  anyone  f  ut,  ..r  in  any  arguiiient. 
I  therefore  could  not  vote  for  the  prop  isi:ion. 

Sir,  it  is  now  .several  years  since  1  took  care  to  make 
my  opinion  known,  that  this  •tovernmenl  has,  consli- 
tuiionallv.  nothing  to  <io  wiih  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  die 

That  o;)inion  is  entirciv  unchanged.     Island 

bv  the  res  ,!...|...,  ,.,  .i.;,-  hi.uso 

lop-ed,  ali.r  i  :  :   :i    .    -      -i.-ratic 

lent  of  the  •■_•'■■     ill,  -  :.  ---  '.im-h 

ve  no  auth  >  i  ■.     ■  -    ,ii  ili 

:laves,  orin  the  in  -!     -     .  " 

states;  it  remaintn'.'  \'      ,      i     .    .    ,        r 

vide  any  regulation    [,.-      ,.,,    

policy  may  require,      riii-,  in  m;.  ..ji,,!: 
stitu.'ion,  and  the  law.     1  feci  bound    bv 


eidental  to  revenue,  and  that  the  incident  could  not  be 
carried  faiHy  above  the  princijial:  in  other  words,  that 
duties  ought  not  to  be  laid  for  ilie  iiu-re  object  ol'jiro- 
lecnon.  I  believe  thai  was  siibslantially  correct.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  ihe  p'lwi'r  of  protection  be  inferred  only 
from  the  revenue  power,  the  prolection  could  only  bo 
ineiden'al. 

lint,  I  have  said  in  this  place  before,  and  I  repeat 
now,  ihat  i\Ir.  Madison's  publication,  after  that  period, 

nd  his  declaruiion  lliul  the  coiivenlion  did  inii-nd  to 
r  of  nroieciioii,  under  llic  (iiiiimercinl 

lause,  placed  the  subje<-t  in  a  new  and  clear  light.  I 
will  add,  sir,  that  a  paper  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  read  by  him  to  a  circle  of  friends  in  I'biladrliihin, 
on  the  eve  of  the  assembling  of  the  convention,  re- 
speelinrr  the  powers  which  the  projiosed  new  govern- 
111'   1^    ■    -III  I  1  I-    -.scss,  show.s,  perlectly  plain,  ihut,  in 

r'-L'iii I- ri-e,  it  was  expected  ciiigle.ss  would 

''-ii'l'        I  ,  -I 'iich  should,  to  some  degree,  protect 

III'-  'iriiiitii  ini  -'.ftlie  north.  He  certainly  weiilinio 
the  eonveniion  himself  under  that  conviction. 

Well,  sir,  and  now  what  does  the  gentleman  make 


any  ol  the 
'inetopro- 
y  and  true 
3  the  con- 
I 


Now,  sir,  since  we  were  at  war  with  her,  I  was  for  in- 
tercepting this  march;  1  was  for  calling  upon  her,  and 
paying  our  respects  to  her  at  home;  I  was  for  giving  her 
to  know  that  we,  too,  had  a  right  of  way  over  the  seas, 
and  that  our  murine  officers  and  our  sailors  were  not 
entire  strangers  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  I  was  for 
doing  something  more  with  our  navy,  than  to  keep  it 
on  our  shjres,  for  the  protection  of  our  own  coasts  and 
our  own  li  irb-ji^:  I  was  for  giving  play  to  its  gallant  and 
b  irning  spir.t;  for  ailo-,ving  it  logo  forth  upon  the  seas, 
and  to  encounter,  on  an  'ipen  and  an  ejual  field,  what- 
ever the  proudest  or  the  bravest  of  the  enemy  could 
bring  ag.ainst  it.  I  knew  the  character  of  iis  officers, 
and  the  spirit  of  its  seamen;  and  I  knew  that,  in  their 
hands,  though  the  ffag  of  the  country  might  go  down 
to  the  bottom,  while  they  went  with  it,  yet  that  it  could 
never  be  dlshoii'ired  or  disgraced. 

Since  she  was  our  enemy — md  a  m-)st  powerful  ene- 
my— I  was  fir  touching  her,  if  we  could,  in  the  very 
apple  of  her  eye;  for  reaching  the  hiijhesi  feather  in  he.- 
cup;  fijr  clutching  at  the  very  brigh'.csi  je.vel  in  her 
crown.  There  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  peculiar  propriety 
in  all  this,  as  the  war  wasuadertaken  for  the  redress  of 
maritime  injuries  alone.  It  was  a  war  declared  for 
free  trade  and  sailors'  righ's.  Tiie  ocean,  therefore, 
was  the  proper  theatre  for  deciding  this  controversy 
with  our  enemy,  and  on  that  theatre  my  ardent  wish 
was,  that  ourosvn  power  should  be  conoeiurated  to  the 
utmost. 

So  much,  sir,  fjr  the  war,  and  fir  my  conduct  and 
opinions  as  connected  with  it.  And,  as  I  do  not  mean 
to  recur  to  this  subject  often,  nor  ever,  unless  indispen- 
sably necessary,  I  rep.'^atthe  demand  for  any  charge, 
any  accusation,  any  allegaton  whatever,  that  throws 
me  behind  the  honorable  ^ndeman,  or  behind  any 
other  man, in  h)uor,  in  fifetuy,  in  devoted  love  to  that 
country  in  which  I  was  born,  which  has  honored  me, 
and  which  I  serve.  I,  who  seldom  deal  in  detian'.'e, 
now,  here,  in  my  place,  boldly  dely  the  honorable 
member  to  put  h.s  insinuation  in  the  form  of  a  charge, 
and  to  support  that  charge  by  any  proof  whatever. 

Tlie  gentleman  has  acfverted  to  the  subject  of  slavery 


quoted  the  resolution  often.  It  expres.ses  the  judgment 
of  men  of  all  parts  of  the  country,  deliberately  formed, 
in  a  eO'il  liine;  and  it  expresses  my  judgment,  and  I 
shall  adhere  to  il.  But  this  ha.s  nolhiiig  to  do  with 
the  other  constitutional  question;  that  is  to  say,  the 
mere  constitutional  question,  whether  congress  has  the 
power  to  regulate  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  such  a  ques'ioii,  sir,  when  I  am  asked  what  the  con- 
stiiiition  is,  or  whether  any  power  gr.mted  by  it  has  been 
compromised  away;  or,  indeed,  could  he  compromised 
away — I  must  express  my  honest  opinion,  and  always 
shall  express  it,  if  I  say  any  thing,  notwithstanding  it 
may  not  meet  concurrence  either  in  the  south,  or  the 
north,  or  the  east,  or  the  west.  1  cannot  express,  by  my 
vole,  w  hat  I  do  not  believe. 

He  has  chosen  to  bring  ihtil  subject  into  this  debate, 
with  wh'ch  it  has  no  concern,  but  he  may  malte  die 
most  of  it,  if  he  thinks  he  can  produce  unfuvoiable  im- 
pressions on  tfic  south,  from  my  negaiive  to  his  litih  re- 
solution. As  to  the  rest  of  them,  tTiey  were  common- 
places, generally,  or  abstractions;  in  regard  to  which, 
one  may  well  not  feel  himself  called  on  to  vote  at  all. 

And  now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  tariff.  That  is  a  long 
chapter,  but  1  am  quite  ready  to  go  over  it  with  the 
honorable  member. 

He  charges  me  with  inconsistency.  That  may  de- 
pend on  deciding  what  inconsistency  is,  in  respect  to 
such  subjects,  and  now  it  is  to  be  proved.  I  will  state 
the  facts,  for  I  have  them  in  my  mind  somewhat  more 
fully  than  the  honorable  member  has  himself  prcsenteti 
them.  Let  us  beffln  at  the  bemnning.  In  1816,  I  voted 
against  the  tarilf  law,  which  tlien  passed.  In  W'21,  I 
again  voted  ^(jainst  the  tariff  faw,  %\-hich  was  then  pro- 

fioscd,  and  wliieh  passed.  A  majority  of  New  JEng- 
anti  vo'es,  in  1821,  was  against  the  tarifT  systetn.  The 
bill  received  but  one  vote  from  Mtissachusetls;  but  it 
passed.  The  policy  was  established;  New  England 
acquiesced  in  it;  conformed  her  business  and  pursuits 
to  it;  embarked  her  capital,  and  employed  her  labor,  in 
manufactures;  and  I  certainly  admit  that,  from  that 
time,  I  have  felt  bound  to  support  interests  thus  called 
into  being,  and  into  importance,  by  the  settled  policy 
of  the  government.  I  have  stated  this  often  here,  and 
often  elsewhere.  The  ground  is  defensible,  and  I 
maintain  it. 

As  to  the  resolutions  adopted  in  Boston,  in  1320,  and 
which  rcsoludons  he  has  caused  to  be  read,  and  which 
he  .says  he  presumes  I  prepared,  1  have  no  recillection 
of  having  drawn  the  resolutions,  and  do  not  believe  I 
did.  But  I  was  at  the  meeting,  and  addressed  die 
meeting,  and  what  I  said  on  that  occasion  litis  been 
produced  here,  a'ld  read  in  the  senate  years  ago. 

The  resolutions,  sir,  were  opposed  to  the  commenc- 
ing of  a  high  tarifT  policy.  I  was  opjiosed  to  it,  and 
spjke  against  it — the  city  of  Boston  was  opposed  to  it 
— the  commonwealth  of  Massachu.seils  wa-s  opposed  to 
it.  Remember,  sir,  that  this  was  in  1820.  This  op|io- 
sition  continued  till  1824.  The  votes  all  show  this.  Hut 
in  1821,  the  question  was  decided;  the  g-overninent  eii- 
tered  upon  tlie  policy;  it  invited  men  to  embark  their 
property  and  their  means  of  Uving  in  it.  Individuals 
have  done  this  to  a  great  extent:  and,  therefore,  I  say, 
so  long  ns  the  manufa'tturcs  shall  need  reasonable  and 
just  protection  from  government,  I  shall  be  dis]io?cd  to 
give  It  to  them.  What  is  there,  sir,  in  all  this,  lor  the 
gentleman  to  complain  of?  Would  he  have  us  always 
oppose  the  pilicy,  tidopted  by  the  coun'ry,  on  a  great 
nuestion?  Woui'j  he  have  minorities  never  submit  to 
the  will  of  majorities? 

I  remember  to  have  said,  sir,  at  the  meeung  in  Fane- 


in  relation  to  the  tariff^  What  laurela 
do' s  III-  'Ti'li  r  in  this  part  of  Africa?  I  opposed  tho 
/'"''  "I  I.  'I  !i  iiiilil  It  had  become  the  .selded  ond 
I -^'  I  I        :    ,  "f  the  eoiiiilry.     I  have  never  que."- 

ii" I"    '  II  .     iitional  power  of  congress   to  grant 

proii-'--i.in,i-.\,-i-iii  so  far  as  ihc  remark  goes,  made  in 

Faiieiiil  hall,  which  remark  respects  only  the  length  to 

which  protection  might  properly  be  carried,  so  far  as 

)f  represenla-    the  power  is  derived  from  tln'  au'thorilv  to  lav  duties  on 

,  at  the  com-  |  imports.     But  die  policy  being  established,  lind  a  great 

■lus,  that  eon-  I  part  of  the  country  having  placi-d  vast  interests  at  stake 

ncipation  I  in  it,  I  have  not  disturbed  il;  on  the  contrary,  I  have 

insisied  thai  it  ou^lit  not  lo  be  disturbed.    If'thero  be 

inconsistency  in  nil  thi.s,  the  gendeman  is  at  liberty  lo 

bin-zon  it  forili;  let  him  .see  what  he  can  make  of  it. 

H(-r(\  '-ir.  T  i-p-i-e  to  speak  of  myself;  and  respect- 
fully I  .  i'  I-  '.  I  '  "f  the  senate  for  having  so  long  de- 
tain'il  :  .  iji  ,11  :i!i\- thing  so  unimp'irtant  as  what  re- 
lates in,  I.  il  In  niv  own  public  eondiicl  and  opinions. 

Sir,  the  hoii'irahle  member  is  nieased  to  suppose  that 
our  spleen  is  e.xciied,  because  he  lias  interfered  to  snatch 
from  us  a  victory  over  the  administration.  If  he  means 
by  this  any  personal  disappoininient,  I  shall  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  make  a  remark  upon  it.  If  he  means 
a  disappointment  at  his  quilling  us  while  we  were  en- 
deavoring to  arrest  the  present  poUcy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, why,  then,  I  admit,  .sir,  that  I,  for  one,  felt  that 
disappointment  deeply.  Ills  the  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, its  principles,  and  its  measures,  which  I  oppose. 
It  is  noi  persons,  but  things;  not  men,  but  measures. 
I  do  wish,  most  I'crvenily,  to  put  an  end  to  this  arili- 
commercial  policy;  and  if  the  overthrow  of  the  policy 
shall  be  followed  by  the  polincal  dei'eat  of  iLs  authors, 
whv,  sir.  il  is  a  result  which  I  shall  isndeavor  to  meet 
with  equanimitj'. 

Sir.  as  to  the  honorable  member's  rescuing  the  vic- 
tory from  us,  or  as  lo  his  ability  to  sustain  the  adminis- 
tration in  this  policy,  tliere  may  be  a  drachm  of  a  scru- 
ple about  'hal.  I  trust  the  citadel  will  yet  be  stormed, 
and  carried,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  that  no 
Hector  will  be  able  to  defend  its  walls. 

But  now,  sir,  I  must  advert  to  a  declaration  of  the 
honorable  member,  which,  I  confess,  did  surprise  me. 
The  honorable  member  s,ays  that,  n,  rsonally,  be  and 
yself  have  been  on  friendly  terms,  li-it  that  w,-  always 
differed  on  great  constitniinnal  oucsll',^^!  Sir,  iliis  is 
astounding.  And  yet  I  was  partly  pn-parrd  I'nr  it;  for 
I  sat  here  the  other  day,  and  held  my  breath,  while  tke 
honorable  gendeman  declared  and  repealed,  that  lie 
always  belonged  to  the  state  rights  parly!  And  he 
means,  by  what  he  has  declared  to-day,  that  he  has  al- 
ways given  to  the  constitution  a  construction  more 
linntetf,  better  guaido.l,  less  favorable  to  the  extension 
of  the  powers  of  tins  g.ivernmeni,  than  that  which  I 
have  given  to  it.  He  has  always  inierpretcd  it  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  d'lelrine  of  the  school  of  slate  rights! 
Sir,  if  the  honorable  member  ever  belonged,  until  very 
lately,  to  the  stirc  rii'h's  party,  the  connexion  was  very 
much  like  a  .-e. net  niarria;;c.  And  never  was  secret 
heller  kept.  Not  only  ii-crc  the  espousals  not  acknow- 
ledged, but  all  sii.-|,ie,'oii  wasav.iided.  There  was  no 
known  familiarity,  or  even  kindness  between  them. — 
On  the  contrary,  thev  ac'ed  like  parties  who  were  not 
at  all  fond  of  e  u:h  otbi-i's  company. 

Sir,  is  there  a  man,  in  my  hearing,  amongall  the  gen- 
tlemen now  siiriouiidiiig  us,  ninny  of  whom,  of  both 
houses,  have  been  here  many  years,  and  know  ihc 
gentleman  and  m}-sc]f  perfccdy;  is  there  one,  whoever 
heard,  supposed,  or  dreamed,  that  tlic  fionorablc  mem- 
ber belonged  lo  the  state  rights  iiarty  before  the  year 
1825?  Can  any  siieli  connexion  be  proved  upon  him — 
can  he  prove  it  iiptin  him.sclf,  before  that  lime? 

Sir,  I  will  show  you,  lieforc  I  resume  my  seat,  that  It 
was  not  until  after  the  genllcman  took  his  .seat  in  the 
chair  which  you  now  occupy,  ihat  nny  public  maiii 
fcslniion,  or  intimation,  was  ever  given  liy  him,  of  his 
having  embraced  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  stale 
rights  parly. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  the  honorable  geiitleman  had  acted 
a  very  important  and  useful  pari  during  the  war.  But 
the  war  lerminaied.  Toward  the  close  of  the  session 
of  1'<1-1-'1.'),  we  ric<  ived  the  news  of  peace.  This  clos- 
ed the  13lh  congress.  In  the  fall  of  1815,  the  Hth  con- 
gress assembled.  It  was  full  of  ability,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  stood  high  among  its  distinguished 
members.  He  remained  in  the  house,  sir,  llirough  ilic 
hole  of  ihnt  congress;  and  now,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  be 


0.1  this  subject,  he  says,  I  have  not  proved  myself  a  i  uil  hall,  that  protection  appeared  to  be  regarded  as  in- 


vholc  01  that  congress;  and  now,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  oe 
hown,  that,  dunng  those  two  years,  tlie  honorable 
gentleman  took  a  decided  lead,  in  all  those  great  mea- 
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Bures,  which  he  lias  since  so  often  denounced,  as  un- 
constitutional and  oppressive — the  bank,  the  tai'itT,  and 
internal  improvements.  The  war  beitig  terminated, 
the  gentleman's  mind  turned  itself  towarcl  internal  ad- 
ministration and  improvement.  He  surveyed  the  whole 
country,  contemplated  all  its  resources,  saw  what  it  was 
capable  of  becoming,  and  held  a  political  faith,  not  so 
narrow  and  contracted  as  to  restrain  him  from  useful 
and  efficient  action.  He  was,  therefore,  at  once,  a  full 
length  ahead  of  all  others,  in  measures,  which  were  na- 
tional, and  which  required  a  broad  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  This  is  historic  truth.  Of 
his  agency  in  the  bank,  and  other  measures  connect- 
ed with  the  currency,  I  have  already  spoken,  and  I  do 
not  understand  him  to  deny  any  thing  I  have  said,  in 
that  particular.  Indeed,  I  have  said  nothing  capable 
of  denial. 

Now  allow  me  a  few  words  upon  the  tariff.  The 
tarifi'  of  1816  was  distinctly  a  South  Carolina  measure. 
Look  at  the  votes,  and  you  will  see  it.  It  was  a  tariff 
for  the  beneht  of  South  Carolina  interests,  and  carried 
through  congress  by  South  Carolina  votes,  and  South 
Carohna  influence.  Even  the  minimum,  sir,  the  so- 
much-reproached,  the  abominable  minimum  that  sub- 
ject of  so  much  angry  indignation  and  wratliful  rheto- 
ric, is  of  southern  origin,  and  has  a  South  Carolina 
pnientage. 

Sir,  the  contest  on  that  occasion,  was  chiefly  between 
the  cotton-growers  at  home,  and  the  importers  of  cot- 
ton fabrics  from  India.  These  India  fabrics  were  made 
from  the  cotton  of  that  country.  The  people  of  this 
country  were  using  cotton  fabrics,  not  made  of  Ameri- 
can cotton,  and,  so  far,  they  were  diminishing  the  de- 
mand for  such  cotton.  The  importation  of  India  cot- 
tons was  then  very  large,  and  this  bill  was  designed  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  minimum,  it 
did  put  an  end  to  it.  The  cotton  manufactures  of  the 
north  w;ere  then  in  flieir  infancy.  They  had  some 
friends  in  congress,  but  if  I  recollect,  the  majority  of 
Massachusetts  members  and  of  New  England  mem- 
bers were  against  this  cotton  tanff  of  1816.  I  remem- 
ber well,  that  the  main  debate  was,  between  the  im- 
porters of  India  cottons  in  the  north,  and  <he  cotton- 
growers  of  the  south.  The  gentleman  cannot  deny  the 
truth  of  this,  or  any  part  ot  it.  Boston  opposed  this 
tariff,  and  Salem  opposed  it,  warmly  and  vigorously. 
But  the  honorable  member  supported  it,  and  the  law 
passed.  And  now  be  it  always  remembered,  sir,  that 
that  act  passed  on  the  professed  ground  of  protection: 
that  it  had  in  it  the  minimum  principle,  and  that  the  hon- 
orable member  and  other  leading  gentlemen  from  his 
own  state  supported  it,  voted  for  it,  and  carried  it 
through  congress. 

And  now,  sir,  we  come  to  the  doctrine  of  internal 
improveiTient — that  other  usurpation,  that  other  opprcs. 
sion,  which  has  come  so  near  to  justifying  violent  abrup 
tion  of  the  government,  and  scattering  the  fragments  of 
the  union  to  the  four  winds.  Have  the  gentleman  _ 
state-rights  opinions  always  kept  him  aloof  from  such 
unhallowed  infringements  of  the  constitution?  He  says 
he  always  differed  with  me  on  constitutional  questions. 
How  was  it  in  this  most  important  particular?  Has  he 
here  stood  on  the  ramparis,  brandishing  his  gUttering 
sword  against  assailants,  and  holding  out  a  banner  of 
defiance?  Sir — sir — sir— it  is  an  indisputable  truth, 
that  he  is  liimself  the  man — the  ipse  that  first  brought 
forward,  in  congress,  a  scheme  of^  general  internal  im- 
provement, at  the  e.xpenso,  and  under  the  authority  of 
this  government.  He,  sir,  is  the  very  man,  ihe  ips'isd- 
mus  ipse,  who,  considerately,  and  on  a  settled  system, 
began  these  unconstitutional  measures,  if  they  be  un- 
constitutional.   And  now  for  the  proof 

The  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  passed  in  April,  1816.  For  the  privileges  of  the 
charter,  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  were  to  pay  to  go- 
vernment a  bonus,  as  it  was  called,  of  one  million  five 


in  that  shape,  on  that  account;  and  among  them  colonel 
Pickering,  then  one  of  the  representatives  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Even  Timothy  Pickering  could  not  quite 
sanction,  nor  concur  in,  the  honorable  gendeman's  doc- 
trines, to  their  full  extent,  although  he  livored  the  mea- 
sure in  its  general  character.  He,  therefore,  prepared 
an  amendment,  as  a  substitute;  and  his  substitute  pro- 
vided for  two  very  important  things,  not  embraced  in 
the  original  bill: 

Fir"!.  <h;T  th"  i';-'iporlion  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
'■rtvely,  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  iiM    -    I  .1  I'     iihabitants; 

ioiiey  .should  be  applied  in  con- 
structing su'  h  i"  ,  -ill..!-'.  &c.  in  the  several  states, 
iscongressiii  ;    J  ,:    .  'i  the  assent  of  the  stale. 

This,  sir,  '.■■::■  1,1  :,,  I'lckering's  amendment  of 
he  honorable  gLii.ltuiaa  .,  bill.  And  now,  sir,  how  did 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  has  always  belonged  to 
the  state-rights  party,  how  did  he  treat  this  amenjinent, 
or  this  substitute?  Which  way,  do  you  think,  his  state- 
rights  doctrine  led  him?  Why,  sir,  I  will  tell  you.  He 
immediately  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
'with  the  assent  of  the  state!''    Here  is  the  journal  un 


ilments.     Go- 

'■  stock  of  the 

—  that  is,  in 

i:  ivcd,in  the 

llled 


die' I' 


loiioiable  nienr 
oriijinated  the 
f^h'Ttlvaflrr 


hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  certani  i 
vernment  also  took  seven  ni:!:iMii  i 
bank.  Earlyinthene.\tso'.-in:;  i  ,,, 
December,  1816 — the  honuraii,.  :,,  ,, 
house  of  representatives,  thai  u  coiiihi 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  setting  a|i: 
also  the  dividends  on  the  stock  beli^;i: 
States,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  inti  i 
The  committee  was  appointed,  ancl  th 
her  was  made  its  chairman.  He  t!i 
plan,  and  took  the  lead  in  its  e.vecutii) 

wards,  he  reported  a  bill  carjying  m 

wliifh  the  committee  had  been  ii]  ;  ■  '  ":'i  '  ' 
provided  that  the  dividends  on  th.  ,  ,  ;,  ,,  ,,, 
bankstock  belonging  to governnieiii,  :ii'.i  ;i[-,,  i  n-  w  !■  ,;. 
of  the  bonus,  should  be  permanendy  plcdgcil,  as  a  find 
u  '=?n?'''"'^ring  roads  and  canals;  and  that  this  fund 
should  be  subject  to  such  specific  appropriations  as  con- 
gress might  thereafter  make. 

This  was  the  bill;  and  this  was  the  first  project  ever 
brought  forward,  in  congress,  for  a  system  of  internal 
improvements.  The  bill  goes  the  whole  doctrine,  at  a 
single  jump.  The  Cumlieriand  road,  it  is  true,  wasul 
ready  m  progress;  and  for  that  the  gentleman  had  ;i! 
voted.  But  there  were,  and  are  now,  pecuhariiiesaboh 
that  particular  expenditure,  which  sometimes  sati:-iy 
scrupulous  consciences;  but  this  bill  of  the  gentleman's, 
without  equivocation  or  saving  clause — without  if,  or 
and,  or  but— occupied  the  whole  .ground  at  once,  and 
aiiiioiiii(Tiliiiirni:iliiii|.rovri,„,ni  ii-^. ,,l  ilir  mI.icis 

Ol    Hum  .jnv.  nun,  III,    m,     ;,   ,,,:„,,[  :,,„!       i     ■.  „,vh-     ,,!;„, 
This  lull,  sl,,s, mini  n,d,,,.,ll..M     In.lL:,     h    u,,.,  llniiLvhl 

by  persons  nut  tsieemed   c.Maui^ly    ii  aluii.s  ul'  .suiie. 
rights,  to  evince,  nevertheless,  loo  little 
of  the  states.    Several  gentlemen  oppo 


der  my  hand,  sir;  and  here  is  the  gentleman's  modon. 
And  certainly,  sir,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  this  motion 
not  of  a  nature  to  intimate  that  he  had  bee  >me 
wedded  testate  rights.  But  the  words  were  not  strick- 
en out.  The  motion  did  not. prevail.  Mr.  Pickering's 
ubstitute  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed  the  house  in 
that  form. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  bill,  sir,  the  honor- 
able member  made  a  very  able  speech,  both  on  the  pol- 
icy of  internal  improvements,  and  the  power  of  congress 
oyer  the  subject.  Those  points  were  fully  argued  by 
him.  He  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  system;  the 
vast  good  it  would  produce,  and  its  favorable  effect  on 
the  union  of  the  states.  "Let  us,  then,''  said  he,  "bind 
the  republic  together,  with  a  perfect  system  of  roads  and 
canals.  Let  us  conquer  space.  It  is  thus  the  most  dis- 
tan.  parts  of  the  repubhc  will  be  brought  within  a  few 
days'  travel  of  the  centre;  it  is  thus  that  a  citizen  of  the 
west  will  read  the  news  of  Boston  still  moist  from  the 
press." 

But,  on  the  power  of  congress  to  make  internal  im- 
provements; ay,  sir,  on  the  power  of  congres,  hear  him! 
What  were  then  his  rules  of  constinction  and  interpre- 
tation? How  did  he  at  *hat  time  read  and  understand 
the  constitution?  Why,  sir,  he  said  that  "he  was  no 
advocate  for  refined  arguments  on  the  constituiion. 
The  instrument  was  not  intended  as  a  thesis  for  the 
logician  to  exercise  his  ingenuity  on.  It  ought  to  be 
construed  with  plain  good  sense.''  This  is  all  very 
just,  I  think,  sir;  and  he  said  much  more.  He  quoted  lot^ 
many  instances  of  laws,  passed,  as  he  contended,  on 
similar  principles,  and  then  added,  that  "he  introduced 
these  instances  to  prove  the  uniform  sense  of  congress 
and  of  the  country,  (for  they  had  not  been  objected  to.) 
as  to  out;  powers;  and  surely,"  said  he,  "they  furnish 
better  evidence  of  the  true  interpretation  of  tlie  consti- 
tution than  the  most  refined  and  subtle  arguments.'' 

Here,  yon  see,  Mr.  PresiJent,  howlitde  original  I  am. 
Yon  have  heard  me,  again  and  ag,ain,  c 


And  now,  sir,  since  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
differed  from  me  on  constitutional  questions,  will  lie  be 
pleased  to  say  what  constitutional  opinion  I  have  ever 
expressed,  for  wliich  I  have  not  his  express  authority? 
Is  it  on  the  bank  power?  the  tariff  power?  the  power  of 
internal  improvement?  I  have  snown  his  votes,  his 
speeches,  and  his  conduct,  on  all  these  subjects,  up  to 
the  time  when  general  Jackson  became,  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  From  that  lime,  sir,  I  know  we  have 
differed;  but  if  there  was  any  difference  before  that 
time,  I  call  upon  him  to  point  it  out — what  was  the  oc- 
casion, \vhat  the  question,  and  what  the  difference? 
And  if,  before  that  period,  sir,  by  any  speech,  any  vote, 
any  pubhc  proceeding,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  an- 
nouncement whatever,  he  gave  the  world  to  know  that 
he  belonged  Co  the  state-rights  party,  I  hope  he  will  now 
be  kind  enough  to  produce  it,  or  to  refer  to  it,  or  to  tell 
us  \yhcre  we  may  look  for  it 

Sir,  I  will  pursue  this  topic  no  further.  I  woidd  not 
have  pursued  it  so  far — I  would  not  have  entered  upon 
it  at  all— had  it  not  been  for  the  astonishment  I  felt, 
mingled,  I  confess,  with  sometliing  of  warmer  feeling, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  declared  that  he  had 
always  differed  from  me  on  constitutional  questions. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  read  a  quotation  or  t\\'o 
from  a  speech  of  mine  in  1816,  on  the  currency  or 
bank  question.  With  what  intent,  or  to  what  end? 
What  inconsistency  does  he  show?  Speaking  of  the 
Ze^i-H;  currency  of  the  country,  that  is,  the  coin,  I  then 
said  it  «'as  in  a  good  state.  Was  not  that  true?  I  was 
speaking  of  the 'legal  currency;  of  that  which  the  law 
made  a  tender.  And  liow^  is  that  inc.msistent  with  any 
thing  said  by  me  now,  or  ever  said  by  me? 

I  declared  then,  he  says,  that  the  tramers  of  tliis  go- 
vernment were  hard-moiieymen.  Certainly  they  were. 
But,  are  not  the  friends  of  a  convertible  paper  hard- 
moneij  men,  in  every  practical  and  sensible  meaning  of 
the  terin?  Did  I,  in  that  speech,  or  ony  other,  insist  on 
excluding  all  convertible  paper  from  the  uses  of  so- 
ciety? Most  assuredly  I  did  not.  I  never  quite  so  far 
lost  my  wits,  I  think.  There  is  but  a  single  sentence  in' 
that  speech  which  I  should  qualify,  if  I  were  to  deliver 
it  again — and  that  the  honorable  member  has  not  no- 
ticed. I;  is  a  paragraph  respecting  the  power  of  co.n- 
giess  (jwr  iliH  ciiviilaiion  of  state  banks,  which  might, 
perli:i|>  .  M  ,  I  ,  • ;,'  Illation  or  correction.  Understand- 
inir  I'         ,  'i'    In  the  case  then  before  congress,  all 

the  IV  I  ,-  [.'  ,:,  ,'  li    iiiennlant  with  my  present  opin- 
ions,    ills  \\,  :    '.:i,,.\  II  ili,ii  I  never  doubted  the  power 

of  congress  i,.  , t!;l;;  that  I  was  always  in  favor 

ofabanii,  (■"  -  ;. -tier  principles;  that  I  voted 

for  the  bank  \-C.  ,.i  1    :j.  ami  opposed  that  of  1816  only 
unt  of  one  or  t\Vij  of  its  provisions,  which  1  and 
others  hoped  to  be  able   to  strikeiout.  -  I  am  a  hard- 
money  man,  and  always  have  been,  and  always  shall 


ending  in 

my  p'rirr,  hrr,-,  !,,,  Ill,  iaM::i,  .  .f  il,  ii  ■,■,  iiicli  has  been 
loim   '   ''•   ':  1  ,i'  ,    ,,,    |,    ,    'I  111   I,  -.ay  you  have 

UCrW    :     ,     I.  :    I  ,  ,    ,       ,     ,        ,-,  js,  go  oftell 

exjin  '  :i.  Mill  i'  ,■  ,  ,  ,  ,1  M.  (■j.nia\-..-.iially known, 
and  so  tirinly  estabhshed,  ouyht  to  be'regarded  as  hav- 
ing decided,  finally,  certain  constiturional  questions. 
You  see  now,  sir,  what  authority  I  have  for  this  mode 
of  ai-gument.  But  while  the  scholar  is  learning,  th.- 
teacher  renounces.  Will  he  apply  his  doctrine  mm— 
I  sincerely  wish  he  would— to  the  question  of  the  baiiv 
to  the  question  of  ihe  receiving  of  bank  notes  Ijy  g /v- 
ernment,  to  the  power  of  congress  over  the  paper  cur- 
rency? Will  he,  sir,  will  he  admit  that  these  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  decided,  by  the  settled  sense  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  country?  Oh,  no.  Far  otherwise.  From 
tliese  rules  of  judgment,  and  from  the  influence  of  all 
consideralions  of  this  practical  nature,  the  honorable 
member  now  fakes  these  questions  with  him  into  the 
upper  heights  of  metaphysics,  into  the  regions  of  these 
lehnements  and  subtle  arguments  which  he  rejected 
with  so  much  decision  in  1817,  'as  appears  by  this 
speech.  He  quits  his  old  ground  of  common  sense, 
experience,  and  the  general  understanding  of  the  coun- 
try, for  a  flight  among  theories  and  abstractions. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  when  did  the  honorable 
"'  "-  I  1'  linquish  these  early  opinions  and  principles 
I         '     W  lien  did  he  make  known  his  adhesion  to 

■  lars  of  the  state-rights  parfv?     Wo  have  been 

i"  ■'!■■  rirnn^airlion-,'  in  fslir,  and  1817.     Wlial   llir 


haM.aacaai^   „  „  :,  I.  ■  a  ,  a  rr  a  ,^     I 

that  ciiaraeter  unin  aia  i  la-  i,. 
and  I  have  said  sa,  I,,,  aa  <  I  I 
dress  of  his  to  his  m uii'iia  -■  mI 
ihai  vcar.  in  which  lie  rLiajuiila, ' 

'  i|'ai  :ia  (linits  in  his  career,  as  a 

I        '  '  ilofadepartmeni;  andin  whichhesa 
I-  a  la  -ah.a-  of  congress,  he  la  "     " 
larrs  m  Ijivor  of  a  restoratiiM 
due  protection  of  those  mini  a 
root  during  the  war,  and,  tin 
Heeling  the  various  parts  ol  ih^ 


lianneiil  of  lS-,'5"; 

l'a|i.i,_,  me  an  ad- 

'i-villia  in   May  of 

_  properl.v,  the  prin- 

inembeiof  congress, 

in  which  he  says  that, 

I  given  In.s  /eiLiis  ef- 


be.  But  T  know  till  ■  a  :  a  a  ^i  -aa  hank  paper  as  is 
convertible  into  liaia  '  i  ■  ,  .  i  ,  :  a'  :  wliich  may 
be  called  .specie  p;i|> '.■.•'.,  •  ■  ,,i  alent  to  spe- 
cie in  value,  and  miaai  mat  laja'.t         a  aa>l  u<cful. 

On  iho  other  hand,  I  abhor  all  n.-  J'  -  n,aMa  |,  ;par; 

all  old-fashioned  p.ipcr  money;  all  li.  •■  ;a,,     n,,  ^(...j; 

every  thing,  indeed,  in  the  shape  of  jiijiar  i-~im'iI  iar  cir- 
culation, wii: 'h,  I  1,1  ,-,.  .,.i:i,,  al  ul- ludividuals,  which 
may  not  In  i  !  ;  ,        a:  iha  will  of  the  holder. 

But,  sir,  1  I,  aia       a  i  iiiment  is  bound  to 

protect  and  i  j  la  ■  il.a  ai-.-:i-ut  commerce,  to  see 
that  tliere  is  a  sound  cuireiicyfor  the  use  of  the  people. 

The  honorable  gentleman  asks,  what  then  is  the 
limii?  Must  congress  also  furnish  all  means  of  com- 
iiiai  Pi  "  ATiist  it  furnish  weights,  and  scales,  and  steel- 
-  I  !  '  M'istundoubtedly,  sir,  it  must  regulate  weights 
"■'  a  i!-os;andit  does  so.  But  the  answer  to  the 
■  a  ;  '  ."•■"'Jon  is  very  obvious.  Government  must 
furinsliall  that  which  none  but  government  can  furnish. 
Government  must  do  that  for  individuals  which  indivi- 
duals cannot  do  for  thnnsclves.     That  is  the  very  end 

t? 


,  have  we  a  govern 

a  currency?     Can  indini- 

■  distinction  is  as  broad  and 

lie.     No  man  can  mistake 

It  of  it.     The  gentleman  asks  if; 


of  govcrnninia     *. 

And  can  nal      ' 

duals  ivgala'    . 

plain  as  Pi  nii-. !, 

If,  or  well  blunder  i 

vernment  must  furnish  for  the  peo'ple  ships,  and  boat.s. 

and  wagons.   Certainly  not.    The  gentleman  here  only 

reciii"'"  ilia  prr.-!,irnt's  message   of  September.     These 

thin       :  a  '     I!       '  h  things,  the  people  can  furnish  for 

thi  :.!  ,iiry  cannot  make  a  .currency;  they 

canii"  ,  II  i  ,1,'  a  111,  decide  what  shall  be  the  money  ol 

the  o ny.     That,  every  body  knows,  is  one  of  the 

prerogatives  and  one  of  the  duties  of  government;  and 
a  duty  wl  '  '   ^   '  ■   '  -     ■  ■      ■ 


Wr 


ch  I  think  wr 


man  of  which  I  : 


And  li, 


:-garcl  to  the  will  Which,  as  a  member  of  i 
ed  tho  measure,  I  establish. 


nellt. 

lavards  became  his  duty,  as  a 
a  lion,  to  aid  in  sustaining, 
ill's,  those  very  niea.sures, 
lyrcss,  he  had  contributctl  to 


^  most  unwisely  neglecting. 
ir.a-V  to  make  war  and  to 
!    a  1  11'   as  to  leave  indivi- 

1     and  currency. 

ai  1  a  marks  of  the  gentle- 

.  notice.     But,  should    I  do 

.  I  should  only  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  either 

now  or  l,erctofore.     I  shall,  therefore,  not  now  allude  to 

them. 

My  principal  purpose,  in  what  I  have  said,  has  been: 

first,  to  defend  myself— that  was  my  first  object;  and 

next,  as  llie  honorable  member  has  ailenipicd  totake  to 

aiii.i  II  ilir  character  of  a  si  i  a-:   i    ,      i  an  -  ,  -  a  ami  a 

ii     man,  aiidon  dial  '■  i         ,     i.i  v       -  i'    ,  are. 


nal  imin-ovemenl,  in  it.s  lireadesi  sense,  are  all  powers 
which  the  hnnorahle  gentleman  himself  has  supplied, 
has  acted  on,  and  in  the  e.xerci.se  ol  which,  indeed, 
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;ilsofcon- 


'  is  answered.   I  Jo 
■  to  spill  it  out  iiuo 


.■  iliiiii:  to  ml- 
iitlui't,  mv  hun  iror 
1  luTu.  ll'ii..!,  then, 
.lisioii  will  lierc  tcr- 


hc  lias  taken  a  distinguisheJ  lead  in  the  cou 
frress. 

If  this  has  1. i.lnne,  nn-iMirp 

not  wish  t"  |ir"''  '  '  <■'  ■  '"I 
aeollotiiiv.  ll  II.  '■'•'•  ■  '  I.I'  111 
to  lirint'  lin-u'iii.l:  ii^  In  li.i.  :iuv 
proof,  or  any  spiriiieaiMiir,  il  lie 
vancc  asrainst  my  opinion  or  ni\' 
patriotisTir,  1  am  slill  at  lionio.  1  ; 
so  far  as  1  am  cotiecrnetl,  this  di: 
minate. 

I  will  sav  a  few  words,  before  I  resume  my  scat,  on 
the  motion'riow  iK-ndinsi.  That  molion  is,  to  strike  out 
the  siieeii-piivinu  pan  "of  the  hill.  (  have  a  suspirion, 
sir,  that  Ihe  iiiotini.  will  prevail.  lUsh.mM,  il  will  leave 
a  great  vacuum;  and  how  shall  that  vaeuum  be  lilleil/ 

The  jiart  proposed  lo  he  siriieU  out,  is  that  vvhieh  re- 
quires all  debts  to  ijovenimeui  1  ■  be  |iaid  m  sueeie.  It 
makes  a  yiiKl  (provision  for  t'overimitMit,  and  for  publie 
men,  ihr.uudi  ail  elasics.  TneM-ereiary  of  the  Ir.'asury, 
in  his  letter,  at  the  last  session,  was  still  more  watehlul 
of  the  interest  of  die  holders  of  olViee.  He  assured  us, 
bad  a-s  tlio  times  were,  and  notwithsrandiui;:  the  llonds 
of  bad  paper  wliieli  dehij;ed  tlic  country,  inciubers  of 
coMgresssliould  get  speeie. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  this  is  beginning  the  itse  of  good 
monev,  in  payment,  fit  the  wrong  end  of  the  list.  It 
there  be  bad  liioncy  in  the  country,  I  think  that  .secre- 
taries and  other  executive  ollieers,  and  especially  mem- 
bers of  congress,  should  be  the  last  to  receive  any  good 
monev;  because  thcv  have  the  po'.ver,  if  lliey  will  do 
their  'duty,  and  exercise  the  power,  of  making  money 
of  the  country  sood  lor  all.  I  think,  sir,  it  was  a  lead- 
ing feature  in  "Mr.  Burke's  famous  hill  f-ir  economical 
reform,  that  he  provided,  first  of  all,  for  those  who  tire 
least  able  to  secure  themscNes.  L'vcry  body  else  n;as 
to  be  well  paid  all  they  w«rc  entitled  to,  before  the  min- 
isters of  the  crown,  and  other  political  characters,  should 
have  any  thing.  This  seems  to  me  very  right.  But  we 
have  a  preecdcn!,  sir,  inourowii  country,  more  directly 
to  the  purpose;  and  as  that  which  we  now  hone  to  strike 
outisthepartofthe  bill  furnished,  or  proposed  oiiginallv 
by  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carohna,  it  will 
naturally  devolve  on  him  to  suiiply  its  place.  1  wish, 
theni''  .  '  '  i'  ;••■  1^  |i  i;  :i.  uLir  .-■-  aion  to  tliis  prece- 
dent, \\   :         1    i;:.  .■.!■■     r     '        '  :.i    i'. 

M  ,,  ,  I  member  'hat,  be- 

fore iliL  i.  -  I'.ii  .nil'  II'  "I  i!ii-  >.i  '  iiiieni,  and  before, 
or  about  the  Uine,  that  the  territory  wliich  IVJW  consti- 
tutes the  state  of  Tennessee  was  ceded  to  congress,  the 


This,  sir,  is  the  law,  the  s|)irit  of  which  I  commend  to 
gentlemen.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  rt/>;)rop/-iii(niess  of 
these  several  alltwvanees  for  the  civil  list.  Put  the  c.n- 
aniplcisiwodpaiid  I  am  of  opinion,  that  iinlll  eongre.'is 
has  any  thing  new  shall  pcrrorm  its  duty,  by  seeing  ihat  the  eountry  enjoys 
'  'c  lo  make— any  ]  a  good  currency,  the  same  mediiiiu  which  the  peo|il,> 
are  obliL'ed  to  use,  whether  it  be  skins  or  rags,  is  good 

"Sir  CijlJiouii  a";\iii  rose  and  said,  I  am  not  at  allsur 
lui'sed,  Mr.  riesideni,  thai  llie  seiiiiior  fr. 
.sells slwuldshoNV such sohi'iiiicle  i  •  lu  e  hnu 
responsibility  of  converting  iln^  'I  ;  i-  '  i  i 
personal  aliereation,  so  iinw.iiiln  i:  p'  i 
i-asiou.  But  it  is  not  a  liitU  iiii|ii'i  im  Iiho  i. 
iransfi'r  the  re.-|HMisibiliiy  from  himself  to 
acted  throughout,  as  I  have,  wholly  on  the  defensive, 
and  done  every  thing  I  could  to  avoid  personalities.  I 
have,  in  truthi  a  deep  and  unfeigned  aversion  to  per- 
sonal altercations,  in  any  ease;  especially  here,  in  mv 
oHicial  character,  wheri'duty  and  self-respect,  as  well 
as  the  dignity  of  the  body,  forbid  its  introduction.  On 
the  present  occasion,  I'liad  every  n-ason  to  avoid  it. 
The  subject  is  one  unsurpas-si-d  in  mngnitudi'-  and  im- 
portance, and  which  re'ivuies  the  ealmcsl  and  most  de- 
liberate cnsideiaiion.  I  have  had  entire  confidence  in 
the  strength  and  irulh  of  the  side  I  support;  and,  ol 
course,  felt  ileep  solicitiule  to  limit  the  discussion  strictly 
to  the  merits  of  the  iiiiesi'  ■ 


I  Massaehil- 
If  from  the 
I'l  a  mere 
Old  die  oc- 
allempt  to 
having 


Bui  till  s*uato 
denies  that  he  dr. 
he  consider  r  n. 
most  universiil  m 
to  me  the  opp  ' 
enter'tiing  li  i  ' 'i 
this,  t"".v;-l'  '    ■ 

viOUS  Mill     I'v     .  II. 

he  rr  .■■'•'    I'  'i:.  i; 


order  to  thro 
iijiarison 


1  II. 


Ihe  blame  on  me, 
tvveiMi  us.  Does 
in  for  himsflf  the 
-,  luol  I'l  attribute 
1  '  lonal,  tiiid 
.  .'   ii'iio,,?    And 


nd  how 


■  .'ed 

They 


inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of  that  tern 
lished  a  government  for  tliem^  I^--,  an  I  'ill 
state  of  Franklin.    They  a.l";'     i  i  v    n        'i- 
tion,  divided  intothe  usual  bi.i'      .       i  ' 
culive,  and  judicial  power,     i' i' y  i  i 'i  .i  il  i 
ta.xcs,  and  performed  other  acts  of  lr;^islaiion 
had,  for  ihe  present,  it  is  true,  no  maritime  possessions, 
yet  they  followed  the  common  forms  in  constituting  high 
ollicers;  and  their  governor  was  not  only  captain-gene- 
ra! and  commander-in-chief,  bat  admiral  also,  so  that 
the  navy  might  have  a  coramander  when  there  should 
be  a  navy. 

Well,  sir,  the  cuiTency  of  this  state  of  Frankim  be- 
came very  much  deranged.  Specie  was  scarce,  and 
equally  scarce  were  the  notes  ot  specie-paying  banks- 
But  the  lesislature  did  not  propose  any  divorce  of  go- 
vernment and  people;  they  did  not  seek  to  establish  two 
currencies,  one  for  men  in  olive,  and  one  fir  the  rest  of 
the  community.  They  were  content  with  neighbor's 
fare.  It  became  necessary  to  pass  what  we  should  call, 
now-a-days,  the  civil-list  appropriation-bill.  They  pas- 
sed such  a  bill;  and  when  we  shall  have  made  a  void  in 
the  bill  now  before  us,  by  striking  out  specie  payments, 
for  government,  I  recommend  to  its  friends  to  fill  the 
pap  by  inserting,  if  not  the  same  provisions  as  were  in 
the  law  of  the  stale  of  Franklin,  at  least  something  in 
the  same  spirit. 

The  preamble  of  that  law,  sir,  begins  by  reciting, 
that  the  collection  of  .a.xes,  in  .sjiecie,  had  become  very 
oppressive  to  the  good  people  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  want  of  a  circulating  medium.  A  parallel  ctise  to 
ours,  sir,  exactly.  It  recites  further,  sir,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  hear,  at  all  times,  the  prayer  of 
their  constituents,  and  apply  as  speedy  a  remedy  as  lies 
in  their  power.  These  sentiments  are  very  just,  sir, 
and  I  sincerely  wish  there  w-as  a  thorough  disposition 
here  to  adop'  the  Uke. 

ActiiiL'uii'.lir  the  influence  of  these  sound  principles, 
sh-,  the  lei'islatiire  of  Frankinn  passed  a  law,  for  the 
support  of  the  cImI  list,  which,  as  it  is  shoi-i,  I  will  beg 
periiiis.-.ion  to  read: 

''Jlc  il  aiailoA  by  the  ccncnil  asscmUy  of  Ihr  sliilc of 
FnmUiii,  ami  it  is  licrehij  enacted  hi;  the  aulhi'rltf/  of  Ihe 
simc.  That,  from  the  1st  day  of  .fanuary,  A.  IJ,  1789, 
the  salaries  of  the  civil  ofliccrs  of  this  commonwcallh 
!,.■  as  f  illows.  to  wit: 

•'His  excellency  the  governor,  jisr  annum,  otic  thou- 
sand deer  skins;  his  honor,  Uic  chiel  justice,  live  hun- 
dred do.  do.;  the  attorney-general,  five  hundred  do.  do.; 
Eecre'ary  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  five  hundred 
raccoon  do.;  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  otter  do.;  each  county  clerk,  three  hundred  beaver 
do.;  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons,  two  hundred  rac- 
coon do.;  membersofassenibly,;)er(Jicm,  three  do.  do.; 
justice's  fee  fl .-  signing  a  warrant,  one  muskrat  do.;  lo 
the  constable,  for  serving  a  warrant,  one  miuk  do. 

"Enacted  into  a  law  this  I81I1  day  of  October,  1738, 
under  the  gi'eal  seal  of  the  state. 
"VVitne.=5  his  excellency,  &c. 

"Gowrnnr,  cMplaiii-generul,  comiiuliidcr-in-chitf, 
"odd  ttdmi.-ul  in  and  oner  laid  state" 


uiifounJe  J  arc'liis  chiims  to  superior  pitlriotisin. 
unjiisl  his  charges  against  mo? 

But  in  order  to  justify  himself,  he  accuses  me  of  liav- 
im'  hist  attemp'ed  to'lix  on  himself  and  friends  the 
elr,ir''e  of  inconsistency,  111  sui'p n  iiiiu'  the  subsutiite  ot 
tlieseiiatorfromVii;_'iiiKi,(Mr.  Rives.)  Imade  no  such 
cliar;:e.  t  simply  availed  myscU  ol  the  o|iinion  which 
he  and  theyentortained  and  expressed,  in  relation  to  a 
similar  measure  in  183J— acquitting  them  exprcssl 
idl  inconsistency.     So  far  Iroio  a  rhr-.rge  of  tl 

placed  my  arguineiii  on  ll"  II     'i'"'        i;''"'':     -  ;','i'i-    i.i;ir.  ,  mi'i  !'■ 
ion  remained  URchaii.. '',  .ii.l'.  1     "    .  '  ■   :.      pi,  p  lo  .1  it  11 

which  he  rests' the  jusullciiioii  ul  !i..-  '..ni';.'.  'kfij  p'  i-    il-,si,  ^muiii;;  " 

sonalities.  .  in  which  at  on 

The  senator  next  attributes  to  me  the  assertion,  that   i,y  -jvhat  wa.-  .■ 

'" inchncd  10  inn 

when  the  poli; 
have  gained  a 
tion  of  our  old 


m 


on  me  a  cli.iige  ol  inconsistency.  I  am  pleased  that  ho 
has  afforded  me,  on  this  occasion,  an  opportunity  to 
speak  ol  ibis  portion  of  ourpolidcal  history,  and  of  the 
part  I  took.  It  is  one  thai  requires  explaiia'ion,  not 
only  in  rcft-reiicc  to  myself,  but  llie  party  to  which  I 
belong. 

In  supporting  the  mca.snre  to  which  the  .senator  re- 
ferred, f  was  not  alone:  I  acleil  » iili  the  gn  at  liody  of 
Ihe  party:  and,  if  I  took  a  in  mc-  |iio'iiiiieiit  pan  in  le'a- 
tioii  lo  thein  than  others,  it  is  lo  be  alinlnired  10  the 
position  which  I  held  in  the  house  and  ihe  party  at  the 
time.  It  is  not  my  iniention  to  defend  those  measures; 
but  lo  e.\|<lain,  in  ju>iii-e  lo  inv-sclf  and  ihe  parly,  die 
cireumMan.'.s  under  which  w'c  acted.  I  do  not  deny 
but  that  We  dcpaiicd,  111. ire  or  le:.s  fr.im  die  true  princi- 
ples and  policy  of  our  pariv;  hut  it  was  under  eireuin- 
stanees  which',  ih.iiigh  they  do  not  justify  ilu'  departure, 
ore  ealeulali'd,  in  a  ijreat  degree,  lo  excuse  it;  and  lo 
repel  cirectiially  any  inference  that  it  was  an  iiUeniional 
abandonment  of  them. 

No  popular  pnrty  is  proof  ai.tiiiist  siirees^,  and  the 
long  possession  of  Jiower:  and  su.di  pr.ivc.lt.>  be  the 
fact  in  our  ease.  We  had  bcii  in  'h.-  iiniiit.  rrupied 
pos.scssioti  of  power  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and 
liail  just  carried  throuith  siieecssfully  a  war  against  the 
.'leatcst  power  on  earih,  and,  at  the  same  lime,  ovcr- 
Sirown  the  parly  in  oppositi.Mi  to  us.  The  Hush  iif  vic- 
tory had,  asis  u.'Jual,  the  elleet  of  working  a  eonsidcra- 
ble  change  in  the  feclinit'i  and  views  of  our  pany, 
which  contrihuied  10  the  intro.luetion  of  the  measures 
to  which  the  senator  r.lir^  I'.ni  ili.Te  were  odier,  and 
'd  10  it.  During 
Il  from  a  deprc- 
want  of  donies- 
rii.le..^  which  we 
li.'uant..ri;.)od 
ic,  ..11  which  to 
i-eniratc  prompt- 
ly a  sulUcieiit  lorce  on  the  points  m-jiiaccd  i«- attacked 
by  the  enemy.  After  its  termination,  there  was  a  vivid 
recollection  of  the  dilUciilties  occasioned  by  these 
wants.  The  dan.'.r,  at  the  time,  to  ih.'  e.iunlry,  was 
believed  I o  be  eoiuieeie.l  exclnsu.  ly  v,iih  our  foreign 
relations.  Th.'  war,  11  is  tru.',  Iia  1  nriiiinated  sin-.ess- 
fully;  bill  lb.  n;  were  liosiile  ledums  left  heliind  on  both 
sides,  between  our  eountry  and  Ureal  Brittiin;  and  she 
kept  up  a  po«  erful  force  ill  her  possessions  in  our  iminc 


powerful  cm 
the  war,  the 

cialed  and  1 


.ndl 


.hieh 


I  intended  10  draw  a  comparison  belween  his  course 
and  mine  during  the  late  war,  if  time  had  permitted, 
accusino  me,  at  the  same  lime,  of  making  a  "ruiliiig- 
nccii.,-,i/ioti''  against  him.    My  answer  is,  that  I  said  no 


thing  like  it;  and  made  no  accusation  whatever,  either 
"railing"  or  speeifice.  I  said  not  a  W'T-I  "I  '  '""  /"'■- 
m,V;oig  me."  What  I  really  said  was  ,  i,.,'  K  .Inl'  i.iit; 
and  bears  no  analogy  whatever  to  wh.ii  h.  nniili  pc-^  to 
me,  as  the  senate  must  remember.  1  conliii.d  inysell 
10  an  in.iuiry  into  the  truth  of  the  picture  he  had  drawn 
ofhispatriotism;  and  his  curaparison  belween  his  pub- 
lic conduct  and  mine.  I  demonstrated  what  litUe  cl.iims 
he  had  lo  the  high  qualities  he  arrogated  tohimsell;  and 
how  unfounded  his  assumption  was  to  a  m-we  universal 
and  ardent  patriotism.  I  illustrated  all  this  by  a  refer- 
ence to  his  course  in  relation  to  abolition  and  the  taritt; 
and  declined  going  into  a  comparis'jn  benyeen  our 
courses  during  the  late  war— not  for  a  want  ol  time,  as 
he  states,  but  expi'essly  on  the  ground  that  the  eventsot 
dial  day  were  by-gone,  and  belonged.to  history,  where 
I  was  willing  to  leave  it,  and  where  I  should  leave  11, 
unless  provoked  to  go  into  the  comparison,  by  some  fu- 
ture atiack  from  the  senator.  I  added  not  a  word  ol  ac- 
cusation whatever,  either  "railing"'  or  otherwise.  It  is 
true  I  said  that,  at  one  time,  I  intended  to  go  into  a 


V-'  If.   111. 


Iculated  to  excite  our  vigi- 
li^ll  u^  of  111.'  ii.'.-i  ssity  of  bfctng 
.  .1  I'oip.-i.  liiM.l.'^  we  were  m 
,-.  ,|  111  a  |..ii'_'  anil  .liini;cnius  eon- 
I  1.  v..lution  111  Siianisli  America: 
II.'  L'i.'at  powers  of  Europe  united 
/A.  lIuhjAUiunct"  were  strongly 
I'lnlcr  tliese  circumstances,  and 
iiciples  ol  our  party  appeared  to 
iieiit  ascendency,  by  tlie  prostra- 
.'iils,  and  to  be  in  no  daimsr,  il  is 
h.'it  lire  measures  with  wRich  tho 
1.  s  nie  should  have  received  tho 
1  111.  pany  to  which  1  belong.  I 
I  then  be  lieved  the  danger  to 
'111- not  from  the  giving  away 
Icnce  lo'in  abroad:  and  that  I 
h'a,|  ;,  ,'  .  n:  ;:.i  11  lav  m  th.' i|imrier  which  expe- 
rieiiCL  i..i  1  '  >  111  really  did.  Tins  accounts  for  my 
course  ai  that  period. 

In  voung  for  the  tarifi"  of  181G,  which  I  nm  still  of  opin- 
ion was  a  judicious  measure,  v*'itli  the  exception  of  iha 
minimum  principle,  of  which  I  diink  as  badly  as  any 
one,  I  regarded  it  as  a  revenue  measure,  and  called  for 
by  the  cin'nm''tancesof  the  lime.  But  I  did  not  dream 
that  in  Ih  ■  "-'hiirl  space  of  twelve  years,  it  would  be 
pi'i'J.  I'l  ■  ',  II.  interested  into  an  instrument  of  such 
uiiImiii;  .  I  ...  ~  111  as  to  exact  and  pass  intothe 
rni-i'.o'.  111'  Il  ;  ;  r,i  the  whole  proceeds  of  our  foreign 
I  I  iiiiaLiiii.'  that,  in  inlpulucing  a 
I' uhir  /locM.ii  iiii.'nial  iiiiprove- 


not  at  all  w 
senator  nc 
support  of 
conlc.-s,  f  I 

be,  11  "'  VI 


exchanges. 

bill  lo  srt  "/'• 

ment,  and  \'\ 


i  mem    uuoi.....    .    n.  .■.,ii"re>-  10  .l.'icniune  thereafter 

companson.  I  'certainly  had  no  reason,  personally,  to  ,  '^^^  ,,,■  ^„^,,,,|.  ^,^.^r  that  subject,  and  to  what  ob. 
'■■' •;-!!'.l'=l'l™"''^ljects  the  funds.-^b.MiI 

character)  titer 

years,  the  VN'lioli 


.'.introl  over 


decline  it;  but  I  felt  a  strong  repugnance 

not  overcome,  to  recurring  back  to  such  distant  events, 

that  have  passed  out  of  the  circle  ot  the  nohtics  ot  the 

day.     Acting  under  its  influence,  I  limited  my  remarks^ 

in  reference  to  the  senator  and  niyscll, 

living  questions  of  the  day,  which  arc  si 

are  destined  to  e.Kercise  an  importaiii 

fuiurede-.toiv  of  the  country.  -Tin 

Hit  if  I  sb  Mild  b.'  for.ed  into  the  companson,  ishall 

not  online  mvscilf  sunplv  t.>  what  die  semitor  did  at  that 

imnorlant  peri..d  of  our  bislpry:  I  would  InUe  a  tar 
nue.  He  claims  tor  himsell  an  exalie.l  pairi..- 
above  others,  and  myself  m  particular;  ami 
ill  war  as  uill  as  pen..  ;  and  be  would  have 

,,,,,         ,'.,,  .,',."i.'iin.  ll  II'  M  1.  -1 Millie  not  only  for  whai 

i,„,j."/   L   .    |.,,\.  pii   1.    ./.'/..':/.    ii.,t  onlv  for  his  oie« 

^;i:.     !i.,  I 'in, ..',':,  :.  -'    1 sand' party,  which 

,,.,/,    ,   .  .    I,,-  ,,;,.K,j;,  ..r  i>//.</iC.     I  have  no  Wish, 

f,',,  •'  ,  ,-  -  In, ■..staled, toenteronthc  comparison; 
i,,,ii,  ,  ,  .-  I  wlllrcadasialementofsomedozcn 
or  li'  ,  cii  I  1.  ^  'les,  which  1  laid  my  hands  on  since 
he  com.n..',iced  his  reply;  and  which  will  fiif"''^';,^';!'; 
index  of  his  course  diiri-ig  ihat  period.  (Mr.  Weh.ler 
indicating  no  desire  for  the  reading,  :\Ir.  Calhoun  pro- 
ceeded:] ,     -       ,1 

Dropping,  then,  the  senator's  course  during  the  w_ar, 
I  shall  proceed  to  notice  some  remarks  of  his  in  refer- 
ence to  invself.  He  has  hunted  up  will;  much  industry, 
and  brought  forward  with  great  parade,  my  course  in 
relation  iS  ihe  tarifl'-lo  the  bank-an-l  the  b.Mius  bill, 
immediately  subseqiieiu  lo  llie  late  war,  in  order  to  ti  x 


wid.rr 
tism,  fa 
dirii.  I'. 


Id  be  applied,  (that  was  its  real 

was  the  least  danger  that,  in  a  few 
vvi  niio  of  the  country  would  become 

i!,i,    riMionu'  'll.'  various  sections  in 

wlii'i'l'i'il'i.'  -III.  ■''  ^'  '  'll  i"'.  «liosli.iuldget  most,  with- 
„ni  .mv  n  I,  n  n  ,  1  '  -  piil'li.'  _"io.l.  As  to  the  bank, 
placed  III  llie  .  H.  .iiii.-i.iiiccs  m  uhieli  I  and  those  with 
wiioiii  1  aetetl  were,  1  do  not  see  how  we  could  have 
aeled  dilfcrtn'ly,  even  with  our  present  experience. 
The  time  for  ref  mnalion  in  refercnee  to  the  currency 
had  n.it  llieii  arrived;  and  any  ultelnpl  nl  reform  would 
have  proveil  ab'.nivc. 

ISut  l.dl'er  11  "t  what  I  have  said  as  a  justification;  I 
acknowledge  we  nil  il.  p  iricil,  in  a  t;rcaieror  less doOTee, 
from  ill'-  si.rn  aiil  1 1  'i.l  pi  iin  i|il.  ^  .'f  the  party,  and  the 
true  pi.li.-y  .ll  I'l.  1:  I  '  1 1110.  Ill,  mill  wi  11  have  we  paid 
the  pcnal'y.  1'  ha-  1  nn^lii  m.  ..  It  -<on  never  to  be  for- 
mjtlen,  an'd  1  now  eiill  on  llic  younger  and  more  iuex- 
Scrienccd  mcmbeis  of  ilic  |)arty,  as  I  then  wtis,  to  profit 
by  our  example.  Avoid,  as  you  would  the  greatest  evil, 
the  least  departure  from  principle,  however  narndeseand 
innocent  it  may  at  the  time  appear  to  be.  The  small- 
est departure  will  pr.)ve  to  lie  an  entcnng"  wedge; 
and  the  others,  dilfering  from  you  in  views  and  princi- 
ples will  drive  ihe  measure  farther  than  you  ever  con- 
templated; jusl  as  we  have  seen  our  old  opponenta 
seize  on  the  tnrifi;  internal  improvement,  niid  ihe  bank, 
to  overthrow  our  principles  and  toeslabhsh  their  own. 
Never  cease  to  bear  in  mind  that  ours  is  a  liinilcd  go- 
vcriimont,  with  specific  powers;  and  that  if  ihe  pre- 
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scribed  line  be  passed  ever  so  little,  there  is  no  fixing 
any  limits  to  the  encroachments  of  power. 

Nor  IS  the  period  of  which  I  am  speaking  the  only 
one  in  which  success  has  caused  departure  fi-om  the 
principles  and  policy  of  our  party.  The  vast  revenue, 
which  the  protective  tariff  placed  at  the  disposal  ot  the 
government,  had  the  efi'ects  on  those  in  power  which 
might  have  been  anticipated.  They  no  longer  relied  on 
principles  as  the  means  of  preserving  their  ascendency. 
The  patronage  and  resources  of  the  Government  were 
deemed  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  and  many  measures 
were  adopted,  which  nill  hereafter  be  regarded  as  great 
and  dangerous  departures  from  the  creed  of  the  party: 
and  which  have  done  more  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  principles  and  pohcy  of  our  opponents,  and  to 
weaken  their  conlidence  in  ours,  than  all  other  causes 
put  together. 

As  to  myself,  each  revolving  year  impresses  me 
deeper  and  deeper  witli  the  truth  and  wisdom  of  the  old 
Virginia  school  of  politics.  Slie  was  blessed,  when  this 
government  went  into  operation,  with  leaders  of  the 
clearest  discernment  and  purest  painotism;  tlie  Jeffer- 
sons,  the  Taylors,  and  Roanes,  and  many  others,  who 
had  formed  the  most  just  conception  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  the  policy  to  be  pursued  to  preserve 
It.  I  had,  from  my  earliest  years,  imbibed  a  strong  at- 
tachment for  that  school.  Indeed,  I  may  say,  it  was  in- 
herited by  me.  But  I  never  realized  to  the  tult  extent  the 
depths  ol  its  wisdom,  and  the  vast  importance  of  adher- 
ing rigidly  to  its  maxims,  till  experience,  and  the  reflec- 
tion of  riper  and  more  advanced  years,  taught  me. 
And  here  is  the  broad  hne  of  distinction  between  the 
senator  and  myself,  which  he,  with  all  his  ingenuity, 
cannot  obliterate.  He  belongs,  and  always  has,  to 
another  and  an  opposite  school,  which,  to  designate  by 
its  most  distinguised  leader,  may  be  called  the  school 
of  Hamilton;  a  man  distinguised  for  his  great  abilities 
perfect  frankness,  and  ardent  patriotism,  but  who  was 
decidedly  inferior  to  Mr.  Jefl'erson  in  genius,  the  power 
of  original  thinliing,  and  the  clearness  and  depth  of  his 
conception  of  the  true  nature  and  characier  of  our 
government.  Belonging,  as  we  do  and  ever  have,  to 
schools  so  diverse,  our  agreement  lias,  been  casual, 
while  our  ditferenee  has  been  habitual  and  funda- 
mental, both  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  our 
government,  and  the  policy  it  ought  to  pursue;  and 
which  has  placed  us  opposite  to  each  other  on  the 
present,  and  most  of  the  other  great  quesdons  which 
nave  been  agitated  in  our  time. 

He  sees  in  the  success  of  the  present  question  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  principles  and  policy  to  which  I  am 
devoted,  and  in  its  defeat  the  advancement  of  his  own; 
hence  our  ditferenee,  and  the  ardor  of  the  present  con- 
flict— a  conflict  of  opposing  systems,  in  which,  as  one 
or  the  other  may  prevail,  the  future  destiny  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  pcrmanendy  influenced.  'I'iie  separaticm 
ot  the  political  and  moneyed  power  will  give  a  lasting 
ascendancy  to  the  political  school  to  which  I  belong, 
and  their  union  to  that  of  the  senator. 

He  is  right  in  fi.\ing  on  1325  as  the  year  when  ray 
views  in  relation  to  the  principles  and  character  of  the 
government  became  firmly  fi.xed  and  settled.  It  was 
then  I  took  my  seat  in  the  chair  which  you,  sir,  now 
occupy.  I  had  devoted  the  seven  preceding  years  la- 
boriously to  the  duties  of  the  war  department,  which  I 
had  found  in  a  state  of  complete  disorder,  and  which 
so  engrossed  ray  attention  as  to  leave  me  little  leisure 
to  attend  to  the  general  politics  of  the  country.  The 
change  of  office  gave  rae  both  time  and  opportunity  to 
view  more  minutely  the  general  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  I  did  not  neglect.  I  soon  saw  the 
incipient  state  of  those  disorders,  wliich  had  then  just 
begun  to  develope  themselves,  and  ihe  causes  in  which 
they  orimnated,  as  well  as  the  fearful  consequences  to 
which  tliey  threatened  to  lead.  This  induced  me  to 
make  a  careful  review  and  examination  of  the  princi 
pies  of  the  government.  I  went  to  the  source,  the  Ken 
tucky  resolutions  and  the  Virginia  resolutions  and  re 
port,  which  I  carefully  iiivestigated,  in  all  their  bearings 
I  then  turned  my  attention  more  carefully  to  the  inves 
ligation  of  the  character  and  tendency  of  what  was 
called,  at  the  time,  the  American  system,  and  saw 
clearly  ite  ojipressive,  corrupting,  and  dangerous  ten- 
dency. I  took  a  firm  stand  against  it.  Since  then, 
my  life  has  been  one  incessant  struggle  to  maintain  or 
restore  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  old  state-rights 
repubUcan  party,  regardless  of  all  personal  consequen- 
ces. During  this  long  period  of  tliirteen  years  of  con- 
tinued action,  amidst  the  most  trying  scenes,  I  may  bid 
defiance  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  to  point  out  the 
slightest  variation  in  my  course,  or  the  least  departure 
from  the  principles  or  doctrines  of  the  political  school 
to  which  I  belong.  I  may  be  accused  ot  carrying  my 
principles  too  far,  or  of  adhering  too  riijidly  to  niy°dc 
trines,  but  of  the  opposite  fauh  none  nave  ventured 
accuse  me.  My  adnerence  to  them  has  never  waver- 
ed under  the  greatest  difficulties  or  dan'jer.  If,  then,  I 
erred  in  common  with  the  great  body  of  the  parly, 
under  the  circumstances  «hicn  I  have  explained,  I,  at 
least,  have  long  since  made,  I  trust,  ample  amends.  II 
I  have  done  any  thing  to  contribute  to  the  common 
errors  of  the  period  immediately  subsequent  to  the  late 
war,  I  have  done  far  more,  I  hope,  towards  their  cor- 
rection, and  the  restoration  of  the  principles  and  doc- 
trines which  our  party  profess,  as  well  as  to  arrest  the 
ajcendencyof  theopposite.  To  this  great  object,  which 
I  solemnly  believe,  involves  our  liberty  and  the  per|)e- 
t  lation  of^  our  popular  and  free  iiislilutions,  I  have  de- 
voted my  life. 

Mr.  Wcbsler  said  he  would  correct  one  nu'sajiprchen- 
Bion.     ThesenatorfromSouthCarolinahad  understood 


him  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  revive  the  tariff  But  what  he  haa  said 
was,  that  there  was  doubt  w  hether  the  manufactures, 
under  the  minimum  provided  by  the  present  law,  would 
be  sufficiently  protected;  and  if  it  should  be  found  that 
they  were  not,  he  (Mr.  W)  would  endeavor  to  procure 
that  protection. 

Mr.  CUiij  said  it  would  be  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  he  should,  at  any  time,  interfere  in  a 
discussion  between  the  two  di.stinguished  senators  from 
Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina,  and  he  did  not  now 
rise  tor  such  purpose.  But  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  used  and  repeated  several  times  an  ex- 
pression which  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  not  permit  to  pa?s 
unnoticed.  He  was  the  more  surprised  at  it  because 
he  had  supposed  that  the  adjustment  of  accounts  be- 
tween that  senator  and  himself,  made  on  a  former  day, 
had  been  mutually  satisfactory,  as  it  certainly  had 
been  entirely  so  to  him  (Mr.  C.)  As  if,  however 
the  senator  still  had  some  remaining  feelingabout  it,  he 
had  been  pleased  to  describe  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  himself  (Mr.  C.)  as  "associates''  in  an 
attack  upon  him.  There  was  no  foundation  for  such 
an  assertion.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  never  conferred  with 
the  senator  from  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  what 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  intended  to  say  towards  the  senator 
from  Soutii  Carolina.  And  he  was  equally  ignorant  of 
what  course  the  senator  from  ^In^^:ichi;^ntt.^- intended 
to  pursue  towards  the  senator  li'iii  S  .m[|i  ( 'ari)li[ia  un- 
lill  he  heard  himin  the  senate.  I  fi^'  h"  r'm  ulted  with 
him  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  f'.' ^li'mlil  li:i\e  advised 
him  to  have  foieborne.  There  was,  thLTefoic,  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  imputation  of  association  or  con- 
cert in  any  attack  upon  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  impute 
any  improper  motives;  and  he  had  alluded  more  par- 
ticuluiiyio  the  senator  from  l\Ia.ssachusetts. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGKESS. 

SECOMD  SESSION SENATE. 

Jpril  20.  Mr.  McKciii  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Terrytown,  Bradford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  three  petitions  from  citizens  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania, 
playing  congress  to  abolish  slavery  immediately  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  author- 
ise George  Whitman  to  iinpoit  an  iron  steamboat 
free  of"  rliity.     Read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  new  mail 
route  from  Hackettstown  to  Belvidere,  Warren  Co., 
N.J. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  resolution  off'ered 
by  him,  concerning  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  great  length,  al- 
most wholly  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
power  to  pass  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Wall,  Preston, 
C/ai/,  of  Ala.,  White,  Grundy  Prentiss,  Rives,  Cal- 
lioun,  Roane,  and  Brown. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  understood  to  say  that  had 
the  time  not  been  late,  he  might  have  said  some- 
thing on  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  the 
bill;  but  he  should  now  say  nothing  till  the  bill 
should  come  up  on  its  third  reading;  nor  should  he 
jirobably  then,  unless  induced  to  do  so  by  some- 
thing from  the  other  side. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Rui'o'les, 
Smilh,  of  Con.,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wri-ht,  YoiiDg— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbiiis,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  White— 14. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monilay. 

Jlpril  23.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said, 
he  had  for  some  time  held  in  his  possession,  and 
he  would  now  present,  certain  proceedings  and 
resolutions  of  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Cle.ueland,  Ohio,  opposed  to  the 
sub-treasury  bill.  They  attributed  (Mr.  C.  said) 
the  present  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and 
business  of  the  country  to  the  action  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  they  deprecated  in  strong  but  respeclliil 
language  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  \\hich  he  had 
alluded.  They  regarded  the  proposed  separation  of 
the  government  from  (he  currency  anil  business  of 
the  country  as  wholly  unjii-itiliabie,  and  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  the  nature  and  geniusofourinstitiitions; 
and  they  were  desirous  that  the  government  should 


do  something  lo  bring  back  the  state  of  prosperity 
which  the  government  had  lost  for  itself  and  the 
country. 

These  proceedings  emanated  (Mr.  C.  believed) 
from  the  second  town  in  importance  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  situated  at  the  outlet  ofthe  great  canal  of  that 
state  into  Lake  Erie.  They  were  great  friends  of 
the  credit  system,  and  well  they  might  be,  because 
by  that  system  the  great  work  had  been  achieved, 
which  was  so  beneficial  and  important  to  them, 
and  so  creditable  to  the  enterprise  and  energy  of 
that  state. 

The  bill  which  they  deprecated  was  now  in  the 
other  house,  and  Mr.  C.  hoped  and  believed  that 
it  was  dead,  dead,  dead,  and  he  could  not  even  add 
that  supplication  which  usually  closed  the  sentence 
of  our  tribunals  of  justice  on  a  condemned  pris- 
oner, [May  Ihe  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  soul.] 
Yet,  though  he  believed  it  was  dead,  it  was  possi- 
ble that  the  president  and  the  other  friends  of  the 
measure  might  revive  it;  and  it  was"»to  meet  it,  if  it 
should  come  up  in  any  shape,  that  Mr.  C.  now  pre- 
sented these  resolutions,  anil  asked  that  they  might 
be  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table. 

The  proceedings  were  accordingly  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  message  from  the 
president  ofthe  United  States,  v\ith  papers  n-laling 
to  Indian  depredations  on  the  pro]ierty  of  an  indi- 
vidual, (not  heard.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AfUr  a  number  of  petitions  had  been  presented, 
and  some  other  business  of  minor  importance  trans- 
acted, the  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  oc- 
cupied the  rest  of  the  day  in  an  earnest  debate  on 
this  subject,  (to  be  published  hereafter.) 
The  bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 
Y'EAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Con., Tipton,  Trotter,  Williams, 
Wrijht,  Young  -27. 

NAYS— Mes:-rs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss. Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift, 
White— l.S. 

Mr.  Preston  gave  notice  of  his  design  to  enter 
on  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to- 
morrow. - 
The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 
.J/nil  24.  Mr.  Cl'iy  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said 
he  had  been  requested  to  present  a  petition,  very 
numerously  signed,  by  individuals  embracing  every 
class  of  the  coininunity — members  of  literary  in- 
stitutions, authors,  merchants,  and,  in  short,  all  the 
classes  of  society — in  behalf  of  passing  an  amend- 
ment lo  the  copyright  \'w;  that  is,  to  extend  the 
privilege  of  copyright  to  authors  of  such  foreign 
countries  as  allowed  American  authors  the  copy- 
right there.  They  urged  that  the  amendment  would 
conduce  greatly,  not  only  to  the  encouragement  of 
American  literature,  but  at  the  same  time,  would 
be  an  act  of  justice  to  for-eign  authors.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  presented  by  Mr.  C.  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  also  early  in  flie  present  one; 
it  had  engaged  a  large  share  ofthe  public  attention, 
and  had  occasioned  much  discussion  pro  and  con, 
and  it  had  been  itself  the  apparent  cause  of  the 
publication  of  several  hooks.  Mr.  C.  would  now 
take  the  opportunity  to  say  that  every  conviction 
which  had  impressed  him  heretofore  in  the  favor  of 
Ibis  object,  and  which  had  induced  him  to  move  in 
the  matter,  remained  unshaken,  and  was  even 
strengthened,  by  all  which  he  had  since  seen  and 
heard.  The  committee  had  had  this  subject  under 
their  considesation  for  some  time,  and  had  very 
properly  waited  thnt  they  might  fully  learn  the 
views  of  all  the  parties  concerned;  but,  as  the  ses- 
sion was  now  far  advanced,  Mr.  C.  felt  himself  at 
liberty  to  express  the  hope  that  the  committee 
would  now  report  on  the  subject  to  the  senate  at 
some  early  day,  and  that  the  measure  asked  for 
would  be  passed.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  bo 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed;  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

IMr.  Rives  also  presented  a  memorial,  which  he 
said  was  pr'ecisely  similar,  and  which  did  not  re- 
quire any  remark  from  him,  as  it  spoke  ably  and 
fully  foritself  He  would  only  say  that  it  came 
from  some  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  American 
literature,  and  was  entitled  to  every  respect  and 
consideration.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  sim- 
ilar character,  signed  by  ditlerenlclassesof  persons, 
booksellers  and  others.     The  discussion  before  the 
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public.  Mr.  P.  said,  to  which  tlie  senator  from  Kcn- 
luclcy  liaJ  alliuleJ,  was  mainly  between  onthors 
»n<l  publisliers,  wtio  tiacl  sujiposed  tliemselves  to 
have  dill'erent  interests  on  this  subject,  authors 
bein;  oro|iinion  that  their  interests  would  be  sub- 
icrved  by  an  international  copy-right  law.  The 
jiscii?sion  hail  been  of  some  warmth,  and  had  run 
5Ut  siiincwhat  into  other  collateral  matters.  Mr. 
P.  believed  the  senate  had  already  passed  the  bill 
isked  for,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  public 
jpiriion  was  very  2;enerally  favorable  to  it,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  all  civilized  foreign  couii- 
Irics.  A  distinguished  member  had  introduced  a 
jill  of  this  kind  in  the  British  ])arliament,  and  had 
idvocated  it  with  much  eloquence  and  ability.  In 
France,  also,  a  measure  of  the  same  kind  was  con- 
leraplated  or  in  progress;  and  in  Germany,  where  it 
was  of  more  const<pience  than  any  where  else,  be- 
:ause  they  were  the  most  e.xteiisive  makers  of 
)ooks.  ftir.  P.  would  be  happy  to  think  that  the 
United  Stales  had  taken  the  first  step  on  this  sub- 
cct,  by  proposing  a  general  system  for  the  commu- 
lity  of  nations,  and  for  the  literary  class,  who  ex- 
•rcised  a  very  great  control  over  public  senliment. 

An<l  there  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  a  more 
avorable  time  for  the  adojition  of  this  general  mea- 
uire  than  the  present,  at  the  moment  when  the 
public  mind  throughout  the  world  was  in  a  state  of 
•epose,  was  in  a  state  of  general  sympathy  and 
jomogeneousness,  and  of  general  union  on  subjects 
:onnected  vsilh  the  happiness  and  improvement  of 
nankind.  This  was  owing  to  the  great  degree  of 
jni\'ersal  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  which 
lad  existed  lor  the  last  twenty-live  years  through- 
jut  the  civili-,!pd  world — a  degree  greater  than  had 
■xisted  belore  since  the  death  of  the  second  An- 
ionine. 

This  memorial.  Mr.  P.  said,  was,  to  a  great  ex- 
:ent,  from  booksellers  and  publishers,  sliowing  that 
Ihere  was  now  on  tlieirpart  a  conformity  with  the 
opinions  of  American  authors  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
?.  moved  that  it  b'--  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table  ; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Biic'iiviait  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
rhamber  of  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
;h«  attempt  to  keep  the  river  free  of  ice  by  means 
)f  the  icebreakers  had  essentially  failed,  and  asking 
'atther  labilities  from  corigress;  recommending, 
ilso,  that  New  Castle  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  that 
I  winter  harbor  be  provided  for  low  down  the  river 
Delaware,  and  that  certain  piers  in  that  river  be 
■epairerl  or  constructed.     Referred. 

Mr.  B.  also  preseiited  the  memorial  of  Walter 
fohnson,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  national  in- 
itilulion  of  the  physical  sciences  as  connected  with 
the  public  service.     Referred. 

Mr.  _Buy«n/ presented  a  memorial  of  the  society 
of  friends,  praying  some  act  for  the  protection  or 
a:nviioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  parlicularly  against  the  unnecessary  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  Florida.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Robinson  presented  some  pa- 
pers, which  were  referred,  the  general  import,  even, 
of  which,  the  re|)Orter  could  not  ascertain. 

After  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  had 
been  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 

The  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  lUoni- 
pelier,  Vermont  came  up,  and  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Hubbird,  who  presented  a  letter  to  him  from  the 
commissioner  on  pensions,  adverse  to  the  object, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Pmiiss  said,  Ihat  in  introducing  the  bill  he 
had  been  influenced  by  motives  of  jiublic  accom- 
modation, and  especially  by  a  regard  to  the  con- 
venience ami  interest  of  that  class  of  patriotic  and 
meritorious  persons  who  were  enjoying  the  liber- 
ality and  beneficiencc  of  the  government.  The  bill 
had  been  reported  by  the  committee  on  pensions  at 
two  or  three  successive  sessions,  and  he  had  hoped 
that  no  opposition  would  be  made  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee had  not  acted  upon  the  supposed  narrow  and 
arbitrary  rule,  that  no  more  than  two  pension  agen- 
cies should  be  established  in  any  state.  They  had 
at  did'erent  limes  reported  bills  establishing  addi- 
tional agencies,  though  these  bills,  for  the  want  of 
time,  had  not  been  finally  acted  upon. 

The  bill  proposed  to  establish  a  pension  agency 
at  Montpelier,  the  seat  of  goveimmrnt  of  Vermont, 
for  the  pavment  of  pensioners  residing  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Washington,  Orange.  Caledonia,  Orleans, 
Essex,  and  Lamoille,  counties  lying  north  of  or 
adjacent  to  Jlonfpclier.  No  one  looking  to  the 
geography  of  the  state,  no  one  casting  his  eye  upon 
the  map,  could  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  say,  with- 
I  out  regard  to  any  other  considerations,  that  Mont- 
pelier,  of  all  places  in  the  state,  was  the  most  suit- 
able and  proper  one  lor  a  pension  agency.  It  was 
central  in  its  position,  of  easy  access  from  all  parts 
of  the  state,  and  especially  from  the  several  coun- 
ties named  in  the  bill. 


The  state  was  froin  forty  to  fifty  miles  w  ide  at 
its  southern  extremity,  gradually  widening  in  ex- 
tent until  it  became  more  than  a  hundred  miles  in 
width  on  its  tiorthern  frontier.  There  was  an 
agency  established  on  the  extreme  western  limits, 
and  also  one  on  the  extreme  eastern  limits,  the  lat- 
terbeing  within  sixty  miles  of  the  south  line  of  the 
state.  Many  pensioners  in  the  counties  mentioned 
in  the  bill  were  obliged  to  go  from  seventy  to  a 
hundred  miles,  and  some  a  hundred  and  thirty  or 
forty  miles,  to  get  to  either  of  thfse  agencies,  'riiis 
was  not  only  a  great  iuconverdence  to  the  pension- 
ers, but  occasioned  an  expense  and  charge  to  them 
to  which  they  ought  not  to  be  subject.  If  the  agen- 
cy provided  by  the  bill  should  be  established,  this 
inconvenience  would  be  removed  and  the  ixpense 
now  incurred  in  a  great  measure  avoidi  d.  Mont- 
pelier,  as  alreaily  observed,  was  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. The  legislature  convened  there  early  in  Oc- 
tober, soon  after  one  of  the  semi-annual  instalments 
to  pensioners  became  due;  and  as  each  town  iii  the 
state  sent  a  representative,  pensioners  might  send 
and  get  their  laoney  without  expense  or  i/iconve- 
nience. 

It  was  true,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hubbard,)  that  the  se- 
cretary of  war  had,  by  huv,  power  to  establish  as 
many  agencies  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  might  think 
proper,  and  that  application  might  be  mail.'  to  him. 
iJut  it  was  also  true,  as  the  senator  well  knew,  that 
the  secretary  bad  adopted  as  a  rule  of  his  depart- 
ment, in  order  to  rid  himself  of  troublesome  and 
vexatious  importunities,  to  establish  but  two  agen- 
cies in  any  one  state;  leaving  it  lo  the  discretion  of 
congress  to  establish  more  or  not.  It  would  be  in 
vain,  therelbre,  to  apply  to  the  war  department,  as 
two  agencies  already  existed  Iti  Veru:ont.  Mr.  P. 
believed  that  the  adiiitinnal  agency  would  be  a  treat 
convenience  and  benefit  to  tiie  pensioners  residing 
in  the  northern  prut  of  the  state,  and  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  p.ass. 

Mr.  Su-ifl  and  Mr.  Chnj,  of  Alabama,  also  spoke 
in  la\or  of  the  bill,  which  was  then  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  fur  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  bill  respecting  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  and 
made  the  special  older  for  Fiiday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trailer,  (who  made  some  re- 
marks to  show  the  urgency  and  propriety  of  the 
isiire.)  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  the  commission  instituted  for  claims  under 
the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  the  bill  was  amended  as 
recommended  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  lo  the  special  onlerof 
the  day — being  the  Ibllowiiig  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, moved  by  Mr.  Preslon  on  the  4th  of  January, 
viz: 

Whereas  the  just  and  true  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  extended  on 
the  southvN'est  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  which 
river  continued  to  be  the  true  boundary  line  until 
the  territory  west  of  the  Sabine  was  surrendered  lo 
Spain  by  the  treaty  of  IS  1 9:  And  whereas  such  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  the  United  States  is  of  evil 
precedent,  and  of  questionable  constitutionality: 
And  whereas  many  wcigldyronsideral  ions  of  policy 
make  it  expedient  to  re-establish  the  said  true  boiiii- 
ilarv,  and  to  annex  to  the  United  States  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  state  of  Texas,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  said  state: 

Be  it  therefore  resolred.  That,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  state,  previously  had,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  elfected  consistently  with  the  public  faith  and 
treaty  stipulations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  desir- 
able and  expedient  to  re-annex  the  said  territory  to 
the  United  States. 

l^lr.  Preston  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  about 
two  hours  in  support  of  the  resolution.  When  he 
had  concluded,  no  other  member  rising,  the  resolu- 
tion was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  P.,  for  the  pre- 
sent, ordered  to  lie  on  the  t.nlde,  in  consequence  o/ 
the  indisposilion  of  .Mr.  ir«/A'fr,w  ho,  it  was  under 
stood,  desired  to  speak  on  it. 

The  senate  then  took  an  executive  session,  and 
then  adjouined. 

.Ipril  25.  The  Vice  President  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  navy  department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  senate  resolution  of  March  1st,  with  a  list 
of  agents  of  the  navy  pension  fuml,  copies  of  the  in- 
structions given  them,  of  accounts  and  correspon- 
dence with  them,  &c.  Laid  o.'i  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  a  communication  from 
the  collector  at  Boston,  in  relation  to  certain  banks 
in  that  city.     Referred. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  ioint  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  by  the  Uniied  Statfs  of  the  island  at  the 
confluence  of  the  St.  Peter's  and  Mississippi  rivers. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Some  business  of  minor  importance  was  dispos- 
ed of,  when  the  bill  supplementary  (o  the  acts  lor 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  under  the  11th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1S30  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians, was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  White,  chairman 
ol  the  select  commillec  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
declaring  that  there  was  no  satislactory  evidence 
lo  sustain  the  char.'e  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  New 
Jeisy,  against  the  honcuable  John  Ruggles,  and 
that  It  was  inexpedient  for  the  senate  lo  take  any 
larther  measures  ther.on,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to,  without  debate  or  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pieutiss,  the  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  establish  a  board  of 
commissioners  lo  hear  and  examine  claims  against 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  o(  Mr.  Menic'.;  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  lo  re.piire  the  special  solicitor  lo  file  written 
arguments  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  counsel  for 
claiuianls,  not  only'when  he  should  think  pioper,  but 
when  the  bciaid  si  ould  require  him  lo  do  so;  and, 
also,  prohibiting  bim  from  practising  as  an  attorney 
in  any  coiiit  ol  law  or  equity  in  the  country. 

Ml.  Kins:,  who  said  he  had  not  been  attending  (o 
the  adoption  of  these  amendmeuls,  mov.d  to  modify 
the  bill  so  as  lo  take  away  all  discretion  on  this 
point,  anil  require  the  solicitor  lo  file  a  written  argu- 
ment with  the  commissioners  in  every  ease. 

riie  general  meiils  of  llie  bill  were  now  ilisciissed 
i.;  length,  by  Messrs.  Nnrtetl,  Hubbard,  Prentiss, 
Benton,  Valhuiin.  AiVe.s,  Burhnnun,  Tipton,  Bayurd, 
Clny,  (f  Alabama.  Sci-ier,  KIdte,  and  I.inn. 

Mr.  Boijnrd  (.Mr.  King  having  temporarily  with- 
drawn lus  amendment)  moved  to  stiikc  fioin  the 
bill  the  iirnvision  for  a  special  solicitor. 

Mr.  Ciilhoun  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
with  a  view  to  reler  the  wiiole  subject  lo  a  special 
coinmitlee,  who  should  devise  and  repcil  a  system 
of  joint  rules  for  Ihe  two  bouses,  by  which  claims 
should  be  more  certainly  and  edicienllv  decided  by 
llie  two  houses  Ihemstdves,  the  claims  being  pre- 
sented as  now  and  heretofore.  This  motion  was 
negatived  as  follows: 

VKAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Chy.  ol  Alabaiia.  Lumpkin,  Morris.  Norvell.  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Trotler,  Wri^'ht,  Youni— i:i. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bavard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  (.'laylon,  Ciitlenden,  Cuthberl,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Spence,  Swilt,  Tipton,  Wal- 
ker. White,  Williams— 27. 

The  quc'^tion  recurring  on  Mr-  Bayard's  motion 
to  strike  out  Ihe  whole  provision  for  a  special  solici- 
tor, it  was  carried  in  Ihe  aflirmalive  withcul  a  divi 
sion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bajard,  Ihe  number  of  com- 
missioners provided  for  by  the  bill  was  reducal 
f  0111  'Kree  to  twc.  Tl  e  provision  allowing  claim- 
ants to  appear  by  counsel,  was  also  stricken  out, 
to  correspond  with  the  want  of  a  solicitor  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris 
the  senate  then  adjouined. 

.■Jjiril.  26.  The  senate  was  engaged  nearly  all  of 
to-day  on  the  bill  lo  create  a  boaid  of  ccmmissioiiei-s 
to  examine  and  report  on  claims  against  the  United 
Slates.  The  bill  was  ordeid  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading:  Yeas  23,  nays  15.  Particulars  of  the 
day's  proceedings  in  our  next. 

IIOVSE    OF    RErKESE\T.\TIVF.S. 

Friday,. ilpril  20.  Among  Ihe  rcpoi  Is  made  to- 
day were  the  follow  iiig  : 

Mr.  Pelrilxin,  from  Ihe  committee  for  thcDislrict 
of  Columbia,  reported,  wilhont  ainrndment,  the 
bill  to  incorporate  certain  banks  in  the  Distiict  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  alTairs, 
reported  with  amendments,  senate  bill  lo  authorise 
the  appointment  of  four  additional  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  afi'air.'. 

Mr.  Randolph,  (r^m  llie  commiltee  of  agricul- 
ture, reported  a  joint  resi  lution  to  aull.orise  the 
president  of  the  Uniied  Slates  to  lease  gratuitously, 
lor  ten  years,  any  lot  ol  lai  d  bi  longing  to  the  Un  led 
States,  anrl  not  included  in  the  enclosed  public  lands, 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry  and  sugar  beet. 

Mr.  McKay,  Iron  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  r.soliilioii  authorising  Ihe 
secretary  of  w.-r  lo  purchase  a  site  in  the  District  of 
Cidumbiafor  3  powder  magazine  and  keeper's  house. 

Mr.  Hojdcins'  resnIuMon  of  inquiry,  as  to  the 
connexion  of  the  government  with  the  press,  and 
Ihe  expediency  of  destroying  that  connexion,  with 
Mr.  Dromgooi.-'s  amenirment,  extending  thai  in- 
quiry to  some  kindreil  and  other  lo|ries,  coining  up 
in  order,  Mr.  Carland.af  Virginia,  crminencTri  a 
reply  to  I  i<  coll  ague,  (."Mr.  Droti  i;o„|r, )  «  ho  bad 
I  r.'posed  till- amendment, (which  will  begiirn,«l  en 
finished,  with  the  rest  of  the  deha'e,)  but  which 
was  not  completed  when  the  hour  expired. 
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Tliis  lUiy  being  private  business  day,  and  the 
board  of  claiuis  bill  being  the  special  order, 

IVIr.  Cambrekng  rose,  and  said  that  the  public 
business  required  to  be  proceeded  with  immediate- 
ly. He  would  thereloie  move  to  jiostpone  the  pri- 
vate and  special  orders,  and  take  up  the  unfinished 
public  business.  On  this  motion,  (requiring  a 
vole  of  two-thiids,)  Mr.  C.  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  h  iiich  were  ordered;  and  tiie  motion  prevail- 
ed'by  the  following  vote  :  Yeas  139,  nays  -IS. 

The  unfinislied  business,  being  the  Cumberland 
road  bill,  was  then  taken  up,  pending  Mr.  Under- 
wood's motion  to  recommit,  vvilh  instructions;  and 
the  debate  (to  be  given  hereafter,  in  full)  was  con- 
tinued by  Messrs.  Clowney,  Pickens,  and   Coium. 

Mr.  Casey,  of  lUuiois,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Pickens  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  [This  motion  had  pre- 
cedence.] Mr.  Biige:s  asked  forthe  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  asked 
for  a  call  of  the  house.     Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pickens' 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  follow- 
ing \'ote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Andicws,  Atherton,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bickuell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodiicad,  Cara- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraif,  Dromgoole,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Farringlon,  James  Garland,  James  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haynes,  Ilopkin--, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, J.  W.Jones,  Kemble,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lvon,  Mallnry,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
Maury,  McKny,  A.  McClellan,  Montgomery,  Sam- 
uel W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Pennybacker,' Pirkens,  Reily.  Ilenrher, 
Rhelt,  Richardson,  Robeitson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, Thomp- 
son. Toncey,  Towns,  Tnrney,  Underwood,  Van- 
derveer.  Weeks,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise— 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, Johr.  V;.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beatty,  Biddle, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chillis,  Collin,  Corvvin. 
Cranston,  Curtis,  dishing,  Davee,  Davies,  Dunn, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  Fry,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Williau.  Gra- 
ham, Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halstead,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan, Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Holiman,  HowanI,  W.  H.  liunter, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Keini, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McChire,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Morgan,  Calvary  Morris.  Naylor,  Noyes,-  Ogle, 
Parmeiiter,  Patterson,  Pavnter,  Peck,  Pelrikin, 
Phelps,  Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Souihgate,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus, 
Toland,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  Jolfu  White,  E 
Whittlesey,  J.  L.  Williams,  Woithington,  Yell, 
Yorke— 109. 

The  demand  of  Mr.  Cascij  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded  by  tellers — Ayes  91,  noes  6L 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  "  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ?"  Ordered.  And  the  house  decided  that 
the  main  question  should  now  be  put — Yeas  108, 
nays  86.  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Noith  Carolina, 
moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  Tiie  question  re- 
curring on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Reed 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered.  And  the 
house  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  100.  nays 
95.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost. 
Mr.  Jlhett  moved  a  call  of  file  house.  Lost. 
Next  Monday,  to-morrow,  and  this  day,  were  nam- 
ed as  the  time  of  reading  the  bill  the  third  time. 
Mondaj'— lest.  To  morrow— lost.  The  C/iirir 
naming  the  question  as  being  on  to-day,  Mr.  T/io- 
mas  moved  the  first  Monday  of  May  U'-xt,  and  on 
this  he  askeil  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  IViell  then 
moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  Mr.  Klmore  mov- 
ed a  call  of  the  house  Mr.  Thompson  asked  lor 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion.  Ordered.  Mr. 
Elmore  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  Ayes  73, 
noes  not  counleil.  The  yeas  and  nays  we're  then 
taken  on  ordering  a  call  of  the  house;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  as  Ibllous:  Yeas  fi2,  nays 
107.  Mr.  TAo«i;)S9/i  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote  :  Yeas  8.3,  nays  95.  The  question 
recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day,  Mr.  C/iapmnn.  of  Alabama,  aski'd 
lor  the  yeas  iuid  nays,  Losl.  The  house  lluui  or- 
dered the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  this  day.  Aiirl 
the  bill  being  read,  Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  jirevi- 


ous  question  (on  the  passage  of  (he  bill,)  which 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  Connor  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
bill  was  passed  by  the  foUov^'ing  vote  ; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Bronson,  John  Calhoon,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cur- 
tis, Cusliing,  Daiee,  Davies,  DeGraif,  Dunn,  Ew- 
ing, R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Rice  Garland, 
Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Halsted,  Hainuiond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hollinan,  How- 
ard, W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Johnson,  Leadbettei-,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  parmenter, 
Patterson,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pctrikin,  Pope,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  Rari'den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rus- 
sell, Siblev,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Taylor,  tilling- 
hast, Titu's,  Toland,  Webster,  A.  'S.  White,  J. 
While,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  J.  L.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington.  Yell,  Yorke— 'j(). 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng,  William  B. 
Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B  Carter,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cushmaii, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Elmore. 
Everett,  Farringfcn,  Fry,  J.  Garland,  Graves, 
Griffin,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  T.  B.Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keini,  Kemble,  Kliiigen- 
smilh,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury, 
McKay,  Abraham  McChllan,  McClure,  Montgo- 
mery,'S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Pennybacker,  Pickens,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhelt, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  II.  Sheppenl. 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
SIratlon,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
H.  L.  Turnev,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Waeeiier, 
Weeks,  L.  'Williams.  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W. 
V/illiams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise— SO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  house  then  ad- 
journed— it  being  twenty  minutes  before  6  o'clock. 

Saturday,  Jlpril  21.  After  several  reports  on 
piix'ate claims  had  been  received, 

Mr.  Lincoln,  fiom  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  reported  an  amendment  to  the  hill  for 
taking  down  the  treasury  building,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands  were  discharged  from  the  petition 
of  William  Stringer;  also,  of  the  petilion  of  the 
Alabama  legislature,  for  pre  emption  to  settlers 
who  lost  Iheir  settlements  by  certain  Indian  treaties, 
and  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  enfiies  of 
public  lands  in  lots  of  40  acres;  which  said  )ieli- 
tions  were  severally  committed  to  the  commitfee 
of  the  whole  house  which  have  in  charge  bills  for 
similar  purposes. 

The  joint  resolution  of"  the  house,  authorising 
the  secretary  of  war  to  purchase  a  site  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  for  a  new  powder-magazine  and 
keeper's  house,  and  flie  bill  ibr  the  relief  of  J.  A. 
Fleming,  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  FiaV/reW  obtained  leave  to  offer  several  peli- 
lions  in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  select  comiiiitlee  on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  which  was  Mr.  Hopkins' 
resolution  for  separating  the  government  from  all 
connexion  with  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  resumed  and  concluded 
his  remark  oi)  that  subject;  when  Mr.  (f'/se  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  but  yielded  it  lo  Mr.  S.  Williams,  who 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Dromgoole  to  Mr.  Hopkins'  resolution  by  appending 
(hereto  his  own  resolnliouon  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment; modified,  however,  by  oniiiting  the  woids 
"illustrious  Anilrcw  Jacfsou,''  and  suhsliluting 
■'the  bte  president  of  the  United  Stales." 

On  this  amendment  he  addressed  the  house,  and 
had  proereded  for  a  short  tini",  when  the  morning 
hour  expired,  and  the  subjeet  lies  over, 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maiyjmd,  asked  the  house  lo 
fake  up  ihe  moliou  lor  reconsidering  the  leave  ol 
absence  fiom  the  1st  of  May  next  of  Mr.  Smith,  ol 
Maine. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  (he 
lules,  and  on  this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  orthued,  and,  being  taken,  result- 
ed as  follows:  Yeas  87,  nays  92.  (Not  a  raajorily, 
two-thirds  being  necessary  to  carry  the  motion.) 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  calen- 
dar of  private  bills,  and  took  up  the  hill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Dr.  Philip  Turner,  with  tlie  amendment  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause. 


'; 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  Noith 
Carolina,  to  make  the  bill  appointing  commissioners 
of  private  claims  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  next,  hut  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  the  previous  question  on  Mr. 
Turner's  bill,  but  it  was  not  sustained;  and  the  de- 
bate on  the  bill  was  re-opened,  and,  as  before,  oc- 
cupied the  house  for  several  hours.  [The  reason 
of  the  interest  felt  in  this  bill  (beyond  that  ordiua- 
rily  exhibited  in  regard  to  private  bills)  was  that  it 
involves  the  principle  of  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  the  commutation  pay  of  revolutionary  olficers.) 

Mr.  Hdley  terminated  this  vexed  discussion  by 
movingthe  jjrevious  question. 

Mr.  Cushman  thereupon  moved  a  call  of  the 
house. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  G/ascocfc  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  adjournment;  lost,  ayes 
C2,  noes  68. 

The  "previous  question  was  then  seconded — ayes 
75,  noes  49,  when  the  question  on  engrossing  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  hays, 
as  follows;  Yeas  75,  nays  76.  So  the  bill  was  re- 
jected. 

After  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken,  but  be- 
fore they  we're  announced,  Mr.  ]Vise  said  he  hail 
voted  through  inadvertence,  being  personally  inte- 
rested in  the  question;  and  he  requested  that  big 
vote  be  erased. 

After  some  hesitalion,  it  was  ordered  that  the; 
vote  be  erased  from  the  journal:  not  as  though  he 
were  excused,  but  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no 
right  to  vote.  : 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a  similar  request,  and  on  the 
■same  ground.  Several  attempt  were  made  to  debate 
the  question,  wdiich  were  declared  to  be  out  of  or- 
der, the  house  having  decided  on  it  by  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  Mercer's  vote  was  erased. 

Mr.  Toucey,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
late  duel,  by  leave,  made  a  report,  the  considera 
tion  of  which  he  moved  should  be  postponed  to  two' 
weeks  from  Monday  next,  and  that  it  be  printed, 
He  said  this  molion  was  made  by  the  unanimous 
order  of  the  committee. 

[This  rejiorl  not  having  been  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, the  clerk  of  the  bouse  ha.<,  perhaps  very  pro- 
perly, declined  to  allow  copies  to  be  taken  of  any 
part  of  it.  We  are  enabled,  however,  to  state 
•  generally,  that  its  conclusions  are  that  Mr.  Wise-, 
on  account  of  his  participation  in  the  duel,  is  deeply 
involved  in  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house, 
and  is  deserving  of  censure  by  the  house;  that  Mr. 
Jones  is  also  involved  in  a  breach  of  tlie  privilege: 
of  the  house,  and  also  deserving  of  censure.  In  re- 
gard  to  other  persons,  accessaries  or  speetatorsj 
(except  as  follows,)  the  committee  contents  itself 
with  slating  facts  and  evidence,  without  recom 
mending  any  action.  From  the  Globe  of  Saturday 
night,  whose  publishers  appear  to  have  had  access 
to  the  repoit  before  it  was  presented  lo  the  house, 
we  obtain  the  following  quotations  from  the  repoit 

FROM    THE    GLOBE. 

In  relation  to  Mr.  Graves,  the  recommendation  is 
in  the  following  words: 

"The  committee,  therefore,  viewing  the  bread 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  ol  the  house,  on  the  par 
of  Sir.  Graves,  to  have  been  an  offence  of  this  higl 
character,  against  the  vital  piinciple  of  a  delibera 
live  assembly  and  of  rcpresenfalive  government, 
feel  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  pieseMl|'a 
to  the  house  a  rtsoU'ition  that  he  be  expelled  t' 
fiom." 

in  conclusion  ihe  repoit  says: 

"The  cominiltee  enteitain  no  doubt  that  Jamc 
^Vatson  Webb  has  been  guiity  of  a  breach  of  Ih 
privil  ges  of  the  house,  fiui  they  also  concur  unan 
iniously  in  the  opinion,  that  i'f  there  be  any  reS 
ground'  to  believe  that  a  conspiracy  to  assassinat 
actually  existed,  as  set  forth  in  that  atroein::s  paptj 
drawn  up  by  him,  signed  by  Daniel  J 
William  11.  RInrcll.  sworn  to'by  Ihe  latter,  and  put 
lished  in  Ihe  New  York  Courier  and  Euquii 
be  left  to  Ihe  chaslisement  of  flie  courts  of  la 
public  opinion,  and  that  the  house  will  eons 
own  dignify  and  the  public  inleiests  by  bestowin,, 
upon  him  no  further  notice."] 

Mr.  Grenndl,  in  behal!  of  himself  and  Mr.  Rar 
den,  members  of  the  committee,  presented  a  wri 
ten  slalement  of  their  views,  which  he  asked  migl 
be  printed  with  the  report. 

Mr.  Elmore,  not  being  able  to  agree  \\ith  eith' 
in  Ihe  repoit  of  the  majorities,  asked  have  lo  pri 
sent  in  v\  riling  his  view's,  and  that  this  pajicr  migt 
be  printed  Willi  the  rest. 

Mr.  Jtoberlson  said  thai,  having  understood  th 
this  repoi  I  would  probably  be  brought  into  the  hpui 
lo-day.he  had  exaniined'the  parliamentary  law  r 
lafiiig  to  the  subject.  The  subject  wasol  impoii 
ance,  not  merely  as  it  related  to  the  parties  iinpl 
cated,   but  as  it  bore  upon  the   privileges   of  II 
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bouse.  Tlic  result  of  his  examination  was  a  con- 
viction tliat  it  uas  the  duty  of  the  house  to  recom- 
mit these  reports  to  tlie  select  committee  from 
B"hich  they  came,  with  instructions  that,  if  any 
member  or  membirs  of  the  house  should  be  impli- 
:atecl,  the  committee  should  fortlnvitli  report  that 
act  to  the  house,  and  await  its  further  order  on  the 
irciiiises.  He  quoted  Jelferson's  JNIanual,  to  show 
liat  <uch  was  the  law  of  parliament  as  laid  down 
II  tliat  boolc,  viz:  That  the  committee  could  not 
I  '-'id  astepon  itsowii  authority  when  the  charac- 

1  'fa  memuer  of  the  house  was  involved;  because 
!-  the  privilege  of  the  house  itself  to  take  cog- 
II'  of  the  conduct  of  its  members;  and  ofcve- 
iiiber  to  have  such  cognizance  exerted  by  the 
alone.  He  was  utterly  ignorant  of  what 
I  be  the  contents  of  the  voluminous  report 
■  by  the  committee;  but  whatever  they   might 

.  i.  ■  hoped  they  would  not  be  sent  to  the  world 
lii  itiis  question  should  be  diil^'  considered.  He 
hi'irfore  moved  that  the  report  and  all  the  other 
>a|H  IS  be  laid  for  the  preseiit  upon  the  table. 

.^Ir.  FiV/niorc  called  lor  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
uliiiii.  if  any,  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
le  Ija.l  repotted  to  the  house. 

Mr.  7Ji)o«  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  whidi 
n  'lion  prevailing,  ayes  S6, 

The  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Mt.rh'luy,  .IfHl  23.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Touccij, 
iMinnan  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of 
In  late  duel,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
I'piMt.and  to  print,  was  discussed  during  the  whole 
i|  III  day  by  several  members;  of  which  discussion 
n  account  will  be  given  in  our  next,  if  practica- 
'','■.     No  question  was  taken. 

I  '1  motion  of  iMr.  Cinnhrehng.ftoin  the  commit- 
iL  III  ways  and  means,  the  commiltee  of  the  whole 
•Tere  discharged  from  the  bill  heretofore  reported 
o  authorize  the  issue  of  ft  10,000,000  in  treasury 
lotes;  as  also  from  the  bill  reported,  snpplementa- 
y  to  the  act  of  October  last,  authorizing  the  issue 
i  $'10,000,000  in  treasury  notes;  and  "these  bills 
vere  lecommittod  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 

:'ans.     And  thereupon, 

Mr.  CambreUne,  lioin  the  committee  of  ways 
nd  means,  reported  a   new  bill  in  the  following 

ords: 
V  bill  to  carry  into  cfTccl  an  act  approved  the  12ih  day 

of  October,  1S37,  "to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 

notes." 

Be  it  eruirle'I  hii  ffic  xcnate  and  house  of  representairces 
f  the  i'ftiftd  Shitis  of  Ainvrica  in  cojigress  asseiTibled, 
That  the  .-ecrelary  oi  ilie  treasury,  with  the  approba- 
ipn  of  the  president  of  die  Umied  Slates,  is  hereby  au- 
borized  to  cau^e  treasury  notes  to  be  issued,  accordinij 
0  the  provisions  of  an  act  enlided  "an  act  to  authorize 
he  issuing  of  treasury  note.":,''  approved  the  twelfth  day 
if  October  lasi,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or 
nnv  he, issued  underthe  auilioriivof  the  act  aforesaid, 
nd  w^ich  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  he,  paid  itito 
he  trea.surv  and  can<"el!ed. 

This  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the 
lominittee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 

lion. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  the  following: 
To  the  hoit^e  of  rrprmenfiUivcs  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
epresenlaiives  of  the  I6ih  instant,  relative  to  an  attack 
m  the  steamboat  Columbia,  in  the  gulf  of  Me.xico,  by 

Me.xican   armed  vessel,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
ecretary  of  state,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 
M.  VAN  BUREX. 

Washington,  vl,-)n7  23,  1S33. 
To  the  Prcxidentof  the  United  Slates: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  a  rcso- 
ition  of  the  hou-o  of  representatives  of  the  ICih  in- 
fant, requesting  the  president  to  coniinunicate  to  that 

ouse,  if  not  incompatible  with  tlie  public  iniercst,  any 
nformation  he  may  have  received,  officially  or  other- 
rise,  relating  to  an  attack  by  a  Mexican  armed  vessel 
ipon  tlie  sieamboat  Columbia,  hearing  the  flag  of  the 
Jnited  States,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  to 
eport  that  no  information  on  this  subject  (except 
brougiithe  newspapers)  has  been  received  at  this  dc- 
lartment.    Respectfully  sabmitied. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Depart.iiext  of  State,  Washington,  April23, 133S. 

Mr.  .4(/(inis  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on 
breigti  ati'airs.  with  instructions  to  report  upon  the 

ubject  forthwith.  It  wa.s  now  live  months  since 
he  president  of  the  United  Stales  recommended 
var  against  Mexico,  ami  nothing  bad  yet  been 
leard  from  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  the  reason  of -this 
lelay  was,  that  negotiations  were  pending  on  this 

'ery  subject:  and  the  longer  the  committee  delayed 

eportintr,  the  stronger  was  the  piobability  of  an 

imicable  arrangement  of  the  affairs  between  the 

no  nations. 
Mr.  .•hliiins  said  he  had  thought  that  all  negotia- 

iniis  were  broken  oil'.     He   was  glad   to  hear  that 

hey  were  going  on:  and  would  withdraw  his  ino- 

iou  to  instruct. 


The  papers  were  then  referred  to  the  comuiitlcc 
on  foreign  affairs:  and. 

The  house  adjourned. 

[In  the  course  of  Monday's  sitting,  a  motion  w.as 
made  by  Mr.  Hell,  that  the  house  reconsider  the 
vote  (75  to  76)  whereby  the  house  refused  to  en- 
gross and  read  a  third  lime  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  doctor  I'liilip  Turner,  in  which  bill 
was  involved  the  general  question  of  iniercst  on 
commiilall->n  cluiin:i  of  half-pay  rcvululionaii/  oj/iccrs. 
The  motion  to  re-consider  goes  over  till  next  Fri- 
day, when  it  will  come  up  when  the  house  pro- 
ceeds to  llie  private  orders  of  the  day.] 

Tvesihuj.  JprilH.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read,  Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  ati'.iirs  asked  permission  of  the  house  lo 
10  state  what  he  had  said  yesterd.ay  evening,  when 
the  president's  messai;e  was  read  in  reply  to  some 
remarks  which  had  lalleii  from  the  gcntliinan  from 
Massarbusctts,  (Mr.  Adams.)  Leave  being  urant- 
ed,  Mr.  ![.  said  that  the  importance  of  tlie  suhji-ct 
of  our  ri'litions  with  Mexico,  and  the  desire  which 
he  felt  lo  avoid  the  commnnicalion  of  any  errone- 
ous information  lo  the  public,  indilced  liiin  to  re- 
peat what  he  had  said,  because  he  found,  by  the 
newspaper  which  be  held  in  his  band,  that  il  had 
not  been  distinctly  apiucln  ndcd.  He  was  not  at  all 
surprised  at  this,  as  the  noise  was  so  great  that  he 
ilouhted  whether  he  had  made  himsell  heard  even 
by  the  speaker.  The  house  was  just  about  to  ad- 
journ when  the  subject  came  up,  and  the  members 
were  beginning  lo  disperse. 

The  message  of  the  president  related  In  the  re- 
cent attack  upon  the  steamboat  Columbia,  by  a 
Mexican  vessel  of  war,  and  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  re- 
porti'd  to  have  said  that  ne:;oliations  were  pending 
upon  this  very  subject.  This  was  an  error.  He 
had  no  knowledge  upon  this  point.  But  what  he 
did  say,  in  reply  to  (lie  motion  lo  instruct  Ihe  com- 
mittee to  report  speedily,  was  this:  that  the  delay 
which  had  occuried  in  reporting  upon  the  subject 
of  Mexico  was  not  accidental  but  intentional.  The 
reason  was  this.  In  November  last  Ihe  Mexican 
mijii-:ter  h.id  informed  the  govcrnmeid  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  when  b"  aunouced  the  rejection  of  some 
few  of  the  claims  which  had  been  prcsciiled  lo  it, 
that  as  soon  as  the  other  claims  could  be  examined 
the  decision  upon  Ihem  would  be  made  known. 
The  committee  were  willinjj;  to  wail  for  this  deci- 
sion as  long  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit; 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  more  this  time  was  ex- 
tended the  greater  was  Ihe  chance  of  restoring  ani- 
cable  relations  between  the  two  governmenls,  in 
case  the  government  of  Mexico  was  inclined  lo  re- 
store them.  This  was  all  that  he  had  said;  and 
upon  this  slatement  Ibo  gentleman  liom  Massachu- 
setts withdrew  his  motion  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Tovccy,  to  '-ostpone  for  two 
weeks  and  to  print  the  re|ior;s  of  the  .select  commit- 
tee upon  the  suliject  of  the  I  ito  duel,  being  iiniler 
consideralion,  (and  having  precedence,  as  a  privi- 
leged question,)  came  up  in  order;  and  was  further 
discussed  by  several  snitlemen,  all  of  »liOie  remarks 
will  be  givin  hereafler. 

Wednesday,  Jlpril  2-5.  The  question  of  postpon- 
ing and  printing  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
and  the  separate  reports  oifered  by  members  of  the 
commiltee,  together  with  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Robertson  to  reli?r  the  whole  subject  to  a  committee 
of  privileges,  with  instructions  to  report  as  to  Ihe 
steps  to  be  taken  by  Ihe  house  wilh  regard  thereto, 
was  farther  discussed  lo-rlay  by  Messrs.  Slade,  Fos- 
ter, Fletcher,  Toiiccy.  Wise,  Thomas,  Graves,  Grant- 
land.  Bell,  Pcnnybackcr,  and  Sergeant,  whose  re- 
marks will  bo  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Boon  then  moved  Ihe  reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  testi- 
mony. 

Mr.  Fell  piotestcd  a;;ainst  the  reading.  The 
pending  question  was  not  merely  the  disposition  of 
the  report,  but  one  lo-iching  the  regularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  cnminillee. 

The  Chair  drcided  it  to  be  the  ri'j;ht  of  a  member 
to  have  the  report  read  he  was  called  upon  lo  vote  on. 

The  Clerk  having  bcendincted  to  proceed,  read 
as  follows: 
The   committee  appointed  to  inresligale  the  cavses 

which  led  to  the  death  of  the  hon.  .Jonathan  Cillcy, 

late  a  member  of  the  house  of  rcprcscnlalivcs,  and 

the  circnmslances  connected  therewith,  and  lo  in- 

r/nire  u-hcther  there  has  been,  in  the  case  alhided  lo. 

a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  lo  whom 

were  referred  sundry  memorials  upon  the  subject, 

now  asic  leave  lo  submit  their 
REPORT: 

In  discharging  the  trust  committed  to  tb^-m  by 
th."  house  of  rcpresentalives.  the  committee  have 
endeavored  implicilly  lo  obey  ils  order,  ncilhe- 
stopping  short,  on  tb'c  one  band,  of  the  lull  mea- 
sure of  the  duty  imjioscd  upon  them,  nor  trauscciid- 


ing  ils  just  limits  on  the  other.  They  were  of  the 
opinion  that  tlie  investigation  was  instituted  solely 
for  the  maintenance  of  Ihe  privileges  of  the  house. 
It  was  not  within  the  province  of  the  house  of  re- 
preseulalivcs  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  death  of  one  of  its  members,  or  the  circnm- 
slances which  attended  il,  with  a  view  to  Ihe  pun- 
ishment of  any  ollender  for  a  high  crime  or  luisdt- 
meanor.  That  belongs,  in  every  case,  cxclusiiely 
(o  the  courts  of  law.  Senators  and  representatives 
are  not  privileged  from  arrest  in  cases  of  "livason, 
felony,  and  breach  of  Ihe  peace;"  and  it  is  a  con- 
slitutional  provision,  that  •■in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  lo  a  speedy 
and  public  trial,  by  an  in'ipartial  jury  of  the  slate 
and  dislrict  wherein  the  crinie  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, which  .listrict  shall  have  been  previously  as- 
certained by  law;  ami  lo  beinlormed  of  the  ua'lure 
and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  by 
the  witnesses  ajainst  him;  lo  have  compulsory  pro- 
cess for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  lavor;  and  lo 
have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  bis  defence." 
The  inquiry,  therefore,  is  directnl  to  one  object 
only — the  inainlenance  of  the  privileges  of  the 
bouse;  and  the  question  is,  what,  in  that  view, 
were  the  causes  which  led  to  the  death  of  iMr.  Cil- 
ley,  and  the  circumstances  connected  therewith, 
and  did  they  involve  a  breach  of  those  privileges? 

In  pursuing  this  investigation,  the  commitl.'e 
have  examined  all  whose  testiincny,  there  was 
reason  to  believe,  might  be  material;  and  Messrs. 
Graves,  Wise,  and  Jones,  mcmbet.s  of  the  house, 
wore  permilted  to  attend,  and  lo  examine  and  cro.-s- 
examine  the  witnesses;  and  llie  same  leave  was  ex- 
tended lo  Mr.  IMenelee,  of  the  bouse,  ami  to  Mr. 
Pierce,  of  Ihe  senate,  at  their  request.  The  enlirB 
mass  of  Ihe  teslimor.y  is  now  subinillni  as  a  part 
of  this  report.  One  witness,  Daniel  J.ickson.  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  who  was  srimmoiied  to 
attend, "and  called  upon  lo  testify,  has  nef;h'cted  lo 
obey  the  requisition,  thou:;li  he  appeared  he  lore  Ihe 
committee,  and  interrogalories  were  [Uit  lo  him; 
but,  from  the  position  in  which  he  stood,  and  the 
di.'iclosures  of  auolhcr  witness,  it  was  not  thought 
worth  Ihe  lime  or  allenlion  of  the  house-  or  of  Ihe 
commillce  lo  notice  liiin  fiirlher. 

The  lale  Jonalhan  Cilley,  a  member  of  the 
house  from  the  slate  of  Mai'no,  fell  by  the  hand  of 
\Villiam  J.  Graves,  a  member  of  the  house  from 
Ihe  stale  of  Kentucky,  in  a  duel  fought  with  rifles, 
near  the  boundary  line  between  ihe  District  of 
C(diiinbia  and  the  stale  of  Maryland,  on  Saturd.ay, 
the  2Jlh  of  February  last. 

The  causes  which  led  to  bis  death  are  inlimalely 
connected  with  Ihe  proceeding  of  this  bouse.  On 
llie  I2lli  of  February  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virjinia,  pre- 
sented to  tlie  house  a  publication  in  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  charging  a  member  of  con- 
gress wilh  corruption  iijion  the  aulhorily  of  an 
anonymous  writer  under  the  signature  of  "the  Spy 
in  Washington;"  and  Ibcreupon  moved  a  resolu- 
tion lor  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee, 
wilh  power  to  send  for  jiersons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  the  charge.  Mr.  Wise  said:  "The 
characler  of  the  auti  orily  upon  which  the  charge 
is  made,  is  vonched  for  as  respcclable  and  authen- 
tic by  the  editor  of  the  Courier  and  EiiquinT,  in 
whose  paper  it  appears,  and  the  bouse  is  called 
upon  lo  defend  ils  honor  and  dignity  against  the 
charge." 

i\Ir.  Cillcy  addressed  the  house  in  oppo.'-ilion  .'o 
the  resolution.  In  the  course  of  llie  debate  "he 
said  he  knew  nothing  of  this  editor,  but  i!  it 
was  the  same  editor  who  had  once  made  grave 
charges  against  an  insfitntion  of  this  coi'/i(ry,  and 
afterwards  was  said  lo  have  received  ficililies  lo  Ihe 
amount  of  some  .«.'.52.fl00  from  the  .■same  inslitulion, 
and  gave  it  bis  hearty  support,  he  did  not  Ihink  his 
charges  were  entitled  to  much  credit  in  an  .Ameri- 
can congress."  These  words,  spoken  by  Mr.  Cil- 
li  y  in  debate,  wcr^  sirirlli  in  orrlcr.  were  pertinent 
to  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  "did  not  cx- 
ceeil  the  boiitids  and  limits  of  his  place  and  duty;" 
and  though  they  implied  a  doubt  inconsislcnt  willi 
unblemished  honor  and  cbaiacler  in  Ihe  person  al- 
luded lo, yet  Mr.  Cilley  was  justified  in  Ihe  use  of 
Ihem,  l)y  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Ihe  house  of 
representatives,  appointed  on  Ibc  1 1th  of  Marcli, 
1332,  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  Ihe  pro- 
ceedings of  I  be  Bank  of  Ihe  Unittil  States.  An  ex. 
tract  from  the  report,  made  by  the  majorily  of  the 
committee,  and  )>ublished  by  order  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  Is  hereunto  annexed,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that,  "for  sixteen  moiillis"  the  New 
York  Conrierand  F.nquirer  "was  warmly  opposed" 
to  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States;  that  on  the  26111 
of  March,  18.11,  and  within  Ic3<i  than  nine  months 
lliereallcr,  the  bank  made  three  loans,  an'ounling 
"to  the  sum  of  .'S;.52,!)7.5,  which  consisted  of  notes 
drawn  and  endorsed  by  Uic  editors  only;"  and  that 
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-onor  aboutlheStli  of  April,  1S31,  it  (the  paper,)  ( when  you  remarked  that  this  course  on  my   part 
chano-eri  its  course  in  favor  of  the  bank."  might  place  you  in  an  unpleasantsituation,  I  stated 

to  vou,  and  now  repeat,  that  I  intended,  by  the  re- 
fusal, no  disrespect  to  you. 


It  was  in  relerence  to  the  facts  contained  in  this 
report,  and  published  to  the  world  by  order  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  Mr.  Cilley  spoke 
the  words,  which  had  been  already  recited;  and  for 
thus  alludin;  to  facts  put  forth  in  the  published 
docunenls  of  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
he  WIS  called  in  question  by  the  editor  of  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  James  Watson  Webb, 
on  the  21st  of  February  last,  addressed  a  note  to 
him,  reciting  those  words,  apprizing  hiiu  that  the 
writer  of  it  was  the  editor  of  that  paper,  and  con- 
cluding with  a  deman.f  of  e.xplanatiou,  couched  in 
very  explicit  terms. 

Ga,hb!j's  Hold. 
n'uMnslon,  February  21,  l-ij3. 
Sir:  In  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  12rh  in- 
stant, you  are  reported  to  have  said,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  which  look  place  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives on  that  dav,  ^Towing  out  of  a  publica- 
tion made  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Erquirer 
— "He  (you)  knew  nothing  of  Ihis  eilitor;  but  if  it 
was  the  same  editor  who  had  once  made  grave 
charges  against  an  institution  of  this  country,  and 
afterwards  was  said  to  have  received  facilities  to 
the  amount  of  some  ;g-52, OIK)  from  tlie  same  ins'itu 
tion,  and  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  he  did  not 
think  his  charges  were  entitled  to  much  creditin  an 
American  congress." 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you,  sir,  that  I  am 
the  editor  of  the  paper  in  which  the  letter  from  the 
"Spy  in  Washington,"  charging  a  member  of  con- 
gress with  corruption,  w^as  first  published;  and  the 
object  of  this  communication  is  to  inquire  of  you 
whether  I  am  the  editor  to  which  you  alluded,  and, 
if  so,  to  ask  the  explanation  which  the  character 
of  your  remarks  renders  necessary. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Watso.^j  Webb. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cilhij. 

This  demanil  of  exjilanation,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  exi.'sted,  was  not  .susceptible  of  mis 
interpretation,  and,  the  sequel  proves,  was  not  mis- 
understood. Mr.  Graves  was  the  bearer  of  this 
note,  having  read  it,  and  bein;  fully  apprized  of  its 
contents,  and  tendered  it  to  Mr.  Cilley.  in  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  while  the  house  was 
in  session.  Mr.  Cilley  declined  to  receive  it,  ami 
thereupon  a  brief  correspondence  ensued,  which 
terminated  in  the  challenge  and  death  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley by  the  bearer  of  this  note.  The  first  note  ol 
Mr.  Graves  was  delivered  by  himself  to  Mr.  Cilley. 
on  the  same  day  on  wddch  he  bore  the  note  of 
Webb,  that  is,  'on  Wednesday,  the  21st  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1S3S,  and  should  have  borjie  that  date.  It  is 
as  follows: 

House  of  Rcjiresenlalives,  Fcbnmry  20,  183.^. 
In  the  interview  which  I  had  with  you  this  morn- 
ing, when  you  declined  receiving  from  me  the  note 
of  colonel  1.  W.  Webb,  asking  whether  you  were 
correctly  reported  in  the  Globe  in  what  you  are 
there  represented  to  have  said  of  him  in  this  house, 
on  the  12th  instant,  you   will  please  say   whether 
you  did  not  remark,  in  substance,  that  in  declining 
to  receive  the  note,  you  hoped  I  would  notconsid 
it,  in  any  resj)ect,  disrespectful  to  me;  and  that  the 
ground  on  which  you  rested  your  declining  to  re 
".eive  the  note  was  distinctly  this:     Thatyou  could 
lot  consent  to  get  yourself  into  personal  ditficnlties 
wi'h  conductors  of  public  journals,   for    what  you 
might  think  proper  to  say  in  debate  upon  this  floor. 
in  discharge  of  your  duties  as    a   representative  ol" 
the  people;  and  that  you  did  not    rest   your   objec- 
tion, in  our  interview,  upon  any  personal  obj^'ctioiis 
to  colonel  Webb  as  a  gentleman. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Graves. 
Hon.  Jonnlimn  Cillry. 

[t  will  be  observed  that  the  note  which  Mr. 
Graves  bore,  is  described  by  him  as  the  note  of  colo- 
nel J.  W.  Webb,  aslci-n^  wl.cther  Mr.  Ciilry  wu$ 
correctly  reported  in  the  Globe,  in  ti-hut  he  vas 
there  reprexenteJ  lo  have  sriid  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentttlives,  on  the  ^^2th  imtnnl.  But  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  note  itself,  though  it  is  thus  descri- 
bed by  Mr.  Graves  whenever  he  speaks  of  it  after- 
wards, does  not  contain  thai  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cilley,  on  the  same  d,ay,  personally  ilelivered 
to  Mr.  Graves  the  following  note  in  reply: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  21,  1S;1S. 
The  note  which  you  just  placed  in  my  hands  has 
been  received.  In  reply,  I  have  to  slate  that  in 
your  interview  with  me  this  morning',  when  you 
proposed  to  di-liver  a  co,-nmuii:catii>n  from  colonel 
Webb,  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  I 
declined  to  receive  it,  because  I  chose  to  be  drawn 
into  no  controversy  with  him.  I  neither  afrnmed 
or  denied  any  thing  ia  rcgird  to  his  character;  but 


Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jo.NA.  Cilley. 
Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 

On  Thursday,  the  day  following,  Mr.  Graves 
sent  his  second  note  to  Mr.  Cilley,  which  was  de- 
livered to  him  in  his  seat,  during  the  session  of  the 
house,  by  Mr.  Menefee,  of  Kentucky,  the  latter 
accompanying  its  delivery  with  an  expression  uf  the 
hope  that  Mr.  Cilley  would  perceive  the  propriety 
of  lelieving  Mr.  Graves  from  a  position  which  was 
painful  to  him.  Mr.  Cilley  remarked  thatthe  note 
should  be  attended  to.     It  is  as  follows: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  22,  IS3S. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
that  date,  is  inexplicit,  unsatisfacloiy,  and  insuffi- 
cient. Among  other  things  in  this,  that,  in  your 
declining  to  receive  colonel  Webb's  communica- 
tion, it  does  not  disclaim  any  exception  to  him  per 
sonally  as  a  gentleman,  i  have,  therefore,  (o  in- 
quire whether  you  derlincd  to  receive  his  commvnica- 
lion  on  the  grand  of  any  personal  e.rceplion  to  him 
as  a  !;enllemiin  or  n  man  of  honor.  A  categorical 
answer  is  expected. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.M.  J.  Graves. 
Hon./.  Cilley. 

Mr.  Cilley,  on  the  same  day,  returned  the  follow 
ing  reply,  by   Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio: 

Ho!/se  of  Repreientutives,  Febrxvmj  22,  1S38. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  just  been  placed 
in  niv  hands.  I  regret  that  mine  of  yesterday  was 
unsaiisfactory  to  yon;  but  I  cannot  admit  the  right 
on  your  part  to  propound  the  question  to  which  you 
ask  a  categorical  answer,  and  therefore  decline  ; 
further  response  to  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

JoxA.  Cilley 
Hon.  W.  .T.   Graves. 

On  Friday,  th-  2:5d  of  February,   Mr.  Wise  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Ciller,  at  his  boar  ling  house,  a  U 
m-nutes  before  12  o'clock,  M.  acliallenge  fromlMr. 
Graves. 

Washinston  cili/,  Feb.  23,  183. 
As  you  have  declined  accepting  a  communica- 
tion whicli  I  bore  to  you  from  colonel  Webb,  and 
as  by  your  note  of  yesterday  you  have  refused  to 
decline  on  grounds  which  would  exonerate  me  from 
all  responsibility  irrowin'jout  of  the  affair,  I  am  left 
no  otlier  alternative  but  to  ask  that  satisfaction 
which  is  recognized  amonjsenflemen.  My  friend, 
hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  is  authorized  by  me  to  make 
the  arrangements  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wii.  J.  Graves. 
Hon.  /.  Cilley. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  about  the  hour 
of  five  o'clock.  P.  M.  Mr.  Jones,  the  delegate  from 
Wisconsin,  delivered  to  Mr.  Graves,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Wise,  and  in  his  presence,  an  acceptance  of 
the  challenge: 

Wuihinsiionciti/,  Feb.  23,  1S38. 
Your  note  o^  this  morning  has  been  received.  My 
friend,  general  Jones,  will  "make  the  arrangements 
suitable  lo  the  occasion." 

Your  obedient  servnnt, 

Jo.xA.  Cilley. 
Hon.  II'.  /  Graves. 

Mr.  J.uifS  immediately  sub.nilted  the  follow!  ^e 
proposition  to  Mr.  Wise:" 

Wa.<hin^ton,  Feb.  23.  1S3S. 
Sir:  Mr.  Cilley  proposes  lo  meet  Mr.  Graves,  al 
such  place  as  may  be  aiireed  upon  between  us,  to- 
morrow, at  12  o'clock.  M.  The  weapons  lo  be 
used  on  the  occasion  shall  be  rifles;  the  parlies 
placed  side  to  side  at  eighty  yards  distance  from 
each  oth"r;  to  hold  the  rilfes  horizontally  at  arm's 
lensHi,  downwards:  the  rifles  to  be  cockeif,  and 
trisgers  set;  the  words  to  be,  "'Gentlemen,  are  you 
ready?"  After  which,  n  dther  answering  "No," 
the  word  shall  b",  in  reL'^ular  succession,  "Fire — 
one,  two,  three,  four."  Neither  party  shall  fire  he 
fnre  the  word  "fire,"  nor  after  the  word  "foin-.' 
The  posilions  of  t!u'  parlies  at  the  ends  nf  the  line 
to  he  determined  by  lot.  The  second  of  the  party 
losing  the  position  shall  have  Ihe  giving  of  the 
word.  The  dress  to  be  ordinary  winter  clothing, 
and  subject  to  the  examination  of  both  parties. 
Each  party  may  have  on  the  ground,  besides  his 
second,  a  surgeon,  and  two  other  friends.  The  se- 
conds, for  execution  of  fheir  respective  trusts 
are  allo'vcd  to  have  a  pair  of  pistols  each  on  lh( 
ground,  but  no  other  person  shall  have  any  weapon 
The  rifles  to  be  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  so 
conds.     Should  Mr.  Graves  not  be  able  lo  procure 


a  rifle  by  the  time  prescribed,  time  shall  be  allowed    ■ 
lor  that  purpose. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Joses. 
Hon.  Henry  Ji.  IVir.c. 

About  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  Mr.  Wise  replied: 

Washington.  Feb.  23,  1833. 
Sir:  The  terms  arransing  the  meeting  between 
Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley,  which  you^presented 
to  me  this  evening,  though  unusual  and  objection- 
able, are  accepted;  with  the  understanding  that  the 
riHes  are  to  ba  loaded  with  a  single  ball,  and  that 
neither  party  is  to  raise  his  weapon  f.om  the  down- 
ward  horizontal  position  until  the  word  "fire." 

I  will  inform  you,  sir,  by  the  hour  of  11  o'clock, 
A.  M.  to-morrow,  whether  Mr.  Graves  has  been 
able  to  procure  a  rifle,  and,  consequently,  whether 
he  will  require  a  postponement  of  the  .liffe  of 
nieeling. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 
Hon.  Geo.   H'.  Jones. 

At  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  op  the  24th,  Mr.  Jones  left 
at  Mr.  Wise's  room  the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington  city,  D.  C.  Feb.  24.  1838. 
Sir:  I  will  receive,  at  Dr.  Reilly's,  on  F  street, 
any  communication  you   may  see   proper  to  make 
me,  until  II  o'clock,  A.  M.  to-day. 
Respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Jon-es. 
Hon.  H.  .1.  Wise. 

Dr.  rc'Hy's.  F street, 
February  24,  183S,  1(1  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Sir:  I  have  called  at  this  place,  in  conformity 
with  vonr  note  of  this  morning,  to  inlnru)  you  that 
Mr.  Graves  has  not  as  ytt  been  al  1.'  to  procure  a 
rifle  and  put  it  in  order,  and  cannot  be  ready  at  12 
o'clock,  M.  to-day.  He  is  desirous,  however,  to 
have  the  meeting  to-day,  if  possible,  and  I  will  in- 
form you  by  half-past  12  o'clock,  M.  today,  what 
time  to  jirocure  and  prepare  a  weapon  he  will  re- 
quire. 

Very  resp^'ctlully,  8cc. 

He.\-ry  a.  Wise. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Jones  left  at  Mr.  Wise's  room^ 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington.  lOhJ.M. 

February  24,  1S3S. 
Your  note,  daled  10  o'clock  to-day,  is  received. 
In  reply,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  11 
have  in   my  possession  an  excellent  rifle,  in  good: 
Older,  which  is  at  the  service  of  Mr.  Graves. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Geo.  "iV.  Jones. 
Hon.  H..'!.  Wise. 

Afterwaids,  Mr.  Jones  sent  to  Mr.  Wise's  rooi 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

WaMuirlon,  February  24,  18.38,  11  A.  M. 
Sir:  Through  the   politeness  of  my  friend.  Dr.- 
Duncan,  I  now  tender  to   you,  lor  the  use  of  Mr. 
Graves,  the  rifle  referred  to  in  my  note  of  KlJ  A. 
M.  this  morning. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  W.  Jo.nes. 
Hon.  H.  A.  Wise. 

And  with  this  note  a  rifle  and  powder-flask,  and 
balls,  were  left  at  Mr.  Wist's  room. 

The  lirte  was  procured  by  ftlr.  Jones,  and  sent; 
by  him  to  Mr.  Wise,  in  accordance  with  a  previoua| 
request  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  in  consequence  of  a  con- 
V.  rsation  between  them.  Mr.  Jones  says  it  was{ 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Wise:| 
and  Mr.  Wise  says  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr,| 
.fones  upon  the  subject,  requested  Mr.  Jones  to  in-j 
form  him  where  one  could  be  obtained,  and  has  nc 
doubt  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  conversas 
licui  that  Mr.  Jones  sent  the  rifle,  aud  that  he  acted 
\\  ith  Uie  best  motive  in  sending  it. 

Mr.  Wise  having  received  the  last  note,  called  or 
.Mr.  Jones,  and  informed  him  that  Mr.  Graves 
had  procured  another  rifle,  and  would  be  read} 
for  Ihe  meeting  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  partic; 
met  by  arrangement  on  the  road  to  Mailborough 
in.Marvland."  Mr.  Cilley  was  accompanied  liy  hi: 
second,  Mr.  Jones,  by  Mr.  Bynnin  of  Noith  Caro 
lina,  aud  colonel  James  W.  Schaumburg,  as  hi: 
friemls,  aud  by  doctor  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  as  his  sur 
scon.  Mr.  Graves  was  attended  by  Mr.  Wise,  a 
his  second,  by  iMr.  Crittenden,  senator  from  Ken 
tucky.  and  Mr.  Menefee,  of  Kentucky,  as  hi 
friends,  and  by  Dr.  Follz,  of  this  city,  as  his  sur 
geoTi;  and  all  proceeded  thence  about  2  o'clock 
P.  M.  lo  the  place  of  meeting.  Mr.  Jones  aud  IMr 
Wise  immediately  marked  off"  the  ground.  Th' 
line  of  fire  was  at  ri;ht  angles  with  the  rays  of  thi|  j 
sun.  The  choice  of  positions  fell  by  lot  to  Mr* 
Wise,  and  Mr.  Jones  had  the  giving  of  the  word?  | 
Mr.  Wise  chose  the  position  at  the  northwestcrb, 
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end  of  llio  line.  The  Jislancc  was  about  ninety- j  so  to  be  iiiulerstood,  but  acquiesced  with  Mr.  i  will  entertain  the  proposition."  Mr.  Graves  had 
two  yards.  There  was  a  strong' wind  lalliiig  on  the  i  Wise  and  Mr.Menelee  in  insisting  that  the  fight  '  directed  Mr.  Wise,  if  they  missed  repeatedly,  to 
liiie  of  fire  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-live  degrees  i  should  go  on,  unless  Mr.  Cilley  would  make  the  pievcnt  a  prolongation  of  the  all'air  hv  proiio^inir 
ag.iinst  Mr.  Cilley.     The  position   if  Mr.   Gi "^ '■■"'■   '•- ' '  •'       > '    I-'- ' "     ■  ■ '■   '•■'•■•'' 


was  near  a  wood,  paitly  slieltered  by  it,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Cilley  was  on  hi::her  ground,  and  in  the  open 
field.  Tlie  calibre  of  Mr.  Graves"  rifle  was  nearly 
twice  as  larjie  as  that  of  Mr.  Cilley's,  and  would 
receive  a  ball  of  about  eighty  to  the  pound;  while 
the  rille  of  Mr.  Cilley  would  receive  a  ball  of  about  |  wards 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  the  pound,  ftlr. 
Calhoon  and  Mr.  Hawes,  both  uienibers  of  the 
house  from  Kentucky,  were  at  some  distance  off  as 
spectators.  Mr.  Wise  had  two  riiles  on  the  ground, 
one  of  which,  not  bairrr  loaded,  lemained  by  con- 
sent  in  one  of  the  carriages.     The   hack  drivers 


sion  which  had  beeJi  demanded.  Accord-  I  clo.ser  qnaiteis;  in  consc<iuence  of  which, "Mr.  Wise 
ingly  the  challenge  was  renewed,  and  the  parties  I  made  the  proposition,  which  would  have  au;gra\  at- 
resiimed  their  position,  and  a^ain  exchanged  shots  ed  the  severity  of  the  terms.  1  he  rillra  being 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  tlie  tei  ins  ol  meeting.  I  loaded,  the  parties  resumed  their  stations,  and  fired 
Mr.  Graves  firod  first,  before  he  had  fully  elevated  j  the  third  lime,  very    nearly   together.     Mr.    Cilley 

h   the  body.     He  dropped  his  rille. 


his  piece;  Mi.  Cilley  fired  about  tw 
They  hot 


Is  after- 
I\Ir.  Cilley  could  not 
have  reserved  his  lire  had  lie  been  disposed  to  do 
so.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Uyniiin,  Mr.  Sehaumburg,  doc- 
tor Folt/,  Mr.  Wise,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  thought,  Irom 
the  motions  and  appearance  of  Mr.  Graves,  that  he 
was  hit.  lie  at  once  said,  "I  must  have  another  j 
slio!."'  Mr.  Wise  says,  "he  positively,  peremptoii- 
were  on  the  cround;  and  two  other  persons  (Gral"ton  ;  ly ,  and  re])eatedly  insisted  upon  another  shot."        1 

Powell  and  James  f.  Brown)  were  present,  with- I  The  seconds  and  friends  a;;-iui  assembled,  and  (  or  lo  pledge  Ids  word  of  honor  to  give  Webb  ii 
out  the  consent  of  either  party  or  their  friends.  1  the  challenec  was  again  wilhdrawn.  Mr.  Joins  :  meeting  before  Mr.  Graves;  and,  if  Jlr.  Cilley 
Shortly  alter  three  o'clock.  P.' M.  the  parlies  e.x- 1  said,  "Mr.  Wise,  my  Irlend,  in  coining  to  the  ground  i  would  do  neither,  to  shatter  his  light  arm.  They 
chansjed  shots,  acrordini;  to  the  terms  of  meeting.  ]  and  exchanging  shots  with  Mr.  Graves,  has  show ii  laccordinijly  took  measures  to   ascertain    whether 


was  shot  thi 

beckoned  to  one  near  hiin",  and  said  io  him,  "1 
shot,"  put  both  his  hjiids  to  his  wound,  fell,  and  in 
two  or  three  minutes  e.\pired. 

Early  in  the  day  on  which  he  fell,  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  James  Watson  Webb, 
Daniel  Jackson,  and  William  H.  .Moiell,  Io  arm 
themselves,  rep.iir  to  the  room  of  Mr.  Cilley,  and 
force  him  to  fi;;ht   Webb  with    pistols  on  the  spot. 


Mr.  Cilley  fired  first,  before  lie  had  fully  elevated  |  to  the  world  that,  in  declining  to  receive  the  note 
his  piece;  and  Mr.  Graves  fired  one  or  two  seconds  ;  of  colonel  Webb,  he  did  not  do  so  because  he 
afterwards.  Both  missed.  Mr.  Graves  could  not  j  dreaded  a  controversy.  He  lias  shown  himself  a 
have  reserved  his  fire,  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so. ,  brave  man,  and  dlsjjosed  Io  render  salislaction  to 
The  friends  assembled  at  the  request  of  Sir.  '  Mr.  Graves.  I  do  think  that  he  h,is  done  so,  and 
Wise,  and  .Mr.  Jones  inquired  of  Mr.  Wise  whether !  that  the  matter  should  end  here."  Mr.  Wise  re- 
his  friend,  .Mr.  Graves,  was  satisfied?  Mr.  Wise  ■  plied,  in  substance:  "Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  has  al- 
immediately  said:  "Mr.  Jones,  these  gentlemen  ready  expressed  his  respect  for  Mr.  Craves,  in  the 
have  coma  here  without  animosity  towanis  each  '  writieii  curresjiundctice,  and  Mr.  Graves  does  not  re- 
othcr;  they  are  fighting  merely  I'lpon  a  point  of  i  quire  of  Mr.  Cilley  a  certificate  of  character  for 
honor;  cannot   Mr.  Cilley   assign  some  reason  for  j  colonel  Webb;  he  considers  himself  bound  not  on 


not  receiving  at  Mr.  (Jraves'  hands  colonel  Webb's 
communicati(m,  or  make  some  disclaimer  which 
will  relieve  Mr.  Graves  from  his  position:"  Mr. 
Jones  replied:  "While  tlio  clialleiige  is  impending', 
Mr.  Cilley  can  make  no  exidanations."  Mr.  Wise 
said:  "Tlie  c.'<chan:;e  of  sliots  suspends  the  dial- 
lem;e,  and  the  challenge  is  suspended  for  explana- 
tion." Mr.  Jones,  thereupon,  went  to  Mr.  Cilley 
and  returned;  and  after  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
pulling  in  wriling  what  had  been  and  might  be 
said,  Mr.  Jones  proceeded  tos.iy:  "I  am  authorized 
by  my  friend,  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say,  that  in  declining 
to  receive  the  note  from  Mr.  Graves,  piirpoiting  to 
be  from  colonel  Webb,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to 
Mr.  Graves,  because  he  entertained  for  hiui  then, 
as  he  now  does,  the  highest  respect  and  the  most 
kind  feelings;  but  that  he  declined  to  receive  the 
note,  because  he  chose  not  to  be  drawn  into  any 
controversy  with  colonel  Webb,"  or,  "he  refuses 
to  disclaim"  disre.;pect  for  colonel  'Webb,  because 
he  does  not  choose  to  be  drawn  into  an  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  him."  Both  expressions  were 
used  inthec.jurse  of  the  conversation.  Altera  con- 
sultation on  each  side,  Mr.  Wise  said  to  Mr.  Jones, 
"This  ansvwr  leaves  Mr.  Graves  precisely  in  the 
position  in  which  he  stood  when  the  challenge  was 
sent."  From  an  examination  of  the  evidence,  it 
will  be  perceived  that,  although  the  language  made 
use  of  by  the  persons  present,  in  iiairaiinic  what 
passed  on  this  o.-icasion,  is  not  the  same,  there  is  yet 
no  substantial  dirference  between  them.  Mr.  Cilley 
re-asserted  the  ground  which  be  had  assumed  in 
the  correspondence;  that  he  declineil  to  receive  the 
note  of  Webb,  because  he  chose  to  h-  drawn  into 
no  controversy  with  him;  lh:;t  he  n-fused  to  dis- 
claim any  personal  exception  Io  W^d.b  as  a  gentle- 
man or  man  of  honor,  because  he  would  neither  af- 
fir.n  nor  deny  a- y  tiling  in  regard  to  his  cha- 
racter; and  that  in  declining  to  reci  ive  the  ilemand 
of  explanation,  he  had  iniended  no  disrespect  to 
Mr.  Graves.  Mr.  Ciiley  even  went  firther,  and  de- 
clared that  he  entertained  lor  him  the  ldf:liest  respect 
and  the  most  InnJ  feeli-.es.  The  posilioii  of  Graves 
was,  therefore,  not  changed,  except  so  far  as  the 
peril  of  life  bv  .Mr.  Cilley  in  defence  of  his  own 
position,  and  tlie  subsequent  voluntary  avowal  of 
the  hijhest  respect  and  the  most  kinirieelings  for 
the  individual  who  had  put  him  in  jeopardy,  may 
be  supposeil  to  have  champed  it. 

Mr.  Crittenden  says,  that  it  was  now  "urjed  on 
the  nart  of  Mr.  Graves,  ll-.at  Mr.  Cilley  ought  to 
make  some  such  explanation  or  declaration  as  had 
been  proposed,  for  the  satisfaction  of  -Mr.  Graves; 
while  on  the  p.\rl  of  Mr.  Cilley  it  was  urged  that 
I.Ir.  Graves  ougld  to  be  satisfi-d  with  the  exchange 
of  shots,  without  any  such  explanation  or  declara- 
tion." All  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cilley  urged  that 
Mr.  Graves  should  now  be  satisfied,  and  that  the 
aTair  should  now  terminate,  without  requiring 
from  !\Ir.  Cillev  any  further  concession  beyond 
what  he  had  already  marie.  Doctor  Foltz  said  he 
"thought  the  alTairshouhl  end  here;  that  there  was 
no  personal  ill  feelings  between  the  parties;  that 


ly  to  preserve  the  respect  due  to  hinisrif,  but  to 
(fefeiid  the  honor  of  his  fried,  colonel  Wibb.  Mr. 
Graves  only  insists  that  he  Ir.is  not  borne  the  nole 
of  a  man  who  is  not  a  man  orhoi;or  and  not  a  gen- 
tleman." The  challenge  was  agairr  relrewerl,  and 
while  the  frienrls  were  loading  the  rilles,  Mr.  Wise 
arrd  Mr.  Jones  walked  apart,  and  Mr.  Wise  asked 
Mr.  Jones  "if  I\lr.  Crlk-y  could  not  assign  the  rea- 
son for  rlecliniiiL'  to  receive  the  note  ot  colonel 
Webb,  that  he  [Mr.  Cilley]  dirl  not  hold  himself 
accountable  to  colonel  Webb  for  worils  spoken  in 
ilebate?"  Mr.  Jones  replied,  that  "Mr.  Cilley 
woiilrl  not  assign  that  r'eason,  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  the  opinion 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  accountable  for  wor-ds 
spoken  in  debate."  Mr.  Wise  then  asked  Mr.  Jones 
whether  "Mr.  Cilley  would  not  say  that,  in  declin- 
ing Io  recr.ive  the  note  of  colour  I  Wel.b,  he  meant 
nodisrcspecl  to  Mr.  Graves,  either  ilheclli/  or  indi- 
rcMijV'  To  which  .Mr.  Joins  replied  adirn, ative- 
ly,  arlding,  "Mr.  Cilley  entertirins  the  highest  re- 
spect for  Mr.  Craves,  but  rleclined  Io  receive  the 
note  because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  contro- 
versy with  colonel  Webb."  Mr.  Jones  b:iys  lliat 
Mr.'Wise  took  no  cxceptien  to  this  answer,  but 
continued  to  require  other  concessions,  as  stated, 
to  be  marie.  Mr.  Wise  says  that  in  maiiing  thai 
proprisilion  he  went  bi-youd  his  instructions;  and 
that  the  proposition  and  the  response  In  it  were  not 
commnnicattil  to  51r.  Graves,  but  were  commnni- 
catrd  both  to  Mr.  Graves  and  to  Mr.  Htnefee.  Mr. 
Critteiirlen  says  he  does  not  remenrber  to  have 
lieaid  Ihem,  nor  to  have  heard  of  them,  rlnring  the 
prrwress  of  the  contesi,  and  that  he  does  not  re- 
member to  have  given  any  advice  or  opinion  upon 
Ihem.  -Mr.  Menefee  remembers  Ihc  proposition 
and  reply,  and  positively  or  by  acquiescence  gave 
the  arlvice  that  the  reply,  fAus  q-:iiUfied,v.-if,  but  a 
niteralion,  in  substance,  of  the  oriijinal  gronnrl  as- 
sumed by  Mr.  Cilley,  and  held  to  be  inadinissihlr' 
by  Mr.  Graves.  Mr.  Wise  had  in  his  possession, 
on  the  sround,  three  written  propositions,  neither 
of  which  was  exhibited,  nor  their  substance  sub- 
mitloil,  in  any  other  manirer  tli:'.n  as  before  staled. 
Mr.  Jo.ies,'  Mr.  Bynum,  Mr.  Sehaumburg.  Dr. 
Duncan,  and  Dr.  Follz,  now  objected,  in  the  strong- 
est langua::e,  aj-iinst  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
coiilest.  and  insislerl  that  it  shourri  now  cease,  and 
that  Mr.  Graves  slioirld  rieclare  himself  satisfied. 
Mr.  Crittenden  was  understood  again,  by  nearly  all 
present,  to  concur  in  these  views;  but  it  appears, 
from  his  ti>stimoiiy,that  he  acqniescerl  in  the  views 
of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Menefee.  They  insisted 
that  the  fight  slsoiild  go  on,  unless  Mr.  Cilley  would 
make  the  concessions  which  were  demntideil;  ei- 
ther a  rlirecf  disclairmu-  of  any  personal  exception 
to  James  Watson  Webb,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  mah 
of  honor,  in  declining  to  receive  his  nob',  or  an  in- 
ilirect  disclaimer,  by  placing  the  refusal  to  receive 
it  upon  the  grounrl  of  privilege;  both  of  which  Mr. 
Cilley,  in  the  corr-sponrlence  and  Ihroughoiit  the 
affair  upon  the  fiehl,  had  refused  to  rio,  anri,  per- 
sisting in  it,  had  (U'icc  received  the  fire  of  his  an- 


they    had    proved    themselves    men    of  honor   and  '  la^onlsf. 

couraje;  and  that  iMr.  Cilley's  opinion  of  colonel        Immeiliately  previous   to   the   last  exchange  of 

Webb  could  not  be  changed  by  the  further  exchange  j  shots,  Mr.  Wise  sairl  to  Mr.  Jon 

of  shots  or  the  receipt  of  wounds."     Mr.  Critten-  j  is  not  terminated  this  shcit,  anrI  i^ 

den  was   unrlcrstooil,  by  irearly  all  present,  to  con-    propose  to  shorten  the  distance.' 

cur  in  these  views,  though  it  seems  he  did  not  intend  i  Jones  replied,  ".\fter  this  shot,  wilhoiit  eflect,  I 


If  this  mailer 
>t  settled,  I  will 
To   which  Mr. 


Mr.  Cilley  was  at  his  lodgings;  and  finrling  that  he 
was  not,  they  proceeded,  wr:ll  armed,  to  Blarlens- 
biirg,  while  it  was  said  the  rbiel  belween  l\Ir. 
Gra\es  and  Mr.  Cilley  was  Io  lake  jilace.  lielbie 
arriving  there,  it  was  aijrecil  between  Webb,  Jack- 
son, and  Morell,  that  Webb  should  apjuoach  Mr. 
Cilley,  claim  the  quarrel,  insist  on  lighlini;  him, 
and  assure  him  that  if  he  aimcil  his  rille  at  Mr. 
Graves,  he  [Webb]  would  shoot  him  [Mr.  Cilley] 
on  the  spot.  It  w.as  supposed  by  tin  in  that  Mr. 
Graves  or  Mr.  Wise,  or  some  of  the  parly,  would 
raise  a  weapon  at  Webb,  whereupon  it  was  agreed 
Ihat  Webb  should  inslaully  shoot  Mr.  Cilley,  ar.d 
thai  they  should  then  defend  theniselvis  in  the  best 
way  llii-y  could.  Not  finding  the  parlies  at  lila- 
ilensburg,  they  followrri  in  pursuit  to  the  olilmaL;a- 
zine,  ami  thence  to  the  shore  of  the  Potomac,  near 
Ihe  arsenal,  at  Greenleaf's  point,  whence,  it  being 
after  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Ihey  returned  Io  the  cily,  to 
await  the  result.  "It  is  unnecessary  to  add,"  say 
they,  in  a  slalcment  drawn  up  by  Webb,  signed  by 
Jackson  and  Morell,  and  published  in  the  IVew 
York  Courier  ami  Enquirer,  "what  would  have 
been  Ihe  course  of  colonel  Webb,  if  Mr.  Graves, 
inslr'ad  of  Mr.  Cilley,  hail  been  injurerl.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  it  was  sancliom  d  by  us;  and  howe\  er 
much  v\'e  ileplorerl  it,  we  couhl  not  rioribt  hut  tlie 
extraordinary  position  in  which  he  would  \v,\\c 
been  placeil  woiihl  have  warranted  Ihe  course  dc- 
lermincd  upon."  It  is  difficult  to  iiiiai;inc  what  is 
hi-re  rlarkly  shadowerl  forth,  if  it  be  liot  that,  hail 
Mr.  Cilley  surviverlthe  eneounterwilh  Mr. Graves, 
and  had  the  latter  sillier,  d  in  it,  it  would  then  have 
been  the  fate  of  -Mr.  Cilley  to  have  encountered  an 
assassin. 

Such  were  the  niateri.il  fads  and  circumstances 
which  attended  the  riealh  of  Mr.  Cilh^y.  The  com- 
mittee, entertaining  the  opinion  thai  the  cause  of 
ihe  challenge  was  the  cause  of  the  df  alh  of  Mr. 
Ciliey,  have  scughl  for  it  where  it  should  be  found 
in  t!ie  most  authentic  form,  in  the  correspondence 
of  Ihe  parlies. 

Mr  Cilley  declined  to  receive  the  nole  of  Mr. 
Webb,  because  he  "chose  to  be  druwu  into  no  con- 
troveisy  with  him."  He  phiced  his  refusal  to  ;e- 
ceivc  a  riemand  for  explanation  of  the  words  spo- 
ken by  him  in  debate  solely  on  the  ground  of  his 
ow  n  vtiUintimj  election,  without  asfi:;ning  any  other 
"He  chose  to  bo  rlraw  n  into  no  controversy" 
wilh  Webb.  He  declarerl,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  neither  alfirmerl  nor  denied  any  thing  in  regard 
to  Webb's  character,  in  declining  to  riceive  the 
lofe.  He  declarerl  further,  that  he  liarl  before 
tated,  and  now  repcatirl,  that  he  intendi'd  by  the 
refusal  no  liisrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  that  he  had 
said  this  onhj  in  rcplii  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Graves, 
that  this  course  might  place  him  in  an  unpleasant 
situation. 

Mr.  Graves,  in  his  seconri  note,  lakes  but  one 
exception  to  this  first  note  of  Mr  Cilley.  "Itiloes 
not  rlisclaim  any  exception  to  him  (W'ebb)  per- 
sonally as  a  gentleman."  He  says:  ""Vour  note  of 
yeslerilay,  in  reply  to  mine  of  that  ilalc,  is  inexpli- 
cit, unsatislacloiy,  aiirl  insiitticient;  among  other 
things  is  this — that,  in  your  declining  to  receive 
colonel  Webb's  communication,  it  does  not  disclaim 
any  exception  to  him,  personally,  as  a  gentleman." 
"I  have,  therefore,"  he  adds,  "to  inquire  whether 
you  rleclined  to  received  his  communication  on  the 
ground  of  any  personal  exception  to  him  as  a  gen- 
tleman or  a  man  of  honor?  A  categorical  aiiawer 
is  1  xpr'cled." 

Mr.  Cilley,  in  his  second  note,  regrels  that  his 
first  was  unsatisfactory,  but  cannot  admit  the  ri^/U 
of  Mr.  Graves  to  propouml  the  question,  and,  there- 
fore, he  declines  any  further  response  to  it. 

It  is  rlifilcull  to  conceive  that  Mr.  Graves,  upon 
this  correspondence  of  Mr.  Cilley,  conlrl  have  chal- 
lenged him  for  intending  ilisrespcct  to  Mr.  Vrairs; 
for  any  such  intention  was  positively  disclaimed, 
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ami,  as  appears,  in  a  most  unexceptionable  and 
courteous  manner,  in  reply  to  a  snggestion  of  liis 
own,  vhich  called  for  it;  or  for  uffinning  or  deny- 
ing any  thing  in  regard  to  the  character  of  Webb,  in 
declining  to  receive  liis  note;  for  anj'  snch  affirma- 
tion or  d'enial  is  also  disclaimed,  in  equally  positive 
terms.  JWr.  Cilley  had  declined  to  receive  a  call 
from  James  Watson  Webb,  for  explanation  of  words 
spoken  in  debale  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  had  pnt  his  refusal  solely  on  the  ground  that 
he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  controversy  wilh  liiin; 
but  he  is  pressed  further,  and  interrogated  beyond 
this  limit,  which  he  had  assigned  to  fiimself,  and  a 
categorical  answer  is  demanded  to  the  question 
whether  he  declined  on  the  ground  or  any  personal 
exception  to  Webb  as  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of 
honor.  He  denies  the  right  to  interrogate  him  in 
tills  manner  lor  declining  a  call,  which  his  right, 
and  duty,  as  a  member  of  tlie  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  jnst  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of 
that  body,  required  him  to  decline;  and,  denying 
the  right  to  interrogate,  he,  thereibre,  relnsed  to 
submit  to  answer  any  further.  And  it  «as  because 
he  refused  to  receive  the  note,  and  refused  to  an- 
swer any  further,  that  he  was  challenged  by  ano- 
ther member  of  the  same  borly. 

This  matter  is  not  lelt  open  to  inference  or  argti- 
mrnt.  The  cause  of  the  challenge  appears  in  a 
manner  which  precludes  nil  doubt.  It  is  still  further 
specified  and  avowed  by  Mr.  Graves  himself,  in  his 
own  note,  which  contains  the  challenge.  It  is 
stated  clearly,  unequivocally,  and  with  the  utmost 
precision,  and  is  assigned  expressly,  and  in  form, 
as  the  cause  for  which  the  challenge  is  given.  "As 
yon  have  declined  accepting  a.  communication  wtiich 
I  bore  to  you  from  colonel  JVebb,  and  as  by  your  note 
of  yesterday  you  have  refused  to  decline  on  groum/s 
wtricfi  icovld  exonerate  me  from,  all  responsibiMy 
growing  out  of  the  affair,  lam  left  no  other  allernu- 
tire  but  to  ask  that  satisfaction,  ickich  is  recognised, 
among  gentlemen."  Mr.  Cilley,  by  his  "note  of  yes- 
tcrdui/,"  bad  refnsed  to  answer  the  question  to  which 
a  "categorical  answer"  had  been  demanded:  that  is 
to  say,  "whether  he  declined  to  receive  colonel  Webb's 
communication  on  the  ground  of  any  personal  excep- 
tion to  him  as  a  gentleman  or  man.  of  honor."  The 
ground  of  challenge,  therefore,  is,  by  Mr.  Graves 
himself,  expressly  stated  to  be,  that  Mr.  Cilley  de- 
clined to  receive  the  communication  from  IV'ebb,  and, 
by  his  note  of  February  22d,  refused  to  answer  that 
question,  touching  the  honor  of  Webb.  This  was  the 
open  and  avowed  cause,  set  forth  and  presented  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  by  which  he  was  guided,  and  upon 
which  he  acted,  in  a  matter  involving  the  utmost 
extremity  of  human  responsibility.  Fortius  cause, 
and  for  this  alone,  he  was  challenged  and  fell  by 
the  band  of  Mr.  Graves;  unlessit  be  admissible  to 
believe  that,  after  all  verbal  conununication  had 
ceased  between  him  and  his  antagonist,  and  the 
diti(:rence  had  assumed  the  form  exclusively  of  a 
written  correspondence  between  them,  he  was 
challenged  and  fell  for  a  cause  not  set  up  in  that 
correspondence,  not  put  forth  as  a  ground  of  com- 
plaint, not  made  known  to  him  or  his  friends  as  a 
matter  of  grievance,  and  in  regard  to  which,  there- 
fore, it  may  he  believed,  he  was  profoundly  igno- 
rant, and  had  no^opporfunity  afibrded  him  in  any 
way  of  voluntary  satisfaction  or  e.Nplanation. 

Nor  is  there  any  thing  in  what  subsequently  oc- 
curred, as  disclosed  by  Iho  joint  statement  of  the 
seconds,  or  the  testimony  of  any  witness  which 
gives  color  to  a  suggestion,  that  there  was,  at  any 
titne  afterwards,  a  change  of  the  ground  of  contro- 
versy. 

No  communication  whatever,  upon  the  subject 
of  difference,  took  place  between  the  jirincipals, 
their  respective  seconds,  or  friends,  after  the  chal- 
lenge was  given,  before  the  first  exchange  of  shots. 
Of  course,  no  cliang':  of  the  ground  of  controversy 
cnuld  have  occurred  until  after  Mr.  Cilley  had  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  his  antagonist,  and  had  liazarded  his 
Jife  in  defence  of  the  position  which  he  had  assum- 
ed in  the  correspondence.  After  the  first  exchange 
of  shots,  as  already  shown,  Mr.  Cilley  reasserted 
bis  original  position,  and  Mr.  Wise  insisted  that 
what  was  then  said  by  Mr.  Jones  only  placed  "the 
aliair  upon  the  original  grounds,"  and  left  Mr. 
Graves  precisely  in  the  position  in  which  he  stood 
when  the  challenge  was  sent."  There  was,  in  fact, 
no  change  whatever  in  the  position  of  the  parties, 
e\cept  what  arose  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Cilley  had  given  to  Mr.  Graves  the  satisfaction  de- 
manded of  an  exchange  of  shots,  and  from  the  fur- 
ther circumstance  that  Mr.  Cilley  not  only  repeat- 
ed the  disclaimer  that  he  had  meant  no  disrespect 
to  Mr.  Graves,  hut  positively  avowed,  also,  that  he 
entertained  for  him  the  highest  respect  and  the  most 
kind  feelings. 

In  this  state  of  the  controversy  the  challenge  is 
retu'wed,  and  Mr.  Cilley  again  puts  his  life  in  jeo- 
pardy.   The  challenge  being  once  more  suspended, 


he  again  insists  upo'i  his  oiiginal  position,  that  he 
hud  ilcclincd  to  receive  the  demand  for  explanation  of 
the  ivords  spoken  by  Itim  in  debate,  because  he  chose  to 
be  drawn  into  no  controversy  with  Webb,  and  that  he 
uould  assign  no  other  reason;  and  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  insisted  lor  Mr.  Graves  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  bound  not  only  to  preserve  the  re- 
spect due  to  himself,  butio  defend  tlie  honor  of 
his  friend,  colonel  Webb,  and  that  he  only  insisted 
"tlial  he  liad  not  borne  the  note  of  a  man  who  was  not 
a  man  of  honor  a7id  not  a  genlieuuin,"  Mr.  Cilley  re- 
plied affirmatively  to  a  proposition  submitted  on  the 
jiart  oi  Mr.  Graves,  that  in  declining  to  receive  the 
note,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  cither  di- 
rectly or  indirectly;  and  declared  that  he  entertain- 
ed the  highest  respect  for  him,  but  declined  to  re- 
ceive the  note,  because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into 
no  controversy  with  colonel  Webb.  He  excluded, 
in  direct  and  positive  terms,  every  possibilitj'  of  dis- 
respect to  Mr.  Graves,  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
in  eiitct  only  insisted  on  his  right  to  decline  a  de- 
mand lor  explanation  of  words  spoken  in  debate, 
because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  controversy 
U[)on  the  subject,  without  assigning  any  other  rea- 
son. But  he  was  interrogatecl  for  another  reason, 
and  another  reason  was  demanded;  and  for  resist- 
ing that  demand  the  challenge  was  again  renewed, 
and  he  fell  a  victim  in  defence  of  what  he  conceiv- 
ed to  be  his  rights  as  an  indi\*idual,  or  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  committee  were  disposed  lo  pursue  this  in- 
quiry in  every  form.  Not  content  with  tracing  the 
cause  of  the  challenge  in  the  written  correspon- 
dence, in  the  assignment  of  reasons  for  the  chal- 
lenge under  Mr.  Graves 'own  hand,  and  in  the  va- 
rious propositions  which  were  submitted  on  the 
field,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ol  the  contest, 
they  proceeded  to  put  to  every  witness  who  was  be- 
lieved to  know  any  thing  upon  the  subji'ct,  the  di- 
rectinqiiiiy,  whether  "i\lr.  Graves  or  his  second,  at 
any  time  before  Mr.  Cilley  fell,  communicaled  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  his  second,  or  attendant  friends,  that  a 
question  of  veracity  between  Mr.  Graves  and  JMr. 
Cilley  was  a  point  ol  difficulty  to  be  adjusted;" — 
Mr.  Jones  answered,  "Certainly  not  to  me,  nor  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  at  a»!/ time,  to  my  knowledge,  either 
before  or  during  the  day  the  duel  was  fought.  I  did 
not  hear  ofthe  existenceof  such  aquestion  until  the 
Sunday  or  Monday  after  Mr.  Cilley  was  killed. — 
The  wiitteu  correspondence  between  Mr.  Craves 
and  Mr.  Cilley  does  not  show  the  existence  of  any 
snch  question  of  veracity."  Mr.  Eyiiurn  answered, 
"I  heard  no  such  communication,  directly  or  inrli- 
reclly,  from  either  Mr.  Graves  or  his  second,  made 
or  intimated  to  Mr.  Cilley  or  any  of  his  friends, 
befoie  he  fell."  Mr.  Schauinburg  answered,  "I 
did  not  understand  that  there  was  a"qiiestion  of  ve- 
racity" between  the  parties,  nor  w.i.s  there  any  con- 
versation on  the  subject."  Dr.  Duncan  answered, 
"They  never  did  to  my  knowledge.  I  never  heard 
the  question  of  veracity  assigned,  during  Mr.  Cil- 
ley's  life,  as  the  cause  of  any  difficulty."  Mr. 
Pierce  answered,  "I  never  held  any  couversalion 
with  Mr.  Graves,  or  'his  second  or  attend.int  fi  lends,' 
in  relation  to  the  late  fatal  duel,  nnr  did  I  ever  hear, 
until  subsequently  to  the  2-llh  of  February  last, 'lliat 
any  qiiestjou  of  veracity  between  Mr.  Graves  and 
Mr  Cillev,  was  a  point  ol  difficulty  to  be  adjusted." 
Dr.  Follz"  answered,  "They  did  "not."  Mr.  Wise 
answered,  "I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Graves  may 
have  communicated  to  Mr.  Cilley  at  any  time  be- 
fore he  fell,  as  to  a  question  cf  veracity  betvi  een 
them.  I  presume  they  both  knew  what  had  passed 
between  them,  verbally.  1  believe  that  I  did  state 
to  Mr.  Jones,  or  to  otlier  friends  of  Mr.  Cilley,  on 
the  ground,  that  Mr.  Graves  said  Mr.  Cilley  had 
assigned  lo  him  the  reason  for  declinini  to  receive 
the  note  of  colonel  Webb,  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
be  held  accountable  lor  words  sjioken  in  debate.  I 
think  I  so  informed  Mr.  Jones  when  I  asked  him 
if  Mr.  Cilley  conld  not  assign  this  reason  on  the 
ground;  but  of  this  I  am  not  positive."  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden answerfd,  "Not  thati  know  of.  Iknowof 
no  communic.'dion  between  any  of  these  parties 
other  than  as  before  stated,  so  far  as  I  now  recol- 
lect. Whetherthose  communications  involve  any 
such  question  it  is  not  for  ine  to  decide;  no  such 
question  was  made,  in  terms,  that  I  know  of."  Mr. 
Menefce  answered,  "Mr.  Graves  had  no  coinmn- 
nication  of  any  kind  wilh  Mr.  Cilley,  his  second,  or 
attendant  friends,  and  of  course  did  not  communi- 
cate to  them  that  such  a  question  was  a  point  of 
difficulty.  Nor  did  the  second  of  I\Ir.  Graves,  as 
far  as  I  remember,  make  such  a  communication, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  implied  from  the  proposi- 
tions made  by  him,  in  connection  with  the  corres- 
pondence, &c.  One,  at  least,  ofthe  friends  of  Mr. 
Graves,  in  the  presence  of  his  second,  made  fre- 
quent attempts  to  direct  the  attention  ofthe  second 
and  friend.9  of  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  difficulty  which 


was  presented  by  the  terms  of  Mr.  Graves'  first 
note  (giving  his  version  of  what  Mr.  Cilley  had 
said)  and  the  ground  which  Mr.  Cilley  had  subse- 
quently assumed.  But  it  was  not  referred  to,  in 
terms,  as  a  question  of  veracity.  It  was  believed 
that  Mr.  Cilley  had  honorable  grounds,  which 
would  be  satislactory  lo  Mr.  Graves,  and  at  the 
same  time  compatible  with  the  truth,  which  would 
effect  the  object,  without  making  directly  such  a 
question  whilst  efforts  were  pending  to  accommo- 
date. Whether  the  views,  thus  expressed,  were 
communicated  to  Mr.  Cilley,  I  know  not.  For  the 
character  of  what  occurred  on  this  point,  so  far  as 
I  participated  in  it,  the  committee  are  referred  to 
my  general  statement." 

'Mr.  Graves  said  (oDr.  Foltz.  on  the  way  to  the 
field,  "That  he  had  been  the  bearer  of  a  note  from 
colonel  AVebb  to  Mr.  Cilley,  inquiring  if  Mr.  Cil- 
ley had  been  correctly  reportefJ  in  the  Globe.  Mr. . 
Cilley  refused  to  receive  the  note,  and  declined  giving 
his  reasons,  which  implicated  me,  in  consequence  of 
which  1  challenged  him,  but  I  have  no  personal  ani- 
mosity tovards'him."  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the  field, 
"Mr.  Jones,  these  gentlemen  have  come  here  with- 
out animosity  towards  each  other; they  are  fighting 
merely  upon  a  point  of  honor."  "These  men  have 
nothing  against  each  other;  they  are  merely  settling 
a  point  of  honor." 

This  concurrent  testimony  of  all,  witliont  excep-  ^ 
tion,  taken  in  connection  with  the  written  corres- 
pondence, the  various  propositions  and  answers  on 
the  field,  and  the  further  fact  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  not 
been  informed  that  Mr.  Graves  had  undertaken  to 
repeat  to  others  any  verbal  communication  between 
them,  or  that  any  misapprehension  or  misunder- 
standing existed  between  them  on  that  subject,  ut- 
terly repels  the  suggestion,  that  any  question  of  ve- 
racity had  arisen,  or  had  been  made,  or  was  the 
cause  of  the  challenge,  or  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley. Indeed,  any  misapprehension  on  that  subject 
would  have  given  no  more  just  ground  of  animo- 
sity,  and  least  of  all  of  the  highly  vindictive  feel- 
ings necessarily  aroused  by  a  question  of  veracity, 
than  the  very  evident  misapprehension  which  Mr. 
Graves  labored  under  in  regard  to  some  parts  of  the 
note  of  James  Watson  Webb,  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer. 

The  commiltee  will  not,  injustice  to  Mr.  Graves, 
harbor  the  belief,  that  there  were  rankling  secretly 
in  his  bosom  any  vindictive  or  hostile  feelings  to- 
wards Mr.  Cilley,  growing  out  of  any  question  of 
personal  veracity,  and  prompting  him  to  carry  on 
a  deadly  vs'arfare  under  another  pretext,  not  only 
without  a  direct  and  explicit  disclosure  of  the  real 
cause  ol  difficulty,  such  as  would  have  left  no  mis- 
apprehension on  the  mind  of  any  one,  but  under 
circumstances  which  misled  the  other  party  and  his 
liiends,  and  left  hihi,  under  that  false  impression,  to 
the  forfeit  of  his  life. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  words  sjioken  by  Mr.  Cilley  indebaie 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
Cilley  lo  receive  a  demand  for  explanation  of  those 
words,  and  his  refusal  to  assign  any  otlier  reason  for 
it,  than  that  lie  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  difficulty 
upon  the  subject,  were  ttie  causes  which  led  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  under  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  substantially  detailed. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  there  has  been  a 
breach  of  the  pirivilege  of  the  house. 

It  is  a  breach  of  the  highest  conslitutional  privi- 
leges of  the  house,  and  of  the  most" sacred  rights 
of  the  (leople  in  the  person  of  their  representative, 
to  demand  in  a  hostile  manner,  an  explanation  of 
words  spoken  in  debate;  to  be  the  bearer  of  such  a 
demand;  to  demand  a  reason  lor  refusing  to  receive 
it,  beyond  the  mere  voluntary  election  ofthe  mem- 
ber interrogated;  or  to  demand,  under  any  circum- 
stances, any  reason  at  all.  No  member  can  be 
be  questioned  in  a  hostile  way,  and  put  to  his  plea, 
and  yield  to  it,  w-ithout  subjecting  himself  to  great 
disadvantages  in  the  estimation  of  many,  and  im- 
pairing liis  influence  and  his  usefulness  as  a  mem- 
ber. It  is  a  still  more  aggravated  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  house,  and  ofthe  rights  of  the  people 
in  the  person  of  their  representative,  to  challenge  a 
member,  and  to  slay  him  in  comb'jt,  lor  refusing  to 
comply  with  any  such  demand.  It  is  the  highest 
offence  which  can  be  committed  against  either 
house  of  congress;  against  the  ii'eedom  of  speech  I 
and  of  debate  therein;  against  the  spirit  and  the  I 
substance  of  that  constitutional  provision,  that  for  j 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  the  member 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place,  and  vio- 
lates essentially  the  right  of  perfect  immunity  else- 
where  for  words  spoken  in  debate  here,  which  is  es- 
sential to  the  independence  of  congress,  and  to  the  i 
existence  of  constitutional  liberty.  And  wdien  this  ' 
offence  is  committed  by  a  member,  it  calls  lor  the 
exercise  of  the  highest  powers  of  the  house  to  purge 
itself  of  the  evil,  to  maintain  effectually  its  rights 
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atirl  priviU'i;e5,  and  \o  presi.rve  inviolate  tlii<  immu- 
nity, which  is  giiarantiud  by  the  constilulion,  not 
for  the  sake  of  the  inditiilual,  but  lor  his  constitu- 
ents ami  tlie  country. 

The  present  casf  is  wilhout  any  circumstance  of 
extenuation.  A  member  of  the  lioiise,  in  a  manner 
most  strictly  parliainunlary,  on  an  occai^ion  inout 
appropriate,  in  lanjjuagu  most  decorous  and  moder- 
ate, in  dc'lence  of  the  donor  of  the  house  aijainst  an 
anonymous  and  unfounded  charge  of  corruption, 
had  alluded  to  the  piibli.shed  recor.ls  of  former  pro- 
ceedings with  perfect  truth  and  accuracy;  had  in 
obedience  to  his  duty,  declined  a  liostile  demand 
for  explanation  in  a  manner  in  which  the  commit- 
tee can  discover  no  can.se  of  otfence;  had  respect- 
fully with  expressions  of  regret,  declined  to  admit 
tie  right  to  interrogate  him  further;  had  disclaimed 
all  disrespect,  directly  or  indirectly,  towards  his 
antagonist,  and  avowed  for  him  the  highest  respect 
and  the  kindest  feeliusfs;  ami,  after  all  lliis,  avowed 
without  hostility,  and'a^ainst  the  stroui^cst  protes- 
tations of  others,  he  was  required  fatally  to  expose 
himself  to  the  third  discharge  of  a  ritle.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Graves,  a  member  of  the  house, 
voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  became  the  bearer  of 
a  demand  from  another  member  in  attendance,  for 
an  explanation  of  words  spoken  in  ilebate;  he  pre- 
sented it  in  the  house  while  the  house  w!is  in  ses- 
sion; he  demanded  a  reason  for  the  refus.d,  beyond 
the  voluntary  election  of  ll:at  member  to  be  drawn 
into  no  di/Iicnlty  upon  the  subject;  which  being 
withheld,  he  then  challenged  him  in  this  cilj%  and 
slew  him  in  this  vicinity,  while  congress  was  in 
session.  Every  step  of  Mr.  Graves  intliis  progress, 
involved  him  deeper  and  deeper  in  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  house,  until  their  destruction  was 
consummated  in  the  jierson  of  Mr.  Cilley.  The 
eye  of  rea.son  can  discover,  in  the  whole  course  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  no  olfence  towards  those  who  pursued 
him,  except  that  given  by  alhuling  to  the  records  of 
congress,  in  tlie  faithful  and  upright  rlisehar";e  of 
his  duly  as  a  member,  which,  .jusMy,  could  nave 
fiven  no  olfence  at  all.  Nor  can  his  death  be  vin- 
dicated or  excused  by  any  circumstance  whatso- 
ever, not  even  by  that  custom,  the  relic  of  unen- 
lightened and  barbarous  ages,  whicli  was  formerly 
supposed  to  be  a  proof  of  some  degree  of  physical 
courage,  but  is,  in  fact,  a  signal  monument  of  the 
want  of  the  higher  attribute  of  moral  courage; 
which  has,  in  these  modern  times,  degenerated  into 
a  game  of  chances  and  a  scramble  for  undue  advan- 
tages; which  can  furnish  no  criterion  lor  truth,  jus- 
tice, or  honor,  and  deals  out  its  inliiclions  of  misery 
most  severely  upon  the  unolfending  and  the  help- 
less; which  is  ri  ?eply  deplored  by  all  men,  even 
those  who  submit  to  it,  and  is  forbidden,  in  every 
stage  of  it.  by  all  l.nv,  human  and  divine. 

It  is  not  n.'cessary.  on  the  present  occasion,  to  go 
into  any  con  =  i.)ei,itiiVi  of  the  general  power  of  the 
house  to  punish  for  breach  of  privilege;  or  to  in- 
quire into  the  ori;;in  and  foundation  of  that  jiower 
over  contempts,  which  has  been  asserted  by  the 
parliacnent  of  Great  Uritain,  from  lime  imraemo- 
tial,  by  every  legislative  bodv,  by  every  judicial 
(ribuuni  from  tile  highest  to 'llic  lowest,  and  re- 
peatedly, by  one  or  the  other  house  of  congress,  and 
has  been  recognized  as  existing  in  the  huise  of  re- 
presentatives by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  Whether  it  be  a  ])Ower  nece.ssary  to  the 
continued  exislence  of  1he  legislative  body,  or  a 
power  necessary  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  legisla- 
tive functions.il  is  in  eithercase  anccessnry  power, 
strictly  granted  by  the  constitution,  and  as  fully 
irranted  as  if  it  were  liter.dly  expresse.l.  But  in 
the  case  of  members,  the  consiilution  has  expressly 
granted  the  power  to  punish  for  ilisorderly  conduct; 
.-mil  has,  also,  expressly  granted  the  power,  with 
(he  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a  member 
tor  any  cause  which  two-two  thirds  of  the  house 
jnav  deem  sndicient. 

The  committee,  therefore,  viewing  the  breach  of 
the  rights  and  piivileges  of  the  house,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Graves,  to  have  been  an  olfence  of  this  high 
character,  against  the  vital  principle  of  a  delibera- 
tive assembly  and  of  representative  government, 
feel  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duly,  to  present  to 
the  house  a  resolution  that  he  be  expelled  there- 
from. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  a  former  occasion,  that  it  was  a  breach  of 
privilege  to  semi  a  challenge  to  a  member  in  attend- 
ance, or  to  be  the  b:-arer  of  such  challenge.  And 
it  is  equally  so  to  act  as  second  to  the  challenger. 
In  the  present  instance  it  appears  that  IMr.  Wise 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  demand  of  explanation 
which  was  borne  by  Air.  Graves,  and  had  never 
seen  that  paper  until  after  the  fatal  catastrophe. 
But  bavins  been  earlv  consulted  by  Mr.  Graves 
upon  the  first  letter  of  Mr.  Cilley,  anil  concurred 
with  him  in  his  views  of  it,  he  bore  the  challenge 
to  Mr.  Cillev,  and  he  acted  throughout  as  the  se- 


cond of  the  challenger,  advising  and  insisting  thai 
the  light  should  go  on,  until  Mr.  Cilley  fell.  The 
committee,  therefore,  deeming  him  deeply  involved, 
under  the  circumstances  which  this  case  presents, 
in  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  report  a 
lesolution  that  he  deserves  the  deciiled  censure 
of  the  house,  and  that  he  be  censured  accordin;;ly. 

Mr.  Jones  had  no  knowledge  of  the  alfair  until 
the  determination  of  Mr.  ('illey  had  bei'U  formcil 
as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  challenge,  and  the  time, 
mode,  weapon,  and  other  pi  eliminaries  of  the  meet- 
ing. Hut  he  was  the  bearer  of  the  acceptance,  and 
acted  throughout  as  the  second  of  the  challenged 
parly;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  thai  he 
was  thereby  involved  in  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
that  he  be  censured  therefor. 

In  regard  to  the  persons,  not  principal  nor  se- 
conds, who  were  present  on  the  field,  anil  expressed 
their  opinions  at  the  request  of  the  parlies,  without 
having  advised,  instigated,  or  procured  the  meeting, 
however  they  might  be  implicated  in  the  courts  of 
of  law,  the  committee  entertain  (,oiiblj  how  far  they 
would  be  involved  in  a  breach  of  privilege;  and, 
under  a  strong  conviction  that  the  power  of  the  house 
should  be  exer  ise.l,  never  in  a  doublful  case,  al- 
ways with  moderation,  they  content  themselves 
with  presenting  the  facts  and  circnmslances,  so  far 
as  these  persons  are  concerned,  without  proposing 
any  action  thereon. 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  that  .lames 
Watson  Webb  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  house;  but  they  also  concur  unani- 
mously in  the  opinion,  that  if  there  be  any  real  giounil 
to  believe  that  a  conspiracy  to  assassinate  actually 
existed,  as  set  forth  in  that  aliocioiis  paper  drawn 
up  by  him.  signed  by  Daniel  Jackson  and  William 
H.  .Morell,  sworn  toby  the  latter,  and  nublished  in 
the  New  York  Courier  ,and  Enquirer,  lie  be  lelt  to 
the  cliastisement  of  the  courts  of  law  and  of  public 
opinion,  and  that  the  house  will  consult  its  own  dig- 
nity and  the  public  interests  by  bestowing  upon  him 
no  further  notice. 

As  soon  as  the  report  was  read,  as  the  clerk  was 
about  to  read  the  resolutions  with  which  it  con- 
cludes, 

Mr.  }Vixe  asked  leave  to  propound  a  question  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  justice  to  all  the 
parties  concerned. 

Mr.  Turneij  inquired  if  the  reading  of  the  whole 
paper  w.as  concluded? 

The  C/uiir  replied  in  the  nngative. 

Mr.  2'urney  must  then  object  to  arresting  it  at 
this  stag-. 

Mr.  iKiiC  would  r.Mnarkto  the  gentleman  that  the 
question  came  in  pertinently  at  that  time.  It  was  a 
single  question. 

Mr.  Turnetj  would  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose, 
but  he  should  renew  the  objection  if  it  arrested  the 
I'eailingof  the  report  for  any  length  of  lime. 

Mr.  Wim  said  it  was  one  of  serious  import  as  re- 
spected himself  as  second  in  thatafiair,  or  he  should 
not  have  interposed  at  that  time.  There  was  a  gen- 
eral remark,  as  would  be  noticed  by  the  house,  in 
the  ri'port  of  the  majority  in  relation  to  tliogen- 
.  ral  practice  of  duelling.  Speaking  of  the  charac- 
ter of  that  practice,  they  speak  of  it  ger.erally  as  a 
scramble  lor  undue  advantages.  I  mere.lv  wish, 
said  Mr.  W.  to  ask  the  chairman,  to  aks  all  the 
members  of  the  committee,  so  that  my  remark  in.ay 
not  he  misunderstood  by  the  world,  or  by  any  here 
presenter  absent,  whether  the  least  particle  of  the 
least  coiiviclion  cxisteii  in  the  mind  of  any  one 
member  of  that  cominillee,  that  the  least  undue,  or 
scramble  for  umliie  aili  unlage,  was  taken,  or  alfenip- 
ted  to  be  taken,  in  this  fight?  AVIielher  the  friends 
i.f  t!ic  deceased  did  not  think  the  nglit  was  i>erfectiy 
lair,  and  wiielher  llieie  was  any  evidence  to  show 
Ihere  was  any  undue  advantage  taken  in  any  way. 
in  any  manner,  by  any  of  the  parlies? 

Mr.  Toiicey  said  l'  will  answer  in  the  most  posi- 
tive manner,  as  lar  as  I  know,  that  it  was  not  the  in 
tcntion  of  tlie  committee,  '.n  that  general  remark,  lo 
nvake  any  application  of  it  to  Ihi.s  particular  case  nor 
to  accuse  any  one  on  the  field  for  any  scramble  for  un- 
due advantage,  or  any  thing  that  would  be  denomi- 
nated unfair.  Nor  was  lliere  any  evidence  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

The  resolutions  with  whicli  the  report  concludes 
were  tlien  read,  as  follows: 

Heiolvcrl,  That  William  J.  Graves,  a  member  of 
this  house  from  the  stale  of  Kentucky,  in  beaiing 
to  the  late  Jonathan  Cilley,  then  a  member  of  this 
house,  the  demand  for  explanation  of  words  spoken 
in  debate,  demanding  his  reasons  for  declining;  to 
receive  it,  and  challenging  him,  and  engaging  in  a 
late  duel  with  him,  which  terminated  in  his  death, 
has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 
house. 

Jnil  be  il  further  rfWccd,  That  the  said  W.  J.  G 
Tor  said  breach  of  privilege  be,  and  hereby  is,  ex 
pelled  from  this  house. 


7iVso/i'<'</,  That  Henry  A.  Wise,  in  bearing  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  late  Jonathan  Cilley,  then  a  member 
of  this  house,  an<l  actin";  as  a  second  to  tlie  chal- 
lenger in  the  duel,  which  terminated  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Cilley,  has  been  guilty  ol  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  house,  and  that  he  deserves  the 
decided  ctnsure  of  this  house,  and  hereby  is,  cen- 
sured acciuiliiigly. 

licsolvcil,  That  Geo.  W.  Jones,  in  acting  as  se- 
cond to  the  challenged  |.arly,thc  late  Jonathan  Cil- 
ley, then  a  member  of  this  house,  in  the  duel  which 
terminated  in  his  death,  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  Iliis  house,  and'  that  he  be 
therefor,  and  hereby  is,  censured  accordingly  by 
this  house. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  at  this  stage,  movoJ  an 
adjournment;  lost. 

The  report,  coiinler-rei.orl,  of  Messrs.  Gremiell 
and  Haritlen  was  then  read  through  by  the  clerk, 
and  having  been  concluded, 

Mr.  Branson  moved  that  the  house  do  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
Mr.  Elmore,  another  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee. 

[These  two  reports  will  be  given  hereaflcr.] 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  above  report  was 
concluded — 

Mr.  Ti'uceij  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on  his  mo- 
lion. 

The  house  adjou'ned. 

rhursdaij,  Jlpril  2(i.  The  SpciLer  laid  before  the 
house  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv, 
transmitting,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Kith 
instant,  slaleuients  of  the  amount  received  from  the 
sales  of  public  land  subject  to  the  making  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  the  amount  of  unsold  land  iii 
each  state,  Uc. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  cor- 
recting an  error  in  his  report  of  ti.e  Hith  of  March,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  ol  the  hou.-,e  of  llie  l!)th  Feb- 
ruary, OS  to  the  date  of  the  appointment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  postm.aster  general  trans- 
mitting the  inlbrmalion  called  for  by  the  house  on 
the  Kith  instant,  as  to  the  irregularities  and  failures 
of  the  great  western  mail  between  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  Wheeling  within  the  last  three  months, 
and  the  causes  thereof,  as  lar  as  known  to  the  de- 
partment. 

Also,  the  fcillowing  letter  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  house  of  the  Icth 
instant: 

Post  office  dcjiarlmenl,  .Ijiril  21,   1S.3S. 
Hon.  J.  K.  I'oLK. 

Sj)eal,-er  house  of  re/irexenl'itlres: 

Sir:  In  compliance  w  ith  a  resoluli  in  adopted  by 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  lUth  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  the  house  that  the  number 
of  failures  in  the  arrival  at  the  New  York  post  office, 
in  respect  to  the  express  mail  between  New  Oileans 
and  New  York,  since  the  fust  day  of  January  last, 
appears  by  the  books  of  the  inspection  office  to  have 
been  thiriij-four. 

These  are  not  total  failures,  but  failures  to  arrive 
on  the  proper  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMO.S  KENDALL. 

A  number  of  resolutions,  petitions.  Sec.  were  pre- 
sented, and  several  bills  read,  on  leave,  and  appro- 
piiat- ly  referred. 

The  reading  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  duelling  committee,  was  begun  imme- 
diately after  the  presentation  of  the  communica- 
tions referred  to  above,  and  occu|)ied  the  whole  day's 
sitting. 

During  the  reading,  the  private  secretary  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  appeareil  at  the  bar 
with  a  message. 

The  Chair  announced  this  fact,  staling  that,  pend- 
ing a  privilege  question,  a  message  would  be  receiv- 
ed by  consent  of  the  house. 

Air.  Sau-ijer,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  lo  its 
reception. 

Tlie  Chair  reslafed  Ihp  rule  of  the  house  with  re- 
gard to  this  point,  at  the  same  time  remarking  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  had,  at  any  lime, 
a  right  to  send  a  message  to  the  house;  a  right  by 
the  constitution,  and  one  to  which  lie  had  never 
known  an  objection  to  have  been  made  before. 

Mr.  Saxeyer  adhered  to  his  objection.  He  .-.aid 
that  he  regarded  the  whole  of  the  proceeding  (in 
regard  to  the  late  duel)  now  pending  before  Ihe 
house,  as  a  solemn  farce;  Ihe  sooner  il  was  finished 
the  better,  and  he  was  for  having  every  thing  else  to 
give  way  to  it,  until  it  were  got  through  with. 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  a  grave  question;  but  that 
if  he  were  to  be  called  on  to  decide  between  the  or- 
ders of  the  house  and  the  constitutional  right  of  llic 
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executive  to  approacli  it  with  a  messai^e,  lie  must 
decide  that  the  message  must  be  received.  He  hoped 
the  objection  would  be  vvilhdravvn,  liowever. 

The  objection  was  withdrawn,  and  the  message 
was  received. 

Mr  Howurd  rose,  and  gave  notice  that  before  the 
house  shoukl  adjourn,  he  should  ask  for  the  reading 
of  this  message. 

The  house  adjourned  at  4  o'clocic,  however,  with- 
out taking  au}'  question,  or  concluding  the  reading 
of  till;  evidence. 


CHRONICLE. 

Iinporljnt  since  case.  The  district  court  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  session  at  Trenton,  judge  Baldwin 
presiding,  has  been  enjaged  during  a  week  past 
•with  a  suit  broaglit  by  Culbreth,  of  Md.  against 
Griscom  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Salem,  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  for  rescuing  a  fugitive  slave 
which  the  plaintitf  had  claimed  in  the  vicinity  ol 
that  town.  After  a  laborious  trial,  Mr.  Southard 
for  the  plaintilf  and  Mr.  Frelinghuyson,  and  others, 
for  the  defendants,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  on 
Friday  of  $;100()  damages  and  costs  against  the  de- 
fendants. A  motion  was  made  for  a  new  trial, 
which  will  be  argued  at  the  next  term. 

[^Poiilson's  Dail;/  jldoerUscr. 

The  Valley  Creek  bridge  on  the  Columbia  rail- 
road, was  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  nearly 
.300  feet  long,  and  in  thirteen  days  afler  the  fire  a 
new  bridge, of  the  same  length,  was  erected  and 
ready  for  travel. 

A  gentleman  coming  up  the  river  to  Pittsburg 
dropped  his  wallet  overboard  containing  $oO»0  in 
bank  notes.  The  yawl  was  launched  and  the  wal- 
let picked  up  two  miles  below  the  place  it  was 
dropped.  Had  it  been  that  amount  in  Benton'a 
mint  drops,  it  would  have  gone  to  the  bottom  like  a 
lump  of  sugar  in  a  tea  cup.  [iV.  Y.  Slur. 

Willis  vs.  Clifton.  Here  is  a  suit  in  earnest. — 
Willis  wrote  a  play  expressly  for  the  lovely  Jose- 
phine, and  the  price  was  to  have  been  .glOOO.  The 
author  demanded  his  money  for  the  play,  which 
Josephine's  secretary  paid  by  a  note  of  hand. — 
When  the  note  was  due  it  was  protested  lor  non- 
payment, and  for  this  cause  is  the  action  brought 
against  the  pretty  actress.  She  says  she  won't  pay 
it,  and  intends  to  plead  "no  consideration  and  no 
value."  [Boston  Post. 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  has  olfered  a  reward  of 
lOOO;  for  the  recovery  of  about  10,000/  alleged  to 
have  been  stolen  by  Vv'm.  Caates,  late  first  teller  in 
the  branch  of  that  institution  established  in  Quebec. 

The  Ohio  Journal  states,  that  the  express  mail 
to  the  west  is  soon  to  he  discontinued. 

Mr.  Dunham,  late  c.shier  of  the  Lafavette  Bank 
of  Boston,  has  been  convicted  of  perjury. 

Swamp  lands  of  North  Cirolina.  Charles  B. 
Shaw,  esq.  engineer  of  the  lilerary  board  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina,  reports  that  l.iO.OOO  acres 
of  valuable  swamp  lands  in  the  eastern  section  ol 
the  state,  may  be  drained  at  a  cost  not  exceediu"- 
)870,00'J.  The  recovery  of  these  swamp  lands  wiO 
not  only  purify  a  large  section  from  the  miliaria, 
which  has  made  it  a  grave  to  so  many,  but  add  im- 
mensely to  the  resources  of  the  state  by  tliat  rich 
soil  redeemed  for  cultivation,  the  profits  of  much  of 
which  it  appears  arc  to  go  the  literary  fund.  Thus 
will  the  ploughman's  toil  subserve  the  cause  of 
science  and  learning,  and  North  Carolina  be  en- 
riched in  pecuniary  as  in  intellectual  wealth. 

Frank  Johnson,  colored  leader  of  the  quondam 
Phil  idelphia  brass  band,  is  giving  concerts  belore 
the  English  nobility  at  the  Argyle  rooms,  London. 
His  performances  are  highly  spoken  of. 

Richard,  K.  Frost,  the  Thoinpsonian.  The  case  of 
this  gentleman,  whose  trial  on  the  charge  of  man- 
slaughter, for  killing  his  patient  Tiberius"G.  French, 
by  lobelia,  excited  so  much  attention  some  months 
ago,  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  on  Monday  last  in 
the  New  York  court  of  general  sessions,  by  the 
court  adjuilging  him  to  pay  .$130.  The  fine  was 
paid  and  Dr.  Frost  was  discharged  from  custodv. 

The  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  under  the' au- 
thority of  the  act  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  is 
alread'y  issuing  notes  of"  one,  two,  and  three  d'ol- 
lars.  They  are  signed  by  the  cashier  alone.  The 
vignettes  are  the  same  as  on  the  larger  notes. 

Red  river  raft.  New  Orleans,  .April  1st  We  have 
been  favored  with  the  persual  of  a  letter  from  cap- 
tain Shreve,  dated  March  the  23th  at  Duby's  Bayou 
He  states  that  tlie  raft  is  now  cleared  away,  and  die 
navigation  easy  and  uninterrupted.  He  ascended 
the  stream  through  the  wole  extent  of  the  raft,  a  dis- 
tance of  52  miles,  in  nine  hours.  There  is  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  any  steamer  that  can  navigate  Red- 
river.    Ten  feet  is  found  in  the  sliallowcst  places- 


Loss  nf  steamboat  Black  Hawk.  The  steamer 
Black  Hawk,  in  descending  the  Red. river  a  few  days 
ago,  struck  a  snag,  bilged  and  sunk.  S!:e  was  laden 
witli  cotton,  a  good  portion  'of  which  was  saved. 
The  vessel  is  a  vmccIc,  being  buried  in  three  fathoms 
water;  there  is  no  expectation  even  of  recovering  the 
engine  and  machinery. 

Short  passage.  The  ship  Richard  Anderson,  capt. 
Lucas,  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  8th  March  in  the 
reinarkahlv  short  run  ol  sixteen  days  from  Hampton 
road-.  Tills  fine  vessel,  it  will  he  recollected,  was 
built  in  liallimorefor  a  mercantile  house  in  Peters- 
burg, and  is  an  adiiiiiahle  specimen  of  naval  archi- 
ectiire,  both  in  regard  to  her  strength  of  construc- 
tion and  ra|iidity  of  sailing.  [American. 

Naral.  Alelterdated  Valparaiso,  Dec.  27,  from 
an  olfu-eron  hoard  the  U-  S.  ship  Falmouth,  comman- 
der McKeever,  menlions  the  sale  arrival  of  that  ship 
at  that  port,  alter  a  passage  of  fifty  three  days  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  eighteen  of  which  were  spent  in  doub- 
ling the  c  ipe,  they  having  proceeded  as  far  south  as 
lat!  53.  The  Faiinouth  otfcape  Horn  picked  up  a 
boat  coniaiiiing  six  iiipii,  belonging  to  an  American 
sealing  ship,  who  had  been  left  on  a  desolate  island 
for  skins,  their  proM.sions  all  gone,  on  their  way  to 
Port  Desire,  when  llie  timely  appearance  of  the  Fal- 
mouth  relieved  them. 

Puniihmenl  of  death.  An  act  of  the  New  Jersey 
legislature,  approved  on  the  I7lli  February  last,  dis- 
tinguishes all  murder  hereafler  committed  in  that 
state  into  three  degrees;  Wie  first,  when  the  homicide 
is  ])erpetrated  from  a  premeditated  design  (o  elit;ct 
tlie  death  of  llio  person  kdled,  or  of  any  other  human 
being;  the  second,  when  the  homicide  is  perpetrated 
by  an  act  eminently  dangerous  to  others,  and  evinc- 
ing a  deiiraved  mind  regardless  ol  human  life,  al- 
though without  jiremediiated  design  to  kill:  and  the 
third,  when  the  homicide  is  per|ietrated  by  a  person 
engaged  in  the  commission  of  any  felony,  vvilhout 
any  design  to  etiect  death.  Every  person  convicted 
of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  IS  to  be  punished  with 
death,  those  convicted  of  the  second  degree,  are  to 
suttersolitary  imprisoiKnent  for  lile  at  hard  labor,  and 
to  be  considered  and  esteemed  civily  dead  from  the 
moment  sentence  is  pronounced  against  them,  while 
those  convicted  of  the  third  degree,  are  doomed  to 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  any  term  not  exceedino- 
twenty  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  ac"^ 
cording  to  tile  nature  and  aggravation  of  their  olience. 

Jiaac  II.  Bronson,  esq.  of  Jelferson  county.  New 
York,  aniemberpfcongress,lias  been  appointed  jiidfe 
of  the  filth  judicial  district  of  that  state. 

Consitli  George  Dubson  has  been  appointed  con- 
sul of  the  republic  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  Mobile, 
in  the  state  of  Alabama,  a. id  has  been  recogniseil  as 
such  by  llie  president  of  the  Uniteil  Slates. 

Gcoige  .i.  Trenholni  has  been  appointed  vice  con- 
sul of  the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  tor  the  port 
of  Charleston.  Sonlli  Carolina,  and  has  been  recog- 
nised as  such  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slatt"s. 

The  governor  of  Tennessee  has  subscribed  slock 
to  the  amount  of  §'6.30,0»0  in  t!ie  Cincinnati  and 
Charleston  railroad  company,  in  pursuance  of  Ihe 
bank  and  internal  improveme'nt  act  of  the  late  gene- 
ral assembly  of  that  state. 

Marine  disasters.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce slates,  on  the  autiioritv  of  a  friend  who  has 
kept  an  account  of  disasters  at  sea,  that  from  the  Ist 
of  January,  1S37,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1S38,  news 
was  received  of  the  loss  of  113  ships.  161  brigs,  270 
schooners,  most  of  which,  though  not  all^  were 
American  vessels. 

The  Bank  of  West  Florida  has  been  reorganised, 
and  is  about  to  recommence  operalions  in  Apalachi- 
cola.  The  old  bills  have  been  called  in,  and  will  be 
paid  off  at  sight.  The  slock  is  said  lo  be  in  the 
hands  of  substantial  capitalists,  who  are  making  ar- 
rangements to  place  the  air.drs  of  Ihe  bank  on  the 
most  respectable  looting-.  At  a  ineeling  of  the  stock- 
holOers  held  in  Apalacflicola,  on  the  2d  inslant,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  directors  for  the 
present  year,  viz:  H.  Stevenson,  A.  G.  Semmes.  E. 
Wood,  John  Locke,  John  T.  Myrick,  P.  W.  Gau- 
tier,  jr.,  and  A.  K.  Allison. 

Michigan,  with  only  17.3,600  inhabitants,  already 
contains  fifti/-iwo  banks,  w  bile  in  Pennsylvania,  one 
ol  the  oldest  slates  in  ilic  union,  with  a  population  of 
1,5110,000,  tii.re  are  but /,y?i/ banks. 

Black  Haick  and  his  son  at  a  ball.  A  ball  w-as 
given  at  fort  Madison,  Wisconsin  territory,  on  the 
22d  February,  in  honor  of  the  day.  The  Patriot  of 
that  place  says,  that  "general  Black  Hawk,  and 
Nashe-as-kulk,  his  eldest  son,  with  their  wives,  were 
present  on  this  occasion.  The  former  had  on  liis  full 
court  dress.  The  bride  of  Black  Hawk's  first  born 
IS  said  to  be  a  very  modest  and  pretty  young  woman 
of  the  Sauk  tribe."  ^ 

The  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis 
have  balloted  one  hundred  and  forly-Jirc  times  for  a 
president,  without  eiiecting  a  choice.  ) 


Never  before  done.  The  Lockport  Balance  records 
the  feat  of  a  dog  which  a  couple  of  weeks  since  wen 
over  the  falls  of  Niagara,  and  came  out  of  the  boil- 
ing abyss  below-,  landing  on  terra  firma  alive,  and 
not  much  the  worse  for  Ids  terrific  adventure. 

Canada  trials.  Fourteen  individuals  have  been 
tried  for  high  treason  at  Hamilton,  Upper  Canada, 
ten  of  whom  were  acquitted.  Among  ihe  four  con- 
victed, w-as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Sutherland  has  been  sentenced  to  transportation  to 
Van  Dieman's  Land. 

List  of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Concord  at  Vera 
Cruz,  31  si  March. 

Commander — And  re  w  Fitc  1 1  bu  i  g. 

Lieutenants — Thomas  B.  Leib,  James  P,  McKins- 
try,  John  De  Camp,  Jas.  K.  Borvie. 

Surgcofi— Mifflin  Coulter. 

Master — George  M.  White. 

Purser — N.  Wilson. 

^lidshipmen—S.  D.  Trenchard,  Wm.  Shields,  C. 
Saunders,  Geo.  Cooper,  W.  Polk. 

Commander  John  Percival  has  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  Ihe  U.  S.  corvette  Cyane,  now  pre- 
paring for  sea  at  Boston.       [Jlrmy  and  Navy  Chron. 

Last  of  the  buffaloes.  The  INIissoiiri  Watchman 
states  that  a  dead  butfalo,  on  a  long  tour  from  the 
head  waters  of  Missouri,  was  discovered  floating  on 
the  river,  one  day  last  w-eek,  and  towed  into  the 
month  of  Wier's  creek.  Numbers  were  attracted  to 
the  spot  by  the  novelty  of  the  spectacle.  Like  the 
Indians,  whose  melancholy  fate  they  had  been  doom- 
ed to  share,  these  exiles  of  the  prairie  are  strangers 
in  the  land  which  was,  but  a  few  short  years  ago, 
their  undisturbed  home.  '   [St.  Louis  Bulletin. 

From  Fori  Towson.  Little  Rock,  (Arkansas,) 
.dpril  11.  We  learn,  by  a  letter  from  an  officer  of 
Ihe  United  States  army,  at  fort  Towson,  that  cap- 
tain De  Hart  reached  that  post  on  tlie  morning  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  re- 
cruits for  the  companies  of  the  3il  U.  S.  infantry,  sta- 
tioned at  that  post.  They  left  New  York  on  the  9th 
February,  and  came  around  by  New  Orleans,  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  lo  the  month  of  Red  river,  and 
up  the  latter  river,  through  the  great  raft,  (which 
has  just  been  opened  under  Ihe  superintendence  of 
captain  Shreeve,)  lo  their  place  of  destination;  hav- 
ing performed  the  distance,  no  doubt,  in  less  than  half 
the  time  that  it  ever  was  performed  before,  by  a  simi- 
lar body  of  men. 

The  same  letter  adds,  that  captain  Bonneville 
woulil  leave,  in  a  day  or  two,  with  his  company,  for 
Fort  Gibson.  [Arkansas  Gazelle. 

Imports  and  exports  of  specie.  AVe  staled  last  w-eek 
the  Slims  in  specie  recently  imported.  To-day  we 
give  the  exact  amount  of  imports  and  exports  for 
the  past  week. 

There  w-as  entered  at  the   custom  house  the  last 
week,  §3,062,500 

Exports  for  the  same  period  8,000 


$3,054,500 
.nivrd  yeslerriay  in  the  George  Wash- 
ington, about  '  1.000,000 


Total  for  the  past  eight  days  $4,054,500 

[N.  Y.  Eve.  Post. 

Touching  the  present  importation  of  specie  from 
England,  the  Express  of  Monday  says — 

We  have  no  very  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  w-ays 
and  means  by  w-hicli  the  ten  millions  of  specie  aie 
raised  fir  the  United  Slates,  though  it  is  now  cer- 
tain, that  Ihe  Bank  of  England  has  entered  heartily 
into  the  exportation  for  the  ]iurpose  ol  lighting  the 
exchange  on  New  York,  which  was  from  3  to  fa' per 
cent,  against  England,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
re-instating  trade  and  confidence  in  this  country, 
so  as  once  more  to  create  a  demand  lor  British 
manufactures,  and  thus  impart  something  of  ac- 
tivity to  the  manufacturing  towns.  Mr.  "Jaudon, 
we  see  it  stated,  is  active  in  remitting  gold  and  silver 
to  the  United  Slates  Bank, —  and  it  is  also  stated, 
that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  have  sent 
orders  lo  their  agent  here,  Mr.  Cow-ell,  to  purchase 
first  rale  bills,  and  to  remit  specie  lo  a  considerable 
amount  for  such  an  operation.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land will  make  a  good  profit  by  this  business,  but 
it  is  subjected  to  severe  attacks  in  many  of  the 
British  presses  for  entering  upon  such  a  trading 
character  in  the  precious  metals. 

Steam-ships  for  London  and  Bristol.  The  British 
steam-ship  Sirus  is  advertised  to  sail  from  New 
York  lor  London  on  the  1st  day  of  next  month;  and 
the  steam-ship  Great  Western 'for  Bristol  on  the  7th 
day  of  May.  Cabin  passage  in  each  $140,  in- 
cluding provisions  and  usual  tare  of  packet-ships. 

Sir  Andrew  Hay,  has  been  appointed  governor  of 
Bermuda,  with  a  salary  of  6000/.  per  annum.  Shiel, 
the  "patriot"  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Greenwich  hospital,  with  a  salary 
of  about  ISOO/,  a  sinecure  for  life.  j 
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PKlXTEn    AND    rUBLI 

HED,    EVERY    S  \Tl 

'R11A1 

.    UV 

WILLIAM     OGDEN    NILES,    EDITOR    AND    PHOPRIETOIt, 

AT    $j 

PER     ANNUM,     PAVAHLE    IV    APVANCE- 

Distressing  calamities.  W'j  liavo  pvihli*li«il 
oil  the  l.ist  paje  accoiinls  oi  two  most  ilistii-ssiiii 
c:\lainitie3,  iiivoh'iiig  tlie  lo^s  of  more  tliar,  o;ic  liiiii 
.IreJ  lives,  by  the  bursting  of  th-?  bi)il-i- ol'(he  steam 
boat  Mosdle,  near  Ciiiciiinali.  O^i  o,  an  llheilestriic 
tioii  of  a  l.ii'^e  portion  of  the  cily  of  Cliaileslon, 
South  Carolina,  by  fire,  causing  a  loss  of  property 
estimated  at  nearly  three  millions  nf  dull.irs,  ami  se- 
veral valuable  lives.  The  parliculars  are,  inileeil, 
inoit  heail-iendinj,  anil  appeal  warmly  to  our  sym 
pathies. 

We  karn  from  the  Cincinnati   Expres<!,  that  th( 
conimitlee  ;»,'>poinleil  to  inquire    inlo  the    facts   con 
earning  the  loss  of  th.-  Moselle,  slate  that  there   were 
Oil  boar.l  nearly-  two  Aii.i  Ircd  iini  I'l/ly-fice p  tacn^ers  . 
Of  lliis  number,  il  is  k  lovvn  Ihat  there  are 
5S  dead, 
6d  luissirii^, 
16  wounded, 
108  saved, 

233 

In  addition  to  the  233  here  enumerated,  there  were 
seventeen  passengers  not  registered,  who  are  known 
to  have  been  on  board,  imkinj;  up  the  total  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  probabilily  is  tlial  tliey 
are  among  the  dead. 

Virginia.  The  electio.i  for  members  of  the 
legislature  has  resulteil  in  the  clioice  of  a  majority 
ol  whiles.  We  cannot,  from  the  accounts  b.d'ore 
us,  state  the  result  correctly;  but  the  latest,  seem- 
ingly prepared  wilh  care,  give  the  whigs  53  mem- 
bers, the  friends  of  the  administration  27,  and  the 
conserv.atives  7.  The  same  counties  last  year 
ele..ted37  whigs  and  .56  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion.    We  will  give  the  details  in  our  ne.xt. 

From  the  congressional  district  recently  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  I'alton,  wo  have  contradictorv  re- 
ports. One  party  contends  that  Mr.  Slaugliter"(w.) 
lias  been  elected  by  a  majority  ol  14  votes;  (he 
other,  that  Mr.  Lynn  Buiks  (ail.)  has  succeeded 
by  a  majority  estimated  at  23  votes.  The  contest 
has  been  a  close  one,  and  the  result  cannot  bj  as- 
certained unlil  the  oincial  returns  are  received. 
They  shall  also  have  a  place  in  the  next  '-Regis- 
ter." 

The  -Vlbanv  chakte.i  c.ectio.v  wa;  hjld  on 
Tuesday  last,  an  I  resulted  in  an  aggreg.ite  whig 
majority  of  597  votes. 

The  average  whig  majority  in  l!it  wards  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

1st  wa.-d  217 

2d     "  41 

Sd     "  .  I'll! 

4th    "  S3 

51h   "  •     ■  GO 

5U7 

Treasury  DE;'AuT.Mt:.s'T,  .Viy  1,  H33. 

Tlie  treasury  notes  issurd  up  to  this  date,  under 
the  provisions  of  th-  act  of  congress  of  the  12th  of 
Oclober,  1337,  amount  to  $•■), 521,751  47 

It  appears  by  the  returns  made  up 
to  tlie  same  period,  th.it  there  has 
been  received  for  duties  ami  lands,  and 
in  pavment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  about  5,175,000  00 


This  leaves  outstanding  only  ,«:1.34U,751  47 

LEVI  WOOBSUKY, 

Secret'irj  of  the  trcamnj. 

Forged  treasury  notes.  A  person  by  the 
name  of  John  15  Hen  l:r3on  was  yesterday  arrest- 
ed by  Mr.  consi able  B -ok,  of  Ibis  city,  and  fully 
committed  for  trial  by  justice  Morsell  for  having 
issued  and  passed  forged  treasury  notes.  In  his 
possession  were  found  several  impressions  of  those 
notes,  some  of  them  filled  up  and  some  blank.  All 
the  impressions  are  from  the  original  plates,  and 
are  what  are  usually  known  as  proof  impressions, 
and,  of  course,  must  have  been  stolen  from  the  en- 
gravers, (Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright  and  Hatch,) 
in  New  York,  who  have  the  plates  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

There  is  reason  to  balieve  that  he  may  have 
passed  others  of  these  notes,  and,  as  all  found  in 
his  pi  ssession  were  of  India  paper,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
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t!iat  ntiiie  ol  the  forged  ones  were  of  the  pnper 
iiseil  for  the  ijenuine  notes.  If  such  he  the  case,  it 
is  very  easy  to  detect  the  counterfeits,  as  the  India 
paper,  on  which  they  are  impressed,  is  rather  thin- 
ner and  softer  than  that  of  the  genuine,  and  on 
being  wetted,  neariy  dissolves,  being  easily  torn, 
almost  with  breathing  strongly  on  it,  whilst  the  pa- 
per of  the  genuine  notes  is  of  the  strongest  male- 
rial.  The  signatures  also,  of  the  forged  notes,  al- 
though well  executed,  can  be  readily  detected. — 
The  sijuature  of  the  acting  treasurer.  Win.  B. 
Rmdolph,  appears  as  if  written  Win.  B.  Randolfh. 
That  of  the  register,  also,  T.  L.  Smith,  appears  to 
be  written  S.  T.  Smith. 

One  of  the  notes  passed  by  Ilemlerson  purported 
to  be  lor  St, 000,  tlie  sum  being  filled  up  by  the 
pen  on  the  impression  used  for  the  fractional  sums 
between  .$50  and  jflOO.  No  note  of  that  amount 
has  ever  b/en  issued,  the  issues  as  yet  being  only 
notes  of  $1,000,  $,-500,  .^'IflO,  §50,  and  the  frac. 
tional  issues  of  sums  between  .#■50  and  $100,  the 
amount  and  figures  being  filled  up  with  the  pen. 

We  hasten  to  give  this  information,  in  order  to 
protect  the  community  from  being  imposed  on,  in 
case  any  of  the  forged  notes  should  be  oll'ered. 
[  Globe  of  TnetJwj. 

The  N.  Intelligencer  says  that  "the  prisoner,  on 
Friday,  27th  ult.,presented  two  papers,  purporting  lo 
be  treasury  notes  of  the  U.  S.,  of  the  value  of  ,fi;4,000 
and  §50,  at  the  Farmers'  and  Planters'  bank  of 
Baltimore,  for  which  he  received  their  notes  and  a 
premium.  It  was  soon  afterwards  ascertained  Ihat 
these  notes  were  fori:erie3,  and  the  prisoner  wa 
traced  to  this  city.  He  afterivards,  before  he  lell 
Baltimore,  exchanged  the  Baltimore  notes  for 
Virginia  bank  notes." 

Fro.ii  Florida.  From  the  Globe  of  Wednesday 
night.  We  understand  reports  have  been  received 
at  the  war  department,  stating  that  Alligator,  one 
of  the  most  active  and  warlike  of  the  hostiles,  had 
surrendered  at  Fort  Basinger  on  the  4th  of  April. 
He  was  found  with  88  of  his  people,  amons;  whom 
was  .lolin  Cowaya  and  27  blacks,  to  the  southwest 
of  Okeechobee.  Alligator  was  to  return  lo  his 
party,  and,  by  means  of  runners,  collect  all  the 
scaltered  Indians,  and  concenlrale  them  at  Pease 
reek.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  Coachoo- 
chee,  wilh  a  small  party,  can  b?  pevailcd  on  by 
.\lligator  lo  come  in  also. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  also  learned  that 
45  Indians,  17  of  whom  are  warriors,  were  recently 
captured  by  a  detachment  of  regular  troops  and 
Tennessee  volunteers,  under  lieutenant  R.  .Ander- 
son, 3'1  arlillery,  and  are  now  at  Fort  Lunderdale. 
G,-neral  Jesup' at  the  last  advices,  (ISth  April,) 
was  at  Tampa  Bay. 

Mail  carrier  murdered. — A.  letter  from  the 
postmaster  at  Tampa,  (Florida.)  dated  Feb.  13, 
savs:  "The  mail  which  left  here  on  Tuesday,  the 
3d'  inst.  is  lost.  The  carrier  was  brutally  murdered 
about  sixteen  miles  this  side  of  Fort  King.  He 
was  shot  from  his  horse  by  Indians,  his  scalp  taken 
off,  his  eyes  dug  out,  his  ears  and  nose  cut  oil',  and 
other  horrid  atrocities  and  torments  indicted  upon 
him.  The  horse  and  mail  bags  have  not  since  been 
found." 

France.  In  relation  to  llie  publications  below, 
which  have  been  transferred  lo  the  journals  of  this 
country,  the  Intelligencer  of  Salurday  contains  the 
following  paragraph: 

"We  inserted  in  our  yesterday's  paper  a  letter 
from  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
.\merican,  stating  that  desiialchcs  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Freiich  government,  from  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  crisis  in  this 
country,  which  they  depict  in  the  darkest  colors; 
and  adding  that  the  French  minister  at  AVashiiig- 
ton,  and  the  consul  general  at  New  York,  concur- 
red in  giving  the  intelligence.  We  have  particular 
reasons  to  know,  since  (he  appearance  of  that  ar- 
ticle in  our  columns,  that  this  statement  i.s  entirely 
incorrect  as  far  as  regards  the  former,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed equally  so  as  regards  the  latter  of  these  func- 
tionaries." 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  French  minister 
near  the  United  States,  and  to  the  French  consul  at 


.\ew  Vorl;,  lo  coniuin  Ihe  truth  of  the  denial.  We 
iinilerstand  that  by  despatches  received  at  (he  de- 
partment of  state  trom  France,  it  appears  (hat  our 
minister  at  Paris  has  asccitaineil,  by  an  application 
to  count  Mole,  that  the  oUensive  matters  in  (he  let- 
ters were  forgeries,  inlirpolated  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  doing  injury  to  the  administrations  of  France 
and  Ihat  of  (he  United  Slates.  The  financial  infor- 
mation was  sent  by  the  consul  at  New  York  with- 
out any  allusion  whatever  to  (his  govcrnmeid. 

[  Globe. 

B.*NKS,  CURRENCY,  8i.c.  Bank  dividend.'.  The  fol- 
lowing dividends  have  been  declared  by  institutions 
of  New  York. 

The  bank  of  the  stale  of  New  York  six  percent, 
for  the  year  ending  (he  1st  inst,  payable  on  the  lOtli 
inst. 

The  Leather  Manufacturer's  hank  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  ei;;ht  per  cent,  for  the  year  ending  the 
1st  of  February  last,  p.ayable  on  the  7th  inst. 

The  Merchanls'  Exchange  bank,  eight  per 
cent.,  for  (he  year  ending  December  Slat,  payable  on 
the  lOth  inst. 

The  bank  of  New  York,  a  dividend  of  eight  per 
cent,  payable  o:i  the  lOlh  instant. 

The    AUanlic  bank  of  Brooklyn   has   declared  a 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent.,  p;iyableon  the  l.''itli  inst. 
f  Times. 

Exchange.  For  the  European  packet  which  left 
here  yesterd.vy,  the  demand  was  qiiile  limited  for 
bills  on  England,  and  tlic  amount  oll'ered  bcingcon- 
siderable,  tlie  rates  receded  about  1-2  percent.,  be- 
ing for  uood  current  bills  cliielly,  (i  1 .4  a  6  3-4  pre- 
mium; on  France,  bills  were  in  better  request,  and 
51.  33  a  5f.  37  1-2  were  the  rates  obtained;  but  lit- 
tle was  done  on  other  jilaces,  and  mostly  at  39  els. 
on  Holland.  34  7-8  on  Hamburgh  and  77  1  2  cents. 
No  sales  of  treasury  nolcs  were  made  yesterday, 
the  quotations  are  99  5-8  a  99  3-4  cents  jier  dollar. 
IPrice  Current. 
Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  excluinge,  May  2. 

100  shares  American  Lite  and  TrusI  Company,  Bal- 
timore, 09  1-2. 

Treasury  notes — Some  sales  were  made  this  morn- 
ing, hut  not  of  larTC  amount — fives  are  noted  at  99  3-4 
a  99  7-8,  and  ?i.\es  at  99  7-8  a  100. 

Money  and  exchiinijes  at  New  Orleans  bore  the  fol- 
lowiuf.' rates  on  lh(!26ib  .\pnl. 

Engic  dollars        -  -    7  a  8  per  cent,  premium. 

American  gold      -  -    7  a  8  1-2        "  " 

.Spanish doubloons  -  SI7  75  " 

Mexican  doubloons  -  SI6  75  "  " 

Sn-ereigns  -  -     S5  25  "  " 

Cily  bank  nores      ....    standard. 

United  Slates  Hank  -    4  1-2  a  4  per  cent.  prem. 

Mississippi — river  -  -  25  a  23  per  cent.  dis. 

Mississippi — island  -  28  a  30  per  cent.  dis. 

Mississippi — Brandon        -  30  a  32  percent,  dis. 

.\labania    -  -  -  15  a  16  per  cent  dis. 

Tennessee  -  -  -  15  per  cent.  dig. 

Kenti;eky   -  -  -     1  a  2  per  cent.  prem. 

Illinois        -  -  -     1  a  1  1-2  per  eiul.preni  , 

In. liana      -  -  -     1  a  2per  leiil.  jirem. 

Ohio  ...     1  a2  per  cent.  prem. 

Arkansas   -  -  •  20  a  25  per  cent.  dis. 

Texas  bank  notes  -  30  a  35  per  cent.  dis. 

Trea-surv  notes      -  -    7  a  8  per  cent.  prem. 

E.Kchangc — Demand  cf^ntlnues  limited  for  sterlinp. 
We  give  the  rate  at  10  a  10  1-2  for  good  hills.  I'rinci- 
pal  sales  at  the  former  quotation.  On  New  York,  60 
davs  sigh',  6  1-2  a  7  per  cent,  premium;  30  days,  7  1-2  a 
8  1-2;  siaht  tol0day.s9a  II. 

Freights — Deniand  for  vessels  of  every  class  contin- 
ues bnsk  nt  llie  followintr  rates: 

Cotton  to  Liverpool  1  l-4d. 

Cotton  to  Havre  2  1-4  a  2  I-2c. 

Cotton  10  northern  ports  1  1-4  a  1 1-2c. 

Flour  to  northern  purls  S  1  25e  a  81  50  per  bbl. 

Tobacco,  SI4  a  ?I5  per  hhd.  demanded  for  northern 
pons. 

The  Philadelphia  Inrpiirer  of  Monday  says,  it  13  be- 
lieved that  most  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  will,  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two,  pay  specie  for  all  demands 
upon  them  under  a  dollar.  It  is  understood  that  the 
city  councils  have  delennined  to  call  in  all  their  certifi- 
cates now  in  cireiilation  of  a  smaller  denoniinaiion 
than  one  dollar.  The  loan  companies  and  snvingB'  in- 
stitutions that  are  aiixiou.s  to  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  puhbc,  will  no  doubt  imitate  this  laudable  example; 
and  thus,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  we  shall  have 
silver  for  all  business  transactions,  where  the  sum  does 
not  exceed  a  d.jllar.  This  is  the  only  true  and  pracii- 
cablc  mode  of  commencing  a  permanent  resumption 
of  specie  paymoats. 
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Aggregate  Matcment 
the  slate  of  New  York, 
taken  from  tlieir  reports 
pursuant  to  lou:: — 


of  the  condition  of  the  briTtks  of 
an  the  first  day  of  April,  1838, 
miiih:  to  the  bank  commissioners, 


Resources. 
Discounis, 
Loans, 
Real  estate, 
Over  drafts. 
Expenses  &per'nal  est. 
Bank  fund. 
Specie, 
Bank  notes. 
Cash  items. 
Due  from  city  banks, 
"  fm  otli.  bks  &  coip. 
Oilier  investments. 

Total  resources, 

Liahilities. 
Capital  stock, 
Circulation, 
Loans, 

Due  eanal  fund. 
Due  state  treasurer. 
Due  U-  S   treasurer, 
Deposites, 
Dividends  unpaid, 
Due  city  banks. 
Due  other  banlis, 
Profits. 
Other  Liabilities, 

Total  liahilities. 


J8,li:,200 
2,3i2,186 

tvjs.ou 

1,698,90S 

34,798 
11,457,638 

57,373 
3,fi24,494 
6,27-2,591 
4,4M0,6a2 
l,9i7,73: 


N. river  &, 
L  Isl.  bks. 

10,889,439 
631,632 
450,852 
45,256 
68,644 
124,403 
714,599 
680,816 
394,297 
1,424,779 
313,999 
535,996 


16,274,712 


7,035,260 

2,334,529 

124,413 

514,147 

5,524 

079 

1,613,229 

15,141 

614,528 

2,186,050 

1,688,63: 

88,180 


50,715,666  16,274,712  20,423,885 


47 
Country 
banks. 

14,224,659 
431,051 
551,950 
83,015 
119,480 
183,394 
803,993 
403,587 
174,967 
2,892,143 
384,025 
151,621 


20,423,885 


Total  resources  of  the  n 
Discounts, 

Loans         -  .  . 

Real  estate, 
Over  drafts, 

E.ipenses  and  personal  estate 
Bank  fund, 

Specie,       ... 
Bank  notes, 
Cash  items. 
Due  from  city  banks. 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Other  investments. 


el>j-fioe  banks. 


Totai  resources,    $87,444,203 


Total    liabilities. 

Capital  slock,        .            .            .  . 

Circulation,             .            .            .  - 

L,jaiis, 

Due  canal  fund,     -            .            .  - 

Due  state  liieasurer,           .            .  - 

Due  U.  S.  treasurer,          .            -  . 

Deposites,               .            .            .  - 

Dividends  unpaid, 

Due  city  hanks,         -        - 

Due  other  banks,                .            -  . 

Prolils, 

Other  liabilities,     -           .           .  - 

Total  liabihties. 


iiig  avowal  of  a  determination  to  persist  in  subjcct- 
inu;  the  people  of  this  country  to  the  evils  of  an  ir- 
redeemable and  depreciated  currency,  and  by  the 
undisguised  threat,  that  the  vast  moneyed  power 
subject  to  his  control,  will  be  brought  in,  with  all 
the  strength  of  interest,  of  passion,  and  of  fear  that 
he  can  combine  with  it,  to  arrest  the  efforts  of  the 
sound  banking  institutions  to  stand  once  more  be- 
fore the  world  in  the  lull  discharge  of  theii  obliga- 
tions. The  advantages  which  a  successful  return 
to  specie  payments  on  the  part  of  the  banks  of  this 
state  would  confer  upon  our  great  commercial  em- 
poruim — and  its  reflection  of  imlelible  disgrace  up- 
on the  arrogant  institution,  which  in  contradiction 
of  all  its  past  assumptions,  and  regardless  of  every 
obligation  of  mor.ality  and  of  sound  banking, 
shrinks  from  the  fnltilraent  of  all  its  high  assuran- 
ces to  the  public — leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  that 
institution  will  pursue  its  purpose  with  the  reck- 
lessness of  faith  and  duty,  which  has,  on  too  many 
occasions,  marked  its  course  of  assault  upon  the 
best  interests  of  the  American  people. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  the  duty, 
not  less  than  the  pride  of  our  state,  to  inte.'pose 
"the  use  of  its  credit  and  the  sanction  of  its  name, 
to  shield  its  institutions  and  its  citiiensfrom  harm;" 
and  in  assuming  the  resiionsibilities  demanded  by 
the  occasion,  governor  Marry  will  be  cheered,  we 
do  not  doubt,  by  the  approval  of  the  people,  and 
the  unqualified  thanks  of  all  the  friends  of  a  sound 
currency.  Of  the  maimer  in  which  this  executive 
duty  has  been  discharged,  the  message  speaks  for 
itself  in  terms  that  place  the  measure  upon  an  im- 
pregnable basis. 

The  benign  effect  of  the  niea,=nre,  however,  if 
carried  out  by  the  legislature,  will  be  preventive. 
It  will  hold  out  the  assurance  of  an  all-sufficient 
aid,  if  the  emergency  shall  demand  it;  and  this  as- 
surance, teaching  the  fntility>  of  hostile  attacks 
from  abroad,  and  inspiring  confidence  at  home,  will, 
in  all  probability,  render  a  resort  to  it  unnecessary. 
So  that  by  its  direct  application,  if  need  be,  or 
through  its  influence,  it  will  serve,  in  the  language 
of  (he  message,  "to  sustain  our  state  institutions 
against  hostile  attacks  from  whatever  quarter  they 

ay  come,  and  to  enable  them  to  grant  such  assis- 
tance as  will  invigorate  all  branches  of  industry, 
call  forth  the  energies  of  (he  stale,  and  give  an  on- 
ward movement  to  its  business  concerns," 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  England, 

6th  March,  1S.38. 

Liabilities.  Jlssets. 

Circulation     18,600,000         Securities     22.792,000 

Deposite  11,535,000         Bullion         10,015,000 


Specie, 

Loans  and  discounts. 


Total  assets, 


4,028,769 
33,275,863 


or  nearly  S2  1-2  of  means  to  SI  of  debt. 

Debt  of  banks  in  each  stale  to  and  from  Ixinhs  of  this 


144  263 


The  Albany  Argus  says  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  above  report,  with  previous  reports,  shows 
the  following  results: 

.Tune  1.         March  1.  April  1. 

Loans  &  disc'nts,    64.,391,299    52,238,288    51  73J  799 
Specie,  2,802,313      4,092,793      4  847  890 

Circulation,  14,910,493     11.107,350     10957615 

Due  canal  fund,         3,052,538      2,833,221      2,894,225 
Due  stale  treasurer,  2,152,950  31,169  8  444 

Due- U.S.  treasurer,  4,143,389         171,996  77'o55 

"  Ind.  depositors,  14,516,813  14,375,291  14  441  554 
Profits,  6,329,726      8,057,769      8,253^636 

The  above  statement  shows  a  diminution  of  loans 
and  discounts  for  the  last  month  of  .'ffo53,4Sf);  an 
increase  of  specie  of  ,$755,097;  a  diminished  cir- 
culation of  $149,733;  an  increase  of  canal  fund 
deposites  of  $61,004;  of  individual  deposites 
$66,263;  a  diminution  of  the  state  (reasurer's  de- 
posKes  of  $22,725;  and  of  the  U.  S.  deposites 
$97,941. 

The  "Argus"  accompanied  the  publication  of 
governor  Marcy's  special  message,  recommending 
(he  loan  to  the  hanks,  with  the  following  remarks: 
"This  recomniendation  is  made  under  circumstan. 
ces  of  (he  highest  interest  and  importance.  The 
banks  of  this  state,  under  a  just  appreciation  of 
their  obligations  to  the  community,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  the  public  will  and  expectation,  have 
announced  (heir  de(ermination  (o  resume  the  pay- 
ment of  specie  on  the  10th  of  the  next  mon(h.  In 
the  discharge  of  this  great  duty,  it  is  apparent  (hat 
(hey  will  not  only  in  all  probability  stand  alone, 
but  that  they  will  encounter  the  active  hostility  oi 
a  powerCul  moneyed  institution,  and  such  as  it  can 
control.  All  doubt  on  (his  subject  is  removed  by 
the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  by  his  unblush- 


30,135,000  32,807,000 

They  who  estimate  the  gold  and  silver  in  (his 
country  at  $30,000,000,  or  $60,000,000  even, 
can  see  that  they  are  wild,  if  the  bullion  in  (he 
Bank  of  England  be  a  proper  basis  for  a  compara- 
(ive  estima(e. 

We  copy  from  the  Express  of  Satuniay,  the  fol- 
lowin:;  details  touching  the  condition  of  the  banks 
in  the  city  of  New  York: 

We  '-■ulii"!n  'lie  following  statement  by  v.-hich  it  np- 
r''i       ':■;!'    iri.ilifies  of  our  banks  are    Sl9,856,049 

I  ,  iM  hand  is      $4,023,769 

CM.i  I  -      i:.  -,^  34,579,154 

$44,425,203 

The  amount  of  deposite  due  individuals  is  $11,862.- 
273.  A  larae  portion  of  which  belongs  to  banks  out  of 
the  city.  Our  banks  aie  strong  in  securities,  and  i 
other  banks  paid  specie  would  be  doubly  fortified. 
There  is,  however,  a  greater  difference  in  the  condition 
of  a  man  who  is  obliged  to  pay  his  own  debts,  vthen 
otlieis  do  not  pay  him,  tlian  tliere  is  wlion  he  can  re- 
ceive from  those  indebted  more  than  he  is  required  to 
pay.  This  is  to  a  great  e.\tcnt  the  position  of  our 
banks. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  N.  Y.  CITY  BANKS. 

liabilities  of    the  Banks  of  the  City  of  New    Ymk, 
April  7, 1838. 

Due  to  banks  in  other  slates,  $2,571,633 

Due  to  banks  in  this  state,  2,541.39' 

Due  to  Europe,  492,013 

Individual  deposites,  11,862,273 

Circulation,                              •  2,388,7.33 


Total  liabilities, 


$19,856,049 


[ssets  and   means  of  payment,  besides  real  estate  and 
fixtures. 

Due  fiom  banks  in  other  states,  $3,449,890 

Due  from  banks  in  tliis  state,  5.55,943 

Due  from  Europe,  797,873 

Notes  of  other  city  banks  on  hand,  500,769 

Notes  of  banks  of  the  state  out  of  the  city,    659,215 
Notes  of  banks  out  of  the  city,  115,087 

Stocks  of  this  state  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  which  \\'ill  be  returned  in  specie 
before  lOih  May,  1,041,696 


Oiiit.g  by  our  I 

anks. 

Otcmg  to  our 

banks. 

Maine, 

4,035 

Pennsylvania, 

1,202,785 

Xew  Hampshire, 

4.137 

Maryland, 

278,638 

Vermont, 

9,611 

Uif.  of  Cohmib 

a,    44,786 

Massachusetts, 

201,442 

South  Carohna, 

126,731 

Rhode  Island, 

26,202 

Georgia 

237,116 

Coniu-cticui, 

198.090 

Alabama, 

37,482 

New  .h  rsev. 

215,639 

Mississippi, 

366,592 

Vir-iiuii, 

255,893 

Louisiana, 

47,478 

Novtii  Carolina, 

119,370 

Missouri, 

11.862 

Florida, 

38,752 

Tennessee, 

40.516 

Kentuckv, 

19,375 

Indiana, 

25,909 

Illinois, 

266,969 

M.-chigan, 

23,622 

Ohio, 

124,168 

Wisconsin, 

1,585 

Canada, 

71,.')92 

Tlie  committee  of  banks  in  the  Massachusetts  le 
gislature  have  reported  in  favor  oi  a  suspension  of  the 
law  which  subjects  the  banks  to  24  per  cent-  on  protest 
of  their  bills,  on  condition  that  tlie  Boston  banks  pay 
specie  for  bills  of  and  under  five  dollars,  and  country 
banks  for  bills  under  five  dollars. 

The  associ.-  ted  banks  of  Boston  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  April  I4th,  increased  their  specie  $4,000, 
decreaptd  their  circulation  $39,000,  and  their  loans 
S456,00O. 

From  the  .Slbany  Evening  Journal  of  the  13(/i. 

THE  RELIEF  BILL  DEFEATED. 

We  doubt  whether,  in  the  annals  of  executive  and 
legislative  profligacy,  a  jiarallel  can  be  found  foe 
the  infamy  and  corruption  which  marks  the  course 
of  the  state  administration  ujwn  the  question  of  re- 
lief to  the  banks  and  the  people,  in  anticipation  of 
(he  resumpdon  of  specie  payments. 

Some  time  sir.ce,  in  view  of  the  crisis  which  ap- 
proaches, the  bank  cummiltee  of  the  assembly  re- 
ported a  bill  authorising  tlie  banks  to  issue  notes 
and  to  subscribe  for  the  state  stocks.  In  these 
measures  there  was  aid  to  the  banks  and  relief  to 
(he  people. 

The  governor,  ever  ready  to  make  political  capi- 
tal out  of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  sent  a  special 
message  to  the  legislature  proposing  an  eight  mil- 
lion loan  to  the  banks,  for  (he  alleged  purpose  of 
sustaining  them  against  the  imaginary  hostility  of 
Mr.  Biddle. 

This  message  was  referred  in  the  assembly  to  a 
committee  whose  able  ami  eloquent  report,  already 
published,  places  the  whole  question  in  ils  true 
light  before  th*  people. 

In  the  meantime  the  assembly  passed  its  bill, 
which  authorized  the  banks  to  take  the  stale  stocks 
in  the  same  intinner  that  they  received  $2,700,000 
under  a  law  of  the  last  legislature.  The  same  bill 
permitted  the  country  banks  to  issue  once  and  a 
half  the  amount  of  their  capital,  a  measure  of  in- 
dispensable imfinrtance  to  the  people.  It  further 
authorized  an  issue  of  post  notes,  a  proper  measure 
of  protection  to  the  bjnks  and  the  people  in  the 
event  of  another  |)RCUiiiary  revulsion. 

This  bill,  liberal  of  relief  and  protection,  and 
wise  and  guarded  in  its  [uovisions  was  sent  to  the 
senate.  That  body,  "(rue  to  i(s  instincts,"  struck 
out  both  the  post  note  section,  and  the  section 
which  enlarged  the  issues  of  the  country  banks. 
The  sena(e  (hen,  ins(ead  of  allowing  the' banks  to 
subscribe  for  the  state  stocks,  provided  for  a  loan 
of  those  stocks  to  the  banks  by  the  state  officers, 
upon  the  following  abjecl,  degrading,  and  infamous 
terms,  contained  in  the  6th  section  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  senate: — 

"Before  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund 
shall  loan  any  portion  of  the  stock  authorized  to  be 
issued  by  this  act,  or  the  avails  thereof,  to  any  such 
bank  or  banks,  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  sa- 
tisfied by  proof  in  writing  to  be  furnished  them  that 
such  loan  is  necessary  to  sustain  such  bank  or  banks 
against  the  hostile  operations  of  a7iy  non-specie  paying 
bank  or  banks  of  tiny  other  stale  or  country — such 
proof  shall  be  placed  in  the  comptroller's  office. 

This  vile  and  corrupt  proposition,  from  a  party 
which  has  made  itself  hoarse  for  an  entire  year  in 
shouting  for  "separation"  and  a  '•divorce"  of  the 
government  from  the  banks,  must  fill  the  public 
mind  with  amazement!  What  is  this  proposition, 
stripped  of  its  verbage  and  exposed  in  its  naked 
deformity  to  the  world?  Why  it  is  (o  place  eight 
millions  of  dollars  in  (he  hands  of  Messrs.  Flag, 
Dix  Si  Co.  as  apol:tij:al  corruption  fund!  It  is  a 
foul  use  of  (he  money  of  the  people,  to  lure  (he 
banks  in(o  (he  service  of  (heregency.  It  is  a  pros- 
titution of  the  treasures  of  the  slate.  It  is  a  bribe 
offered  to  the  cupidity  and  avarice  of  banks — a 
bribe,  too,  upon  terms  so  infamous  and  degrading, 
that  no  bank,  not  utterly  insolvent  and  abandoned 
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ill  circuiiistaiicca  and  character,  would  ever  consent 
to  take. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  this  proposi- 
tioii — a  propositioji  so  t'piil  in  its  ilesign,  so  conupt- 
iwf;  in  its  t/ndeiioy,  so  dishonorable  to  the  banks, 
so  unworthy  ol'  the  character  and  dignity  oC  legis- 
lation, was  promptly  and  indignantly  rejected  by 
the  assembly. 

The  senate,  utterly  regardless  of  the  common 
welfare,  and  intent  oidy  upon  their  grovellinu;  party 
scliemes,  adhered  to  their  own  corrupt  bill. 

The  house  proposed  a  coinmillee  of  conference. 
That  coinmitlee  met.  The  result  of  their  confer- 
ence will  be  fouinl  in  another  column.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  committee  from  the  assembly  propos- 
ed to  yield  all  the  provisions  of  lliinr  bill  e.\cept  that 
one  which  authorized  the  banks  to  take  the  state 
stocks;  and  it  will  also  be  seen  that  the  senate's 
committee  refused  to  take  that  section  without 
coupling  with  it  their  own  Gth  section,  which  re- 
quir.'d  the  banks  to  furnish  wrilt  -n  evidence  of 
tlieir  insolvency,  and  put  on  the  regency  collar,  be- 
fore they  could  receive  any  portion  of  the  corrup- 
tion fund. 

The  assembly  adopted  the  report  of  its  commit- 
tee and  insisted  on  its  non-concurrence  with  the 
foul  and  corrupt  pro[)osition  of  the  senate.  The 
senate  adhered  to  its  profligate  bill,  and  is  left  in 
its  infamy. 

The  question  is  before  the  people,  to  whom  their 
represeiUative.s  are  responsible.  The  course  of 
each  house  will  be  scrutinized.  That  scrutiny  will 
ex  libit  on  the  part  of  the  assembly,  an  ardent  and 
faitiiful  devotion  to  the  general  welfare;  while  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  nothing  will  appear  but  a 
sordid,  base,  corrupt  adherence  to  the  views  and 
purposes  of  a  sinking,  desparate  party. 


REPORT 

IV    THE    C.\SK    OF    SEN.^TOR    BUGGLES. 

In  seihite,  Jlprii  12.  Mr.  mile  submitted  the 
following  report: 

The  select  committee  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  adopted  on  the  2Ist  of  February 
last,  by  the  senate,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report,  in  part  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  them : 

As  soon  after  their  appointment  as  they  con- 
veniently could,  to  uit,  on  the  23d  of  February,  the 
committee  met  and  organized  themselves.  Their 
first  object  was  to  ascertain  what  were  the  duties 
assigned  them  by  the  senate.  To  do  this  they  had 
recourse  to  the  residution  under  v^-hich  they  had 
been  appointed.  That  resolution  contains  nothing 
oil  its  face  which  is  specific,  but  refers  to  a  letter 
written  by  the  honorable  John  Ruggles,  one  of  the 
senators  from  .Maine,  and  addressed  to  another  mem- 
ber of  the  senate. 

By  recurring  to  that  letter,  if  was  found  that  a 
charge  of  cor.-uption  had  been  maile  against  Mr. 
Rugglfs,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  in 
New  York.  The  resolution  and  letter,  taken  in 
connection,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  tlie  truth  of  this  and  other  similar 
charges  against  the  said  senator  from  iMaine. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  committee  ascr-rtained  that  the 
substance  of  tiiis  charge  consisted  in  the  supposed 
corrupt  conduct  of  Mr.  Ruggles.  ivhile  a  senator  of 
the  United  States,  in  endeavoring  to  acquire  an 
interest  for  himself  for  corruptly  assisting  Henry 
C.  Jones,  a  citizen  of  Newark,  in  the  state  of  .\ew 
Jersey,  to  obtain  from  the  patent  office  of  th.:-  Unit- 
ed Slates  a  patent  for  a  lock,  and  aiding  him  to  pro- 
cure a  contract  wilh  the  post  olfice  department,  by 
which  his  patent  locks  and  mail  pouches  or  bags  to 
which  they  might  be  attached,  should  be  used  to 
secure  the  mail  of  the  United  States  in  its  franspor-  j 
tation  from  one  post  office  to  another. 

The  committee  having  thus  ascertained  the  spe- 
cific chirge  made,  directed  their  chairman  to  notify . 
Mr.  Ru.^gle3  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  any 
written  answer  he  might  choose  to  make  thereto. 
Tills  duty  the  chairman  performed,  and  a  copy  of 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Rujgles  is  herewith  |ircsentcd. 
Mr.  Ruggles  furnished  to  the  committee  his  an- 
swer, which  is  herewith  presented. 

The  committee  caused  a  subpreiia  to  be  issued 
for  the  said  Henry  C.  Jones  and  such  other  persons 
as  they  had  reason  to  believe  could  give  any  evi- 
dence tending  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  said 
charge;  and  also  caused  subticenas  to  be  issued  for 
all  such  witnesses  as  Mr.  Ruggles  alleged  could 
give  any  useful  evidence  in  his  behalf. 

The  several  witnesses  thus  summoned  appeared 
before  the  committee,  wnre  sworn,  carefully  exam- 
ined and  cross-examined,  their  testimony  reduced 
to  writing  and  severally  subscribed  by  them,  and 
the  testimony  thus  procured  is  herewith  presented, 
in  eighteen  depositions. 

These  depositions,  and  the  papers  referred  to  in 
and  attached  to  them,  appeared  to  the  comtnittee  to 


furnish  the  only  evidence  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  procure.  Mr.  Henry  C.  Jones,  with 
whom  this  charge  appears  to  have  oiiginated,  was 
permitted  by  the  committee  to  be  constantly  pre- 
sent at  the  examination  of  the  several  witnesses, 
and  to  suggest  all  such  questions  as  the  committee 
believed  liad  any  relation  to  the  matters  under  in- 
vestigation. 

After  all  the  witnesses  had  been  examined,  ex- 
cept general  Wall,  whom  Mr.  Ruggles  stated  would 
be  the  lust  lie  should  call,  -Mr.  Jones  informed  the 
committee  that  he  wisheil  to  be  discharged,  that  he 
might  return  home,  where  his  business  required  his 
jiresence.  He  was  informed  that  he  could  be  dis- 
charged, if  such  was  his  wish,  but  that  if  he  chose 
lo  remain,  ho  would  be  permitted  by  the  committee, 
alter  the  evidence  was  closed,  to  make  any  addi- 
tional statement  or  explanations  he  might  think 
[iroper.  He,  however,  preferred  being  discharged, 
and,  as  the  committee  suppose,  went  home. 

When  the  taking  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
was  closed,  Mr.  Ruggles  inlormed  the  committee 
he  was  then  witling  io  submit  himself  to  an  exami- 
nation, on  oath,  touching  any  of  the  matters  al- 
leged against  him,  if  the  committee  wislied  such 
an  examination.  No  member  of  the  committee  de- 
siring to  put  any  questions,  Mr.  Ruggles  was  not 
sworn.  He  was  informed  the  committee  would  re- 
ceive any  observations  or  defence  he  might  choose 
to  submit  to  them  in  writing.  He  submitted  the 
documents  herewith  presented,  being  a  synopsis  of 
the  evidence,  and  his  remarks  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case. 

The  committee  have  carefully  considered  all  the 
evidence  produced  in  relation  to  the  charge  which 
grew  out  of  the  transaction  between  Mr.  Ruggles 
and  Mr.  Jones,  relative  to  the  lock,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  have  unanimously 
come  to  the  conclusion  expressed  in  the  foflowing 
resolution,  which  they  recommend  to  the  senate  for 
adoption: 

Resutfcil,  That  tliere  is  no  satisfactory  evidence 
to  sustain  the  charge  made  by  Henry  C.  Jones 
against  the  hon.  John  Ruggles,  and  that  it  is  inex- 
pe'lient  for  the  senate  to  take  any  further  measures 
in  relation  thereto. 


From  the  Globe  of  SaUirday  nisht. 
THE  U.VITED  STATES  A.\D  IMEXICO. 
We  present  below  the  correspondence  between 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  a  proposed  reference 
to  an  ai  biter  of  the  complaints  of  the  United  Slates 
against  the  Mexican  government. 

Mr.  M.\bti,\ez  to  Mr.  Forstth. 
[tr.\nslatio.v.] 
Mexican  legislation,  IS'cw  Orleans,  Jpril  7,  IS^S.  | 
Sir:  By  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  your  department  on  the  23d  of  December,  1837, 
I  communicated  to  you  information  of  the  law 
passed  by  the  general  congress  of  Mexico,  on  the 
2()th  of  May  of  the  same  year,  fully  authorizing  the 
executive  to  propose  the  arbitration  mentioned  in 
the  first  article. 

His  excellency  the  president,  being  convinced 
that  this  is  the  most  elfectual  means  of  terminating 
at  once  the  evils  to  which  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  are  now  subjected,  aiid  of  re-establishing' 
upon  solid  bases,  the  relations  of  friendship  and 
good  neighborhood  between  the  two  countries,  has 
ordered  me  to  propose  it. 

Therefore,  in  virtue  of  such  order,  and  feeling 
certain  that  the  United  States  are  animated  by  the 
same  sentiments  wilh  Mexico,  I  have  the  honora- 
ble satisfaction  to  address  you,  and  to  assure  you 
that  my  government  will  with  pleasure,  and  with 
the  uttnost  irood  faith,  submit  to  the  decision  of  the 
power  which  may  be  chosen  by  common  accord. 
It  is  always  disposed  to  a  definitive  and  formal  set- 
tlement, fay  means  of  which  new  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  nations  may  be  avoided,  and  the 
dillerences  which  have  disturbed  their  harmony 
may  he  eradicated. 

>  If  the  government  of  the  United  States  should 
agree  to  adopt  this  arbitration,  and  should  think 
proper  to  give  assurances  that  it  will  continue  lo 
take  effecfivc  measures  for  the  jireservation  of  the 
roost  strict  neutrality  during  the  Texan  war,  a^ 
well  as  for  preventing,  by  all  possible  means,  the 
supply  of  such  aid  as  may  be  projected  in  these 
states;  in  such  case,  I  will  have  the  honor,  agreea- 
bly to  my  instructions,  to  name  to  you,  sir,  the 
power  to  the  judirment  of  which  Mexico  is  ready  to 
submit  the  decision  of  the  differences  now  unfortu- 
nafi-ly  subsisting. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  president  will 
admit  svilhout  hesitation,  the  philanthropic  means 
now  proposed  lor  restoring  the  relations  between 
two  nations  which  should  be  on  friendly  terms;  or 
that  he  will  refuse  to  give  the  guarantee  to  which 
my  government  is  justly  entitled,  of  rigorous  ncu 


trality  with  regard  to  Texas.  But,  as  I  have  ex- 
press orders  to  deinaml  a  prompt  and  categorical 
answer  upon  both  points,  you  will  permit  me,  sir, 
to  request,  earnestly,  that  you  will  immediately 
submit  this  note  to  the  president,  and  that  you  will 
entreat  him  to  be  so  kind  as  to  let  uic  know  the 
result  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  lo  have  the 
honor  lo  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  uiy 
most  distingiiishid  consideration. 

FRA.NflSCl)  I'lZARRO  MARTINEZ. 
To  the  hon.  Joi;n  Fohsvth, 

Sccrclary  of  stale  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  FoHsvTii  TO  Mr.  Martinez. 
Department  of  stale,   H'ashiiigton,  .'Ipril  21,  l^liS. 

Sir:  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  have 
laid  before  the  presiilent,  your  note  of  liie  7tli  in- 
stant, proposing  a  reference  to  a  IfiinI  power  of  the 
reclamations  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Mexican  republic.  I  am  directed  to 
acquaint  you,  in  reply,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
anxiety  of  this  government,  to  obtain  salisfaclion 
for  wrongs  inflicted  upon  ils  citizens,  it  appreciates 
too  highly  those  principles  of  philanthrophy  to 
which  ^011  allude,  to  be  desirous  of  proceeding  to 
extremities  when  they  can  be  honorably  avoided, 
and  without  doing  injustice  to  those  whose  interests 
it  is  bound  to  protect. 

Your  proposition,  which  you  stale  is  based  on  the 
first  article  of  flic  law  of  the  Mexican  congress  of 
the  20(h  of  May,  a  co]iy  of  which  was  communicat- 
ed with  your  note  to  this  department  iif  the  23d  of 
December  last,  which  is  in  these  words:  "Se  auto- 
riza  al  Gobierna  para  que  [iiieda  transigir  en  la  rc- 
elamaciones  que  liava  heche,  o  liiciere  el  de  los  Es- 
tados  Uiiido?  del  >rorte,  y  para  que  en  aquellas  en 
que  no  piii'dan  convenirse,  siigite  la  decision  al 
jiiicio  de  una  potencia  amcga,  conveniendo  en  esto 
\os  mismos  Eslados  Unidos,"  is  consequently  ac- 
cepted, and  I  will  be  ready  to  enter  with  you  into 
the  negotiation  of  a  convention  upon  the  basis  of 
that  article,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  parti- 
culars of  the  arbitration,  whenever  you  shall  present 
yourself  clothed  with  competent  powers. 

The  posture  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  makes  it  proper  that  this  should  be  done 
immediately,  as  the  president  will  not  feel  him- 
self authorized  to  recommend  any  suspension  of  the 
action  of  congress,  to  whom  this  whole  subject  has 
been  referred,  before  a  convention  of  arbitration 
has  been  concluded  between  the  two  governments. 

The  president  has  seen,  with  surprise,  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  new  inducements  to  change  the  car- 
dinal jinlicy  of  this  government,  assurances  appear 
to  be  expected  of  continued  neulralify  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  the  war  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 
He  directs  me  to  refer  your  government  for  the  se- 
curity it  desires  in  this  respect  to  tho?e  principles 
of  rigid  impartiality  between  foreign  powers  at  war 
which  the  United  States  have  always  avowed,  and 
which  the  executive  has  endeavored  lo  enforce  by 
all  the  power  which  the  laws  confer  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  you  renew- 
ed assurances  of  my  great  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Seiior  Don  Frwcisco  Piz.vrro  Martinez,  &.c. 


MINORITY  REPORT  OF  THE  CO.M.MITTEE 
OF  WAVS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  submitted  the  following  report,  as  the  views 
of  the  minority  of  that  committee  upon  the  subjects 
lo  which  it  relates. 

REPORT. 
The  minority  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
dissenting' from  the  report  of  that  committee  upon 
"  various  memorials  relating  to  the  currency  and 
a  national  bank,  and  the  report  of  the  secretar\'  of 
the  treasury  on  the    finances,    recommending  fur- 
ther provisions    for  the    collection,   safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money," 
submit  the  following  report : 
The  measure  proposed  by  the  committee,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  of  the  executive,  contem- 
plates a  radical  change  in  the   system   heretofore  in 
use  for   the  collection,  safe-keeping,   transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  money  raised  from  the  people, 
lis  alleged  necessity  is   founded   entirely  upon   the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  bv  the  banks  in  May 
last.     Its  end  and  object  are,  professedly,  to  separate 
the   government   from   the   banks ;  but,   really  and 
substantially,  to  separate  the   government  from  the 
people  ;  so  that  the  disorder  and  embarrassment  in 
the  currency,  which  are  so  disastrously  felt   in  all 
the  branches  of  industry   and  business,   may   be  re- 
moved  from   the  treasury- and  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, leaving  them  to  operate,  wilhoiil  check  or 
relief,  and  even  increasing  the  intensity  of  Ihcir  mis- 
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chievous  opprations  upon  the  comraunity ;  and  to  i 
provide  for  a  like  exemption  of  the  treasury  iii  all 
the  future  from  any  the  least  liability  to  the  iuliuence 
of  similar  contingencies,  howeverseverely  they  may 
press  upon  our  fellow-citizens. 

The  ground  upon  which  this  unequal  and  start- 
ling proposal  is  rested  by  the  president  in  his  mes- 
sage to  congress  at  the  opening  of  the  special  ses- 
sion, is,  that  the  government  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  currency  and  exchanges.  Interpreted  by  the 
measures,  he  then  recommended,  and  still  persists  in 
recommending,  this  exclusion  of  the  obligation  of 
duty  must  be  taken  with  an  important  limitation. — 
The  government,  we  are  obliged  to  understand,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  currency  ar.d  exchanges  for  the 
people.  It  is  only  to  provide  for  itself,  and,  of 
course,  to  provide  the  best.  The  people  are  to  pro- 
vide for  themselves,  and  to  get  what  I  hey  can,  with- 
out any  aid  from  the  governjnent.  They  are  to  have 
an  inferior  currency,  and  to  manage  their  exchanges 
as  they  now  do,  or  worse  ;  with  the  possible  chance, 
when  this  new  scheme  sliall  have  attained  maturity, 
of  being  able  to  buy  a  part  from  the  government. 

Before  entering  further  into  the  examination  of 
this  new,  and,  we  must  say,  extraordinary  and  por- 
tentous scheme,  a  consideration  forces  itself  irresis- 
tibly upon  our  attention,  deeply  connected  with  the 
most  vital  principles  of  our  government,  and  inse- 
parable from  a  just  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the 
union.  Is  it,  we  are  impelled  to  inquire,  consis- 
tent with  the  purposes  for  which  our  government  is 
established  -is  it  reconcileable  with  the  terms  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  to  suffer  a  great  link  to  be 
thus  broken,  which  connects  the  interests  of  (he  go- 
vernment with  those  of  the  people — to  destroy  the 
sympathy  which,  by  its  means,  is  establislied  be- 
tween them,  S3  that  a  shock  to  the  one  is  promptly 
and  sensibly  felt  by  the  other,  and  the  instinct  of 
selfishness  is  brought  in  aid  of  the  suggestions  of 
duty,  to  quicken  them  into  action  ?  Is  it  expedient 
to  establish  such  an  "  independent  treasury,"  or 
whatever  else  it  may  be  denominated,  as  will  make 
the  government  independent  of  the  people,  and  dis- 
inclined to  aid  them  in  those  matters  in  which  its  aiil 
is  essential  and  indispensable  f  If  we  look  into  the 
constitution,  we  there  find  a  duty  enjoined,  (for  a 
grant  of  power  is  an  injunction  of  duty,)  to  regulate 
commerce  ;  and  every  one  acquainted  with  Ihe  his- 
tory of  that  instrument  knows  that  the  want  of  such 
a  power  was  among  the  chief  inducements  for  as- 
sembling  the  convention  which  framed  it.  No  inan 
of  sound  mind  can  suppose  that  commerce  can  be 
carried  on  without  currency  and  exchanges,  nor 
that  commerce  "  between  the  states"  can  be  well 
regulated  by  a  government  which  takes  no  care  of 
curr.'iicy  or  exclianges  ;  and  deems  itself  absolved 
from  all  obligation  to  aid  in  establishing  and  main- 
taining them.  If  we  regard  the  practice  under  tli.it 
constitution ;  if  we  will  receive  instruction  from  the 
concurrent  conduct  and  opinions  of  all  the  states- 
men of  the  United  States,  from  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion to  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress ;  if  we  are  willing  to  be  taught  by  the  acts, 
the  thoughts  and  opinions  of  fifty  years,  and  abide 
by  the  construction  they  have  established,  we  sliall 
be  compelled  to  reject,  as  a  manifest  political  heresy, 
and  doctrine  which  teaclies  that  indilierenee  to  tliese 
great  intere.-ts  is  allowable  in  the  government  of  the 
United  Slates,  and,  still  more,  any  doctrine  which 
inculcates  disregard  to  thein  as  a  duty.  No  I  From 
the  establishment  of  the  conslitution  to  the  present 
day,  the  sympathy  between  the  people  and  the  go- 
vernment has  always  been  regarded  and  maintained; 
and  the  duty  it  inculcates,  and  at  the  siine  time  in- 
vigorates, of  supporting,  by  all  the  means  within  tlie 
limits  of  the  constitution,  the  medium  of  circulation, 
so  as  to  foster  commerce  and  industry,  has  been  ac- 
knowledged and  obeyed  as  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the 
very  first  and  plainest  requirement  of  an  American 
statesman.  When  the  currency  became  deranged 
during  the  war  with  England,  no  one  doubted  Inat 
it  was  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  union  to 
provide  a  remedy.  President  Madison,  whose  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  constitution,  and  whose 
implicit  obedience  to  its  dictates,  must  be  conceded 
by  every  one  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  character 
of  that  eminent  citizen,  of  the  power  he  exerted  in 
bringing  about  the  convention,  the  large  share  he 
had  in  its  proceedings,  and  the  distinguished  stations 
he  afterwards  held — president  Madison  felt  so  deeply 
the  reality  and  importance  of  this  duty,  that  he 
yi«lded  to  it  a  scruple  he  had  long  entertained  about 
the  power  of  congress,  and  gave  the  sanction  of  his 
hi^'h  authority  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
commended, by  the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
(Mr.  Dallas,)  as  Ihe  remedy  for  a  deranged  curren- 
cy ;  the  bill  for  its  establishment  was  reported  by  a 
committee  on  the  currency  ;  and  the  chief  argument 
in  its  behalf  was,  that  it  would  regulate  the  currency 
in  a  iiianner  beneficial  to  the  people.    That,  if  it 


accomplished  this  purpose,  it  would  also  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  government,  was,  in  those  days,  believed 
and  accepted  as  a  self-evident  consequence,  too 
grateful  to  be  contemned  for  its  simplicity,  or  to  be 
rejected,  because  it  did  not  require  a  dangerous  re- 
finement of  argument  to  solicit  its  adoption.  Com- 
mon sense  perceived,  at  once,  that  a  method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  which  the  great  interests  of  the  jieople 
were  first  consulted,  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
practically  conformable  to  the  injunctions  of  a  con- 
stitution which  b  ars  in  its  front  the  declaration  that 
it  is  established  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
"  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  and  promote 
the  general  w'elfaie ;"  words  which  plainly  import 
that  all  the  powers  therein  conferred  were  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  for  the  ease,  conve- 
nience, or  benefit  of  the  government.  In  a  more  re- 
cent, and,  perhaps,  it  may  be  termed  a  more  memo- 
rable instance,  the  same  object,  of  improving  the 
currency  and  the  exchanges,  was  made  the  ground 
of  action  by  the  government.  The  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank 
of  the    United    States,    were    to    give  us   a    better 

rrency.  The  connexion  with  state  banks  was  jus- 
tified by  the  assurance  that  it  would  be  efficacious  to 
this  intent.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  inquire  how 
far  this  purpose  has  been  achieved.  The  object 
now  is  simply  to  note  the  fact,  that,  throughout  the 
whole  period  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites  to 
the  close  of  the  year  1836,  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes were  uniformly  held  forth  as  legitimate  ob- 
jects of  the  care,  concern,  and  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  the  eventful  act  of  the  specie  circular,  the 
.iuty  and  power  of  the  government  guardianship 
over  the  affairs  of  individuals  were  carried  much 
further,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  to  a  most  unwarrantable  length,  as  it 
professed  to  be  intended  to  check  speculation.  Of 
the  same  nature,  and  founded  upon  the  same  conces- 
sion, were  the  elforts  of  the  exi-cutive  government  lo 
encourage,  and  even  to  force,  the  importation  of  spe- 
cie, be3'ond  the  natural  demands  of  trade.  How- 
ever mistaken  these  measures  may  have  been,  and 
whatever  untoward  effects  they  may  have  produced, 
they  still  carry  with  them  the  acknowledgment  of 
a  constitutional  duty  to  care  for  the  currency  and 
exchanges,  as  well  for  the  people  as  for  the  govern- 
ment— or,  rather,  as  it  ought  to  be  said,  lor  the  peo- 
ple first,  and  then  for  the  government. 

By  a  singular  concurrence,  it  thus  happens  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  twice  made 
the  witness  of  the  settled  construction  of  the 
constitution.  Its  establishment,  and  its  o\'erthrow 
have  both  been  accompanied  by  the  same  as- 
sertion of  duly  and  of  power,  in  the  particular 
now  under  consideration.  To  be  sure,  there  is 
a  striking  distinction  between  the  circumstances  of 
Ihe  two  periods  of  assertion.  In  Ihe  first,  tliere  was 
admitted  disorder  in  the  currency  and  exchanges, 
callino:  for  a  remedy.  A  remedy  wa-a  accordingly 
applied,  to  relieve  from  palpable  and  dangerous  dis- 
ease, according  to  its  indications.  In  the  last,  Ihe 
currency  and  exchanges  were  in  health.  Being  so, 
they  could  not  indicate  a  remedy.  Any  application, 
therefore,  could  only  be  an  experiment ;  and  that, 
not  in  corpore  viU,  but  upon  the  wliole  circulation, 
trade,  inihistrv,  and  interests  of  the  country.  Up  lo 
the  end  of  the  year  1S36,  it  was  alleged  that  the  ex- 
periment had  succeeded.  No  one  thinks  so  nosv. — 
The  proofs  to  the  contrary  are  unfortunately  too  nu- 
merous and  authentic.  They  are  everywhere  pre- 
sent; not  requiring  to  be  sought  after,  but  obtruding 
themselves  upon  us.  If  it  were  possible  to  get  back 
to  the  position  of  1833,  etfacing  all  that  has  since 
occurred,  and  restoring  all  that  has  been  lost,  it  is 
believed  that  one  great  acclamation  would  instantly 
break  forth.  "  As  you  were,"  would  be  its  simple 
but  emphatic  import. 

Upon  this  new  principle,  thus  for  the  first  time 
propounded,  the  new  system,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  be  called,  is  manifestly  founded.  Its  aim  and 
end  are  to  give  to  this  principle  an  active  existence 
and  a  living  power  in  ttie  atlairs  of  our  country.  If 
tlie  principle  itself  be  false  and  destructive,  then  *t 
must  follow  that  the  system  which  is  to  give  to  it 
organic  and  enduring  life,  a  capacity  lor  action,  and 
overbearing  power,  so  that  it  may  work  by  itself, 
and  for  itself,  is  also  objectionable  in  the  same  de- 
gree, and  ought  to  be  condemned.  Those,  for  ex- 
ample, who  are  of  opinion  that  a  separation  of  the 
government  from  the  people  in  the  concerns  of  busi- 
ness and  money,  so  that  the  government  may  have 
a  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  the  people  only  a 
depreciated  paper— that  is,  one  currency  for  the  gov- 
ernment, and  another  and  an  inferior  one  for  the 
people — is  repugnant  to  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  will  be  mischievous  in  its  operation  upon 
the  public  interests,  must  of  course  be  opposed  to 
every  system,  to  all  legislation,  and  lo  all  machinery 
provided  by  legislation,  which  has  in  view  to  create 
and  maintain  such  a  separation.  Thus  simplified,  the 


question  is  easily  understood,  in  the  aspect  in  which 
it  is  now  presented.  Is  this  portentous  novelty 
worthy  to  be  imbodicd  in  the  forms  and  clothed  with 
the  powers  of  law,  or  is  it  not?  That  is  the  first 
question.  A  great  question  il  certainly  is ;  one 
which  ought  to  be  long  and  deeply  pondered  by  the 
people  before  they  consent  to  surrender  to  the  go- 
vernment the  contiol  of  their  interests  and  w  eUare, 
to  such  an  extent  as  the  concession  demanded  would 
imply. 

This,  then,  constitutes  the  first  objection  to  the 
new  scheme  proposed.  It  is  to  introduce  a  false  and 
dangerous,  and,  as  the  minority  of  the  committee 
think,  very  odious  principle.  They  do  not  mean,  at 
present,  to  discii.ss  the  nature  of  that  principle.  Still 
less  do  they  intend  to  examine  the  character  of  the 
machinery  to  be  employed,  or  how  it  w  ill  work  upon 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people.  These  may 
be  considered  hen  after.  Their  obji  ct,  now',  is  to 
say  that  all  tiie  machinery  is  avowedly  designed  lo 
work  to  one  end  ;  and  that  end  is,  to  give  life  and 
energy  to  a  principle  which  they  deem  to  be  false 
and  destructive.  Whether  it  be  called  a  sub-treasury, 
as  it  heretofore  has  been,  or  be  designated  by  the 
more  significant  appellative  of  an  independent 
treasury,  as  it  now  is;  whether  its  authors  set  it 
forth  with  a  title  importing  only  a  new  train  of  de- 
pendi-nts  upon  the  existing  treasury,  or  more  boldly 
and  truly  proclaim  it  as  an  original  and  indf-pendent 
creation  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  independence 
is  its  most  striking  and  cherished  attribute  in  the  es- 
timation of  those  with  whom  it  has  originated  :  inde- 
pendence of  the  iieople,  and,  if  we  mistake  not  its 
nature,  independence  by  elevation  above  then:.— 
This,  it  is  confidently  believed,  is  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection, and,  as  such,  the  minority  submit  it. 

Another,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
most  decisive  objection  to  the  measure,  at  the  pie- 
senl  time,  is,  that  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
who  are  deeplv  interestetl  in  its  fate,  ha\"e  not  had 
an  opportunity  allowed  them  to  act  upon  it.  If  tlie 
argument  of  the  president  in  his  message  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  session  cf  congress  be  correct,  they 
have  not  even  been  allowed  an  opportunity  ellcc- 
tually  to  deliberate  or  to  express  an  opinion.  In  his 
judgment,  as  there  expressed,  il  would  seem  that 
the  will  of  the  people  cannot  be  so  pronounced  as  to 
he  entitled  to  respectful  attention,  unless  it  be  by 
"  an  election  held  for  the  federal  government."  He 
proceeds  to  say  that  but  one  such  election  has  been 
Iield  ;  and,  to  weaken  or  to  destroy  the  force  of  the 
conclusion  universally  believed  to  be  deducible  from 
its  i.=sue,  he  adi!»,  that  "the  early  day  at  which  it 
[the  election]  took  jilace,  deprived  the  measure  un- 
der consideration  of  much  of  the  support  it  might 
otherwise  ha\'e  derived  from  the  result."  Local 
eleciions,  he  intimates,  may  have  been  influenced 
mainly  by  local  interest,  to  use  his  own  language, 
'■  far  deeper  and  more  immediate  than  Ihe  fiscal 
plans  of  the  national  treasury."  In  particular,  he 
sngg  sts  that  their  interests  in  banks  "  may  have  ex- 
ercised a  far  greater  influence  over  the  result,"  than 
a  question  in  the  administialion  of  the  general  go- 
vernment; "  more  remote  and  far  less  iiiiportant  in 
its  bearing  upon  that  interest." 

In  this  summary  if  will  be  seen,  is  comprehended 
every  authentic  mode  of  expressing  the  oiunions  or 
will  of  the  people,  by  organic,  constitutional  means; 
and  each  and  every  of  them  is  evidently,  not  to  say 
studiously,  disparaged,  in  a  manner  calculated,  if 
not  intended,  to  destroy  its  claim  to  attention  t'V 
respect.  The  minority  of  the  committee  by  no 
means  concur  in  the  view  thus  taken  by  the  juesi- 
deiit  of  the  demonstrations  of  the  public  opinion  and 
the  iiublic  Hill.  To  the  common  apprehension,  they 
have  been  plain  and  significant,  beyond  doubt  or 
question,  and  e\'ery  wheie  leceived  as  such.  The 
same  understanding  still  continues,  and  there  is  a 
daily  accumulation  of  evidence  to  prove  that  it  is 
correct. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  might  have  donblcd 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  this  inquiry,  and  still 
more  of  pioceediiig  fuitlier  in  it,  but  for  the  exam- 
ple ofi(?red  by  the  president  in  his  message.  Forti- 
fied by  that  authority,  and  instructed  by  liiin,  from 
Ihe  careful  attention  he  has  bestowed  upon  this 
lioint,  and  tli?  space  he  has  allowed  to  it  in  such  a 
paper,  that,  in  his  opinion,  these  demonstrations  are 
of  g.-eat  value,  if  their  lorce  be  not  counteracted  by 
the  objeclions  he  has  made  to  them,  we  deem  it 
right  to  dwell  a  moment  longer  on  the  subject.  We 
hold  it  to  be  certain  that,  in  forming  their  opii.ions 
and  expiessing  tin  ir  will,  the  people  had  a  due  re- 
gard to  their  interests.  We  hold  it  lo  be  equally 
certain  that  this  was  a  lawful  and  constitutional  re- 
gard, which  caimot  justly  expose  tliem  or  their  de- 
cisions to  reproach  or  disparagement,  nor  lessen 
their  claim  to  respect.  We  are  satisfied,  also,  and 
we  have  never  heard  it  doubted,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  elections  alluded  to,  they  felt  and  believed  ihat 
their  interests  had  already  been  injuriously  allected 
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by  the  acts  ol"  tlie  general  government ;  and  tliat  this 
specific  project  of  a  sub-lreasiiry,  then  recently  for 
the  first  time  propouiKled,  if  cjrrieil  into  an  act, 
would  work  their  ruin.  Their  attention  was,  there- 
fore, closely  drawn  to  this  deeply  interestin:^  plan, 
with  unusual  anxiety.  The  elections  turned  upon  it. 
Eiery  other  question  was  absorbed  by  it.  Whole 
st.ites,  including  the  greatest  state  in  the  Union, 
Were  ulinost  simultaneously  revolutionized,  (no  oth- 
er term  will  express  the  meaning,)  with  a  rapidity, 
ail  1  to  an  extent,  and  witli  a  li.ii'inony  of  purpose, 
which  di«olosed,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  agency  of  a 
great  and  general  cause,  far  surpassing  in  power, 
and  actually  overcouiing,  all  local  causes,  and  even 
breaking  doA'u  the  habitu.d  comhinalions  of  party. 
A  co.uuiou  feeling  of  danger  from  this  very  measure; 
a  di-'termi'ud  opposition  to  it,  as  threatening  des 
tructiou  to  iheir  interests  and  rights,  and  tending  un- 
diily  to  aggrandize  the  executive,  by  the  union  in 
his  hands  of  the  purse  ami  the  sword  ;  a  clear  and 
deep  objection  to  the  theory  of  a  currency  of  gold 
and  silver  lor  the  government,  and  of  depreciated 
paper  for  the  people;  a  sure  foreboding  that  a  go- 
vcrnuient  bmlt,  administered  by  the  government  otK- 
C-us,  would  ultimately  grow  out  of  this  scheme, 
lio.vever  it  might  now  be  hid  under  the  humble  dra- 
l)ery  of  a  few  sub-treasurie.s,  with  safes  and  vaults  ; 
a  conviction  tiiat  the  system  of  credits,  under  which 
thoy  had  prospered,  was  aiuied  at — these,  with  a 
sense  of  insecurity,  and  other  like  feelings  and  con- 
victions, raised  that  spirit  wliicli  pervaded  whole 
states,  and  sent  their  free  citizens,  in  irresistible 
masses,  to  t!ie  first  b.illot-boxes  that  were  open  to 
them,  there  to  make  known  their  will.  If  they 
could  thin  have  elected  representalives  in  congress, 
no  one  can  doubt  how  this  house  would  now  have 
b-en  conslituted  on  the  question  of  a  sub-treasury. 

In  point  of  fact  it  is  certainly  true,  as  staled  by 
the  president,  that  "  for  one  state  only  has  an  elec- 
tion been  held  for  the  federal  government."  The 
demjnstratiou  in  that  state  was  coincident  and  con- 
ciirrent  with  that  of  the  states  belore  referred  to. 
Sipposini,  as  s-ems  to  be  admitted,  that  such  an 
election  is  a  correct  exposition  of  the  views  of  Hie 
state  as  to  federal  acts,  and  is  tlie  nnquestionahle  re- 
sult of  a  general  cause,  then  it  must  be  obvious  that 
such  coincidence  and  concurrence  become  a  new 
anil  powerful  proof  of  the  interpivtalion  of  the  elec- 
tions in  the  oilier  slates.  How  far  the  force  of  that 
election  is  weakened,  if  at  all,  by  the  suggestion, 
that  "  the  early  day  at  wliich  it  look  place  deprived 
the  ine,i3ure  under  consiileration  of  much  of  the 
support  it  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  re- 
sult"— meaning,  it  is  supposed,  that  if  the  people 
had  thought  longer  they  would  have  voted  dilier- 
eiitly — it  is  not.  perhaps,  easy  to  say.  On  one  side 
tliere  is  a  fact,  and  on  llij  oilier  an  hypothesis.  If 
the  latter  can  outweigli  the  foroier,  then  there  can, 
in  no  case,  be  a  certain  conclusion;  for,  in  every 
case,  ingenuity  may  devise  an  hypothesis  to  raise  a 
doubt.  Tiie  election  in  question  was  more  than  two 
months  after  the  sub-treasury  message  to  congress 
at  its  special  session.  Whether  the  judgment  of  the 
jieople  of  that  state  is  so  matured  as  to  be  worthy  of 
reliince  at  the  end  of  such  a  period,  or  how  much 
longer  they  require  to  attain  a  maturity  to  be  relied 
upon,  are  questions  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  is 
not  desirable  to  discuss,  and  which,  therefore,  are 
[nss.'dover.  Their  u)iW  requires  no  time  to  ripen  ; 
it  is  miture, 'and  exacts  obedience  whenever  it  is 
lawfully  expressed. 

But  were  it  admitted  that  all  that  is  said  in  the 
message  is  correct,  still  the  lact  remains,  and  would 
be  even  strengthened  by  the  admission,  that  the  p.>o- 
pie  of  the  United  States  have  not  been  allowed  an 
opportunity  to  act  upon  this  question.  By  action,  is 
meant  election  to  congress  ;  an  election  which  will 
give  them  an  opportunity,  constitutionally  and  effec- 
tnally,  to  express  their  will,  and  to  have  that  will 
ob.^yed  As  yet,  they  have  had  no  such  opportu- 
nity ;  and  if  this  act  be  passed,  they  may  not  have 
one.  Let  us  see  if  this  allegation  be  not  Ir  le  to  the 
letter. 

The  measure  in  question  was  first  propounded  in 
the  message  alrearly  ref'rred  lo,  in  the  month  of 
September  last.  Before  tuat  time,  it  may  be  admit- 
ted that,  among  the  projects  which  were  alloat  in  an 
atmospliere  disturbed  and  darkened  by  severe  dis- 
t  ess,  something  of  the  sort  was  dimly  discerned. — 
But  it  was  not  heeded;  it  passed  as  the  scheme  ot' 
some  visionary,  not  entitled  to  notice.  In  so  regard- 
ing it,  there  may  have  been  error ;  possibly,  its  value 
ought  to  have  been  more  highly  appreciated,  ami 
the  dignity  of  its  source  better  understood.  Still  the 
fact  undoubtedly  is,  that,  until  its  annunciation  by 
the  president,  the  public  mind  was  never  seriously 
turned  to  it ;  and  from  that  time  lo  this,  the  people, 
except  in  a  single  slate,  liave  had  no  elections  "  foi 
the  federal  governinent."  If  it  he  true,  as  seems  to 
be  indistinctly  intimated,  that  it  is  only  through  such 
eleclions  the  opiaions  of  the  people  can  be  so  con- 


veyed as  to  be  entitleil  to  respect,  (which  is  by  no 
means  admitted.)  then  it  will  Ibllow  that  they  have 
not  since  had  the  power  even  to  express  their  opin- 
ions. 

If  this  were  a  matter  in  wliich  the  people  had  no 
very  obvious  and  direct  interest,  so  that  its  decision 
one  way  or  the  other  would  not  be  perceptibly  felt 
by  them,  such  a  course  of  proceeding  would  be  like 
that  which  is  followed  in  the  ordinary  measures  of 
goveriimenl.  But  such  arc  not  the  characteristics 
of  this  measure.  The  alarm  it  has  caused,  the  anx- 
iety it  has  proiluced,  the  loud  and  determined  op- 
position it  has  encountered — among  classes,  too, 
who  do  not  generally  take  part  in  political  conlesis  ; 
the  earthquake  force  with  which  it  has  shivered 
parly  alliances,  setting  free  individual  opinion  and 
ieeling.  and  making  them  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration  ;  all  these  are  proof-,  that  the  people 
feel,  believe,  and  know,  that  Iheir  interests  arc 
deeply  involved.  And  surely  they  are  not  wrong. 
Surely  it  must  be  conceded  that  such  a  change  in 
the  currency  and  circulation  (to  say  nothing  of  its 
other  evils)  must  come  home  to  every  individual,  as 
it  the  air  they  breathed  were  withhold  or  were 
loaded  with  pestilence,  or  the  waters  were  dried  lip 
or  poisoned.  Starvation  is  the  poor  man's  lot,  if  he 
cannot  be  employed  and  paid.  Kmployed  and  paid 
he  cannot  be,  if  trade  and  industry  he  palsied  or 
paralyzed  :  and  so  they  will  be  (as  unhappily,  we 
too  well  know  from  experience)  if  the  ciroulalinn 
be  withdrawn,  or  forced  into  uniialiinil  distribution, 
or  driven  into  cavities  where  it  coiitiihiites  nothing 
to  general  health  and  vigor.  A  rapid  inciease  is 
eveiiluilly  dangeroiia.  A  rapid  diininntion  works  at 
once  violently  and  destructively.  Property  and  pro- 
duce f.dl,  money  rises,  debtors  are  ruined,  enter- 
prise is  checked,  business  and  industry  are  prostra- 
ted, and  labor  is  without  employment.  Capitalists, 
and  those  who  have  fixed  salaries,  are  the  only  gain- 
ers— the  latter  especially.  If  money  be  doubleil  in 
value,  their  income  is  ilouhled.  But,  to  etfert  this, 
taxes  also  are  doubled  ;  the  same  amount  expressing 
twice  the  value.  The  creditor  receives  two-fold  ; 
but  the  debtor  pays  two-fold.  An  estate  that  was 
mortgaged  for  half  its  worth,  will  not  pay  the  mort- 
gage. Stocks,  accumulated  from  the  produce  of 
labor,  will  not  pay  the  cost  of  production.  Where, 
then,  the  circulation  is  conlcssedly  redundant,  no 
one  can  deny  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  care  and  con- 
cern of  a  wise  government,  and,  above  all,  of  a  re- 
pubiican  government,  to  aid  in  guarding  against  the 
\ioIence  of  reduction,  and  the  extensive  der.mge- 
meiit,  ruin,  and  misery,  it  woulil  occasion.  This 
can  be  done  by  a  cordial  co-operation  between  the 
government  and  the  business  of  the  country  ;  and  it 
cannot  otherwise  be  done.  The  government  has  an 
interest  in  the  circulation,  by  reason  of  the  large 
revenue  it  now  collects  and  disburses.  The  people 
have  an  interest  in  it,  by  reason  of  its  connexion 
with  their  business.  These  interests  are  common, 
and  they  ought  to  be  one.  They  are  still  more  inti- 
mately and  Kindly  connected.  The  government  has 
an  interest  in  the  circulation  of  the  people  ;  because 
it  is  essential  to  the  general  welfare,  which  is  an  in- 
terest of  patriotism  ;  and  because  it  is  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  pay  their  dues,  which  is  a  treasury 
interest.  The  government  has  a  power  over  the 
circulation,  by  the  large  amount  which  comes  under 
its  control.  What  it  rejects,  must  be  depreciated. 
What  it  receives,  is  thereby  increased  in  value.  Its 
own  inconvertible  paper,  even  its  dishonored  paper, 
(protested  treasury  drafis,)  is  maintained  by  this 
single  circumstance.  The  people,  individually  or 
in  the  aggregate,  have  no  such  power.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  co-operation,  sincere  and  cordial  co- 
operation, on  the  part  of  the  government,  for  the 
sake  of  the  people  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  go- 
vernment. There  must  be  a  common  circulation,  in 
siilficient  abundance  for  both,  or  things  will  not  go 
well  with  either.  As  long  as  the  door  of  the  treasury 
is  the  limit  between  two  distinct  currencies,  there 
will  inevitably  be  disorder  and  embarrassment. 

In  this  community  of  interest,  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  people,  though  they  have  the  least  power, 
have  by  far  the  largest  slake.  Their  business,  and 
the  circulation  it  requires,  in  the  aggregate,  are  in- 
finitely beyond  those  of  the  treasury.  But  this  is 
not  all.  The  gover'iment  ilself  is  theirs,  and  the 
treasury  is  theirs.  Both  are  established  for  their 
benefi'.and  support  by  their  contributions,  from  the 
proiliicis  of  their  property  and  their  industry.  Such 
being  the  incontrovertible  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution, it  would  he  very  strange,  indeed,  if  the 
interesl.s  and  welfare  of  the  people,  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  of  Iheir  lawful  pursuits,  could,  by 
any  perversion  w  latever,  be  deemed  subordinate  or 
secondary.  How  iiiucli  more  inadmissible  is  it  to 
suggest  that  they  are  to  be  quite  disr.'garded,  and 
that  the  government  and  the  treasury  are  only  to 
take  care  of  themselves!  Such  a  proposal  would  at 
any  time  be  uncou  titutional  and  u^.5oclal.     What, 


then,  is  to  be  thought  of  it,  when  it  is  still  further 
aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  the  proposition  thus  to 
dissolve  tlio  fellowship  of  longstanding  belHeen  the 
people  and  the  government,  in  the  concern  of  circu- 
lation and  currency,  is  made  when  calamity  and  dis- 
tress are  every  where  among  the  people,  inviting 
sympathy  and  calling  for  exertion,  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  to  administer  relief.'  What  is  this, 
but  to  say  that  it  was  only  a  sunshine  connexion  ? 
When  the  storm  comes,  there  is  a  shelter  for  the 
government,  but  the  people  must  abide  its  peltings. 
Such  a  proposition,  at  such  a  time,  is  susceptible  of 
but  one  further  ag^'ravation  ;  and  that  is  not  want- 
ing. It  is  brought  forward  and  urged  to  a  decision, 
belore  the  people  can  act  upon  it  by  their  elections. 
.\s  they  have  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  question,  a 
due  respect  for  their  rights  demands  that  a  decision 
should  not  be  precipitatc'd  till  their  opinions  can  be 
authoritatively  exnressed,  soas  lo  enforce  obedience. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  in  reidy  lo  this  course  of 
rcmarUs,  that  if  the  people  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
measure,  they  can  liereafter  lid  themsi  Ives  of  it. 
In  an  ordinary  case,  such  a  rejdy  would  not,  per- 
haps, be  without  some  weight.  But  the  minority  of 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  measure  in 
ipiesiion  is  of  no  ordinary  description.  They  have 
alrcaily  releried  to  its  probable  (as  they  lliiiiK,  cer- 
tain) eli'ecls  upon  the  interests  and  concerns  of  the 
people,  as  giving  to  it  an  extraordinary  character. 
Thcv  might  insist,  also  upon  the  change  it  is  des- 
tineil  to  effect  in  the  relation  between  the  people  and 
Iheir  government,  by  aggrandizing  the  latter,  ami 
clothing  it  h  itii  new  power  and  patronage,  at  the 
expense  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  former,  as  en- 
titling it  to  the  same  distinction.  Whatever,  indeed, 
they  have  hitherto  submitted,  or  may  hereafter  sub- 
mit, will  be  found  to  concur  to  llie  same  end  ;  that 
is,  to  establish  that  what  is  now  termed  "an  inde- 
pendent treasury"  ought  not  to  be  set  up  in  the  land, 
until  the  people's  assent  is  first  fairly  obtained. — 
Desirous  as  they  are  to  avoid  recurring  to  topics 
which  may  seem  in  any  ilegree,  to  revive  the  irrita- 
tion of  past  conflicts,  they  are,  nevertheless,  obliged, 
in  justice  to  the  subject,  to  say,  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  executive  government  lor  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  touching  the  currency  and  circulation,  have 
been  m  advance  of  the  people,  or  contrary  to  their 
opinions  and  wishes.  More  distinctly — ihry  hope 
iiiolfensively — they  would  be  iindersiood  to  mean 
that,  if  the  people  had  been  nrevionsly  consulted, 
they  would  have  been  (and  where  they  were  con- 
sulted, they  actually  were)  opposed  to  those  mea- 
sures. Both  bouses  of  congress  passed  a  law  to  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  presi- 
dent vetoed  it.  Here,  the  executive  annulled  the 
act  of  the  people's  representalives.  The  deposites 
were  removed.  This  was  the  act  of  the  executive 
alone.  A  connexion  was  formed  with  stale  banks, 
and  the  public  treasure  confided  to  them,  under  the 
sole  authority  of  the  executive.  A  new  function 
was  next  assumed  hy  Ihe  treasury,  of  directing  the 
management  of  the  oanks;  telling  fhein  when  they 
were  to  grant  facilities,  and  when  they  were  to 
strengthen  themselves  with  gold  and  silver;  both  of 
which  have  proved  disastrous  to  the  banks  and  to 
the  country.  Then  came  the  specie  circular,  pro- 
fessing to  nave  for  its  object  to  check  speculation  in 
public  lands,  since  conlessed  to  have  been  inade- 
quate to  its  purpose;  but,  unhappily,  too  sufficient  in 
producing  public  mischiefs,  which  were  not  intend- 
ed. A  bill  pxssed  both  houses  which  repealed  the 
circular.  That  bill  was  not  returned  b^  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  circular  still  remains  in  force.  Along 
with  these  measures  came  an  increase  of  state 
banks,  an  inciease  of  loans,  an  increase  of  circula- 
tion, and  a  general  ex[iansion  of  their  business.  And 
after  them,  came  the  general  disorder  in  our  com- 
merce and  currency;  and,  finally,  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  hanks  in  May,  l.f.37  which 
still  continues  Whether  these  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment did  or  did  not  produce,  or  aid  in  rroiliicing,  the 
catastrophe,  (and  the  minority  of  the  coniinillee 
firmly  believe  they  did.)  has  been  matter  of  contro- 
versy. It  is  quite  certain  that,  during  Ihe  whole 
period,  the  executive  power  of  the  government  was 
actively,  and  in  a  most  unusual  manner,  bearing 
upon,  disturbing,  and  agitating  the  business  and  cir- 
culation of  the  country,  with  a  view  lo  produce 
some  results:  it  was  not  meant  to  be  iiinpi  ralive. — 
Such  a  power,  applied  with  great  energy  to  a  sub- 
ject so  sensitive  and  delicate  a.s  credit  and  currency, 
could  not  be  unproductive.  If  it  did  not  work  to 
Ihe  end  intended,  it  would  be  sure  to  work  to  sonic 
other  end.  It  might  fail  lo  accomplish  what  was  de- 
sired, hut  it  could  not  fail  lo  leave  traces  where  it 
had  passed.  What,  then,  are  the  monunieiiLs  of  its 
existence,  if  they  be  not  the  wreck  and  ruin  we 
have  witnessed  ?  Where  is  the  work,  if  this  be 
not  ? 

It  is  quite  certain,  too,  that  eveiy  step  in  the  pro- 
ceeding, the  consequences  were  predicted  exactly  as 
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they  have  occurred.  These  predictions  were  un- 
heeded; but  now  they.serve  to  lead  those  who  have 
seen  the  issue,  to  the  causes  whicli  have  produced 
it,  and  to  confirm, the  conclusion  drawn  from  the  re- 
trospect. Looking;  forw.ird,  and  iookins  back,  it  is 
the  same  line  of  "events;  and  the  judgment  upon 
them,  from  both  points  of  view,  is  the  same. 

But  let  it  be  taken  for  debateable  whether  these 
have  been  the  results,  in  part  or  m  whole,  of  the 
measures  of  the  government:  no  one,  it  is  believed, 
has  ever  been  e.xtravagant  enough  to  assert  that,  as 
far  as  concerns  currency  and  circulation,  and  a 
wholesome  state  of  business,  those  measures  have 
done  any  good.  They  have  not  checked,  nor  had 
any  tendency  to  check,  the  growth  of  disorder,  nor 
to  retard  the  approach  of  disaster  and  distress.  The 
utmost  eflbrts  to  defend  them  has  not  gone  beyond 
the  denial  that  they  had  caused  the  disorder  and 
distress.  A  very  large  ]iortion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens sincerely  believe  that  they  have  been  the  sole 
cause,  a  much  larger  portion  are  convinced  that 
they  have  contiibuted  to  these  effects.  All  would 
be  satislied,  and  a  vast  number  of  our  fellow-citizens 
most  ardently  desire  that  no  more  such  experiments 
should  be  made. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  plan  of  an  independent 
treasury  is  propounded,  and  pressed  to  a  decision  be- 
fore the  people  can  have  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
it.  Is  it  substantially  true,  that  it  is  equally  in  their 
power  after  its  adoption  as  before?  Let  the  experience 
of  the  past  years  answer.  When  a  measure  has  been 
once  adopted,  the  question  of  overthrowingil  is  avery 
dilferent  one  from  that  of  its  adoption.  In  the  latter 
case,  it  is  a  simple  question  of  llie  merits  of  the  plan; 
in  the  former,  it  is  complicated,  cotuiecling  itself 
with  many  consiilerations  entirely  alien,  but  in  their 
nature  powerful  to  counteract  the  free  course  of 
opinion.  There  are  many  obvious  reasons  for  not 
being  more  particular;  nor  is  it  needful,  for  they  will 
be  readily  perceived  by  every  one  who  has  attended 
to  the  working  of  party,  or  witnessed  what  has  oc- 
curred within  the  last  five  or  six  years.  Avoiding 
such  topics,  however,  there  is  one  consideration  of  a 
general  nature,  and,  therefore,  free  from  the  objec- 
tions just  alluded  to,  upon  vvliich  it  seems  proper  to 
make  a  remark.  When  a  measure  has  been  adopted, 
and  is  found  to  work  badly,  one  would  suppose  that 
it  would  be  laid  aside  and  abandoned.  But,  no;  its 
want  of  efficiency  is  ascribed,  not  to  its  own  inhe- 
rent weakness  or  error,  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  to  some- 
thing else  which  has  disturbed  its  action.  Instead 
of  being  abandoned,  it  only  gives  rise  to  some  new 
project,  equally  promising,  and  equally  destined  to 
tail.  Thus  the  past,  I'rom  which  wisdom  would  seek 
instruction,  is  never  considered.  The  present  and 
the  immediate  future  are  made  to  occupy  and  to  agi- 
tate the  mind,  without  repose  or  rest  for  thought. 
And  so,  no  doubt,  or  even  worse,  would  it  be  with 
this  independent  treasury,  if  unhappily,  it  should 
ever  become  a  law.  Should  it  fail  to  answer  a  good 
purpose,  (as  it  assuredly  would)  it  would  be  said 
that  its  basis  was  too  narrow;  and  then  would  follow 
a  scheme  for  enlarging  its  machinery  and  increasing 
its  magnificence  and  expense — more  otficers,  more 
offices,  more  safes  and  vaults,  more  salaries.  Should 
it  be  found  that  the  gold  and  silver  imprisoned  in 
these  vaults,  or  supposed  to  be  so,  did  not  supply  a 
currency,  the  remedy  would  be  an  issue,  or  rather 
an  increase  of  the  issue,  of  inconvertible  govern- 
ment paper.  Sliould  exchange  be  deficient,  exchange 
operations,  on  a  greater  scale  than  was  required  lor 
the  tranaclions  of  government,  would  be  the  ready 
contrivance  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Should  the 
hoards  accumulate  in  the  accounts,  (for  the  reality 
of  accumulation  would  be  past  finding  out)  or  should 
there  be  reason  to  ap|)ehend  that,  like  the  pension 
agents,  the  sub-independent  treasurers  were  making 
profits  for  themselves  and  their  friends  out  of  the 
public  money,  it  would  be  quite  natural  to  say  that  it 
would  be  better  to  lend  the  money  out  at  interest,  or 
to  buy  stock,  (as  has  already  been  proi'osed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury)  or  either,  as  might  be  most 
profitable.  Thus,  the  humble  chrysalis,  an  indepen- 
dent treasury,  this  golden  grub  of  the  earth,  would 
pass  into  a  mighty  government  bank,  and  even  some- 
thing more;  it  would  be  a  money-dealer  and  a  stock- 
jobber, in  addition,  far  beyond  what  it  has  ever  been 
deemed  wise  to  permit  any  bank  to  be;  and  so  it 
would  continue,  expanding  and  glittering,  until  some 
such  pressure  as  the  vicissitudes  of  the  world  occa- 
sionally bring  forth,  should  bury  it  under  heaps  of  its 
own  irredeemable  paper. 

In  every  stage  of  this  progress,  peculation  and  de- 
linquency would  be  the  concomitants  of  the  system, 
as  surely,  and  to  a  much  greater  degree,  than  they 
have  been  in  the  little  sub-independent  treasuries  of 
the  post  odice,  which  atlord  the  only  example  (a 
faint  and  feeble  one,  indeed)  of  the  oiieration  of  the 
plan. 

Besides  all  that  has  already  been  urged  upon  this 
point,  it  oiust  be  perceived  tbiit  the  independent 


treasury,  if  established,  has  a  dano;erous  capacity  to 
strengthen  itself,  and  thus  to  weaken  and  overcome 
resistance — not  to  conciliate  public  opinion  by  a 
manifestation  of  its  usefulness,  which  would  be  in- 
nocent; but  to  establish  an  independent  power,  for- 
midable from  the  first  by  its  organization  and  means, 
and  tending,  unavoidably,  to  become  daily  more 
powerful.  That  power  would  be  wielded  entirely 
by  the  executive,  without  control,  and  subserviency 
to  his  views.  The  mere  patronage  would  be  dan- 
gerous, and  even  appalling;  for  no  one  can  tell  to 
what  extent  it  will  finally  be  carried.  But  the  spirit 
of  such  a  corps,  and  the  weapons  placed  in  its  hands, 
are  far  more  to  be  dreaded.  It  will  be  able  both  to 
seduce  and  to  intimidate,  by  its  command  over  the 
money  of  the  public;  to  corrupt  and  to  overawe,  and 
tlius  to  fortify  itself  in  its  position,  so  as  to  defy  all 
resistance.  What  prospect  will  there  te  of  over- 
throwing it,  when  once  thus  established!  Its  spirit 
may  be  discerned  already.  A  newly  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  in 
office  at  Washington  for  several  years,  within  a  fort- 
night after  his  appointment,  is  the  first  signer  of  a 
call  for  a  meeting  in  favor  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury. The  custom-house  officers  must  obey  bis  sum- 
mons. Other  officers  of  the  government,  dependent 
upon  the  executive,  will  do  the  same  thing,  from 
official  sympathy,  or  because  it  is  a  service  they 
cannot  refuse.  The  voice  of  such  a  meeting  will, 
of  course,  be  in  harmony  with  the  voice  ol  the  exe- 
cutive. How  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  they  are 
dependent  upon  his  pleasure?  Thus  will  something 
be  manufactured,  to  be  called  "  public  opinion,"  and 
sent  here  to  support  the  executive.  If  such  be  the 
influence  now,  in  the  prospect  only  of  official  power 
and  independence,  what  will  it  be  when  they  shall 
be  realized  and  consolidated  by  a  connection  extend- 
ing througout  the  whole  United  States?  If  the  pro- 
blem were  to  make  an  independent  executive — that 
is,  an  executive  independent  of  the  people  and  of 
congress — we  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  better 
solved  than  by  the  method  proposed. 

But,  besides  all  this,  does  it  not  lequire  the  same 
concurrence  to  repeal  a  law  as  to  enact  one?  JVI.iy 
not  the  senate,  or  the  house  of  representatives,  or  the 
president,  prevent  its  repeal;  whereas  all  must  unite 
to  effect  its  passage?  The  passage  of  the  law,  there- 
fore, would  make  a  most  serious  change.  The  re- 
presentatives sent  here  by  the  people  to  undo  what 
had  been  done,  would  be  unable  to  execute  their 
will.  The  senate  could  defeat  their  purpose,  or  the 
president  alone  could  veto  it. 

These,  and  many  other  considerations,  seem  to  the 
minority  of  the  committee  to  constitute  decisive  ob- 
jections to  present  action  upon  a  matter  of  such 
great  moment.  They  do  not  perceive  how  it  can  be 
just  or  right,  by  a  sudden  movement,  to  place  the 
executive  in  a  position  of  advantage  over  the  people, 
and  by  the  same  act  to  enfeeble,  if  not  entirely  to 
take  away  their  power  to  dislodge  him. 

A  further  objection  to  this  plan,  partly  embraced 
in  what  has  already  been  siid,  is,  that  it  proposes 
nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people.  But  this  is  by 
no  means  the  whole  of  its  obnoxious  character.  It 
goes  much  hirther;  for  it  proposes  measures  which 
will  unavoidably  increase  their  embarrassments,  and 
make  them  perpetual.  Assuming,  lor  the  present, 
that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  assumed  by 
the  president,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  is  the  great  evil  in  our 
atlairs,  then  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  is  the 
point  to  be  attained  to  bring  back  order.  No  one 
will  question  that  this  is  desirable,  nay,  indispen- 
sable. 

The  whole  circulation  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
lor  the  business  of  individuals  as  for  the  concerns  of 
the  treasury,  consisted,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension, 
of  stale  bank  paper.  There  was  no  other  medium; 
that  was  the  only  money  in  use.  The  small  amount 
of  coin  employed  for  change,  scarcely  deserved  to  be 
considered.  In  the  larger  concerns  of  trade,  gold 
and  silver,  while  they  formed  the  standaid  of  value, 
were  no  further  required  in  circulation  tlian  to  li- 
quidate balances.  Being  costly  and  incon\'eiiient, 
the  employment  of  them,  even  for  this  limited  end, 
was  reduced  as  low  as  possible,  not  by  any  concert 
or  contrivance,  oi  deliberate  design,  but  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  thing,  always  tending  to  simplicity  and 
economy  in  the  operations  of  commerce.  The  use 
of  gold  and  silver,  it  must  be  remembered,  i.s  not  for 
the  liquidation  only  of  domestic  balances,  it  performs 
the  same  ultimate  function  in  .settling  balances  be- 
tween difTerent  nations,  so  as  to  enter  into  the  general 
rculation. 

Up  to  the  month  of  May  last,  the  United  States 
were  able  to  pay  their  foreign  balances.  The  banks 
in  the  United  States  were  able  to  pay  their  balances. 
Thus,  bank  paper  maintained  an  equality  with  gold 
and  silver  at  home;  and  the  circulation,  consisting  of 
bank  [laper,  maintained  itself,  in  comparison  with 
the  circulation  of  other  countries,  at  the  same  level  I 


as  if  the   currency  had  been  entirely  of  gold  and 
silver. 

The  circulation,  it  may  be  further  remarked  is  also 
aided  by  credits  in  various  forms,  (not  being  a  cur- 
rency, properly  so  called,  but  performing  some  of  its 
functions,  and  by  exchanges)  which  superseded  the 
necessity  of  actually  transmitting  bank  pa])eror  coin 
from  place  to  place.  These  credits  and  exchanges 
rest  upon  the  same  ultimate  basis,  namely,  the  ability 
to  liquidate  balances. 

The  whole  of  this  machinery,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
contrived  and  employed  to  circulate  exchangeable 
commodities,  the  product  of  the  soil  and  iiidustiy, 
which  constitute  the  real  wealth  of  the  nation,  as 
they  do  of  individuals.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  upon 
this  foundation  of  exchangeable  values,  the  whole  of 
it  rests  for  support.  Our  wealth,  in  trade  with  a 
foreign  nation  is  made  up  of  what  we  have  to  sell, 
and  they  desire  to  buy,  and  are  able  to  pay  for.  If 
the  whole  exports  of  the  United  States  were  of  cot- 
ton, and  its  ]irice  a  fixed  one,  the  quantity  we  had  to 
sell,  at  any  given  time,  would  determine  the  amount 
we  were  able  to  buy;  and  if  we  exceeded  that  limit, 
we  must  contract  a  debt  for  the  excess.  But  as  the 
quantity  and  the  price  are  both  liable  to  fluctuations, 
calculations  made  ui)on  them  may  fail,  and  anticipa- 
tion of  their  sales  by  borrov\ing  Cone  of  I  he  allowa- 
ble modes  of  credit)  may  cause  embarrassment  and 
loss.  Credit,  however,  if  continued  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, in  confidence  of  final  secuiily,  will 
mitigate  or  finally  prevent  the  mischief.  It  is  when, 
in  this  state  of  things,  ciedit,  from  any  cause,  sud- 
denly gives  way,  or  when,  by  giving  way,  it  pro- 
duces Ihis  state  of  things,  that  the  whole  extremity 
of  disaster  is  brought  about,  and  for  a  time  is  uncon- 
trollable. Its  first  importunate  demand  is  for  gold 
and  silver,  in  a  lone  unusually  peremptory,  and  in 
extraordinary  quantities.  These  metals  yield  readily 
to  the  invitations  of  trade;  they  flow  gently  when 
they  are  left  free  to  obey  their  own  law;  but  they 
shrink  from  the  hand  of  force,  and  hide  themselves 
from  its  enactions.  Such  a  demand,  therefore,  when 
it  is  sufficient  to  weaken  confidence,  causes  gold 
and  silver  to  disappear,  and,  from  the  fear  of  a  va- 
cuum which  they  abhor,  they  absolutely  make  a 
vacuum. 

That  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  tlie 
banks  was  owing  to  some  such  cause,  no  one  can 
question.  Indeed,  it  is  susceptible  of  proof,  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  When  the  drain  came  upon  the  banks, 
which  obliged  them  to  stop  the  issue  of  specie,  ac- 
cording to  the  repeated  statements  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  gold  and  silver  was  more  abundant 
in  the  United  States  than  at  any  former  peiiod.  They 
had  been  continually  increasing  for  several  years, 
under  the  influence  of  a  policy  designed  to  encourage 
their  importation,  which,  it  was  boasted,  had  fulfilled 
its  purpose.  The  same  high  authority  assured  us 
that  the  banks  were  not  imprudent;  they  had  ob- 
served a  due  proportion  between  their  specie  and 
their  liabilities — rather  better,  indeed,  than  before, 
and  judging  from  former  experience,  sufficient  to 
enable  thein  to  discharge  their  balances;  they  had 
extended  themselves,  but  only  according  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  specie  basis. 

Avoiding  a  recurrence  to  the  primary  causes  of  the 
suspen.sion  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and 
omitting  for  the  present  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the 
government,  it  seems  to  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee to  be  very  easy  to  discern  the  immediate  agency 
which  disturbed  and  disordered  our  circulation. 
While  the  United  States  were  receiving  specie, 
England  was  parting  with  it.  Finally,  the  Bank  of 
England  discovered  that  her  stock  of  gold  was  ra- 
pidly being  diminished  to  an  alarming  extent,  and, 
for  her  own  protection  from  a  continuance  of  the 
drain,  sought  to  discover,  and  of  course,  to  stop,  the 
channel  through  which  it  was  made.  It  was  found 
to  have  been  opened  by  means  of  credits  of  the 
United  States  upon  England,  ordered  to  be  remitted 
in  gold.  The  fact,  as  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasurv,  is,  that  the  stock  of  gold  in  the  United 
States  had,  within  a  short  time,  been  increased  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars — the  greater  part  of  it,  beyond  a 
doubt,  coming  from  England,  and  much  of  it  (hew 
much  cannot  probably  be  ascertained)  borrowed; 
that  is,  obtained  by  means  of  credits.  The  Bank  of 
England,  to  stop  this  drain,  frowned  upon  and  dis- 
credited the  bills  drawn  in  the  United  States  upon 
credits.  They  could  n"' longer  be  discounted.  Hence, 
the  revulsion";  the  failure  of  some  of  the  American 
houses  (as  they  were  termed)  in  England,  and  the 
excessive  pressure  upon  all  of  them;  the  dishonor 
and  return  of  bills,  with  all  their  consequences;  and 
the  sudden  demand  lor  a  large  balance,  not  expected 
to  be  called  for.  Exchange  rose,  specie  became  a 
better  remittance,  and  specie  began  to  rush  out. 

At  the  same  time  our  great  staple  fell  in  England. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury  computes  the  loss  to 
the  United  Stales  upon  the  half  of  the  crop  then  un- 
disposed of  at  no  less  »  sum  than  twenty  millions  of 
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report  in  December,  183t),)  tliatwhile  \vc  were  get- 
ting in  debt  to  England,  wc  were  iniportingsprcle, 
and  that  the  amonnt  addcil  to  our  stock  of  gold  and 
silver  was  more  than  the  amonnt  of  the  debt  just 
mentioned.  It  follows,  that  the  gold  and  silver  must 
be  considered,  to  that  amount,  as  having  been 
bought  npon  credit  and  not  paid  lor.  Coming  into  the 
banks,  nevertlieless,  with  nothing  upon  them  to 
show  this  infirmity,  it  would  be  dealt  with  as  any 
other  money  in  its  vaults,  and  deemed  to  justify  an 
expansion  of  credit. 

Such  is  a  brief,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee,  an  accurate  sketch  of  the 
times  immediately  preceding  the  susju'nsion,  in 
which  are  to  be  sought  its  causes.  They  do  not 
concur  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the 
suggestion  that  the  over-production  of  cotton  was 
aniongthem.  It  could  not  have  operated  so  sud- 
denly and  violnitly.  But  there  is  now  evidence  to 
the  contrary;  the  production  has  gone  on  increas- 
ing since,  and  the  demand  in  Enghmd  has  kept 
pace  with  the  increase.  There  is  no  reason  to  fear 
th.it  a  scarcity  of  this  great  staple  will  become  de- 
sirable. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
suspension,  the  fact  unquestionably  is,  that  as  be- 
fore we  had  a  circulation  of  b  ink  p.iper,  with  oidy 
coin  for  change  and  for  the  liquidation  of  balance 


or  the  people,  but  disappointed  the  hopes  of  both 

The  issue  of  treasury  notes  (to  say  no  more  of 
it)  swelled  the  stream  of  inconvertible  paper, 
and  increased  the  eonlusion  of  various  paper,  of  un- 
equal and  fluctuating  value,  already  too  great.  By 
employing  it  in  the  purchase  of  specie,  or  even 
by  oliering  it,  the  demand  for  that  article  was  in- 
creased, its  value  raised,  and  the  tendency  it  might 
otherwise  have  had  to  return  to  the  circulation  was 
counteracted.  The  operation  does  not  entirely  ter- 
minate here.  Being  receivable  in  dues  to  tlie  go- 
vernment, and  bank  paper  excluded,  it  so  far  tended 
to  depreciate  bank  i)aper.  There  has  been  a  con- 
test between  them.  Specie  has  been  above  both, 
but  they  liave  fluctuated  iii  comparison  with  each 
other;  bank  paper  in  New  York  generally  having 
the  preference.  However  necessary  this  issue  of 
treasury  notes  may  have  been  for  the  government, 
it  has  given  no  help  towards  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie ]iayments.  Thus,  there  has  been  more  than  a 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  government 
towards  this  desirable  result. 

The  remaining  measure  was  the  sub-lrcasury  bill, 
now  again  presented,  and  the  immediate  occasion  of 
the  iireseut  report.     This  is  by  far  the  most  import 
ant  of  all;  for  while  the  other  measures  are,  in  their 
nature,  temporary  and  occasional,  this  is  intended 


so  alter  the  suspension  we  iiad  nothing  but  bank  i  to  be  permanent  ami  systematic.     Being  at  the  same 
paper.     If  the  whole  of  the  bank  paper' had  been    time  new,  and  without  .^\ample  in  our^lormer  h— 


withdrawn  or  discredited,  there  would  luive  been  no 
circulation  at  all.  If  it  were  now  to  be  witdrawn 
or  discredited,  there  would  be  no  circulation.  But 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  were  r.ot  so  blind 
as  to  reiluce  themselves  to  this  condition.     They 


tory,  it  must  necessarily  be  a  departure  from  all  tlic 
former  usages  of  our  government,  and  all  the  former 
habits  of  the  people.  It  is,  therefore,  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration,  before  it  is  adopted; 
and  in  what  they  have  further  to  say,  the  minority 


believed  that  these  institutions,  though   unable  to  j  of  the  comniitte"e  will  confine  themselves  to  th 
pay  specie,  or  unwilling  to  adopt  harsh  and  ruinous  '  great  topic,  not  incidentally  only,  as  oHering  no  re 


measures  towards  their  debtors,  to  the  injury  of  Ih 
community,  were  solvent  and  secure.  With  the 
few  exceptions  of  some  banks  too  much  pampered 
by  the  governmjnt,  they  have  justiti-^d  the  public 
confidence.  The  people  of  the  United  States, 
therefore,  did  not  discredit  the  banks.  At  the  same 
time,  they  desire  the  resumption  of  s]iecie  payments 
as  soon  as  it  may  be  reasonably  practicable.  It  is 
a  just  desire.  Their  permanent  interests  require 
it.  But  can  this  great  object  be  accomplished  as 
soon  and  as  well  as  it  ought  to  be,  without  the  co- 
operation of  the  government?  Can  it  be  accom- 
plished in  the  face  of  government  measures  bearing 
to  the  contrary?  Are  not  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment, and,  especially,  is  not  this  measure,  of 
that  description?     fjet  us  lor  a  moment  examine. 

The  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
at  the  special  session  in  September,  presented  four 
)irincipal  measures  fur  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. One  was,  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment 
of  the  deposites  from  the  states;  another,  an  issue 
of  government  paper  denominated  treasury  notes, 
to  t!ie  amount  often  millions  of  dollars;  the  third, 
was  the  sub-treasuiy;  and  the  last,  was  a  bankrupt 
law  lor  the  banks. 

The  aim  of  the  last  of  these  measures  was  direct 
enough,  and  as  fatal  as  direct.  If  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  was  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
(and  the  banks  had  done  no  other  act  to  be  com- 
plained of,)  then  the  whole  banks  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been  liable  to  be  brought  under 

the  power  of  commissioners  of  the  United  States. ,      -  -  .  .    . 

The  capitals  of  these  banks  are  between  three  and  I  not  resting  altogether  upon  the  faith  of  the  state. 


lief  to  the  people,  but  substantial!},  in  its  principal 
features  and  probable  operation.  And  with  this 
view,  they  proceed  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
what  is  the  ostensible  aim  and  purpose  of  this 
measure!  and,  in  the  next  place,  what  are  tlie  ineain 
and  machinery  by  which  the  purpose  is  to  be  achiev- 
ed. 

To  Ihe  first  of  these  questions  tlie  answer  seems 
to  be,  that  the  ostensible  purpose  is  to  establish  an 
independenttreasury,  wliere  nothing  shall  be  receiv- 
ed in  payment,  but  gold  and  silver. 

If  such  ascheme  be  at  all  practicable,  (as  it  never 
yet  has  been  found  to  be,)  it  must  work  in  one  or 
two  ways:  either  the  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, for  all  the  purposes  of  circulation,  must  be  of 
the  same  description — that  is,  of  gold  and  silver, 
without  any  other  medium;  or,  there  must  be  one 
currency  for  business,  and  another  for  the  treasury; 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed,  one  currency  for 
the  people,  anrl  another  for  the  government. 

The  first,  namely,  an  entirely  metallic  currency, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  circulation,  has  been  overand 
over  again  demonstrated  to  be  impossible.  In  this 
country  it  never  existed,  unless  it  were  during  the 
very  short  and  gloomy  period  which  followed  the 
overthrow  of  the  government  paper,  remembered 
by  the  name  of  "continental  money,"  which  ought 
forever  to  make  the  people  distrustful  of  the  govern- 
ment paper.  All  the  provinces  before  the  revolu-  |  " 
tion,  and  all  Ihe  states  from  that  time  till  the  adop-  ■  " 
tion  of  the  constitution,  had  a  credit  system  of  some  I      But  to  pursue 


Iways  will  be,  the  case  with  government  paper; 
but  credit  was  not  on  that  account  abandoned,  nor 
Ihe  credit  svslem  less  prized.  Congress,  in  the  year 
1781,  chartered  the  Bank  of  North  America,  wliicli 
had  been  established  in  the  preceding  year  by  a  few- 
patriotic  citizens:  that  hank  alterwards  accepted  a 
charter  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  Three  other 
state  banks  were  established,  and  in  existence,  be- 
fore the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales  was  made. 
The  system  of  gni'eniment  paper  was,  therefore, 
condemned  and  abandoned;  but  the  credit  system 
was  cherished  and  preserved  by  means  of  banks, 
used  both  by  the  government  and  the  people. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  stales  relinquish- 
ed the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  Thev  were 
prohibited  by  the  constitution  from  issuing  hills  of 
credit,  or  making  any  thing  hut  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  paymeiil;  but  the  United  States  were  not 
expressly  prohibited  from  doing  cither.  One  of 
these  powers  (issuing  treasury  notes)  they  have 
twice  exercised,  and  it  is  now  in  active  exercise, 
with  a  certainty  of  some  extension.  This  session 
of  congri  ss  is  not  to  go  by  without  an  authority  to 
issue  new  treasury  notes,  or  to  re-issue  Ihe  old  ones, 
or  both;  the  other  (ol  making  their  paper  a  lawful 
tender)  they  have  never  employed.  As  was  strongly 
remarked  by  Mr.  Dallas,  when  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, "the  extremity  of  that  day  cannot  be  antici- 
pated," when  this  expedient  will  be  resorted  to. 
But,  while  they  have  abstained  from  making  their 
pa]>er  a  tender  between  individuals,  such  has  not, 
in  substance,  been  the  case  in  all  instances  with  the 
public  credilor.  As  he  cannot  sue  the  government, 
he  has  been  obliged  to  take  treasury  notes,  because 
he  could  get  nothing  better. 

In  giving  up  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  no 
one  can  believe  that  the  states  intended  to  destroy 
the  credit  .system,  or  to  leave  it  without  the  control 
or  giiardian.-liip  which  might  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent it  from  dselroying  itself.  Having  nationalized 
the  concerns  of  commerce,  by  giving  the  whole 
power  over  it  to  congress;  and  having  also  confer- 
red upon  congress  a  power  to  raise  a  revenue  di- 
leclly  from  the  citizens,  including  a  power  to  levy 
contribulions  upon  commerce,  both  of  which  are 
intimately  and  inseparably  connected  with  cur- 
rency and  circulation,  it  would  have  been  unnatu- 
ral and  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  these  were  to 
be  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  without  any  care 
or  concern  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Slilj  more 
unreasonable  and  unnatural  would  it  be  to  hold  that 
this  government  was  at  all  times  bound,  or  even  at 
liberty,  to  insist  upon  a  currency  cxclu.^ively  of  gold 
and  silver,  when  such  a  currency  was  notoriously 
insufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people,  and 
when  it  was  notorious,  too,  that  the  people  must 
have,  and  would  have,  a  more  abundant  circulation 
than  metal  could  furnish. 

The  duty  of  congress,  in  this  respect,  is  still  more 
strikingly  evident  from  the  consideration  that  it  is 
not  within  the  power  of  Ihe  respective  states. 
They  cannot  resiilate  or  control  the  currency  be- 
yond their  re?)netive  limits,  nor  make  it  uniform, 
nor  provide  for  the  supply  of  it  in  sufficient  abun- 
"ance,  without  excess.     Congress  can. 

emarks  upon  the  constriic- 


eort  or  other;  most  commonly  it  was  state  paper,  |  tion  ofthe  crnstitiiti-ui.     As  .soon  as  the  government 
-  ■  ■      ~    ■  was  organized,   a   connection   was   formeil   by  the 


four  hundred  millions  of  doll.irs.  In  some  instances 
they  are  owned  wholly  by  states.  In  many  others, 
the  states  are  large  shareholders.  The  debts  and 
credits  of  these  banks  are  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  capitals — probably  twice  as  much.  Here, 
then,  would  be   three  or  four  hundred  million 


but  upon  the  security  of  individuals,  to  whom  the 
credit  ofthe  state  was  loaned.  The  bills  of  credit 
in  Pennsylvania,which  came  into  use  at  an  early 
day,  and  were  issued  upon  the  \  cry  ground  that 
the  supply  of  gold  and  silver  was  not  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  society,  were  thus  loaned  out  to  indi 


property  ofthe  states  and  their  citizens,  and  double  j  viduals,  who  gave  mortgages,  or  other  satisfactory 
that  amount  of  debts  and  credits,  exposed  to  be  security,  to  the  government.  These  issues  were, 
jd.iced  in  commis.sion  to  wind  up  their  affairs,  from  time  to  time,  increased.  The  wisest  and  best 
When  bankruptcy  began,  banking  would  instantly  men  have  borne  testimony  to  the  value ofthese  cre- 
cease.      There  would   he  no  circulation.     Banks  I  dits,  as  conducive  to  the  support  and  encourage. 


have  theirevils;  but  who  can  measure  the  extent  of 
the  calamity  that  such  a  system  of  bankruptcy 
would  produce,  if  fairly  carried  out?  The  commis- 
sions would  only  strike  the  banks,  but  the  bank- 
ruptcy would  be  universal;  no  one  could  hope  to 
escape.     Such  a  recommendation,  it  will  he  seen 


nient  of  industry.  They  have  agreed  that  credit.  In 
some  form,  was  indispensable;  and  even  that  this 
plan,  objectionable  as  it  was.  and  liable  to  abuses, 
was  better  than  the  restriction  to  gold  and  silver. 
The  two  principal  characteristics  of  this  plan,  in 
Pennsylvania  cannotescape  attention.    The  credits 


treasury  witli  the  people,  by  means  of  banks,  for  the 
inutuar  convenience  of  both.  The  first  secretary, 
in  his  letter  of  the  i'M  September,  17Sf).  directed  Ihe 
collecloi's  to  receive  payment  of  duties  in  notes  of 
the  banks  of  North  America  and  New  York.  In  his 
circular  of  Ihe  I  Ih  October,  1789,  he  directs  them 
to  exchange  whatever  specie  they  had  received,  or 
mieht  reeruve,  for  notes  of  the  same  banks.  In  his 
r      _  J-  11.^    .»,ni,    x'«..„..,K,...     i--aa   l,n  ,t; 


letter  of  Ihe  2nih  November.  1789.  he  direcls  the 
collectors  in  Massachusetts  to  receive  the  notes  of 
the  Boston  bank  as  well  as  of  Ihe  two  hanks  just 
named.  The  reason  given  in  this  letter  for  the  di- 
rection, deserves  to  be  parlicularly  noteil.  It  was  to 
avoid  drawing  fjira'c  out  of  Ihe  sliile.  "It  Is  not,"  as 
has  been  well  saiti,  "the  inconvenience,  anil  trouble, 
and  hazard  of  makiiis  remittances  in  Ihe  precious  me- 
tals that  constitute  ils  principal  difliciilty:  it  is  because 

,,„,.„„  .u.   >..u  , .„.,  .. - ,  extracting  specie  from  any  city  wherea  bank  exists, 

the  wants  of  society,  and  not  for  I  diminishes   Ihe   circulating  capital   ofthe   place  to 

• ■■         "      ,  ^..._...,..i  "    TI..O  "^ay  not 

now 
fi'cal 
trea- 


could  give  no  relief  to  the  people,  and  no  aid  to  the)  were  lent  to  individuals  for  the  purpos  of  circiila 

banks.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  help  forward  i  tion— that  is,  for  the  wants  of  society,  and  not  for  i  oiMiiiiiM..-5  ....:  ,  „^...^....^  .«,■■■■■—  ■_  ,  -j-^- 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  but  the  con- !  the  wards  of  the  srovernment.  thouerh  it  is  true  that  many  times  the  amount  '"'"'■=>'•"'•"■  '  "':„„,7,. 
trirv.  Fortunately,  it  receiVed  no  countenance  thev  were  receivable  in  the  payment  ofpublic  dues;  appear  to  be  a  .fcc<7/  reason,  "'  f"  f  """'' ^: 
from  either  house  of  congress,  and  has  not  been  re-  and"  they  were  lent,  upon  individual  security,  in  ,  uudei-st.and  the  word  Ari.l  >",''';/?"  ;i-', 
newed.  I  juch  amounts  only  as  individuals  could  give  aatis- '  reason;  for  it  conduces  to  the  advant,.ge  ol  the  li 
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suary,  by  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  people.  The 
tributary  is  better  able  to  pay  his  tribute. 

In  1791,  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
established,  and  continued  for  twenty  years.  Its 
paper  was  a  currency,  both  for  Ihe  people  and  the 
government.  When  the  charter  of  that  bank  expir- 
ed, state  bank  paper  performed  the  same  office.  In 
1814  the  state  banks  suspended  specie  payments; 
their  paper  continued  to  be  the  currency.  In  1316  the 
late  Bank  of  tlic  United  States  was  established.  In 
lS33'-34,  the  fiscal  agency  of  that  bank  was  deter- 
mined by  the  government,  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved, and  a  connection  was  formed  with  slate 
banks  as  agents.  In  May,  1837,  (Ihe  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  having  expired  in  March, 
1336,)  the  state  banks  suspended  specie  payments. 
Their  paper  has  since  been  the  only  currency  of  the 
people,  and  in  part,  at  least,  of  the  government;  for 
though  the  government  has  professed  to  receive  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver,  yet  it  has  certainly  made 
payments  (to  what  extent  cannot  be  known)  in  bank 
credits,  and  bank  paper,  as  well  as  in  treasury  notes, 
and  protested  treasury  drafts. 

Thus,  the  whole  history  of  our  country,  except  the 
very  earliest  period,  is  a  history  ot  credit  and  of  paper 
currency,  and,  along  with  them,  a  progressive  pros- 

ferity  and  iinpr  ivement,  beyond  former  example. 
f,  in  any  highly  commercial  and  civilized  nation,  it 
be  practicable,  at  this  day,  to  conduct  its  aH'airs  well 
without  their  aid,  (which,  it  is  believed,  no  reason- 
able man  will  affirm,)  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  a 
sudden  or  rapid  abandonment  of  them  in  this  nation, 
and  the  attempt  to  substitute  gold  and  silver,  and  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver,  in  circulation,  to  destroy 
banks  and  bank  .paper,  by  commissions  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  otherwise,  would  bring  on  a  scene  of  dis- 
tress and  destruction  which  would  fill  the  land  with 
anguish.     This,  surely,  cannot  be  meant. 

But  if  this  be  not  what  is  intended,  then  we  are 
driven  upon  the  other  alternative;  that  is  to  say,  that 
there  is  to  be  one  currency  for  the  government,  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  another,  of  depreciated  paper, 
lor  the  people.  There  is  no  middle  course.  Such  a 
scheme,  rigorously  and  exactly  executed,  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  believe  to  be  entirely  impracti- 
cable. Relaxations  of  it,  there  would  unavoidably 
be,  as  there  are  at  the  present  time,  when,  as  already 
stated,  payments  to  the  creditors  of  the  public  are  not 
invariably  made  in  gold  and  silver.  But  they  would 
be  arbitrary,  and  according  to  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  government  officers,  they  would  be  unequal 
and  unjust,  and  they  woidd  unavoidably  lead  to  cor- 
ruption. Examination  and  detection  they  would 
defv;  for  who  can  now  pretend  to  ascertain  or  know 
whether  the  gold  and  silver  already  received  by  Ihe 
government  has  been  paid  out  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  whether  a  profit  has  not  been  made  of  it?  If  a 
creditor  has  been  paid,  no  [natter  how,  his  receipt 
is  a  credit  to  the  officer  against  an  equal  nominal 
amount  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  it  unjust  or  unreason- 
able to  entertain  a  suspicion  that  such  things  may  be 
done.'  There  have  been  delinquent  postmasters; 
there  have  been  robberies  in  post  offices  by  persons 
in  the  employment  of  the  department.  Within  a  few 
days  past,  it  has  been  publicly  staled  bjr  a  member 
on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  a 
certain  custom-house  officer  was  in  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing receipts  from  laborers  for  more  than  he  paid,  and 
obtaining  from  the  government  the  whole  amount 
expressed  upon  the  face  of  these  false  vouchers. 
Facts  and  cliarges  like  these  are  an  admonition  not 
to  furnish  temptations  to  roguery. 

But  it  is  believed,  also,  to  be  impracticable;  be- 
cause sooner  or  later,  the  people  will  take  the  mat- 
ter into  their  own  hands,  and  right  themselves. 
They  would  not  submit  to  the  injurious  distinction, 
and  they  ought  not  to  submit  to  it,  having  the  pow- 
er to  apply  a  corrective  by  election;  more  especial- 
ly when  they  perceive  that  the  distinction  exists 
only  because  the  government  will  not  exert  its  un- 
questionable constitutional  power,  and  restore  the 
currency  for  the  peojile  as  well  as  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

Rigorously  executed,  however,  or  relaxed,  how 
has  it  operated?  how  does  it  now  operate?  and  what 
is  to  be  its  future  operation?  The  banks  are  endea- 
voring to  resume  specie  payments,  to  make  their 
notes  equal  to  gold  and  silver.  It  is  lor  the  interest 
of  the  country  that  they  should  do  so,  as  promptiv 
as  it  can  be  done  with  safety.  It  is  equally  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  that  they  should  not  be  preci- 
pitate; for,  to  resume  after  a  suspension,  is  always 
a  d  flicate  operaliou,  which,  if  hastily  or  unskilfully 
performed,  may  cause  much  pain  and  sulleriu''. 
Above  all,  it  is  important,  when  they  do  resume, 
that  they  should  not  be  in  danger  of  being  again 
obliged  to  supend.  The  co-operation  of  the  go- 
vernment would  enable  them  to  resume.  But  the 
government  does  not  co-operate.  It  does  worse.  Its 
attitude  is  absolutely  hostile  to  the  banks,  and  hos- 
tile to  the  resumption.     It  makes  an  extraordinary  i 


demand  for  specie,  withdraws  and  withholds  it  from 
the  general  circulation,  imparts  to  it  the  character 
of  merchandise,  and  raises  it.=  value  above  the  value 
of  bank  notes,  which  is  precisely  equivalent  to  de- 
preciating that  description  of  paper.  In  addition, 
the  governnient  proposes  that  even  should  bankj]a- 
por,  in  the  face  of  these  adverse  circumstances,  re- 
gain an  equality  with  gold  and  silver,  still  it  shall 
not  be  received  into  the  treasury,  except  for  a  very 
limited  period,  and  in  decreasing  quantities, 
but  be  permanently  and  lorever  discredited.  In 
this  state  of  things,  can  there  be  any  assurance  that 
the  banks,  if  they  should  resume  the  payment  of 
specie,  would  be  able  to  maintain  it?  The  doubt 
(not  to  speak  more  strongly)  of  the  issue  of  such 
an  experiment,  must  operate  most  injuriously 
against  the  operation  of  a  sound  currency.  The 
co-operation  of  the  government,  in  case  of  resump- 
tion, would  enable  them  to  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments. But,  with  the  antagonist  power  of  an  inde- 
pendent treasury,  able  to  command  a  large  amount 
of  specie,  and  to  withdraw  it  from  general  circula- 
tion, to  prevent  it  from  going  into  the  banks,  and 
to  force  it  out,  it  appears  to  the  minority  of  the 
committee  impossible  to  understand  how  Ihe  banks 
could  re-establish,  or,  if  re  established,  could  pre- 
serve the  specie  basis. 

Should  such  be  the  working  of  the  independent 
treasuiy,  or  hard  money  sclieme,  as  it  unavoidabi}' 
must  be,  that  one  of  two  things  will  happen:  an  in- 
definite suspension  by  the  banks,  or  a  sudden  and 
violent  contraction  of  the  circulation.  The  first  of 
thee  is  entirely  inadmissible.  An  unlimited  issue 
of  bank  paper,  unrestricted  by  the  obligation  to  keep 
it  equal  to  specie,  and  to  convert  it  upon  demand 
into  coin,  would  flood  the  country  with  depreciated 
and  depreciating  notes,  and  entail  upon  it  all  the 
evils  of  a  currency  constantly  tending  downwards, 
and  becoming  more  and  more  debased,  until  it 
should  be  sunk  in  value  as  finally  to  perish  from 
weakness.  This,  the  laws  of  the'state  could  per- 
haps prevent,  and  probably  would  prevent. 

The  other,  (a  sudden  and  violent  contraction,)  as 
has  been  already  remarked,  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  grievous  consequences.  Little  is  hazard- 
ed in  saying  that  it  could  not,  and  would  not,  be 
borne.  But,  between  this  evil  and  the  one  just  men- 
tioned, (of  indefinite  suspension,)  there  is  an  im- 
portant distinction.  State  laws,  administered  by 
state  courts,  may  perhaps  control  the  latter.  Banks 
are  amenable  to  the  laws,  and  may  be  compelled  to 
fulfil  their  contracts.  If  their  be  a  forbearance  to- 
wards them,  as  there  has  been  for  some  months 
past,  it  must  be  owing  to  a  general  sense  of  the  ne- 
cessity and  justice  of  their  course,  and  an  equally 
general  conviction  that  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity require  that  it  should  not  be  disturbed.  The 
law  has  not  lost  its  virtue  or  its  vigor;  but  those  for 
whom  it  was  made  think  fit,  each  for  himself,  to 
waive  its  apjdication,  as  he  has  a  right  to  do. 

The  evil  of  a  sudden  contraction,  and  an  insuffi- 
cient circulation,  caused  by  a  measure  of  the  fede- 
ral government,  on  the  contrary,  is  one  which  the 
state  legislation  cannot  remedy  or  relieve.  It  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  power  of  the  state  ligisla- 
tures.  Congress  alone  has  power  in  the  matter, 
the  legislative  authority  of  the  union  can  repeal 
the  measure;  but  can  it  heal  the  wounds  which  in 
the  mean  time  have  been  inflicted,  or  repair  the 
damage  which  has  been  sutfered?  Assuredly  not. 
The  mischief  done  must  remain.  And,  besides, 
the  acknowledgment  of  mischief  working  error  is 
one  hard  to  make,  and  likely  to  encounter  a  stren- 
uous resistance,  protracting  and  increasing  the  pub- 
lic agony.  Should  the  resistance  be  overcome,  the 
sum  of  ihe  work  is  much  misery  and  loss,  of  pub- 
lic and  private  sacrifice,  for  no  good  purpose. 

Another  expedient  would  probably  be  suggested, 
for  public,  like  private  malady,  begets  restlessness 
and  an  inclination  to  resort  to  stiange  remedies: 
that  is  to  say,  the  issue  of  government  paper  to 
supply  the  circulation.  Such  a  paper,  as  has  been 
remarked  before,  is  inconvertible.  The  covcrn- 
ment  cannot  he  compelled  to  redeem  it.  For  this 
reason,  it  cannot  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  nor  in 
any  respect  the  representative  of  those  metals. 
Whatever  it  may  promise  on  its  face,  it  will  be  de- 
preciated in  the  beginning,  and,  according  to  the 
quantity  issued,  will  be  more  and  more  depreciated. 
Besides,  if  it  be  supplied  in  quantities  equal  to  the 
demand  for  circulation,  it  will  entirely  banish  spe- 
cie, not  retaining  even  the  quantity  which  the 
banks  are  obliged  to  keep  for  their  security,  be- 
cause the  government  would  not  be  liable  to  de- 
mands for  payment,  as  the  banks  are.  There  is  a 
strong  temptation,  loo,  to  over  issues,  and  nothinj 
to  restrain  them,  as  the  experience  of  all  govern- 
ments has  shown.  It  is  a  covert  mode  of  contract- 
ing debt,  which  eludes  public  observation;  and  on 
that  account,  as  well  as  the  facility  with  which  it 
is  managed,  is  extremely  stductive.     A  resort  to  it 


ought  never,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  to  be  allowed,  but  in  cases  of  strong 
and  overruling  necessity.  The  more  open  method 
of  borrowing,  whereby  it  is  plainly  made  known 
that  a  debt  is  contracted,  and  the  amount  of  such 
debt  is  at  all  times  ascertainable  by  congress  and 
the  people,  is  far  preferable  to  an  issue  of  govern- 
ment paper,  wlielher  treasury  notes,  or  in  any  other 
form,  which  are  a  debt  in  disguise.  The  one  in- 
culcates economy;  the  other  leads  to  extravagance; 
as  any  expenditure  can  be  easily  provided  for,  by 
a  new  emission  of  notes,  or  a  re-issue  of  those 
svhich  have  been  redeemed.  At  the  special  session 
of  congress,  nolongrr  ago  than  October  last,  author- 
ity was  given  to  issue  ten  millions  of  dollars;  a  fur- 
ther authorily  is  already  asked  for.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  was,  that  the  notes  would  aid  the 
circulation — a  purpose  which,  by  no  means,  recom- 
mends them;  for  the  circulation  of  government  pa- 
per, based  oidy  on  government  credit,  and  having 
no  other  limit  but  the  extent  of  that  credit,  has 
everywhere  had  the  same  disastrous  history.  Such 
a  lesson  as  it  fiirnishes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  ought  to  teach  us  to  be- 
ware of  the  beginning  of  a  plan  so  seductive  and 
dangerous.  There  is  no  check  upon  it;  there  is 
an  unavoidable  tcndeiicy  in  it  to  excess.  Depreci- 
ation accompanies  it  from  the  outset;  a  desperate 
recklessness  is  generated  in  its  progress;  rapid  and 
great  fluctuations  are  its  inseparable  incidents; 
and,  finally,  any  new  element  of  disorder  super- 
vening, (such  as  all  governments  are  exposed  to,) 
the  public  credit  tails,  and  the  paper  becomes 
worthless  in  the  hands  where  it  may  happen  to  be. 
Thus  it  was  with  the  continental  money;  that  was 
government  paper,  based  ujjon  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  importing,  upon  its  face,  a  bindino- 
obligation  to  pay.  It  became  a  circulation;  yet,  in 
about  three  years,  if  ran  its  whole  career,  and  pe- 
rished. Who  would  be  willing  to  run  even  the 
smallest  risk  of  re-enacting  the  scene  of  continen- 
tal money? 

But  why  should  this  view  be  further  insisted 
upon?  It  is  universally  admitted  to  be  correct. 
Governments,  it  is  true,  have  not  everywhere  aban- 
doned the  issue  of  paper.  Nor  have  they  every- 
where abandoned  other  practices  manifestiy  de- 
structive to  the  countries  whose  interests  are  in 
their  power.  In  the  east,  an  energetic  individual, 
in  a  subordinate  and  dependent  province,  is,  at  this 
time,  making  for  himself  a  kingdom  and  a  name. 
His  reputation  is  already  widely  spread,  and  he  is 
enjoying  the  homage  paid  to  fortune.  But  how  is 
this  eHtcfed?  According  to  the  stateniet  of  travel- 
lers, he  recruits  his  armies  by  forcing  all  the  males 
of  the  country  to  bear  arms,  and  his  treasury  by 
exactions  which  have  no  reference  to  the  ability  of 
the  people  to  pay.  Population  is  dwindling;"the 
cultivation  of  Ihe  earth  is  failing  from  the  want  of 
labor,  and  the  insecurity  of  its  fruits;  miserable 
poverty  and  desclafion  are  extending  their  gloomy 
dominion;  and  a  deeper  barbarism  than  prevailed 
before,  will  be  the  final  accomplishment  of  a  bar- 
barian, but  high-sounding,  ambition.  The  go- 
vernment, in  this  instance,  is  separated  from  the 
people.  The  government  takes  care  of  itself,  and 
the  people  are  to  take  care  of  Ihemselves.  The 
maxim  is  a  bad  one.  Its  application  everywhere 
will  be  the  same  in  kind,  though  it  may  not  be  in 
the  same  degree. 

The  means  and  machinery  by  which  the  purpose 
of  the  executive  is  proposed  to  he  accomplished, 
are,  in  the  mind  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
not  less  ohjectiorrable.  The  whole  of  the  treasirre 
of  the  United  States  is  to  be  placed  in  the  custody 
of  officers  appointed  by  Ihe  executive,  and  remov- 
able at  his  pleasure.  This  is,  in  the  first  place,  a 
great  scheme  of  patronage  and  of  power,  however 
it  may  be  intencled.  If  there  he  any  who  Ihirdc 
that  these  are  not  already  great  enough,  they  will, 
of  course,  on  that  account,  favor  the  ]iroject. 
Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  are  of  opinion  that 
the  patronage  is  already  sufficient,  if  corruptly  em- 
ployed, to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  elec- 
tions, and  to  endanger  the  balance  of  the  constitu- 
tion, will  be  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a  new 
corps  of  officers,  spread  o^'er  the  country  in  num- 
bers vvhich  cannot  be  defined,  with  new  powers, 
and  especially  with  the  money  power,  in  their 
hands.  Still  more  will  they  be  opposed  to  it,  v\  hen 
they  reflect  upon  the  iiecniiarly  corrupting  nature 
of  this  power.  It  is  represented  that  they  will  be 
fi-w  in  number.  So  they  will  be  at  first;  but  what 
limit  can  be  assigned  for  their  increase?  Besides, 
whether  few  or  many,  Ihe  whole  power  will  be 
lodged  with  them;  and  the  fewer  there  are  of  them, 
the  greater  will  be  each  one's  portion  of  that  power. 

If  the  plan  be  rigorously  ami  exactly  executed, 
the  surplus  in  the  Ireasrrry,  to  be  entirely  of  gold 
and  silver,  will  be  locked  up  from  circulation. 
The  people  will  have  no  benefit  from  it.    They 
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will  be  injured  by  it,  to  the  whole  extent  o(  the 
cost  of  accumulating  and  keeping  such  an  aniount 
of  inactive  capital.  The  cxpeiise  will  be  a  dead 
loss,  to  bo  borne  by  them. 

But  will  the  treasuie  b?  safe?  Tlii.s  is  another 
and  a  very  great  question.  The  minority  of  the 
committee  are  fully  convinced  that  it  will  not. 
Our  own  experience,  a  portion  of  which  has  been 
already  alluded  to,  corrobor,i4es  this  conviction. 
Other  instaiices  might  be  vouched.  A  melan- 
cholly  example  occurred  within  a  few  years  pa.st  iri 
one  of  the  states,  where  a  character  oi  established 
integrity  sunk  under  the  strength  of  the  tempta- 
tion of  S{ich  a  trust  a.s  is  here  proposed.  No  one 
can  seriously  bidieve  that  there  is  security  whi-re 
there  is  an  actual  touch  of  money,  with  only  a  dis- 
tant and  contingent  accountability.  Vaults  and 
safes  are  no  protection  ag.iinst  him  who  lias  the 
key.  Th?  Dutch  are  an  honest  ami  a  frugal  peo- 
ple, and,  withal,  very  exact  and  careful.  "Yet  the 
gold  and  silver  escaped  from  the  vaults  of  the 
bank  of  Amsterdam,  where  they  had  been  placed 
by  individuals,  to  be  testorcd  upon  demand. 
Though  called  a  bank,  that  institution  had  no 
function  but  to  safely  keep  the  money  intrusted  to 
its  charge,  and  to  return  it  w  hen  called  for;  and 
that  function  it  did  not  fulfil.  That  confidence 
for  a  long  time  maintained  the  credit  of  its  receipts. 
That  conlidence  was  found  to  have  been  misplaced, 
and  the  resort  has  since  been  to  a  bank  of  discount 
and  deposite.  No  method  of  security  or  accounta- 
bility, in  short,  has  hitherto  been  d'evi.sed,  which 
has  been  found  elltctual  and  adequate  in  such  a 
cr\si^  and,  as  the  nature  of  man  is  not  materially 
cliiiiged,  no  such  method  can  be  relied  upon.  Is 
aiiv  new  accountability  proposed,  of  better  pro- 
ini-i  -  An  occasional  examination  is  to  be  made  by 
cert.iin  other  executive  olficers.  As  against  the 
executive,  in  the  aggregate,  this  is  obviously  no 
security  at  all.  It  is  the  executive  examining  it- 
self. There  is  no  iindue  jealousy  indulged  in  be- 
lieving that  it  woulrl  bo  illusory.  Nor  can  much 
fiith  be  had  in  a  plan  whereby  one  officer  becomes 
the  examiner  of  the  conduct  of  another  officer.  If 
th.re  be  not  a  mutual  sympathy,  inclining  to  in- 
diilu'-ncp,  nor  a  natural  confidence,  quite  inconsis- 
tent with  a  strict  icrutiny,  yet  an  artful  man  will 
always  be  able,  knowing  when  and  by  whom  the 
examination  is  to  be  made,  so  to  prepare  for  it,  as 
tn  .hide  its  force  or  soften  its  rigor.  In  these  re- 
in ;';^  there  is  no  harsh  imput.-ilion  of  extraordi- 
II  II.  turpitude.  Self  ilcception  is  quite  as  com- 
11'  I.  if  not  much  more  so,  than  the  practice  of  de- 
ci  I  upon  others.  Men  begin  with  deceiving 
li;ri:. selves,  and  then  are  driven  to  falsehood  and 
c  ,i..>alment;  persuaded  all  the  time  that  they 
iiv  ui  no  harm,  and  that  things  will  come  right  in 
c.  end.  In  almost  all  cases  of  delinquencies  in 
trii-'s,  it  will  be  found  that  the  earliest  steps  are 
tal;-  11  under  this  sort  of  delusion.  If  they  are 
taki'ii  with  impunity,  they  lead  to  others,  ending 
at  I  ist  in  the  consuminalion  of  wrong  not  intended; 
aii'i,  only  when  it  is  too  late,  exhibiting  the  de- 
pi.uity  of  the  first  deviation.  The  scheme  now 
pii'iosed,  is  full  of  this  kind  of  temptation;  and 
wipieistobe  found  on  assurance  that  it  will  not 
w.iik  the  ordinary  results?  The  losses,  it  is  b-- 
li'-Mil,  must  be  great;  the  injury  to  morals  not  less, 
aiiil.  ,as  a  eonsequrncc,  a  rapid  degeneracy  from 
the  high  standard  hitherto  maintained  in  the  money 
cone  rns  of  the  govprnm' nt. 

These  are  some  o(  the  objections  to  the  plan  of  an 
ind,  pendent  treasury;  and,  without  going  into  oth- 
ers, which  would  extend  tlds  paper  to  an  inconve- 
nient length,  the  minority  of  the  committee  deem 
them  amply  sufficient,  if  duly  considered,  to  con- 
demn it. 

What,  then,  they  wouhl  .ask,  are  the  urgent  mo- 
tives for  its  adopfion?  What  are  the  evils  to  be 
avoided?  What  are  the  benefits  th-nt  are  promised? 
Whv  must  the  country  be  precipitated'  upon  a 
ine:isiire  to  which  it  has  not  assented,  but  has  man- 
if-led  a  strong  aversion?  Why  are  the  people  to 
b"  nulmarched  by  the  government,  and  a  strong 
position  gained  against  them,  from  which  they  may 
for  a  long  time  be  disobeyed  and  defied? 

Tlie  most  extraorilinary  of  all  the  seeming  argu- 
ments used  in  its  favor,  is,  that  it  is  already  in  ope- 
raiioii.  Accident  does  fomntiines  mock' the  wit 
of  man  by  producing  oi  disclosing  contrivances 
which  human  ingenuity  would  iiave  been  slow  to 
invent,  or  perhaps  would  never  have  invented.  It 
is  the  pjrt  of  wisdom  to  appropriate  and  emplov 
them,  when  they  thus  present  themselves.  But  the 
proofof  their  title  to  be  espoused  is,  not  that  they 
are  the  offspring  of  accident,  but  they  are  adapted 
to  a  good  useful  purpose.  It  is  precisely  here  that 
the  argument  fails.  It  is  true  that  experiments, 
intended  for  a  dirterent  elFert,  have  terminated  in 
throwing  the  currency  and  circulation  into  disorder. 
'  and  that,  in  the  confjsion,  the  treasury  has  found 


itself  where  it  now  is.  Is  that  condition  one  which 
recomuiends  itself,  by  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  ol 
the  people,  or  by  any  capacity  to  give  reliel  ?  If  it 
be.  let  It  be  adopted.  If  not,  let  it  be  rejected. — 
This  is  a  plain,  and,  Ibrtunately,  an  easy  test.  As 
this  state  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  government 
has  existed  since  May  last,  there  lias  been  time 
enough  for  it  to  nuinitest  its  healing  virtue,  and 
there  has  been  disease  enough  to  en. ploy  all  its 
j'ower  to  relieve.  What  relief,  then,  bus  it  admin- 
istered? Will  any  considerate  man  venture  to  say 
that  the  separation  of  the  ;;overiiment  Irom  the 
people  in  the  time  of  their  dislr.  ss,  and  the  re.sort 
to  a  hard-money  system  by  the  treasury,  has  done 
good?  Will  he  call  that  a  luipp'j  accident  w  Inch  has 
led  to  these  ellects?  To  the  minority  of  the  coin- 
mittee  it  appears  that  opposite  conclusion  would  be 
niucli  nearer  the  truth.  The  jiosition  taken  by  the 
treasury  (whether  excusable  or  not  upon  the  ground 
of  a  necessary  obeilience  to  law,  which  they  are 
not  ilisposid  to  discuss)  was  such  as  to  aggravate 
the  disorder,  and  so  continues.  Had  the  treasury 
come  nearer  to  the  people,  and  co-operated  with 
them,  instead  of  raising  the  value  of  coin,  as  has 
been  done,  there  would  have  been  a  better  prospect 
of  the  resumption  of  specie  pavnients  and  ol  the 
restoiation  ol  credit.  While  it  stands  out,  and 
inor'e  particularly  while  it  is  a  buyer  of  specie,  and 
in  open  hostility  with  the  banks,  no  one  can  see 
how  a  resumption  is  to  take  place,  unless  it  be  by 
a  contraction  of  issues  and  withdrawal  of  bank  pa- 
IM'i-,  ruinous  to  business  and  to  all  who  are  engaged 
in  it;  nor  how  a  r-esumption  is  to  bo  mairrtaineil,  if 
it  shoulil  take  place.  What  advantage  can  possibly 
accrue  from  legalizing  and  perpetuatirigsuch  a  sys- 
tem? Had  the  executive  government  confined  its 
request  to  a  sanction  by  congress  of  the  past,  such 
a  request  might  have  ileserved  consideration.  But 
it  is  too  much  to  ask  the  adoption,  as  a  system,  of 
what  has  been  any  thing  but  beneficent  in  its  ope- 
ration. 

In  speaking  of  a  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  as  a  thing  to  be  earnestly  desired,  the 
minority  of  the  committee  wish  to  be  understood  to 
mean  a  real  and  bona  fide  resumption,  and  not  one 
that  is  merely  colorable.  If  a  bank  issue  no  paper, 
or  pay  the  checks  upon  it  in  notes  of  other  banks 
which  do  not  pay  specie,  such  a  hank  is  not  a  spe- 
cie-paying bank  to  any  good  intent,  nor  does  it  con- 
tribute towards  the  restoration  of  the  currency.  To 
illustrate  this  matter,  let  us  take  the  instance  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  commonly  understood  to  be 
a  specie-paying  bank,  and  recognised  as  such  by 
the  government.  "When  a  member  of  congress  gets 
a  check  upon  that  bank  for  his  pay,  does  he  receive 
gold  anil  srivtr?  No.  Docs  he  receive  treasury 
notes?  No.  Does  he  everr  receive  notes  of  the 
Washington  Bank?  No.  he  docs  not.  The  Wash- 
ington Bank  pays  him.  in  w  hole  or  in  part,  with  the 
rrotes  of  the  Bar'ik  of  the  Metropolis,  or  the  Tatiiot- 
ic  Bank,  confessedly  nonspecie-jiaying  banks. — 
How  is  he  better  olf,  then,  than  if  he  had  received 
a  check,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  one  of  those 
banks?  or  what  beneficial  ilistrnetion  is  there  in 
reality  between  tliese  banks?  It  may  be  that  the 
Bank  of  Washington  charires  the  treasury  with  the 
whole  nominal  amount  paid,  ae  so  much  specie;  in 
which  case,  that  bank  makes  a  gain  of  lire  ditfer- 
ence  between  the  value  id'  the  specie  and  olllre  de- 
preciated paper;  birt  the  creditor  loses  it.  He  pays 
just  as  mrrch  as  it  worrld  cost  him  to  deal  with  a 
broker.  As  far  as  he  is  concerned,  the  only  difi'er- 
erice  is  this:  a  specie-paying  bank  is  one  which 
does  not  pay  specie;  a  non-spccie-paying  bank  is 
one  which  does  not  profess  to  pay  specie:  that  is 
the  whole  distinction.  The  extension  of  sirch  a 
scheme  throughout  all  the  nperaliorisof  the  govein- 
ment,  would,  upon  a  much  broader  scale,  come  to 
the  same  result.  The  ilebtor  would  be  required  to 
pay  specie;  the  creditor  would  be  nMiijed  to  take 
what  he  could  get.  The  profit  would  fall  to  the  \n\ 
of  some  intermediate  person — a  bank,  or  an  indi- 
vidual: and  what  would  be  gained  bv  the  rrnju-l 
sacrifice?  Would  it  lend  to  reslor."  lire  ciirrerrcv' 
Not  at  all,  but  the  very  reverse.  What  the  coun- 
try stands  in  need  of,  and  the  treasury  too,  is  a  gen- 
eral restoration;  one  weight  and  one  measrrr'e  for 
all;  so  that  every  man  may  have  his  dii"  willuul 
being  obliged  to  pay  for  it.  The  pinn  of  an  ind.-- 
pendent  treasury  is  opposed  to  this;  it  will  not  per- 
mit a  resumption  to  take  place,  nor  to  he  maintained 
if  it  shorrlH. 

Ifit  should  he  said,  that  what  is  staled  of  the 
Washington  Bank  occurs  brrt  partiallv,  cr  in  some 
instances,  and  is  ov\iiicto  particular  circumstances, 
the  answer  (if  true)  would  only  raise  a  new  objec- 
tion. This  very  partiality,  this  inequality  in  deal- 
ing with  creditors,  is /icr'.w  an  evil,  and  is  an  ag- 
jrav^tion  of  all  oth«r  evils.  Besides,  if  there  h.-  a 
profit  to  be  made  from  such  casualties,  (as  there 
w  ill  be)  doc5  not  every  one  perceive  that  this  profit 


will  be  an  inducement  to  inultijdy  them?  Sprtad 
the  scheme  over  the  whole  United  States,  and  at 
every  station  plant  along  w  ith  it  this  nrotive  lor  ir- 
regularity, partiality,  anil  abuse;  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble toaioid  believing  th,it  the  growth  will  every- 
where be  the  same.  The  odministrators  of  the 
revenue  will  have  an  interest  in  kee|)ing  rrp  the  dis- 
order in  the  currency,  as  a  source  of  piofit;  and 
they  will  have  the  power  ol  promoting  their  inter- 
est. Their  harvest  would  be  from  ilisorder.  lie- 
store  the  c  irreiicy — that  is,  the  general  currency — 
and  there  is  no  such  motive. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  feel  that  they 
have  already  transcended  the  limits  of  discussion, 
llie  subject  is  one  of  great  scope  and  of  vast  :  i.- 
porlance,  and  admits  of  much  more  to  be  said;  but, 
having  already  occirpied  so  much  time,  lliey  will 
hasten  to  a  conclusion,  only  noticing  two  or  three 
of  the  most  prominent  arguments  advanced  in  be- 
hall  ol  the  "independi-nt  treasury." 

The  fii'st  and  the  greatest  aigumenl,  repeated  in 
every  variety  of  form  by  the  luesidenl,  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  is,  that  there  has  been  on  undue 
multiplication  of  state  banks,  on  urrdue  irrcrea.se  of 
bank  capital  and  bank  issues,  a  redrrndant  circula- 
tion, ami,  as  a  consequence,  unlimited  speculation, 
terminating  in  commercial  revulsions,  and  exposiii"- 
us  to  violent  lluctuations.  " 

In  this  general  statement  there  are  two  ports,  i-n- 
titled  to  separate  consideration.  The  first  of  them, 
namely,  the  undue  increa.se  of  banks,  of  bank  cap- 
ital and  bank  issues,  is  one  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee are  not  inclined,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  dis- 
cus.s.  Let  it  be  conceded,  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  the  statement  is  correct;  then  comes  The 
inquiry,  (which  is  most  material.)  Is  this  an  ii, he- 
rent  vice  of  the  banking  system,  which  cannot,  by 
any  constitutional  means, 'bo  checked  or  rcstroiiud; 
or  has  it  been  occasioned  by  withholding  or  with- 
(hawiiig  a  practicable  regulation,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  administering  undue  stimulants? 

If  the  answer  be  that  it  is  an  inherent  and  inse- 
parable vice  of  the  bonking  system,  which  can 
neither  be  controlled  i.or  rcgr'ilated,  it  seen  s  to 
courrtenance  ti.e  conclrrsion,  that  the  cure  is  in  the 
destniction  ol  the  banks.  But,  however  positively 
this  conclusion  may  by  some  have  been  adopted  a's 
a  ground  of  recommendation  and  action,  the  public 
mind  has  always  resisted  it,  arrd  never  more  dc- 
cideilly  and  uriauimously  than  at  this  moment.  It 
was  perceived  at  orrce,  that  the  final  question,  in- 
volving so  much  misery,  was  happily  not  yet 
reached.  There  was  a  prior  one  to  be  considered: 
namely,  whether,  even  with  this  inherent  evil  ten- 
dency, (if  such  there  be,)  the  banking  .system  is 
not  better  than  any  thing  yet  proposed  in  i'ts  place? 
Banks  and  banking  have  been  much  discussed  and 
considered,  and  so  has  been  the  scheme  of  a  hard 
money  cirrrency  aird  an  independent  treasury.  The 
people  have  not  inclined  to  give  up  the  lorriier,  nor 
to  espouse  the  latter. 

But  it  is  very  material  further  to  ccnsidt  r.  whe- 
ther the  excesses  of  state  banks  have  not  been  oc- 
casioned by  acts  of  the  governmetrt  destroying  or 
refusing  an  adequate  regrrlation,  and,simrrllaneous- 
ly.  applying  stimulants.  As  long  as  there  remains 
a  ihiihl  riporr  this  question,  the  time  has  not  arrived 
Jor  consiilering  the  dreadful  alternative  of  destrov- 
ing  the  state  bonks.  There  is  much  more  than 
doubt.  Within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  a  very 
great  change  has  been  wrought  by  tiie  ixicrrtive, 
of  a  natrrre  to  remove  all  check  aii'd  control  and  at 
the  same  time  to  stimrrlate;  a  plethora  (belt  ad- 
mitted)  has  ensued.  The  bones,  and  the  muscle, 
and  the  nerves,  anil  the  sinews,  are  there,  but  the 
vessels  are  overloaded;  and  the  circrrlation.  first 
quickened  into  unwholesome  activity,  is  ehstrucled, 
or  bursts  from  its  proper  channels.'  The  cause  is 
sufficient  for  the  elfect,  and  the  cflVct  is  such  as  the 
cause  would  produce:  sound  philcsojdu'  would 
teach  us  Hint  they  ore  connected. 

But.  lurlher;  it  is  now  nearly  fidy  years  since  the 
government  went  into  operation  under  the  present 
constitution.  Diiriiij  lorty  years  there  was  a  na- 
tional bank;  between  the  first  and  the  lost  bank, 
there  was  an  interv.nl  of  aborrt  five  years;  and  since 
the  last  of  them  ceased  to  be  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment, there  have  passed  less  than  five  yeais. 
Durini;  the  whole  term  of  forty  year?,  tlure  w'as  no 
srrspension  of  specie  payments:  iir  each  of  the  pe- 
riods of  five  years  there  was:  and  in  each  of  these 
periods  the  suspension  followed  in  about  three 
years.  Here  is  a  striking  fact,  throwing  the  light 
oCiexperience  upon  our  money  ofloirs.  to  estobMsh 
tlivit  there  is  a  practicable  ond"  attainable  regulation, 
which  never  has  failed,  and  w  liich  never  has  hern 
■  lisnensed  with,  even  for  a  short  period,  without  a 
lailure  ensiiin;'. 

The  report  of  the  majoiiiy  assumes,  with  confi. 
dence,  that  if  the   Bank  of  the  Uniled    Slatej  had 
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been  continueil  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  and 
exposed  to  the  same  trial  as  the  deposite  banks  were, 
the  shock  to  commerce  wonlil  have  been  more  vio- 
lent, and  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenis  would 
have  occurred  at  an  earlier  period.  There  would 
be  o-reat  difficulty  in  discussing  a  question  as  to  what 
■would  or  would  not  have  happened  in  a  given  state 
of  things,  which  has  not  existed.  It  is,  at  best,  but 
conjecture;  and  the  minority  of  the  committee  can 
only  answer  it  by  the  fact,  that  a  suspension  never 
did  talte  place  during  the  existence  of  such  an  agent. 
But  the  hypothesis  of  the  majority,  to  which  the  mi- 
nority by  no  means  agre.;,  does  not  present  the  true 
question.  We  are  not  now  to  inquire  wliether  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  brought  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  obliged  the  state  banks  to  sus- 
pend in  May,  1837,  co;;ld  liave  avoided  the  catas- 
trophe. The  correct  inquiry,  and  the  material  one 
to  be  answered,  is,  whether  that  state  of  circum- 
stances could  have  occurred  if  the  agency  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  continued  with- 
out interruption.  No  one  can  believe  that  (he  his- 
tory of  the  event  is  concentrated  in  the  day  or  the 
month  when  it  occurred,  so  that  we  need  look  no 
further.  There  w'as  a  long  train  of  preparatory  oc- 
currences, a  mixing  of  the  ingredients,  a  combina- 
tion of  the  elements,  before  the  final  explosion;  and 
at  last  the  spark  fell,  as  if  by  accident,  but  really, 
though  un.lesignedly,  generated  i.i  the  process. — 
Now,  it  must  be  very  evident,  in  the  first  place,  that 
if  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
been  continued,  the  laboratory  itself,  in  which  the 
prepaiation  was  made,  would  never  have  had  a  be- 
ing; neither  would  the  materials.  In  that  case,  Ihe 
deposites  would  have  remained  where  they  were, 
and  would  not  have  gone  into  the  deposits  banks. — 
There  would  have  been  no  inducement  unreasona- 
bly to  multiply  state  banks,  or  to  increase  their  loans 
and  issues;  and  if  a  tendency  to  such  things  had  ap- 
peared, it  would  have  been  erti;ctually  hut  kindly 
checked  by  a  strong  and  friendly  hand.  There 
would  have  been  no  occasion  for  the  treasury  to  di- 
rect the  banks  to  give  facilities,  or  to  strengthen 
themselves,  or  otherwise  to  interfere  with  them. — 
There  would  have  been  no  such  accumulation  of 
public  treasure  in  the  state  banks  as  was  afterwards 
found  there.  There  would  have  been  no  such  trans- 
fer, as  it  may  be  admitted,  by  the  way  of  managing 
it  by  the  treasury,  produced  very  great  disturbance. 
There  would  have  been" no  undue  eilbrts  to  bring 
coin  into  the  country,  and  make  it  the  basis  ot  a  still 
further  increase  of  circulation.  If,  from  exjjansion 
by  the  banks,  there  grew  up  (as  has  been  alleged) 
over-trading,over-action,  over-impoitation,  and  over- 
production of  cotton,  as  its  natural  fruits  — in  a  word, 
a  scene  of  wild  speculation — it  must  be  clear  that,  if 
this  expansion  had  not  taken  place,  these  conse- 
quences would  not  have  ensued.  But,  further;  if 
the  root  of  this  expansion  itself  had  not  been  plant- 
ed, and  nourished,  too,  by  the  government,  there 
would  have  been  none  of  its  iniscliievons  growth. 
It  may  be  said,  in  addition,  that  there  vvouid  have 
been  no  such  speculation  in  public  lands  as  to  call 
forth  a  specie  circular  to  check  it.  There  would 
then  have  been  none  of  those  preparalory  steps 
which  finally  led  to  the  suspension;  and  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  believe  that  there  would  have  been  no 
suspension?  A  strong  institution,  well  administer- 
ed, with  its  finger  upon  the  pulse  of  currency  and 
exchanges,  Ibreign  and  domestic,  would  have  dis- 
cerned the  approach  of  danger,  and  guarded  against 
it.  The  great  crisis  in  England,  in  1825,  was  thus 
averted  from  the  United  States.  The  exertions,  at 
that  time,  of  the  president  of  the  hank,  have  been 
several  times  referred  to,  as  evidence  of  the  immi- 
nent peril  the  institution  was  in,  with  an  intimation 
that  a  little  more  pressure,  and  the  bank  must  have 
yielded.  This  is  not  doing  justice  either  to  the  bank 
or  its  president.  They  did  turn  off  the  fury  of  the 
storm  from  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  their 
measures  were  sufficient  lor  the  purpose.  That  they 
had  not  others,  and  stronger  ones,  in  reserve,  if  the 
occasion  had  called  for  them,  is  an  inference  that  is 
quite  gratuitous,  and  seems  to  be  unjust.  The  presi- 
dent had  scarcely  been  long  enough  in  command  of 
the  fine  vessel  intrusted  to  his  care,  even  to  under- 
stand her  trim,  and  still  less  to  know  all  the  sh'ials, 
and  currents,  and  .storms  of  the  difficult  navigation 
through  winch  he  was  to  conduct  her.  And  yet, 
with  a  gallantry  and  mastery  worthy  of  all  admira- 
tion, he  not  only  carried  her  sali-ly  through,  hut, 
with  her,  the  whole  fleet  of  state  institulions.  Not 
a  spar  was  sprung,  nor  a  rope-yarn  strained.  The 
crisis  of  lS3()-'7,  if  the  minority  of  the  committee 
be  right,  could  not  have  occurred,  if  Ihe  ineasv^es 
already  rt-'ferred  to  had  not  been  adopted;  and  h.  is 
therelore  im|ios3ible  to  answer  whether  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  its  former  strength,  could 
have  lived  through  it.  There  is  a  remark,  however, 
in  the  report  ot  the  majority,  which  throws  some 
light  upon  the  question.     The  hope  of  a  lesuinplion 


of  specie  payments,  if  not  destroyed,  is,  in  their  es- 
timation, weakened  by  the  unavoidable  want  of  har- 
mony among  the  state  banks.  This  is  no  new  re- 
mark. Great  efforts  were  made  by  the  treasury,  in 
the  former  suspension,  to  bring  the  banks  to  a  com- 
mon concerted  action;  but  they  were  made  in  vain. 
The  necessary  unity  could  only  be  effected  by  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  concurrent  operation  of  the  government  and  the 
bank.  Is  not  the  same  want  of  harmony  percepti- 
ble in  other  exigencies  requiring  the  union  of  coun- 
sel and  of  action? 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposition  we  have 
been  considering  deserves  also  some  attention.  It 
supposes  that  the  bunking  system  unavoidably  leads 
to  speculation,  to  fluctuations,  and  to  violent  rerid- 
sions.  This  sounds  very  plausibly,  but,  when  close- 
ly examined,  will  be  found  to  have  little  weight.— 
To  begin  wilh  the  first  of  these  magic  words — ma- 
sic,  in  the  hold  they  fake  upon  Ihe  feelings — is  it 
in  the  power  of  the  government,  let  it  be  asked,  to 
prevent  speculation,  except  by  the  exercise  of  an 
authority  incompatible  with  individual  freedom? 
Every  man  must  be  the  judge  in  his  own  concerns, 
and  will  be  so,  in  spite  of  all  governmental  exertions 
to  restrain  hiin,  as  the  fate  of  the  specie  circular 
proves.  After  he  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  it  is 
his  privilege  to  ruin  himself,  if  he  will,  and  to  in- 
jure others,  if  they  think  fit  to  trust  him.  He  may 
be  advised  and  counselled,  but  he  cannot  be  con- 
trolled. He  has  a  right  to  speculate,  if  he  so  incline. 
To  enterprise  there  is  no  restraint,  hut  rather  en- 
couragement; and  unfortunate  entei  prise  is  usually 
called  speculation.  There  is  a  further  very  serious 
difficulty  in  tlio  malter.  The  spring  of  enterprise 
and  speculation  is  not  within  the  knowledge,  and  not 
within  the  power,  of  governments.  If  it  were, 
would  Ihey  venture  to  lay  their  hands  upon  it?  Many 
a  poor  inventor  spends  his  last  dollar  at  the  patent 
office,  to  buy  a  patent  which  will  not  save  him  from 
starving;  yet  who  ever  thought  of  discouraging  in- 
ventive ingenuity?  Every  lawful  employment  ol 
the  human  faculties  is  of  the  same  nature,  and,  pur- 
sued with  the  same  view,  temling  to  excess,  from 
the  influence  of  feelings,  which  are,  nevcitheless, 
the  necessary  spur  to  exertion.  Take  thein  away, 
and  industry  is  at  an  end. 

Again,  as  far  as  rash  speculation  is  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  a  redundant  circulation,  has  government 
the  power,  or  ought  it  to  have  the  power,  to  check 
it?  In  other  words,  if  the  problem  be,  what  amount 
of  circulation  is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  society,  and  to  give  suitable  encouragement  to 
enterprise  and  industry,  without  begeiting  rash 
speculation,  is  government  able  to  solve  it,  or  ought 
government  to  be  intrusted  with  its  solution?  It  is 
jiist  as  easy  to  decide  upon  the  distribution — how 
much  is  required  for  a  slate,  a  county,  a  town,  or  an 
individual. 

But  much  is  said  about  revulsions  and  fluctuations, 
as  being  aggravated,  if  not  entirely  caused,  by  the 
banking  system,  or  credit  system.  This  is  a  hasty 
and  erroneous  conclusion.  A  currency  of  gold  and 
silver  will  no  more  protect  against  over-trading, 
speculation,  failures,  fluctuations,  and  revulsions, 
than  a  circulation  of  jiaper  or  credit.  Let  the  south 
sea  scheme  and  the  Mississippi  scheme  be  recollect- 
ed— the  one  in  a  nation  where  there  was  no  bank, 
and  the  other  in  a  nation  where  a  bank  had  been  hut 
recently  established — and  the  allegation  just  made 
must  be  at  once  assented  lo.  So  with  respect  to  in- 
dividual failures;  there  were  instances  v\liich,  in 
amount  and  exient,  quite  equal,  if  they  do  not  sur- 
pass, any  in  more  modern  times.  In  Canton,  loo, 
where  the  currency  is  silver,  and  there  is  no  bank, 
the  failure  of  a  Hong  merchant  has  been  no  unusual 
thing. 

As  to  fluctuations  in  price,  they  were  far  greater 
in  former  times,  when  there  was  nothing  deserving 
Ihe  name  of  commerce,  no  credit,  and  a  currency 
entirely  of  gold  and  silver,  than  they  now  are.  And 
they  were  infinitely  more  distressing;  for  they  lell 
directly,  and  with  all  their  weight,  upon  the  neces- 
saries of  lite.  From  a  table  compiled  by  Mr.  Jacob, 
ill  his  "inquiry  into  the  production  and  consumption 
of  the  precious  metals,"  it  appeans  that  Ihe  varia- 
tions ill  England  were  such  as  to  produce  intense 
siillering.  In  the  12lh  century,  the  price  of  wheat 
varied  from  2.s.  a  quarter  (money  of  that  lime)  to 
18s.  2d.  In  the  13th  cenliiry,  it  varied  from  Is.  6d. 
in  1213,  lo  11.  4s.  in  1257.  In  1238  it  rose  to  2/;  "a 
great  famine,"  .Tacob  says,  "when  many  people  were 
starved."  It  1270  it  rose  to  4l.  16s.;  "a  famine,"  it 
is  added,  "when  provisions  were  so  scarce  that  pa- 
rents did  eat  their  own  children,"  and  sometimes  was 
sold  at  6/.  8s.  In  1288  it  was  down  to  Is.  6d.;  and 
in  1289  to  Is.  4d.,  to  Is.,  and  lo  Srf.  In  1317  it  was 
at  21  -Is.  before  harvest,  and  after  harvest  at  14s.  In 
1557,  before  harvest,  the  price  was  2i.  13n.  4d.,  and 
after  harvest  os.  Mr.  Jacob  very  well  remarks,  that 
"Ihe  instances  of  the  variation  in  price.s   which  are 


recorded  in  former  times,  will  excite  surprise  in 
those  readers  who  have  not  paid  attenlion  to  the 
subject,  and  ought  to  make  lis  all  grateful  to  that 
providence  which  has  brought  us  into  life  in  a  period 
much  le.ss  exposed  to  suffering  than  that  in  which 
our  forefathers  lived." 

As  commerce  and  credit  have  grown,  the  comforts 
of  mankind  have  been,  in  the  same  proportion,  in- 
creased. Crime  and  disorder  have  diminished,  and 
the  condition  of  all  classes  of  society  has  been  im- 
proved, but  especially  of  the  laboriug  classes.  And 
hence,  also,  the  average  duration  of  life  is  greater 
than  it  was,  by  some  years.  A  summary  compari- 
son, collected  from  various  authors,  may  be  found  in 
McCiilloch's  statistics  of  the  British  empire. 

To  suppose,  then,  that  credit  is  an  evil,  and 
to  suppose  that  a  currency  entirely  of  gold  and  silver 
will  be  security  against  fluctuations,  is  a  great  mis- 
take. To  propo.4  to  legislate  and  to  act  upon  such 
a  supposition,  is  to  advise  a  retrograde  movement  to- 
wards barbarism  and  its  hideous  calamities.  It  can- 
not bo  necessary  to  argue  against  it.  We  ought 
rather  to  feel  grateful,  as  Mr.  Jacob  suggests,  that 
we  have  come  into  life  in  so  good  a  period,  and  , 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  civilization, 
commerce,  and  credit. 

The  minority  think  there  are  soiae  inaccuracies 
in  details  in  the  majority  report,  especially  as  to  the 
comparison  of  domestic  exchanges  in  1823  and  1837, 
and  the  alleged  losses  of  Ihe  government  by  the 
agency  of  the  banks,  which  they  intended  particu- 
lariy  to  notice.  But  they  have  idready  been  carried 
to  a  length  beyond  what  they  intended,  and  feel  it 
necessary  to  come  to  a  close.  As  lo  the  first  of 
these  points,  they  will  content  themselves  with  an- 
nexing a  table  made  up  from  the  best  authorities 
they  could  find.  As  to  the  olher,  (the  $1,254,424 
lost  by  state  banks,)  it  may  suffice  to  remark,  that 
the  loss  (whatever  it  was)  was  incurred  before  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  came  into  existence. 

In  conclusion,  the  minority  of  the  committee  have 
only  to  add  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole 
scheme  of  a  sub-lreasury,  or  independent  treasiirj', 
whichever  name  it  may  be  called  by,  as  fraught,  in 
their  best  judgment,  wilh  incalculable  mischief  to 
the  free  institutions  of  our  country,  and  Ihe  pros- 
perity of  the  people. 

John  Sf.egeant. 
John  Poi-e. 

I  do  not  concur  in  all  the  views  expressed  in  the 
above  report;  but  I  concur,  generally,  in  opinion 
with  the  other  members  of  Ihe  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  I  concur  entirely  with  them,  that  the 
proposed  measure  of  an  indejiendent  treasury  is 
fraught  wilh  incalculable  mischief  to  the  liee  insti- 
tutions of  our  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
Abr.vha.m   Rencher. 
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July, 

August, 

Scplcmber, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

Si  jiienibev. 


,  1825 
'  1837 
,  1825 
I  1837 
1 1825 
f  1837 
;  1825 
I  1837 
il825 
I  1837 


I  1837 
t  18-25 
I  1837 
k  1825 
}  1837 
S  1825 
\  1837 
5  1825 
)  1837 
S  1825 
J  1837 
tl825 
)1837 


York  and  ihe  following 


par. 

par  to  1-4  discount. 

IKir. 

l>ar  10  1-4  " 

|iar  to  1-2  " 

piirto  1-! 

jiar  to  1-2  " 

par  to  1-4  " 

|iar  to  1-2  " 

liar  10  3  4        " 

par. 

jiar  to  1 

l.ar. 

par  to  1 

par. 

3-1  to  1  1-4     " 

par. 

1  10  1  3-1 

par. 

1  1-4  lo  1  3-4   " 

par  to  1-2         " 

1  3-4  to  2  1-4   " 


rnii.ADELriiiA. 


,  1825 
I  1837 
,  1825 


(  1825 
)1837 
S  1825 
J  1837 

>  1837 
(  1825 
I  1837 
S  1825 
J  1837 


par  to  1-  i 

par  lo  1-1 

par  to  1-1 

par  to  1-1 

par  to  1-1 

par  to  1-4 

par  to  1-4 

r  to  1-! 


liscount. ' 


liartol-l 
par  to  1-4 
par  to  1-4 
par  to  1-4 
1-2  to  1 
par  to  1-4 
1-2  to  1 
p;ir  to  1-4 
3-1  lo  1  1-4 
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S  1825 

par  to  1-4  discount. 

Rates  of  exchange  at  New  York,  on  Ihe/oUowing  places. 

I  1837 

1  to  1  1-2 

3N   BOSTON. 

i  \8ij 

par  to  1--1        " 

.lanimrv, 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2  per  cent,  discoimi. 

>1837 

1  1-4  to  1  3-4    " 

Jaiiiiarv, 

1833 

1  1-2  lo  2  1-4 

ilSia 

1-4  to  1-2 

l-Vliruarv, 

182G 

par  lo  1-2 

I  1837 

1  1-2  to  2  1-2  " 

F.-I.ruar;-, 
.March,  ■ 

1s;h 
18-I-, 

1  1-2  lo  2  1-4 

BALTLMORE 

Man  1,  1  lo 

14 

,   ls3S 

3-1  1.)  2 

(  lSi5 
^1837 

|)ar  to  1-2  disfouni. 

-Vpiil, 
May, 

182r, 

i82e 

1-2 
1-2 

i  18-.'S 

1-4  to  1-2 

June, 

1826 

1-2 

)  1837 

par  to  1-2        " 

Julv, 

18--'G 

I  18-Jo 

1-4  lo   1-2 

.■\i.l-iisl. 

IS26 

1-2 

i  i8o7 

par  to  1-2 

.'^i  pinilicr, 

IS-JlJ 

\  18^3 

1-4  lo  1-2 

().-r,iliiT, 

Is-JC, 

1-2                              " 

I  1837 

par  to  1-2        " 

.Novciubcr, 

i82r> 

12 

S  is.'.'i 

1-1  lo  1-2 

Dccfnilicr, 

1825- 

-the  "list*"  for  Deecuiber,  1826, 

^  l>J7 

par  to  1-2        " 

11'^' 

1-4  :o  1-2 

o.\ 

rUII.AUELrillA. 

I  i.>J, 

1-2  to  1            " 

\  182:. 

1-4  to  1-2 

.Innuarv, 

i8'ir, 

1-1  1.1  1-2  per  cciil.  disc.iuni. 

^  l-<37 

1-2   ki    1              " 

.raiiuarv, 

1838 

I  1-4  to  2 

}  18-0 

1-4   to   1-2 

I'Vlnuarv, 

'I.H-26 

1-4  lo  1-2                 " 

w'^ 

3-4  to  1  1-2      " 

K-l.n.arv, 

18;h 

1  1  2  1.1  2  1-4 

^  \&:j 

1-1  to  1-2 

.March,  ■ 

IMUr, 

1-4  lo  1-2 

}  1S37 

3-4  to  2 

Mar.h   1  lo 

14 

1^3^ 

2  l.i  2  1-1 

i  1823 
}  1837 

* 

1-4  to  1-2 
1  lo  2 

^;^:- 

182i; 
1826 

1-4  M  1-2 
1-4  ;o  1-2 

j  1823 

l-l  lo  1-2         " 

.IilUC, 

18'J6 

1-1  lo  1-2                     " 

J  1837 

- 

1  1-4  lo  2 

.Illlv.' 

182G 

1-1  1.1  1-2                   " 

J  1825 

1-2    o  3-4 

.V.C'lISt, 

18JG 

1-4  lo  1-2                   " 

J  1837 

1  3-1  to  2 

S,  picmher, 
Dciul.cr, 

Is-JG 
1S-,'G 

1-1  1..  1-2 
1-1  1.1  1-2 

CHARLESTON 

.\..vci,.hcr, 

182G 

1-4  to  1-2 

t  1823 

Ucccmhcr, 
is  \\aiuiii'^ 

182G- 

-the  "hst"  for  December,   1826, 

^  1837 

2  1-2  to  3  discount. 

o.\ 

BALTLMORE. 

^  1825 

3-4  to  1  1-2      " 

>  1837 
k  1825 
>1837 
i  1825 

lis- 

2  1-2  lo  3 

3-4  to  1  1-4       " 

January, 
.laniiarV. 

I8-.'G 
183S 

1-4  io3-l  p.rceui.  discount. 
1  3.4  lo  2  3-4 

2  1-2  to  3         " 

F.l.riiaVv, 

1826 

1-2  lo  3-4                 " 

1  to  1  1-2         *' 
4  lo  3 

I'.-oroarv, 

183S 

1  3-4  10  2  1-2 

Manh,  ■ 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

5  wv- 

1  lo  1  1-2         " 

March  1  10 

14 

183S 

2  to  3                       " 

)  IsJ, 
I  1825 
)  1S37 

4  to  5                " 

.\pnl. 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

1  1-4  to  2          " 
4  lo  5 

Mav, 

.lunc. 

182G 
1826 

1-2  to  3-4 
1-2  to  3-4 

(  1825 

1  1-2  to  2          " 

.[ulv, 

1826 

1-2  to  1 

\  1837 

4  1.1  5                " 

Auyiisi, 

1826 

1-2  10  I 

1  1837 

- 

1  1-2  to  2  1-4  " 

4  lo  5 

rffi;;^-^' 

1826 
1826 

1-2  to  1 
1-2  lo  1 

^  1825 

)  1837 

1823 

1837 

1  1-2  to  3 

Novenilier, 

I82G 

1-2  to  1 

4  to  5                 " 

2  to  3 

2  1-2  to  4  1-2  " 

December, 

1826— the  "hsl"  for  December,  1826,  | 

; 

is  wanting 

1825 

. 

1  1-2  10  2  1-2  " 

o.v 

CHARLESTON. 

1837 
1825 
1837 

2  1-2  lo  4  1-2  " 

1  to  2  1-2 

2  to  2  1-2 

.lanuan', 
.lanaarv, 
February, 
Fi-hruarv, 

1826 
1838 
1826 
1838 

1  to  2         per  cent,  discount. 

2  to  2  1-2 
1  to  2 

3  1,1  3  1-2 

iAVANNAU. 

.\Iarch, " 

1826 

1  lo  2 

i  kvJ5 

Mar,-h  1  to 

14 

1.M38 

3  to  3  1-2 

I  1837 

2  1-2  to  3   discount. 

.Vpril, 

18-26 

1  t.i  2  1-2 

I  1825 

- 

1  1-4  to  3  1-3    " 

.Mav, 

I.H26 

2  to  2  1-2 

)  1837 

- 

2  1-2  to  3 

.luiie. 

1826 

2  lo  2  1-2 

t  1S23 

- 

1  1-2  to  3 

.luly. 

1826 

2  lo  3 

I  1837 

2  1-2  to  3 

Aiigiisi, 

1826 

2  10  3 

<  1825 

- 

2  1-2  10  3 

September, 

1826 

1  1-2  to  3 

I  1837 

4  to  5                " 

October, 

1826 

1  1-2  to  3  1-2 

J  ""i^e 

2  to  3 

November. 

1826 

1  to  2 

)  1837 

4  to  5 

December, 

1826— the  "list"  for  December,  1826.  1 

J  1823 

2  1-2  to  3  1-2  " 

is  wanting 

^  1837 

4  to  5                " 

ON 

SAVAN.VAH. 

S  1825 
1  i,-i37 

2  1-2  to  3  1-2  " 

4  to  5                 *' 

.Tamian-, 

1826 

2  1-2  lo  3  per  cent,  discouiu. 

i  1825 

3  to  3  1-2         " 

January, 

1838 

2  1-4  to  3  1-4 

1  1837 

4  to  5                " 

February, 

1826 

2  1-2  to  3 

i  1825 

3  to  3  1-2         " 

February, 

1838 

3  to  3  1-2 

[  1827 

4  10  5 

March,  ■ 

1326 

2  1-2  to  3 

3  10  3  1-2 

.March  1  to 

14, 

1838 

3  lo  9 

'  1837 

2  1-2  to  5         " 

Apnl, 

1826 

2  1-2  to  3 

i  1825 

3  to  3  1-2 

May, 

1826 

3  to  4 

1  1837 

2  1-2  to  3 

June, 

1826 

3  to  4 

1  18-23 

2  1-2  to  3  1-2   " 

July, 

1826 

3  1-2  to  4 

[1837 

- 

2  1-4  to  3 

Aiijtust, 
September, 

1826 
1826 

3  1-2  to  4 
2  1-2  to  4 

xrT\-   r.Dr  viv 

e.-tober, 

1826 

2  1-2  to  3  1-2 

<,  1825' 
I  1837 

November, 

1826 

2  1-2  to  3  1-2 

3  10  4          discount. 

December, 
is  wanting 

1326- 

-the  *'lisl"  for  December,  1826, 

\  1+25 
}  1837 

par  to  1-4  premium. 
3  10  4          discount. 

O.N    MOBILE.                                                       1 

^  1825 

par  to  1-4  prcmiuiu. 
3  to  4          discount. 

January, 

1826 

not  reported. 

^  1837 

January, 

1S3S 

5  1-2  to  7  per  cent,  discount. 

,  1825 

par  t.,  1-2         " 

February, 

1826 

not  reported. 

1  1337 

5  to  7                " 

February, 

1838 

7  1-2  lo  10  per  cent,  discount. 

;  1825 

1-2  to  1 

Mar.h,  ■ 

1826 

not  reported 

1  1837 

5  10  7 

.March  1  to 

H, 

1838 

12  to  14  per  cent,  discount. 

',  1825 

3-4  to  2 

April, 

1826 

n837 

7  to  10 

.}lay. 

1826 

;  1825 

1  1-2  to  2 

1826 

*  ly37 

11  to  12 

July,' 

1826 

1  1825 

2  to  2  1-2 

.V.i^'ust, 

1826 

1  1837 

10 

September, 

1326 

i  1825 

2  to  2  1-2 

October, 

1826 

!1837 

6  to  10 

November, 

1826 

V  1825 

2  to  2  1-2 

December, 

1826— the  "list"  for  December,  1826,  \ 

I  1837 

3  lo  6                " 

is  wanting 

1  1823 

2  lo  2  1-2 

o.v  N 

EW   ORLEANS. 

!  1837 

3  to  4 

|1825 

2  to  3 

January, 

1826 

2  to  3        per  cent,  discount. 

[1837 

2  to  3 

January, 

1838 

a  to  3  1-2            "            1 

February, 

1826 

2  to  3                discount. 

Fcbruiiri-, 

1838 

3  1-2  to  5 

March.' 

1826 

2  to  3 

.March  1  10  11 

183S 

4  1.1  6 

April, 

1.S26 

2  lo  3 

.May, 

ls-26 

2  to  3 

June, 

1826 

2  1.1  3 

July, 

H2G 

2  to  3 

AuVust 

ISJ6 

2  to  3                       " 

Seplenilicr, 

IS-JO 

2  to  3 

Ociobir, 

1826 

2  lo  3 

November, 

lM-26 

1  to  2 

Der-einbrr, 

1826- 

-ih<.  -hsi-'  for  December,  1826, 

|-1.\.  INNA-ri. 

January, 

18-,'6 

n.ii  rep..rled. 

.l:.:.uary. 

1.H38 

5  per  cent,  discount. 

FcbruaVv, 

1826 

noi  reported. 

F.bruarv, 

I83S 

5  p.-r  cent,  discount. 

March,  • 

18-26 

n.ii  reported. 

Miircb   1  lo  11 

l.s:w 

6  per  cent,  discount. 

April, 

lM-26 

May, 

1826 

June, 

182(3 

July, 

1826 

Au^'usl, 

1826 

Sipicmbcr, 

1.826 

OcMbcr, 

18-.'6 

November, 

1826 

December, 

1826- 

-the  "list"  for  December,  1826, 

is  wanting. 

The  above  are  derived  from  the  "Shipping  and  Com- 
nicrcial  List  ami  New  York  l^rices  Curieni,"  publish- 
ed twice  n  week  at  New  York. 

The  rales  given  above  are  the  higlicsl  and  the  lowest 
In  each  month.  The  greaicst  fluciiialiou  in  any  one 
nionlli,  is  in  the  rules  of  .March,  1838,  on  Savannab; 
thus:  March  3d,  3  per  cent,  discount;  .March  7i!i,  5  per 
cent,  ihscoiini;  .March  lOtli,  7  1-2  per  cent,  discount; 
:\Iarcli  Mill,  'J  per  cent,  discount. 


TWKNTY-FIFTII  CONGRF.SS. 

SECOND  SESSIO.V — SE.V.\TE. 

.//DiV  26.  Mr.  C/ay,  of  Ala.,  pre.<iented  a  reinon- 
straiice  sij^ned  by  a  deleijation  of  Cherokee  and 
Choctaw  Indians  from  Ihe  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
a^'ainst  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  >;overn- 
ment  west  of  the  Mississippi,  forwhich  a  bilinowin 
pi-oijress  in  the  senate  provides,  which  bill,  Mr. 
Clay  gave  notice,  he  should  move,  \vlien  it  should 
come  up,  to  lay  on  the  table  at  least  till  the  next 
stssion  of  con;:;ress. 

The  remonstrance  having  been  read,  a  debate 
ensued  between  Messrs.  Tiplon,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
H'/;i7c,  and  ^Vet'cr,- after  which  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[TIk'  remonstrance  and  debate  shall  have  a  place 
hereafter.] 

The  following,  among  other  business  of  minor 
importance  was  next  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wrifthl,  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  senate  resolution  in  relation  to  a  general 
remission  of  duties  on  railroad  iron. 

.-\lso,  of  two  memorials  from  the  chamber  of 
ommerce  in  New  York,  in  lavorof  a  warehousing 
system,  inasmuch  as  the  plan  proposed  by  that 
chamber  did  not  accord  with  the  views  of  the  com- 
nittee. 

Also,  of  a  senate  resolution,  in  regard  to  repay- 
ng  lo  merchants  of  Mobile  the  extravagant  fees 
paid  by  them  for  renewing  their  duly  bonds,  the 
committee  believing  that  they  could  not  recommend 
the  passage  of  a  law  on  this  subject,  unless  it  should 
be  general. 

lotion  of  Mr.  IVilliums,  the  committee  oik 
naval  aliairs  were  instructed  to  iinjuire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act  of 
March,  1837,  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Mr.  Bentun,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  pay  certain  volunteers  of 
"'issouri.     Read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill 
to  establish  a  board  of  commissioners  lo  hear  and 
examine  claims  against  the  United  States. 

The  discussion,  mainly  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  bill,  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Prenliss,  Bayard, 
Linn,  Hubbiiril,  Ti/ilon,  And  Bvchanan,  in  lavorof 
it;  and  by  Messrs.  Norvell,  Calhoun,  IVriglit,  and 
Morris,  in  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill  was  amended 

as  to  require  Ihe  commissioners  to  reside  at  the 

at  of  government,  and  also  to  give  them  anihority 
to  punisn  contempts  to  preserve  order  in  their  sit- 
tings. 

Mr.  Ti/ilon  moved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  each 
commissioner  from  .$3,000  to  §2, .500,  which  was 
briefly  debated  and  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mes-rs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ken.,  Lump- 
kin, Norvell,  Prentiss,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  White,  Young 
—12. 
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j\T  \YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun.  Clay,  ot  Alabama,  Cluylon,  Cuthberr, 
Huboard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mernck,  Morns, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Spence, 
Trotter,  Williams,  Wri-ht— 23.  , 

On  the  sus;"e5lion,  or  motion  of  Mr.  WnghL  an 
apparent  inc"misistency  in  the  bill  was  so  altered  as 
toinake  the  provision  authorizing  l!ie  summoning 
of  witnesses  general,  instead  of  its  being  contin- 
gent on  the  application  of  claimants. 

Two  or  three  other  small  amendments  were  made 
tn  make  the  parts  of  the  bill  correspond  with  pre- 
ceding amendments. 

Mr.  llenlon,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requir- 
ing that  no  member  of  congress,  or  delegate  of  a 
territory,  should  appear  before  the  board  as  agent, 
attorney,  or  advocate,  in  presenting  any  claim,  nor 
act  as  sucli  in  any  way  whatever. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  all  persons  holding  ol- 
fice  under  the  government  were  added;  and  the 
amendment,  so  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rugbies  moved  that  no  case  should  be  re- 
ferred to  tlus  board  which  had  already  been  favora- 
bly reported  on  in  congress.     Negatived. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  rdorris,  against  the 
bill,  and  by  Mr.  Hubbard  in  favor,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  the  following 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Al- 
abama, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbcrt,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Pierce.  Prentiss,  liives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Nor- 
vell,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smilli,  of  Connecticut,  Smith, 
of  Indian,  White,  Wright,  Young— 15. 

Mr.  Whife,  chairman  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  made  a  supplemental  re- 
port, relating  to  charges  made  against  him  by  an 
individual  (a  Dr.  Graham)  in  North  Carolina.  The 
report  was  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
accuser  was  confined  in  North  Carolina  for  debt, 
and  unable,  therefore,  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
committee. 

A  resolution  v.-as  appended  to  the  report,  dis- 
charg.ng  the  committee  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  all  matters  of  investigation  on  which  they 
had  not  been  before  reported. 

Mr.  While  said  he  should  not  move  lor  the  prin- 
ti.ig  of  the  report,  as  he  deemed  it  improper,  or  in- 
expedient under  the  circumstances. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

Jpril  27.  After  the  presentation  of  a  number  of 
petitions,  &.C.  the  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  com- 
missioners to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  otlier  house  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  tVhite,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
emi'^rant  and  other  Lidians  west  of  Missouri  and 
Ark'ansas,  [to  establish  an  Indian  territorial  govern- 

insn*]  , ,.  . 

Mr.  White  said  he  should  not  make  any  addilion- 
al  remarks  to  those  he  made  yesterday,  unless  the 
bill  should  be  opposed;  but  in  that  case  he  should 
feel  himself  called  on  to  say  something  more.  The 
administration  had  recommended  this  measure  in 
strong  terms,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  finally  acted 
on  no^w,  as  thesession  was  far  advanced.  He  would 
now  hear  with  pleasure  any  objection  that  might 
be  advanced  against  it. 

Mr.  Cliii/,  of  Aljbania,  said  he  had  not  yet  exT- 
amined  the  bill  as  fully  as  he  desired,  and  he  hoped 
the  senate  would  consent  to  let  it  lie  till  to-moriow. 

Mr.  White  said  he  was  naturally  disposed  to  com- 
jjly  with  this  request,  but  he  did  not  feel  that  it  was 
properly  a  matter  for  his  discretion.  Mr.  W.  went 
into  a  brief  history  of  the  events  which  had  at  last 
led  to  tills  measure,  and  he  urged  it  as  one  of  great 
'  importance,  both  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  se- 
veral tribes  of  whom  were  urgent  that  it  should  be 
carried  into  elfecl;  and  also  loi  the  protection  of  the 
white  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  Indians. 
If  the  senate  thought  proper  to  postpone  it  till  to- 
morrow he  should  now  make  no  further  objections. 

Mr.  Nnrnell  said  he  hoped  never  to  see  the  day 
when  an  Iiidian  or  a  negro  would  be  admitted  on 
the  floor  of  congress.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
from  the  hill  the  provision  for  a  delegate  from  the 
proposed  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  I.inn  said  he  thought  the  senator  had  mista- 
ken the  nature  of  that  provision;  the  delegate  would 
not  he  entitled  to  a  seal  in  congress. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  understood  it;  hut  this  would 
be  the  entering  wedge  to  somelhing  more. 

Mr.  Linn  i,-iuarkd  thai  it  \v,is  one  great  ohjecl 
of  tlip  hill  In  !nak^'  Hie  Indian".  Ihin'<  Ih"  |n'ivileg" 
offered  by  the  bill  a  matter  of  conseqiiciice.  II  was 
really  the  most  effectual  measure  that  couid  be  de- 


vised for  the  protection  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and 
Wisconsin,  against  any  hostility  on  the  part  ol  these 
Indians;  audit  was  also  the  best  if  not  the  only  | 
measure  to  civilize  the  Indians,  and  save  them  from 
destruction.  Mr.  L.  thought  it  would  be  an  impor- 
tant incidental  benefit  of  tiie  bill  to  give  the  Indians 
the  hope  of  honorable  office;  it  would  hold  out  to 
ambitious  men  the  inducement  to  elevate  their  cha- 
racters, and  would,  in  some  measure,  take  the  place 
of  their  warlike  propensities.  Represented  here 
by  a  delegate  or  agent  would  also  be  a  means  ol 
holding  them  the  more  strongly  to  the  United  Slates. 
In  confirmation  of  these  views,  Mr.  Linn  read  a 
portion  of  the  memoiial  on  this  subject  from  the 
legislature  of  Missouri.  Mr.  L.  also  urged,  that 
these  Indians  had  now  got  to  the  jiimpiiig-olf  place, 
and  now,  if  ever,  was  the  time  to  save  them. 

Mr.  Lump/till  gave  a  succinct  history  of  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  proceedings  touching  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Indians  and  the  United  States,  and  he 
urged  with  much  earnestness  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  pro])Osed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  now  looked  at 
the  bill,  and  he  was  happy  to  perceive  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  obnoxious  point,  it  was  peculiarly 
guarded,  so  that  the  remonstrants  had  no  right  to 
object  to  it.  Mr.  C.  here  read  from  Ihe  bill  the 
provision  that  it  should  not  be  binding  on  any  In- 
dians, unless  they  consented  to  it  by  their  tribe  in 
council,  or  by  their  delegates.  Mr.  C.  was  not 
aware  of  anv  other  objection  to  the  bill.  As  to  the 
objeclion  of  the  senator  from  Michigan,  Mr.  C.  dif- 
fered from  him,  and  argued  that  if  was  better  in 
point,  both  of  economy  and  of  attaining  the  requi- 
site inlbrmation,  to  have  a  single  delegate  instead 
of  the  delegations,  whose  expenses  were  now  nsii- 
allv  borne  by  the  government.  The  expectation  of 
having  such  a  delegate  had  also  been  heretofore 
held  o'ut  by  the  government  to  Ihe  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  Norvell  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as 
to  strike  out  "delegate"  to  receive  the  same  pay  as 
members  of  congress;  and  insert  agent,  and  also  to 
strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  (the  preamble) 
which  assigns  as  reasons  for  the  passage  of  the  bill 
that  it  would  tend  to  civilize  and  otherwise  benefit 
the  Indians,  and  bind  them  more  closely  to  the  go- 
vernment and  the  coiintr)'. 

Mr.  Allen  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  this  amendment,  and  against  the  wole  bill,  espe- 
cially as  a  measure  designed  and  calculated  to  raise 
up  and  s'rengthen  a  people  who  are  ournatural  ene- 
mies, and  thus  to  work  mischief  to  ourselvs,  and 
still  more  to  our  decendants. 

Mr.  White   advocated    the    bill    at    considerable 
length  as  a  measure  salutaiy  and  highly  important. 
IMr.  Smith,  of  la  ,  also  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Suu// briefly  urged  the  propriety  of  retaining 
the  name  of  f/t'/cg'rt/e, 'inasmuch  as  the  dill'erencc 
was  only  in  name,  anrl  Ihe  government  had  stipula- 
ted wit'h  tlie  Indians  for  a  delegate;  and  he  also 
thought  it  better  to  leave  the  compensation  to  be 
lixeil  hereafter. 

Mr.  Dnuis  spok  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  urged  the 
propriety  and  obligation  resting  on  us  of  treafing 
the  Indians  with  courtesy,  liberalily,  and  humanity. 
Mr.  Ni7es  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  principle  of  letting  the  In- 
dians alone  to  take  care  of  themselves,  affording 
them  only  protection. 

Mr.  NorvcU's  ameiidiurnt  was  lost  as  follows; 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,   of  Alabama,    Hubbud,    King, 
Morris,    Niles,  Norvell,   Pierce,   Smith,    of    Con., 
Trotter,  Wright,  Young— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Ciilhbert,  Din  is,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lvon,  Moiiton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Presto.., 
Rives, 'Roane,  Robinson.  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smilli, 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  White,  Wil- 
liams—24. 

Mr.  Hubbard  renewed  a  portion  of  Mr,  Norvell's 
motion,  namely,  to  strikeout  tlie  preamble  assign- 
ing the  reasons  for  passing  the  bill.  Negatived 
uillioiit  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sct.'.'er,  the  name  of  "Neosho" 
was  given  lo  Ihe  proposid  territory. 

Mr.  Linn  spoke  in  reply  to' Mr.  Allen,  and 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crillentleri  moved  to  provide  for  a  compen- 
sation of  g2  a  day  to  the  members  ol  the  Indian 
councils, in  addition  to  llicir  exiienscs;  and  he  spoke 
bri.'tly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

After  a  sharp  o[iposilion  from  Mr.  iS%s,  and  a 
suggestion  by  Mr.  While,  that  it  might  disalfect  the 
nei'^hboring  Indians  tliis  au.endinent  was  with- 
drawn 

Mr.  King  moved  to  ani.'nd  the  bill  by  .setting 
apart  all  the  country  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
north  of  Missouri  river,  and  north  and  west  of  the 


state  of  Missouri,  as  Indian  territory,  to  be  secured 
to  them  forever. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  King  and  Sevier, 
in  favor  of  this  amendment,  and  by  Messrs.  If/iion 
and /.inn,  adverse  to  it,  without  faking  any  ques- 
tion, the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

April  311.  JMr.  Claij,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said 
he  had  received  and  had  been  requested  to  present 
a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  benevolent  indi- 
viduals, and  printed  by  them,  petitions  similar  to 
which,  and  signed  by  a  vast  number,  had  been  re- 
ceived' by  the  other  house,  praying  that,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  our  dlHiculties  with  Mexico,  an  amica- 
ble arbitration  might  be  employed. 

The  petition  also  recommended  earnestly  the 
propriety  of  the  establishment  of  an  international 
congress;  or  tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  arise  between  nations,  thus  avoiding 
the  calamities  of  war.  The  petitioners  had  for  a  long 
ime  held  this  object  in  view,  and  had  addressed  se- 
veral legislative  bodies  on  the  subject;  and  Mr.  C. 
understood  that  the  respectable  Massachusetts  le- 
gislature had  given  countenance  and  encourage- 
lent  to  the  object. 

Mr.  C.  was  glad  to  find  by  the  morning  papers 
that  one  of  the  objects  of  these  petitioners,  namely, 
the  reference  of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico  to  an 
arbitration,  had  been  lately  arcnmiilished.  With 
respect  to  the  other  and  greater  and  more  compre- 
hensive object  of  the  petitioners,  all  must  admire 
and  shaie  in  the  philanthrophy  which  suggested 
such  a  measure,  and  must  wish  if  to  be  finally  ac- 
complished, if  it  be  praciicable.  The  pelitioners 
were  desirous  that  this  country  should  take  the  ini- 
tiative in  adopting  it;  and  whether  it  should  be  done 
or  not,  all  must  do  justice  to  the  motives  of  the  pe- 
titioners; and  Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt  that  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  ditficullies  between  nations  mi-jht  be 
found  capable  of  a  satisfaciory  adjustment  without 
a  resort  to  v\  ar. 

The  improvements  in  the  use  of  steam,  by  bring- 
ing together  nations  that  were  distant  from  each 
other,  by  means  of  railroads  and  other  intercommu- 
nications, would  soon  render  it  impossible  that  one 
nation  shouldgoto  war  with  another  without  injur- 
ing Ihe  business,  and  detracting  from  the  prosperi- 
ty'of  all;  this  at  no  distant  period  would  lessen  if 
not  entirely  prevent  the  recurrence  of  war.  But 
whether  it  was  possible  or  not  that  such  a  tribunal 
as  was  now  asked  for  should  be  established,  remain- 
ed yet  to  be  seen.  It  had  been  suggested  or  pro- 
posed by  some  philosopliers,  among  whom  was  our 
own  Franklin,  and  also  by  some  enlightened  mon- 
archs:  Henry  the  fourth  of  France  suggested  the 
idea;  and  at  all  events  the  senate  would  con- 
cur with  IMr.  C.  in  sharing  in  the  ieelings  and  ap- 
proving the  motives  with  which  this  inoposition 
was  presented. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  memorial  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  print,  d.  _ 

Mr.  Clay  said,  while   he   was   up,  he   wished  io  ' 
make  an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  j 
on  finance.    Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  con 
currencc  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  that  commit-  . 
tee  that  we  had   now  arrived  at  a  very  important 
moment  in  the  monetary  afiairs    of   the  country,  I 
Some  of  the  banks  in  Boston  and  New  York  had  t 
resumed  specie  payments,  and  others  would  proba- 
bly follow  this  good  examiile  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days;  and  Mr.  C.  hoped  that  it   would  be  generally 
done,  at  least  as  far  as  Ihe  banks  were  able;  though 
he  was  aware  that  some  of  them  were  not  prepared. 
Mr.  C.  wished,  therefore,  to  ascertain  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  finance  whether  there  was 
before  that  cominittee,  or  whether  the  executive  had 
any  intention  lo  bring  forward  any  measure  of  any 
description  other  than  that  which  now  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble in  the  other  house,  with  a  view  to  aid,  strength- 
en, and  encourage  the  banks  in  the  resumption  and 
continiKince  of  specie  payments.     Iflherewasno 
intention  in  the  cominiflce  or  the  executive  branch 
of  the  government  to  do  any  thing  on  this  sniijcct, 
thus  leaving  the  banks  to  go  on  unaided  in  this 
o|)eration,  it  might  be  the  duly  of  others  to  suggest 
some  measure  for  this  desirable  purpose. 

Mr.  Wright  said  Iherc  was  nothing  on  the  subject 
before  the  "committee  which  had  not  I  een  rL-ferred 
to  thein  bv  the  senate,  anil  of  that  tl  ere  was  no- 
thing on  which  they  had  not  already  reporled.  As 
to  wliat  the  executive  was  doing,  or  inten.h'd  todo,' 
Mr.  W.  was  as  ignorant  as  the  senator  from  Ken-i 
lucky,  and  he  had  nothing  to  say  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cla:i6jU\.  that  being  the  state  of  the  case, 
that,  as  far  as  the  honorable  chairman  knew  on  the 
subject,  neither  the  committee  on  finance  nor  Ihel 
executive  design  to  bring  forward  any  measure,  he' 
would  now  offer  Ihe  follow  ing  joint  resolution:  . 
'■Rcsolveit  by  the  senate  ami  house  r,f  reprcifntalives 
of  the  United  States  in  congress  assemble.!.  That  no 
disciimination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  c 
medium  of  payment  in  the  several  branches 


ed.  That  noi 
currency  or'iM 
uches  ol  the   : 
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public  revenue,  or  in  il^'bts  or  dues  to  the  ^overn- 
ineiit;  ami  lliiit,  uulil  otherwise  orilurnl  by  con- 
gress, the  notes  ol  souiul  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal  currency  ol"  the 
United  States,  under  suitable  restrictions,  to  be 
tortlnvilh  prescribed  an<l  prouinlgatcd  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  shall  be  received  in  payment 
ol'ihe  revenue  and  oldi'btsand  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  shall  be  subsequently  disbursed,  in  a 
course  ol  public  expenditure,  to  all  public  creditors 
who  are  willing  to  receive  thein  " 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  wished  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  to  a  single  point, 
namely,  whether  the  r.solution  ought  not  to  be  re- 
stricted in  its  operation  to  banks  in  the  viiiciiiity  of 
the  places  whore  the  revenue  was  to  be  received. 

-Mr.  Cliiij  said  he  did  not  enter  into  details  in 
drawing  the  resolution;  this  point  would  come  up 
when  they  should  consider  it.  But  if  the  senator 
had  more  fully  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution, he  would  have  seen  that  it  provided  that  the 
notes  were  not  required  by  it  to  be  received  with- 
out limitation,  but  under  such  suitable  regulations 
as  should  be  published  and  promulgated  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  This  discretion  in  the  se- 
cretary ol  the  treasury  would  be  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  all  cases;  but  this  subject  would  of  course 
come  up  when  they  should  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gruadij  was  understood  to  sny  that  he  had 
merely  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  senator 
to  this  point,  that  he  might  consider  whether  the 
resolution  shouici  not  be  so  worded  as  to  give  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  express  power  on  this 
point. 

The  resolution  was  now  read,  anJ  oulcred  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Dicis  presented  a  petition  IVoin  citizens  of 
Candor,  iNew  Vork,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
belief  that  the  lute  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians was  unantliorised,  and  that  it  wi>uld  be  op- 
pressive for  the  government  to  enforce  it.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a  remonstrance  from  134 
men  and  77  wo, nen  against  the  admission  of  any 
new  state  into  t.'ie  union.  Also,  Iro.n  13'J  men  and 
84  wojien,  against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Motions  to  receive  se- 
verally laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wriilil  presented  a  pelition  against  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Coliunbia,  from 
citizens  of  Litclifield,  N.  Y.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ATi/iEr  presented  a  petition  from  Joshua  Ken- 
nedy;  and  Mr.  Rioes  from  another  individual.  Re- 
iVrred. 

On  inotioM  of  j\lr.  Prentisf,  the  committee  on 
public  lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  coini- 
iieration  of  the  petition  cf  the  trustees  of  Allegha- 
ny college,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  grant  of  a 
towns  lip  of  land;  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Education  society,  praying  for  a 
grunt  of  land  to  each  of  the  colleges  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  psiition  of  the  corporation  of  South 
Hanover  collegi'.  Imliana,  praying  lor  the  donation 
of  a  tract  of  I  md  in  aid  of  that  inslitiitiou. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  tlie  states 
and  iiicorporated  companies  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  ro.vJs  -ind  canals  the  righl  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  L'jon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  giving 
states  anri  compiui.'s  the  pre-emption  ri.;ht  to  tlie 
sections  of  the  public  lauds  through  svhich  their 
roach  .ind  canals  might  run,  at  .$'1  2j  per  acre. 

After  a  sharp  opposition  to  this  a;ueiidinent  bv 
Messis.  D.tvis,  Linn,  King,  Ti/iton,  and  C'lui/,  of 
Alabama,  c'.iiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  erabarras.sing 
a  Very  important  in/asnre,  it  was  witliilrawn  by  the 
mover.  Mr.  King  moved  to  allow  a  width  of  200 
feet  for  the  roads,  &.c.  authorised  by  the  hill.  Mr. 
Dfivii  said  experience  at  llie  north  had  shown  that 
80  feet  was  amply  sufficient,  and  if  more  were  al- 
io .ved,  it  would  remain  covert-d  with  brush  and 
rubbish,  and  di.ifijure,  rather  than  add  any  oriia- 
tneiil  to  the  country.  Mr.  King  stated  that  some 
southern  trees  wer:?  80  feet  below  the  limbs,  and 
that  therefore  the  fall  of  a  single  tree  across  a  road 
of  that  widlh  miiht  obstruct  it  enlir.dy 

The  widlh  of  2iiil  feet  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Z,eVi«,  tile  provision?  of  the  bill 
were  extended  to  companies  incorporated  by  the 
territories,  as  well  as  by  the  stales. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  piovide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  King's  amendment. 
to  set  apart  as  Indian  territory,  to  be  secured  to 
thein  forever,  all  the  public  lands  to  which  the  lu- 
Uian  title  had  not  already  been  extinguished,  east  of 


tlie  Rocky  mountains,  north  of  Missouri  river,  noith 
and  wist  of  the  slate  of  Missouri,  and  wejt  of  the 
Mississippi  river — 

Mr.  Lnmpkin  spoke  at  length  in  oppusilion  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  King  expressed  his  regret  at  the  prospect  that 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail,  and  argued  at 
some  length  in  its- favor,  chully  on  the  gioundof 
maintaining  a  suitable  balance  between  the  north 
and  the  south. 

The  debate  (to  be  given  hereafler)  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  Si'vifr,  Ctithoun,  and  Kinix,  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  by  Messrs.  l\)ton,  Linn, 
Swift,  Davis,  .Southarit,  ToiiHg,  and  HVii/e,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  ol  the  bill. 

Tlie  objection  to  the  amendinent  most  insisted  on 
was  that  it  would  embarrass  and  weaken  a  general 
measure  of  very  great  importance. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  us  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabiima, 
Fulton,  King,  Merrick,  ftlouton,  Kicholas,  Preston, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Speiice  —  II. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clav,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crilleiidcn,  Culhbert,  Davis, 
Grundy,  liubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Ro- 
binson, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge.  Tipton,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 3:!. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  exjiressive 
of  much  doubt  in  regard"  to  this  measure,  and  of  a 
preference  that  it  should  be  postponed  to  the  next 
session,  and  by  Messrs.  Lumjikin  and  White  in  fa- 
vor of  its  imineiliate  adopticMi, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  by  the  folluu  ing  vote  : 

YEAS— iMessrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clny,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cr'iUenden,  Ciithberl,  D.ivis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  liubbard.  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Moiitou,  Nicho- 
las, Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robliins,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Southard,  Sjience,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young, 
33, 

N,\YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Niles,  Norvell— 6. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  hi?  desire  that, 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  the  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  him  this  morning,  for  the  r.-cep- 
tion  of  bank  notes  in  payment  of  revenue,  should 
be  made  the  special  onler  for  ilay  after  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  King  objecting,  this  object  was 
not  attained. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Matj  1.  But  little  business  was  transact' d  in  tlie 
senate  to-day.  that  body  having  adjo'irn.-d  at  an 
early  hour. 

Ma<j  2.  .\fter  the  reception  of  some  petilions 
and  resolutions,  (to  be  noticed  h-reaKer.)  anri  pass- 
iuLT  the  bills  ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  .Monday, 
the  senate  took  up,  on  his  motion,  Mr.  Clan's  cur- 
rency' resolution. 

The  resol  ition  having  been  read  a  second  time, 
.Mr,  liVigA/ imved  that  it   be    refern-d  to  the  roin- 
iiiillee  oil    fnianee.     This  motion  led  to  aii  aniciat- 
eil  debale,  which  lasted  till  4  o'clock.     The   refer- 
ence was  advocated  by   Messrs.    Wright.   Calhoun, 
BphIo'k  Niks,  Buchanan,  and  King,  on  Ihe  ground 
of  usaenin  regard  to  all  propositio.ns  of  iinijorlance 
originating  with  indivi.iiial-  members,  anil  also  f.>r  j 
the  purpose   of  ascertainini  how    f.ir   it   might  or 
might  not  conflict  with  existing  laws,  &e  ;  and  it] 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Claij,  Davis,  Preston,  and 
Tipton,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolution,  h.ing  free 
from  details,  diil   not  r.'qiiire  a  reference;  that  the 
reference  proposed  was  lo  a  committee   liostile  to 
(he  resolution;  that    it    wo;ild    produce    delay;  and  j 
that  the  object,  as  discloseil  by  the  debate,  was  only  ! 
(o  give  the  commiltee  an  opporiunily  to   make  an  ' 
aro-uinent  ajainst  it  in   the  sliap.-  of  a  report,  kc.  ' 
Sec.     [The  debate   will  b-  i.'iv,  n  hereafter.]     The 
qucslion  on  the   nderence  being  at  length  taken, 
was  carried  in  the  a.'lirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

yE.\S Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun.  Clav.  of  Alabama,  Cnlhbnrt,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard'.  King.  Linn,  Lumpkin,  I,you 
Morris,  Nicholas.  Niles,  .Vorvell,  Pierce.  Ro.iiie, 
Robinson.  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trolter, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wriihl,  Younj— '28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clav.  of  KentiicUv.  Clavlon, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Kiiiiiiit.  Merrick.  Preiiliss.  Prrs- 
ton.  Rives.  Robbins,  Riiisles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Speiice,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White— 19. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    BF.PRESF.NT.VTIVES. 

Frirlai/.  Jpril  27.  A  messaee  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  partial  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  21st 


ultimo,  transmitting  copies  of  all  corrcspondi  nee 
between  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  and 
the  government  of  Mexico,  and  of  all  iiislnictiuns 
giviui  to  our  minister  at  Ihe  court  of  Mexico,  •'iiice 
Ihe  late  Mixican  treaty. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Ihe  com- 
missioner of  public  buildings,  in  obedience  lo  a 
resoluliDii  of  the  house,  Iransniitling  copies  of  all 
the  contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year,  I8;J7,  wilh 
the  names  of  the  applicants  for  said  contracts,  and 
the  amount  of  their  respective  bids. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, transmitting  the  inlormalion  called  for  by  the 
house  on  Ihe  Kith  inslani,  in  relation  to  a  claim 
against  Samuel  B.  Crockett,  late  poslmasler  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  Anthony  Crockett  and  T.  P. 
Blair,  his  sureties. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  resolutions  of  Ihe  corpo- 
ration of  Philadelphia,  leqiiesling  the  delegation 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  congress  to  aid  in 
obtaining  the  passage  of  a  law  to  establish  a  dry- 
doik  at  the  navy  yard,  Philarlelphia. 

The  reports  of  the  committee  upon  Ihe  late  duel, 
being  the  unfinished  business  was  resumed,  and  Ihe 
clerk  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  Ihe  testimony  ta- 
ken b.fore,  and  reported  by,  the  select  committee. 

After  the  testimony  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Il'isf  asked  to'bave  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee (being  a  pail  of  the  report)  read,  which  was 
ordered;  and  the  journal  was  accordingly  read  bv 
the  clerk.  ^  ' 

The  reading  was  concluded  at  half  past  2  o'clock. 

The  reading  of  the  reports,  I'vidence.  and  iournal| 
having  been  completed,  the  debate  on  the  pendin-' 
motion  to  print  and  lo  postpone  was  resuimd  by 
Mr.  Tourcy,  and  continued  by  Messrs.  Grerinetl, 
liariilcn.  Elmore,  Wise,  (J'uves,  Johnson,  ol  Muty'- 
land,  and  Robertson,  who  had  not  concluded  his  re- 
marks, when,  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Menefee,  (lo  whom 
he  gave  way,)  Ihe  house  adjourned. 

Saturilay,  Jlpril  28.  Mr.  Robinson,  a  member 
elect  from  Maine,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Xoyes  presented  certain  do- 
ciinicnls  IVom  the  goverinnent  of  the  slate  of  Maine, 
inrelalion  lo  the  northeastern  boundary;  which 
were  referred  to  the  comilleeon  foreign  allairs. 

The  senate's  bill,  eslablishing  &  board  of  com- 
missioners to  examine  and  esKiblish  claims  against 
the  United  Slates,  was  n  ad  twice,  and  relerrcd  lo 
the  committee  of  chums. 

The  house  then  proceeded  lo  the  unfinished  bu- 
sin.'ss,  beingtheconsideralionol  thereportsfrom  Ihe 
duel  commiltee  and  Ihe  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.Toucey,  chairman  of  Ihe  select  committee  to 
postpone  Ihe  consideration  of  the  report  lir  two 
weeks,  and,  in  Ihe  mean  while,  lo  print  it,  with  the 
amendment  mov.  d  by  Mr.  Robertson,  to  refer  it  lo 
a  committee  of  privilegi'S,  to  rtijorl  the  jiiopcr 
course  for  the  house  to  pursue, 

Mr.  Riihcrtson  resumed  his  speech  in  oppo.-ilion 
to  the  postponement  and  printing,  arid  in  siipjnrtof 
the  proposiiion  he  had  moved. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stat.hj,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, on  Ihe  same  side  of  Ihe  question.  He  op- 
posed Ihe  postponement,  and  advocated  Mr.  Adams' 
plan  of  recommitment  of  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tions to  state  only  the  facts  of  Ihe  case. 

Mr.  Naylor,  spoke  earnestly  in  condemnation  of 
the  course  of  Ihe  committee,  as  having  transcended 
their  powers  and  violated  the  constitution,  and 
being  worthy  of  Ihe  censure  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bronison  r<  plied,  and  vindicjted  (he  commit- 
tee's coi:rs.'. 

Mr.  Toucey  wished  to  have  a  correction  made  in 
the  journal  of  the  committee:  atid.  while  up,  re- 
spor.ded  lo  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanley. 

Mr.  ir/se  warmly  rcmoii.-tratc  d  against  the  least 
alteration  of  tlie  e  inmillee's  journal  or  report,  as 
it  nearly  concerned  his  reputation,  and  ini"ht  not 
be  changed  in  a  letter  or  a  point. 

Mr.  Stanly  rejoined  with  some  severity  to  the 
.-emarks  of  i\Ir.  Toucey. 

I\lr.  lioon  maile  .some  remarks,  saying,  amon" 
other  things,  that  the  Potlowatlomie  psalm  book 
might  as  well  be  quoted  lo  liiin  as  Jelferson's 
maniiel.whin  it  was  against  all  trnlh  and  juslice, 

Mr.  W.  Cok/  .Johnson  went  at  large  into  an  ex- 
aniinalion  of  the  commitlee's  n  poit,  on  which  he 
passed  very  decided  censure.  During  his  speech 
several  explanatory  slateinenis  and  brief  replies 
were  made  by  Mr.  Toucey  and  J\Ir.  Granlland.  and 
he  was  several  limes  checked  by  (he  chair  lor 
loiiching  on  the  merits  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  an  appeal  to  bolh  sides  of 
Ihe  house  on  the  delay  of  the  public  business,  which 
he  said  must  be  sacrificed  if  this  trial  should  pro- 
ce.d. 

Mr.  Menefee  commenced  a  speech  of  much  oiri- 
mation,  warmly  remonslraling  against  Ihe  idea  ll  at 
alter  having  collected  tcslimony,  and  published  it 
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to  the  world,  tlie  membprs  implicated  were  to  be 
denied  a  fair  and  open  trial  by  the  house.  He  iiad 
proceeded  soine  time,  when  he  yielded  to  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Bell  for  an  adjournment. 

On  thi.s  motion  Mr".  Ctis/iman  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  the  motion  was  negatived:  Yeas  76, 
nays  96.  Mr.  Mallory  then  moved  a  call  of  tlie 
house;  and  on  this  motion  Mr.  Jenifer  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  wherenpon, 

Mr.  Polts  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn;  which 
prevailing-,  the  hou-'-e  adjourned  about  half-past 
three  o'clock. 

Monday,  ./Ipril  30.  Joliii  P.  Kennedy,  member 
elect  from  Maryland,  was  announced  by  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Jenifer,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat. 

By  leave  several  petitions  were  presented,  and 
the  followirg  resolutions  olfered  and  adopted: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gluscock, 

Krsolted,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vest- 
ins;  the  appointment  of  librarian  in  this  house,  and 
of  uniting  the  office  with  that  of  keeper  of  public 
documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  co^^mullicate  to  this  house  copies 
of  all  correspondence  and  communications  wdiich 
have  passed  between  this  and  any  foreign  govern- 
ment, and  the  officers  or  agents  thereof,  relating  to 
the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United 
States:  also,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  paupers  into 
the  United  States:  provided  such  communications 
are  not  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  Prentiss,  of  New  York, 
Davee,  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  successively 
asked  leave  to  present  resolutions  and  petitions. 
Refused. 

Messrs.  Birdsall  and  Maury  had  leave  to  present 
memorials. 

Mr.  Ciillioun,  of  Massachusetts,  made  an  effort 
to  take  up.  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers. 

Mr.  Cambrdeng  objected. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose 
(requiring  a  vote  of  two-thirds)  was  lost. 
Tlie  reports  on  the  duel  subject. 

This  subject,  being  the  special  oider,  came  up, 
and  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Mencfce. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  M.  had  finished  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Pickens  rose,  an  1  said  he  hail  voted  lor  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  under  which  this  in- 
vestigation had  proceeded,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
to  the  mover,  who  was  the  friend  and  classmate  of 
the  deceased;  and  he  should  do  the  same  on  the  re- 
quest of  any  gentleman.  But,  considering  the 
jiressirig  state  of  public  affairs,  the  important  ques- 
tions impending  over  this  house,  the-  extent  to 
which  this  discussion  has  been  and  may  be  carried, 
and  his  own  decideil  opposition  to  any  resolutions 
of  censure  or  expulsion,  he  should  move  to  hy  the 
wdiole  subject  on  the  table,  nor  should  any  solici- 
tations, from  any  quarter,  induce  him  to  vvitlidraiv 
his  proposition.  And  on  this  motion  Mr.  P.  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Graves  rose,  and  e.xpresseii  the  earnest  hope 
that  the  member  from  South  Carolina  would  not 
thus  interpose  to  prevent  his  being  heard  on  this 
question  before  it  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Wise  followed  vvilh  the  same  request,  ap- 
pealing to  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Pickens,  and  to  his 
justice  as  a  member  of  that  house,  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  Mr.  Pickens  said  he  was  very  sorry  that 
he  could  not  comply  with  these  requests.  He  would 
do  it  with  much  pleasure,  but  he  could  not,  con- 
scientiously. 

The  Yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered.  Mr. 
Cushine  asked  a  call  of  the  house;  which  was  or- 
dered unanimously.  The  call  proceeded,  and  197 
members  were  ascertained  to  be  )iresent. 

Mr.  Legare  moved  to  suspend  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call.  Ordered.  Mr.  Garland,  of 
La.,  asked  if,  provided  this  motion  prevail,  the  re- 
ports, &.C.  would  appear  among  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  on  the  printed  journal  of  the  house? 
The  Speaker  responded  in  the  negative  Mr.  M. 
Morris  desired  to  know  whether  the  senate  bill  re- 
ferred to  that  committee  would  be  included  in  this 
rnolion.'  The  Speaker  responded  in  the  negative. 
Messrs.  Robinson,  of  Maine,  and  Kennedy,  of  Ma- 
ryland, (new  members.)  were,  upon  request,  ex- 
cused liom  voting  on  this  question.  Mr.  Elmore 
asked  leave  to  be  excused  also.  Refused.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  begged  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Mr.  Wise 
said  it  would  be  useless  to  lay  this  question  on  the 
table.  He  .should  deinand  it,  as  his  privilege,  to 
be  fried  at  the  bar  upon  this  accusation.    The  mo- 


tion of  Mr.  Pickens  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 
yeas  28,  nays  167. 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  was  still  going  on 
at  a  late  hour;  which  we  shall  notice  hereafter. 

Tuesday,  May  I.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting  information  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  16th  inst.  relating  to  the  selection  of 
sites  for  military  posts  on  the  western  frontier  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  ( 'a niAi'f/cng  presented  a  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  stating  the  condition 
of  the  treasury  on  the  Sfllh  iilt.  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  amo\int  of  available  means  was  about 
900,000  dollars,  being,  as  Mr.  C.  stated,  about 
600,000  less  than  the  amount  stated  in  a  previous 
communication  from  the  secretary,  of  the  2Sd  nit. 
Mr.  (Vs  object  in  submitting  the  communication, 
was  to  show  the  house  the  urgent  necessity  of  a 
speedy  action  on  the  financial  measure  which  had 
been  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  reduction  of  the  revenue  was  owing  exclu- 
sively to  the  premature  redemption  of  the  treasury 
notes  authorised  to  be  issued  under  the  act  of  Octo- 
ber last. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communication: 
Treasury  Department,  Jpril  30,  1838. 

I  transmit  for  the   information  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  the  enclosed  statement,  marked 
A.,  showing  the  condition  of  the   treasury  on  this 
day,  as  to  its  available  resources. 
I  remain,  very  respectlidly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambrelcng, 

C.  C.  ways  and  means,  house  of  rep's. 
A. 
Amount  of  treasury  notes  issueil  up  to  April  28th, 

inclusive,    per    treasurer's   state- 
ment          $9,423,959  31 

Will  probably  be  issued  30  April  135,000  00 


9,5.58,959  31 
.$10,000,000  00 


Not  issued  on  the  1st  of  Mav,  '38, 

about         -.--■-  441,040  69 

Treasury  notes  received  lor  dulies,  lands,  and  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  per 
returns  received  at  thij  office  up  to  the  30th 
April,  '38,  about  -  -  -  #5, 150,000  00 
Other  funds  available  and  subject  to  draft,  (deduc- 
ting §400,000  in  the  mint,  ^'590,000  treasury 
funds,)  about  (less  than)  .$500,000  oi) 

A  ntimber  of  resolutions  of  enquiry  were  offered 
after  which  the  house  resumed  the  unfitiished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  consideration  of  a  i 
tion  to  recommit  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  late  duel,  with  ijistruc- 
tions  to  report  only  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  dis- 
charging iliem  from  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  from  the  various 
petitions  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

The  immediate  question  was  on  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Duncan  to  amend  the  instructions  by  striking  out 
the  words  "a  paper  purporting  to  b.-^  the,"  [report 
of  the  committee,]  which  he  considered  as  reflect- 
ing on  the  committee. 

M.T.  Mams,  (who  had  moved  the  instructions,) 
after  some  explanations  justifying  the  use  of  those 
words,  consented  to  withdraw  them,  and  modified 
his  motion  accordingly.  Mr.  Reed  complained  of 
misrepresentation  in  the  papers  as  though  he  had 
opposed  the  inquiry  at  the  outset,  though  he  had 
voted  lor  it,  and  deprecating  a  similar  misrepresen- 
tation of  his  vote  in  the  present  case  as  evincing  a 
desire  to  siippress  the  testimony,  which  he  dis- 
claimed, and.  on  the  contrary,  avowed  his  desire 
that  it  should  all  appear,  but  at  the  proper  time. 
Mr.  Jlfcrccr  demanded  that  the  question  on  the  in- 
structions be  divided,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the 
first  part  of  them  separately.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  first  part  of  the  instructions,  but  opposed  to  the 
fatter.  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  instructions,  which  he  witlidrew 
on  explanations  from  the  chair. 

After  sundry  questions  and  replies  in  relation  to 
questions  of  order,  and  the  effect  of  the  instructions, 
Mr.  Thomas  expressed  his  hope  that  the  house 
would  clearly  indicate  its  wish  as  to  what  the  com- 
mittee should  do  before  it  sent  the  repoit  back, and, 
as  a  test  of  the  opinion  of  the  house  on  this  head, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions, which  propose  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  question  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  Sie. 
Mr.  Elmore,  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  this 
motion,  as  tending  to  relieve  his  mind  from  embar- 
rassment. Mr.  Pelrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Adams  opposed  the  motion,  as  tending  rather  to 


perplex  the  committee  than  to  relieve  it  from  em- 
barrassment. Mr.  May  moved  an  adjournment, 
(on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the  house.)  On  this 
motion,  Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas 
nays.  Mr.  Rives  suggested  that,  if  the  house  should 
adjourn,  the  amendments,  instructions,  &c.  might 
be  printed,  so  that  the  house  might  more  clearly 
understand  them.  The  question  was  taken  on  ad- 
journment, and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  7, 
nays  156.  The  question  was  then  takeri  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  strike  out  the  latter  part 
of  the  instructions,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows:     Yeas  96,  nays  68. 

So  the  house  refused,  in  effect,  to  discharge  the 
committee  from  further  proceedings  on  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  Mr.  Rariden  now  moved  an 
ainendmendmenf,  by  way  of  substitute  for  Mr. 
Mams'  proposition  of  amendment,  that  the  com- 
mittee re-arrange  their  journal,  so  as  to  show,  in  a 
connected  series,  the  questions  put,  the  answers 
given,  and  wdiat  questions  were  rejected.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Touccy  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Ra)  iden  consented  to  wittidraw  this  amend- 
ment for  the  present,  in  order  to  offer  it  at  a  subse- 
quent stage,  after  the  question  of  recommitment 
should  have  been  settled. 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  to  Mr.  Rariden  to  amend 
his  motion,  when  maile,  by  adding  to  the  instruc- 
tions that  the  committee  report  a  bill  to  prevent 
duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Elmore  stated  that  the  senate  bill  on  that 
subject  had  been  considered  in  the  committee,  and 
amendments  proposed  to  it,  and  was  ready  to  be 
reported.  Mr.  Toucey  said  he  had  the  bill  on  his 
table  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  it  when  in  order. 
Mr.  Mams  commented  with  severity  on  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  committee's  proceedings,  in  not  no- 
ticing this  bill  on  their  journal;  wdiich  was  the 
principal  thing  prayed  for  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
memorials  referred  to  them.  Mr.  A.  then  accepted 
Mr.  Rariden's  motion  instructing  the  committee  to 
re-arrange  their  journal.  &c.,  with  the  addition 
proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  to  instruct  the  couimit- 
tee  to  report  a  bill  against  duelling  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  own  motion.  The  question  now,  there- 
fore, was  on  adopting  this  instruction. 

Mr.  Toucey  defended  the  commitlee.  Their 
journal  applied  only  to  the  investigaficm  of  the 
causes  and  circumstances  of  the  duel.  This  bill 
was  a  separate  matter,  and  there  was  no  propriety 
in  mentioning  it  upon  their  journal.  Mr.  Elmore 
explained  what  the  committee  had  done  in  relation 
to  the  senate's  bill.  Mr.  Legare  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  Mr.  Adams  should  have  accepted  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Mercer;  it  only  went  to  complicate 
the  question,  and  to  propose  a  measure  which  must 
be  practically  inefficient  in  supjiressing  the  evil  it 
aimed  at.  IVIr.  Thomas  opposed  the  instructions  as 
modified. 

Mr.  Bell  then  addiessed  the  house,  and  was  de- 
sirous of  entering  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
regulaiity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee, 
and  the  power  of  the  house  in  the  premises;  but, 
after  many  explanations  touching  the  question  of, 
order,  the  chair  persisted  in  the  opinion  that  if  was 
not  in  order  in  the  debate  on  the  motion  for  in- 
structions, to  go  into  those  questions;  and  Mr.  B., 
reserved  his  remarks  for  a  futiiie  stage  of  debate,    j 

Mr.  Chambers  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the 
instructions,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
glanced,  with  no  little  severity,  at  the  manner  in 
which  evidence  had  been  taken  in  the  committee. 
The  house,  however,  being  nearly  empty,  (owing, 
as  was  understood,  to  the  horse  races  on  the  neigh- 
boring course,)  he  moved  an  adjournment.  He 
withdrew  the  motion,  however,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  who  moved  a  re-consid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  fhe  house  had  rejected 
the  latter  branch  of  Mr.  Adams'  instructions,  dis-1 
charging  the  committee  from  the  consideration  ofi 
the  question  of  breach  of  privilege,  and  from  the 
memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  duel. 

Mr.  Boon  suggesting  that  there  was  no  quorum 
present.  Alter  some  conlusion,  the  chair  counted^ 
the  house,  and  reported  that  105  members  only 
were  within  fhe  bar. 

There  being,  therefore,  no  quorum — 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a  call  of  the  house.  He  ob- 
served that  as  the  religious  services  of  the  day  were 
probably  nearly  over,  the  house  might  expect  those 
who  had  been  attending  upon  them  soon  to  return  to 
the  public  business.  i 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  an  adjournment. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeasv' 
and  naj's;  which,  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows 
— Yeas  60,  nays  68.  A  quorum  thus  appearing  to 
be  present —  1 

Mr.  Adams  withdrew  his  motion;  but,  under-* 
standing  that  the  question  on  reconsideration  mustj 
be  taken  immediately,  he  renewed  it.  Mr.  McKen-\ 
nan  moved  an  adjournment;  but  withdrew  the  mo-; 
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tion  on  request  of  Mr.  Toiiceij,  who,  by  unuuimuu.'j 
consent  ol  the  house,  rcporteii  the  senutc's  bill  lor 
the  suppression  oC  duelling  within  the  District  ot 
Coluuihia,  with  ainen'luients,  and  it  was  relerred  to 
a  cornniilteo  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Air.  CamAcc/fnif  address- 
ed the  house,  uiaking  some  inquiiies  about  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider;  when  Mr.  McKcnnan  renewed 
his  motion  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Mums  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  McKeunan  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. iMr.  i'cU  proposed  that  the  pre.>ent  subject 
should  be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  and  that  the 
house,  meanwhile,  take  up  the  army  bill.  Mr. 
Graham,  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  YcU  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  thereupon  taken,  and  resulted  in  the  altirnia- 
tive — Yeas  78,  nays  56.  So  the  house,  at  three 
o'clock,  adjourned. 

iVeJiiesiluii,  May  2.  By  leave,  Messrs.  Pelrikin 
and  ]i'illnims.  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  each  a 
petition,  which  was,  in  each  case,  referred. 

The  unliaished  business  was  then  resumed. 
The  question  was  that  raised  by  Mr.  S.  Williams 
yesterday,  to  reeonsid.-r  the  vote  whereby  the  in- 
structions moved  by  Mr.  Adams  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  stricken  out  from  the  motion  to 
recommit. 

M.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  movfd  a  call  of 
the  house.  Ordered.  One  huridred  and  forty 
members  answered  to  their  names.  The  names  ol 
the  absentees  were  then  called;  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  members  were  found  to  be  present. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  suspend  further  pro- 
ceediuijs  under  the  call.  Mr.  Il'ise  hoped  a  full 
bench  of  judsjes  would  be  had  belore  deciding  this 
question. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  lost.  The  doors 
were  closed,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees  were 
called  over. 

The  members  following  vi-ere  excused,  for  rea- 
sons given  by  gentlemen  present: 

Messrs.  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Chaney, 
Evans,  Fillmore,  Grennell,  Clowiiey,  Garland,  of 
Virginia,  Jackson,  of  Xew  York,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  of  Ohio,  Maxwell,  Palmer,  S.  VV. 
Morris,  Philips,  Plummer,  Potter,  Rives,  Shetfer, 
Sheplor,  Snyder,  Toland,  Thompson,  Vail,  Turney, 
J.  L.  Williams,  and  Whittlesey,  of  Con. 

Pending  the  call,  Mr.  Daviea,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  to  suspend  all  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Ciishinun  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Re- 
fused. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Davies  was  lost,  and  the  call 
of  absentees  was  proceeded  in,  and  was  nearlj'  ii- 
nished,  when  Mr.  Reed  moved  to  excuse  all  the  ab- 
sentees, as  every  ki:i<l  of  excuse  seemed  to  be  ac- 
cepted. A  successlul  motion  was  then  made  to  sus- 
pend the  call,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  mem- 
bers were  found  to  be  present.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
consideration. He  believed  the  vote,  striking  out 
the  second  branch  of  the  instructions,  was  given 
without  misapprehension  as  to  the  etfect.  He  was 
not  himself  under  any  misapprehension.  He  be- 
lieved the  second  branch  of  the  instruction  to  have 
been  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  tlie  object  which 
appeared  to  be  intended  by  it  was  liillv  attained  by 
the  first  branch,  which  instructs  the  committee  lo 
report  the  evidence,  journal,  5ic.  on/y.  A  report, 
according  to  and  under  this  instruction,  will  be  a 
full  performance  of  the  duty  originally  imposed 
upon  the  coinuiittee  as  well  in  relation  to  the  in- 
quiry whether  tliere  has  bien  a  breach  of  privileges 
as  to  other  facts.  When  they  have  laken  and  re- 
ported the  evidence  respecting  a  breach  ofprivilege, 
according  to  H\-  instructionsof  the  house,  they  will 
liave  fuKilled  the  duty  of  inquiry  as  to  that.  But 
he  also  thought  that  the  second  branch,  if  retained, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  real  intention  of  the 
house.  .\  part  of  the  evidence  wiilch  the  house 
intends  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  would 
be  evidence  taken  with  a  view  to  the  inquiry  as 
to  breach  of  privilege.  By  ilischarging  the  com- 
mittee from  that  branch  of  the  inquiry,  the  authori- 
ty for  taking  an<l  reporting  such  evidence,  and  the 
foundation  on  which  it  rested,  would  be  removed. 
He  was  against  impairing  the  original  resolutions 
appointing  the  committee.  Therefor.;  he  had  voted 
for  striking  out  the  second  branch  of  them,  and  was 
against  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mercer  took  the  ground  that  the  committee 
were  fundi  officio  now  that  they  had  reported  on  all 
the  points  referred  to  them;  and  w.iuld  be  bound 
only  by  any  further  instructions  that  might  be  gi- 
ven them. 

Mr.  Pope  thought  not.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee had  not  been  yet  received;  and  it  was  ))ro- 
posed  to  return  their  report  to  thein.  The  original 
resolutions  would  therefore  be  in  full  force  unless 
altered  or  rescinded. 


Mr.  Tl/cAVjiiinn  said  that  it  Has  his  intention, 
when  in  order  to  present  an  amendment  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  Irom  Massachusetts, 
which  he  hoped  would  challenge  the  approbation 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  house,  and  would  put  a 
termination  to  Ibis  protracted  discussion.  He  asked 
that  it  might  be  read  for  information.  It  was  as 
follows: 

I.  Jitfoliid,  That  llic  repor(  of  ihe  conimilte  raised 
by  ilie  rouh.i.ciii  of  Ihe  VWili  F.bruaiv,  1N38,  and  llie 
lAidmeeand  ..ilierpiijiers  w  liicli  ace'unip:iny  said  re- 
p.Tl,  he  rceoiuiiurcd  lo  the  eoinniiliee  wiili  inslrue- 
uoiis  lo  npori  noilung  inoiv  ihan  ihe  evidence  by  iliem 
luken,  and  such  pan  of  ilie  journal  as  will  show  liie 
evulenee  whii-li  may  have  been  oIlL-red  bv  aiiv  pnrlv 
and  e.veKiiie.l  by  ihe  cumniinee. 

•2.  ]{i'suliTil,  That  in  coiisideraiion  that  this  house 
has  uui  hereiol'ore  pmcoeded  against  any  one  concerned 
111  the  iiunifrous  duels  wliicTi  have  occurred  on  nc- 
eL.iint  ot  Wiirds  s|)oken  in  dehale,  it  niav  no:  aiipe:;r 
just  10 pursue  ihe  p;u IKS  nnplieiued  in  iU.»  iuf-lunee, 
unlil  nouee  shall  1.,-  yivia  iliai  ihis  house  desii/ns  lo 
maiiiuiiu  us  piivilen.s  iii  like  eases;  and  ihal  ihe  omis- 
sion 111  this  uisuinee  lo  enforce  ihe  undoubled  ri^his 
and  diuii  s  nt  iliis  house  may  not  heriafier  be  cuii.sid- 
ered  a.-s  a  preeedcni,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  eluil- 
leiit-e  ol  a  ineiiiher  of  ihis  house  for  words  sjiukeu  in 
debale  is  a  violalioii  of  ii.s  privileges;  and  whenever 
herealier  any  such  breach  of  privilege  .shall  !«■ 
hrouylit  lo  ihe  noiiee  of  the  house  by  one  of  ii.s  mem- 
bers, II  \m!I,  in  ihi- jiidgnieiil  of  this  house,  be  ils  duly 
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u,  iv..M«i,(/,  Thai  ihe  committee  be  diseharued  from 
the  luriher  uunsideralion  of  the  rcsolulion  and  hk  nio- 
rials  to  iheiii  relerred,  except  as  ordered  by  ihe  lirsl 
reso'ution. 

Mr.  .■Idams,  obtained  the  floor  before  the  propo- 
sition was  oifered;aiid,  afler  he  closed  his  remarks, 
Mr.  McKcnnan  said  that  in  giving  notice  of  the 
amendment  be  wished  to  oli'er  lie  hid  hoped  that 
the  house  would  be  able  to  meet  on  some  middle 
ground,  and  put  an  end  to  this  unpleasant  allair  in 
a  satislacloiy  manner  without  further  discussion, 
and  without  doing  injustice.  He  had  not  the 
slightest  wish  to  embarrass  the  proceeding,  or  to 
w  ideii  the  door  of  discussion.  The  subject  on  the 
preliminary  question  had  been,  he  thought,  dis- 
cussed long  enough  in  all  conscience,  and  he  did 
not  want  to  protract  it.  The  gentleman  iiom  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  others,  seemed  to  think  that  his 
proposition,  if  offered,  would  open  the  subject  to 
debate  in  all  its  bearings,  and  its  wiilest  range;  and, 
as  it  was  not  his  wish  lo  embarrass  or  to  delay  the 
action  of  the  house,  he  would  not,  at  lliis  lime, 
persist  in  ollering  his  amendment. 

The  question  (lien  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  .■\.d.iins  to  recommit  the  report  Hi;h  inslruc- 
lions.  The  debale  was  continued  by  Messrs..  AA/ms, 
Tfiunicis,  and  Hoon,  (whose  observations  will  be 
given  herealier.)  Mr.  Murrtiy  moved  to  lav  the 
v\'hole  subject  on  the  table.  Mr.  Putta  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  the 
motion  lo  lay  on  the  table  was  nrgtilivcd  by  the 
Ibllowig  vote:  Yeas  47,  nays  121.  "The  qiieslion 
then  recurred  on  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams'  molirui  to 
reconsider  tlie  vote  on  striking  out  part  of  the  pio- 
posed  instructions;  and  the  debate  was  further  ron- 
tinued  by  Mr.  Elmore,  (whce  remarks  will  be 
given  herealter.)  The  question  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  v-  as  decided  as  lollows:  Yeas  82,  nays  90. 

So,  the  house  refused  to  reconsider;  and  llie'qiies- 
tion  recurred  U])on  sirikiogoul  the  other  part  ol  the 
instruclions,  viz.  to  arrange  the  journal,  and  to  re- 
port without  comments  or  ar.;ument3.  Which 
j)roposition  was  negali>jed  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  82,  nays  9.3.  The  question  recurred  iTpon  Ihe 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  i\Ir.  Flclrl'- 
er,  of  Vt.,  renewed  ins  motion  of  yesterday,  as 
an  amendment,  with  regard  to  the  reference  of  the 
petitions  and  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
duel  to  th-- select  committee;  and  on  this  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordereil.  Mr.  F.  moved  an 
amendment,  refrring,  also,  to  the  cominiltee  nil 
Ihe  petitions  upon  the  subject  ol  Ihe  late  duel, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon.  Mr.  Sladc 
moved  an  amendment  to  t.'iis  amendment,  which 
dill  not  prevail.  After  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  and  in  opposition  thereto,  by 
Messrs.  .-Jdams  and  Slade,  the  amendment  was  de- 
cided as  follows— Yeas  SJ,  nays  86.  So  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Fletcher  was  adopted.  Mr.  Loomis 
moved  an  amendment,  the  etfect  of  which  is  lo 
give  to  the  coininiKi'e  instructions  to  re|)ort  argu- 
ments and  comments  on  the  breach  ol  privileire. 
This  motion  was  disciiss'-d  by  Messrs.  Lnomis, 
Naylor,  and  Legarc.  Mr.  Fairfield  called  for  and 
obtained  the  yeas  and  navs  on  the  amendment. — 
Mr.  Legate,  alludinj  to  the  thinness  of  the  house, 
and  the  attempt  now  made  to  reverse  its  former  ac- 
tion, in  the  known  absence  of  many  of  its  mem- 
bers, moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Catnbrelcnt; 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  hou-se  refusi-d  to  adjourn,  (at  1  o'clock,) 
by  a  vote  of  88  yeas  to  97  nays. 


Mr.  Reed  moved  lo  amend  Mr.  L.'a  aineiidmcnt 
so  far  as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  spe- 
cially, if  any  member  shall  prove  to  be  involved, 
without  proceeding  against  him.  This  proposition 
was  debated  by  Mr.  Heed,  and  then  flir.  Mallury, 
moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Graul  demanded  Ihe 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  orderetl;  and  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn,  (at  half  past  4  o'clock,)  by  a 
vote  of  8S  yi-us  to  ,-S  nays.  The  chair  voted  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Sl.trrod  Williams  moved  a  call 
of  the  house;  and  on  that  motion, 

Mr.  U'illiam.i,  of  Noitli  Carolina,  moved  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  oidered. 

Mr.  Husscll  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  and 
on  that  motion, 

Mr.  Hoffman  demanderl  the  yeas  and  nays,  wliicli 
were  ordered;  and  the  house  relused  lo  adjourn,  (at 
5  o'clock,)  by  a  vole  of  88  yeas  to  97  nays. 

The  vote  ujion  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sherrod  Wil- 
liains,  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  house,  was  de- 
cided in  the  -negative,  by  a  vole  of  7-1  yeas  to  99 
nays.  ^Ir.  Mitchell  luovjrl  that  the  house  adjourn; 
wdiich  motion  (at  20  minutes  past  .5  o'clock)  [ire- 
vailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  3.  Mr.  licll  asked  leave  to  move 
that,  when  the  house  adjourn  to-day  it  adjourn  lo 
Mond.iy,  and  slated  that  that  space  of  lime  Would 
be  required  to  dense  the  hall,  t.ike  up  the  carpets, 
and  put  the  house  upon  the  usual  summer  estab- 
lishment. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  allow  hiin  to  moke  this  motion. 

Mr.  Montgomery  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  rules 
were  suspended  by  a  vole  of  more  than  the  neces- 
sary twolhirds  ol  the  members  present. 

The  motion  lor  an  adjournment  ovei  having  been 
made.  I\lr.  Cunibreleng  said  he  was  reluclanf  to  op- 
pose it,  and  would  not  do  so  if  it  should  be  pas-ed 
with  the  express  understanding  that  the  house  on 
Monday  would  lake  up  the  public  business. 

Mr.  ICise  uavc  notice  to  all  the  house  that  he 
would  consent  to  no  such  pledge,  express  or  impli- 
ed; and  il  the  house  passed  froin  the  consideration  of 
Ihe  business  immediately  before  it  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  il  would  be  without  his  consent. 

The  adjournment  over  lo  Monday  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr. Hell  then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  but 
withdrew  his  molion  at  the  request  of 

'I'lie  S/icaker  who  laid  belore  the  house   the  fol- 
lowing exi  eutive  comniiinicalions: 
To  the  'lOtiH'  of  re/jresentalii-es  of  the  Untied  Slnle.'': 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a  repoil  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  answer 
to  that  part  of  their  resolution  of  the  19th  ultimo 
requestinic  Hie  communication  of  all  correspon- 
dence wilh  any  foreign  government  in  regaid  lo  the 
title  or  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  beyond  the  Rcclty  ujounlains. 

M.  VAN  BURF.N. 

Washington,  Jlpril  30,  1838. 

Mr.  Cashing  moved  thai  the  consideration  of  this 
message  be  postponed  until  this  day  week,  and  that 
it  be  printed.     Agreed  to. 
To  ihe  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  Iranscnil  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying 
docnmenls  from  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  w  hich 
contains  the  information  reqnind  by  the  resolution 
of  the  Hilli  ult.,  respecting  llie  officers  of  Ihe  corps 
of  ciiu'ineers,  the  works  upon  which  they  were  en- 
gaged during  the  last  year,  and  the  other  matters 
embraced  in  the  resolution. 

M.   VA.\  BURF.V. 

Washington,  May  I,  1838. 

This  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 
To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

The  report' of  the  secretary  of  slate,  transmitted 
by  me  to  the  house  of  repre.ientives,  in  compliance 
with  their  resolution  of  Ihe  Ifith  ultimo,  respecting 
an  attack  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  a  Mexican 
armed  vessel  upon  an  American  sleainlioat,  liavjr»g 
slated  that  no  informalion  on  the  subject  bad  at 
that  lime  reached  the  department,  I  now  transmit 
another  report  from  the  same  olRcer,  coinmnnical- 
ing  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  minister, 
with  an  accompanying  document,  in  reference  to 
the  act  alluded  lo,  which  have  been  received  at  the 
department  since  the  date  of  the  former  report. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington.  May  2,  1838. 

iMn.  M.\KTiNF./,  TO  Mk.  Forsyth. 

[TR.tN.SI.HTIO.N.] 

To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  the  stale  of  the  Vnitrd  Stales. 
Mexican  Legislation,  New  Orleans.  .Ipril  2il,  is.?8. 
Sir:  Whilst  the  notices  of  an  insult  pretend. d  to 
have  been  committed  ag.iinst  Ihe  flag  of  the  I'niled 
Slates  in  the  waters  of  Texas,  by  the  Mexican 
brig  of  war  Inluibide,  were  confined  to  Ihe  public 
I  new.spapers,  and  I  had  r.o  documents  by  means  of 
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which  I  rouia  repel  the  calumny,  1  abstained'  from  ]  reported  the  bill  to  thehouse  without  amendment.  It 
r  r  I  H  °  1  OM  1  "  subiect  JBut  as,  according  I  was  then  committed  to  the  committee  ol  the  whole 
to  tl"e  'rp..;-3,  theattenlion  ol  the  honorable  cham-  I  on  the  state  ol  the  union, 
ber  ol-  senators  of  the  congress  of  the  union  has 
been    directed   towards   the  charges   published  a- 


Mr.  J.  L.  M''ilKams  presented  a  petition. 

Mr.  Bellthen  renewed  his  motion;  the  house  re- 
irainst  Mexico  by  the  passen-ers  of  th'e  steamboat  I  fused  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  carried,  where- 
Columbia   and   I  am   in   possession   of  an    oiSriu/ 1  upon,  the  house  adjourned    to  Monday. 


statement  from  the  commander  of  the  said  bri^,,  .^-  , 
latiui'  to  the  occurrence  with  the  said  boat,  I  liave 
tlie  lionor  lo  send  you,  sir,  the  annexed  extract  Irom 
that  document,  with  the  hope  that  you  will  submit 
it  10  the  noticj  of  his  excellency  the  president. 
The  captain  of  the  Columbia,  and  the  captain  ol 
the  Uurbide,a3  will  be  here  seen,  provoked  the  at- 
tack to  which  this  note  refers,  and  the  former 
sliouln,  therefore,  be  responsible  for  the  result, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of 
tny  distinguished  consideration. 

FRANCISCO    PIZAERO    MARTINEZ. 

[Translation  of  the  enclosure.] 
Extract  from  the  officiat  commmdcatioii  of  the  com- 
mander of  the    Mexican  brig  of  war 
specluig  Iter  encounter  with  the  stea 


bide^  re- 
al   Cotum- 


To  the  Co.MMANDANT    GENERAL 

of  the  Mexican  squadron. 
Brig  Ilurbide,  under  sail  in   lat.   29   deg.  6  min., 
long.  88  deg.  43   min.  west  of  Cadiz,  5  o'clock  in 
lhe°afternoon  of  this  day,  March  24,  1S3S. 
At  the  moment   when  you,  sir,   announced,  by 
your  signals,  that  you  saw  sails  in  the   third  quar- 
ter, I  made  out  the  vessel  to  be  a  steamboat,  coining 
from  the  north;  and  I  discovered  that  she   was  not 
tlie  same  lo  which  we  had  given  chase  this  morning, 
and  which  was,  apparently  on  her  way  to  Brazoria, 
as  this  boat  has  two  chimneys,  and   the  other  only 
one.     As  soon  as  you  gave   the  signal    for   chase 
■with      all      speed,    and       without     our     closing, 
(!  sin  sujecion  a  formacion,)   I    endeavored,  by  a 
jiress  of  sail,   to   cut   her   oif,   steering   southeast, 
clearing  away  to  be  ready  for  action,  and  taking  the 
other  pT-ecautions;  but,  on  seeing  that  she   was  bear- 
ing down  on  my  starboard  bow,  I  ordered  all  my  men 
to~take  their  proper  fire  and    cutting    ar.ns,    to    be 
ready  for  an  attempt  to   board.     While   we  "were 
thus  sailing  towards   each   other,  as  you  saw,  our 
distance  was  necessarily  becoming  less;  and  seeing 
that  her  stern  Hag  was  that  of  the  United  State.s,  1 
hoisted  mine  with  a  pendant,  and  fired  a  gun  wilh- 
onl  ball.     1  clewed  up  my  mainsail,  in  order  that  she 
should  slop  her  engine  for  me  to   examine  her;    but 
this  was  not  done;   and  as,    on    the    contrary,  her 
moue:nenis  towards  me  were  eery  suspicious,  I  ordered 
anclhor  gun  to  be  fired,  with  ball,  in  a  direction  very 
wide  of  the  steamboat;  which  was  done  as  a   notice 
for  her  lo  stop.     Instead  of  doin"  so,  however,  she 
continued  on  her  course,  as  if  with  a  view  of  gelling 
pin  me  to  leeward.     V/hen  i  got  within  speaking 
distance,  I  hailed  her  three  times,  with  a  trumpet, 
and  she  did  not  deign  to  give   any   reply  to   either 
call.     On  the  fourth  call,  an  individual   answeiud, 
loading  me  with  abase.,  and  telling  me,  that  if  1  wan- 
ted to  see  his  papers,  I  should  come  un  board  his  boat. 
All  this  was  spoken  without  the  speaking-trumpet; 
and,  although  he  was  called  on  to  -tiop,  in  order  that 
his  pa;)ers  and  his   boat   should   be  visited,    he  di;l 
not  do  so;  hut,  on  tlio  other  hand,  continued   to  in- 
sult my  political  insignia  by  the  grossest  ubsceneties 
and  language. 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  I  fired  two 
cannon,  and  three  mnslicts,  not  aimejal  the  steamer 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  her,  but  that  she 
shoul  I  do  as  required.  She,  however  took  no  notice 
of  it,  but  continued  on  her  way,  letting  olf  her  steam, 
which  was  very  high,  so  near  me  tluil  llie  ashes 
and  some  warm  water  fell  on  board  my  vessel.  - 
God  and  liberty! 

This  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  alfair,<i. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  second  auditor  of  accounts  of  persons 
charged  with  the  disbursement  of  money,  goods, 
&c.  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  for  the  year  end- 
in.'  S.  plember  3D,  lSo7.     Laid  on  the  table. 

i'lie  bill  from  the  senate,  to  provide  for  the  secu- 
rity and  protection  ol  the  emigrant  and  other  In- 
dians west  of  the  slates  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
was  read  twice,  and  leferred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  alfairs. 

The  bill  Irom  the  senate,  to  grant  lo  the  slate 
and  incoiporated  companies  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction ofroads  and  canals  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  ol  the  United  States,  was  twice  read, 
anil  relerred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams,  from  the  committee  on   manu- 
factures,  to   which  was  referred   the  bill   from  the 
.    senate  to  refund  to  the   Georgia  railroad  and   bank- 
ing company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad  iron 


AWFUL  FIRE  IN  CHARLESTON! 
Office  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  > 
Jpril  2S,  G  o'cclock,  P.  M.      ) 
We  learn  with  the  deepest  regret,  by  passengers 
from  Charleston,  who  arrived  here  this  evening  by 
the  Carolina  railroad,  that   the   city  of  Charleston 
has  been  visited  by  one  of  the  most  awful  and  de- 
structive fires  that  has  ever  visited  any  city  in  the 
United  States.     One   third  of  the  city  was  laid  in 
ashes  at  the  departure  of  the  cars   this  morning  at 
six  o'clock,  and  the  fire  was  raging  as  if  it  would 
consume  at  least  one-third  more. 

The  fire  broke  out  last  night  at  a  quarter  past 
clock,  in  a  paint  store,  on  the  western  side 
of~King  street,  corner  of  Beicsford  street.  The 
nd  blowing  strongly  from  the  southwest,  blew 
the  flames  diagonally  across  King  street,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  cars  the  whole  section 
of  the  city  above  Beresford  street,  up  to  society 
street,  and  east  of  King  street,  to  the  bay,  was 
burnt  down  or  burning.  Fiom  Beresford  to  Society 
are  four  streets — from  King  street  lo  the  bay  about 
as  many,  or  perhaps  more.  The  fire  had  also  ex- 
tended four  or  five  blocks  west  of  King  street,  and 
was  still  progressing  with  terrific  rapidity  up  that 
street  in  the  direction  of  Boundary  street,  when 
the  cars  left.  Our  informant  believes  it  impossible 
to  calculate  what  will  be  the  ultimate  extent  of  the 
fire,  as  it  seemed  in  no  way  checked  at  6  o'clock 
this  morning. 

Among  the  buildings  consumed  are  a  number  of 
churches"  the  new  theatre,  the  splendid  new  hotel 
recently  erected,  and  the  whole  market,  except  the 
fish  market.  Nearly  all  the  large  merchants,  in  the 
centre  of  busines-.,  on  King  street,  were  burnt  out, 
among  them,  Parish,  Wiley  &.  Co..  G.  H.  Kelsey 
St  Co.,  Boream  &.  Co.,  and  all  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  the  large  storehouse  of  JMiller,  Ripley,  &  Co. 
on  the  coiner  of  King  and  Society  streets,  was 
catching  the  fiames  when  our  in.lbrmant  left.  The 
M.Tchants' hotel,  formerly  Miot's,  had  not  caugnt, 
.vas  believed  to  be  impossible  to  save  it.  At 
Norris'  hotel,  still  hi^dier  up  King  street,  and  on 
the  west  side,  they  had  removed  all  the  furniture 
and  b-ddins,  in  almost  certain  anticipation  of  being 
burnt  out. 

A  large  number  of  houses  had  been  blown  up, 
to  no  purpose.  All  the  powder  in  the  city  was  ex- 
hausted, a)id  all  liie  water  in  the  pumps;  tile  peo- 
ple, wearied  with  a  v.'iiole  nig!it's  incessant  and  un- 
availing toil,  found  themselves,  this  morning,  able 
lo  make  but  a  feeble  resistance  to  the  still  raging 
and  devouring  flames.  A  number  of  persons  had 
bL-en  killed  by  the  blowing  up  of  houses  and  throw- 
ing furniture  into  the  streets.  The  steamboat  Nep- 
tune, lying  in  the  bay,  caught  on  fire,  but  it  was 
fortunately  extinguished. 

The  trunks  directed  lo  this  oUice  and  to  the  con- 
stiliitionallst  otiice,  from  the  iiew.'ipaper  ofiices  in 
Charleston,  failed  to  come  this  evening,  as  we  jn-e- 
sume  no  pa(ier3  were  printed  there  last  night;  and 
'as  the  regular  mail  was  closed  last  night  before  the 
.fire  broke  out,  no  other  information  has. been  re- 
ceivfd  here  than  that  from  passengers,  which  is  ne- 
cessarily limited  as  to  particulars. 
This  is  indeed  a  mournful  calastrophe!  A  flourish- 
ty  laid  in  ashes,  her  people  burnt  out  of  home 
and  substance,  and  millions  of  property  destroyed 
in  a  single  night!  The  insurance  companies  of 
Charleston,  we  learn,  are  of  small  capitals,  and  will 
ry  one,  no  doubl,  be  ruined,  and  still  be  unable 
to  make  gooil  but  a  small  portion  of  the  losses. 
Hundreds  of  families  must  be  utterly  ruined  by  this 
general  calaiirity.  Years  cannot  make  Charleston 
what  she  was. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  been 
shown  a  letter  Irom  Charleston,  closed  a  little  belbre 
4  o'clock  this  morning,  and  brought  up  by  a)ns- 
senger,  which  confirms  all  the  important  facts  stat- 
ed above.  It  also  slates  that  the  rigging  of  many 
of  the  vessels  lying  at  the  wharves  had  been  burnt. 


from  the  necessarily  hurried  statements  wdiich  they 
contain : 

"  The  whole  area,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
houses  from  St,  Philip  street  to  the  waters  of  Coo- 
per river,  bounded  by  Hasell  and  Society  streets,  is 
swept  through,  as  by  an  avalanche,  leaving  nothing 
but  bare  and  blackened  chimneys. 

"The  fire  was  arrestsd  in  all  quarters  about  12 
o'clock  M.  having  burnt  lor  15  hours  unremittingly." 


Fromlhe  Cincinnnli  Whi'ji—Exlva. 

Wednesday  night,  8  u'clodc,  ) 
Anril  25  h,  1831      J 
AWFUL  STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENT. 

It  becomes  a^alii  our  painful  duty  to  record  one  of 
the  most  awful  and  desiructive  occurrences  known  in 
die  terrible  and  fatal  catalogue  of  steamboat  disasters. 

This  afternoon  about  six  o'clock,  the  new  and  ele- 
gant steamboat  Moselle,  captain  Perkin,  left  the  wharf 
of  this  city — full  ot  passengers — for  Louisville  and  St. 
Louis,  with  a  view  of  takin»  a  family  on  board  at  B'ul- 
ton,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  quay,  proceeded 
up  the  river,  and  made  fast  to  a  lumber  ratt  for  that 
purpose,  ifere  the  family  was  taken  on  board,  and 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  detenrion,  the  captain 
was  holding  on  to  all  the  steam  that  he  could  create, 
with  an  intention  of  showing  off  to  the  best  advantara 
the  great  speed  of  the  boat  as  she  passed  down  the 
whole  length  of  the  city.  The  Moselle  v/as  a  new 
brag  boat,  and  had  refonllymade  several  exceedingly 

,'  .  .  I  '.■  u  on  board  from  the 

r:,i,,  I  '  .  '.  ,  :  '.,  .  .  ,<:  -i  ihe  very  moment  her 
wlirr'-  )ii:i  Ic  111-  li :  - 1  h  \  i!ti::.:;i,  lier  boilei'S  btirst  with 
a  inuit  awiu!  and  asluuiiJing  noise  equal  to  the  most 
violent  clap  of  thunder.  The  explosion  was  destruc- 
tive and  heart-rending  in  the  extreme,  as  we  are  as- 
sured by  a  gentleman,  who  was  sitting  on  his  horse  on 
the  shore,  waiting  to  see  the  boat  start.  Heads,  limbs, 
bodies  and  blood,  was  seen  flying  through  the  air  in 
every  direction,  attended  by  the  most  horrible  shrieks 
and  groans  Irom  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  The 
boat,  at  the  moment  of  the  accident,  ^s-as  about  thirty 
feet  from  the  shore,  and  was  rendered  a  perfect  wreck. 
Sir  .-~r;  Ml.,  tom  all  to  flinders  as  far  back  as  the 
ill  I    '.         ,'  ;ii,and  her  huiricane  deck  (the  whole 

l(  i,  :  I     ,  ,,  iiL'ly  swept   away.     The   boat  imme- 

ii;a!i  I.  li'  J  III  In  sink  rapidly  and  float,  with  a  strong 
curieiii  down  the  river,  at  the  same  time  getting  farther 
from  the  shore. 

as  thrown  hi 
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info  the  street,  a 
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the  roof  ofoneu 
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explosion  entirely 
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jumped  into  tilt  I : .  ; '   ,  ,  ■    I'l 

iiess  parts  of  the  r   ■. ,  ^ i 

a  few  large  an.i  i.iihi.iii.i  .  .^i    ■.      ■,    i  .    . 

carried  to  the  reliet  of  tlie  siiiIl:-  i    .;    -  '  i  i  ::     )  i--ihlt, 

by  the  few  persons  on    the  shore.     '!  i.:i   ,..  .    .Ii.r.vn- 

ed,  howe-.'er,  before  they  could  It   .     -  ,    :    i i  \--v:- 

tery  grave,  and  many  sunk  wlu  ..e.e  .1  j- s^ei.  utxi- 
ward. 

We  are  told  that  one  Hide  boy  on  shore  was  seea 
wringing  his  hands  in  agony,  imploring  those  p.'esent  to 
save  his  faihev,  inoiher,  and  three  sis;er.=,  all  uf  whom 
were  stri-;i;_r!ing  in  the  water  to  ijain  die  shore,  hut 
whom  the  little  fellow  had  the  misl'ortune  ;•)  ac  perish 
one  by  one  almost  wilhiu  his  reach.  An  iiit,i,;i  child 
belonging  to  tills  family,  was  picked  up  ahve,  floaiing 
down  the  river  on  o.ue  of  the  fragments  of  the  hurricane 
deck. 

Dr.  Wilson  Hughey,  of  the  U.  T-^  :ii  i;y, 
in-law  to  our  estimable  feil^  -  ,  ,  , 
Hughes,  of  the  Pearl  ,street  hoii  .  '  ■ 
tlij  slain,  as  he  was  kown  toha-.  .  !■.  ,  1  , 
so  uc  poises  of  the  military  coat  iie  hud  uli 
up  ani'ing  ihe  fragments. 

Mr.  Puv.-ell,  a  highly  respectable  grocery  merchant, 
of  Louisviiip,  and  brodier-in-law  of  Mr.  Wilson  Mc- 
Grew,  of  this  city,  is  also  supposed  to  be  lo-t,  as  he  was 
on  board,  and  no  tidings  ha\e  since  been  lie:iid  of  him, 


ither- 
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notwithsiandins  tl-.o 

We  areunahii  , 
son  lost,  as  the  1. 
the  acridcnt,  I'  ■i\ 


IjAtef..  It  appears  from  slips  received  from  the 
offices  of  the  Charleston  Courier  and  Patriot,  which 
fortunately  escaped  destruction,  that  Ihe  fire  began 
about  nine  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Friday,  April 
27lh,  and  was  not  checked  until  about  noon  ori  the 
next  day,  having  raged  with  gieat  fury  for  fifteen 
hours. 

The  number  of  houses  burnt  is  stated  in  these 
slips  (which  come  down  to  5  o'clock  on  Saturday) 
at  one  thousand.    We  add  a  few  of  the  particulars 


[uiries  of  his  friends. 
Ill ;;  ieularize  any  oilier  per- 
.'■■  alt  fit'ieeii  minutes  after 
,.  i,r  he  seen  but  her  chim- 
in iin  upper  works,  and  also 
i|  confusion  immediately  tusu- 
itcseripiion.  Most  of  the  suf- 
ids  of  the  boat,  and  the  steer- 


It  is  supposed  that  there  W'ere  about  iivo  hundred  par- 
ens on  board,  of  which  number  only  from  iifiy  to  se- 
venty-five are  believed  to  have  escaped,  making  the  es- 
limale  loss  ol  lives  about  one  htmdredand  twenty-five !  I 
0,1  ale  of  woe! 

The  accident  unquestionably  occurred  through  sheer 
imprudence  and  carelessness.  The  captain  ot  the  boat 
was  desirous  of  showing  off  her  great  speed  as  she  J 
pissed  the  city,  and  to  overtake  and  pass  another  boat 
which  had  left  the  wharf  for  Louisville  a  short  time  be-v, 
tore  him.  Dearly  has  he  paid  for  his  silly  ambidonJ 
The  clerk  of  the  boat,  v.-e  understand,  escaped  unhurtl 
These  are  all  the  particulars  we  have  yet  been  able  tg 
learn.  In  to-morrow's  Whig  we  shall  no  doubt  be  abl« 
to  give  the  names  of  many  otners  who  have  been  lost  0 
killed. 
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THE    PAST — THE    PRESENT — KOR   THE    FUTURE. 

PRI.S'TED    AMD    PUBLISHED,   EVEKY    SATfRTAV 

,    BY    WILLIAM     OGPES    NILES,    EDITOR    AND    PROPRIETOR, 

AT    $.5    PER     ANNUM,     PAYABLE    IN    ADVANCE. 

JK>"Tbt'  Mexican  pjrtslm.e  been  liechueil  'o  be  umlrr 
blockade  by  Uie  CDinmaiider  of  llic  Fieiicli  llcei  mi  ibui 
coast,  in  coiisequence  of  ilie  refusal  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment 10  pay  the  indemnity  under  the  late  treaty. 
See  page  163. 

JC^In  page  175  wo  have  inserted  a  cominunicalion 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  exhibiting  the  con- 
dition of  his  department,  which  rei]uires  imniediuie  aid 
to  enable  it  to  preserve  the  public  credit. 

Mr.  Ale.'cakdre  de  Bodiscoe  was  presented  to  tlie 
president  by  the  secre'ary  of  sta'e  on  Saturday  last, 
ihe  .'):h  inst.,  as  enviy  extra  )rdi;iary  anil  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russsia. 

Dox  A.VGEL  Calderon-  de  LAS  Barca,  whose  func- 
tions as  envoy  extraardi.Kiry  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  United  States 
were  temporarily  interrupieJ,  has  returned  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  that  siaiion  at  the  seat  of  government. 

DE.\Tn  OF  Mb.  Lawler  op  .\labama.  It  is  our  pain- 
ful duly  to  njtice  the  de  itliof  another  member  of  con- 
gre^.  The  hon.  Jo.uj  Lawler,  of  Ala.,  died  at  his 
lodgings  in  this  city  on  Monday  morning  last,  after  a 
few  days  illness,  of  biliuus  pleurisy.  He  vvas  one  of 
the  most  estimable  and  amianlc  men  thai  ever  sat  \vith- 
in  the  walls  of  the  capital,  and  commanded  the  respect 
and  esieeni  of  all  svho  knew  him.  Modest  and  unas- 
suming, vol  conscientious  and  firm,  he  discharged  his 
public  tlnties  with  patrio:ic  devotion  and  enlightened 
zeal,  and  in  private  life  his  actions  were  marked  by 
strict  inicisriiy  and  honor.  He  richly  meriied  the  con- 
fidence of  his  c.in->:itueni3,  who,  witii  his  associates  in 
congress,  will  long  lament  his  loss.  He  was  buried  on 
Wednesday  hist  with  the  usual  honors,  for  an  account 
of  which  see  a  subsequent  page. 

New  Yore  COMMON  cou.vcil.  The  new  boards  of  al- 
dermen were  organize  J  on  Tuesday.  Alderman  Ucn- 
son  (whig)  was  elected  president  of  the  hoard  of  alder- 
men, byavoteof9  to  8,and  Caleb  S.  Woodhull  (Whig; 
president  of  the  board  of  assistants  by  a  similar  vote. 

Virgixia.  There  is  still  some  doubt  about  the  result 
in  .Mr.  Palion's  district.  It  is  now  reported  that  Mr. 
Banks  received  a  majority  of  votes,  but  that  the  certili- 
cale  wa-s  given  to  .Mr.  Slaughter  in  consequence  iif  the 
informal  manner  in  which  me  election  was  heli;  in  one 
of  the  counties.  ^Ir.  Slaughter,  it  is  said,  will  not 
take  his  seat,  but  refer  the  matter  to  the  people  for 
another  trial. 

The  most  recent  intelligence  as  to  the  result  of  the 
delegate  eleciion  is  contained  in  the  following  from  the 
"Richmond  Enquirer"  of  yesterday. 

"Tne  whigs  have  carried  69  delegates,  and  the 
friends  of  the  adnimistralion  56^and  1  (the  delegate 
of  Morgan)  unknown.  From  the  55  deduct  the  dele- 
gate of  Kin^  George,  who  has  resigned,  and  the  heat 
IS  to  be  tried  over  again — and  it  leaves  the  republicans 
53  delegaies. 

The  following  counties  are  yet  to  be  heard  from — 
which  were  represented  as  follows  in  the  last  session: 
U'AiV.  Van  Burcn. 

Braxton  and  Lewis,  Lee, 

Fayette  and  Nicholas,  Logan, 

Henry — 3  Patrick, 

Picslon, 
Randolph — 5. 

The  whigs  may  carry  Patrick  and  Randolph — with- 
out these,  they  will  have  72  to  60—12  majority — with 
them,  it  will  stand  74  to  oi — and  2  yet  to  be  ascer- 
tained, viz:  the  delegate  from  Morgan,  and  the  election 
of  King  George  to  bo  run  over  again. 

We  have  a  majority  of  twelviTin  the  senate.  If  the 
whiffs  gain  no  more,  and  if  we  allow  one  for  Morgan 
and  S'.air>rd  to  each  party,  the  joint  vole  will  b*-  tied. 
If  they  gain  bodi  Patrick  and  Randolph,  they  will  have 
a  majority  of  four  on  joint  vole." 

Mississippi.  Returns  from  25  co:inties,  give  the  fol- 
lowing vo:e:  Prentiss,  (whi^,)  9,973;  Word,  (whii.',) 
9,6.So:  Claiborne,  (administration)  8,002;  Davis,  (ad- 
ministration) 7,083.  Twenty-one  counties  remain  to 
be  heard  from,  which  will  make  the  whig  majority  lor 
the  state  about  2,039. 

Texas.  The  following  resolution  has  been  reported 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  to  the  senate  of 
Texas.  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  but  an 
opinion  is  expressed  that  it  will  pass  that  body. 

Be  it  resdlvrd  hy  the  Sfiiate  arvl  hou<e  of  representa- 
tives of  the  republic  of  Tens  in  congress  aisem'iled.  That 
the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ins'ructed,  to  cause 
the  propo.^ition  hcrefof.^re  made  by  this  government  to 
the  government  of  the  United  Sta'es,  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  to  be  lespectfully  and  uncondidonally 
withdrawn,  and  thus  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  re- 
fer the  people  of  Texas,  for  all  the  future  good  they  mav 
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vc  or  enjoy,  ot  social  security,  to  their  own 


lope  to  receive  or  enjoy,  ol  social  sec 
iidependent  and  nianty  energies. 


The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  1st  instant  slates 
that  despatches  had  been  received  by  the  collector  of 
that  port  from  the  Aimrican  charge  d'  alliiires  ai 
Houston,  to  be  forwardi  il  wiih  all  haste  to  Washing- 
ton, ^n  endorsiincni  described  them  as  im|iortant 
documents  containing  a  convention  with  Texas,  \\-bich 
it  was  presumed  was  to  be  siibiniited  for  ratification  to 
the  government  of  the  Uni'ed  States. 

Banks,  cukrencv  &e.  The  New  York  Express  of 
Wednesday  contains  the  following,  which  dcvclojies 
some  facts  which  may  interest  our  readers: 

Mnnci/  marhct—cili/  ncus.  Tuesday,  P.  M.  The 
movements  in  specie  in  this  country  and  in  London, 
are  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention, — and  so  close 
do  the  great  operators  now  keep  their  afTiiirs,  that  it  is 
dillicult  to  understand  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  all 
we  see.  It  is  very  clear,  howevir,  ihiii  there  has  been 
a  quarrel  between  the  Pmn-vlvaiiia  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Bank  of  Kimland,  or  the  Bar- 
ings, who  are,  as  it  were,  the  American  agents  of  that 
institution.  The  cause  of  that  quarrel,  we  have  alrea- 
dy staled,  originated  in  the  jealousy  with  which  Mr. 
.Taudon's doings  in  L  i  i  h' i  v.^  .>  ,  r  ':<  J;  s(.coiullv, 
but  primarily,ln  the  n  1  i-.ii  '•'.  i       I :  "  iun  panic- 

stricken,  as  was  theHlll!^  >i  ['.  :  '  '  Si  iiteiiilicr, 
133i),  to  keep  their  agRiiiiciits  \..,ii  M..  Duidle,  as  to 
the  amount  in  which  he  should  be  pcriiiiued  to  draw 
upon  them.  In  consequence  of  this  panic,  Mr.  Biddle 
fully  concluded  it  was  wiser  for  him  to  iiike  his  Lon- 
don business  in  his  own  hands,  and  for  this  purjiose, 
llie  mission  of  Mr.  Jaudoii,  as  wo  uitderslanuit,  was 
created. 

Mr.  Jaudon,  we  all  know,  was  very  coldly  received 
by  the  Barings.  The  Bank  of  England  refused  in  keep 
an  account  wnh  him,  and  he  was  tubooed  for  a  while.  He 
very  quietly,  however,  worked  his  way,  and  surprised 
every  body,  after  a  while,  by  agreat  operation  in  which 
he  underhid  the  Bank  of  England,  as  before  slated  in 
this  paper.  Backed  by  the  immense  cotton  batteries 
.Mr.  Biddle  was  sending  him,  and  having  principal 
control  over  that  great  staple,  he  had  not  much  to  fear 
even  from  the  Bank  of  England,  cotton  being  better 
than  bank  paper,  and  quite  as  serviceable  as  specie.  In_ 
this  condiiion  of  things,  the  Barings,  for  the  Bank  of 
England,  through  a  house  in  this  cit}',  contracted  to 
send  here  some  millions  steriing  in  specie,  a  part  ol 
which  has  come,  and  only  a  part,  the  order  for  the  ex- 
portation of  more  having  been  suspended,  as  we  learn 
by  the  Wellingion  packet  ship,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
about  875,000  insurance  on  one  stock. 

Inquiry  now  arises,  on  what  tack  are  we?''  "What 
is  in  the  wind."  One  miilion,  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  principally  in  gold,  this  morning  went  to  Plida- 
delphia  in  the  6  o'clocK  steamboat,  to  the  Pcnnsylv.a- 
nia  U.  S.  Bank.  This  is  not  from  our  banks,  and  it 
may  be  in  part  from  the  consignment,  to  Prime,  Ward 
and  King,  the  Barings  have  sent  out  from  the  Bank  of 
England.  What  has  caused  this  movement,  and 
change  of  policy,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  divine,  though 
conjecture  is  ac  ive.  The  London  Fleming  ChronicTc, 
however,  tells  us,  the  Bank  of  England  has  made  peace 
with  Mr.  Biddle,  and  here  wc  have  a  clue.  The  same 
journal  insinuates  that  the  Bank  of  England  was  weary 
of  the  war. 

Rumor  says  Mr.  Jaudon  was  doing  a  thirty  day 
business  on  good  paper  in  London  even  as  low  as  2 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  such  were  his  operations 
even,  that  the  Bank  of  England  sujrei;ed  considerably, 
— Mr.  Jaudon's  measures  even  aficciin^  their  line  of 
discounts.  Rumor  again  says,  Mr.  Jaudon  was  about 
to  make  a  sweep  of  specie  upon  the  bank  for  a 
very  large  sum,  which  the  bank  did  not  care  to  lose 
alter  its  consignments  already  to  New  York.  How 
true  may  be  these  rumors  we  cannot  pretend  to  say, 
but  it  is  quite  ceriain  llie  belligerent  parties  are  appa- 
rently reconciled,  and  the  consequences  of  the  |iea<e, 
we  probably  see,  in  the  new  movements  of  the  specie. 

In  connectiion  with  Ihis  snhject,  we  -see  also  that  the 
Bank  of  Enaland  has  forfeited  about  875,000  insurance 
on  specie,  rather  than  export  it.  The  insurance  being 
one  percent.,  ilie  amount  intended  to  be  shipped  must 
have  been  about  seven  and  a  half  millions.  This 
change  of  policy  could  noi  have  arisen  from  any  fear 
of  a  drain  of  gold  and  silver,  for  we  learn  by  the 
monthly  officitil  return  of  the  quarterly  average  of  the 
weekly  liabihties  and  assets  of  the  bank  for  tne  three 
months  ending  the  3d  of  April,  that,  as  compared  with 
the  last  report,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
2-i7,000;,  the  difterencc  between  H.COO.OOOi.  and  18,- 
987,0:»;  a  decrease  in  the  depositcs  of  273,0007.  the 
balance  between  11,535,000,  and  11,262,000/;  an  in- 
crease in  the  securities  of  16  000/.,  the  excess  of  22,- 
83^,000/,  over  22,792,000/;  and  an  increase  in  the  stock 
of  bullion  of  111,000/,  the  dilTerence  between  10,105,- 
0.)0/,  and  10,126,000;  all  this  in  the  face  of  the  exporta- 
tions  to  New  York— the  importations  from  the  conti- 
nent filling  all  the  vacuum. 


What  then  caused  ilic  change.  It  probably  was  in 
part,  that  the  biisine.ts  was  like  to  turn  out  less  profita- 
bly than  was  expected— hut  in  fact,  that  all  thinking 
men  must  .«ee  that  if  Great  Britain  was  to  buy  our 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and  stocks,  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, it  was  a  busine.ss  poor  ul  best  for  them,  and  the 
staples  and  the  stocks  must  fail  to  pay  the  forfeii  iherc. 
The  cotton  market  in  Liverpool,  \\-e  have  riasoii  to 
believe,  has  been  eimtuincd  alone  by  the  irrcsisliblu 
energies  of  Mr.  Biddle.  His  Htock  has  been  immense, 
and  he  would  not  submit  to  the  sacrifice,  and  he  was 
noi  compclli  d  to  submit  forthwith.  However,  to  sus- 
tain the  inurkci  firever,  specie  going  out  all  the  while, 
was  a  tliiu!,'  impo-siblc.  The  cotton  market  began  lo 
droop.  Tliis.tlortof  his  with  the  Bank  of  Hnuland, 
this  reconcillaiioii.  mnv  have  been  lo  save  it;  and  it 
may  be  ihai  it  will  !>■■  kipi  siaiionary,  the  orders  being 
conntermandc  cl  lor  ili.  r\poriaiion  of  specie — for  there 
is  nolaw  of  poliiiral  ir.iiiomy  more  sound  than  that 
which  coiii])cls  liir  proilii'is  of  a  country  to  submit  to 
sacrili'is  whin  it  ilrniiiiids  in  exchange  for  tliem  tlio 
precious  metals,  1111,1  iiol  labor  and  skill. 

Of  the  wisdom  of  .Mr.  Biddlc's  policy  in  wailing  for 
another  crop  before  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
when  all  the  banks  of  all  the  slates  could  nsiMiie  at 
once,  we  have  never  had  a  doubt.  Of  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  h,as  carriid  thr'niiih  the  storm 
every  solvent  merchant  of  his  own  iitv,  all  Philadel- 
phia speaks  with  pride  and  i Milled  satisiiiciion,  as  il 
contrasts  its  own  condition  with  the  inischicvous  ra.«li- 
ness,  by  a  violent  contraction  of  the  currency,  has  iii- 
fiicled  here.  But  as  New  Yorkers  we  were  compell- 
ed to  resume — crop  or  no  crop.  The  law  and  the  bond 
were  before  us — and  "  the  laws  of  Venice,"  wc  were 
told,  must  be  carried  out. 

\Ve  mav  brag  as  niiich  as  we  please,  but  none  but 
the  capitalist  can  cry  "  land  hoi"  till  the  south,  south- 
west, and  west,  rcsiimp  with  us.  There  is  no  land  ho! 
in  this  city  yet  for  the  laboring  man;  none  for  the  mas- 
ter mechanic — none  fir  the  dry  goods  merchant,  or 
merchants  who  deal  with  distant  stales;  and  thus  whila 
the  capitalist  mav  be  on  his  land,  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  are  ye!  iirrasliniL'  alioui  in  the  Dog.  They  can 
begin  to  cry  land  ho!  when  the  states  resume;  then,  and 
not  till  then.  Biit  the  first  real  land,  the  undoubted 
terra  firma,  will  be  when  we  go  back  on  ihe  back  track, 
just  where  Ccmgo  WnshinL'ton  and  James  .'Madison 
pilot!  il  i;  .  v.],    I  I   [';.   .  ■;,' liiiient  enticed  us  away. 

Ai  1     ,      :  I         .     •  vi-mcnis  of  the  limes,  is 

apr:;i:  ,  i|i  ,.  :  i,  i  ill  ni  tills  citv.  Soliciting  Mr. 
Bid.llr  :.i,  ■  |i.  -ii;i!r:i',  Il  ut  Ins  bank,  or  a  bank,  in 
this  city,  under  a  general  banking  law.  Politically  and 
commercially  speaking,  this  is  one  of  the  phenomena 
of  the  day!  '  To  say  the  Icasl.  after  all  the  hard  hits  he 
has  here,'  and  the  way  we  have  legislated  him  out  of 
our  domain,  the  spectacle  of  his  coming  thus  back 
would  be  a  curious  one.  But  mercantile  men  have  the 
g'eatest  confidence  in  his  foresight  and  sagacity. — 
Whatever  be  ihe  difTerences  of  opinion  about  this  po- 
licy as  a  Pennsylvanian,  there  is  none  of  his  skill  as  a 
financier  for  the  .section  of  country  he  works  in.  The 
stock  of  his  bank  is  lively  to-day,  as  w'cll  it  may  be— 
for  with  this  last  importation  of  specie,  he  has  about 
five  millions  in  specie.  [S'ew  York  Express. 

Sales  at  New  York,  .1/iiy  9. 

150  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  116  a  116  34 

60        do        Amer.  trust,  100  1-2 

Treasury  notes — $1,300  of  treasury  notes  were  sold 

this  morning  at  99  5-8. 

Sales  at  Philadelphia,  May  9. 
129  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  119  1-4  a  119  1-2 

JVcui  York,  May  10.  A  small  improvement  in  the 
rates  of  Domestic  exchange,  has  taken  place  on  the 
following  cities,  within  the  liist  few  days;  on  other 
places  the  rates  continue  the  same.  We  now  quote: 
draftP  on  B.-ililinor. ,  al  3  1-2  n  4;  Richmond,  5  a  6; 
Charleston,  5  a  7;  Ciiirinnntl,  8  a  9,  and  on  Micllignn 
irenerally  10  a  15  per  cent,  discount.  The  discount  on 
Philadelphia  and  United  Slates  bills  advanced  1-1  per 
cent  yesterday,  sav  to  4  per  cent.  This  advance  how- 
ever, will  not,  it  is  likely,  tiecome  established. 

Mammoth  bank.  It  is  estimated  in  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  that  since  the  passage  of  the 
general  hanking  law  of  that  state,  "the  leading  capi- 
lalists  of  the  city  have  been  engaged  in  fi'equent  and 
anxious  ponsuftaiions  with  a  view  of  constitut- 
inir  such  a  bank  as  New  York  wants  and  must  have.'" 
The  editors  state  that  the  preliminaries  have  been  ad- 
justed, and  the  scheme  wiU  go  into  operation,  and  ihey 
add: 

"We  .shall  have  a  bank  of  forty  or  fifty  millions— a 
bank  that  will  tak-  ihr  lead  of  the  union— and  which, 
in  the  absi-nce  of  a  national  bank,  will  be  the  next 
best  emrine  of  currency  to  such  an  insiituiion. — \\  nil 
such  a  hank  New  York  will  soon  again  rcnme  her 
onward  career  as  the  commercial  queen  of  the  west; 
the  clouds  vet  hanging  over  her  prosperity  will  be  diB_ 
pellcd,  and  her  proud  pre-eminence  Will  be  susiaioeU- 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 
THE  GREAT  WESTERN. 
Lieutenant    Hoskin,  commander  of  the  "Great 
Western"  steam  ship,  and  Richard  Irvin,  esquire, 
ao-ent  lor   the    company,    gave    a    liberal    enter- 
tainment   yesterday     to    the    corporation,    and    a  .  ,  r 
great    number    of    other    guests    on    board    their    marked  and  dishonorable  contrast  with  our  proles 


tions,  and  pledges  of  friendship  were  going  on  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  two  great  nations,  on  op]io- 
site  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  the  presence  of  Ridge 
must  liave  raised  in  the  minds  of  all  Americans  a 
consciousness  that  the  treatment  of  our  nation  to- 
wards the  defenceless  natives  on  this  continent  was  in 


floating  palace.  The  ship  was  anchored  in 
the  East  river  near  Judd's  wharf,  and  the  guests 
were  ao-ain  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  captain 
Stringham  for  the  use  of  the  fleet  of  navy  yard 
barges.  The  whole  ship  is  an  object  of  admira- 
tion; but  the  two  parts  which  attract  particular  at- 
tention, are  the  engine  room  and  the  cabin.  The 
machinery  all  works  under  deck,  and  is  so  placed 
that  persons  walk  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  see  its  ope- 
rations most  fully.  Its  rnassiveness  and  appear- 
ance of  herculean  strength  are  the  first  things 
which  catch  the  attention,  and  next  the  perfection 
of  the  workmanship  displayed  in  iis  construction. 
The  cabin  is  like  t.'ie  drawing  room  of  a  lord,  pos- 
sessing so  many  objects  to  notice,  that  description 
wouldbe  sufficient,  of  itself,  for  an  article. 

But  to  the  collation.  After  the  company  had  in 
some  degree  satisfied  their  appetites  with  the  pro- 
visions around  them,  alderman  Hoxie  called  their 
attention  while  he  gave  the  toast — 


'Victoria  Regina — the   dominion  of  youth   and  i  or  Havre  lines 


sions.  Both  nations  might  well  indeed  stop  their 
professions,  and  hide  their  heads,  at  any  occurrence 
which  should  bring  to  remembrance  the  cruelty 
with  which  they  have  sacrificed  all  the  rights  of  fee- 
ble nations.  Mr.  Talluiadge,  alderman  elect  for  the 
ninth  ward,  gave  the  "health  of  John  Ridge,  one  of 
the  principal  chiefs  ol  the  Cherokee  nation." 

Mr.  Ridge  then  rose  and  made  a  speech  which 
occupied  ten  minutes,  and  which  was  certainly  one 
of  the  most  sensible  and  eloquent  speeches  of  the 
day.  He  said  there  was  one  way,  and  but  me,  to 
subdue  the  natives  of  the  forest,  and  that  was  by 
friendship.  That,  sooner  than  submit  to  any  other 
subjugation,  his  nation  would  fly  to  the  proudest 
peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  there  breath 
the  air  of  liberty. 

One  of  the  founders  of  the  original  packet  lines 
from  the  city  of  New  York  being  mentioned,  Mr. 
Isaac  Bell  rose  and  said  he  was  the  only  survivor 
of  all  the  men  who  established  either  the  Liverpool 


beauty  now  extends  around  the  world.' 

Mr.  Buchanan,  her  Britannic  majesty's  consul  ] 
said  he  felt  most  grateful  and  most  happy  at  the 
cordial  manner  in  which  the  sentiment  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  he  knew  that  the  queen  herself  would 
be  delighted  to  witness  this  scene.  He  gave  "The 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  country  over 
which  he  presides." 

Lieut.  Hnskin  gave  "The  mayor  and  city  of  New 
York:  "  and  he  took  occasion  to  express  his  ac- 
knowledgmnts  for  the  unexpected  attentions  with 
which  the  arrival  of  his  ship  had  been  noticed.  He 
also  thanked  capt.  Stringham,  and  the  officers  of 
the  American  navy,  lor  their  great  attentions;  and 
an  as  officer  of  the  British  navy  himself,  on  half 
pay,  he  hoped  the  officers  of  the  two  nations 
might  never  come  into  any  other  than  friendly  col- 
lision. 

Captain  Stringham  said  that  he  trusted  Ameri- 
can olficers  would  ever  be  found  ready  to  respond 
to  that  friendly  sentiment  in  sincerity  and   truth. 

By  president  Duer,  of  Columbia  college:  "The 
Great  Western,  and  her  junction  with  the  Great 
Eastern." 

The  British  consul  alluded  to  the  very  little  time 
which  was  now  necessary  to  pass  from  the  rivers 
of  England  to  the  sources  of  the  great  Mississippi — 
only  three  or  lour  weeks.  He  spoke  of  Michigan 
and  gave  a  toast  to  her  and  her  chief  magistrate  who 
W'as  sitting  near. 

Governor  Mason  said  he  did  not  flatter  himself 
that  he  conld  say  any  thing  that  would  conipen 
sate  the  company  for  the  suspension  of  their  festivi- 
ties, but  he  should  do  injustice  to  himself  and  his 
state,  if  he  failed  to  reciprocate,  most  heartily,  the 
kind  expressions  of  the  representative,  on  this  o 
sion,  of  England's  queen.  Some  circumstances 
had  transpired  not  long  ago,  in  his  neighborhood, 
which  had,  for  a  short  time,  produced  some  irrita- 
tion. But  he  trusted  those  events  would  be  found 
to  have  produced  only  a  slight  ruffle  on  the  sur- 
face, and  would  never  disturb  the  deep  current  of 
mutual  friendship  between  the  two  nations.  He 
gave  "Old  England — Honor  to  her  just  achieve- 
ments in  every  field  of  fame." 

The  health  of  Mr.  Webster  was  given  by  lieut. 
Hoskins,  and  was  received  with  great  cheering. 
Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  gratitudi?  to  lieut.  Hos- 
kin for  the  pleasure  of  visiting  his  splendid  vessel. 
It  is  our  fortune,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  live  at  a  new 
epoch.  We  behold  two  continents  approaching  each 
■  other.  The  skill  of  yonr  countrymen,  sir,  and  my 
countrymen,  is  annihilating  space.  Born  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  eaith,  we  are  here  together,  though 
you  left  home  but  yesterday.  We  are  glad  to  see 
you.  We  are  glad  of  any  means  by  which  the  in- 
tercourse may  be  facilitated  between  the  country 
which  is  the  centre  of  the  commercial  nations  ol 
the  earth,  ami  this,  which  is  the  commercial  conn- 
try  of  the  west.  Mr.  Webster  made  some  remarks 
on  the  prospective  benefits  to  arise  from  the  deve- 
lopements  of  the  powers  of  steam,  but  soon  sat  down, 
as  he  was  oppressed  by  a  severe  cold. 

Mr.  Bradish,  speaker  of  the  assembly,  on  his 
health  being  drank,  made  a  short,  but  eloquent 
speech.  So  did  II.  Maxwell,  esq.  of  this  city 
We  are  unable,  from  want  of  time,  to  give  even  a 
sketch  of  their  remarks. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  circumstances  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  only  one  which  produced  any 
feelings  but  those  of  congratulation,  was  the  pre- 
sence of  .John  Ridge,  one  of  tl  e  principal  chiefs 
ol  tiK-    Cherokees.     While  the  mutual  congralida 


The  company  were  on  board  nearly  three  hours, 
and  came  away  highly  gratified.  To-day  the  ladies 
are  invited. 


Departure  of  the  Great  Ues/cni.  The  steam  pack- 
el  Great  Western  sailed  from  New  York  on  Mon- 
day last.  The  event  created  a  great  sensadon  in  that 
city,  and  was  witnessed  by  thousands  of  cidzens  who 
thronged  the  wharves,  sieamboats,  &c.  Tlie  follow- 
ing brief,  but  graphic  account,  is  from  the  New  York 
American  of  Tuesday. 

Yesterday  was  a  jubilee  for  New  York.  After  a 
dreary  easterly  storm,  the  waters  of  our  bay,  ruffled  by 
a  fresh  westerly  breeze  and  dancing  in  the  bright  sun- 
lif'ht,  were  animated  by  one  of  those  striking  spectacles 
\vliich  they  alone  can  furnish  forth.  A  fleet  of  twelve 
«'<andioats,  numerous  sail  ves-^els,  and  rowboats,  assem- 
lilid  I.J  witness  the  departure  of  the  weat  trans- Atlantic 
SI.-'  ior;  while  a  vast  proportion  of^the  populaton  of  a 
great  city  was  poured  out  upon  the  battery  and  the 
piers,  and  loaded,  absolutely  loadtJ,  on  board  the  con- 
voying steamboats. 

About  one  o'clock,  Broadway  was  thronged  with 
carriages  and  pedestrians,  in  a  steady  and  unreturning 
stream  towards  the  battery;  and,  when  two  o'clock, 
the  hour  of  departure  of  the  Great  Western,  had  arrived, 
tiiere  seemed  not  a  foot  of  ground  on  or  around  the 
batteiy  unoccupied  by  a  human  being. 

Punctually  at  the  hour,  the  noble  -ship  dressed  out 
in  colours,  put  off  from  the  pier,  and  swept  up  the  north 
river;  the  Providence,  the  New  York,  the  Vanderbill, 
the  Highlander,  the  American  Eagle,  the  Sun,  the  Ar- 
row, the  Brooklyn,  the  Hoboken,  and  several  other 
.steamboats,  all  decorated  wiih  colors,  and  many  having 
on  liuard  bands  of  music,  put  out  from  ditTerent 
whar\es,  and  circHng  around,  formed  for  those  on 
shore  a  beautiful  coup  d'ceil,  while,  in  turn,  the  living 
p\  ramids  at  Casde  Garden,  and  the  sea  of  human  faces 
presented  by  a  glance  at  the  receding  land,  gave  back 
a  noi  less  striking  picture  to  those  afloat 

When  the  Great  Western  turned  her  head  seaward, 
and  put  herself  serioulsy  to  the  work,  she  astonished  all 
by  her  speed — keeping  way  with  the  fastest  boats,  and 
p'l'finir  ihn=r  Pii'sita^t,  nnd  very  deeply  laden  with 
|i ;  mil:.  i-,;.i  ;!..  :i  li:-.iii:  I's.  It  is  true  they  were 
<   ■    '      '■;        ■■::  ■    ti.i    ill  1.1,        ilheuUies,  their    unusual 

ii'  I   ill.  Ill  il  !!  r  Mn| il'i:  :\'  III  preserving  an  even  keel, 

ilic  iiiifseiii/ers  naturally  tluoiiging  the  side  toward  the 
Great  Western,  proved  serious  obstacles  to  their  rapid 
progress. 

■Tlie  whole  squarlron  flew  down  the  bay,  a  New  .Tcr- 
sey  pilot  boat  under  all  sail,  with  a  glorious  breeze  keep- 
ine  headway  with  them,  until  abrest  of  the  Narrows, 
wficn  the  Great  Western  stopped  her  wheels,  and  the 
Providenee  ran  along  side  to  take  off  the  returning  pas- 
sengers. While  this  was  in  progress,  and  from  the 
nuniher,  it  necessarily  occupied  some  time,  the  other 
boats  all  gathered  close  around  her,  like  a  convoy 
around  the  admiral;  and  while  thus  grouped,  a  fine 
ship,  the  Christopher  Colon,  li^om  the  Havana,  came  in 
frrini  sra,  a  11  f.nils  s-el,  and  added  not  a  little  to  the  pic- 
Mih  !i;  i.iiiiili'i.j  !,i.  i|.  ^hi  ;i.-Ld,to  permit  her  way- 
t'.i  I       ■'.  .  .1     '1.  ,    I  ■  ,M  -  il  iMgeant. 

(III.  Ill  lii.l  II'  ill  .!■  wiio  were  mere  ama- 
lii.,:-,il!.  Ci.it  Wi.  iiMi  :i_.iiii  L'ot  uiidiT  way,  and 
piu  f'urth  with  buoyant  speed  and  hi"h  h.'|ir  u|'')n  her 
long  and  pathless  voyage,  chec n d.  i  .  ii.e  ;.v.  by  as 
hearty  and  unanimous  good  wislir.-  ii><  \ei' .ui-unipani- 
ed  adveii'iii    n-  \.  \  ui  is. 

Il  was  11  j  :  SI  ,  ,1  in  New  York,  and  duly  celebrat- 
ed. Ill-  ';  ■  I  n  .  i:id.>ed,of  a  neweraforourwhole 
country,  |ii  whi:.  l^.r  all  purposes  of  siili'  political,  and 
national  isolaiion,  the  great  oi^e m  \  il"  \s  heivveen 
us  and  the  old  world,  for  all  the  j '  i  lal  com- 
munication, of  rapid  and  civih/ms  iiiiiiiHirial  inter- 
course, of  the  progress  of  mind,  ol  siii  ni^diening  and 
expanding  niiuual  respect  and  aflijction,  it  may  almost 
liesriid  lobeaiiniiiih-ed 

Tile  Gieat  Wes  ei  ii  carries  out  more  'han  seventy 
cabin  pa5Se.igers. 


We  are  informed  that  the  Marine  insurance  compa- 
nies have  resolved  to  take  risks  in  the  first  class  steam- 
ers at  the  rates  charged  for  packet  ships. 

The  following  addenda  are  from  the  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser: 

Among  the  smaller  articles  of  freight  which  the  West- 
ern carries  out,  is  one  which  will  be  a  novelty  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  a  beautiful  boquet  of  flowers,  culled  from 
Mr.  Thorburn's  garden  at  Hallett's  cove,  and  is  intend- 
ed for  the  queen.  It  was  enclosed  in  a  tin  case,  her- 
metically sealed  mih  a  plate  glass  cover.  It  was  pre- 
pared at  the  suggesuon  of  lieut.  Carpenter,  and  so  pre- 
pared that  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  preserved  with  freshness 
to  be  presented  next  week  to  the  queen,  at  Windsor 
castle.  It  will  be  the  first  nosegay  which  her  majesty 
ever  received  from  the  gardens  of  her  western  neigh- 
bors. 

Thus  has  ended  the  first  visit  of  Mr.  John  Bull  in 
his  steamers — and  a  proud  visit  it  has  been.  He  has 
sliown  us  specimens  of  his  workmanship  in  the  steam- 
ing hue,  vieing  wiih — nay,  surpassing,  any  machinery 
of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  tliis  country.  A  single  glance 
at  this  ponderous  macliinery,  and  the  perfection  of  the 
workmanship,  at  once  satisfies  the  beholder  of  its 
strength  and  safety.  And  the  moment  the  machinery 
begins  to  move,  the  opinion  is  confirmed.  Notwitn- 
standing  its  power,  not  ajar  is  heard;  and  those  accus- 
tomed to  the  clacking  of  the  machinery  of  American 
boats,  and  the  jarring  of  every  stroke,  would  be  aston- 
ished on  board  the  Great  Western,  st  the  silencce  and 
stillness  of  the  morion.  While  at  table  yesterday,  at  a 
speed  which  kept  ahead  of  our  swiftest  boats,  the  pas- 
sengers supposed  the  ship  had  stopped,  because  of  its 
entire  stillness. 

It  is  estimated  in  the  N.  Y.  Express  that  the  Great 
Western  carried  out  20,000  letters.  The  steamer  sailed 
so  late  that  letters  were  taken  in  until  nearly  2  P.  M. 
A  large  amount  of  bills  v/ere  purchased  in  the  fore- 
noon and  despatched  by  this  vessel.  Bills  on  London 
sold  at  106  1-4  a  lOIJ  1-2,  which  is  about  the  rate  they 
stood  at. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 


The  packet  ship  United  States,  at  New  York, 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  9lh  April,  and  brings 
London  papers  to  the  Sth  inclusive. 

We  see  no  confirmation  of  the  statement  that  the 
Bank  of  England  had  resolved  to  ship  no  more 
bullion  fo  the  United  States. 

Earl  Durham  and  his  lady  were  to  leave  London 
April  12,  for  Portsmouth  to  embark  in  the  Hastings 
ship  of  the  line  for  Canada. 

The  horrid  story  is  reiterated  by  the  Paris  cor- 
respondent of  the  London  Times,  viz: 

"Count  Anatole  Demidotf  has  again  written  to 
the  Journal  des  Debats,  alluding  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  600  young  Polish  women  to  the  camp  of 
Woesnesenk,  and  repeating  his  surprise  that  any 
one  should  continue  to  disbelieve  that  statement. 
Now,  on  the  very  highest  authority,  I  reiterate  that 
the  wholesale  abduction  in  question  did  take  place, 
and  with  your  permission  I  shall  re-state  that  a 
great  number  of  those  unfortunate  young  person.s 
were  carried  ofi'  from  the  confiscated  estates  of 
prince  Czartoryski;  that  the  victims  to  whom  the 
horrible  preference  was  given  were  young  married 
women,  that  they  were  habited  in  the  Russian 
costume,  and  not  as  Tyrolese  (as  mentioned  in  the 
French  paper.)  None  of  them  have  since  returned 
to  their  homes." 

Much  alarm  continued  to  prevail  at  Paris  at  the 
extent  to  which  stock  jobbing  is  carried  on  in 
shares  of  joint  stock  companies. 

On  the  extraordinary  circular  letter  of  M.  Mar- 
tin (du  Nord)  on  the  stale  of  our  banks,  we  find 
the  following: 

"It  appears  that  this  alarming  communication 
was  duly  appreciated  at  Havre,  and  those  other 
ports  in  France  where  the  merchants  being  in  di- 
rect and  daily  communication  with  the  United 
States'  agents  and  correspondents,  were  able  to  j 
correct  the  statements  and  impressions  contained  in  i 
the  ministerial  circular.  According  to  some  in- 
formation which  we  find  in  the  Commerce  on  this 
head,  Lyons  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  for- 
tunate owing  to  her  communications  with  America 
being  less  direct  than  the  sea  port  towns,  and  being 
already  creditors  to  a  very  large  amount,  the  man- 
ufacturers of  that  city,  alarmed  by  the  representa- 
tions of  the  French  minister  of  commerce,  refused 
to  execute  some  very  large  orders  for  silks  which 
had  arrived  and  which  consequently  have  been  un- 
dertaken in  another  country,  where  the  Americans 
enjoy  better  credit.  That  paper  concludes  by 
asking  what  is  the  use  of  a  minister  of  commerce 
whose  acts  are  shown  by  the  above  facts  to  he  so 
far  from  alfbrding  protection  to  manufactures  and' 
commerce,  that  they  have  only  tended  to  mislead' 
and  depress  the  staples  of  the  kingdom. 

Henrv  Howiltson.  esq.  deceased,  of  Wesfmore-I 
land,  ha's  left  8110,000/  .  th-  largest  fortune  ever  ac-l 
cumulated  by  a  private  individual  in  tlial  shire. I 
Ho  was  formerly  golil  lace  man  to  tiie  king.  | 
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Over  SI)  persons  have  died  at  Worcester  ol'  the 
small  pox.  The  Metropolitan  police  of  the  last 
year  cost  220,1)!);)/.  The  deposltes  in  the  Saviiij;^ 
Bank  of  Eii;^larnl  for  1S37,  were  over  twenty  aiil 
a  half  millions  sterling,  bein^  !)0(),l)0()/.  over  IS.iS. 
The  coro.iatioiiof  Victoria  is  fi.\-e(l  lor  June  2r)th. 
It  is  propos  'il  in  parliament  to  abolish  alto^etlier 
the  pii.iisliai  >nt  of  transportation,  substituting  a 
general  system  of  imprisonment. 

The  kin^  of  Hanover  has  prohibited  all  H.mo- 
verians  frojn  stnilyins  at  Leipsic. 

Loii  ion.  .Ijinl  i .  There  is  no  alteration  in  the 
character  of  the  commercial  money  market,  ami, 
though  money  is  to  be  well  employed — bills  with 
good  names  may  be  done  at  3  p.T  cent.  In  the 
forei|;n  exclia'!;;e3  we  have  had  but  very  little  biisi- 
ness,  and  the  rates  continue  rather  aijainst  the 
country;  althoiiijh  the  shipments  of  manufactured 
goods  have  rather  increased.  This  anomaly  can  on- 
ly be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  lately  there  have 
been  more  dealings  in  foreign  securities  aad  shares. 

The  increasing  disposition  to  invest  in  the  Bri- 
tish securities,  to  which  we  referred  last  evening, 
has  b3en  more  strongly  manilosted  this  day  on  the 
English  stock  exchan2;e,  ami,  in  consequence,  con- 
sols have  advanced  in  value,  although  the  public 
revenue  has  shown  strong  symptoms  of  being  on 
the  wane. 

The  Orpheus,  the  New  York  packet  of  the  16lh 
nit.,  was  telegraphed  oif  Uolyliead  at  1  o'clock 
yesterday,  but  she  had  not  readied  Liverpool  up  to 
midnight. 

Lowlja,.iitrin.  M,:ic'i  markcl.  The  English 
stock  market,  which  was  ibi'ble  in  the  early  part  ol 
the  w>ek,  has,  during  the  last  two  days,  evinced  a 
much  fi'-mer  appearance;  and,  though  the  business 
has  not  been  extensive,  prices  are  all  higher.  Ex- 
chequer bills  are  64  to  66,  and  India  bonds  have 
been  done  at  70  pm.  Money  still  coiiiiuues  abun- 
dant, and  though  Ihere  has  been  a  considerable  ex- 
porlation  of  bullion  to  America,  the  influ.x  of  the 
precious  metals  from  the  continent  has  been  quite 
sulficient  to  meet  the  demand  thus  occasioned. 

Lh-erpool  colion  innrket,  .l/iril  7.  There  has  been 
a  considerable  extent  of  business  transacted  in 
cotton  this  week,  and  in  the  coinmencement  the 
demand  was  not  so  freely  supplied  by  holders,  and 
full  prices  were  obtain-'il  for  American;  butdurin;; 
the  last  few  days  t:iare  has  been  more  disposition 
to  eii'ect  sales,  ami  the  market  closes  heavily  at  the 
quotations  of  last  week.  Surat  is  in  good  "demand 
without  change  in  price.  The  sales  of  the  week 
amount  to  25,160  biles,  including  3, n;10  .Vmerican 
on  speculation,  and  900  American,  3-50  Surat  lor 
export.  330  Sea  Island.  17  to  33il;  8,210  upland, 
5  1-2  to  8  1-2;  2,flto  Mobile,  Sec.  .5  to  D  1-2;  II, .530 
New  Orleans,  5  1-8  to  7  1-2;  1,200  Egvntian,  8  to 
12  1-2. 

The  cotton  market  is  dull  anil  siiiritless,  and 
prices  rather  tending  dowinvards.  The  sales  of 
to-day  are  3,000  bags,  including  200  .\merican  on 
speculation. 

Liverpool,  .rlpril  7.  Tjbacco.  The  sales  amount 
to  160  lihds.,  of  which  10  lihds.  are  for  Ireland, 
and  the  remainder  for  the  home  trade. 


hope   to   obtain   them  in  time   to  forward  by   the  |     The  orders  received  by  the  commander,  Bazoche 
schooner.  i  for  the  execution  of  the  duty  committed  to  him  are' 

There  arc  no  merchant  vessels  of  any  nation  now  j  as  you  see,  sir,  liom  the  annexed  extract  of  the  des- 
in  port,  and  but  one  American— the  Ann  Eliza,  of .  p,atch  sent  to  me  by  Baron  de  Dellaudis,  entiielv 
New  \otk~-expcclcd.  The  blockade  will  be  rigid  j  conformable  with  the  liberal  principles  professed  by 
.as  respects  merchants  vessels,  but  none  others.  Krance  on  the  subject  of  blockades;  and  they  are 
The  French  force  consists  at  present  of  one  frigate  dr-awn  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  preserve  neutrals 
and  five  brigs;  another  frigate  daily  expected.  A  |  especially  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  all 
gun  hng  will  leave  this  evening,  with  despatches  restraints  and  vexations  (ontraves)  which  are  not 
lor  the  Kr.uich  minister  in  the  United  Slat.-s,  for  absolutely  imlis|icnsable  lor  the  allaininent  of  the 
I'ensacola.  lawful  ends  proposed  by  the  king's  government. 


ELOCKADE  OF  THE  MEXICAN  PORTS. 
U.  S.  frigate    Coiislellalion, 
Pens'jcolit  bit),  ./Ipnl  25,  1833. 

Sir;  The  Grampus  has  this  mom'Uit  returned 
from  Vera  Criiz,  and  brings  the  enclosed  papers,  be- 
ing a  report  from  commander  Breese,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  and  copy  of  a  letter  to  hirn,  with  circular 
enclosed,  from  the  French  commanrlant  olf  Vera 
Cruz,  d':'cliring  a  blockade  of  all  the  ports  ofMex- 
ico.  The  uUi:natum  and  reply  mentioned  by  com- 
mander Breese  were  not  forwarded  by  him,  but  I 
understand  they  will  be  found  in  a  package  of  pa- 
pers from  our  consul  at  Vera  Cruz  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  which  I  this  day  transmit  by  the  regu- 
lar mail. 

The  Ontario  and  Concord  are  now  in  the  gulf,  the 
first  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  latter  olfTampico. 

Tne  Vandalia  sails  to-morrow  or  next  day  for  the 
coast  of  Texas  and  Mexico. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuly.  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  '  A.  J.DALL.\S. 
Hon.  Mahlon-  Dickersov, 

Sec'ij  of  the  navtj,   IVashin^ton,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  ship  Ontario.  SicriJicioH.  .Ipril  16,  1838. 

Sir;  I  despatch  the  Grampus  to  apprize  you  that 
the  French  minister,  Baron  Uelfaiidis.  received  yes- 
terday from  Mexico  the  r»-ply  of  this  government 
to  his  ultimatum,  which  not  provini; satisfactory,  it 
has  been  d.>terinined  to  commence  im  nediitely  the 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  republic.  Herewith  I 
send  the  French  commaniler'seiTcuhr  to  thatetr-ct. 

1  hiv.;  r  qu  'st  .d  our  cTi=  il  In  procure  a  copy  o' 
the  French  ultimatum,  and  the  reply   thereto,   and 


'I'he  Concord  is  here,  and  I  shall  direct  captain 
F.it/.hugh  to  proceed  olf  Tampico,  communicate 
with  our  consul  there,  and  proffer  any  aisislance 
that  our  countrymen  there  may  require  at  his  hands. 
1  shall  remain  with  this  ship  here,  until  the  excite- 
ment that  the  blockade  may  create  on  shore  has  sub- 
sided; and  then,  if  the  presence  of  a  vessel  of  war 
be  no  longer  necessary,  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Tex- 
as in  prosecution  of  your  further  orders.  Very  re- 
spectfully, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  BREESE. 
Commodore  A.J.  I).\r.i..\s, 
Com\l's  U.  S.  m.  Fo.  ill  IF.  In.  k  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Station  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

On  board  his  inajcstifsfriaate  I'Herniione,  at  anchor 
otr Sacrificios,.'lpril  |6,  1838. 

The  commander  of  tlieslation  of  the  gulfof  Mex- 
ico has  the  honor  to  inform  captain  Breese,  of  the 
-^loop  of  war  Ontario,  that  he  has  just  made  known 
to  the  Mexican  government  the  blockade  ofall  tlie 
ports  of  the  republic.  He  sends  enclosed  a  co|iy  of 
Ihe  circular  addressed  by  himself  and  the  minister 
pi 'nipotentiary  of  France  to  the  French  consuls  es- 
tablished in  Mexico;  ami  at  the  same  time  he  begs 
captain  Breese  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  BAZOCHE. 

Circular  agreed  upon   bctirccn  the  minister  plenipn- 
tentiarij  of  France,  in  Mexiro,  and  the  commander 
of  the   naval  station,  nntifiing  the  French  consuls 
establishedin  Mexico  of  the  declaration  of  the  block- 
ade of  all  the  ports  of  the  republic. 
In  consequence  of  the  reji-ction  of  the  ultimatum 
addressed  on  the  21st  of  thelast  month  to  the  Mexi- 
can government,  by  order  of  the  king's  government, 
it  has  been   deterinined   that  the  ports  of  Mexico 
shall   be  iminedialely  blockaded,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  all  entry 'to  or  departure  from  them. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  Baron  Delfaiidis  and 
the  commander  Bazoche  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing principles  for  the  blockade: 

1.  No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  towards  the  en- 
trance of  the  blockaded  ports  shall  be  detained  or 
captuied,  if  she  has  not  previously  received  from 
one  ol  the  vessels  of  the  French  division  a  special 
notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This 
notification  shall  be,  moreover,  inserted  in  writing 
on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel,  by  the  crui- 
ser which  meets  her;  and  it  shall  contain  the  an- 
nouncement, together  with  statements  of  the  day 
and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

2.  Neutral  ve.ssels  which  may  be  already  in  one 
of  the  ports  of  the  republic  before  the  blockade  of 
such  port,  will  have  lull  libeity  to  depart,  with  or 
without  cargo,  during  fifteen  days,  dated  fiom  that 
upon  which  the  blockade  is  established. 

3.  The  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  will  re- 
main entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
the  British  post  office,  military,  and  non-commer- 
cial packet  vessels. 

4.  The  ports  of  the  Mexican  republic  shall  re^ 
main  entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
Mexican  boats  exclusively  engaged  in  tishinj 
less  the  French  naval  division  should  be  hereafter 
forced,  in  retaliation,  to  withdraw  this  benevolent 
disposition. 

Translation   of  a  note   [to  Mr.   Forsyth]  from   the 

minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  accompanied  by 

a  document. 

Sir:  The  Mexican  government  having  refused 
to  accept  the  ultimatum,  addressed,  with  the  view 
of  elfecting  a  reconciliation,  to  it  on  the  21st  of 
March  last,  by  the  French  government,  the  king's 
minister  in  Mexico,  who  is  at  this  moment  on  board 

the  frigate  I'Hermione,  has  just  communicated  (o  !  «hould  be  of  forbidding  this  vessel  from  entering 
me,  by  means  of  the  armed  brig  I'Eclipse,  sent  for  I  Vera  Cruz,  as  we  should  also  do  with  regard  to  our 
the  purpose  to  Pensacola,  this  refusal,  as  also  the  own  mail  |iackets  from  Havre.  But  we  have,  at  the 
measures  which  it  had  induced  capt.  Bazoche,  the  I  same  time,  promised  that  officer,  at  his  own  re- 
commander  of  the  Flench  naval  forces,  to  employ;  i  quest,  to  allow  the  consignee  of  the  .\nn  Eliza  to 
and  I  hasten,  sir,  agreeably  to  his  majesty's  orders,  communicaae  with  her  at  sea,  to  receive  her  letters, 
to  make  known  to  the  government  of  the  Unitc'd  and  to  give  instructions  with  regard  to  her  luture 
States  the  following  official  notification.  destination. 

All  the  ports  nf  Mexico  arc  declared  to  be  in  a        Accept,  sir,  etc.  BN.  DEFFAUDIS. 

state  of  blockade.     This  blockade  is  rendered  eflec-  — 

five  (or  to  be  enforced)  with  regard  to  Vera  Cruz  The  French  consul-general  has  forwarded  lis, 
from  anri  after  the  15;h  of  the  Vat  monlh.  and  has  I  says  the  New  York  Sunday  !Vi-w3.  some  dociim-nts 
riouhtless  been  since  extended  to  the  other  ports  of  1  wiiichwe  have  translated  for  the  benefit  of  uur  re«- 
thc  republic.  Idera; 


^in  adilressing  you,  sir,  this  communication,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  yon  would  be  so  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  Ihe  receipt  of  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, ill  order  that  the  biig  I'Eclipse  may  not  be  de- 
tained at  Pensacola  waiting  for  my  answer  longer 
than  necessary. 

I  avail  myself,  sir,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
you  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  PO.VTOIS. 
To  the  hon.  J.  FonsvTii, 

Secretary  of  state  of  the  United  Stales. 

Extract  from  ihe  despatch  of  the  Baron  de  Deffaudis 
dated. 1prii\5,  1838. 

"On  board  his  majesty's  frigate  rHerinione,  at 
anchor  olf  Sacrificios.  near  Vera  Cruz. 

"1.  No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  towards  the  en- 

ince  of  the  blockaded  ports  shall  be  detained  or 
captured,  if  she  has  not  previously  receiiedfrom 
one  of  the  vessels  of  the  French  division  a  special 
olification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This 
otificalion  shall  be,  moreover,  inserted  in  writing 
on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by  the  crui- 
ser uhich  meets  her;  and  it  shall  contain  the  an- 
nouncement, together  with  statements  of  the  day 
and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

"2.  Neutral  vessels  which  may  be  already  in  one 
of  the  ports  ol  the  republic  before  the  blockade  of 
such  port,  will  have  full  libeify  to  depart,  with  or 
without  cargo,  during  fifteen  d.iys,  dated  from  that 
upon  which  the  blockade  is  established. 

"3.  The  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  will 
remain  entirely  free  for  the  en  trance  and  departures  of 
the  post  office,  military  and  non-commercial  packet 
vessels. 

"4.  The  ports  of  the  Mexican  republic  shall  re- 
main entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  ilepartnre  of 
.Mexican  boats  exclusively  cngag.'d  in  fishing,  un- 
less the  French  naval  division  should  be  hereafter 
forced,  in  retaliation,  to  vvitlidiaw  this  benevolent 
disposition.*' 

You  see,  sir,  that  M.  Bazoche  is  desirous  of  con- 
fining himself  to  the  employment  of  the  mildest 
measures  of  restraint,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  reparation  due  by  the  Mexican  government  to 
France,  unless  fresh  attacks  upon  the  persons  or 
property  of  the  king's  subjects  residing  in  Mexico 
should  require  him  to  adopt  means  decidedly  se- 
vere. Now  this  persistence  in  the  system  of  mo- 
deration, indicated  by  my  ultimatum,  is  rendered 
worthy  of  praise,  after  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Mexican  government,  wdiich,  in  tolerating  (if  it  did 
not  even  provoke,  by  its  official  writings,)  the  pub- 
lication of  the  most  odious  calumnies  respecting  our 
intentions  to  conquer  the  country,  to  dismember  its 
territory,  etc.  did  not  hesitate  to  expose  to  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  with  the  sole  end  of  maintaining  it- 
self in  power,  not  only  our  countrymen,  but  like- 
wise all  foreigners  established  in  the  territory  of  the 
republic.  This  conduct  is  essentially  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  honor,  of  civilization,  and  of  humanity. 
You  also  see,  sir,  from  the  principles  adopted  by 
M.  Bazoche  as  the  rules  of  his  conduct,  that  it  is 
our  desire  to  preserve  neutrals  from  all  the  restric- 
tions and  difficulties  (entraves)  which  are  not  abso- 
lutely indispensable  for  the  purpose  which  we  are 
endeavoring  lawfully  to  effect.  1  am  also  happy  to 
be  able  to  state  to  you  a  circumstance  which  proves 
our  sincerity  njion  this  point.  esp£ci-jlly  so  far  as 
relates  to  Americans.  On  this  very  day,  the  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario  called  on  us  on 
board  of  the  frig;ite  I'Hermione,  to  speak  to  us  re- 
specting the  approaching  arrival  ol  the  packet  Ann 
Eliza,  engaged  in  commerce,  and  in  carrying  letters 
from   New   York.     We  were  obliged  to  express  to 

im  our  regret  at  the  necessity  under  which  we 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Office  of  the  French  consul  general.  ) 
A'cw  York,  May  5,  1838     ) 

Mr  Editor— You  will  oblige  me,  by  publish- 
ing in  vour  valuable  paper,  lor  the  benefit  ot  those 
merchants  of  New  Yorlovho  are  enga(;ed  in  com- 
merce with  France,  an  official  comnuinication 
which  I  have  just  received  from  his  excellency, 
the  minister  plcnipotentiarv  of  France  at  Washing- 
ton relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports 
by  the  French  squadron,  underthe  command  of  ad- 
miral Bazoche. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 

L.  DE  LA  FOREST,  consul-general. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Sunday  Morning  News. 

Copu  of  an  official  communicalion  addressed  by  the 
the  minister  plenipolenliary  from  France  at  Wash- 
ington, to  the  consul-general  for   France  at   Afw 

Washington,  May  3,  1S38. 
S,B_The  Mexican  government  having  rejected 
the  ultimatum,  which,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation, 
had  been  piollered  to  it  by  the  French  i;overnment 
underdate  of  the  21st  of  March  last,  the  king's  min- 
ister to  Mexico,  who  is  now  on  board  the  Ingate 
Hermion,  has  just  notified  we  that  all  the  Mexican 
ports  are  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockadt-; 
that  this  blockade  became  effective,  with  respect  to 
Vera  Cruz,  from  the  16th  of  last  month;  and  that 
there  would  not  be  any  delay  in  extending  it  to  the 
other  ports  of  the  republic. 

I  have  notified  the  (U.S.)  government  ot  this 
measure;  and  have  advised  it  that  the  orders  trans- 
milted  to  the  commander  of  the  French  fleet  on  the 
Mexican  station,  for  the  execution  ol  the  duties 
which  have  devolved  upon  him,  are  entirely  in 
conformity  with  the  liberal  principles  prolessed  by 
France  on  the  subject  of  blockading,  and  are  Iramed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  relieve  neutral  vessels  from 
all  hindrances  which  are  not  indispensable  to  the 
attainment  of  the  legitimate  ends  contemplated  by 
the  government. 

I  notify  yon  of  this  measure,  that  you  may  take 
any  steps  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  interests  ol 
those  ol  our  countrymen  who  may  be  residents  in 
New  York. 

Accept,  sir,  Stc. 
(Signed)  E.DEPONTOIS. 

From  the  Globe  of  Monday  niiiht,  7th  mst. 
We  have  received  a  copy  from  a  recent  corres- 
pondence between  the  French  minister,  the  Baron 
de  Delfdudis,  and  the  minister  ol  foreign  alfairs  ol 
Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  claims  ol  France  upon 
that  government,  from  which  we  may  herealter 
publish  extracts.  In  the  meantime,  we  insert  a 
ha^ty  translation  of  the  manifesto  of  the  president 
of  the  republic,  issued  after  the  correspondence 
had  been  brought  to  a  close. 

A  translated  copy  of  the  manifesto  of  the  president  of 
t/ie  Mexican  republic  to  the  nation. 
Mexicans:  If  it  be  the  sacred  duty  of  the  chiefs 
of  free  nations  to  address  their  fellow-citizens 
when  an  internal  danger  is  about  to  compromise 
their  interest  and  happiness,  this  obligation  takes 
a  more  august  and  more  national  charact.  r  when 
an  external  war  is  threatened.  Then  the  voice  ol 
the  chief  magistrate  is  the  centre  of  all  opinions,  ol 
a)'  parties;  and  without  the  odious  distinctions  ol 
civil  war,  calls  all  to  defend  the  dignity,  the  rights, 
and  the  honor  of  their  country. 

You  are  already  aware  of  the  deplorable  state  ol 
our  relations  with  France,  and  have  been  able  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  the  government,  who 
have  employed  every  method  wliich  tlieir  noble 
and  amicable  sentiments  could  inspire,  to  prevent 
'the  hotile  measures  which  at  length  the  irench 
cabinet  have  adopted.  Without  hearing  our  min- 
ister whose  mission  had  for  its  object  to  regulate 
our  relations,  and  found  them  upon  a  more  firm  and 
solid  basis;  without  knowing  the  inten  ions  o!  the 
■    republicaji  government,   disposed   at   al     times   to 

■  salisfyjnst  and  rational  claims;  without  dates  or 
sufficient  information  upon  the  state  of  the  ueg<)tia- 
tjons  orders  a  navaUorce  upon  our  coast,  and  de- 
mands, with  violence,  pecuniary  indemnihcations, 

■  the  removal  from  office  of  our  magistrates,  and 
sueti  concessions  as  will  cause  a  general  alarm  in 
the  continent  of  America.  The  document  pub- 
li=hed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  will  give 
you  every  information,  and  arouse  your  zeal  and 
VDiir  patriotism. 

It  would  be  useless  to  manifest  to  you  the  neces- 
sity of  contesting  upon  the  u^iinn/i'niof  the  Fiench 
Rovernment,  iu  the  terms  used  in  the  respective 
communication  of  the  minister  of  foreign  alfairs. 
There  is  not,  I  do  not  a  moment  doubt,  one  single 
Mexican,  who  does  not  think  as  thinks,  and  leel  as 
f??ls,the  gpyeriMhent,     The  honor  of  an    indepen- 


dent nation  is  so  delicate,  that  the  least  fault  which 
might  stain  it  would  cover  it  with  infamy. 

i'he  blockade  of  our  ports,  to  deprive  the  nation 
of  a  part  of  its  pecuniary  resources,  is  about  to  be 
put  in  effect  by  the  French  naval  force.  With  this 
it  is  intended  to  compel  the  government  to  accede 
to  the  pretensions  of  the  ultimatum,  with  assurance 
that  it  will  be  continued  until  those  pretensions  are 
fully  complied  with. 

Nothing  ought  to  intimidate  us,  because,  in  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  the  nation  will  not  be  deficient 
of  any  auxiliaries  that  may  be  necessary;  and  even 
should  she  he  deficient,  would  she,  in  one  soli^ry 
difliculty,  give  up  her  national  patriotism?  The 
Mexicans  know  how  to  sutler  every  class  of  priva- 
tion; and  these,  so  far  Irom  cooling  their  enthu- 
siasm, only  excites  their  rage  against  an  unjust  ag- 
gression. 

"  Mexicans:  Let  us  prepare  ourselves  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  choicest  blessings  enjoyed  by  a  free 
people — liberty  and  honor — and  confide  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  government  and  of  the  congress  to 
obey  the  national  vote.  From  this  moment  ought 
to  be  extinguished  every  species  of  odium  and  re- 
sentment which  unfortunately  has  divided  the  mem- 
bers of  the  same  family;  and,  in  your  name,  I  de- 
lare  him  a  traitor  who  shall  foirent  disunion  or 
discord. 

Manifest  to  the  world  that  generosity  form?  your 
character,  and  that  the  world  knows  nothing  of  you 
when  it  attempts  to  present  you  as  men  who  pos- 
sess but  a  small  portion  of  hospitality  and  civiliza- 
tion, that  the  French  citizens  who  reside  in  our  ter- 
ritory, and  under  the  protection  of  our  laws  and 
authorities,  may  never  have  to  lament  the  least 
aggravation  on  our  part.  Treat  them  with  due 
consideration,  and  do  not  stain  with  the  least 
blemish  the  character  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

We  feel  sensible,  we  cannot  conceal  it,  that  we 
have  for  our  enemy  the  government  of  one  the 
most  powerful  and  flourishing  nations;  but  if  the 
differences  which  now  exist  have  to  be  decided  by 
instice, patriotism,  and  above  all,  the  protection  of 
Providence,  we  may  count  on  the  termination  being 
crowned  with  success,  and  exhibit  to  the  world 
that  the  abuse  of  foreign  poAer  is  not  capable  of 
changing  the  glorious  destinies  of  the  republic. 

Disposed  as  much  for  an  honorable  peace  as  de- 
cided for  an  eternal  war,  your  president  will  oniit 
nothing  on  his  part  to  prevent  any  new  difficulties 
that  may  tend  to  prolong  a  state  so  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  both  countries.  Nor  docs  he  lose 
the  hope  that,  in  the  end,  will  be  re-established 
that  friendship  and  harmony  which  is  of  so  much 
importance  to  both  governments.  If  it  were  not 
tlius,  and  if  the  blessings  of  peace  have  to  be  sa- 
crificed in  order  not  to  submit  to  Ignominy  and  in- 
famy, let  US  all  unite  in  the  same  spirit  of  1S21; 
whe'n,  full  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of  onrcause, 
we  declared  to  the  world  to  sacrifice  our  existence, 
.r  it  be  necessary;  and  the  first  to  do  so  is  your 
president  and  friend, 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 
Palacio   of  the    national    government,  Mexico, 
March  31st,  1S38. 


MR.  BARNKY'S  LETTER. 

To    WlLLIAIVI    LOBMAN,  EsQ. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

Sib:  Recognising  in  you  the  president  of  the 
oldest,  most  prosperous,  and  best  conducted  bank- 
ing institution  of  the  state— a  public  and  patriotic 
citizen,  whose  enlarged  and  liberal  views  have  con- 
tributed more  than  any  other  to  advance  my  native 
city  to  her  present  elevated  position,  an  exemplar 
in  private  life  of  all  domestic  virtues — a  gentleman 
whom  from  boyhood  I  have  respected  and  esteem- 
ed, I  address  you  at  this  epoch  teeming  with 
events  intimately  connected  with  the  future  pros- 
perity of  our  beloved  country. 

The  generous  devotion  ot  our  banking  institu- 
tions in  sacrificing  their  high  standing  in  consent- 
ing to  be  proclaimed  bankrupt,  in  order  to  save 
the  commercial  commiudty,  has  received,  as  it 
merrited,  the  approbation  of  all  intelligent  men, 
and  the  result  has  proved  their  sagacity,  solvency, 
and  solidity. 

Indebted  to  the  general  government  fifty  mil- 
lions, forty-four  of  which  have  been  promptly  paid, 
and  the  balance  secured  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  October  last,  in  a  manner  so 
satisfactory  as  to  leave  no  apprehension  of  any  ul- 
timate loss;  thus  proving  themselves  the  only  safe 
and  appropriate  depositories  of  the  public  revenues. 
To  entitle  them  to  a  continuance,  and  to  ensure  a 
return  to  one  currency  for  the  government  and  the 
people,  viz.  that  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  should  promptly 
resume. 

To  indicate  the  means  by  which  this  dfsirable 
end  can  be  attained,  is  the  object  of  the  present 
communication. 


Confidence,  universal  and  all-pervading,  must 
first  be  restored.  Confidence,  in  the  transactions 
of  life,  is  a  bett-r  circulating  medium  than  gold 
or  silver,  and  it  is  a  mystery  how  an  article,  val- 
ueless in  itself,  should  have  become,  by  common 
consent,  the  representative  and  uniform  standard 
of  values  among  all  the  nations  of  the  globe,  bar- 
barian and  civilized,  Turk,  Hottentot,  Infidel,  and 
Christian. 

Commerce,  that  "wafts  a  sigh  from  Indus  to  the 
Pole" — commerce,  the  twin-sister  of  agriculture, 
the  handmaid  of  inannlactnres,  (for  not  a  vessel 
floats  the  ocean  but  is  freighted  with  the  proiluce 
of  a  fertile  soil,  the  labor  and  the  industry  of  the 
loom  and  of  the  shuttle,)— commerce,  which,  by 
facilitating  intercourse,  creates  an  identity  ot  inter- 
est that  unites  man  to  man,  no  matter  how  remote, 
how  varied  the  clime,  or  how  difieient  his  habits 
and  pursuits,  has  produced  this  great  result,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  human  race. 

A  portion  of  the  precious  metals  has  therefore 
become  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  happiness  of 
man.  Their  entire  disappearance  frnm  circulation 
may  be  endured  for  a  limited  period,  but  cannot  be 
submitted  to  when  the  causes  which  led  to  their 
being  dispensed  with  have  passed  away.  The 
period  for  united  action  has  arrived.  New  York, 
being  a  creditor  state,  is  deeply  interesied  in  a  re- 
turn to  a  sound  currency  ;  every  dollar  n  ceived  by 
her  from  her  debtors  is  a  loss  on  the  legitimate  pro- 
fits of  her  trade  to  the  full  amount  of  the  depre- 
ciation. 

Her  councils  are  regulated  by  practical,  enlight- 
ened, and  intelligent  men.  She  knows  her  posi- 
tion, and  understands  her  tine  interests.  .Antici- 
pating events,  the  vaults  of  her  moneyed  institu- 
tions groan  with  ample  stores  of  coin;  with  lavish 
hand  she  is  prepared  and  willing  to  pour  th'  m  out, and 
fill  every  exhausted  stream  with  its  joyous  presence. 
The  transition  from  gloom  to  glory  will  flash  with 
the  rapidity  of  a  sun-beam,  the  moment  assurance 
is  given  that  other  banks  will  follow  suit  within  a 
limited  time,  say  sixty  days  after  the  inth  May, 
and  why  not  follow  suit?  Why,  after  she  has  made 
this  sagacious  move,  permit  yourselves  to  be 
checkmated  in  public  opinion,  and  keep  shuffling 
the  pack  until  January,  when  the  game  is  in  your 
hand,  counting  honors  only,  leaving  the  tricks  to 
yonr  revilers?  Our  country  is  in  a  condition  re- 
quiring the  aid  of  patriots  and  statesmen  to  sus- 
tain us  through  the  crisis. 

The  eternal  snows  which  rest  on  the  crater  of 
JEtuA  give  no  indication  of  the  volcanic  firts  which 
rage  within;  neither  does  our  present  peaceful  at- 
titude indicate  the  storm  which  may  overtake  ns. 
One  territory  has  been  scourged  by  war's  desola- 
lation.  Alihongh  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
nation  has  been  poured  on  the  samls  of  Florida,  a 
most  skilllul  officer  gives  his  decided  opinion  that 
it  will  reqire  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  to 
extirpate  our  invisible,  and,  herefolore,  invincible 
foes,  who,  springing  from  the  grass  like  men  of 
Dhu,  mow  down  their  adversaries,  and  retreat  in 
safety  to  the  everglades  and  swamps  of  their  im- 
penetrable hammocks. 

A  border  war,  touching  three  states,  is  threaten- 
ed by  the  determination  of  the  Cherokees  not  to 
remove;  and  although  the  departmeid  have  wisely 
confided  the  conirol  of  all  the  military  movements 
to  the  sagacity  and  firmness  of  the  most  humane 
.ind  accomplished  soldier  of  the  age,  (gen.  Scott,) 
yet,  as  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  out  nine 
thoiisand  militia,  in  addition  to  the  volunteers  and 
regulars  placeil  at  his  command,  when  onr  whole 
southwestern  frontier  is  now  the  abode  of  fierce 
warriors  ready  and  willing  to  devastate  its  fertile 
fields  and  slumbering  population,  serious  resnltS- 
may  be  anticipated.  I  will  not  allude  to  the  ex- 
isti'n"-  difficulties  with  great  and  powerful  nations, 
but  content  mysellvvilh  the  expre.ssion  of  a  con- 
viction that  a  crisis  has  arrived,  leqniring  the  com- 
bined eflbrls  of  every  patriot  to  aid  his  country  in 
preserving  the  blessings  of  peace  and  prosperity.^ 
Three  years  yet  remain  of  the  unexpired  term  of 
this  administration.  Conversing  wilh  a  distin- 
guished man,  whom  the  sagacious  and  discerning 
Gallatin  recently  designated  as  the  most  accom- 
plished statesman  of  the  age,  he  remarked,  "your 
suggestions,  if  carried  out,  will  insure  the  pios- 
perity  of  the  country,  and  probably  recall  the 
waning  popularily  of  the  powers  that  now  control 
its  destinies.  Be"  it  so.  Let  the  weal  of  the  re- 
public be  onr  motto;  the  wo  result  to  us  individually. 
Our  country  first  and  last,  our  individual  exalla- 
tion  weighs  not  a  feather  in  the  scale."  The  sen- 
timent was  godlike — worthy  of  the  man,  and  wor- 
thy ol  imitation  and  adoption. 

The  treasury  designs  to  anticipate  the  instal- 
ment due  by  the  United  Stales  Bank  in  Soptendier, 
1833,  and  1839,  of  four  millions,  and  the  liquidated 
balances  adjusted  by  the  deposite  banks  of  six  mil- 
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lions,  secured  to  bu  paid  within  the  same  period,  i  city  twenty  niilcs  long  liad  bi>cii  bid  ont,  capable 
Ttiis  is  not  creating  a  debt,  it  is  precisely  realizing  of  accommodating  a  populalinji  of  twi-nty  millions, 
an  amount  due,  as  merchants  practise  every  day  in  and  each  lot  wortli  five  thousand  dollars, 
discountinjj  their  bills  receivable.  Ten  millions  |  Economy  and  industry  now  take  the  place  of  ex- 
more,  however,  will  be  required  ere  the  year  closes  i  travagance' and  speculation.  We  have  rebounded, 
to  meet  the  cost  of  Indian  wars,  and  ordinary  e.\-  .with  an  elasticity  which  has  astonished  the  world, 
penditures.  from  distress  and   enibarrasament  nnparralleUd  in 

On  the  31st  December,  the  last  instalment  of  the  ,  the  history  of  any  commercial  nation — are  now  at 
surplus  is  payable  to  the  states,  and  must  be  dis-  the  Coot  of  the  ladder;  ever  step  we  take  must  be 
charged.  They  have  appropriated  a.id  will  enforce  t  in  the  ascending  scale.  I  confulentiv  anticipate 
its  payment.  Thus,  within  eight  months,  will  I  years  of  uninterrupted  prosperily,  equal  to  any  we 
government  securities  be  alloat  to  the  ai.iount  ol  have  ever  known  in  the  most  paliuy  days  of  the 
thnty  millions.     It  should  b:  a  siibjjct  of  rejoicing,    republic 


rather  thin  Kimentation,  for  thereby  we  are  secured 
against  too  rai)id  a  diminution  of  the  protective 
duties,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  preservation 
of  our  home  industry,  and  at  the  same  lime  it  re- 
lieves us  from  the  apprehension  of  a  surplus,  that 
apple  of  interaiinable  discord. 

if  the  proper  direction  be  given  to  those  lo.ms, 
they  become  a  mine  of  wealth  to  our  exhausted 
finances,  provided  the  wants  of  the  treasury  be  not 
permitted  to  absorb  the  little  remaining  lloating 
capital  left  us,  but  be  negotiated  abroad,  and  thus 
cause  the  current  of  gold  and  silver  to  flow  back 
from  Europe,  until  it  be  flood  tide  in  every  ex- 
liausted  stream  in  our  arid  and  parching  land. 

A  plethora  now  prevails  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  required  reguhir  specie  balance  in 
the  Bank  of  England  is  five  millions  sterling;  by 
the  latest  accounts,  they  were  shaking  with  an 
ague  of  apprehension  at  the  prospect  of  its  swelling 
to  twelve,  thus  leaving  a  dead  weight  of  seven 
millions;  and  although  they  have  C'^ased  remitting 
to  this  country  in  consequence  of  the  prospect  ol 
a  rise  in  exchange  rendering  it  naprofilablc,  yet, 
when  government  securities  shall  gladden  their 
eyes,  most  cheerfully  will  they  hasten  to  supply 
our  wants,  kno.ving  that  their  best  customer  once 
at  ease,  the  benedictions  of  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, Shelfield,  Liverpool,  and  London,  will  greet 
them  in  unmeasured  terms  for  having  restored  to 
life,  animation,  and  activity  the  best  customers  and 
consumers  of  their  various  fabrics  of  cotton,  wool, 
and  iron.  Why  has  not  the  period  arrived  when 
all  our  banking  insti'ution;  north  of  Georgia  may 
resii.ne  simulianeously?  (South,  their  indebted- 
ness fur  heavy  purchases  of  land  and  slaves  at  high 
prices  require  that  another  crop  should  be  permit- 
ted to  come  into  market  before  they  are  expected 
to  co-op;rate.) 

Au  uncertainty  as  to  the  views  of  the  general 
government  has  authorized  delay.  I  feel,  myself, 
fully  justitied  in  the  assurance  that  all  apprehen- 
sions on  this  score  are  at  an  end.  I  not  only  be- 
lieve, but  know,  that  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration, whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  regulate, 
and  control  the  financis,  are  not  only  sincere!}'  de- 
sirous to  aid  the  banks  and  the  community  in  re- 
turning to  specie  payments,  but  will  co-operate  by 
every  means  in  their  power. 

That  the  notes  of  all  sound,  specie-paying  banks 
will  be  received  and  di.Sibursed  by  their  agents,  and 
no  demand  made  for  coin  tliat  can  embarr.iss  or 
derange  any  institution;  and  that  if  coin  should  be 
required  to  any  amount  for  the  mint,  Indian  annui- 
ties, or  oiner'disbursements,  they  will  prefer  to 
procure  it  abroad  to  drain  the  vaulis  of  the  banks. 
Not  only  this,  but  other  and  elfctual  means  will 
bi  adoptfd  to  preveut  government  securities  which 
may  hereafter  be  issued  absorbing  the  floating  cap- 
ital of  the  country,  now  so  much  reduced  as  to  be 
inad--quate  to  supply  the  commercial  demand, 

Bv  lire,  by  losses  on  cotton,  bad  di^bls  in  the 
south,  decline  in  value  of  foreign  importations, 
bank  contiaclion-  of  loans  and  ■•irciilalion,  the  city 


I  come  to  the  result.  The  death  of  the  sub- 
treasuiy  leaves  in  full  force  the  act  of  1816  recog- 
nising the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  as  the 
currency  of  the  country,  receivable  lor  all   publi 


months  been  broken  open  and  plundeied.lo  lurnisli 
arms  for  the  invasion  of  this  portion  ol  the  British 
empire;  and  however  the  circumstance  may  be 
explained,  it  is  certainly  a  remarkable  lact,  that  all 
these  robberies  have  been  effected  without  the 
sacrifice  of  a  single  life,  and  without  even  the  im. 
prisonmelitofthe  person  who  is  notoriously  the  in- 
stigator of  these  acts. 

The  wrong  which  citizens  of  the  neighboring 
states  have  committed,  l>y  thus  attempting  to  dic- 
tate to  the  inhabitants  o(  Unper  Canada  the  form 
of  government  under  which  they  are  hcncefor- 
wanl  to  exist,  will,  as  the  asseition  of  a  new  theory, 
be  condemned  by  the  civilized  world  as  severely, 
as  in  practice  it  has  been  repudiated  by  the  people 
of  this  province. 


.  .  .  ,      What  right,  it  will  be  calmly  asked,  have  the 

lues;  and  Mr.  Webster's  amendment,  as  adopted  by  I  inhabitants  of  one  country,  armed  with  the  artillery 
"  '  "  '  ■         and  weapons  of  tlieirgovernment,  to  interfere  with 

the  political  institutions  of  another?  What  excuse, 
it  will  be  gravely  considered,  had  citizens  of  the 
United  States  for  invading  the  terrritory  of  Upper 
Canada? 

When  our  colored  population  were  informed  that 
American  citizens,  sympathising  with  their  su/Ter- 


the  senate,  repeals  the  specie  circular  in  regard  to 
public  lands.  Let  congressional  legislation  sanc- 
tion the  negotiation  abioad  of  stocks  or  treasury 
notes.  Then  our  banking  institutions  can  at  once 
follow  the  noble  example  set  by  New  York.  Con- 
fidence restored,  specie  will  flow  into  their  vaults, 
as  the  only  sale  depository,  instead  of  being  hoard 


d  anil   watched  in  its  hiding  places  by  all  the  old  I  ings,  had  taken  violent  possession  of  Navy  island, 


women  and  feeble-minded  men  in  town  and  coua 
try. 

To  consummate  and  render  permanent  our  on- 
ward march  to  prosperity  and  happiness,  one  great 
measure  remains  to  be  achieved;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  unequivocal  expressions  of  hostility  by  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  to  whose  fiat  the  control- 
ling power  is  vested  by  the  constitution,  I  gathei 
courage  from  despair,  and  will  hope  for  his  sig- 
nature to  a  national  bank,  whenever  congress  shall 
enact  a  charter.  He  has  an  illustrious  precedent 
in  the  immortal  Madison,  Enjoying  the  high  grati- 
fication of  a  long  personal  interview  at  a  period 
when  all  worldly  influences  had  ceased  to  operate 
on  his  great  mind,  just  before  his  pure  and  gentle 
spirit  winged  its  flight  to  the  mansions  of  bliss, 
Ihere  to  repose  Ibrever  in  the  bosom  of  that  God 
whom  he  had  never  oll'endid,  but  had  sought  to 
propitiate  by  every  act  which  could  dignity  him  as 
a  patriot,  adorn  him  as  a  statesman,  or  exalt  him  as 
a  christian,  I  treasure  his  remarks  as  elegant  ex- 
tracts from  a  fountain  of  virtue,  wisdom,  and 
knowledge,  matured  by  the  practical  experience  of 
half  a  century  devoted  to  politics,  literature,  and 
science,  as  the  most  cherished  recollections  of  my 
life,  and  I  can  never  forget  incidents  connected 
with  an  annual  pilgrimage  to  a  patriarch's  shrine, 
where  hospitality,  intelligence,  patriotism,  \irtne, 
and  wisdom,  all  combined  to  gratify,  instruct,  anil 
delight. 

On  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  he  said  at  one 
period  of  his  life  his  convictions  of  its  unconstitu- 
tionality were  firm  and  iincoinpromising;  but  when 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States — the  high- 
est judicial  authority  known  to  our  country,  the 
proudest  and  most  enlightened  in  Christendom — 
had,  after  mature  deliberation,  solemnly  prononnc 
ed  its  decision,  after  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the 
nation  had  twice  called  it  into  existence  by  con- 
gressional legislation,  and  the  people  themselves 
sanctioned  it  by  their  voice,  the  two  co  ordinate 
branches  of  government  thus  deciding  against  his 
individual  opinion,  he  could  not  permit  himself 
longer  to  doubt;  and,  sir,  said  he,  my  mind,  after 
years  of  intense  reflection,  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  no  commercial  Tiation  can  [irosper 
without  a  nalional  bank;  it  is  the  great  b.ilance- 
wheel  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country — in- 
dispensable to  the  preservation  of  a  sound  and 
holesome  circulating    medium:   witliout  it  sperie 


of  .\kw  York  has  had  eiglity   millions  enlir"ly  an- !  pav  raents  could  not   have    b'en   resumed  in    1817' 
nihilated  witUl  a  few  months.     It  is  amazing  how  ;  wiihiut  it  they  ne 

she  sustains  herself;  she   has   bent   to   the   storm,  |  ed.     -'ilope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  b 
and  will  rise  with  an  elasticity  that  will  eviilence  |  points  to  brighter  days,  and  bids   defiance  to  des- 
what   enterprise,  industry,  and  econo.ny  can  ac-    pair."     The  co-operation  of  the  great,   the  good, 
complish.  _  and  the  wise,   without  party  distinction,    alone   is 

Her  return  to  prosperity  commences  with  her  re-    required  to  place  our  country  on  the  apex  of  pios- 
sumption  of  specie    paymenls.      The  experiment  ,  peiity  and  happiness 


for  the  double  object  of  liberating  them  from  the 
the  domination  of  British  rule,  and  of  imparling  to 
thein  the  blessings  i,f  republican  institutions,  based 
upon  the  jirinciple  that  all  men  are  born  equal,  did 
our  colored  brethren  hail  their  approach? — No!  on 
the  contrary,  they  hastened  as  volunteers  in  wagon 
loads  to  the  Niagara  frontier  to  beg  Irom  me  per- 
mission, that  in  the  intended  attack  upon  Navy 
island  they  might  be  permitted  to  form  the  forlorn 
hope— in  short  they  supplicated,  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  he  foremost  to  defend  Ihe  gloiious  instj- 
lulions  of  Great  Britian. 

When  the  mild  aborigines  of  this  continent  who 
live  among  us  nninjured  and  respected,  were  in- 
formed that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  disre- 
garding the  wampnm-belt  which  was  sacredly  con- 
necling  them  with  Great  Britain,  had  invaded  our 
shores  to  sympathise  with  the  sulferings  of  the  red 
tenants  of  the  forest,  and  to  oiler  them  American 
friendship  instead  of  the  enmity  of  Biitish  rule,did 
our  Indian  brethren  hail  their  approach?  No,  their 
chiefs  and  warriors  instantly  painted  their  faces  for 
battle,  and  with  rifles  in  tlieir  hands  tliose  free-born 
defenders  of  their  virgin  soil  appeared  before  me 
with  a  solitary  request,  namely,  that  in  case  of  their 
death  Iheir  wives  and  children  might  be  pensioned. 
The  Six  Nations  Indians,  Ihe  Missisguas,  the  Chip- 
pewas,  the  Hurons,  and  the  Ottawas,  spontaneously 
competed  with  each  other  in  a  determination  toilie, 
if  necessary  in  defending  the  Brilisli  government, 
under  whose  parental  protection  they  and  their  fa- 
thers had  been  born. 

When  the  Canadian  farmers  and  yeomen  of  Bri- 
tish origin  were  informed  that  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  sympathising  with  their  sulferings,  had  in 
three  instances  taken  forcible  possession  of  her 
majesty's  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating 
them  from  the  British  domination — that,  with  this 
object  in  view,  the  American  leaders  had  issued 
proclamations  promising  to  each  liberator  three 
hundred  acres  ol  the  best  lands  of  Upper  Canada, 
with  one  hundred  dollars  in  silver — tliat  the  .■Ame- 
rican self  styled  general  in  command  of  the  libera- 
lors  had  called  upon  the  citizens  of  Upper  Canada 
"lo  f I  ee  Iheir  land  from  tyranny" — "to  rally  ronnd  Ihe 
fit;tndiird  of  liberty^' — "/o  lay  down  their  nrms" — in 
which  case,  it  was  b,  neficially  promised  to  them,  that 
"Iheir  persons  and  properly  should  be  protected,"  and 
that  if  they  would  "cease  resislanre. all  leould  It  n-ell 
with  lh;in," — did  Ihe  Canadian  inhabitants  hail  tli-'ir 


has  satisfied  the  nation  that  banks  are  but  another 
name  for  the  republic.  As  stockholders,  depo.si- 
tors,  borrowers  of  their  capital,  or  holders  and  cir- 
culators of  their  notes,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  is  a  banker,  or  interested  in  banks. 

.-Vltliough  the  Gloie  has  heretofore  shadowed 
out  CO  iiing  events  with  unerring  accuracy,  it  was 
at  fault,  bill  is  now  in  position. 

Specie  is  sunerabundaht.     The  Bank  of  A 
CI,  in  New  York,   has   twelve    huad 


approach?     No,    on    the  contrary,  their  brave  and 
can  be  permanently  maintain-  j  loval  militia,  although  tot  dly  deprived  of  t!ie  assis- 
■  '   '  tance  of  her  maj-sly's  regular  troops,  rose  simul- 
taneously, and  regardless  of  every  private  conside- 
ration, wherever  the  invaders  appeared,  thousands 
of  bayonets  were  seen  bristling  on  our  shore,  ready 
to  receive  Ihcm.     On  the  eastern,  as  well  as  on  the 
western    fromier,    but    one   feeling    prevailed, — it 
was  a  noble  determination  on  the  part  of  freemen, 
to  conquer  or  die  in  defence  of  their  religion — their 
j  conslitulion — their  character— their  families — and 
farms, — yet  i.olwithstanding  their  excited  feeling, 
when  the  American  citizens,  wiio  from   an  armed 
Speech  of  Goi'.   Head  on  proro^uint^  the   tes;isht- \  scUoouor,  had    cruelly  battered   Ihe  town  of  Am- 
liire  of  Upper   Cinada.    The  legislature   being  in  i  herslburgh,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  brave  militia 
session  on  1st  Maich,  sir  Francis  B.  Head,  address-  !  of  the  western  district,  (in  which  not  a  single  rebel 
ed  themas  folloAs,  oiniltingthe  mere  formal  thanks    had  been  in  arms,)  ilid  these  prisoners  fall  victims 
nd    fifty  i  for  their  vote  of  supplies,  &C.  to  popular  fury,  or  were  they  even  insulted?     No; 


Respectfully,  your  friend. 


Jon.N-  Barney. 


CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 


thousand  dollars  in  its   vaults,  and  only   two  hun- j      Honorable  gentlemen,  and sentlemen:  the    in«tant   our  invaders   surrendered  to   British 

dred  thousand  in  circulation.  I  regret  to  say  that  there  still  exists  among  a  por-    power,  they  experienced  that  mercy  which  adorns 

The  elements  of  prosperity  are  rife  in  our  be- |  tion  of  the  American  people  so  strong  a  desire  to  the  British  name, — their  wounds  were  healed  at 
loved  countrv.  We  were  drunk  with  prosperity.  ]  force  upon  the  free  inhahitanis  of  this  province,  re- '  our  hospitals — and  from  the  western  extremity  of 
In  \^w  York,  ra?u  driving  their  milk  carts  ihrouili  !  publican  institutions,  that  wilh  scarcely  an  excep- j  Upper  Canada,  they  were  conducted  unharmed 
the  streets  were  pointed  out  as  worth  SJli.ODO;  tion  every  government  arsenal  from  lake  Cham-  through  the  province,  safe  utider  the  protectiiijf 
they  had  refused  this  su.ii  for  their  cow  pastures:  a  |  plain  to  lake  Michigan,  has  within   the  last  two  {  a:gis  of  our  laws! 
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\\litl)a  baud  ol  rebels,  delcated  in  their  cruel  ob- 
ject to  reduce  this  capital  to  ashes  in  the  depth  ol 
a  Canadian  winter,  were,  after  the  conflict  at  gal- 
lows-hill, brought  to  me  as  prisoners  on  the  field — 
was  any  distinction  made  between  American  born 
and  our  other  Canadian  subjects?  No,  all  were 
released.  Before  the  assembled  militia  of  Upper 
Canada  all  were  equally  pardoned;  and  though  ma- 
ny of  our  brave  men,  smarting  under  feelings  natu- 
ral at  the  moment,  evidently  disapproved  of  the 
decision,  yet  all  bowed  in  obedience  to  the  admin- 
istration of  their  laws;  and,  under  the  noble  influ- 
ence of  monarchical  government,  they  allowedtheir 
assailants  to  pass  uninjured  through  their  ranks. 

When  the  gallant  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  received  intelli- 
gence that  American  citizens  had  commenced  an 
attempt  to  free  the  British  North  American  colo- 
nies "from  ihe  tijrany  of  British  rule,"  Aid  they  re- 
joice at  the  event?  No;  a  burst  of  loyalty,  re- 
sounded through  their  lands,  and  a  general  desire 
to  assist  us  was  evinced. 

If  Upper  Canada  was  merely  a  young,  healthy 
province,  with  no  protection  on  the  continent  of 
America,  but  its  character,  its  industry,  atid  the 
agricultural  difliculties  it  has  to  contend  with — its 
filial  attachment  to  the  government — the  bravery  it 
has  shown  in  its  defence — and  the  mercy  it  has  ex- 
tended to  its  captured  assailants,  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  its  aggressors  ashamed  of  their  late 
attempt  to  lorce  upon  their  neighbors,  institutions 
which  they  conscientiously  and  unequivocally  re- 
ject. But  when  it  is  considered  that  Upper  Canada 
is  an  integral  portion  of  the  British  empire,  and  that 
the  two  countries  are  at  this  moment  bound  together 
by  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace,  the  faithless  attack  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  Ihe  province,  after 
it  had  completely  quelled  a  slight  domestic  insur- 
rection, will,  if  persisted  in,  excite  feeling?  among 
the  generous  nations  of  Eurujpe,  which  will  add 
but  little  to  the  character  of  republican  institutions; 
for  surely  the  smile  of  a  nation  should  not  be  more 
dreaded  than  its  frown,  or  its  extended  hand  be 
more  fatal  than  its  uplifted  arm. 

When  the  facts  just  stated  are  clearly  compre- 
hended by  intelligent  men,  how  will  the  American 
citizens  who  have  so  wantonly  attacked  the  British 
empire,  find  it  jiossible  to  explain  that  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada  required  them  to  interfere  in  its 
concerns/ 

But  it  seems  now  to  be  admitted,  that  our  inva- 
ders have  been  deceived — that  they  falsely  estima- 
ted the  Canadian  people — and  that  they  have  at 
last  learned  that  Ihe  yeoman,  farmers,  militia, 
Indians,  and  colored  population  of  this  province, 
prefer  British  institutions  to  democracy;  neverthe- 
less, as  an  ex  post  facto  excuse  for  the  sinful  and 
repeated  invasion  of  the  province,  it  is  urged  that 
the  crew  of  the  Caroline  steamboat,  which  was  cap- 
tured more  than  fourteen  days  alter  Navy  Island 
had  been  forcibly  taken  from  us,  have  been  -"assas- 
sinated,*'  and  that  "an  extraordinary  outrage"  has 
been  committed  upon  the  Americans  by  our  militia, 
who  so  ably  and  gallantly  cutoff'that  pirate  vessel. 

If  Navy  Island  had  been  violently  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  Canadian  rebels,  instead  of  by  a  body  of 
Americans,  armed,  fed,  and  commanded  by  Ameri- 
can citizens — if  these  Canadian  rebels  had  then 
thought  proper  to  invade  the  United  States,  to 
break  open  half  a  dozen  of  their  state  arsenals — to 
rob  each  of  many  hundred  stand  of  arms — to  plun- 
der from  the  American  government  twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon — and  set  the  laws  and  authorities 
of  the  republic  at  defiance, — could  any  reasonable 
man  declare,  that  we  should  olier,  or  that  we  could 
be  supposed  to  intend  to  olfer,  any  offence  to  our 
allies,  if  in  a  moment  of  profound  peace,  we  were 
to  pursue  in  the  Niagara  river,  the  guilty  vessel 
which  had  transported  to  the  island  these  Ameri- 
can arms,  and  capture  her,  whether  she  were  in 
British  waters — in  American  waters — moored  to 
the  British  shore — or  to  the  American  shore.' — 
would  it  not  be  our  bounden  duty  to  the  American 
people,  to  capture  this  pirate  vessel? — and  if  it  were 
to  fail  to  do  so,  might  not  our  allies  hold  u.5  respon- 
sible for  acts  of  such  unprovoked  aggression  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  British  subjects,  inhabiting  a 
British  island. 

Again,  supposing  that  the  Americans  were  to  co. 
operate  with  us  (as,  under  such  circumstances,  ot 
course  they  would  have  done,)  in  chasing  this  pi- 
rate vessel,  could  it  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that 
each  power  would  only  be  permitted  by  the  other 
to  capture  her,  so  long  only  as  she  continued  in 
their  own  half  of  the  river:  and  that  if  our  Biitish 
boatmen,  at  the  jieril  of  their  lives,  were  to  capture 
the  vessel  in  American  waters,  or  on  the  American 
shore,  it  would  be  considered  by  the  Americans  as 
a  "violent  outrage?"  There  can  be  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man,  that  we  should 
only  perform  our  duty  to  the   Americans,  by  de- 


stroying a  vessel  belonging  to  our  own  islanders, 
which  had  so  grossly  insulted  them — which  had 
completely  overpowered  their  government— and 
which  in  a  moment  of  peace,  had  so  flagrantly  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  nations.  And  if  we  should  be 
justified  in  capturing  the  vessel  of  our  islanders,  on 
account  of  the  wrongs  they  had  perpetrated  upon 
the  American  nation,  surely  we  should  have  addi- 
tional right  to  do  so  on  our  own  account,  if  the 
twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon  forcibly  wrested  from 
the  American  government  had  not  only  been  em- 
ployed for  a  fortnight,  in  firing  from  the  island 
upon  the  peaceable  subjects  of  her  majesty,  but  to 
our  certain  knowledge,  were  about  to  be  transport- 
ed to  our  main  land  ibr  the  purpose  of  committing 
murder,  arson  and  robbery  in  this  provincel 

It  is,  however,  declaied  by  our  allies,  that  because 
these  lawless  possessors  ol'  our  island  turned  out 
to  be  American  citizens,  and  because  their  own 
government  was  totally  unable  to  restrain  tbem, 
the  capture  of  their  vessel  by  us  became  a  "violent 
outrage!" 

It  would  not  have  been  considered  by  tbem  an 
outrage,  had  we  by  force  of  arms  prevented  Cana- 
dian islanders  from  violating  American  arsenals — 
from  insulting  American  authorities — and  from 
firing  twenty-two  pieces  of  the  United  States  can- 
non upon  British  subjects, — but  it  is  considered  as 
an  outrage,  for  us  to  prevent  an  Jtmerican  vessel 
from  enabling  American  citizens  to  commit  these 
unparalled  aggressions. 

In  thehistory  of  this  province,  the  capture  of  the 
Caroline  (whoever  might  have  bef'U  her  crew,) 
will,  I  maintain,  be  respected  by  future  ages  as  a 
noble  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Canadian  people 
to  fulfil  their  engagements,  by  crushing  a  pirate 
force  which  in  violation  of  existing  treaties,  was 
insulting  from  a  British  Island,  their  American  al- 
lies, and  which  general  Arcularius,  governor  Ma- 
son, governor  Marcy,  the  president  and  legislature 
of  the  United  States,  had  absolutely  found  too  pow- 
erlul  for  the  executive  force  of  the  republic  to  con- 
trol. 

The  fact  that  the  pirate  force  was  composed  of 
and  commanded  by  American  citizens,  adds  to  the 
aggression  co.nmitted  against  the  Canadians,  but 
subtracts  nothing  from  the  crime  of  robbery  perpe- 
trated upon  the  United  States  arsenal,  unless, indeed, 
the  American  people,  or  the  American  authorities, 
should  deem  it  proper  to  declare  that  it  was  no  rob- 
bery at  all,  for  that  the  aggression  was  approved 
ol,  that  the  state  cannon  and  state  muskets  were 
knowingly  and  willfully  lent  to  the  invaders  of 
Navy  Island,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  forcing  republican 
institutions  upon  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
that  under  these  circumstances  which  are  incredi- 
ble, the  attack  of  Canadian  militia  upon  the  Ame- 
rican citizens  who  were  on  board  the  Caroline,  was 
"an  extraordinary  outrage." 

But  supposing  for  a  moment  this  false  reasoning 
to  be  unanswerable — supposing  even  that  the  com- 
mission of  the  outrage  were  to  be  admitted  by  the 
Canadians — and  that  it  were  also  to  be  aduiitted 
by  them  that  the  cajiture,  by  the  Canadians,  of  a 
small  steamboat  moored  to  th'e  American  shore  was 
an  outrage,  equal  in  magnitude  to  the  capture  of 
Navy  Island  by  American  citizens,  still  to  make 
the  Canadian  outrage  as  flagrant  as  that  which  had 
been  committed  upon  us  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  Cana- 
dians, alter  they  had  taken  possession  of  the  Caro- 
line, to  have  fired  from  her  deck  with  twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  for  more  than  a  fortnight  upon 
the  American  shore;  and  even  then,  though  the 
outrages  would  certainly  have  been  rendered  appa- 
rently equal,  still  the  former  would  have  been  an 
outrage  of  retaliation  upon  an  enemy,  the  latter  an 
outrage  of  unprovoked  attack  upon  a  friend. 

There  are  two  facts  which  the  American  nation 
have  not  power  to  deny. 

1st.  That  it  is  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty 
to  fulfil  their  treaties. 

2d.  That  if  the  people  be  permitted  to  rob  the 
United  Sfates'arseimls  in  order  to  invade  a  friendly 
power,  the  lawless  body  will  very  soon  finil  out 
that  it  is  easier  to  plunder  their  own  wealthy,  de- 
fenceless citizens,  than  the  poor,  brave,  well  armed 
people  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  legis- 
lative station  I  hold,  not  only  to  protest  against  the 
unprincipled  invasion  of  this  province  by  its  allies, 
but  to  vindicate  the  inhabitants  from  the  unreason- 
able accusation,  which,  without  due  inquiry,  was 
made  against  them  by  the  federal  government'of  the 
United  States,  of  having  "assassinated"  the  crew 
of  the  Caroline. 

The  memoir  of  the  attack  which  has  just  been 
made  upon  us,  offers  a  moral  to  the  mother  coun- 
try which  I  feel  confident  will  create  throughout 
the  empire  considerable  sensation;  for  although  the 
old  country  is  not  without  its  share  of  human  mis- 


apprehension  and  prejudice,  particularly  as  regards 
its  transatlantic  possessions,  yet  when  facts  are 
clearly  submitted  to  it,  itsjudgment  is  always  sound, 
and  its  veidict  nobly  impartial. 

The  struggle  on  this  continent  between  monar- 
chy and  democracy,  has  been  a  problem  which  Up- 
per Canada  has  just  solved. 

It  has  been  very  strongly  argued,  even  in  Eng- 
land, that  democracy  was  the  only  form  of  Gov- 
ernment indigenous  to  the  soil  of  America,  and 
that  monarchy  was  a  power  which  required  here 
artificial  support. 

Vi'ith  a  view  to  subvert  this  theory  the  whole  of 
the  queen's  troops  were  allowed  to  retire  from  the 
province,  and  the  result,  as  had  been  anticipated, 
was  that  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  were  no 
sooner  left  uncontrolled  than  they  proclaimed  them- 
seves  in  favor  of  monarchical  institutions.  Sur- 
rountled  by  temptations  on  almost  every  side  they 
indignantly  rejected  them  all;  in  a  few  hours  they 
succesfully  put  down  insurrection  in  their  own 
land,  and  when  American  citizens,  astonished  as 
well  as  disappointed  at  their  loyalty,  determined 
Xo  force  them  to  become  republicans,  people  of  all 
rcli;;ioris  and  of  all  politics,  rushed  to  the  frontier 
to  die  in  defence  of  their  glorious  constitution. 

The  conduct  of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  gaflant  and  loyal  inha- 
bitants of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  whose 
legislatures  have  done  themselvts,  as  well  as  this 
province,  the  honor  of  promptly  expressing  their 
unqualified  approbation  of  the  attachment  which 
has  been  evinced  here  to  the  British  Constitution. 

When  these  facts  shall  arrive  before  the  English 
people,  and  when  they  shall  also  have  taken  into 
their  consideration  the  devoted  and  unalterable  at- 
tachment which  the  British  population  of  Lower 
Canada  have  evinced  for  our  revered  institutions, 
surely  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
concurrent  opinions  of  her  majesty's  North  Ame- 
rican colonics,  respecting  the  relative  advantages 
between  monarchy  and  democracy  in  America, 
must  be  sounder  than  their  own  can  be,  inasmuch 
as  eye  witnesses  judge  more  correctfy  than  people 
can  possibly  do  who  are  living  four  thousand  miles 
off. 

The  people  of  England  will,  I  trust,  not  fail  to 
atlmire  the  calmness,  the  resolution,  the  generosity 
and  the  honorable  subjection  to  their  laws,  which 
have  distinguished  the  inhabitarls  of  Upper  Cana- 
da; and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  certainly  cannot 
fail  to  observe,  that  the  republican  project  of  our 
English  rcformrrs,  namely,  to  make  the  people  bit 
by  bit  resjionsible  only  to  themselves,  has  ended  in 
America  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
confessing  its  total  inability  to  restrain  the  passions 
of  its  citizens,  to  guard  the  state  arsenals,  or  to 
maintain  its  treaties  with  its  oldest  and  most  natu- 
ral ally. 

Lastly — the  British  people  will,  I  trust,  observe 
with  considerable  alarm,  that  the  leading  advocates 
for  organic  changes  in  our  institutions,  are  either  at 
this  moment  lying  in  our  jails  as  traitors,  or  from 
having  absconded,  are  self-banished  lioni  the  pro- 
vince; in  short,  that  their  pretended  efibrts  to  obtain 
in  Upper  Canada,  what  they  called  '^liberty  for  ihe 
people,^''  has  ended  in  a  most  infamous  and  self-in- 
terested attempt  to  plunder  private  property,  rob 
the  banks,  and  burn  to  ashes  the  rising  capital  of 
their  country! 

With  this  experience  before  our  eyes,  I  must  con- 
fess I  join  with  the  legislature  and  people  of  Upper 
Canada,  in  shuddering  at  the  abused  name  of  "re- 
/orm,"  just  as  wc  now  recoil  with  abhorrence,  when 
we  hear  suddenly  pronounced  the  word,,  "sympa- 
thy." 

As  my  successor  is  hourly  expected  here,  Ire- 
turn  to  ihe  mothi  r  country  as  I  leii  it,  totally  un- 
connected with  party  or  with  politics;  but  in  re- 
tirement I  shall  remember  the  lessons  which  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  have  taught  me;  and  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  leave  the  conti- 
nent of  America  with  my  judgment  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa,  are  right  in  their  opinion  that  all  men  are 
not  by  nature  equal — that  the  asseifion  of  the  con- 
trary in  America  is  a  fallacj' — and  that  talent,  in- 
dustry and  character,  must  elevate  individuals,  as 
they  do  nations,  in  the  graduated  scale  of  society. 

May  Ihe  resplendent  genius  of  the  British  consli- 
tion  ever  continue  to  illuminate  this  noble  land,  and 
animated  by  its  influence,  may  its  inhabitants  con- 
tinue to  be  distinguished  for  humility  of  demeanor 
—nobility  of  mintl — fidelity  to  their  allies — courage 
before  their  enemy — mercy  in  victory — integrity  in 
commerce — reverence  for  their  relii;ion — and  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  implicit  obedi- 
ence to  their  laws. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen: 

FAREWELL! 
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SPEECH   OF   MR.  HALSTED,  OF 

On  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  civil  und 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year 
1333.  Delivered  in  the  house  of  representative!:, 
March  13,  1833. 

Mr.  Halsteil  moved  lo  strike  from  the  bill  tlie 
item  of  four  thoiisanil  dollars  for  tlie  jet  li'oau  on  the 
south  side  of  the  centre  footway  in  the  capital 
grounds,  and  wa?  about  to  olfer  other  amendments 
to  reduce  other  items  of  appropriation  in  the  bill, 
when  he  was  reminded  by  the  chairman  that  the 
couiiuittee  had  determined  to  act  upon  one  amend- 
ment at  a  tim-^.  Mr.  llalsted  said  lie  hail  objections 
to  mike  to  several  items  of  the  bill,  and  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  discussing  them  all  together.  He 
should  lake  a  general  view  of  the  expenditures  of 
this  administration,  and  contrast  them  with  the  ex- 
penditures of  former  administrations. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  item  to  which,  by  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  he  was  to  confine  his  motion, 
he  said,  in  moving  to  strike  it  out,  he  was  actuated 
by  no  hostility  to  works  of  art  or  taste;  nor  would 
he,  on  proper  occasions,  object  to  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  them.  But  while  the  finances  of  the  go- 
vernment were  in  their  present  depressed  condition; 
while  Ihe  public  treasury  was  bankrupt;  while  the 
administration  was  under  the  necessity  of  borrowing 
ten  or  tilleen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  onlinary  expenses  of  the  government, 
which  he  was  well  assured  they  would  be  compelled 
to  do,  either  by  a  direct  lo.\n  or  a  new  emission  of 
treasury  notes;  he  would  not  consent  to  the  expen- 
diture of  four  thousand  dollars  for  a  work  of  mere 
ornaineni;  no  detriment  could  occur  to  the  public  if 
this  work  should  be  deferred  until  another  year, 
when  the  state  of  the  public  tinances  might  be  in  a 
better  condition.  He  was  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  borrowing  money  for  the  purposes  constructing 
works  mi-rely  ornamental  and  having  no  practical 
utility.  It  savoured  to  him  of  extravagance.  It  did 
not  comport  with  the  professions  of  an  administra- 
tion claiming  to  be  democratic,  and  to  act  upon  the 
principles  of  Jellersonian  democracy.  If  such  an 
appropriation  had  been  asked  for,  under  like  circum- 
stances, during  the  administration  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  froui  Massachusetts,  which  had  been  cha- 
racterized by  iU  opponents  as  extravagant,  what  a 
clamjr  would  have  been  raised  througlio  it  the  coun- 
try. \Vho  does  not  remember  the  noise  male  about  a 
billiard  table  and  tlie  lying  lettere  about  the  east  room, 
said  to  have  been  written  by  a  celebrated  imlividual, 
^^solit'.ir'j  and  alone.^^  Uut  it  seems  as  if  this  pure 
Jed'ersonian  democratic  administration,  as  they  style 
themselves,  can  go  to  any  extent  of  extravagance 
without  check  or  restraint,  though  they  have  to  bor- 
row uiohey  to  do  it  with.  He  would  ask  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  country  whether  this  appropriation  of 
$1000  for  a  jet  d'eaii,  corresponded  with  their  no- 
tions of  Jelfersonian  simplicity  and  frugality?  Bui 
lest  some  of  his  plain  honest  constituents,  not  being 
French  scholars,  should  not  have  an  accurate  idea  oi 
a  jet  d'eau,  he  would  attempt  to  explain  it  to  them  by 
asking  them  if  they  had  ever  seen  little  wanton  boj's, 
after  a  summer  shower,  playing  around  a  puddle  oi 
dirty  water,  tilling  tlieir  little  suction  pumps,  (called, 
in  boyish  language,  squirts,)  ma-le  of  hollow  reed  or 
elder  stalk,  and  through  them  spurting  the  water  into 
the  air,  crying  out  to  tlieir  comrades  to  stand  from 
under;  this,  he  said,  was  a  jet  d'eau.  The  dillerence 
bef ween  these  jet  d'eaus  and  the  one  under  consider- 
ation was,  that  in  the  former  the  moving  or  propell- 
ing power  was  n.itural,  in  the  latter  aitihcial;  or,  to 
describe  it  as  it  really  was,  a  reservoir  of  water  is 
made  on  the  top  of  the  capitol  hill,  which  is  connect- 
ed by  a  metallic  pipe  or  tube  of  some  kind  with  a 
small  reservoir  belo'.v  'he  hill,  in  the  middle  of  which 
reservoir  is  a  brass  or  copper  ornamented  column  or 
pillar  rising  al)out  tvvelve  or  fifteen  feet  above  the  bot- 
tom of  the  reservoir,  and  6or  S  feet  above  the  surface 
of  tii;  ground  and  resembling  very  much  an  iron  lamp 
post,  tiirough  which  the  water,  by  the  gravitating 
ibrce  of  the  tluid  in  the  reservoir  on  the  top  of  the 
liill,  is  |iTo;ected  som?  ten  or  tilteen  feet  into  the  air, 
and  falls  into  the  reservoir  below,  which  is  in  depth 
about  six  feet,  and  diameter  about  thirty  feet,  and 
lined  witii  cut  stone,  surmounted  with  an  iron 
railing  about  four  feet  high.  Such  was  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  jet  d'eau,  for  the  construction  of  which  four 
thousand  dollars  was  asked  by  this  self-slyled  demo- 
ciactic  adininistratiou  And  while  speakmg  of  the 
name  which  the  administration  party  had  assumed 
to  itself,  he  would  take  the  liberty- of  making  some 
reply  to  the  ho.iorable  member  Irom  Ohio,  who,  in  a 
speech  made  in  Ihis  house  on  the  IStli  of  December 
last,  charged  the  whig  party  with  changing  their 
name,  and  with  "assuming  the  name  of  whig  lor  poli- 
tical etfect,  when,  in  his  opinion,  they  did  not  pos- 
sess the  political  piinciples  which  that  name  indicat- 
ed in  '76."    With  regard  to  the  change  of  names,  tl 


to  their  once.  He  would  state  and  add  up  the  ac- 
count for  the  honorable  member,  so  that  he  might 
see  on  which  side  the  balance  was.  In  the  first  politi- 
cal campaign  between  Mr.  Adams  and  general  Jack- 
son, the  friends  ol  the  former  were  called  Adams 
men,  and  of  the  latter  Jackson  men.  The  friends 
of  the  li>riner  changed  their  name  and  called  them- 
selves national  republicans,  and  the  liiendsof  the 
latter  called  themselves  Jackson  republicans.  The 
friends  of  gener.il  .I.uksuii  a^ain  chanu.-d  their  name 
and  called  lli.in..U,s  ,l,Ml<s.>n  deinucrals,  and  the 
friemlsof  Ml.  AJ.u.i- .n.^l  Mr.  Clay  then  calle.l  llieui- 
selves  wliigs.  I'hns  i'.ir  Ihe  account  was  eipially  bal- 
anced. What  changes  had  taken  place  since?  The 
next  name  assumed  by  Ihe  predominant  paity  was 
that  of  "the  Jackson  Van  Buren  democrats."  II  was 
under  this  name  that  the  last  presidential  conlest 
was  fought —  on  their  placards  and  tickets  the 
name  of  Jackson  was  placed  in  large  capitals,  and 
the  name  of  Van  Buren  either  omitted  altogether  or 
put  in  small  type,  and  in  this  way  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  smuggled"  into  :he  presidential  chair  under  the 
cloak  of  general  Jaclcson's  great  name.  Well,  afu  r 
the  name  of  general  Jackson  had  produced  the  ile- 
sired  etfect,  what  was  the  next  change  in  Ihe  name 
of  tlie  party?  Why  it  was  then  "1116  Van  Buren 
Jackson  democrats,"  or,  as  they  have  been  called,  for 
brevity,  by  their  ojiponents,  the  Van  Jacks.  But 
they  did  not  hold  to  tliis  name  long,  for  they  .soon 
found  there  was  no  hurrah  about  the  name  of  Van 
Buren,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  sink 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  otherwise  it  might  sink  them. 
They  then  a.<suuied  and  now  claim  the  name  of 
democrats.  Thus  it  appears,  upon  footling  up  the 
account,  they  beat  the  whigstwo  to  one  in  the  change 
of  names.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  motive  which  in- 
duced this  number  of  changes,  was  it  not  im  jwlili- 
cat  effect?     Shakespeare  had  said: 

What's  in  a  name? 

A  rose  by  any  olher  name  would  smell  as  sweet. 
But  it  was  evident  that  politicians  of  all  ages  had 
had  dilfered  from  the  poel,  and  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, not  only  the  slrength  and  popularity  of  party, 
but  the  acquisition  of  wealth  and  honor  frequently 
depended  upon  a  name;  and  it  was  doubtless  for  po- 
litical elfect  that  the  predominant  party  assumed  the 
name  of  democrats.  They  not  only  call  themselves 
democrats,  but  they  profess  to  be  Jeti'erson  demo- 
crats. Now  he  should  underlalce  to  show  that  this 
administration  did  not  hold  to  a  single  one  of  the 
di'^tinctive  principlesof  the  Jel'.erson  school  of  demo- 
cracy; and,  if  they  did,  it  was  only  'from  the  teeth  out- 
wards." That  there  was  no  community  of  feeling, 
senliineut,  action,  or  practice  between  this  aduiiius- 
tration  and  that  of  Mr.  Jelferson;  and  that  they 
might,  with  much  more  propriety,  be  charactiTiied 
by  the  name  of  dandy  democrats  than  Jellerson  de- 
mocrats. A  dandy  was  a  person  who  wore  corsets 
anil  dickeys;  who  generally  had  but  little  capital, 
and  that  borrowed,  and  whose  expenditures  exceed- 
ed his  income.  Might  not  this  description  be  ap- 
plied to  this  ailministration?  That  this  administra- 
tion traded  upon  boiTowed  capital  might  be  proved 
in  more  ways  than  one.  On  this  point,  however,  (he 
bill  for  the  issue  often  millions  of  tre;\sury  notes,  at 
the  extra  session  of  congress,  and  the  bill  for  Ihe 
emission  of  ten  millions  more,  which  is  about  lo  be 
introduced  into  this  house  this  session,  would  allbrd 
sufficient  evidence.  Then,  as  to  the  other  character- 
istic quality  of  dandyism,  did  not  this  administration 
possess  it  in  an  eminent  degree?  Did  it  not  spend 
more  than  its  income?  He  would  examine  a  little 
into  that  matter.  It  appeared,  from  the  treasurers 
report,  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during  the 
first  three-quarters  of  the  year  1S37,  including' four 
million  tliree  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  treasury 
notes,  were  twenty-three  millions  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighly-one 
dollars,  is  .«(23,-l<»((,0.Sl 

Deduct  treasury  notes,  4,300,000 


And  it  left  as  the  actual  am't  received,    .<?19,199,9S1 
The  amount  of  expenditures,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, was,  according  to  the  same  report,  ;ff'2.3, 113,916 
Deduct  amount  received,  19,199,981 

Leaves  as  the  excess,  §6,218,93o 

Or,  at  the  same  ratio  for  the  whole  year, 

an  excess  of  S,291,91o 

Making  an  excess  of  expenditures,  over  income,  of 
nearly  two-thinls  of  Ihe  whole  amount  of  the  expen- 
ditures under  Mr.  Adams,  and  more  than  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffeison. 

If  this  adinistration  held  on  in  its  career  as  prosper- 
ously as  it  b-gan,  we  should,  at  the  end  of  the  hrst, 
(he  trusted  its  last  term,)  be  burdened  with  a  na- 
tional debt  of  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars.  During 
the  administration  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
ns,^  it  was  made  a  serious 
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predominant  parly  in  this  house  had  changed  twice  I  charge  against  it,  that  there  was  expended,  in  one 


year,  nine  thousand  dollars  more  than  it  received;  it 
was  gravely  denounced  as  extravagant;  and  it  was 
considered  as  a  strong  argument  against  his  re- 
election. Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Jackson  parly,  commented  srongly  on 
it,  and  in  a  speech,  which  he  delivered  in  this 
house  in  the  year  1828,  made  use  of  the  follow- 
ing language-  "I  have  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
viction thai  economy  is  a  cardinal  virtue  in  every 
republican  government.  It  is  not  merely  for  the  pe- 
cuniary saving',  and  consequent  relief  to  the  indiis- 
Iry  ancl  resources  otlhe  people,  which  it  brings  with  it 
that  I  esteem  it— it  is  slill  more,  its  political  ellects. 
It  is  not  only  llie  close  ally,  but  the  surest  guarantee 
of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  instrument  for 
restraining  that  dangerous  principle  of  executive  in- 
lluence  which  is  perpetually  undermining  and  assail- 
ing the  fabric  of  free  government  every  \vliere.  This 
inlluence  exists  and  enlarges  itself  through  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  money,  ultimately,  under  one 
shape  or  olher.  Diminish  the  public  expenditures 
and  you  will  diminish  executive  influence." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  licartily  concurred  in  the  senti- 
ments here  expressed;  and  if  they  were  applicable 
to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  182,s,  they 
applied  with  ten  fold  force  to  Ihe  present  adininislra- 
tion;  for  Mr.J.-Vdams's  administration  did  not  profess 
to  act  upon  the  principles  of  Jelli'rsonian  democracy 
and  frugality,  as  this  ailmmislialion  or  its  friends 
professed  lo  do.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  recur- 
ring to  the  principles  of  Jelferson  democracy,  as  de- 
livered and  practised  upon  by  the  author  himself,  and 
lo  compare  them  with  the  principles  and  practices  of 
this  administration,  and  see  how  they  corresponded; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  found,  on  comparison,  that 
the  reason  why  the  pure  virgin  of  democracy  attract- 
ed the  admiration,  and  warmed  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people  when  she  was  first  introduced  by 
Mr.  Jelferson  into  our  legislative  and  executive  halls, 
was,  becaiLso  "a  native  grace  sat  fair  nroporlioned 
on  her  polished  limbs,  veiled  in  a  simple  robe,  their 
best  attire,  beyond  the  pomp  of  dress."  But  that  the 
present  adininistralion,  in  bringing  forward  this 
damsel  of  democracy,  had  decked  her  olf  in  all  the 
gaudy  tinsel  finery  of  a  French  fille  de  chambre,  had 
covered  her  oe'r  with  puffs,  powders,  paints,  patches, 
false  ciiris,  and  furbelows;  nay,  worse,  had  made  her 
"as  common  as  the  stairs  that  mount  the  capitol;" 
and  yet  had  the  modest  assurance  lo  recommend  her 
to  the  respect  and  allention  of  a  virtuous  and  intelli- 
gent comiimnily;  and  attempted,  gravely,  to  jialm 
her  olf  uiion  the  people  as  the  pure  virgin  of  Jeller- 
son democracy.  But  it  would  not  do;  the  people 
were  not  so  ignorant  or  so  depraved  as  to  mistake  the 
meretricious  colours  of  the  courtezan  for  the  genuine 
tilush  of  virgin  modesty.  For  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing what  were  the  principles  of  Jetlerson  democracy 
he^would  take  the  liberty-  of  leading  Mr.  Jellerson's 
confession  of  political  laith,  contained  in  a  letter  to 
the  honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  dated  26th  January, 
1779,  in  which  he  said:  "I  am  for  a  government 
rigorously /nign;  and  simple;  applying  all  the  pos- 
sible savings  of  the  public  revenue  to  Ihe  discharge 
of  the  natiolial  debt,  and  not  for  the  multiplication  of 
officers  and  salaries,  merely  to  make  partisans,  and 
for  increasing  the  public  dibt,  on  the  principle  of  its 
being  a  public  blessine.  I  am  for  relying,  for  inter- 
nal defence,  on  our  militia,  solely,  till  actual  inva- 
sion; and  for  such  a  naval  force,  only,  as  may  protect 
our  coasts  and  harbors  from  such  depredations  as  we 
have  experienced;  and  not  for  a  standing  army,  in 
lime  of  peace,  which  may  overawe  the  public  senti- 
ment; nor  for  a  navy,  which,  by  its  own  expenses 
and  the  eternal  wars  in  w  hicli  it  will  implicate  us, 
will  grind  us  with  public  burthens,  and  sink  us  under 
them.  I  am  for  free  commerce  with  all  nations;  po- 
litical conneclion  with  none;  and  little  or  no  diplo- 
matic establishment." 

Thus  it  appeared  thai  Mr.  Jefl'erson  was  for  a  go- 
vernment rigorously  frugal  and  simple.  Was  this 
administration  in  favor  ot  such  a  government?  The 
friends  of  this  administration  considered,  or  profess- 
ed to  consider  Mr.  Adams's  administration  a  very 
cxtiava"ant  one.  The  expenditures  of  Mr.  Adams' 
adininiskation  were,  in  the  year  182.5,  .§11,490,460. 
The  expenses  of  this  administration,  which  professes 
lo  hold  to  Ihe  doctrine  of  Jeti'erson  frugality,  were,  in 
18S7,  .•S3.),2'*I,361  57,  which  was  an  increase  of 
more  tiian  three  fold;  a  very  fine  exemplification  of 
frugality  and  simplicity.  In  the  next  place,  Mr. 
Jelferson  was  opposed  to  a  national  debt;  but  one  of 
the  first  measure  of  this  administration  was  Ihe  crea- 
tion of  a  debt  of  ten  millions  ot  dollars,  by  the  issuing 
of  treasury  notes. 

And  not  content  with  that,  a  bill  will  soon  be  pre- 
sented lo  this  house,  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  autliorizo  the  issue  of  ten  millions  more; 
thus  not  only  disregarding  the  Jelfersonian  doc- 
trine, but  actually  departing  fioin  the  footsteps  of 
hispredecessoc,  in  which  the  executive  had  promised 
so  faithfully  to  walk,  and  thereby  creating  a  national 
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debt  faster  than  general  Jackson's  admmislrafion 
paid  it  off.  Bat  while  this  monstrous  increase  o 
expenditure  and  extravagance,  which  pervades  all 
the  .iepartments  of  this  government,  prevails,  this 
national  debt  must  continue  to  increase  until  a  resort 
to  taxes  of  some  kind  must  be  had  to  pay  it  In  the 
celebrated  report  of  General  Hamilton,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  retrenchment  and  reform,  as  it 
was  called,  Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  censiir 
ed  as  extravagant;  and  the  amount  ot  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  de- 
partments of  -he  sovernment,  was  a  particular  sub- 
iect  of  animadversion.  In  1826,  the  amount  ol 
those  expenditures  was  $2,1)000,179  79;  in  1836, 
^5,388,370  58;  in  1837,  $5,384,896  93.  And  the 
estimated  expenditure  for  these,  in  1838,  is  $5,085, 
752,  or  more  than  two  to  one. 

The  naval  establishment,  in  1826,  under  Mr.  Aa- 
ams,  cost  $4,218,902,15.  In  1836,  under  gen.  Jack- 
son, it  cost  $5,800,763  25.  In  1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  it  cost,  for  three  quarters  of  the  year,  $o,- 
384,896,93,  or  at  the  rate  of  $6,307,316  46.  That 
is  '*2  088  414,31  a  year  more  than  it  cost  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  Adams  ;  and  yet  what  is  the  stale  of  the  navy 
now  compared  with  what  it  was  then.  The  military 
establishment  in  1826,  under  Mr.  Adams  cost  the 
country  $6,243,236  00;  in  1836,  under  gen.  J.ick- 
son  it  cost  $18,466,110  63  ;  in  1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  it  cost  21,214,610  01 ;  that  is  more  than  three 
times  as  much  as  it  cost  under  what  was  called  by 
the  present  predominant  party  the  extravagant  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams.  But  it  might  be  said  we 
are  now  in  a  state  of  war,  and  then  we  were  at  peace; 
but  with  whom  are  we  at  war  ?  a  few  poor  Indians, 
not  exceeding  in  the  wliole  one  tliousand  warriors  ; 
a  war  which  gen.  Jackson  told  Mr.  White,  the  dele- 
gate from  Florida,  he  could  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  fifty  old  women  and  put  an  end  to  in  one  week, 
and  which  gen.  Jessup,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  ot 
the  20th  of  June,  1836,  said  there  was  force  enough 
in  Florida  then,  if  properly  employed,  to  put  an  end 
to  in  a  week;  and  this  war  had  already  cost  the  coun- 
try upwards  of  $13,000,000,  and  did  not  appear  to 
be  any  nearer  a  termination  now  than  when  it  com- 
menced. 

But  he  would  pass  from  these  general  items  of  ex- 
penditures, to  a  more  detailed  examination  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  different  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  appeared  that  in  the  year  1828,  the  pay  of 
the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  war  department 
amounted  to  $48,950  ;  in  1837,  to  ,$98,765  71,  and 
there  was  asked  to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill  for 
the  same  object  for  the  year  1836,  $101,050  00. 

The  committee  of  which  gen.  Hamilton  was  chair- 
man, already  referred  to,  reported  that  the  diplomat- 
ic relations  of  the  country  under  Mr.  Adams'  admin- 
istration, were  on  a  scale  unnecessarily  expensive. 
What  did  they  amount  to  in  1829  ?  $207,786  20  ! 
But  has  this  unnecessary  expense  been  diminished 
by  these  pretenders  to  frugality  and  economy  ?  No, 
it  hail  been  greatly  increased.  The  estimates  for  the 
year  1838  for  the  same  objects  were  $235,900,00. 

The  average  coniingent  expenses  ot  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  as  stated  by  gen.  Hamilton 
in  his  report,  was  $77,454, but  under  gen.  Jackson  in 
1836,  it  had  increased  to  $95,834,  and  under  this 
economical  administration  the  appio|iriation  asked 
for  these  expenses  is  $139,207  00.  The  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  departments  of  the  government, 
under  Mr.  Jelierson,  amounted  only  to  $29,000.  One 
of  the  charges  against  the  administration  ot  Mr.  Ad 
ains  was,  "that  instead  of  suppressing  unnecessary 
otRces,  and  curtailing  executive  patronage,  they  had 
rapidly  multiplied  and  increased  under  his  auspices. 
How  inuch  more  true  was  this  remark  of  the  lasl  and 
present  administrations;  and  how  much  more  neces- 
sary it  was  to  apply  the  pruning  knife  to  these  ex- 
cresences  of  executive  folly,  ext.avagance,  and  cor- 
ruption, he  would  now  proceed  to  show.  Since  the 
year  1829,  when  Mr.  Adams  ceased  to  be  president, 
and  when,  according  to  the  creed  of  the  predominant 
party,  the  self-styled  democracy,  there  was  an  unne- 
cessary number  of  officers,  there  have  been  crea- 
ted the  following  new  bureaus,  each  having  its  ap- 
propriate set  of  new  olBcers,  viz  :  first,  the  bureau  oi 
the  commanding  general,  with  clerks  and  messen- 
gers, and  contiilgent  expenses  amounting  to  .$1,800 
per  annum.  The  topographical  bureau  $2,800  per 
annum.  Clothing  bureau 
Bounty  land  bureau 
Inspector  general's  bureau 
Solicitor  of  treasury's  bureau  for  salary 

of  solicitor 
For  clerks  and  messengers  in      ilo. 
Auditor  of  post  office  buieau,  salary  of 

auditor 
Clerks  and  messengers  in     do. 
Secretary  to  sign  patents  for  lands 

These  were  the  additional  bureaus  which  had  been 
created  since  1829,  and  they  must  at  least  satisfy  the 
country  of  pne  Uui^S,  viz.  that  the  common  saying 


deemed    the 


which  prevailed  about  tliat  time  that  "  old  hickory  \to  defray    its  current  expenses,   it  is 

was  not  good  for  cabinet  work,"'  was  a  great  mis-  j  heighth  of  democratic  and  Jetlersonian  '■■ugalMy.^^ 

take.  Nobody,  he  thought  would  now  deny  there  was       '  "  — '"    ■"""' 

at  least  one  kind  of  cabinet  work  that  old  hickory  was 


capital  for,  and  that  was  the  making  oi  bureaus,  and  he 


$500  do 

500  do; 

3,500  do 
3.950  do 

3,000  do 
55,500  do 
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believed  that  more  officers  could  be  packed  into  bu- 
reaus made  of  this  kind  of  material  than  had  hereto- 
fore been  used  for  the  cabinet  work  of  every  other 
administration  since  the  formation  of  the  government. 

But  these  wen;  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  new 
offices  created  under  the  late  economical  and  reform- 
ing administration.  A  statement  of  the  new  offices 
created  the  2d  session  of  the  24lh  congress,  would  be 
found  in  the  4th  volume  of  executive  documents  of 
that  session,  document  189,  page  40,  which  shews 
that  the  salaries  of  the  new  officers  created  that  ses- 
sion amounted  to  $131,000.  And  that  at  the  same 
session,  there  were  additional  salaries  and  allowan- 
ces made  to  officers  previously  appointed,  amounting 
to  $160,000  per  annum.  And  it  would  be  found  that 
in  two  years  the  patronage  of  the  president  had  been 
increased,  by  giving  him  the  appointment  of  officers 
whose  salaiies  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $372,- 
000  per  annum.  Taking  this  as  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease, we  might  conceive  what  a  vast  accession  was 
made  to  the  executive  patronage  during  the  last  ad- 
ministration. Was  the  present  executive  satisfied 
with  this  increase  of  patronage  ?  No,  demands  were 
continually  made  for  more.  More  clerks  were  want- 
ed in  several  of  the  departments,  and  the  president 
recommends  a  large  increase  in  the  standing  army. 
How  did  the  increase  of  the  army  recommended  by 
the  president,  correspond  with  the  doctrine  of  Jeffer- 
son democracy.  When  Jellijison  came  into  power, 
the  army  consisted  of  14,421  men.  But,  by  the  act 
of  May  I4th,  1800,  it  was  reduced  to  4,166.  And 
by  Ihe  act  of  March,  1802,  it  was  further  reiiuced  to 
3,287.  But  this  administration,  instead  of  following 
the  example  of  Jefferson,  sets  itself  to  work  to  in- 
crease the  army,  and  the  secretary  at  war,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president,  recommends  that  it 
should  be  increased  to  the  number  of  15,(}00  men.^ 
Jefferson  was  opposed  to  a  national  debt,  but  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  this  administration  was  to  create  one. 
Jefferson  denied  the  power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  make  paper  money  a  legal  tender;  but  this 
administration  not  only  compelled  its  creilitors  to 
take  its  paper,  but  has  actually,  in  some  instances, 
refused  to  take  the  same  paper  itself.  Jerterson 
thought  men  ought  nc  to  be  turned  out  of  office  lor  a 
ditfi;rence  of  political  opinion.  But  the  reverse  of 
that  doctrine  was  held  and  practiced  by  this  admin- 
istration. Jefferson  was  opposed  to  the  interference 
of  public  officers  in  elections,  and  thought  it  good 
cause  of  removal ;  now  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  it 
is  thought  good  cause  ol  removal  if  a  man  neglei  ted 
or  refused  to  interfere  and  use  all  his  official  influ- 
ence for  the  support  of  those  in  power. 

But  he  would  revert  again  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  before  the  committee,  and  call  their  attention 
to  another  item  of  tlie  bill,  which  appeared  to  him 
extravagant,  and  that  was  the  item  for  alterations  and 
repairs  of  the  presidents  house  and  for  superintend- 
ence of  the  grounds  around  the  same  $4,815.  He 
found  upon  examination  that  this  sum  included  an 
item  of  $390  for  papering  the  east  roouj;  consider- 
ing that  it  had  only  a  few  old  broken  chairs  and 
benches  in  it  during  Mr.  Adams'  administralion  and 
some  $20,000  had  been  expended  on  it  since,  one 
wouW  think  that  the  papering  might  he  postpon- 
ed until  the  finances  of  the  government  were  in  a 
better  condition.  Another  part  of  this  item  of 
$4,815  was  composed  of  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  paint- 
ing the  wall  of  the  hall  and  passages.  This  also  ap- 
peared to  him  a  large  sum  lor  lliose  objects;  and  in 
addition  to  these,  there  was  also  required  the  sum  of 
$300  for  painting  inside  and  varnishing  the  wood 
work.  He  recollected  that  there  was  once  what  was 
called  a  varnishing  or  white  washing  committee,  at 
Nashville,  who  worked  for  nothing,  and  as  they  were 
now  out  of  employment,  he  suggested  ttie  propriety  ol 
engaging  their  services  for  this  work.  Speaking  of  the 
East  room  in  the  president's  house,  reminded  him 
that  there  was  another  room  in  this  capitol  which  had 
been  recently  fitted  up-for  the  vice  president,  in  a 
style  of  very  anti-democralic  and  aiiti-Jelibrsoiiian 
splendor.  There  were  in  it  six  chairs  which  cost 
thirty  dollars  a  jiiece  ;  two  sofas  that  cost  probably 
not  less  than  $100  a  piece  ;  two  marble  slab  tables 
that  cost  at  least  $200  more  ;  two  splendiil  mahoga- 
ny book  cases.  He  would  have  supposed  that  one 
large  book  case  would  have  been  enough  lor  so  lite- 
rary a  man  as  the  vice  president,  particularly  as  there 
were  no  books  in  either  case  ;  there  were  also  splen- 
did curtains  and  a  chandelier,  looking  glass,  carpet, 
Ike.  &.C.  A  room  Unis  furnished  lor  a  vice  president 
under  Mr.  Adams'  administration,  would  have  been 
considered  extravagant  in  the  extreme,  although  the 
treasury  was  then  overflowing.  But  when  the  gov- 
ernuieut  had  to  resort  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 


It  would  be  recollected  what  a  clamor  there  was 
raised  in  the  country  about  a  certain  billiard  table, 
which  accidentally  fuund  its  way,  without  the  presi' 
dents  knowledge,  into  one  of  the  items  of  the  contin- 
gent  expenditures,    and    which,   by  the  way   was 
not  paid  lor    out  of  the  public   money.     The  op- 
ponents of  his  administration  were  horror-stricken, 
and  their  moral  sensibilities  suffered  a  severe  shock, 
at  the  bare  idea  of  spending  any  of  the  public  money 
for  such  an  object.     How  will  the  delicate  sensibili- 
ties of  those  gentlemen  reconcile  themselves  to  an 
item  of  this  kind  to  be  found  in  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Ihe  state  department,  viz.  for  the  American 
Turf  Hegister  $30.     If  it  was  wrong  to  expend  the 
public  money  Ibr  a  billiard  table,  was  it  not  equally 
wrong  lo  expend  it  ibr  a  Tuif  Register?     If  the  sec- 
retary ol  state  had  a  taste  for  that  kind  of  reading  he 
had  no  objection  to  his  indulging  if,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the  public  expense.    He 
also  observed  another  item  in  the  account  of  the  cou- 
nt   expenses   of  the    state   department,  which 
_k  him  as  improper,  and  that  was  $6  00  for  "a 
portrait  of  Van  Buren,"  and  he  also  observed  items 
of  the  same  character  in  the  contingent  account  of 
the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the  Ireasury  and  the 
second  auditor's  office.    These  were  small  items,  but 
it  was  the  principle  to  which  he  objected.  He  thought 
that  the  people  would  have  to  pay  dear  enough  for 
the  original,  without  being  compelled  lo  pay  lor  the 
copies  also.  Besides,  where  was  this  practice  to  end, 
if  it  was  once  sanctioned  ,  if  one  of  the  public  offi- 
cers could  purchase  a  portrait  of  the  president  and 
have  the  expense  paid  out  of  the  public  lieasury, 
why  could  not  all  the  rest.     If  public  officers  wished 
to  play  the  sycophant,  or  pay  court  lo  ihe  president 
by  buying  his  portrait,  let  them  do  it  out  of  their  own 
pocket.     He  prolested  against  their  taking  any  of 
the  people's  money  lor  that  object. 

He  found  also,  on  examination  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  ihe  treasury  department,  an  item  in  re- 
gard to  which  he  should  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion. There  was  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
that  department  Ibr  the  article  oiice  in  one  year,  the 
sum  of  $104  16.  He  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  ice  was  used  for  cooling  wine  or  mini  juleps,  or 
lor  what  other  object  so  large  a  quantity  was  requir- 
ed. He  had  spoken  of  the  expenses  of  other  depart- 
■"^ntsoflhe  government,  he  would  now  come  near- 
home  an-i  speak  of  the  exiraordinary  increase  of 
the  expenditures  of  congress.  In  the  year  1802,  un- 
der Mr.  Jefferson,  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
houses  of  congr.ss  were  $17,000;  in  1805,  $28,000; 
in  1828,  under  Mr.  Adams,  they  were  $106,203,  and 
in  1838,  under  Mr.  Van  Bruen,  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  them  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is 
,$300,000.  And  tlie  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  senate  alone,  in  the  year  1836.  amount- 
ed to  $63,868  17,  about  three  times  as  much  as  the 
annual  contingent  expenses  ot  both  houses  of  con- 
gress under  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  priming  of  the 
house  of  re]iresenlatives  in  1828,  under  Mr.  Adams, 
amounted  In  $37,602  00;  in  1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  lo  $7S,5S2  00.  There  was  paid  for  station- 
ery for  the  house  of  representalivei  in  1820,  $7,189,- 
63,  in  1837,  $22,879  60;  in  1838,  it  will  probably 
amount  to  $28,000  00.  There  was  paid  for  messen- 
gers and  runners  in  1828,  $9,231  75;  in  1829,  $7,- 
861  50.  In  1836,  there  was  paid  for  messengers  and 
runners  $25.2i»9  00,  and  in  1837,  $26,266  50.  There 
was  paid  for  draughtsmen  and  clerks  in  1825,  $100, 
and  ill  1826,  $229.  In  1835,  there  was  paid  for 
draughtsmen  and  clerks  $6,7S2  46.  In  1836,  there 
was  paid  $7,859  70.  and  in  1837,  $18,180  48.  There 
was  paid  lor  messengers,  runners,  diaughlsmen  and 
clerks  of  this  house,  in  1825,  under  Mr.  Adams,  $4,- 
987  25,  but  in  1837,  under  Mr.  Van  Buren,  there 
was  paid  for  the  same  objects  $44,446  92,  an  increase 
of  nearly  ten  Ibid.  There  was  paid  Ibr  pens,  ink- 
stands, tape  and  wax,  for  the  house  of  representatives 
in  1836,  the  sum  of  $5,249  51,  and  for  pens  alone 
$1,326  57,  There  was  paid  for  horse  hire  lorlhe  use 
of  Ihe  house  of  representatives  in  1837,  $2,307.  He 
understood  that  the  door  keeper  kepi  ten  or  twelve 
horses,  which  he  hired  lo  the  government  at  $1  50  per 
day  the  whole  time  that  congress  was  in  session,  and 
that  membersof  congress  were  some  times  accommo- 
dated with  Ihe  use  of  these  horses.  Ifa  member  of  con- 
giess  be  too  lazy  to  walk  and  too  stingy  to  hire,  he  pro. 
tested  against  his  indulging  either  iiis  laziness  or  pe- 
nuriousriPssatthe|)ublic  expense.  If  Ihey  sanctioned 
the  practise  of  riding  on  the  public  horses,  and  Ihey 
went  on  in  the  career  of  extravagance  as  Ihey  had 
gone  on  Ibr  a  few  years  past  they  would  not  be  satis- 
lied  without  they  ha'i  carriages  to  ride  in.  He  look 
this  opportiinily" of  expressing  his  disapprobation  of 
Ihis  practice,  and  in  doing  so  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
nnderslood  as  censuring  the  officers  of  Ibis  house,  on 
Ihe  contrary,  he  Hisln-d  rather  lo  protect  them,  and 
10  furnish  them  with  an  argument  to  enable  them  to 
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suitubic  corri'clivc  will  he  iinnudiaiely  niipliccl.  Our 
wliolc  syslpiii  of  iederal  taxation  is  in  ilic  general  indi- 
rect; and,  it"  we  once  eominencc  a  system  of  snpplyinK 
dtjiritniits  in  the  treasury  by  an  issue  "f  paper  to  be 
H^^ed  as  Lumnctj,  the  country  may  be  ruined. 

At  the  special  session  we  were  obli^'ed  to  add  ten 
milliiins  dC  dollars  to  our  means.     Tliis  we  did  not  do 

,     .  ,    ,  -     ,.  ..,.  .  •.■  t         -  -•     ,  .  1  ,,  1 1 '<«iH,  which  every  man  could   undersiaiul 

aininalion  and  reprobation;  and   the  expenditure  ot    here  ol  concress,  il  they  were  required  to  read  Ihein  J  |„„  i,y  uuihonzinj;  an  issue  of  treasun/ 


resist  ihe  iniporliiMiiies  of  lueiubers  who  might  ask 
a  favor  of  that  kind. 

He  would  detain  the  house  a  few  minutes  longer, 
while  he  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  pMnting.  In  1S28,  it  appeaie<l,  by  Ihe  report 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  amount  of  public  printinR  done 
for  the  state  department  was  made  an  object  of  ex- 


179(1,  to  the  yeai  1S2S,  a  period  ol  thiily-ei^'bl  years, 
comprised  in  two  volumes  octavo,  of  utiO  pa>;eseach: 
whereas,  the  reports  from  the  treasury  depaitmcnt 
alone,  siiit  e  the  CPiiuneiiceineiit  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, would  form  three  octavo  volumes,  ot  t*l)(l  pages 
each.  Ifthe  number  of  these  public  documents  con- 
limied  to  increase  as  rapidly  as  they  had  done,  mem 


S;4n,7()6  15  in  three  years,  was  deemed  extravagant,  all,  would  not  only  want  the  hiindied  eyesof  Arf 
But  in  two  years,  under  the  reforiuing  administration  '  but  they  would  want  to  live  the  whole  period  of  the 
of  general  Jackson,  Ihe  amounl  paid  by  Ihe  same  I  Spanish  compliment,  ivhich  was  "1/ //m»sajK/ i/ii/rs." 
department,  tor  printing,  was  S30,210  37,  showing  Mr.  H.  concluded  by  nuiving  to  strike  out  the  item 
an  excess  of  $1,581  per  annum  over  the  expend!-  |  of  $4,000  for  the  jet  d'eau. 
tnresof  Mr.  .\dams  for  the  same  object.     The  prin- 


tin;:  for  the  war  department  in  three  vcars,  under  Mr 
Adams,  auioiinled  to  $7,679  50.  For  two  years  un- 
der general  Jackson  it  amounted  to  $12,335  65;  that 
was  $2,559  83  per  annum  under  the  former  adminis- 
tration, and  $6,138  39  under  the  latter.  The  prin- 
ting for  the  navy  department  lor  Wree  yeai-s  under 
Mr.  Adams,  cost  $466  86;  and  for  two  years  under 
general  Jackson  it  cost  459,444  60.  The  printing  for 
the  post  ortice  for  (leo  years  under  Mr.  Adams'  ad- 
ininistralion  cost  $14,174.  But  the  printing  for  the 
post  office  for  one  vear,  from  the  fust  of  October, 
18;)6,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1S37,  amounted  to 
$611,043  29,  more  than  eight  times  as  much  as  it  was 
under  Mr.  Adams.  It  would  be  recollected  what  a 
clamor  was  raiseil  against  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Adams  on  account  ol  some  small  sums  paid  for  prin- 
ting. Where  Mr.  Adams  paid  hundreds  Ibe  admin- 
istration of  general  Jackson  and  this  administralioii 
paid  thousands.  Thus  there  was  paid  to  the  linn  of 
Blair  and  Rives,  alone  for  printing  done  lor  the  se- 
veral executive  departments,  in  Ihe  year  1836  and 
1837,  Ihe  sum  of  $125,584  17,  in  adrlition  to  which, 
they  received,  as  printers  to  the  bouse  ot  representa- 
tives, in  the  year  1836  $73,671  65,  and  lor  the  year 
1837  $62,000  00.  There  had  been  much  said  also 
against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  on  aicount 
of  the  number  of  newspapers;  and  the  report  ol 
general  Hamilton,  belbre  relened  to,  made  the  num- 
ber taken  and  the  amount  expended  lor  them  a  parti- 
cular subject  of  aniinadversioti.  Upon  looking  into 
the  items  of  contingent  exjiensesof  the  ditterent  de- 
partments, he  could  perceive  no  reform  here.  There 
were  taken  at  the  state  department  nineteen  dilferent 
newspapers,  for  which  thL-re  was  p  id  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  .$234  24  annually,  besides  the  sum  of 
$73  57  annually  lor  reviews,  periodicals,  and  (Ac 
Amencan  Turf  Register.  If  the  olficers  of  this  de- 
partment read  all  these  papers  and  periodicals  they 
must  neglect  Ihe  public  business,  and  if  they  did  not, 
tlien  so  much  expense  was  unnecessary.  Again,  in 
tlie  coiitingeni  account  of  the  office  of  Indian  atiairs 
it  appeared  that  there  was  paid  .$83  37  annually, 
for  six  newspapers  and  one  magazine.  In  the  engi- 
neer department,  there  was  paid  for  seven  newspa- 
pers $103  84.  For  six  newspapers  in  the  ordnance 
department  $67  50.  For  newspapers  in  the  com- 
manding general's  office  $34.  In  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral's $14  50.  In  the  office  ol  the  commissary  of 
subsistence  $30.  In  the  quarlerinaster  general's  of- 
fice $48.  In  the  paymaster  general's  $25;  and  in  Ihe 
pension  office  .$30.  Making  an  aggregate  of  $747. 
Where.as,  the  expense  of  newspapers  for  the  same 
departments  under  Mr.  Adams,  was  only  $388  40. 
While  upon  the  subject  of  printing,  he  would  ad- 
vert to  the  great  increase  in  the  amount  and  extent 
of  printing  public  and  executive  documents.  They 
had  become  so  voluminous  that  it  was  impossible  to 
read  them,  if  even  a  member  devoted  all  his  time 


JUDGK  WHITE'S  SPEFXH 

On  the  siib-treifsury  bill.  Delii-ered  in  Ihe  senate  of 
the  United  States.  March  24,  1838,  while  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cuthberl  to  slrike  out  the  2Sd  section, 
UHts  pending. 

.Mk.  I'besident:  I  address  vou  under  eireumstances 
•  jf  peculiar  disadvantage.  Tl;'  ^  '1 1  '  1  1^  one  of  the 
'ireaiest  importance.  It  has  1-^  .  1  '.'  >  , -rnssed,  ably 
Ji-eussed  by  those  of  most  di- .:i  ,;  i.c  ,  ilmis.  Their 
lii','liesi  ellorts  have  been  made  cm  Imili  Miles  10  present 
iis  advaiii.iL;es  and  disadvantases  in  every  view  tjic  hu- 
nein  mind  can  lake  <.r  It. 
The  eidwded  audietiee  has  hecoine  wearied,  and 
n   hiirdly  give  res- 


evcn   many  senators  ilieniseKi  -  e:ii 
pectful  attention  to  our  mosi  ini-  ;i  ~  . 

Up  to  the  termination  of  il;.  l,i-  .i.icih-s  .if  the  dis- 
linguished  senator  from  Massailiu-e::~  »  Im  siis  nearest 
10  me,  (Mr.  Webster,)  I  was  not  saiislied  »  lieilier  ii 
w  luld  be  my  duly  to  do  more  than  listrn  ri*s)MeMiiIIy 
10  oibei-s,  and  then  suy  yea  or  nay  to  the  dilliieni 
questions  pre.sented  to  the  senate. 

At  the  close  of  his  animated,  able,  and  interesting 
speech,  he  recurred  to  a  scrap  of  the  history  of  my  mm 
stale,  titty  years  ago.  Instantly  my  mind  ."icttlcd  down 
in  the  conviction  that  my  constituents  had  a  riiiht  to 
expect  more  of  a  son  of  one  of  the  actors  in  that  scene 
ihan  a  bare  vote. 

I  promise  those  who  may  favor  me  with  their  atten- 
li  in,  that  if  what  I  sav  should  not  be  interesting,  it 
.'hall  not  bcti-dious. 

The  advueaiesof  this  bill  e.xpect  to  accoinplish  two 
oljjeers  by  its  passaire: 

1st.  To  dosiu'ua'e  the  only  species  of  funds  which 
snail  be  received  in  payment  of  anvdues  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

2d.  To  designate  the  persons  by  whom,  and  the 
places  where,  those  moneys  shall  be  kept,  between  the 
t  me  of  their  collection  and  disbursement. 

The  provisions,  as  to  the  first,  are,  that  after  the 
lapse  of  six  years  nothing  shall  be  received  but  gold 
and  sil\er,  and  such  paper  as  shall  be  issued  by  or  un- 
der the  nuthoritv  of  the  federal  government;  and,  in 
the  mean  lime,  tliat  certain  proportions  may  he  receiv- 
ed in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks. 

1st.  My  first  objection  to  this  plan  is,  that  it  sets  out 
with  a  distinction  in  favor  of  those  who  are  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  federal  government,  or  have  any  mo- 
ney to  receive  from  it,  and  those  who  are  in  the  employ 
of  the  state  governments,  as  well  as  the  mass  of  the 
people.  The  distinction  is  odious,  and  ought  not  to  be 
sanctioned. 

Senators  who  support  this  bill  say  these  are  mere 
calch-words,  (one  kind  of  money  for  the  [rovernment, 
and  another  for  liie  people,)  of  which  all  have  become 
ashamed,  and  that  latterly  they  have  been  driven  out 
of  the  senate. 

To  this,  I  reply,  the  gentlemen  are  mistaken;  this 
distiticiion  is  made  on  the  very  face  of  the  bill,  in  terms 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood. 

If  all  the  moiiey  mentioned  is  of  equal  valiie,  why 

mention  gold  and  silver,  treasury  notes,  notesof  specie- 

pavina  banks,  &e.?     The  whole  argument  in  favor  of 

the  bill  rests  on  the  supposition  that  cold  and  silver  are 

'     ■     used  lor  fed- 


hat  bill  was  before  the  sena'te,  the  senator  from  .Mis 
souri,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  .eenator  fnim  I'ennsyl- 

ania,  both  friends  of  the  adminisiraiioii,  placed  these 
notes  on  the  (.'round  of  makiim  a  loan;  iliat  they,  as 
they  were  to  bear  an  interest,  not  exceeding  five  per 
ceu'.  would  bo  disjiosed  of  lor  money,  and  willi  the 
inoney  thus  procured,  our  creditors  could  be  paid;  and 
in  this  view  1  voled  for  the  bill.  In  the  house  ilieamniint 
of  the  notes  was  reduced  one-half,  and  I  soon  i>erieiv- 

d  that  the  administration  intended  to  use  them,  nai  to 
procure  a  /o«ii,  but  as  a  currency;  and  when  ihe  bill 
■eiurned  to  us,  I  took  the  curliest  opporiuniiy  to 
1  my  vole  a^ainsi  it.  The  notes  issueil  under  ihai 
liill  have  III  fact  been  usc/lasa  currenctj,  and  al  various 
rales  of  interest,  some  as  low  as  one  mill  pt-r  year. 

This  year  our  revenue  is  again  to  he  delieieni;  we 
will  need,  in  addition  to  our  means  in  the  treasury  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twentv  millions  of  dollars;  and  this  aimiiion 
will  be  made  I'.v  new  i.s.sues.  This  papir  elirreuev 
seems  10  ,  „.v/  ».rf/o„i.,- and.  as  ,i,,r  wains  ,„.T,„sr.  Aw 
issms  will  be  inrrnisr,/,  ummI  llie  paper ././,r,,  ..V,..;  and 
iheii,  lor  the  liisi  lime,  the  peopli-  u  ill  seriously  look  in- 
to the  manner  in  which  not  only  their  rnumy',  but  their 
credit  has  been  squandered. 

The  provisions  of  iliis  bill  for  ireasury  nives  hills,  or 
oiher  seiuriliis,  i.isaid  1,1/  i/„  f,,l,  r,.l fiuvirnmrnf,  or  un- 
der its  aiiilinrey,  il  -..  .1.  il   I. V  r.,ii:iie-s,  will  settle 

a  prillci|j|e  which,  ll  .miii,  .1  mo  |,,aeliee,  liiusi  .seal  the 
late  of  this  naiiiiii.  I  Mli  v-liol,!,  r-  and  oirice-hiiniers 
can  all  be  aeeoiniiiodaii  d  by  the  executive  ai  ihe  pub- 


lic expense,  and  ihe  | 
toola'e.  In 
which  i/ct  n 

Tins  view  of  ihe  sllbjeel 
nol  nil  see  and  know  iliai  tl 
have  their  salaries  inerea-n 
desire  the  number  ol  olli.  1 
get  in?  We  aretea-r.l  hi  1 
districts;  and  if  we  d 


all  ihe  offie 


1111;  ill, 
■d  breihrei 


on,  anil  1 


be  aware  of  il  until 
lake  iilTalmost  the  <,ii/y  ristraint 
r  e.xlnnaL'.iiil  1  \|ii  iiJi'lures. 

as  al.iiiiinl  li.e.     Do  we 

''ii'ia'  i'li!.se''wl!oim"not, 
ii.rr,  as,  d  thai  lliev  liiav 

n.1-0  lllelllllllbrrof  llllld 

.  .11,    muhpllid.     Wb.n 

■s  are  lilli  ,1,  iliin  we  b.ive 

ir  parlies,  visiting  par- 

bv  eonslnieli,>n,  at  cx- 


ollii 


vhi 
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■iliuesol  pap, 
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a/salar 


.1  t'l, 


not  occupied  in  this  house,  to  that  object.     There       _ ^^ 

had  been  piiblislied,  since  the  cominencment  of  thislthe  best,  and(An<,  as  far  as  it  goe«, 
session,  ten  octavo  volumes  of  eisbt  bun, Ire, I  pa;es  eral  officers  and  those  who  have  fed, 
each;  and  the  reports  of  committees  of  this  house,  inc  to  o'i„is  'o  „,.,  „1;,,  il,,.v  r-.vi.  and  how  iliey 
petitions.  Sec,  would  amount  to  five  volumes  more.  •-' !  •■■  '•"  "  't  '  '  '  '  -I  '  '  '  '  niper  medium  ei 
These  volumes  would  therefore,  contain  twelve  thou-  nn'''  "  '  '  1.  ,  ,  -o  1  ,  n  0.  1  o  this  1  object. 
sand  p4s;or.an  average  of  one  lui„dre.l  pages  a  "^r^^-r^^^u'irZi:  nu^^r^l^J^^r^. 
day,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  session  ^>^.^^,  \^  ,,^^_,  ,^  .  ,^„  ^^ale  a  bank.  Because,  if 
This  immense  increase  in  the  number  aiid  size  of  ]  ^^^  j^.^  ^,,^,1,  „  j,,p,Ij^,„  „,g  m,„|,j  n„cr  10  do  it.  Ii 
Ihe  executive  documeats  was  not  occasioned  so  inuch  (  ^^.,|  |^^,,  ,y  ,,,p  ,,,^^,  wasieful  and"exiravagant  expend!- 
bv  the  increase  of  busmess,  as  by  the  pr.ac  ice  which  ,  ^^^^^^_  jj  ^^.j||  ^^  ^^^^  nioderaiely  at  first,  until  the  peo- 
had  recently  grown  un,  of  the  head  ol  the  ('("P^r!- ,  pie  become  reconciled  to  it,  and  ihengraduallv  e.xtend- 
ment  sending  us  all  the  reporus  of  bis  sub-oHicer.s  {  ^j  j^^  <^^  ^f  borrowing  monev,  so  as  to  meet  aU  the 
instead  of  taking  the  trouble  to  extract  the  substance  1  pgH^of  „„  c.xtrava<'ant  administraiion,  and  must  end 
of  them,  and  condense  them  in  a  report  of  hi.s  own.  ]  j  ^  \^^„^  national^dcbi,  or  depreciate  like  your  conti- 
He  cotiKl  not  perceive  any  correspondent  benefit  that  ■  j^p^j^,,  „^g^^y_ 

resulted  from  this  immense  increase  of  public  do-  Many,  wiih  great  reason,  have  believed  that  no  go- 
cumenls.  It  required  the  employment  of  a  gre,it  I  vpn,,,,,;,,!  g^n  long  be  economical  upon  even  a  sy.5lom 
number  of  .a.ldilional  clerks,  and  thus  tendeil  to  j  of  indirect  taxation.  That  under  such  a  system  the 
swell  th"  executive  patronage.  It  involved  Ihe  whole  I  people  pener.allv  are  not  conscious  of  ihe  burihen  they 
oft'ie  financial  and  other  concerns  of  the  govern-  hear.  They  pay  their  taxes  when  they  buy  their 
ment  in  such  a  mass  of  documents  and  printed  re-  '  clothes,  ot  other  aitich.s,  on  which  duties  are  imposed, 
ports  as  prev»n!ed  the  people  from  understanding  Mvilhout  refleclmg  that  any  part  <,l  the  money  they  thus 
P  .  '  ,  '  I  ,  ,, '  ,  11  ,„,  ,i,.,i  t„  ihrnw  irreit  sums  '  expend  comes  into  the  treasury;  they  therelorc  cease  to 
their  real  condition;  aii.l  •  tei.led  to  throw  great  suns  ,  ,^'„.„,^hful  over  ihe  manner  in  which  the  public  m.> 
01  inoney  into  the  pockets  ol  the  printeis.  He  was  ^^^,^  ^^^  expended;  and,  whenever  ihev  cease  to  keep 
sensibly  struck  with  the  vast  increase  in  this  kind  |  j.,^-,,,  ^^.j„(,|,(l,ej^  a„ei,i^  em„,„enee  useless  and  wastc- 
of  printing  by  examining  ihe  reports  of  the  secretary  ;  c,!  (vpendiiures.  But  w  hen  the  taxes  are  direct,  every 
of  the  Ireasury  during  Ihe  former  perioils  of  the  go-  I  ,„nn  kn,>ws  how  much  he  pays,  and  whe.i  hepay.s,  and 
vernment.  He  found  all  the  reports  and  ilociimenls  will  carefully  watch  how  the  moneys  are  expended; 
relation'  to  the  treasury  department  Irom  the  year  '  and  if  the  eipeaditurcs  are  wasieful  or  extravagant,  a 


Widi  Ihe  III 
IhrlrmM  „f  . 
tracts -.m     inn 

prisid,_.ut  will  nol  have  llie  lieari  10  nsis-  ih,  ni  when 
artfully  pressed  by  noisy  and  worthless  pariisans.  I 
have  been  f  ircibly  struck  with  some  of  the  remarks 
made:  upon  the  subject  of  this  ^overnmeni  paper  ciir- 
rencv.  The  honorable  .seiiaior  fnuii  Smiili  ('.•irolina 
(Mr.'Caliiouii)  thinks  it  will  iioi  ,1,  pr,  .  i;,i,.,  an, I  if  it 
does,  it  will  not  make  any  dilier,iie,',  as  the  Kovern- 
incni  must  always  receive  it  at  |iar,  and  therefore  sus- 
tain the  whole  loss. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  honorable  senator  will  lake  a 
moment  to  think  upon  this  su'ajcct,  I  am  convinced  lie 
will  perceive  the  error.  No  paper  currency,  not  cun- 
vcrlililc  into  specie  at  llic  wilt  oj  Ihe  holder,  ever  did  or 
ever  will  long  retain  iis  nominal  value. 

If  a  man  has  a  note  of  any  kind,  and  has  onfidenee 
ihat  he  can  get  the  amount  of  it  in  speei,;  al  any  time 
he  pleases,  most  generally  he  would  -atlur  have  the 
note  than  specie,  becau 
ment  he  doubts,  then  h* 
the  issue  of  treasury  not,' 
issued  much  exceeds 
treasury,  and  the  purchase 
and  will  depreciate,  unless 
shall  be  paid  when  preseii 
ihev  do  de[)reciatc,  the 
ir,  asurv,  but  will  fall  Id 
hands  ibey  have  pased 
ator  jiroves  it.     A  treas 

lars.  It  depreciates  until  It  can  be  purcha.sed  in  mar- 
ket for  ten.  Some  person  who  owes  the  treasury  fif- 
teen dollars,  goos  and  purchases  it  at  ten,  and  jiays  his 
ilebi  of  fitie,:n  dollars.  N  iw  docs  not  eviry  one  per- 
ceive ibat  the  profit  of  live  dollars,  made  by  the  man 
wdio  pai,l  ihe  note  into  the  iri'iisuiy,  must  have  been  a 
loss  of  the  same  amount  to  the  man  from  whom  he 
purcba."e,l,or  t,»  some  ,)tlier  person  throur^li  wd],)sc  hands 
It  lias  passed?  In  all  such  cases,  prolit  and  |,i.s.s  arc 
correllaiive  terms,  and  ihat  which  19  one  man's  cain 
must  have  been  a  loss  to  s,)ine  other 

.^s  you  increase  expenditures  you  increase  executive 
power,  already  too  great.  The  president  or  those  act- 
ing under  his  orders,  must  necessarily  select  the  recipi- 
ents, who  it  wid  always  be  understood,  can  on'y  be 
those  w\w  onllirm  to  his  wishes  in  elections.  These 
objections  ar,>  iinl"pen,leiii  of  ihe  consideraiion  whe- 
ther this  bill  \vill  esiablisb  a  bank  or  not.  It  Nvill  certainly 
sanction  the  issuing  a  paper  medium  of  eirciilaiion. — 
1'hose  who  advocate  this  provision  cerlainlv  think  us  I 
do,  that  the  country  must  and  always  will  have  baak 
credi's,  or  paper  of  some  kind,  to  use  as  a  substitute  lor 
llie  precious  metals.  The  business  of  ihe  country  can 
never  be  done  without  if.  .\  supjurt  of  the  sia'e  banks 
is  the  only  shield  whiidi  can  he  presented  againsi  fede- 
ral  bills  of  credit,  and  a  federal  incurporaied  ban!:. 

I  hold  both  these  IilsI  unco.nslituiionid,  and  die  first 
of  them  ij<iniiely  the  most  dangerous  10  the  liberiics  of 
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the  people.  In  1834,  I  heard  of  this  plan  of  separating 
eoverniiieiit  from  all  hanks  as  depositories,  and  Ilioiiglit 
well  of  it.  Indeed,  I  would  then  have  gone  lor  it,  it 
p„liiical  friends  had  agreed  upon  it.  Then  there  was 
no  idea  of  issuing  paper  money  by  government.  1  hen 
state  banU  were  paying  specie,  and  their  notes  would 
have  continued  a  circulating  medium.  1  hen  1  had 
confidence  in  the  administration,  and  heheyed  iha!  n'>iie 
would  v\er  ilan-  to  interfere  with  the  elective  franchise, 
ijr  I,,  I-  ;,,,,  :>,  li  nv  the  executive  patronage  limited  and 
,.ii,i,,  I,  I  I,  ' ,  .  Now  all  these  things  are  changed. 
'I'll,  t  I  :,!  !  Ml  want  paper  raouey  issued  by  go- 
vern'ii^ai  ,;il.  ■irnUid  for  loans.  The  state  hanks  are 
not  paying  specie,  and  this  bill  forbids  the  receipt  of 
their  notes.  ,        ,  ,  i 

The  cvocutive  is  disposed  to  hunt  down  any  and 
every  man  who  wishes  to  limit  his  power.  He  openly 
interferes  in  elections,  both  state  and  federal,  and  uses 
all  his  powers  to  have  them  carried  according  to  his 
will.  Under  these  ciscumstances,  in  my  jiidgnicnl,  I 
would  be  a  traitor  to  civil  hberty  were  I  to  sanction  the 
idea  that  we  will  make  federal  paper  the  cu'culating 
medium. 

What  has  become  of  our  bills,  five  or  six  in  num- 
ber, to  limit  executive  patronage,  reported  in  the  days 
of  the  younger  Adams?  They  sle°p  ihe  sleep  of  death. 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  origin- 
ally reported  them,  felt  it  his  duty  to  endeavor  to  revive 
them  under  the  administration  of  the  late  president, 
and  received  so  little  countenance  from  oUJnemls  that 
he  ceased  his  struggle  with  them. 

The  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina,  who 
never  thinks  any  load  too  heavy,  took  up  one  of  them, 
and  made  one  of  his  most  powerful  eiforts,  and  it  pass- 
ed this  body.  But  how  many  old  friends  voted  for  il? 
Sir,  all  had  been  whistled  or  ordered  off,  except  the  sen- 
ator  from  Missouri,  and  one  or  two  others. 

I  have  been  honored  with  a  scat  here  for  the  thirteen 
or  fourleeu  last  sessions,  and  believe  I  have  never  once 
recurred  to  the  journals  to  see  how  any  gentleman  had 
voted;  but  there  are  some  tilings  I  find  n  impossible  lo 
lort;et. 

When  that  bill  was  bef  ire  the  senate,  believing  tha 
I  could  give  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  something 
more  than  my  vote,  I  made  a  speech  in  its  favor;  and 
tliat  speech  sealed  n'.  fate  with  the  great  democratic 
parltf.  I  respectfully  ask  the  senator' from  Miss.iuri, 
whe'iher  any  of  the  former  friends  of  that  measure,  the 
Jarksuit  democrats,  voted  for  it,  except  he  and  myself? 

l!  \\ciit  to  the  other  house,  and  as  they  were  more 
fre.sh  from  the  people  than  we,  belter  understood  what 
is  meant  by  modern  democracy,  they  put  this  aristocrat- 
ic bauthng  to  sleep;  and  we  have  never  heard  a  cry  or 
even  a  whimper  from  it  since.  Since  then,  executive 
power  and  patronage  have  put  forth  their  branches  in 
every  direction,  ana  no  man  dare  raise  his  voice  against 
them  on  pain  of  political  rfea^/i. 

Sliall  we  then  put  this  rich  bed  of  manure  to  the  root 
of  iliis  dangerous  power,  that  the  crops  of  executive  in- 
flueuce  may  be  increased  in  our  elections?  Ntiy;  God 
f.rbid!  ,      „     ,      r 

I  hive  been  zealous  for  putting  down  the  Bank  of 
the  Uuiied  States,  and  for  maintaining  a  sound  metallic 
currene\',  and,  to  do  this,  believed  wo  ought  to  sustain, 
as  fii-  ;is  we  could,  state  banks;  prevailing  on  the.u,  by 
all  iiiciJental  means  in  our  power,  to  cease  the  use  of 
small  notes,  and  had  hoped  we  could  have  succeeded: 
but  specie  payments  have  been  suspended,  and  the  ad 
vocatos  of  this  bill  say  we  must  try  some  other  experi- 
ment. ..  •     , 

Divorce,  divorce,  a  vinculo  mulrimonu  is  the  watch- 
word whenever  you  find  a  modern  democrat. 

That  there  is  a  divorce,  a  nujusn  n  t'lnrn  rxivij^ifr^  T 
admit,  but  Liinofojjinion  it  has  bcr  1  ,-    -  i  h  •   I    >    '■■'i-.'^ 

to«/«'r,  and  waiitof.iw  ra/Y-on  II- ■  i i     ^     '.  /,.,,/ 

head,  and  loo  yielding  and  comiilyinu  ;i  -li-i'  >-i  lo i 

the  part  of  the  banks,  and  that  the  whole  nii-lit  yei 
be  reconciled,  at  all  events  to  the  advantage  of  the 
family. 

J  Invc  h.-n'vl  of  ctp-  wlu-rc  n  dti'Hiin-  lihrrtvi.-  hti.l 


But  again;  I  think  if  it  is  ever  proper  to  establish  this 
sjfstem,  and  to  have  this  divorce,  now  is  not  the  proper 
time. 

The  banks  are  state  institutions;  society  have  a  deep 
interest  in  their  maintaining  a  sound  currency;  this  can 
only  be  done  by  resuming  specie  payments;  this  they 
never  can  do  until  their  credit  is  re-estab!isned;  while 
the  whole  weight  of  a  popular  administration  is  against 
them,  they  never  can  resiune  with  a  hope  of  continu- 
ing specie  payments.  You  .separate  now,  and  why? 
Because,  say  the  whole  administration  and  its  friends, 
and  if  we  pass  this  bill  we  join  in  the  cry,  they  are  un- 
worthy of  credit!  Every  man  who  beheves  this  state- 
ment, and  has  a  claim  against  them,  would  apply  for 
his  money,  and  they  would  be  compelled  immediately 
to  stop  again. 

Take  the  weight  of  the  federal  government  off  them, 
it  is  now  pressing  them  into  the  dust,  and  while  it  is 
upon  them,  you  might  as  well  order  a  man,  whose  legs 
had  been  cut  off,  tojump  to  his  feel  and  walk,  as  to  re- 
quire them  to  resume,  with  a  hope  that  they  can  do  so. 
Lei  their  credit  be  again  restored,  and  if  we  ni'ist  sepa- 
rate, they  could  better  then,  than  now,  sustain  the 
shock. 

The  federal  government  obtained  the  use  of  them 
when  their  credit  was  good;  it  should  be  restored,  and 
then,  if  ever,  they  ought  to  be  returned,  in  equally  good 
credit,  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  states. 

Suppose  we  pass  this  bill,  and  then  the  banks  re- 
sume, five-sixths  of  the  revenue  must  be  taken  in  their 
notes;  in  a  very  short  time,  enough  would  be  received 
to  enable  your  depositories  to  withdraw  so  much  of 
their  specie  as  to  compel  them  to  suspend.  And  if  they 
do  not  resume,  their  paper  depreciates,  and  specie  be- 
comes an  article  of  merchandise,  and  thus  the  federal 
servant  will  receive  better  money  than  the  slate  officers, 
or  the  masters  of  both — the  mass  of  the  people. 

The  state  banlis  never  can  resume  with  a  hope  of 
doing  a  profitable  business. 

Suppose  ihe  system  in  complete  operation.  Then  all 
the  revenue  is  received  in  specie,  your  average  surplus 
in  the  treasury  will  be  at  least  seven  or  eigiii  millions  of 
dollars.  This,  if  left  in  the  banks,  would  furnish  a 
specie  basis  upon  which  safely  to  issue  three  for  one. 
Hence,  by  this  process,  you  abstract  and  lock  up  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, which  is  of  no  more  use  to  the  government  or  in- 
dividuals than  if  sunk  in  the  ocean. 


Bt. 


uldallbede 


casionally,  and  there  is  tempo- 
:  V  thing  else — we  have  nothing 

.  evU  when  carried  to  excess. 
itiper,  but  that  is  no  reason  thej; 


il   h- 


■,1  h,.i 


vi;'vv  lo  obtain  a  divorce,  thrc\v  :(  ,,|-  i  >  iii  liis 
witi:Vs  way  which  she  had  notslcrii  \  :  k  >  i  -  i  li  tore- 
sisi;  she  sinned,  and  then  he  applnj  io.  a  divorce. 
And  what  hate  courts o!  conscience  said  in  such  cases? 
Dejiirt  hciucl  you  contributed  to  your  wife's  transgres- 
sion, and  shall  not  profit  by  your  own  iniquity. 
Apply  these  principles  to  this  ctt..i  ,     W:  ■,:  ''i     ■  r 

cutive  wooed  and  won  the  state  lia,).       :>  n 

and  unsuilied.     Their  utmost excr  i  -  .   ,,.    .      ;i  . 

to  aid  in   p-  '-'rvmr:  t!i--    Hi  -'■.   mI   -  .,     I    ;   ,    ,   .        ,    , 

th'v  w.T'  .--I-,.  !,  ./  ,.  ,  ■   ■ ,  ,1  ,1  1 1:  i,   ,  ,  /,  •  :    1,  ,• 

fiaiis.      ■f,:,       .,.1        .      -    I  II  ■      :■    !■    I  .   I|.,      r  ,         > 


ver  issues  produce  individual 
suffering,  but  even  this  is  productive  of  some  benefit. 
It  make-i  ronds  and  canals,  and  improves  plantations. 
A!Hi  f  'it  i"  'Iv-o  change  owners  when  a  curtailment 
tilt        .' ;  . I).' improvements  remain  for  the  bene 

ill  .  il   I    ■    ,11    \''    111  large. 

W  M.'i  .[ii  'i  iiiliiiienmean?  Do  they  mean  to  put  us 
back  lo  ilic  year  eleven  hundred,  when  they  say  ijanks 
conmienced?  Are  we  to  quit  our  ordinary  business, 
and  commence  wading  branches  in  search  of  g 
pebbles,  to  add  to  the  stock  of  precious  me'.als.  Are 
we  to  give  up  the  earnings  of  our  families,  our  porrin- 
gers, and  our  spoons  to  ihis  Aaron  of  democracy,  that 
he  may  melt  them,  and,  with  his  graving  tools,  make 
us  our  own  metallic  god  lo  worship?  The  more  free  a 
country  is.  the  more  prone  are  its  people  to  run  into 
crrcss,  and  none  so  much  as  our  own.  What  was 
Giiin  Hfi'iiiii  li.'fors  die  establishment  of  her  bank? 
L:k  III'  '  i  .  .  i;H,  who  are  desiitute  of  every  thing  bill 
a -p  I  1111,  poor,  unthrifty,  anti-commercial. 

Aiij  u.iiiii--:,.  iiijw? 

\Vc  need  a  larger  circulation  than  anycouiiiry  upiii 
r.irili  of  the  same  population,  because  \ve  tur  liv,  i  ihin 
iiiiy  other.  Tiio  circulation  ought  always  to  1.,  :ii  :i 
due  proportion  to  ail  saleable  or  exchangeable  coiiiin  i- 
dities.  In  some  of  die  states  every  tiring  is  of  tliai  de- 
scription. Entails  are  destroyed,  all  properly,  real  and 
personol,  is  iinfctlered,  and  for  stile  whenever  a  man 
iliii  !,  Ill'  r  I  I  belter  himself  by  selling  in  an  old. 
1  I  i  ■    I     I   ,  I  ;i  ne\v,  state.  In  many  states  so  much 

.1  - 1  I  i  lat  it  can  be  sold  in  fee  simple  upon 

111  our  country  a  man's  capital,  in  many  instances. 
is  his  character  for  iutcgritv,  liis  cajiacily  ur  business 

__.  1  I.:,  I — : 1.  .u:...      These  give  him  credit  with 

nidations,   in 


and  his  business  hahit= 
banks.    With  ihe 
many  instances  In 
years,  and  every  n 
wealill  enriches 'ih:' 


■'.(  wealthy  in 
to  his  ov/n  stoekof 


1,1  k 
disc 


W 


Ne 


I  ilie  contrary,  they  were  eulogised  up  to  July,  1-136; 
e;i  einiie  the  executive  denunciations,  and  tlioy  have 
iver  .-.nice  ceased. 

'I'iic  executive  is  to  blame,  so  are  the  banks;  but  on 
'count  of  llieir  quarrel,   ihe  great  American   fiimily 


il,„:  ,,i  ,,,  iiooo  ul  l.ia-1',  aiul  lluit  a  septirii'io^ 
not  Lo  be  permitted  under  circumstances  by  wi, 
unoffending  community  must  be  the  sufferers. 


"/|ii    }'■    1  I  1  I:  ,io.jr/reas«ry, and  then 
e,.     •  ,  '  :  ,v  I-  ;,e'i.  ;i  ,  I  '    -  Pn  I   vsafc. 

1"      ,■.!■;  i!.  ,  i,i  ,  \  ri  .oil',  every  man  again  iiiM 

'    01  'i      .:  .■  lo.r  .1,.^.-,  .i,-,v.s,  money-lenders,  wlicr^ 

.       r  ,  :    ,  ,  ,viij  cannot  mortgage  land  lo  sccun 

I'  I    .11    I,.     \V,i  .p. ,13  banks  alwas'S  feel  ii:  a  favor  con 

leneil  oil  ihiiii  wlien  they  cangot  a  good  cusiomer. 

Alili High  I  speak  thus  freely  of^tlie  utility  of  banks 
they  never  have  been  favorites  of  mine,  but  we  mtis 
have  them.  The  country  cannot,  and  will  not  do  with 
out  litem. 


^Vc  must  have  a  frrjsury  bank,  a  hank 


nporatel 


And  I  prefer  the  hiat.  Th 
;  letisi  daii!;er  ms,  ami  ilie  stiiies  have  clearly  the 

to  Nil' II  |i  II  :i'     iii.'.i.     'I'l:.'  s'iiirs,  Jn  grautlu^, 

o  e   ,t,  'I      i  .  .  il         ,   '■  ,,u  .1 rally  against 

I:  lii  "  ..  o.i.  [I  ]:  .,i  ,  over  six  or 
I.  1  10  111.  jKi  iiiiu.iui  t.j  _;o  111. o  iii._  treasury,  as  a 
fund,  the  teniptauoii  to  shave  and  to  m.ake  e.v 


I  ceisive  loans  would  be  taken  away.    And  if  they  would 


prohibit    standing    accommodations,   few  bad    debts 
would  be  contracted. 

2d.  The  other  object  of  the  bill  is  to  compel  our  col- 
lectors and  receivers  to  cease  depositing  money  in  banks, 
and  to  compel  them  to  deposits  all  moneys  in  the  hands 
of  officers  appointed  by  the  president,  and  removable  at 
his  pleasure,  there  to  be  kept  till  needed  for  disburse- 
ment. I  think  this  arrangement  much  worse  than  to 
deposite  in  the  banks. 

1st.  Because  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  banlcs 
will  be  more  likely  to  be  faithful  than  officers  appointed 
by  us.  The  stockholders  will  always  intend  to  select 
those  who  will  be  most  likely  not  to  waste  their  moneys. 
Our  officers  for  some  time  have  been,  and  I  consider 
the  system  is  to  be  continued,  selected  more_  with  a 
view  to  influence  in  elections  than  to  any  qualificauons 
for  the  pariicular  offices  they  are  lo  fill.  Let  me  not  be 
misuncferstood.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  office- 
holder is  a  mere  party  tool.  I  think  there  are  many 
who  are  not.  But  I  do  mean  to  slate  it  as  my  opinion 
that  now,  and  for  some  time  past,  the  principal  qualifica- 
tion looked  for  is  political  injluence;  and  such  men 
appointed  from  such  motives,  I  lliink  will  generally  be 
unsafe  depositaries.  Supposing  these  officers  equally 
faithful,  they  will  not  generally  have  places  as  safe  as 
tho.se  provided  by  banks. 

Again:  This  plan  will  occasion  a  great  increase  of 
expense.  New  officers,  clerks,  visiters,  houses,  safes, 
vaults,  &.C.  There  will  be  no  effectual  checks,  either 
upon  those  officers  or  upon  disbursing  officers.  It  is 
said  there  have  been,  in  modern  times,  but  feiv  losses 
by  defalcation  of  disbursing  officers. 

One  principal,  if  not  the  sole  reason  of  this  is,  the 
check  upon  them,  by  ordering  them,  whenever  their 
position  willenable  them  lo  do  so,  to  keep  their  moneys 
in  banks,  and  every  week  or  month  an  account  is  fur- 
nished the  secretary  of  the  treasury  by  the  deposite 
bank,  showing  the  sums  deposited,  and  by  whom.  This 
furnishes  strong  reasons  against  using  or  l-iauing  mo- 
ney; immediate  detection  would  be  the  consequence. 

Under  the  proposed  system  this  check  is  entirely  re- 
inoved,  and  the  public  money  will,  in  many  cases,  be 
misused. 

I  now  have  in  my  drawer  a  document  showing  what 
has  been  done  in  one  case  by  an  ufficerin  whose  integri- 
ty I  once  had  unlimited  confidence.  He  collected  a 
large  claim  from  one  debtor  to  the  government,  and 
immediately  loaned  the  amount  received  to  some  potet- 
cal  friends,  not  only  without  aulhorily,  but  contrary  to 
his  instructions,  and,  at  this  moment,  two  suits  are 
pending  against  these  new  debtors,  who  have  refused  to 
pay  their  notes  as  ihey  fall  due.  If  I  mistake  not,  one 
of  the  parlies  to  this  very  transaction  has  been  appoint- 
ed to,  and  now  holds  an  office  which  will  make  nini  a 
sub-treasurer  if  this  bill  should  ]mss. 

A  bank  in  my  own  shite  In-  been  alluded  to  in  a 
letter  read  by  the  sr  ■  ii.n  hi  ■!  Mis-mii,  which  he  has 
received  from  the  In  -   -  In-  I  i'  i    i  tniie. 

A  brief  review  of  il.o  h  e,,iv  of  ihal  btink,  and  inat- 
le.--  <•  1,1.  ,  ,i  '.Mill  il,  may  t-c  ot  use  to  us  on  ihesub- 
je'i  :      '      'Il     iei-ation. 

'I'l,  III  ,  ihslung  ihatbank  was  passed  at  a  called 
se-  ,o.:,  Ill  1..1.  }oar  1820.  The  charier  oi  the  United 
Slates  Bank  vyas  passed  in  131G,  and  the  hank  went 
into  actual  operation  the  1st  of  January,  1817. 

It  was  an  administration  incasuic,  itud  when  the  biU 
was  before  congress,  the  riie  uoi  :v,  iioin  my  dis- 
trict sent  me  a  copy  of  it,  ^v  01  I  t'  ji:  .i  that  I  would 
give  him  my  opinion  of  ils  le  .■, ,  i  m^,  ..  Imli  I  did,  in  a 
pretty  lengthy  letter.  Tli.i:  oji.iooii  was  very  de- 
cidedly against  the  bill,  and  the  opinion  I  then  formed 
and  expressed  I  have  ever  since  enterlained,  and  still 
entertain.  He,  alone,  from  Teiiue-see,  as  I  believe, 
v,.[(  :!  .1- e  io  I'l    '■'"      F,'    iiii-\.ri      .lis  attacked  at 

Il  iiii  ,  11-1  i  ;  ..  ■    10    1  .  .  ',  .1     :  ,. .00  him  as  well 

II-  1  .,11     i.     'I   ,       ■  -  ,  ■',   III      I  i.illict  wiih  the 

til,  :lJ.,  ol    i!l,    L'.,l.e-!  ^  atL-,  iJ.i,.l.  a-  eiiily  as  1816. 

Soon  after  the  hank  went  into  upcraiiun,  it  establish- 
ed branches  in  Kentucky,  and,  bet'ire  the  fall  of  1317, 
many  of  the  loans  first  made  had  fi'len  due,  anil  pay- 
ment was  exacted.  To  this  the  pe  lo'e  111  I  11, 'I  been 
accustomed;  and,  as  is  always  ih-    <  i  i  i  liic 

hankhad  been  popular  when  mal.i^i  •  i  I'c- 

caine  very  unpopular  when  trying  1 1  i  -  Vc  /  .'    '  '  '■■. 

S'oriesof  the  ruinous  operaions  ut"  the  h-iiik  1:1  Ken- 
tucky soon  reached  us  in  Tennessee,  and,  in  the  a  1- 
tumn  ol  1S17,  with  a  view  to  sav  Ti  nnes=ec  fi'O.ti  ihe 
like  oppre--i  1  I.  h-  1  ■  ji-' 1  ir.'  pi  ■]  n  1  ,1  ■.  n-  I  be- 
lieve, uiui  I!  ,1  •■ '.  ■  i;i  11  ■,  '.  .  1  I-:  ,.  stiy 
fifty  thou- 1     I  ,!  ,'■  1    .  '.  ■  10  11  I .  I        I  .  -   .1    .     I  .  I  1  MO 

bank  in  Teoo.-^ee  -.eh  .111  111, 01  .  ,  ■.    i II;.,  oiiiL.. 

A  few  years  since,  will^■  i  V  .  1  iir  .  01 -.y  w-as  going 
on  with  the  Bank  of  the  I  ni:  i  .^  le  1,  the  senate 
created  a  commiltec,  of  win.  li  M     '\\\  y,  of  ^^irginia, 

was  a  member,  to  o-i  Hon.    iie  .    1 Hn   -,  and 

when  they  made  ill    I  I.    .  ■■  ■  .    0    '       :.  Il'iand 

a  letter  da'ed  in  1  ^1  1.  II  '.,  ,,  '  ,  ,,  ,  ,  .on'iits, 
soliciting  the  presii!,  00',      ,  '1   ,  ei-anch 

in  Nashville,  noiw  h-o.i  I  o"  t  .  ,,  ;  ..1  .1,  ,:iMy.  in- 
forming him  that  i  lie  le  1  \' :i  ;i!--,  i  hv  e,  :ei  le.,  d,  il- 
liberal men,  and,  iiloi  im  ir-,liii,,|  ,1  l,,i  oi  iinii,,  s  Ii  r  di- 
rectors, assuring  him  that  il'  a  braiieh  was  csuiblished, 
and  directors  appointed  from  the  list,  he  would  see  that 
a  good  account  should  be  given  of  those  —ho  would  at- 
tempt lo  enforce  the  state  law. 

Mr.  .Tones,  the  then  president,  answered  this  letter, 
and,  very  properly,  refused  to  send  a  brunch  into  the 
state,  contrary  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  legisliiture. 

Thus  the  matter  rested  until  182G,  when  this  same 
gentleman  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Tennessee 
legislature;  and,  not  having  been  able  to  get  a  branch 
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bank  ol'  tlie  United  Slates,  he  and  others  dctcniiined 
they  ^^■ollld  ha\  e  a  pujKr  bunk,  founded  on  stale  funds 
and  IheJ'uith  of  the  state.  They  passed  an  act  crealin" 
a  bank.  There  was  then  in  the  s':r.-  ;i  l.:ink  in  which 
the  state  had  iweniy  thoutaml  :  '  i  'i  i  -'-vk.  It 
was  called  the  Bank  of  the  S   ,  ,       :    I'  -re.  and 

had  been  so  conducted  as  to  lH'  ->"  '  '}  <  .  niiJence  in 
it;  and,  in  baptising  this  new  liank  its  authors  yave  it 
c.vacdy  the  same  name,  and  thus  we  had,  at  tlie 
same  time,  two  banks,  havin"  the  same  name,  in   the 


uki 


.t  li: 

,'d  ill. 


1  01  her  thai 


same  state.  The  friends  of  tl: 
sitated  in  cliarirm;!  ilie  leaders 
with  piU'eriili;  liieir  iiaine,  lliat 
from  their  credit,  had  they  bci 
the  assembly. 

The  plan  of  this  new  bank  was  not  to  pay  specie, 
and  to  please  the  people,  it  was  said  it  was  a  bank  to 
relieve  the  people  from  pecuniary  distress. 

At  the  same  session,  and  to  force  into  circulation  pa- 
per money  not  redeemable  in  specie,  laws  were  passed 
to  prevent  levies  of  e.vecuiion.  unles.s  plaiiitiifs  would 
agree  to  receive  irredeemable  bank  paper. 

Tliesc  proceedings  met  with  \ery  decided  opposition 
from  the  supitoriers  of  a  sound  curroiiey. 

They  denounced  a  depreciated  paper  eiirrency  as  a 
curse  to  the  country,  and  the  old  slate  bank  would  not 
touch  the  paper  of  the  new;  and,  after  a  loiiir  contro- 
versy between  the  directors,  under  the  administration 
of  an  enlia:htened  and  worthy  directory  of  the  nc\v 
state  banii,  it  was  so  conducted  as  to  be  convert- 
ed into  a  specie  paying  bank,  and  I  believe  it  has  faith- 
lullv  redeemed  whatever  notes  it  put  in  circulation.  _ 

But,  then,  what  became  of  the  capital  and  protils? 
Much  of  them  were  wasted.  There  was  a  branch  or 
agency  in  each  county. 

The  cashier  of  the  principal  bank,  a  highly  worthy, 
intelligent,  and  geiierous  man,  could  not  resist  the 
temptauon;  he  penniited  importunate  and  needy  friends 
to  draw  cbeek.s,  which  he  paid  when  they  had  no  funds 
in  bank.  This  practice  was  detected,  and  exposed,  and 
he  ruined. 

Some  of  the  agents,  men  of  as  much  integrity  as 
those  lobe  found  now,  either  used,  or  pcrmii'ed  others 
to  use,  the  moneys  entrusted  to  tlieir  care.  Those  mo- 
neys were  in  some  instances  lost,  the  agents  ruined,  and 
the  slate  has  been  for  several  years  endeavoring  to 
save  something  from  the  wreck. 

With  these  e.xamples  before  inc,  I  cannot,  I  will  not, 
I  dare  not,  give  my  sanction  to  a  scheme  so  demoraliz- 
ino^  and  fraught  with  so  many  mischiefs. 

But,  sir,  our  history  stops  not  here.  I  think,  about 
the  year  182G,  a  Nashville  bank  failed,  and  occasioned 
m;ich  excitement.  The  legislature,  then  in  session,  re- 
pealed our  act  of  l^il7,  imposing'  tlie  tax  of  which  I 
have  sooken;  a  branch  of  ihe  United  .S  ales  Biiik  was 
applied  for,  and  established.  It  weal  down  with  ihe 
principal  and  the  other  branches,  and  from  that  lime, 
until  July,  W3l),  we  were  state  bank  men,  generally: 
these  banks  having  a  safe  specie  basis,  and  always  w^- 
ing  specie.  During  the  whole  of  these  arduous  connicts, 
otiiers  have  ha. I  an  advantage  over  me. 

They  first  wanted  a  United  States  Bank,  that  we 
might  have  a  good  cuireney  ever^uhere.  Next  they  want- 
ed paper  money,  and  creditors  torced  to  receive  if,  or  to 
get  nothing;  then  United  States  Bank  notes  again;  and 
now,  when  the  monster  is  slain,  and  we  can  all  ven- 
ture to  measure  the  lent'th  and  breadth  of  its  supposed 
deformities,  nothing  will  do  them  but  the  pure,  unadul- 
terated hard  money. 

Mr.  President,  these  politicians  ever  have  the  advan- 
tage of  me.  I  never  can  give  up  an  old  opinion,  until 
I  am  sure  I  have  ii)und  better  reasons  for  a  new  one. 
They  have  the  full  benefit  of  what  is  called  Ihe  march  of 
mind.  They  march  and  countermarch  so  that  1  cannot 
keep  pace  with  them.  I  turn  slowly,  awkwardly,  and 
these  politicians  give  me  the  dodge,  and  are  sometimes 
out  of  sisjht  before  I  know  they  intend  to  change.  But 
tliisisoi  no  consequence  to  me.  Such  wills-with-the- 
wisp  or  jacks-with-ilie-laniern  I  would  not  follow,  if  I 
could  see  them.    They  would  only  pilot  me  into  some 

3uagmiro  or  swamp,  and  then  leave  me,  although  their 
e.\lerity  could  easily  extricate  themselves. 
For  myself,  I  now  am,  and  ever  have  been  a  hard 
money  money  mail,  to  every  reasonable  and  constitu- 
tional e.\tent.  Nothing  is,  with  me,  money,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution,  but  \.\k  preciotis  metals,  and 
they  either  coined,  and  their  value  fixed  by  acts  of  con- 
gress, or  foreign  coin,  whose  value  is  declared  in  the 
Bdnie  way.  No  government,  eithers  ate  orfederal,  can 
make  any  thing  else  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 
Tins  kind  of  nuney,  and  this  only,  is  tlie  end  of  the 
law,  where  pecuniary  compensation  is  to  be  made.  It 
is  not  only  the  standard  bv  which  the  value  of  property 
is  to  be  fixed,  b.it  it  is  \\Si^\( property,  which  can  be  ap- 
plied to  other  useful  jiurposee.  The  federal  government 
has  no  power  to  incorporate  individuals,  and  bestow 
upon  them  b.inking  pjwers  and  privileges,  to  be  ex- 
ercised within  the  states. 

The  federal  government  cannot  issue,  or  authorize  to 
be  issued,  p^per  to  be  used  as  currency. 

The  constitution  takes  from  the  states  the  power  to  is- 
sue bills  of  credit. 

It  does  not  confer  upon  congress  any  such  power, 
and  it  can  exercise  no  power  except  that  wliich  is  ex- 
pressly given,  or  is  necessary  and  proper  to  give  elTect 
to  sonie  power  expressly  granted.  The  framers  of  the 
constitunon  having  taken  from  the  states  the  power  to 
issue  bills  of  credit,  and  having  refused  or  omitted  to 
confer  such  a  power  on  congress,  believed  they  had  se- 
cured the  countrj'  against  the  tVitue  of  a  paper  currency 
by  either  govermnent,  which  individuals  could  have  no 


means  by  suit  to  compel  the  payment  of,  and  which,  if 
tolerated,  would  be  sure  tt>  deprrH'iate. 

Before  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
framed,  die  slate  had  the  power  to  ineorporaio  indivi- 
duals, and  give  them  banking  jiowers  and  privileges; 
this  power  was  never  taken  from  them,  and,  therelorc, 
they  still  possess  it. 

I  have  believed,  and  now  do,  that  in  a  country  so  ex- 
tensive as  ours,  so  highly  eoiiinn  ri-iat,  and  so  free,  our 
business  cannot  he  iransai-ii  d  uitiioiit  paper  of  some 
kind,  which  is  nut  maniif,  but  credit,  the  representative 
111  inniiey.  The.se  credits  will  be  highly  injurious,  mi- 
ll--  regulated. by  law.  I  therefore  have  maintained 
sine  banks,  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  put  down,  by 
all  means  in  our  power,  small  notes;  to  have  none  less 
than  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  even  higher  than  that,  if  a 
majority  wished,  so  as  to  furnish  a  broad  specie  basis 
the  better  lo  maintain  and  support  the  organized  credits, 
evidenced  bv  banh  notes  or  checks. 

It  is  all  idle  to  tell  me  that  the  only  mode  to  have 
bard  money  is  to  put  down  stale  banks.  Put  them 
down  to-morrow,  and  ilieu  we  will  find  it  indispensalile 
to  have  a  Uniud  Slates  liank  owned  bv  individuals, 
or  a  treasuarv  luink  .iwiied  bv  the  Uiiiieti  States,  and 
goveriieil  aiMe  will  ,,i' !!:,■,  ic'ii'lrr. 

Being  opposil  u  liiiili  ili.^i  .  :inil  thinking  the  coun- 
iry  must  lia\(  .  n  .In-  in  -..in.  -Imiir,  I  support  slate 
batiKs  as  the  nnh  nil -in- ..|  |.i. n  nnng  the  establish- 
ment of  some  one  of  the  others.  1  tliink  them  both 
unconsiitiiiional,  and  the  Ireasuary  bank  infiniiely  the 
most  dangerous. 

We  might  as  well  at  once  put  ihe  whole  m.inevs  I  ,f  ihe 
government  at  the  disjM>ition  of  the  e\e.i:'i\.  ;i-  ■  .  [. .-  - 
tliisbill;  because,  aliliniigh  some  of  ihe  ..11..  is  ^..1,., 
are  to  have  charge  of  it  must  have  the  sainii.in  i.|  ili. 
senate  in  their  appointment,  yet  the  presiileni  can 
remove,  or  have  removed  at  his  pleasure,  every  man  of 
them. 

This  bill,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  crcales  a  hank  with  vast 
powers  and  extensive  capacity. 

Suppose  congress  to  incorporate  a  number  of  indi 
v'  uais,  and  conter  upon  them  powers  to  do  exnctlj" 
the  same  thing  which  the  otrieers  named  in  this  bill  arc 
empoweri'4  and  reipiired  to  do,  what  would  genilenieii 
call  their  iiistiiiitinn?  It  must  and  would  be  a  bank; 
they  would  have  all  the  usual  powers  of  a  bank,  except 
to  loan  111  'iicy  by  discounting  notes 

The  only  use  of  an  act  of  incorporation  is  to  empow- 
er a  number  of  individuals,  or  some  one  man,  lo  trans 
act  certain  business  under  particular  restrictions.  Now 
if  we  give  lo  our  own  oflieers  exactly  the  same  powers 
which,  i(  given  to  one  or  more  individuals,  would  de- 
nominate the  establishmeni  a  bank,  it  is  equally  so  in 
both  cases. 

This  bill  provides  places  where  our  whole  treasure, 
hard  money,  notes  of  specie-paj'ing  banks,  treasury 
notes,  or  other  ])aper  issued  under  the  auihority  of  the 
government,  aic  t.)  be  kejit. 

It  authorizes  the  transters  and  re-lransfers  of  those 
moneys  fr.>m  point  to  point,  at  the  discrenon  of  the  se- 
cretary. Therii.  is  n.iw  a  bill  belbre  the  other  house  au- 
thorizing an  i.ssue  of  ten  millions  of  treasuiy  notes;  it 
will  eeriainly  pass  f  u-  that  or  a  larger  sum. 

Now  let  us  consider  how  tlicse  powers  will  be  made 
to  operate. 

1st.  The  capital  is  the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation, 
say  anv  sum  we  plen^e  no'  less  than  twenty-five,  nor 
more  tlian  fifty  in  ili  .'h  ..f  dnllars. 

This  sum  .  ;ei  I..  .  ■  n  e  rrated  at  one  place,  or  dis- 
persed to  dilli  i-f  i:  |i'.ii .  >,  lis  the  secretary  ehooses.  A 
merchant  of  New  York  o-.vcs  fifty  th..ii-;'i,  !  .i  .!!  n  l".i 
duties,  and  this  sum  he  is  to  pay  to  tin        '.  ■     i     i.  i.  , 

\yho  is^todep.isiieilinhisvaul'.  He  bin-        i  ;  .  ii! 

from  a  specie-paying  bank  in  the  noli  sol  li..  .t.iie  I). ml., 
and  pays  the  debt."  Instantly  the  collector  g.jes  to  the 
bank,  draws  the  specie,  and  returns  ivs  notes,  and 
locks  the  specie  up  in  the  vault,  where  he  is  to  keep  it 
tillneeiied  for  disbursement;  and  by  pursuing  this  plan 
the  wliole  specie  may  be  withdrawn  Ironi  the  banks,  or 
so  much  of  ii  as  to  compel  the  banks  to  wind  up. 

Again:  a  merchant  in  Nashville  owes  fifiy  thousand 
dollars  for  gojils  purchased  in  New  York;  he  gels  that 
amount  in  notes  of  the  Nashville  banks,  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise,  but  they  will  not  answer  to  pay  his  debt 
in  New  York;  he  therefore  goes  to  the  sub-treasurer, 
wdio  has  his  proportion  of  these  treasury  iiote-s,  and 
gives  liiin  his  filly  thousand  dollars,  and  receives  a 
treasury  n  jtc,  or  notes,  and  perhaps  allows  one  per 
cent,  as  the  dilference  of  exchange,  and  the  sub-treasu- 
rer immediately  goes  to  the  state  bank,  returns  its 
notes,  takes  the  specie  and  locks  it  up  in  the  vaults. 
When  a  credit-ir  of  tlie  government  applies  f.ir  payment 
of  hissalarv,  or  other  dues,  he  may  be  paid  in  treasury 
notes,  and  thus  we  find  this  is  a  ba'nk  of  Uiues. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  this  subject  farther.  Every 
practical  man  must  see  this  is  in  substance  a  treasury 
bank,  with  immense  funds  as  a  capital,  with  unlimited 
power  to  draw  and  redraw,  and  that  it  is  a  bank  to  i.i- 
siw  no'  ttnr'l  ino'iri/  ahinc  but  iiaiicr  money,  issuedhif  or 
underihe  aiithonhi  id' tht  I'liltid  Sialea.  That  it  con- 
fers powers  a  111  eip-uiies  wlileh  veill  enable  it  to/iro.v- 
trule  the  stitc  luniks,  any  and  eecri/  where,  al  its  pleasure. 
Il  will  not  only  control  the  siate  bauk.s,  and  make 
them  siiJi-^eri'icn/  (0  i/.«  mil,  but  will  also  influence  oil 
men  engaged  in  commerce,  vjiick  rcqitiresllie  u.<e  of  funds 
at  dhlant  phtees. 

Pass  tins  bill,  and  wo  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent, through  his  serrctarij  of  the  treasury,  to  control  the 
w  hole  pecuniary,  active  capilal  of  the  country.  We  are 
to  add  this  trenienduous  power  to  a  patronage  already 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and  this  at  a  time  when  wc 


have  a  chief  magistrate  who  is  not  only  unwilling  to 
have  his  /wtrcr  and  patronage  curtailed  and  limned,"  but 
is  desirous  to  add  to  them,  even  to  the  extent  of  en- 
couraging armed  voluntary  associatio'is  lo  stand  ready 
lo  carr)'  oui  his  views  by  force  of  arms. 

In  the  early  and  pure  days  of  the  republic,  in  178'J 
the  reimhlKiin  doclrine  was,  that  no  president  woiilii 
ever  dare  lo  remove  an  ollicer  who  held  ollice  uttlic  will 
Ol  the  piesi.leni,  simply  on  account  of  his  polities;  and,  if 
he  did,  .Vr.  Madism,  said  it  would  be  a  crime  for  which 
he  should  be  ilupeaelied. 

Mr.  Jelli-rson,  upon  assuming  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, prohibited  all  iiilerior  ofiicers  from  intcrlering  in 
elections,  lurtlier  than  to  vote,  on  pain  of  dismissal. 
In  the  canvass,  wliieli  brought  the  la!e  president  into 
lime  way,  and  lliat  this  was 
piiblieah  doctrine, 
er  the  oni.erv  ugainsl  Mr. 
tht,  ibroni^li  n' Mr.  Simie,  a 
ants,  he  had  siLtiiili,  .1  lo 
he  prelerred  ihcld-silia- 


olfice,  we  all  ihoiiglu  ihe 
the  sound  demoeraiic  or  r 

Do  we  n.it  idl  reineinl 
Adams,  because  we  lli.iiu^ 
clerk  ill  .some  of  the  di  pai 
the  A'ermoiil  legislature  tin 

tor,  Mr.  Seymour,  to  .Mr.  Vim  Ness?  The  newspniier.-t 
rung  «iili  this  , -barge,  and  if  Mr.  Adams  or  his  cabinet 
had  av.iwed  that  they  bad  a  right  to  endeavor  to  influ 
ence  people  in  elections,  it  is  doubtful  how  he  would 
liiive  got  through  even  the  four  years  lo  which  he  had 
been  elected. 

Now  the  whole  course  of  thinking  and  acting  is 
chnnired. 

Dining  the  last  udminisiratioti  it  wa.i  not  only  main- 
tained that  the  president  and  all  under  him  hatl  a  right 
1. 1  iii'erfere,  but,  for  the  sake  of  seciiriii';  a  democratic 
II  l.iiinistralion,  it  was  a  duly  'o  aid  in  electing  bis  suc- 
.  I  -  ir,  members  lo  bodi  houses  of  congress,  governors 
..1   stales,  &.C. 

The  jirescnt  incnmbeiit  improves  upon  tlii.s,  and 
countenances  whtit  may  be  called  legions  of  honor,  to 
maintain  him  by  force  in  cariying  out  modern  demo- 
cracy. 

I  have  been  .surprised  that  in  none  of  our  discussions 
has  any  gentleman  alluded  to  a  correspcuidence  be- 
tween an  association  in  Philadelphia  and  the  chief  ma- 
gisiraie  during'  the  past  year. 

The\'  int.inned  him  ll.a.  iliev  bad  v.iliintuiily  associ- 
ated togeiher,  had  armed  and  e(|iiinp  il  themselves,  and 
made  a  lender  of  their  -ri-\  ires  lo  carry  out  the  laws. 

In  a  counii\  I-  111  .  I-  i.in-s,  where  ihe  laws  them- 
selves are  noih.  .  l.-.i  M..  \\  ill  ..I  a  iniiioriiy  of  the  peo- 
ple, constitnti..ii;ii.\  .  \|.ii  -  1(1, every  thing  which  tenda 
to  weaken  or  diniinisb  onr  respect  for  the  laws  is  highly 
reprehensible.  Now  what  would  we  reasonably  expect 
as  an  answer  from  our  chief  magisirate  to  such  a  tender 
ofsei-vices. 

I  looked  for  grateful  acknowledgments  for  their  good 
feeliiii's  towards  him,  and  a  request  that,  as  they  re- 
.gardcd  him  and  his  fame,  they  would  immediately  lay 
aside  their  warlike  implemeiite  and  dissolve  the  asso- 
ciation; because,  if  the  country  was  to  remain  free,  such 
yolunlary  associanons  could  never  be  necessarj'.  Pub- 
he  opinion,  and  forces,  when  indi-jneii-ible,  called  out 
under  the  a«MonVy  of  law,  wi.ul.l  hI-mu,  In-  siilfieient 
in  the  hands  of  the  execiiiive  in  .  n.  .  li.  ri  lo  the  will 
of  the  people,  expres.sed  tliroiiL:li  liuu  nei-  of  <-ongre.«s. 

But  I  was  sorry  to  find  no  su.-li  sentinienis;  on  the 
contrary,  sincere  thanks,  and  a  manifest  willingness  to 
countenance  the  use  of  such  forces  if  emergency  should 
require  their  services. 

The  good  sense  of  society  must  check  this  course  of 
thinking,  or  there  is  reason  to  fear  that,  at  no  distant 
dnv.  We  mav  have,  through  the  agency  of  such  means, 
,,n,ii->  h:i  Ihxi,  and  then  dt.^/iili.iin. 

Til.  -.  Ill  .a  from  .M.i>s,,elniser-,  (Air.  Webster.)  al 
:  ;■  .1  -...1  lii>  re|.lyiiitli.-  --eiiaii.iir.ini  South  Carolina, 
"i.'i  his  -pecial  benelii,"  in  very  good  temper,  and  in  a 
most  happy  manner,  referred  to  the  early  hisiorj'  of 
that  portion  of  mv  slate,  now  called  East '  Tennessee, 
once  known  as  tie-  state  nf  Franklin.  He  read  us  a 
part  .il'..i.  .ill.  I  11.  -  ..f:i-einbly,  which  fi.\ed  the  sala- 
ries   Il  .:',        .  11  ml  directed  tile  «pcct£j(  o/" 

-.1  he  paid. 

I  al.-,  .1)  .  1.  , ; -lu.IilJ  ...  .11  1  kno\v,_or  hear,  that  my 
stale  has  done  a.iy  thing  which  benefits  any  portion  of 
my  fellow-men. 

"Blessed  are  Ihe  peace-makers,"  is  the  language  of 
holy  writ.  On  this  oeciisioii  the  two  honorable  and 
disiiimuished  senators  ha, I  assumed  an  altiliide  s.i  bel- 
ligerant  that  I  re.illy  feiiic  d  il  niitthi  i  iid  in  somethiog 
worse  than  words.  But  no  sooner  weic  the  labors  <»f 
my  slate  fifty  years  agi)  brought  to  die  noiice  of  this 
grave  body,  than  wc  till  forgot  that  any  of  us  had  ever 
been  out  of  temper,  and  so  soon  ns  wc  could  recover 
composure  enoii!;h  to  adjourn,  we  separated  like  a  band 
of  hr.iiliers — no  t,v<i  leaviiii.'  ihe  chamber  in  better  tem- 
per with  each  otiu  r  than  ilie  two  honorable  senntor.s. 

But,  sir,  the  senator  knew  nothing  of  ihe  practi.-o 
under  the  state  law,  therefore  we  have  noi  the  full 
benefit  which  wc  ought  to  derive  from  his  reminiscence. 
He  could  have  related  ihe  whole  incidents  so  much  bel- 
ter than  I  can,  that  I  regie!  ho  did  not  ineniio:i  this 
subject  to  nu;  befjie  he  ad  Iresscd  the  senate:  if  he  had 
I  would  have  given  him  the  addiiioiial  facts,  that  I'le 
whole  might  have  been  dc'ailed  lo  the  ."enare  in  bis 
g.jod  tempered  and  felici'oiis  manner. 

Ii  will  lie  remcmhcre.l  that  the  governot;,  chief  ju.'>- 
tiee,  and  some  other  olfieers,  were  to  be  paid  in  Deer 
skins,  other  inferior  oni.:era  were  lo  be  paid  in  Rac- 
coon skins.  Now,  al  that  dav,  we  were  all  goo.I 
whigs,  although  we  had  some  of  the  notions  of  the  dc- 
niocrat.s  of  the  present  flay. 

i  We  thought  these  la.xc's  miirbt  safely  remain  in  the 
]  hands  of  the  collectors  as  sub-treasuries  until  wanted 
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forclisbiirsenient.  The  taxes  were,  tlierelbre.fairlv  rol- 
lected  in  the  skins  and  pehiy  pointed  out  in  lie  1-.'. 
But  the  colleetois,  as  report  says,  knew  that  although 
Raccoon  skins  were  plenty.  Opossum  skins  were 
more  so,  and  that  they  could  be  procured  for  little  or 
nothing.  Thev,  therefore,  procured  the  requisite  num- 
bers of  Opossum  skms,  cut  the  tails  off  the  Raccoon 
skins,  sewed  them  to  the  Opossum  skins,  paid  them 
into  the  general  or  principal  treasury,  and  sold  the  Rac- 
coon skins   to  the  hatters. 

The  treasurer  had  been  an  unlucky  appointmen^  al- 
though a  worthy  man;  he  was  a  foreigner,  knew  no- 
thing of  skins  or  peltry,  and  was,  therefore,  easily  de- 
ceived by  his  sub-treasurers.  Whenever  this  imposi- 
tion was  discovered,  the  whole  system  wentdov.'n,  and 
we  never  have  had  a  great  fancy  tor  leaving  the  taxes 
in  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurers  or  collectors  from 
that  day  to  this. 

But,  sir,  these  old  proceedings  more  clearly  develop 
ed  the  true  character  of  my  state  than  almost  any  thing 
ofthe  present  day. 

The  territory  or  tract  of  country  called  Franklin  was 
composed  of  four  counties  of  North  Carolina,  and  se- 
parated from  the  body  ofthe  state  by  the  great  ledge  of 
mountains,  called  at  different  places  by  difierentnanies, 
and  from  what  is  now  West  Tennessee  by  the  Cum- 
berland mountains,  and  a  wilderness  of  two  hundred 
miles. 

Tlie  revolutionary  war  had  terminated  with  Great  Bri- 
tain in  1733,  but  it  continued  with  the  powerful  tribes  of 
Indians  who  had  been  in  aUiance  with  her.  The  depre- 
dations of  these  Indians  were  so  serious  that  aid  to  ar- 
rest iliiir  ravages  was  desired  from  North  Carolina; 
that  .slate  was  not  in  a  situation  to  f  trnish  proleorion, 
aih-i  iiisfcad  thereof,  froin  good  motives,  no  doubt,  bui 
\\i:ho:it  due  consideration,  passed  an  act  ceding  us  to 
the  United  States.  Whenever  the  news  was  received, 
the  leading  men,  who  were  King^?  m"u'>tnii>  mrn — Se- 
vier, tile  companion  of  the  gallani  ' '  ;>'  ''  n  Sliel- 
bv,  af  tiieir  head,  took  fire;  the  di~;  r  .  ,  r  .  i  ni  a 
declaration  of  independence,  and  I'l'  I -rniii  m  of  the 
state  called,  to  perpetuate  our  whig  principles,  "Frank- 
lin." 

North  Carolina  discovered  her  error,  and,  before  con- 1 
gress  could  acton  the  subject,  repealed  her  act  of  ces- 
sion. But  it  was  too  late.  We  had  been  disposed  of 
without  our  consent.  Though  but  a  handful,  willi  a 
powerful  savage  enemy  infesting  our  whole  frontier,  and 
without  a  dollar  to  begin  with,  we  set  up  for  ourselves. 
We  would  not  brook  the  indignity;  we  had  be^un  the 
fight  for  liberty,  and  liberty  or  death  we  would  have 
We  continued  the  controversy  till  17^3,  when  an  ac- 
commoilation  with  our  parent  state  took  place;  and 
with  our  own  consent,  and  upon  terms  thought  just, 
we,  with  other  portions  of  territory,  were  ceded 
1789,  to  the  United  States. 

In  1796,  we  became  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and 
how  we  have  since  conducted,  I  willingly  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  our  sister  states, 

I  confess,  instead  of  feeling  humbled  by,  I  am  proud 
of,  this  ancient  reminiscence.  I  feel  proud  that  my  an- 
cestor was  one  of  that  unyielding  band;  that  I  now 
find  myself  associated  here  with  a  bevieranda  Tipton 
and  although  I  somerinies  think  two  generations  back 
those  of  their  name  would  not  have  worked  so  lanielv 
in  partygear,  yet  every  once  in  a  while  the  blond  shovJs 
ilsdf,  and  you  can  see,  that  if  their  home  concerns  are 
not  attended  to  here,  according  to  what  is  just,  they 
break  party  bandages,  and  walk  abroad  in  thai  freedom 
for  winch  their  fathers  periled  every  thing. 

It  is  true  we  are  nei'her  wliigs,  tories,  or  democrats 
by  inheritance,  but  there  is  much  in  blood,  much  in 
educa'ion.  Early  lessons  from  mothers  are  apt  to  have 
an  inlluence  upon  us  through  life.  What  the  father 
says  when  he  first  sends  his  boy  to  schoolis  hardly  ever 
forgotten. 

When  diat  law  was  passed,  and  fir  years  afterward, 
the  first  morning  the  son  was  to  start  for  school,  he  was 
tlie  father's  advice,  in  emphatic  terms, 
liiVr  :i  I, isling  impression,  in  language 
'         1.  you  are  now  goi'.g  to  school, 
:  '  ^'hedience  to  your  mns'er;  he 
'  !:  \  limi,  if  you  love  me.     Be  kind  to 
i;ll  nvs,  do  nolhingofi'ensive  or  unjust  to 
I'ul  in  all  you  say,  and  do  not  give  anv 
'i  ort'ence,  and,  if  they  will  quarrel  with 
take  care  you  never  come  home  whip- 


liavf   ever  sustained  me  against  all  attacks,  at  every 
.=M"e  of  hfe. 

What  I  believe  to  be  their  will,  corresponds  with  my 
own  judgment  on  this  subject;  and.  however  much  I 
may  and  do  regret  a  difference  of  opinion  with  enligh 
tened  men  from  other  states,  yet  I  acknowledge  no  res 
ponsibihty  to  any  human  power  except  to  the  citizens  of 
my  own  state  who  have  so  long  honored  me  with  their 
confidence. 
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ped  by  any  one  of  them,  if  you  have  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

.  Children  were  taught  from  infancy  the  doctrine  of 
equality,  that  no  disnnction  ought  to  exist  except  that 
which  was  produced  by  vice  or  virtue. 

And  as  to  a  ( irculating  medium,  this  old  act  contains 
a  vnliiiur  lif  i:i-.i;  i'-;\  ■  i  l^ir  mc. ^  At  that  day,  the  tne- 
ditiiii  m1  !'.::  ,  i  :,  'I  .  \\':is  skins  and  peltry,  or  fui.-. 
Til' y  w    i<        -  ,    ,    in  which  the  (leople  were 

ohi:  ■-   1  '  1 '!     ,  ',  -I  i' '-iiie-is,  and  my  father,  when 

v-iii:i  ■  :  ■■  i:  1  :■,  '  ._,r  II  I  :  .1  iliat  our  officers,  ti-om 
till-    ■--.  I-  I   ,    c     :  I  ii.:       hiuld  be  paid  in   the 

.sani    I,    I  I     .  ■■,    .1 :.--  !i  II,  ■  people  were  compell- 

ed i..  .(-,  n,  ill,  ,r  .1,  :i,i,i-r,  uMn-.iuli  Other,  and  So  think 
lederal  oHicer.a.  Such,  I  think,  have 
IS  of  a  majority  of  my  constituents  from 
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■ish  is  to  carry  into  effect  their  will.  If  I  had 
■  enoUf;h  to  venture  into  an  unknown  world,  1 
would  raiher  do  so  Jiow,  and  upon  this  spot,  than  know- 
ingly to  mvcr  a  vote  upon  a  subject  so  important,  which 
would  disappoint  the  wishes  of  the  companions,  of  my 
youth,  the  associates  of  my  ma:urer  years,  antl  those  who 
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SECOND    SESSION SENATE. 

May  3.  The  Vice  President  presented  a  report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  pursiia 
a  senate  resolution,  conimunicaliiig  inlbrination  oti 
the  subject  ofthe  public  lands  in  tlie  raining  country 
of  Wisconsin  and  the  northern  part  of  Illinois.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the 
subject  ofthe  forlificalions  ofthe  United  States,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  senate.  Read,  and 
ordered  to  be  pi'inted. 

TJie  following,  anions;  other  petitions,  were  pre- 
sented. "By  Mr.  Buchanan:  Four  metnorials,  sign- 
ed by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  ofthe  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  urgently  requesting  congress 
not  to  [lass  the  iiiternalioiial  copyright  bill. 

[These  memorials,  Mr.  B.  said,  state  that  a  capi 
tal  of  9l3n,0()n,0(l0  or  more  is  now  embarked  in  tin 
dilfpreiit  branches  of  the  inanufactnie  of  books,  af 
fording  einploynent  to  tijousands  of  men,  women 
and  children;  and  that  to  pass  this  law  would  do 
great  injury  lo  the  owners  of  this  capital  and  ail 
whom  it  employs.  Tht-  meraorialisls  also  stale  that 
this  law  would  considerably  enhance  the  price  of 
books  lo  the  citizens  of  oiircountrv,  who,  instead  of 
purchasing  them  as  they  now  do  at  a  rate  so  cheap 
as  to  place  it  in  Ihe  power  of  every  poor  man  to 
improve  his  mind,  woiilu  then  be  obliged  to  pay 
such  large  prices  as  greatly  torednce  thf  numb-r  of 
purchases,  and  to  deprive  the  poorer  class  of  our 
citizens  altogelherfroin  Ihe  benefits  and  enjoy 
oflbreign  lit'-ralure.  They  contend  that  thf  re  is  no 
obliiration  of  justice  requiring  the  United  States 
thus  to  injure  its'  own  citizens  by  enhancing  the 
price  of  foreign  books:  and  that  it  is  sufficient  for 
each  country  to  grant  copy-righls  to  its  own 
authors.  Mr.  B.  said  these  were  strong  vievis  of 
the  subject,  and  demanded  Ihe  most  grave  consider- 
ation from  congress  and  the  country.  He  would 
not  now  anticipate  the  debate  which  must  hereafter 
arise  on  the  question,  but  he  asked  senators  lo  keep 
their  minds  open  until  they  could  hear  bolli  sides. 
If  it  were  generous  and  liberal  to  patronize  foreign 
authors,  it  was  our  duty  lo  take  care  that  this 
should  not  be  done  by  sacrificing  the  riglitsofour 
own  citizens.] 

The  memorials  were  referred  lo  the  committee 
on  patents. 

Also,  by  Mr.  B.  four  memorials  from  citizens 
ofthe  county  of  Philadcl|rhia,  against  Ihe  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  file  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  ol 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Slates.  Read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  irfWmms,  the  claim  of  Richard 
B.  Mason  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  call  was  made  on  the 
secretary  of  the  Ireasiiary  for  a  condensed  state- 
ment  of  the  condition  offiie  state  banks,  according 
to  Ihe  latest  returns  received  af  the  treasury;  also'^ 
the  returns  on  which  said  statement  may  he  found- 
ed. 

The  bill  yranling  the  right  of  way  for  roads  and 
canals  through  the  public  lands,  losfater,  and  incor- 
porated companies,  was  read  a  Ihiid  lime,  and,  al- 
tera shorfdiscussiori  between  Messrs.  Lyon,  Tipton, 
Chill,  of  Alabama,  and  King,  growing  out  ol  an  ob- 
jeclioii  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
il  was  passed,  and  sent  down  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 

Tlie  bill  lo  provide  for  the  secnrilv  ami  protection 
ofthe  emigrant  and  other  Indians  vvest  oT  Missouri 
and  .Vrkansas.  (eslablishinga  confederate  leirilorial 
government  of  Ihe  emigrant  tribes)  was  i-cnd  alliird 
time,  amended  by  consent,  nn  motion  of  Mr.  Linn. 
by  striking  out  Neosho  (llie  Osage  word  for  "c/cnr 
if.t/er'")  aiidsiibslitiiling  "Lndinn  lerrilonj,"  as  the 
name  of  the  territory,  and  Ihen  passeil  by  Ihe  fol- 
lowing vote,  and  sent  to  the  olh,er  house  for  con 
ciirrence,  viz: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kenlnckv.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ciilhherti 
Davis.  Fullon,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King.  Knight, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins! 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,   Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 


Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,   Wright, 
Young— 39. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Niles,  Norvell— fi. 

The  senate  then  took  up  Mr.  Clay's  joint  resolu- 
tion, as  heretolore  slated,  which  occupied  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day. 

May  4.  A  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren, 
his  private  secretary. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communication 
liom  the  secretary  ol  war,  with  a  report  of  the  se- 
cond auditor,  in  pursuance  ofthe  act  of  May,  1S22, 
to  regulate  the  intercourse  wilh  the  Indian  tribes. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  piinted. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  a  remonsliance  against 
carrying  into  execution  Ihe  late  alleged  treaty  with 
the  Cherokees.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Su'ift  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the  same 
kind,  from  inhabitants  ol  Dorset,  Vermont.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Roane  presented  a  memorial  from  the  friend- 
ship fire  company  of  Alexandria,  praying  aid  from 
congress.  Referred.  Mr.  it'/i/i  presented  a  memo- 
rial on  the  subject  of  establishing  an  agricultural 
and  mechanical  departuient  of  the  government. 
Referred.  Mr.  Spence  presented  the  petition  of 
Danieljoh,  for  a  pension  as  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Jetlers,  lor  bouniy  in 
land  and  money  as  a  revolutionary  soldier.  Seve- 
rally   referred. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  repoited  a  joint  resolnlion  ill  behalfol  Ves- 
pasian Ellis,  which  was  read,  and  oidered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was  oidered  that 
when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Monday; and 
then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Mayl.  The  f'/tc  PresirfpH(  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  senate  resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  with 
a  condensed  statement  of  the  coiulition  of  the  state 
banks  employed  as  depositories  of  the  public  money 
according  to  the  latest  returns.  Referred  and  or- 
dered lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  H'et.s/er  rose  and  said  he  had  particular  plea- 
sure in  presenting  the  memorial  ol  certain  officers 
ofthe  army,  prayingcongress  to  repeal  a  part  of  the 
law  which  allows  whiskey  lo  soldiers  on  laligue 
duty.  These  jiersons,  most  competent  cerlainly  to 
judge,  are  of  opinion  that  tiiis  allowance  should  be 
disconlinued.  They  thitik  the  subilitiite  provided 
for  other  cases  would  be  most  tiseliillv  applied  to 
this  also.  So  decisive  a  testimonial  in  lavorof  Ihe 
great  cause  of  temperance  ought  lo  have  much 
weiilit  II  anknt  spirits  may  bi-  tenefitially  and  use- 
Inlly  dispensed  wilh  by  soldiers  on  laligue  duty,  it 
would  bedillicult  to  maintain  the  necessity  of  their 
use  by  persons  in  any  occupation  or  employment. 
Mr.  W.said  the  pelilion  was  short,  and,  in  order  to 
give  il  its  |)roper  effect  and  consiilerafion,  he  would 
move  that  it  be  printed,  and  Ihat  it  be  referred  lo 
the  committee  on  military  ali'airs.  The  pelition 
was  as  follows: 

To  the  honorable  senators  and  representatives  ofthe 
United  States  in  congress  assembled :  The  undersign- 
ed, officers  of  the  United  Stales  army,  beg  leave 
especlfully  to  represent  that,  in  their  opinion,  Ihe 
iibstitulion  of  sugar  and  coffee  for  Ihe  whiskey 
part  ofthe  ration  allowed  lo  soldiers  lias  been  pio- 
diirlive  of  great  [;ood  to  the  service,  and  also  the 
means  of  pieser\ing  the  heallh.  efficiency  and  hap- 
piness, and  frequeiilly  effecting  Ihe  moral  reforma- 
tion of  that  part  of  our  army.  And  sincerely  be- 
lif  viiig  thai  the  gill  of  whiskey  still  allowed  lo  men 
nn  fatigue  duty,  by  Ihe  acl  of  congress  passed 
March  2,  1S19,  not  only  fails  lo  answer  the  end  lor 
which  it  v\as  granted,  but  contributes,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  form  and  keep  alive  habits  of  inteniiv- 
rance,  the  legitimate  results  of  which  are  iiisnboidi- 
nation,  disease  and  crime,  we  therelore  respccMuJ- 
ly  and  ardently  pelilion  your  honorable  bod\  lo  re- 
peal so  much  of  said  act  as  relates  to  Ihe  subject. 

L.  A.  BlRDSAI.L. 

.'hsislant  surgeon  U   S.  army. 
A.  G.  Bi.ANcHARn, 
1st  lieut.  3d  regiment  U    S.  infantry. 
111.  Katon, 
2d  lieut.  Zdinfnntni   U.  S.  Jl. 
Camp  on  Sabine  lake.  La..  Feb.  25^  1838. 
The  petition  was  referred   to  Ihe  committee  on 
military  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  ])elitions,  amongnlhei.s,  were  pre. 
sented.  By  Mr.  Webster:  From  Edward  Everett 
and  others,  of  Boston;  from  Samuel  Fessi  ndeii  and 
olhersn  ot  Portland;  from  several  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  London,  Connecticut;  from  citizens  of  tfe 
county  of  Oneida,  NewYork;  from  citizens  of  Hol- 
lisloii,    Massachusetts,   and    from    several    other 
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places;  all  remonstrating  against  the  late  all>-peil 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  it  was' not  conforuiable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  tnhe,  anil  praying  that  its  execution 
migiit  not  be  forced  upon  them.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Maine  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  to  Ibrtilieations  in  that  state,  and  to  an- 
other subject,  (unheard.)  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Urundy,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  tnakinj  luitlier  provision  by  law  to  pre- 
vent tile  counterfeiting  of  treasuiy  notes  ami  other 
public   obligations  and  securities. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  commissionerof  the  general  land  office. 
Mi-.  Buchamm  said  he  should  like  to  know  the 
reason  for  the  iiicrese  of  salary  proposed  by  this 
bill.  He  was  opposed  to  the  increase  of  any  sala- 
ry, unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

.Mr.  C/cry,  of  Alabama,  said  the  reason  was  to  be 
found  in  llie  comparatively  high  qualifications  and 
the  great  amount  of  duty  of  a  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  ollice,  which  he  proceeded  to  specify, 
and  to  compare  with  those  of  other  otiicers  with 
higlier  present  salaries. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  quali- 
fications and  merits  of  the  present  commissioner, 
but  that  was  out  of  the  question.  The  tiue  ques- 
tion was,  whether  in  the  existing  slalc  of  the  trea- 
sury congress  o'l  ,'it  to  set  an  example  of  increasing 
salaries,  which  •'•uld  not  fail  to  be  followed  up  by 
increasing  the  salaries  of  oilier  ofiicers.  II  such  in- 
crease were  to  bo  made  at  all,  Mr.  3.  would  propose 
to  increase  especially  the  salaries  ol  the  l«o  assis- 
tant postmasters  general.  But  he  was  opposed  to 
any  inerease  at  this  time;  and  in  order  !o  test  the 
sense  of  the  senate  on  this  subject,  he  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  engrossing  the  bill,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  the  pr.  sent.     Negati\  ed. 

The  questions  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading;  which  was  negatived  as  fol- 
lows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Clay.of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Mon- 
ton,  Robinson,  Se\ier,  Youn; — 6. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cutubert,  Davis,  Grundy,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin.  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston.  Rives,  Roane,  Robhins,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, 6iu!h  rd,  Spence,  Swift, Trotter,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, White,  WilliauiS,  Wright— 29. 
So  the  hill  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  If  right,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the  bonds  (the  2d  and 
3d  instahnenis,  about  .«!r),nnn,mill,)  given  to  the  go- 
vernment by  the  United  States  Bank  of  P.Minsylva- 
nia,  for  the  tovernmei.t  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  due  next  September  and  Sep- 
tember, 1339. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  desti- 
tute condition  of  the  treasury,  of  which  the  whole 
present  amount  of  means,  as  he  liad  ju-t  learned 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  but  about 
$700,1100.  The  committee,  he  said  had  waited 
some  lime  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  in  the  other 
house  which  would  aliord  relief  to  the  treasui-y;  and 
as  it  was  not  deemed  proper  for  the  senate  to  origi- 
nate revenue  bills,  the  committee  had  resorted  to 
this  measure  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  which 


My  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  making  sale  of 
the  bonds  within  the  conditions  of  the  bill,  "does  not 
arise  Irom  any  suspicion  that  any  body  will  question 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  or  doubt  about  tin  punctual 
payment  of  the  bonds.  But  the  purchaser  will  na- 
turally inquire,  in  what  inediiiin,  or  what  currency, 
will  these  bonds  be  paid?  Will  they  be  certain  to 
be  paid  in  gold  and  silver?  Or  will  tin  ir  probably 
be,  when  these  bonils  come  to  matniily,  tn-asury 
notes  in  ciionlation,  or  other  paper,  which  shall  be 
receivable,  by  law.  in  debts  and  dues  to  guverniuent; 
and  is  theie  'not  danger,  if  there  shall  be,  that  such 
treasury  notes,  or  other  paper,  will  be  below  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver? 

This  is  the  point,  I  ;hiiik,  likely  to  create  hesita- 
tion. Whatever  government  receives  in  payment, 
the  holders  of  these  bonds  must  receive  whoever 
they  may  be;  unless  it  be  certain,  therefore,  that 
government  will  hereafter  n-ceive  nothing,  in  dis- 
charge of  debts  due  it,  but  gold  and  silver,  it  is  not 
certain  that  these  bonds  will  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver.  It  is  understood  that  the  bond  » Inch  fill 
due  in  September  last  was  paid,  in  great  pait,  by 
U'oyernment  paper,  which  was  several  per  cent,  be- 
low the  value  of  specie.  Money  deahus  have  sharp 
eyes,  and  are  very  likely  to  look  to  what  may  hap-  1 
pen  in  this  respect;  and.  therefore,  I  think,  it  is 
hardly  worth  while  to  make  an  attempt  to  sell  the 
bonils.  Still  the  treasury  may  be  better  infnrnud 
on  the  subject;  and  if  the  secretary  and  the  hiuior- 
able  chairman  think  they  may  be  sold  lor  cash,  at 
par,  I  shall  not  oppose  the  bill.  I  should  not  have 
recommended  it,  however,  for  another  reason.  It 
is  not  adequate  to  the  exijeiicy.  It  docs  not  meet 
ihe  case.  It  v\ill  not  furnish  suHicient  liinris  to  en- 
able thea'lininistration  to  carry  on  the  -overnuunt. 
If  this  sale  should  be  made,  there  must  slill  be  a 
loan,  or  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

The  chairman  of  the  couiiiiittee  has  certainly 
stated  a  very  strong  case.  He  has  put  forth  the 
state  of  the  treasury  fully  and  frankly.  He  states 
a  more  forlorn  case.'ewn,  than  1  have  heard  stated 
before,  or  than  ever  was  slated  before,  I  believe,  in 
Ihe  hi.-lorv  of  this  f;overnnieiit.  He  says,  one  of  the 
usual,  oniinaiy,  annual  appropriation  bills,  having 
passed  the  house  ol  representatives,  is  now  before 
Ihe  committee.  It  is  the  annual  navy  hill;  and  this 
bill,  he  says,  the  committee  does  not  re|uut  to  the 
senate,  simply  because,  if  it  pass  into  a  l;.w,  it  will 
create  demands  that  tl'.e  treasury  cannot  meet.  In 
other  words,  the  treasury  is  not  in  a  condition  to 
meet  t!ie  ordinaiy  payments  for  the  support  ol  the 
navy.  This  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary  stale 
of  t■llin^'^•.  It  deseivcs  to  attract  strongly  the  pub- 
lic attention. 

The  honorable  memb.-r's  jdain  and  direct  admis- 
sion is  really  astounding.  The  officers  and  seamen 
of  the  navy 'cannot  be  paid  for  wantol  means  in  the 
treasury!  The  anniul  appropriation  bill,  for  this 
branrh'of  the  public  service,  cannot  be  passed,  be- 
cause, if  it  were  passed,  the  discredit  of  goyern- 
ment  would  be  open  and  notorious!  And  is  this  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  true  state  of  thinjs  to  which  we 
have  arrived?  If  this  be  so,  something  much  more 
efficient  than  this  measure  is  due  to  the  occasion. 

lean  well  conceive  a  state  of  things  iii  which 
some  use  might  be  made  of  lliese  bonds.  If  govei  ii- 
ment  and  the  bank  weie  on  good  terms,  I  have  no 
ilonbt  the  bank  would  answer  dralts  made  upon  it 
by  government  in  the  common  course  ol  disburse- 
meirts.  and  charge  thciramount  against  these  bonds; 
thus  itself  anticipating  their  payment.  But  no  such 
thin"  is  proposed.     The  plan  is  to  sell  the  bonds 


thc%e"nalecouTd"origii'atefortherelie'f  of  the  trea- j  all  at  once, 'and   place  tlie  amount  in  the  treasury 
°  ,  Whelher  this  is  likrly  to  be  done,  is  wi.h   me  a 

Mr.  irrfsffr  said,  ifit  should  be  thought  wise  by  I  matter   of  doubt.     The   administration,   however, 
those  who  had  the  power  and  the  responsibility  of ,  may  have  ascertained  this  point,  pernap 
managing  the   financial   affairs   of  the  country  to   expect   to   find    no   dilhcnlty 
atlopt  this  measure,  he  should  not  oppose  it.    It 


not 'a  me.asure,  however,  whith  he  i.imself  should 
have  recommended.  We  have  never  before,  so  lar 
as  [  know,  ir,  the  history  of  the  government,  farmed 
out  our  r.'veniies,  or  income,  or  tal<£ji  them  up  in 
advance,  or  relicveil  the  wants  of  the  treasury  other 
wise  than  by  treasury  notes,  or  loans,  on  the  credit 
of  the  government.  "This  s-lling  out  of  oldigations 
due  to°u3  is  new,  and  in  this  case,  he  thought,  not 
the  measure  called  for  by  the  state  of  the  treasury. 
There  are  three  of  these  bonds,  amounting  to 
about  two  millions  each,  with  some  addition  of^  in- 
terest, payable  respectively  in  September  of  this 
and  the  tv\o  succeeding  years.  It  is  proposed  to 
sell  the  two  last  of  these  bonds,  provided  they  can 
be  sold  at  or  above  par.  They  are  to  be  sold  with- 
out "uaranty,  and  on  the  credit  of  the  bank  alone 


t  if  this  should 
prove  to  be  the  case,  slill  the  measure  is  by  no 
means  an  adequate  measure. 

The  honorable  chairman  says  he  can  think  of  no 
other  measure  which  it  is  competent  lor  the  senate 
to  ori"-inate;  that  the  senate  cannot  originate  a  loan 
bill,  or  a  treasury  note  bill;  or,  at  1  ast,  that  the 
house  of  representatives  dispute  its  authority  to  ei- 
ther. But  is  this  a  sufficient  reason?  Both  hon<es 
must,  of  course,  agree  to  any  bill  to  make  it  a  law. 
Wherever  it  originates,  both  must  concur.  Itseem.s, 
therefore,  no  sfficieiit  reason  for  proposing  tin- 
measure,  that  the  senate  can  propose  no  other. 

We  are  to  take  it  for  granted  that  those  who  have 
the  power  to  originate  the  proper  measures  will  do 
thrirduty. 

Mr.  IVri^ht  said  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  o 
the  senate  in  explaining  this  bill;  it  went  far  to  ex 


That  this  credit  is.  and  ought  to  be,  perlectly  good,    plain  ils.lf;  and  he  y.onid  only  ^^^ 'J'^' ;" ''1;";;,'^ 
I  entertain   said   Mr.  W.  no  doubt,  although   great;  view,  and  as  a  matter  of  inlorrnation  "j  r,  |igh  the 
doubts  of  the  ability  and  solvency  of  this  debtor  to  !  whol.-  country,  the  credit  "f  .<'','?  J'l',;;;",'^';;;,,^,"/ 
the   governn:ent  are  expressed  and  repeated,  even    very  high;  b 
w!iile  government  is  thus  proposing  to  make  sale  of   in 
the  debt. 


•ideiit  to  hiin  and  to  others 

..rd     to    the    treasury,    that    presr-nt    means 

I  were  to  be  provided  by  various  legislation  of  con 


gress,  and  must  be  raised  by  them  in  some  way  or 
other.  It  was  obvious  that  il  might  be  done  by  is- 
suing treasury  notes,  or  by  the  sale  of  these  bunds. 
Mr.  W.  had  been  inlbf med  that  money  was  at  a  low 
rate  in  K.ngland.  and  as  these  bonds  wi  re  at  six  per 
ciuit.  they  might  be  disposol  ol  there,  it  not  in  this 
country.  The  committee  dni  imt  propose  to  s,ll 
the  boiids  dm-  in  September  next;  hut  one  of  these 
which  the\  pioposed  to  sell  had  one  year  from  Ihe 
Isl  ol  October  next  to  luii,  ami  the  other  two  years 
from  that  time.  These  bonds  were  for  $2,2511,1100 
each  at  par  value,  but  they  would  amount  to  less 
than  that,  as  interest  was  lo  be  deducted.  The  at- 
tention of  the  committee  had  been  called  to  this 
subject  by  a  special  resolution  of  the  senate,  and 
Mr.  W.  could  not  feel  otherwise  than  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  If  the  senate  thought  the  committee 
were  mistaken,  they  might  reluse  to  pass  the  bill; 
but  at  all  events  it  could  make  the  titasnry  no 
worse.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  if  tliese 
bonds  should  go  abroad  foi  a  market,  and  even  if 
theyshoiild  be  disposed  of  at  hoine.tl.e  a\ails  would 
not  bo  received  in  time  to  render  nece?sary  other 
measures  to  relieve  the  treasury. 

Mr.  M'ebslcr  said  this  was  simply  a  question  ot 

propiiety,  prudence,    and    financial    fitness.     Will 

ihis  measure  prove  beneficial  to  the  country,  by  le- 

li'  ving,  in  a  juoper  naiim  r,  the  w  ants  ol  tlie  trr a- 

I  doubt  this;  and   that  doubt   is  founded  in 

an  apprehension  that  puiclrasers  ii  ay   rot  be  cer- 

what  medium  tlie  bonds  may  be  paid.     The 

honorable    men. her  says,  we  can  do   nolMi  g  with 

that;  that  is  a  qnistion  whii  h  ii.nst  be  kit  lo  those 

who  propose  lo  purchase.     If  they  l:ave  doubt  on 

that  head,   he  says,  thry  will  not  buy.     This  is  all 

ery  true.     But  is  il  worth   while  lo  resort  to  an 

expidient  to  raise  mon-y,  which  ii.uy  be  met  with 

urh  an  objection;  and  which,  if  il    meet  with  no 

difficulty    in   the  ex<cu;ion,  is    yi  t   ii.snfTich  nt  to 

supply  "our  wants,  and  will,  tin  lefere,  not   supcr- 

ede  the  necessity  ol  other  ii.easuris? 

It  is  proposed  to  attempt  a  s.ile  of  these  bonds  in 
Europe.  Arc  we  to  stay  here  till  we  know  the  re- 
ult  of  that  attempt?  I  hope  that  we  have  not  be- 
fore us  such  a  prospect  as  that. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  though  I  repeat  that  I  do  not 
make  any  strenuous  opposition  to  the  bill,  yet  il  is 
measure  which,  if  my  counsels  prevailed,  would 
not  be  adopted,  as  I  thiiii;  it  ofdonblliil  success, 
nd,  if  successful  to  the  fullest  extent,  still  falling 
hort  altogether  of  the  public  necessities. 

Mr.  nV/c/'f  said,  if  the  purchaser  were  not  satii- 
fird  that  he  would  receiie  payment  for  the  bonds 
in  a  nudiiim  acceptable  to  him,  he  of  course  would 
not  pure!  ase.  But  Mr.  W.  lelicvi  d  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  on  this  point.  If  congress  should 
authorize  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  it  woulil  bc^ 
as  heretidbre,  to  such  an  amount  as  the  treasury 
might  require,  not  to  exceed  a  certain  limit.  Mr. 
W.  admitted  that  Ihis  limit  would  be  just  as  high  a» 
it  this  bill  should  not  pass;  but,  ii' it  passfd,  it 
it  might  lessen  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
which  would  bo  actually  issued. 

Altera  frW  wordsof  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Webster — 
The  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  au. 
tliorize  the  erection  of  a  haspital  in  the   city  of 
Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  being  on  a  former  motion  of  Mr. 
Sevier  to  strike  out  the  words  "and  others"  from 
the  bill,  tiuis  limiting  its  benefits,  as  it  was  under- 
stood, to  indigent  seamen  and  soldiers. 

Mi.  Roane  and  Mr.  1 1 'iV/ in  ws.<  poke  briefly  in  op- 
position to  the  aracndnunt;  whereupon  Mr.  Sevier 
so  modified  his  amendment  as  to  extend  the  bene- 
fits of  the  bill  lo  citizens  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. ,    ^ 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  against  llie  large  approjiriatioo 
(.■jJtSO.OOO)  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buclianan  said  he  was  very  glad  to  perceive 
that  the  lesson  on  economy  which  had  just  b'en 
taught  his  lionoiable  friend  from  .\labama  had 
proved  effectual;  and  Mr.  B.  would  assure  liiin  that 
he  would  follow  his  lead,  and  be  a  soldier  under 
his  command  in  all  reasonable  reductions  of  expen- 
ditures. 

Mr.  WilUamx  spoke  warmly  against  the  amend- 
ment, especially  as  it  woulrl  lurn  out  many  from 
the  iioor-house'who  had  already  been  received,  and 
who  were  not  citizens  of  this  district. 

Mr.  A'tVes  spoke  at  some  length  in  general  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

i\Ir.  Sovlhiird  spoke  against  the  amendment,  and 
with  much  feeling  and  earnestness  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  passed  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  had  been  reported  to  the  senate.  There 
could  be  no  di.ference  of  opinion  as  lo  the  obj'-ct 
of  the  bill;  and  were  it  in  a  state  legislature,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  a  stale,  there  could  be  no  occasion 
for  arguments  in   its  favor.     The  bill,  he  said,  was 
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liot  designed  to  give  permcinent  support  to  those  be- 
longing to  other  places,  but  to  save  them  I'roin  suf- 
i'eriiif;  till  they  could  be  removed.  If  this  duty  were 
a  burden  on  the  government,  it  was  one  which 
could  not  be  avoided  without  inhumanity.  The  seat 
of  government  being  here,  brought  great  numbers 
to  this  place  in  pursuit  of  claims  or  pensions,  and 
were  left  destitute  and  totally  dependent  on  public 
charity  to  keep  them  from  starving. 

Mr.  r/(ii/,  of  Alabama,  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  of  reducing  the  appropriation 
in  the  bill.  He  argued  that  government  should  be 
just  to  itself  and  faithful  to  it.s  trust,  rather  than  to 
listen  too  readily  to  the  calls  of  generosity  or  human- 
ity. 

l\Ir.  Roane  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnest- 
ness and  warmth  of  feeling.  Noone.hesaiil,  would 
he  yield  to  on  the  subject  of  economy;  but  he  ar- 
gued that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  cninmunity  to 
provide  for  those  unfortunate  classes  of  persons 
among  them  who  are  unable  to  provide  for  them- 
si'lves.  If  this  was  not  a  seaport,  it  was  the  metro- 
polis of  the  nation,  where  all  classes  congregated, 
soldiers  and  sailors,  especially,  who  were  in  quest 
of  aid  from  the  government,  for  the  helpless  and 
sulfering,  among  whom  the  government  ought  to 
provide  at  least  temporary  relief  and  protection. 

Mr.  IVillianis  estimated  the  number  of  insane  in 
this  district  at  about  forty,  taking  into  view  the 
general  proportion  of  this  class  to  the  rest  of  the 
population.  He  also  spoke  further  in  favor  of  the 
bill  and  against  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  conferring  the  benefits  of  this 
bill  to  residents  of  this  district,  was  agreed  to  as 
lollows: 

YE,\S— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moulon,  Niles,  Rives,  Robin- 
.lon,  Ruggl^s,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecti-.'ut,  Trot- 
I  1,  Wdl,  White,  Wright— 22. 

N.VYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Morris,  tvicholas, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Southard  Spence, 
Swift,  Webster,  Williams,  Young— 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  appro- 
priation of  ,*.50,000  in  the  bill  was  reduced,  and 
limited  to  ,g.3ll,0U0. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Roane  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  ask  the  senate  to  take  up  the  bill 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  continue  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

ftlv. Benton  having  signified  his  desire  tospeak  on 
this  bill  to-morrow. 

The  senate  acjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

May  8.  A  message  was  received  from  the  house, 
through  their  clerk,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
lion.  Joab  Lavvler,  member  of  the  house  Irom  Al- 
abama, and  informing  the  senate  that  his  funeral 
would  take  place  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  from 
the  hall  of  the  house. 

Mr.  /u«g:  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  Another  of  the  members  of  this 
congress  has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  This 
nuexpi^cted  event  is  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  serious  reflections.  "  13e  ye  also  ready," 
sliould  be  deeply  impressed  upon  every  heart. 
The  hon.  Joab  Lawler,  a  representative  from  the 
state  of  Alabama,  breathed  his  last  at  his  boarding 
house  in  this  cily,  about  .9  o'clock  this  morning. 
His  sickness  was  of  short  duration;  but  a  life  de- 
voted to  piety  and  virtue  enabled  him  to  look  with 
calm  and  christian  resignation  on  the  dread  change 
that  awaited  him. 

Mr.  Lawler,  Mr.  President,  was  of  humble  ori- 
gin. He  was  destitute  of  the  advantages  of  a  libe- 
ral education;  but  a  vigorous  intellect,  combiried 
vvilh  sterling  integrity,  early  recommended  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  fellow  citizen?,  and  they 
placed  him  in  the  legislature  of  his  state.  For 
years  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duties  in  that 
situation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to  himself,  so 
satisfactory  to  those  he  represented,  that  they  de- 
manded his  services  in  a  more  exalted  station.  lie 
yield  'd  to  their  wishes,  and  twice  has  he  been 
chosen  to  represent  their  interests  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  President,  bis  mortal 
career  has  closed.  His  country  has  lost  the  ser- 
vices of  one  of  her  most  virtuous  citizens;  his  be- 
reaved wife,  an  alFectionate  husband, and  his  orphan 
children,  the  fosteringcare  and  protection  of  :in  in- 
dulgent father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-stricken 
family  I  would  say,  "  mourn  not  as  one  williout 
hope."  The  husbaml,  the  father,  was  a  christian. 
!!■  di^d  as  a  christiin  dieth,  in  the  full  hope  of  a 
hl.-si-l  i  n  noi-t  ditv.  K-eji.  th 'n,  l>  ■for-  vour^v-s 
the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life;  live  as  he  lived. 


and  you  may  go  to  him;  to  you  he  can  never  re- 
turn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate  resolved 
unanimously  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  lion.  Mr. 
Lawler,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  to 
wear  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days,  in 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased;  as  a  farther 
token  of  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday ,  May  7 .  The  following,  on  leave,  were 
presented  by  the  Speaker: 

A  communicalion  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  commanding  general 
of  the  army,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  that  ot  ma- 
jor Belknap  "  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Sabine  river," 
called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  1st  inst. 

A  communication  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
19lli  of  March  last,  relative  to  the  progress  made 
in  issuing  patents  for  land  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  examination  of  certificates  of  purchase 
under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1834. 

Among  the  resolutions  ofl^?red  was  the  following 
by  Mr.  Gray: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  five 
persons,  be  ajipointed  to  inquii'e  into  the  e.vpedi- 
ency  of  authorizing  permanent  contracts  to  be 
made  with  the  different  railroad  companies,  or  such 
of  them  as  may  be  willing  to  make  permanent 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  public 
property,  and  troops  of  the  United  States  from  the 
seat  of  government  to  lake  Erie  and  lake  Ontario, 
upon  such  terms  and  such  restrictions  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

The  resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out 
"consisting  of  five  persons  be  appointed  to,"  and 
inserting  therein,  "on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,"  and  also  by  striking  out  all  of  the  same 
after  "United  States,"  (so  as  to  make  the  inquiry 
general,  instead  of  confining  it  to  a  particular  case,) 
and  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

On'molion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  oflice 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Hunts- 
ville,  in' Randolph  county,  Missouri,  by  Johnson 
Wright's,  to  Mocar  court-house,  in  said  state. 

One  or  two  p-'titions  were  received,  (as  were 
also  the  above  motions,)  by  general  consent.  The 
[irosentation  of  other  petitions  was  objected  to,  and 
refused. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  house  would  consent 
to  go  into  the  transaction  of  public  business  of  an 
urgent  nature.  He  hoped  no  objection  would  be 
interposed  to  this,  and  sent  a  resolution  to  the 
chair,  proposing  to  take  up  the  bills  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

To  the  presentation  of  this,  at  this  time.  Mr. 
.ddams  objected.  Leave  had  been  refused  him  to 
present  petitions,  after  others  had  had  that  permis- 
sion, and  be  should  therefore  object  to  any  thing 
which  should  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  his  resolution:  and  upon 
tliis  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  n.ays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  house  refused  to  siisp^^nd  the 
rules,  by  a  vote  of  112  yeas  to  57  nays — two  thii'ds 
required. 

The  duel  reports. 

Mr.  Sawyer  rose  and 'said  that  he  had  voted 
frankly  and  aboveboard  on  this  whole  question, 
and  he  was  now  disposed  to  put  gentlemen  to  the 
test,  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should  move  a  pro- 
posiliou  for  that  purpose.  What  good,  he  would 
ask,  was  to  be  attained  by  this  debate?  What  end 
arrived  at?  This  was  but  the  chrysalis  state  of  a 
question,  involving,  in  every  stage  of  its  progress, 
much  exacerbation,  ill  feeling,  and  disaster.  What 
spectacle  was  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  American 
people,  who  were  looking  to  congress  for  some 
kind  of  action,  if  not  for  relief?  They  had  been 
in  session  for  five  months,  and  had  done  absolutely 
nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  Every  im- 
portant measure  was  yet  unacted  on — all  was  uir- 
cerlain,  while  they  were  engaged  in  a  vain  crusade 
afler  their  lost  or  invaded  privileges.  He  deemed 
this  whole  coui'se  of  pr-oceeding,  thus  f.\r,  irregular, 
a  malum  usque  ad  oi'O:  and  he  thought  it  high  time 
it  should  be  arrested.  He  admonished  gentlemen 
ihat,  if  they  per'sisted  in  this  cour-sc,  he  should  in- 
troduce instructions  to  the  select  commillee  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  rescinding  the  resolution  of  the 
2Sth  of  February  last.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
making  one  party  a  subject  of  mourning,  and  the 
other  of  ostracism. 

Mr,  S.  then  pas5-d  an  euln-v  upon  (he  cnnrs'- 
pursued  m  this  uratter  by  Mr.  Adams,  who,  ho  said. 


had  nobly  stepped  forward,  the  advocate  of  the 
privileges  of  that  body,  and  the  defender  of  j)opu- 
lar  rights.  He  closed  by  moving  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Granlland  made  an  eflbrt  to  obtain  permis- 
sion to  .say  a  few  words,  but  the  chair  decided  it 
to  be  not  in  order.  iVli'.  Murray  asked  if  u  vote  of 
two-thirds  would  be  required  to  take  up  this  ques- 
tion, if  laid  on  the  table.  The  Chair  decided  that, 
being  a  question  of  privilege,  it  would  at  all  times 
be  in  order  to  take  it  up,  ori  motion,  without  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  lost — yeas  48,  nays  1:31. 

The  Chair  then  stated  the  question  as  it  was  left 
at  the  adjorrrnment  on  Thursday  last.  It  was  de- 
bated by  Messrs.  Rariden,  Reed,  Granlland,  Daw- 
sou,  and  Rives,  the  latter  gentleman  moving  to 
postpone  the  further  corrsideration  of  the  subject 
till  the  first  day  of  June  next.  Orr  which  motion 
heaslced  for  theyeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
This  proposition  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Rives, 
Menefee,  arrd  Bynum;  and  was  then  withdrawn  by 
the  mover.  The  pending  amendment  was  then 
debated  further  by  Messrs.  Bynum  and  Thompson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Reed  to  that  of  Mr.  Loornis,  to  add  to  the 
instructions  to  the  committee  the  words  "anil  if  a 
merrrber  prove  to  be  involved,  they  shall  not  pro- 
ceed against  him,  but  shall  make  a  special  report 
of  that  fact  to  the  house;"  and  this  motion  of  Mr. 
Reed  was  negatived — yeas  79,  nays  82. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Loomis  was  then  in 
order. 

Mr.  Dmvson  moved  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers on  the  table,  and  to  print  the  journal  arid  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  for  a  division  of  this  question; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
first  part  of  the  motion  [to  lay  it  on  the  table]  was 
r-ejected  by  the  following  vote — yeas  56,  nays  103. 
Mr.  Sibley  then  olfered  an  amendment,  calling 
for  the  names  of  all  the  members  implicated,  which 
was  accepted  as  a  modification  of  his  own  by  Mr. 
Loornis. 

The  question  was  then  further  discussed  by  Mes- 
srs. Bynvm,  Duncan  and  Thomas.  Further  motions 
to  amend,  to  lay  on  the  (able,  to  prirrt,  to  postpone, 
&.C.  were  offered,  and  discussed  by  various  mem- 
bers (of  which  debate,  as  well  as  that  upon  the 
other  questions  presented  during  this  day's  session, 
a  report  will  hereafter  be  given.) 

Mr.  Sibley  having  the  floor,  gave  way  to  Mr.  Fill- 
more, who  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  hoirse  (at  20  minutes  before 
5  o'clock)  refused  to  adjourn,  by  a  vote  of  56  yeas 
to  103  nays. 

Mr.  SiWc!/ resumed  the  floor,  and  spoke  at  length. 
After  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Underwood  took  the 
floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Petrikin 
moved  the  yeas  and  nays.     Ordered. 

Mr.  [?«c/en<;oo(i!  withdrew  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
It  was  immediately  renewed,  the  yeas  and  nays  or- 
dered, and  the  house  (at  five  minrrtes  before  C 
o'clock)  by  a  vote  of  82  yeas  to 75  nays,  adjourrred. 
Tuesday,  May  8.  Irnmeiliately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal,  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  ad- 
dresser! the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to 
perform  of  announcing  to  this  house  the  death  of 
one  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  the  hon.  Joab  Law- 
ler, expired  this  morning  at  his  lodgings  in  this 
city,  after  a  brief  and  painful  illness,  which  he  bore 
with  unirsual  Ibrtitrrde  and  resignation. 

Less  than  a  week  ago,  and  he  was  present  in  his 
place  in  this  hall,  in  the  performance  of  his  part  in 
the  laborious  duties  assigned  by  the  people  to  their 
representatives.  He  was  yet  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  has  been  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness. 
By  his  death,  his  immediate  constituents  and  his 
state  have  lost  an  attentive,  intelligent,  and  faithful 
representative;  his  family  have  been  deprived  of  a 
husband  and  father;  and  society  has  lost  a  member 
whose  conduct,  in  every  relation  of  life,  was  v\or- 
Ihy  of  all  imitation. 

The  deceased  errjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  those  who  knew  him,  to  an  extent  which  no- 
Ihing  but  a  course  of  life  the  most  exemplary,  and 
a  char-acter  the  most  irTeproachable,  could  have  se- 
cur-ed. 

In  his  state  he  had  filled  several  offices  of  much 
importance,  and  under  the  general  government  he 
held,  for  several  years,  a  trust  of  great  r-esponsi- 
bilify.  In  all  his  official  conduct  in  (he  various 
public  stations  held  by  him,  he  acquired  a  high 
character  for  integrily  and  capacity,  which  no  act 
of  his  life  forffited  or  impaired 

His  ronluct  r-s  a  niemh,  rof  this  hnu  =  ..  lias  been 
in  character   with   his  whole   lile.     While  he  was 
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rolateil  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Inillans,  wliich  is  now  about  to  take 
place.  He  was  constrained,  therefore,  to  ask  tills 
s|ucial  leave  at  this  lime,  inasmuch  as,  if  he  waited 
for  ail  opportunity,  under  the  rules  of  the  house, 
the  lime  would,  perhaps,  have  passed  away  when 
the  me.iiorials  could  have  any  eliect;  and  it  would 
he  a  mere  ceremony  to  receive  these  memorials 
after  the  main  subjfct  of  their  jirayer  had  been  put 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  action  of  the  house.  Thi^ 
memorials  were,  one  from  "  the  representatives  of 
the  yearly  ineetins;  of  friends  for  N 'w  Kugland," 
and  one  from  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 
in  Connecticut. 

Objection  beins  made,  Mr.  T.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  present  these 
nieino.ials;  which  motion  did  not  prevail,  not  two- 
thirds  votiiii;  for  it. 

(-)n  motion  of  iVlr.  flarlan,  it  was  ordered  that  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  private  land  claims  be 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  Lite  Mr.  Lawler. 

The  f illowiiiL;  nif<sai;e  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  by  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Uureii, 
his  private  m  eniury: 
To  Ihrxruii/r  will  lioiisr  (ifri-prrsentalii.'CS. 

I  ,.^u!'!ni!  u<  '!''■  lon^KJfMation  of  congress  a  stnle- 
lary  of  ihe  ireasury,  by 
uited   Slates,   wiih  over 


whieh 
iwen'\ 
over  tittei 


,1.  r.wt, 
li-' 


aie,  Iruin  the  situaiion  in  wliicli  iho^i 
ill  iniinediale  dani.'er  of  l.eiiii.'  unt\i 
cbarije,  wilh  L'"'-l  tii'li   ntiH    piiiii|i 

pecuniary  ohiij    '         ■  I   :'■■     ■  ni  iin 


with   ili( 
Indi- 


sta 


md 


"  some  time  been 

il.    As  till-  nrill- 


ay  be 

.tidie  wh.jit  )..u,  li..  1«.  1- 

iilly  authorized,  tlie  remedy 

111  easy. 

■nts  likely  to   arise  from  a 
prtsent  state  of  lhin,as  in- 


firm and  unwavering  in  the  discharge  of  what  he 
considered  his  duty  as  a  representative,  he  was 
mild  and  unobtrusive  in  his  deportment,  and  re- 
spectful towards  his  associates.  He  had  lived  the 
life  of  a  christian,  and  died  without  apprehension 
as  to  the  future. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss  and  respect  for 
his  memory,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolveit,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Joab  I^awler,  de- 
ceased, late  a  member  of  tliis  house  from  the  state 
of  .\labatna,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock  meridian. 

ResoU'ed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Joab  Law- 
ler, deceased. 

Hesolecd,  That  the  members  and  otficers  of  th.s 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Joab  I.awler,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  .arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock 
lu  ;ridian. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Joab  Lawler, 
late  a  representative  from  the  state  of  .VKibama, 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at 
12  o'clock,  from  the  hall  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

The  several  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to  by  the  house;  and  then 
The  house  adjourned. 

lVediie<!'i(iy,  Maij  9,  1838.  Pursuant  to  order,  the 
house  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  M.  for  the  purp.ise 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  hon.  Joab 
Lawler,  late  a  representative  in  congress  from  the 
state  of  .Vlabama. 

The  following  was  the  oriler  of  arrangements: 
The  committee  of  arrangements,  p  ll-bearers, 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence  of  the 
deceased,  at  Mr.  iMount's,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
at  1 1  o'clock,  .\.  M.  at  which  time  the  remains  were 
removed,  in  charge  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, attended  by  the  s=rgeant-at-arms  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  the  hall  of  the  house. 

Shortly  ai\er  12  o'clock,  meridian,  funeral  service 
was  performed  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and,  immediately  after,  the  procession 
moved  to  the  place  of  interment  in  the  follouing 
order; 

The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 

Committee  of  arrangmeiits,  viz: 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  .\labama, 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Va.  Mr.  Henry,  of  Penn. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ky.  Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Mass. 

Mr.  JIaury,  of  Tenn.       Mr.  Boon,  of  Indiana. 

Pidl-bearers,  viz: 
Mr.  Elmore,  of  S.  C.        Mr.  Conner,  of  S.  C. 
Mr.  Carter,  of  Tenn.         Mr.  Kilgore,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Sibley,  of  N.  Y.        Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass. 
The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 

senators  from  Alabama,  as  mourners. 
The  sergeant-atarms  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 
The    house  of  representatives,   preceded    by    the 

speaker  and  clerk. 
The  other  officers  of  the   house  of  representatives. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the   United   Slates,  preceded  by  the 

vice  president  and  secretary. 

The  other  otficers  of  the  senate. 

The  president  of  the   United   States. 

Tlie  heads  of  departments. 

Foreign  ministers. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

Tnursd:iy,  May  1ft.     Mr.  Martin,  of . Alabama,  by 

leave,   o.'fered  a  resolution  that  the  speaker  iulbrrn 

the  governor  of  Alabama  of  the   death  of  the  late 

Joab  Lawler,  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken    to.      - --  --  ■     ii 

fill  the  vacancy  thereby  occasioned  in  the  Alabama  treasury  notes  they  were  made  recciyali.e  at  any  nine 
del  -gation;  which  was  agreed  to.  fc>-  'I'-^e  ■lues  but  were  expressly  f^fbiddcn  af^e'  'n.ch 

The  Chair  laid  before  th'e  house  a  communication  I  ^'-'e^P'.  '""i  ^"'''S  ^'^/.'fri'"  ^1  ^.  "f  e^S^^^^^ 
,         ..  ,  1-    ,  ,  1     •       ,  i;  t     r  ti,»  I  the  treasurv.    from  this  circuinsiance,  coupiuu  wiin 

from  the  secretary  o  state,  enclosing  a  list  ol  the  ^j^^  proiraoted  failure  of  the  most  of  the  banks  to  re- 
names of  all  our  diplomatic  agents,  their  salaries,  ^^^^  specie  payments,  little  has  of  late  been  received 
dates  of  appointment,  &c.  fur  revenue  except  treasury  notes.     Ovur  five  and  a 

Also,  a  communication  frotn  the  war  department,  I  judf  millions  of  ihcm  havt;  already  been  paid  in,  ihoiiyh 
covering  a  report  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian  i  n.me  fall  due  till  about  the  first  ot  Noveuibernext 


The . 

ippivhrllded,  ;i       I   .     !    il.   NiiJ.    M.-l 

■Ipal  ,l:lll':.i  1  :.  ■  -  tioi,,  :;pr,.hii 
law  til  II  —  I  -  Il  iiiasurv  notesa: 
before  i  ..  -.  ;  i..  i  '  .  ;,iid 
by  giving  III.  .  i-.i.  ..I'l 
eht  ol  inetuli  m  '  mn'  'ii 
wotdd  seem  in  ;  ,  .  n  - 
The  serious,. i.'.air;!- 
lonfrer  contiiuiaii.v  ol  ihi    _ 

duces  me  respectfully  to  invite  the  earliest  action  of 
congress  to  the  subject  which  may  be  consistent  willi 
a  due  regard  to  oilier  public  interesls. 

]\Iay  10,  I83S.  M.  V.i.N-  BuREN. 

Treasury  Diparlmenl,  Muij  10,  1333. 

The  undersigned  would  respeedy  submit  to  the 
president  the  following  statement  concerning  some  fis- 
cal embarrassments  whieh  are  likely  soon  to  happen, 
unless  averted  by  early  leHislation. 

Il  has  been  usual  tor  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
except  in  the  annual  report  on  the  finances,  and  in  re- 
plies to  speeiid  calls  or  directions  by  either  house  of  eou- 
gre.ss,  to  give  iiiforinalion  respecting  all  matters  which 
appertain  10  his  olfice,  ihrouah  tellers  addressed  to  the 
appropriate  comuiitiees.  For  some  months  past,  arid 
oil  several  occasions,  that  mode  has  been  pursued  in 
respect  to  these  threatened  etnbarrassinents,  by  giving  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  such  information 
concerning  them  as  the  public  exigencies  and  a  season- 
able foresight  seemed  to  require.  Sume  suggesiions 
and  fjcls  connected  with  them  have  Ukewise  been  in- 
troduced into  reports  made  to  congress.  But  the  relief 
desired  having  not  yet  been  granted,  and  a  longer  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  the  emergency  havini;  a  tendency  to 
impair  public  credit,  lo  the  great  prejiidice  of  contrac- 
tors and  workmen,  as  well  as  of  pensioners,  the  nriiiy, 
oil'.  V,  and  luauy  other  classes,  the  undersigned  deems 
it  iiiS  duly  to  apprize  the  e.xecuiive  also  of  the  impend- 
ing dilKeuliies,  in  order  that  he  may  take  such  further 
steps  as  appear  proper  to  promote  a  faithful  discharge 
of  the  pecuniary  obligations  of  the  government. 

The  peeulari'ty  in  tlie  present  condition  of  the  finan- 
ces can  ho  very  briefly  explained.  It  has  arisen,  not 
from  any  actual  deficiency  which  has  yet  cccurred  in 
the  anijunt  of  receipts  anlicipalcd  for  die  year;  not 
from  any  excess  of  appropriation  which  ha.s  yel  been 
made  fo'r  either  ordinary  or  extraordinary  objects;  but 
from  a  prohibition  to  use,  for  the  payment  of  ihe  niiblie 
dues,  what  is  reipured  by  law  to  be  received  lor  tlieni. 

In  tlie  act  of  October  last,  authorisinj;  the  isauc  of 


These  constituie  nil  aagrecate  of  five  hundred  and 
sixtv-tiiur  thoiLsind  Iwo  liiiiidreil  and  ihiriv-toiir  dol- 
lars'lliiisavailiiMr,  instcail  i.f  a  bnlanr,.  ,.fl'r..iij  luo  to 
six  miili.iiis,  which  II  has  i;eiienilly  been  .oiisHli-red  u  i-o 
lo  retain  on  luind,  in  order,  with  the  aid  of  the  cm  rent 
revenue,  lo  insure  punctuality,  and  guard  ngaiiisi  tho 
embarrassinenis  ineident  lo  lluctuutions  and  other  con- 
liugeneies.  During  tho  prcscul  year,  however,  the 
revenue  has  been  pind  in  irefLsury  noles  lo  such  uu  ex- 
tent that  only  ;ibiiut  one-fourth  of  a  million,  nionihly, 
has  been  receive.!  Iroin  it  in  money  .so  ns  to  u.'sisi  in 
discharging  the  current  iixpendiliircs.  These  last,  on 
an  average,  have  been  over  two  millions  monthly,  and 
in  .\|iril  nearly  lliiee  millions. 

As  more  than  four  milliniis  uf  ihe  Ireasury  nolts  ore 
still  ouisiaiulini;,  and  tin  Imuk-  :i  m  r.illy  have  not  yet 
resumed  specie  payim  n  -,  il  i^  |i...lialile  thai  a  glial 
part  of  ihe  leNenuewrl,  Im  -mil  lime  luiMnie,  be  paid 
in  a  similar  manner.  I  adei  .^lu  ii  eireiimstaiiees,  and 
when  it  is  considered  tiial  lurye  sums  due  Iroiii  ibc 
postponed  custom-house  bonds,  the  hanks,  and  the 
states,  are  not  yet  payntile,  and  ihii'.  no  power  now 
exists,  except  in  e  m  n  --,  in  ii'irall  the  deposiie-  from 
die  latter;  ihai    li  '•   i-  n  i  n    i  r\iil  (.\ni\  to  ivsnri  to,  or 

any  otiier  am ,  ■   I  m.      i-  l.y  whu-li  the  uanLsofthc 

ireasury  can  lie  .~ii;i|  ■  .1,  i'  -  inaiiiliM  that  the  deparl- 
ineiit  is  exposed  weekly  and  alnio.si  daily  lo  be  deprived 
of  the  whole  of  its  available  iiieaiis.  and  the  credit  of 
the  government  to  be  injuriously  elfected,  both  at  homo 
andubruttd. 

Congress  could  readily  avert  ihese  results,  if  approv- 
ing ihe  course  .siiygesicd  in  the  last  annual  report  on 
ilie  finances.  Il  could  remove  the  prohibition  to  rc-is- 
.sin'i  ihe  notes  which  may  be  or  have  been  prematurely 
paid  in  and  icdeeiin>d,  and,  where  ihey  have  been  can- 
celled, permit  others  lo  be  issued  in  their  s'ead;  or  it 
could  elfert  till  saiiie  objet;l  by  allowing  other  noli  h  io 
be  einiiteij,  iinieadot  ."uch  as  have  betui  and  shall 
herealiir  be  paid  in,  before  ihe  year  fir  their  redemp- 
tion expires.  IJy  the  seasonable  adoption  of  eiiher  of 
these  measures,  all  aniieipaled  emliarrassinenls  during 
183S  can  pniliahly  be  obviated.     For,  in  that  event,  no 


iifadd 


provisi 

of  the  V 

clofe  'I 
lions  il 
ing  ihi 
cenibcr  l;u>l,  by 


111  me: 


atfairs,  with  a  statement  respecting  the  payment  of 
the  annuities  due  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians. 

These  communications  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

.Mr.  lloffmin  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Boiddhi,o^ 
Virginia,  obtained  leave  to  offer  memorials. 

i\Ir.  Ti'lin^hnsl  asked  leave,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  presMit  two  memorials,  which  he  said  were 
from  conmunities  of  the  highest  respeetahility, 
and  en'itled  lo  the  most  reso-ctriil  ronsid 'ratinn; 
and  that  this  wi-  also  ibn^  to  t'le  givat  niii  >  lal  im- 
portance of  the  subject  of  the   mcuiorial,-.     They 


,  ..annot  be  paid  out  again,  or  others  in  their  place, 

lill  the  resiriciion  before  mentioned  is  nioilified.  it  has 
fillowed  that  a  wcat  portion  of  the  receipt.'!  of  the  year 
have  thus  far  be'en  entirely  useless  fjr  aidiiu'  to  delray 
the  large  expenditures  rliargcd  upon  it,  and  resort  has 
of  necessity  been  had  to  the  emission  of  more  ireasury 
notes  uniier  the  orirrinal  act,  until  tho  wdiole  amouni 
authorised,  e.vcepl  8216,802,  has  been  exhausted. 

The  only  other  means  available  to  meet  the  public 
cn"a"emenls,  with  ttie  excepiious  as  to  irus's  and  the 
rniu,  detailed  in  a  .•'pei-i.al  ep.rt  on  the  condfrii  of 
•he  rei  -irv  II'  the  -vM-e  uf  rrp-i-e  , •:,•..•.---  ih.  2j.. 
Marcli.asi,  are  icdaccd  to  about  ii3l7,-132. 


t  the  expeniiilures 
ftir,  unless  before  the 
II  shall  appear  thai  new  ajijiropria- 
,le,  or  are  Ilk,  Iv  to  lie  made,  exeeed- 
■iliiiiitied  by  the  ile)iarliiient  ill  Dc- 
eral  millions,  or  ihai  ihe  revenues  re- 
ceived will  be  nialerially  It-ss. 

Oil  die  contrary,  if  neiiherof  the  measures  above  pro- 
posed shouki  meel  ihc  approbation  of  congress,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  among  the  various subslituies  whieh  may  bo 
thought  of,  or  which  ibis  department  has  lakeii  occa- 
sion to  >ii"  I1-;  III  eiiMimunicalions  to  the  coniinitlcc  tf 
ways  ail  111  II-, -line  one  must  be  selected  dial  can 
beiiia.i  I  I'l  1  ,11  IIS  operafion,  at  a  very  early  ilay, 
or  il  Ml  I  111  i;[ii  II  I  I'.iblc  to  presen'e  the  national  faidi 
unbroken,  ami  tu  avert  the  in.iuries  with  which  thd 
public  service  is  threatened.  Wuh  greai  respi'd, 
Levi  Wooduukv, 

Secretary  of  the  Ircusttri/. 

Mr.  Cttin6re/fng  observed  that  be  had,  two  days 
since,  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of  privilege 
immediately  before  the  house,  for  tho  purpose  of 
considering  the  fiscal  necessities  of  the  government, 
but  the  motion  had  failed.  He  now  {fave  notice  that 
he  should,  at  some  time  this  day,  endeavor  to  renew 
that  motion.  He  moved  that  the  message  and  docu- 
ments be  referred  to  a  commitlee  of  the  whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  union,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Underwood,  who  had  the  Ifoor  from  Monday, 
said  he  was  very  willing  that  the  speech  be  had  iii- 
tendi-d  to  make  should  be  indefinitely  poslponed,  if 
the  house  would  agree,  with  it,  to  postpone  iiid'-fi- 
iiifely  the  whole  siihjeet  of  the  duel  report;  and  he 
was  about  hiinsslf  to  make  a  motion  lo  that  eliect. 
Mr.  Sergeaitl  suggested  that,  as  it  was  probable  the 
message  and  dociiineiils  would  be  printed  by  to- 
morrow, it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  consi- 
deralion  ol  it  till  to-morrow.  Mr.  Cambreleni;  replied 
that,  as  to  the  lime  of  coininencing  proceedings  on 
the  subject  of  this  message,  they  could  not  he  com- 
menced a  ino:n,'nt  too  soon.  \V,M'e  there  the  sli:;ht- 
est  probability  that  the  house  would  finally  dispose 
of  the  question  of  privilege  this  day,  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn.s}  Ivaiiia 
would  have  weight;  but,  as  he  could  not  indulge  a 
hope  of  this,  tie  Ihoughl  the  subject  of  the  iness.ago 
might  as  well  be  taken  up  at  once.  The  general 
stale  of  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been,  Iroin 
time  to  time,  laid  before  the  house.  No  gentleman 
could  be  ignorant  of  it.  The  gentleman  Iroin  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Underwood)  was  not,  probably,  aware 
what  would  be  the  eifect  ol  his  proposed  motion  for 
an  indefinite  poslponemenl  of  Ihe  subject  at  present 
before  the  house.  It  would  not  bring  the  lioiise  to 
an  immediate  decision,  but  would,  on  the  contrary 
open  the  whole  subject. 

[The  question  was  in  the  mean  while  put  on  re- 
ferring the  message  and  papers  toa  committee  of  the 
wdiole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  printing,  and 
agreed  to.] 

"Mr.  On/ericirarf  said  that  he  was  fully  aware  of 
the  etfpctof  the  iiiolion  wh  ch  he  proposed  to  make. 
I3il  if  the  g-nllemau  Iroin  .Mew  York  (Air.  Cain- 
breleie')  would  move  his  reioluiion  at  this  liiojuciit. 
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he  woul.l  not  press  his  own.  Mr.  CambreUng  Hien 
moved  the  followin;,'  resohition,  (being  the  same  he 
oliered  nn-nccessfullv  on  Monday:) 

"Resolved,  That  the  lules  be  suspended  for  the 
pnrpose  of  considering  bdls  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee ot'  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union." 

Before  the  question  on  this  motion  wa.«  put,  Mr. 
Graves  said  be  was  very  desirous  of  beins;  heard; 
but  the  chair  pronounced  it  at  present  not  to  be  in 
order  to  hear  him.  The  Speaker  having  stated  the 
que.'lion,  before  a  vole  was  taken  on  it,  Mr.  Graves 
moved  a  call  of  the  house,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  tliat  motion — he  explained  by  saying 
that  he  did  so  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  was 
the  actual  sense  of  the  whole  house  in  reference  to 
the  printing  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee. He  had  again  and  a^ain  been  charged  with  a 
wish  to  suppress  that  evidence.  The  charge  was 
unfounded,  and  did  him  great  injustice.  He  had 
always  been  desirous  that  the  whole  evidence 
should  appear;  and  that  though  he  did  not  think  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  should  be  received  and 
printed  in  its  present  form,  he  had  rather  the  whole 
slionld  go  out  as  it  was,  than  that  the  house  should 
fail  to  print  the  testimony.  The  question  being  put, 
tlie  house  ordered  the  call — yeas  102,  nays  75. 
The  roll  was  then  called;  but  before  it  had'  been 
called  through,  Mr.  CambrelenjX  moved  that  th»call 
be  suspended,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr,  Cambre- 
leu'T,  expressing  his  hope  that  the  house  woulil  dis- 
pose of  the  subject  this  day,  withdrew  his  resolu- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules;  and  the  house  went  on  to 
further  consider  the  reports  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  duelling,  &.C. 

The  il.'bite  on  this  subject  was  resumed,  and 
conli:in'd  by  Messrs.  Undenvood,  Mercer,  Reed, 
and  'n<jinii,  who  concluded  his  remarks  with  a 
motion  to  liythe  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and 
print  llie  r.^  lorts,  evidence,  and  journal  of  the  com- 
iiii!le  •.  Mr.  Jenifer  demanded  a  division  of  the 
q  1  ition.  .Mr.  Thomas  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
navs.     Ordered. 

The  first  division  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
(to  lay  on  the  table)  was  tlien  decided  in  the  aflir- 
inative  by  tlie  folloniiig  vote — yeas  102,  nays  7y. 
Mr,  Pelrikin  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Ric.'  Girland  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
whereby  the  first  branch  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas  had  been  carried;  and  on  Ihiis  motion  he 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Thomas  raised  a  point 
of  order. 

The  Chair  decided  that,  by  the  44(h  rule  of  the 
lionse,  the  motion  to  reconsider  would  have  prece- 
dence in  ordinary  cases.  But  this  was  but  half  a  ques- 
tion, and  to  it  that  rule  was  not  applicable. 

After  some  incidental  remarks,  concluding  in  no 
iuoliou,  Mr. /J/ce  Gii)7«»(i  withdrew  his  nioliou  to 
reconder,  and  Ibllowed  that  withdrawn  by  moving 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  house;  upon  which  motion 
he  .iskcd  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordeied; 
jand  the  motion  that  Ihere  be  a  call  of  the  house  was 
decided  as  follows— Yeas  64,  nays  123.  So  the  call 
was  refused 

Some  inquiries  were  then  presented  to  the  chair 
by  Messrs.  Slide  and  Graves,  as  to  the  divisibility 
of  the  question;  to  which  the  chair  replied,  that  that 
would  ha  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry  after  the  house 
had  decided  wlcelherthe  maiiiqueslion  should  be  put. 

Theliouse  having  decided  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put— Mr.  Briggs  asked  that  the  mo- 
tion to  print  be  divided;  and  the  first  question  was 
on  the  printing  of  the  three  reports  of  the  commit- 
tee; which  was  decided  in  the  allirinative  by  the 
following  vote — yeas  123,  nays  74. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  printing  the 
evidence  and  journal,  and  decided  in  the  allirmative 
by  the  following  vote — yeas  1S3,  nays  4.  Mr. 
Boon  rose  and  said  that  "the  dear  people"  had  been 
much  talked  of  during  this  debate.  The  Speaker 
said  Ihere  was  no  proposition  before  the  house. 
Mr.  Boon  remarked  that  he  was  about  to  make 
one;  if  in  order,  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted;  il 
not  in  order,  "the  dear  people"  wouhl  have  the 
ben  'fit  of  the  motion.  The  Speaker  said  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  proceed,  until  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  slioul  I  have  presented  his  proposition. 
Mr.  Boon  then  moveil  to  print  20,000  extra  copies 
ol'  the  majority  report  and  the  evidence  for  the 
bnuefit  of  "the  dear  people"  of  this  country.  The 
Speaker  decided  this  motion  to  be  out  of  order, 
in  the  present  position  of  the  question.  Reports 
from  lli3  cornuiiltees,  severally,  of  manufactures 
and  Indian  affairs  wore  presented  by  IMessis.  .■Idnms 
and  Eoerell;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ReeiL, 
.the  home  adjourned. 

CHRONICLE. 

Naval.  Tile  United  States  frigate  Cnlamhia,  bearini 
the  broad  pendant  of  cumnijdore  George  C.  Read, 
and  tlic  sloop  of  v,  ar  Jjliii  AJaiiis,  coiamandcr  Thus. 


IV.  Wijinan,  went  to  sea  from  Hampton  roads  on  Sun- 
day morning  last,  soon  after  sunrise,  with  a  leading 
biveze. 

The  United  States  steam  frigate  Fulton,  capt.  M.  C. 
Pern),  arrived  at  Norfolk,  from  New  York,  on  Mon- 
day afiern  >on.  She  left  New  York  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  put  into  the  Delaware  break-water  on  account  of  a 
severe  gale,  whence  she  left  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
making  her  run  to  Norfolk  in  21  hours,  notwithstand- 
ing her  progress  was  much  iniiieded  by  a  s.  w.  wind 
and  a  heavy  sea.  She  left  Norfolk  on  Wednesday, 
and  arrived  at  the  Washington  navy  yard  yesterday 
(Friday)  evening. 

Capt.  Marryatl's  toast.  Capt.  Marryatt,  the  novelist, 
at  the  St.  George's  dinner,  recently  given  at  Toronto, 
oftereil  the  fuKowing  toast: 

*^Capt.  Drew  and  his  brave  comrades  who  cut  out  the 
Caroline." 

The  achievement  thus  signalized  by  capt.  Marryatt 
was  one  of  the  most  base  and  cowardly  that  happened 
on  the  froiTlier  during  the  recetit  insurrectionary  move- 
ments-: and  the  man  who  could  magnify  the  actors  in 
it  in'o  heroes,  is  only  fit  to  be  associated  with  robbers 
of  hen  roost-s  and  sackers  of  dairies.  There  is,  how- 
ever, an  air  of  malignancy  in  the  sentiment,  which,  in 
the  present  slate  of  ihat  unfortunate  aifair,  indicates 
more  of  hatred  towards  us  as  a  people,  than  a  lack  of 
high  and  chivalrous  principles  of  honor. 

[Ed.  Register. 

Connerlicut.  The  legi-slature  of  Connecticut  convened 
at  New  Haven  on  Wednesday  the  2d  inst.  Wm.  W. 
B  jori.iinan,  whig,  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  by 
a  niaj  irity  ot  106  votes  over  all  others.  Chauncey  V. 
Cleveland,  the  adni.  candidate,  who  wa^  speaker 
last  year,  received  37  votes,  and  there  were  three  scat- 
tering. Total,  146.  The  joint  committee,  appointed 
to  canvass  the  return  of  votes  for  state  officers,  repor- 
ted that  the  whole  number  of  votes  returned  tor  gover- 
nor, is  50,101;  of  which  W.  W.  Ellsworth  has  27,115; 
for  It.  ffovernor  50,003— of  which  Charles  Hawlcy  has 
27'J7(i;  fnr  M.-retarv  1'J>I17,  of  which  Royal  R. 
HiiniKiu  Ikis  23,377— fir  tioas  irer  49,011;  ol  which 
Hiruiii  Rider  lias  20,726;  lor  eunip:i  oiler  4y,ad7;  of  which 
Heiny  Kilbonrn  has  21,46(3 — wuh  a  resolution  declar- 
ing the  above  officers  legally  elec.ed. 

Rhode  Ishmd.  The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  also 
convened  at  Newport  on  Wednesday  the  2d  inst.  The 
lion.  George  Curtis,  (w.)  was  ie-elec£ed  speaker  of  the 
houfe  without  opposition.  The  official  returns  of  votes 
for  governor  give  Wm.  Sprague  (w.)  3934;  Franci«,  V.  B 
3501;  scattering,  99.  Sprague's  |.lurality  over  Francis, 
430.  His  majority  over  all  others,  3a  1.  For  It.  covernor, 
Childs,  (w.)  received  413S  vo;es;  Tnnrston,  V."  B.  3461; 
scattering,  15.  Childs'  majority,  662.  The  average 
whig  majority  for  senators  is  872  Lnd  a  fraction.  All 
ihe  Eenators,  10  in  number,  are  whigs.  The  house 
consists  of  72  members,  45  of  whom  arc  whigs,  and 
27  loco  focus.  Whig  majoriiy  in  the  house  IH;  in  joint 
ballot,  adding  the  heut.  governor,  who  presides  over 
the  senate,  29.  Last  year,  says  the  Providence  Journal, 
there  was  a  majority  of  41  the  other  way. 
^  The  ehetlons  of  1«36,  1837,  and  1333.  Since  Mr. 
Van  Billon's  inauguration  as  president  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  there  have  been  general  elections  in 
tweuty-oiie  of  the  twenty-six  states  which  composes 
the  federal  union — Maryland,  Mississippi,  Michigan, 
New  Ilainpsliiie,  and  Connecticut,  have  held  two 
elections  each — ^Rhode  Island  three.  Vir^nia  held  an 
election  last  April,  but  the  result  was  such  that  it  could 
not  be  presented  in  a  tabular  form;  M'hich  is  of  little 
consequence — it  indicates  no  chanee  of  opinion  from 
the  presidential  contest.  The  same  of  Ohio.  The 
states  of  Delaware,  South  Carohna,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
souri, and  Illinois,  have  held  no  general  election  since 
1836.  The  following  table  presents  the  vote  of  all  the 
states  which  have  held  elections  since  I83G — the  right 
hand  columi.s  giving  the  vote  at  the  last  state  election; 
the  left,  that  of  the  presidential  contest — November, 
1836; 

1836.  1337-3. 

States.  Adniiuis-  Opposi-  Adniinis-  Opposi- 

trauon.       tion.  tranon     tion. 

Maine,  22,900     15  229         33,879    34,353 

New  Hampshire,  13,722  6,22S  27  678  25,221 
Vermont,  14,039    20,9.i0  17,730    22,206 

Massachusetts,  33,237    41.099         32,937    50.595 

Rhode  Island,  2,964      2,710  3,600      4,000 

Connect, cut  19.2^4     18,719         21,4-12    27  096 

New  York,  166,315  138,543        140,460  155,8^3 

New.lcrsey,  25,592    26,137         25,856    27,363 

PenuMivania,  91475    87,111  91,182    85,890 

Maryland,  22,163     25,852  23,000     25.000 

Nonh  Carolina,  25,910  23.363  30,000  35,000 
Georgia,  22,101     21.736  33,417    31,179 

Kcniiickv,  33,435     36,955  23,955     47,415 

Indiana,'  32,173    41,231  23,125    53,867 

Tennessee,  2(5,120    35.962  33,696    53  479 

AUibania,  20,506     15,612         21.800     17,753 

Mississippi,  9,979      9,6^8  12,823     13  651 

Arkausa.s,  2,400       ],233  2,745       1,733 

Total  in  18  states,  591,123  571.513  601,325  714,813 
Van  Buren  majority  Nov.,  1836,  19,610 

Whig  majoriiy  last  election,  604,325 

110  483 
The  table  of  votes  at  the  late  elections  have  been 
c  impiled  with  great  care,  but  may  not  be  entirely  cor- 
rect.    They  are  near  cuoush,  however,  fur  alfpurposes. 
We  have  not  yet  the  official  return  from  Rhode  Island 


— the  average  whig  majority  there  is  somethina:  higher 
than  we  have  placed  it.  [New  Yorker. 

U.  S.  circuit  court.  This  court  was  engaged  yester- 
day, without  a  trial,  respecting  some  woollen  goods  of 
which  much  has  of  late  been  said  in  the  papers.  The" 
present  action  is  brought  against  three  cases  oi  woollen 
ffoods,  claimed  by  Wm.  Downes,  but  which  the  United 
Stales,  by  the  district  attorney,  alleges  are  forfeited,  as 
they  were  knowingly  and  intentionally  much  under- 
rated in  the  invoice,  thereby  intending  to  lessen  the 
duties  upon  them.  As  the  trial  is  not  yet  concluded, 
we  refrain  from  giving  the  evidence  on  either  side,  but 
on  its  termination,  if  deemed  of  sufficient  importance, 
we  shall  present  to  our  readers  a  full  report. 

[New  York  Courier 

Mr.  Thomas  Bradford.  This  venerable  rehc  of  the 
last  age,  died  yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  great  age  of 94, 
and  his  funeral  will  proceed  from  the  house  of  his  son, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bradford,  in  Sansom  street,  to-day,  at 
11  o'clock  A.  M.  Mr.  Bradford  entered  upon  the  pro- 
fession of  an  editor  in  1763,  the  year  signalized  by  the 
peace  of  Paris,  which  terminated  thai  bloody  war  called 
"The  Old  French  War"  in  this  country,  and  "The  Se- 
ven Years'  War"  in  Europe.  During  our  revolution,  he 
was  commissary  general  of  the  Pciinsylvania  division, 
and  printer  to  the  conuncn  ,1  •  ,  ,  ,,  - ..  The  first  was 
a  very  important  pulihc  II  1  .  i  ;  ■<  the  high  esti- 
mation in  which  he  wa.-*  i:  i  i  i  i  :rity  and  Know- 
ledge of  business.  The  m  -  ji;-;  [i,  ,.  that  he  was  fa- 
vorably known  to  one  of  the  wurthicsL  bodies  of  men 
that  ever  assembled  for  the  sood  of  mankind.  We 
presume  that  just  before  his  death,  he  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  editorial  corp.^  in  this  country,  and  per- 
haps the  only  person  then  living,  in  any  .manner  di- 
recdy  connected  with  the  body  of  men  that  signed  the 
declaration  of  independence. 

[Public  Ledger. 

The  Moselle.  The  Louisville  Journal  contains  the 
following  paragi-apti  respecting  the  mad  ambition  of 
capt.  Perm,  to  which  is  jusdy  attributable  the  late  me- 
lancholy accident,  and  the  loss  of  hfe  attendant  on  it: 

There  i.s  no  doubt,  that  the  deplorable  occurrence  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  overv\'cening  anxiety  of  capt. 
Perin  to  gain  for  his  boat  the  reputation  of  unrivalled 
speed.  We  have  always  had  the  kindest  feelings  for 
capt.  P.  and  when,  a  few  weeks  ago,  he  made  a  swift 
trip  10  this  city  from  above,  we  cheerfully,  in  compliance 
with  his  request,  took  notice  of  the  fact.  From  Louis- 
ville he  made  an  extraordinary  passage  to  St.  Louis, 
whence  he  wrote  as  by  express  mad,  requesting  that 
we  would  again  proclaim  his  matchless  speed,  and  say 
that  his  boat  was  and  would  be  "the  eagle  of  the  wa- 
ters.'' We  declined  to  comply  with  this  second  request 
for  we  saw  that  his  ambition  was  already  roused  to  a 
most  dangerous  pitch.  The  dreadful  result  is  before 
the  world. 

The  ship  Science  arrived  at  Pordand,  Maine,  last 
week,  from  a  whaling  voyage  of  four  years.  Her  ap- 
pearance created  as  great  a  sensation  among  the  good 
people  of  Portland  as  that  of  the  steani  ship  from 
England  did  at  New  York.  She  has  brought  home  a 
cargoof  2200  barrels  of  oil  Four  of  her  crew  are  na- 
tives of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Astonishii.g  despatch  in  travelling.  The  arrival  of  the 
Neptune  from  Charleston  iii  61  hours  gives  us  an  idea 
of  the  possible  and  actual  rapidity  ol  travelling  in  this 
country.  She  left  Chaileston  after  the  arrival  of  the 
rail  road  cars  from  Augusta.  Passengers  may  have 
started  from  Augusta  on  Saturday  morning  at  6  o'clock, 
and  coming  in  the  Neptune  to  New  York,  could  arrive 
in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  having  ten  hours  to  spare  in 
New  York,  making  the  whole  distance  from  Augusta 
to  Boston,  (more  than  a  thousand  miles,)  in  about  89 
hours  running  time,  and  73  hours  from  Augusta  to  New 
York.  [N.  Y.  American. 

Indian  Relics.  A  mound  in  this  city  has  been 
parlially  opened  this  week,  and  our  citizens  are 
picking  up  beads,  arrow  points,  stone  knives,  and 
various  other  instruments  and  ornatnenls.  One 
skeleton  has  been  discovered  entire,  an<l  portions  of 
others.  On  counting  the  trains  of  the  slump  of  a 
tree  that  stands  upon  Ihe  lop  of  the  mound,  it  ap- 
pears that  this  tree  must  have  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  old.  It  has  been  cut  down 
about  sixteen  years.  We  suppose  that  this  ancient 
receptacle  of  the  dead  must  have  been  formed  about 
two  hundred  years  ago.  [Ohio  city  ,.1rgus. 

New  York  canals.  The  Albany  Argus  states 
that  the  quantity  of  flour  brought  to  tide  water  on 
the  New  York  canals  in  the  month  of  April  in  1S37 
and  1838,  is  as  follows,  viz; 


Albany 
Troy 


1837. 
11.227 
4,021 


18.3S. 
24,772 
9,271 


Increase  17,895 

There  came  over  Ihe  rail  road  in  1338,  948  bbla. 
of  Hour. 

There  arrived  at  Troy  in  April,  1837,2300  bush- 
els of  wheat,  and  in  1838,  39,235  bushels:  at  Alba- 
ny, in  April,  1837,  1436  bushels,  and  in  1838,  4498  | 
bushels.  Increase  in  1838  over  1837,  39,997  bush- 
els. 
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A  N  t  E  . 

yc^lt  will  b-'  s.:en  by  our  absliacts  ol'coiiijii'Ssion- 
al  pro-eediiiifs,  that  the  bill  to  aatliorueihe  issuing 
of  treasury  nolc.«toineetlhe  current  txpeiises  of  (he 
eovpruiu-iit,  passed  tile  house  ol' reproseiitatives  on 
WecinesUay  last,  alter  one  ol'tlie  most  close  and  Ar- 
dent contests  that  has  yet  occurred  in  that  body. 
On  Thursday  it  was  reported  to  the  senate  by  the 
chairman  of  the  coininiltee  on  fuiance,  without 
amcndcncnt.  Yestenlay  it  waa  taken  up,  and,  after 
an  ani(aalrd  debate,  at  about  7  o'clock,  passed — 
Ayes  27,  noes  13.     Particulars  in  our  ne.>:t. 

Senator  Tallmadge.  The  Mailisonian  states 
that  se:;ator  Tallnad;j;e's  private  opinions  were  al- 
ways adverse  to  the  expun^in^  resolution,  and  that 
he  voted  lor  that  resolution  only  in  obedience 
to  the  express  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  his 
state. 

Meucax  blockade.  The  Ne>v  Orleans  Bulletin  of 
the  2Si.i  uh.,  St. lies  that  the  schooner  Sarah  Ann,  which 
left  that  port  tor  Tanipico,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  dry 
goods,  and  ihirtv-two  passengers,  arrived  otf  her  place 
of  desjiuation  'iH  ult.,  where  she  was  boarded  by 
a  boat  from  a  French  brig  of  war  of  twenty-four  guns, 
and  informed  that  she  could  proceed  no  further  under 
penalty  of  being  sunk,  nor  be  allowed  to  have  any  com- 
munication with  the  shore.  The  papers  of  the  schooner 
were  endorsed  by  the  boarding  oificer,  and,  although 
the  captain  pleaded  a  scarcity  of  provisions  and  a  large 
number  of  passengers,  there  \v<is  no  alternative  but  to  re- 
tarn.  Thj  Bulletin ofihe  10th  iusL,  says  that '"le  schoon- 
er Essex,  capt  Carroll,  had  also  been  ordered  o!f  by  ihe 
squadron  before  Tampico,  and  had  relurnea  to  New 
Orleans.  Tlie  French  officers  conducted  themselves 
with  the  courtesy  characteristic  of  their  nation.  Al- 
though intercepted  otf  the  port  of  her  destination,  she 
wa-s  forbid  all  communication  with  the  shore,  and  order- 
ed otf  after  her  papers  had  been  endorsed.  The  same 
treatment  is  ineied  out  without  partiality  to  the  vessels 
of  all  nations.  A  French  brig,  the  Ljuise,  from  Bor- 
deaux, bound  also  for  Tampico,  met  with  a  like  recep- 
tion on  the  same  day.  O  le  Yankee  vessel,  however, 
had  the  temerity  to  break  the  blockade.  She  was  a 
barque  lieavdy  laden,  and  the  captain  not  liking  to  miss 
a  chance  at  speculation,  dashed  through  the  blockading 
»iluadro:i,  and  succeeded  in  running  his  vessel  sate 
into  p  irt. 

".Viiu  Orleans,  April  •29.  By  a  letter  which  has  just 
been  brought  by  the  schooner  which  quitted  Tanipico 
the  111  >:iient  before  the  operation  of  the  blockade,  we 
learn  that  the  government  co;iimissioners,  at  the  head 
of  whom  were  Cuevas  and  Mozan,  secretaries  of  state 
and  war,  had  started  Iron  Mvxico  tor  Vera  Cruz,  in  or- 
der to  treat  with  Baron  Djlfaudis,  and  that  the  confer- 
ence was  tj  be  hell  aboard  the  principal  blockading 
vessel.  It  is  presumed  that  the  result  of  this  mission 
will  be  satisfactory  to  both  parues." 

We  see  by  a  note  from  captain  Page,  commander 
tlieU".  S.  ship  Natchez,  that  that  vessel  was  otf  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  T..mpico, 
and  tliat  he  would  convey  any  letters  which  the  mer- 
chants of  New  Orleans  might  wish  to  transmit.  A  let- 
ter bag  was,  tor  tliis  purpose,  deposited  at  one  of  the 
insurance  offices. 

United  States  sloop-of-war  Concord,  Fitzliugh,  com- 
manding, from  Taiufiico,  touched  at  the  Balize  on  the 
4ih  instant,  having  on  b)ard  §71,000  specie,  which  she 
put  on  board  a  tow  boat,  and  then  proceeded  to  Pen- 
sacola. 

A  passenger,  who  came  by  the  Concord,  reports, 
that,  haviiig  remained  three  days  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  felt 
convinced,  from  the  rumors  in  circulation,  that  the 
Mexican  government  was  in  nowise  disposed  to  pay 
the  indemnity  claimed  by  France. 

Virginia  ELECTio?fS.  Mr.  Banks,  and  not  Mr. 
Slaughter,  as  statetl  in  our  last,  has  received  the  return 
for  the  Sp  Htsylvania  district — his  majority  over  Mr.  .S. 
is  iliirleen  voles.  The  Richmond  Enquirer,  of  yester- 
day, says:  The  want  of  fjrm  in  holding  the  poll  of 
G.-een  county  did  not  consist,  as  we  originally  heard, 
in  the  commissioners'  not  being  sworn,  out  it  is  now 
said  in  the  sheriff  of  Orange  (trom  which  Green  had 
been  taken)  superintending  the  taking  of  the  poll;  and 
in  the  irregular  manner  inwhich  the  poll  was  present- 
ed to  the  assembled  sheriffs. 

The  slate  of  parties  in  the  legislature  may  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  following  summary  which  we  find  in 
the  last  Enquirer: 

"  Tne  Riohni  ind  Whig  of  yesterday  morning  assigns 
Mr.  O'Ferral  1 1  the  list  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. The  "Winchester  Republican"  (also  whig,  and 
near  to  Mr.  t^VFerral's  residence,'  ranks  him  am  mg 
the  administration  men,  as  a  conservative.  The  Wing 
also  allows  us  the  delegate  from  Lee;  and  foots  up  the 
Vol..  LIV.— Sto.  12. 


fiieiid*  of  the  adininistraiion  u.s  fil.  Tiie  Whig  clauiH 
72  whigs;  but  am  hu  these  is  Mr.  Samuel  done'!,  the 
deceavd  delegate  otUiuckinglmiii.  Correcting  this  er- 
ror, therofjre,  it  would  leave  the  partie><,  according  to 
the  Whiginle,  71— fil;  and  two  vacancies,  in  Bucking- 
ham and  King  G.'orgn.  Should  we  assign  both  Lee 
and  .Mirgan  to  die  administration,  dien  tlie  joint  vole 
of  both  houses  will  stand: 

.Adininistraiion,  **3 


\VI 


81 


Vacancies,  « 

Even  though  the  whig?  should  carry  both  the  vaoan- 
cie.s  the  panic-  will  I.,-  ti.  d,  on  joint  vote.  Sliould  we 
carry  one,  it  will  be  .SI— S2;  nvi  maioritv  for  the  ad- 
niiuistraiioii.  .^h  >:ild  ive  carry  both.  It  will  be  85— SI; 
four  miijority." 

Notice.  BnUic  Sea.  The  hydrographic  sec- 
tion of  the  marine  department  makes  known  to  navi- 
fjators,  that  since  the  opening  of  the  navijjation  in 
Ihe  year  IS.JS,  an  ordinary  signal  buoy  is  placed  at 
the  northern  extremities  of  the  reefs  of  Perespe  and 
of  the  land  bank  of  Wikala,  in  the  gulf  of  Finland, 
and  that  the  buoy,  with  a  Hag.  that  was  until  now 
placed  near  the  island  of  Eckholm,  will  be  removed, 
as  it  has  thus  been  rendered  useless.  [(//o6c. 

Doctor  Anto.mabchi,  the  physician  who  ac- 
companied Napoleon  to  St.  Helena,  and  remained 
with  him  during  his  life,  died  of  vellow  fever  at  St. 
Jago  de  Cuba,  on  the  .'Jd  of  April.  Dr.  .\.  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  from  France  about  three  years  ago, 
travelled  through  Mexico,  and  was  on  his  return  to 
this  country. 

State  loan.  The  Albany  Argus  says  that  the 
state  loan  of  halt  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  cin.al,  was  taken  on  Saturday  last  by 
Prinv>,  Ward  &,  King,  at  $100  25  for  each'^lOO  of 
5  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  in  1S55,  having  17 
years  to  run. 

Fuo.M  Fn.ixcE.  By  the  Silvie  do  Grasse,  from 
Havre,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  American  has 
received  advices  from  Paris  to  the  20th  of  April.  The 
approaching  coronation  of  the  emperor  of  .\u3lria, 
at  Milan,  divides  public  attention  with  that  of  queen 
Victoria.  Marshal  Soult  is  to  represent  Louis 
Pliilippe  at  London,  and  Ihe  Marquis  de  St.  Aiilaire, 
at  Milan.  Tiie  king  of  Naples  has  pardoned  all 
those  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  at  Sicily.  A 
Marseilles  pajier  gives  an  at  count  of  a  great  victory 
gained  by  the  Circassians  over  the  Russian  army, 
near  Erzeriim  in  Armenia.  From  Spain  we  learn 
that  count  Negri,  the  Carlist  chief,  who  had  advanced 
near  to  Madrid  with  a  corpse  of  6,000  men,  had  re- 
treated and  was  followed  by  Iriarte. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  prsceedings  of  the 
slavery  comtr-ittee  ot  the  chamber  ol  deputies,  the 
Quotidienne  says: — "M.  Berryerhas  convinced  the 
majority,  that,  before  a  population  of  slaves  is  en- 
franchised, it  ought  to  be  civilized,  and  that  the 
only  means  of  civilizing  a  race  of  blacks,  is  to  en- 
trust them  to  the  care  and  instniclion  of  the  minis- 
ters ol  Gad.  The  mission  of  the  catholic  clergy  is 
naturally  pointed  out,  and  M.  Berryer  has  insisted 
on  the  advantage  of  a  religious  congregation  which 
would  devote  itself  to  this  laborious  task.  The  com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  M.  Isambert,  acknow- 
ledged all  the  dilficulties  presented  by  the  present 
condition  of  the  slaves  as  opposed  to  the  glorious 
reminiscences  of  the  old  French  missions,  and  even 
M.  Guizot,  zealous  protestant  as  he  is,  repelled  the 
idea  of  an  evangelical  mission  as  suggested  by  M. 
Isambert.  The  committee  did  not  stop  here;  it 
acknowledged,  with  the  concurrence  also  of  M 
Berryer.  that  before  liberty  was  granted  to  the 
blacks,  they  should  be  led  into  forming  families, 
and  that  in  order  to  give  to  the  ceremony  of  mar- 
riage all  the  solemnity  required,  it  ought  to  be  pro- 
posed that  the  registers  of  the  marriages,  births, 
and  deaths  of  the  blacks  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  calliolic  missionaries  only." 

Defeat  of  Ihe  Russiin':  by  the  Circaisians.  We 
extract  the  following  from  the  Semaphore  of  Mar- 
seilles, of  the  14th  inst:  "We  have  received  a  let- 
ter of  the  26th  nit.  from  Constantinople,  from  which 
we  take  the  following  passages:  The  Circassians 
have  just  gained  a  complete  victory.  The  Russian 
army  is  destroyed;  all  ths  works  raised  by  the  be- 
siegers of  the  shore  have  been  levelled  to  the  earlti. 
Thousands  of  Russians  who  have  escaped  from  the 


carnage,  have  taken  reliig.:  in  Erzertiiii.  This  has 
given  rise  to  a  report  that  they  had  taken  forcible 
possession  of  Ihe  town." 

Turkey  and  E^i/pl.  .\  report  is  current  that  a 
formidable  expedition  against  Egypt  is  in  contem- 
plation, and  that  the  sultan,  with  the  Saudi  ik  she- 
rilf,  will  place  himsflf  at  the  head  o!  it.  It  is  staled 
that  Khosrew  Pacha  will  represent  the  sultan  during 
his  absence,  and  that  Halil  Pdcha  will  accompany 
his  father-in-law. 

Basks,  currency,  &c.  A  letter  from  New 
York,  under  date  12th  inst.  says,  the  Bank  of  Ihe 
United  Slates  has  o/fered  to  arrange  with  the  go- 
vernment for  the  entire  six  millions  of  its  stock  in 
the  bank. 

This  day  she  has  in  her  vaults  in  specie  $8,000,000 
In  F.urope  .  .  -  .     7,000,000 

Stocks,  &c.   convertible  in  an  hour  to 

specie  ....   10,000,000 

2.5,000,000 
Her  circulation,  paper,  silver,  and  lia- 
bilities ....  15,01)11,000 

Surplus  ....   10,000,000 

The  Pemisijlvania  Hank  of  the  United  Slates  re- 
ceived last  week  one  million  of  dollars  from  the 
west,  which,  with  the  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
purchaser!  here,  and,  as  is  stated,  about  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  that  was  held  here  in  special 
deposite,  swells  the  actual  amount  of  specie  now 
in  its  vaults  to  about  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says,  the 
committee  of  the  board  of  trade  of  that  city,  which 
visited  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  Mr. 
Biddleand  his  associates  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  bank  in  that 
city  with  a  large  capital,  under  the  late  banking 
law,  has  returned. 

We  learn,  says  the  Commercial,  that  the  commit- 
tee were  received  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and 
kfndness  by  Mr.  Biddle  who  entered  at  once  into 
their  feelings  upon  the  subject.  He  appeared  quite 
favorable  to  the  project,  and  promised  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  directors  at  the  earliest  day. 
The  design  is  to  establish  a  bank,  one  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  niilliois  capital.  We  believe  the  new 
bank  law  does  not  go  into  operation  until  the  19th 
of  the  present  month;  and  from  the  complexion  of 
onr  advices,  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  new 
bank  went  into  operation  on  the  20th. 

Specie  in  Nem  York.     The  exact  amount  of  im- 
portations of  specie  last  week,  at  this  port,  were: 
Gold  ....     g  1,100,223 

Silver  ....  23,175 


SI,  129,393 
1,363,743 


Total  last  week 
Yesterday    - 


The  last  eight  days  -  -     S-2,-:93,l46 

The  Louisiana  state  bank  at  New  Orleans  resum- 
ed specie  payments  on  the  7th  instant. 

Bicknell's  (Philadelphia)  Reporter  says  "The 
banks  discount  good  business  paper  with  sulficient 
liberality,  while  unexceptionable  notes  find  ready 
sale  out  of  doors,  at  from  8  1-2  to  9  percent.  The 
tone  generally  is  wholesome,  and  confidence  is 
gradually  reviving.  Our  banks  have  not  yet  desig- 
nated a  day  for  the  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  but  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  they 
will  do  so  much  sooner  than  was  exjiected.  We  may 
add.  that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  bank  delegates 
of  this  city,  Mr.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank, 
offered  a  resolution  pledging  the  banks  to  resume 
in  full  as  the  action  of  the  government  «-ould  au- 
thorize such  a  course.  This  resolutioii  was  not 
acted  on,  but  will  be  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
June.  In  (he  mean  time,  we  may  remark  that 
none  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  (not  even  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates)  will  resume  or  pay  specie 
more  generally  than  at  present. 

Sdes  at   the  New    York  stock  exchange,  Mnii  16. 
50  shares  U.  S.  bank,  s  60  ds  117 

180      do      do      do  cash  117  1-2 

75      do     Amer.  Trust  CO.,  Balto.       106  1-2  a  107 
20      do     Canton  com|i.  Balto.  35  7-8  a    36 

Treasury  notes.  Sales  of  $5fi0f)  six  per  cent, 
notes  at  par. 

A  large  business  was  done  at  the  board  of  brokers 
this  morning  in  stocks,  at  an  improvement  in  prices 
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We  Biiblish  the  annexed  letter  i  ions,  under  wliich  yon  may  have  labored.  It  would  ,  ments  ;  one  appropriated  to  the  accon]U]odulion  of 
•  and  although  we  have  unwillingly  have  saved  me  Irom  the  ilnpleasant  alternative  of  tlie  great  mails,  and  tlie  other  to  the  way  mads  and 
Df  a  want  ot"coartesy,   in    making  a  ]  appearing  in  the  public  prints.     My  apology  to  the   a  post  office  agent.    The   latter  apartment  is  totted 


Mr.  Tyle 
with  pleasure 

been  guilty  t.  _   .        .,      t,   r 

public,  instead  of  a  private  call  upon  Mr.  lyler, 
yet  we  hope  no  harm  has  in  reality  been  done.  It 
has  alforded  him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  out— 
and  we  are  happy  to  find  that  he  does  so  in  a  frank 
and  manly  manner.  [Richmond  Whig. 

rTo  the  editors  of  the  Whig.] 

miliamsburs;.  May  lllh,  18.38. 
Gentlemen:  An  article  in  your  paper  of  the  8th 
inst.  under  the  editorial  head,  has,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, excited  my  astonishment  and  regret — and  but 
for  the  direct  reference  made  to  me  by  name  in  the 
latter  part  of  Ihe  article,  I  would  have  been  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  "prominent  whig" 
in  the  very  urgent  call  made  by  you  for  the  disclo- 
sure of  his  opinions.  The  expressions  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  that  article,  are  aslollows: — "A  prom- 
'ineid  whig  has  been  named  as  likely  to  succeed 
'Mr.  Rives,  and  'the  party'  at  Washington  have  in- 
'tlinated  their  satisfaction  with  his  nomination.  It 
'therefore  becomes  the  friends  of  this  gentleman  at 
'once  to  let  his  opinions  be  known  without  hesita- 
'tion.  The  mere  fact  that  his  election  can  not  only 
'now  be  '.olerated  by  the  corrupt  crew  at  Washing- 
'ton,  but  hailed  with  pleasure,  lenders  it  necessary 
'that  the  public  mind  should  forthwith  be  disabused 
'in  relation  to  the  opinions  imputed  to  him."  Now 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that  you  designed 
me  injury  by  the  above  paragraph,  but  most  cer- 
tainly nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  inflict 
it.  My  opinions  are  not  only  doublfui,  but  impu- 
tations are  made  which  render  it  necessary  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  instantly  disabused.  Nor  is 
this  all — llie  administration  party  at  Washington 
are  clapping  their  hands  in  an  ecs'acy  of  joy  at  my 
being  named  for  the  senate  as  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Rives.  Such  is  the  fair  inference  from  the  para- 
graph— and  yet  I  readily  acquit  you  of  all  improper 
motive  in  penning  it,  but  will  ascribe  it  to  the 
friendship  which  you  declare  to  be  its  sole  dicta- 
tor. 

You  also  place  me  in  a  position  of  a  candidate 
for  the  senate,  to  succeed  Mr.  Rives.  Now  this  is 
to  place  me,  during  the  entire  interval  of  time  be- 
tween this  and  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  no 
enviable  predicament.  In  the  first  place,  the  thing 
is  altogether  unusual,  and  would  be  on  my  part, 
wholly  unwarrantable.  The  legislature  will,  in  its 
own  wisdom,  select  a  suitable  person  to  represent 
the  sovereignty  of  the  state  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  matter  entrusted  by  the  consti- 
tution to  the  hands  of  the  legislature,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  that  it  will  acquit  itself  of  its  duty  in  that  be- 
half as  will  best  become  it. 

As  to  my  opinion  on  the  sub  treasury  bill,  I  might, 
under  the  above  views,  well  content   myself  with 
saying  emphatically,  "ask  my  constituents" — men 
who  have  not  blenched  when  the  storm    was  at  Ihe 
highest,  and  have  been  firm   in    maintaining  their 
faUh  through  tlie   agitations  of  the  last  five  years. 
I  have,  however  no  disposition  to  conceal  my  opin- 
ions, nn  any  political  question,  from  the  public,  and 
.    therefore  answer,  that  I  am  no  advocate  of  the  sub- 
treasury  scheme,  and  that  I  regard  it  as  but  a  con- 
tinuation of  that  series  of  disastrous  measures  which 
.    have  plunged  the  country  into  the   present  state  of 
.   difficulty  and  embarrassment — that  I  regard  it  as  a 
part  of  that  system  of  humbuggery  which  has  been 
played  olf,  but  too  successfully,  for  the   last  five 
vears.     I  say,  moreover,  that  upon  all  proper  occa- 
sions, my  opinions  have  been  frankly   expressed — 
that,  if  I  have  not  published  them  from  the  house 
•     tops,  I  have  been  influenced  by   no  selfish  motive. 
Those  around  me,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
exchanging    political   views,   have  all  along    had 
knowledge  of  them.     The  few  correspondents  that 
'    I  have  in  Washington  on  public  alfairs,   have  long 
.     since  known  them.     Those  correspondents  are  ex- 
clusively attached  to  the  party  to  which  I  belong. 

An  after  paragraph  in  your  paper   speaks  of  ad- 
vances made  to  "a  prominent  whig."     If  you  de- 
sign me  by  that  remark,  I  utterly  disclaim  it.     No 
such  advance  had  been  made,  and  no  lures  thrown 
out — and  if  the  administration  party   at  Washing- 
ton rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  my  re-election  to  tlie 
;      senate,  your  paper  brings  me  the  fir.st  intelligence 
of  the  fact.     I  stand  where  I  did  three  years  ago, 
and  there  I  shall  always  stand.     If  that  party  de- 
sires my  election,  it  must  arise  from  the  appiehen- 
sion  that  they  cannot   elect  a  man  of  their  party, 
;.     and  preference  for  me,   il  felt,  of  which  I  am  not 
.     aware,  arises  solely  out  of  a  mere  personal  prefer- 
ence.    Of  that,  I  have  no  cause  to  coinjilain — but 
.,     of  this,  all  of  all  parties   may   be   assured,  that  I 
shall  upon  all  subjects  think  as  a  freeman,  and  shall 
always  dare  to  act  as  such. 

I  regret,  gentlemen,  that  you,  cw  either  of  you 
had  not  seen  cause  to  adiliess  ine  in  a  private  letter, 
requesting  me  to  remove  any  doubt  as  to  my  opia. 


public  will  be  found  in  the  character  of  your  call. 
Very  respestfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JoH.v  Tyler. 

Important  discovery.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant geograpliical  discoveries  of  the  age  (says 
the  Journal  of  Commerce)  is  made  known  to  us 
through  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  April 
19th.  Il  is  no  less  than  a  solution  of  the  long  pend- 
ing problem  whelher  or  not  there  is  a  communi- 
cation by  water  fiom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
was  intended  Ocean,  around  the  northern  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  It  is  now  ascertained  that  there  is 
such  a  communication.  The  narrative  of  its  dis- 
covery is  published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

The  following  abbreviation  of  the  contents  of 
this  interesting  narrative  is  copied  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  of  Monday: 

'•The  scientific  expedition  undertaken  at  the 
expense  of  the  Ilulson's  Bay  Company,  to  survey 
the  extreme  norlhein  coast  of  America,  has,  in 
part,  fulfilled  its  object.  Messrs.  Dease  and  Simp- 
son, viilh  ten  attendants,  reached  Fort  Good  Hope, 
the  northernmost  settlement  of  Ihe  company,  on  the 
4th  of  July  lasl,  and  descended  the  Mackenzie 
river  in  boals.  They  reached  the  ocean  on  the  9th 
of  July,  and,  proceeding  westerly,  followed  the 
line  of  coast  lo  Point  Barrow.  They  thus  com- 
pleted the  survey  of  the  coast  between  the  extreme 
points  laid  down  by  captain  Beechey  and  captain 
Franklin. 

"  They  passed  a  few  days  with  the  Esquimaux 
at  the  point,  and,  setting  out  on  their  return,  reach- 
ed Fort  Norman  on  the  4lh  of  September,  having 
been  sixty-four  days  absent.  From  Fort  Norman, 
they  were,  at  the  time  the  despatches  were  sent, 
preparing  to  proceed  to  a  settlement  which  had 
been  got  ready  for  them  at  the  east  end  of  Great 
Bear  Lake.  Here  they  were  to  winter,  and  in  July 
next  to  resume  their  labors.  Proceeding  to  the 
eastward,  they  hope  to  connect  the  discoveries  o( 
Franklin  and  Back,  and  then  complete  the  survey 
of  the  whole  coast  of  North  America."' — A'ui.  Intel. 

Dr.  Theller.  Senator  Norvell  has  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Detroit  Morning  Post, 
stating  that  he  had  suggested  to  the  secretaiy  of 
state  tfie  propriety  of  interposing  with  the  British 
government  to  save  Dr.  Theller's  life.  The  appli- 
cation, however,  it  seems  by  the  following  cories- 
ponder.ce,  had  been  anticipated,  and  Mr.  Norvell 
trusts  "that  the  life  of  Ihe  unhappy  and  apparently 
ill-fated  individual  may  be  saved."  [_Globe. 

Department  of  Slate, 

Washington,  ^pril  25,  1838. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  yesterday,  with  its 
enclosure,  relaling  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Theller,  re- 
cently sentenced  to  death  at  Toronto,  Upper  Cana- 
da, for  tiigh  treason,  has  been  received,  and  I  iiave 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  reply,  the  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  a  committee  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  in  answer  to  their  request  lor  the  in- 
tervention of  this  department  in  behalf  of  the  same 
person. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Hon.  John  Norvell, 

Of  Ike  senate  of  the  United  Staler. 


up  with  boxes,  labelled  wilh  the  names  of  all  the 
small  offices  on  or  near  the  railroad  lines.  It  has 
also  a  lelter-box  in  front,  inio  »  hich  letters  may  be 
put  up  lo  the  moment  of  starting  the  cais,  and  any 
where  on  the  load. 

The  agent  of  the  post  office  department  attends 
the  raaii  from  the  post  offices  at  the  ends  of  the 
route,  and  sees  it  safely  deposited  in  his  car.  As 
soon  as  the  cars  start,  he  opens  the  letfer-box  and 
takes  out  all  Ihe  letters,  maiking  them  so  as  to  desig- 
nate the  place  where  they  are  put  in.  He  then 
opens  the  way  mail  bag,  and  distributes  its  contents 
into  the  several  boxes.  As  Ihe  cars  approach  a  post 
office,  the  agent  takes  out  the  conlenls  of  the  proper 
box  and  puts  lliem  into  a  pouch.  The  enf;inccr 
slackens  the  speed  of  the  train,  and  the  agent  hands 
the  pouch  to  the  postmaster,  or  earlier,  who  stands 
beside  the  trick  lo  take  it,  receiving  from  liiin,  at  the 
same  time,  another  pouch,  v\'ith  the  nialtcr  to  be 
sent  from  that  office.  This  the  agent  imuiediately 
opens,  and  distributes  its  contents  into  the  proper 
boxes.  Having  supplied  thus  all  the  w;iy  offices,  the 
agent,  W'hen  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  route,  sees  Ihe 
mail  salely  delivered  into  the  post  office. 

The  mail  leaves  Washington  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 
All  lelter-wrilers  should,  if  possible,  put  Iheir  let- 
ters into  the  post  office  the  preceding  evening.  The 
letter  box  at  the  cms  wiif  not  be  open  unlil  after  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  not  a  post  office;  and 
letters  will  not  be  received  at  it  while  the  post  office 
is  open.  lis  object  is  to  allow  all  persons,  until  Ihe 
last  moment  before  depailure,  to  send  letters  by 
mail,  even  altiiougli  Ihe  mail  has  been  closed  at  the 
post  office,  and  even  placed  in  the  car. 

The  letter  box  will  be  open  afler  the  mail  closes 
in  the  post  office  at  Baltimore,  and  all  the  interme- 
diate points.  Philadelphia  cannot  at  present  enjoy 
its  ad\antages  lully,  because  the  cars  do  not  run 
info  the  cify. 

In  this  arrangement,  the  post  office  department 
has  sought  to  give  the  greatest  security  to  the  mails, 
and  to  allord  \\ie  community  the  best  possible  ac- 
comuiodation,  Well  executed,  the  plan  must  be 
almost  the  perfection  of  mail  arrangements.  It  is 
intended,  when  it  can  be  convenienliy  done,  to  ex- 
tend a  similar  arrangement  through  to  New  York. 
[  Globe. 

Death  of  Mr.  Thornton.  Extract  from  a 
letter  received  at  the  deparlinent  of  state,  fiom  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lima: 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Jan.  29,  18.38. 

Sir:  The  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me,  of  com- 
municating lo  you  the  death  of  James  B.  Thornton, 
United  Slates  charge  d'iiUaire?  to  Peru.  He  arrived 
at  Callao,  liom  Valparaiso,  in  Ihe  Uniled  S  ales  ship 
Falmoulh,  capt.  McKe^-ver,  on  the  22d  iiist.uil,  and 
ixpired  on  the  25th.  His  remains  were  intered  on 
Ihe  2tH\i  inst.  in  the  British  cemetery  at  Bella  Vista, 
with  all  Ihe  honors  due  to  his  rank,  being  accompa- 
nied to  the  grave  by  a  detachment  of  the  United 
Stales,  British,  and  French  marines  and  sailors;  by 
the  officers  of  all  the  foreign  vessels  of  war  in  Cal- 
lao; by  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  by  olli-  ( 
cers  of  all  the  foreign  vessels  of  war  in  Ca.lao;  by 
Ihe  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  by  officers 
lelegated  for  that  purposes  by  the  supreme  govern-  | 


Dcparlmcnl  of  Slate, 

Washington,  .ilpril  23,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  re- 
questing the  interposition  of  this  department,  in  be- 
half of  Dr.  Theller,  now  under  sentence  of  death 
at  Toronto,  in  Upper  Canada,  for  alleged  treason 
against  the  British  government,  has  just  been  re- 
ved.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  in  repfy, 
that  a  special  agent  was  recently  despatched  to  Ca- 
nada, and  is,  probably,  now  there,  who  was  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  all  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  American  citizens,  who  had  been  impri- 
soned by  the  local  authorities,  on  the  charge  of 
being  Implicated  in  the  recent  disturbances  in  the 
British  provinces;  and,  it  is  presumed  that,  if  the 
case  of  Dr.  Theller  is  one  in  which  the  intervention 
of  his  good  offices  is  justifiable,  they  will,  without 
doubt,  be  exerted  in  his  favor. 
I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
To  Messrs.  John  Oakford,  and  others,  committee, 
&,c.  Philadelphia. 

New  mail  arrangement.  Mail  cars,  construct- 
ed under  the  directions  of  the  post  office  department, 
are  now  running  on  Ihe  railroads  between  Washing- 
Ion  and    Philadelphia.     They  contain  two  apart- 


ment to  w liicli  he  was  accredited,  and  by  a  numer- 
ous concourse  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  foreigners 
resident  in  the  capital  and  Callao.  Minute  gungj 
were  fired  from  the  Falmouth  during  the  processions 
and  all  the  vessels  in  Callao  had  their  flags  at  haff- 
inast  duiing  the  day  of  the  funeral.         * 

Whig  national  convention.  It  having  been 
proposed  by  various  lueelings  of  the  opponents  of 
the  present  adminisfrafion,  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  there  should  be  a  general  meet- 
ing of  delegates  from  all  the  stales,  for  the  purpose 
of  agreeing  on  and  recoinmendiiig  suitable  persons 
as  canditiates  lor  the  offices  of  president  and  vicej 
president  at  the  next  election;  and  a  desire  having 
been  expressed  by  several  of  said  meetings  tlint  lllfl 
time  and  place  for  holding  such  meeting  should  be! 
fixed  by  the  opposition  members  of  congress,  those! 
nieiiibris  have  authorized  us  to  announce  that,  in 
compliance  with  what  thus  appears  to  be  the  general! 
wish  they  have  met  and  consulted  on  the  subject' 
and,  alter  due  consideration  and  reflection,  they  an; 
of  opinion  that  the  borough  of  Hariisburg,  in  lliii 
stale  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a  suitable  place,  and  thi 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  1S39,  a  proper  lime 
for  holding  a  general  meeting  for  the  purposes  abov 
mentioned,  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  alf  tb 
states,  in  proportion  to  tlieir  representation  in  Ihj 
two  houses  of  congress.      [Nalwnal  Inielligenor,  ] 
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NEW  YORK  B.WK  LAW. 

An  act  to  uulliorhe  the  btisiite>,s  of  biinliim:,  passed 
.Ipril  IS,  I8:!s." 

The  people  of  tlie  sliite  of  Nfw  York,  represent- 
ed ill  senali'  iinii  asseiiiljly,  do  en.ict  as  follow.'^: 

St'C.  1.  The  comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  ami 
requii-fd  to  cause  to  be  engraved  anc;  printed  in  the 
best  111, inner,  to  guard  against  counterfeiting,  such 
quantity  of  ciiculaling  nole*,  in  th-  siinilitmle  of 
bank  noles  in  blank,  of  the  iliifMeiit  denoininations 
authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  incorporated  banks  of 
this  slate,  as  lie  may  from  time  to  time  deem  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  of  such  form  as  he  may  prescribe.  Such  bank 
circulating  notes  shall  be  conniiusigni'd,  niimbeied, 
and  registered  in  proper  books  to  be  provnled  and 
kepi  for  that  purpose  in  the  olfice  ol  the  said  comp- 
troller, under  his  direction,  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  said  comptroller  shall  appoint  lor  that 
purpose,  so  that  each  denomiiialion  of  snrh  ciicnla- 
ting  noles  shall  all  be  of  the  same  similiuide  and 
bear  the  uniform  signature  of  sucii  register,  or  one 
of  such  registers. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  any  person  or  association  of 
persons,  tbrined  lor  the  purpose  of  banking, 'under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  legally  transler  to  the 
comptroller  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  now 
created  or  hereafter  to  be  created  by  the  United 
States  or  by  this  state,  or  such  oilier  slates  of  the 
Unileil  States  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  comptrol- 
ler, such  person  or  association  of  persons  sliall  be 
entiti'd  to  receive  from  the  comptroller  an  equal 
amount  of  such  circnialing  notes,  of  dilferent  de- 
nominations, registered  and  coiinlersigiied  as  afore- 
said; but  such  public  debt  shall  in  all  cases  be,  or 
be  made  to  be,  equal  to  a  stock  of  this  state  produ- 
cing live  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  comptroller  to  take  any  slock  at  any 
rate  above  its  par  value. 

Sec.  3  Such  person  or  association  of  persons 
are  hereby  authorized,  after  having  executed  and 
signed  such  circulating  notes  in  the  manner  required 
by  us,  to  make  them  obligatory  promissory  not^-s 
payable  on  demand,  at  llie  place  of  business  williin 
this  slate  of  such  person  or  associalion,  to  loan  ami 
circulate  the  same  as  money,  according  to  thj  ordi- 
nary course  of  banking  business  as  regulated  in  the 
laws  and  usages  of  this  state. 

Sec.  4.  In  case  the  maker  or  makers  of  any  such 
circulating  noles,  countersigned  and  registered  as 
aforesaid,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  on  lawful  de- 
mand during  the  usual  hours  of  business  betwten 
the  hours  of  ten  and  three  o'clock,  at  the  place 
where  such  note  is  p.iyable,  fail  or  refuse  to  redeem 
such  note  in  the  lawful  inon.-y  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  liolder  of  such  note  making  such  demand  may 
cause  the  same  to  be  protested  for  non-payment  by 
by  a  notary  public,  under  his  seal  of  office  in  the 
usual  manner;  and  the  co.nptroller  on  receiving  and 
filing  in  his  office  such  protest,  shall  Ibrtluvi til  give 
lioiice  in  writing  to  the  maker  or  makers  of  such 
note  to  pay  tlie  same;  and  if  he  or  they  shall  omit  to 
do  so  lor  ten  days  alter  such  notice,  the  comptroller 
shall  immediately  thereupon,  (unless  he  shall  be  sat- 
isfi;d  that  there  is  a  good  and  legal  delence  against 
the  payment  of  such  note  or  notes,  1  give  notice  in 
the  s'ale  papers  that  all  the  circiiliiting  notes  issued 
by  such  person  or  as-iocialion  will  be  redeemed  out 
of  the  Iriist  funds  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose;  and 
itshali  he  lawlul  for  the  comptroller  to  apply  the 
said  trust  funds  beginning  to  the  maker  or  makers  ol 
such  protested  noles  to  the  payment  and  redemption 
of  such  notes,  with  costs  of  protest,  and  to  ailopt 
such  measures  for  the  payment  of  all  such  circiila- 
tin.;  noles  put  in  circiilatio:i  by  the  maker  or  makers 
of  sucn  protested  noles,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  it  will  in  his  opinion  most  elfectually 
prevent  loss  to  the  holders  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  Tne  comptroller  may  sjive  to  any  person 
or  association  of  persons  sq  transterring  stuck  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  powers  of 
attorney  to  receive  interest  or  dividends  thereon,  I 
which  such  persons  or  association  may  receive  and  ' 
apply  to  their  own  use;  but  such  powers  may  be  ■■ 
invoked  upon  such  person  or  associalion  failing  to 
redeem  the  circulating  notes  so  issued,  or  whenever,  • 
in  the  opinion  ol  the  comptroller,  the  principal  of| 
such  stock  shall  become  an  insufficient  seciiri- 1 
ty;  and  the  said  comptroller,  upon  the  application  I 
of  the  owner  or  owners  nf  such  translerred  stock  in 
trust,  may,  in  his  discretion,  chanie  or  transfer  the  ' 
same  for  other  stocks  of  the  kind  before  specified  in  \ 
this  act,  or  may  re-transfer  the  said  slocks,  or  any  l 
part  thereof,  or  the  mortgages,  or  any  of  them  here- 1 
inaller  mentioned  and  provided  for,  upon  receiving  I 
and  cancelling  an  equal  amount  of  such  circulaliiii 
noles  delivered  by  him  to  such  person  or  association,  1 
in  such  manner  tliat  the  circulating  noles  sliall  al- 
ways be  secured  in  full,  eithei  by  stocks  or  by  stocks  i 
and  mortgages,  as  iu  tliis  act  provided.  I 


Sec.  G.  The  bills  or  nolesso  to  becnuiilersis;necl, 
and  the  payment  of  which  shall  be  so  secured  by 
the  Iraiisfer  of  public  stocks,  shall  be  stamped  on 
their  face,  '-Secured  by  the  pledge  of  publie 
stocks." 

Sec.  7.  Instead  of  transferring  public  -tocks  as 
aforesaid  to  secure  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills 
or  notes,  it  shall  be  lawlul  for  such  pei-son  or  asso- 
ciation of  persons,  inc«se  they  shall  so  elect  before 
receiving  any  of  the  said  bills  or  notes,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  so  to  be 
issued,  bv  transferring  to  the  complroller  bonds  and 
inortgns;es  upon  real  estate,  hearing  at  least  six  per 
cent,  interest  o(  this  state,  payable  annually  or  semi- 
annually; in  which  case  all  such  hills  or  notes  issued 
by  Ihe  said  person  or  association  of  persons,  shall  be 
stamped  on  their  face,  "Secured  by  pledge  of  public 
slocks  anil  real  estate." 

Sec.  8.  Such  mortgages  shall  be  only  upon  im- 
proved, productive,  uirmcuinbered  lands  within  this 
slate,  worth,  independently  of  any  buildings  thereon, 
at  least  double  the  amount  for  which  they  shall  be  so 
mortgaged;  and  the  complroller  shall  pri  scribe  such 
regulations  for  iuscerlaining  the  title  and  the  value  id' 
such  lands  as  he  may  deem  necess.iry;  and  such 
mortgages  shall  be  payable  within  such  time  as  the 
comptroller  may  direct. 

Sec.  9.  The  comptroller  may,  in  his  discretion, 
resign  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages,  or  any  ol  theni, 
to  the  person  or  associalion  who  translerred  the 
same,  on  receiving  other  approved  bonds  and  mort- 
gages of  equal  anionnl:  and  when  any  sum  of  the 
piincip.il  of  the  bonds  and  nioitgages  lran.sfeired  to 
the  complroller  shall  be  paid  to  him,  he  shall  notify 
the  person  or  association  that  transferrL-d  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  of  such  payment,  and  may  pay  the 
same  to  such  person  or  association  on  receiving 
other  approved  bonds  and  mortgages  of  equal 
amount. 

Sec.  10.  The  person  or  associalion  of  persons 
assigning  such  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  comp- 
troller, may  receive  Ihe  annual  interest  to  accrue 
thereon,  unless  default  sliall  be  made  in  paying  the 
bills  or  notes  to  be  countersigned  as  aforesaid,  or 
unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  comptroller  the  bonds 
and  inortgag''s  or  stocks  so  pledged  shall  become  an 
insufficient  security  lor  the  payment  of  such  bills  or 
notes. 

Sec.  11.  In  case  such  person  or  association  of 
persons  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  pav  such  bills  or  notes 
on  demand  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  the  comptroller,  alter  the  ten  day's 
notice  herein  mentioned,  may  proceed  to  sell  at  pub- 
lic auction  the  public  slocks  so  pledged  or  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  so  assigned,  or  any  or  eitlier  of  them, 
and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  pay  and 
cancel  the  said  bills  or  notes,  default  in  paying  which 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid;  but  notiiiiig  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  considered  as  implying 
any  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  stale  for  the  p,i\  inent 
of  said  bills  or  notes  beyond  the  proper  application 
of  the  securities  pledged  to  the  comjilroller  lor  their 
redempt'on. 

Sec.  12.  The  public  debt  ami  bonds  and  mort- 
gages to  be  deposited  with  the  comptroller  by  such 
person  or  association,  shall  be  held  by  him  exclu- 
sively for  Ihe  redemption  of  the  bills  or  notes  of  such 
person  or  association  put  in  circulation  as  money, 
until  tlie  same  are  paid. 

Sec.  13.  The  plates,  dies  and  materials  to  be 
procured  by  the  comptroller,  for  the  prin'iiig  and 
inakiriij  of  the  circulating  notes  provided  for  hereby, 
will  all  remain  in  his  custody  and  under  his  direc- 
tion; and  the  expenses  necessarily  incurreil  in  ex- 
ecuting Ihe  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  audited 
and  settled  by  the  complroller,  and  jiaid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Ireasiiiy  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  lor  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  Ihe  same,  the 
said  comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  charge  against  and  receive  fioin  such  person  or 
association  applying  for  such  circnlatinic  notes,  such 
rate  per  cent,  theieon  ns  in.iy  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  and  as  may  be  just  and  reasonable. 

Sec.  14.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  comptrol- 
ler, or  other  olficer,  to  countersign  bills  or  notes  for 
any  person  or  association  of  persons,  to  an  amount 
in  the  agregale  exceeding  the  public  debt,  or  public 
debt  and  bonds  and  mortgages  at  their  value,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  depositeil 
with  the  complroller  by  such  person  or  aiisociatioii; 
ami  any  comptroller  or  other  olficer  who  shall  vio- 
late the  provisions  of  this  section  shall,  upon  con- 
viction, be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  mis<leiiieanor,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  a  hue  not  less  than  five  tliou- 
sanil  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five 
years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

S-c.  1.5  Any  number  of  persons  may  associate  to 
establish  offices  of  discount,  deposile  ami  circula- 
tion, iijioii  Ihe  terms  and  conditions,  and  subject  to 
the  liabilities  prescribed  in  ibis  act;  but  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  capital  s  lock  of  any  such  asso- 


cialion shall  not  be  less  than  one   hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  Ifi.  Such  persons,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  shall  make  a  certificate  which  shall  specily: 

1.  The  name  assumed  to  distinguish  such  asso- 
cialion, and  to  be  used  in  it.s  dealings: 

2.  The  place  where  the  operations  of  discountand 
deposile  of  such  association  are  to  be  carried  on, 
designating  the  pailiciilai  city,  town,  or  village: 

3.  The  ainoiinl  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  asso- 
ciation, and  the  nnniber  of  shares  into  which  the 
same  shall  be  divided: 

•1.  The  names  and  places  of  residence  of  Ihe 
shareholders,  and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each 
ol  lliem  respectively: 

5.  The  period  at  which  such  associalion  shall  com- 
mence and  teiinliiate;  which  certificate  ahull  be  prov- 
ed or  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  county  where  any  olfice  of  such  as- 
socialion shall  be  eslablislied,  and  a  copy  thereof 
filed  in  the  olfice  of  the  secretary  of  stale. 

Sec.  17.  The  certificate  required  by  the  last  pre- 
cedingseclion  to  be  recorded  and  filed  in  Ihe  offices 
ol  Ihe  clerk  of  the  county  and  secretary  of  stale  as 
'  aforesaid,  or  copies  thereof,  duly  certified  by  either 
lot  those  officers,  may  be  used  as  evidence  in  all 
'  courts  and  places  for  and  against  any  such  association. 
I  Sec.  IS.  Such  association  shall  have  power  to 
carry  on  Ihe  business  of  banking',  by  disconiiling 
bills,  noles  and  oilier  evidences  ol  debt;  by  receiving 
deposites;  by  buying  and  selling  gold  ami  silver  bul- 
lion; foreign  coins  and  bills  of  exchange  in  the  man- 
ner specified  in  their  articles  of  a.ssociaIion  for  the 
purposes  authorized  by  this  act;  by  loaning  money 
on  real  anu  personal  securily;  ami  by  exeicising  such 
incidental  powers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  cany  on 
such  business;  to  choose  one  of  Hair  number  as  presi- 
dent of  such  association,  and  to  appoint  a  cashier, 
and  such  other  officers  and  agents  as  their  bnsine-^s 
may  reqeire,  and  to  remove  such  president,  cashier, 
officers, and  agents  at  pleasure,  and  appoint  others  in 
their  place. 

Sec.  19.  The  shares  of  said  association  shall  be 
deemed  personal  propeity,  and  shall  be  transferable 
on  the  books  of  the  associalion  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  agreed  on  in  the  articles  of  association;  and 
every  [lerson  becoming  a  sharehoKler  by  such  trans- 
fer, shall,  in  propnrlion  to  his  shares,  succeed  to  all 
the  rights  and  liabilities  of  prior  shareholders;  and 
no  change  shall  be  made  in  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion by  which  the  rights,  remedies  of  security  of  its 
existing  creditors  shall  be  weakened  or  impaired. 
Such  association  shall  not  be  di.-isolved  by  the  death 
or  insanity  of  any  of  the  slockbolders  Iherein. 

Sec.  2U.  It  shall  be  lawlul  for  any  association  of 
persons  organized  under  this  act  by  their  articles  of 
association,  to  provide  lor  an  increase  of  their  cap- 
ital and  of  the  number  of  the  associates,  from  time 
to  lime,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  21.  Contracts  made  by  any  such  association, 
I  and  all  notes  and  bills  by  them  issued  and  put  in 
circulation  as  money,  shall  be  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  and  the  cashier  thereof;  and 
I  all  suits,  actions  and  proceedings  brought  or  prose- 
I  cuted  by  or  on  behalf  of  such  association,  nniy  be 
brought  or  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  iresident 
thereof;  and  no  such  suit,  action  or  proceeding  shall 
I  abate  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation  or  reino\  al 
from  ortice  of  such  president,  but  may  be  continued 
I  and  prosecuted  according  to  such  rules  as  the  courts 
of  law  or  equity  may  direct,  in  the  name  of  his  suc- 
cessor in  office,  who  shall  exeicise  Ihe  powers,  cn- 
i  joy  tlie  rights,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  pre- 
I  dece^sor. 

I  Sec.  22.  All  persons  having  demands  against  any 
such  associalion,  inav  maintain  actions  against  the 
president  thereof;  which  suits  or  actions  shall  not 
!  abale  bv  leasonof  the  death,  resignation  or  removal 
i  from  office  of  such  presidi-nt,  but  may  be  continued 
and  prosecuted  to  judgment  against  his  successor; 
I  and  all  jndginents  and  decrees  obtained  or  rendered 
j  against  such  presiilent  for  any  debt  or  liability  of 
such  association,  shall  be  enforced  only  against  the 
I  joint  properly  of  the  association,  and  wfiich  properly 
\  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  sold  by  execution  un- 
der any  such  judgment  or  decree. 
j  Sec.  23.  No  shareholder  of  any  such  associalion 
shall  be  liable  in  his  individual  capacity  for  any  con- 
I  tract,  debt  or  engagement  of  such  associalion,  un- 
I  less  the  arlicles  of  such  association  by  him  signed 
shall  have  declared  that  the  shareholder  shall  be  so 
liable. 

Sec.  24.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  such  associalion  to 
purchase,  hold  and  convey  real  estate  for  the  follow- 
ing ])urpuses: 

1.  Such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  its  immeiliale  ac- 
commodation in  the  convenient  transaction  of  its 
business;  or, 

2.  Such  as  shall  be  mortgaired  to  it  in  good  faith, 
by  way  of  security  lor  loans  made  by,  or  moneys  due, 
to  such  association;  or 
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3.  Such  as  shall  be  conveyed  to  it  i"   ^'^'Iff"" 
of  debts  pr,'vious!y   contracted  in  the  cour»e  of  its 

'''fs!.'^ir4  it  shall  purchase  at  sales  under  judg- 
meals.decrees'or  mortgages  held  by  such  associa- 

*' The  said  association  shall  not  purchase,  hold  or 
convev  real  estate  in  any  other  case,  or  lor  any  othe. 
pun'os^e;  and  all  conveyances  of  such  real  estate 
?ha  1  be'.nade  to  the  president,  or  such  other  oRcer 


'.no'neyed  corporation  may^b; proceeded  against  and  |  bjfj]''"  -^f  r\Vb™l!me,thth  t  3e'J  f  hall 
dissolved.  .        ^^^        ..     ,„.,„,  „r  way  house,  where  he  could  spend  some  pleasant  hours. 

Sec.  23.     If  any  portion  of  the  original  capital  ol    j^  J^^    j^  ^^^^^  ,han  to  win  such  victones. 

any  such  association  shall  be  withdrawn  lor  any  pur-       j^^^.=    -^^^f^^^^^  ^s  has  turned  out  to  be  the  fact,  that 
DOse  whatever,  whilst  any  debts  of  the  association    ^  °       ^ther  alternative  at  present  but  the  biU 

remaiTuisati  fied,    no  dividends  or  profits  on    thel    „j  subslitute,  I  next  showed  the  embarrassmen    to 
share<rof    he  capital   stock   of  the  association   .shal     „,,„ch  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  me  would  be  inyolve^d 

eeafterbemlu    runtil  the  deficit  of  capital  shall    from  havin|.  four  years  a^o,  on  .he  question  of  he  re 


iiereaiter  ue  lu.uic,  uiii..   ......  -■■   -- .  - 1         <•  ,i,„ 

nave  been  made  good,  either  by  subscription  ol  the 
shareholders,  or  out  of  the  subsequently  accruing  pro- 


. 'made  to  the  president,  or  such  other  o  hcer   ^"-■■^'jr^;^' ^^^^  ;;';;:i   H^^^^        .Appear  thS,  any 

"as  shall  be  indicated  for  that  purpose  in  the  articles     '^^ «f^.'^  ,  ^^  ^^""bee"  made,  it  shairie  the  duty  of 
of  association;  and  which  president  or  °7'=''^-J^"f  I'^^X^^^  de- 

.  ^     ...,      _i u^ij......   nr  Qnir  nprsnn  claim-    aisiriouiins;  lis 


anu  convey  lue  aaiuc,  i.tt   .. —  —j  ---  . 

against  any  of  the  shareholders,  or  any  person  claim 
inf  under  them.  .  ... 

%ec  2.5.  Upon  the  application  of  creditors  or 
shareholders  of  any  such  association,  whose  debts  or 
shares  shall  amount  to  one  thousand  dollar,,  ana 
stating  facts,  verified  by  affidavit,  the  chancellor  may, 
n  his"  discretion,  order  a  strict  examination  to  be 
made  by  one  of  the  masters  ol  his  court,  of  all  the 
Xirs  of  such  association,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  safety  of  its  investments  and  the  produce 
of  its  management;  and  the  result  of  every  such  ex- 
amination, together  with  the  opinion  ol  the  master 
am  of  th  chancellor  thereon,  shall  be  published  in 
such  manner  as  the  chancellor  shall  direct,  who 
shall  make  such  order  in  respect  to  the  expenses 
of  such  examination  and  publication  as  he  may  deem 

^™  m'  '  26  Such  association  shall,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days of  January  and  July  in  every  year  after  having 
commenced  the  business  of  banking  as  prescribed 
bv  this  act,  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  comptroller. 
.y   .      „       '  .     t ;.i.,l  1,.,  V,;ir.    !.  f,il    statement  ( 


crees  lor  ciuam^    .n.-   .... -■   —  .  ,. 

distributing  its  propeity  and  efk-cts  among  its  credi- 
tors and  shareholders.  ,    „  ,      ,.  lu  .„  r,,,. 
Sec    -'9    Such  association  shall  be   liable   to  pa> 
the  holder  of  every  bill  or  note  put  in  circulation  as 


troni  tiaving.  tour  years  uku,  ui.  .iio  h"y ,f  ^oTo 

moval  of  tKe  deposi-es, lenounced  a  league  of  state 
banks,  similar  10  that  proposed  to  be  .revived  by  the 
substitute.  After  enlarging  on  this  point,  I  jeniarked 
that,  if  I  mi<'ht  be  permitied  to  state  my  opinion,  the 
gentlemen  ifad  taken  a  course  unfortunate  fof  them- 
selves and  the  country-unfortunate  for  them,  for  let 
what  would  come  they  would  be  responsib le  If  he 
bill  was  lost,  theirs  would  be  the  responsibility;  if  the 
substitute  was  carried,  on  them. he  responsibility  vvould 
fall;  and,  if  nothing  was  done,  they  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible;  and,  unfortunate  for  the  country  because  it 


S::?^^;^??saLM;=3S=a5'£ESar;i;t,;r 


non-payment   tl 

r  the   rate  of  fourteen 

"  lime  of  such  refusal 


in  the  form  to  be  provided  by  him,  a  full  statement  of 
theatiairs  of  the  association,  verified  by  the  oaths 
of  the  president  or  cashier,   which   statement  shall 

*^°i  The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  secured  to  be 

^^2  The  value  of  the  real  estate  of  the  association; 
specifying  what  portion  is  occupied  by  the  associa- 
tion as  necessary  to  the  transaction  ol  its  business: 

3  The  shares  of  stock  held  by  such  association, 
whether  absolutely  or  as  collateral  security;  specily- 
in"  each  kind  and  description  of  stock,  and  the  num- 
be'r  and  value  of  the  shares  of  each: 

4  The  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  association; 
snecifyin"  such  as  are  due  from  moneyed  or  other 
corporatimis  or  associations;  and  also  specilyiiig  the 
amount  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage  of  judgment; 
and  the  amount  which  ought  to  be  included  in  the 
computation  of  losses: 

5  The  amount  ol  debts  due  by  such  association 
snecifvine  such  as  are  payable  on  demand,  and  such 
as  are  due  to  moneyed  or  other  corporations  or  as- 

°°6'.'^T°he  amount  of  claims  against  the  association 
not  acknowledged  by  it  as  debts: 

7.  The  amount  of  notes,  bills,  or  other  evidences 

•  of  debt  issued  by  such  association: 

8  The  amount  of  the  losses  of  the  association; 
:■  specifying  whether  charged  on  its  capital  or  prohls, 
!      since  its  last  preceding   statement    and  ol  its  divi- 

•  dends  declared  and  made  during  the  same  period: 

9  The  average  amount  in  each  month  during  the 
.  preceding  six  months  of  the  debts  due  to  and  from 
■      the  association;  the  average  amount  of  specie  pos- 

,     .  .1  .4,.....irt.    cr,,^h     innnlll       anil     tUi 


..d  and  refused,  damages  for 
in  lieu  of  interest,  at  and  aftc 

per  cent,  per  annum,  from  tl..  -  --  ~  ^- 

until  the  payment  of  such  evidence  ol  debt,  and  the 
lamages  thereon.  ,       ,.        r 

Sec  30  The  president  and  cashier  of  every  as- 
sociation formed  puisuant  to  the  provisions  ol  this 
act  shall  at  all  times  keep  a  true  and  correct  list  ol 
the  names  of  the  sharHliolders  of  such  association, 
and  shall  file  a  copy  of  such  list  in  the  ofhce  ol  the 
clerk  of  the  county  where  any  ofhce  of  such  asso- 
elation  may  be  located,  and  also  in  the  office  of  the 
comptroUeV,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and 
Julv  \i\  evTV  year. 

Sec  31  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  associa- 
tion formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  make 


tion  lormeu  uiiuei  iii<^  ,uu...=..^...,  - :•       i        ,u„„ 

any  of  its  bills  or  notes  ol  a  denomination  less  than 


oni  thousand  dollars,  to  be  put  in  circulation  a 
money  payable  at  any  other  place  than  at  the  oftice 
where  the  business  of  the  association  is  earned  on 
and  conducted.  , 

Sec.  32.     The  legislature  may  at  any   time   alter 
or  repeal  this  act 


Se 
carry  on 


lad  preventeo  tne  aecisiun  <>i  iiiciuw- -- 

session,  which  could  not  have  failed  to  nut  an  early  ter- 
mination to  the  present  commercial  arid  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment. This  the  senator,  in  his  reply,  met  bv 
statins  that  I  had  called  on  him  and  his  friends  to  lol- 
low  nfv  lead;  and  thus  regarding  >■•  he  made  it  thepre- 
text^of^sorae  ill-nutured  personal  remarks,  which  1  shall 
notice  hereafter.  1  never  dreamed  of  inaking  such  a 
call;  and  what  I  said  cannot  be  tortured,  by  the  force 
of  construction,  to  bear  a  meamng  having  the  least 
semblance  to  it.  .  .      ■,       , 

After  inaldng  these  preliminary  remarks,  1  took  up 
the  substitute,  and  showed  that  it  proposed  to  make  a 
bargain  with  the  banks.  I  then  stated  the  P"  •culars 
the  conditions  of  the  proposed  hargam;  that  its 
object  was  to  enable  the  banks  to  pay  their  debts,  and 
for  that  purpose  it  proposed  t"  confer  important  privi- 
leges;  to  give  them  the  use  of  the  P^hhc  funds  1  om  the 
time  of  ieposite  to  disbursement,  and  to  have  their 
nwes  received  as  cash  in  the  dues  of  ihe  government 
I^henaslid,  if  we  had  a  nght  to  make  such  a  bargain? 
Tie  senator  leaving  out  aS  of  these  parnculars,  repre- 
sented me  as  sayini  that  the  government  had  "o  ngh 
to  make  a  bargain  with  the  banks;  and  then  under 
akes  to  involve  me  in  an  inconsistency,  in  supporting 
the  bin?  because  it  proposes  to  bargain  with  the  banks 
for  the  use  of  their  vault's,  as  a  place  of  safe-keeping  tor 


i  act.  ^,      •     jt      fur  the  use  of  their  vaults,  as  a  places,.  _....... -r--=- 

No  association  of  persons  authorized  to     "^  n  ^^.^  ^^^^^^_^  ^^  .^  ^,^^  ^  p^,^,y^        ]  gy 

the   business   of  banking    under   this   act,    |,et„';een  the  two  cases.    Nothing  is  more  easy    ban  to 


:arrv  on    tne    uusiij.-^o    ^'  ^- a         ,      ,         u 

shall  at  any  time,  for  the  space  ol  twenty  days,  hav 
on  hand  at  their  place  ol  business,  less  than  Iwe  ve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  specie  on  the  amount  of  the 
bills  or  notes  in  circulation  as  money. 
State  of  New  York,  >  This  bill  having  been  ap- 
secretan/s  office.  I  proved  ands'Snc'lliy  the  go- 
vernor of  this  slate  on  the  ISlh  day  oi  April  1838, 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  became  a  law  on 

that  day.  ^  ,  .  ,  , 

John  A.  Dix,  secrrfory  o/s/a/e. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN,  OF  S.  C, 

/„  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  on  rte  s,A-(rea.™r.v  bULDdhered 
the  senate  of  Ihe  Uniied  Slates,  March  10,  1838. 
I  rise  to  fulfil  a  promise  ]  made  some  nme  since  to  ,  --^^j  :,y 
notice  at  my  leisure  the  reply  ol  the  senator  from  Ken-    [-nia'iiy 
tucky  farthest  from  me  (Mr.  Clay  to  my  remarks,  when 
I  first  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject  now  under 

■^  On  comparing  with  care  the  reply  with  the  remarks, 
I  am  at  a  k.ss  to  determine  whether  it  is  the  most  re- 
markable for  its  omissions  or  misstatements,  instead 
of  leaving  not  a  hair  in  the  head  of  my  arguments,  as 
the  senat°or  threatened,  (to  use  his  not  very  dignihed  ex- 
pression,) he  has  not  even  attempted  to  answer  a  large, 
and  not  the  least  weighiy  portion:  and  of  that  wluch  he 


refutr the"  most  demonstrative  argument  in  this  way. 
Drop  an  esTential  part  of  the  premises,  and  the  most 
irresisuble  conclusion,  of  course,  tails.  „„,,,:„„  ,(, 

In  the  same  summary  and  easy  ^o'^^'i' JCP  >'"§  «» 
my  argument,  the  senator  perverted  "{.  l''™"' '=  ca^h 
.rovernment  had  a  right  to  receive  ban\  no.es  as  casn, 
fnto  the  assertion  th'at  it  had  "«  right  to.rcce.ve  any 
thing  but  cash;  and  then  accuses  me  with  inconsisten- 
cy, because  I  voted,  at  the  extra  session,  for  the  bJl  au- 
thorising the  receipt  of  treasury  notes  in  the  dues  of  the 
government;  as  if  any  one  ever  doubted  hat  it  cotid, 
receive  its  own  paper,  or  secunues,  in  payment  of  its 
debts!  Such  are  the  misstatements  of'the  senator  la- 
ken  n  theirregular  order,  asthev  stand  m  his  reply,  and 
they  present  a' fair  specimen  o/what  he  chooses  to  con 

■  ■     an  answer  to  my  argument.   There  is  not  one  less 
rly  stated,  or  unfairly  met,  than  the  instances  1 
have  cited 


le  averat'e  amount  of  specie  pos- i  hag  ihere'i's "not  one  fairly  stated  or  fairly  answered.  1 
me  durmg  each  month,  and  the  Upeak  UteraUy,  and  without  exaggeration;  nor  w-ould  it 
,   ^-."      P„.,„,i    1...  „,.„i,   ocs^r-ln-  L„  HlfFl..Mlt  tn  estab  sh  to  the  letter  what  I  assert,  il 


.  ,  ,  speak  uterauy.anu  wuiiuuic.»»sB^' -""■•;  ■■-  ■—,,•.., 
^::;:;t';&  bills  ;nd  notes  r^sued  by  such  a.oci.  be^^to  es.^^ 
tion  and  put  in  circulation  as  money,  and  outstan  ii.g  ^""^'^  'e';o"Cile  n  toj,  >  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^ 
against  the  association,  on  the  first  day  of  each  o'  -;j'=;jf3'''J,"Xch  they  could  fake  but  little  interest,  how- 
the  preceding  SIX  months:  _  ,,•„„  ever  important  they  may  be  regarded  bv  the  senator 
10  The  average  amount  m  each  month  during  ^fgelf.  To  avoid  so  idle  a  consumption  ot  the 
the  preceding  six'monlhs  due  to  the  association,  Irom  ^^^  i  propose  to  present  a  few  instances  of  his  mis- 
all  the  shareholders  in  the  association,  also  Ihe  great-  statements,  from  which  the  rest  may  be  inferred;  and 


The  senator  presented  two  difficulties  in  reply  to 
what  I  saif  against  receiving  hank  notes  by  the  gover^ 
ment  which  demand  a  passing  notice  before  i  dismiss 
Sis%'anof.heUbject.''HeoW,edfirs^^ 
contrary  to  the  provision  of  the  bill  itself,  w  tiicU  autno- 
rizeLS  receipts  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks 
fnr  a  mited  rime.  To  answer  this  objection,  it  wiU  be 
nJces™y,o  advert  to  the  object  of  'he  provisjon.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  1816,  the  notes, 
of  sSeae  pavina  bants  are  made  receivable  m  the  dues 
of  tKe  government;  and   of  .-.ourse,  on  the.  rtsuniptu™ 


all  tne  snarenoiuc.=  n.  ....-  ----. .— .  —- -  ■    -  o 

est  amount  due  to  the  association  in  each  of  he  said 
preceiiing  six  months,  from  all  the  shareholders  in 
such  association:  .,  ,    r  .,         ., 

1 1  The  amount  which  the  capital  of  the  said  as- 
sociation has  been  increased  during  the  preceding 
six  months,  if  there  shall  have  been  any  increase  of 
the  said  capital;  and  the  names  of  any  persons  who 
mav  have  become  parties  to  the  said  articles  of  as- 
sociation, or  may  have  v\itlidrawn  tlierelrom  since 
their  last  report. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  cause 
the  statement  requiied  to  be  made  by  this  section  to 
be  published  in  a  newspaper  printed  m  the  county 
where  the  place  of  business  of  such  association  is 
situated,  and  in  the  stale  paper;  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  paid  by  such  association 

Sec  27.  If  such  association  shall  neglect  to  make 
out  and  transmit  the  statement  required  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  for  one  month  beyond  the  period 
when  the  same  is  required  to  be  made,  or  shall  vio- 
late any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  associa- 
tion may  be  proceeded  against  and  dissolved  by  the 
court    of  chancery,   in    the   same    manner  as   any 


statpments,'from  w'hich  the  res*  may  be  inferred;  and 
that!  may  not  be  suspected  of  haying  selected  theiii,  1 
shall  take  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  in  his 

'^^'^he  senate  will  recollect,  that  when  tlie  senator  froni 
Virginia  farthest  from  me  (Mr.  Rives)  introduced  his 
substitute,  he  accompanied  it  with  the  remark,  that  it 
was  his  lirsl  cliuir,.,  .,,.1  0,.  -.  .,,-,,1  rhoice  of  those  who 
aroalliedwidihnn..>    I,  hi  noncing  this  re- 

mark, Istatcd,  iliaui    I  I iimi  appearances, 

which  could  scarcdydrLLU ,.("  -'.nator  might  have 

said,  not  only  the  second  but,  under  existing  ctrcumstan- 
ces  it  was  their  first  choice,  and  that,  despairing  of  a  bank 
for'the  present,  they  would  support  hissubstiiute.  Assum- 
ing this  inference  to  he  correct,  I  staled  that  the  quesuon 
was  narrowed  down,  in  fact,  to  the  bill  and  subsntute, 
of  which  one  or  the  other  must  be  selected.  1  he  sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  in  his  reply,  omitted  all  these  qual- 
ifications, and  represented  me  as  making  the  absolute 
assertion  that,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  there  w-as  no 
other  alternauve  but  the  bill  or  the  subsbiute,  and  then 
"ravelv  pointed  out  two  others;  to  do  nothing,  or  adopt 
S  national  bank,  as  if  I  could  possibly  be  io;norant  ot 
what  was  so  obvious.  After  he  had  thus  replied,  not  to 
what  I  really  said,  but  his  own  misstatement  of  it,  as  if 
to   make   compensation,  he   proceeded  in    the  same 


of  sp:cirS;—,hrnl^™tes  would  again  he  recei^ 
ed?y  aie^goMrnm^nt  as  heretofore,  wuTiout  hnriianog^ 
as  to^ime,  unless  some  provision  he  adopted  to  preve— 
it.    In  a  word,  the  aovernrnent,  though  ,fcparated^ 
fact  at  present  from  tlie  banks,  is  not  legally  separatei 
4ndthe  object  of  the  provision  is  to  effect  the  separ 
Tion  as  weli  in  law  as  \'.  is  in  fact,    This  it  proposes 
do  bv  a  gradual  repeal  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1811 
n  or-der  Fo  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  mjunous  b 
lectstothe  commumtyor  the  banks.    The  sena  or, 
making  his  objection,  overlooks  the  broad  disiincui 
Eewefn  the  doing  and  undoing  of  an  unconstitutmn 
net      There  are  some  unconstitutional  acts  that  are  at 
ficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  be  undone;  such,  fur  "nstane 
as  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  un'0'V'lwr»» 
it  to  be  unconstitutional,  vvhich  I  do  not.    There  SK 
others  which  cannot  be  undone  suddenly,  without  wiqfr 
spread  distress  and  ruin;  such  as  the  protccnve  tar^ 
which,  accordingly,  the  compromise  act  allovyed  up 
wards  oi  eight  years  for  the  gradual  repeal,    buch^ 
is  the  case  under  consideration,  which,  under  the  p» 
visions  of  the  bill,  would  be  effected  m  fcve"  yeare 
In  all  such  cases  I  hold  it  to  be  not  only  clearly  consO- 


tutional  for  congress  to  make  a  graduai  repeal,  hu  '0 
duty  to  do  so;  otherwise  it  wool  J  be  often  ^y>P"''°;?l 
get  clear  of  an  unconstitutionnl  act  short  ot  le  olulion 
llis  next  objection  was.  that  the  reasons  which  wou 
make  the  receipt  of  bonk  notes  u"consutut.onal,  woul 
also  make  the  China  trade  so,  which  he  represenwd  a 
absorbing  a  large  portion  ot  'he  ^Pccieof jhe  counfll 
There  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  two  easel 
The  ven- object  of  specie  is  to  carry  on  irade,  ana 
:  would  be  idli  to  attempt  to  regulate  the  disinbuuon  .1. 
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fluctuauju  uhich  resuk  trom  its  operation.  Experi- 
ence proves  that  all  altenipis  of  the  kind  must  ciOier 
prove  aljortive  or  iniscliievoiis.  In  fact,  it  may  be  laij 
down  as  a  'aw,  that  the  more  universal  the  demand  for 
specie,  and  the  less  that  demand  is  interrupted,  the 
more  steady  and  uniform  its  value,  and  the  more  per- 
fectly, of  course,  it  fulfils  the  great  purpose  of  circula- 
tion, tor  which  it  was  intended.  There  arc,  however, 
not  a  few  who,  taking  a  dilferent  view,  have  thouglit  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  "overnment  to  prohibit  the  e.vpor- 
tation  of  specie  to  China,  on  the  very  ground  which 
the  senator  assinnes,  and  I  am  not  certain  but  that  ho 
himself  has  been  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

But  the  senator  did  not  restrict  himself  to  a  reply  to 
my  arguments.  He  introduced  personal  remark?,  which 
neither  selt-respect,  nor  a  regard  to  tho  cause  I  suppori, 
will  permit  me  to  pass  without  notice,  as  adverse  as  I 
am  to  all  personal  controversies.  Not  only  my  educa- 
tion and  disposition,  but,  above  all,  my  conception  of 
the  duties  belonging  to  the  station  I  occupy,  indisposes 
me  to  such  controversies.  We  are  sent  here,  not  to 
wrangle,  or  indulge  in  personal  abuse,  but  to  deliber- 
ate and  decide  on  the  common  interests  of  the  stales  of 
this  union,  as  far  as  they  have  been  subjected  by  the 
constitution  to  our  jurisdiction.  Thus  thinking  and 
feeling,  and  having  pericct  confidence  in  the  cause  I 
support,  I  addressed  myself,  when  I  was  last  up,  direct- 
ly and  exclusively  to  the  uncierstanding,  carefully  avoid- 
ing every  remark  which  bad  the  least  personal  or  parly 
bearing.  In  proof  of  this,  I  appeal  to  you,  senators,  my 
witnesses  ana  judges  on  this  occasion.  But  it  seems 
that  no  caution  on  my  part  could  prevent  what  I  was 
so  an.\ious  to  avoid.  The  senator,  having  no  pretext 
to  give  a  personal  direction  to  the  discussion,  made  a 
"'     '  I  say  hav- 

foundation 


premeditated  and  gratuitous  attack  on  me. 
ing  no  pretext,  for  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 


for  the  assertion  that  I  called  on  him  and  his  party  to 
follow  my  lead,  at  which  he  seemed  to  take  offence,  as 

I  have  already  shown.    I  made  no  such  call,  or  any   —  ■^-.- ,  -.— ;:;-"m"  r-      i      u  i     r  n      .  i 

thinn-  that  could  be  construed  into  it.    It  would  have   served  my  opniioii;  and  il  all  tins  should  be  fully  at  d 
beeiT  impertinent,  in  the  relation  between  myself  and  |  clearly  esiablished  by  the  record,  from  speeches  deli- 


f  )r  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  that  it  was  not  the 
first  nine  that  I  had  ofil-rcd  my  sentiments  on  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration.  There  is  scarcely  a 
single  point  in  the  present  issue  on  which  I  did  not  e.\- 
plicitly  express  my  opinion,  four  years  ago,  in  my  place 
here,  when  the  removal  of  the  deposiles  and  the  ques- 
tions  connected  with  it  wrr.  h  I.  t  ili  .'ii.-mii  —=ii  ex- 
plicitly as  to  r.^pi-l  ellertii;ilK  ■'!.'     'i   ;    '     'I    iii\  '111 

on  my  part,  and  to  make  II  iMi,  i .    i   i  ih-m  |i!ii-:ir 

anyodiercour.se  than  I  h.iv,  ,  i  m  i.i'  iii\  .'miii;  uiy-.li 
in  gross  inconsistency.  I  inteiul  nut  to  leave  so  impor- 
tant a  point  to  rest  on  my  bare  assertion.  What  I  as- 
sert stands  on  record,  which  I  now  hold  in  my  posses- 
sion, and  intend,  at  the  proper  time,  to  innodu(-e  and 
read.  But,  before  I  d.)  thai,  it  will  be  proper  I  should 
state  the  (luestions  now  ai  issue,  and  my  cour.^e  in  re- 
lation to  tiieni,  so  thai,  having  a  clear  and  distinct  per- 
ception of  them,  you  may,  senators,  readily  and  satis- 
factorily compare  and  determine  whether  my  course  on 
the  present  occasion  coincides  with  the  opinions  I  then 
expressed. 

riiere  arc  three  questions,  as  is  agreed  by  all,  involv- 
ed in  the  present  i.=sue.  Shall  we  separate  the  govern- 
ment from  tlie  banks,  or  shall  we  revive  the  league  of 
state  banks,  or  create  a  national  bank?  My  opinion 
and  course  in  reference  to  each  are  \sell  known.  I 
prefer  the  separation  to  cither  of  the  others:  and,  as  be- 
tween the  other  mi'.  I   1.     ii'l   a   national  bank  as  a 

more  efficieni  aiiil  a  1       '  n^  lineal  iigiiU  than  a 

leagueof  state  l.a.iL-  I'  -  i  '  well  known  thai  1 
have  expressed  in>~i  il  "n  ila  j  m -c  iit  occasinn  lioslili' 
to  the  banking  system,  as  it  c.vists,  and  against  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  making  a  bank,  unless  on  the  as- 
sumption that  we  have  die  right  to  receive  and  treat 
bank  notes  as  cash  in  our  li-ral  opiratioiis,  which  I, 
for  the  first  nine,  have  deiiieil  "ii  ilir  im -rut  occasion. 
Now,  I  entertained  and  expn --"I  all  ilirt^^e  opinions, 
on  a  ditli>rent  occasion,  four  \i  ars  ag",  rxcept  the  right 
of  receiving  bank  notes,  in  regard  to  which  I  then  re- 


his  party,  at  any  stage  of  this  quesfion;  and  absurd  at 
that  late  period,"  when  every  senator  had  made  up  his 
mind.  As  there  was,  then,  neither  provocaiion  nor 
pretext,  what  could  be  the  motive  of  the  senator  in 
making  the  attack?  It  could  not  be  to  indulge  in  the 
pleasure  of  personal  abuse,  the  lowest  and  basest  of  all 
our  passions,  and  which  is  so  far  beneath  the  dignity 
of  the  senator's  character  and  station.  Nor  could  it  be 
with  the  view  to  intimidation.  The  senator  knows  me 
too  long  and  too  well  to  make  such  an  at:einpt.  I  am 
sent  here  bv  constituents  as  respectable  as  those  he  re- 
presen's,  in  order  to  wa'ch  >ivcr  their  peculiar  interests, 
and  take  care  of  the  general  concern;  and  if  I  were 
capable  of  being  deterred  by  any  one,  or  any  conse- 
quence, in  discharging  my  duty,  from  denouncing  what 
I  resrarded  as  dangerous  or  corrupt,  or  giving  a  decided 
and  zeal  )us  support  to  what  I  thouglil  right  and  expe- 
dient, I  would,  in  shame  and  confusiiJn,  return  my 
commission  to  the  patriotic  and  gallant  state  I  repre- 
sent, to  be  placed  in  more  resijlute  and  trustworthy 
hands. 

It,  then,  neither  the  one  nor  the  oiherof  these  be  the 
motive,  what,  I  ngain  repeat,  can  it  be?  In  castini;  niv 
eyes  over  the  whole  surface,  I  can  see  but  one,  «Tiich 
is,  that  the  senator,  despairing  of  the  sufficiency  of  his 
reply  to  overthrow  mv  arguments,  had  resorted  to  per- 
sonalities, in  the  hope,  with  their  aid,  to  effect  what  he 
could  not  accomplish  by  main  strength.  He  well 
knows  that  the  force  of  an  argument  on  moral  or  poli- 
tical subjects  depends  greatly  on  the  character  of  him 
who  advanced  it,  and  tliat  to  cast  suspicion  on  his  sin- 
cerity or  moiive,  or  to  shake  confidence  in  his  undcr- 
standintr.  is  of^ten  the  most  effectual  mode  to  destroy  its 
force.  Thus  viewed,  his  personalities  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded as  constituting  a  part  of  his  reply  to  my  argu- 
ment; and  we,  accorBinglv,  find  the  senator  throwing 
them  in  front,  like  a  skilful  general,  in  order  to  weaken 
mv  arguments  before  he  brought  on  his  main  attack. 
In  repelline,  then,  his  personal  attacks,  I  also  defend 
the  cause  'which  I  advocate.  It  is  against  that  his 
blows  are  aimed,  and  he  strikes  at  it  through  me,  be- 
cause he  believes  his  blows  will  be  the  more  effectual. 
Havnng  given  this  direction  to  his  reply,  he  has  im- 
posed on  me  a  double  duty  to  repel  his  attacks:  duty  to 
ravstif  and  the  cause  I  support.  I  shall  not  decline  its 
performance;  and  when  it  is  discharged,  I  trust  I  shall 
have  placed  my  character  as  far  beyond  the  darts  which 
he  has  hurled  at  it.  as  my  arguments  have  proved  to  be 
above  his  abiliries  to  reply  to  them.  In  doing  this,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  speak  of  myself.  No  one  can  be 
more  sensible,  than  I  am,  how  odious  it  is  to  speak  of 
one's  self.  I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  nivselt  within 
the  limiis  of  the  strictest  propriety;  but  if  any  thing 
should  escape  me  that  may  wound  the  most  delicate 
ear,  the  odium  ouoht  in  justice  to  fall  not  on  me,  but 
the  senator  who,  by  his  unprovoked  and  wanton  attack, 
has  imposed  oa  liie  the  painful  necessity  of  speaking  of 
myself".  ,  •  ,     „ 

The  leading  charge  of  the  senator— that  on  which  all 
others  depend,  and  which,  being  overthrown,  they  fall 
to  the  ground— is  that  I  have  gone  over,  have  left  his 
side,  and  joined  the  other.  By  this  vague  and  indefi- 
nite expR'Ssion,  I  presume  he  meant  tolmply  that  I  had 
either  changed  my  opinion,  or  abandoned  my  princi- 
ple, or  deserted  mv  party.  If  he  did  not  mean  one,  or 
all;  if  I  have  changed  neither  opiriions,  principles,  nor 
party,  then  the  charge  meant  nothing  deserving  notice. 
Butif  he  intended  to  imply,  what  I  have  presumed  he 
did,  I  take  issue  on  the  "fact— I  meet  and  repel  the 
charge.    It  happened  fortunately  for  me,  fortunately 


.ercd  and  publishcdat  the  time,  the  charge  of  the  se 
tor  must,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  however  prejudiced,  sink 
to  the  ground.  I  am  now  prepared  to  introduce,  and 
have  tile  record  read.  I  delivered  two  speeches  in  the 
session  of  ]S33-'34,  one  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  other  on  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  late  bank.  I  ask  the  secretary  to  turn  to 
the  volume  lying  before  him,  and  read  the  three  para- 
graphs marked  in  my  speech  on  the  deposites.  1  will 
thank  him  to  raise  his  voice,  and  read  slowly,  so  that 
be  may  be  distinctly  heard,  and  I  must  ask  vou,  senti- 
tors,  to  give  your  atteii'ixe  hearing,  for  on  the  coinci- 
dence between  my  opinions  then  and  my  course  now 
my  vindication  against  this  unprovoked  and  ground- 
less charge  rests. 

"If  (said  Mr.  C.)  this  was  a  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank;  if  it  involved  the  existence  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem, it  would  indeed  be  a  great  question — one  of  the 
first  magnitude;  and,  with  my  present  impression,  long 
entertained,  and  daily  increasinir,  I  would  hesitate,  long 
hesitate,  befjre  1  would  be  found  under  the  banner  of 
the  system.  I  have  great  doubts  (if  doubts  they  may 
be  called)  as  to  the  soundness  and  tendency  of  the 
whole  system,  in  all  its  modifications.  I  have  great  fears 
that  it  will  be  i'o  ind  hostile  to  liberty  and  the  advance 
of  civilization;  fatally  hostile  to  liberty  in  our  country, 
where  the  system  exists  in  its  worst  and  must  danger- 
ous form.  Of  all  iiistilutions  affecting  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  wealth;  a  question  least  ex- 
plored, and  the  most  impo^Ja.nt  of  any  in  the  whole 
range  of  political  economy;  the  banking  instilut  on  has, 
if  not  the  greatest,  among  the  greatest,  and,  I  fear, 
most  pernicious,  influence  on  the  mode  of  distriburion. 
Were  the  question  really  before  us,  I  would  not  shun 
the  responsibility,  great  as  it  might  be,  of  freely  and 
fully  offering  my  sentiments  on  these  deeply  important 
points;  but,  as  it  is,  I  must  content  myself  with  the  few- 
remarks  which  I  have  thrown  cut. 

"  What,  then,  is  the  real  question  which  now  agitates 
the  country?  I  answer,  it  is  a  struggle  bet  Keen  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  departments  of  the  government; 
a  struggle,  not  in  relation  to  the  existence  of  (he  bank, 
but  winch,  congress  or  the  president,  should  have  the 
power  to  create  a  bank,  and  the  consequent  control 
over  the  currency  of  the  country.  This  is  the  real 
question.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves.  This  league, 
this  association  of  banks,  created  by  the  executive, 
bound  together  by  its  influence,  united  in  comincn  ar- 
ticles of  association,  vivified  and  sustained  \iy  receiv- 
ing the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  and  having  their 
notes  converted,  by  being  received  every  where  by  the 
treasury,  into  the  common  currency  of  the  country,  is, 
;o  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  bank  of  United  States, 
the  executive  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  that  of  congress. 

"Howev&i-  it  might  fail  to  perform  sahsfactorily  the 
useful  functions  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as 
incorporated  by  law,  it  would  outstrip  it,  far  outstrip 
il.  in  all  its  dangerous  qualities,  in  extending  the  power, 
the  influence,  and  the  corruption  of  the  government. 
It  was  impossible  to  conceive  any  institution  more  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  advance  these  objects.  Not  only 
the  selected  banks,  but  the  whole  banking  insntutions 
of  the  country,  and  with  them  the  entire  money  power, 
for  the  purpose  ofspeculation,  peculation  and  corruption, 
would  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  executive.  A 
system  of  menaces  and  promises  will  be  established;  of 
menaces  to  the  banks  in  possession  of  thedeposite.s,  but 
which  might  not  be  ennrely  sub.-'ervicnt  to  e.xecutive 
views;  and  of  promises  of  future  favors  to  those  who 


may  not  as  yet  enjoy  its  favors.  Between  the  two,  the 
banlu  woulil  be  left  without  influence,  honor,  or  hon- 
esty, and  a  system  of  speculation  and  stock-jobbing 
would  commence,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  our 
country. 

"S'l  long  as  the  question  is  one  between  a  bank  of 
"(' the  I'liiti  ,1  S'ates,  incorporated  by  congress,  and 
lii  II  M  .'I  ill  ,'l"  I', inks  which  has  been  created  by  the 
>\  I!  "I  ill.-  ,'\,  ,-niivi-,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  undei-.-taiid- 
in  '  1"  ili-i-.'ui.^'  .Ml  the  pernicious  leiidencv  and  un- 
coiisimitionaliiy  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  To 
bring  uj)  thai  qtu-siion  fairly  and  legitimately,  you  must 
go  one  step  farther— vou  must  ilioarre  the  government 
and  the  bankiiii.'  sysiiin.  You  must  refuse  all  con- 
nccii.in  with  banks.  You  must  neither  receive  nor 
pay  away  bank  notes;  vou  must  go  back  to  the  old  sys- 
leiii  of  the  sirun;,'  box,  iiiul  of  gold  and  silver.  If  you 
have  a  right  lo  "  "  i\e  bank  notes  at  all— to  treat  them 
asmoniv  bv  iv.rnni-  ili.  in  in  yuur  dues,  or  paying 
ihemawav  I'Mi.  ili'Ts,  v'lii  have  a  right  to  create  a 
bank.  Wliaie\er  ilu-  go\erniiient  receives  and  treats 
us  money,  is  moiiev;  and,  if  it  be  money,  then  they 
have  the 'right,  uiid'i  r  the  constitution,  to  regulate  it. 
Nay,  they  are  bcund  bv  "  bii;h  obligation  u,  adopt  iho 
nioit  efficient  means,  a'ccidiiii'  fi  the  naliire  of  that 
which  thev  have  re,-"L;ni-ed  a-^  iii'.n.-y,  to  give  to  it  the 
iiimu.st  .stability  and  uiiiloniiiiy  of  value.  And  il  it  be 
in  the  sliapi-ui  bank  notes,  the  most  efficient  means  of 
"iviii  ■  ih'ise  qualities  is  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
ill. -orporaicd  In- congress.  Unless  you  give  the  high- 
est prai-iieal  uiiiliirmiiy  to  the  value  of  bank  notes— so 
long  as  you  luceive  iheiii  in  voiir  dues  and  treat  them 
a.s  inonev,  vou  viulaie  that  [.rovisioii  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  provides  that  taxati<iii  shall  be  unifonn 
throughout  the  Unitid  Slates.  There  is  no  other  alter- 
native. I  reiicat,  yon  must  divorce  the  government  en- 
tirely from  the  banking  system,  or,  if  not,  you  are 
bound  to  incorpoiate  a  baiilt  as  the  only  safe  and  effi- 
cient means  of  giving  ftabiliiy  and  iiiiiforinity  to  the 
currency.  And  should  the  d.  pusiies  not  be  restored, 
and  the  present  illegal  and  uiu-unsiuuli.'iial  connection 
between  the  cxecuuve  and  the  league  ol  banks  con- 
inue,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duly,  if  no  one  else  moves,  to 
introduce  a  metisurc  to  prohibit  government  from  re- 
ceiving or  touching  bank  notes  in  any  shape  whatever, 
as  the  only  means  letl  of  giving  safety  and  stability  to 
the  currency,  and  saving  the  country  fruiti  corrupnon 
and  ruin." 

Such  were  my  sentiments,  dehvered  four  yctirs  since, 
on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
now  standing  on  record;  and  I  now  call  your  atiennon 
senators,  while  thev  are  fresh  in  your  minds,  and  be- 
fore other  extracts  are  read,  to  the  opinions  I  then  en- 
tertained and  expressed,  in  order  tliat  you  may  coin- 
pare  them  with  those  that  I  have  expressed,  and  the 
course  I  have  nursued  on  the  present  occasion.  In 
the  first  place,  I  then  expres.sed  myself  explicitly  and 
decidedly  anainst  the  banking  system,  and  iniimated, 
in  langua'-e'too  strong  to  be  mistaken,  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  tlien  bank  or  no  bank,  as  it  now  is,  as  far  as 
government  is  concerned,  I  would  not  be  found  on  the 
side  of  the  bank.  Now,  I  ask.  I  apjieal  to  the  candor 
of  all,  even  the  most  prejudiced,  is  there  any  thing  in 
all  this  contradictory  to  my  present  opinons  or  course? 
On  the  contrary,  liavinE  entertained  and  expressed 
these  opinions,  could  I,  at  this  ume,  when  the  issiic  I 
then  supposed  is  actually  presented,  have  gone  against 
the  separation  without  gross  inconsistency?  Again,  I 
then  declared  myself  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  a  combi- 
nation or  league  of  state  banks,  as  being  the  most  effi- 
cient and  corrupting  fiscal  agent  the  government  could 
select,  and  more  objectioifable  than  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  I  again  appeal,  is  there  a  scnnment  or 
a  word  in  all  this  conlradictoiy  to  what  I  have  said  or 
done  on  the  present  occasion?  So  fiir  otherwise,  is 
there  not  a  perfect  harmony  and  coincidence  through- 
out, which,  considering  the  distance  of  time  and  the 
difference  of  the  occasion,  is  truly  remarkable,  and 
this  extending  to  all  the  great  and  governing  quesiiotia 
now  at  issue? 

But  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  not  the  only 
jueslion  discussed  at  that  remarkable  and  important 
session.  The  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
then  about  to  expire.  The  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts nearest  to  me,  (Mr.  Webster,)  then  at  the  head 
of  the  committee  on  finance,  suggested,  in  his  place, 
that  he  intended  to  introduce  a  bill  to  renew  the  char- 
ter. I  clearly  perceived  that  the  muvemeni,  if  made, 
would  fail;  and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  iloiiig  any 
thing  to  arrest  the  danger  approaching,  unless  the  sub- 
ject was  taken  up  on  the  broad  question  of  the  cur- 
renev;  and  that  if  any  connection  of  the  government 
with" the  banks  could  be  justified  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
that  relation.  I  am  not  among  those  who  believe  that 
the  currency  was  in  a  sound  condition  when  the  de- 
posites were  removed  in  183-1.  I  then  believed,  and 
experience  has  proved  I  was  correct,  thai  it  wns  deeply 
and  dangerously  diseased;  and  that  the  most  efficient 
measures  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  catastrophe 
which  has  since  fallen  on  the  circulation  of  the  counlr)-. 
There  was  then  not  more  than  one  dollar  in  specie,  on 
an  average,  in  the  banks,  including  the  United  States 
Bank  and  all,  for  six  of  bank  n^jtes  in  circulation;  and 
not  mure  than  one  in  eleven  compared  to  liabiliucs  of 
die  banks,  and  this  while  the  United  States  Bank  was 
in  full  and  active  operation,  which  proves  conclusively 
that  its  charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  if  renewed  at 
all,  without  great  modifications.  I  saw  also  that  tho 
expansion  ol  the  cu-culation,  great  as  it  then  wa.s  muBt 
sliU  farther  increase;  that  the  disease  lay  decl)  in  the 
system;  that  the  terms  on  which  the  charter  otW  BanK 
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of  England  was  renewed  would  give  a  western  dn-ec- 
tion  10  specie,  which,  instead  of  correcting  the  disor- 
der, by  substituting  specie  fur  banii  notes  iii  our  cn- 
culation,  would  become  the  basis  of  new  banking  ope 
rations  that  would  greatly  increase  the  swelling  tide. 
Such  were  my  conceptions  then,  and  I  honestly  and 
earnestly  endeavored  to  carry  them  into  effect,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  approaching  catastrophe. 

The  political  and  personal  relations  between  myself 
and  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster) 
were  then  not  the  kindest.  We  stood  in  opposition  at 
the  preceding  session  on  the  great  question  growing  out 
of  the  conflict  between  the  state  I  represented  and  the 
general  gjvernment,  which  could  not  pass  away  with- 
out leaving  unfriendly  feelings  on  both  sides;  but  where 
duty  is  involved,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  permittingmy 
personal  relations  to  interfere.  In  my  solicitude  to 
avoid  coming  dangers,  I  sought  an  interview,  through 
a  common  friend,  in  order  to  compare  opinions  as  to  the 
propercour.se  to  be  pursued.  We  met,  and  conversed 
freely  and  fully,  bat  parted  without  agreeing.  I  ex- 
pressed to  him  my  deep  regret  at  our  disagreement, 
and  informed  him  that,  although  I  could  not  agree 
with  him,  I  would  throw  no  embarrassment  in  his  way, 
but  should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  when  he  made  his 
motion  to  introduce  a  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  to  express  iny  opinion  at  lar^e  on  the  state  of  the 
currency  and  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  which  I 
accordingly  did.  On  that  memorable  occasion  I  stood 
almost  alone.     One  party  supported  the  league  of  state 


would,  if  it  were  possible,  work  a  greater  revolution — 
a  greater  change  in  the  relative  condition  of  the  various 
classes  of  the  community,  than  would  the  conquest  of 
the  country  by  a  savage  enemy.  What,  then,  must 
be  done?  I  answer,  a  new  and  safe  system  must 
gradually  grow  up  under,  and  replace,  the  old;  imita- 
ting, in  this  respect,  the  beautiful  process  we  some- 
times see,  of  a  wounded  or  diseased  part  in  a  living 
organic  body,  gradually  superseded  by  the  healing 
process  of  nature." 

After  having  so  expressed  myself,  which  clearly  shows 
that  my  oliject  was  to  use  the  bank  for  a  time  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  break  the  connexion  with  the  system, 
without  a  shock  to  the  country  or  currency,  I  then  pro- 
ceed and  examine  the  question,  whether  this  could  be 
best  accomplished  by  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  Siates  Bank,  or  through  a  league  of  state 
banks.  After  concluding  what  I  had  to  say  on  the 
subject,  in  my  deep  solicitude  I  addressed  the  three 
parties  in  the  senate  separately,  urging  such  motives  as 
I  thought  best  calculated  to  act  on  them,  and  pressing 
them  to  join  me  in  the  measure  suggested,  in  order  to 
avert  approaching  danger.  I  began  with  my  friends  of 
the  state  rights  party  and  with  the  administration.  I 
have  taken  copious  extracts  from  the  address  to  the 
first,  which  will  clearly  prove  how  exactly  my  opin- 
ion then  and  now  coincide  on  all  questions  connec- 
ted with  the  banks.  I  now  ask  the  secretary  to  read 
the  extract  numbered  two. 

Having  now  stated  the  measure  necessary  to 


baniis,  and  the  other  the  United  States  Bank,  the  char-    ply  the  remedy,  I  am  thus  brought  to  the  question^ 


of  which  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr 
Webster)  proposed  to  renew  for  six  years.  Nothing 
was  left  me  but  to  place  myself  distinctly  before  the 
country  on  the  ground  I  occupied,  which  I  did  fully 
and  exphciily  iti  the  speech  I  delivered  on  the  occasiqii. 
In  justice  to  myself,  1  ought  to  have  every  word  of  it 
reiid  on  tlie  present  occasion.  It  would  of  itself  be  a 
full  vindication  of  my  course.  I  stated  and  enlarged 
on  all  the  points  to  which  I  have  already  referred;  ob- 
jected to  the  recharter  as  proposed  by  the  mover,  and 
fuixiilil  il,  li  v.\:[[[  has  since  happened  would  follow, 
unli         .  I  '  uU'ectual  was  dune  to  prevent  it.     As 

a  ;i  :.  i  ,         '  id  to  use  the  Bank  of  the  United 

S:aii;  I!  :i  :;.i'i!ary  expedient,  fortified  with  strong 
guards,  in  order  to  resist  and  turn  back  the  swelling 
tide  of  Circulation.  With  this  view,  I  propnsed  to  pro- 
hibit the  issue  of  any  note  under  ten  dollars,  at  hrst, 
and  alter  a  certain  interval,  under  twenty;  and  to  re- 
fuse to  receive  the  notes  of  any  bank  that  issued  notes 
under  five  dollars,  or  that  received  the  notes  of  any 
bank  ihat  issued  less,  in  order  to  make  a  total  separa- 
tion between  the  banks  that  should  refuse  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  small  notes  and  the  others,  in  the 
hope  that  the  influence  of  the  latter,  with  the  voice  of  the 
community,  would  ulrimately  compel  a  discontinuance. 
I  proposed,  that  the  charter,  with  these  and  other  pro- 
visions that  might  be  devised  by  a  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  should  be  renewed  for  twelve  years, 
two  years  longer  than  the  Ba  ik  of  Egland  had  been, 
in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  and  wisdom 
of  that  great  and  enlightened  naiion.  All  this  I  pro- 
posed expressly  on  the  ground  of  undoing  the  system, 
gradually  and  slowly,  till  a  total  disconnection  should 
be  eirccted,  if  experience  should  show  that  it  could  be 
carried  to  that  extent.  My  object  was  double;  to  get 
clear  of  the  system,  and  to  avoid  the  catastrophe  which 
has  since  befallen  us,  and  which  I  then  saw  was  ap- 
proaclung. 

To  prove  all  this,  I  again  refer  to  the  record.  If  it 
shall  appear  from  it  that  my  object  was  to  disconnect 
the  government  gradually  and  cautiously  from  the 
banking  system,  and  with  that  view,  and  that  only,  I 
proposed  to  use  the  United  States  Bank  for  a  snort 
time,  and  that  I  explicidy  expressed  the  same  opinions 
then  as  I  now  have  on  almost  every  point  connected 
v^■lth  the  system,  I  shall  not  only  have  vindicated  my 
character  from  the  charge  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, but  shall  do  more,  much  nure,  to  show  that  I 
did  all  an  individual,  standing  alone  as  I  did,  could  do 
to  avert  the  present  calauiities,  and,  of  course,  I  am 
free  from  all  responsibility  for  what  has  since  happened. 
1  have  shortened  the  extracts,  as  far  as  was  possible  to 
do  myself  justice,  and  have  left  out  much  that  ought,  of 
right,  to  be  read  in  my  defence,  rather  than  to  weary 
the  senate.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  command  at- 
tention to  reading  of  documents;  but  I  trust  that  diis, 
where  justice  to  a  member  of  the  body,  whose  charac 
tcr  has  been  assailed,  without  the  leasi  provocation,  will 
form  an  exception.  The  extracts  are  numbered,  and 
I  will  thank  the  secretary  to  pause  at  the  enil  of  each, 
unless  otherwise  desired. 
The  secretary  here  read  the  following  extract : 
"After  a  full  survey  of  the  whole  subject,  I  see 


I  can  jonjecture  ii' 

from  its  present  dan 

crease,  but  a  bank;  ii 

or  under  some  authoi 

try  has  been  brouglu 

the  currency   by  Jm 

tlieir  agency.      We 

unbank   the  banks,  i 

eary  to  restore  a  safe  and  stable  c 

apply  snow  to  a  frozen  limb  in  ord 


xiricaling  the  country 

M  arrest  its  farther  in 

y  'it  wliich,  in  some  forii 

di  iNiisable.    The  coun 

|Hr-rnt  diseased  state  of 

[  nnl^;t   be  extricated  by 

a  word,  use  a  bank  to 

iriil  that  may  be   neces- 

eiicy— just  as  we 

to  restore  vitaliiv 


and  circulation,  or  hold  up  a  burn  to  the  flame  to  e.\- 
tract  the  inflammation.  All  imi-i  s,  r  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suppress  the  baukiiiti  \ ''111  .1'  once.  It  must 
continue  for  a  time.  Itsgnini  i  '  inmi' ',  and  the  ad- 
vocates of  an  exclusive  specie  tirculaiion,  must  make 
it  a  part  of  their  system  to  tolerate  the  banks  for  a  lon- 
ger or  a  shorter  period.    To  suppress  them  at  once 


gard  to  precedent  than  I  do,  acting  here  in  my  repre- 
sentative and  deliberative  character,  on  legal  or  consti- 
tutional questions;  but  I  have  felt  from  the  beginning 
the  full  force  of  the  distinction  so  sensibly  taken  by  the 
senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Leigh,]  between  doing  aiid 
undoing  an  act,  and  which  he  so  strongly  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  The  constitu- 
tionality of  that  act  was  doubted  by  many  at  tke  time, 
and  among  others  by  its  author  himself;  yet  he  would 
be  considered  a  madman,  who,  coming  into  pohtieal 
life,  at  this  late  period,  would  now  seriously  take  up  the 
quesrion  of  the  consritutionaUty  of  the  purchase,  and, 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  unconstitutional, 
should  propose  to  rescind  the  act,  and  eject  from  the 
union  two  flourishing  states,  and  a  growing  territory." 

I  next  ask  the  atteniion  of  the  senators,  especially 
from  the  northern  states,  while  the  secretary  reads  the 
short  address  to  the  opposition,  that  they  may  see  how 
disdnctly  I  foresaw  what  was  coming,  and  how  anxious 
I  was  to  avert  the  calamity  that  has  fallen  on  the  sec- 
tion where  I  anticipated  it  would.  I  ask  the  secretary 
to  read  the  extract  numbered  three. 

"I  next  address  myself  to  the  members  of  the  oppo- 
sition, who  principally  represent  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  portions  of  the  country,  where  the  bank- 
ing system  has  been  the  farthest  extended,  and  where 
a  larger  portion  of  the  property  exist  in  the  shape  of 
credit  than  in  any  other  secdon;  and  to  whom  a  sound 
stable  currency  is  most  necessary,  and  the  opposite 
most  dangerous.  You  have  no  constitutional  objection; 
to  you  it  IS  a  mere  question  of  expediency;  viewing  in 
this  light,  can  you  vote  for  the  proposed  measure? — a 
measure  designed  to  arrest  the  approach  of  events  which 
I  have  demonstrated  must,  if  not  arrested,  create  con- 
vulsions and  revolutions;  and  to  correct  a  disease  which 
must,  if  not  corrected,  subject  the  currency  to  con- 
tinued agitations  and  fluctuations:  and  in  order  to  give 
that  permanence,  stabilitt",  and  uniformitv  which  is  so 
essential  to  your  safety  and  prosperity.  To  effect  this 
may  require  some  diminution  on  trie  profits  of  banking; 
some  temporary  sacrirtce  of  interest;  but  if  such  should 
be  the  fact,  it  will  be  compensated  in  more  than  a  hun- 
dred-fold proportion,  by  increased  security  and  durable 
prosperity.  If  the  system  must  advance  in  the  present 
course  without  a  check,  and  if  explosion  must  foUow, 
remember  that  where  you  stand  will  be  the  crater: 
should  ihe  system  quake,  under  your  feet  the  chasm 
will  open  that  will  engulf  your  institutions  and  your 
prosperity.'' 

I  regret  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  senate,  but 
I  wish,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  ask  their  attention  to  one 
more,  which,  though  not  inimeditely  relating  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  is  not  irrelevant  to  my 
vindication.  I  not  only  expressed  my  opinions  freely 
in  relaUon  to  the  currency  and  ihe  bank,  in  the  speech 


the  measure  succeed?  which  brings  up  the  inquiry  of 
how  far  it  may  be  expected  to  receive  the  support  of 
the  several  parties  which  compose  the  senate,  and  on 
which  I  shall  next  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

"First,  then,  can  the  state  rights  party  give  it  their 
support?  that  party  of  which  I  am  proud  of  being  a 
metiiber,  and  tor  which  I  entertain  so  strong  an  at- 
tachment— the  stronger  because  we  are  few  among 
many.  In  proposing  this  quesdon,  I  am  not  ignorant 
of  their  long-standing  constitutional  obiecrion  to  the 
bank,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  intended  to  be,  as  it 
is  usually  expressed,  a  hard-money  government — a  go- 
vernment wtiose  circulating  medium  was  intended  to 
consist  of  the  precious  metals,  and  for  which  object 
the  power  of  coining  money  and  re^^ulating  the  value 
Ihereof  was  expressly  conferred  by  the  constitution 
know  how  long  and  how  sincerely  this  opinion  has 
been  enter;. r:-  i!.  ;i  .I  i;  nler  how  many  difficulties  it 
has  been  nu'  -   !     I     -  not  mv  intention  to  attempt 

to  change  ;i  i    ^  ;       limily  li.xed,  but  I  may  be  per 

mitted  to  IN  I'.i  ;i  I  w  .  ii<'  rvations,  in  order  to  pre.sen 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  question  in  reference 
to  this  constitutional  point — in  order  that  we  may  full 

comprehend  the  circumstances  under  which   we  are    .-  ., _ ^  

placed  m  reference  to  it.  With  this  view,  I  do  not  from  which  such  copious  extracts  have  been  read,  but 
deem  it  necessary  to  inquire  whether,  in  conferring  the  ]  had  the  precaution  to  define  niy  p'tlitical  position  dis- 
er  to  coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof, 


the  constitution  intended  to  limit  the  power  strictly  to 
coining  money  and  regulating  its  value,  or  whether  it 
intended  to  confer  a  more  general  power  over  the  cur- 
renc\-;  nor  do  I  intend  to  inquire  whether  the  word  coin 
is  limited  simply  to  the  metals,  or  may  be  extended  to 
either  substances,  if,  through  a  gradual  change,  they 
may  become  the  medium  of  the  general  circulation  of 
the  world." 

"The  very  receipt  of  bank  notes  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  in  its  dues,  would,  it  is  conceded,  make 
them  money,  as  far  as  the  government  may  be  concern- 
ed, find  by  a  necessary  consequence,  would  make  them, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  currency  of  the  country.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  po.sitive  provisions  in  the  constitution 
which  declare  that  'all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall 
be  unif  Jrm  throughout  the  United  States,'  which  cannot 
be,  unless  that  in  which  they  are  paid  should  also  have, 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  a  uniform  value  throughout 
the  country.  To  eflect  this,  where  bank  notes  are  re- 
ceived, the  banking  power  is  necessary  and  proper 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  and  conse- 
quently, if  the  government  has  the  right  to  receive  bank 
noli  s  in  Us  u'li's  the  power  becomes  constitutional. 
Hdi'  III  •^,  ■  lid  "vir.  C.  the  real  constitutional  question: 
h;isili,  H'l'.i  [  iiinent  a  right  to  receive  bank  notes  or 
noi?  The  question  is  not  upon  the  mere  power  of  in- 
corporating a  bank,  as  it  had  been  commonly  argued; 
though,  even  in  that  view,  there  would  be  a  great  con- 
stituUonal  objection  to  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, or  any  other  branch  of  the  government,  which 
should  unite  any  association  of  state  banks  into  one 
system,  as  the  means  of  giving  the  uniformity  and  sta- 
bility to  the  currency  which  the  constitution  intends  to 
confer.  The  very  act  of  so  associaring  or  incorpora 
ting  them  into  one,  by  whcitever  name  called,  or  by 
whatever  department   performed,  would  be  in  fact  an 

"I''.  'i  M,  *'.  'MV  .!■,■'.  ,m  I  havostated,  is  not 
toiii'  'ill  '■"ii-'i"i.  t]  I  i|'i'  M  >ns,  nor  to  dele 
wliiil.oi  ilirl K  l.r  ".ii~iiii,ii..ii:il  or  not.  It  is.  Ire- 
peal,  to  show  where  the  dilliruliy  Ucs— a  difficulty  which 
I  have  felt  from  the  time  I  first  came  into  the'  public 
service.  I  fouiid  then,  as  now,  the  currency  of  the 
country  consisting  almost  entirely  of  bank  notes.  I 
found  the  government  intimately  con necteii  with  thi 
sysiem,  receiving  bank  notes  in  its  dues,  and  paying 
them  away  under  its  appropriations  as  cash.  The  tact 
was  beyond  my  control;  it  existed  long  before  my  time, 
and  without  my  agency;  and  I  was  compelled  to  act  on 
the  fact  OS  it  e.xisted,  without  deciding  on  the  many 
questions  which  I  have  suggesletl,  as  connected  with 
this  subject  and  on  many  of  which  I  have  never  yet 
formed  a  definite  opinion.    No  one  can  pay  less  t 


P'liiiicai  I 
tinctlv  ill  reference  to  the  political  parties  of  the  day, 
and  the  course  I  would  pursue  in  relation  to  each.  I 
then,  as  now,  belonged  to  the  party  to  which  it  is  my 
glory  ever  to  have  been  attached  exclusively;  and  avow- 
ed, exphcidy,  that  I  belonged  to  neither  of  the  tvyo  par- 
ties, opposition  or  administration,  then  contendins  for 
superiority,  »  hicli  of  itself  oight  to  go  far  to  repel  the 
charite  of  the  senator  f>om  Kelitucky,  that  I  have  gone 
over  from  one  party  to  the  other.  The  secretary  will 
read  the  last  extract: 

"I  am  the  partisan,  as  I  have  said,  of  no  class,  nor, 
lot  nie  add,  of  any  poliiical  party.  I  am  neither  of  the 
opposition  nor  of  the  administration.  If  I  act  with  the 
former  in  any  instance,  it  is  because  I  approve  of  their 
course  on  the  particular  occasion;  and  I  shall  always 
be  happy  to  act  with  them  when  I  do  approve.  If  I 
oppose  the  administration;  if  I  desire  to  see  power 
enange  hands,  it  is  because  I  disapprove  of  the  general 
course  of  those  in  authority;  because  they  have  depar'ed 
from  the  principles  on  which  they  came  into  office;  be- 
cause, instead  of  using  the  immense  power  and  patron- 
age put  in  their  hands  to  secure  tile  hbetty  of  the  coun- 
try and  advance  the  public  good,  they  lia\o  perverted 
them  into  party  instrumeii'- t'l  [i  i ->  ,.;r  i '  '  ■  '  ' -.  Btti 
mine  has  not  been,  nor  v,  !         '  .  '       i         pposi- 

tion.     Whatever  measure  oi        ii     ]  ,'      i  i  iilit,  I 

shall  cheerfuUy support;  audi  .j;,ly  i.._.-.il  :..,i:  I.i-y  shall 
afford  me  more  frequent  occasions  fur  support,  and 
fewer  for  opposition,  than  they  have  heretofore  done." 

Such,  senators,  are  my  recorded  semimciit.-i  in  1334. 
They  are  full  and  explicit  on  all  ilir  'i"  ;  '  '  i  iM'lved 
in  the  present  issue,  and  prove,  bi  >  ■  .  '■■  ;'  iiihly 
of  doubt,  that  I  have  changed  ii.i  -  ,  i    i  :  I'Mied 

no  principle,  nor  deserted  any  pa;  y.  1  ,:::;J  now  on 
the  ground  I  stood  then,  and,  of^courte,  if  m>^ relations 


,rc  changed — if  I  nov 
and  oppnfe  iho^e  u  ifh  whom 


to  the  two  opposing 
with  those  I  then  opjii 

I  then  acted,  the  r  ..i  '  :-  i.  i  n  i.i.  .  I  ;  i  :-  -  liave 
stood  still.  In  s:i\  I  .  '^  .  i  :  '  •  -'  1  ■  .  I  '  I  ;  lining. 
I  leave  others  to  c  ■  i  '  '  '  i  |'  ;  i  .  ,  i  :  i  then, 
if  they  deem  explui  :i' "1  I  '  '  '  "i'l.i  1'  ',:!  I  inay  be 
permitted  to  state  my  opinion,  I  would  any  that  the 
change  is  rather  in  the  questions  and  the  circumstances, 
than  in  the  opinions  or  principles  of  eiiher  of  the  par- 
ties. The  ojtposilion  were  then  and  are  now  national 
bank  men,  and  the  administration,  in  like  manner, 
were  anti-national  bank,  and  in  favor  of  a  league  of 
state  banks,  while  I  preferred  then,  as  no\y,  the  flirnier 
to  the  latter,  and  a  divorce  from  banks  to  either.  When 
the  e.xperiment  of  the  league  failed,  the  administration 
were  reduced  to  the  option  between  a  national  bank  and 
a  divorce.  They  chose  the  latter,  and  such,  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  would  have  been  their  choice,  had  the 
option  been  the  same  four  years  ago.    Nor  liave  I  any 
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doubt,  had  the  option  been  then  between  u  league  ol 
banks  and  divorce,  the  opposiiioii  then,  as  now,  would 
have  been  in  favor  of  the  league.  In  all  this  there  is 
more  app:irent  than  real  change.  Astonivsclf,  iheielias 
been  neither.  If  I  acted  with  the  opposition  and  oppos- 
ed the  administration  then,  it  was  because  I  was  open- 
ly opposed  to  the  rctnoval  of  the  deposiios  and  the  leai'iie 
of  banks,  as  I  now  am;  and  if  I  now  act  with  the  Tat- 
ter and  oppose  the  former,  it  is  because  I  am  now,  as 
then,  in  favor  of  a  divorce,  and  opposed  to  either  a 
leayue  of  state  banks  ora  national  bank,  e.vcept  indeed 
a«  the  means  of  cfleoting  a  divorce  sjradually  and  safely. 
What,  then,  is  my  oflence?  What  hut'  rctusini;  to 
abandon  my  first  clioice,  the  divorce  fiom  the  banks, 
because  the  adininisiration  has  selected  it,  and  of  going 
with  the  opposition  for  a  national  bank,  to  which  I  have 
been  and  ajii  sill  opposed?  That  is  all;  and  for  this  I 
am  charged  «iib  going  over — leaving  one  party  and 
joinin"  the  other. 

Had  some  guardian  angcl,  Mr.  President,  whifpired 
in  my  ear  at  tlie  time,  "be  eantious  what  you  say;  this 
question  will  not  termina'e  here;  four  years  hence  it  will 
be  revived,  under  very  dilferent  circumstances,  when 
your  principles  and  duly  will  compel  you  to  act  with 
those  you  now  oppose,  and  oppose  those  with  whom 
you  now  act,  when  you  will  be  charged  wiih  diseriion 
of  principles,"  I  could  not  have  guarjed  myself  more 
effectually  than  I  have  done.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all 
this,  the  senator  ha.s  not  only  made  the  charge,  but  has 
said,  in  his  place,  that  he  heard,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
hfc,  at  the  e.xtra  session,  that  I  was  opposed  to  a  national 
bunk!  I  could  place  the  senator  m  a  dilemma  from 
which  there  is  no  possibility  of  escape.  I  niii;ht  sav  to 
him,  you  have  either  forga  or  not  what  I  said  in  1831. 
If  you  have  not,  how  can  you  justify  your.seir  in  mak- 
ing the  charge  you  have.'  But  if  you  have — if  you  have 
forgot  what  is  so  recent,  and  what  from  the  magnitude 
of  tile  question  and  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  was 
so  well  calculated  to  impress  itself  on  your  memory, 
what  possible  value  can  be  attached  to  your  recollec- 
tion or  opinions,  as  to  my  course  on  more  remote  and 
less  memorable  occasions,  on  which  vou  have  under- 
taken to  impeach  my  conduct?  He  may  take  his 
choice. 

Having  now  established  by  the  record  that  I  have 
changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  principle,  nor  de- 
serted any  party,  the  charge  of  the  senator,  \\ith  all  the 
aspersions  with  which  he  accompanied  it,  falls  pros- 
trate 10  the  earth.  Here  I  might  leave  the  subject,  and 
close  my  vindication.  But  I  choose  not.  I  shall  follow 
the  s.nator  up,  step  by  step,  in  his  unprovoked,  and,  I 
may  now  nild,  groundless  attack,  witli  blows  not  less 
decisive  and  victorious. 

Tne  senator  next  proceeded  to  stale,  that  in  a  certain 
document  (if  he  named  it,  I  did  not  hear  him)  I  assign- 
ed as  the  reason  why  I  could  not  join  in  the  attack  on 
the  administration,  that  ihc  benefit  of  the  victory  would 
not  enure  to  myselt",  or  n]\'  puny,  or,  as  he  explained 
himself,  because  it  would  not  place  myself  and  them  in 
power.  I  presume  he  referred  to  a  letter,  in  answer  to 
an  invitation  to  a  pubhc  dinner  offered  me  by  my  old 
and  faithf  il  friends  and  constituents  of  Edgefield,  in 
approbation  of  mv  course  at  the  extra  session. 

[.Mr.  Clay.    Id;.] 

The  pressure  of  domestic  engagements  would  not 
permit  me  to  accept  their  invitation,  and,  in  dechning 
It,  I  deemed  it  due  to  them  and  myself  to  explain  my 
course,  in  its  poliucal  and  party  bearing,  more  lully  than 
I  had  done  in  debate.  They  had  a  nghi  to  know  my 
reasons,  and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness  due 
to  the  long  and  uninterrupted  confidence  that  had  ever 
existed  between  us. 

Having  made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  the  assertion  of  the  senator.  I  again  take 
issue  on  ihe  fact.  I  assigned  no  such  reason  as  the  sena- 
tor attributes  to  mc.  1  never  dreamed  nor  thought  of 
such  a  one;  nor  can  any  force  of  construction  extort 
from  what  I  said.  No;  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  nivself  or  party.  I  was  far  more  hum- 
ble and  honest.  It  was  to  save  ourselves  and  our  prin- 
ciples from  being  absorbed  and  lost  in  a  parly  more 
numerous  and  pov.-crful,  but  differing  from  us  on  almost 
every  principle  and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  took  place 
in  May  last,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I  iinmediatelv 
turned  my  attention  to  the  event  earnestly,  considering 
it  as  an  event  pregnant  with  great  and  lasting  conse- 
quences. Reviewing  the  whole  ground,  I  saw  nodiing 
to  change  in  the  opinions  and  pnnciples  I  had  avowed 
in  1834,  and  I  determined  to  carry  them  out,  as  far  as 
circumstances  and  my  ability  would  enable  me.  But 
I  saw  that  my  course  must  be  influenced  by  the  posi- 
tion wliich  tlie  two  great  contending  parlies  might  take 
in  reference  to  the  question.  I  did  not  doubt  'that  the 
opposition  would  nilly  either  on  a  national  bank,  or  a 
combination  of  state  banks,  with  Mr.  Biddle's  at  the 
head,  bul  I  was  wholly  ancertain  what  course  the  ad- 
minisiration  would  adopt,  and  remained  so  until  the 
message  of  the  president  was  received  and  read  by  the 
secretary  at  his  table.  When  I  saw  he  went  for  a  di- 
vorce, I  never  hesitated  a  moment.  Not  only  inv  opin- 
ions and  principles  long  entertained,  and,  as  I  have 
shown,  fully  expressed  yeais ago,  bul  the  highest  politi- 
cal motives,  left  me  no  al'ernative.  I  perceived,  at 
once,  that  the  object,  to  accomplish  which  we  had  acted 
in  concert  with  the  opposition,  had  ceased;  e.xecutive 
usurpations  had  come  to  an  end  for  the  present;  and 
that  the  struggles  with  the  administration  was  no  longer 
for  power  but  to  save  themselves.  I  also  clearly  saw 
that  if  we  should  uni"e  with  the  opposition  in  their  at- 
tack on  the  administration,  the  victory  over  them  iu  the 


position  llicy  occupied,  would  be  a  victory  over  us  and 
our  principles.  It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  such 
would  be  the  result.  It  \vas  as  plain  as  day.  The  ad- 
ministration had  tuken  position,  as  I  have  shown,  on 
the  verv  ground  1  occupied  in  1S31,  and  whieh  the 
whole  siatr  ri^'his  \>Mn  had  taken  at  ihe  same  time  m 
the  other  house,  as  its  journals  w  ill  |irove.  The  oppo- 
sition, under  the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving 
against  them  for  the  very  reason  that  ihey  had  taken  die 
ground  thov  did. 

Now,  I  ask,  Nvhat  would  have  been  the  result  if  «-d 
had  joined  in  the  attack.'  No  one  can  now  doubt  that 
the  victory  over  those  in  |iower  would  have  been  ei-riain 
and  decisive,  nor  would  the  consci|iii'iicis  luue  been 
the  least  doublful.  The  first  fruit  W'>h!iI  liivi-  lien  a 
national  bank.  The  principles  of  the  c|i|ih-iIi m,  and 
the  very  object  of  the  attack  would  liaxi-  m  cc^saiilv  led 
to  that.  We  would  have  been  not  onlv  loo  Iccl.lc  to  re- 
.sisl,  but  would  have  been  commitii'd  Iw  joiniiu;  in  the 
attack  with  its  avoueil  .■bjcct  logo  Icr  on!',  while  those 
who  support  the  administration  would  have  been  scat- 
tered in  the  winds.  We  should  'hen  have  had  a  bank — 
that  is  clear;  nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  iis  train  there 
would  have  followed  all  the  eonseinieiiees  which  have 
and  ever  will  follow,  when  tried— high  duties,  ovcrllow 


ird, 


itex|.. 


iditu 


cli  hi 


lltho-vdls 

well  near  overlhiow  n  our  insiiiiition-,  i 
eountryin  its  present  difficulties.  The 
institution,  the  known  principles  and  im 
sition,  ami  the  utter  prostraiion  of  the 
p:iri\".  and    iIh-  iib^nrpiinn  nt' nm   ,   would  have  led  to 


lifili, 


tlu 

I  i..i 
and  a^ 


■  k.i 


dlich  1  belon: 


ii.ii  ,  It  \'iii  candor  and  justice, 
viiig  all  ilu  .c  consequences  before 
opinions  and  that  of  the  party  to 
lid  to  which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have 


Wouh 


lllc  cli: 


not  any  other 
'l 


iiulswhi 


iinlaii- 


acled  dill;  reiiily  iVom  what  I  did? 
course  haw  jiisilv  exp 
aban.loncd  my  pV.iic  p 
now  accii-ed  so  unjn^il 
worse  thiiii  folly — been 
any  other?  Aiid  yel,  t 
ed  in  this  exposition  are  the  very  reus 
letter,  and  which  the  senator  has  per 
ly  and  unjustly  into  the  pitiful,  personal  iind  seltish  rea- 
son, which  he  has  attributed  to  me.  Confirmative  of 
«liat  I  say,  I  again  appeal  to  the  record.  The  secre- 
tary will  read  the  para 'in  ph  iirirked  in  my  Edgefield 
letter,  to  which,  I  pn  - .    !  ■     -  mior  alluded. 

"As  soon  as  I  sa.v  :  r  i  lung--,  I  clearly  per- 
ceived that  a  very  imi"!  a  ;i  '■,"■  -■.•'n  was  presented  for 
our  determination,  winch  v,e  were  compelled  to  decide 
forthwith — shall  we  continue  our  joint  attack  with  the 
nationals  ivith  those  in  power,  in  the  new  position  which 
they  have  been  compelled  to  occupy?  It  was  clear, 
with  our  joint  forces,  we  could  utterly  overthrow  and 
demolish  them,  but  it  was  not  less  clear  that  die  victory^ 
would  enure  not  to  us,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of 
our  all  es  and  their  cause.  They  were  the  most  numer- 
ous and  p.jwerful,  and  the  point  of  a.ssault  on  the  position 
whicli  the  parly  to  be  assaulted  had  taken  in  relation  to 
the  banks  would  have  greatly  strenmhened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  national  party,  and  weak- 
ened, in  the  same  degree,  ours.  They  are,  and  e\er 
have  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a  national  bank, 
and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  cajiital  so  ample  as 
to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  state  institutions,  and  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country. 
To  join  them,  with  their  avowed  object  in  the  attack  to 
overtlirow  those  in  power,  on  the  ground  they  occupied 
against  a  bank,  would,  of  course,  not  onlv  have  placed 
the  government  and  country  m  their  hands  without  op- 
position, but  would  have  committed  us,  beyond  the  pos- 
sibilitv  of  e.\trication,  for  a  bank,  and  absorbed  our 
pariy'in  the  ranks  of  the  national  republicans.  The 
first  fruits  of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  oversha- 
dowing nauonal  bank,  with  an  immense  capital,  not 
less  than  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions,  which  would 
have  centralized  the  currency  ami  exchanges,  and  with 
them  the  commerce  and  capital  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be  placed. 
The  next  would  be  the  indissoluble  union  of  the  politi- 
cal opponents,  whose  principles  and  policy  are  so  oppo- 
site to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  institutions,  as  well 
as  oppress! vir  to  us.'' 

I  now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  extract  which 
will  warrant  the  construciion  that  the  senator  has  at- 
tempted to  force  on  it?  Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  ex- 
pression on  which  he  fixes,  that  the  victory  \vould 
enure,  not  to  us,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the 
opposition,  alludes  not  to  power  or  plai!e,  but  to  princi- 
ple and  poliev?  Can  words  be  more  plain?  W  htit 
then  becomes' of  all  the  aspersions  ol  the  senator,  his 
reflections  about  selfishness  and  the  want  ol  patriotism, 
and  his  allusions  and  illustrations  to  give  them  force  and 
effect?  They  fall  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a  no- 
tice, with  his  groundless  accusation. 

But.  in  so  premeditated  and  ind.. ■^criminate  an  attack, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  my  motives  wotUd  entirely 
escape,  and  we  accordingly  find  the  senator  very  chan- 
tablv  leaving  it  to  lime  to  disclose  my  motives  for  going 
ovefl  I,  who  have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no 
principle,  and  deserted  no  party;  I,  who  have  sto.>d  sti.l 
and  maintained  mv  groirtid  against  every  ditticiilij^  to 
be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  disclose  my  motive!  1  he 
imputation  sinks  to  the  earth  with  the  groundless  charge 
on  which  it  rests.  I  stamp  it  with  scorn  m  the  dust 
I  pick  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet.  I 
hurl  it  back.  What  the  senator  charges  on  me  unjust- 
ly, he  has  actualhj  done.    He  went  over  on  a  memorable 


11  1'  '.M  i;  apiin.si  whom  they 
ig.    I  saw  that,  to  stand  he- 


occasion,  and  did   not  leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  liin 
motive. 

The  senator  next  tells  us  that  I  bore  a  character  for 
stern  fideliiv,  which  he  accompanied  with  rciniirlis  ini- 
plviiig  thai'l  had  fuieiied  u  bv  mv  eumsc  on  the  pre- 
.M'lit  occu.-ion.  If  he  means  by  st,i  n  fiJ.liiy  a  devoted 
atiachment  to  duly  and  principle,  which  nodiing  can 
overcome,  the  character  is  indeed,  a  high  one,  and,  1 
trust  not  ontirely  unineriled.  I  have,  at  least,  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  sei'iator  himself  for  saying  that  it  belonged 
to  ine  bclore  the  pi, -cut  occasion,  aird  it  is,  .if  c.iui-e, 
iiKumbeiiiniibnu  lo-liowihiii  1  have  .since  In  lend  11. 
He  will  liiid  tills  lask  a  licic„|,„n  one.  ll  would  be 
by  far  nmie  easv  lo  show  the  o]iposite,  thai,  insicad  of 
forleiung,  1  have  sirengtbened  my  title  to  the  eharacter; 
instead  of  ubaiidoning  any  principles,  I  have  firmly  ad- 
hered to  the. 11,  and  that,  loo,  under  the  most  appalling 
difficulties.  If  I  were  to  select  an  iiisianec  in  the  whole 
course  of  mv  hie  on  which,  almvc  iilloihers,  to  resi  my 
claim  to  the  chaiacicr  which  the  .sciiaior  iiltribiited  to 
inc,  it  would  be  this  very  one,  which  he  has  seli'cted  to 
prove  that  I  haveforleited  il.  I  acted  with  tbe  full 
knowledfie  of  the  difficuliios  I  hud  to  encounter,  and  the 
responsibility  I  must  incur.  I  saw  a  grefti  and  power- 
ful parlv,  probiililv  ill.  111.  '  .■.v.iiCd  in  the  couiiiry 
..a^erly'sci/.iimoii'  li,.     .  :    ,     .    which  had  belulleu 

that 

l,lodlsplli 

I  been  long  contending 
iv\ cell  them  and  their  object,  I  must  necessarily  incur 
iheu- deep  and  lasting  displeasure.  I  al.so  saw  that,  to 
maintain  the  administration  in  ihe  po.-iiion  they  had 
taken,  to  separaie  the  goveriinieiit  from  the  banks,  I 
would  draw  di>wn  on  me.  wiili  li.e  e\eepiion  of  sume  of 
the  southern  biinlis,  the  whole  weiL'hi  ol  that  exiensivc, 
concentrated,  and  powerful  interest — the  most  power- 
ful by  far  of  any  in  the  whole  community;  and  thus  I 
would  unite  against  me  a  combination  of  political  and 
moneved  influence  almost  irresisiable.  Nor  was  tliis 
all.  I  could  not  but  see  that,  however  pure  and  ilisin- 
teri'Sted  my  motives,  and  liowe  er  consi^it.nt  my  eonrsc 
with  all  I  had  ever  .said  or  done,  1  would  be  I'xposed  to 
the  very  charges  and  aspersions  which  I  am  now  re- 
pelling. The  ea.se  with  which  ihey  could  he  made,  and 
the  temptation  to  make  then,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  be 
resisted  by  the  party  morality  of  the  day,  as  groundless 
as  I  have  demonstrated  tlieiii  to  be.  But  there  was 
another  consequence  that  I  could  not  but  foresee,  far 
more  painful  to  me  than  all  oUiers.  I  but  too  clearly 
saw  that,  in  so  sudden  and  complex  a  juncture,  called 
on  as  I  was  to  decide  on  my  course  instandy,  as  il  were, 
on  the  field  of  battle,  without  consultadon,  or  explain- 
ing my  reasons,  1  would  estrange  for  a  time  many  of 
my  political  friends,  who  had  passed  iliruugli  with  mc 
so  many  trials  and  difliculties,  and  fir  whom  I  leel  a 
brother's  love.  Hut  I  saw  before  ine  the  jiaili  of  duly, 
and,  though  rugged,  and  hedged  on  all  sides  with  these 
and  many  other  difficulties,  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment 
to  take  it.  Yes,  idojte,  as  the  senator  snceringly  says. 
.'Vfter  I  had  made  up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a 
conversation  with  a  friend  about  the  responsibility  I 
would  assume,  ho  remarked  that  my  own  slate  might 
desert  me.  I  rephed  that  it  was  not  impossible;  but  the 
result  has  proved  that  I  undcrestiiiiaied  the  intelligence 
and  patriotism  of  my  virtuous  and  noble  state.  I  ask 
her  pardon  for  the  distrust  implied  in  my  answer;  but 
I  ask  with  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  oil  the  grounda 
I  shall  put  it — that  in  being  prepared  to  sacraficc  her 
confidence,  as  dear  to  me  as  light  and  life,  rather  ihan 


this  great  question,  the  dictates  ot  my  judg- 
ment and  conscience,  I  proved  myself  wordiy  of  be: 
her  representauve 


ing 


But,  if  the  senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stern  fidelity, 
m^'ant,  not  devotion  to  principle,  but  to  party,  and  espe- 
cially the  parly  of  which  he  is  .so  prominent  a  member, 
my  answer  is,  that  I  never  belonged  to  his  party,  nor 
owed  it  any  fidelity;  and,  of  course,  could  forteit,  in  re- 
ference lo  it,  no  character  for  fidelity.  It  is  true,  we 
acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believed  to  be  the 
usurpations  of  the  executive;  audit  is  true,  that,  during 
the  time,  I  saw  much  to  esteem  in  those  with  whom  I 
acted,  and  contracted  friendly  relations  with  many 
wliich  I  shall  not  be  the  fir.sl  to  f  irget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  common  party  designation  was  applied  to  the 
opposirion  in  the  aggregate,  not,  however,  with  my  ap- 
probation; but  it  is  ho  less  true  that  it  was  universally 
known  that  it  consisted  of  two  distinct  parlies,  dis.sinn- 
iar  in  principle  and  polioy,  except  in  relation  to  the  ob- 
ject for  which  they  had  united:  the  national  republican 
parly,  and  the  portion  of  the  state  rights  parly  which 
liad  separated  from  ihc  administration,  on  the  groniid 
that  it  nad  departed  from  the  true  principles  of  ilic  ori- 
ginal parly.  That  I  belonged  e.xclusively  to  that  detach- 
ed portion,  and  to  neither  the  opnosiiion  nor  adminis- 
tration party,  I  prove  by  my  explicit  declaration,  con- 
taineil  in  oiie  of  the  extracts  read  from  my  sjieeeli  on 
the  currency  in  1831.  That  the  party  generally,  and 
the  state  which  I  represent  in  part,  stood  aloof  from 
both  of  the  parties,  may  be  established  from  ihe  (act 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  the  parly  and  |iolitical 
contests  of  the  day.  My  state  withheld  her  electoral 
vote  in  two  successive  presidential  eleclions;  and,  rather 
than  to  bestow  it  on  either  the  set  ator  from  Kentucky, 
or  the  distinguiscd  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the  first 
of  those  elections,  she  threw  her  vote  on  n  patriotic 
citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of  her  own  polities, 
but  who  was  not  a  candidate;  and,  in  the  last  she  re- 
fused 10  give  it  lo  the  worthy  senator  (rom  Tennessee 
near  me,  (.Uidge  White.)  tfioiiL'h  his  principles  and 
views  of  policy  apiiroach  so  much  nearer  to  hers  than 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
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V,  1  c  ,  o  „„^„th„f',Pfwa<!nther^vise,and  thatlmodeof  protecting  tliem,  he  pushed  forward  the  sys- 

belongs.    But,  suppose  the  fact « as  otherwise,  an  ^^^^^  ^^,^^^i^^  ^^^.    =  ^^^^  ^^  ^^_^^  ennching  one  portion 


i  to  form  one,  and  that    tern  without  seein, 


, 0--     -     •  ,  '  \  , ,     j„j  „^  „c  tn  furm  one  and  tiat  tern  wiinoui  seeniiT  iiiiiL  uu  v\a^  ciiiii^miis  ^^^  j^^. ...... 

the  two  partes  ^d  blended  so  ^  »  f"fi7^,™/^3^fdo  to  of  the  country  at^the  expense  of  tlie  other;  corrupting 

I  owed  to  ;']f  ""«ed  pa  ty  as  much  h^emy  as  alienating  the  other;  and,  finally,  dividing 

that  to  which  I  excliisive  J  brfmged    even  on  m         P  ^  ^,,^,^„i      i^^^  ,=^„          ,  hostile  interests,  whirri 


position,  no  conception  ot  party  fWehty  could  have  con 
trolled  my  course  on  the  present  occasion.  1  am  no 
among  those  who  pay  no  regard  to  party  obligations, 
on  till  contrary,  I  place  fidehty  to  parly  among  the 
political  virtues,  but  I  assign  it  to  a  hmiled  sphere.  1 
confine  it  to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all  questions 
involving  principles,  or  measures  calculated  to  aHect 
motorlnlT.,  thp  nprmanent  interests  ot    the  country,   1 


materially  the  permanent  interests 

look  only  to  God  and  country.  ,^   ,  , 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  my  present  pohtical  position,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistalte  hereafter.  I  belong  to  the  old 
republican  state  rights  party  of  '98.  To  that,  and  that 
alone,  I  owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I  shall  stand  through 
every  change  in  spite  of  every  difficulty.  Its  creed  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  and  Virginia 
resolutions  and  report,  and  its  policy  is  to  confine  the 
acrion  of  this  government  within  the  narrowest  limiis 
compatible  with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  states, 
and  the  objects  for  which  the  union  was  expressly 
formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shal  support  a  who 
support  its  principles  and  policy,  and  oppose  all  who 
oppose  them.  I  have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give, 
the  administrarion  a  hearty  and  sincere  support  on  the 
great  quesrion  now  under  discussion;  because  1  regarcl 
it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed  and  pohcy,  and 
shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  sustain  them  under 
the  great  responsibility  which  they  have  assumed.  But 
let  me  tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  sustaining 
them  than  myself,  that  the  danger  which  threatens 
them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another  quarter.  This  mea- 
sure will  tend  to  uphold  them,  if  ihev  stand  fast  and  ad- 
here to  it  with  fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know 
where  the  danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  I  said,  years  ago,  that  we 
were  commitring  an  error  the  reverse  of  the  great  and 
dangerous  one  that  was  committed  in  1323,  and  to 
which  we  owe  nur  present  difficulties,  and  all  we  have 
since  experienced.  Then,  we  raised  tlie  revenue  great- 
ly, when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  reduced  by 
the  discharge  of  the  public  debi;  and  now,  we  have 
doubled  the  disbursements,  when  the  revenue  is  rapidly 
decreasing;  an  error,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to 
the  country,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous  mea- 
sures be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those  in  power. 
The  country  will  not,  and  ought  not,  to  bear  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  debt,  beyond  what  may  be  temporarily 
necessary  to  meet  the  present  embarrassment,  and  any 
attempt  to  increase  the  duties  must  and  ought  to  prove 
fatal  to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  its  the  expendi- 
tures may,  by  economy  and  accountability,  be  brought 
within  the  hmits  of  the  revenue. 

But  the  senator  did  not  confine  his  attack  to  my  con- 
duct and  motives  in  reference  to  the  present  question. 
In  his  eagerness  to  weaken  the  cause  1  support,  by  de- 
stroying confidence  in  me,  he  made  an  indiscriminate 
attack  on  my  intellectual  faculties,  which  he  characteriz- 
ed as  metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  much  of  genius,  and 
too  litttle  common  sense,  and  of  course  wanfing  a  sound 
and  practical  judgment. 

Mr.  President,  according  to  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed  with  supe- 
rior mental  faculties  ought  to  be  more  caiUious  than  lo 
reproach  those  with  their  deficiency  to  whom  Provi- 
dence has  been  less  liberal.  The  faculties  of  our  mind 
are  the  immediate  gift  of  our  Creator,  for  which  we  are 
no  farther  responsible  than  for  their  proper  cultivation, 
according  to  our  opportunities,  ami  i  i'  r  ,1  s"  '  ;il'pli- 
cation  to  control  and  regulate  our  ;i'i  1  i;ijk- 

ing,  I  trust  Ishallbethe  last  toassiuii'  ii  uiy 

part,  or  reproach  any  one  with  iiili..  n:;.  ■•':  li:?;  but 
those  who  do  not  regard  the  rule,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  observed  when  applied  to  them- 
selves. The  critic  must  expect  to  be  cnticized,  and  he 
who  points  out  the  faults  of  others,  lo  have  his  own 
pointed  out. 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  senator  the  charge  of  being 
metaphysical.  I  cannot  accufe  him  of  possessing  the 
powers  of  analysis  and  generalization,  those  high  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  (called  metaphysical  by  those  who  do 
not  possess  them)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into 
their  elemenst  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist  in 
tlie  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the  bodies  that 
surround  us  in  the  material  world;  and  without  which 
those  deep  and  hidden  causes  which  are  in  conslant 
action,  and  producin"  such  mighty  changes  in  the  con- 
diiion  of  society,  would  operate  unseen  and  undetecled. 
The  absence  of  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is  con- 
spicuous throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  senator's 
public  life.  To  thisitmay  be  traced  that  he  prefersihe 
spacious  to  the  soUd,  and  the  plausible  to  the  true.  To 
the  same  cause,  combined  with  an  ardent  temperament, 
it  is  owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some  pop- 
ular anti  favorite  measure  which  he  whips  along,  cheer- 
ed by  shouts  of  the  multitude,  and  never  dismounts  till 
Jie  has  rode  it  dovim.  Thus,  at  one  time,  we  find  him 
mounted  on  the  protecfive  system,  which  he  rode  down; 
at  another,  on  internal  improvement;  and  now  he  is 
mounted  on  a  bank,  which  will  surely  share  the  same 
fate,  unless  those  who  are  immediati.'ly  iiiien  sled  shall 
stop  him  in  his  headlong  crreer.  Il  i.s  not  the  fault  of 
his  miud  to  seize  on  a  few  promineni  and  .<itiikmg  ad- 
vantages and  to  pursue  them  eagerly  without  looking  to 
consequences.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem, he  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of  manuTac- 
turcp,  and,  bejieving  that  liigh  duties  was  the  proper 


the  community  into  two  great  . 

terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  system  itself,  bo, 
now,  he  looks  only  to  uniform  currency  and  a  bank  as 
a  means  of  securing  it,  without  once  reflectiu"  how  far 
the  banking  system  has  progressed,  and  the  diificuUies 
that  impede  its  farther  progress;  that  bankiiig  and  pol- 
itics are  runni.ng  together  to  their  mutual  destruction; 
and  that  the  only  pos.sible  mode  of  saving  his  favonte 
system  is  to  separate  it  from  the  government. 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  the  senator 
attributes  to  me,  I  make  no  reply.  It  is  for  others,  and 
not  me,  to  determine  the  portion  of  understanding 
which  it  has  pleased  the  author  of  my  being  to  bestow 
on  me.  It  is,  however,  fortuna'e  for  me,  that  the  stan- 
dard by  which  I  shall  be  judged  is  not  the  false,  preui- 
diced,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  unfounded  opinion  which 
the  senator  has  expressed,  but  my  acts.  They  furnish 
materials,  neither  few  nor  scant,  to  form  ajust  estinnate 
of  my  mental  faculties.  I  have  now  been  more  than 
twenty-six  years  continuously  in  the  service  of  this  go- 
vernment, in  various  starions,  and  have  taken  paft  in 
almost  all  the  great  questions  which  have  agitated  this 
country  during  this  long  and  important  period. 
Throughout  the  whole  I  have  never  followed  events, 
but  have  taken  my  stand  in  advance,  openly  and  free- 
ly, avowing  my  opinions  on  all  (luesfions,  and  leaving 
it  to  time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  my 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  often,  and  on  great  ques- 
dons,  separated  from  those  with  whom  I  usually  acted, 
and  if  I  am  really  so  defective  in  sound  and  pracnc^al 
judgement  as  the  senator  represents,  the  proof,  if  to  be 
found  any  where,  must  be  found  in  such  instances,  or 
where  I  have  acted  on  my  sole  responsibility.  Now,  I 
ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of  the  kind  is  such 
proof  to  be  found.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  the  senate  all  such;  but  that  you,  sena- 
tors, may  judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due,  in  justice  to 
myself,  that  I  should  suggest  a  few  of  the  most  promi- 
nent, which  at  die  lirae  were  regarded  as  the  senator 
now  considers  the  present;  and  then,  as  now,  because, 
where  dutv  is   involved,  I  would  not  submit  to  party 


country.  If  I  am  deficient  in  the  quahties  which  the 
senator  attributes  to  me,  here  in  thismass  of  detail  and 
business  it  ou^ht  to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this 
to  make  gooclhis  charge? 

From  the  war  department  I  was  transferred  to  the 
chair  wliich  you  now  occupy.  How  I  acquitted  mypelf 
in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  I  leave  it  to  the  body  to 
decide,  without  adding  a  word.  The  station,  from  its 
leisure,  gave  me  a  good  opportunity  tostudy  the  genius 
of  the  prominent  moasure  of  the  day,  called  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  soon  perceiv- 
ed where  its"  errors  lay,  and  how  it  would  operate.  1 
clearly  saw  its  desolaring  effects  in  one  section,  and 
corrupring  influence  in  the  other;  and  when  I  saw  that 
it  could  not  be  arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own 
state,  and  a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to 
destroy  our  insututions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
broui'lit  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me  down  to  the 
present  times,  and  where  passions  and  prejudices  are 
yet  too  strong  to  make  m  appeal,  with  any  prospect  of 
a  fair  and  impariial  verdict.  I  then  transfer  this  and- 
all  my  subsequent  acts,  including  the  present,  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  confidence  that  noth- 
ing will  be  founcl  in  what  I  have  said  or  done,  to  im- 
peach my  mtegrity  or  understanding. 

I  have  now,  senators,  repelled  the  attacks  on  me.  I 
have  settled  the  account  and  cancelled  the  debt  be- 
tween me  and  my  accuser.  I  have  not  sought  this  con- 
troversy, nor  have  I  shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I 
have  acted  on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  continue, 
which  rests  with  the  senator,  I  shall  throughout  contin- 
ue so  to  act.  I  know  too  well  the  advantage  of  my  po- 
sition to  surrender  ii.  The  senator  commenced  the 
controversy,  and  it  is  but  right  that  he  should  be  respon- 
sible for  the  direction  it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  his  de- 
termination what  it  mav,  I  stand  prepared  to  meet  him. 


trammel 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION — SENATE. 

May  10.  Air.  Webster  rose,  and  said  that,  a  few 
days  ago,  one  of  the  honorable  members  froiii  Maine 
presented  ceilain  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  of 
Maine  upon  the  important  subject  of  the  northeast- 
ern boundary.     It  is  "    '  ' 


prally  known  (said  Mr.  W.) 


I  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  my  public  life,    that  the   ccmmonwealthol  Massachusetts  hasadeep 

stake  in  this  question,  and  her  lef,'islaliire  IS  sensibly 
alive  to  its  importance,  and  toils  present  state,  as  a 
question  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
England.  During  its  late  session,  the  subject  was 
rcfiTrred  lo  a  commiltee  of  the  legislature,  and  a  re- 
port made,  which  I  think  a  yeiy  able  and  satisfacto- 
ry exposition  of  the  matter  in  controversy.  On 
this  report,  the  leo;ishlure  adopted  sundry  resolu- 
tions; and  I  now  present  both  the  report  and  the 
resolutions,  and  propose  that  they  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  senators. 

It  is  my  purpose,  sir,  when  the  subject  shall  be 
called  lip,  as  I  understand  it  will  be  in  a  few  days, 
to  say  sometfiing  upon  it.  The  honorable  member 
from'Maine  will  naturally  take  a  lead  on  this  sub- 
ject, so  far  as  any  thing  is  to  be  said  or  done  here; 
but  I  ]iropose  also  to  fake  some  little  part,  for  the 


the  war  session,  as  it  was  usually  called,  of  1812,  when 
I  first  took  my  seat  in  the  other,  house,  a  young  man, 
without  experience  to  guide  me,  and  I  shall  select,  as 
the  first  instance,  the  navy.  At  iHat  time  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  party  to  which  I  was  strongly  attached 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  this  important  arm  of  ser- 
vice. It  was  considered  anti-republican  to  support  it; 
but  acting  with  my  then  distingui.shed  colleague,  Mr. 
Cheves,  who  led  the  way,  I  did  not  hesitaie  to  give  it  my 
hearty  support,  regardless  of  party  ties.  Does  this  in- 
stance sustain  the  charge  of  the  senator? 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  the  restrictive  system  of  that 
day!  ihe  embargo,  the  non-importation  and  non-inter- 
course acis.  Tnis,  too,  was  a  par:y  measure,  which 
had  been  long  and  warmly  contested,  and  of  course 
the  Unes  of  party  well  drawn.  Young  and  inexperi- 
enced as  I  was,  Isaw  its  defects  and  resolutely  opposed 
it,  almost  alone  of  my  party.  The  second  or  third 
speech  I  made,  after  I  took  my  seat,  was  in  open  de- 
nunciation of  the  system;  and  I  may  refer  to  the  grounds 
I  then  assumed,  the  truth  of  which  have  been  confirm- 
ed by  time  and  experience,  with  pride  and  confidence. 
This'  will  scarcely  be  selected  by  the  senator  to  make 
good  his  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Mr.  Dallas's 
bank  of  1314-1815.  That  too,  was  a  party  measure. 
Banking  was  then  comparatively  but  litrte  understood, 
and  it  may  seem  astonishing  at  this  time,  that  such  a 
project  should  ever  have  received  any  countenance  or 
support.  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of  $50,000,000, 
to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what  was  called  then  the 
war  stocks;  that  is,  the  public  debt  created  in  carrying 
on  the  then  war.  It  was  provided  that  the  bank  should 
not  pay  specie  during  the  war,  and  for  three  years  af- 
ter its  termination,  for  carrying  on  which  it  was  to  lend 
the  government  the  funds.  In  plain  language,  the  go- 
vernment v,-as  to  borrow  back  its  own  credit  from  the 
bank,  and  pay  to  the  institution  six  per  cent,  for  its  use. 
I  had  scarcely  ever  before  seriously  thought  of  banks  or 
hanking,  but  I  clearly  saw  throngli  the  operation,  and 
the  danger  to  the  government  and  country,  and,  regard- 
less of  party  lies  or  denunciations,  I  opposed  and  defeat- 
ed it  in  the  manner  I  explained  at  the  extra  session.  I 
then  subjected  myself  to  the  very  charge  which  the  sen- 
ator now  makes,  but  time  has  done  me  justice,  as  it 
will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instance,  I  come  down  to 
my  administration  of  the  war  department  where  I  act- 
ca  on  my  own  judgement  and  responsibility.  It  is 
known  to  all,  that  the  department  at  the  time,  was  per- 
fectly disorganized,  with  not  much  less  than  $50,000,CKX) 
of  outstantiing  and  unsetded  accounts,  and  the  srrca'est 
confusion  in  every  branch  of  service.  Thoiigli  with- 
out experience,  I  prepared,  shortly  after  I  went  in,  the 
bill  for  its  organization,  and  on  its  passage  I  drew  up 
the  body  of  rules  for  carrying  the  act  into  execution, 
both  of  which  remain  substantially  unchanged  to  this 
day.  Afler  reducing  the  outstanding  accounts  to  a  few 
millions,  and  introducing  order  and  accoiintabilily  in 
evciy  branch  of  service,  and  bringing  down  ihe  expen- 
diture of  Ihe  army  from  four  to  two  and  a  half  milljons 
annually,  without  subtracting  a  single  comfort  from 
either  officer  or  soldier,  I  lefi  the  department  in  a  con- 
dition that  might  well  be  compared  to  the  best  in  any 


true  question  existing  between  the  two  countries, 
and  its  great  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  states 
concerned.  It  has  become  indispensably  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  two  houses  of  congress 
should  be  induced  to  give  to  the  subject  their  imme- 
diate and  serious  attention. 

Mr.  IVilliams  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to-morrow  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  survey  of  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

Mr.  Bjiclmnan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  nniversily  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  con- 
gress to  grant  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  that 
institution,  and  to  others  of  a  similar  character  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  cause  of  education, 
and  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands;  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Several  petitions,  memorials,  &c.  were  presented 
and  appropiiatly  referred. 

A  messao'e  was  received  from  the  president  ofthe 
United  StaTes,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buien,  his  pri- 
vate secretary, "representing  the  treasury  to  be  al- 
most wholly 'destitute  of  available  means,  and  re- 
commending the  prompt  passage  of  some  measure  of 
relief  by  congress,  and  especially  an  aulhority  for 
the  secretary  ofthe  treasury  to  reissue  the  $10- 
000,000  of  treasury  notes  authorized  by  congress  at 
the  extra  session.  The  message  was  accompanied 
by  a  report  made  to  the  executive  by  thethe.'ecretary 
of  the  treasury,  giving  the  details  of  the  embarass- 
inents  ofthe  treasury.  Both  documents  were  read, 
referred  to  the  commiltee  on  finance,  and  ordered  lo 
be  printed.     [For  the  message  8j.c.  see  page  17.3.] 

The  Vice  PccsiWe/if  presented  from  Ihe  war  de- 
partment, in  puisuance  of  a  senate  resolution  of 
March  oOlli,  a  report  ofthe  commissioner  of  Indian 
afl'airs  on  the  subject  of  money  allowed  to  the  Indi- 
ans.    Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AV/cs,  Ihe  committee  on  the  li- 
brary were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  was 
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inp;  now  due  to  Hozukiali  Orcutt  for  the  bust 
I'  justice  Ellsworth,  and,  if  so,  to  bring  in  a 
his  reliif. 

Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
11  liad  been  referred  two  senate  resolutions  re- 
i  to  liifht-houscs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject 
h  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 


iMr,  Rives  cave  notice  that  he  should  to  morrow, 
i\sl;  Uave  to  introdude  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  ma- 
riiii'  cops. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  readin;;,  the  bill 
to  cciiislrnct  a  hos|iitjl  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
Mr.  Niles  spoke  brielly  against  the  hill,  but  inaudi- 
ble to  the  reporter,  fljr.  Wiwiic  spoke  in  reply  to 
Mr.  iS'iles,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

I'Mr.  Morris  argued  at  some  length  against  the 
:o;i*lilutional  power  of  congress  to  pass  the  bill  on 
the  L;>rieral  ground  that  they  had  no  power  to  make 
appripriations  in  the  District  for  local  purposes. 
Mr.  Bnclinnan  opposed  the  bill  exclusively  on  the 
;roiiiid  of  the  present  destitute  condition  of  the  trea- 
i'ii\ .  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  postpotied  to  the 
\\\-t'.  Monday  in  December,  next,  and  called  lor  the 
y  1^  and  navs  on  the  question,  which  were  order- 
ed. !\Ir.  fr/W/a/iti  spoke  in  favor  of  the  hill,  and  in 
ire|ily  to  ftlr.  Niles,  who  had  made  a  statement 
whicli  he  thought  incorrect.  Mr.  CalUonn  opposed 
th.' hill,  both  on  the  ground  of  its  constitutionality 
ami  rxperiiency. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  day  of  the  next 
se-'^mn  by  the  following  vote: 

YE.\S"— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  B  ichanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  iViles,  Robinson.  Riig^'les,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 2;!. 

i\AYS— .Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  NorVell,  Pierce,  Freiilifs,  Pres- 
ton. Rives,  Roane,  Robhiiis,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swill, Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Web- 
ster, Williams,  Youns — 21. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given 
to  the  government  for  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
U.  States,  w.a"  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  tor  concurrence, 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  trea- 
sury notes.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  cnntiriue  the  corporate  exisleiice  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Bcnin-t  moieil,  as  a  suhslitute  for  the  bill,  to 
extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  ndined  therein 
(all  tlie  ba  dts)  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1S3.9,  pro- 
vided sairl  hanks  should  not  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  §5;  that  they  should  not  payout 
the  notes  of  non-sp-cie-paying  banks;  that  they 
should  redeem  all  their  notes  of  $5  when  required, 
after  the  Isl  of  July  next;  and  should  resume  spe- 
cie payment?  in  full  on  the  1st  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Roane  was  understood  to  speak  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
was. 

iMr.  Ilubbird  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
sent  an  amendment  of  his  own  to  the  table;  the  im- 
port of  which  was  developed  only  by  the  remark 
of  Mr.  H.  that  it  proposed  to  extend  farther  the 
exis!ing charters  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Tipton  sj)oke  with  much  eaniestnes?  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill  as  it  was.  He  said  it  had  been  pre- 
pared with  great  care  by  the  committee,  and  there 
would  be  danger  of  defeating  the  whole  measure  if 
it  shoijld  be  miterially  altered.  Five  months  of 
the  se.ision  were  gone,  this  measure  being  put  oil 
froin  time  to  time,  and  now  it  already  began  to  ht 
said  that  too  much  time  was  gone  for  this  bill  to 
pass.  Mr.  T.  spoke  feelingly  of  the  uncertainty 
and  distractions  produced  in  the  District  by  the  de- 
lays of  coniress  to  legislate  in  due  time  on  District 
concerns.  He  co.mmendedone  of  the  banks  as  be- 
inz  one  of  the  few  that  had  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments. 

Mr.  fiT/ii'g.W  said  he  hoped  we  should  not  post- 
pone this  question,  hut  act  on  it  at  this  time.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  senator  from  Indiana  in  re- 
gard to  one  of  the  banks  of  this  city — he  meant  the 
bank  that  had  been  paying  sp  cie  for  the  last  five 
or  six  months.  I  do  not  (said  Mr.  K.)  consider 
the  conduct  of  that  bank  any  more  meritorious 
than  the  others.  What  would  have  been  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  of  this  District  had  the  other 
banks  called  in  their  bills,  and  issued  none?  Why. 
sir,  many  of  the  citizens  would  have  been  banic- 
lupt;  they  would  not  have  had  a  circulating  medi- 
um for  the  transactinj  of  their  bnsin"ss,  and  of 
lourse  could  not  pay  the  demands  against  them. 
As  to  the  hanks  beins;  able  to  redeem  all  their  bills 
in  circulation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  that  fact. 
].et  tlie  people  [ny  a  small  part  of  what  they  owe 


the  hanks,  and  the  banks  will  he  able  to  redeem  all 
their  bills.  If  the  debtors  will  pay  ten  per  cent,  of 
what  they  owe  to  the  banks  in  i;old  and  silver  the 
banks  will  pay  all  their  paper  in  circulation  with- 
out the  least  delay;  but,  until  this  is  done,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  let  them  go  on  as  they  now  do;  the  public 
will  be  safe,  the  banks  will  sustain  the  business  of 
the  community,  and  no  loss  will  accrue  to  any  body. 
But  to  break  them  up,  and  compel  them  to  close 
their  business,  would  only  injure  the  men  and  busi- 
ness of  the  District,  and  do  no  good  to  others  — 
Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  the  better  course  would 
be  to  continue  their  juesent  charters  for  a  limited 
time,  which  may  be  done  by  striking  out  all  the 
amendment  ol  the  senator  from  Missouri  except 
the  first  clause,  and  alter  its  date  to  the  time  that 
shall  be  agreed  on.  and  this  is  all  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary at  this  lime.  The  banks  then  may  go  on, 
and  they  will  resume  sjiecie  payments  as  soon  as 
the  people  are  able  to  pay  theii'i.  I  i\ill  not  make 
the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  but  will  only 
suggest  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Bcnion  uttered  a  strong  and  earnest  condem- 
nation of  those  banks  which  had  resumed  specie 
payments.  They  liad  no  notes  out  of  their  own, 
and  were  helping  to  circulate  the  notes  of  other 
and  non-specie-paying  banks.  He  considered  ihem 
as  the  worst  and  most  culpable  of  all,  and  iMr.  B. 
was  not  to  he  bamboozled  by  any  such  pretence  of 
resuming  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Tiiilon  again  spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing these  banks  a  fair  opportunity  to  resume  with 
the  other  banks  of  the  country,  without  destroying 
themselves  and  distressing  the  community.  He  en- 
treated the  senate  not  to  give  this  bill  the  go-by, 
but  to  act  upon  it  promptly  and  drfinilivcly.  He 
expresseil  some  surprise  at  Mr.  B.'s  condemnation 
ol  specie-paying  banks. 

Mr.  Benton  reiterated  that  condemnation  in  strong 
and  unqualified  terms. 

Mr.  Grundy  com.nended  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, so  far  as  it  rerleemed  its  own  paper  when  it 
was  presented.  In  doing  this  it  only  fulfilled  its 
engagement;  and  it  was  uncertain  uiiether  it  was 
to  be  condemned  for  aiding  in  circnlalin^  the  bills 
of  other  banks.  If  it  did  it  in  the  course  of  its 
useful  and  necessary  business,  it  was  ^lill  in  the 
way  of  its  ilnty;  but  if  it  did  it  under  an  ensn^"- 
ment  to  benefit  other  banks  by  a  circulation  of  their 
notes,  it  was  highly  censurable.  Mr.G.  sptikealso 
in  favor  of  delaying  action  on  this  snl)jeet  till  con- 
gi-ess  could  see  whether  these  banks  would  actually 
tesiime  specie  payments.  He  was  wholly  opposed 
to  aclinj  at  all  at  this  time  en  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hiihbird  spoke  in  vindication  of  specie- 
paying  bank-',  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benton.  He  oppos- 
ed, also,  tlie  contimiarice  of  the  lianks  for  twenty 
years,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  advocated  their 
continuance  for  a  shorter  period,  fill  congress  should 
have  time  to  consider  and  determine  what  ought  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  IViIes  spoke  earnestly  against  the  hill,  as 
sanctioning  the  violation  of  law.  and  as  enlisting 
congr.'ss  nnderthe  bannerof  non-resumption,  which 
he  describi'd  as  already  triumphant  over  the  laws 
and  the  country. 

Mr.  D'lvis  spoke  in  opposition  to  all  measures  of 
delay  or  postponement  on  this  subject.  The  com- 
mittees of  this  house  and  the  other  had  examined 
the  condition  of  these  hanks,  and,  on  the  whole, 
liad  b-come  entirely  satisfied  that  they  were  ri^bt. 
If  congress  were  not  now  prepared  to  act,  Mr.  D. 
r.»gretted  it,  for  they  ought  to  be  prepared.  A  kind 
of  rod  in  pickle  had  for  some  time  been  hehl  over 
these  ban!;s,  and  it  had  operaled  to  produce  very 
ijreat  injury  to  the  banks  themselves,  and  through 
them  to  the  coininunily.  Restrictive  and  menacing 
propositions  had  been  made  in  coUL'ress  from  time 
to  time,  and  a  determination  had  been  expressed  to 
carrj'  them  into  etiect.  This,  of  itself,  hail  impos- 
ed restraint  upon  the  opera'ioiis  of  the  banks,  so  as 
to  prevent  their  alFording  the  necessary  lacilities 
for  business,  and  had  thus  distressed  and  embar- 
rassed l!ie  community,  and.  in  some  casis.  had  pro- 
duced bankruptcy.  Mr.  D.  also,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Benton,  vindicated  those  banks  which,  like  those  in 
his  own  state,  were  now  endeavoring  to  resume 
specie  payments. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  that  he  meant  his  remarks 
to  apply  only  to  those  banks  that  pretended  to  pay 
specie,  when  they  had  no  notes  in  circulation. — 
Such,  he  said,  was  the  case  with  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington; its  specie. payini;  was  a  hnmbng. 

Mr.  Davis  could  not  deny  that  it  was  so;  he  I  ad 
not  seen  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  in 
circulation;  but  he  insisted  that,  from  the  veiy  na- 
ture of  the  cas".  their  notes  could  not  circulate. 
They  would  be  immediately  relumed  upon  Ihem 
for  specie,  till  specie  should  be  at  par  with  paper, 
by  a  general  resumption. 


After  a  few  further  remarks  IVom  Mr.  Xilcs,  in 
favor  of  acting  on  high  legislative  principles,  with- 
out re:;ard  to  temporary  inconvenience,  ami  from 
Mr.  Davis,  in  reply,  the  amendments  or  substitutes 
of  Messrs.  Benton  and  Hubbard  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  .action  on  the  bill  was  infoimally 
suspended,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  7ii;f/,n/i„„,  who 
wished  to  examine  further  the  original  bill. 

The  senate  adjourned, alter  an  executive  session. 

Mai/Jl.  Alter  the  presentation  of  memorials, 
fic,  M.-.  Mouton,  on  have,  iiilroduced  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  iinpoited  in- 
to the  United  Stales  to  be  deposited  in  warehouses. 
Re:.d  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Rlr.  Hobbins.  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  din  cled  to  iiilbrm  the  senate,  as  soon 
as  priicticable,  of  the  amount  of  goods  imported 
jinto  the  United  Slates  from  May  1(1,  ia37,  to  .May 
,  III,  1.S3S,  and  also  the  amount  of  duties  received  in 
;lhe  same  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate was  directed  to  deliver  to  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  for  the  use  of  his  office,  a  copy  of  the 
I  documents  and  laws  on  the  public  lands,  published 
jby  Duff  Grei  n. 

'On  motion  of  Mr.  Preslun,  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  Hard  8c  I,oni;stieet  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  readini;. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Gale  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  ol  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mies  spoke  and  read  extracts  at  inncli  lencth 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  be  pleased  to  \o'e 
,  for  this  bill,  and  he  should  do  so  if  it  could  be 
I  brought  to  the  form  in  which  he  thought  it  om'ht 
to  be;  but  he  could  not  vote  lor  it  in  its  present 
jfonii.  He  would,  therefore,  otler  luo  or  llirre 
!  amendments,  which,  il  not  adopt,  d,  he  should  feel 
jConipellrd  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  B.  accordingly  moved  to  strike  out  the  se- 
cond section  of  (he  bill,  which  allows  to  each  of 
the  banks  a  capital  of  $3(K).0(I(I.  He  Ifoiielit  a 
$-:J,(100,0(m  bank  capital  Ihr  this   District  quite   too 

much,  niakins  a  direct  increase    of  ,<1. 21)0. 0(1(1. 

His  object  was  to  continue  the  capital  of  each  bank 
as  il  now  actually  was. 

Mr.  Jioanc  said  he  should  rest  sali-fir d  in  llie  end 
with  this  hill,  in  any  form  which  its  friends  n, in-lit 
think  proper  to  give  it.  But  he  w.as  opposed'to 
this  amendment.  It  vvas  the  design  of  the  commit- 
tee not  to  fix  the  capital  at  the  ainoui.t  aclnally  em- 
1  ployed,  but  to  give  room  lor  increase  in  ca.'e  the 
business  of  the  District  should  r,  quire  ll.in  ronee- 
qiience  of  the  expected  incr.  ase  ol  trade  with  the 
west.  But  Ihey  had  taken  it  fiir  granled  that  ibiie 
would  be  no  actual  increase  ol  ca|iital.  in, li  ss  the 
i  state  of  business  should  demand  it.  Mr.  R.  tlonght 
[it  very  important  that  the  contingent  privikge 
I  should  be  granted  to  each  bank,  of  increasing  its 
capital,  if  iKCessary,  to  <;.'>00,n00.  ' 

I  Mr.  Williams  was  understood  lo  speak  in  favor 
I  of  fixing  a  limit  suilahle  to  the  actual  capital,  leav- 
ing it  to  congress  hereafter  lo  extend  that  liinil  if  it 
1  should  he  found  nece.ssarv.  He  also  argued  in  fa- 
vor ol  allowing  all  individuals  in  a  coinii.unily  lo 
partake  equally  of  the  benefits  of  banking. 

Mr.  Htibhnrd  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the  se. 
cond  section,  and  modifying  it  .^o  as  lo  reduce  ("he 
capital  of  each  bank,  if  Ihonght  best,  from  $500,- 
000  to  S'.l.'J.^.oon  which  was  Ihe  present  actual  ca- 
pital of  Ihe  Bank  of  Washington. 

Mr.  King  sairl  he  happeni  d  to  be  chairman  of  (ho 
j  committee  appointrd  to  examine  into  the  condition 
jof  the  District  banks  at  thetime  (1S.-!.|)  when  some 
of  (hem  had  suspended  specie  payments.  He  was 
then  prejudiced  against  them,  and  therefore  was 
I  disposed  to  examine  w  ilh  gn  at  slriclness,  wliedier, 
:in  suspension,  they  had  been  subject  lo  any  impro- 
per inliuence,  and  the  crmniitlee  were  fully  satis- 
I  fied,  alter  examinali.m.  (hal  there  had  been  no  Mich 
I  inliuence;  they  (■,ad  done  all  they  coulil  to  continue 
I  specie  payments,  hut  had  been  "compelled  to  sns- 
jprnd  by  the  hanks  in  Paltiinore;  thry  bad  then  act- 
led  a  most  liimorahle  part,  by  giving  public  notice 
that  (hey  would  be  able  to  rideem  all  their  not.s, 
ami  calling  on  the  1, ciders  to  make  no  sacrifice  up- 
on them. 

Mr.  K.  also  stated  that  the  purclia.^e  of  Ihcirown 
stock  by  the  banks  had  been  done  in  an  honorable 
manner,  not  to  enrich  Ihem'elves.  but  they  had 
purchased  it  at  the  market  price  from  iiuliviilnals  in 
order  to  enable  thein  to  free  themselves  from  debt. 

Mr.  K.  also  argued  in  favor  of  eqnalizine  the  ca- 
pital among  the  diHerent  hanks,  if  it  should  be 
thought  best  to  reduce  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Hubbard,  who 
wished  Ihe  second  seclion  to  be  modified  so  as  to 
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equalize-  the  capital,  saiil  he  wished  the  old  stock 
ami  the  old  slocUhokleis  to  rf  main  as  they  were. 

Mr.  Diii-is  advocated  the  bill  Iti  il.^  original  form. 
He  thought  tie  couiinitlee  had  the  hest  irieans  of 
judging  uhat  was  best  for  the  District.  He  argued 
that  a  large  capital  was  both  belter  and  safer  for 
the  coinrjuinity;  that  the  danger  was  not  in  a  large 
capital,  hill  a  iaise  ciipilal;  tliat  it  was  belter  for  the 
coininuiiily  to  ha^e  banks  nnmerous  enongh  lo  ad- 
mit of  free  competilioM  in  their  eHbrts  loaccommo- 
diite  the  pnblie;  and  that  bank  slock  was  alintistdjn- 
variably  purchased  up  by  the  corporation,  lor  the 
exclusive  purpose  of  maintaining  its  rrerlit. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  thought  $1,000,11(11)  of  ca- 
pital snflicient  for  the  city  of  Washington  alone. — 
With  a  population  of  4(1,000,  and  without  much 
cominerce,  their  actual  capital  was  now  .*'94(),000. 

iVIr.  Merrick  expressed  much  regret  at  the  condi- 
tion which  ]\Ir.  Buchanan  had  attached  to  his  vole, 
and  lie  spoke  with  great  earnestness  in  favoi  ol  the 
original  bill.  He  argued  that  (he  amount  of  ca|)ital 
proposed  by  the  bill  was  not  equal  in  proportion  to 
the  capital  in  the  larger  cilics  of  ihe  country. 

Mr.  H'eb'^ler  said  he  was  rather  disposed  to  re- 
duce the  capilal.  if  it  could  be  properly  done;  but 
the  reduction  proposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan  would 
cause  very  great  inequality,  to  which  he  could  not 
agree. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  on  Ibis  point  by 
Messrs.  Williams,  Buchanan,  Merrick,  K'cis/fi- and 
Hubbard, 

Mr.  Buchanan,  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  leave 
the  second  section  in  the  bill,  and  to  amend  it  liy 
making  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Washington 
$33.1,000  to  be  divided  into  16,7.30  shares,  of  #-20 
dollars  each,  instead  of  a  capital  of  ,^.500,000,  di- 
vided into  25,000  shares  of  Ihe  same  amount. 

Mr.  Sovlhard  argued  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness,  chiefly  from  statistical  ilata, 
in  fnvor  of  the  bill  as  it  was.  He  also  commented 
on  the  ap(iarent  inconsistency  of  denouncing  baiik 
paper  as  bank  rags,  and  then  denouncing  the  banks 
foi  diav\ing  in  their  paper.  Mr.  Benton  spoke  at 
much  length,  parlly  in  reply,  but  mainly  on  the 
general  subject  of 'the  bill.  Mr.  SouUninl  showed 
that  b-,'the  actof  ISU  each  of  Ihese  banks  was  al- 
loweil'a  capilal  of  $.500,000.  This  bill,  therefore, 
proposed  no  increase  ol  capital. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  his  object  «  as  to  continue  the 
actual  capital  ol  Ihe  banks  as  they  now  were,  and 
as  they  had  themselves  made  them.  He  was  op- 
posed to  allowinij;  them  any  actual  increase  at  tills 
time. 

Mr.  B.'s  amendment,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Ciithbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hnbharrl,  King,  Knight, Linn,  Kumpkin.l^yon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conneclicnt.  Trotter, 
Wall,  Wiiite,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 2!>. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard. Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster — 12. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  fiirlher  lo  amend  the  bill, 
by  requiring  the  banks  lo  keep  an  amount  ofspecie 
in  their  vaults  equal  lo  one-ibtirlh  of  their  private 
deposites  as  well  as  of  their  circulation. 

Mr.  Wo«7i(?  e>:plairied  the  ground  on  which  the 
committee  had  required  specie  only  to  the  amount 
of  one  fourth  of  the  circulation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  argued,  from  the  practice  in  Eng- 
land and  other  places,  that  safety  required  specie  lo 
the  amount  proposed  by  his  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcnion,  who  expressed  a  desire 
to  obtain  some  additional  evidence  on  the  subject. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  12.  Several  memorials,  jietitions,  &c.  in 
reference  to  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  were 
presented  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  before  offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
taken  up,  and  modifi.?d  by  the  mover  to  the  follow- 
ing import: 

Rv.sohfA,  That  no  oi-;-'i  il  r. ■-:'-    ''.iii',   !n- 

vnte  claims  shall  be  \m  '  :i   !: -   i  i    ' 

senalc  afier  ihey  shall  I         '  ■  -       .   ,  ■  .   ,       i  ,i    ■ 

tees  and  reported  upon;  I:  n  iln  -■  <  .-  n  \  .  i  il;.  -n  t  .  , 
when  required,  shall  give  certified  c  ipj  -■'  cif  the  same, 
lur  tlie  same  fees  as  are  now  cliaricd  for  similar  duties 
in  tlte  .=tale  department;  which  fees  shall  he  pi  iced 
by  the  secretiiiy  to  the  credit  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  die  senate. 

Mr.  .S'emVr  objected  to  this  increase  of  duty  on 
the  part  oftli-  secretary,  withoutallowing him  any 
additional  compensation. 

Mr.  Hubbard  remarked  that  the  oversight  of  this 
was  one  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  secretary 
as  such,  for  which  he  received  a  regular  salary. 
He  would  of  course  be  authorized  to  employ 
another  clerk,  if  he  should  have  occasion  for  more 
assistance. 

Mr.  Clai/ton  suggested  the  propriely  of  furnishing 
the  copies   reqtiired  free  of  expense  to  the   with- 


dravvers,  as  they  had  heretofore  withdrawn  their 
original  papers  without  expense. 

Mr.  Hubbard  would  prefer  this  to  the  withdrawal 
jofthe  original  papers;  the  detention  of  which  he 
insisted  was  of  great  importance. 

Ml.  Davis  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  calculated  to  prevent  the  maturing  and  bol- 
stering of  fraiiilulent  claims.  He  believed,  if  the 
resolution  should  be  adopted,  very  few  copies  of 
the  papers  wnnld  be  called  for,  whether  or  not  any 
charge  for  them  should  be  made. 

The  resolution,  as  stated  above,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  ])re\'enl  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  treasury  notes,  and  other  obligations 
and  securilies  of  Ihe  government. 

Mr.  Preston  objected  strotigly  to  the  second  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  no  person  ac- 
cused shall  escape  conviction,  as  by  the  common 
law,  on  acount  of  the  mere  want  of  literal,  techni- 
cal or  formal  accuracy.  He  argued  that  this  prin- 
ciple of  the  common  law  often  rescued  the  inno- 
cent from  the  impeluofity  of  power,  and  he  was 
unwilling  that  this  principle  of  the  common  law 
shoiihl  in  this  way  be  invaded.  Mr.  IFo// staled 
that  this  principle  had  been  given  up  in  England 
and  in  this  country  to  a  coiisideiable  extent,  as  of- 
ten adbrding  an  escape  for  rouges.  Mr.  Preston 
said  it  was  better  that  ten  rouges  should  escape 
than  thai  one  innocent  person  shold  suller.  He  re- 
garded these  technicalilies,  difficulties,  and  delays 
in  prosecutions  as  among  the  entrenchments  of  li- 
berty which  he  was  unu  illing  to  abandon. 

On  inofionofMr.  Sm/M,  of  Indiana,  and  with  the 
assent  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  above  described  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  was  striken  out,  and  the  bill  so 
amended  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  lor  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hard  U  Longstreet  was 
read  a  Ihitd  time,  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  King 
and  Mr.  Morris,  as  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr. 
Preston,  also  by  Mr.  liobinson,  and  was  then  pas- 
sed without  division.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 
the  senate  held  a  short  executive  session.  Alter 
the  executive  session,  Mr.  Buchanan  (having  cal- 
led up  the  bill  for  that  purpose)  modified  his  mo- 
lion  ol  yesterday  in  regard  to  specie  in  the  bank  of 
Washington,  so  as  to  require  it,  after  the  1st  of 
January  next,  to  ha\  e  an  amount  of  specie  "equal 
lo  at  least  one-lburlh  of  its  circulation  and  acerase 
private  deposites,  excluding  Sjieci<il  deposiles." 
This  provision  is  of  course  designed  to  be  made 
general. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  \i.  Mr.  H'cis/er  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  citizens  of  Stoneham.  in  Massachusetts,  rela- 
tive to  the  Cherokee  treaty,  and  praying  congress 
not  to  enlorce  that  treaty. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  v-vas  evident  that  a  very  general 
feeling  existed  in  the  country,  that  injustice  had 
been  done  to  Ihe  Cherokees;  that  Ihe  treaty  was 
never  assented  lo  by  ihe  tiibe;  that  it  was  fonmled 
in  itijnstice,  and  obtained  by  fraud  and  bribery;  and 
that  is  due  lo  honor,  justice,  and  national  charac- 
ter, that  the  «hole  proceeditiff.i  should  be  leviscd, 
in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  equity,  anrl  all  done  that 
can  be  dene  lo  do  right  to  tliese  people.  He  fer- 
vently hoped  I  hose  who  had  the  power  over  the  ca?e 
would  give  their  immediate  and  serious  attention  lo 
the  subject. 

The  memorial  wns  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Tedf'ird  county,  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of 
Ihe  great  inconveidcnce  by  reason  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  general  post  office  department  requir- 
ing  the  payment  of  postage  to  be  made  in  specie; 
that,  owing  lo  the  scarcity  of  specie  now  in  circu- 
lation, there  is  not  a  sulhciency  to  be  obtained  for 
that  purpose;  and  that  all  the  small  change  in  spe- 
cie is  coiicentiated  in  the  post  office,  to  the  injury 
of  the  citizens  generally;  and  praying  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  compelling  the  postmasters  through- 
out the  United  Stales  to  receive  current  bank  notes 
in  payment  of  postage.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  ollice  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  McK.  also  tiresented  seven  memorials,  sign- 
ed by  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Pennsvlvania, 
remonstrating  against  carrying  into  elfect  Ihe  treaty 
of  New  Echoia.  made  with  the  Cherokee  Imlians. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  meinorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Montpelier.  Vermont,  remon- 
strating against  the  execution  of  Ihe  Cherokee  trea- 
ty.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sivift  presented  tbepelilioti  of  AndrewNor- 
ton.     Riderred. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  Ihe  petilinns  of  Benjamin 
F.  Potts  and  ai.olher  imiividnal.     Referred. 

Mr.  Williams  a:ked  leave,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  to  introduce  a  hill  foi  Ihe  survey  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  W.  accompanied  his  motion   for    leave    by  a  I 
history  of  the  circumstances  to  which  the  hill  (ac-t 
cording  with  the  treaty  on  which  the  United  States'' 
rely )  owed  its  origin,  and    made  some   remarks  in 
favor  of  its  passage,  speaking,  in  all,  about  an  hour 
and  a  half. 

Mr.  Webster  sairl  he  had  already  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  say  something  on  this  subj.ct,  but  he  would 
prefer  another  occasion.  With  the  consent  of  the 
senator  fi'om  Maine,  he  would  therelore  now  move  ' 
to  lay  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  on  this  1 
subject  on  the  table  for  the  present,  wilh  a  view  to 
call  it  up  in  a  day  or  two.  Mr.  Williams'  motion 
for  leave  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  S3.\A  that  since  he  had  last  address- 
ed the  senate  on  this  subject,  he  had  received,  in  ; 
more  formal  shape,  the  resolnlions  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  which  he  v\ould  now  present,  and  move 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed;  w  hich  was  done  accordingly. 

Attached  to  Ihe  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  legislature,  on  the  subject  of  Ihe 
nortlteastern  boundary,  were  two  maps  relating  to 
the  same  subject;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, were  oriU  red  lo  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  Ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Vespasian  Ellis  was  taken  uji,  amended,  and  oider- 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consiileration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  arrend- 
ment,  requiring  ti.e  Bank  of  Washiiiirton  to  keep 
an  amonnt  of  specie  equal  to  one-fourth  of  its  c" 
culation  and  of  Ihe  average  amount  of  its  private 
deposites.  excluding  special  deposiles,  Mr.  Wf6- 
s/ey  said,  in  relation  lo  this  amendment,  and  to  all 
similar  propositions,  lli;il  it  \mw  Ihi  ir  object  to  cre- 
ate a  certain  relation  belwei  n  sj  i  eie  in  the  banks 
and  the  debts  of  Ihe  banks  a^  si  own  by  Ihe  amoi 
of  their  private  deposites,  which,  in  his  opinion,, 
was  not  the  true  one;  and  could  not  be  regarded  so 
much  as  a  security  that  the  banks  would  pay  all 
their  debts,  as  for  another  purpose.  Banks  might 
have  a  very  large  amount  of  specie  in  proportion 
to  their  deposites  and  circulation,  and  yi  I  not  be 
able  lo  pay  their  debts,  and  vice  versa.  The  amount 
of  specie  in  banks  was  lo  some  extent  a  security 
for  their  soundness;  hut  Mr.  W.  thought  the  prima- 
ry object  of  it  was  or  ought  lo  he  lo  require  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  specie  to  be  always  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks,  to  prevent  an  excessive  issue  of  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  mitch  length  in  favor  of  the 
largest  proportion  between  Ihe  specie  in  the  banks 
and  all  their  liabilities,  and  moved  to  strike  the 
word  "  private"  from  Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment. 

Ml.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  endeavor  to  make  model  banks  of  the  small  banks 
in  this  District.  If  Mr.  B.  were  at  home,  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  acting  on  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  of  having  one  dollar  in  s|)ecie  for  every 
three  of  their  circulation  and  deposites.  But  he 
thought  the  rule  too  severe,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, for  the  banks  of  this  District,  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment.  Mr.  Ben- 
ton's amendment  was  lost — Ayes  13.  noes  15. 

Mr.  Webster  s^nii\  he  was  convinced,  by  his  own 
observations  and  those  of  others,  that  the  Bank  of 
England  had,  on  this  subject,  acted  on  an  errone- 
ous principle.  Experience  had  shown  fully  that 
the  mere  convertibilitv  of  bank  paper  was  no  abso- 
lute security  for  the  soundness  and  safely  of  the 
bank.  What  then  was  the  security?  He  thought 
the  only  reasonable  and  perpetual  security  was  to 
maintain  a  direct  relation  between  the  specie  in 
the  banks  and  their  circulation,  and  this  was  much 
less  a  security  that  the  debts  of  the  banks  would  be 
all  paid,  than  as  a  security  that  Ihe  issues  of  paper 
would  not  run  beyond  a  certain  liinit. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  o(  Mr. 
Buchanan's  amendment,  and  argued  that  banks 
were  just  as  much  bound  to  redeein  their  general 
deposites  as  their  bills  in  circulation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  spoke  in   reply   to  Mr.   Webster, 
urging   that    although   the    amenilment  would  not 
pro\  ide  absolute  security  that  Ihe  hanks   would  be 
able  to  pay  their  ilebts,  it   would    yet    tend    to    in-  ■ 
crease  that  security. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  arcned  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment  from  statistical  premises  relating  lo  the  pro-  ; 
portion  of  the  specie  and  liabilities  of  banks  in  va-  j 
rious  states.  , 

Mr.  Rives  spoke  at  much  lenffth.  and  with  great 
earnestness,  in  favor  of  something  more  indulgent 
than  this  amendment,  to  the  hanks  in  this  Dislrict," 
or  rather  to  the  people. themselves,  for  whose  bene- 
fit alone  they  were  orouirht  to  he  legislalintr.  He 
showed,  from  statistics  cninpibd  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
that  in  1829,  when  banks  and   banking   were   re- 
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riled  as  in  a  hiijh  state  o(  security,  Ihe  propor- 
n  ot  sp^'Cie  to  notes  anil  ileposiles  was  Car  below 
lat  «as  inoposeit  by  litis  anieniluieiit.  He  also 
)wecl,  by  a  report  ol'  Samuel  Jones  Lloyd,  that 
the  case  of  tlje  Bank  ol  IJnijlaiid,  thouiih  it  pro- 
sed to  have  one  in  specie  lor  three  ii  liabilities 
ileposites  and  currency,  yet  the  average  actual 
)portion  was  only  as  one  to  ei^ht.  Mr.  R.  was 
favor  of  high  sicurily  in  this  respect,  but  he 
shed  to  make  it  practicable  in  fact  as  well  as  in 
V.  , 

Mr. -Bue/innuii spoke  ill  reply  to  Mr.  Rives,  and 
niestlv  in  favor  of  his  aiiiendinent.  He  was  un- 
lliligto  be  guided  in  legislation  by  these  g-eiieral 
:ts,  resulting  Iroin  a  strong  ilesire  of  profit  by 
tikin^.  He  mentioned  several  stales  in  which 
!  present  average  was  the  same  or  nearly  the 
me  as  that  proposed  by  his  amendment.  The 
lend.nent,  he  maintained,  was  a  praclicable  pro- 
«ilit>n,  lor  the   banks,  though  desirous    to  make 

•  bc.-l  bargain  they  could,  would  gladly  receive 
Mr  charters  even  with  this  provision. 

Without  any  fuither  action,  the  senate  adjourned. 
•Mity  13.  -  The  i'ke  President  presented  a  report 
in  tin-  treasurv  department,  in  pui-suance  ol  a  sen- 
■  resolulionof'the  yih  iMaich  last,   in   relation  to 

•  clerks  employed  in  that  department.     Laid  on 
Is  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Duvis  presented  the  memorial  of  Jacob  Cum- 

aud  otiiers,  ciiixens  of  Southboro',  iNIassachu- 
seltiiig  lorth  their  reasons  lor  believing  the 
■aly  witli  llie  Cherokees  to  be  illegal,  and  prayin.;, 
said  treaty  is  enforced,  it  may  be  done  with  liu- 
inity. 

Also  the  memorial  ol  David  Daffgett  and  439  olh- 
of  .Vew  Haven,  in  the  state  ol  tonnecticut,  set- 
g  lorlh  their  belief  that  the  Cherokees  never  as- 
led  Id  the  treaty  of  New  Ecliola,  and  praying 
It  the  honor  of  tne  nation  may  :;ot  be  stained,  and 
ibiitiou  of  he.iveii  provoked,  by  enloicing  the 
nditioijs  of  ihat  instrument  against  the  will  ol  the 

Also  a  hke  memorial  of  27  citizens  of  H.uiiden, 

innecticiit. 

Also  a  like  memorial  of  72  citizens  of  Durham, 

iimecticut. 

Mr.  Duvis  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 


Ur 


:  county.  New  York,  upon  Ihe  same  sub 


bill  delayed,  ispeciallv  as  the  greater  poriioii  of  the 
inliinnarion  called  lor'by  the  re>oliitioii,  and  all  thai 
was  p  operanilof  any  real  impoitaiice,  was  already 
on  the  table  of  the  senate.  Mr.  R.  spoke  with  strong 
disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the  resolution  which 
called  for  an  exaininalioii  into  the  private  allJiirs  ol 
the  banks  in  their  dealings  willi  ii.dividiL  Is.  It  eoiild 
not  be  ina.le  w  ithout  a  violation  ol  llie  l.ii;h  priiici- 
I'les  i'(  moraliiy. 

The  resolution  was  consequently  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble for  to-day,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tlie  bills  10  prevent  the  eoiinlerfeilinir  of  treasury 
lies,  and  for  tile  relief  Vespasian  Ellis,  were  several- 
ly read  a  third  lime  and  jiassed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
conlinue  Ihe  eorpoia'e  existence  of  the  banks  in 
Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  liuclianan's  amend- 
ment to  require  the  banks  lo  retain  an  amount  of 
specie  equal  to  their  circulalion  and  to  Ihe  average 
amount  of  their  private  dejiosiles,  excluding  S])ecial 
deposites. 

Mr.  iN'i/c.i  spoke  a  long  time  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  leply  to  Mr.  Rives'  remarks  of  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Knight  said:  The  senator  from  Connecticut  is 
for  protecting  the  people  against  extraordinary  .is- 
sues of  bank  paper.  So  am  I.  It  is  for  the  prolec- 
lion  of  the  people  in  tiieir  business  concerns  tliat  I 
sliall  vote  against  this  amendment.  I  consider  it 
best  to  take  the  circulalion  only  as  the  rule  to  govern 
the  specie,  and  not  the  deposiles,  and  circulation,  as 
proposed  by  the  aineiidiuenl.  If  we  inclurie  the  dc. 
posites  also,  it  will  cause  sucli  a  lluctiialion  in  the 
business  of  the  banks  as  to  operate  on  the  merchants 
and  others  owing  and  doing  business  with  Iheni. — 
Every  additional  deposite  will  disturb  the  relalions 
of  Ihose  whose  bu>iness  is  connected  with  these  in- 
stitutions. We  all  know  that  every  bank  lias  ac- 
counts with  merchants  whose  daily  business  chan- 
ges their  situation  in  regard  lo  deposites  in  the  bank, 
and  by  the  cliange  of  liieir  accounts  the  proporlioi 
of  the  deposites  and  circulation  are  distiiibed  also, 
making  it  almost  impossible  lor  Ihe  banks  to  pre- 
vent calling  on  their  customers  in  a  manner  that  wouH 
proven'  all  reliance  for  accommodalion  on  the  banks. 
It  is  well  known  that  most  banks  have  a  general  rule 
in  regard  to  the  payinenis  on  notes  tailing  due.  Some  I  port  adverse  to   the   r- 


Mr.  McKean  also  presented  remonstrances  on  the 

ne   subject   Iroin   citizens  ol  Pennsylvania.     All 

d  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  here  rose  and  said   lie   held  in  his 

nd  a  letter  Iroin  John  Ridge,  a  lull  blooded  native 
okee,  which  contained  much  interesting  inlor- 

itioii  111  relation  to  the  true  condition  ol  Ihe  Chero- 
.110  h.id   emigrated  west  of  the   Mississippi, 

I  asked  that  the  letter  might  be  read.  JNo  objec- 
viiig  been  made,  he  read  the  letter  and  then 
d  Ihe  senate  for  their  indulgence,  &c.     Mr. 


lereiice;  the  bills  in  ciiciilalion  must  be  fir;l  paid  out 
of  the  assets  or  elkcls  of  the  bank.  They  have  a 
lien,  by  la  <,  on  the  ellicts  of  the  bank,  belOie  all 
others.  The  banks  of  that  state,  as  a  general  ave- 
rage, issue  about  three  of  paper  lo  one  of  specie  in 
their  vaiills.  Tliere  may  be,  nt  times,  some  varia- 
tion, but  that  IS  very  near,  «9  a  general  rule. 

If  this  aineiidmei'il  s:  oiild  not  be  cu  rii  d,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  move  to  sirike  out  the  une-lonith 
part,  and  insert  one-lliiid,  or  one-hull  us  shall  he 
thoiighl  best,  if  the  piinciple  of  circula  ion  only 
should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Mies  spoke  brietly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  /jVh/oh  spoke  at  coiisidci  utile  h  nglh  in  liivor 
of  Ihe  ainendiueiit,  or  sonu'lhiii;;  yet  more  rigid. 

Mr.  UiM.iiil  spoke  luielly  against  the  ah.eiMlincnf, 
anil  said  he  would  rulher  increase  the  propoilion  of 
specie  lo  the  circulalion,  than  to  fix,  as  by  Ihe  amend- 
ment, a  part  of  the  proporlion  on  Ihe  deposites. 

Mr.  Jllen,  on  account  ol  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, and  wilh  a  view  to  obtain  the  inloiiiialion 
called  lor  by  his  lesolulion,  moved  to  lay  Ihe  bill  oil 
the  table.    'Negatived  as  Udlows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Biovvn,  CI.iv,  of 
Alabama,  Ciilhbert,  Eiilton,  Grundy.  Moiri>.  ^lles, 
Norvell,  llobiiison.  Smith,  ol  Coiiiiecticnl,  Sliange, 
Trotter,  Williams— l.j. 

N.\YS.— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kenlurky.  Cl.iylon, 
Crilleiiilen,  Davis  Hubbard,  King,  Knighl,  Lump- 
kin, JMouton,  Nicholas,  I'ierce,  Pienllss,  I'leston, 
Rives.  Roane,  Riiggles,  Sevier,  Smilli,  of  Indiana, 
Speiice,  Tallinadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 

Mr.  Roane,  as  no  one  appeared  dc-sirous  lo  spc  ak, 
expressed  his  willingness  to  delay  tiie  vote  on  Mr. 
Buchanan's  amendmendineiit  till  he  shoiilil  be  pre- 
sent. The  action  on  Ihe  bill  was  accordingly,  by 
consent,  suspended,  and,  alter  a  short  execulive  ses- 
sion, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Muy  10.  iMr.  Wrijfhl.  from  the  coniinillee  on 
finance,  to  wlioiii  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
introdiicfd  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky..  pr.ddbiling  dis- 
crimination in  the  media  of  the  dii.'eienl  liranches 
of  Ihe  revenue,  and  requiring,  under  suitable  regu- 
lations, Ihe  rcceplion,  by  the  goverement,  of  Ihe 
notes  of  sound  specie-paying  banks,  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a  rc- 


t  oil,  as  it  is  called,  2j,  others  50  per  cent 
some  more,  when  a  note  falls  due.  This  is  under- 
stood by  the  merchant,  and  he  arranges  his  business 
accordingly.  But  if  you  make  the  deposites  the  rule 
of  circulalion,  there  can  b^  no  dependence  on  the 
amount  that  will  be  needed  by  the  bank,  the  larger 
the  deposite  is  made,  the  more  must  be  paid  by  the 
person  on  his  note  losiisfaiii  the  proper  proportions. 
Suppose  a  bank  of  Pliiladelphia  should  send  drafts 
and  notes  to  Ihe  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  a 
bank  of  this  district  to  be  collected,  and  the  bank 
re.  eives  the  money  in  the  bills  of  the  Baiikof  G  orge- 


soiiiiion;  which  report  Mr. 
eived  the  unanimous  sanc- 
but  accorded  with  the  views 


stated,  had  not  r 
lion  of  the  co 
of  the  m.ijorily. 

The   report   was   read    by    Mr.   W.,  occupying 
nearly  three  hours.     It  consisted,  to  a  great  exieiit, 
of  a  minute  history  of  the  various  kinds  of  mpiicy 
received  and  receivable  for  the  )inblic   dues  since 
the  fonnalioii  of  the  government,  and  ol  iiitideiital 
and  collali  ral  subjecls,  partly  v\ilh  a  view  to  show 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  treasury  (spe- 
cie) order  of  July,  1S37,  and  of  allowing  Ihe  secre- 
tary of  the   trr'ac-iiry  discretionary   power  on  this 
»«(j,  when  Mr.  L.  had  concluded,  presented  an- j  town,  then  the  bank  must   immediately  call  on    its  |  subject.     II  also  argued  that  the  resolution  of  1816 
ler  remonstrance  of  ilie  same  kind,  and  ilien  com- 1  customers  to  pay  more  money  in   consequence  of ,  was   merely   permissory.     But   its   main  direction 
ited  upon  the  letter  just  read — iliis  gave  rise  to  a  ;  having  received   the  deposite  of  the   ten   thousand  j  was  to  oppose  tlv-  resolution  ollered  by  .Mr.  Clay, 
f  debate,  which  ilid  not  result  in  any  legislative  |  dollars,  than  it  otherwise  wiiuld  have  done  had  cir-        Mr,  .illen  moved  Ihe  printing  of  3(1,1100,  and  Sir. 
The  debate  siiali  have  a  place  iii  our  ne.xt.    I  dilation  only  been  regarded       Or  the  bank  receiving    Morris  of  32.000  extra  copies  of  the  report. 


Mr.  Brown  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
.Vorih  Carolina,  (^subject  iinlieara. )  Referred. 
Mr.  Xtles,  troin  the  comiailtee  on  commerce,  re- 
a  bill  imposing  a  dmy  on  starch.  Read,  and 
d  to  a  second  leading. 
Mr.  CrilteniUn,  from  the  committee  o.n  revolulion- 
y  claims,  made  unfavorable  reports,  which  were 
reed  to,  on  the  claims  of  various  individuals,  (un- 

I.) 
Mr.  .aien  presented  tli.;  following  resolution, 
liich,  beiug  objected  to,  lies  over  one  day: 
Resotiisd,  That  the  committee  lor  the  District  of 
)luinl)ia  procure  and  report  to  the  senate  state- 
enls  of  the  condition  of  the  several  banks  in  Ihe 
istrict  of  Columbia,  that  have  applied  for  an  ex- 
nsion  ol  their  charters,  in  relation  to  tlie  following 
uticiilars: 


the  bills  of  the    Bank   of  Georgetown   must   imme-       These  motions  occasioned  a  debate  (lo  be  given 

diately  send  tor  Ihe  specie,  and    tlieieby  disturb  the    hereafter)  which  terminated  in  the  order  for  30,000, 

relalions  existing  between  the  Bank  of  Georgetown    by  a  vote  of  23  to  19. 

and  its  ciistouiers.  And  it  is  this  continued  fluctuation  1      On  motion  of  Mr.  //uiinrrf,  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

and  disturbance  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  otli-  1  Clay  wa«  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next; 

ers  in  tlieir  business,  w-hicli  is  the  reason  of  my  oh-  ]  after  which, 

iection  to  the  amendment.     If  the   circulation  onlyj      Mr,    W'tbstrr  rose   and   s.iid    he  would  send  an 


of 


Vfas  the  rule,  it  would  be  avoided,  an  1    tlie 

Pliil  idelphia  would    be   paid   without  incommoding 

the  business  coiniiiunily  of  this  disliict. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  over  ssues  ol  paper.  I  would 
restrict  them  to  three  for  one,  and  am  inclined  to  fa- 
vor but  two  for  one  as  (lie  rule.  Whenever  there 
shall  be  a  general  run  for  specie,  I  do  not  think  that 
any  bank  can  stand  with  three  paper  dollars  in  cir- 
culalion for  one  of  specie,  A  siilficient  number  of 
its  bills  can  be  collecterl  to  draw  all  its  specie  from 
I.  Tne  names  of  the  oliicers  and  directors  of  the  I  it;  but  two  for  one,  and  I  think  it  would  stand  any  I  paid." 
inks,  t!ie  amount  of  stock  owned  by  each,  and  the    run  llial  could  be  niaile  on  it.  |      Tlu^ 


amendment  to  tl'.c  chair,  which  he  intend' d  to  of- 
fer when  llie  resolution  should  come  up,  and  wliicli 
he  now  asked  inieht  be  printed.  It  was  as  follows: 
Sirike  out  the  first  clause  of  Ihe  resoliilion,  and 
insert  the  fi. Mowing:  "That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  sccrrlary  ol  the  treasury  to  make. or  to  coii- 
tiniie  in  force,  any  general  order  which  :..hall  create 
any  dilierence  between  the  different  branches  of 
revenue,  as  to  Ihe  funds,  or  medium  of  paytnenl.  in 
which  deb's,  or  dues  to  the  United  States,  may  be 


amendmeat,said  Mr.  W.  is  odered  as  a  sub- 


It  is  staled  that  the  banks,  in  lii21t,  hadbutonedol-    stitiile  for  the  firs!  clausi 
larinsiiecic  for  eight  in  circulation.     That   was  a    the  sub-treasury  bill  wa 


■  of  the  resolution.     When 
;  before  the  Senate,!  mov- 


bls  due  tioin  each  to  the  banks   respectively,  di. 
iinin.iting  be'.ween  the  execuliv,_>,  legslative,  and 
ilicial  olhceis  ol'  tile  government  among  them,  and 
so  between  residents  and  non-residents, 

2.  Tuestockiiolders  of  ihe  banks  respectively,  the 
Dount  of  s'ock  owned  by  each,  and  of  debts  due 
Jul  e  icli,  discriiniiiating  as  above. 

3.  The  debtors  to  the  banks  respectively,  and  the 
noiint  due  Irom  each,  discrimiiKiling  as  above. 

4.  The  miinber  of  suits  that  the  banks  lespec- 
vely  have  instituted  against  their  debtor*'  since  the 

nsion  of  specie  payments,  and  the  amount  due 
o;n  each,  discriminating  as  above. 
The  objection  lo  an  immediate  decision  on  this 
isolutioii  was  made  by  Mr.  Roane,  who  said  he 
•as  willing  that  any  inlbnnation  on  the  subject 
lould  be  procured,  but  ha  did  not  like  lo  have  Uie  1  the  bills  issued.    There  the  billholdflrs  have  a  pre- 1  It  met  the  general  concurrence  of  the  senate,  as 


hard  year  for  the  banking  business  of  the  co 
try;  and,  if  there  had  been  as  great  demand  lor  spe- 
cie in  the  year  1S29  as  there  was  in  ].S37,  I  believe 
the  banks  must  have  failed  lo  paj'  specie.  One  lo 
eight  is  too  great  an  extension.  1  am  inclined  to  the 
beliel  Ihat  there  was  more  specie  in  t!ie  banks  the 
last  year  than  there  wa5  in  1829,  but  the  demand  for 
it  was  much  greater. 


ed  an  amendment  to  it,  which  was  in  the  very 
words  of  Ihat  which  I  now  oiler.  The  amendment 
was  then  adopted  by  a  vote  of  37  to  14. 

As  it  seems,  at  least,  lo  be  doubtful  whelher  that 
bill  will  become  a  law,  1  concur  in  the  cxpedienry 
of  presenting  the  same  provision  in  som"  other  bill, 
or  resolution.  My  general  object  on  this  occasion 
is  Ihe  same  as  thai  of  Ihe  mover  of  thcs 


But,  sir,  what  is  the  penally  if  Ihe  banks  should  i  lions:  but  I  think  this  eoinrnnn  i  bj-ct  w  ill  be  best 
go  beyond  Ihe  limitation;  It  is  not  a  Ibrleiture  of  answered  by  proposing  the  jirovision  in  Ihe  lorio 
the  charter,  but  only  lo  iiiak  •  Ihe  directors  li:'.b.e  for,  in  which  I  now  oiler  it  V.'heii  presenlini;  it  to  the 
Ihe  excess.  In  Rhode  Isl.md,  the  directors  are  lia- :  Senate,  on  Ihe  former  occasion,  I  had  well  ronsi- 
ble  for  any  improper   conduct  of  the    bank;  and,  in  '  dered  its  elii-ct  on  existing  law",  and  ei.deavoi.  d  to 


ny  improper 
y  of  the  banlis,  llie  slockholdeis  are   liable  for    limit  its  operalion  lo  llie  precise  piirpi 


in  view. 
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the  vole  sliowed;  oml  I  fully  intendetl,  it  the  sub- 
treasurv  bill  aliould  not  pass,  to  brin-  forward  he 
provisibri  again,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  in  the 
same  form,  and  as  a  separate  measure. 

There  is  this  distinction  between  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands  and  the  amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose The  resolution  would  alter  existinc  laws. 
It  would  either  repeal  the  act  of  congress  allowing 
Vir-'inia  land  scrip  to  be  received  in  payment  lor 
laijiF  or  else  it  would  extend  the  receipt  of  such 
scrip  to  the  customs.  Probably  the  first  would  be 
the  construction.  , 

Now  the  amendment  does  not  affect  any  existing 
act  of  congress.  It  leaves  all  such  discriminations 
as  the  laws  have  created,  to  remain  as  they  are. 
But  it  takes  away  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury the  power  of  making,  by  his  own  sole  autho- 
rity, or  continuing,  such  discriminations.  It  puts 
an  end  to  the  treasury  order  of  the  llth  of  July, 
1S36,  and  takes  away  all  authority  to  make  such 
orders  in  future,  and  here  its  operation  stops.  As 
there  is  then  this  ditference  between  the  resolution 
anri  the  proposed  amendment,  and  as  the  amend- 
ment is  in  tlie  very  form  which  the  senate  has 
already  sanctioned  by  a  very  large  majority,  when 
I  proposed  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  it  will  ba  expedient,  I  think,  to  adopt  it  in 
place  of  that  clause  of  the  resolution  which  I  pro- 
pose to  strike  out. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  b:  printed,  and 
then 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Maij  10.  This  day's  proceedings  was 
given  in  sufficient  detail  in  our  last,  with  the 
exception  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on  laying  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  late  duel,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  on  the  table.  They  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Avcrigg,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bonn,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Cambrelen::,  Wi'linni  B.  Campi^ell, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Claik,  Cleveland, 
Clownev.  Ciles,  Connor,  Crai?,  Crary,  Crockett,  Ciish- 
nian.  Dcherrv,  UeGrafi',  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Fai- 
rinsi:m.  Foster,  Frv,  Gallnn.  James  Garland,  Rif-e  Gar- 
lancl,  Graniland,  Grant,  Grav,  GriiTin,  Haley,  Hids'ed, 
Hamer,  Ilavvison,  Hawkins,  Havnes,  Holsey,  Hjlt, 
Howard.  William  H.  HuTer,  R  ihert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
In-rbani,  Thoma-  B.  Jacksin.  Na'haniel  .Tones,  .John 
■W~Ti'i''.  Iv'  ii'i'i  !C\  I '■  i-n-'li.  T,  "i-r,  t."adhprter, 
Lewi^'l,  ■■.  I.  -!■  I  -i:.  M.  Ml-  i  1."^!  ti  iii.Miury, 
McKav,  i;..i..  ,  M.'  ^  .::■!  \i'  -i^:  "  M-|-'rlian,  Mc- 
■  Clure,  M,"m-,  MirniiTiv.  S\-.;u:  Murrav,  N..hle, 
O.vens,  Taliiier,  Parker,  Piirnienter,  Pennyl.acker  Pe- 
tri'iin.Piielp',  Prentiss,  Rhett.  Rives,  .'V'ltrii.stm  H.  bhep- 
nerd,  Charles  Sheppaid,  Shields,  Snvder,  Spencer, 
S:uart,  S'one,  Taylor,  Tho  nas,  Titus.  Tnrncy.  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Watrener,  Webster,  Weeks.  Albert  S. 
White,  Tliomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and 
Joseph  L.  Williams— 102. 

NAYS— Me.ssr.s.  Ad:,i,i<.  AL  .;,-..!.  i.  TI.  ;n:in  .^lli;n, 
Beattv.  Bell.Biddlp,  \i':-  ■  -  \\ ''  >  :'  '  ■':",  .'^''in 
Calhoon,  Carter,  Cha^!^  :  .'        .:  '■       '  .  I  .'m:n, 

Corwin,  Cranston,  Cin-;).,C..-:i.:m,  iJ.,:  MjhiM,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Everett.  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  G)  'de, 
James  Graham,  William  Grahain,  Hall,  Harlan,  Har- 
per, Ilastinss,  Herod.  Hopkins,  Huhley,  .Tenifer,  Henry 
.Johnson.  Wm.  Cost  .Johnson,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Uncoln, 
Jjotran,  Marvin,  Sam.son  Mason,  McKennan,  Mencfee, 
Me'rcer,  Miiligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  O^de,  Patter- 
son, Peck,  Pope,  Potts.  P^  ■tier,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridcway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell.  Sergeant.  Shef- 
fer,  Siblev,  Slade,  Snuthcate,  Stanly,  Stration,  Talia- 
ferro, Tiilinahast.  Vanderveer,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittle=ev,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  and  Yorke— 76. 

The  following  was  the  vote  on  printing  the  re- 
port  of  the  majority  and  minority. 

YE.4S— Messrs.  'Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beattie,  Beirne, 
Bicknell.  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bord-n,  Brodhead,  Bi<n=on, 
Bynuni.  Cambrelen"-,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, CI  iwnev,  CofTin,  Coles,  Connor.  Craiir,  Crarv, 
Cushiiisr,  Cushnian  Darlineton,  Davee,  Davies  De 
.  Graff.  Duncan,  Edwar.l=,  FnirioLnon.  Fairfield.  R. 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Frv,  Giil'np.G \r  I  ;i:M,il^in.!,  (Jnnt. 


ton,  Crockett,  Curtis,  DeheiTy,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  James  Gra- 
liain,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Hotrnian,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
Wm.  Cost  Johnsom,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lyon,  James 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury.  McKennan,  Me- 
nefee,  Mercer,  Miiligan,  Mitchell,  Naylor,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Pope,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taha- 
ferro,  Tliompson.  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
While,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yorke— 7i. 

The  gentlemen  who  voted  against  printing  the 
evidence  and  journal  of  the  committee,  were 
Messrs.  Hawes,  Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  and 
Christopher  H.  if'illiums. 

Friday,  May  U.  Mr.  Boxildin  stated  that,  by  an 
accidental  error  in  the  journal,  his  name  had  been 
recorded  as  voting  on  the  questions  taken  yesterday 
as  to  laying  the  subject  of  the  duel  report  on  the 
table  and  on  printing,  when,  in  fact  he  had  not  been 
in  the  house  when  those  questions  were  put.  He 
exonerated  the  clerk  from  all  intention  to  commit 
the  eiror,  wdiich  arose,  doubtless,  Irom  the  noise  in 
the  hall.  Had  he  been  present,  he  should  have 
voted  against  laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  and  in 
favor  of  the  printing. 

Mr.  IViUiams,  of  North  Carolina,  obtained  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  consideration: 

Resoli'ed,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished,  for  the  in- 
formation of  this  house,  the  names  of  the  topo- 
crapbical  and  assistant  topographical  engineers 
who,  during  any  time  in  1837,  have  been  employed 
on  civil  works  of  internal  improccment,  distinguishing, 
first,  such  works  as  may  be  required  to  be  erected 
by  the  general  government  pursuant  to  acts  of  con- 
gress; second,  such  civil  works  as  may  be  prosecu- 
ted by  the  state  government  or  under  the  authority 
of  incorporated  companies,  specifying  under  each 
class  the  description  and  location  of  each  particular 
work. 

Resoh-cd,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to   cause   to  be   furnished,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  house,  3  statement  in  such  lorin  as 
he  sum 


Mr.  Pennybacker  obtained  leave  to  ofier  the  fol- 
lowing for  consideration.  1 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  | 
to  inform  this  house  if  the  annuities  engaged  to  be  I 
paid  by  the  United  States,  in  specie,  to  the  Ottawa  [ 
and    Chippewa  nations  of  Indians,  by   the    fourth 
section  of  the  treaty  concluded   between  the  said 
United  Slates   and  said  nations  of  Indians  on   the 
28th    day  of  March,  1S36,  have  been   paid;  and  if 
paid,  whether  they  vvere  paid  in  specie  or  not;   and 
if  not  paid,  the  reasons  why.     And  that  he  be   fur- 
thermore directed  to  communicate  to  the  house  any 
information  that  he  may   po.ssess  in  regaid  to  the 
purchase,  by  the  agent  of  the  government,  for  the 
use  of  the  l'ndians,'of  large  quantities  of  goods  from 
Suydam.  Jackson  &  Co.  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  qualities  and  prices  of  the  goods  so  purchased, 
whether  good  and  at  reasonable  prices,  and  the  kind 
of  money  and  manner  in  which  they  were  paid  for 
by  the   government;  and  whether   any  of  the   said 
goods  aie  on  the  hands  of  the   government,  and 
where. 
This  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Fairfield  sa\A  that  as  the  house  Iv.l  ordered 
the  printing  of  20,0(10  copies  of  the  evidence  and 
journal  of  the  select  committee  on  the  late  duel,  he 
would  now  move  that  20.000  copies  of   the  rejiorta 
of  the  majority  and  minority  be  also  printed. 

Mr.  Graves  said  that,  although  he  should  have 
preferred  that  the  evidence  and  journal  alone  should 
beprintcil,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  reports 
should  be  included,  if  such  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Fairfieldnow  withdrew  his  motion,  and  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Graves'  motion. 
The  reconsideration  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Graves  then  said  that,  in  order  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  house,  he  would  first  make  a  motion  for 
the  printing  of  the  evidence  and  journal  only;  and 
if  that  should  be  voted  down,  he  would  then  enlarge 
his  motion  so  as  to  cover  the  repoits  also.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  for  the  printing  of  the  evidence  and( 
journal. 

Mr.  Fairfield  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr 
Graves  so  as  to  include  the  reports. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Soiilh  Carolina,  disclaiming  i" 


will  eNliibit  at  one  view  the  sums  expended  in  1S37  i  intention  of  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
on  the  several  objects  oi' internal  improvement,  speci-  I  appealed  to  the  house  to  say  if  it  were  just  that  after 
lying  the  description,  use  and  location  of  each  work;    determining  not  to  try  these  gentlemen,  it  was  just 
t  state  or  territory  situated;  the  amount  ex-  !  (q  order  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  a  docu- 
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peiided  on  each  object;  the  name  of  the  officer,  su- 
perintendent, or  agent  employed;  the  amount  of 
cotnpensalion  ol  every  description  allowed  him, 
w-helher  an  oHieer  of  any  corps  of  the  army,  or 
a  civilian;  if  the  latter,  specify  his  profession  and 
avocation,  and  when  employed  by  the  government. 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of' the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished  for  the  in- 
formation of  this  house,  the  names  of  the  topograph- 
ical engineers  who  have  been  serving  with  the  army 
in  Flonda,  during  the  r^ci  nt  campaign.  Also,  the 
names  of  such  officers  of  that  coips  as  may  now  be 
employed,  or  are  intended  to  be  employed  the  ensu- 
ing season,  on  any  civil  woiks  of  internal  improve- 
ment; specifyins  the  description  and  location  of  each 
work;  distinguishing,  also,  such  as  may  he  under 
the  Uirection  of  the  general  government  from  those 
prosecuted  by  tlie  states  or  by  incorporated  compa- 
nies. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  president  of  the  United  States 
bo  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished  for  the  in- 
formalion  of  this  house  the  naUiCs  of  all  the  civil 
engineers  and  supeiinfendents  or  agent?  now  em- 
ployed or  intended  to  he  employed  in  1838,  on  civil 
woiks  of  internal  improvement  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, specifying  the  description  and  location  of 
each  work,  in  w  hat  stale  or  territory  situated,  the 
amount  contemplated  to  pe  expended  on  each  ob- 
ject, the  amount  or  rate  of  compensation  allowed  or 
lo  be  allowed  to  each  civil  engineer,  superintendent, 
or  agent;  and.  if  compensation  be  allowed  at  this 
time,  stale  when  the  pay  commenced,  the  funds 
from  which  drawn,  and  whether  the  rates  be  a  per 
diem  or  a  per  annum. 

The  resohitions  are  of  a  nature  w^iich,  under  the 
rules,  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Graves  rose  lo  ask  the  leave  of  the  house  to 
submit  a  motion  to  print  twenty  tboiisund  extra  co- 
pies of  the  evidence  and  journal  of  the  select  com- 
mittee raised  on  the  2Sth  of  February.  The  rea- 
son of  his  asking  for  the  printing  this  large  number 
was,  that  he  understood  that  tens  of  thousands  of 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  that  committee  had 
been  printeil  on  private  account,  and  circulated  un- 
der the  franks  of  members  of  this  house  in  every 
quarter  of  the  union.  He  thought,  in  justice  to 
himself  and  others,  that  this  evidence  should  be 
given  lo  the  public  to  counteract  the  injurious 
effect  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


ment  which  was,  in  substance  against  then,;     Mr. 
C.  had  no  personal  feeling  on  the  subject.  j 

Mr.  Graves  saiti  that  he  had  always  regarded  thej 
repoit  of  the  majority  as,  in  substance,  an  argument 
against  himself,  and  of  course  had  no  desire  that  it 
should  be  sent  forth  under  the  autlmrity  of  the  house: 
but  he  had  rather  that  this  should  be  done  thaa 
the  evidence  should  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  denied  that  the  hou.se,, 
had  determined  not  to  enter  on  the  trials  of  the  in-ii 
dividiials  concerned  in  the  late  duel:  it  had  merely' 
laid  the  subject  on  the  table,  whence  it  might  b^ 
taken  at  anv  time,  as  he  hoped  it  would.  As  to  the 
argument  that  the  report  of  the  majority  was  an  ar- 
gument against  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Graves,)  it  was  to  "be  accompanied  by  thenports 
of  the  minorities — one  of  which,  at  least,  was  as 
much  an  argument  in  his  favor.  He  ivas  for  print- 
ing both,  and  sending  the  whole  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  had  never  voted  for  the  printing 
of  more  ttiaii  10,000  extra  copies  of  any  document. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  so  amended  as  tc 
reduce  the  proposed  number  to  10,000. 

Mr.  Harlan  inquired  of  Mr.  Faiifield  whether  il 
was  in  his  knowledge  that  a  very  large  edition  ol 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  late  duel  had  been  printed  in  this  city  on  pri- 
vate account;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  could  say  how 
large  a  number? 

Mr.  Fiti'r/ifW  replied  that  be  did  not  admit  arj 
right  in  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  questior 
hi7n  on  this  subject.  He  had,  however,  no  objec- 
tion to  state  that  he  did  understand  that  an  edilior 
had  been  so  printed,  but  of  w  hat  number  it  consist- 
ed he  was  not  informed.  He  was  understood  to  ad( 
that  he  had  himself  franked  a  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  (of  Va.,)  moved  to  lay  the  resolu. 
lion  to  print  upon  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  yeas  anc 
nays,  which  beinc  ordered,  were  taken,  and  sloct 
asYollows:  Yeas  .57,  nays  119. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  pririt  ar 
extra  niimher  of  copies  of  the  evidence  and  jour- 
nal of  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Fairfield's  amend- 
ment thereto,  on  the  fable. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  then  addressed  the  house  it 
opposilinii  to  the  amendment,  and  continued  his  re- 
marks until  they  were  cut  short  by  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Camhreleng  now  moved  that  the  house  gc 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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union;  but,  after  some  conversation,  on  the  appeal 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  consented  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion lor  the  present. 

R-|)ort3ot'cominiltee«  were  then  called  for,  when 
til  •  Ibllowini  ainons;  other  reports  were  presenteil. 
Mr.  Ctirlis,  from  the  co  nmitteeon  comracrce.  re- 
)i  >,['•{  a  bill  nia<in5  appropriations  lor  the  improve- 
in  III  ot'crt.iin  harbor.s  thrrein  mentioned,  and  lor 
s  irvivs  of  certain  harbors  therein  mentioned  for 
IS:)^.' 

.Mr.  Boon,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
senile  bill  to  jjrant  to  the  states  and  incorporated 
companies  en^a:;ad  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
caniU  the  riijht  of  way  throiii;h  the  public  lands  ol 
th  ■  I'nit.-d  Slates,  without  anieiulment. 

Mr.  M^ICutj,  fro  n  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fiii-.  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  cnlilled  "an 
art  tor  the  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the 
^'iiirnment  of  the  United  States,  approved  iMarch 
:!.  l-i2:!,"and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  frauds 
c  1  n  nitted  on  pensioners  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  iriiire"''",  from  the  coininittee  on  the  militia, 
n-inrted  a  bill  more  elfectually  to  provide  for  the 
niiionil  defence,  by  establislun:^  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  McKav,  olfered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That   the    map  of  the  seat  of  war  in 
Florida,  prepared  in  the  topographical  bureau,  be  re- 
duced and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  bureau, 
for  the  use  of  congress. 

Mr.  Paynler,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
building  of  a  dry  dock  at  Philulelphia. 

Mr,  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  terrilo- 
ries,  reported  a  resolution,  setting  apart  the  29lh 
and  30th  of  May  inst.  for  the  consideration  of  busi- 
ness relating  to  the  territories;  which  resolution  was 
rejected. 

Also,  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  East  Wis- 
consin to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government, 
and  for  the  admission  ot  each  state  into  the  union. 
Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Florida 
tofor.n  a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  to 
provide  for  the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  union. 
Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
builjin.;s  and  grout>ds,  made  a  report  against  the 
petition  of  the  laborers  employed  on  the  public 
building?  in  t.ie  city  of  Washington,  for  regulatini; 
the  daily  hours  of  labor;  against  the  resolution  ul 
the  house  of  the  2f)th  of  March  last,  instructing  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  leasing 
the  public  grounds  west  of  the  capifol,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  draining,  fencing,  &.c. 

Mr.  Cusldiig  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an  ear- 
ly day,  move  to  commit  the  president's  message,  on 
the  subject  of  the  northwestern  territory  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
with  instrnctions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  post  on  the  river  Columbia,  for  the  de- 
fence and  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  watered  by  said  river;  and  also  to  consider 
thg  expediency  of  making  further  provision  by  law 
to  prevent  the  intermeddling  of  the  ollicers  or  sub- 
jects of  foreign  powers  with  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleiig, 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
re-issue  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  paid  in. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  addre.ssed  the  committee,  in  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  the  committee  and  of  the 
administration  in  support  of  this  bill,  and  in  suste- 
nance of  its  financial  plans  and  conduct  generally. 
Mr.  Cushini;  replied,  in  a  full  and  able  argument 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  followed,  in 
decided  and  warm  opposition  to  the  bill.  Before 
getting  through  with  what  he  had  to  say,  he  gave 
way  to  a  motion  for  the  committee's  rising  for  this 
day;  and  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Sultird'Vj,  May  12.  After  a  desultory  deb3te, 
3,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
upon  the  survey  of  the  Alleghany  river,  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
joint  resolution. 

Resolred  h'l  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  in  con^res^  assembled.  That  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  re-issue,  to  the  amount  of  S2, III)!), 000, 
the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  act  approved 
on  12th  day  of  Octob.-r,  IS.tT,  entitled  "an  act  to 
authoriz"  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,"  under  the 
restrictions,  conditions,  and  limitations  therein  pre- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  notified  the  house  that  it  was  his  ob 
ject  to  move  its  reference  to  the  committee  of  th^' 
whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  union.  Mr.  Thomas  ob- 
jected.    Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 


pended, in  order  to  enable  him  to  oiler  this  joint  re- 
solution. Mr.  ivfcii  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ord -red. 

Mr.  Campbell  asked  if  this  proposition  coulil  not 
be  Olfered  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  under  consi- 
deration  at  present,  in  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
The  CAni'r  responibd  atlirmalivrly. 

Mr.  Hopkins'  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  re- 
jected, as  rollov\s: 

YKAS— Me.ssrs.  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J.  W.  Al- 
len, Aycrigg,  B  11.  Biddle,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Win. 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon.  William  B  Carler, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cliilds,  Clark.  Cleve- 
land,'Coffin,  Cranston,  Ciock-tl,  Curtis,  dishing, 
Darlington.  Uavies,  Di'miis.  Dunn.  J.  (iarlaiiil,  R. 
Garland,  Craves,  llalsled,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes. 
Herod,  Hopkins,  J.  J;icUson,  II.  Johnson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  J.  M.  Mason,  Sainson  Mason,  Maury, 
McKennan,  Meiiefee,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Morgan. 
Noyes,  Patterson.  Peck,  Rued,  Ri<li;way,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sheli'er,  Southgate, 
Stuart,  S. one,  Taliaferro,  Tillinu'hast,  Underwood, 
J.  White,  D.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  II.  Wil- 
liams,  Voike— 68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews.  Atherfon, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bieknell.  Biidsall,  Biodlie.ad,  Bron- 
son,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Clowiiey,  Coles. 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Ciisliinan,  Davee,  D.-beriy, 
DeGralf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Kdwards,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Farrington,  Fairheld,  Fillmore.  Fiv,  Glas- 
cock, (ioode,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Grif'iin,  Ha- 
ley, Hammond,  Hamer,  H.iwluns,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hnbley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Kciin,  Kennedy,  Klin^ensmiili,  Leg.ire, 
Leadbetter.  Lewis,  Logan,  Marvin,  May,  INIcKay. 
R.  McClellan,  Abraham  McCKdlan,  Miliigan,  Mi'l- 
ler.  Moore,  M.Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pavnier,  Penny- 
back-'r,  Petrikin.  Phelps,  Potts,  Potter,  Prentiss, 
Raiiden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson, 
.•\ugustin  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Sliepatd,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Titus.  Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Yell— 107. 

Mr.  Bell  then  asked  leave  to  olfer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  house,  fbitli with,  a 
bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  ttie  treasury  to 
raise,  by  law,  the  sum  of  .$'7, 000,0110,  to  supply  any 
immediate  demand  upon  the  treasury  to  meet  which 
there  are  no  available  means  on  hand. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected.  Mr.  Bell  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  olfei  it. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  lules  (requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds)  was  rejected,  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  S2,  nays  .J4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Cambreleng,  the  house  resol- 
ved itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Ing- 
ham in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  bill: 
A    bill   to  carry  into   effect  an   act  approved    the 

twelfth   d-y   of  October,  eightean  .hundred   and 

thirty-seven,  "to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 

notes." 

Be  it  enacted  b<i  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  .inierica,  in  congress 
assembled,  Tiiat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president  oftheUniled  States, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes  to  be 
issued,  according  lo  the  provisions  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,  approved  Ihe  twelfth  day  of  October  last,  in 
place  of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which 
have  been, or  may  hereafter  be,  paid  into  the  treasury 
and  cancelled. 

Mr.  Thompson  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  bill;  and  the  debate  was 
further  continued  by  Messrs.  Rhett ixml  Mencfce;  after 
which,  Mr.  Southgate  said  he  wished  to  address  the 
committee  upon  this  question;  and  he  moved  that  the 
committee  (at  -1  o'clock)  do  now  rise.  The  count 
was  made  by  tellers,  and  resulted  as  follows.  Ayes 
ijo,  noes  i)7.  So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 
Mr.  SoiLihgale  then  proceeded  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  moved 
a  siibstitnle  for  the  whole  bill,  empowering  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  .States  to  burrow,  on  tlie  credit 
of  the  United  States,  a  sum  of  $10,000,000.  at  a 
rate  of  interest  of  6  per  cent,  payable  quarterly,  and 
reimbursed  at  th"  will  of  the  governiiienl;  to  be  ap 
plied,  in  :-liiilion  to  the  moneys  now  in  the  trea- 
sury, or  which  may  be  received  IhiTei  i  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government, 
and  to  be  transferable  by  stock.  The  fore^oin^ 
was  the  substance  of  the  first  section  of  Mr.  H's 


amendment.  The  reuiaindtr  was  of  gi-  ai  n  iij;ili, 
substantially  Ihe  same  as  the  project  of  Mr.  Rives' 
in  the  senate,  being  a  revival  ol  the  slate  bank  sys- 
tem, by  twenty-five  banks,  to  be  selecfid  by  the 
secretary  ol  the  treasury,  aed  appioved  of  by  the 
senate.  During  Ihe  reading  of  this  aim  iidment, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  raised  a  question  of  order  as  to  the 
admissibility  ol  the  amcndinirit,  under  the  bill  be- 
fore the  coininittee.  Mr.  Bell  v.\\s  o(  the  opinion 
that  it  was  stiiclly  in  order,  inasmuch  as  it  went  to 
the  present  supidyand  future  rei:ulation  of  Ihe  trta- 
sury.  Mr.  Hopkins  contended  that  the  proposition 
he  had  made  was  in  order.  He  was  nnuilliiJi;to 
vote  a  dollar  until  some  moile  of  keeping  salely  and 
disbiirsin:;  salely  the  public  iiionev  sfiould  be  I'slab- 
lished.  Mr.  .ditums  defended  the'niotion  us  strictly 
tegular.  The  itebate  on  the  question  of  order  was 
continued  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Haijnes,  and 
Mercer;  and  then,  the  Chnir  decided  the  amend- 
ment lo  be  nut  of  order. 

The  debate  was  then  continued  by  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Cambreleng,  when  Mr.  Halsted  moved  tliat  the 
committee  rise.  Decided  by  fillers  as  follous:  Yeas 
88,  nays  9.t.  So  the  committee  (at  a  quarter  after 
0  o'clock)  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Ruberts<m  olfi-red  an  amendment,  em- 
bracing the  substance  of  the  first  clause  of  the 
amendment  before  offered  by  tiis  colleague,  (Mr. 
Hopkins.) 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  .Mr.  Robertson, 
and  then, 

Mr.  flhson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  (i-l 
yeas  to  8fi  nays.  So  the  committee  (at  three  quar- 
ters past  6  o'clock)  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Viiginia,  proceeded  until  7  o'clock 
when  he  gave  way  to  fiU.HJenefee,  who  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  lejected,  60 
ayes,  S-l  noes;  and  Mr.  Mason  continued  his  remarks 
until  hall  past  7  o'clock,  when  he  gave  way  lo  Mr. 
Hopkins,  who  moved  that  therommilfee  rise;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  a  vole  of  79  ayes  to  So  noes; 
anrl  Mr.  Mason  continued  his  remarks  until  after  8 
o'clock;  when  he  yielded  to  Mr.  Legate,  who  moved 
that  the  commiltce  rise;  which  motion  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  81  ayes  to  88  noes. 

Mr.  Mason  resumed,  and  fiiiislied. 
Mr.  Stuart  next  spoke,  and  moved  an  amend- 
ment, of  which  the  reporter  could  notobtain  acopy. 
The  debate  was  fuither  continued  by  Mr.  Il'm. 
Cost  Johnson  until  a  quarter  brfore  before  9  o'clock, 
when  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky, 
who  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  This  mo- 
tion was  decided  by  the  following  vote:  89  ayes,  83 
noes. 

The  Chair  announced  the  vote,  and  said  the  mo- 
tion to  rise  was  decided  in  the  aflimalive. 
Mr.  Leivis  asked  how  the  chair  votes. 
Mr.  Ingham  (the  chairman)  said  he  voted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Hopkins  took  exception  to  the  regularity  of 
this,  the  chair  having  announced  the  vote,  and  de- 
cided that  it  was  carried  in  the  affimative,  before  he 
voted. 

At  this  point,  the  motion  was  renewed,  and  an- 
other count  (at  nineo'clock)was  ordered;  which  re- 
sulted as  follows:  92  ayes,  94  noes. 

Mr.  Robertson,  recapilulating  the  fact:  above 
stated,  insisted  that,  by  the  announcement  of  11. e 
chair,  the  committee  had  dete.-mineii  to  rise.  The 
committee  were  sitting  irregularly. 

Messrs.  Curtis,  Duncan,  .ddams,and  TF.  C.John- 
son spoke  to  this  point,  ami  the  Chair  decided  that 
it  was  now  too  late  to  make  Ihat  (loint. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  then  resumed  the 
floor,  and  coiitinued  his  remarks  upon  the  bill  and 
amendments  until  twenty  minutes  past  nine  o'clock 
when  he  again  gave  way  to  Mr.  Chambers,  who 
moved  Ihat  the  committee  rise;  wliicii  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  folloH  ing  vote:  90  yeas,  89  nays; 
the  chair  voting  in  the  negalivc. 

Mr.  Yorke  flien   moved  that  the  commitfee  rise. 
The  fViuiV decided  that  that  motion  was  not  then 
in  order. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  then  resumed  and 
continued  his  remarks  until  half  past  nine,  when 
he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Graham,  of  N'orlh  Carolina, 
who  appeakil  lo  the  ohk  st  membcis  of  the  house, 
whether  any  good  were  ever  done  by  sitting  out  a 
debate  on  Saturday  night.  He  moved  Ihat  the 
committee  rise. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  SS  ayrs 
to  90  noes. 

Mr. /oAnson,  of  Maryland,  resumed  and  continued 
his  remarks  until  a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock,  when 
he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  moved  that  the 
commillee  rise;  which  motion  was  lost  by  the  vote 
ofSSayes  to  91  noes;  and  ^\t.  Johnson  w'l  nt  on  till 
five  minutes  deforc  fen  o'dock,  when  he  gaie  «ay 
ro  Mr.  Halsted,  who  moved  that  the  toii.millte 
rise:  ayes  89,  noes  90. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  ol'  MaryLiiid,  reFiuneil,  and.  at  five 
minnles  altpr  ten,  jjdve  way  to  Mr.  Dunn,  who 
iJlovfd  lluit  tlie  coiiiinittce  ris'?:  S7  ayes,  89  noes; 
and  Mr.  Johnson  r;'-iii.iied  the  floor,  wlio  save  noiice 
that  he  slioiiid  not  aa;ain  give  way  to  a  motion  to 
rise.  The  next  that  shonici  be  mad,' he  would  inalce 
hlMiself.  Aflr-r  spealcinga  few  moments,  h 
that  the  committee  rise,  which  he  witiidrew  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Harper,  of  Ohio,  who  made  some 
remark.s  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  vva\'s  ami  means, 
and  at  a  quarter  before  eleven  o'clock  gave  way  to 
Mr.  Coffin,  wlio  moved  that  the  committee:  rise  86 
ayes,  S7   noes. 

Mr.  Brig!;s,  one  of  the  tellers,  then  announced 
that  two  olher  gentlemen  had  asked  to  be  counted 
in  the  affimative  since  the  house  was  divid- 
ed, but  b.'fore  the  vote  was  announced  to  the  chair. 

Much  confusion  here  arose,  and  the  chair,  at 
lenj^th,  ordered  another  count,  which  was  decided 
as  lullows:  Ayes  SS,  noes  91. 

M.".  H:iriicr  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his 
remariis  till  20  minutes  before  12  o'clock,  when  he 
gave  way  to  Mi-.  Thomas,  who  proposed  to  rise  now 
and  coiiie  lo  trip  deterujinatiort  to  go  through  with 
the  subject  on  Monday,  at  all  events.     [Cries  of  nol 


Mr.  //rtu'f.'!  then  moved  (a  quarter  before  12)  that 
the  commitlee  rise.     Yeas  85,  nays  87. 

Mr.  Harper  resumed  and  continued  until  (at  5 
minutes  before  12)  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Robertson. 
who  appealed  to  gentlemen  who  professed  to  have 
regard  for  the  sabbath,  not  to  violate  their  creed  by 
compelling  the  house  to  sit  on  that  day.  By  doing 
so,  tliey  would  bring  the  credit  of  the  country  into 
contempt.  If,  however,  the  chairman  ofthecom- 
miltee  of  ways  and  means  would  say  that  the  go- 
vernment could  not  get  on  for  one  day,  he  would 
consent  to  this  course.  Not  otherwise.  He  moved 
that  tlie  committee  rise.     Ayes  80,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Harper  proceeded  until  5  minutes  afte  12 
o'clock,  when  Mr.  Chambers  rose  to  order.  He 
made  the  point  that,  it  being  the  Sabbath  day,  the 
house  ought  not  to  do  business. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to  sit 
after  12  o, clock,  il  the  commitlee  so  desired. 

Mr.  Chambers  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Pope  did  not  deny  that  Sunday  was  a  legisla- 
tive day,  if  the  house  should  make  it  so.  But  the 
s-pea.'jer  ought  to  fake  the  chair  and  decide  this 
point.  JJe  would  therefore,  for  this  purpose,  move 
that  the  coinioittee  rise.  (This  was  a  quarter  after 
12  o'clock,^  Yeas  83,  nays  S2.  The  chair  voted 
in  the  negative,  aiifl  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  to  the  question  of  order  raised  by 
Mr.  Cliambers.  At  the  very  close  of  the  session, .is 
a  matter  of  neccessity,  the  house  has  sometimes  sat 
during  the  sabbath  hours,  but  there  is  no  sucli  ne- 
cessity now.  H;  hoped  the  decision  of  the  chair 
would  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Cushman  contended  that  no  appeal  lay  from 
this  decision  of  the  cliair. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  to  the  candor  of  the  chair  if 
it  was  proper  for  him  to  vote  to  sustain  his  own  de- 
cision, upon  an  appeal  taken  therefrom.  His  ob- 
ject was  not  to  embarrass  the  course  of  this  bill, 
but  he  did  think  that  those  who  objected  to  bills 
like  these  had  a  right  to  be  heard  to  give  tlieir  views 
tliereiipon,  and  lo  deliberate  upon  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  decide  upon  it  calmly  and  candidly.  He 
would  not  vote  to  legislate  on  the  sabbath  day,  un- 
less imperiously  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
country.  He  hoped  an  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  the  house  to  record  their  votes  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question:  and,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee would  rise. 

Mr.  Thompson  thought  the  rule  giving  the  speak- 
er the  power  to  vote  in  such  cases  did  not  apply  to 
the  case  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Diinr.an  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Messrs. 
Pope  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  Pope  urged  that,  upon  the  score  of  delicacy 
and  propriety,  the  chairman  ought  not  to  vote  in 
such  a  case. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  of  opinion  that  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  not  to  be  neg-- 
atived  by  the  chair  voting  so  as  to  produce  a  tie. 

The  Ch'^irnian  maintained  the  propriety  of  his 
course,  as  sanctioned  by  usage  and  precedent. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  He 
wanted  the  qiieslion  to  be  settled  whether  or  not 
the  house  would  legislate  on  the  sabbath.  (This 
division  took  place  at  twenty-five  minutes  before 
one  o'clock.)  Yeas  83,  nays  82.  The  chair  voted 
again  in  the  negative. 
"Mr.  //o!/«f.9  spoke  to  the  question  ol'appeal.  It 
was  t!ie  privilege  of  every  member  of  the  house  to 
vole  on  all  questions. 

Mr.  Tnoiuas  suggested  that  nothing  could  be  ef. 
fected  by  deciding  that  questions  in  either  way.     It 


was  not  a  question  of  order,  but  a  question  of  words, 
patriotism,  and  propriety. 

Mr.  Everell  hoped  that  tjiose  who  held  the  opin- 
ion that  the  house,  under"  present  circumstances, 
ought  not  to  sit  on  the  sabbath,  would  with  him  re- 
tire from  the  hall.  He  should  do  so  wilh  perfect 
oved  1  respect  to  the  house,  and  should  not  be  found  in  it 
t  tho  again  until  Monday  at  11  o'clock,  unless  brought  in 
in  the  cuslody  of  Ihe  seigeant-at-arms. 

Mr.  Bri>gs  thought  it  was  impossible  to  get  ahead 
at  all  in  the  present  mode  of  doing  business.  The 
two  parties  lo  this  question  were  trying  their 
strength,  without  any  prospect  of  success  to  either. 
He  hopedthat  Ihe  committee  would  consent  to  rise, 
and  come  together  wilh  better  feelings  upon  another 
day. 

Mr.  Morernn  was  in  favor  of  rising  and  adjourn- 
ing. He  believed  no  good  could  come  of  a  longer 
session  fo-night.  He  would  be  among  the  last  lo 
adopt  this  course  on  any  olher  night;  hut  he  now 
felt  constrained  to  move  that  the  committee  rise. 
(Ten  minutes  before  one.)  Yeas  82,  nays76.  So 
the  committee  decided  lo  rise. 

The  Speaker  look  the  chair  at  five  minutes  before 
one  o'clock,  and  Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by  several 
voices,  and  ordered. 

The  house,  at  a  quarter  past  one  o'clock  on  Sun- 
day morning,  decided  to  adjourn  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  85,  nays  72. 

And  then  Ihe  house  adjourned. 

Monday  May  14.  Mr.  Boon  asked  the  consent 
of  the  house  to  submit  the  following  joint  resolution; 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  Urdted  Stales  o/Jmeriea  in  congress  assembled. 


Mr.  Howes,  ol  Kentucky,  next  obtained  Ihe  floor  i 
anil  look  the  same  side  ot'the  question;  but,  before 
he    harl    proceeded  far    he    was  taken  suddenly  ill,  I 
and  disabled  from  speech  or  aclion.     Much  confu-  ' 
sion  ensued  in  the  house.  Mr.  H.  was  taken  to  one 
of  the  great  south  windows  of  Ihe  hall — where,  be- 
ing bled,   he  soon  recovered  so  far  as  to  be  able  to 
retire  from  the  hall. 

Mr  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  succeded,  and  entered  at 
large  into  an  argiiinenlativc  speech,  in  Ihe  course 
of  which  he  traced  the  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion from  the  beginning  toward  ihe  banks,  arguing 
to  show  that  its  policy  was  utterly  hostile  to  Iheni, 
and  insisting  that  the  present  measure  was  intend- 
ed to  supersede  them  by  an  issue  of  government 
paper. 

Mr.  Goode  took  the  floor,  and  was  going  on  wilh 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill  when  he  was 
interrupted  by 

Mr.  Wiltiam,  of  Kentucky,  who  rose  lo  a  point 
of  order,  and  inquired  il  there  was  a  quorum  present. 
Mr.  VV.  moved  that  Ihe  committre  rise,  in  order  to 
have  a  call  of  the  house,  for  he  w  ished  to  get  out  of 
that  place  before  night. 

Mr.  Goode  begged  Ihe  gentleman  lo  wilhdraw 
his  motion,  and  allow  him  to  proceed.  He  would 
not  detain  the  commitlee  long,  and  not  having  before 
expressed  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  the  subjecis  immediately  connected 
with  it,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so,  and  would  rather  do 
it  then  than  at  such  an  hour  as  that  at  which  the 
house  adjourned  on  Sunday  morning. 

Mr.  Witliams  consented  to  wilhdraw'  his  motion, 
again  repealing  that  he  wanted  to  go  home  before 
midnight. 

Mr    Gooric  then  went  on  at  some  length   into  an 


That  from  and  after  Ihe  1st  dtiy  of  June,  eighteen  !  examination   of  the   messages   of  the  president  at 


hundred  and  thirty -eight,  there  shall  be  nodiscri 
ination  in  the  kind  or  description  of  currency  re- 
ceivable by  the  government,  for  customs,  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  or  for  any  debt  or  duty  due 
or  owing  lo  Ihe  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky  raised  the  question 
of  order  against  the  introduction  of  this  resolution, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  already  two  resolu- 
tions pf  a  similar  character  before  the  house;  one 
ottered  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  the  other  by 
liimsclf,  on  the  16th  ultimo. 

The  Chair  said  if  that  was  the  case,  the  resolu- 
lion  could  not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Boon  explained  that  he  had  oiTered  this  re- 
solution in  obedience  to  what  he  knew  lo  be  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  and,  further,  in  compliance 
with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Indiana.  Mr.  /JroHso/j  said,  if  if  was  in  or- 
i{pr,  he  would  move  a  suspension  of  Ihe  rule,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  this  resolution.  The 
Chair  ruled  il  not  to  be  so,  but  suggested  that  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  a  suspension,  lo  lake  up 
Ihe  other  resolution.  Mr.  Bronson  doubled  if  there 
was  a  resolution  identical  wilh  this  before  the 
house.  The  chair  referred  to  it  and  showed  the 
object  to  be  the  same. 

Mr.  Boon  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  remove 
the  obstacle  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  sub 
ject.  by  withdrawing  the  resolution  he  had'olfered. 
Leave  being  granted,  he  accordingly  withdrew  it. 
Mr.  Boon  now  renewing  his  request,  and  objec- 
lion  being  again  made — Mr.  Bronson  moved  for 
a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  Mr.  Boon  to  of- 
fer it. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  Briggs  demanded  Ihe  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.'  Cambrdeng  remoiistrate-d  wilh  Mr.  Boon, 
and  asked  him  not  to  press  Ihe  motion. 

Mr.  Boon  insisting,tlie  yeas  and  navs  were  tak°n  on 
suspending  the  rules,  and  decided  as  follows:  Yeas 
95  nays  .53.  There  not  being  two  thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Cnmbreleng  now  moved  to  suspend  Ihe  rules 
in  order  that  the  house  might  immediately  r 'sume,  in 
commiltee  of  Ihe  wdiole,  the  consideration  of  Ihe 
hill  which  was  in  discussion  on  Sunday  morning, 
when  the  house  adjourned. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  7'i/r«?i/demarided  Ihe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Harjan  asked  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  whether  it  was  Ihe  purpose  of 
himself  and  his  friends  to  press  through  that  bill 
this  day.' 

Mr.  C'a?)i6;-c/c«g  said  he  could  nol  lei!  what  the 
house  would  be  disposed  lo  do. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng's  motion  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  Ihe  union  lo  resume  the 
consideration  of  Ihe  treasury  note  bill,  and  resulted 
as  follows:    Yeas  132,  nays  50. 

The  house  accordingly  went  into  commiltee  (Mr. 
Ingham  again  in  Itie  chair.) 

Mr.  Harper,  who  had  Ihe  floor  from  Sunday 
morning,  resumed  and  concluded  liis  remarks  in 
decided  opposition  lo  the  bill.  - 


the  special  and  present  sessions,  and  into  a  history 
of  the  various  propositions  of  the  secretary  of  Ihe 
treasury,  in  order  lo  show  that  the  pretence  that 
something  was  necessary  to  be  done  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  treasury,  and  Ihe  manner  pointed  out 
to  obtain  that  relief,  all  ended  in  the  prosecution  of 
a  plan  lo  establish  a  sub-treasury,  or  government 
bank.  He  was  willing  lo  afford  tiie  government  all 
the  money  that  was  necessary  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions, and  he  would,  at  any  lime,  vole  lor  supplies; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury,  and  Ihe 
issuing  of  treasury  notes.  He  hoped  thai  the  bill 
would  be  put  into  a  shape  that  would  enablehim  to 
support  il;  but  in  its  present  shape  he  could  not 
vote  for  il,  (or  a  great  many  reasons,  wliich  he  then 
went  on  at  laige  lo  assign. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  look  the 
floor,  and,  alter  a  severe  examination  of  the  speech 
wilh  which  Mr.  Cambreleng  had  introduced  Ihe 
bill,  went  into  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  Ihe  bill. 

He  yielded  to  a  motion  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mitlee, which  failed:  Ayes  79  noes  85.  Mr.  S. 
then  resumed,  and  I'uilhei  addressed  the  committee 
in  conclusion.  Mr.  Tillinghast  then  appealed  to 
the  house,  stating  that,  from  Ihe  number  of  gentle- 
men who  wished  to  address  the  commitlee  on  the 
bill,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a  vole  on  the  bill 
to-night,  and  thereupon,  at  half  past  5  o'clock, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was  - 
rejected:  Ayes  90,  noes  94.  Mr.  Tiltijighast  Ihen 
adilressed  ttie  committee  in  opposition  to  Ihe  bill, 
and,  having  proceeded  till  five  minutes  alter  six 
o'clock,  yielded  to  another  niolioii,  by  Mr  Daeies. 
for  the  rising  of  Ihe  commilte.  This  motion  was 
negatived:  Ayes  87,  noes  93.  Mr.  T\llingha!^l  con- 
tinued his  argumeiil,  and  spoke  till  Iwenly  minutes 
bero."e  seven,  when,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the 
commitlee  rise,  proposing  that  it  be  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  Ihe  bill  should  lie  gotten  out  of 
committee  to  morrow.  The  molion  was  carried; 
Ayes  91,  noes  86.  So  Ihe  committee  rose  at  7 
o'clock,  and  reported  progress. 

A  molion  being  made  to  a.ljourn,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded  by  Mr.  Bronson,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them;  and  thereupon  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  May  15.  The  Chair  laid  before  the 
house  a  communication  from  Ihe  secretary  of  Ihe 
navy,  in  reply  lo  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
31st  of  Marcii  last,  calling  for  llie  names  ofall  pen- 
sion agents,  the  authority  by  which  such  agents 
were  appointed,  copies  of  commissions  issued  to 
such  agents,  &c. 

It  appears  by  the  said  report,  that  there  was  at 
the  lime  of  Ihe  last  settlement  with  the  several 
enis  for  paying  navy  pensions,  an  unexpended 
balance  of  .'jplOS.GoS  -17  remaining  in  Iheii  hands. 
Selllemfiits  have  been  made  with  all  of  them,  ex- 
cept one  or  two,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  year. 

Commillees  were  then  called  on  for  reports  when 
a  number  were  received,  chielly  on  private  claimSi 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 
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Mr.  Imii  i'j.iii  Ihat  iiiuUr  tile  pici.li.ir  circiiiii- 
staiiccs  ol'  Ihc  case,  lie  lelt  constraiiii-d  a^aiii  to  olti-r 
the  same  resolution  hIiicIi  he  liail  proposed  to  oli'er 
yesterday,  ami  «hich  the  house  had  refused  to  re- 
ceive. 

The  Chair  stated  that,  on  examination,  be  found 
another  resolution  had  been  oliered,  on  the  same 
subject,  by  the  i;entleuian  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  S. 
■VVIlliam?,)  which  l.iy  on  the  table;  in  consequence 
of  which,  it  would  not  be  in  order  for  the  genlleman 
from  Indiana  to  olier  ar.othcr;  but  he  could  move 
that  the  house  talic  up  the  resolution  now  on  the 
table. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  S.  Wil- 
liams on  the  16. h  of  .April  last,  was  then  read: 

"flt'su/i'fi/,  Tli.it  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  it  unlawful  loi 
the  Secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  ollicer  of 
this  Kovernmenl,  to  continue  in  lorce  or  make  any 
general  or  special  imler  making  a  distinclion  or  dis- 
crimination in  the  niedium  or  kind  of  currency  in 
which  lie  di.ierent  branches  of  the  revenue  (either 
from  the  safs  of  the  public  lands  or  from  any  other 
source)  of  the  Uniled  Slates  shall  be  collected." 

Objection  being  made  to  its  consideration  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Boon  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow 
of  its  being  consider.^d.  On  this  motion  Mr.  U'il- 
liaim  demandHd  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Branson 
inquired  whether  the  two  resolutions  were  indenti- 
caliy  the  same.  The  Chair  tliought  them  the  same 
in  substance. 

Mr.  Oiscy  moved  a  call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Boon  stated  a  iliderence  between  his  resolu- 
tion and  that  of  Mr.  Williams,  in  this,  viz  that  Mr. 
W.'s  resolution  specified  the  |)articnlar  kind  of  ujO- 
ney  that  should  be  received;  whereas  his  osvn  oidy 
required  that  no  discrimination  should  be  made  in 
the  kind  of  money  to  be  received,  but  did  not  say 
what  that  should  be. 

The  C/iriiVsliil  adhered,  to  the  decision  that  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Boon  was  not  in  order. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Williams  was  then  put,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  lol- 
lows  —  (not  tw-o-thirris:) 

YE.VS — Messrs.  .-Vdams.  .Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  B.ll.Biddle.  Bond,  Hoon,  Bor- 
den, Brii;gs,"Bronson,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Clieat. 
ham.  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crarv,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlinglbn,  Debenv, 
Dennis.  Dunn,  Evau:^,  Ev-relt,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Foster.  U.  Garland,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Gi-aves,  Gr-ennell,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hamer.  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  J.  Jaekson,  Kil 
gore,  .Marvin,  Samsnn  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan.  Mercer.  Milligan,  .Milcheli,  Mont- 
gomery. M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  \aylor,  Noyes,  Pat- 
terson, Pope,  Potts,  Ririd-n,  Ranriolph,  Robinson, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Aminslin  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Slie- 
pard.  Shiehls,  Sibloy,  Snviler,  Soulligate,  Slanly, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
laml,  Vaiiderveer,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Elisha 
Whrlllesev,  D.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williains.'C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell,  Yoi-ke_94. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Anderson,  .Andrews,  Atherton. 
Beatty.  B-irne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brodhead,  Bu- 
chanan. Bvnum,  Cainbrehn;.  Chapman,  Clowney, 
Craig,  Ciishrnan,  Davee,  DeGralf.  Dromgoole,  Eil- 
wai-ds,  Farringlon,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  J.  Giriand, 
GLiscock,  Granllanil,  Grant,  Grifhn,  H.irrison. 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins.  Howard,  Hiibley,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  I.iiham,  T.  13.  Jackson,  J.  Johnsrjrr,  N. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  L-gare,  Leail- 
better.  Lewis.  Logan,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin.  Mc- 
Ktv,  R.  .McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan.  McChire. 
Miller,  Morgan.  P.rrker,  Pavnter.  Pennvbacker,  Pe- 
trikin,  Phelps,  Potter-,  Pral't,  Reillv,  Rhelt,  Rives. 
Robertson,  Saed'er,  Spencer,  Sluart,  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas, Titus,  Toiicev,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams— 76. 

Mr.  Boon  gave  notice  he  should  renew  his  motion 
every  day  unlil  the  house  should  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  .Soi/W(?«/c  presented  the  following,  which  lies 
on  the  table  one  day: 

Jlnnlre'l.  That  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  report 
and  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
print-d. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ciimbrelentr,  {hi-  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  iir  the  chair.)  and  re. 
Slimed  the  consid-ration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
reissue  of  treasrirj^  netes. 

The  house  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr.  TiV- 
linrhast,  Mr.  Ciishm'in,  Mr.  Biddle.  Mr.  Bell,  and 
Mr.  Kiindolph,  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ritnrlolph  having  concluded  his  remarics,  lond 
calls  were  hearri  all  over  the  hall  for  the  rising  of 
the  coinmitte.  Mr.  Htffmnn.  of  N^ew  York,  said 
that  he  had  been  desirous  of  addressing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  siibject  of  this  bill;  but,  as  he  undei- 


slood  thai  an  arrangement  or  mutual  underslaiiding 
h.u!  been  agreed  upon,  that  the  ro.iimitlee  should 
rise  this  evening  ami  report  the  bill,  he  was  willing 
to  waive  the  dtlivcry  of  his  n  inaiks  at  tfis  time, 
reserving  thein  until  the  bill  should  come  into  the 
house.  Mr.  Pnjic  said  that  he  loo  had  the  same  de- 
sire, but  woiili!  lollow  the  exarnpleof  the  gentleman 
from  -N'ew  York.  As  he  had  had  some  instiiiinen- 
tality  in  bringiiii:  about  the  underslanding  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded,  he  h.iped  it  would  be  acted 
on,  and  that  the  bill  would  now  be  reported.  Mr. 
Sliiart.  of  Virginia,  withdrew  the  amendmeiil  he 
had  olfered.  Mr.  IF.  Cos/ Jo/ih.<o;i  expressed  a  de- 
sire fora  decision  before  the  rising  of  Ihi'  committee, 
upon  the  amendment  still  pending.  Mr.  liussctl 
said  that,  it  the  question  was  lobe  taken  on  that 
amendment,  he  had  a  proviso  to  append  to  it;  with- 
out which  he  should  object  to  its  adoption  Mr. 
Rencher  saiil  he  also  had  an  amendment  to  oIIit. 
.Mr.  Menrfffe  wished  to  oiler  an  amendment  as  a 
siibstitiile  forlhalof  Mr.  Sluart.  .Mr.  «ofcrr/.wn  pro- 
posed that  all  the  ameudmi'iils  should  be  printed,  and 
the  question  on  lluin  deiened  till  the  bill  came  into 
the  house.  Mr.  Ciimbrclrns;  remiuiled  the  gentle- 
man that  all  amendmerrls  which  ilid  not  so  to  en- 
large the  amount  of  money  in  the  bill  could  as  well 
be  oliered  in  the  house  as  in  coinmitlee. 

Mr.  Il'ise,  said  that  two  gentlemen  had  given 
notice  of  their  wish  lo  speak  on  this  bill;  and  he 
believed  that  ten  times  two  had  the  same  ilesire. 
lie  would  now  cjiition  all  such  gmllemen  not  lo 
trust  to  any  general  undii'standlrig,  informally  en- 
tend  into,  but  lo  speak  at  orice;  for  to-morrow  the 
bill  would  be  in  the  house,  and  they  \\ould  have 
the  previons  question  sprung  upon  tliein. 

Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise  and  report  the  bill.  Mr.  .Idums 
gave  notice  of  a  purpose  to  move  to  amend  the 
title  of  Ihe  bill. 

The  question  being  put  on  rising  and  reporting 
the  bill,  it  was  carried  by  a  very  large  majority. 
Whereupon,  the  committee,  at  twenty  minutes  be- 
fore eight,  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house, 
without  amenilnient. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  it  was  agreed 
that  all  gentlemen  having  amendments  to  offer 
should  bring  them  to  the  clerk's  table,  that  they 
might  he  printed,  and  hid  on  the  tables  of  the 
members  to-morrow,  in  time  for  the  action  of  the 
house. 

The  Choir  laid  before  the  house  a  message  from 
the  president  of  the  Unit<d  States,  transmitting 
informalion  required  by  a  resolulion  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  ihe  ."nih  ultimo,  in  ndation 
to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the 
United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  ard 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesiliiy.  Mai/  IS.  Mr.  I'oon  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for'on  ■  hour  to  take  up  the  lollowins 
resolulion  of  j\lr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  being 
nearly  identical  with  that  offered  by  himself  a  fev\ 
days  since: 

"Resotveil,  That  the  committee  ofways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  it  unlawful  for 
the  S"cretary  of  the  treasuiy,or  any  ol  her  officer  ol 
this  governinenl.  to  continue  in  force  or  make  airy 
general  or  special  order  making  a  distinction  or  dis- 
crimination in  llii"  meiliiim  or  kind  of  currency  in 
wliicli  the  diiferent  branches  olllie  revenue  (either 
from  the  sales  of  Ihe  public  lands  or  from  any  other 
source)  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  collected," 

Mr.  irtV/mms,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that,  as 
some  had  perhaps  voied  against  this  motion  yester- 
day, under  the  apjirehension  that  the  propo'iilion 
ottered  by  himself  dilrered  materially  from  that  of 
Mr.  Booii,  he  should,  if  the  House  agreed  to  take 
it  up,  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  identical  with  that 
of  Mr.  Boon. 

Mr.  Grennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  lo  suspend.  No  quorum  voted  on  this  pro- 
position, the  division  beinij  .52  to  42. 

Mr.  Brig:gs  demandeil  a  call  of  the  House.  Or- 
dered. 

The  House  was  calleil  till  nearly  the  end  of  the 
roll,  when,  on  motion,  the  call  was  suspended,  and 
the  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boon, 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  one  hour,  in  order  to  take 
up  the  above  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YE.-VS— Ml  ."rs.  Adams,  .Alexander,  Heninn  AUcn, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Bell,  Boon,  B  .uldin,  Brige=.  Hroncon.  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell.  W.  B.  Car- 
ter. Casey,  Chambers,  Cheaihani,  Clark,  Cleveland. 
Coffin,  Corwin,  Crarv,  Cransion,  Croekert,  Curtis, 
Cnshinir,  Darlington,  IJavics,  Debi  rry,  Oeu  ii<,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Kvans,  Evi-rett,  K.  Fleieher,  Fillmore,  Fas. 
ter,  Gallup,  Jariie.s  Garland,  Rice  Giiland,  (j nde 
William  (irahani.  Grnniland,  Graves,  Gii'nnell,  Haley. 
Hal!,  Hiilsiead,  Hauler,  Harlan,  Harper,  Ilas'ings 
Hnwes  Hrnry,  Herod,  HofTiiian.  R-  IM.  T-  Hunter. 
William  Cost  John.son,  Kennedy.  Kilfrore,  Leeare, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  ^May,  Max- 


well. Roherl  McClellan,  MelCeiinan,    Mercer.  Mlieli- 
ell,    M,.iitg.)niery,    Mathias    :\l.irris.    Calvary    Morris, 
N.yes,  rarnien  er,  Patterson,  Pei-k.  Po|ie,  roil.s  Rari- 
ileii,  Randolpli,  Reed,  Rencher.  Rid-wnv.  Rnhiuson, 
Rimi'ev-,  Ru.'s.  II,  Ser-eaiit.  A.  H.  Shcpperil.  Charles 
I  Shepard.  Shields,   Siblev.  Slade,    Snvil.  r,    Smi  h-Mie, 
Sinniy,Sioiie,.-5Tauon,Talial.-rri.,  THi  I    li:;-'.T.  li.iul, 
Vand.-rveer,  J.  While,  E.  Wliml, -.  v.  I..  W  n,i;,iM-,  S. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williani.s,  C.  11.  Wiiham.-.  W  i  , .  Veil, 
Yoike-lll. 
I      N.AVS — .Messrs.  Anderson,  A'herlon,Benl'y,ncirne, 
I  Bicknell,   li.r.lsidl,  Canihr-lung,  Chnpinan,  Clowney, 
1  Cole.s,  Conniir,  Crai;;,  Cushinan,  Davee,  UroniROi'le, 
i  FarnUL.mn.  Fairfield,  l.aac  Fli'telier,  Fry,  Gla.-ceck, 
1  Gran',f;rillin,  Hiiniin.iud,  IlarnM>n,  llawluns,  Haynes, 
Hopkins,  lliihlev,  liiijliam,  T-  B.  .laeksim,  J.  JohuMiii, 
N.  Jones.  Keim,  Leadheiirr,  Lewis.  Lonnn,  Mariin, 
:\IeKav,  Abriiham  MiClelluu,  .Miller,   Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, N'ol.le,    Owens,    Parker,   Pennvbacker,  Peirikiu, 
Plielps,    Puller,    Prcnli^»,    Riily,    Rhei-,    R.ehnr.li-on, 
Rives.    Rnlierlson,   Shi-lter,   Sheplor.    Smari.    Taylur, 
Thomas,  Tiii.B.  T.iueev,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster, 
W.eks,  T.  T.  Whiiilescv,  J.  W.  Willlums,  Worihim- 
ton— 70. 

So.there  not  being  two-thirds  in  favor,  Ihe  House 
refuseil  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Curlix.  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that,  on 
the  first  occasion  when  it  t^liall  be  in  oider,  lie 
should  introduce  a  bill,  with  the  |i  aveofthe  House, 
"to  authorize  the  granting  of  a  ilrawback  of  duty 
upon  foreign  coals,  when  exported  and  consumed 
on  boaiil  of  vessels  propelled  by  steam  power." 

Sundry  bills  on  the  sjieaker's  table  were  read 
and  committed,  and  then  the  house,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cambrelenz,  look  up  the  treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  CnnilircU'n!;  olfered  two  ameridments,  pro- 
viding tor  the  resii  iction  and  limiialion  of  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill  in  Ihe  same  way  as  the  bill  of 
October  last,  to  which  it  refirred,  and  adding  the 
same  provisions  which  that  bill  contains,  as  lo  the 
counterfeiting  ol  the  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Robertson's  amendment,  olfered  in  commit- 
tee, proposing  a  loan,  under  certain  restrictions, 
instead  of  the  re-i.ssiie  of  Ihe  treasury  notes,  came 
first  in  order,  as  modifieil  by  the  mover, 

Mr.  Hoffman  opposed  Ihe  bill  as  reported;  and 
replied  at  length  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Rliett 
and  Cainbreleng  in  favor  of  it. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs.  Rhctl, 
Hoffman,  Thompson,  Legate,  and  Cumbrelciifr,  upon 
local  points  incidentally  introduced  into  the  debate; 
alter  which, 

Mr.  Junes,  of  Virginia,  went  at  length  into  a  d;- 
fenee  of  the  bill  as  reported. 

Mr.  Il'ise  followrd  on  the  same  bill  in  a  speech 
of  coiisi.lerable  length,  in  which  he  insisted,  in  the 
course  of  his  argument,  that,  with  all  its  boast  of 
means,  the  ijoyernment  was  bankrupt,  in  the  close 
ofhi.i  speech  he  imlulged  in  some  pleasantry  on  the 
devices  of  the  old  continental  money  and  new  trea. 
siiry  notes,  as  w  II  as  a  c.niealure  of  the  latter, 
which  excited  much  mirth  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Jlijnnm  then  addressi  d  the  house  with  much 
zeal  in  a  genual  <!•  fence  of  Ihe  adu.inistra  ion. 
Mr.  Garland,  ol  Louisiana,  expn  ssed  a  wish  to  ad- 
dress Ihe  house,  and  as  a  tesl  of  Ihe  wishi  s  ol  the 
house,  moved  an  ailjoiirnmcnt.  On  this  molion 
Mr.  Cnshman  demaniieil  the  yeas  and  nays.  .Mr. 
Garland  thereupon  wilhdn.'W  his  motion.  ;ind  pro- 
ceeded in  a  geiierel  speech  ag.iinsl  the  hill,  and  i  s- 
pecially  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Byi.um  and  Rhelt.  Ik- 
was  giv  iii^  his  reasons  for  pielerring  a  loan,  win  n, 
at  8  o'clock,  he  yielded  the  floor  for  a  motion  lor 
adjournment.  On  this  motion  Mr.  Hmjnrs  d.in;ind. 
ed  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  baing  tiki  n,  result,  d 
as  follows:  Yeas  64.  nays  125.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  adjourn.  Mr.  Garland  then  nsuiiied,  and 
having  concludi'd,  Mr.  ('ashman,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Craic:  de- 
mamled  a  call  of  the  hous-,  which  was  agreid  to: 
Ayes  S.'J.  no.>s  52.  The  house  was  aceonllnuly 
called.  Mr.  Pope  then  moved  that  all  furlln-r  |m- 
ceedings  in  Ihe  call  be  suspended,  but  the  motion 
was  lost:  Ayes  76,  noes  77.  The  absenties  were 
railed,  when  it  appeared  that  Id!)  mi  nibi  rs  had 
anSA-f  red  to  their  names.  Onmolion  of  Mr.  Grant, 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  call  was  dispenseil 
with.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  serondin;;  the 
previous  question,  and  carried:  Ayes  f).-<,  noi-s  05. 
So  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded by  the  house.  The  previous  question  beiu" 
put,  viz.  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put:" 

Mr.  Bell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay,?,  wli-ch 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows, 
viz: 

YEAS — Messrs.  .Anderson.  Anilrew.s.  Atherlon, 
Bealfy,Beiriic,  Bickndl,  Birdsall.  Boon.  Broilh.ad, 
Bronson.  Byniiin,  Cambreleni'.  J.  Cani|d>"ll,  Casey, 
Chapman.  Cleveland.  Coles,  (Connor,  Craig.  Crary, 
Cushinan,  Davee,  DeGraff.  Dromgoole.  Duncaii, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrin"ton.  Fairfield.  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock.  Grant,  Grey,  Griffin.  Hal.y, 
ilaminond,  Harrison,   Hawkins,   Haynes,  Holscy, 
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Holt,  rio.vjrd,  Hiibl  y,  lii^'lia.ii,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kenible, 
Klingensraith,  Le^are,  Leattbetter,  Lewis,  Lou;an, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay.  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClel- 
laii,  McClure,  Miller,  Monti;oinery,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pannenter,  Pennyback- 
.  er,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reilly,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheder,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toncey, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  t 
Whitllesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Woithington,  Yell— 99. 
NaYS— Messrs.  Ada, ns,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Avcri,'g,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond.  Borden, 
Brig^s,  Wm.'B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chealham, 
Clark,  Colfiu,  Cor.vin.  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cashing,  Djrliuglon.  Davids,  Dennis,  Duun,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland, 
R.  Garlaud,  Goode,  James  Graliam,  William  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Greunell,  Halsted,  Hailan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Holi'man,  Hopkins,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Sainson  Mason, 
Maury,  Mav,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mil- 
lig.in,  Mitchell.  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patter- 
son, Peck,  Pope,  Polls,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rob-rtson,  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  S  Tgeant,  Shields,  Sibify,  Slade,  Sonthgale, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillin^hast 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  While,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 99. 

The  speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  carried  by  his  casting  vote. 

The  main  question  was  tnen  put  on  ordering  the 
till  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  deci- 
ded by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YE.\S^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biidsall,  Boon,  Broilhead, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambrelenj.  J.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushjnan,  Davee,  DeGratf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Ja^nes  Garland,  Glascock,  Grantlaiid. 
Grant,  Gray,  Giiffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,'Holsey,  Holt,  Howanl, 
Hubley,  luiham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Kling- 
ensmith,  Legare,  Leailbetter.Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
J.M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
A.  McClellan,  McCliire,  MilleV,  Montgo.nerv,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par'menter, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens.  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Ririden,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Shelfer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toiicey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wajener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Wliilllesey,  J. 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heinan 
Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Avcrigg.  Bell.  Biddle.  Bond, 
Bor.len,  Bri;gs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbdl,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Cnild-:,  Clark,  Cotfin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halstead,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hasfinjs,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy.  Lincoln,  Marvin  Sam- 
son !Vl,ason,  Maury,  May  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Miligan,  Mitchell  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard. 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Ihompson,  Tillinghast,  Tola"nd,  Umler- 
wood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke — 99. 

So  til?  bill  was  oideredto  the  third  reading;  it  was 
then  read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  being,  shall 
the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  S.  IVilliams  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given  and  execu- 
ted by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  govern- 
ment for  tlie  governm.Mil  stock  and  interest  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the  event 
.said  bonds  cannot  be  solil  in  time  to  obfain  the  ne- 
cessary funds  for  t!ie  purposes  and  actual  wants  of 
the  government,  to  autliorize  the  issuing  of  two 
millions  of  treasury  notes  for  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  government,  and  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 
sum  of  money  that  may  be  reqiiired  for  the  necessa- 
ry and  actual  wants  of  the  government  until  said 
sale  can  be  effected. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cash- 
man.  and  de.nandd  hy  a  majority  of  inemb-rs. 
present,  when  the  main  quesUou  was  ordered  to  be 


■put,  (which  was,  shall  the  bill  p.iss?)  by  yeas  106 
nays  99.  The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz. 
shall  the  bill  now  pass? 

Mr.  Rariden  now  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vole  on  the  previous  question,  but  the  chair  decided 
that  it  was  not  in  order.  Mr.  .Be// suggested  that 
this  question  of  order  had  never  yet  been  decided. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  carried.  Mr.  Mams  moved  to  amend  the 
title  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  "to  carry  into  effect 
the  act  approved  12th  October,  18.37;"  which  was 
agreed  to.  Mr,  Fletcher  moved  to  add  "to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  government.  Mr,  Rariden 
now  gave  notice  that  he' would  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to 
having  the  question  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a  loan. 
Tlie  house  then  adjourned  at  10  o'clock. 
Thursdai/,  May  17.  Mr.  liuridcn  rose  and  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  las'  night  on  the  final  passace 
of  the  treasury  note  bill.  The  Chair  .said  that  this  mo- 
lion  would  come  up  in  order  afier  the  morning  hour, 
u  iless  the  house  decided  to  take  it  up  at  that  time.  Ob- 
jections being  made,  a  moiion  to  suspend  the  rules,  so 
as  10  lake  up  this  motion,  was  made  by  Mr.  Grijjin, 
ot  .S.  C.  and  rejec'ed. 

Mr.  Russell  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  hiin  to  offer  the  following  resolurion,  and  de- 
manded the  veas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  of  ways*and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  e.xpodiency  of  repealing 
-so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  resulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  moner,''  passed 
the  •23Jof.Tune,  1333,  as  prohibits  receiving  in  payment 
for  dues  to  the  government,  and  disbursing  the  same 
the  bills  of  specie-paying  hanks  which  issue  notes  or 
bills  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars;  and,  also, 
so  much  of  the'second  section  of  the  act  enutled  "  An 
act  makin"  approprianons  for  the  payment  of  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners  of  the  Oni'od  Slates  for 
the  year  1836,  as  prohibits  the  offering  in  payment  by 
anv  officer  or  department  of  the  goverunicnt  the  notes 
or  bills  of  specie-paying  banks  of  a  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars.'' 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  by  the  follow- 
ing vole:  Yeas  56,  nays  127.  Mr.  Russell  gave  notice 
that  he  should  offer  that  resolution  daily,  until  the  house 
would  act  upon  it.  Mr.  Cushmm  asked  the  house  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  thirty  minutes  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  senate  bill  on  this  subject.  Refused. 
Mr.  Boon  again  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  take  up  the  resolution  of  Mr,  Shirrod  Williams,  pro- 
hibiting discrimination  in  the  receipt  of  the  media  of 
payment  of  public  dues.     Refused. 

Reports  were  now  presen'ed.  Several  upon  private 
claims  having  been  presenied  and  disposed  of,  ihe  bi" 
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confine  his  motion  for  recoiisid.  lation  to  ihal  spe- 
cific object ;  but  It  was  not,  and  he  would  now  say 
to  his  political  friends  that,  if  this  vote  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  another  tedious  discussion  sprin"' 
up  upon  any  of  the  amendments  proposed  as  a  sub- 
stitute to  the  bill,  (each  of  which  had  been  very 
fully  discussed  already,)  he  shoul.l  feel  it  his  duty, 
upon  the  recurrence  of  such  a  debate,  to  vote  with  1 
the  Iriends  of  the  administration  lor  the  previous 
question,  and  then  to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape.  But  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  last  time  he 
would  ever  be  called  upon  to  vote  a  supply  in  this 
form. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider.  Mr.  Rives  asked  what  uould  be 
the  effect  of  a  motion  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table? 
Would  it  carry  the  bill,  necessarily,  with  it?  The 
Chair  had  considered  this,  but,  the  previous  question 
pending,  this  was  not  tlie  lime  to  decide  it.  Mr.  PFiV- 
liams,  of  N.  C.  moved  acall  ofthe  house;  which  was 
ordered,  and  the  roll  was  called  tlirou^rh.  Before  the 
roll  was  called  a  second  time,  Mr.  C»s/i/«g  said  he 
was  sick  of  seeing  the  time  ofthe  house  and  country 
consumed  in  calls  ofthe  house,  while  members  did 
not  choose  lo  attend  to  their  |iublic  duties.  He  mov- 
ed to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  Petrik-in  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  moiion.  Mr.  Cashing  withdrew 
the  motion;  and  the  call  proceeded.  215  members 
answered  to  their  names.  The  doors  were  then  clos- 
ed. Mr.  0()/K  moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  C»sA- 
man  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  order- 
ed. The  motion  to  suspend  the  call  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  117,  nays 
84.  So  the  proceedings  undei  the  call  were  suspend- 
ed, and  the  doors  were  opened.  The  question  then 
recurred  on  seconding  the  previous  question, and  was 
decided  by  tellers,  I  bus:  Ayes  119,  noes  not  counted. 
The  question,  Shall  the  main  question  [to  reconsid- 
er] be  now  put?  then  recurred.  Mr.  Graydemanded 
theyeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  house 
decided,  by  the  following  vote,  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  put:  Yeas  141,  nays  64.  The  question  then 
recurred.  Shall  the  vote  upon  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  be  reconsidered?  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Alien,  J- 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigs,  BeU,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bjrdeu,  Bri."'s 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W^'b! 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin; 
Corv/in,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.^FIetcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  fJailand,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, Win.  Graham,  Grave.=,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halsted, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henrv,  Herod,  Hotl- 
?J?"^";'f;''''"'  ^-  ^^-  ^-  H"'«er,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  {j.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin 
J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Meson,  Maury,  Mav,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee,  Mercer,  Mdligan,  Mitchell,  M.  Mor- 
ns, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peek,  Pope, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  R'dirway 
Robertson,  Rol)ir,oi),  RHm.H-v,  Russell,  Sawver°  .^Jer- 
geant.  A,  II.  Sii  :  :-  :  '.  :\  .^h.iMnl,  Sheld^  S  h!ev 

ferro,  Tliomp.,,  ,.  l:,,  ,;  ,  j  ,  l-Ja,,,!,  loikruood,  A 
S.  White,  J.  W'.i::,;  ii.  \V,uiilt..sL.v,  L.  Williams,  .'^lier- 
rod  Williams,  .f.  L.  Wdlianis,  C.'H.  Wdliam.s' Wise 
Yorke— no. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Camhreleiig,  J. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De- 
GrafT,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher.  Fos.cr.  Fry  G"lliin 
Glascock,    Granilanrl,   Grant,   Gray,   Griliin,'    Ha 


motion  of  Mr.   Rariden   to    reconsider  the    u'  j    n  ,,  xt      >■  •. 

^  wher^,  this  bill  was  passed  last  ,iight"a!!::   ^^^^pS^:^;  '^i^-^^tlk!l:-^i^ 
nrst  in  order  ,.,,,,.,,  .    ,  T-  B-  Jackson.  J.  Johns..n,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  .Tjnes 

l.lr.  A«n,/fn  explained  (hat  he  was  induced  to  I  Kei.n,  K-i  ,!,!,.,  k|'m -<  -^iri-h,  I  r-  ',  I  d'le'ler 
move  the  reconsideration  of  the  final  vote  on  this  ;!.•■■'-  1, -M  i,  I  ..  ;  ,V  ;,  V  i( /  i;  AlCelian' 
bill  more  on  account  of  his  political  friends  than  on  I  A.  Mm  -',,.  \:  i  I:  n  ,  \l  :,  ,  M  ,  ;  ,,,,,,,  M  ui're,' 
h.s  own  account.  Although  he  greatly  preferred  a  I -^^ ''"■'■'•  ^!'|ti\,  \.,U..i)  ,,■  i.  I',,  i,,  ;,  i',.;.,r,  Par- 
direct  loan  lor  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  trea-  I  ™'"'''r.  Penaybacker.  rrtrikiii,  Pliein-,  Pi.keiis,  Pot- 
sury  tothe  issue  of  treasury  notes,  yet,  objectiona-  ou' f ''''"'o,,  ,""^^'  ^^''>''  '^'''^"-  Richardson,  Rives, 
ble  us  that  method  of  supply  was,  he  had,  and  per-  |h,';™%-^liep''i'-.^Snyder,^S;jeiieer,  Taylor,^Th,.inas, 
haps  would  again  feci  it  his  duty  to  go  for  it  i 
preference  to  embarrassinj;  the  action  of  the  gov 


eriiment  for  want  of  means.  But  he  must  be  al 
lowed  to  say  he  preferred  the  supply  in  a  medium 
whose  circulation  would  not  necessarily  be  con- 
fined to  the  importing  cities.  But  he  would  take 
this  occasion  to  say  to  his  political  Iriends,  that  he 
considered  the  time  of  this  house  now  of  more  im- 
portance to  this  nation  than  the  dtderence  in  the 
means  proposed  for  supplying  the  treasury,  and 
that  Ins  main  object  in  moving  the  reconsideration 
was  that  a  full  vote  of  the  house  might  be  had,  or 
other  means  proposed  for  its  relief.  For  himself, 
he  preferred  the   proposition    or  amendment  pro 


posed  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stnart,) 
which  proposed  a  reissue  of  treasury  paper  to  an 
amount  equal  to  the  immediate  wants  of  Ihe  govern- 
uient,  and  Ihe  residue  needful  to  be  obtained  by  a 
direct  loan;  and,  if  it  was  in  his  power,  he  would 


Titu.=,  ToMcey,  Turtie.v.  Vail,  Va„u....,.,  ,,.,;;,  ,.k„ 
Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Wiluams, 
Worthington,  Yeil— 109. 

The  Chuir  voted  in  the  negative,  thus  making 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  equal  in  nuii.ber.  So  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  rejecled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  Tuesd.ty 
and  Wednesday,  the  5th  and  Cth  of  June,  were  set 
apart  (or  the  consideration  of  territorial  business. 

Mr.  Cushing  called  up  his  resolution,  calling  for 
information  with  regard  to  this  subject;  which  he 
snppoited  at  length.  He  continued  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  \\  hich  were  suspended  for  a  time  by 
a  very  interesting  explanation  by  Mr.  .\daiu3,  in 
relation  lo  Ihe  negotiation  ofthe  Florida  treaty,  our 
claims  on  the  Perdido,  &c.:  of  all  which,  together 
with  Mr.  C's  speech,  we  shall  present  a  full  report 
hereafter.  Mr.  C.  had  not  concluded  his  speech 
when,  at  half  past  4  o'clock,  he  yielded  to  a  moiion 
for  adjournment,  and  the  house  thereupon  adjourned 
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TuE  iio.v.  Levi  Woodbi'ry,  secret  iry  ul'tlie  treiisury, 
wnsuii  Friday  the  18th  iiisi.  unanimously  noniinaetl  as 
chiet  justice  o(  the  superior  court  of  the  state  ol'  New 
Hampshire,  tu  supply  the  vacancy  occasiuned  hy  the 
death  of  rlie  hue  juilsje  Richardson — and  siili-equent 
accounts  state  that  the  nomination  has  been  contirnied- 

Co.v.xECTiccT.  Dennis  Kimhcrhj  esq.  (W.)  has  been 
elected  a  senatorin  ciini:ir-..  IV  mi  'hr  stale  ol  Connecti- 
cut for  si-\  years  froii  rlj,  If  i  if  M  ir.-li  next, in  place  of 
the  hon.  J-  M.  yHo.  w  i  ..  ■  :  ;,  ,.|  service  will  then 
expire.  Ttie  voie  "m-  (  ir  lu:ii^  rly  97,  Niles,  3S, — 
majority  for  Knnberly  5a. 

Cherosee  TRE.iTV.  It  will  lie  seen  by  the  message 
of  the  president,  and  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war 
(inscrle  I  in  the  proceeilinjs  of  the  senriie.)  to  Ahssrs. 
Ross,  CJjnier,  &.c.  eomprisim,'  the  Chirolue  dtlcLta- 
tion  in  this  city,  that  the  late  treaty  has  assumed  a  nrw 
feature.  Tiie  suliject  has  already  caused  an  exetlinij 
discussion  in  both  houses,  and  we  give  place  to  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  "Globe"  that  our  readers  may  under- 
BtanJ  the  whole  ground  upon  whicli the  executive  has 
proceeded. 

OFFICIAL. 

From  the  ^^Globe"  of  ]Vetlncsd<iy,  the  23d  instant. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  major 
genaral  Scott,  dated 

Department  of  TK/r,  May  23,  1836. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith,  a  copy  of  proposals 
made  by  the  department  to  tlie  Ciierokee  delegation 
now  in  this  city,  wliich,  it  is  believed,  will  be  accepted 
by  them.  You  arc,  therefore,  liereby  authorized  to  en- 
ter into  an  agreeueiit  with  the  agent  of  the  nation  for 
the  removal  of  their  people.  Tne  expenses  attending 
the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  are  now  fully  ascer- 
tained by  past  experience,  and  it  is  presumed  you  will 
finii  no  dilriculty  in  making  such  an  arrangement  as. 
while  it  will  secure  their  comfortable  removal  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  their  chiel's  and  head  men, 
will  etfectually  protect  tlie  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  prevent  all  unnecessary  delay  or  useless  expendi- 
tures. 

Whether  the  removal  of  this  people  is  to  be  con- 
tinued by  the  military  force  under  your  command,  or 
to  be  conducted  by  their  own  agents,  care  must  be  ta- 
ken that  it  be  curried  on  continuously,  and  as  speedily 
as  may  be  consisent  with  their  health  and  comfort.  It 
must  commence  in  that  part  of  the  territory  which  has 
been  granted  or  sold  by  the  states  to  whuse  jurisdiction 
it  belongs,  in  order  that  the  several  proprietors  of  the 
land  may  be  put  in  possession  of  their  estates  with  as 
litde  del  ly  as  possible.  These  proposals  have  been 
laid  before  congress  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such 
legislative  provisions  as  they  require;  but  it  is  not  in- 
tendeti  diereby  to  retard  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
and  you  will  therefore  pursue  t'-e  measures  you  have 
already  adopted,  until  the  agents  of  the  nation  are  ready 
to  take  charge  of  the  future  emigration  of  their  people; 
nor  will  you  then  permit  any  unnecessary  dcJay  m  their 
operations. 

V'ery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 
Major  general  WinficU  Scott,  Athens,  Tennessee. 

OFFItHL. 

From  the  "Globe'  of  Thursday,  the  2ith  i-tstant. 
Copy  of  a  le'ter  froiii  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  go- 
vernors of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  North 
Carolina. 

D:p:irtme,i;  of  IV./r,  May  23,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here'vith  to  your 
excetlency,  a  copy  of  a  proposed  arrangement  with 
John  R  iss,  and  other  chiels  and  head-men  of  the 
Cnerokee  nation,  now  in  this  city.  Your  e.tcellency 
will  perceive  in  these  p.-oposals,  that  the  government, 
while  itseeks  to  procure  the  eo-jperatijn  of  the  delega- 
tion in  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  lias 
carefuilU'  abstained  fro.ii  c  Jinproniitting  the  nghus  and 
interests  of  the  stauis  concerned  in  the  exccuuo.i  of  tiie 
treaty.  It  is  not  supposed  that  it  will  require  so  long  a 
period  as  two  yeare  to  remove  the  remaining  Chero- 
kees to  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississi|ipi,  but 
whatever  term  of  time  may  be  necessary  to  their  com- 
fortable emigration,  the  depanment  relies  upon  the 
gener  jsitv  ol  the  states  interested  not  to  press  their 
claims  sj  long  as  they  are  satisfied  that  due  diliOTnce 
is  used  by  the  agents  of  the  nation,  to  elFeci  ihiii  desira- 
ble object  as  speedily  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poi.VSETT. 

To  the  governors  of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
and  North  Carolina. 

The  Cherokees.  From  the  MilleJL'cville  Journal  of 
May  Ib.'h.  We  regret  to  learn  tnat  violence  iias  been 
already  committed  by  tne  Cherokees  wiihin  our  iimiis. 
Dr.  Joh.n  Brnster,  late  surveyor  general  of  the  stale, 
has  fallen  a  victim  to  their  hostility.  Hisfenrman  was 
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killed,  it  is  staled,  a  lew  limirs  previ.iiis,  at  ill.-  ferrv  iVom 
whence  llu->'  proceeded  to  his  house.  His  body  was 
pierced  by  lour  balls. 

Company  H.  and  portions  of  eoinpaniis  IJ.  E.  and 
F.  1st  regiment  of  ariilkry,  under  coniinand  of  major 
Kirbv  arrived  here  May  l.i,  and  proceeded  to  Charles- 
ton. '  They  are  destined  for  ihe  Cherokee  coiiniry. 

Orticersl  Captain  Norman,  Ik  ireiiants  McLean, 
Rulledae,  Aisquith,  Mackull,  and  Ur.  Molt.  [Savannah 
Georgian. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  slates  that  a  considera- 
ble body  of  United  Slates  troops  arrived  there  from 
Florida  on  the  ITili  instant.  Tlierc  were  five  compa- 
nies of  infaniry  and  two  of  ariillerv — miiking  in  all  3.i2 
men.     The  foHowinii  ..Hie,  rs  also  arrived; 

Itrig.uli.r  giii.ral  W,  K.  Arni.sU-ul,  3.1  arlill,  rv; 
brevet  maior  II.  Wilson,  lih  iiil;.:iirv;  lieiit.s.  II.  Gar- 
ner, 3d  a'riillerv,  K.  C.  Buchiiiiaii,  -Ith  iiifaiiiry;  .\. 
Conkling,  2d  artillery;  Geo.  Lincoln,  4ili  infantry;  W'. 
W.  Chapman,  2d  artillerv;  R.  .\.  Luther,  do.;  Anii- 
siroiig,  do.;  M.irgan,  do.  Wo..dbridi;e,  do.;  E.  A.  Oz. 
den,  1st  infaniry;  surgeons  II.  .\.  Slinneck,  R.  B 
Wood,  and  assistant  surgeon  Suter.  Both  olficcrs  and 
men  are  in  fine  health  and  spirits. 

\n  Act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  ihc  government. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
'ives  I'f  th(?  United  Slates  of  .\mertca  in  congress  as- 
sembled, that  the  secretary  of  the  treasiir)',  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president  of  the  Uniiecl  Stales  is 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
according  to  the  provisions  of,  and  subject  to  all  the 
conditions,  liniiiations  and  restrictions  contained  in  an 
act  eniitleci  "An  act  to  authorize  ihe  issuin"  of  treasury 
notes,"  approved  the  twelfth  day  of  October  fast,  in  place 
of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or  may  be  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  paid  into  the  treasury  and  cancelled. 

Nox-HESt;MPTioN.  AVe  are  sorry  to  say  that  the 
hopes  entertained  recenUy  that  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates  would  speedily  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, are  very  much  dissipated.  It  is  now  supposed 
that  such  an  event  will  not  happen  until  the  rising  of 
congress,  or  the  autumn,  or  even  later.  As  a  general 
resumption  south  and  west  depends  on  the  movements 
of  this  bank  in  a  great  measure,  the  state  of  expectation 
respecting  its  future  course  has  an  important  elfcct  on 
all 'unds  of  ihe  non-resuming  states.  In  consequence 
of  the  opinion  now  entertained  all  such  funds  are  dull, 
and  have  fallen  in  price  materially. 

[Jour,  of  Commerce. 

New  York  money  .market,  May  21,  The  upward 
tendency  which  has  for  -several  tiays  existed  in  the 
slock  market,  appears  to  have  partially  subsided,  the 
sales  yesterday  having  generally  been  made  at  a  decline 
on  the  prices  of  the  day  previous;  the  reaction  however, 
had  not  any  effect  on  the  amount  of  business  transact- 
ed, which  was  very  large.  Treasury  notes  continue  at 
par. 

A  fair  business  has  been  done  in  sierlinii  exchange, 
for  transmission  by  the  packet  saihng  this  morning  for 
Liverpool,  at  7  a  7  1-2  per  cent,  premium,  establishing 
an  advance  of  about  lialf  per  cent,  on  previous  sales. 
On  France  5f  35c  was  generally  obtained. 

The  New  York  American  quotes  U.  S.  Bank  stock 
aiS119aSl20. 

Late  from  Florida.  .\  letter  received  in  Charles- 
ton, dated  Black  Creek,  May  16,  says:  An  express  ar- 
rived here,  day  before  yesterday,  .stating  that  Alligator, 
who  had  been  sent  out  about  a  month  since  by  gen. 
Taylor,  had  returned  with  317  Indians,  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  the  impression  is  that  there  will  be 
no  more  campaigning,  as  it  is  supp  .sed  ihal  all  of  the 
Indians  will  come  in  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  The 
John  McLean  has  just  arrived  here  from  Fort  Mellon, 
which  post  is  to  be  broken  up;  that  at  Volusia  is  already 
abandoned.  The  McLean  brings  soldiers,  horses,  boats, 
&c.  The  Charleston  is  expected  to-day  from  the  same 
place. 

Upper  Can  ida.  From  the  Toronto  Herahl  of  Ihe  V2th 
inst.  This  day  Charles  Durand  received  sentence  of 
death,  to  be  hanged  on  the  24th  instant.  The  remain- 
der of  ihe  prisoners  not  yet  tried,  to  the  number  of  fifty 
four,  were  then  called  up,  when  the  chief  justice,  in  his 
usual  able  and  eloquent  style,  addressed  tliein  on  the 
enormi'y  of  the  crime  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and 
enjoined  upon  them  henceforwanl  to  live  in  peace  and 
social  harmony,  selling  forth  ihe  happy  results  of  such 

1  a  course  of  conduct,  which  he  finished,  bv  inf.irming 
them  iliai,  incoisiderati  in  of'he  energetic  elTirts  wi|ich 

[  had  been  used  to  corrupt  iheir  minds,  and  in  remem- 
brance of  their  Ibrini  r  loyalty  and  good  eoniluct,  they 

I  were  pardoni-d.    The  only  condifion  which  wae  re- 


iiuircd  ol  theiii  was  to  mve  securily  for  iheir  good  be- 
havior lor  three  vear.s,  ibeiiiselves  in  jt;200  poniids,  each 
and  two  sureties  each  of  X' 100. 

Texas.  Gen.  limit,  the  Texan  minister,  left  this 
city  lijr  Texas  on  Wednesday  last.  This  EeniUniaii 
niade  a  very  favorable  impression  on  all  who  formed 
his  acquaintance  during  his  residence  liere.  It  is  not 
experied  that  he  will  immediately  reiurn  to  resume  liii) 
hinclioiis  near  this  government. 

Fairfax  Catlctt,  esq.  has  been  left  charge  d'afliiires 
(ii(  interim.  [Globt. 

The  senale  of  Tixn^  Im-  nj.  .-ted  the  resoluiion  of 
the  house  of  represenlaiiM  -  iirupM-m;;  lu  uillidiaw  the 

proposition  for  the  iii;i:i  \:ii.. i   Texas  lo  the  L'niled 

Slates.  The  gioiuid  ..I  ex. .  piioii  was,  tint  the  propo- 
siiiiiii  was  made  by  the  vole  of  the  people.  It  was  said 
ihai  piesideni  Houston  would  himself  take  ihe  respon- 
sibility of  leeiilliiig  ii. 

The  loan  bill,  as  amended,  uiianimoiisly  passed  llio 
senate,  .Vpril  30.  By  one  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
it  provided  that  the  "  money  raised  upon  the  bonds 
must  be  deposited  in  the  I.'niled  Stales  Bunk  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  Manhattan  Bank  at  New  York,  or  llio 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  subject  lo  the  orders  of  tlis 
governiiieiit.'' 

V'iRoiNiA  loan.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  stales 
that  the  state  6  per  cent,  loan  of  S400,00U,  advertised 
for  on  ihe  21st  inst.  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Jaipielin, 
Tiiylor  &  CO.  ef  that  city,  at  a  premium  ot'S2  81  per  oem. 

Kentucky  bonds.  Wcw  York,  May  24.  We  learn 
that  Mr.  Bullock,  secretary  of  stale  of  Kentucky,  and 
UL'eiit  for  the  negotiation  o'f  Sl,250,000  of  the  bonds  of 
ihat  slate,  has  succeeded  in  ellLclmg  a  disposition  of 
tlieni  on  tiivoiable  terms. 

We  undirstand  that  the  purchaser  is  ultimately  lo 
dispose  ol  them  in  the  Kuropeon  market,  converting 
them  into  sterling  bonds,  and  making  the  interest  and 
principal  payable  in  London.      [C'our.  and  Uni/uirer. 

Neoro  si'FFRAGE.  The  liou.se  of  representatives  of 
Connecticut,  by  a  vote  of  165  to  33,  have  refused  to  re- 
commend the  expunging  of  the  word  "white"'  in  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  wluch  specifics  who  sliidl  be 
entitled  to  vote. 

Serious  Tornado.  We  learn  from  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle,  that  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  that  city  was 
visited  by  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which,  although  of 
but  short  duration,  was  of  i  xiraordinarv  violence,  and 
occasioned  very  eonsulirable  damage.  '  li  commenced 
about  seven  o'.;I.Kk,  passing  over  ihe  city  from  the 
south  west  lo  the  north  east,  carrying  ofTin  lis  progress 
the  roofs  and  chimnies  of  houses,  and  scaiuringlheir 
fragments  over  the  streets.  As  an  evidence  of  the  vio- 
lence of  the  storm  the  Chronicle  states  that  the  zinc  roof 
upon  the  new  Christ  Church  was,  to  a  great  extant,  torn 
on,  and  rolled  up,  as  if  by  the  operation  of  some  power- 
ful machinery. 

The  prince  de  .Toinville,  third  son  of  the  King  of 
France,  attended  by  several  French  ofllcers,  amved  in 
Washington  on  Thursdav  lasf,  via  Ricliinond,  in  the 
sieamboai  Sidney,  lb'  is  an  ollirer  on  board  the  line 
of  battle  ship  Hervulrs,  wlu.li.  uitii  tlie  slo,,p  of  war 
Favorite,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  on  Monday  last. 

Co.ii.  .Melancthon  Woolsev,  a  highly  disfinguished 
ofiicer  of  the  navy,  died  at  lihica.  N.  Y.,  on  Saturday 
last,  in  ihe  60ih  year  of  his  age.  He  received  a  lieulen- 
aiiTs  commissi.in,  April  9di,  180U,  and  was  appointed 
captain,  .\pril  27th,  1816 

A  bill  of  iii'lictmeiii  for  murder  has  been  found  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Pulaski  county,  Arkansas,  ,an.aiiist 
John  Wilson,  ihe  speaker  of  the  house  of  asseinblv  of 
that  Slate,  who  left  the  chair  and  munlered  Josepd  J. 
Anthony,  a  member,  on  the  floor  of  the  house. 

jrissisMPPi  election.  We  have  before  us  returns 
from  all  the  counties,  except  two,  in  which  the  majori- 
ties onlv  are  reported,  which  give  Prentiss  12,249, 
Word  i:.511— (majoriiv  over  Claiborne,  273)— Clai- 
borne 1  l,3J-i,  and  Davis'  10,9il.  In  July  last,  the  vote 
for  Claiborne  was  11,193,  Prentiss  7,161. 

Mr.  .\dams'  OPINION  OF  rr.vcTUALiTY.  A  letter  of  the 
lion.  John  Quincy  Adam-!  has  just  been  made  public, 
in  which,  (refusing  lo  accept  an  invitation  to  attend  a 
meeting  in  the  city  of  New  York,)  that  veteran  stales- 
man  uses  tlie  following  language: 

"  .My  public  duties  will  detain  me  here  probably 
though  the  whole  month  of  .May.  During  ihc  session 
of  congress,  I  do  not  hold  myself  a:  liberty  to  absent 
hiy-:elf  voluntarily  from  the  house,  a  siigle  day"  .Such 
is  my  esiirna'e  of' the  rcpresentalive  duty,  confirmed  by 
a  poiii'ivfi  rule  of  the  house  iiseU",  not  the  less  obligatory 
fir  beirj  little  observed. 
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Board  OF  VISITERS.  Military  AcaJcmy.  The 
following  named  gentlemen  have  been  invited  by 
the  secretary  of  war  to  attend  as  a  board  of  visiters 
the  annual  examination  of  the  cadets  of  the  U.  S. 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  to  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  June,  1838. 

Conneclicut— Professor  Thomas  Hubbard. 

New  York — Gen.  Ducoudray  Holstein,  Rev'd 
G.  M.  Johnson,  professor  \Vm.  M.  Holland,  Jas. 
Shea,  and  Mcdad  Butler,  esqrs. 

Pennsylvania— Dr.  J.  B.  Ard,  Thomas  B.  McEl- 
wee,  John  C.    Phimmer,  and  Thomas  Koss,  esqrs. 

Maryland — Daniel  Murray,  esqr.  and  professor 
J.  T.  Ducatel. 

Virginia — John  E.  Page,  Hugh  A.  Garland,  and 
Alexander  Rives,  esqrs. 

North  Carolina — J.  F.  Burgwin,  esq. 

South  Carolina — Gen.  George  McDutfie,  profes- 
sors F.  Leiber,  and Holbrook. 

Georgia — C.  J.  McDonald,  esq. 

Kentucky — Judge  James. 

Tennessee — Col.  George  Wilson. 

Ohio— Dr.  J.  D.  Weston. 

Mississippi — Dr.  John  H.  Holt. 

Illinois — B.  F.  Morris,  esq. 

Alabama — H.  W.Ellis,  esq. 

Missouri — Col.  W.  H.  Russell. 

Arkansas—  J.  S.  Conway,  esq. 

Michigan — Dr.  Z.  Pitcher,  late  of  U.  S.  army. 
[,'lrmy  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

New  militia  law.  The  bill  reported  by  the 
committee  on  the  militia  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, proposing  material  alterations  in  the  pre- 
sent system,  excites  much  interest.  The  principal 
alteration  is  in  the  time  of  service.  The  law  of 
1792  requires  every  able  bodied  white  male  citizen, 
between  the  age  of  18  and  45,  lo  perform  military 
duty.  The  present  bill  limits  the  ages  between  21 
and  10.  The  reasons  that  influenced  the  commit- 
tee to  assume  the  age  of  21,  were,  that  the  power 
to  exact  the  services  of  minors  was  extremely  ques- 
tionable, and  that  their  service  in  time  of  peace 
was  not  required.  Limiting  the  age  to  40  was  con- 
sidered proper,  upon  the  ground  that  the  increase 
of  tlie  militia,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  population, 
would  make  it  entirely  too  unwieldy;  and  would 
release  a  portion  from  a  burden  not  required  by  the 
country  at  the  present  time.  They  classify  the 
militia  into  the  aclive  and  general  nnWWdi.  The  ac- 
tive militia  to  be  composed  of  a  tenth  part  of  the 
whole  number;  the  remainder  to  form  the  general 
militia.  The  active  militia  are  to  be  selected  from 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  by  the  states;  the 
whole  control  being  with  the  states,  so  that  ample 
justice  may  be  done  to  all  interested.  It  is  claimed 
that  on  this  plan,  the  government  will  have  at  all 
time  a  certain  portion  of  militia  to  take  the  field  in 
her  defence,  in  a  state  of  discipline  equal  to  regu- 
lars; also  that  it  will  be  a  most  effectual  argument 
against  the  increase  of  a  standing  array.  The  bill 
requires  the  active  militia  to  be  encamped  for  the 
period  of  six  consecutive  days  annually,  to  improve 
in  practical  military  science.  The  tour  of  duty  is 
fixed  at  nine  months.  The  active  militia  will 
amount  to  about  250,000  men,'  not  inferior  in  drill 
to  the  regular  army,  and  ready  to  take  the  field  at 
a  moment's  warning.  The  bill  asks  an  appropria- 
tion of  ten  millions.  [Jltcx.  Gaz. 

Mexico  and  France.  The  following  are  the 
terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  Baron  Defi'audis, 
on  the  partofthe  French  governnientto  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico: 

1.  The  sum  of  #600,000  to  be  paid  before  the  15th 
of  May,  on  board  any  French  vessel  of  war  in  siglu 
of  Vera  Cruz,  to  be  distributed  by  the  French  go- 
vernment among  the  Frenchmen  who  have  sustain- 
ed wrongs  in  Mexico.  These  are  arranged  in  three 
classes.  1.  Those  who  have  been  plundered,  or  had 
property  destoyed,  during  the  civil  disturbances. 
2.  Those  who  have  had  forced  loans  imposed  upon 
Ihem.  3.  Those  to  whom  justice  has  been  refused 
or  who  have  been  wronged  by  unjust  and  arbitrary 
decisions. 

2  General  Gomez,  who  ordered  the  execution  of 
two  Frenchmen  in  Tampico,  Messrs.  Denwinsent 
and  Saussieu,  to  be  deprived  of  his  grade,  and  to 
pay  .$20,000  to  the  families  of  the  victims. 

3.  Col.  Pardo,  commandment  of  Colinfa,  for  as- 
saulting and  wounding  M.  G.  Dulany,  to  be  ilepriv- 
edof  his  commission,  and  pay  .'ffy,(i6b  to  M.  Dulany. 

4.  Senor  Tamayo,  judge  of  Mexico,  for  his  un- 
just sentence  against  M.  Lemoine,  to  be  deprived 
of  office.  M.  Lemoine  to  be  released  Iroin  prison, 
and  be  paid  an  indemnification  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

5.  The  sum  of  .#50,000  to  bo  paid  the  families  of 
the  Frenchmen  murdered  in  Arenzingo. 


The  various  sums  above  specified  to  be  paid  in 
addition  to  the  gross  sum  of  $600,000,  mentioned 
in  the  first  article. 

The  Baron  Detfaudis  farther  requires  that  "the 
Mexican  government  will  bind  itself  in  the  most 
precise  and  solemn  manner,  under  the  condition  on 
the  other  hand  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity,  with 
respect  to  its  agents,  citizens,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation on  the   part  of  France. 

"1.  To  secure  constantly  in  the  territory  of  the 
republic,  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  France,  the  enjoy- 
mentin  all  respects  oflhe  treatment  of  the  most  fa- 
vored nation,  excepting,  however,  certain  rights, 
personal  and  political,  reserved  by  the  constitution 
ot  the  country  to  the  citizens  of  the  new  republics 
formed  in  the  ancient  Spanish  America. 

'  2.  Not  to  impose  in  any  case,  in  future,  upon 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty,  either  contributions  of 
war  of  any  kind,  or  taxes  equal  or  analogous  to 
to  them,  known  by  the  denomination  of  empressi- 
tos  forzosos,  whatever  might  be  their  destination. 

"3.  Lastly.  Never  to  curtail  in  the  least  the  le- 
gal facility  which  the  French  citizens  have  hitherto 
enjoyed,  to  trade  in  retail  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Mexicans,  without  granting  to  the  formersuficient 
indemnification." 


CHEROIvEE  TREATY. 
In  senate  May  15,  1838. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts  and  Mr.  Mc  Kcan  of 
Pennsylvania  having  presented  several  memorials, 
remonstrances  &.c.  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  John  Ridge,  from  the  Chero- 
kee country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He  was  a 
full-blooded  native  Cherokee.  The  letter  contain- 
ed much  interesting  inl'ormation  in  regard  to  the 
true  condition  of  the  Cherokee  people  who  had 
emigrated  west  of  the  Mississippi  liver.  Mr.  Ridge 
had  been  in  that  country  twelve  months,  had  ex- 
plored and  examined  it,  and  the  letter  gave  a  full 
account  in  respect  to  the  true  condition  of  those 
people.  But  this  was  not  all.  The  declarations  of 
other  intelligent  persons  corroborated  what  Mr. 
Ridge  had  stated  on  this  subject. 

This  letter,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  come  as  from  an  in- 
dividual, but  it  contained  a  full  and  complete  refu- 
tation of  all  those  petitions  which,  morning  after 
morning,  were  pouring  in  upon  the  senate,  from 
jiersons  who  knew  nothing  of  the  real  condition  of 
these  people,  or  of  the  subject  on  which  they  were 
annoying  others,  in  a  way  which  must  have  a  most 
deleterious  effect  on  the  country,  and  on  the  unfortu- 
nate remnant  of  these  Indian  people,  and  which 
might  end  in  a  manner  afflictive  to  all  persons  ofsen- 
sihility  and  humanity. 

Mr.  L.  asked  that  the  letter  might  be  read;  it 
contained  statements  of  facts  which  could  be  estab- 
lished in  courts  of  justice,  and  which  were  cal- 
culated to  have  an  important  bearing  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  L.  then  read  the  letter,  no  objection  being 
made;  and,  after  a  brief  statement  of  the  happy 
and  contented  condition  of  the  Cherokees  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  it  proceeded  with  matter  and  re- 
fieclions  principally  derogatory  to  John  Ross,  of 
the  Cherokee  nation,  and  hisencouragers  and  coad- 
jutors. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  grateful  for  the  indulgence 
which  the  senate  had  granted  him.  lie  felt  it  due 
to  the  subject  and  the  country  to  do  thus  much, 
and  he  felt  very  confident  that  if  those  people  who 
were  sending  petitions  here  knew  better  what  they 
were  doing,  every  good  principle  of  human  nature 
would  impel  them  to  a  difierent  course.  They 
were  proceeding  under  the  sacred  name  of  the  holy 
religion  of  the  Bible;  and  if  Mr.  L.  reverenced  any 
thing,  it  was  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  But  he 
looked  forward  to  the  results  of  the  passing  tenden- 
cies to  unite  and  blend  that  religion  witirthc  poli- 
tics of  the  country,  with  fear  arTd  trembling.  But 
he  would  not  now  consume  the  time  of  the  senate. 
His  sole  objects  was  to  prevent  the  evil  which  he 
saw  growing  out  of  the  course  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  another  remonstrance  of  the 
same  kind,  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  New 
Windsor,  Ontario  county.  New  York,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

AVhile  up,  Mr.  D.  said  he  would  speak  a  word  or 
two  in  ri'ply  to  the  senator  from  Georgia.  That 
senator  had  seen  fit  to  read  a  private  letter  for  the 
information  of  the  senate,  and  INlr.D.  was  happy  to 
be  informed  in  any  way  In  regard  to  the  state  of 
facts  as  they  existed  on  this  subject,  and  he  would 
not  have  said  one  word  in  leply  if  the  senator  had 
not  alleged  that  this  letter  refuted  the  statements  of 


the  remonstrants.  Mr.  D.  had  looked  over  the 
memorials  which  he  had  presented,  and  he  had 
heard  the  letter  and  if  the  senator  had  been  bet- 
ter informed  in  regard  to  the  contents  of  both, 
he  would  not  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  letter  touched  the  subject  of  the  memorials 
at  all.  The  memorialists  did  not  go  into  the  inqui- 
ry as  to  the  liberality  of  this  treaty,  nor  of  the  rich- 
ness and  pleasantness  of  the  country  lo  which  these 
people  were  removed,  and,  as  lar  as  Mr.  D.  knew, 
they  made  no  question  about  this.  But  whether  it 
were  so  or  not,  was  not  at  all  the  matter  in  question. 
The  remonstrants  insisted  that  the  treaty  was  pro- 
cured by  fraudulent  and  improper  means,  and  that 
it  was  made  and  procured  without  the  essent  of 
the  Cherokees;  and  they  then  drew  this  inference, 
that  if  the  treaty  was  made  without  the  assent  of 
the  nation,  it  ought  not  to  be  obligatory,  and  con- 
sequently ought  not  to  be  enlbrced  without  their 
consent.  Mr.  D.  had  uniformly  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  this  was  no  treaty;  but  as  the  sense  of 
the  senate  was  otherwise,  and  as  the  constitutional 
majority  had  declared  it  a  law  of  the  land,  Mr.  D. 
deemed  it  his  duly  to  acquiesce,  and  he  had  sent 
these  memorials  lo  the  table  without  examining 
this  matter  expecting  that  the  government  would 
go  on  with  the  treaty-,  but  hoping  that  it  would  be 
done  in  the  spirit  of  humanity.  The  memorialists 
weie,  many  of  them,  gentlemen  of  the  highest  res- 
pectability in  the  country  for  intelligence,  moral 
worth,  humanity, _and  every  thing  that  went  to  ex- 
alt human  beings."  The  senator  had  not  done  them 
justice,  for  all  fhey  asked  was  that  the  treaty  might 
not  be  enforced  against  the  will  of  the  Chero- 
kees. 

Mr.  D.  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  John  Ross.  The 
remonstrants  had  derived  their  information  on  this 
subject  not  liom  him,  but  from  documents  publish- 
ed here.  They  had  seen  the  remonstrance  now  on 
the  files  of  the  senate  from  more  than  16,000  of 
that  nation,  stating  to  the  senate  and  to  the  coun- 
try that  the  treaty'had  been  made  without  the  as- 
sent of  that  nation  by  a  few  unauthorized  individu- 
als, and  that  they  were  therefore  not  bound  by  it. 
Mr.  D.  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  thus  much,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  denied  wholly  that  this  let- 
ter was  re|)rnachfnl.  It  s|ioke  of  (he  remonstrants 
as  deluded,  bewildered,  and  misled;  and  it  was  true 
that  they  were  so;  and  that  the  senator  himself  was 
under  a  misapprehension,  Mr.  L.  would  show  by 
calling  his  attention  to  one  fact,  which  was,  that  it 
was  well  known  by  Mr.  L.  and  by  others  here,  that 
there  were  not  16,000  Cherokees  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, men,  women,  children,  and  infants  includ- 
ed. This  showed  the  deception  and  delusion  un- 
der which  the  remonstrants  acted,  and  evinced  that 
these  good  people,  as  well  as  their  respectable  or- 
gan here,  were  under  a  mistaken  impression. 

In  regard  to  the  language  of  the  remonstrants, 
Mr.  L.  had  examined  one  of  the  memorials,  and 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  reproachful 
terms  used  by  them  against  this  government,  and 
all  its  respectable  authorities;  there  was  nothing  in 
the  letter  to  compare  with  it.  But  we  had  fallen 
on  times  when  privileges  of  this  kind  were  all  on 
one  side;  the  senate  received  reproaches  to  degrade 
the  government;  but  the  moment  reproach  was 
cast  on  the  people  who  took  these  liberties,  it  was 
like  disturbing  a  hornet's  nest.  Mr.  L.  denied  that 
this  letter  contained  any  reproach  or  abuse;  it  was 
a  statement  of  facts;  and  Mr.  L.'s  object  in  read- 
ing it  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  prevent 
these  people  from  meddling  with  matters  which 
tliey  knew  nothing  about,  and  to  prevent  the  des- 
truction of  those  people  in  whose  behalf  they  err- 
ingly  acted;  his  design  was  for  good,  and  not  for 
evil. 

Mr.  Davis  said  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
whatever  was  the  number  of  the  Cherokees  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  great  mass  of  the  nation  was 
opposed  to  tile  treaty.     This  fact  was  notorious. 

Mr.  lAinipkin  sciid  he  had  no  doubt  but  a  large 
majority  of  the  whole  Cherokee  people  were  under 
such  an  influence,  from  the  impression  made  on 
their  minds,  that  they  would  have  expressed  their 
dissent  to  the  treaty  when  it  was  made.  But  yet 
there  was  no  doubt  that  a  large  majority  of  those 
wdio  were  capable  of  reflecting  and  judging  cor- 
rectly rejoiced  in  the  treaty,  and  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  who  were  re-settled  under  the-treaty 
were  now  happy  and  contented  in  their  present 
home.  But  was  it  the  custom  of  the  United  States, 
when  making  important  treaties  with  foreign  na- 
tions, to  consult  every  man,  woman,  child,  and 
sucking  baby,  on  the  subject?  It  was  not,  and  ne- 
ver had  been;  and  Mr.  L.'  believed  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  intelligent  Cherokees  had  been  consult- 
ed, and  were  in  favor  of  the  treaty. 

The  subject  was  here  dropped.  ■ •; 
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RIOTS  IN  PHILADKLPHIA. 
From  the  National  Gazette  of  May  17. 

We  have  received  an  account  of  a  riot  which 
took  place  last  evenin*;,  outskle  of  the  Unsje  new 
buildini;  calitd  the  "  Pfnnsylvania  Hall."  lately 
opened  in  this  city  for  scientific  and  political  dis- 
cussions and  lectures,  iricludinij  the  discussion  of 
the  question  of  nfro/i/io/iism.  .\s  there  is  a  part  of 
the  communication  which  is  calculated  to  bring 
about  a  renewal  of  dis2;raccful  scenes,  we  shall  oinit 
its  detail,  j^ivinjj  its  substance.  Last  evening  the 
hall  vva.'i  crowded  with  about  three  thousand  per- 
.sons,  to  hear  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Garrison  and  others. 
Of  the  audience  about  one-half  were  females.  II 
was  protniscuously  composed  of  white  and  black 
people. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Garrison's  address,  a  mob 
outside  was  very  noisy.  Mrs.  Maria  W.  Chapman, 
of  Boston,  then  addressed  the  meeting  lor  several 
minutes.  She  was  (bllowed  by  Mrs.  .Vn^elica  K. 
Griinke  Weld,  Lucretia  Mott,  of  this  city,  and 
Abdy  Kelly.  In  the  mean  time  the  mob  increased 
and  became  more  unruly,  and  threw  various  mis- 
siles at  the  windows.  No  further  injury  was  done 
than  breakinc;  the  glass,  as  the  blinds  inside  pro- 
tected the  audience.  At  a  quarter  before  ten  the 
company  retired  amid  the  cries  and  groans  of  the 
mob,  who  blocked  up  the  street  on  every  side. 
One  black  man  was  knocked  down  with  a  club. 

The  proprietors  of  the  hall  have  called  upon  the 
city  to  pay  the  amount  of  damages  done.  The 
police  will,  we  trust,  use  every  exertion  to  discover 
and  punish  the  rioters:  and,  in  the  mean  time,  noth- 
ing should  be  done  to  excite  popular  outrage.  For  | 
the  present,  Philadelphia  has  been  sulficieiillv  dis- 
graced by  a  single  riot. 

From  the  Unitctl  Slates  Gazette. 

DestntHion  of  the  reniisijlvania  Hall.  In  arrofher 
part  of  this  paper  will  be  found  an  account  from 
the  National  Gazette,  of  violence  done  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hall,  on  Wednesday  evening.  During 
most  of  the  day,  yesterday,  large  numbers  of  per- 
son? were  standing  round  the  hall,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  there  was  a  purpose  of  injury. 

In  the  afternoon  the  mayor  went  to  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  society  owning  this  build- 
ing, and  represented  to  them  the  great  danger  of 
continuing  to  hold  their  meeting,  and  he  especially 
urged  upon  them  the  projiriety  of  not  assembling 
that  evening,  as  he  had  every  reason  lo  believe  that 
there  was  an  organized  band  prepared  to  break  up 
the  meeting,  and  perhapsdo  injury  to  the  building — 
and  crowded  as  the  walk  must  be  by  the  company, 
this  could  not  be  done  without  persoua!  injury  and 
loss  of  lile. 

It  was  agreed  to  forego  the  evening  meeting,  and 
the  mayor  took  the  keys  and  went  out  and  address- 
ed the  persons  then  in  the  street,  stating  that  there 
would  be  no  meeting,  and  rrqiiested  them  as  good 
citizens  to  retire.  The  people  cheered  the  mayor, 
who  returned  to  his  olfice,  placing  persons  to  biin"- 
information  of  any  attempt  at  injury,  callingaround 
him  all  his  disposable  force,  and  having  some  volun- 
teers. 

Early  in  the  evening  notice  was  given  that  a 
crowd  had  emne  down  the  street  and  was  attacking 
the  north  side  of  the  hall;  the  mayor  hastened  up 
Fifth  street  to  Cherry  w-ith  liis  force,  ami  when  he 
met  tlie  crowd,  which  was  dense  and  numerous,  he 
sprung  his  rattle,  and  his  police  called  upon  the 
people  to  sustain  the  mayor,  but  not  one  person  ap- 
peared lo  give  aid.  It  was  then  seen  that  those 
who  had  assailed  the  building,  had  broken  open  the 
doors  and  lower  v\indows — obtained  entrauee  and 
were  beating  out  the  upper  windows. 

By  this  time  the  mayor  and  his  police  had  at- 
tempted  to   arrest   the  course  of  destruction but 

they  were  assailed  with  rlubs,  and  almost  every 
one  severely  wounded.  Col.  Walinough,  the  sherilf, 
also  made  an  attempt  to  restore  peace,  and  save  the 
building,  but  he  was  attacked,  severely  bruised  and 
narrowly  escaped.  We  learn  that  the  persons  in- 
side then  gathered  the  benches,  chairs  and  books 
in  a  heap,  set  fire  to  them,  and  then  left  the  hall. 
The  engines  hastened  lo  the  conflagration,  but  the 
tiremen  were  not  allowed  to  play  on  the  building, 
but  directed  to  play  upon  those  houses  endangered 
by  the  flame,  so  that  ijefore  ten  o'clock  the  whole 
work  of  the  hall  was  entirely  destroyed — nnd  short- 
ly al'tcrwards  the  crowd,  wiiich  consisted  of  many 
thousands,  began  to  disperse. 

We  give  the  above  statement  as  we  gathered  it  at 
a  late  hour.  We  have  no  time  to  indulge  in  any 
reflections  upon  the  outrage  against  the  laws  and 
the  city's  character. 

From  the  Neto  York  Cmnmereiril  .'Irlverliser. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  accounts,  we  have 

reports  through   private  channels,  that  the  firemen 

were  themselves  indisposed  to  perform  their  duties. 


It  is  stated  that  they  would  not  play  a  drop  of  wa- 
ter upon  the  doomed  building,  but  made  use  of  every 
exertion  to  prevant  the  extension  of  the  conflagra- 
tion. 

As  an  indication  of  the  feeling  that  prevailed,  it 
is  said  that  the  house  of  a  poor  widow  adjoining 
having  been  injured  to  the  amount  of  some  fifty 
dollars,  a  collection  for  her  bi m  fit  was  set  on  foot, 
iMid  money  collected  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  popular  out-break  is 
saiil  to  have  been  the  ridiculous  and  ostentatious 
amalgamation  of  colors  in  Chesiiul-street,  during 
the  hours  of  fashionable  promenading. 

Whites  and  blacks,  arin-in-arm,  were  thronging 
the  streets  by  scores,  whereat  the  populace  became 
greatly  excited. 

Such  a  course,  on  their  part,  was  exactly  calcu- 
lated lo  create  a  popular  commolion.  The  result  is 
fearful — and  deeply  disgraceful  to  the  country. 

i^VoHi  the  United  Slates  Gazette  ofMondmj. 

Early  on  Saturday  evening  the  ccuners  of  the 
streets^  in  the  vicinity  of  Dock  and  Second  street, 
were  occupied  by  groups  of  peisons,  evidently  ex- 
liecting  some  movement,  though  without  any  ap- 
l)arent  idea  whence  it  would  proceed;  but,  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two,  crowds  had  assembled, 
and  there  appeared  a  disposition  to  attack  the  print- 
ing office  of  the  Ledger.  The  mayor  and  a  parly 
of  Ihe  police  were  in  the  building.  The  sherilf  had 
a  party  in  or  near  the  exchange;  and  mounteil  pa- 
trols were  seen  passing  along  the  streets.  While 
the  crowd  were  passing  toward  the  oHiee,  the  mayor 
came  out  and  addressed  them,  as  citizens,  and  asked 
Ihi-m  to  consider  that  their  own  properly  might 
some  day  be  similarly  endangered,  if  they  encou- 
raged such  a  mode  of  illegal  action.  AHer  some 
reply  and  rejoinder,  the  crowd  seemed  disposed  to 
hold  their  ground,  without  proceeding  to  violence; 
when,  at  a"  late  hour,  there  came  a  mounted  mes- 
senger to  give  notice  that  there  was  an  outbreaking 
in  Sixth  or  Seventh  street  and  Lombard.  Thither 
the  crowd  in  Dock  street  hastened,  and  the  mayor, 
with  a  part  of  his  disposable  force,  proceeded,  in 
compliance  with  the  call.  The  report  was,  that 
the  blacks  had  risen  upon  the  whites,  and  were 
beating  them.  AVe  could  not  learn  whether  this 
had  been  the  case,  but  it  was  certain  that  a  pistol 
was  fired,  and,  as  it  was  believed,  from  the  window 
of  a  house — and  great  consternation  was  manifest- 
ed. The  mayor  is  of  opinion  that  the  pistol  was 
fired  in  the  street,  though,  as  he  was  absent  at  the 
time  of  the  discharge,  he  could  not  tell. 

Order  was  again  restored. 

F>om  the  U.  S.  Philadelphia  Gazette,  May  19. 

Further  disturbances.  Last  evening,  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  gathered  in  Cherry  street.above  Tenth, 
in  front  of  a  school-house.  The  majjor  was  there 
with  his  police,  and  prevented  any  injury  to  the 
property. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  very  large  building 
in  Thirteenth  street,  above  Callowhill,  built  for  an 
asylum  for  colored  children,  was  found  to  be  on 
fire.  The  engines  and  hose  collected,  and  the  fire 
was  put  out  after  some  injury  had  been  sustained 
by  the  building.  Immense  'numbers  of  persons 
were  assembled,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  violence. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  May  IS. 
Great  popular  movement.  We  extract  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Inquirer  the  following  account  of  a 
tumult  which  took  place  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hall 
last  evening.  The  crowd  assembled  at  an  early 
hour,  and  proceeded  at  once,  with  a  quiet  resolve, 
to  ettect  their  purpose.  The  police  of  the  city  did 
all  that  could  be  done  to  quell  the  tumult.  Our  in- 
trepid mayor,  col.  Swift,  repaired  to  the  spot  about 
half  past  eight  o'clock,  at  Ihe  head  of  the  entire 
body  of  the  police.  The  crowd  quietly  opened  to 
allow  him  to  pass  to  the  hall,  but  the  instant  that  the 
officers  endeavored  to  arrest  those  engaged  in  the 
work  of  destruction,  the  populace  fell  upon  them, 
and  the  police  force  was,  of  course,  defeated  and 
scattered.  No  police  could,  unless  backed  by  a 
inilitaiy  force,  have  averted  Ihe  destruction  of  the 
hall.  The  crowd  must  have  comprised  from  Iwenly- 
five  lo  Ihirly  thousand  men,  generally  respectable 
and  well-dressed,  and  determined,  almost  to  a  man, 
to  protect  from  interruption  the  immediate  agents  in 
the  destruction  of  the  builaing.  The  whole  alliiir 
took  place  without  unnecessary  violence  or  noise. 
The  firemen  seemed  fully  lo  participate  in  the  feel- 
ings of  the  assembled  populace,  and  though  the  sur- 
rounding houses  were  completely  protected,  not  a 
drop  of  water  fell  upon  the  building  devoted  to  des- 
truction. We  saw  no  drunken  persons  in  Ihe  crowd, 
and  heard  no  fights  except  the  brief  conllict  with  the 
police.  Of  course,  every  good  citizen,  every  one 
'  who  desires  to  sue  the  supremacy  of  the  laws   main- 


tained, must  regret  and  reprobate  proccf-dings  of 
Ihis  character.  It  must,  however,  be  adinilted  lliat 
ibe  excitement  which  has  led  lo  this  unhappy  allair 
is  wide-spread  and  intense. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer 

Destruction  of  Peiiusytvania  Hall.  The  popular 
excitement  growing  out  of  the  dedication  ol  Peiin- 
?ylvania  Hall,  and  the  allending  eircumslances, 
reached  a  leaifnl  pitch  throughout  yesterday.  The 
tumult  of  the  previous  night  was  the  theme  of  all 
tongues;  a  thousand  extravagant  stories  were  circii- 
lateil,  and  the  a|  prehension  became  general  that 
the  night  would  not  jkiss  by  without  a  still  more 
fearful  and  exciting  scene.  During  the  day  the  hall 
was  open,  and,  as  we  believe,  one  or  tuo  lectures 
were  delivered.  At  noon,  from  lOU  lo  200  per.-ons 
congregated  in  front  of  the  building;  and  the  num- 
ber continued  to  increase,  and  the  sensation  to  be- 
come stronger,  until  towards  sundown,  when  thou- 
sands from  every  section  ol  the  city  and  county, 
poured  in  dense  masses  towarils  the  scene;  and  by 
8  o'clock  there  must  have  been  a  concourse  of  ten 
thousand  persons  of  all  classes,  sexes,  ages,  and 
conditions.  The  mayor,  we  are  lohl,  made  his  ap- 
pearance al  an  early  hour,  and  closed  the  doors  of 
the  hall;  notwithstanding  it  was  undei-slood  that  a 
society  would  meet  llierc  in  Ihe  evening,  for  the  piir- 
|ioseof  discussion.  We  need  scarcely  state  that,  as 
the  crowd  increased,  the  excitement  waxed  warmer. 
The  fiist  demonstrations  of  attack  were  made  npori 
Ihe  windows,  which  were  thrown  at  from  numerous 
hamls  and  from  every  direction.  This  movement 
wiis  followed  up  by  an  attempt  to  force  Ihe  doors, 
which,  at  first  did  not  succeed;  Ihe  ellorts,  however, 
were  soon  redoubled,  and  an  entrance  speedily  ef- 
fected. The  next  step  was  breaking  the  seats,  gal- 
leries, and  furniture  in  the  interior.  The  fragments, 
it  IS  said,  were  Imslily  gathered  together  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  hall,  and  a  torch  applied.  The  gas  pipes 
were  cut,  and  fire  communicated  to  the  streams  that 
issued  lorlh.  These  are  the  statements  of  the  night; 
for,  with  the  conflicting  rumors  in  circulation,  it 
was  impossible  to  di.scover  any  authenticated  ac- 
count of  Ihe  more  deliberate  preliminary  steps.  The 
alarm  of  fire  was  speedily  given,  and  the  vast  mul- 
titude re-echoed  Ihe  cry.  The  state-house  bell  also 
rang  out,  and  Ihe  engines  and  firemen  poured  in 
with  their  apparatus,  which  they  speedily  put  in 
readiness  for  aclion. 

The  crowd  by  lliis  time  had  swollen  to  an  immense 
magniUide,  and  not  only  Sixth  street,  from  Arch  lo 
Race,  presented  a  dense  mass  of  human  beiiii;s,  hut 
all  the  streets  and  alleys  adjacent  were  thronged  with 
eager  and  excited  spectators.  The  alarm  soon  spread 
through  the  city — a  few  hasty  particulars  passed 
from  month  to  mouth,  and  the  ap]irehension  was  far 
greater  among  those  who  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  progress  of  the  flames,  than  the  im- 
mediate spectators  of  the  scene. 

This  was  natural,  Ihe  hall  being  located  in  one  of 
the  most  densely  populated  parts  of  our  city,  with- 
in a  stone's  throw  of  the  Arch  street  theatre;  and  a 
number  of  frame  buildings  being  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  it  was  feared  that,  no  matter  how 
well-direcl(d  the  cllbrts  of  the  firemen,  nor  how 
liberal  the  supply  of  water,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  bound  the  progress  of  the  flames.  Nay,  more,  a 
conflict  between  the  police  and  the  crowd  was  ap- 
prehended; and  hence  many  an  anxious  mother,  or 
susceptible  wife,  dreaded  the  night  would  not  pass 
by  without  the  destiuction  of  life  as  well  as  pro- 
perty. 

Soon  after  nine  o'clock,  the  whole  building  was 
wrapped  in  flames,  which  dillused  a  lurid  light 
rounrl,  and,  throwing  their  red  reflections  upon  the 
multitude  below,  imparted  a  remarkable  and  fearhil 
ert'ect  to  the  scene.  Every  window  vomited  forth 
its  volume,  and  the  roof  cracked,  smoked,  and  blaz- 
ed before  the  progress  of  the  devouring  clement. 
It  was  a  fearful  scene,  and  yet  we  never  witnessed 
so  vast  a  concourse  so  passive  and  so  quiet,  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  of  the  cose.  The  great 
majority  appeared  to  be  merely  spectators:  unwill- 
ing, by  any  movement  whatever,  either  to  increase 
the  existing  or  provoke  further  excitement.  The 
firemen  were  self-possessed,  and  took  especial 
pains  to  protect  and  save  the  surrounding  property. 
This  was  a  task  of  great  difficulty,  but  one  in  which, 
as  we  believe,  they  proved  fully  successful.  Tor- 
rents of  waterdesceiided;  and  as  fast  as  the  strength 
of  one  body  of  men  gave  way,  their  places  were  in- 
stantly supplied  by  another. 

We  saw  several  colored  persons  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  crowd;  but,  as  far  as  our  observation  extend- 
ed, no  eflort  was  made  to  molest  them.  We  were 
told,  however,  that  several  were  driven  from  Ihe 
■Tound.  The  fire  raged  luriously  until  all  Ihe  v\ood 
work  of  tlie  building  was  destroyed.  The  roof  fell 
in  about  ten  o'clock;  and  as  the  flames  subsided, 
the  throng  gradually  dispersed. 
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DEBATE  BETWEEN  MESSRS.  CLAY  AND 
CALHOUN. 

In  senate  of  Vie  United  States,  March  10,  1838. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  immediately  upon  the  resump- 
tion by  Mr.  Calhoun  of  his  seat,  and  addressed  the 
senate  as  follows: 

Indisposition,  Mr.  President,  under  which  I  am 
laboring,  would  have  prevented  my  attendance  in 
the  senate  to-day  upon  any  less  interesting  occa- 
sion than  that  ot'listening  to  the  promised  r.'ply  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 
Having  done  so,  respectfully  and  attentively,  I 
shall  not  ask  for  two  or  three  weeks  to  concoct  and 
digest  what  I  have  to  say.  Invulnerable  to  any 
attack  from  any  quarter,  self-cased  and  self-poised, 
I  feel  perfectly  ready  to  respond  to  such  parts  of 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  senator  as  appear  to 
require  any  notice  from  me. 

The  senator  commenced  by  a  complaint  of  the 
omissions  in  my  speech.  I  presume  he  means  my 
speech  as  published. 

[Here  Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  said  that  h's  allu- 
sion was  to  the  omissions  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  delivered — omissions  to  answer  parts  of  his 
argument  ] 

Mr.  Clay  continued.  I  have  given  way  once  for 
an  explanation;  I  shall  permit  noother  interruption. 
I  did  not  interfere  with  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina during  the  delivery  of  his  speech,  and  he  will 
have  ample  opportunity  to  reply  when  I  have  done. 

Sir,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  habitually 
complains  of  omissions  and  of  misrepresentations 
of  his  speeches  whenever  his  arguinent  happens  to 
be  refuted.  Now,  I  clearly  understood  him,  and  I 
think  so  did  the  whole  senate,  to  assert  in  the  out- 
set of  his  former  speech,  that  there  was  but  a  single 
alternative,  the  bill  or  the  substitute.  And  I  sup- 
posed his  object  to  be  to  drive  my  friends  and  my- 
self to  the  acceptance  of  one  or  the  other  branch 
of  it.  By  way  of  excluding  any  other  course,  he 
assumed  that  we  had  abandoned  all  thought  of  es- 
tablishing a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Since,  I 
have  shown  that  there  was  another  course,  which 
is,  to  do  nothing,  far  preferable  to  the  bill,  the  sena- 
tor says  that  it  was  very  obvious! 

Another  allegation  of  the  senator  is,  that  I  have 
misrepresented'  him  with  respect  to  the  power  of 
the  general  government  to  contract  with  state  banks. 
It  seems  that  he  did  not  intend  to  assert  broadly  that 
there  existed  an  inability  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
vernment to  make  any  such  contract  whatever,  but 
it  is  the  particular  contract  contained  in  the  substi- 
tute which,  he  thinks,  cannot  be  constitutionally 
made.  The  contract  proposed  in  the  bill  with  the 
state  banks,  being  approved  by  thesenator,  is  all 
perfectly  constitutional  and  right!  The  senator 
goes  for  his  own  thunder,  and  againstthat  of  eveiy 
body  else.  There  was  yet  anollier  contract  with 
the  slate  banks  which  had  commanded  the  cordial 
approbation  of  the  senator,  and  that  is  contained  in 
the  d'positeact  of  IS36.  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
it  will  be  (lifRcult  for  the  ingenuity  even  of  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  to  maintain  a  competency 
to  make  those  two  contracts,  and  an  inability  to  au- 
thorize that  wiiich  is  provided  for  in  the  substitute. 

I  am  also  accused  of  misrepresenting  the  senator 
in  respect  to  the  reception  of  redeemable  bank 
notes  tor  the  term  of  six  years,  as  provided  for  in 
the  bill.  He  thinks  it  entirely  constitutional  to 
make  such  a  limited  arrangement,  whilst  it  would 
be,  in  his  opinion,  wholly  inadmissible  to  continue 
for  any  indefinite  time  to  receive  such  notes.  The 
complaint  of  the  senator  is,  that  I  did  not  state  the 
circumstances,  conditions,  and  qualifications  under 
which  he  proposes  this  temporary  reception  of  bank 
notes.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  they 
can  varj',  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  question  of 
jiovver.  If,  as  contended  for  by  the  senator,  the 
constitution  prohibits  the  reception  of  bank  notes 
in  dues  to  the  government,  the  prohibition  extends 
as  well  to  a  term  of  six  years  as  to  any  indefinite 
lime.  The  senator  seems  to  me  to  have  some  pe- 
culiar constitutional  notions.  The  instrument  in 
his  hands  is  perfectly  ttexihie  and  perpetually  vary- 
ing. He  confounds  expediency  and  constitution- 
ality, and  blends  them  so  together,  that  it  is  dilficult 
to  discriminate  the  one  from  the  other.  He  argued 
that  we  are  so  connected  with  the  banks  that  we 
must  ease  off  gradually,  and  not  suddenly  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  their  paper. 

Now,  sir,  if  my  in"inory  serve  me,  the  senator 
commenced  his  speech  at  the  extra  session  by  an- 
nouncing that  there  was  a  total  rupture  between 
the  government  and  the  banks  by  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  The  disconnexion  still  exists 
in  fact  and  in  law.  The  hill,  which  the  senator  so 
^varmly  espouses,  makes  a  contingeht  revival  of  it. 
In  1S16,  also,  the  connexion  had  altogether  ceased 
in  point  of  law.  Tlien  the  senator  proposed  a 
bank  of  the  United  Stales,     In  both  cases,  if  I  un- 


derstand him,  he  proceeds  on  the  ground  of  practi- 
cal inconvenience.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot  for  my  life 
concur  in  making  the  constitution  this  nose  ofWax. 
It  does  or  does  not  authorize  a  bank  ol  the  United 
States.  It  does  or  does  not  authorize  the  reception 
of  the  notes  of  local  banks.  If  the  defect  of  au- 
thority for  the  one  or  the  other  exist,  it  applies  to 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances.  No  consi- 
derations of  utility  or  present  convenience  can 
possibly  put  in  the  constitution  a  power  which  we 
do  not  find  there.  The  doctrine  of  the  senator  in 
1S16  was,  as  he  now  slates  it,  that  bank  notes  being 
in  fact  received  by  the  executive,  although  con- 
trary to  law,  it  was  constitutional  to  create  a  bank 
of  the  United  States.  And  in  1834,  finding  that 
bank  which  was  constitutional  in  its  inception,  but 
nad  become  unconstitutional  in  its  progress,  yet  in 
existence,  it  was  quite  constitutional  to  propose. 
as  thesenator  did,  to  continue  it  twelveyears longer! 
That  is,  it  is  not  unconstitutional  to"  prolong  the 
existence  of  an  unconstitutional  bank  twelve  years, 
but  would  be  very  unconstitutional  to  create  a  new- 
bank!  Let  us  suppose  that,  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  the  twelve  years,  a  state  of  things  should  arise 
which  would  require  a  further  continuance  of  the 
bank  for  another  term  of  twelveyears,  might  it  not 
be  done  upon  the  principles  of  the  senator?  And 
thus  continued  indefinitely?  But  Mr.  President,  I 
will  notdvvell  longeron  the  alleged  misconceptions, 
on  my  part,  or  misrepresentations  of  the  speech  ol 
the  senator.  The  senate  heard  us  both,  and  our 
speeches  are  both  published  to  the  world.  Mine 
has  been  prepared  under  my  supervisal.  I  recog- 
nize, and  am  willing  to  abide  by,  it,  just  as  it  is; 
and  I  acquiesce  most  cheerfully  in  whatever  judg- 
ment the  senate  and  the  public  may  pronounce. 

As  to  the  personal  partof  the  speech  of  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  I  must  take  the  occasion 
to  say  that  no  man  is  more  sincerely  anxious  to 
avoid  all  jiersonal  controversy  than  myself.  And 
I  may  confidently  appeal  to  the  whole  course  of  my 
life  lor  the  conlirination  of  that  disposition.  No 
man  cherishes  less  than  I  do  feelings  of  resent- 
ment; none  forgets  or  forgives  an  injuiy  sooner 
than  I  do.  The  duty  which  I  had  to  perform  in 
animadverting  upon  the  public  conduct  and  course 
of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  was  painful  in 
the  extreme;  but  it  was,  nevertheless,  a  public 
duty,  and  I  shrink  from  the  performance  ofno  duty 
required  at  uiy  hands  by  my  country.  It  was  pain- 
fill,  because  I  had  long  served  in  the  public  coun- 
cils with  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  admired 
his  genius,  and  for  a  great  while  had  been  upon 
terinsof  intimacy  with  him.  Throughout  my  whole 
acquaintance  with  him,  I  have  constantly  struggled 
to  think  well  of  him,  and  to  ascribe  to  him  public 
virtues.  Even  after  his  famous  summerset  at  the 
extra  session,  on  more  than  one  occasion  I  defend- 
ed his  motives  when  he  was  assailed,  and  insisted 
that  it  was  uncharitable  to  attribute  to  him  others 
than  those  which  he  himself  avowed.  This  I  con- 
tinued to  do,  until  I  read  this  most  extraordinary 
and  exceptionable  letter:  [Here  Mr.  Clay  held  up 
and  exhibited  to  the  senate  the  Edgefield  letter, 
dated  at  Fort  Hill,  November  3,  1837;]  a  letter  of 
which  I  cannot  speak  in  merited  terms,  without  a 
departure  from  the  respect  which  I  owe  to  the 
senate  and  to  myself.  When  I  read  that  letter,  sir, 
its  unblushing  avowals,  and  its  unjust  rejiroaches 
cast  upon  my  friends  and  myself,' I  was  most  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  change  my  opinion  of  the 
honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina.  One  so 
distinguished  as  he  is  cannot  expect  to  be  indulged 
with  speaking  as  he  pleases  of  others,  without  a 
reciprocal  privilege.  He  cannot  suppose  tliat  he 
may  set  to  the  right  or  the  left,  cut  in  and  out,  and 
chasser,  among  piinciples  and  parties  as  often 
as  he  pleases,  without  animadversion.  I  did,  in- 
deed,, understand  the  senator  to  say,  in  his  former 
speech,  that  we,  the  whigs,  were  linwise  and  loi- 
paiiiolic  in  not  uniting  with  him  in  siipporlinsthe 
bill  under  consideration.  But  in  that  Edge"field 
letter,  among  the  motives  which  he  assig"is  for 
leaving  us,  I  understand  him  to  declare  that  he 
could  not  "back  and  sustain  those  in  such  opposi- 
tion, in  whose  wisdom,  firmness,  and  patriotism  I 
have  no  reason  to  confide."* 

After  having  written  and  published  to  the  worlil 
such  a  letter  as  that,  and  after  what  has  fallen  from 


•  Mr.  Calhoun  insists  that  this  para«Tapli  in  his 
letter  does  not  ap,dy  to  the  whigs,  but  to  the  admin'- 
istration  par  y.  The  clause  is  very  ambiguous  and 
IS  susceptible  cd  either  interpretation?  But  if  he 
really  meant  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  "the 
wisdom,  firmness  and  patriotism"  of  that  partv 
how  could  he  unite  wilh  it  to  establish  a  novel  ami 
important  system,  confess.-dly  fr.insht  will,  ,„o,li 
gious  consequences,  which  was  to  be  entrusled  to 
tlicir  execution? 


the  senator,  in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  towards 
my  political  friends,  does  he  imagine  that  he  can 
persuade  himself  and  the  country  that  he  really 
occupies,  on  this  occasion,  a  defensive  attitude? 
In  that  letter  he  says: 

"I  clearly  saw  that  our  bold  and  vigorous  attacks 
had  made  a  deep  .iiid  successful  impression.  State 
interposition  had  overthrown  the  jirotective  tariff, 
and  with  it  the  American  system,  and  put  a  stop 
to  the  congressional  usurpation;  and  the  joint  at- 
tacks of  our  party,  and  that  of  our  old  opponents, 
the  national  republicans,  had  ellectually  Luoight 
down  the  power  of  the  executive,  and  an>sti  d  its 
encroachments  for  the  present.  It  waslorthid  pur- 
pose we  had  united.  True  to  our  principle  of 
opposition  to  the  encroachment  of  power,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  might  come,  we  did  not  hesi- 
tate, after  overthrowing  the  protective  system,  and 
arresting  legislative  usurpation,  to  join  the  authors 
of  that  system,  in  order  to  arrest  the  cncioachments 
of  the  executive,  although  we  ditiered  as  widely  as 
the  poles  on  almost  every  other  question,  aiid  re- 
garded the  usurpation  of  the  executive  but  as  a  ne- 
cessary coiisctjuence  of  the  principles  and  polici/ of 
our  new  fl///c.«." 

Slate  iijlerposilion! — that  is  as  I  understand  the 
senator  fiom  South  Carolina,  nullification,  he  as- 
serts, overthrew  the  protective  tarili  and  the  Ame- 
rican system..  And  can  that  senator,  knowing 
what  he  knows,  and  what  I  know,  deliberately 
make  such  an  assertion  here?  I  had  heard  similar 
boasts  befiirc,  but  did  not  regard  them,  until  I  saw 
them  coupled  in  this  letter  wilh  the  imputation  of  a 
purpose  on  the  part  of  my  friends  to  disregard  the 
compromise,  and  I'evive  the  high  tariff.  Nullifica- 
tion, Mr.  President,  overthrew  the  protective  po- 
licy! No,  sir.  The  compromise  was  not  extorted 
by  the  terror  of  nulliiication.  Among  other  more 
important  motives  that  influenced  its  pas.'-age,  it 
was  a  compassionate  concession  to  the  imprudence 
and  impotency  of  nullification!  The  danger  fiom 
nullification  itself  excited  no  more  apprelunsion 
than  would  be  felt  by  seeing  a  regiment  of  a  thou- 
sand boys,  of  five  or  six  years  of  age,  decorated  in 
brilliant  uniforms,  with  their  gaudy  plumes  and  liny 
muskets,  inarching  up  to  assault  a  corps  of  50,(l(ji) 
grenadieis,  six  feet  high.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  1832,  the  senator  fiom  South 
Carolina  was  in  any  condition  other  than  that  of 
dictating  terms.  Those  of  us  who  were  then  here 
must  recollect  well  his  haggard  looks  and  his  anx- 
ious and  depressed  countenance.  A  highly  esti- 
mable friend  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton,  o/Dela- 
wai'e,  alluding  to  the  possibility  of  a  rupture  with 
South  Carolina,  and  declarations  of  president  Jack- 
son with  respect  to  certain  distinguished  indivi- 
duals whom  he  had  denounced  and  proscribed,  said 
to  me,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  referring  to  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  and  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, "They  are  clever  fellows,  and  it  will  never 
do  to  let  old  Jackson  hang  them,"  Sir,  this  dis- 
closure is  extorted  from  me  by  the  senator. 

So  far  from,  nullification  having  overthrown  the 
protective  policy,  in  assenting  to  the  compromise 
it  expressly  sanctioned  the  constilutional  power, 
wdiich  it  had  so  strongly  controverted,  and  per- 
petuated it.  There  is  protection  from  one  end  to 
the  other  in  the  compromise  act;  modified  and 
limited,  it  is  true,  but  protection  nevertheless. 
There  is  piotection,  adequate  and  abundant  pro- 
lection,  until  the  year  1842,  and  protection  indefi- 
nitely beyond  it.  Until  that  year,  the  biennial  re- 
ductior.  of  duties  is  slow  and  moderate,  such  as  vras 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  manufacturers.  Now, 
if  the  system  were  altogether  unconstitutional,  as 
I  had  been  contended,  how  could  thesenator  vole  for 
a  bill  which  continued  it  for  nine  years?  Then, 
beyond  that  period,  there  is  the  provision  for  cash 
duties,  home  valuations,  a  long  and  liberal  li.«t  of 
free  articles,  carefully  made  out  by  my  friend  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Knight,)  expressly  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  and  the  power  of  dis- 
crimination, reserved  also  for  their  benefit,  within 
the  maximum  rate  of  duty  fixed  in  the  act.  In 
the  consultations  between  the  senator  and  myself 
in  r.''spect  to  the  compromise  act,  on  every  point 
upon  whi(  h  I  insisted  he  gave  way.  He  \vas  for 
a  shorter  term  than  nine  years,  ami  more  rapid  re- 
duction. I  insisted,  and  he  yielded.  He  was  for 
fifleen  instead  of  twenty  per  cent,  as  the  maximum 
duly,  but  yielded.  He  was  against  any  discrimi- 
nation  within  the  limited  range  of  duties  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  but  consentrd.  To 
the  last  he  protested  'against  home  valuation,  but 
finally  gave  way.  Such  is  the  compromise  act;  and 
the  senate  will  see  wilh  what  propriety  the  senator 
can  assert  that  nullification  had  overthrown  the 
protective  l.nrllfand  the  American  system.  Nulli- 
fication! whicli  asserted  the  extraordinary  principle 
that  one  of  twenty-four  members  of  a  confederacy, 
by  its  seiiaiatc  action,  could  subvert  and  set  aside 
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tlie  e\-pre35eil  will  of  the  whole!  Nullification!  a'Knixlit,  McKean,  Moore,  Morns,  Prenlis3.Preston, 
stran,'e,  iinpi-dcticiible,  incomprehensiblB  doctrine,  ,  Kobbliis,  Southard,  Spt-nce,  Swift,  Tipton,  Toin- 
that  partakes  of  the  character  of  the  metaphysical  I  linson,  Wall,  Webster— 21. 

school  of  G.-rinan  philosophy,  or  would  be  worthy  |  Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc:  Messi-s. 
of  the  pu7.zlin'  theoloi'lcal' controversies  of  the  i  Benton.  Brown.  Cuthbert,  F.winsj;.  ol  lIlinoH,  Ful. 
middle  a^'es.  ton.  Hubbard,  Kin^',  of  Alabama,  Kinj,  of  Georgia, 
The  .\merican  system,  Mr.  President,  now  so  Linn,  Lyon,  Mou'ton,  Nioliolas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
muchdeiided,  why  i  know  not.  unless  it  be  because  Paije,  Parker.  Rives,  Robinson.  RiigslPS.  Sevii-r, 
it  be  A'nerican,  has  advanced  this  country  in  the    '^' "    '"'■■" 


arts  and  in  prosperity,  at  least  half  a  conlnry.  I 
b'lieved,  and  still  b;;lieve  if,  eminently  advanta- 
geous to  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  injurious  really 
to  none.  In  its  oriijin  it  was  denounced  b.'canse 
it  wa3all.;.;ed  that  it  would  dry  up  all  the  sources 
of  our  r'svenue  from  imports.  Whoever  will  take 
tlie  troubf'  to  examine  the  early  debates  upon  the 
subject,  will  find  that  to  have  been  the  prominent 
an  1  strong  ;;round  of  opposition.  The  prediction 
bain:;  falsili.'.!,  itsopp.iuiuits  changed  their  position, 
and  char2;ei|  it  with  b-in^;  the  parent  cause  of  the 
late  great  surplus  in  the  public  revenue.  That  sur- 
plus w.as  in  fact  chiefly  proiiuced  by  the  operation 
of  the  land  system,  anil  if  the  land  bill  wliieh  I  In- 
tro luced  some  yearsa;;o  had  been  passed  (a  bill  by 
the  bve  to  which  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
was  opposed.)  we  should  have  avoided  all  perplex- 
ity in  the  disposal  of  that  surplus,  becaiise  there 
would  have  been  none. 

No  one.  Mr.  President,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  protective  policy,  ever  supposed  that  it  was  to 
be  perpetn  il.  We  hoped  and  b  dieved  that  tempo- 
rarv  prot.'Ction  extended  to  our  infant  manufactures 
would  brinj  them  up,  and  enable  them  to  with- 
stand coinjietition  with  those  of  Europe.  We 
thought,  as  the  wise  French  minister  did,  who, 
when  ur^ed  by  a  British  minister  to  consent  to  the 
eipial  introduction  into  the  two  countries  of  their 
respective  proiluctions.  replied  that  free  tcade  miijht 
be  very  well  for  a  country  whose  manufactures  had 
reached  perfection,  but  was  not  entirely  adapted  to 
a  coutitry  which  wished  to  build  up  its  manufac- 
tures. If  the  protective  policy  were  entirely  to 
case  in  1842,  it  would  have  existed  26  years  iiom 
IS  16,  or  IS  from  1824,  quite  as  lout;  as,  at  either  ol 
those  periods,  its  friemls  supposed  mi;rht  be  neces- 
sary. Jj:it  it  does  not  cease  then,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  provisions  conlain"il  in  the  pnmpro- 
niise  act  for  its  benelit  beyond  that  p"riol.  will  be 
found  sulficient  for  the  preservation  of  all  our  in- 
terestins;  nnnufaetures.  For  on-,  I  am  willing  to 
aihere  to.  and  abide  by.  the  cotnpromise  in  all  its 
provisions,  present  and  prospective,  if  its  fair  ope- 
ratiori  is  undisturbed. 

The  senate  well  kn^ws  that  I  have  been  con- 
stantly in  favor  of  a  strict  and  faithful  adherence  to 
tli3  co.npro  nise  act.  I  have  watched  and  defend- 
ed it  on  all  occasions.  I  desire  to  see  it  laitlifnily 
and  inviol.ibly  maintained.  The  senator,  too,  from 
South  Carolina,  alleu'inj  that  the  south  were  the 
weaker  party,  has  hitherto  united  with  me  in  sns- 
tainini;  it.  Nevertheless,  he  has  left  ns,  as  he  tells 
lis  in  his  Edjelield  letter,  because  he  appre- 
hended that  our  principles  would  lead  ns  to  the  re- 
vival of  a  hi.;h  tarilf.  How  stands  the  matter  with 
the  other  |iarty?  It  is  known  that  the  present  chief 
magistrate  voted  for  the  bill  of  1H2S,  after,  as  has 
been  asserted,  havinj  advised  sncli  a  concoction  of 
it  as  to  ensure  ils  defeat,  ami  havihjhelil  out  to  the 
southern  d  rles^ation  the  hope  that  it  would  be  de- 
feated. On  that  occasion  a  late  dislin'.;uiscd  sena- 
tor from  Viri;iniais  reported  to  havesaid  that  lie  had 
deceived  them  once,  and  that  was  Ais  fault,  but  if 
he  ever  deceived  tliem  a;ain  it  would  ha  theirs. 
The  present  chairman,  in  the  senate,  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  was  a  me.iiber  of  the  committee 
on  manufacture.-,  in  the  house  of  representatives 
which  prepared  that  bill  of  1S2S,  and  we  all  know 
that  both  he  and  other  leadin;  members  of  the  ad 


Stranse,  Tallmadije,  Walker,  White,  Wiis;ht 

Thus  we  perceive  tli.it  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  left  us,  who  have  shown  a  disposition 
to  maintain  inviolably  the  compromise  act,  on  which 
he  has  so  often  jirofessed  to  believe  that  the  secu- 
rity of  the  south  depended,  and  has  gone  to  the 
otlior  party,  which  has  exhibited  a  direct  contrary 
disposition  to  disregard  it.  .\nd  who  can  doubt 
that,  if  it  were  necessary  to  the  party  in  power  to 
secure  their  places,  they  would  revive  the  tarilf  much 
higher  than  it  ever  has  been. 

I  have  never  desired,  sir,  to  force  any  oidnions  of 
my  own  upon  the  jieople  of  this  country,  contrary 
to'tbeir  will.  1  form  my  opinions  from  the  best 
lights  which  I  can  command,  and  freely  announce 
them.  If  they  are  unacceptable,  at  anytime,  to 
tlie  country,  Ichci-rfully  acipiiesce.  With  respect 
to  internal  improvemenls,  that  other  part  of  the 
American  system,  which  the  senator  says  he  left 
us  from  an  "apprehension  of  its  being  revived,  the 
state  of  the  country  is  sreatly  altered  since  the 
power  was  first  asserted  and  exercisi'd.  In  my  own 
state,  and  within  a  few  years,  we  have  completed 
and  put  in  proi;rcss  most  of  the  improveiueids 
which  are  desirable  t'.iere.  And.  in  all  the  states, 
large  and  liberal  appropriations  of  their  own  means, 
and  great  advances  in  their  various  works,  have  | 
been  inaile.  When  the  land  bill  was  under  consi- 
deration. I  stated  that  ils  passage  would  fully  satisfy 
every  reasonable  expectation  of  the  several  states, 
in  respect  to  means  to  be  drawn  from  the  general 
i;overnrnen',  in  regard  to  internal  improvements. 
Since  that  period,  a  measure  has  been  adopted, 
nearly  equivalent  to  the  passage  of  the  land  bill,  by 
which  about  $.30.000, ()()0  have  been  placed  in  the 
power  of  the  states,  subject  totheir  applicalion  to 
obj'Ct.1  of  internal  improvements.  And  if,  as  I  hope 
may  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  land  bill  should  at 
some  future  day  be  passed,  scarcely  another  wi.sh 
can  remain  as  to  the  application  of  the  means  of 
(he  general  government  to  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. In  point  of  fact,  larger  appropriations 
have  been  made  to  that  object  by  the  present 
friends  of  flic  senator  from  South  Carolina  than  by 
any  preceding  administration.  He  had,  therefore, 
no  motive  to  leave  ns  and  join  them,  from  any  ap- 
prehensions which  he  conlil  justly  enterlain  with 
respect  to  that  system  of  policy. 

The  senator  iVom  Sonlli  Carolina  proceeds,  in 
his  Edgefield  letter,  to  say: 

"I  clearly  perceived  that  a  very  important  ques- 
tion was  presente<l  for  our  determination,  which 
we  were  compelled  to  decide  forthwith:  shall  we 
continue  our  joint  attack  with  the  nationals  on 
those  in  power,  in  the  new  position  which  they 
have  been  compelled  to  occupy?  It  was  clear  that, 
with  our  joint  forces,  we  could  utterly  overthrow 
and  demolish  them.  But  it  was  not  less  clear  that 
the  viclon/  wmdd  c:virc  not  to  us  but  exclusively  to 
the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  Iheir  cause." 

Thus  it  appears  that  in  a  common  struggle  for 
the  benefit  of  our  whole  country,  the  senator  was 
calculating  upon  the  party  advaniages  which  would 
result  from  success.  He  quit  us  because  he  appre- 
hen  Jed  tiiat  he  and  his  party  would  be  absorbed  by 
•US.  Well,  what  is  to  be  their  fate  in  his  new  alli- 
ance? Is  there  no  absorption  there?  Is  there  no 
danger  that  the  senator  and  his  party  will  he  ab- 
sorbed by  the  administration  party?  Or  docs  be 
hope  to  absorb  that?     Another  motive  avowed   in 


mini.stration  party  have  again  and  a?ain  derlared  I  the  letter,  for  his  desertion  of  us,  is  that  "  it  would 
that  tliey  held  thems-dves  no  more  bound   by  the    also  <zWe   us  the  chance   of  cllectin;  vvhal  is  stil 

more  important  to  us.  the  union  ol  the  entire  south. 

What  sort  of  an  union  of  the  south  does  the  sena- 
Is  not  the  south  already  united  as  apart 


compromise  act  than  by  any  ordinary  act  of  legis- 
lation. It  will  be  also  recollected  that  at  the  very 
last  annual  session  a  test  vote  on   my  motion  was 

iriven  in  resTiect  to  the  compromise  act.  when  every .  . 

{lolitical   friend  that   I   have  except  the  venerable  I  other  union  of  it?     I  wish  he  would  explicitly  state. 


of  the  common  confederacy?     Does  he  want   any 


political  friend  that  I  have  except  the  venerable  other  union oi  u.-  i  «isu  u;  «..,„,.  a,  ...,.,,.>  =w  v. 
senator  from  Tennessee,  (who.  for  particular  rea-  ,  I  should  be  glad,  also,  il  he  would  define  what  he 
sons,  voted  against  us.  but  who  assured  me  at  the  \  means  by  the  south.  Ho  .sometimes  talks  o  the 
time  that  he  had  no  intention  of  disturbing  subslan-  i  plantation  or  staple  states.  Jlarvland  is  partly  a 
tially  the  act.)  voted  lor  adherence  to  it.  and  every  ■  stajde  state.  Virjiniaand  North  Carolina  more  so. 
friend  of  the  administration,  with  one  or  two  c.x-  And  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have  also  staple  pro- 
ceptions.  voted  against  it.  Here,  Mr.  President,  dnctions.  Are  all  these  states  parts  of  Ai.s- south 
are  the  ayes  and  noes:  I  fear,  Mr.  President,  that  the  poblical  geography  ol 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Clay  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  the  senator  comprehends  a  much  larserscuii  than 
instructions  "to  strike  out  of  the  bill  all  articles  that  south  which  is  the  object  of  his  particular  so- 
which  at  present  pay  a  duty  equal  to  twenty  per  '.  licitudc;  and  that,  to  find  the  latter,  we  should  have 
cent,  ad  valorem,  or'upwards.  as  embraced  by  the  '  to  go  to  South  Carolina;  and.  upon  our  arrival  there, 
actofthe2d  March,  IS:?:?. commonlycalledthecom-  trace  him  to  Fort  Hill.  This  is  the  disinterested 
promise  act."  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.      [  senator  from  South  Carolina!  ,   ,  ^-  , 

Those  who  vote.l  in  the  affirmative  are:'  Messrs.  But  be  has  left  no  party,  and  joined  no  party.  No! 
Bayard,  Black,  Cilhoun.  Clay,  Clayton,  Criften-  None.  With  the  daily  evidences  before  ns  of  his  Ire- 
den.   Davis,  Ewin".   of  Ohio,   Hendricks,   K^nt. '  frequent  association,  counselling  nndactingwith  the 


other  party,  he  would  tax  our  creilulity  too  much  to 
require  us  to  believe  that  he  has  formed  no  connex- 
ion with  it.  He  may  stand  upon  his  reserved  lights, 
but  they  must  be  mentally  reserved,  for  they  are 
not  obvious  to  the  senses.  Abandoned  no  party? 
Why  this  letter  proclaims  bis  having  quilted  ns.  and 
assigns  his  reasons  for  doing  it;  one  of  which  is, 
that  we  are  In  favor  of  that  national  bank  which  the 
senator  himself  has  sustained  about  21  years  ol  the 
27  that  be  has  been  in  public  life.  Wliafevcr  im- 
pression the  senator  may  endeavorto  make  without 
the  senate  upon  the  country  at  large,  no  man  with- 
in the  senate,  who  has  eyes  to  see,  or  ears  to 
hear,  can  mistake  his  present  position  and  party 
connexion.  If,  in  the  speech  which  1  addressed  to 
the  seii.atc  on  a  former  day,  there  had  been  a  single 
fact  staled  which  was  not  perfectly  true,  or  an  in- 
Icrcnco  drawn  which  was  not  fully  warranted,  or 
any  description  of  his  situation  wnich  was  incor- 
rect, no  man  would  enjoy  greater  pleasure  than  [ 
shoulil  do  in  rcctilyini;  the  error.  If,  in  the  pic- 
ture which  I  portiayed  ofthe  senator  and  his  course, 
there  be  any  thing  which  can  justly  give  biin  dissa- 
tisfaction, he  must  look  lo  the  original  and  not  to 
(he  painter.  The  conduct  of  an  eminent  public 
man  is  a  fair  subject  for  exposure  and  animadver- 
sion. When  I  adilressed  the  senate  before,  I  bad 
just  perused  this  letter.  1  recollected  all  ils  re- 
proaches and  imputations  against  us,  and  those 
which  were  made  or  implied  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  senator  were  also  fresh  in  my  memory. 
Does  he  expect  to  be  allowed  to  cast  such  imputa- 
tions, and  make  such  reproaches  against  ofhers 
wilhunt  retaliation?  Hohling  mysell  amenable  for 
my  public  conduct,  I  choose  to  animadvert  ujion 
his,  and  upon  that  of  others,  whenever  circumstan- 
ces, in  my  judgment,  render  it  necessary,  and  I  do 
it  under  all  ju.st  ix'sponsibility  which  belongs  to  the 
exerciicof  such  a  privilege. 

The  senator  has  thought  proper  to  exercise  a  cor- 
responding privilnfi-e  towards  myself,  and,  without 
being  very  specific,  has  taken  upon  himself  to  im- 
pute to  ine  the  charge  of  going  over  upon  some  oc- 
casion, and  that  in  a  manner  which  left  my  motive 
no  nialter  of  conjecture.  If  the  senator  mean  to 
allude  to  tlie  stale  ami  refuted  calumny  of  George 
Kreiner,  1  assure  him  I  can  hear  it  without  the 
slightest  emotion;  anil  if  be  can  find  any  fragment 
of  that  rent  banner  to  cover  his  own  aberrations,  he 
is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  enjoy  all  the  shelter  which 
it  affords.  In  my  case  there  was  no  going  over 
about  it;  I  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  had  to  f^ive  a  vote  for  one  of  three 
candidates  for  the  presidency,  ftlr.  Crawford's  un- 
fortunate physical  condition  jdaced  him  out  of  the 
question.  The  choice  w-as,  therefore,  limiled  to 
the  venerable  ijenlleman  from  iMassachusells,  or  to 
the  distinguished  inhabitant  of  the  hermitage.  I 
could  give  but  one  vote,  and,  accordinjly.  as  I  sta- 
ted on  a  former  occasion,  I  gave  the  vole  which, 
before  I  left  Kentucky,  I  communicated  to  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Crittenden,)  it  was  my  intention  fo 
give  in  the  contingency  which  happened  I  have 
never  for  one  moment  regretted  the  vote  I  then 
save.  Il  is  true,  that  the  legislature  of  Kentucky 
had  requested  the  representatives  from  that  state  to 
vote  for  General  Jackson;  but  my  own  iiniucdiale 
constituents.  I  knew  well,  were  opposed  to  bis 
election,  and  it  was  Iheir  will,  and  not  that  of  the 
lesislatnre,  according  to  every  principle  applicable 
to  the  doctrine  of  instrnctions.  which  I  was  to  de- 
posite  in  the  ballot-box.  It  is  their  glory  and 
my  own  never  to  have  concurred  in  the  elevation 
of  Gen.  Jackson.  They  ratified  and  confirmed  my 
vote,  and  every  representative  that  they  have  sent 
to  congress  since,  includiiii  my  friend,  the  present 
member,  has  concurred  with  me  in  opposition  to 
the  election  and  administration  of  General  JacI:- 
son. 

If  my  information  be  not  entirely  incorrect,  and 
there  was  any  sroinprover  in  the  prcsiflenfial  election 
which  terminated  in  February,  182.5,  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  not  I.  went  over.  I  have 
understood  that  the  senator,  when  he  ceased  to  be 
in  favor  of  himself,  that  is,  after  the  memorable 
movement  made  in  Philadelphia  by  the  present 
minister  to  Russia,  withdrawing  his  name  from  the 
canvass,  was  the  known  supporter  of  the  (lection 
of  Mr.  Adams.  What  motives  induced  him  after- 
wards to  unite  in  the  election  of  General  Jackson, 
I  know  not.  It  is  not  my  habit  to  impute  to  ofhers 
uncharitable  motives,  and  I  leave  the  senator  to 
settle  that  account  with  his  own  conscience  and 
his  country.  .Vo.  sir.  I  have  no  reproaches  to  make 
myself,  and  feel  perfectly  invulnerable  (o  any  at- 
tack from  others,  on  account  of  any  part  which  I 
took  in  the  election  of  182.5.  And  I  look  back  with 
entire  and  conscious  satisfaction  upon  the  whole 
course  ofthe  arduous  administration  which  ensued. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  if  is  ray 
misfortune  to  be  olwavs  ridiny  some  hobby,  and 
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tliat  I  stick  to  it  till  I  ride  it  down.  I  tliiiilc  it  is 
his  never  to  stick  to  one  long  enough.  He  is  like 
a  courier,  who,  riding  from  post  to  post,  with  relays 
o£  fresh  horses,  when  he  rhanges  his  steed,  seems 
to  forget  altogether  the  last  which  he  had  mounted. 
Now,  it  is  a  part  of  my  pride  and  pleasure  to  say, 
that  I  never  in  my  life  changed  my  deliberate  opin- 
ion upon  any  great  measure  of  national  policy  but 
once,  and  that  was  22  years  ago,  on  the  question  of 
the  power  to  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  change  was  wrought  by  the  sad  and  disastrous 
experience  of  the  want  of  such  an  institution 
growing  out  of  the  calamities  of  war.  It  was  a 
change  which  I  made  in  common  with  Mr.  Madi- 
son, two  governors  of  Virginia,  and  the  great  body 
of  that  republican  party  to  which  I  have  ever  be- 
longed. 

No,  sir,  the  senator  from  iSouth  Carolina  is  free 
from  all  reproach  of  sticking  to  hobbies.  He  was 
for  a  bank  of  the  United  States  in  1S16.  He  pro- 
posed, supported,  and  with  his  accustomed  ability, 
carried  through  the  charter.  He  sustained  it  upon 
the  admitted  grounds  of  its  constitutionality,  of 
which  he  never  once  breathed  the  expression  of  a 
doubt.  During  the  twenty  years  of  its  continu- 
ance no  scruple  ever  escaped  from  him  as  to  the 
power  to  create  it.  And  in  1834,  when  it  was 
about  to  expire, he  deliberately  advocated  the  renew- 
al of  its  charter  for  a  term  of  12  years  more.  How- 
ever profound  he  may  suppose  the  power  of  annal- 
ysis  to  be,  and  whatever  opinion  he  may  entertain 
of  his  own  metaphysical  faculty,  can  he  imagine 
that  any  plain,  practical,  common  sense  man  can 
ever  comprehend  how  it  is  constitutional  to  prolong 
an  unconstitutional  bank  for  the  space  of  twelve 
years?  He  may  surround  such  a  proposition  with 
as  many  circumstances  and  conditions  as  he  pleases; 
he  may  dress  it  np  and  decorate  it  with  as  much 
drapery,  and  encompass  it  with  as  many  distinc- 
tions and  qualifications  as  his  imagination  can  in- 
vent; it  comes  at  last  to  this:  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  is  constitutional  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  origin,  it  is  nnconstitiitional 
throughout  every  subsequent  stage  of  its  existence. 
And  if  it  be  admissible  to  continue  such  an  un- 
constitutional institution  for  one  term  of  twelve 
years,  it  may  be  continued  another  and  another,  to 
the  end  of  time. 

The  distinguished  senator  sticks  long  to  no  hob- 
by. He  was  once  gaily  mounted  on  that  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  We  rode  that  double,  the  sena- 
tor sittins  belbre,  and  I  heliind  him.  He  quietly 
slipped  olF,  leaving  me  to  hold  the  bridle.  He  in- 
troduced and  carried  through  congress  in  1816,  the 
bill  setting  apart  the  large  bonus  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  internal  improvements. — 
His  speech  delivered  on  that  occasion  does  not 
intimate  the  smallest  question  as  to  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  government,  but  proceeds 
upon  the  assumption  of  its  being  incontestable. 
When  he  was  subsequently  in  the  department  of 
war,  he  made  to  congress  a  brilliant  report  sketch- 
ing a=  splendid  and  magnificent  a  scheme  of  inter- 
nal improvements  for  the  entire  nation  as  ever  was 
presented  to  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  man- 
kind. Where  is  he  now.'  For  myself,  I  am  just 
where  I  was  then,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  power, 
although  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  altered  con- 
dition of  the  country  has  lessened  the  degree  of  ne- 
cessity for  its  exercise.  During  the  progress  of  the 
land  bill,  it  may  be  remembered  that  I  said,  "pass 
this  bill,  and  you  will  forever  settle  the  power  of 
the  government  over  internal  improvements."  Al- 
tliough  that  measure  unfortunately  failed,  for  rea- 
sons already  stated,  there  is  now  little  or  no  occa- 
sion for  the  aid  and  interposition  of  the  general 
government.  But  the  power  remains  in  tlie  con- 
.stitutioii;  and  if  it  be  not  practically  exercised,  it 
will  be  like  other  dormant  powers  contained  in  the 
same  instrument.  And  in  respect  to  the  power  to 
protect  American  industry,  it  is  just  as  much  now 
ill  the  constitution  as  il  was  in  1816,  when  the  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  espoused  the  policy  with 
so  much  zeal  and  ability:  just  as  fixed  there  as  it 
was  regarded  from  the  commencement  of  the  gov- 
ernment down  to  1820  or  1822,  when  for  the  first 
time  it  was  controverted.  Under  its  beneficent 
operation,  thousands  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  a 
competency,  many  to  acquire  wealth,  who  other- 
wise would  never  have  known  cither.  No  patriot 
heart  can  fail  to  expand  with  exultation  at  the 
blessings  which  it  has  dilfused.  II  has  placed  us  in 
equal  competition  with  some  of  the  powers  most 
advanced  in  civilization;  and  in  spite  of  all  that  has 
been  insidunusly  done  against  the  interest,  and 
which  is  still  doing,  our  cherished  manufactures 
will,  I  trust,  stand  np  and  maintain  themselves 
against  the  unnatural  hostility  at  home, and  all  jeal- 
ous rivalry  abroad. 

The  senator  from  South   Carolina  gets  tired  of 
his  hobbies  too  soon.  The  whole  country  was  filled 


with  just  alarm  at  the  fearful  strides  of  executive 
power;  and,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the  senator's 
speeches,  and  the  strenuousness  of  his  exertions,  no 
one  was  more  anxious  than  lie,but  a  few  shoi  t  months 
ago,  to  reduce  it  within  safe  and  constitutional  lim- 
its.    But  he  suddenly  goes  over  to  a  party  which 
maintains  to  the  very  letter  the  wlwle  extent  of  the 
power  ever  claimed  by  the  executive  department — 
maintainsthat  in  a  free,  intelligent,  and  responsible 
government,  every  subordinate  executive  officer  is 
bound  implicitly  to  obey  the  will  of  the  president, 
and  that  he  maj'  exercise  at  his  discretion  the  tre- 
raenduous  power  of  dismission,  not  only   without 
assigning  reasons,  but  without  the  smallest  practi- 
cal or  available  responsibility  for  its  exercise!    His 
edbrfs  have  not  only  ceased  to  restrain  and  circum- 
scribe the  power,  but  he  supports  a  meaure  which 
will  give  to  it  a  vast  augmentation.     I  repeat  what 
I  have  so  often  said,  that  if  this  executive  bank  is 
to  be  sanctioned  by  congress,  it  will  be  ihe  utter 
destruction  of  all  other  banks  in  the  country.    We 
shall  have,  in  fact,  ultimately  but  one  bank,  and  that 
a  treasury  bank,  exclusively  controlled  by  the  exe- 
cutive, emitting  all  the  paper  medium  in  circula- 
tion, and  amassing  and  hoarding  the  greater  part  of 
the  specie  of  the  country.    We  shall  have,  in  short, 
that   perfect  union  of   the  sword  and  the  purse, 
which  all  real  patriots  have  ever  so  much  dreaded.  I 
think,  wdien  the  honorable  senator   undertakes  to 
establish  his  own  consistency,  he  assumes  an  he 
culean  task,  beyond  his  powers,  great  and  gigantic 
as  he  believes  them  to  be.     He  may  have   all  the 
speeches  he  has  ever  delivered  read  to  us  in  an  au- 
dible voice,  by  the  secretary,  and  call  upon  the  sen- 
ate attentively  to  hear  them,  beginning  with  his 
speech  in  favor  of  a  bank  of  the   United  States  in 
1816,  down  to  his  speech    against  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  delivered  the  other  day,  and  he  will 
have  made  no  progress  in  his  task.     I  do  not  speak 
this  in  any  unkind  spirit,  but  1  will  tell  the  honor- 
able senator  when  he   will  be  consistent.     He  will 
be  so,  when  he  resolves  henceforward,  during  tlie 
residue  of  his  life,  never  to  pronounce  the  word 
again.  We  began  our  public  career  nearly  together; 
we  remained  together  throughout  the  v\-ar  and  down 
to  Ihe  peace.     We  agreed  as  to  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States — as  to  a  protective  tariff^— as  to  internal 
improvements — and  lately,  as  to  those  arbitrary  and 
violent  measures  which  characterised  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  Jackson.    No  two  prominent  pub- 
lic men  ever  agreed  better  together  in  respect  to  im- 
portant measures  of  national  policy.     We  concur 
now  in  nothing.     We  separate  forever.     The  sen- 
ator sometimes  says,  that  he  is  going  to  fall  back  up- 
on the   republican  party  of  1827.     Then  it  is  the 
entire  south  which  he  would  unite.     Then  it  is  the 
republican  party  of  '98.     He  professes  to  rally  on 
Mr.    Madison's  resolutions;  but  he  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son nevercould  agree  about  theirtrue  import.  The 
senator  deduced  nullification  from  those  resolutions. 
But  nullification  never  entered  intothehead  of  Mr. 
Madison.     Tliat  pure  and  enlightened  patriot  ne- 
ver  could  comprehend    how  a  confederacy  of  26 
states  could  get  along  at  all,  if  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers could,  at  ils  pleasure,  set  aside  and  nullify  the 
will  of  the   whole.     The  senator  too,   professes  to 
belong  to  the  republican  party  of  '98,  but  I  fear  we 
should  difi'er  as  much  about  its  real  tenels  and  doc- 
trines as  we  do   in  respect  to   any  cnnslitutional 
question.     The  senator  has  allowed  himself  to  use 
some  expressions  not  very  cnatoinary  or  parliamen- 
tary in  deliberative  assemblies;  I  shall  not  imitate 
his  example  in  the  einplovmerit  of"  thein.     But  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  him  of  my  feelings  of  perfect 
and  entire  reciprocity. 

The  senator  appeals  to  his  present  party,  rallies 
liis  new  allies,  and  cries  out  to  them  that  victory  is 
ahead,  to  which  he  will  lead  them.  Pass  the  bill, 
he  exclaims,  and  decide  the  long  vexed  question, 
and  thus  put  an  end  to  all  controversy.  But  does 
the  senator  and  do  any  of  his  friends  suppose  that 
if  their  bill  should  pass  this  senate  by  a  majority  of 
one  or  two  votes,  and  the  other  house  by  a  similar 
majority,  it  will  pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters, 
and  give  peace.to  this  distracted  country.  No,  sir, 
no.  The  upturned  business,  the  embarrassment, 
and  the  threatened  ruin  of  the  community,  are  not 
to  be  restored  to  order  ami  prosperity  in  that  way. 
I  know  that  in  other  countries,  and  in  other  times, 
il  has  been  a  common  calculation  with  tyrany  that 
when  the  tyrant  nods,  his  will  is  to  be  obeyed  and 
submission  to  ensue.  But  senators  need  not  "lay  that 
flattering  unction  to  their  souls."  The  people  of 
this  country  are  too  enlightened,  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  their  interests  and  ri£;hts,  and  too  firmly  re- 
solved at  all  hazards  to  mainlain  them,  quietly  to 
submit  to  a  measure  frauglit  with  such  ruin  and  dan- 
ser  to  their  liberties  as  this  is.  The  supporters  of 
this  bill  seem  determined,  if  they  can,  to  reverse 
the  great  principle,  which  lies  at  Ihe  foundation  of 
all  our  institutions.     That  principle  is,  that  the 


popular  will  flovss  from  the  people  into  the  legisla- 
tive ti-alls,  and  controls,  directs,  and  modifies  all 
easures,  intended  for  the  advancement  of  their 
happiness.  But  this  bill  treats  the  known  will  of 
the  people  with  soveriegn  contempt,  and  substitutes 
the  will  of  the  servant  for  the  will  of  the  master. 
It  proceeds  upon  the  fallacious  assumption  that  the 
servants  of  the  peopb-  know  better  than  the  people 
themselves  what  will  best  promote  their  happiness. 
It  is  in  vain  that  you  put  on  the  screv\"s,  and  at- 
tempt to  force  from  them  reluctant  acquiescence  by 
cutting  off  every  other  prospect  of  relief.  It  is  in 
vain  that  you  pronounce  your  veto  against  a  nation- 
al bank,  and  promulgate  to  the  world  your  solemn 
declaration  that  the  people  shall  iKit  have  one,  al- 
though it  should  be  manifest  that  there  is  a  clear 
majority  of  them  demanding  it.  It  is  in  vain  that 
you  should  denounce,  and  lay  your  unhall-owed 
hands  on  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  slates,  en- 
deared to  them  by  long  habit  and  cherished  affec- 
tion. Do  not  deceive  yourselves.  There  may  be 
those  who  are  bold  while  here,  acting  in  the  sun- 
shine of  executive  power;  but  when  they  return  to 
their  constituents,  whose  will  or  whose  instructions 
they  have  defied,  they  will  findin  their  frowns,  their 
indignation  and  their  maledictions,  that  the  power 
of  the  people  is  superior  to  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  their  most  exalted  magistrate,  whether 
in  office  or  in  retirement. 

[When  Mr.  Ci.ay  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  Cal- 
nou.N-  and  Mr.  Pbeston  both  rose.  The  Chair 
gave  the  floor  to] 

Mr.  Predion,  who  said  that  nothing  could  be 
more  unexpected  or  painful  to  him,  than  the  ne- 
cessity under  which  he  found  himself  of  inteirupt- 
ing,  for  a  moment,  the  discussion  between  the  sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  and  his  colleague.  He  well 
knew  that  in  the  general  expectation  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  by  the  acquies-cence  of  the  senate,  the  day 
and  the  occasion  were  appropriated  to,  and  set 
apart  for  those  gentlemen,  and  he  had  taken  his 
seat,  not  doubting  that  he  should  listen  in  silence, 
to  which  his  health,  as  well  as  all  the  proprieties  of 
the  occasion  seemed  to  consign  him.  But,  (said 
Mr.  Preston,)  no  condition  of  my  health,  no  dread 
of  violating  an  expected  order  of  proceeding,  no 
rule  or  ceremonious  observance,  can  compel  me 
to  silence  under  the  remarks  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  in  regard  to  my  state.  If  they  hadbeen 
personal  to  myself,  I  might  submit  in  silence,  or 
postpone  a  reply  for  a  more  fit  occasion,  without 
breaking  in  upon  the  unify  of  the  present  scene; 
but  the"  honorable  senator  has  thought  proper  to 
indulge  a  course  of  remarks  upon  certain  recent 
and  conspicuous  acts  of  my  state,  pressed,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  unnecessarily  into  this  discussion, 
which  I  will  at  once  resent  and  repel.  And  be- 
sides, there  is,  in  my  present  relation  to  my  state, 
peculiar  obligations  of  duty,  affection,  and  grati- 
tude, which  makes  her  defence  more  my  business 
and  my  pleasure,  than  at  any  former  time.  It  is 
generally  known  that  it  is  my  misfortune  to  differ 
with  her  legislature  in  regard  to  important  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  finances  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  that  it  has  expressed  that  ditierence  in 
formal  resolutions.  It  is  not  so  generally  known 
that,  with  an  elevation  and  generosity  character- 
istic of  the  state,  it  at  the  same  moment  soothed 
the  pain  w'hich  this  diderence  of  opinion  could 
not  but  create,  by  an  express  exclusion  of  all  cen- 
iure  upon  her  public  funclionaries,  who  enter- 
faineil  different  views.  Already  bound  to  South 
Carolina  by  every  obligation  of  duty  and  alfec- 
tioii  which'can  bind  a  citizen  and  a  servant,  these 
obligations  are  enhanced  and  strengthened  by  this 
noble  and  touching  act  of  kindness  and  generosity, 
which  makes  it  my  privilege,  on  this  occasion,  to 
supersede  my  colleague  in  the  defence  of  our 
state,  and  to  take  to  my  own  hands  the  willing 
task. 

I  have  remained  silent  when  vulgar  witlings 
have  sought  to  amuse  themselves,  or  others,  by  a 
poor  jest  on  nullification;  and  I  have  heard,  with- 
out emotion,  the  efibrts  of  underling  politicians, 
who,  ever  and  anon,  supply  a  vacuity  of  sense  by 
a  puny  and  innocent  tirade  against  South  Carolina. 
Such  things  are  to  be  expected  from  such  quar- 
ters, and  may  be  well  siibmilted  to  in  silence  and 
indilference;  but  when  these  poor  tojiics  are  res- 
cued from  contempt  in  the  only  way  by  which 
this  can  be  effected,  by  that  adventitious  conse- 
quence derived  from  the  dignify  and  position  of 
him  who  uses  them,  they  become  worthy  of  ani- 
madversion, not  on  their  own  account,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  party  rasorting  to  them. 

In  the  contest  wtiich  South  Carolina  waged  with 
this  government,  whether  she  was  right  or  wrong, 
no  man  of  right  mind,  who  knows  the  circumstan- 
ces, will  perceive  matter  for  jest  or  ridicule.  Her 
course  is  now  history.  She  acted  in  patriotism 
and  honor.     Her  principles  were  openly  asserted 
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her  purposes  bolJly  avowed  ;  wrong  or  ri^lit,  slie 
fearlessly  assumed  her  ground,  calmly  ai'rayed  her- 
self against  the  whole  power  of  this  governEuent, 
sternly  retorted  the  frowns  of  a  tyrant,  armed  as 
he  was  by  the  eager  haste  of  a  servile  legislature, 
with  all  the  power  of  the  country,  in  or  out  of  the 
constitution;  and  when  the  personal  passions  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  ministered  to  and  inllamed 
by  the  ready  zeal  of  the  most  thoroughly  devoted 
])arty  which  this  country  ever  saw,  weic  joined 
and  sustained  by  the  greediness  of  the  manufactu- 
ring interest  in  measures  of  military  violence, 
were  there  any  symptoms  of  irresolution,  of  giv- 
ing back,  amongst  us?  Did  the  honorable  senator 
see  any  sign  of  fear  at  liome,  or  hesitancy  amongst 
those  who  so  well  and  so  nobly  represented  us  here  ? 
Did  we  not  hurl  back  the  proclamation  in  the  teeth 
of  those  who  issued  it?  Did  we  not  upon  this 
floor  answer  argument  by  argument,  and  threat  by 
scorn,  while  at  home  tiie  state  armed  herself  to 
repel  force  by  force  ?  Did  any  one  who  looked 
upon  the  scene  in  this  senate,  and  our  actors  in  it; 
did  any  one  who  looked  to  us  at  home,  even  from 
this  distance,  see  any  where  the  bearing  of  men, 
whose  names  could  be  mentioned,  except  in  the 
vulgar  violence  of  pampered  power,  in  any  con- 
nexion with  an  ignoiniinous  death,  or  whose  con- 
duct and  destiny  couhl  in  any  event  be  associated 
but  with  honor  and  respect  ?  Slaughtered  we 
might  have  been,  crushed  and  overwhelmed,  per- 
haps, but  the  honorable  senator  did  not  understand 
the  occasion,  nor  does  he  know  the  people  of 
whom  bespeaks,  if  he  believes  that  the  crisis  of 
1S33,  could  have  been  passed  but  by  tfcir  or  con- 
cession ori  the  part  of  this  government — compro- 
mise, if  the  word  be  more  palatable. 

Well,  sir,  the  compromise  bill  was  passed,  and 
went  forth  with  healingon  its  wings.  It  was  hailed 
as  the  harbinger  of  ])eace,  and  was  understood  to 
be  the  result  of  mutual  concessions,  made  in  a 
high  spirit  of  patriotism,  lor  the  purpose  of  smoth- 
ering the  hc.its  which  threatened  the  country.  In 
such  a  spirit,  unquestionably,  we  acceded  to  the 
compromise,  surrendering,  for  its  sake,  a  portion 
of  our  interests,  which  in  justice  might  have  been 
insisted  on  ;  and,  in  such  a  spirit,  we  supposed  the 
hoiiorable  senator,  as  the  representative  of  the  man- 
ufacturing interest,  and  given  his  consent  to  the 
arrangement.  These  high  and  holy  purposes  I  at- 
tributed to  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  those 
who  acted  with  hiin,  on  that  occasion.  I  thought 
him  entitled  to  the  glory  of  having  acted  from  no 
personal  motive,  from  nothing  that  savored  of 
party  feeling,  but  from  a  brond  patriotism,  or  the 
broader  principles  of  that  cede  which  promises 
blessings  to  the  peace-inakers.  And  on  this  higli 
ground,  I  have  always  understood  the  gentleman 
then  placed  himself;  but  his  declarations  to-day 
show  that  he  is  discontented  with  that  position, 
and  he  prefei-s  to  have  it  known  that  his  object  was 
to  drive  a  good  bargain  for  the  manufacturers ;  and 
that  his  views  of  "peace  did  not  extend  beyond 
saving  a  good  fellow  or  two  from  an  ignominious 
death.  That  he  did  not  believe  that  danger  exist- 
ed, or  that  South  Carolina  intended  aught  but 
child's  play.  The  honorable  senator  has  a  right  to 
establish  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  and  to  correct  the  historj' 
of  them,  which  had  Ijisely,  as  it  now  appears,  as- 
signed so  di liferent,  and,  in  my  judgment,  so  much 
nobler  an  attitude  to  the  honorable  senator.  He 
now  permils  it  to  be  understood,  that  when  lie 
seemed  to  compromise  with  Soutli  Carolina,  it  was, 
in  fact,  hutsecuring  the  tariff  againstgeceial  Jack- 
son; and  that  when  he  talked  of  the  harmony  of 
the  union,  and  the  peace  of  the  land,  ho  did  not, 
in  fact,  con.sider  either  in  the  slightest  danger.  In 
all  this  he  was  totally  mistaken;  as  much  mistaken 
in  regard  to  us,  as  we  were  to  him.  We  were  anx- 
ious to  avoid,  but  not  afraid  to  meet  a  collision. 
We,  at  least,  were  in  earnest,  when  we  said  we 
were  willing  to  fight  for  our  cause,  or  to  compro- 
mise for  jieace.  We  were  resolute  and  armed ; 
and  when  the  honorable  senator  speaks  of  that  pe- 
riod in  the  light  tone  he  has  assumed,  he  treats  it 
in  a  way  inconsistent  with  the  true  character  of 
the  crisis,  with  his  own  dignity,  and  with  the  dig- 
nity of  this  chamber. 

Air.  Clin/.  I  am  happy,  although  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston)  has  totally 
misconceived  me,  to  have  been  the  occasion  of 
the  verj-  eloquent  vindication  of  his  own  state, 
which  he  has  just  pronounced.  He  complains  of 
my  allusion  to  nullirtcation.  His  complaint  ought } 
not  to  be  of.  me,  but  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Cal-  i 
houn,)  whose  exultation  at  the  supposed  overthrow 
of  the  protective  polic)',  through  the  instrumen- . 
tality  of  nullification,  has  reluctantly  extorted  from  [ 
me  an  exposition  of  the  truth.  But  Mr.  Pre'^i- 1 
dent,  nothing  was  further  from  my  purpose  than  ' 
to  east  the  slightest  imputation   upon  the  gallant) 


and  patriotic  state  of  South  Carolina,  or  any  of  her 
citizens.  In  my  opinion  she  was  eminently  wrong 
in  that  memorable  contest;  but  I  never  doubled 
her  sincerity,  or  her  gallantry.  I  never  dou'/ted 
that  in  the  land  of  Marion,  of  Sumpter,  and  of 
Pickens,  there  were  many  of  their  descendants 
equally  noble  and  brave,  and  that  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  would,  upon  all  proper  occasions, 
uidiiitain  the  high  cliaracter  which  they  have  so 
justly  acquired.  And  amon^  the  nullifiers  them- 
selves, I  personally  know,  that  there  are  many  .as 
high  minded,  as  brave,  and  as  patriotic,  as  any  part 
of  the  American  people.  I  would  as  soon  go  to 
them  to  tiiid  friends  on  whom  I  could  confidently 
rely,  in  any  po.ssible  emergency,  as  to  any  nieii 
upon  earth.  But  the  senator  must  excuse  me  for 
believing  that  South  Carolina  alone  could  not  have 
beaten  all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
thinking  that,  I  justly  described  the  inequality  ol 
such  a  coldest  in  tlie  parellel  which  I  drew  of  the 
relative  strength  of  the  two  parties.  Nor  did  I,  in 
the  allusion  which  I  made  to  what  passed  at  the 
session  of  1832-3,  between  my  excellent  friend 
(John  M.  Clayton)  and  myself,  intend  to  intimate 
that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) or  any  of  his  colleagues,  deserved  the  igno- 
minious death  wilh  which  they  had  been  menaced. 
Neither  of  us  thought  they  did;  but  we  had  heard 
the  current  reports  of  the  threals  of  President 
Jackson  to  apply  it  to  certain  gentlemen  in  South 
Carolina,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  himself 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  among  them,  and  hence  the  remark 
of  Mr.  Clayton. 

Equally  has  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Preston)  misapprehended  me  in  another  res- 
pect. I  did  not  say,  orintiiuate,  that  it  was  a  lead- 
ing or  principal  motive  in  the  compromise  act  to 
save  his  colleague  and  others  from  the  halter.  I 
stated  that  although  I  had  no  dread  of  the  power 
of  South  Carolina  alone,  I  di.l  not  know  how  far, 
if  a  civil  war  were  once  kindled,  the  Haines  might 
extend,  and  whetlier  from  sympathy  other  sout'i- 
crn  states  might  not  during  its  progress  become 
involved  in  the  contest.  The  motives  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compromise  act  were,  1st.  to  prevent 
a  civil  war,  and  to  protect  Soutli  Carolina  from 
impending  danger;  2d.  to  preserve  the  tarilf, 
threatened  with  a  total  overthrow,  which  would 
have  taken  place  at  the  next  session,  to  insure  sta- 
bility, during  a  long  tena  of  years,  to  the  policy 
of  protection,  and  to  save  the  manufacturers  from 
the  absolute  ruin  and  prostration  with  which  they 
were  metiaced ;  and,  3d.  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
placing  a  large  army,  and  vast  military  resources, 
at  the  disposal  of  President  Jackson,  animated  as 
he  was  by  a  spirit  of  resentment  and  vengeance 
towards  Soutli  Carolina  and  some  of  her  mo.=t  prom- 
inent citizens.  1  had  no  confidence  in  Ihe  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  and  I  was  unwilling  to 
see  him  invested  with  an  immense  military  power, 
of  the  prudent  use  of  which  I  saw  no  adequate 
security. 

Such  was  the  combination  of  motives  which 
prompted  me  to  propose,  and  I  have  no  doubt  ac- 
tuated my  friends  in  sanctioning  the  compromise 
act.  I  (rust  now,  sir,  that  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston.)  will  see  that  I  made  no 
attack  upon  his  state,  or  its  citizens,  which  requir- 
ed of  him  his  vindication.  If  the  contest  had  not 
happily  been  averted,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  would  have  fought  with 
as  tniicli  firmness,  resolution,  and  bravery,  as  any 
people  ever  did ;  but  I  can  but  believe,  that  the 
issue  of  it  could  not  have  been  doubtful,  and  must 
have  been,  inevitably,  most  disastrous  to  her  gal- 
lant sons  and  her  fair  fields. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  in  rejoinder.  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  says  that  the  sentiments  contained 
in  my  Edgefield  letter,  then  met  his  view  for  the 
first  time,  and  that  he  read  that  document  with 
equal  pain  and  amazement.  Now,  it  does  happen 
that  I  expressed  those  self-same  sentiments,  just 
as  strongly  in  1834.  in  a  speech  which  was  receiv- 
ed v^'ith  unbounded  api)lause  by  that  gentleman's 
own  party,  and  of  which  a  va<t  number  of  copies 
were  published  and  circulated  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  speech  is  on  Ihe  Secretary's  table, 
and  I  will  thank  him  to  read  the  extract  I  have 
marked. 

The  secretary  of  the  senate  here  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

"A  very  few  words  will  place  this  point  beyond 
controversy.  To  the  interposition  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina  we  are  indebted  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  taritf  question;  without  it,  all  the  inUuencc 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  over  the  manuliic- 
turing  intere.-t,  great  as  it  deservedly  is,  would 
have  been  wholly  incompetent,  if  he  had  even 
thought  proper  to  exert  it,  to  adjust  the  question. 
The  attempt  would  have  prostrated  hiin,  and  those 
who  acted  with  him,  and  not  th«  system.    It  was 


the  separate  act  of  the  state  that  gave  him  the  place 
to  stand  upon;  created  Ihe  necessity  for  the  adjust- 
ment, and  disposed  the  minds  ol  all  to  compro- 
mise. Now,  1  put  the  solemn  question  to  all  who 
hear  me,  if  tlie  tarilf  had  not  then  been  adjusted — if 
it  was  now  an  open  question — what  hope  of  suc- 
cessful resistance  against  the  usurpation  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other  branch  of 
the  government,  could  be  entertained?  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  this  isthe  result  of  accident — of  an  un- 
forseeh  contingency.  It  was  clearly  perceived, 
and  openly  staled,  lliat  no  successful  resistance 
could  be  made  to  the  coiruption  and  encroachments 
of  the  executive,  while  the  tariff  question  remained 
open— while  it  separated  the  nortli  from  the  south, 
and  wasted  Ihe  energy  of  the  honest  and  patriotic 
portions  ofthe  community  against  each  otlier,  the 
joint  clfort  of  which  is  indispensably  necessary  lo 
expel  those  from  authority,  who  arc  converting  the 
entire  powers  of  government  into  a  corrupt  elec- 
tioneering machine  ;  and  that,  without  separate 
state  interposition,  the  adjustment  was  impossible. 
The  truth  of  this  position  rests  not  u|)on  the  acci- 
dental state  of  things,  but  on  a  profound  principle 
growing  out  ofthe  nature  of  government  and  parly 
struggles  in  a  free  stale.  History  and  reflection 
teacli  us,  that  when  great  interests  come  into  con- 
flict, and  the  jiassions  and  the  prejudices  of  men 
are  roused,  such  struggles  can  never  be  composed 
by  the  influence  of  any  individual,  howevergreat ; 
and  if  there  be  not,  somewhere  in  Ihe  system, 
some  high  constitutional  power  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress, and  compel  the  parties  to  adjust  the  dill'er- 
ence,  they  go  on  till  the  state  falls  by  corruption  or 
violence." 

Such  was  the  l.mguage  I  held  at  that  lime,  when 
the  events  were  fresh  in  our  recollection,  and  the 
senator  heard  it  and  opened  his  mouth ;  yet  now, 
after  four  years,  he  rises  here  and  makes  the  state- 
ment we  have  heard.  That  I  uttered  these  senti- 
ments before,  and  that  frequently,  I  am  able  to 
show  by  other  facts.  But  I  go  iurther,  and  shall 
prove  from  the  senator's  own  declaration  the  truth 
of  what  I  assert.  In  1S32,  speaking  on  a  bill  then 
on  its  passage  providing  for  a  reduction  of  the  ta- 
riff, Ihe  senator  declared  in  his  place  that  he  con- 
sidered that  bill  as  an  ultimate  adjustment  of  the 
queslion,  and  yet  the  whole  tariff  system  was  pros- 
trated before  the  act  went  into  efi'cct;  and  what 
eliecled  this  prostration  ?  Nothing  but  the  inter- 
position of  my  own  liltio  gallant  slate — a  stale  of 
which  he  has  spoken  in  such  contemptuous  lan- 
guage. It  was  the  well-known  principle  of  the 
American  .system,  of  which  the  senator  is  the  au- 
thor, that  every  articli;  which  can  be  manufactured 
at  home  was  to  be  protected,  and  that  that  protec- 
tion was  to  be  extended,  if  possible,  even  to  pro- 
hibition. The  senator  now  says  that  he  continues 
to  think  that  principle  a  sound  one  ;  and  yet  the 
compromise  act  surrenders  by  express  term.s  the 
system  of  protection;  gives  up  the  principle  to 
which  the  senator  tells  ns  he  still  ailheres,  and  to 
the  surrender  of  which  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Webster,)  if  I  rightly  remember, 
objected  to  the  compromise.  Now,  I  would  ask, 
what  was  it  that  caused  the  surrender  of  this  prin- 
ciple? It  was  because  I  took  my  stand  firmly, 
resolutely,  and  refused  to  compromise  at  all,  unless 
the  principle  was  given  up. 

But  the  senator  tells  us  that  he  is  among  the 
most  constant  men  in  this  world.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  charging  others  with  inconsistency ;  but 
one  thing  I  will  s.ay,  that  if  the  gentleman  has  not 
changed  hii  principles,  he  has  most  certainly  chan- 
ged his  compam/ ;  for,  though  he  boasts  of  setting 
out  in  public  life  a  republican  ofthe  school  of  'U^, 
he  is  now  surrounded  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  old  federal  parly.  I  do 
not  desire  to  disparage  that  party.  I  always  res- 
pected them  as  men,  though  I  believeil  iheir  politi- 
cal principles  to  be  wrong.  Now,  either  the  gen- 
tleman's associates  have  changed,  or  he  hai ;  for 
they  are  now  together,  though  belonging  formerly 
to  different  and  opposing  parties — parties,  as  every 
one  knows,  directly  opposed  to  each  other  in  policy 
and  principles.  I  repeat  the  assertion,  that  the 
senator's  present  friends  were  not  only  associated 
with  the  old  federal  party,  but  that  they  were  dis- 
tinguished members  of  it, and  attained  renown  fiom 
the  advocacy  and  defence  of  its  principles,  and,  as 
they  have  now  got  together,  I  leave  it  to  him  and 
them  to  decide  which  has  changed. 

As  I  am  charged  with  inconsistency,  and  the 
charge  is  so  often  repeated  by  the  senator,  I  will 
make  a  brief  reply  on  that  point.  As  it  respects 
the  bank  charter  of  1SI6,  the  senator  well  knows 
that  at  that  time  the  choice  was  between  the  use 
of  state  banks  and  a  national  bank,  as  the  fiscal 
agent  ofthe  government.  The  state  b.inks  were 
tlien  the  fiscal  agent,  and  it  was  impossible  then  to 
break  th*  union  between  tb«  governinent  and  the 
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ii...ik3.  I  acquiesced  in  what  was  beyoiiil  my  con-  |  formidable — the  most  active  and  tl)e  most  cnncen- 
trol,  and  inmitable  at  the  time;  and'as  I  then,  as  trated  and  pervadins; ;  of  all  the  points  within  the 
now,  nreteried  a  national  to  the  state  banks,  I  then    immense  circle  of  this  interest,  there  is  none  in  re- 


advocated  the  former  against  the  latter,  as  1  would 
now  do  in  the  same  state  of  things. 

He  says  I  was  in  (avor  of  the  tariff  of  1S16,  and 
took  the  lead  in  its  support.  He  is  certainly  mis- 
taken again.  It  was  in  charge  of  my  colleague  ajid 
friend,  Mr.  Lowndes,  chairman  then  of  the  com- 
mittee of  way^  and  means,  as  a  revenue  measure 
ordy.  I  took  no  other  part  whatever  but  to  deliver 
an  o/f-hand  speech,  at  the  request  of  a  friend.  The 
question  ol  protection,  as  a  constitutional  question, 
w.as  not  touched  at  all.  It  was  not  made,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  for  some  years  alter.  As  to 
protection,  I  believe  little  of  it,  except  what  all 
admit  was  incidental  to  revenue  was  contained  in 
the  act  of  1816.  As  to  my  views  in  regard  to  pro- 
tection at  that  early  period,  I  refer  to  my  remarks 
in  1813,  when  I  opposed  a  renewal  of  the  non-im- 
portation act,  expressly  on  the  ground  of  its  giving 
too  much  protection  to  the  manufacturers.  But 
while  1  declared,  in  my  place,  that  I  was  opposed 
to  it  on  that  ground,  [  at  the  same  time  stated  that 
I  would  go  as  far  as  I  could  with  propriety,  when 
peace  returned,  to  protect  the  capital  which  the 
war  and  the  extreme  policy  of  the  government  had 
turned  into  that  channel.  The  senator  refers  to 
my  report  on  internal  improvement,  wdien  I  was 
secretary  of  war;  but,  as  usual  with  him,  forgets 
to  tell  that  I  made  it  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  house,  to  which  I  was  bound  to  answer,  and 
that  I  expressly  stated  I  did  not  involve  the  con 
stitulional  question  ;  of  which  the  senator  may  now 
satisfy  himself,  if  he  will  read  the  latter  pait  of  the 
report.  As  to  the  bonus  bill,  it  grew  out  of  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Bladison  in  his  last  message  ; 
and  althoughl  proposed  that  the  bonus  should  be 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement, 
leaving  it  to  be  determined  thereafter,  whether  we 
had  (he  power,  or  the  constitution  shoidd  be  amen- 
ded, in  conformity  to  Mr.  Madison's  recommenda- 
tion, I  did  not  touch  the  question  to  what  extent 
congress  might  possess  the  power;  and  when  re- 
quested to  insert  a  direct  recognition  of  the  power 
by  some  of  the  leading  membeis,  I  refused,  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  that,  though  I  believed  it  ex- 
isted, I  had  not  made  up  my  mind  how  far  it  ex- 
tended. As  to  the  bill,  it  was  perfectly  constitu- 
tional in  my  opinion  then,  and  which  still  remains 
unchangetl,  to  set  aside  the  fund  proposed,  and  with 
the  object  intended,  but  which  could  not  be  used 
without  specific  appropriations  thereafter. 

In  my  opening  remarks  to-day.  I  said  the  sen 
tor's  speech  was  remarkable,  both  for  its  omissio 
and  mistakes;  and  the  senator  infers,  with  his 
usual  inaccuracy,  that  I  alluded  to  a  dilference  be 
tween  his  spoken  and  printed  speech,  and  that  I 
was  answering  the  latter.  In  this  he  was  mista- 
ken ;  I  hardly  ever  read  a  speech,  but  reply  to 
what  is  said  lierein  debate.  I  know  no  other  but 
the  speech  delivered  here. 

As  to  the  arguments  of  each  of  us,  I  am  willing 
to  leave  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  country  ;  his 
speech  and  arguments,  and  mine,  will  be  read  with 
the  closer  attention  and  deeper  interest  in  conse- 
quence of  this  day's  occurrence.     It  is  all  I  ask. 

The  senator  supposes  that  some  remarks  in  my 
letter  alluded  to  the  national  republicans,  wliich 
gave  him  great  otience  ;  but  here  again  he  misftates. 
It  alludes  to  those  in  pouer,  and  not  to  the  national 
republican  party,  which  the  reading  of  the  entire 
paragraph  will  make  manifest.  Will  the  senator 
send  me  the  letter  for  that  purpose  ? 

"  As  obvious  as  all  this  niust  appear,  I  felt  that 
I  assumed  a  heavy  responsibility  in  taking  the 
course  I  did.  It  was  impossible  that  all  the  cir- 
cuicstances  and  motives  under  which  I  acted  could 
at  once  be  generally  understood,  and,  of  course, 
the  part  I  was  compelled  to  take  was  liable  to  be 
misconceived  and  grossly  misrepresented.  We 
have,  been  so  long  contending  against  the  abuses 
and  encroachments  of  the  executive  power  as  to 
for 'et  that  they  originated  in  the  prior  abiises  and 
encroachments  of  congress,  and  were  accordingly 
exclusively  intent  on  expelling  from  office  those 
who  had  acquired  and  exercised  their  authority  in 
a  manner  so  dangerous,  without  reflecting  into 
whose  hands  the  power  would  go,  and  what  princi- 
ples and  policy  would  gain  the  ascendency.  Wiih 
this  state  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  friends,  I 
saw  it  waj  impossible  to  Lake  a  position  which,  by 
consequence,  was  calculated  to  cover  those  in  pow- 
er, however  urgent  the  cause,  without  occasioning 
a  shock  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  imputation  of 
unworthy  motives,  to  meet  which,  however  tran- 
sient the"  misapprehension  might  be,  required  some 
resolution  and  firmness.  But  there  were  other  and 
far  greater  causes  of  responsibility,  to  which  this 
was  as  nothing.  Of  all  the  interests  in  the  commu- 
nity, the  banking  is  by  far  the  most  influential  and 


lation  to  wdiich  the  banks  are  more  sensit 
tenacious  than  their  union  with  the  political  power 
of  the  country.  This  is  the  source  of  a  vastamo  int 
of  their  profits,  and  of  a  still  larger  portion  of  their 
respectability  and  influence.  To  touch  theirinter- 
est  on  this  tender  point  is  to  combine  all  in  one 
united  and  zealous  opposition  with  some  excep- 
tions in  our  portion  of  the  community,  where  the 
union  of  the  two  powers  acts  injuriously  to  banking 
as  well  as  to  the  commercial  and  other  greater  in- 
terests of  the  section.  To  encounter  so  formidable 
an  opposition,  supported  by  a  powerful  political 
party  with  whom  I  have  been  acting  for  some  years 
against  entire  power,  and  who  regarded  the  union 
of  the  government  and  the  banks  as  essential  to  the 
union  of  the  states  themselves,  was  to  assume 
heavy  responsibilily  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances; but  to  back  and  sustain  those  in  such 
opposition,  in  whose  wisdom,  firmness,  and  patriot- 
ism, I  have  no  reason  to  confide,  and  over  whom 
I  have  no  control,  is  to  double  that  responsibility. 
This  responsibility  I  have  voluntarily  assumed." 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  There  is  no  doubt  nor  ambi- 
guity; and  I  thought  it  so  clear,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  misunderstand  it ;  but  it  seems,  in 
my  case,  that  nothing  is  too  clear  for  the  senator  to 
misunderstand. 

After  these  remarkable  misrepresentations,  and 
after  I  have  shown  my  sentiments  in  1S.34,  fully 
according  with  my  present  sentiments,  the  senator 
makes  further  charges,  \\'hich  I  do  not  think  en- 
titled to  respect.  My  sentiments  in  1834  are  my 
recorded  sentiments  now  ;  and  I  am  willing  they 
should  go  before  the  public,  and  let  them  judge  be- 
tween the  senator  and  myself.  To  them  I  cheer- 
fully submit  the  question,  without  further  remarks 
on  what  the  senator  said  in  reply  to  me  ;  and  I  am 
the  more  induced  to  do  so,  as  I  find  myself  too 
hoarse  to  extend  my  remarks,  with  any  satisfaction 
to  myself  or  the  senate. 

Mr.  C/ny  said  it  was  very  true  that  the  senator 
had  on  other  occasions,  besides  his  Edgefield  letter, 
claimed  that  the  influence  arising  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  his  own  state  had  effected  the  tariff  com- 
promise. Mr.  C.  had  so  stated  the  fact  when  up 
before.  But  in  the  Eilgefield  letter  the  senator 
took  new  ground,  he  denounced  those  v.'\\h  whom 
he  had  been  acting  as  persons  in  whom  he  could 
ha\e  no  confidence,  and  imputed  to  them  the  de- 
sign of  renewing  a  high  tariff  and  patronizing  ex- 
trava;;anl  expenditures,  as  the  natural  consequences 
of  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  had  presented  this  as  a  reason  for  his  recent 
course.  When,  said  Mr.  C.  I  saw  a  charge  like 
this,  together  with  an  imputation  of  unworthy  mo- 
tives, and  all  this  deliberately  written  and  pub- 
lished, I  could  not  but  feel  very  differently  from 
what  I  should  have  done  under  a  mere  casual  re- 
mark. 

Bill  the  senator  says,  that  if  1  have  not  changed 
principles,  I  have  at  least  got  info  strange  company. 
Why  really,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  has  so 
recently  changed  his  relations  that  he  seems  to 
have  forgoltcn  into  what  company  he  has  fallen 
himself.  [.\  laugh.]  He  says  that  some  of  my 
friends  once  belonged  to  the  federal  party.  Sir,  I  am 
ready  to  go  into  an  examination  with  the  honorable 
senator  at  any  time,  and  then  we  shall  seeil  Ihereare 
not  more  members  of  that  same  old  federal  party 
amongst  those  whom  the  senator  has  so  recently  join- 
ed, than  on  our  side  of  the  house.  The  plain  truth  is, 
that  it  is  the  old  federal  party  with  whom  he  is  now 
acting.  For  all  the  former  grounds  of  difference 
which  distinguished  that  party,  and  were  the  great 
subjects  of  contention  between  them  and  the  re- 
publicans, have  ceased  from  lapse  of  lime  and 
change  of  circumstances,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  and  that  is  the  maintenance  and  increase  of 
executive  power.  This  was  a  leading  policy  of 
the  federal  party.  A  strong,  powerful,  and  ener- 
getic executive  was  its  favorite  tenet.  The  leading 
members  of  Ihat  party  had  come  out  of  the  national 
convention  with  an  impression  that  under  the  new 
constitution  the  executive  arm  was  too  weak.  The 
danger  they  apprehended  was,  that  the  executive 
would  be  absorbeil  by  the  legislative  department  of 
the  government,  and  accordingly  the  old  federal 
doctrine  was  that  the  executive  must  be  upheld, 
that  its  influence  must  be  extended  and  strength- 
ened, and  as  a  means  to  this  that  ifspationage  must 
be  multiplied.  And  what,  I  pray,  is  at  this  hour 
the  leading  object  of  that  party,  which  the  senator 
has  joined,  but  this  very  thing .'  It  was  maintained 
in  the  convention  by  Mr.  Madison,  that  to  remove 
a  public  officer  without  valid  cause,  would  right- 
fully subject  a  president  of  the  United  States  to 
impeachment.  But  now  not  only  is  no  reason  re- 
quired, but  the  principle  is  maintained  that  no 


reason  an  be  asked.  A  is  removed  and  ii  is  put 
in  his  pl;;ce,  because  such  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
president.  In  a  free  go\ernment,  founded  upon 
the  principle  of  responsibility,  the  presioent  of  the 
United  States  is  not  only  practically  irresponsible, 
but  does  not  deign  to  assign  a  reason  lor  the  exer- 
cise of  one  ol  the  most  important  functions  ol  gov- 
ernment. Now.  if  we  are  to  look  at  things  and  not 
at  names,  then  it  is  certainly  true,  that  ttie  senator 
is  acting  with  the  old  federal  parly  which  con- 
tinues in  its  ancient  location.  If  there  are 
some  of  the  federal  party  who  act  with  us,  it 
is  becatise  they  are  shocked  by  the  extravagant 
pretensions  of  modern  democrats  to  executive 
piower  and.  prerogative.  I  can  tell  the  gentleman 
that  he  will  find  the  true  old  democratic  party  who 
were  for  resistingthe  encroachments  of"  jiower,  and 
limiting  execiitiv-e  patronage,  on  this  side  of  the 
senate,  and  not  with  his  new  allies  the  Jackson 
Van  Buren  democratic  party,  whose  l»ading  prin- 
ciple is  to  sustain  the  executive  and  deny  all  power 
to  the  legislature  ;  and  which  does  not  hold  a  soli- 
tary principle  in  common  with  the  republican  party 
of  1798.  Yet  the  Senator,  true  to  the  principles 
of  his  new  allies,  is  for  uniting,  by  this  tiovern- 
ment  bank,  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  laying 
both  at  the  feet  of  the  executive.  The  senator 
tells  lis  that  he  found  banks  in  existence  in  1816, 
and  that  he  only  ac^wiescfrf  in  their  constitution- 
ality. But,  if  he  acquiesced  in  it  then,  why  can- 
not he  acquiesce  in  the  same  thing  now?  The 
banks  at  that  time  were  not  paying  specie,  the 
legal  connexion  between  Ihem  and  the  government 
had  ceased  ;  the  whole  currency  and  business  of 
the  country  were  in  a  state  of  derangement,  just 
as  they  are  now,  yet  he  acqvusced  in  a  bank  ol  the 
United  States,  and  he  acquiesced  again  in  1234. — 
Why  cannot  he  acquiesce  in  1S38  !  The  senator  is 
fond  of  (he  record.  I  should  not  myself  have  gone 
to  it  but  forthe  infinite  gravity  and  self  compla- 
cency with  which  he  appeals  to  it  in  vindication  of 
his  own  cons^stency.  Let  me  then  read  a  little 
from  one  of  the  very  speeches  in  1834,  from  which 
he  has  so  liberally  quoted,  and  called  upon  the 
Secretary  to  read  so  loud,  and  the  senate  to  listen 
so  attentively  : 

"  But  there  is  in  my  opinion  a  strong  if  not  an 
insuperable  objection  aE:ainst  resorting  to  this  mea- 
sure, resulting  from  ihe  fact  that  an  exclusive  re- 
ceipt of  specie  in  the  treasury  would,  to  give  it  ef- 
ficacy, and  to  prevent  extensive  specitlation  and 
fraud,  require  an  entire  disconnexion  on  the  part  of 
the  government,  with  Ihe  bankingsystem,  in  all  its 
forms,  and  a  resort  to  the  strong  bo.x,  as  the  means 
of  preserving  and  guarding  its  funds — a  means,  it 
practicable  at  all  in  the  present  slate  of  things, 
liable  to  the  objection  of  being  far  less  safe,  eco- 
jioinicul,  and  efficient  than  the  present." 

Here  is  a  strong  denunciation  of  that  very  sys- 
tem fie  is  now  eulogising  to  the  skies.  Here  he 
deprecates  a  disconnexion  w  ith  all  banks  as  a  most 
disastrous  measure;  and,  as  the  strongest  argument 
against  it.  says  that  it  will  necessarily  lead  to  the 
antiquated  policy  of  the  strong  box.  Yet,  now, 
the  senator  thinks  the  strong  box  system  the  w  isest 
thing  on  earth.  As  to  the  acquiescei'ce  of  the 
honorable  senator  in  measures  deemed  by  him  un- 
constitutional, I  only  regret  that  he  suddenly  stop- 
ped short  in  his  acquiescence.  He  was,  in  1816, 
at  the  head  of  the  finance  committee,  in  the  other 
house,  having  been  put  there  by  myself,  acquies- 
cinz  a\\  the  while  in  the  doctrines  of  a  bank,  as 
perfectly  sound,  and  reporting  to  that  effect.  He 
acquiesced  for  nearlv  twenty  years,  not  a  doubt 
escaping  from  him  during  the  whole  time.  The 
year  1834  comes:  the  deposites  are  seized,  Ihe  cur- 
rency turned  up  side  down,  and  the  senator  comes 
forward  and  jiroposes  as  a  remedy  a  continuation 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  twelve  years — 
Iiere  acquiescing  once  more  ;  and,  as  he  tells  us,  in 
order  to  save  the  country.  But  if  the  salvation  of 
the  country  would  justiiy  his  acquiescence  in  1816 
and  in  1834,  I  can  only  regret  that  he  did  not  find 
it  in  his  heart  to  acquiesce  once  more  in  what 
would  have  remedied  all  our  evils. 

In  regard  to  Ihe  tariff  of  1816,  has  the  senator 
forgotten  the  dispute  at  that  time  about  the  protec- 
tion of  the  cotton  manufacture?  The  very  point  of 
that  dispute  was,  whether  we  had  a  riijht  to  give 
protection  or  not.  He  admits  the  truth  of  what  I 
said,  Ihat  the  conslitutional  question  as  to  the  pow- 
er of  the  government  to  protect  our  own  industry 
was  never  raised  before  1820  or  1822.  It  was  but 
first  hinted,  then  controverted,  and  soon  after  ex- 
panded into  nullification,  although  the  senator  had 
supported  the  tariff  of  1816  on  the  very  ciound 
that  we  had  power.  I  do  not  now  recollect  dis- 
tinctly his  whole  course  in  the  legislature,  but  he 
certainly  introduced  the  bonus  bill  in  1816,  and  sus- 
tained it  by  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  infernal  im- 
provements, which  neither  expresses  nor  implies  a 
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loubtolllu.  const.Ul.u.ul  I-ov.o,-,  But  why  set  , 
inail  i  bonus  it  the  goveriuneiil  had  no  power  to 
uake  .Mten.al  improvements?  If  he  wished  inter- i 
111  improvements,  but  conscientiously  believed  ; 
hoin  unconstitutional,  why  did  he  not  introduce  a 
resolution  proposin;^  to  amend  the  constitution. 
Vet  h^  ollered  no  such  thin;.  When  he  produced  1 
lis  ■jpliMidid  report  Irom  the  war  department,  what  , 
Jid  he  mean?  Why  did  he  tantalize  us  with  that 
bri.'ht  and  goi-'eous  picture  oC  canals  and  roads 
and  piers  and  harbors,  if  it  was  unconstitutional 
for  us  to  touch  the  plan  with  one  of  our  hnjers? 
The  senator  says  in  reply,  that  this  report  did  not 
broach  the  constitutional  question.  True.  lint 
why?  Is  there  any  other  conclusion  than  that  he 
did'  not  entertain  himself  any  doubt  about  it? 
Wlul  a  most  extraonlinarv  thins;  would  it  be, 
sho:ild  the  head  of  a  department,  in  his  olficial  ca- 
■pacilv  present  a  report  to  both  houses  of  Cou'^ress, 
.propo.iug  a  most  elaborate  pla.i  for  the  internal 
im|)roveinent  of  the  whole  union,  accompanied  by 
estimates  and  statistical  tables,  when  he  believed  i 
ithere  was  no  power  in  either  house   to   adopt  any 

**  In   conclusion,   I  repeat  the   assurance   to  my  i 
fricind  who  sits  nearme,  that  I  had  not  the  most  re-  , 
mote  intention  of  casting   the   smallest   rellection 
on  his  state,  nor  did  I,  in  mv  own  opinion,  say  any  j 
thin  '  which  could  lairly  be  interpreted. 

yfr  Oi/Ao(/i  aMui  rose.  Hoarse  as  he  was,  he 
wo  ill  make  a  hrld'  reply.  The  Senator  asks  why 
I  made  that  report  to  Congress?  I  was  under  an 
,  imperative  call  Irom  comjress,  and  could  not  avoid 
ina:;in,'it;  audi  b-lieve  th.it  duty  was  imposed 
up-ii  me  by  the  S.-nator  from  Kentucky. 
[Mr.  Clavsaid.     No] 

Mr  CalhiuM  :  Ho-vever  that  mnv  be.  the  report 
was  made  during  the  s.^ssion  of  lSl-i-'19,  under  a 
callof  the  house;  and  it  did  not  involve  the  con- 
stilulional  question.  .    ,  ,,    . 

\.s  to  the  tariiiof  1516,  I  never  denied  that  con-  ^ 
err-^  have  the  power  to  impose  a  protective  tarili 
f,.r  the  purpose  of  revenue;  and  beyond  that  the 
taiiifor  1-116  did  not  go  one  inch.  The  question 
of  the  constitutionalitv  of  the  protective  tanlt  was 
never  raised  till  so:ne  time  afterwards. 

\s  to  what  the  senator  says  of  executive  power, 
I  as  much  as  he,  am  opposed  to  its  augmentation,  j 
a. lit  I  will  go  as  far  in  preventing  it  as  any  man  in 
tiir-  house.  1  maintain  that  the  executive  and  ju- 
(li-ial  authorities  should  have  no  discretionary 
•  and  as  soon  as  they  bei^in  to  ex-rcise  such 
■,  the  matter  should  be  taken  up  by  congress. 
T.iPie  opinions  are  well  grounded  in  my  mind,  and 
I  will  '0  a=  fnr  as  any  in  bringing  the  executive  to 
tlii^  point.  But,  I  believe,  the  executive  is  now 
cutsti-ipped  bv  the  congressional  power.  He  is  lor 
resti-icti'n"  the  one.     I  war  upon  both. 

The  senator  says  I  assigned  as  a  reason  of  my 
c  .iirse  at  the  extra  session  that  I  suspected  that  he 
ai)  I  the  gentlemen  with   whom  he  acted  would  re-  | 
vi  ■?  thelariX     I  spoke  not  of  the   lariii,  but  a  na-  1 
tnial  bank.      I  believe  that  banks  naturally  and  I 
a5.iuredly  ally  themselves  to  taxes  on  the  commu- 
mtv    The  bi''h?r  the  taxes  the  greater  their  prolits ; 
aiui  so  it  is  with  regard  to  a  surplus  and  the  goyern- 
m.'ut  disbursements.     If  the  banking   povv-r  is  on 
the  si.le    of  a  national  bank,    1  see  in   that    what 
m:iy  lead  to   all   the   consequences   which  I  }^^\^ 
dos'-ribed  ;  and  i  oppose  institutions  that  are  likely 
toVead  to  such  results.     When  the  bank  should  re- 
ceive the  money  of  the    ;overninent.  It   would  ally 
i-s  -If  to  taxation,  and  it  ou-ht  to  be  resisted  on  that 
i^ro  ind      I  am  very  ^hd  that  tlie  que.Mion  is  now 
Fiirlv  met.     The  late  of  the  counlry    depends  on  | 
the  point  of  separation  ;  if  there   be  a   separation; 
b.  tween  the  government  and  banks,  the  banks  wil 
1,>  on  the  republic.in  side  in  opposition  to  taxes;  il 
tii.y  unite,  they  A-iU  bo  in  favor  of  the   exercise  of 
the  taxing  power. 

The  senator  says  I  acquiesced  in  the  i:se  ol  t,ie 
banks  because  the  b.inks  existe.l.  I  did  so  because 
the  connexion  existed.  The  banks  were  already 
nse.l  as  depositories  of  the  eovernment,  and  it  w  as 
impossible  at  once  to  reverse  th.it  state  of  thinL'S.— 
I  wnnt  on  the  ground  that  the  banks  W'ere  a  neces- 
sary evil  The  state  banks  exist;  and  would  not 
he  be  a  madman  that  would  annihilate  them  be- 
cause their  respective  bills  are  uncurrent  in  distant 
parts'of  the  coi'intry  ?  The  work  of  creating  hem 
13  done,  and  cannot  bo  reversed;  when  once  done, 
it  is  done  forever.  , 

We  have  a  law  in  South  Carolina  which  makes 
it  penal  for  magistrates  to  marry,  and  the  P<-"ally  is 
a  fine  of  £100.  I  was  engajed  m  a  case  ot  inis 
sort  in  court;  and  although  the  marnige  was  ille- 
gal, it  was  not  reversed.  And  yet  the  -«f  nator  oon- 
fidi'rsto  be  necessarily  absurd  what  I  hold  to  be 
incontrovertible,  that  time  must  be  taken  even  t" 
reverse  an  unconstitutional  act,  (practice;)  and  it 
mav  not  only  be  unconslitnlional,  but  wise  to  do 


so.  SupjiOM'  the  larii!',  in  ils  obj.'Clioiiable  I.  aliHe>. 
unconstitutional  as  1  deem  them,  had  been  arrested 
at  an  individual  blow  ;  millions  on  millions  ol  pro- 
perty wouUl  have  been  sacrificed.  And  look  at  all 
the  banks;  if  they  were  stopped  at  once,  as  the 
senator  would  require,  if  they  are  unconstitutional, 
what  would  not  be  the  consequences  ?  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  not  further  occupy  the  lime  ol  the  sen- 
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aie. 

Mr.  Clay.  I  agree  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  senate  ;  but  when  1  was  up  I 
omitted  to  close  the  Edgefield  letter. 

Mr.  Calhoun  (still  standing,)  desired  to  notice 
one  pidiit  (arther.  He  was  formerly  decided  in  la- 
vor  of  separating  the  banks  and  the  government, 
but  it  was  impossible  then  to  make  it,  and  it  would 
have  been  followed  by  nothing  but  disaster.  The 
senator  s.ays  the  separation  already  exists;  but  it 
■is  only  contingent;  whenever  the  banks  resume, 
the  connexion  will  be  legally  restored.  In  is:,  11 
1  objected  to  the  sub-treasury  project,  and  I  thought 
it  not  as  safe  as  the  system  now  belore  us.  But  it 
turns  out  that  it  was  more  safe,  as  appears  from 
the  argument  of  the  senator  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
I  Bayard  )  1  was  then  under  the  impression  that 
1  the  banks  were  more  safe,  but  it  proves  otherwise. 
Mr.  C/ni/ said,  if  the  senator  would  review  his 
i  speech  again,  he  would  see  there  a  plain  and  expli- 
j  cit  deiiiinciation  of  a  sub-treasury  system. 

The  distinguished  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(I  had  almost  said  my  friend  from  Smith  Ciinlina, 
'  so  lately  and  so  abruptly  has  he  bursteo  all  amica- 
ble relations  between  us,  independent  of  his  habit 
of  chan-e,  1  think,  when  he  finds  into  what  lederal 
doctrines  and  federal  cninpany  he  has  gotten,  hi 
will  be  disposed  soon  to  feel  regret  and  to  retuii 
to  us,)  has  not,  I  am  persuaded,  wei^'hed  sulli 
ciently  the  import  of  the  unkind  imputations  con- 
tained in  his  Edgefield  letter  towards  his  lonner 
a)lie?_imputations  that  their  principles  are  dan- 
gerous to  our  institutions,  and  ol  their  want  ol 
firmness  and  patriotism.  I  have  read  that  siuiular 
letter  ao-aiii  and  a^'ain,  with  inexpressible  surprise 
land  regl-et,  more,  however,  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
I  say  so,  on  his  own  than  on  our  account. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,    Mr.  President,   that  the 
sudden  destruction  ot  any  unconstitutional  .system 
or  measure,  which  has  been  long  in  operation,  may 
■lead  to  serious  if  not    ruinous   consequences.     But 
that  cannot  alter  at   all   the   question  of  con,stitu- 
tional  power.     If  practical    inconvenience  can  au- 
thorize yon  to  prolong  an  uneonstitutional  system, 
it  may  justify  its  creation  ;  and   then  all   constitu- 
tional authority  will  be    ineiired   in    considerations 
of  expediency.     Willi  resiiect  to  the  senator  s  ob- 
servation that  banks  are   the    natural  allies  to  the 
protective  policy,  and  to  lavish  expenditures.  1  be- 
i  leave  to   oppose   Ad   to   the   theory,     fhe  hanks 
ar»  ■Generally  owned  or   controlled  by  the  mercan- 
tile class,  and  that  class  was  always  opposed  to  the 
protective  policy.     We  found  it  our  most  lormida- 
ble  opionent.    'The    merchants   were    in   lavor  o 
the  forei;n  trade,  and  weie  uiiv\ill.ng  to  see  any  ol 
its  sources  dried  up.     Break  do\.n   our   mannlac- 
tures,   and    our    iini.ortalions    would  incre,ase   anr 
must  continue  to  increase  .so  long  as  we  could  hnd 
means  to  pay  for  them.    There  are  some  merchants 
who.  like  the  senator  from    North    tarohna     (Mr. 
Stran»-e,)  and  my  lord  Chatham,  I  b.-lieye  it  was. 
wished    that   not   a   hob-nail   should    bo   made  in 
America.     The  merchants,  too,  were  generally  op- 
posed to  the  late  war,  and.  undoubtedly,  seasons  ol 
peace  are  most  favorable  to  commercial  enleiprize, 
as  they  are  to  the  happiness  and  prospeiity  ol  com- 
munities. .  ,    .  ,     , 

Mr  President,  I  am  done  ;  end  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  adjustment  of  the  account  between  the 
senator  and  mvself,  just  made,  may  beassatislac 
tory  to  him  as  I  assure  him  and  the  senate  it  is  per- 
fectly so  to  me.  . 
I  Mr.  Calhoun.  I  have  more  to  say.  hut  vyill 
I  forbear,  as  the  senator  appears  desirous  ol  having 
the  last  word. 

Mr.  Clay.     Not  at  all. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION — SE\.\TE. 

May  1".  Mr.  H'rislit  presented  a  memorial  fron 
a  large  number  of  m'ercliants  of  the  city  of  Nev\ 
Yorir.  prayin;  such  an  alteration  of  the  reveniR 
laws  as  to  allow  a  drawback  on  loremn  coM  ex- 
lorted  for  consumption  in  steam-vessels.     Reler- 

I '    The  following  resolution,  offered  hy  Mr.  .lllcn  on 
Tuesday  last,  was  taken  up:  t>-  ,  •  . 

/JcWred,  That  the  committee  for  the  District 
'of  Columbia  procure  and  report  to  the  senate  state- 
I  ments  of  the  condition  of  the  several  b^mk  m  the 
District  of  Columbia  that  have  applied  lor  an  ex- 


l.iisii,n  01  their  charters,  in  repaid  to  the  following 
patticiilais: 

1.  The  name  of  the  ofTicers  and  directors  of  the 
banks,  the  amount  of  stock  owned  by  each,  and 
the  di'bts  due  from  each  to  the  banks  res))ectively, 
discriininatins  between  the  executive,  legislative, 
and  judicial  olRceis  of  the  government  .among  them 
and  also  between  residents  and  non-residents. 

2.  The  stocholders  of  the  banks  respectively, 
the  amount  ol  slock  owned  by  each,  and  of  the  debt 
due  liom  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

;!.  The  debtors  to  the  banks  lespeclively,  and 
the  amount  due  from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 
4.  The  number  of  suits  that  the  banks  respectivc- 
I  ly  ha^  instituted  against  their  d.blors  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  amount  duo 
from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

Mr.  lioime,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  delay  of 
the  bill  wnich  the  passage  of  this  resolution  would 
require,  and  also  to  prevent  what  he  deemed  a  call 
lor  improper  inlorination,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

This  motion  not  being  debatrable,  and  Mr.  .'lllen 
having  failed  in  a  request  that  the  motion  should  bo 
withdrawn  to  allow  him  to  make  a  lew  remarks,  he 
called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived — 
Ayes  17.  noes  18. 

'Mr-.-Jllen  then  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  en- 
ter into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  ol  the  question 
at  that  tiin'e,  but  merely  to  respond  to  an  observa- 
tion of  the  honorable  c'hairman,  who  had  asserted 
that  much  of  the  information  sought  l>ir  by  the  re- 
solution w.as  already  in  possession   of  the  senate. 
Ifsr.ch  were  the  fact,  he  was  not  aware  of  it.     Mr. 
,\.  thought  il  was  an  anomaly  in  American  legisla- 
tion to  undertake  lo  charter  a  whole  forest  ol  banks 
while  they   were   acting  in  open   violation  of  the 
public  law  of  the  land,  and  to  seek  to  do  it  without 
any  investigation  into  their  present  condition  or 
prior  conduct.     Congress  was  asked  to  set  a  mural 
ej.iHi/i/e,  by  lewarding  the  violators  of  the  law,  lor 
such  in  fact  would  be  the  coii.seqnence  of  a  renew- 
al of  these  charters  for  twenty  years  on  the  terms 
set  forth  in  the  bill.     When  'Congress  propos.'d  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  these   institutions  on 
prior  occasions,  we  were  told  that  was  a  mailer  en- 
tirely immaterial;  -that  the  people  of  this  District 
dem'anded  their  recharter."     If  this  were  so,  wdiere 
were  the  petitions  to  Ihut  etfecl?  It  had  been  stated 
that  these  banks  were  indispensable  to  the  business 
concerns  of  this  District,  to  the  wants  ol  the  people; 
and  when  a  resolution  was  ollered   inquiiiu!;  into 
the  facts,  it  was  sought  to  be  strangled  in  its  birth. 
Mr.  A  wished  to  see  whetherthese  bardcs  were  lor 
the  benefit  of  the  Distiict  of  Columbia,  or  for  the 
people  of  other  states  and  territoiies.     He  had  been 
told  the  people  here  were  the  smallest  participants. 
It  was  said  there  was  more  poverty  and  want  in 
these  ten   miles  square  than    in   any   part  of  this 
country.     If  so,  how  liappened  it  to  be  where  there 
are  the  greatest  number  of  these  banks?     It  had 
been  said  that  we  propose  an  inquiry  into  the  /iri- 
vuL-  alliiirs  of  the  banks?     These  institutions  were 
eiianations  from  public   law,  and  the  piople   had  a 
right  to  know  all  that  related  to  them.     W  h.  n  they 
were  asking  for  their  charters,  they  were  public  in- 
stitutions; but  when   once  granted,  they  could  the 
i  very  next  day  take  shelter  under  the  sanctity  of 
'  priCate  concerns.     He  denied  the  right  of  public  in- 
stitutions to  have  any   private  transactions  which 
ini.'ht  not  bebrou-hllo  light.    Mr.  A.  was  ii:norant 
that  the  information  he  sought  could  etlect  I'nbhc 
men;  but  if  it  did,  he  could  not  help  that.     He  did 
not  know  a  public  man  that  owed  the  first  dollar  to 
any  bank  in  the  country.     His  object  was  to  guard 
the  whole  community,  by  throwing  round  these  in- 
slitnlions  proper  guards  and  proper  restraints;  and 
he,  for  one,  was  desirous,  of  separating  the  govern- 
ment m  tola  from  all  banks  and  banking  connexion; 
and  he  was  prompted  to  this  by  the   most  solenm 
considerations  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  ol  the 

country.  ....  i       ,i 

Mr.  \.  then  went  into  the  sub|ectal  some  lenelh.  . 
to  show  that  on  another  occasion  a  resolution  had 
passed  the  senate  making  inquiry  into  the  com.uct 
of  a  public  man  in  connexion  with  banks,  (a  late 
secretary  of  Ihe  treasury.)  which  had  bren  [lassed 
wilhout'di.-.entinL'avoice.  Mr.  A.  alluded  to  Mr 
Taiiey.  and  the  triumphant  manner  in  which  tliat 
pure  'but  persecuted,  statesman  had  vindicated  hi9 
public  and  private  conduct  fioin  all  aspersion. 

Mr.  A.  read  from  the  minutes  of  the  bank  ol  the 
Metroiiolis  a  resolution  which  had  passed  the  boaid, 
at  which  a  judgre  of  the  supreme  court  was  a  diiec- 
tor.  declar'inu'  all  tr.insactions  of  the  board  confi- 
dential on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  ofiiceii.  of 
the  bank.  Here,  tlien,  was  a  bank  with  a  hiir.l 
public  functionary  in  itsdirection,  passinsa  bylaw 
to  secrete  their  transactions  from  the  public  eye; 
1  and  was  this  to  be  tolerated,  the  people  to  remain 
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in  ignorance,  and  at  last,  in  all  probability  made 
to  suHer  losses  IVom  the  very  acts  ol'tlieinslitution? 
Mr.  A.  cited  also  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington  on  a  certain  occasion  when  a  draft  had 
been  presented  for  20,(100  dollars,  dnring  the  prior 
panic,  and  commented,  with  much  severity,  on  the 
business.  He  concluded  by  expre.'ising  a  hope  that 
lb,ere  would  be  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  and  maintained  there  wassntiicient  justi- 
fication to  be  found  in  the  very  document  he  had 
quoted,  which  had  been  signed  by  the  president  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  that  for  the  last  ten  years  no  sub- 
ject in  this  country,  so  far  as  his  knov^  ledge  extemi- 
ed,  had  been  so  completely  exhausted  in  the  way 
of  argument,  and  want  of  argument,  by  politicians, 
by  editors,  by  smatterers,  and  by  party  hacks,  as 
the  everlasting  topic  of  banks  and  thidr  abuses. 
The  senate,  l' think,  (said  Mr.  S.)  will  bear  me 
witness,  that  for  that  length  of  time,  at  least,  the 
public  have  been  permitted  to  think  of  but  little  of 
any  thing  else.  Sir,  it  has  been  a  banl,:  fight  all 
the  time.  Having  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  and 
hung  by  the  neck," as  a  felon,  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  having  no  other  Ceesar  to  encounter, 
we  are  now  to  be  led,  it  seems,  into  a  crusade 
against  the  local  banks  of  this  District.  Yes,  sir, 
upon  the  question  of  rechartering  a  half  a  dozen 
banks  in  this  District,  with  a  capital  of  about  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars,  it  seems  that  we  are  to 
have  a  full  discussion  upon  the  policy  of  banking; 
that  we  are  to  be  erdertained  with  violent  ha- 
rangues about  baidv  gods  and  bank  monsters, and  bri- 
bery and  corruption  in  the  members  of  congress. 
Tiiese  are  the  *'raw-heads-and-bloody  bones,"  the 
windmills  that  we  have  to  encounter;  and  for  what 
purpose?  We  are  to  reject  the  applications  for 
charters,  it  is  said,  or  encumber  them  with  such 
onerous  ccHiditions  that  the  stockholders  will  not 
accept  of  thein,in  order,  as  vve  have  been  told,  that 
we  may  give  the  stales  a  saUitarij  lesson  upon  the 
subject  of  banking.  It  is  desirable,  it  is  said,  to 
make  these  charters  a  model,  an  example  for  the 
states  to  follow.  Jl.  model!  an  example  for  Ihc 
stales  tofolloiu!  Sir,  have  any  of  the  states  solicit- 
ed our  opinions  upon  this  subject?  Have  any  of 
them  asksd  us  for  models  or  for  examples  for  them  to 
follow?  Have  they  asked  us  to  think  for  themr  to 
revise,  criticis-,  and  condemn  their  legislation? 
Ko,  sir;  they  have  asked  no  such  things  at  our 
hands.  They  want  none  of  ouradvicp;  formany  of 
them  think  that  we  have  alreaily  vsurped m^\-\y  pre- 
rogatives rightfully  belonging  to  them:  and,  in  my 
opinion,  they  are  not  disposed  to  submit  quietly  to 
any  furttier  encroachinents  upon  their  sovereignty 
by  us.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  states  may 
be  so  confiding,  so  tame,  and  submissive,  as  to  follow 
implicitly  the  advice  and  orders  piomulgated  by 
thei"  senators  from  this  chamber.  But  I  think 
that  I  can  answer  for  one  little  gallant  state,  who 
carries  the  gatne-coclc,  among  other  devices,  upon 
her  coat  of  arms,  that  she  will  never  submit  to  any 
such  arrogance  or  ursurpation;  she  will  never  so  far 
degrade  herself  as  to  permit  her  senators,  with  Im- 
punity, to  criticise,  revise,  or  condemn  her  legisla- 
tion. She  wants  no  advice,  or  models  or  examples 
from  her  servants.  Slie  herself  will  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  her  own  legislative  action.  Admit 
that  the  states  have  acted  indiscreetly,  does  it  be- 
come us,  who  are  their  creatures,  to  taunt  them  for 
their  misfortunes,  or  cliide  them  for  their  want  of 
wisdom?  No,  sir;  I,  for  one,  am  for  shaping  my 
ligislation  here  to  correspond  to  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  my  state,  so  far  as  I  understand  them.  I 
am  not  fbrscalping  and  tomahawking  the  local  bank- 
ing inslilutions.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  for  Ibsleriiig 
ami  protectingthem  as  far  as  a  generous,  liberal  po- 
licy may  dictate.  I  do  this  that  the  states  may  ful- 
ly uiiderstand  that  we  are  not  only  not  hostile,  but 
are  friendly,  to  their  banking  institutions.  I  dn 
tills,  sir,  to  heal  the  breaches  that  have  been  made 
in  our  party  ranks;  to  regain  our  lost  ciuifidence  in 
the  public  estimation;  and,  more  than  all,  as  I  be- 
lieve the  true  policy  and  interest  of  the  country  de- 
pend U])on  it,  I  do  this  to  preserve  the  ascendancy 
of  tile  democracy  of  the  country.  I  believe,  sir, 
ttiat  the  false  impression  in  the  public  mind,  that 
we  are  hostile  to  the  local  banks,  has  been  mainly 
the  cause  of  our  late  political  disasters.  We  have  been 
beaten  in  nearly  every  quarter.  Whole  states  have 
left  us.  And,  if  this  false  impression  is  still  enter- 
tained, I  consider  that  we  have  witnessed,  not  the 
end  but  the  beginning  of  our  defeats.  These  are 
my  impressions;  good  of  course,  only  for  what  they 
are  worth.  To  see  our  party  once  more  united,  to 
see  them  again  victorious,  t  am  prepared  to  make 
any  sacrifice  short  of  principle,  of  duty,  and  of 
honor. 

The  senator  from  Ohio  has  introduced  his  siring 
of  resolutions,  which  I  am  now  considering,  with 
the  double  view  of  destroying  the  banks,  and  of 


proving  that  the  friends  of  these  institutions  have 
been  bribed  into  their  support  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
bribed! — bribed  into  their  support  of  them.  He 
wishes  to  conceal  from  tlie  people  his  unconquerable 
hostility  to  these  hanks,  and  his  efibrts  lor  their  de- 
struction, by  artfully  raising  a  hue  and  cry  against 
members  of  congress  and  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man 
can  vote  for  a  bank  charter  without  a  bribe.  He 
seems  to  think  that  patriotism,  that  disinterested  ac- 
tion, upon  such  a  suliject,  is  a  mere  gull-trap,  a  pop- 
ular catch,  a  ghost  story,  that  may  serve  the  valuable 
purpose  of  amusing  old  women  and  quieting  little 
children.  For  myself,  sir,  I  have  no  conlidence  in 
such  unjust,  ungenerous,  and  foul  suspicions.  I  en- 
tertain a  more  exalted  opinion  of  my  associates  in 
this  body;  and,  if  1  wished  to  be  personal,  which  I 
do  not,  I  should  remind  the  honorable  senator  of  the 
old  adage,  that  those  who  charge  others  wdth  a  want 
of  virtue  are  almost  invariably"  destitute  of  that  com- 
modity themselves.  Sir,  members  of  congress 
bribed!  1  detest  such  unfounded,  stale,  and  hypo- 
critical insinuations;  which  every  honorable  man 
has,  but  to  hear  to  disbelieve  and  condemn.  If  the 
senator  knows  of  any  senator  who  has  received  a 
bribe,  let  him  rise  in  his  place  and  point  his  finger  at 
the  man,  and  not,  by  a  sweeping,  general  insinua- 
tion, cast  censure  upon  the  whole  body  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  Let  us  have  no  general  warrants  oi 
inuefuiite  charges.  Suppose  it 'should  turn  out  that 
a  member  of  Congress  had  borrowed  or  owes  a  bank, 
does  it  follow  that  to  be  in  debt  to  such  an  institu- 
tion is  a  crime?  Is  it  a  crying  sin  to  be  in  debl?  If 
it  is  an  evidence  of  corruption,  there  are  a  great 
many  corrupt  sinueis  in  our  country.  Whole  states, 
even  general  governments,  upon  this  principle,  are 
corrupt  and  bribed  communities;  and  Ohio  among 
them.  If  the  senator  is  for  denouncing  those  who 
may  happen  to  be  in  debt,  let  him  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns,  and  denounce  his  own  state;  for  Ohio  is  a 
debtor.  I  met  her  agents,  a  few  w  eeks  ago,  in  Wall 
street.  New  York,  where  I  had  gone  on  the  same 
business  for  my  owui  state,  negotiating  a  loan  for 
some  millions,  and  with  whom,  Mr.  President,  do 
you  suppose  Ihey  negotiated  tlieir  loan?  They  sold 
their  state  bonds  to  Prime,  Ward  and  King,  the 
money  caterers  fbi  the  Bank  of  England.  Yes,  sir, 
wi'h  the  lords  and  ladies  of  Great  Britain;  the  same 
from  whom  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  obtains  his  loans  to 
feed  and  fatten  his  monster.  Is  there  any  thing  cor- 
inpt  in  this, — in  borrowing  money  of  a  foreign 
bank?  Or  will  the  senator  attempt  to  justify  it,  upon 
the  giiiund  that  it  is  roguerv  and  murder  fiir  an  in- 
dividual to  steal  from  or  kill  another,  but  it  is  fa- 
mous, brave,  and  heroic,  if  a  nation  or  state  murders 
thousands  and  robs  a  kingdom?  It  must  be  justified 
upon  tliis  principle,  if  upon  any.  Sir,  I  consider  it 
no  crime  for  either  a  slate,  a  government,  or  citizen, 
who  form?  a  part  of  a  st.afe  or  government,  to  bor- 
row money  of  banks,  or  from""  any  other  qnaiter. 
Banks,  like  merchants,  have  their  customers,  and 
tluy  will  deal  with  them  as  long  as  it  is  their  in- 
terest !o  do  so,  and  no  longer. 

Sir,  many  gentlemen  oppose  banks  on  constitu- 
tional grounds.  Those  who  hold  these  opinions  I 
respect,  ami,  confiined  to  a  certain  description  of 
banks,  I  am  with  them  in  opinion.  Their  ojiposi- 
tion  is  of  a  high  and  manly  character,  and  elicits 
respect  from  every  quarter.  Others,  not  entertain- 
ing constitutional  scruples,  oppose  banks  because 
they  are  so  wealthy  that  they  require  no  aid  from 
thein.  They  are  disposed  "to  turn  shavers  or  bro- 
kers themselves,  and  monopolize  the  trade  in  money 
at  vsurioiis  interest.  The  banks  are  in  their  way, 
and  hence  their  opposition.  And  lo  those  may  be 
added  another  class,  who  are  opposed  to  banks. 
These  are  I  hose  who  have  neither  property,  indus- 
try, nor  character,  and,  on  these  accounts,  are  unable 
to  efftict  a  loan  of  a  bank;  and  hence  they  are  found 
cursing  banks,  morning,  noon  and  night.  And  if 
vve  will  look  over  the  country,  we  shall  find  that  this 
latter  cl,i,ss  frequently  make  up  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  anti-bank  forces.  There  are  others,  I 
know,  belonging  to  neither  of  these  classes,  who 
are  against  banks  upon  principle;  Ihey  believe  bank- 
ing to  be  wrong;  and  yet  we  often  find  that  if  so  hap- 
pens that  some  of  thein  find  it  convenient  sometimes 
to  borrow  small  sums,  lor  short  periods,  from  banks. 
Aie  llipv  corrupt? 

Mr.  President,  when  I  came  to  my  seat  in  the  sen- 
ate this  morning,  I  had  no  idea  of  making  a  speech. 
I  voted  lo  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  fable,  and  shall 
vote  against  it  on  its  passage.  I  have  troubled  the 
senate  longer  than  I  had  expected.  But  wdien  I 
heard  the  ivsolution  read,  and  heard  the  senator's 
speech,  1  thou-ht  it  my  duty  to  rise  in  my  place  and 
enter  mv  piotest  against  the  inquisition  if  proposes. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  in  reply  also  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Allen,  repelled  ihe  iilea  that  it  was  criminal 
for  a  member  of  congress  to  owe  a  bank,  or  that  it 
disqualified  him  in  any  way  from  voting  in  relation 


to  banks.  Borrowing  money  from  a  bank  was  a  la-  !  ' 
vor  done  to  the  bank  itself,  and  was  so  regarded.  He  I  1 
also  urged  Mr.  Allen  to  be  specified  in  his  charges  I  ' 
of  corruption,  if  he  actually  knew  any  thing  of  such  L 
corruption.  || 

Mr.  Roane  also  urged  the  specific  exposure  of  il 
corruption  or  bribery,  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  il 
charge.  He  also  argued  that  the  fact  of  having!  I 
borrowed  money  of  a  bank  could  not  properly,  be  i  | 
regarded  as  a  disqualification  to  vote  in  relation  to 
such  bank. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  an  allusion  of 
Mr.  Allen  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry  formerly  oflered 
by  Mr.  C,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Taney  being  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Union  Bank  of  Baltimore,  said  that 
the  object  of  that  resolution  was  entirely  dilierent 
from  that  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  A.  The  fact  of 
being  a  stockholder  was  not  regarded  at  all  as  a  mat- 
terof  secrecy;  but,  by  common  consent,  a  \eil  had 
ever  been  thrown  over  the  relations  of  debtors  to 
banks;  which  veil,  Mr.  C.  argued,  it  would  be  en- 
tirely improper  to  break  through  in  the  manner  pro- 
|)Osed  by  this  resolution;  though  Mr.  C.  thought,  and  ' 
he  argued  accordingly,  that  it  would  be  much  better  ' 
if  banks  should  be  chartered  under  the  condition 
that  Ihey  should  make  known  the  state  of  the  private 
aflairs  of  all  their  debtors;  and  the  chief  reason  for 
this  was,  that,  according  to  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  banks  got  all  the  property  of  their  bank- 
rupt debtors,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  creditors. 
Mr.  C.  would  vote  against  the  resolution,  not  be- 
cause he  had  any  apprehension  of  the  exposure  of 
his  own  private  alJaiis,  or  those  of  any  of  his  friends, 
but  because  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  a  custom 
which  lime  had  established. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  motion  prevailed  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Cl.ay, 
of  Ky  .  Clayton,  Crittenden,   Cuthbeit,  Davis,  Ful-  I 
ton,    Grundy,   Hubbard,    King,    Knight,    Merrick,   | 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,   Roane,  j 
Rohbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Inda.,   Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,   Trotter,  Web- 
ster, Young — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,    • 
Lumpkin,    McKean,    Niles,    Robinson,    Smith,  of 
Conn.,  Wriglit— 10.  i 

The  bill  authorizing  the  re-issue  of  the  $10,000,-  \ 
000  of  treasury  notes  was  received  Irom  tlie  house,  . 
read  twice,  and  refeircd  to  the  committee  on  fi- '  j 
nance.  | 

Mr.  Wright  subsequently  reported  this  bill  from  i 
the  committee  without  amendment,  and  gave  notice  | 
thatdie  should  ask  for  its  consideration  to-morrow  1 
morning,  immediately  ,ifter  the  reading  of  the   jour- 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banlis  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  took  this  opportunity  to  correct  an 
error  info  which  he  had  been  led,  in  making,  in  the 
course  of  tl.e  debate  on  this  bill,  certain  charges 
against  Mr.  Semines,  of  Georgetown,  and  also 
against  another  individual  in  Georgetown,  who  had 
purchased  .5;  15,000  worth  of  stock  fiom  a  widow,  in 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  which  charges 
Mr.  B.  w  as  understood  fully  and  totally  to  retract. 

Mr.  Davis  also,  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent 
debate,  explained  a  former  remaikof  his  which  had 
been  misconstrni'd  as  derogatory  to  the  Bank  of 
Washington,  [misconstrued,  as  the  reporter  freely 
testifies,]  and  proceeded  to  state  again,  as  he  had 
done  before,  that,  by  resuming  specie  payments  at 
the  lime  they  did,  that  or  any  other  bank  must  have 
rendered  it  impossible  lo  keep  many  of  their  bills  in 
circulation.  J\!r  D.  also  stated  a  variety  of  facts 
within  his  knowledge,  wdiirii  he  deemed  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  Bank  of  Washington. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  requiring  the  banks  lo  retain  an 
amount  of  specie  equal  10  onc-/o!;rW  of  the  amount 
of  their  pnvate  dcposites,  excluding  special  dcpo^tes, 
as  well  as  of  their  circulation,  the  aniendiuent  was 
ailvncated  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  opposed  bv  Messrs. 
Cuthbert,  Preston,  Criltcndrn,  Davis,  and  'Hubbard, 
and  the  amendment  was  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Cl.ay,  ol  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
King,  Lumpkin,  XlcKeau,  Morris,  Mnnton,  Niles, 
Pierc",  Robinson,  Siiiitli,  ol  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Wright— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Rob- 
bins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton.  Trotter,  Webster- 21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  proportion  of  the 
specie  to  the  circukation  of  the  banks  was  increased 
from  one-fourth  to  one-third,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Cuthbert, 
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is    F.,lton,   Grundy,    Hubbani     k..,.,^   Ivn.?!   , 

nkin,    MoK^nn,    Merrick,    Morns,     Mouton, 

il  Lhs  ^lles,Norvell,  Pierce,  Preslon,  Robinson, , 

l,h    of   Connecticut,    Stran-c,    Svvilt,    Trotter,! 

VV^-Messr«.  Clayton,  Cnttenilcn,  Roane,] 
|,bu.-.  Rusoles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spcnce, 
'Jin.vl  -e,  Tipton— 10.  ,  .„  , 

Ir     V,7.',- moved  to  amend  Uie  bill  by   reqmrini; 
,  (he'presidents  and  dircctoi-s  of  the  banks   who 
1  ,ia  nil  in  complying  with  the  requisitions  ol  the 
>  !li,.  amount  of  specie  required   to   be  re- 
iiild    be    made   personally   liable   to  the 
i  ,dl  their  private  properly,  not  only  to  the 
t lie  los.^  arising  tioiu  sncli    lailure,  iis  al- 
lied by  the  bi\T,  but  also  to  the  amount  of 
aliich 'shoiiia  be  incurred  on  any  account 
.     s  II  iui"  up  of  the  allairs  of  the  banks  re- 


M-  iiiieiidment  %va3  advocated  by  iMr.  Ai/cs  and 
■  w  „i  Via  ,  and  opposed  by  Mes.si-s.  Roane,  'laU- 
;/!,v,  i;niml<j,  }\'ebstcr.  &nd  IJnbbiinl;  and  betore 
J  vui''  was  taken  upon  it, 

'he  M  uate  adjourned. 

.lay  IS.  On  motion  of  Mr.  TrM>A/,  the  senate  then 
Ik  up  the  bill  "to  authorize  the  issuin^ol  treasu- 
rnotes  to  meet  the  current  expenses  ol  the  gov- 

)n  this  bill  a  debate  arose,  (to  be  -iven  bereaf- 
l' )  in  which  Messrs.  Chi/,  of  Kentucky,  11  nshi, 
l'()</,r.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Criltende,,.  Brnu-n,  Tall- 
,J.r,.  , lid  /ie'i(oH.  participated.  In  tile  course  of 
I  aril, lie  Mr.  Webster  otiered  a  proviso  to  the  bill 
Idtin'  the  amount  ol  treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
ller  iU  provisions,  to  v?2,l)()II.OCin.  He  was  will- 
i-  to  authorize  an  amount  sutTicient  lor  the  imme- 
c'te  wants  of  the  i;overnment,  but  no  more. 
Mr  Preston  also  sent  to  the  chair  an  aditional 
I'tioii  to  the  bill,  which  he   proposed  to  olfer  at 

,.  ,,,  r  time,  in  the  following  words: 

■'         ,1  furtlier  enacted,  Thatthe  secretary  of  ihe  trca- 
ibv  authorized  and  required  to  make  requisi- 
.  ilic  states  according  to  the  privisions  ot  the 
•;    I  June,  1836,  for  such  sums  as  the  e.\penses  of 
111  mavrLuuirc.  _ 

1,     iWbster  (Mr.  Wright,  in  the  course  ol  the 
u;it  .  h.iving  specified  some  large  and  immediate 
maii'l  on  tlfe  treasury)  modified  his  amendment 
a^  !.'  extend  the  limit  of  treasury  notes,  to  be  is- 
ed  under  the  bill,  to  §4,000,000. 
This  .imendmement  was  lost  as  follows: 
YE  \S— Messrs.   Clav,  of  Kentucky,    Clayton, 
•ill.  n.kn     Davis,    Knight,    McKean,     Merrick, 
i-.'  -  1     Robbins,    Ruggles,     Smith,   of  Indiana, 
„  1,   ,     Swilt,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White— IC. 
X  \N"S— Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,   Cal- 
M      Ciithbert,  Fulton,   Grundy,  Iliibbaid.   King, 
ni,'  I.unpkin,  Morris,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
,,nill  Pierce,  Roane,   Robinson,S'vier,  Smith,  of 
1,1111-  ciiciit.   Strange,   Trotter,  Williams,  Wright, 
oi'iii  '— 2G.' 

wT  Preston  did  not  offer  his   amendment,  bo- 
,1- lie  was  understood,  he  believed  It   would 
/ceptabb  to  a  majority  of  the  senate. 
1       -,ill  was  then   ordered  to  a  third  reading  by 
J,-  iM,,,nving  vote: 

yi--  \s— Messrs.  Allen, jBrown,  Buchanan,  Gal- 
on iCUv  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
1  I'ar.i  'King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton, 
ic\  l.ii'  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roan.e,  Robinson, 
e.  I.  r,  Sinith.Vl  Connecticut,  Striinse,  Trotter,! 
,'i;;!.iiiis,  Wiight,  Young— 27. 
\  \VS— iMessrs.  Clav,  of  Kentucky,  Claylon, 
u'  'iiden,  Davis,  McKean,  Merrick,  Pre.slon, 
;,,.  ,,;.s.  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster, 
V   1—13.  ,        ,  .   ,  ,. 

1':  •  l.ill  was  then,  by  coni-ent,  read  a   tliird  time 
:.    la-sed;  and 
I   .    -eiiate  adjourned  till  Monday. 
'■    /  21.    The  P'icePrcsiVenf  communicated  from 
h  .     uasii'V  department  the   annual  statements  of 
he  commerce  and  navieatioi,  of  (he  United  States 
i^ith  foreign  countries  for  1837.     Laid  en    he  table, 
ind  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the   usual  number 
:,f  extra  copies,  (unnamed.) 

\ltcr  several  petitions  had  been  presented, 
Mr  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  stated  that  he 
wished  to  present  a  petition  confided  to  his  care, 
signed  bv  a  number  of  persons,  praying  for  the  es- 
tabUslim"ent  of  a  b^nk  ol  the  United  States.  I 
was  similar  to  several  other  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  senate,  or  to  the  house  dur- 
in.'  the  present  session,  praying  for  the  same  object. 
They  aliord  evidence  of  a  deep  and  returning  con- 
viction, among  the  people,  of  the  utility  of  such 
an  institution.  _        ,   ,r      ,-.  n       -.u  ti,„ 

Whilst  I  am  up,  (continued  Mr.  C.)  with  the 
permission  of  the  senate,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
few  observations  upon  this  subject.  There  is  rea- 
.  son  to  believe  th^t  much  honest  misconception  and 
some   misrepres,=ntation   prevail   in   regard    to   it, 


whichluish  to  correct.  It  luid  been  supposed] 
that  those  «ho  are  desirous  of  seeing  a  bank  ol  the  1 
United  States  established  are  anxious  that  a  cliai- 1 
ter  should  be  irranted  to  an  existing  state  institu- 
tion, which  has  an  eminent  individual  at  its  head, 
and  that  this  was  the  sole  object  of  all  their  exer- 
tions. Now  I  wi»h,  lor  one,  to  say,  thai  I  have  no 
such  purpose  in  view.  1  entertain  for  that  gentle- 
man very  lii"h  respect.  I  b.lieve  him  uncommon- 
ly able  profoundly  skilled  in  finance,  and  truly  pa- 
triotic '  There  is  but  one  other  person,  connectnl 
with  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  in 
whose  administration  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States 
I  should  have  cijual  confidence  with  Mr.  Biddle, 
and  that  is  Albert  Gallatin,  who,  I  am  glad  to  learn, 
at  an  advanced  age,  ret.iins.  in  full  vigor,  the  lacul- 
ties  of  his  extr.iordinary  mind.  There  may  be 
other  citizens  equallj  conijietent  with  those  two 
gentlemen,  but  I  do  not  know  them,  or  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  their  particular  qualifications. 

But  it  is  not  for  any  existing  state  bank,  or  any 
particular  individual  at  its  head,  that  I  am  contend- 
ing. I  believe  the  establishment  of  a  bank  ol  the 
United  States  is  required  by  the  common  good  »' i 
the  whole  country;  and  although  I  might  be  will- 1 
ill"  if  it  were  ji'racticable,  to  adopt  an  existing 
bimk  as  the  basis  of  such  an  institution,  under  all  i 
circumstances,  I  think  it  most  expedient  th.vt  a  line 
bank,  with  power  to  establish  branches,  be  created 
atid  chartered  under  the  authority  of  congress.  My 
frienils  (as  far  I  know  their  opinions)  and  I  are  not 
particularly  attached  to  this  or  that  individual,  to 
this  or  thai  existing  hank,  but  to  principles,  to  the 
thin"  itself,  to  the  institution,  to  a  well-organized 
bank  of  the  United  States,  under  the  salutary  ope- 
tion  of  which  the  business  of  the  country  had  so 
"reatly  prospered,  and  we  had  every  reason  to  hope 
would  again  revive  and  prosper.  And,  presuming 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  I  will  now  take 
the  liberty  to  suggest,  for  public  consideration, 
some  of  those  suitable  conditions  and  restrictions 
under  which  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  establish  a  new  bank. 

I.  The  capital  not  to  be  extravagantly  lane.  hut. 
at  the  same  time,  amply  snfTicient  to  enable  it  to 
perlormthe  needful  financial  duties  for  the  govern- 
ment; to  supply  a  general  currency  of  iiiiitorm  va- 
lue throughout'the  union;  and  to  facihtate,  as  nigh 
as  practicable,  the  equalization  of  domestic  ex- 
change. I  suppose  that  about  fifty  millions  would 
answvr  all  those  purposes.  The  stock  miiiht  be 
divided  between  the  general  government  and  the 
states,  according  to  their  federal  population,  and  in- 
dividual subscribers.  The  portion  assigned,  to  the 
latter  to  be  distributed  at  auction  or  by  private  sub- 
scription. ,   .. 

2    The  corporation,  in  the  spirit  of  a  resolution 
recently  adopted   by  the  general   assembly  ol   the 
state   one  ol  whose  senators  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
to  receive  such  an  organization  as  to  blend,  in  Ian- 
proportions,  public  and  private  control,  and  com- 
bining public  and  private  interests.     And,  in  nrrttr 
to  exclude  the  possibility  of  the  exercise  of  all    o- 
rei-'n  inlluence,  non-resident  foreigners  to  be  prohi- 
bited not  only  from  any  share  in  the  administration 
of  the  corporation,  but  from  holding,  directly  or  iti- 
directly,  any  portion  of  its  stock.     Although  1  cio 
not  myself  think  this  latter  restriction  necessary.  1 
v.onhl  make  it,  in  deference  to  honest  prejudices 
sincerely    entertained,    and    which    no    practical 
statesman  ought  entirely  to  disregard.    The  baiil: 
I  would  thus  be,  in  its  origin,  and  continue,  thinugh- 
out  its  whole  existence,  a  genuine  American  insti- 
tution. .,  ,  ,     1         . 
3.   \n  adequate   portion  of  the  capital  to  be  set 
apart  in  produclive  stocks,  and  placed  in  permanent 
security,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  corporation  (witli 
the    exception   of   the   accruing   prohts   on   t.iose 
stocks,)  sufficient  to  pay  promptly,  in  any  cnntui- 
gency.  the  amount  of  all  such   paper,  under  wliat- 
ever  form,  that  the  hank  slr.dl  put  forth  as  a  part  ol 
the  ecneral  circulation.     The  bill  or  note   holders, 
in  other  words,  the  mass  of  the  community,  ovight 
to  be  protected  against  the  possibility  of  the  lailnre  , 
or  the  suspension    of  a  hank.     The   supply  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  a  country  isthat  lacul  y  ol  a 
bank,  the  propriety  of  the  exercise  ol  which  may 
be  most  controverted.     The  dealings  with   a  biiiik. 
of  those  who  obtain  discounts,  or  make  deposi  es. 
are  volnnlarv  and  mutually  advantageous,  and  tliey 
are  comparatively  few  in  number.  But  the  reception 
of  what  is  issued  and  used  as  a  part  ot  the  circiil.il- 
In"  medium  of  the  country  is  .scarcely  a  voluntary 
ac?,  and  thousands  take  it  who  have  no  other  con- 
!  c-rn  whatever  with  the  bank.     The  many  ought  to 
be  "iiarded  and  secured  by  the  care  of  the  lectsla- 
tive  authority;  the  vi-ilance  of  the  few  will  secure 
them  against  loss.     I  think  this  provision  is  a  dt'S 
deratum  in  our  American  banking,  and  the  credit  ol 
first  embodying  it  in  a  legislative  act  is  due  to  the 
I  state  of  New  York. 


4.  Perfect  publicilly  as  to  the  state  of  the  bank 
at  all  times,  including,  bi'Sides  the  usual  heads  of 
information,  the  names  of  every  debtor  to  the  bank, 
whether  as  a  drawer,  endorser,  or  surety,  periodical- 
ly cxhibiteil.  and  open  to  public  inspection;  or,  if 
that  should  be  Ibniid  inconvenient,  the  right  to  be 
secured  to  any  citizen  to  ascertain  at  the  bank  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  responsibility  of  any  ol  its 
customers.  There  is  no  necessity  to  throw  any 
veil  of  secrecy  around  the  ordinary  transactions  ol 
a  bank.  Publicity  will  increase  responsibility,  re- 
press lavorilisni,  insure  the  negotiation  ol  good  pa- 
per, and,  when  individual  insolvency  unlortunately 
occurs,  will  deprive  the  bank  of  undue  advaiuages 
now  enjoyed  by  banks  practically  in  the  distribu- 
tion ofilu'-  ellects  of  the  insolvuit'. 

:>.  A  limit.ition  of  the  dividends  so  as  not  to  au- 
thorize more  than  —  per  cent,  to  be  struck.  This 
I  will  check  undue  expansions  in  th.e  circulating  me- 
dium, and  restrain  improper  extension  of  business 
I  in  the  admiuislralion  of  the  bank. 

G.  .\  piosjiectivc  reduction  in  the  rate  ofinterest 
so  as  to  restrict  the  bank  to  six  per  cent.  sim]dy,  or 
if  practicable,  to  only  five  per  cent.  Banks  now  re- 
ceive at  the  rate  of  liear  (iij-  per  cent,  by  ileinanding 
1  the  interest  in  advance,  and  by  charging  for  an  addi- 
;  tional  day.  The  reduction  may  be  elleclcd  by  for- 
bearing to  exact  any  bonus,  or,  when  the  profits  are 
likely  "to  exceed  the  prescribed  liniit  of  the  di- 
vidends, by  requiring  that  the  rate  of  interest 
I  shall  be  so 'lowered  as  that  they  shall  not  pass  that 
limit.  .  , 

7.  A  restriction  upon  the  premium  demanded 
upon  post  noti'S  and  checks  used  for  r.unittances,  so 
that  the  maximum  should  not  be  more  than,  say, 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  between  any  two,  the  re- 
motest points  in  the  union.  Although  it  may  not  be 
practicable  to  regulate  foreign  exchange,  depend- 
ing as  it  does  upon  commercial  causes  not  within 
the  control  of  any  one  government,  I  think  that  it 
is  otherwise  with  regard  to  domestic  exchange. 

8.  Every  practicable  provision  against  the  exer- 
cise of  improper  inlluence,  on  the  part  of  the  exe- 
cutive upon  the  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  bank  upon 
the  elections  of  the  country.  The  late  Bank  ol  the 
Unileil  Stales  has  been,!  believe,  most  unjustly 
charged  uith  interl'erence  in  the  ]iopular  elections. 
There  is,  among  the  public  documents,  evidence  of 
its  havingscrupulously  abstained  from  such  inter- 
ference. "  It  never  did  more  than  to  exercise  the 
the  natural  right  ofsell'-defence  by  publishing  such 
reports,  speeches,  and  documents  as  tended  to  pUieo 
the  institution  and  its  administration  in  a  fair  point 
of  view  before  the  public.  But  the  people  enter- 
tain a  just  jealousy  against  the  danger  of  any  inter- 
ference of 'a  bank  with  the  elections  of  the  country, 
and  every  precaution  ought  to  be  taken  strictly  to 
guard  against  it. 

This  is  a  brief  outline  of  such  a  new  bank  or  the 
United  States  as  I  think,  if  eslablisheil,  would 
i^reatly  conilnce  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Perhaps,  on  lull  discussion  and  consideration,  some 
of  the  conditions  which  I  have  suggested  might  not 
be  deetned  expedient,  or  might  require  modification, 
and  important  additional  ones  may  be  proposed  by 
others. 

I  will  only  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  consliiu- 
tional  power.     I'think  that  it  ought  no  longi  rio  be 
regarded  as  an  open  question.     There  ought  to  be 
some  bounds  to  human  controversy.     Stability  is  a 
necessary  want  of  society.   Amongthose  who  deny 
the  power,  there  are  many  who  admit  the  benefits 
of  a  bank  ol  the  United  'States.     Four  times,  and 
under  the  sway   of  all  the  political  parties,  have 
consress  deliberately  aflirmed  its  existence.    Every 
department  of  the  goveriimeiit  has  again  and  again 
asserted    it.     Forty  years  of  acquiescence   by  the 
ijeople;  uniformity  everywhere  in  the  value  of  the 
currency;   facility  and   economy  in   domestic  ex- 
chau"e.'and  unexampled  prosperity  in  the  general 
busiiu-ss  of  the  coiinlrv,  with  a  bank  of  the  United 
States;  and,  without  it',  wild  disorder  in  the  curren- 
cy, ruinous  irresularity  in  domestic  exchange,  and 
general  prostration  in  the  commerce  and  business  of 
I  the  nation  would  seem  to  put  the  question  at  re?t,  if 
it  is  to  bo  perpetually  agitated.  The  power  has  been 
su=tainetl  by  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country; 
by  Ma<lison.  the  father  of  the  conslitiilion;  and  by 
Marsh.all.the  father  of  the  judiciary.    If  precedents 
are  not  to  be  blindly  followed,  neither  ought  they 
to  be  wantonly  despised.     They  are  the  evidence 
of  truth,  and  the  force  of  the  evidence  is  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  integrity,  wisdom,  and   patriotism  of 
those  who  establish  them.     I  think  that  on  no  oc- 
casion could  there  be  an  array  of  greater  or  hi;:lK-r 
authority.     For   one.    I  hope  (o   be   pardoned   for 
yieldin"  to  it,  in  preference  to  submitting  my  jmlir- 
mentto'  the  opinion  of  those  who  now  deny  the 
power,  however  respectable  they  may  be.  _ 

But,  Mr.  President,  strong  as  my  convictions  are, 
I  have  no  intention  of  formally  presenting  any  pro- 
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puii.ioii  to  establisr.  a  bjiilc  ol  llie  Uiiit.d  SlalLS. 
Coiuposeil  as  cons;i'ess  and  the  executive  now  are, 
it  would  be  an  iHiiiecessary  waste  of  time  to  olfer 
such  a  proposal.  I  slinuld  rei;ret  to  see  a  bank  es- 
tablished, unless  it  were  clearly  called  for  by  public 
opinion.  I  believe  it  is  now  desired  by  a  irajority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  But  of  that 
there  does  not  exist  perliaps  any  conclusive  evi- 
dence. Let  us  wait  until  demonstrations  of  their 
will  shall  be  clearly  given;  aud  let  us  all  subuiit, 
and,  for  one  I  shall  most  cheerfully,  to  tlu-ir  deci- 
sion, whatever  it  may  be.  JVlr.  C.  moved  that  the 
petition  be  laid  on  the  table. 

A  debate  followed,  to  be  given  hereafter,  in 
which  Mr.  ./lllen,  Mr.  Buchaaan,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Ky.'  participated. 
The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  IVrigU,  from  the  committee  on  tiiiance,  re- 
ported the  bM  referred  to  them  makin;;  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  183S,  and  gave  no- 1 
tice  that  he  should  c£(ll  it  up  to-u)orrow  morning, 
at  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  Tipton. on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  remove 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  for  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  and  VViscon.^^in.  Kead  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  twenty  years. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Niles'  amendment, 
making  the  presidejit  and  directors  of  the  respec- 
tive banks  personally  responsible  for  all  losses  to 
the  communityon  the  winding  upofthe  banks, the 
question  wjs  put,  and  the  amendment  lost  without 
debate,  and  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Benton  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill, 
that  the  resp-ctive  charters  should  be  exteiidi-d  till 
July,  18-t:),  as  they  now  are,  provided  that  the 
banks,  each  for  itself,  should  comply  with  the  lol- 
iowini;  conditions: 

1.  That  they  should  cease  receiving  and  paying 
out  of  all  |)aper  for  currency  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  on  or  belore  the   promulgation  of 


riie    que 
amenilment 


consent,  to  give  to 
them  the  form  of  a  i 


whi 


at|i 


on  now  rpcurring  on  Mr.  Benton's 
.Ir.  Biichimun  moved  to  modify  it  by  re 
quiringthatthe  District  banks  should  resumesooner 
than  the  tstof  January,  1S39,  if  the  principal  banks 
'^'  -l^ ''.',' ''""'■e  and  Richmond  should  sooner  resume. 

lodification.  On  mo-  [  lands  now  occupied  by  them  eastwaid  ot  the  JV  ■  i 
second  clause  ol  Mr.  sissippi,  and  hereby  renounces  and  relinquishes  I 
to  the  notes  of  other  [  the  United  States  all  claims  of  every  descriptioi 
such  lands;  such  removal  to  be  commenced  at 
earliest  convenient  period,  and  to  be  fully  comr 
ted  within  two  years  from  this  date;  to  be  etfec 
by  the  Chcrokees  themselves  and   by  their  ; 


-Mr.  B.-nlon  accepted  tl.- 

tion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,   th 

Benton's   proviso,   relatin; 

banks,  was  stricken  out: 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Benton's  sub- 
slitute  lor  the  bill,  wliich  substitute  was  now  in 
precise  words  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  charters  of  the  Union 
Bank  and  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Patriolic 
Bank  of  Washinston,  and  Bank  of  Washington,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  Farmers'  B'ank  of 
Alexandria,  and  Bank  ot  Potomac,  in  the  tosvn  of 
Ale.xandna.  be,  and  the  same  arc  hereby,  extended  'o 
tne  lonrih  day  of  .fuly,  in  the  year  eigliteen  hundred 
and  firty:  provided,  the  said  banlts,  each  for  itself, 
sliall  conform  to  the  tollowinn-  ennditinns- 

l.t.  Toeen.e,.e.,.ivi.^n,-^,:,M..n„;n|I 
rency  ot  le-~  il.  :.,.  .r,-,-':  '■,  ;!,  ,  ,•,■,'  ,1  •,;■ 
(ore  the  day  ih       ■    ,    ,  :    ,  , 

2J.    Toi^de.  ■,,::,,   <,:.■..■  ,,  ,,..,1  •    ;,     .1.     ,', 

five  dollars  in  gold  or  silver,  from  and  ai 
of  August  in  the  present  year. 
3d.  To  resume  .specie  payments  in  full,  on  or  befor 


))ulalio 

treaty.  ii 

In  the  first  article  you  desire   to   stipulate 
agree  that  "the  said  Ctierokee  nation,  party  In 
ngages  and  stipulates  to  remove   from   all 


pnper  cur- 


.i:ninalion  of 
■  the  fitst  day 


this  act. 

2.  That  they  should  cease  paying  out  the  notes 
of  other  banks  from  and  after  the  1st  of  October 
next. 

3.  That  they  should  redeem  in  specie  all  their 
notes  of  five  dollars  and  under  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  August  next. 

4.  Tiiat  they  shonli!  redeem  all  their  note.s  in  full 
in  specie  from  and  alter  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 

Mr.  IVriglit  opposed  this  amendment,  especially 
the  first  clause  of  the  proviso,  on  the  grounil  that  it 
tacitly  sanctioned  a  practice  which  was  already  un- 
lawful. Mr.  Roane  also  opposed  if,  and  gave  a 
succinct  explan:ition  and  history  of  the  original 
'■■"    -  -pressing  the  hope  that  it  would  be  definitely 


the  first  day  of  .fanuary,  ni  the  year  one  I'houssnd  ei"lit 
(■"p  1  ■  thirtv-nine,  orsoonerif  theprineipal  banks 

"I  Baltimore   and    Richmond  should  sooner  resume 
specie  payments  in  full. 

This  substitutfi^  for  the  bill  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

YE-A.S— Messrs.  Allen,  Bent-m,  Brown.  Buchanan, 

tlay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Grundv.  I!.'!,  id,  Kiiv',  Kni'dit 

Linn,   Lumpkin,   McyCcan,' ".!        .    M  i  .  ,,,i'    Niles' 

Pierce,    Robinson,    Rniiih,   .-i    '    .1      ,      :     6'ran"e' 

V'   u,-  Ji,      " 

f'uiv  ul  Kentucky,  Clay- 

rriek,   Nicholas,   Norve'll, 

i-vier,  Spence,  Tallinadge, 

vas  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and 


Trottr-i 
NA' 

W.ilinms.'vrir 
-■-W  -r-    I:.., 

R'Mll,', 

Tipion 
The 

jill,  in  this  form 

bi 


acteti  on  to-day 

The  amendment  was  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
D'lais,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Benton.  lUr.  Tipton 
spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  placing  the  people  of 
the  District  above  the  embarrassing  uncertainty 
with  which  they  had  heretofore  been  agitated  in  re- 
la;ion  to  their  banks.  He  desired  the  senate  to  de- 
cide promptly  wliether  they  would  do  so  or  not;  an'd, 
with  this  view,  he  should'vote  against  all  aineiid- 
inents  to  this  bill.  Mr.  C7,i,/,  of^.^hbaaii.  spoke 
in  favor  of  tlie  amendment,  and  in  op|)osition  to  a 
recharter  for  twenty  years,  that  congn-ss  might  re- 
vise the  present  sys'tem,  or  make  a  beltei\  Mr. 
Norvell  ofl'.'red  as  a  proviso  to  the  amendment,  that 
the  respective  banks  should  redeem  all  their  notes 
in  gold  and  silver  from  and  after  the  day  when  this 
act^should  take  effect— (from  the  4th  of  July  next.) 
This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  ,'uhj  and 
Buckanan,  and  then  withdrawn. 

Mr   Hiibhard  moved  to  strike  out  the  four  clauses 
in  the  proviso  of  Mr.  Benton's  amendment,  and  in- 1 
serf  a  provision  that  the  present  charters  should  bo    c 
extended  during  the  pleasure  of  congress,  being  in  '  I, 
the  mean  tine  subject  to  any  modifications  congress  ' 
might  think  proper  to  make,  and  subject  also  to  a 
repeal,  at  the  discretion  of  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  King  opposed  this  amend- 
ment as  amounting  in  effect  to  a  perpetual  charter. 
Mr.  K.  also  earn-stly  vindicated  the  banks  from 
the  charge  of  liaving  acted  in  violation  of  law,  in 
consid>ration  that  they  had  stopped  specie  pay- 
ments in  common  wifh'all  the  banks  of  the  country, 
and  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  avoiil  it.  The 
amendment  was  farther  opposed  by  Mr.  B'vjard, 
and  ailvocated  by  Hnfjbnrd. 

Mr.  Strange  and  Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  amend- 
ment as  one  of  the  most  corrupting  measures,  that 
had  ever  been  adopted,  inasmuch  as  it  would  direct- 
ly exjio'^e  members  of  congress,  and  even  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States"  to  bribery  by  the  banks 
of  the  District. 


Joi;  a  third  leading:  Ayes  37,  noes  -Alessrs.  NorveU 
fip'on. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  bill  to  revive,  with  amendments,  the  "act  toin- 
I  corporate  the  Medical  Society  ofthe  District  of  Co 
lumbia."  were  severally  considered,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  senate  then  adjonri'od. 

Mm,  22.  After  the  presentation  of  a  number  of 
petilioris,  the  follovving  bills  were  severally  read  a 
thiid  time,  and  passed: 

Tfie  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  ofthe 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  0!  the  bank  of  Alex- 
andria. 

The  hill  lo  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown. 

And  the  bill  to  revive,  with  nmendmenls,  the 
"  Act  to  incorporate  the  ,'MediCal  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict ol  Columbia." 

The  lolloAing  message,  from  the  President,  cora- 
miinicatinir  the  subjoined  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  was  received. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slatei: 

The  accompanying  copy  of  a  communication  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Cherokee 


and  I 


Aft 


■  a  k 


emarks  from  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  livb- 
hard  withdrew  hi?  amendment. 


delegation  is  submitted  to  Congress,  in  order  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted'as  are  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  "o- 
vernment  towards  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  which, 
lop.-d,  will  induce  them  to  remove  peaceably 
ontenledly  to  their  new  homes  in  the  west. 

.„      ,  .  M.    V.itf    BtJREX. 

\i  asliinglon.  May  21,  1S3S. 

War  Department,  May  21,  !83S. 

Si.r:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon  the  ac- 

nipanyiuK  commnnicalion  addressed  totheChero- 

e  didegation  now  in  this  city,  in  order  that,  if  if 

meet  with  your  approbation,  it  may  be  laid  belbre 

congress. 

Very  fesneclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Iv.  Poinsi:tt, 
„      ,  Secretary  of  Wa 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States.  ' 

To  Mes:  ~ 


John  lioss,  Edward  Giinter,  R.    Taylor 

James  Brov:r,,  Samuel  Gnnter,  Situ,cal,ee.  EUjah 

Hides,  and  UhitePath,  Cherokee  delegation. 

Ihe  undersigned  has  attentively  considered  the 

project  of  a  treaty  submitted  by  ybu,  and,  althonn-h 

equally   desirous  with   yonrselv'es   to  satisfy   that 

portion  of  the  nation  that  still  remain  east  'of  the 

Mississippi,  and  to  offer  them  every  in.Iucement  to 

remove   peaceably   ami   contentedly   |o  their  new 

homes  in  the  west,  and  not  unwilling  to  grant  most 

of  the    terms  proposed    by   you,    still,    where    the 

ist  expectations  of  sovereign  states  are 


and  the  entire  expenses  of  such  removal  to  be  1 
frayed  out  of  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  Unil 
States,  as  hereinafter  jirovided."  As  has  beenl 
fore  observed,  the  government  ofthe  United  Sta 
eould  not  agree  to  this  article  wthoiitthe  consent 
the  states  whose  lights  are  involved,  and  whose 
terests  may  be  effected  by  this  stipulation;  butt 
executive  pledges  itself  to  use  its  best  efforts  to  i 
duce  them  to  abstain  from  pressing  their  claims 
a  manner  that  would  produce  loss  or  inconvenien 
n  or  be-  to  the  Cherokee  people,  and  would  be  inconsiste 
with  their  beini,-  removed  with  every  reasonal 
comfort.  Fromdhe  well  known  humanity  andje 
erous  character  of  the  states  of  Georgia  Tenne 
see,  Alabama,  and  North  Carolina,  there  can  be  1 
doubt  of  their  granting  every  indulgence  ivhich  tl 
interests  of  humanity  roqiiire;  and  if  two  years  a 
necessary  for  the  comfortable  removal  of  the  natio 
the  undersigned  will  venture  to  assure  the  deleg 
tion  that  their  request  will  be  granted. 

If  it  be  desired  by  the  Cherokee  nation  that  the 
own  agents  should  have  the  charge  of  their  em 
gration,  their  wishes  will  be  complied  with,  andii 
strnctions  be  given  to  the  commanding  general  i 
the  Cherokee  country  to  enter  into  a'rrangeinen' 
with  them  to  that  effect.  With  regard  to  the  ex 
pense  of  this  operation,  which  you  ask  may  be  di 
frayed  by  the  United  Slates,  in  the  opinion  of  tli 
unilersigned,  the  request  ought  to  be  granted,  an' 
an  application  for  such  further  sum  as  inay  be  re 
quired  lor  this  purpose  shall  be  made  to  congress 
In  the  next  article  of  your  project,  vou  proiios 
that  "the  United  Slates,  on  their  part,  slipulal 
and  agree,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  to  per 
feet  the  title  of  the  Cherokee  nation  to  the  land  - 
and  territory  tyestward  of  the  Mississippi,  describ 
ed,  mentioned  and  defined  in  and  by  the  treaty  i 
IS33,  between  the  United  States  and  the  CherokeSii 
\yest  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  privilege  of  outlff 
thereto  annexed,  and  to  issue  a  patent  therefor.^ 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  perpetuity;  and  lurther^c 
pay  the  saiil  chieli?  and  representatives  of  the  Che-i 
rokee  nation  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  sum   01 

dollars,  111  manner  and  at  the  time  hereinaftel 

provided." 

It  was  always  the  declared  intention  of  the  "o- 
vernmenf  lo  perfect  the  title  to  this  laud  to  Uie 
Cherokee  nation,  and  to  issue  a  patent  therefor,  soi 
soon  as  that  portion  of  them  now^  east  of  the  Miii'. 
sissippi  had  emigrated  west,  granting  the  nation  th^ 
privilege  of  outlet  thereto  annexed^  and  all  otb§* 
privileges  secured  to  them  by  former  arrangementlil 
Nor  will  it  object  to  grant  them,  in  perpetuity,  if 
congress  should  think  proper  to  do  so  on  their  rjl 
commendation,  under  certain  restriclinns,  to  \v\ncb, 
the  delegation  have  assented.  As  the  delf -'afiou 
e.xpressed  their  fears  that  a  form  of  -ovrrnmenji 
might  be  imposed  which  they  weie  neither  pr^' 
pared  for,  nor  desirous  of,  the'assurance  is  hereb 
repeated,  that  no  form  of  government  will  be 
posed  upon  the  Cherokees"  without  the  consent  of 
the  whole  nation,  civen  in  council;  nor  shall  their 
country  he  created  into  a  territory  without  such 
previous  concurrence. 

With  regaril  to  the  payment  of  a  further  sum  of 
money  by  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  can- 
not consent  to  recommend  such  a  nieasui^  to  coii- 
ffress.  The  senate  ofthe  United  States  deliberate- 
ly decided  that  five  millions  of  dolUrs  was  a  full 
and  sufficient  indemnity  to  the  Chcrokees  for  the 
l.inds  they  reliiKjuished'on  the  east  side  ofthe  Mis- 
sissippi; and  it  is  undei-dood  that  the  members  of 
lint  body  see  no  reason  at  present  to  alter  that  de- 
cision. 

In  the  third  avficlo  of  your  project  you  ask  that 
"tbe^^said  Cherokee  nation,  party"  hereto,  through 
nd  by  their  acknowledged  chiefs  and  olliccrs,  shall 
"••""■    entire  control,  management,  and  disposi- 


menji 
pr^i 
rebfi 


ghls  and 
involvid.  it  i 


deemed  inexpedient,  without  their|saids 


have  the 

tion   responsible  only  to  their"own"naTion,"of "the 

tunds  to  be  paid  under  this  treaty." 

The  undersigned  would  very  much  prefer  mak- 
ing this  disposition  of  the  funds  of  the  nation,  but 
as  the  interests  of  those  Chcrokees  who  have  lately 
emisrated,  are  deeply  involved  in  this  pronosition, 
the  executive  cannot  recommend  such  an 'alterna- 
tive without  the  previous  consent  of  all  the  parties 
concerned. 

The  next  article  asks. 


'  that  in  addition  to  the 
iiin  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  second  article, 
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SMJiiiti-a  Slate?  shall  I'orthwilh  pay,  or  arrange  to  I  per,  but  lie  woulil  simply  say  that,  even  if  there 
jeliid  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  parly  hereto,  the     "^     "  '-  -:~-   ---  •■ -■■•  -i  -- 

wirai^es  of  the  annuities  which   were   provided 
roll  the  treaty  of  ISia,  up  to  this  dat  •,  and  shall 
jpinue  such  annuities  during  the  two  years   al- 
ii for  said  removal." 
le   undersinned   assures    the   deleiration,   that 
ever  arrearages  of  annuities    are   due  to  the 
okee  nation,  under  the  treaty  of  1S19,  shall  be 
pplly  paid  up  to  this  date,  and  a  continuance  of 
jann'uity  for  two  years  longer  shall  be  asked  of 
^ress. 

I  )ie  5th  article  requires  "  that  inasmuch   as  the  ^     .  .  .,      .        . 

■irokees  conlemplule  removin;;  as   provided  for    from  the  states  inter.'sted  in  the  siihject.     Mr.  C 


houKl  be  any  action  on  the  part  of  congress,  there 
was  no  3ullicieiit  evidence  that  the  Cherokee  dele- 
pUion  would  accept  even  the  terms  held  out  in  that 
communication.  Air.  K.  said  it  was  also  due  to  his 
constituents  that  no  movement  should  have  been 
made  of  this  kind  without  con.-ulling  (hem  or  their 
representatives.  Mr.  K.  moved  that  for  the  pre- 
sent the  document  lie  on  the  table;  but  withdrew 
tile  motion  on  the  reipiest  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  Ciiuj,  of  Al.ihama,  also  c.vpresscd  great  re- 
gret that  this  communication  had  been   made,  and  !  ject.     He  represented  ii  ii 

specially  without  consulling  any  of  the  delegation    with  people  of  high  inlell 


igliitl  first  article,  as  rapidly  as  their  numbers  and 
gements  will  permit,  the  United  States  stipu- 
nd  engage  to  p.ay  to  them,  as  such  removal, 
lie  necessary  preparations  therelor  progress 
if  the  money  mentioned  in  said  second  article 


ti-ad  of  being  consulted  on  this  subject,  had  pro- 
tested in  advance  against  any  such  measures,  ftlr. 
C.  argued  at  considerable  length  that  the  delay  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  distressing  and  disastrous  con- 
sequences, quoting  various  facts  that  had  already 


sums  as  may  from  time  to  time  ba   nece.'sary  [-occurred,  to  establish   this  point.     He  ul>o  ar 


tfray  the  expenses  incident  thereto." 


I   payments  and   necessary   advances   for  tbe  i  rangement. 

'      i  __........      __.:iii:.i;i II.. :.I  ,.J  Mr       11''.,/. 


that  on  the  score  of  economy  it  would  be  a  bad  ar 


lOSes  herein  set  forth,  will  b.?  liberally  provided 
II  the  contract  which  the  commanding  g.-neral 
b3  authorized  to  make  with  the  Cherokee 
its,  for  the  emigration  of  that  portion  of  the 
in  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
he  Gth  article  asks,  "lliat  during  the  period 
crihpd  and  allowed  by  this  treaty  for  said  re- 
al, the  United  States' stipulate  and  contract  to 
ect  the  p:Tsons  and  property  of  said  Cherokees 
I  all  .acts  of  encro.ichment  and  violence,  and  to 
ish  them,  when  required,  with  the  necessary 
rt  an  1  protection  during  such  removal  until 
•arrival  at  their  destination  beyond  tha  Missis- 
i." 

ha  necessary  escort  ann  protection  during  the 
Dval  of  the  C;ierokt>es  until  their  arrival  at  their 
ioation  bevoud  the  .Mississippi  will  bo  furnish- 
md  the  United  States  will  protect  the  persons 
properly  of  th-;  said  Cherokees  from  all  illegal 
of  encroachment  and  violence,  and  will  use 
r  best  ett'-irts  with  the  states  interested  to  pre- 
t  their  pressing  the  execution  of  their  rights  in 
anncr  calculated  to  oppress  or  inconvenience 
individual  of  the  nation. 

>  the  7th  article  the  request  is  made,  "  that 
ddilion  to  the  moneys  herein  before  stipulated 
e  paid  by  the  United  States,  tliey  further  agree 
ay  to  the  said   Chcrolcee  nation,  party  hereto, 

gross  sum  of dollars,   in   full  discharge 

11  claims  upon  the  United  Stalos,  under  the  sti- 
itions  of  for.ner  treaties,  for  public  and  private 
lerty,  spoliations,  indemnities,  and  other  recla- 
\pn5,  whether  national  or  individial,  and  lor 
ibursem'jnt  of  expenses  incurred  in  and  about 
arrauge.Tiont." 

lix  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  set  apart  for 
purpose  by  a  vote  of  co.Tgross,  and  to  defray 
expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  nation  to  their 
r  homes.  But  as  this  sum  proves  to  be  inade- 
ite  for  both  objects,  the  ex-cutive  will  recom- 
od  to  congress  to  make  a  further  appropriation, 
rder  to  satisfy  them. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Cherokee  dele- 
ioa  will  see  in  these  liberal  concessions  the  earn- 
desir.'  of  the  president  to  reconcile  the  nation  to 
necessity  of  removing  without  any  other  delay 
nadue  regard  for  their  co.nfort  and  conveiii- 
;e  demands;  and  in  this  conviction,  confidently 
ies  upo.i  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  chiefs 
1  he.ad-m->n  to  erfect  this  d.-sir.ible  object. 
Jil  the  part  of  the  government,  copies  of  this 
lament,  with  suitable  applications  to  the  states 
erested,  will  be  i;n:uediately  transmitted  to  the 
eral  governors  thereof;  instructions  will  be  sent 
the  commanding  general  to  act  in  conformity 
,h  itsassur.inces,  and  a  communication  be  made 
:ongress,  asking  the  consent  of  that  body  to  the 
ivisions  proposed  for  the  benclit  of  the  Cherokee 
tioD. 

The  undersigned,  in  closing  this  rommunica'.ion, 
lich  his  b3on  considered  with  great  deliberation, 
iUlravvn  with  the  utmost  regard  for  the  wishes  ol 
!  delegation,  desires  it  to  be  "distinctly  understood 
rt  it  contains  th.' most  liberal  terms  the  execu- 
e  can  grant,  with  a  due  r.'gard  to  the  rights  and 
terests  of  all  the  parties  concerned;  ami  tberelbre 
esents  it  as  the  final  determination  of  the  govern- 
s(jt,and  th'  p'remptory  conclusion  of  the  corre- 
ppdence  with  the  Cherokee  deputation  on  this 
Ittect. 

J.    U.    PoI.NSETT. 

Depnrlmcntof  war.  May  13,  1S33. 

;.  'u/15  said  he  had  glanced  his  eye  over  this 
:  i.u  nt,  and  he  saw  great  reason  for  regret  that 
had  ever  b^en  sent.  So  far  from  b'ing  benefici.U, 
ich  invasures  as  thos.?  projinscd  would  lead,  lie  bj- 
;ved.  to  serious  and  rlisastrous  conseq  lonc^^s.  I\Ir. 
'.  wo  lid  not  now  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  pa- 


Mr.  Websler  expressed  his  regret  that  this  pa- 
per was  not  approved  tiy  gentlemen  re^ircsenting 
the  states  concerned.  Tiieir  approbation  was  very 
important,  as  it  would  have  a  more  favorable  ellect 
on  the  public  mind.  .Mr.  W.  would  now  consider 
only  the  question  of  its  present  disposal;  and  it 
struck  him  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs.  There  was  a  strong  and 
growing  feeling  in  the  country  that  great  wrong  had 
been  done  to  the  Cbcrokei'S  by  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota.  But  ISIr.  \V.  would  no't  consider  that  now. 
Here  was  acommunication  from  the  executive,  re- 
ques:ing  the  action  of  congress  on  tiiis  subject,  and 
Mr.  W.  thought  the  proper  course  was,  to  r.l'er  it 
to  the  appropriate  committee.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, to  rof  r  it  to  the  coniiiiittee  on  Indian  all'.iirs, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  done  witliont  juovoliing  dis- 


Mr.  Slr<inge  also  deprecated  discussion  at  this 
time.  H"  expressed  regret  that  none  of  the  delega- 
tion from  the  states  concerned  had  been  consulted. 
He  hardly  knew  whether  the  measure  would  be 
good  or  bad;  it  must  cr.ate  some  exciti'ment;  and 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  referred,  at  Ica-t  out  of 
respect  for  the  source  from  which  it  came. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  legi-l.iture  of  Tennessee 
would  not  be  in  session  till  October,  and  it  would, 
tberelbre,  be  late  before  they  could  be  consulted  on 
this  subji'ct.  They  had,  hen-lofore,  acted  on  tbe 
faith  that  this  treaty  viould  b^  carried  into  ellect, 
and  had  provided  for  the  prompt  survey,  and  even 
tor  the  sale  of  the  Clierokee  lands.  All  this  would 
be  rendered  nugatory  by  the  change  now  proposed. 
.Mr.  G.  was  willing 'to  do  all  tbe  government  ccmld 
do  without  inteifering  with  the  execution  of  tbe 
treaty;  but  as  for  letting  the  Cherokees  remain 
longer,  if  it  were  the  hast  vole  of  his  life  he  would 
not  vole  in  favor  of  it,  as  he  was  convinced  that  it 
would  lead  to  disturbance  and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  f.KnipA-m  stated  that  he  had,  at  various  times, 
commiinicaterl  with  the  executive  on  this  subj"ct, 
ai;d  had  never  expressed  but  on"  opinion;  which 
was,  that  it  w.is  the  best  that  could  be  done  for  the 
Cherokees  to  execute  the  treaty;  which  was  b'^nefi- 
cent  in  its  operation,  and  provid.;d  equally  alike  for 
the  rich  and  the  poor.  Mr.  L.  expressed  much  re- 
gret at  what  he  deemed  the  mistakes  ami  misrepre- 
sentations on  this  subject.  He  had  seen  what  he 
considered  a  garbled  statement  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer ol  this  morning,  designed,  ns  he  sup- 
posi'd,  lo  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  being  remov- 
ed. But  these  people  would  be  removed;  they  had 
murdered  lately  the  surveyor  general,  (of  Gorgia,) 
and  nothing  could  prevent  tlitir  immediate  removal, 
according  lo  the  treaty.  It  was,  therefore,  imma- 
terial what  should  be  done  with  this  paper. 

Mr.  King  said  his  whole  object  in  moving  to  lay 
lliis  document  on  the  table  was.  that  tliey  might 
look  at  it.  But  he  was  content  tliat  it  should  be 
referred.  He  expressed  deep  r-gret  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to  tlie  Chero- 
kee.?. He  felt  confident,  however,  that  the  object 
was  a  good  one,  and  that  it  was  the  desire  ol  the 
Secretary,  in  drawing  this  paper,  to  ccnciliale  those 
who  would  not  be  concilia'ted.  Mr.  K.  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  delay  proposed  would  be  disas- 
trous; but  he  was  willing  lo  give  a  little  aildilional 
time  for  the  removal.  Cor  the  sole  reason  that  the 
Cherokees  bad  been  grossly  deceived  by  I  hose  who 
held  up  to  them  the  hope  of  remaining.  This  had 
preverded  them  from  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  remove. 

I\lr.  CuWier^  expressed  great  surpii.se  thai  a  pa- 
p.'r  of  this  kind  had  been  sent  to  Coi.gress;  and  he 
thought  it  extraordinary  that  it  should  be  proposed 


much  weight  to  this  document,  and  lie  insisted  that 
if  the  exi'cution  of  the  treaty  should  he  d.  l.iyed,  the 
result  could  not  be  otherwise  than  unfortunate  and 
disastrous. 

Mr.  CVrti/,  of  Alabama,  said  he  concurred  entirely 
in  the  views  of  Mr.  Cuthbert.  They  knew  bow 
excitements  could  be  got  up  for  parly  and  political 
ellect.  They  hud  had  much  txporicnce  on  this 
point  in  relation  lo  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Mi.  HVWc/"  disclaimed  for  himself  ami  his  con- 
stituents all  party  ami  political  views  on  this  sub- 
,1  matter  of  conscience 
-uice  and  moral  charac- 
Itr,  who 'felt  that  wrong  had  been  ilone  to  the  Che- 
rokees. 

Mr.  CUiy,  of  Alabama,  was  underslooil  to  admit 
the  benevolerd  motives  of  the  remonr-lranls.  and  ex- 
>ed  his  desire  that  the  treaty  should  be  carried 
ellect  with  all  kindness  to  tin"  Cherokees.  He 
concurred  with  his  colleague  that  the  document 
should  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  it  for  further  consideration;  and 
with  this  view, 

Mr.  Webster  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  the 
document. 

Mr.  Ciillibert  spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  carnest- 
eess  ami  some  apparent  indignation,  that  this  should 
be  consiilered  a  matterol  conscience  by  'hose  Whose 
ancestors  had  murdered  and  destroyed  the  aborigines 
where  they  settled. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  had  lieaid  the  m(s.:age  firm 
tbe  president,  proposing  new  arrangements  with  the 
Cherokees.  with  unfeigned  surprise  and  regret.  He 
bad  hoped  that  Ibis  painful  and  coni|dicaled  mattrr 
had  been  filially  |)iit  at  rest,  by  a  diterminalion  on 
the  jiart  of  the  government  to  go  on  with  a  slow, 
caulious,  but  steady  pace,  in  the  course  prescribed 
to  it  by  nece'isit;/.  The  Cherokee  treaty  was,  in  his 
judgm'ent,  wisely  and  humanely  ratified.  The  same 
wisdom  anil  humanity  demand  that,  as  far  as  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  is  involved,  it  should  be 
firmly  carried  into  clleol.  Hesitancy  and  further 
agitation  can  produce  nothing  but  ill.  The  rights 
of  the  .>^lates  and  of  their  citizens  have  been  recog- 
nised and  established,  and  should  not  again  be  dis- 
turbed. On  this  matter  gentlemen  from  the  slates 
interested  are  entitled  to  lead.  They  know  best 
what  is  best  for  them.  I  shall  acquiesce  in  what 
they  suggest.  Nothing  but  my  deference  for  them 
prevents  me  from  at  once  moving  to  lay  this  mes- 
sage on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  sense 
of  the  senate  as  to  its  farther  discussion.  The  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  is  intrusted  to  a  gallant  ofTicer, 
not  less  dislin:;nished  by  bis  moderation  anil  discre- 
tion than  by  his  bravery  and  military  skill.  What- 
ever humanity  and  prudence  exact  may  be  expected 
at  bis  hands.  Tbe  Indians  must  go;  any  inter- 
ference here  endangers  them.  As  to  money,  lands, 
8cc.  give  them  as  much  as  you  choos.-,  but  do  not 
further  susiicnd  the  just  claims  of  the  states,  or 
further  irritate  their  already  exasperated  feelings. 
I  hope  the  gentlemen  interested  will  not  permit  the 
proposilion  for  postponement  to  be  drawn  into  dis- 
cussion, but  that  they  will  put  an  end  to  it  by  a 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table, 

Mr.  Ciilliberl  stated,  as  a  reason  lor  the  language 
he  had  alieady  used,  that  Georgia  had  already  pa- 
tiently delaye'd  two  years  longer  than  ought  to  have 
been  required  of  them.  Mr.  H'efc-s/er  said  he  should 
not  reply  to  the  local  remarks  of  Mr.  Cuthbert. 
The  wrongs  done  to  the  Indians  by  our  ancestors 
were  numerous  enough,  but  ..Mr.  W.  looked  only  lo 
present  action  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke 
in  (avor  of  referring  the  ilocument  to  a  committee, 
with  a  view  to  the  disposal  of  it  in  tl;e  most  satis- 
factory manner  to  all  parlies.  Altera  few  more  re- 
marks by  Mr.  C/r/i/.  of  Alabama,  and  Sli.  Cuthbert, 
the  document  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tii)tpn  moved  to  take  up  the  Cumberland 
Koad  bill;  and,  on  this  motion,  an  rarnesi  conver- 
sation ensued  bv  Messrs.  Tipton,  t-'mit/i,  of  la.,  and 
yonng.  in  favor  of  taking  up  Ibis  bill,  and  by  Mr. 
Roane  in  favor  of  considering  District  aliairs;  which 
resulted  in  taking  up  the  Alexandria  and  Faln.outli 
railroad  bill. 

The  amendments,  from  the  commillee,  lo  this  bill 
occupied  the  attention  of  tbe  senate  during  the  most 
part  of  tbe  day. 

The  piinripal  amendment  fiom  the  coinmitlee  was 
111"  one  making  the  appinpiiation  to  construct  the 
road  ill  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  condition 
that  the  company  shouM  carry  the  rna'i  for  a  re.-.son- 
ahle  coinpr  iisalion,  lo  be  deteimiiud  l.y  aibitratioii, 
if  the  parties  could  not  agree. 

Mr.  A7/ig,  moved  to  amend  this  amendment,  \j 
requiring  Ibe  company  to  cairy  the  mail  for  the  so,.- 
oiisidcralioii  of  llie  .jaoO.COl)  wlncli  thr   — "    ■ 


hat  the  question  oi'dcl'ay  should  be  relerr.d  io  the  1  proposed  lo  appropriate  for  the   construction  of  the 
states  interested  at  Ihe  very  time  wlim  tbe  removal    road 

waslo  be  consummated.  '  H-^  rtco.iixcnded  it  to       Tl-.is  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mes.-rs. /u'.? 
.Mr.  Webster  and  his  constitu?nt,=i  not  to  give  too  land  S/rancp,  and  opposed  by  W<issrs.  Kccne,  J{vl>- 
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bard,  and  Niles;   and   it   was    asteed   to — A)'e3   IS, 
noes  13. 

The  amendment  from  the  committee,  so  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to  as  foilou's: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan. 
Clay,  or  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbfrt,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  King,  Knighl,  Linn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Webster,  Wright, 
Young— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hubbard, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticul, 
Swift,  Tipton— 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
proprialion  for  the  construction  of  the  road  was 
Jilleil  with  $.300,000  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— M,-S3rs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Crittenden,  Culbbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston, 
Roane,  Kobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smilli,  of  Inda., 
Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Webster — 25. 
NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wright, 
Young— 18. 

A  proposition  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  to  take  the  $300,- 
000  from  the  post  otfics  funds,  was  rejected:  Ayes 
10,  noes  not  counted. 

Alter  the  adoption  of  some  minoramend:nents,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Webster — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan.  Cal- 
houn, Clay,   of    Ala.,  Hubbaard,  Ljon,  McJiean, 
Morris,  Niles,    Pierce,    Ruggles,   Smith,  of  Conn., 
Swift,  Tipton,  Wright,  Young— 17. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  23.  After  some  business  of  minor  import- 
ance had  been  transacted,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
rose,  and  said  he  supposed  that  orders  had  been  is- 
sued from  the  post  office  and  treasury  departments 
to  receive  for  government  dues  the  notes  ot  specie- 
paying  banks,  or  at  least  that  they  were  aclually  re- 
ceived, and  he  wanted  to  ascertain  preciselv  the 
facts  of  the  case,  whatever  they  might  ho.  'With 
that  view,  he  olfered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury-  .iml  x\u 
postmaster  general  severally  inform  the  senat.'  w  ;;-  '|,  r 
any  orders  have  been  given  from  their  depai;:ii'  ,i:  i,, 
receive  the  notes  of  banks  for  revenue,  and,  ii  .ii]\ 
what  were  those  orders;  and  if  i\\\y  instruclioiis  iia\'e 
been  given,  that  they  communicate  to  the  senate  what 
were  those  instructions. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  would  correct  the  senator  in 
regard  to  one  fact.  He  had  under.slood  him  to  say 
that  orders  had  been  given  for  the  receipt  of  those 
notes:  but  it  had  not  been  so  stated.  The  informa- 
tion given  heie  was,  that  the  note.=  were  received. 
But  Mr.  W.  had  inquired  lately  at  the  departments 
on  the  subject,  and  no  orders  to  receive  them  had 
then  been  issued. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  not  his  inteiilion  to  say  any 
thing  more  than  to  intimate  the  fact  that  Ihey'were 
received.  He  meant  to  say  nothing  of  the  forms  or 
technicalities  of  the  subject;  but  he  look  it  for  grant- 
ed, if  these  notes  were  received,  it  was  done  in  ac- 
cordance with  some  authority.  ISut,  whatever  were 
the  facts,  he  wished  to  know  them,  and  by  what  au- 
thority. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 
The  Vice  President  presented  a  message  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  Ihe 
northeastern  boundary,  with  copies  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  governor  of  Maine,  covering 
certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Maine  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject  and  Ihe  claims  of  three  indivi- 
duals. Also,  co)iies  of  a  corrcspondenec  on  this 
subject  with  Mr.  Fox,  the  Brilish  minister. 

The  message  and  correspondence  were  read,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  state  of  Maine  insisted  on 
carrying  into  elfect  the  treaty  of  1783  on  this  siibjccl, 
and  asked  for  a  new  joint  commission  of  exploration 
and  survey,  to  determine  Ihejines  described  in  that 
eaty.     It  also  appeaieil  that  the  Brilish  minister  did 


haps,  against  a  joint  survey  of  the  treaty  line,  except 
the  delay  and  loss  of  time.     This  may  be  very  inju 


NAYS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayti 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon.  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pien 


rious.     But,  then,  this  is   not  all.     The  offer  of  a    Prentiss,    Preston,    Roane,    Smith,    of   Connectic! 


joint  survey,  made  by  our  government,  is  accepted 
by  England  with  certain  modifications.  What  are 
these  modifications?  They  are  contained  in  the  Bri' 
tish  minister's  note  of  the  lOlh  of  January.  That 
note  is  not  now  before  me,  and  I  do  not,  at  this  mo 
raent,  recollect  precisely  all  the  modifications;  in 
olher  words,  all  the  conditions  on  which  England 
agrees  to  run  the  line.  These  points  require  very 
close  examination.  It  is  our  duly  to  see  that  no  just 
right  be  waived  or  abandoned,  in  agreeing  to  Ihei 
modifications.  I  am  fearful  that  some  of  them  will 
prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  United 
Slates  and  of  Maine.  I  desire  an  opportunity  to 
look  carefully  at  this  part  of  the  case,  and.  there 
fore,  will  now  move  that  the  message  and  papers  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table.  As  I  remember  the 
proposed  modifications,  some  of  them  are  such  as  I 
(cannot  believe  ought  tobe  acceded  lo;  indeed,  I  fear 
that  they  cannot  be  acceded  to,  without  giving  up 
Ihe  question.  This  is  what  I  fear;  but  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  not  prove  so,  I  wish  time  to  examine  the 
correspondence.  I  coiife.ss  1  feel  great  apprehension 
as  to  the  result  of  this  proposed  new  convention. 

Mr.  Davis  said  in  his  opinion  this  was  not  a  ques 
tion  which  could  be  decided  by  the  instruments  of 
engineers  or  surveyors,  nor  could  their  skill  throw 
much  light  upon  it.  It  was  a  question  to  be  de- 
cided t)y  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  other  evi- 
deuce  collateral  to  it.  For  himself,  therefore,  he 
did  not  hope  much  from  an  agreement  to  explore, 
as  his  impression  was  it  would  substantially  leave 
matters  where  they  are.  The  controversy  arose 
mainly  on  the  inquiry — where  is  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia?  He  could  entertain  no  doubt 
as  lo  this,  for  the  treaty  designated  it  accurately. 
He  meant,  however,  now  only  to  say  he  did  not 
hope  much  from  exploration,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
the  results  conid  as  well  be  seen  now  as  after  the 
labor  was  performed. 

The  message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  Ihe  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Rail 
Road  Company,  and  for  other  purposes,  which  was, 
after  a  brief  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
Morris,  and  Clay,  of  Ala.,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Messrs-  Roane  and  Davis  advocated  it,  passed  by 
the  following  vote: 

YE. ^S— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Kv.  Clay- 

n,  Critviiden,  Dnvi.s,  Fulton,  King,   Linn,  Merrick, 
''■"■I,  N     'i   !  I  .  Xorveli,  Preston,  Roane.  Robinson, 
a,  Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 


Strange,  Trotter,  Williams— 17. 

Mr.  Hubbard  gave  notice  that,  as  soon  as  t 
general  navy  appropriation  bill  was  disposed  of, 
would  call  up  the  resolution  introduced  by  jy 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  prohibiting  discrimination 
the  kinds  of  money  received  as  revenue,  and  a  i 
thorizing  the  public  receipts  and  payments  in  t 
Dotes  of  sound,  specie-paying  banks. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Arbuoklew 
considered,  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  by 
subslitutiite  for  the  bill  authorizing,  generally,  tl 
entry  at  the  government  price  of  lands  in  Arkansj 
covered  by  the  alleged,  hut  unconfirmed,  Frein 
or  Spanish'claims;  and  the  bill  in  this  form  was  t 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


■:3. 


not  feel  authorized  to  enter  inio  Ihe  ar 


ugeinent  pro- 


posed, hut  had  referred  the  subject  to  Ih 
of  Englauil. 

Mr.  irci^/or  said  that  this  was  a  very  important 
comiiniiiication,  and  be  wished  an  opporlunily  to 
examine  and  consider  it.  It  would  seem  said'Mr. 
Webster,  that  a  new  convention  betv/een  the  two 
countries  was  agreed  on,  to  be  enlered  inIo  as  soon 
as  coin|)ctent  authorily  should  be  oblained,  by  which 
a  joint  commissi  ill  oi'  exploration  and  survey  is  to 
be  appointed.    There  is  no  particular  objection,  per- 


^.\  Y,>— .M,>Ms.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Swift,  Tipton. 
Wriirht,  Young— 17.  '  ■      H 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the 
conliniialion  of  Ihe  Cumberland  road  in  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

This  bill  was  mainly  but  briefly  advocated  by 
Mr.  Tipton,  and  » ilh  various  amendmenis  propos 
ed,  further  tliscussed  by  Messrs  Norvell,  Benton, 
Wright,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Morris,  Niles,  Bucha- 
nan, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Merrick,  Tipton,  Ro- 
binson, and  Preston. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
understood  to  confine  the  appropriations  to  the  2 
percent,  fund  granted  for  the  purpose  of  roads  to 
the  stales  respectively. 

This  amendment  was  lost:  Yeas  12,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendmsnt  r,"quiring  (hat 
the  ajiproprialious  of  this  bill  should  be  subject  to 
all  the  limitations,  reslrictions,  &c.  contained  in 
the  act  relating  to  ro.ads,  approved  March  3,  1S37. 
[What  these  liinilatioiis,Stc.  were,  did  not  appear.] 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  27,  nays  1.5. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  lo  an>Pnd  the  bill  by  striking 
out  that  part  relating  to  a  bridge  in  Pennsylvania. 
Negatived:  Yeas  \\,  nays  not  counted. 

r.Ir.  Hubbard,  wilh  a  view  prnporlionably  to  re. 
duce  all  Ihe  appropriations,  moved  to  reduce  Ihe 
ap[u-oprialion  for  Ohio  from  ^(150,000  lo  ,^100,000. 

This  motion  was  negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton, 
Hiibhard,  King,  Lvon,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prenli.ss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Riiiigle.s,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
S'niuL'n,  Trotter,  William.?- 17. 

NAY^— Me-srs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Ben-on,  Buchanan, 
Clav,  of  Ivn'n.kv,  frii-r:,den,  Ciithbert,  Davis,  Fiil- 
lon,  (iniri  Iv,  K:;;:l,'.  1  ,,iri,  Merrick,  Morris.  Nicholas 
w''l"''''""'w' '■  "'   ''"''";;>  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  lo  be  engross- 
ed lor  a  third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAR-Messr-.  .Ml,.,,;  Rnvnrd.  Penlon,  Ruchan.tn 

Cl:iv.  of  Krntn,'--.    ( 'i  i:-,  •  ,lr  ,.   ("tIiIiM  I      |•)■|^i^    I'll! 

ton.(;riiii(!\-,  K  ,.     -    I,      ,    M    K-  „i.  M ],    m  ,,,,., 

Nichohis,  R..l,h:  I  ,    I;  .]  .     ,,;,.  ,-■,  ,  ,.,    :-',,, ,i|,   ,.i-  |„,| 
Spence,  .Swih,  ■I'.j.i.m,,  W'r].-  .^  Wn^iii,  \'.n-n---iri 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday.  May  18.  After  Mr.  Henry  had,  by  leav 
presented  the  petition  of  William  McMiUen,  wl 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  war,  prajii 
commutation  in  consequence  of  his  services  to  tl 
end  of  the  war, 

Mr.  Russell,  asked  leave  again  to  ofl^^r  his  resol. 
tion  rescinding  so  much  of  Ihe  filth  section  of  tl 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  tl 
public  money,"  passed  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  ; 
prohibits  receiving  in  payment  for  dues  to  the  gi 
vernment,  and  disbursing  the  same,  Ihe  bills  ofspecii 
jiaying  banks  which  issue  notes  or  bills  of  a  le 
denouiinalion  than  five  dollars;  and  also,  so  much  t 
the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  mij 
king  appiopriations  for  Ihe  payment  of  revolutionaii 
anc  other  pensioners  of  Ihe  United  States  for  Ih; 
year  1836,  as  prohibits  Ihe  otlering  in  payment bj 
any  officer  or  dejiartment  of  the  government  tb' 
notes  or  bills  of  specie-paying  banks  .of  a  less  dj 
nomination  than  Iwenty*  dollars."  i 

[*Misprinted  ten  dollars  heretofore.]  | 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Yell,  Mr.  Cushimii 
and  others,  I 

Mr.  Russell  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enobli 
him  lo  make  his  motion,  and  demanded  the  yeas  an 
nays  on  Ihe  question  of  sus|iension.  ' 

it  appeared,  on  counting  Ihe  house,  that  no  quol 
rum  was  ]uesent.  1 

Mr.  Russell,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  TVhitlesey,  corf. 
sented  to  withdraw  his  motion  (or  Ihe  present.  ■ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  went  inf! 
committee  of  Ihe  whole,  (Air.  Boon  in  the  chair,)  o- 
Ibe  senate's  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Hani  and  Loup;' 
street,  which  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Elmore,  amend 
ed,  on  motion  of  ftlr.  Whittlesey,  rejiorted  to  th 
house,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  number  of  reports  on  private  claims  were  pre! 
sented,  among  wdiich  are  the  following  :  ' 

Mr.  Bell,  (lom  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs' 
laid  before  Ihe  house  sundry  papers  comuiunicatei' 
lo  that  committee  by  Ihe  secretary  of  war,  (oiichil)( 
certain  claims  of  Creek  Indians  and  Choctaw  In 
dians. 

Also,  certain  papers  communicated  to  that  com 
miltee  (roin  Ihe  secretary  of  war,  in  relation  lo  Ihi 
claim  of  William  M.  Graham,  for  ser\  ices  as  actiiij 
Indian  agent  in  Floiida,  and  for  indemnification  o 
expenses  which  that  silualion  compelled  him  loin 
cur. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  commillee  on  commerce 
reported  a  bill  fuilhir  to  proi  ide  for  the  re- 
li(f  of  distressed  Ameiican  seamen  in  foreign  coiinj 
tries.  I 

Mr.  Underwood,   from    Ihe   commillee  on   revolii' 
tionary  claims,    reported   a   bill    for  Ihe  payment  0 
certain  jiidgmenls  w  hicli  have   been,  or  may  be,  ob- 
tained, against  Ihe  slate  of  Virginia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  commillee  on  ndlKary  affairs 
be  discharged  from  Ihe  consideration  of  Ihe  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  the  IGlh  April  last,  relative  Ic 
confining  Ihe  inslruclinn  hereafter  to  be  given  at  llie 
military  academy  at  \fest  Point  cxcliisi\ely  lo  the 
eltmenis  and  practice  of  civil  and  military  engi-' 
neering,  and  Ihal  the  same  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mc-ATrti/,  from  Ihe  committee  on  military  af-i 
fairs,  reported  against  Ihe  pelilion  of  A.  M.  Cald- 
well; anil  alio  against  a  resolulion  of  Ihe  house  ol 
December  1-1,  IS37,  relative  to  Ihe  placing  of  con- 
iion,  carriages,  &c.  wilh  the  governor  of  Missouri, 
for  Ihe  use  of  said  slate.  Also,  against  a  resolution 
of  Ihe  ho-ise  of  the  llllh  of  March  Last,  relative  to 
the  erection  of  an  arsenal  in  Lincoln  county,  Norlli 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  commillee  on  revolution- 
ary pensions,  reported  a  bill  lo  establish  a  jiension 
iigency  at  McMinville,  in  Ihe  slate  of  Tennessee;, 
which  bill  was  ordcredlo be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  same  coramitlcc,  reported, 
ithout  amendment,  senate  bill  to  establish  a  pen- 
|)n  ajency  at  Montpelier,  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 
Mr.  Lincoln  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
iiiUiinfjs  and  grounds,  reported  a  bill  makinf;  ap- 
jopii;itions  for  certain  repairs  and  improvements 
hon  the  public  buildings  and  grounds,  and  for  oth»r 
iirposos. 

I  Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
iRce  and  post  roads,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate 
e  postage  on  letters,  and  I'or  other  purposes;  to 
hich  bill  Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  oll'cred  an  addi- 
)nal  section,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  come  up 
hen  the  bill  shall  be  considered. 
;Mr.  SergcnnI  ini[nired  of  Mr.  Lincoln  when  it 
,1-  111'  intention  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
iiiJiii;s  to  call  up  the  consideration  of  the  bill  re- 
Hiiin;  the  removal  of  the  new  treasury  building, 
id  IliH  erection  of  a  new  post  office?  He  said  that 
'  h  ■  1  been  frequently  asked  the  question,  with 
ucli  solicitude,  by  persons  who  were  deeply  inter- 
ted  in  it.  Many  respectable  mechanics  liad  been 
l.vited  here  to  be  employed  on  that  building,  who 
ere  now  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  in  a  state 
!"  suspense.  They  had,  in  some  cases,  families 
sre,  who  were  dependent  on  them  for  support. 
Mr.  ii«co/;i  staled  that,  sii.^e  the  bill  had  been 
st  before  the  house,  the  president  of  the  United 
latcs  had  put  the  subject  in  commission,  having  as- 
'gneil  it  to  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  war,  and  of 
le  triMsury.  These  commissioners  had  writlen  to 
■m,  (Mr.  L.)  urging  the  propriety  of  an  early  at- 
n'ion  to  the  bill,  and  on  the  same  ground  now  sta- 
id by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  committee  had  thereupon  directed  him  to  olier 
'resolution,  which  he  should  presently  ask  leave  of 
ie  house  to  (iresent. 

Mr.  Lincoln  soon  after  asked  to  have  the  follow- 
g;  resolution  read: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  house  will  at  twelve  o'clock 
lis  day  go  into  comndltee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
'  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  con- 
deration  of  bill  No.  700,  providing  for  tlie  removal 
f  the  walls  of  the  treasury  building,  and  for  the 
irection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  post  office 
apartment. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  he  had  had  for  some  days 
1  his  possession  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  me- 
aanics  on  this  subject,  but  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
ity  to  present  it.  Mr.  Srrgennt  moved  that  the 
lemorial  referred  to  by  the  speaker  be  now  read,  b}- 
ave.  Mr.  Yell  objected,  and  the  house  did  not 
rder  it.  On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  moved 
y  ]\Ir.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Yell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
jays;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
I'eas  70,  nays  90.  So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
Ir.  Cambrclcng  pressed  a  motion  to  dispense  Willi 
le  private  bills,  and  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
n  the  stale  of  the  unfon,  in  order  to  take  up  a  money 
ill.  He  stated  that  drafts  to  the  amount  of  !f'COO,000, 
n  the  quartermaster's  department,  lay  over  for 
ant  of  tlie  action  of  congress.  The  motion  did 
pt  prevail. 
Mr.  Cambrcleng  gave  notice  that  he  should  renew 
16  motion  on  Monday  next. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
rivate  bills,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Mlicr- 
m  in  the  chair;  after  remaining  in  committee  for 
pme  time,  rose  and  reported  progress  upon  a  num- 
er  of  bills,  someof  wliich  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
rosseJ.  The  committee  also  reported  amendments 
J  a  number  of  bills  from  the  senate,  but  without 
^ting  furlher  upon  them.  Adjourned. 
I  Saturday,  May  19.  The  honorable  Linn  BankSj 
lember  elect  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  the  place 
,f  Mr.  Palton,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his 
cat. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  submit  a  reso- 
.jtion  for  a  post  route. 

Mr.  Craig  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
jentleman's  resolution,  but  he  must  object  lo  its  put- 
ing  aside  otiier  business,  urUess  he  and  others  could 
ave  a  similar  indulgence. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  laid  before  the  house  a  communi- 
ation  from  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  enclosing 
everal  communications  from  the  acting  qiiartermas- 
er  general,  showing  the  pressing  want  of  the  ap- 
itoprialiou  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
oslilities,  in  order  to  carry  on  with  efficiency  the 
aililary  operalions  concerleil,  and  those  now  in  pro- 
Tess.  Among  these  was  a  letter  from  the  acting 
iuarterinaster  general,  under  date  of  April  23, 183S, 
vbich  sa}'s: 

"I  have  not  been  able  to  make  a  single  remittance 
A  any  consequence  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
loslililics  for  the  last  ten  weeks,  though  the  expendi- 
ures  through  this  department  have  heretofore  ave- 
aged  full  three  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Another  letter  from  the  same  olficer,  dated  May 
..5th,  1833,  says:  "I  regret  very  much  that  it  was 
leemed  advisable  to  propose  the  appropriation  in  the 


same  minute  detail  which  was  attempted  in  the  es- 
timate, instead  of  embracing  all  the  objects  of  sup- 
ply, and  services  due  from  the  quartermaster's  de- 
[lartment,  in  the  same  amount,  under  one  general 
head,  while  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  aggregate  called 
for  is  not  more  than  will  be  required.  Some  of  the 
items  will,  no  doubt,  fall  short,  and  others  exceed, 
the  wants  of  the  service,  since  it  is  im|)ossible  to 
estimate  the  cxnenditures  for  armies  engaged  in  ac- 
tive operations  in  the  field,  under  each  separate  head, 
with  sufficient  accuracy  for  detailed  appropriations. 
In  that  enactment  inconvenience  will  be  experienc- 
ed, unless  power  be  vested  in  the  executive  to  trans- 
fer liom  one  item  to  another,  which  1  would  respect- 
fully suggest,  if  the  present  form  of  the  bill  be  re- 
tained. I  would  also  suggest  the  Icllowing  modifi- 
cations of  the  several  items,  without  affecting  the 
aggregate  amount: 

1st.  For  forage,  say  -  -  .5100,000 

2d.  For  freight,   or  transportation   of 

supplies  to  the  places  of  operation  .1oO,noo 

3d.  For  wagons,  carts,  Sic.  -  l.")(),000 

4th.  For  transportation  of  supplies 
from  the  depots  lo  the  points  of  con- 
sumplion  -  -  -  700,000 

5lh.  For  hire  of  mechanics,  laborers, 

drivers,  &.c.         -  -  -  2.50,000 

CUi.  For  transportation,  &c.  of  volun- 
teers       ....  100,000 

7lh.  For  miscellaneous  and  contingent 

charges  -  -  -  7")0,000 

Sth.  For  drafis  and  arrearages        -  1,0  1'^. COO 

Total,  corresponding  with  the  estimate 
of  the  17lh  of  March,  and  the  bill 
No.  67(7  of  the  house  of  represenfa- 


tives 


.•S.'!.7-IS.fiOO 


Rlr.  Lincoln,  from  the  cornmillee  on  public  build- 
ings and  grounds,  reported  the  folluvving  resolution, 
which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

"liesolred,  Tliat  the  house  will  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  Monday 
next,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 
of  resuming  the  consideration  of  bill  No.  70C,  to 
provide  for  removing  the  walls  of  the  treasury  build- 
ing, and  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  post  office  department." 

Mr.  I'c// and  Mr.  Camicc/cHif  simultaneously  ask- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered, 
were:  Yeas  til,  nays  77;  and  so  the  resolution  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Russell  again  asked  leave  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion presented  to  the  house  on  Thursday,  to  repeal 
the  small  note  restriction. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  R.  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which, 
being  ordered,  were  as  fidlows: 

Ylv\P-Mrssrs.  II.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  Bond,  Borden, 
i;.  .  \V.,;,  l;.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Cor- 
\\  .1;  ill  I'.  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewiu", 
r I  .  Kii  r   (Ji.ilaiid,  Ci.i.lo.  Ilali,  Hiirlaii,  Honr>;, 


ii.liiiate, 
While,  .L 
Williams, 


White,  E.  Wlmtlcsev,  L.  \Villiams, 
Y.irke— 51. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
.■Vndrews,  Alherton,  Banks,  Beatly,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Boon,  Buchanan,  Cambreleuij,  Casey,  Chapman.Cleve- 
land,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crarv.  Cushing, 
Ciishman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davcc,  l)roui20ole, 
Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrincton,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  William  Graham, 
Grandand,  Grant,  Gray,  Grifiin,  Iluley,  liawe-s,  Haw- 
kins, Havnes,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  W.  H. 
Hunter.  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  .1.  Jackson,  J.  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  .1.  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Klingensniith.  Legare,  Ijcadbetler,  Lnsan,  .1. 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McKay, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Menefc-e, 
Montiromery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  .Murray,  Navlor, 
Pcunybaeker,  Pclrikiu,  Phelps,  Potter,  Prentiss,  R'eily, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Sh(  llir,  A.  II.  Sliepperd,  Shields, 
.'^llcplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  'I'aylor, 
Tliomas,  Titus,  T"Ui-ev,  Towns,  Turnev,  WaL'ener, 
Webster.  Weeks.  T.  T.'  Whittle  .scv,  S.  \Vil!ianis,"J.  VV. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Wiillam.s,  Yell— I()l. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Boon  then  made  a  similar  motion  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolulion  to  rescind  llie 
specie  circular,  and,  forllie  first  lime,  he  said,  tisked 
for  Ihe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  B.  explained,  in  order  tlia*.  the  house  might 
vole  understandingly,  that  it  was  not  his  iiilcntion  lo 
press  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Williams,  to  instruct  the  commilt.ie  ol 
ways  and  means  to  bring  in  a  bill  o;i  the  subj  -ct,) 
but  to  present  his  own  (a joint  one  and  diricl)  as  a 
substitute.  [Mr.  Williams  staled,  some  days  ago, 
that  he  would  accept  Mr.  Boon's  as  a  mo  lificationof 
his  own,  should  the  rules  be  suspcnderl.] 


On  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas  aii^ 
nays  were  as  follows: 

VE  AS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon.  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Biichanan,  Wm.  li.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffin,  Cor- 
win,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dunn,  Edwarils,  Kvans,  F.verelt,  Ew- 
ing,  Fillmuie,  Foster,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  R.  Gar- 
land, Goode,  William  Graham.  Granlland,  Graves, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hcu- 
ly,  Herod,  II.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  ICilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  J.  M. 
Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  IMaxwell, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Milligan,  Milchell,  Mont- 
gomery, Jlorgan,  C.  Morris.  Naylor.  Noyes,  Par- 
mentor,  Patterson,  Pierce,  Pope.  Potts,' Rariden, 
Randolph,  Renchcr,  Ridgway,  Rob.rtson.  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustiirn.  She|iperd,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratlon,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Under, 
wood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Slieirod  Williams, 
J.  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell,  Yorke — 108. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatly,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Brodhcad,  Cambreleng, 
Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cusli- 
man,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan.  El- 
more, Farringlon,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Ham- 
mond, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack.son,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Klingensmilh,  Leadbetler,  Logan, 
Loomis,  .Marlin,  ftlcKav,  Abraham  McCkllan,  Mc- 
Clure, Murray,  Pennybacker,  Pelrikin,  Phelps, 
Prenliss.  Reilly,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheller,  C. 


Slupard,  Shejilor,  Spencer,  Taliaferro,  'i'ay'lori 
Thomas,  Toucey,  Turney,  Wagcner,  Webster,  J. 
W.  Williams— (-3.  •-  =        ■ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Iransmilling; 
tlie  annual  statement  of  coinmerce  and  navigation 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries  in 
the  year  ending  the  SOtli  September,  18:J7;  to  which 
are  added,  also,  certain  stalements  respecting  Ihe 
tonnage  of  Ihe  United  States  lor  Ihe  year  ending  at 
the  same  lime. 

Mr.  Whilttesi!/,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  print  10,000 
extra  copies.  Mr.  Harlan  hoped  Ihe  gentleman 
wouhl  limit  the  number  to  .-),flOO,  which  he  thought 
amply  sufficient.  ]\Ir.  Whitllncy  replied  that  10,000 
was  Ihe  usual  number  lerelolore  printed,  and  added 
that  he  knew  of  no  document  ol  more  general  in- 
terest or  intrinsic  value,  as  well  lo  Ihe  west  as  the  east. 

Mr.  Jldams  s&\i\  he  supposeil  the  genlleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Harlan)  was  in  the  predicament  of 
a  certain  king  of  Bohemia,  who  complained  that  he 
h.vl  no  seaports  in  his  dominions,  and,  therefore,  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  could  not  appreciate  the  vast  import- 
ance of  this  document,  which,  to  the  peojile  of  the 
Allanlic  slates,  was  of  very  great  importance.  Mr. 
A.  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  for  10,000  would 
prevail. 

The  motion  did  prevail,  and  10,000  copies  were 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  McMimi- 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  taken  up  on  its 
passage;  it  was,  after  a  brief  debate,  in  which  Ihe 
bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Underwood  anri  McKay, 
and  advocateil  by  Messrs.  Morgan,  S/iields,  and 
Turney,  rejected — ayes  4J,  noes  8!). 

Mr.  Soul/igaie  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote.  The 
motion  was  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  house  took  up  and  considered  several  private 
bills  reported  yesterday  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ihe  adininislralors  of 
Wharton  Quarles,  deceased,  was  passed,  w  ithout  de- 
bate or  division. 

The  senate  bill.  No.  58,  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Jordan,  deceased,  was  consider- 
ed, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  .<lllen.  of  Vermont.  On 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  division  was  19,  82. 
No  (pioruin.  The  debate  was,  nolwilhslaiidin^j,  still 
fiirlher  protracted,  the  main  objection  to  Ihe  bill  be- 
iiig  that  Jordan,  as  an  artillery  artificer,  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  commutaliun  pay  provided  by  the  bill 
under  consideration,  to  b?  paid  to  his  represcnla- 
lives.  Alter  some  further  discu.ssion  of  this  point, 
the  yeas  anrI  nays  were  again  demaniled,  ami  no 
quorum  found  lo  be  present. 

Mr.  ^'//toi  then  moved  .-.n  adjournmenl.  Mr.  li'/iil- 
i/esey,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered— 14,  47,  (one-fifth  necessary.)  Ami  tin.'  house 
decided  not  to  adjourn,  by  Ihe  following  vote:  Yeas 
46,  nays  .36.  Mr.  W/till'tcscy,  of  Ohio,  as  there  was 
no  quorum  present,  demanded  a  call  of  the  house. 
Reliiseil — Yeas  40,  nays  47.  No  quorum  voting. 
Mr.  Polls  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which  uic- 
tioii  prevailed,  and  the  house  adjouri;eil. 
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Slonday,  May  21.  The  stales  beinj^  called  in  or- 
der lor  tlie  presentation  of  petitions,  a  larjje  number 
were  presented,  which  we  shall  notice  hereafter. 

By  leave  of  the  house,  Mr.  Boon  stated  thaf  he 
had  had  a  consullalion  with  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
upon  the  subject  of  tlie  currency  resolulion,  v\hich 
he  (Mr.  B.)  Iiad  seveial  times  moved  to  lake  up  and 
consider.  Mr.  W .  liad  given  liiin  some  assurance 
that  he  was  willing  so  to  modify  his  resolution  as  to 
make  it  acceptable  to  liiinsclf  as  a  substitute  lor  the 
one  he  had  oifered,  and  wiiich  he  vvislied  to  have 
acted  on.  But  the  result  of  that  consultation  had 
been  unsuccessful,  Mr.  \V.  refusing  so  to  modify  his 
proposition  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  Mr.  B.  as  a 
aiibititute  for  Ins  own.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  other 
alternative  left  hiirt  but  to  resume  Ins  seat. 

The  coinm  ttees  bein^  about  to  be  cdled  for  re- 
ports, Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
commiltee  of  the  wliole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
generally.  Mr.  R.  Garland  moved  that  the  house 
go  into  committee  ol  Hie  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  lake  up  the  senate  pre-emption  bill.  The 
C/uir  said  that  it  would  be  lor  the  comnultee  to  de- 
cide what  bills  they  would  take  up.  Mr.  R.  Gar- 
land then  gave  notice  that,  if  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  as  proposed,  he  should 
move  to  take  up  first  the  bill  he  had  named.  Mr. 
Wiiltlescij  hoped  the  coniiniltees  would  be  called  for 
reports.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  that  could  be 
done  every  morning,  and  the  public  business  requir- 
ed immediate  attention.  Mr.  Cnslnmi-  asked  what 
etfecl  this  motion,  il  it  prevailed,  would  have  upon 
the  northwestern  territory  question,  then  under  dis- 
cussion during  the  morinng  hour?  The  Chair  said 
it  would  come  up  to-morrow  in  order.  Mr.  Evcrctl 
asked  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  intended  to  take  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  in  cominiltee  to-day?  Mr.  Cambrclene; 
responded  in  the  aiiirmative.  Mr.  Ecerclt  intended 
10|)ropoje  an  ameiidineut  to  that  bill,  the  ciiect  ol 
which,  he  hoped,  would  be  to  setlle  the  Giierolcee 
difficulty.  He  hoped  that  bill  would  not  be  taken 
lip  to-day.  The  SpeaJcer  iisked  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  of  ihe  chairman  ol  the  cunimit- 
tee  of  ways  and  means?  Mr.  Everett  oj.-cted  on  tlie 
grounds  he  had  slated.  The  Ckair  was  about  to 
coin.neiice  the  call  for  reports,  when  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng moved  a  su-pension  of  the  rule,  for  Ihe  purpose 
01  o.lering  the  motion  above  made.  Mr.  Boon  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  iiavs;  which  were  ordeied. 
Mr.  Pelrikiii  demanded  a' call  of  Ihe  house.  Not 
oidereil.  Tne  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  pievail- 
ed  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  106,  nays  37.  And 
the  house  went  into  committee  of  tlie  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair.; 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  Indi.in  ap- 
propriation bill.  Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  take 
up  the  senate  pre-einplion  bill.  And  the  queslion 
being  put  upon  the  liist  ol  these  inolions,  7iO  quorum 
voted.  The  CiaiV ordered  another  count,  (by  teller^,) 
ard  the  question  upon  taking  up  the  bill  to  suppress 
Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  18.33,  was  again  put, 
\)[it  no  qaoram  voted,  and  a  third  count  (by"  tellers) 
w.is  ordered;  and,  ho  quorum  voting,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  lact  to  the  house.  Mr  W'/iit- 
tlesey  hoped  tliat  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ol 
ways  and  means  would  allow  the  business  of  the 
house  to  proceed  as  on  Ihe  calendar.  Mr.  Petrilrin 
asked  if  Ihe  house  could  do  business  without  a  quo- 
rum? The  Chair  resjionded  in  the  negative,  and 
proceeded  to  count  the  house  133  niemheis  being 
williin  the  bar,  the  chairman  of  the  coniiniilee  of  the 
whole  resumed  the  chair.  Tne  bill  lor  Ihe  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  was  then  taken  up  and  considered. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  had  felt  embarrassed  to  know 
whetiier  to  make  a  speecli  or  not,  u|ion  this  suhjeet. 
He  had  concluded  to  make  none.  Tliis  Was  an  iiu- 
purtaiit  bill,  demanding  immediale  aclioii.  There 
was  now  a  prospect  of  the  close  of  this  disastrous 
war.  Tiiere  were  many  protested  bills  yet  to  be 
paid  for  the  suppression  of  Florida  [iidian  hostililies. 
rh{  bill,  moreovei,  provid  d  for  the  inaintenance  ot 
•  peace  and  quiet  in  Ihe  Cherokee  country. 

Mr.  C.  then  proposed  an  amenilmeiit,  reducing 
some  of  the  proposed  appropriations,  and  sent  to 
the  chair  some  olficial  and  execulive  documents  up- 
on the  subject;  which  were  rea-*. 

Mr.  Everett  slated  that,  at  Ihe  proper  lime,  he 
should  oiler  a  proposition  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

i'orihe  payinciU  to  tlic  Chcrolice  nation, 
alter  Iheireiiiigraliun,  thesuui  stipula'ed 
in  Ihe  1st  ariiele  of  the  ircaty  of  2'.)  Ii 
December,  1833,  deducting  UJ0J,t)Od 
under  the  •J.i  article,  and  &-10tJ,UOO  iii- 
vesled  under  the  lUdi  article  -      151,100,000 

Priivided,  the  L'licrukee  nation  a.sscnt  lo  n.-eeiie  i:. 
'I'o  i.iKihle  ihc  pru.-iiduiu  to  le-purehasc  ihu 
ia:i.is  cc-ud  by  the  2d  arliciu  ot  said 


2,250,000 


750,000 
300,000 


50.000 
in  this  ar- 


500,000 


not  taken  the  benefit  of  said  treaty— 
1.  For  compensation  in  full  lor  all  claims 

for  their  improvements 
S.  For  compensation  for  personal  proper- 
ty which  may  be  abandoned,  not  pro- 
V  vided  for  by  said  treaty 

3.  Fur  compensation  for  spoliations  in  full 

4.  For  commutation  for  claims  lor  pen- 
sions under  the  14ih  article    - 

Provided,  that  no  part  of  ilie  appropriatioiu 

tiele  shall  be  e.xpended,  unless  a  majoritv  of  such  Ciiero- 
kecs  shall  have  eniigraied  west  of  the  MississijDpi  by  ttie 
1st  ol  January  ne.tt;  nor  uulil  the  said  Cherokee  na- 
tion east  shall  have  agreed  so  to  receive  said  sums  in 
full  tor  said  claims. 
For  compensation  to  such  Cherokees  as 
shall  emigrate  at  their  own  expense,  by 
1st  .lanuarv  next,  at  ©33  1-3  per  head, 
(15,000  Clierokees)      - 
For  subsistence,  e.\iended  to  13  months,  to 
such  emigrants,  $50  per  head,  (15,000 
Cherokees)      ....  750,000 

Mr.  Bell  proposed  the  following  amendment: 
"Provided,  that  if  the  president  shall  ascertain  that 
all  dissaiislaction  and  further  opposition  on  the  part  of 
any_ portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the  treaty  of 
1335,  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  all'ivi:-"  ::ii  :{,],]]. 
tional  coinpensationforlandscededto  111    I    ,     ,: 

by  said  treaty,  and  that  thereby  the  jmv ,    ,    .,y 

be  saved  the  expense  of  keeping  up  ihi'  I: in;iii uv 

torce  within  the  Cherokee  country  now  couiemplaied, 
he  IS  hereby  authorized  to  apply  two  millions  of  dollars 
ol  die  sum  appropriated  hv  this  act  to  that  object.' 

Ihe  amendment  ol  Mr.  Cambreleng,  above  al- 
luded to,  was  adopted.  Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Uidered.  Mr.  £cfrf«  moved  that 
the  bill,  wilh  all  the  proposed  amendments,  be  print- 
ed.    Carried. 

Senale  bills  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilherall  and 
for  the  relief  of  Ihe  heirs  of  Dr.  Thomas  Carler,  de- 
ceased, were  severally  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 
The  senale  bill  to  repeal  certain  provisos  of  an 
els   imposing 


act  "to  aller  and  amend  the  sever 
duties  on  imporis."'  approved  the  141li  day  ot'  July, 
1832,  was  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 
The  bill  adding  another  judge  lo  this  courl,  came 
lip  on  its  Ihiid  reading,  as  proposed  lo  be  amended 
■  by  the  coinmiliee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  as 
to  make  the  term  of  office  of  the  proposed  judge, 
louryea  s,  instead  of  lor  life,  as  pro[joscd  in  tlie  b?ll! 
A  brief  discussion  ensued  on  the  proposition,  after 
'  which  the  queslion  was  taken  on  the  aineniUncnt. 
Mr.  Petrikin  askvd  for  the  yeas  and  navs  on  the 
question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reailin".  Not 
ordered.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  eiuTrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day;  and,  being  so  read,  was 
passed.  So  the  original  bill,  as  it  came  iioin'  the 
senate,  was  passed.  And  llien,  on  motion,  the  house 
adjourned. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  the  debate  between 
Messrs.  ClaJj  and  Calhmin,  and  the  documents  sub- 
initted  to  congress  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  the 
(^herokees,  we  are  reluctanlly  compelled  to  postpone 
turther  details  of  the  proceedings  of  both  houses  until 
our  ne.\t.  The  folio  .Miig  summary,  however,  compri- 
ses all  busiecss  ot  interest. 

In  llie  senale  on  Thursdni/,  the  Vice  President  pre- 
sented a  conmiunitaiion  trom  the  treasury  deparlinent, 
in  pursuance  ot  a  resolution  recently  oliered  hv  "V'r' 
Clai/,ot  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  receipt  (.f  h,,  I, 
noies  lor  revenue.  The  communication  wa,s  ■ 
and  was  understood  to  stale  that  no  new  ord.  -  i  , 
been  given  on  the  ■■::!v.-' I,  .ml  .n  i:  ,i;r|.  ,  ;,,i  ,.f  h;;:ik 
notes  was  a 
the  resunipn 
The  coniniu 

lellerfroin  ilic  dcp.uiiiient  to  pnldn;  olHcers  at  Nov 
York,  dated  April  23,  133^,  which  was  read,  and 
which  was  understood  to  sanction  the  rcceiiii  of  snecie- 
pay.,i:.J,aMk  notes  f,-,.,i,!..d;.n-.ii.. mi- ,-.  ,d  less 


In  the  senate,  yesterday,  the  navy  appropriation  bill 
was  passed,  alter  the  rejection  of  a  proposition,  made 
yesterday,  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation  for  the  exploring  expedition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up  the 
joint  resulution  oHered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  providing 
that  no  discrimination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  currency, 
or  medium  of  payment  in  the  several  branches  of  the 
public  revenue,  or  in  debts  or  dues  to  the  government, 
&c.,  when  Mr.  IV'ctster,  (Mr.  Clay  assenting,)  offered 
the  amendment  before  proposed  to  be  offered  by  hira 
as  follows:  ' 

Strike  out  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  after  the 
enacuii^  clause,  and  insert.  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  con- 
tiiue^in  hrei?,  a  ly  gen^rtd  or 'er  «'.hi:h  shad  create 
anydifiereiice  between  the  different  branches  of  reve- 
nue, as  to  ihe  funds  or  medium  of  paymeni,  in  which 
debisor  dues,  accruing  to  the  United  States,  may  be  paid. 

Mr.  Claii,  of  Ky.,  expressed  his  indifference  as  to 
which  torm  ol  the  resolulion  should  prevail,  but  argued 
at  some  length  in  support  of  tlie  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished by  It.  Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  great  length  in  fa- 
vor  of  the  specie  circular,  and  against  Mr.  Clay's  reso- 
luuon.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  senate  so  to  modify  his  resolulion  as  to 
make  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  a  part  of  it,  and  to 
strike  out  the  words  "and  shall  be  subsequendy  disburs- 
ed (ihe  bank  notes)  in  a  course  of  public  expenditure,  to 
ail  public  creditors  who  were  willing  to  receive  them." 
1  his  omission  Mr.  C.  had  found  would  render  the  re- 
solution more  acceptable  to  some  senators,  and  he  did 
not  regard  the  clause  as  specially  important. 

Mr.  Calhoun  objecting,  ihe  modification  could  not  be 
niade.  Mr.  Morris  spoke  wilh  gieat  decision  in  favor 
of  the  specie  circular  in  its  operations,  past,  present 
and  to  come,  and  moved  an  adjournment.  Ncatived 
--Ayes  19,  noes  20.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  "Morris, 
Mr.  Webster  modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out 
'funds,"  and  inserting  money. 

Mr.  W.'s  amendment,  so  modified,  was  then  adopt- 
Mr.  Clay  moved  to  strike  out  the 
req  linn,'  bank  nJtes  to  be  paiii 
ing  to  receive  them.  On  the  call 
as  and  nays  were  ordered;  who  , 
;in  lo  move  to  strike  out  the 
"I  ihe  latter  clause  of  the  resolu- 
I  iving  of  bank  notes, 
lowed,  in  which  Messrs.  Wright, 
King,  Cluy,  of  Ky.,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Morris,  and 
Buchanan  panic  pated;  and  without  any  further  action 
on  the  subject,  the  senate  adjourned. 

The  house  of  representatives  on  Tuesday  was  chiefly 
occupied  on  the  queslion  of  referring  the  message  of 
the  president,  and  the  communication  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  m  reference  to  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees', 
inseried  in  this  dav's  prorredinrrs  of  ihe  senate.  It 
ctmscd  n  V,  rv  nnirn  1-.  ft,  !  :,i  .'.  ■.■:[,. nv  debate— finally. 
It  was  I  i    :      ,    '  ■       ■  •  .  ,  ,       ,,  |„,  printed. 

On  W.  :  :  ,    ,  ,  ,:.  .levotrdtothe 

consider,'  ...  ;,  ...  .  ,  i.inii;:..  ,,|  i,,.  y.],,,],.^  „,  the  bill  for 
the  suppression  ot  Indian  h.jstihaes;  but,  before  the  dis- 
cussion was  concluded,  the  coimnittee  rose,  hnd  the 
house  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  a  call  of  tlie  hoi    ,  h.i.t,;  ,  t,,  ,  „  ,„.^]^j.. 
ed,  a  moli.jn  of  Mr.  Garland, u\  I      ,  ,        ,        ,  .t  was 
to  ascertain  where  were  the  ten  .  '  ,  .    ;  naving 

been  proceeded  in  unlil  it  \\i:t  ... ,  ,r.......  d  liiat  133 

members  were  present,  the  call  was  suspeiiued. 

Mr.  Hoffman  then  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  lact  that  a  very  exceptionable  docu- 
n.-iT  liad  been  ordered  lo  be  printed,  and  was  ycster- 
'  .1  1  I.I  on  the  table.  He  referred  to  a  message' of  die 
:.    ...  ;it  of  the  United  States  enclosing  coimnmiica- 

.:^  ii..m  the  secretaries  of  state  and  the  treasurv.  in 
luiion  of  inrjuiiv,  adopted  on  the'30th 


rdeba 


ed,  without  disse 
words  quoted  abj 
to  th.jse  wdio  wryr 
of  Mr,  ir.  ;..,',/,:'„ 
also  SUM.  .     ! 

whole   ).   I    :   :    ,■    ., 

lion  relll;;.      ;..  .!,.■ 

On  th 


t'lid  of  I  April,  \Vii,  callinafi 

banks.  !  which  the  deportation  of 

py  ol  a  I  try  had  b.?en  carried   .  :i 

■"  '^'"-    two  extracts  from  the  .N 

which  there  was  nothi.i; 

of  inquiry,  bul  which  e..i, 

leiU  denunciations  of  the 

cily  of  New  York.     M: 


i.dw-  10 


■'■'■'"  I"  "1  i'e  l.iid  on 
I  I.e  did  nut  know  whe- 
a-ion  making  it  neces- 
ecietaiy  of  the  treasnr)-, 
or  instructions  had  been 
The  fict  had  now  ap- 


iiation  as  to  the  extent  to 
111   pani'rrs  to  this  coun- 

.1'  .'.-.:  iiii.iit  contained 

■  Tiii'li-Teller,"in 

i    .  .    '  ii;  i.i  ilic  subject 

"1   .;i.j:.)iiions  and  vio- 

r  and  city  council  of  the 
commented,  in  sirong 

tsii.jn,  and  e.vpiessed  his 

i.. "!..;.  •:..,  1.,,  .i.iciit 


given  to  any  of  the  cjfectors. 
peared  that  they  did  receive  at  Nov.-  Yorli 
specic-payius  banks;  and  Mr.  C.  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  had  a  letter  in  his  drawer  inibrminf  him 
that,  on  lesuniption  the  notes  of  specie  pa vini;  banks 
ueie  i.i  lie  received  and  disbursed  m  pamieiu  of  the 


For  j.i.iyments  to  ihc  Cherokee  nation  fur 
the  benefit  of  the  Giierokees  who  have 


500.000 


Tiie  cuuimunication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  nioii.in  of  Mr.  While  the  nies,snge  of  the  p-esi- 
'-     ■■  ■•'■■''  ^■"   '   iiiiiniiinraii..n  ol'  ihe  sceretary  of  war 

'" '    ■"■  ■.-.u..v;,l  „f  Ihc   fh,.roke.-s.  wtis  re- 

1;  I      ........  tiiiiieeon  Indian   ullairs.     Tiie  bill  for 

,  "  '  "  ',',.;"  "'  I'"-'.  <-'Uiiiberland  road  was  passed 
l.yavueol  -J  to  13,_,t  w tis  then  sent  lo  ihe  h.juse 
a..<l  subsequenty  returned  wilh  an  amendment,  in 
which  Ihu  .se.iate  coaeiirrcd.  Some  time  was  spe.it  in 
eonsideniitMlie  b.l!  malun-  appropnaduns  for  the  n.ival 
sxirvice  lur  I83^  b,,.,  ^.  uh.ml  coming  lo  a  decision  upon 
Jit,  the  senale,  alter  anc.xccuiivc  session,  adjourned. 


terms,  upon  the  e.xtrac 
opinion  that  it  was  a 
could  not  have  been 
marks,  which  shall  be 
his  intention  to  ulil;',  i 


■'•■••;'■'  '■'  ■■}■  ■  •■'  ••■■<■  111.1' TtatK.nol  l.if.'.gii  pau 
peij,  1.JIH  iiie  eo.js.uciaiion  cl  ihe  e.xtrncis  nterrcd  lo, 
and  tliat  they  be  returned  to  the  president.  He  then 
moved  that  the  resolulion  he  made.  Mr  Beatli/  ub- 
ff '^i^r '■'"  ™<fePti"h  of  the  resolution  at  this  luiie. 
Mr  HuJImi.n  moved  a  suspension  of  ihe  rules  i,,  enable 
hiinto„t,,r  It  This  nonce  caused  coirsi.i,  mble  die- 
cussioii;  but  the  liou.so  refu.sed  to  snspc.;,!  the  rules. 
Ur.Tlwmoscn  ihen  ofiiT.  d  n  r.-s..ln.i.'n  ,.  ::.  -...im  die 
president  to  inform  ihc  h       .   .   i,    i    ;    ^  ..svrre 

coinmunicaicd  to  the  I,.-     .    ',  ,.;   ,  v  Sich 

beingobjccicd  to,  hem.i\.  I  ,■,  :  ,;  .,  .  ,  t  'i.  niles! 
L.'st.  Several  rep.jrts  having  beei  nccivel  from  coni- 
mitices  il,e  h.ui.'je  went  into  committee  of  die  whole, 
and  '■^■■1    •■"  ■'-    '    '  ■       '  .,.,.,' 


up  lb, 


die  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
u.iL.cs.  .v.ier  sometime  spent  theiein  the  coinmittoe 
rose,  and  ha,l  leave  to  sil  ayain.  The  house  nc.xi  took 
np,  and  c,.n..-uiitd  111  ilie  senate's  amendment  to  th* 
(-■imibcrland  road  bill,  and  tlicn  adjourned. 
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The  SPECIE  CIRCCLAR.  A  joint  rosolutiori,  virnmlly  re- I  nenrtiess  of  banks  in  most  seaports,  be  taken,  and 
pealing  the  specie  circular  of  .Inly,  1836,  has  iinsscd  ca.sily  e.Nebani;ed  bcl'ore  niakin?  payments,  yet,  Irnin 
both  houses  ot'  congress  by  large  niajoritits,  and,  hav-  the  remoteness  of  many  Liid  olKeos  from  banks,  tiiis 
ing  been  signed  by  the  president,  is  now  a  law  of  the  could  not  be  eliecied  there  without  much  delay  and  ex- 
land.  In  pursusnce  of  that  law  the  seeret.uy  of  the  pensc;  and  as  uniformity  is  now  required,  the  provision 
treasury  has  addre.-<sed  the  circular,  inseried  below,  lo   must  be_  made  general 


the  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  money: 

CIRCOLAR   FROM  THE  TREASt;RY  DEPAKT.MEXT. 
To  i:U  coiiectors  and  receivers  of  public  money: 

Trtasunj  department^  June  1,  1S3S. 

By  a  resoliiiion,  pas.sed  the  31st  idiimo,  congress  lias 
declared  "  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  .secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  make  or  to  continue  in  force,  any 
general  order,  which  shall  create  any  ditierence  be- 
tween the  (ti.'ierent  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  mo- 
ney or  medium  of  pavmeni  in  which  debts  or  dues,  ac- 
cruing to  the  L'ui'ed  S:aie-,  uny  be  paid,'' 

To  carry  this  re.'^olutiun  into  elioii,  it  has  become  ne- 
cessary to  issue  new  insiruciioiis  to  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  money. 

By  the  present  laws  specie  and  treasury  notes  alone 
are  e.Kpres.-!ly  maile  receivable  for  all  kinds  of  public 
dues,  and  you  will  at  course  continue  to  lake  tlieni  till 
otherwise  I'n-crueied. 

A  circular  was  issued  under  the  direction  ot  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  on  the  Ilih  of  July,  1836, 
which,  after  a  certain  period  prohibited  any  currency 
from  being  taken  in  payment  of  the  public  lands  e.\cepi 
specie. — no  authority  for  the  isstie  of  treasury  notes  be- 
ing then  in  existence. 

This  circular  did  not  order  any  different  medium  to 
betakcii  for  duties — ye^^  the  various  reasons  contained 
in  it  were  not  applicable  to  the  revenue  from  customs, 
and  a  practice  had  existed  before  and  has  been  contin- 
ued since,  to  receive  bank  notes  of  a  certain  character 
in  payment  of  duties. 

In  this  condition  of  thin^,  and  without  any  new  le- 
gii^lanon,  either  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  circular 
to  every  branch  of  the  revenue,  or  to  abolish  the  prac- 
tice of  taking  bank  no'esfjrany  branch  of  it,  congress, 
directed,  by  the  resolution  above  quoted,  that  no  diHer-' 
enceordiscriuiination  shall  be  created  or  coniiniied  in 
force  by  any  general  order  emanating  from  this  depart- 
ment. It  hxs  thus  been  made  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  either  to  require  the  col- 
lection of  the  whole  revenue,  in  all  its  branches,  in  g*)ld, 
or  silver,  or  treasury  note.«,  or  to  pcrniit,  under  such  re- 
stricio.ns  as  the  existing  laws  impose,  and  as  the  safety 
of  the  public  nuney  may  seem  to  reiuire,  the  accept- 
ance of  batik  notes,  tor  lands  sold  as  well  as  for  other 
public  dues. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  on  some  accounts,  that 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  general  goverement 
shall  be  in  the  currency  provided  in  the  constitution, 
and  however  inexpedient  it  may  be  to  give  undue  en- 
couragement to  a  ailforent  currency,  which  by  its  fluc- 
tuaiiotis  in  quanrity  and  value  often  renders  the  wa^cs 
of  labor  U'.icertaiji,  gives  instabiUty  to  the  value  of  pro- 
perty, and  thus  enables  the  artful  to  accumulate  wealth 
at  tlie  expense  of  the  unwary,  it  is  not  believed  that  this 
department  cati  find  a  sufficient  warrant  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  or  in  the  pubhc  opinion,  to  justi- 
fy the  sudden  and  total  exclusion  at  this  time  of  the 
notes  of  spee'e  paying  banks  from  reception  for  pubhc 
dues  of  every  descrijiiion. 

Important  changes  have  also  taken  place  since  July, 
1836,  in  the  condition  of  the  banks  and  of  business  ge- 
nerally, which  have  diminished  the  necessity  for  unusu- 
al checks  on  excesses  and  o'.eracttons. 

Inliuenced  by  these  co  isiderations,  and  by  a  desire 
to  accommodate  the  ptiblic  debtors  as  far  is  compatible 
with  the  restrictions  of  law  and  the  safety  of  the  pecu- 
niary interests  committed  to  my  care,  I  feel  bound  to 
enforce  the  uniformity  now  required,  by  availing  my- 
self of  the  permission  given  in  the  resolution  ot  1816, 
to  receive  the  notes  of  bank,  and  by  extending,  under 
suitable  limitations,  the  receipt  of  such  notes  equally  to 
all  branches  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  limitations  as  to  the  character  of  the  notes  re- 
ceivable, will  be  such  as  are  required  by  express  laws, 
or  by  necessary  implicarion.  Some  of  these  hmitations 
have  alv/ays,  except  at  one  brief  interval,  been  adopted 
in  practice  since  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  and 
are  deemed  essential  to  maintain  a  sound  currency,  so 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  trade  and  a  healthy 
state  o{  public  morale.  Others  have  been  introduced 
more  recently  to  promote  fiscal  convenience,  the  pubhc 
security,  and  an  equal  standard  of  value. 

1st.  You  will  in  conformity  to  the  obvious  intent  of 


3J.  Nor  win  you  accept  bank  notes  of  any  denomi- 
nation, unless  the  .same  be  "payable,  on  demand,  in 
"old  and  silvei*  coin,  iit  the  plmv   vhirc  isxuvd,''  and 

equivalent  to  ,«pecie  at  the  place  where''  received,  as 
is  substantially  requireil  by  the  last  lueiiiioiieil  act  in 
respect  to  payments.  These  requireiiiciiis  can,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  department,  be  enforced  with  greater 
ceriainiy,  and  nnncee.ssary  risk  and  loss  more  sm'ely 
avoided,  by  confining  the  receipt,  as  has  been  the  usage 
at  some  former  periods,  to  the  notes  of  banks  siiiiateil 
within  your  state,  and  in  the  adjciiiiin^'  >;:i'.  .  The .  i,  ,1- 
il  of  these  notes  e;m  usuallv  \n-  b.sl  Iv-m.u  i;— i-.i:iiii.r- 
feits  of  them  more  etisily  ,le iected-:iii,l  -irnml.  ,o,ir,! 
for  them  with  less  deltiy  wlieii  it  is  rallied  It  ihiIi'h 
purposes. 

4th.  You  will  not  take  the  notes  of  any  bank  wlmli, 
since  the  Iih  of  July,  183fl,  has  issued  "any  iioti-  or  bill 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars;"'  the  notes  oi 
all  such  banks  being  expressly  excluded  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  23d  June,  1S36. 

Great  care  will  be  expected  from  you  in  carryin"  into 
effect  this,  and  all  former  circulars  still  in  force;  and  par- 
Ucularly  is  it  enjoined  that  receivers  be  vigilant  to  fur- 
nish every  facility  lo  the  ic^i.sters  for  making  the  month- 
ly cxatmnatioi-.  1.1  I\  ii.|uired,  of  the  funds  and 
vouchers  on  h.i        ,,  i  i  nid  against  theimposition 

upon  the  land  ..i  i    .      .  notes  not  safe  or  equiva- 

lent to  specie,  ami  iio;  \M_i:  l^uown  to  be  receivable,  ac- 
cording 10  the  tplnt  oftlie.se  instructions,  and  the  man- 
ifest intentions  of  the  acts  of  congress,  which  they  are 
designed  to  enforce. 

Respectfully, 

LlVI  WoODBtRV, 

Secrdary  of  the  trensurtj. 

OFFICLiL — TRE.VSURV    NOTES. 

Treastinj  department^  Jane  I,  183S. 

The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the 
act  of  12ih  of  October,  1837.  has  been  issued  by  the 
treasurer,  viz:  ■  -  -  SIO.OOO.OOJ 

Of  that  amount  there  has  been  re'urned  to 
the  treasury  for  duties  and  lands,  and  in 
pavment  of  dcbLs  to  tlie  United  Stales, 
about  ...  -  C,000,00() 


Leaving  $1,000,000 
The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  day  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  21st  Mav,   183,8,  amount  to 
8300,307  23. 

Levy  Woodbi-ry, 
Serrelary  of  the  treasury. 

The  "Hichmnnd  Enqulrei"  of  yesterday,  after  con- 
gratulating its  readers  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
rescinding  the  specie  circular,  says — "the  restjlution, 
upon  the  face  of  it,  only  docs  away  the  discrimination 
between  the  monies  to  be  received  for  public  lands  and 
customs;  but  mjmmt  of  fuel,  it  will  supersede  the  call 
fbr  specie  in  the  payment  of  the  public  lands — as  it  is 
sufficiently  obvious,  at  present,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  will  not  resort  to  a  general  requisition  fiir 
specie.  Tiie  resolution  was  voicd  for  accordingly  on 
that  principle. 

There  can  he  litde  doubt,  this  measure  will  smooth 
the  way  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
western,  northwestern,  and  southwestern  banks.  The 
Detroit  banks  complain  that  their  resumpuon  is  em- 
barrassed by  the  specie  circular,  which  drains  the 
banks  there  to  buy  lands.  This  complaint  will  now 
he  removed — and  a  new  impulse  will  be  communicaterl 
to  the  recuperative  energies  of  all  the  solvent  western 
banks. 

New  York  money  jiarket.  The  New  York  Gazette 
of  Thursday,  savs:  "Exchange  on  England  is  gettuig 
up.  Prime  bills  on  London  are  held  at  8  per  cent. 
"The  Sampson  and  Orpheus,  which  arrived  yeslei-da\-, 
hroughta  large  amountof  specie;  and,  as  our  last  dates 
from  England  informed  that  accounts  liad  been  received 
from  New  York  of  the  fall  of  exchange  to  4  1-2  per 
cent.,  we  may  expect  still  further  imports  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  by  the  next  packets.  Drafts  on  Philadel- 
phia sold  yesterday  at  2  per  cent,  discount." 


the  resolution  of  131G,  take  such  bank  notes  only  as  -  .  ... 

are  "payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  legal  curren-  cin'  on    Tuesday   last,  via  Norfolk.    On  noticing 

cy  of  the  United  States.''  arrival  of  Gen.  J.  the  "Globe'"  says;  "  We  believe 

2d.     You  will  receive  none  of  a  less  denomination  w-ar  in  Florida   may  now  be  considered   at 


Gen.  Jesup,  accompanied  by  his  aids,  arrived  in  this 
_       .        ,  .     „    ,  „       ^  '-the 

the 

_,.     .  _.    __.  nd. 

than  twenty  dollars;  the  reception  of  all  smaller  denom  There  are  but  a  small  band  of  Mickasukies,  and  only 
inations  being  virtuallv  prohibited  bv  the  second  sec-  a  single  chief  of  note,  still  absconding  in  the  swainps. 
lion  of  the  act  of  April  14th,  1836,  which  forb.ds  their  Gun.  .Tesup  has  taken  altogether  about  seventeen  hun- 
being  paid  out  to  any  creditor  of  the  United  States.  I  dred  of  these  banditti,  and  among  them_  tho  most  in- 
Thoug'a  smaller  notes  offered  for  duties  coiild,  from  the  I  fluential,  daring,  and  mischievous  chiefs.'' 
Vol.  LIV.— Sig.   14. 


Ae.Kirei.Tt  R\i.  lAiR.  The  ngricultural  society  of 
Kriit  county,  .Maryland,  proposes  to  give,  at  the  next 
annual  fair,  a  premium  of  a  silver  cup  for  the  best  aero 
of  corn  and  wheat;  al.so  nreiniums  for  the  best  colt  not 
more  than  two  years  old,  the  bi'St  calf,  the  best  homo 
made  carpet,  for  the  best  home-made  siordungs,  tho 
best  home-made  cloth,  the  best  sample  of  butler,  tho 
best  sewing  silk,  for  the  best  crop  of  timothy  and  clover, 
on  one  acre,  the  best  crop  uf  sugar  beet.s,  liiang.  I  wurt- 
zell,  rata  baga,  and  polat.H.'.s  on  oiic-fourtli  of  an  acre; 
the  best  boar,  sow,  ram,  ewe,  &.c. 

Maiot.  On  the  24ih  ult.  the  governor  and  council 
met  to  examine  the  returns  of  votes  for  member  of  con- 
gress for  Oxford  district,  in  place  of  the  late  Ao7i.  T.  J. 
Carter,  deceased.  Tlie  whole  number  of  voles  rctum- 
(d  air  8,321. 

For  Virgil  Delphini  Parris,  (Van  IJuren,)       4,319 
.V.  S.  I.iitlefield,  ••  IIJG 

.losei.h  G.Cole,  "  60 

.ludiih  Dana,  "  3 

li.  K.  Goodenow,  (conservative,)  30 

Scattering:  (for  12  different  persons,)  23 


Zadi>z  I,ong 


(Whig,) 


4.C31 

3,600—3,690 


Van  Burcn  plurality,  including  conservative  and  scat- 
tering. 
The  majoriiv  for  V.  D.  Parris  is  187.    His  plurality 

overall  others 377. 
According  to  the  official  list,  the  voles  in  the  district, 

wheii_Mr.  Carter  «as  elected,  were  as  follows: 


For  Timothy  J.  Carter,  (Van  Buren,) 
Joseph  Tobin,  " 

Alfred  Prince, 
Joseph  G.  Cole, 
Anio5  Nourse,  " 

Oliver  Bolster, 


4,165 
231 
55 
44 
3 
2 


4,550 


2,116 


For  Oliver  Ilerrick,  (svhig,) 

George  Evans,  " 

James  Broolis  " 

Van  Buren  plurality, 

Hon.  Jame!  S.  Conway,  governor  of  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, arrived  in  this  city  on  Thursday  last. 

Fro.m  Texas.  New  Orleans,  Mar/  20.  The  steam 
packet  Columbia  arrived  yesterday  m  three  days  from 
Pexas.  Congress  was  in  session,  but  in  daily  expecta- 
tion of  adjourniii".  President  Houston  had  dechned 
executing  the  land  patents,  in  a  communication  to  con- 
gress, explaining  his  incws  at  length.  The  Banner  re- 
marks, the  course  of  the  execuuve  had  been  severely 
censured  by  some,  but  it  is  thought  his  explanation  will 
be  deemed  salisfactory. 

At  a  ball  lalelv  given  at  Bexar,  a  rencontre  took  place 
between  major  Tinsley  and  Eugene  Navarro,  which 
resulted  in  tlic  death  of  both.  'Tinsley  shot  Navarro 
with  a  pistol,  but  was  killed  himself  by  a  bowie  knife 
in  the  hands  of  his  expiring  aniaranist.  We  have  not 
learned  the  immediate  cause  of  the  affraj-,  but  under- 
stand that  an  old  feud  existed  between  the  parties. 

From  England.  By  the  packet  ship  Orpheus, 
from  Liverpool,  and  the  Sampson  from  London, 
the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  atul  Enquirer  has 
received  London  papers  to  the  Island  Liverpool  to 
the  2d  of  May.  They  are  totally  destitute  of  any 
political  intelligence  which  would  be  of  interest 
here.  The  British  parliament  is  again  in  session,  but 
its  proceedings  are  chiefly  confined  to  local  matters. 
The  coronation  of  the  queen  is  postponed  to  the 
28th  Juno,  audit  appears  definitively  settled 'hat 
this  ceremony  is  to  be  conducted  on  the  reduced 
scale  of  expenditures  observed  at  the  coronation  of 
William  IV — reduced  at  least  in  compari.'on  with 
that  which  took  place  on  the  coronation  of  George 
IV.  Mr.  Biddle's  letter  to  Mr.  ,\dams  was  receiv- 
ed on  the  30th  of  April.  The  London  pajiers  were 
much  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Jaudon  and 
the  U.  S.  Bank.  Lord  Palmerston  took  occasion, 
at  a  dinner  given  him  by  his  electors  at  Tveriton, 
to  compliment  the  course  of  our  government  in  re- 
lation to  the  Canadian  revolt.  The  discussion  of 
the  two  prominent  questions  before  the  chamber  of 
deputies  of  France — the  establishment  of  a  grand 
system  of  railroads  communicating  with  the  capital 
and  the  conversation  of  the  live  per  cent  ctock— 
has  been  delayed  until  the  first  week  in  May. 

From  Spain  the  accounts  are  of  the  same  unde- 
cided character  that  they  have  been  for  this  long 
time  past. 
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Sir  Francis  Head.  The  Liverpool  Ciirom- 
cle  hokis  the  lollowing  language  in  regard  to  sir 
Francis  Heart,  His  honor  was  quite  loo  fiery  lor 
the  occasion,  and  we  thinii  he  is  beginning  to  find 
it  out.  [-^'A-  -^<^''- 

Sir  Francis  Head  closed  the  Upper  Canadian 
legislative  session  on  the  Clh  ot  March,  in  a  long 
speech,  teeming  with  the  most  outrageous  and  stu- 
pid bombast.  This  weak  headed  liinctionary  has 
not  closed  his  inglorious  career  in  the  Uppei  pro- 
vince without  adiiing  Iresh  fuel  to  the  flame,  which 
his  egri-gious  folly  enkindled  among  the  peojile  of 
the  Uniieil  States.  It  will  be  recollected  that  his 
opening  speech  in  December  last,  ^ave  great  otl'ence 
by  ihe  gratuitous  attack  which  he  made  therein  on 
the  Americans,  en  masse,  for  aiding  and  abetting 
the  Canadian  insurgents. 

In  his  closing  address  to  the  provincial  parlia- 
ment, he  repeats  his  charge  against  them  in  aggra- 
vated terms,  although  he  must  have  known  that  the 
bulk  of  tlie  United  States  cilizeiis  have,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  onlbreak,  been  warmly  in 
favor  of  the  British  ijoveniment,  and  the  contin- 
innce  of  its  authority  in  the  Canadas — the  dissen- 
tients being  contined  lo  a  han.ll'ul  of  restless  and 
desp-'rate  adventurers  on  the  frontier  states.  In 
the  lace  of  this  fact,  however,  he  notonly  launches 
his  anathemas  against  the  nation  collectively,  but 
aifects  to  sneer,  in  his  small  way.  at  their  republi- 
can form  of  government,  as  contrasted  with  the 
bsauties  of  monarchical  institutions.  This,  as  may 
be  expected,  has  roused  Jonathan's  bile.lieightened 
by  the  memory  of  the  outrage  comniilted  on  the 
steamboit  Caroline  and  its  crew,  sanctioned  as  it 
was  by  this  booby  governor. 

To  mak?  the  matter  worse,  at  the  very  moment 
wh?n  sir  Francis  Head  was  thus  insanely  commit- 
ting himself,  a  correspondence  was  passing  betw^-en 
the  British  ambassador,  at  Washington,  and  Mr. 
Forsyth,  the  American  secretary  of  state,  touching 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  in 
question,  hy  a  Canadian  force  on  the  American  side 
ol  Ihe  Niagara.  It  appears,  from  the  correspon- 
dence, that  the  American  govern. nent  is  determined 
not  to  let  this  ad'air  rest,  a  remonstrance  having 
been  addressed  on  the  subject  to  the  British  go- 
vernment. We  do  not  anticipate  that  any  thing 
serious  will  arise  out  of  the  ad'air;  but  we  must  do 
sir  Francis  Bond  Head  the  credit  of  saying  that  /ih 
exertions  have  not  been  wauling  to  fan  it  into  a 
flame. 


Fro.ii  the   Globe. 
RE.MOVAL  OF  THE  CiIEROKEES. 
Miijnr  general  Scotl,  of  Ihe  United  Slates  army  sends 
lu  the  Ckerokce  people,  remaining  in  North  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,    Tennessee   and  Jllabama,  this  ad- 
dress. 

Cheroicees!  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  sent  ine,  with  a  poA'erliil  army,  to  cause  you, 
in  obedience  to  the  treaty  of  1.S35,  to  join  that  |iart 
of  your  people  wlio  are  already,  established  in 
prosp 'rity  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi. — 
linliappily,  the  two  years  which  were  allowed  for 
the  purpose,  you  have  suifered  to  pass  aiv.iy  with- 
out folloA'ing,  and  without  making  any  preparation 
to  Iblloiv,  and  now,  or  by  the  time  that  this  soL'inn 
address  shall  reach  your  distant  settlements,  the 
emigration  must  b3  commenced  in  haste,  but,  1 
hope,  without  disorder.  I  have  no  power,  bv  grant- 
ing a  farther  delay,  lo  correct  the  error  that  you 
hav.;  committed.  The  full  moon  of  May  is  already 
on  the  wane,  and  before  another  shall  have  passed 
away,  every  Clierokee,  man,  woman,  and  child,  in 
those  states,  mustbe  in  motion  to  join  tlieirbrethren 
ill  the  far  west. 

3Ti/  friends:  This  is  no  sudden  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  president,  whoin  you  and  I  must 
now  obey.  By  the  treaty  the  emigration  was  to 
have  lu  ni  co.iipleted  on  or  before  the  2.Sd  of  this 
month;  and  the  president  has  constantly  kept  vou 
wirned,  during  the  two  years  allowed,  through'  all 
his  olRcers  and  agents  in  this  country,  that  the 
treaty  would  be  enforced. 

I  am  come  to  carry  out  that  determination.  My 
troops  already  occupy  many  positions  in  the  coun- 
try that  yoii  are  to  abandon,  and  thousands  and 
thousands  are  approaching,  from  every  quarter,  lo 
rentier  resistance  anil  escape  alike  hopeless.  All 
these  troops,  regular  and  militia,  are  your  friends. 
Receive  them  and  confide  in  them  as 'such.  Obey 
them  wlien  they  tell  you  that  you  can  remain  no 
longer  in  this  country.  Soldiers  are  as  kind  hear- 
ted as  brave,  anil  the  desire  of  every  one  of  us  is 
to  execute  our  painful  duty  in  mercy.  We  are 
commanded  by  the  president  to  act  towards  you  in 
that  spirit,  and  such  is  also  the  wish  of  the  whole 
people  of  Am?rica. 

Chiefs,  head-men  and  ivarnors!  Will  you,  then, 
by  resistence,  compel  us  to  resort  to  arms?    God 


forbid!  Or  will  yon,  by  flight,  seek  to  hide  your- 
selves in  mountains  and  forests,  and  tlins  oblige  us 
to  hunt  you  down?  Remember  that,  in  pursuit,  it 
may  be  impossible  to  avoid  conflicts.  The  blood 
of  the  white  man,  or  the  blood  of  the  red  man,  may 
be  spilt,  and  if  spilt,  however  accidentally,  it  may 
be  impossible  for  the  discreet  and  humane  among 
you,  or  among  us  to  prevent  a  general  \\ar  and  car- 
nage. Think  of  this,  my  Cherokee  brethren!  I 
am  an  old  warrior,  and  have  been  present  at  many 
a  scene  of  slaughter;  but  spare  me,  I  beseech  you. 
the  horror  of  witnessing  the  destruction  of  the 
Cherokees. 

Do  not,  I  invito'  you,  even  wait  for  the  close  ap- 
proach of  the  troops;  but  make  such  preparations 
for  emigration  as  you  can,  and  hasten  to  this  place, 
to  Ross's  landing,  or  to  Gunfer's  landlns:,  where 
you  all  will  be  received  in  kindness  by  officers  se- 
lected for  the  purpose.  You  will  find  food  for  all, 
and  clothing  for  the  destitute,  at  either  of  those 
places,  and  thence,  at  your  ease  and  in  comfort,  be 
transported  to  your  new  homes  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty. 

This  is  the  address  of  a  warrior  to  warriors. — 
Mav  his  entreaties  be  kindly  received,  and  may  the 
God  of  both  prosper  the  Americans  and  Cherokees, 
and  preserve  them  long  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  each  other! 

WiN'FiELD  Scott. 

Cherokee  Agency,  May  10,  183S. 


no  doubt  think  I  li.ive  acteii  properly  to  decline 
being  a  candidate,  and  readdy  excuse  me.  1  am, 
sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient   servant, 

A.  M.  Jenkins. 
Edii-ardsville,  JprillO,  1838. 


ILI>II\'OIS— POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTER   01-'  A.    M.  JENKINS. 

To  the  editor  of  ihe  B^ickwoodsnifin. 

Mr.  Russell.  In  your  paper  of  the  lolh  insfani, 
I  find  an  article  relative  to  the  candidate  for  governor 
at  the  ensuing  August  election,  in  which  my  name 
is  brouihl  belbre  the  public  as  the  probable  candi- 
date for  thai  office,  to  be  run  bv  the  iiarty  in  favor 
of  Ihe  adininislration  of  Mr.  Van  Biiren,  and  in 
wliich  it  is  said  "the  eyes  of  the  parly  are  turned  to- 
wards me  with  Ihe  anxious  hope  that  I  will  lake  the 
field,  and  that,  injuslice  to  my  fellow-cilizens,  I 
ought  at  once  to  acquaint  them  of  my  determina- 
tion." I  have,  also  been  called  upon,  from  different 
parts  of  the  state,  by  individuals,  some  in  person,  and 
otiiers  by  letter,  to  become  a  candidate  for  Ihe  same 
office. 

Were  I  under  the  present  call  to  become  a  candi- 
date, I  must,  of  course,  be  run  by  Ihe  Van  Buren 
party,  the  call  upon  me  being  fi-om  that  quarter;  be- 
sides, the  other  parly  have  a  candidate,  with  whom 
Ihcy  are  satisfied.  I  must  expect  lo  be  voted  for  by 
them,  and,  if  elected,  be  elecled  by  them;  and,  were 
I  to  conci'al  my  sentiments,  or  remain  silent  and  per- 
mit them  to  elect  me  under  the  b  lief  that  I  was  still 
with  them  in  sentiment,  it  would  amount  to  an  ac- 
knowledgm-'iit  on  my  pari  that  I  was.  Honesty  on 
my  pjit,  and  justice  towards  Iheui  as  a  party,  would 
require  of  me  that  I  should,  so  far  as  I  took  any  ])art 
in  the  politics  of  the  general  government,  supjiyrt 
and  sustain  them.  - 

No  man  could  be  more  proud  Iban  I  would  to  be 
governor  of  this  young  and  flourishing  slate.  I 
should  consid.-r  it  the  greatest  honor,  almost,  that 
could  be  conferred  unon  me  by  any  people:  but  if  I 
ever  should  arrive  at  that  honor,  I  wish  to  do  it  hon- 
estly; and.  Were  I  topraclise  any  deception  upon  my 
lellow-cit  zens  in  regard  to  my  sentiments,  by  which 
I  mi^ht  by  possibility  be  elected  to  that  office,  I 
should  consider  myselfunworlhy  to  fill  it.  C.mdor  on 
my  part,  and  justice  ttiea-ds  the  'respectable  pirl/  with 
U'honi  I  have  formerly  acted  in  good  faith,  who  now. 
lo  some  extent,  seem  inclined  to  elevate  me  sh'l  more, 
require  of  me  to  mike  known  to  them,  thus  publicly, 
that  my  mind  i?  undergone  a  material  change  ai  to  the 
policy  pursued  bi/  Ihe  administration.  I  now  stand,  in 
many  things,  decidedly  opposed  lo  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
policy.  Their  deleterious  effecls  upon  every  inter- 
est of  the  country  have  brought  conviction  lo  my 
mind  that  they  are  wrong,  have  been  productive  of 
much  evil  already,  and  will  be  of  much  more  (if  per- 
sisted in)  to  the  country  generally,  but  particularly 
so  lo  the  west.  Believing  this,  as  f  lioneslly  do,"l 
am  bound  to  oppose  them,  for  I  am  in  favor  of  my 
country  in  preference  to  men.  I  may,  at  some  future 
time,  speak  of  some  more  of  the  measures  of  this 
adininislration  which  I  believe  lo  be  wrong;  but  at 
present  I  shall  mention  hut  one,  it  being  the  one 
about  which  the  most  is  said:  I  mean  the  indepen- 
dent or  sub-treasury  bill.  To  this  bill,  in  all  the  va- 
rious shapes  it  ha.s  assumed,  I  am  opposed.  In  re- 
ference to  it  I  could  make  no  compromise,  although 
I  think  it  very  likely  to  pass  and  become  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Having  expre.ssed  these  views,  I  think  my  friends 
will  agree  with  me  that  I  cannot,  consistently  agree 
lo  become  a  candidate  at  this  time,  to  be  run  by  the 
party  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  adraini^tr'alion. 
It  would  be  an  imposition  upon  them.     They  will 


From  the   flunlsville  Democrat. 

LETTER  FROM   THE   HOiN".  WILLIAM 
SMITH. 
To  my  fellow  citizens  of  Madison  county. 

Since  the  15lh  of  July  last,  certain  editorial  re- 
marKs  have  appeared  in  several  of  the  different 
numbers  of  the  newspaper  called  the  Southern  Ad- 
vocate, published  in  iluntsville,  concfrning  mjself, 
with  the  evident  intention  lo  derogate  In  m  rny  res- 
pectability in  your  estimalion.  All  of  which  I 
should  havepermitled  to  pass  unnoticed, had  not  a  re- 
cent publica-ion  appeared  in  that  paper,  on  the  29th 
September  last,  in  the  shape  of  a  correspondence 
b.-tween  Dr.  MUes  S.  Iden  Watkins,  of  Hnntsville, 
and  his  brother- in-lau, the  Hon.  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  of  Richmond,  Virginia:  and  also  of  Le  Roy 
Pope,  jr.,  esq-.  t!ie  editor  of  the  Southern  Advocate, 
ami  general  Samuel  Smith,  of  Baltimore.  In  that 
correspondence,  Di.  Miles  Selden  Watkins.  the 
hon.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  and  Le  Roy  Pope, 
jr.,  esq.,  have  made  a  very  free  use  of  my  name,  and 
seem  to  have  been  specially  careful  to  give  it  a 
wide  circulation  in  the  newspapers,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

They  have  not  been  content  with  giving  it  an 
early  and  extiaoidinary  circulation  through  that 
channel,  hut  Doctor  Miles  Seidell  Watkins,  and  Le 
Roy  Pope,  jr.,e.>^q  ,  and  a  fewol  their  political  asso- 
ciates, in  iiunfsville,  have  b::en  busily  engaged  in 
giving  it  currency  in  Madison  connly.  This  they 
do  by  asking  gentlemen  from  the  country,  when 
they  come  to  Hnntsville,  "ilthey  have  read  the  cor- 
respondence?" And  when  inquired  at,  what  corres- 
pondence? They  reply  in  a  half  whisper;  "judge 
Smith  has  got  himself  into  diflicully  that  he  cannot 
get  out  of"  And  then  proceeded  to  unfold  the 
high  offence  I  had  committed  against  the  memory 
ol  chief  justice  Marshall,  by  saying  he  owned  shares 
in  the  United  States  Bank  in  July,  immediately 
previous  to  the  time  when  he  presided  in  the  case 
of  McCulloch  vs.  the  state  of  Maryland. 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  teased  wilh  such  stories 
as  this,  within  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  by 
this  very  sort  of  men;  and  I  believe  I  have  hereto- 
fore fallen  into  no  ditficnlly  from  which  I  have  not 
extricated  myself.  But  should  I  be  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  be  able  to  extricate  myself  from  this  dilfi- 
eiilty  by  my  own  means,  I  can  assure  Doctor  Miles 
S.dden  Watkins,  his  brother-in  law,  the  hon.  Ben- 
ja:nin  Watkins  Leigh,  and  Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  I 
shall  by  no  means  invoke  their  aid. 

But  I  beg  my  fellow  citizens  to  forbear  making 
up  an  opinion  on  that  correspondence,  until  Ihey 
hear  my  side  of  the  slo;y.  And  when  the  whoie 
subject  shall  be  faiily  placed  belbre  them,  then  I 
shall,  with  great  cheerfulness,  yield  to  any  opinion 
they  may  arrive  at  from  the  facts.  One  thing  I 
will  now  assert,  that  wdiat  I  said,  respecting  chief 
justice  Marshall,  was  true:  and  I  pledge  inysell  to 
establish  it,  notwithslanding  Doctor  Miles  Selden 
Watkins  and  his  political  associates  '-here  are  not 
willing  to  admit  the  truth  of  such  allegations." 

I  have  various  reasons  foraskingyonr  indulgence 
for  time  lo  reply:  In  the  first  place,  I  have  been 
extremely  busy  since,  sometime  before  Ihe  publica- 
tion of  that  important  correspondence,  attending  to 
business  important  to  my  private  interest.  I  shall  also 
in  a  short  time  leave  home  for  the  legislature,  where 
I  shall  be  otherwise  engaged.  Moreover,  I  am  desir- 
ous to  procure  some  documents,  which  I  know  lo  ex- 
ist, not  yet  within  my  reach:  admirable  ingredients  to 
dissipate  slanders  and  falsehoods.  Lastly;  this  cor- 
respondence has  been  published  in  the  city  ol  Rich- 
mond; in  the  city  of  Piiiladrlphia;  in  the  cily  of 
New  York;  in  the  city  of  Boston;  and  in  the  city 
of  Mobile.  And  published  in  all  those  distant 
cities  belbre  it  made  its  appearance  here,  in 
the  Southern  Advocate,  where  Doctor  Miles  Selden 
Watkins  and  Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq,  reside  two  of  the 
principal  actors  in  this  deeply  interesting  scene.  I 
want  time  to  inquire  for  the  reasons  for  this  new 
mode  of  attack.  And  perhaps  by  some  delay  I  may 
be  enabled  to  trace  their  motives.  For  I  will  be 
able  to  show  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
every  word  I  said,  which  prompted  this  correspond- 
ence, was  necessarily  di  awn  from  me,  in  self  de- 
fence, by  previous  publications  in  the  very  self 
same  Southern  Advocate,  from  the  pen  oftlie  iden- 
tical Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  editor  of  that  paper. 
The  cause  is  unknown  to  iny  friends  at  a  distance 
who  are  sending  me  slips  from  newspapers  publish, 
ed  abroad,  containing  the  most  envenomed  portion 
of  the  eb.illitions  of  the  hon.  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  over  his  own  name,  and  headed  in  large 
capital  letters,  slander  detected. 
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To  einibli'  ine  to  meet  these  eiiorniilies,  ainl  jr- 
rest  llieir  (iro^rfss  iititil  I  can  ivspaiid  to  llieiu  lul- 
ly,  I  res;)i.'cll'iilly  iTq  lest  tile  Alobile  Coiiuneiciul 
Register  ami  Patriot,  the  Fla^  ot'  the  Union,  tile 
Cain.vLia  D-niociat,  tile  Moat^oineiy  Ailvi-rtisei-. 
the  Florence  G,u?tte,  the  Kicli.noml  F.iiniiii'er,  and 
the  Glob.-,  to  r.-publisli  tliis  a.Mres.s.  In  ;i.l(lition  to 
subscribing  niy  name,  I  am  a  subscrber  to  eacli  ol 
tho3J  pa,ier». 

Ami  as  tiie  Richmonil  VVIii.5,  the  Sentir.el  aii.l 
Her  il.l,  of  P.iiladelp!ii.T,  and  some  other  p.ip;>ri,  tlie 
na. nes  11  ilc  lown.  In  BoUon.  .\eiT   York,  Philadel- 

fihia,  .Mobile,  and  various  other  places  liave  pub- 
ished  t'lat  correspimdence,  or  extracts  Irom  it,  I 
rc^S|)ecir(illy  call  on  thiim  to  repnbhsli  tlii^  address 
also,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice  which  [  claim  at 
their  hands. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

W.M.  Smith. 
llwi^cille,  .'llti.,  Qd.  17,  1S37. 

CO.M MODORP.  WOOLSEY. 

This  gallant  o.iictr,  wiiose  ileath  has  been  briedy 
mentioned,  h.id  been  indisposed  lor  several  weeks, 
first  from  erysipelas,  an.l  then  dropsy.  The  fol- 
lowing notice  accompanies  the  annunciation  of  his 
decease  in  the  New  York  Commercial  Ailvertiser: 

Our  first  kiiowleilga  of  him  as  an  ollicer,  was 
diirin.;  the  "restrictive  cner;;ies"'  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
In  order  to  enforce  tlie  embai-ijo  and  lum-iiitercourse 
laws,  3:1  armed  biij;  was  built  upon  Lake  Ontario, 
called  the  Oneida, "the  command  of  which  was  .as- 
signed to  Woolsey,  then  a  lieutenant,  lie  had  seen 
much  previous  service  on  the  ocean,  and  was  en- 
gas;ed  in  the  Tripolitan  war  with  Decatur  and 
others. 

He  remained  in  the  lake  service  for  several  years, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  elficiciit  oificers 
during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  under  co:iimo- 
dore  Chauncey.  Several  very  i;allant  aifairs  were 
con  I'lcted  by  him  with  signal  success.  When  the 
United  States  were  building  the  lar^e  ships  atSack- 
ett's  Harbor,  Woolsey  was  sent  to  bring  the  anchors, 
cables,  and  ri.;;;in:;  from  below. 

Tlie  roads  at  that  day  were  so  bad,  from  Rome  to 
Sac'.cjtfs  Harbor,  as  to  render  their  transpoitation 
by  land  all  but  impr.acticable.  It  was  tli  -refore 
determined,  if  possible,  to  laice  them  in  the  Durham 
bjats  throu.;h  Wood  creek  and  Oneida  lake,  to  Os- 
wego, an  1  thence  round,  keepin-.;  the  boats  close  in 
shore  to  Sackett's  H  irbor.  Ascertaining,  however, 
that  liis  intentions  hatl  b.-en  discovered  by  the  ene- 
my ttirou:;li  t!ie  instniaientality  of  spies,  and  that 
the  Britisli  commander  on  Lake  Ontario  was  pre- 
paring to  intercept  his  boats,  Wo:>lsey  resorted  to  a 
strata.;em  which  so  far  threw  Sir  Junes  Lucas  Yco 
fro  n  oii' his  guard  as  well  nigh  to  ensure  his  success. 
The  vogige  fro;n  Oswego  was  commenced  pros- 
perously— ^Wo'ilsey  himself  proceeding  aloni;  the 
shore  by  land,  and  watching  their  movements. 
Wuen  o.f  tlie  mo  itli  of  Salinin  river,  however,  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy's  liitilla  discovered  the 
boats,  which  were  compelled  to  put  into  that  har- 
bor fur  shelter,  and  the  naval  stores  were  hurried 
on  shore,  where  t!i«  only  ar.ned  protection  consist- 
ed nf  1  company  of  ridemen  under  major  .\ppleton. 

A  d-tachraentof  the  enemy  entered  the  harbor  in 
pursuit  and  landed.  Ey  advice  of  Woolsey,  and 
under  his  own  conduct,  the  riflemen  were  placed  in 
ambus'i,  witli  directions  not  to  lire  until  the  near 
approach  of  the  enemy.  Tlie  enemy  advanced  un- 
conscious of  the  ambuscad?,  until  within  a  conve- 
nient distance  when  they  were  received  by  a  de- 
structive fire.  In  a  loud  voice  Woolsey  ordt-red  '*  a 
cliarg?."  whereupon  the  rifleman  rushed  impetu- 
ously forwird,  with  loud  cheers,  and  holding  their 
weapons  i.i  the  position  of  charged  b.ayonots.  The 
result  Was  the  surrender  of  the  ensmy  at  discretion. 
They  wre  co  imuiilul  by  an  officer  named  Pop- 
ham,  of  the  British  navy,  and  an  old  acquaintance 
of  Woilsey's.  As  Popham  came  Ibnvard  to  sur- 
render his  sivord,  Woolsey  exclaimed  "  Why,  Pop- 
ham,  what  on  earth  are  you  doing  up  this  creek?" 
After  some  indid'erent  reply,  and  asiirvey  of  Wool- 
sey's  force,  Popha  n  observed — "  Well,  Woolsey, 
this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  riUemen  charg- 
ing bayonets!" 

l"he  first  attempt  of  the  enemy  upon  Sackett's 
Harbor  was  r^n^lled  by  Woolsey,  vvitti  the  Oaeida 
brig  alone.  Tni-s  ad'air  happened  early  in  the  war, 
belore  the  United  Stares  w.^re  prepared  to  take  the 
lake  with  a  sq  la  Iron.  He  was  also  in  command  at 
0-:wego  where  the  attack  of  the  British  was  so 
brilliantly  rep'ilsed,  on  which  occasion  he  displayed 
great  skill  and  bravery. 

He  remained  in  command  of  the  marine  at  Sack- 
ett's Harbor  alter  the  close  of  the  war,  we  believe, 
until  it  was  deterjnined  m  itually  by  E  iglnnd  and 
the  United  States  to  dismintle  and  abandon  th-ir 
ships  upon  those  waters.  He  was  then  tiansplant- 
ed  to  t!ie  ocean  service,  in  which  he  has  been  ac- 


tively engaged  the  greater  [lortion  of  the  time  since, 
having  been  .successively  in  command  of  the  West 
India  station,  and  Brazil,  and  the  service  have  alike 
reason  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  bravest  and 
best  men.  lie  was  in  all  respects  a  true  hearti'd 
saiior — bold,  fearless,  and  lull  of  stratagem  as  an 
officer — frank,  free,  and  noble  hearted  as  a  man — 
and,  like  most  sailors,  generous  to  a  fault,  lie  has 
left  a  family  consisting  of  .i  widow  and  seven  cliil- 
dren — one  of  whom  is  in  the  navy,  and  bears  his 
own  name.  Few  men  can  be  called  hence  who 
will  Lave  a  wider  circle  of  inournin>.;  friends  than 
Melancthon  T.  Woolsey.  [.V.   Y.Cmn..ldv. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  COKiVliV,  OF  OHIO, 
Delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  un   the 

2i)lli  of  .Ipril,  on  tile  bill  making  appropriations 

lor   the   continuation   of   the   Cumberland  road 

through    Oiiio.    Indiana    and    Illinois. 

Messrs.  Clowney  ami  Pickens,  having  concluded 
their  remarks,  Mr.  Corwiii  addressed  the  house  as 
follows: 

Mr.  S/icaker:  I  jiciceive  the  hoiise  is  unusuallv 
impatient  of  this  debate.  I  am  very  reluctant,  at 
any  time,  to  lift  up  my  voice  in  this"  Babel  of  con- 
fused  noises,  but  especially  so  now;  nor  would  I 
del.iy  the  final  vote  a  moment,  did  1  not  remember 
that  this  bill  has  been  already  once  rejected,  but  a 
d.iy  or  tuo  since;  and  from  the  tone  of  discussion  this 
morning,  I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  it  will  meet 
a  similar  late,  by  the  vote  now  about  to  be  taken.  I 
may  add,  also,  that  1  feel  unwilling  to  permit  the 
remarks  of  the  two  irentU-inen  from  Soutii  Carolina 
(Mr.  Clowneyand  Mr.  Pickens)  to  pass  to  the  press, 
and  liom  thence  into  the  public  mind,  without  an 
attempt,  at  least,  to  correct  the  erroni'ous  impres- 
sions in  which,  according  to  my  view~-,  they  abound. 

The  bill  now  under  discussion,  making  ap|)io- 
priations  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  continuance 
of  a  system  of  r.»giilar  annual  expenditure,  becjiin 
in  ISOi),  and  continued,  with  the  exception  of  the 
short  period  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  every 
year  up  to  the  present  time.  The  estimates  for 
ihis  a|ipropriation,  are  as  regularly  and  habitually 
sent  in  by  the  treasury  department,  as  are  those 
for  the  salaries  of  the  president  and  other  public 
s  'rvants,  or  those  for  the  support  of  the  army.  If 
a  continued  perseverance  in  the  pro3ecuti(ui  of  any 
public  mea-ure  for  ttiirty  years,  cannot  be  looked  to 
as  settling  the  public  utility  of  such  measure,  or  (he 
li.xed  policy  and  duty  of  this  :;overnment,  beyond 
the  reacli  of  cavil  or  objection,  then  indeed  may  it 
lie  truly  said,  that  we  are  a  people  without  common 
loicthou^'ht,  a  government  witlioiit  any  establishcil 
policy,  a  confederacy  without  any  common  end  or 
aim  whatever. 

The  conslructioii  of  the  road  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  from  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  was  originated  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jelf'erson.  It  has  received  the  counte- 
nance of  every  shade  and  complexion  of  political 
p.irty  in  congress,  at  various  periods  since,  and  has 
been  san:;tioned  by  the  approval  of  every  executive 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  It  has  thus  become 
iiicoporated  wiih  your  policy.  It  makes  a  part  ol 
the  creed  of  all  parties,  and,  as  it  advances  in  its 
progress,  is  woven  into  the  texture  of  those  systems 
of  internal  improvement  i;oing  forward  in  each  of 
the  six  slates  through  which  it  passes.  A  measure 
thus  pers^veringly  continued  so  long,  sustaining  it- 
self, thiough  all  political  coiiflicis,  and  every  vicis- 
situileof  our  histoiy,  for  the  last  thiriy  years,  comes 
recommended  at  once  to  the  mind  as  something  ne- 
cessary: something  which  has  been  found  indis- 
pensable, and  not  merely  cotivenient.  It  stands  in 
your  policy  like  one  of  those  truths  in  philosophy, 
which  is  not  questioned,  because  it  has  received 
ttie  general  assent  of  all  reasonable  men.  Speak- 
ing of  such  a  measure,  Ihis  morning,  the  ijenlleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens,)  richly  imbued 
as  his  mind  is  with  philological  learning, — could 
find  no  terms  whereby  to  characterize  this  bill  less 
odious  than  swinillim^  and  plunler.  Thus,  by  a 
dextrous  evasion  of  the  substance,  and  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  letter  of  the  rules  of  coiirte.'sy  in 
debate,  the  gentleman  has  been  able,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, to  denounce  the  supporlers  of  this  bill  as  the 
promoters  of  "swindling."  tlie  aiders  and  abetters 
of  "pluniler."  [Here  Mr.  Pickens  rose  and  ob- 
served that  he  hail  not  applied  the  terms  stated  by 
Mr.  C.  to  the  hill,  or  those  who  supported  it.  He 
had  stated,  in  argument,  the  case  of  a  general  sys- 
;em  of  taxation,  and  an  appropriation  to  partial  and 
local  purposes,  and  dimominated  that  as  swindling 
and  plunder.]  Mr.  C.  proceed.-d.  I  understanil 
the  gentleman  as  he  exjilains  himself.  He  has  made 
a  sp'ech  against  this  bill.  He  has  endeavored  to 
illustrate,  in  various  ways,  its  inequity  and  impo- 
licy. He  denounces  this  road  ,as  local  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  not  of  general  utility.     He  shows  that  the 


money  appropriated  is  a  part  of  the  common  re- 
venue raise  1  from  the  whole  union.  He  then  speaks 
of  general  taxation,  and  local  approprialions  and 
calls  this  last  a  system  of  swindling  and  plunder. 
It  is  but  the  diiference  between  a  positive  osseriion 
and  a  conclusion  from  (.remises  stated.  Sir,  1  ile- 
sire,  when  thus  arraigned,  to  submit  mv  delence. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  tlie  gentleman  wil'l  find  Ihis 
s!islem.  and  this  rouil,  have  been  cherished,  and 
heartily  supported,  by  men.  living  and  dead,  to 
whom  even  he  would  be  willing  to  defer  in  sucfi 
matters;  and  with  whose  memories  ami  cfiaracter 
he  would  not  associate  the  lolly  and  criminality 
which,  in  his  over-wrought  zeal," he  fancies  tie  has 
discovered  in  Ihis  bill. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  do  not  intend  to  elaborate  an  essay 
upon  this  road,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  notice 
fiir  a  few  moments,  the  very  summary  method  tiy 
which  gentlemen  with  great  apparent  ease,  acquit 
their  con-^ciences  of  all  censure  for  voting  down 
now  and  fiirevc r,  all  further  appropriations  of  tfie 
kind.  Yesterday  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Rliett)  spokeof  thcsupposed  importance 
of  this  road  west  of  Wheelinj  for  military  purposes, 
as  an  ideatoo  ridiculous  to  merit  a  inoment'sserious 
thought.  It  seemed  to  him  perfectly  idle  to  imagine 
that  ordinance  or  military  stores  would  ever  be 
transported  by  land  westw'ard,  while  the  Ohio  river 
remained;  and  so,  uilli  uiiiioiihting  confidence  and 
the  utmost  self  complacency,  he  assures  us  that  a 
••fool's  cap  and  bells"  should  be  bestowed  upon  any 
one  who  entertains  a  contrary  opinion.  Sir.  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed,  with  great  liumility,  not  indeed 
to  deny  to  the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman  the 
iireafest  certainty  possible  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
but  merely  to  su'jgest  a  fact  or  two  wliich  it  may  be 
well  to  CI  isider  a  moaienf.bL'fir",  we  s.vear  to  the 
infallibility  of  his  judgment  on  this  military  ques- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  the  road  and  river,  though 
both  running  from  east  to  west,  from  Wheelinj  to 
the  Mississippi,  are  distant  from  each  other,  from 
north  to  south,  from  9Q  to  I.aO  miles  at  various 
points.  I  think  it  possible  in  the  chances  of  war, 
that  it  might  become  necessary  to  march  a  military 
force  directly  from  Wheeling  to  Columbus,  in  Ohio, 
or  to  the  capitols  of  Indiana  or  Illinois;  and  to  take 
alonj  with  such  force  a  train  of  artillery.  Would 
the  Ohio  river,  think  you,  besoobliuin;  as  to  leave 
its  ancient  bf-d,  and  bear  voiir  cannon  on  its  waves 
across 'he  country  from  Wlieelins  to  Columbus,  in 
Ohio,  and  from  thence  by  Indianapolis  to  Sfiring. 
field,  in  llliiioisr  If  we  could  suspend  the  laws  of 
the  physical  world,  or  if  a  miracle  cniiM  he  wrought 
at  our  command,  then  the  confident  opinion  of  the 
i;entlenian,  that  this  road  is,  in  no  St-nse,  of  military 
importance,  would,  in  my  poor  jud<;[nent,  appear 
somewhat  plausible.  But  the  s;entleman  seems  also 
•0  forget  that  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  in  spite  of  our 
wishes  to  the  contrary,  witi  freeze  info  hard  ice. 
For  three  months  in  the  winter  it  is  not  at  all  times 
navigable.  On  account  of  shoals,  it  is  not  naviga- 
ble at  the  time  of  low  water  in  the  summer.  .\nd 
hence  it  would  follow,  that  your  mditary  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  if  ever  necessary,  would  have 
to  wait  for  the  floods  of  summer  ami  the  thaws  of 
winter.  But  I  will  not  venture  to  oppose  any  specu- 
lative notions  of  mine,  to  an  opinion  so  confidently 
entertained  by  several  gentlemen  from  the  soutii 
who  have  spoken  in  this  debate.  I  will  fortify  my- 
self by  an  authority  which  I  am  sure  will  command, 
as  I  kimw  it  should,  infinitely  more  regard  than  any 
opinion  or  argument  of  mine. 

It  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  tl  i.s 
government,  soon  after  the  late  war  viitli  Great  Bri- 
tain, admonished  by  the  experience  of  that  war,  de- 
termined on  prosecuting  a  general  system  of  mili- 
tary defence.  To  this  end,  general  Bernard  was 
brought  from  France,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
engineer  corp".  Iri  the  year  1824.  it  became  the 
duty  oftliis  officer,  under  tfic  direction  of  Air.  Jno. 
C.  Calhoun,  then  secretary  of  war,  to  survey  and 
report  to  conjress  such  rivers  to  be  improved,  and 
canals  and  roads  to  be  constructed  all  over  our  ter- 
ritory, as  were  conceived  to  be  of  national  imporl- 
«ncc  for  commercial  or  military  purposes.  On  the 
:Jd  of  December,  1S24,  Mr.  Calhoun  submitted  to 
the  president,  and  through  him  to  congress,  the  re- 
suU  of  the  labors  of  this  corps,  accompanied  wilh 
hi?  own  reflections  and  recommendations.  Ituill 
be  found,  on  examinin;;  that  document,  that  this 
very  Cumberland  road  is  cl.assed  with  other  great 
works  of  internal  improvement,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Calhoun,  were  necessary  to  the  defence 
of  the  country  in  war,  and  that  the  road  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  house  is  there  pronounced 
to  be  of  "national  importance."  This  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  in  1521.  The  construction 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  as  a  work  of  commercial 
importance,  as  well  as  a  sure  means  of  bindins  in 
union  the  eastern  and  western  portions  ofour  coun- 
try, had  been  urged  upon  congress  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
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as  srcrelary  of  the  treasury,  as  eaily  as  1S03,  aiid 
by  Mr.  Giles  and  Wr.  Jno.  Randolph,  ol  \  irginia, 
in  reports  which  they  respectively  submitted  to 
congress  about  the  same  time.  Before  the  naviga- 
tion ot  the  rivers  of  the  west  by  steam,  no  one  could 
cast  his  eye  upon  the  map  of  the  western  states,  and 
not  perceive  at  once  the  incalculable  value  of  this 
road  to  the  commerce  of  both  east  and  west.  II 
the  application  of  steam  to  navigation  has  dimin- 
ished the  importance  of  the  road,  this  was  known 
and  considered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  when  he  made  the 
report  to  which  I  have  referred.  In  1824,  the 
steamboats  were  flying  on  their  wings  of  fire  from 
Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans,  as  they  are  now;  yet 
Mr.  Calhoun  pronounced  the  Cumberland  road  then 
a  work  of  "national  importance."  I  begthegen- 
th'man  from  South  Carolina  who  spoke  this  morn- 
ing (Mr.  Pickens)  to  peruse  that  report  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Calhoun.  I  beg  him  to  ponder  well  the 
magnificent  and  expensive  works  of  internal  im- 
provement there  commended  to  the  lavoiable  re- 
gar.l  of  this  government.  The  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  the  Ohio  were  to  flow  together.  From 
the  Ohio  the  chain  was  to  be  stretched  across  that 
state  to  the  northern  lakes,  and  thus  the  north  and 
south  are  to  be  bound  up  together,  one  in  their  in- 
ternal interests,  as  they  are  one  and  identical  in 
their  national  and  extra  territorial  relations.  But  1 
need  not  particularize;  wliat  I  have  specilied  com- 
prehends not  the  twentieth  part  of  those  works  in 
magnitude  and  expense  then  recommended  by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  as  proper  to  be  constructed  by  the  federal 
government,  at  the  expense  of  the  common  treasury 
of  the  nation. 

The  Cumbeiland  road,  as  I  have  said,  is  one 
amongst  the  rest  there  recommended  as  of  "na- 
tional importance."  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  read  a  single  paragraph 
from  ihe  document  referred  to.  After  speaking  of 
the  great  advantages  to  the  whc.e  union  of  oiie  of 
the  great  western  works  to  wliich  I  ha  e  already 
adverted,  Ihe  secretary  proceeds: 

"The  advantages,  in  fact,  from  the  completion  of 
this  single  work,  as  proposed,  wonld  be  so  extend- 
ed and  ramified  throughout  these  great  divisions  of 
our  country,  already  containing  so  large  a  portion 
of  our  population,  and  destined  in  a  few  genera- 
tions to  outnumber  the  most  populous  stales  of  Ku- 
rope,  as  lo  leave  in  that  quarter  no  other  work  for 
the  execution  of  the  general  government,  exc^/j/j'/^^ 
0)i/i/  the  extension  of  the  Cumberland  load  from 
Wheeling  to  St  Louis,  whick  is  also  conceived  lo  be 
of  national  importance." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  in  the  bill  nnderdiscussicn 
there  be  any  feature  akin  to  "swindling  and  plun- 
der," I  ask  the  gentleman  from  the  south  to  turn 
to  that  gigantic  project  of  kindred  v\'orks  projected 
by  their  own  justly  favoiite  son,  and  tell  me, in  what 
vocabulary  amongst  the  "tongues  of  men"  they  can 
find  epithets  odious  enough  to  shadow  (brth  the 
diabolical    tendencies  of  his  plan.     Sir,  if  this  bill 


serve  to  keep  them  in  the  right  way.  I  beg  the 
gentleman  irom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Khett,)  who 
so  readily  voted  "cap  and  bells"  to  the  heads  ol 
such  as  entertained  particular  notions,  which  he 
condemned,  of  the  utility  of  this  road,  to  lake  back 
his  gilts  a  moment,  and  see  whether  he  may  not 
possibly  be  found  unaw'arcs  placing  these  badges  oi 
imbecility  and  folly  on  the  graves  of  Randolph  and 
Giles;  and  whether,  if  he  islo  be  impartial  and  just 
in  the  distribution  of  such  honors,  he  may  not  be 
compelled  to  pass  over  into  the  chamber  of  the 
senate,  and  bestow  one  set  of  them  upon  the  illus- 
trious senator  from  his  own  state.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  gentlen  an  Irom  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.Rhett,)  in  a  spii  it  of  sincere  respect, 
that  there  is  a  posterity  for  him  as  well  as  those 
great  and  good  men  whose  opinions  he  sets  at 
naught.  I  hope  I  may,  without  otfence,  suppose  it 
possible  that  in  some  distant  day,  when  Ihis  very 
road,  paved  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi, 
shall  be  crowded  with  commerce,  and  groan  beneath 
its  load  of  travel;  when,  by  the  speed  with  which 
your  armies  can  pass  over  it  from  the  centre  to  the 
remote  border  of  your  country,  some  fearful  rebel- 
lion is  happily  quelled,  or  for  the  same  reasons, 
some  insolent  foe  is  speedily  rejiulsed,  the  age  that 
then  is  may  possibly  remove  the  "cap  and  bells" 
from  the  last  resting  place  of  Giles  and  Randolph, 
where  he  has  hung  them,  and  look  for  the  tomb  ol 
another,  as  better  deserving  the  honor  of  these  sig- 
nificant emblems.  Sir,  when  I  glance  at  tlie  history 
of  this  road;  when  I  remember  that  it  was  begun 
in  the  administration  of  Jefferson,  and  approved  by 
him;  when  I  group  together  the  other  illustrious 
names  who  have  tor  thirty  years  also  given  it  their 


In  the  year  1787,  "the  territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio"  comprehended  what  are  now  the  slates  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin 
terntory.  The  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787, 
amongst  other  things,  provided  that  there  should  be 
three'states  at  least  out  of  this  territory,  which 
should  be  bounded  by  the  Ohio  river  on  the  south, 
the  Mississippi  on  Ihe  west,  and  a  specified  line  on 
the  north.  This  last  line,  many  geiitlemen  here 
will  recollect,  was  finally  established  as  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  very 
lately,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  Ihe  union. 

Early  in  the  year  1302,  the  eastern  division  of 
this  territory  petitioned  congress  to  provide  for  its 
admission  into  the  union  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  which  provided  that  certain  portions  of  the 
territory,  having  60,000  inhabitants,  should  be  enti- 
tled to  come  into  the  union  as  sovereign  states. 
This  applicalion,  with  a  census  showing  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  then  within  what  are  the  present 
limits  ol  Ohio,  was  referred  to  a  committee  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  of  which  "William  B.  Giles, 
of  Virginia,  was  the  chairman. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S02,  Mr.  Giles  made  a  fa- 
vorable report  on  this  petition,  and,  amongst  other 
things,  referring  to  certain  matters  of  couipact  in 
the  ordinance  of  17S7,  this  report  concludes  in 
these  words: 

"  The  committee,  taking  into  consideration  these 
stipulations;  view  ing  Ihe  lands  of  the  United  States 
within  the  said  territory  as  an  important  source  of 
revenue;  deeming  it  also  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  stability  anil  permanence  of  the  union  of  the 
eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  intercourse  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  facili- 


Ihat  I  am  right  in  carrying  on  what  has 
been  thus  begun.  I  cannot  reverse  the  setlK-d  and 
long  unquestioned  decisions  of  the  fathers  and 
founders  of  the  republic,  upon  the  faith  of  the  last 
night's  dream.  I  cannot  so  readily"  believe  that  tlie 
sages  of  past  times  violated  the  constitution  to  make 
a  road.  I  cannot  see  why,  if  that  were  so,  it  has  not 
been  discovered  in  the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  Sir,  I 
know  much  is  said,  and  truly,  at  this  day,  of  the 
advance  of  the  human  mind.  I  know,  sir,  it  was 
written  thus  long  ago.  "men  shnll  go  lo  and  fro,  and 
knoxctcdse  shall  increase."  All  tliis  I  know,  anil 
yet  I  cannot  quite  believe,  that  us  young  gentlemen 
here,  in  this  year  of  grace,  1838,  have  now,  this 
morning,  descended  to  the  bottom  of  the  well  where 
truth  lies,  as  is  said,  for  and  the  first  time  brought  up 
and  exposed  her  precious  secrets  to  the  long  anxious 
eyes  of  the  inquiring  world.  Just  as  slow  am  I, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  believe  thai  the  great  men,  who 
gave  us  a  country  forty  years  ago,  did  not  uiuler- 
stand  what  its  true  interests  ^vcrl'.  They  who  pro- 
jected this  great  work  were  not  men  to  rush  into 
hasty  and  ill-considered  measures.  They  had  been 
accustomed  to  settle  the  foundations  ol  society,  and 
they  did    their  work,  in  all    things,  under  the  hahi 


be  swindling,  his  scheme  is  robbery.     If  this  bill  be  i  tual  reflection  and   responsibilily,  which  their  im 


petty  plunder,  his  plan  was  wholesale  desolation 
But,  good  or  bad,  whichever  it  be,  we  have  his  au- 
tliority  for  it.  Well  do  I  remember,  sir,  in  wdiat 
high  esteem  the  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
was  held  throughout  the  west  in  the  year  1824. 
The  sober  affections  of  the  aged,  and  the  ardent 
hearts  of  the  young,  all,  all  were  attracted  to  him. 
His  altars  blazed  every  where  throughout  the  broad 
valleys  of  the  west.  Right  loyally  and  prodigally 
did  we  pour  out  our  incense  upon  his  shrine;  and 
Jo!  what  now  do  we  see?  Wliilst  the  smoke  of  our 
sacrifice  yet  ascends  in  gathering  clouds;  whilst 
the  distended  nostrils  of  our  deity  inhale  its  grate- 
ful odors  almost  to  suffocation,  he  in  whom  our 
affections  were  all  enshrined;  he  the  author  of  Ihis 
our  laitli;  he  the  chosen  object,  it  maybe,  of  our 
very  profane  and  heathenish,  but  slill  sincere  idoli- 
Iry;  he,  with  the  selected  high-prit-sts  of  his  faith, 
suddenly  rush  upon  us  from  the  south,  overturn 
their  own  altars,  and  scourge  us,  their  misguided, 
but  still  honest  devotees,  froai  the  tem])le  them- 
selves had  erected.  Not  content  vvilh  this,  but  de- 
termined, it  seems,  to  consign  both  the  authors  and 
ibltowers  of  the  creed  to  hopeless  infamy,  they  have 
compared  their  own  system  of  policy  to  a  system 
of  plunder,  and  themselves  and  us  to  a  coaibination 
of  swindlers. 

Let  not  the  gentleman  from  the  south  suppose 
that  I  quote  the  authority  of  Giles,  and  Ramlolph, 
and  Gallatin,  in  1802  and  180:3,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  as 
Idte  as  1824,  to  fix  upon  southern  gentlemen  the 
sin  of  inconsistency,  or  sinister  motives,  for  change 
of  principle.  No,  this  is  not  my  motive.  I  wish 
them  to  pause  upon  their  own  jiresent  opinions,  and 
compare  them  with  the  views  of  those,  living  and 
dead,  to  whom  I  have  referred,  in  the  hope  that 
the  light  ol  those  great  minds^tliat  light  that  has 
been  to  them  "a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,"  in  all  their 
political  wanderings  heretofore — might  liaply  now 


auction,  I  arn  prone  lo  believe,  my  own  judgrrient ;  ,_.,((,(]_  ^^^  ,i,pjr  interests  be  liberally  ai;d  mutually 

"consulted  and  promoted — are  of  opinion  that  the 
provisions  of  the  aforesaid  articles  may  be  varied 
for  the  reciprocal  advantage   of  the  United  States 

and  the  state  of ,  when  formi-d,  and  the  people 

thereof;  they  have  therefore  deemed  it  proper,  in 
lieu  of  said  provisions,  to  offer  the  following  propo- 
sitions to  the  convention  of  the  eastern  stale  of  said 
territory,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance  or 
rejection,  without  aiiV  condition  or  restraint  whate- 
ver, u7iic/i,  i/ nccc/i/ci  6i/  the  convention,  shall  be 
obligatory  on  the  United  States." 

The  report  then  sets  foilh  three  propositions  lo 
be  submitted  to  the  Ohio  convention;  the  third  pro- 
position, being  the  one  applicable  to  this  subject,  is 
in  thesi?  words: 

"That  one-tenth  part  of  Ihe  nett  proceeds  of  the 
lands  lying  in  the  said  states,  herealter  sold  by  con- 
gress, alter  deducting  all  expenses  incident  io  the 
same,  shall  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and  making 
turnpike  or  other  roads  leading  from  the  navigable 
walers  emptying  into  the  Atl.mtic  to  the  Ohio,  and 

continued  afterwards  through  the  slate  of ,  such 

roads  to  be  laid  out  under  Ihe  authority  of  congress, 
with  the  consent  of  the  sever-al  states  tiirough  which 
Ihe  road  shall  pass,  provided  that  the  convention  of 
said  state  shall  on  its  part  assent  that  every  and  each 
tract  of  land  sold  by  corii;ress  shall  be  and  remain 
exemjit  liom  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  autho- 
rity of  the  states,  whether  for  slate,  county,  or 
township,  or  any  other  purpose  whatever,  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  from  and  after  Ihe  completion  of 
the  payment  of  the  purcha.5e  money  on  such  tract 
to  the'Unifcd  States." 

Attached  to  this  report  is  an  oflicial  letter  address- 
ed by  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  srcrelary  of  the  treasury, 
fo  Mr.  Giles,  dated  Washington,  l.Sth  February, 
1S02.  Mr.  Gallatin,  deeply  impi-essed  with  thead- 
vantage  to  the  government  of  Ihis  coirtract  with  the 
new  state,  urges  it  upon  congress  as  a  mean  of  in- 
creasing Ihe  value  of  the  public  lands  owned  by  the 
government,  and  then  pledged  for  Ihe  payment  of 
Ihe  national  debt.  After  stating  a  variety  of  argu- 
ments to  that  eli'ect,  he  says  : 

"It  follows  that,  if  it  be  in  a  high  degree,  as  I 
believe  it  is,  ihe  interest  of  the  United  States  to  ob- 
tain some  further  securily  against  an  injurious  sale, 
under  the.  territorial  or  state  laws,  of  lands  sold  by 
thtm  to  individuals.  Justice,  not  less  than  policy, 
requires  that  it  should  be  obtained  by  common  con- 
sent; and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  tlie  new  state 
legislatures  should  assent  to  any  alterations  in  their 
system  of  taxation  which  may  alfect  the  revenues 
of  Hie  state,  unless  an  equivaient  is  ollered." 

He  then  goes  on  to  insist  that  "Such  conditions, 
instead  of  diminishing,  would  greatly  increase  the 
value  of  the  lands,  and,  therefore,  of  the  pledge  to 
the  public  creditors." 

Tile  last  paragraph  in  this  document  urges  ano- 
ther argument  in  favor  of  this  road,  which  I  hope 
will  not  be  overlooked  by  gentlemen  who  consider 
it  a  boon  merelv  lo  the  young  states  of  Ihe  west. 
Mr.  Gallatin  thought  this  road  would  be  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  the  old  states,  and  he  addresses  their 
cupidity  accordingly,  in  these  words: 


mortal  labors  inspired.  Sir,  let  us  beware,  in  fir 
midst  of  our  party  conflicts,  how  we  hastily  ques- 
tion their  calm  resolves.  Let  us  take  care,  in  this 
day's  work,  with"  the  hoarse  clamor  of  party  re- 
sounding ever  in  our  ears,  that  we  are  not  deaf  lo 
the  voice  of  wisdom,  which  calls  out  lo  us  from  the 
past. 

i»Ir.  Speaker,  I  have  thus  far  considered  the  bill 
upon  your  table  as  providing  for  one  work,  itself  a 
part  of  a  system  of  "internal  impro\'ement;"  I  have 
referred  so  far  to  the  opinions  of  men  whom  we  are 
accustomed  to  regard  as  good  authority,  to  show 
that  Ihe  road  in  question  has  been  regarded  as  one 
of  national  importance,  and,  as  such,  is  within  the 
acknowdedged  powers  of  congress.  But,  sir,  this 
bill  rests  its  claims  to  our  support  upon  a  basis,  far 
less  liable  to  those  assaults  which  consider  it  only 
in  the  isolated  view  of  expediency.  It  is,  in  truth, 
a  bill  for  the  fulfilment  of  a  contract.  It  proposes 
to  carry  into  eflect  a  compact,  to  the  performance 
of  which  the  faith  of  this  government  is  pledged  to 
three  sovereign  states  of  this  union.  I  know,  sir, 
that  many  gentlemen  here  are  familiar  with  this 
view  of  the  subject,  but  I  feel  equally  certain  that 
there  are  others  w  ho  are  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope)  tlie 
other  day  discussed  this  branch  of  the  subject  with 
great  ability, but  I  am  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  presenting  it  more  at  length,  even  at  the  risk  of 
being  tedious.  I  shall  endeavor,  by  a  reference  to 
acts  of  congress  and  public  documents,  to  show  that 
we  are  bound  to  construct  this  road  as  far  as  the 
Mississippi  river;  that  we  have  contracted  to  do  so; 
that  we  have  received  the  consideration  for  this 
contract  from  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois. If  I  can  establish  these  as  facts,  it  will  follow 
that  lostop  the  road  short  of  Ihe  Mississippi,  would 
be  a  gross  neglect  of  duty,  and  a  flagrant  breach  of 
national  failli. 
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"The  roada  will  be  as  beneficial  to  the  parts  off 
the  Atlantic  states  through  which  they  are  to  pass, 
and  nearly  tu  much  so  to  a  considerable  portion  o/ihe 
union,  as  to  the  rii>r(hwest(?rn  territory  ilself." 

On  the  3i)th  of  .\pril,  18(12,  an  act  was  passed  an-  ' 
thorizing  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
northwestern  territory  to  form  a  consliliition  and 
state  government.  In  that  law  the  proposition,  i 
somewhat  niidified,  is  inserted,  and  hy  congress  i 
proposed  to  the  convention  which  was  to  assemble 
the  next  snininer.  In  the  act  just  qnoted,  Jive  per' 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  within  the  stale 
is  proposed  as  a  fnnil  to  make  a  road  "  from  the  ' 
Atlantic  waters  to  and  l/trongh  the  !:tatc,"dnd  the  con- 
dition of  the  grant  is,  that  the  state  sliall  abstain 
from  taxing  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  for 
five  years  from  and  after  the'd.\y  of  their  sale. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1S02,  the  convention 
of  Ohio  assented  to  the  proposition  contained  in! 
the  act  of  .-^pril,  Hi)2,  with  this  modification:  that 
three-fiths  of  the  five  per  cent.  Innd  should  be  ap- 
propriated to  layin;  out  and  making  roads  within 
the  state,  and  under  its  direction  and  authority, 
leaving  two  per  cent,  on  all  the  sales  of  lands  wilii- 
In  the  state  to  be  appropriated  to  a  road  leading 
from  the  .Mlantic  waters  to  and  Ihroiisih  the  stateoi' \ 
Ohio.  To  tins  congress  expressly  assented,  at  its 
next  session,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  com-  \ 
uiittee,  of  which  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  was! 
the  chairman,  and  thus  the  compact  was  closed. 
Here  let  it  be  observed,  that  compacts  of  the  same  I 
kind  and  in  the  same  words,  have  been  concluded 
between  tiie  slates  of  Imllana  and  Illinois  and  this 
government,  at  the  times  when  these  states  were 
respectively  admitted  into  the  union.  In  this  way, ' 
following  up  the  project  be^an  in  1S.')2,  of  con- 1 
structing  a  road  "  from  the  Atlantic  waters  to  the 
Mississippi  river,"  passin.j  from  the  Ohio  the  whole 
distance  to  the  .\Iississippi.  through  your  own  pub- 1 
lie  lands,  it  was  carried  out  by  compact  with  each 
state,  as  soon  as  it  became  capable  of  entering  into  ' 
such  engagements,  by  assumino;  the  powers  and 
dignity  of  a  sovereign  state  of  the  union. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  had  contract- 
ed to  construct  a  road  from  the  ..\tlanlic  waters, 
through  the  new  states  of  the  west,  to  the  Missis-  j 
sippi  river.  I  have  shown,  by  leference  to  public  i 
documents,  that  the  motives  to  this  contract  were,  | 
first,  to  increase  the  value  of  the  public  domain,  lo\ 
and  throu:;h  which  this  road  was  to  pass,  and  thus 
put  money  into  the  national  purse  to  pay  the  na- 
tional debt;  secondly,  to  bind  together  in  union  of 
interests  the  east  and  west,  by  creating  a  quick  and 
constant  intercourse  between  the  western  and  At- 
lantic divisions  of  your  common  country,  rv'ow, 
the  first  and  main  object,  the  in.-rease  in  value  of 
the  public  lands,  never  could  be  effected,  unless 
you  carried  the  road,  not  merely  "to  and  through*' 
Ohio,  where,  in  isn2,  your  public  lands  for  sale 
chiefly  lay,  but  would  only  be  fairly  realized  by  car- 
rying the  road  "to  and  Uirough"  each  of  the  other 
western  states,  as  your  lands,  by  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  title  in  these  stat"S,  should  come 
into  market.  These  were  the  views  upon  which 
you  set  out,  in  yourpropositions  of  compact  at  first. 
These  were  yonr  "inducements**  held  out  to  Ohio, 
and  repeated  in  each  of  your  ensageinenls  to  make 
the  Ciimbjrland  road,  with  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
With  these  determinations,  asserted  through  your 
public  and  authorized  agents,  you  ask  of  the  wes- 
tern slates,  in  consideration  of  i;i(ii(cejnen(.s  thus  held 
out,  to  do  what.'  To  jrant  you  a  trifling  sum  of 
money  to  aid  you  in  your  effort  to  improve  the  va- 
lue of  your  own  lands!  iS'o.  To  allow  you  to  pass 
through  their  t-rritory  in  such  v\-ay  as  you  choose? 
No.  .No  such  inconsiderable  demands  as  these  were 
on  your  lips.  You  demanded  of  them  to  surrender 
up  lor  yoi.r  benefit  the  tax  on  nearly  all  the  proper- 
ly in  these  states  for  five  years.  In  other  words, 
you  asked,  and  you  received  too,  into  the  public 
treasury  of  the  union,  a  direct  tax  for  five  years  on 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  lands  in  three  large  ami  popu- 
lous states.  You  said  to  the  purchaser  of  your 
lands  buy  of  us,  and  yonr  property  thus  acquired 
shall  be  free  from  taxation  for  five  years;  and  thus 
you  got  in  increase  of  price  paid  to  you,  what 
otherwise  would  have  gone,  in  the  shape  of  taxes, 
into  the  colf.^rs  of  tlie  state?.  Tliis  is  true  in  re- 
gard to  almost  all  the  lands  in  the  three  states  ol 
Ohio,  Indiana,  am!  Illinois.  Each  of  these  states 
was  admitted  into  the  union  with  barely  fio.onn  in- 
habitants. The  quantitv  of  lands  then  sold  vyas  so 
inconsiderable  as  to  make  no  sort  of  change  in  the 
estimated  value  oftherijhtwe  surrendered.  Take 
Ohio,  for  example.  She  save  up  to  you  her  right  to 
tax  all  lands  then  unsold,  for  five  years  after  they 
should  be  sold.  She  had  then  fiO.OOn  inhabitanis; 
she  has  now  probably  one  million  and  a  half  of  po 
pnlalion,  and  there  are  yet  public  lands  unsold  in 
that  state.  Thus,  you  can  see  that  we  have  releas- 
ed to  you  our  right  to  tax  lands  in  the  hands  ol 


nineteen- 1  wenlief  lis  of  our  people  for  five  successive 
years.  This,  too,  was  done  at  a  time  when  there 
was  scarcely  any  other  subject  of  taxation  but 
latids,  and  when,  in  the  infancy  of  our  several  stale 
governments,  the  first  movemenls  of  political  and 
social  machinery  require  heavy  expense  from  those 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Let  us  see  what  it  was  in 
money  that  we  gave.  It  will  be  found,  on  cxanii. 
nation,  that  the  three  states  interested  cover  an  area, 
accoiding  to  the  best  authorities,  of  something  over 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  acres  of  land. 
Didticting  something  for  reservations  made  before 
the  compact,  we  may  safely  estimate  the  lands  then 
to  be  sold  in  the  three  western  states,  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  of  acres.  We  gave  uj) 
the  right  to  tax  these  for  five  years  from  the  day  of 
sale.  Wliat  has  been  the  usual  rate  of  taxation 
upon  lands  in  these  states?  I  think  I  may  fairly 
affirm  that  the  rale  of  taxation  on  lands  in  the  three 
states  interested  has  been  one  dollar  on  every  bun- 
dled acres.  This,  levied  on  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty millions  of  acres,  would  give  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which,  in  five 
yeais,  the  time  for  whicli  the  tax  was  s^irrendered 
by  the  slates,  would  give  the  sum  of  six  inillions  of 
dollars.  This  sum  have  vve  paid  into  your  treasury 
for  your  promise  to  complete  the  ro.ad  in  question. 
In  addilion  to  this,  we  surrendered  our  sovereign 
ri^ht  of  taxation  within  our  own  limits — a  right  it- 
self so  dear  to  slates  that,  as  inatler  of  pride,  just 
pride,  its  surrender  could  only  have  been  extorted 
by  the  strongest  hope  of  advantage — the  hope  of 
some  great  and  striking  improvement  in  our  whole 
country,  such  as  this  great  work  will  be,  when  you 
complete  it,  as  you  have  promised. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  shown  that  the  three  western 
states  have  given  into  the  national  treasury,  in  ef- 
fect, si.r  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  promise  to  con- 
struct this  road.  Let  us  now  advert  for  a  moment 
lo  the  cost  of  the  work  as  eslimated  at  the  time  of 
the  contract,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  Kovernment 
then  understood,  that  this  sum  would  construct  the 
road  liom  the  ■\tlantic  waters  to  the  Mississippi; 
nay,  that  in  all  probability  there  would  be  a  surplus 
remaining  in  the  treasury  alter  the  road  was  finish- 
ed. The  kind  of  road,  its  location,  and  the  time  of 
its  completion,  were  all  left  with  this  government 
to  be  adjusted,  under  a  fair  interpretation  of  the 
compact.  After  proper  examination,  it  was  deter- 
mined lo  commence  at  Cumberland,  and  strike  the 
Ohio  line  at  VVhoeling,  in  Virsinia. 

On  the  3.1  of  March,  ISOS,  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  se- 
cretary ol  the  treasury;  reports  to  congress  that  the 
road  had  been  located  from  Cumberland  towards 
Wheeling,  a  rlistance  of  seventy  miles,  and  adds, 
the  expense  of  completing  that  part  of  the  road  is 
estimated  at  g-tno.ODl).  This  estimate  sliows  that 
tile  aver.ige  estimated  cost  of  the  road,  over  by  far 
the  most  expensive  part  of  it,  was  a  trifle  lesst  ban 
six  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  The  whole  length 
of  the  road,  from  Cumberland  to  the  Mississippi,  as 
surveyed,  is  650  miles;  it  may  be  a  mile  or  two, 
more  or  less.  Now  take  the  estimated  cost  per 
mile,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  was  for 
the  mountain  region  entirely,  and  remember  that 
one-half  less,  it  was  supposed,  would  suffice  to 
make  the  road  across  the  level  plains  of  the  west, 
and  vve  shall  see  at  once  how  reasonable  it  is  th.at 
the  congress  of  that  day,  after  receiving  what  was 
equivalent  to  six  millions  of  dollars,  should  make 
an  unconditional  promise  to  construct  the  road  to 
the  Mississippi  river. 

The  contract  as  then  understood  from  the   esti- 
mates was  simply  as  follows: 
Value  of  the  tax  released  in  favor  of  the 
federal  government  by  the  three  wes- 
tern states       -  -  -  $i(;,000,000 
Cost  of  the  road,  6r,n   miles,  at  S'G.OOf) 
per  mile,  accordin:;  to  Mr.  Gallatin's 
estimate  for  the  first  70  miles  3,!)n0,0n0 

S2,l(IO,n((0 
Leaving  two  millions  in  the  treasury,  after  making 
the  road  as  then  eslimated.  Upon  this  view,  found- 
ed on  facts  and  re[irf  sentations  of  public  men,  coti- 
teinporaneous  with  this  compact,  it  is  clearly  sliown 
that  the  states  paid  the  federal  government,  what 
the  parlies  then  believed  a  full  consideration  for 
completing  the  road  the  entire  distance  proposed. 
From  this,  what  follows?  Why,  surely,  that  the 
government  promised  to  do  what  in  conscience  it 
oii;ht.  that  is,  to  do  the  act  which  they  were  paid 
for  doin^ — to  make  the  road  complete  according  to 
(he  contract. 

But  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  told  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the 
pirlies,  as  to  the  completion  of  this  work,  when 
ilie  conlract  was  marie,  the  government  only  bound 
ilself  to  appropriate /it'O  ^er  cen/.  of  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  ami  that  this  has  been 
done,  and  no  moneys  remain  of  this  fund  applicable 


to  the  purposes  of  the  contract.  To  this  I  reply, 
thai  such  is  not  the  contract,  and  I  think  I  have 
slunvn  this  from  the  proofs  already  adduced.  I  giant 
you  that  two  percent,  of  the  neit  proceeds  of  the 
[uihlic  lands  are  pledged  for  the  jierformauce  of 
your  promise  to  make  the  road;  but  this  pledge  does 
in  no  sense  liinil  the  contract  for  which  it  is  only  a 
mere  security.  Lei  it  be  remembered  that,  when 
this  contract  was  made,  the  public  lands  were 
jiledgird  for  the  payment  of  a  larw  national  debt. 
I'o  increise  the  value  of  these  lands.was  one  motive 
to  make  tlic  road,  and  llie  stales  aided  you  in  this, 
paid  you  for  it,  by  reliiniuisliing  the  taxes  on  them 
lor  five  years  after  sale;  it  was,  therefore,  only  fair, 
as  the  government  was  deeply  in  debt,  that  the 
states  should  have  some  security  for  the  perform- 
ance of  your  contract.  This  security  was  given  by 
pledging  the  two  per  cent,  named  in  the  contract, 
lint  it  was  not  the  contract,  it  was  only  a  security 
given  to  the  slates  for  its  faithful  performance. 
This  interpretation  is  fortified  by  other  stipulations 
in  the  contract.  The  time,  manner,  and  location  of 
the  road  are  all  left  to  the  general  government. 
Why  was  this?  Because  you  had  bound  yourselves 
in  gi'iieral  terms  lo  make  a  road.  And  it  was, 
tlierefore,  only  reasonable  that  you  should  have  con- 
trol over  a  work  which  you  hound  yourselves  to  fi- 
nish. Had  you  bound  yourselves  only  to  pay,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  work,  a  specified  sum,  sii'c'h  as 
the  two  per  cent,  mentioned,  is  it  possible  to  sup. 
pose  the  states  would  have  left  you  to  appropriate 
Iheir  money,  for  which  they  paid  you.  in  your  own 
way  and  according  to  your  own  discretion?  Such  a 
contract,  on  the  part  (if  the  states,  would  have  been 
absolute  insanity.  It  involves  an  absurdity  too 
^'ross  for  serious  consideration.  This  itself  shows 
that  the  two  per  cent,  fund  was  only  a  pledge,  a  se- 
curity, and  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  the  contract 
itself  Thus  you  have  always  construed  the  con- 
tract. According  to  your  own  admission,  you  have 
gone  on  to  make  the  road  willioiit  regard  to  the  two 
percent,  fund.  You  say  vastly  more  than  this  has 
been  expended.  Why  did  yoii  do  this,  if  only  two 
percent,  on  the  sales  of  lands  were  to  be  given  to 
the  road?  No  rational  answer  can  be  given  to  this 
question  but  one.  The  two  per  cent,  did  not  limit 
the  contract,  it  only  sccureil  its  performance;  and 
this  has  been  your  ou-n  unifnrm  construction  of  it, 
as  evinced  by  all  your  ccmduct  up  to  this  d.ay, 
through  a  lapse  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

Let  me  suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  two  per 
cent,  fund  was  all  you  promised,  which,  however, 
I  by  no  means  admit.  Yon  say  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pended by  yon;  you  are  the  trustee  of  the  fund,  and 
the  agent  for  its  appropriation.  Be  it  so  then,  for 
the  sake  of  the  argument.  What  was  this  f^und 
committed  to  your  charge?  Two  per  cent,  upon 
lhes.iles  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  land.  This  you  was  bound  to  sell  for  $2 
per  acre,  for  this  was  the  price  fixed  by  law  at  the 
time  of  the  contract.  Tliis  would  produce  .9;'240,. 
000,0110.  Two  per  cent,  upon  this  would  be  $i,800,. 
000.  You  had  estimated  the  road  to  cost  $:j,900,. 
000.  Thus  you  see  that,  by  every  calculation  bas- 
ed upon  the  state  of  things'as  existing  at  the  date 
of  the  contract,  the  states  and  yourselves  had  n 
right  to  suppose  that  happen  what  might,  if  you 
acted  up  to  your  engagements,  the  road  would'  be 
made.  But  $2  per  acre  was  then  the  minimum 
price  of  the  land,  and  vve,  being  interested  in  the 
fund,  had,  and  now  have,  a  right  to  demand  of  you 
that  you,  as  trustee,  shall  get  as  much  more  as  pos- 
sible by  selling  all  the  land  at  auction  in  the  way 
fixed  by  law  as  it  then  stood.  Now  let  us  see  how 
you  have  complied  with  the  law  and  reason  of  this 
contract,  in  the  management  of  the  fund;given  in 
trust  for  its  execution.  In  the  first  place,  you  sunk 
the  value  of  the  fund  nearly  one-half  by  'reducing 
the  price  of  the  l.ind  from  $2  lo  .^I  23  per  acre. 
In  the  second  place, you  have  siven  away  immense 
amounts  of  tliis  fund  in  bounty  lands  to  soldiers, 
which  you  never  can  sell,  and  'for  which  you  can 
render  no  account.  Thirdly,  yon  have  i;iv'en  to  in- 
dividuals, for  purposes  unconnected  with  this  con- 
tract, a  very  large  amount  which  never  has  or  can 
be  accounted  for  upon  the  principles  of  your  solemn 
engagements  with  us.  Fourthly,  you  have  given 
very  large  amounts  to  the  states  to  make  canals,  ex- 
acting from  them  as  an  equivalent  the  right  to  car- 
ry your  mail«,  arms,  armies,  and  miinilions  of  war 
on  them  free  of  lolls  forever.  Fifthly,  \ou  have 
given  away  many  millions  of  acres  in'pre-cinplion 
claim?  at  the  minimum  price,  without  any  attempt 
to  sell,  and  account  (as  you  were  bound  to  do)  for 
the  proceeds.  Thus  you,  our  agent  to  manage  a 
fund  destined  to  make  our  road,  have  so  wasted  it, 
and  used  it  for  own  purpose?,  Ihat  you  never  can 
tell  whether  it  would  have  produced  the  expected 
amount  or  not.  What  is  the  consequence  in  law, 
in  reason,  in  justice?  What  follows?  Why,  sir, 
any  justice  of  the  peace  can  tell  you.     You,  the 
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agent,  [mist  answer  lor  this  by  ri?|)lacing,  out  ol 
yoiir  own  funds,  vvli.it  jou  have  wrongfully  taken  |. 
fro.nus.  But  as  you  have  so  disposed  ol  the  trust 
fund  th-\t  yon  never  can  teH  what,  if  sold  at  auc  • 
lion,  it  would  have  produced,  and  so  cannot,  by  any 
certain  rule,  therefore,, ascertain  the  amount  you 
have  taken  wroni^fuliy  Irom  us,  you  must  suffer  the 
inconvenience;  you  must  take  Ironi  your  own  lunds, 
and  do  what,  when  you  contracted  witli  us,  you  af- 
firmed  this  wasted  fund  would  do,  that  is,  couiplcte 
the  road  in  question  from  Cumberland  to  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  liver. 

Is  not  this  eqnitabl.-,  lair,  honorable,  just?  Wliy 
then  slick  in  the  bark?  as  the  lawyers  say.  Why 
tliese  pettifoi;ging  quibbles,  these  dilatory  pleas? 
Does  such  conduct  become  a  great  nation?  Sir,  it 
has  been  said  that  honor  is  the  vital  principle  of 
monarchy.  Yon  say  yo;i  represent  sovereigns — the 
sovereign  people.  Act  then  as  becomes  the  dignity 
ofyour'roval  constituents.  Leave  no  room  to  doubt 
your  probity.  Observe  fully  and  entiiely  the  faith 
of  your  promise  whenever  made.  No  such  thing, 
says  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.Clow- 
hey,)  this  morning.  If  you  have  made  a  contract, 
no  matter;  you  had  no  couslitiitional  power  to  do 
so,  therefore  cease  your  elibrtsto  fulfil  yonrengage- 
ments.  And  there  the  gentleman  would  stop;  he 
goes  no  further.  What  a  beautiful  example  ol  jjoli- 
tical  morality  would  you  then  exhibil!  Soineyejrs 
a»o  you  entered  into  a  contract,  a  treaty,  with  three 
sovereign  slates.  You  have  received  fiom  them  all 
the',  a"Teed  to  give  you.  You  have  their  money  in 
!/ou/- pockets.  Now  you  turn  to  these  states,  with 
all  seeming  honesty,  and  say,  true  I  promised,  but  I 
had  no  riglit  to;)romise,  my  conscience  is  atfected, 
I  have  sinned,  1  repent,  I  will  do  so  no  more,  but  I 
will  keep  your  money.  I  cannot  violate  my  con- 
science by  doing  as  I  agreed.  Oh,  no,  that  is  too 
wicked;  I  pray  you  do  not  ask  it;  but  still  I  shall 
keep  the  money  you  paid  me.  Yesterday  my  friend 
from  Kent.icky,  (Mr.  Calhoon,)  with  a  power  of 
argument  and  generosity  of  sentiment  equally  hon- 
orable to  his  head  and  heart,  spoke  in  favor  of  this 
bill;  he  adverted  lo  certain  objections  made  by  his 
colleagues  (Messrs.  Graves  and  Underwood.)  They 
had  opposed  the  bill  as  partial  ill  its  operation,  as 
giving  to  the  three  states  through  which  the  road 
passes  a  disbursement  of  money  which  Kentucky 
was  not  permitted  to  enjoy.  He  said  the  disburse- 
ments in  Indiana  would  flow  into  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  where  goods  anil  even  liquors  would  be 
bought,  wilh  which  the  labor  on  the  road  would  be 
paid.  Upon  this  another  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Pickens)  takes  fire.  "This  (said  he) 
shows  the  demoralizing  tendency  of  the  system! 
This  is  the  motive  to  vote  appropriations,  that  mo- 
ney be  raised  to  buy  whiskey  for  the  poor  laborer  to 
drinki"  Sir,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentle- 
man's moral  lectures,  but  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  tliroiving  his  moral  sensibilities  into  convulsions 
at  the  sight  of  a  glass  of  punch,  while  he  can  look 
with  a  sanctimonious  composure  at  broken  promis- 
es and  violated  national  faith. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  one  word  to  say,  before  I 
sit  down,  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Underwood.)  He  spoke  the  other  day  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  Cum- 
berlaiiil  road  might  be  useful;  but  as  he  could  ob- 
tain no  money  here  to  enable  his  jieople  to  huild 
dams  and  make  slack-water  navigation  on  Green 
river,  he  would  not  help  us  to  make  a  road  on  tlie 
northern  side  of  the  Ohio.  And  then  the  gentleman 
proceeded  in  a  grave  disquisifion  upon  our  consti- 
tutional powers  to  make  roads  and  improve  rivers. 
What  says  the  constitution?  "Congress  shall  have 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
among  the  several  stales,  and  with  the  Indianlribes." 
AVhat  is  the  gentlemairs  commentary?  You  have, 
says  he,  a  clear  and  undoubted  right  to  improve 
rivers,  but  not  so  of  roads.  And  why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
why?  Do  you,  sir,  remember  the  reason  lor  this 
distinction?  It  was  this:  "Providence  (says  the 
gentleman)  has  marked  out  rivers  as  the  proper 
channels  and  avenues  of  commerce."  What  a  beau- 
tiful and  exalted  piety  is  here  shedding  its  clear 
light  iipontho  dark  mysteries  of  constitutional  law! 
And  then  how  logical  the  conclusion!  Thus  runs 
the  argument:  Since  it  is  not  the  will  of  God  that 
cuininercesh  on  Id  be  carried  on  on  dry  land,  but  only 
on  the  water,  the  powers  over  commerce,  given  in 
the  constitution  by  our  pious  ancestors,  must  be  un- 
derstood as  limited  by  the  Divine  commands;  and 
therelore,  says  he,  you  have  (lOwer  to  remove  sand- 
bars and  islands,  and  blow  up  the  rocks  out  of  rivers 
and  creeks,  to  make  a  channel  which  providence 
has  begun  and  left  unfinished;  but  beware,  he  would 
say,  "how  you  cut  down  a  tree,  or  remove  a  rock, 
on  the  dry  land,  to  cnmplele  what  Providence  has 
begun  lliere.  You  have  no  power  by  law  to  do 
this  last;  besides,  it  is  impious,  it  is  not  the  will  of 
GoU." 


Mr.  Speaker,  1  know  of  no  parallel  to  this  charm- 
ing philosophy,  unless  it  is  lo  be  tbnnd  in  the  say- 
ings ol  Mause  Hedrigg.  an  elderly  Scottish  lady, 
who  figures  in  oneof  sir  Walter  Scott's  novels.  In 
one  other  evangelical  moods,  she  rebuked  her  son 
Cuddle  for  using  a  fan  or  any  work  of  art  to  clean 
his  barley.  She  said  it  was  an  awsome  denial  o' 
Pro\  ideiice  not  to  wait  his  own  time,  when  he 
■.culd  surely  send  wind  to  winnow  the  chalf  out  of 
the  grain.  In  the  .same  spirit  of  enlightened  pld- 
losophy  does  the  gentleman  exhort  us  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  to  cease  our  impious  road-mak- 
ing, and  wait  the  good  time  of  Providence,  who 
will,  as  he  seems  to  think,  surely  senil  a  river  to 
run  Irom  Cumberland  over  the  Alleghanies,  across 
the  Ohio,  and  so  on,  in  ils  heaven-directed  course, 
to  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  not  the  author  of  this  theory.  Our 
Atlantic  brethren,  especially  of  the  south,  have 
long  held  the  same  doctrine.  They  have  long  since 
discovered  that  our  glorious  constitution  was  noth- 
ing more  at  last  than  a  fish!  made  for  the  water, 
and  which  can  only  live  in  the  water.  According 
to  their  vii-ws.  he  is  a  goodly  fish  of  marvellous 
prope.' uses  and  fnnclions  w-hile  you  keep  him  in 
the  water;  but  the  moment  he  touches  dry  land,  lo! 
he  siifficafes  and  dies.  The  only  dilference  between 
this  school  ofconstitntional  lawyers  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  is  tins;  he  believes  your  cou- 
slitnlion  is  a  fish  that  thrives  in  all  waters,  and  es- 
pecially in  Green  river  slack-water;  whereas  his 
brethren  of  the  south  insist  that  he  can  only  live  in 


debt  to  her  troops.  When  she  ceded  the  nnrlbwest- 
ern  territory  to  the  United  States,  she  reserved  the 
land  between  the  Litile  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers 
(now  in  Ohio)  as  a  residuary  lund  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  her  revolutionary  land  warrants,  if  the  lands 
reserved  tor  that  purpose  in  Kentucky  should  prove 
insufficient.  Well,  sir,  what  happened?  Soon  af- 
ter this,  Kentucky  seized  upon  the  whole  Green 
river  country,  and  refused  to  the  war-worn  veteran  of 
the  revolution  Ihe  right  lo  locate  his  warrants  there. 
The  consequence  was,  the  v\lole  country  reserved 
in  Ohio  was  exhausted,  and  the  Virginia  claims,  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions,  have  been  lately  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  union  in  the  shape  ol  land 
scrip.  Sir,  I  have  said  Ibis  domain,  thus  seized 
by  Kentucky,  was  equal  to  one-fourth  part  of  the 
state.  Now,  suppose  yon  had  given  to  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  what  Kentucky  received — one 
fourth  part  of  all  the  lands  wilhm  their  respective 
limits-sir.it  would  have  constructed  this  road  Ihrough 
their  territoriis  ten  times  over.  And  yet,  with 
these  fads  all  before  him,  the  gentleman  sits  weep- 
ing over  the  dams  and  slack-water  of  Green  river, 
like  a  froward  child,  spoiled  by  too  much  indul- 
gence, complaining  ol  its  mother's  partiality,  to  the 
really  much  less  favored  members  of  our  common 
family.  Sir,  this  is  unlike  Kentucky;  it  is  unlike 
the  uniform  justice  and  generosity  ol  both  the  gen- 
tlemen, (Messrs.  Graves  and  Underwood,)  who 
have  so  vehemently  opposed  this  bill.  1  beseech 
them  to  desist.  Cease  to  drive  this  Jew's  bargain 
with   your  sister  states.     Relax  the  miser's  gripe 


•suft  water.     With  tliein  the  doctrine   is,  wherever  i  you  have  hid  upon  your  neighbor's  rights.     Throw 


tlie  tide  ceases  lo  flow,  he  dies.  He  can  live  and 
thrive  in  a  little  tide  creek,  which  a  thirsty  mus- 
qnito  would  diink  dry  in  a  hot  day;  but  place  him 
on  or  under  the  majestic  wave  of  the  Mississippi 


ay  the  knife  of  Shylock,  clothe  yourselves  in  the 
robes  of  justice  and  geneiosily.  Stand  out  in 
your  true  characters,  and  in  the  proper  costume  of 
your  noble   state.     Look  upon    this  bill   with  the 


and  in  an  instant  he  expires.     Mr.  Speaker,  who  ;  eye  of  an  American  statesman.     The  interests  of 
can  limit  the  range  ol  science!     What   hand  can  '  the  whole  valley  we  inhabit   in  common   are  the 


slay  the  march  of  uiind!  Heretofore  we  have  stu- 
died the  science  of  law  to  help  us  in  our  under- 
standing of  the  constitution.  Some  have  brought 
metaphysical  learning  to  their  aid.  But  now,  in  the 
middle  of  the  lOtli  century,  these  labors  are  all  end- 
ed. Ichthyology,  sir,  is  the  key  to  open  all  the 
doors  that  have  hitherto  barred  our  approaches  to 
truth.  According  to  this  new  school  of  philoso])hy, 
il  yon  teach  coming  generations  the  "nature  of 
fish,"  those  great  problems  in  constitntitJlial  law 
that  vexed  ami  worried  the  giant  intellects  of  Ham- 
ilton, Madison,  and  Marshall  are  at  once  revealed 
and  made  plain  lot  he  dull  est  peasant  in  the  land.  Sir, 
if  I  appear  to  triffle  wilh  this  grave  subject,  the 
fault  is  not  mine;  it  arises  from  the  singular  nature 
and  contraiient  cliaracterol  those  arguments  which 
1  am  most  willingly  compelled  to  combat. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Under- 
wood) has  inquired,  with  a  very  significant  look, 
what  has  become  of  the  three  ])ercent.  fund,  given 
to  the  states,  ibr  improvements  within  their  res- 
pective limits.  He  says  he  has  inquired  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  he  can  give  him  no 
account  of  the  disposition  the  western  slates  may 
have  made  of  this  fund,  and  hence  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  infer  that  no  one  could  tell  him  any  thing 
satisfactory  on  the  subject.  Sir,  if  your  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  the  only  source  of  information, 
then  are  the  fountains  of  knowledge  scanty,  indeed 
and  nearly  dried  up  with  us.  If  every  thini;  is  un- 
known which  he  does  not/r/ioic,-  if  we  can  see  noth- 
ing which  has  not  been  revealed  to  him,  why,  then, 
the  Lord  help  us;  the  lights  of  the  age  burn  dimly 
enough,  and  must  be  well-nigh  extinct.  Sir,  if  the 
gentleman,  instead  of  consulting  the  "Penny  Mag- 
azine" of  the  treasury,  had  gone  to  the  libraries  of 
this  city  and  looked  into  the  statistics  of  these  states, 
he  would  have  found  that  this  fund  had  been  faith, 
fully,  to  the  last  dollar,  expended  in  making  roads 
"lo  and  through"  the  public  lands  in  tlie  stales; 
thus  increasing  the  value  and  hastening  the  sale  of 
your  national  property.  The  gentlemaii  reproaches 
the  three  states  on  the  right  bank  ol  the  Ohio  for 
having  obtained  from  the  national  domain  large 
grants  for  making  roads  and  canals.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  in  every  instance  you  have 
received  an  equivalent  for  these  lands,  by  obtaining 
from  the  states  or  companies  the  right  to  carry  your 
mails,  arms,  troops  ami  munitions  of  war.over  such 
roads  or  canals,  at  all  times  free  of  charge?  If  you 
gave  the  alternate  sections  of  land  for  a  road  or 
canal,  you  held  up  the  remaining  section  at  double 
your  minimum  j^rice,  and  have  always  realized  it, 
and  thus  made  money  for  yourselves  out  of  Ihe 
capital  and  labor  of  the  stales,  whiKt  you  boast  the 
transaction  as  a  benevolence  to  ot!iers. 

But,  sir,  Kentucky  shonlil  be  Ihe  last  slate  in  the 
union  lo  raise  an  argument  of  this  kind  against  her 
sist'TS  of  the  west.  How  came  she  by  the  wdiole 
of  that  very  Green  river  country  which  now  com- 
prises one-fourth  part  of  that  state?  Virginia  had 
reserved  that  territory  to  satisfy  her  revolutionary 


same.  Von  cannot  separate  them  by  lines  or  rivers. 
Sir,  the  same  cloud  that  dis|)enses  ils  fertilizing 
showers  upon  Kentucky  drops  fatness  upon  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  The  same 
sun  that  warms  vegetation  into  early  and  vigorous 
life,  on  the  rich  plantations  ol  Kentucky,  also  mel- 
lows the  fruit  and  ripens  the  harvests  that  cover  the 
vast  plains  outstrtched  upon  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ohio.  The  God  of  nature  has  decreed  us  a  common 
lot,  and  it  is  vain  and  impious  to  olfer  our  feeble 
opposition  to  his  will. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentleman  have  complained 
that  one  section  ol  land  out  of  every  thirty-six  has 
been  given  to  the  western  states  for  the  use  of 
common  schools.  Do  uentlemen  recollect  to  whom 
this  benefit  results?  Who  are  they  that  inhabit  the 
great  valleys  of  the  wesi?  Emigrants  surely  from 
the  old  states  olthe  south  and  east.  The  children 
to  be  educated  there  are  your  children.  Sir,  we 
heard  (some  of  us  at  least)  an  EnsHsh  gentleman 
(Mr.  Buckino-ham,)  in  one  of  his  interesting  lec- 
tures lately  delivered  in  this  city,  s.ay,  when  speak- 
ing of  Briiish  eniigralion  to  America,  that  he  was 
sorry  they  had  not  sent  to  this  country  better  speci- 
mens of  tiieirpopulation.  Sir,  I  can  say  to  my  friends 
on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  with  equal  sincerity, 
as  to  some  of  those  yon  send  out,  "1  ?m  sorry  )'ou 
did  not  send  us  better  specimens."  But  the  truth 
is,  we  get  in  the  west  the  very  best  and  the 
very  worsl  of  your  population.  The  poor  come 
there  for  bread,  and  the  cnlerprising  and  industri- 
ous to  find  a  field  which  gives  ample  scope  to  their 
ener;;ies,  and  rewards  to  their  labor.  This  fund, 
Ihen,  is  Ibr  Ihe  educalion  of  Ihe  poor,  and  the  rich, 
too,  if  any  such  there  be,  which  you  send  in  masses 
every  year  lo  the  west.  And  can  I  assure  geu- 
llemen  it  has  been  faifhiully  applied  in  Ohio.  It 
has  been  added  to  by  heavy  taxation  upon  our 
people.  Some  gentlemen,  (I  speak  it  in  no  sjiirit 
ol  pride  or  vain  boasting,)  some  gentlemen  Irom 
the  old  stales  might  learn  something  new  to  them 
in  the  history  of  civilization,  would  they  but  visit 
that  western  world,  of  which  they  often  seem  to 
me  to  know  ItUle.  They  might  see  there,  in  Ihe 
very  spot  where  but  yesterday  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  wilderness  seized  their  prey  by  night,  and  made 
llieir  covert  lair  by  day,  on  that  same  spot  to-day 
stands  the  common  school  house,  filled  alike  with 
the  chrildren  of  the  rich  and  poor — those  i  hihlren 
who  are  to  be  the  future  \oters,  officers,  and  states- 
men of  the  republic.  Over  that  vast  region,  so 
lately  red  with  the  blood  of  savage  war,  the  seed- 
fields  of  knowledsre  are  planted,  and  a  smiling  har- 
vest of  civilization  springs  up.  Aiid  there,  too 
may  be  seen  what  a  christian  statesman  might  well 
admire.  The  schoolmaster  is  not  alone.  That 
holy  religion,  which  is  at  last  the  only  sure  basis  of 
permanent  social  or  poll  Ileal  improvement,  has  there 
its  voices  riving  in  the  wilderness.  Upon  the  al- 
most burning  embers  of  the  war-fire,  round  which 
some  barbarous  chief  but  yesterday  recounted  to 
his  listening  tribe  with  horrid  exultation,  bis  deeds 
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of  sava  -e  lit- lois.n,  loclav  Is  built  a  temple  dedica- 1  The  bill  to  aulborizp  the  entry  of  lands  in  Ar- 
ted  to  Hut  reliirioi  ulucli  announces --poace  on  |  kansas  covered  by  alle-ed,  but  miconli.med,  I- lencli 
earth,  and  -ood  will  towards  men."  Yes,  sir,  all  and  Spani^^h  cl.u.ns;  and  the  bill  lor  ihe  continuation 
over  tuat  l.^iid,  side  by  side  with  the  liumble  school  j  ol  the  Ciuiib>-rlaMd  road  in  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  llli- 
,04e  I  '^o\<,  wliicli  was  passi-d  hy  the  lollowlni;  vote: 


house,  stand  those 

"steeple-towers 
"And  spires  whose  silent  fin;^er  points  to  Heaven." 
Is  it  sir,  can   It  bi  in  th  :  lieirtolan  Ameiicanl 


YEAS— .Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crillenden.  Cnthbert,  Da- 
vis, Grnnily,  Kni;:ht,  Linn,  McKeaii,   Morris,  N' 


statesman,  to  check  in  its  pro.;ress,  or  criisli  in  its  j  cholas,  Ilo'bbins,  Uobinsnn,  Sevii-r,  Smith,  of  Indi 


inlaucy,  a  social  aud  political  system,  uhich  has 
tendencies  and  Iraits  like  this?  But,  sir,  I  find 
myself  tempted,  by  themes  so  full  ol  hope,  to  wan- 
der, as   so.ue   may  think,  into  subjects    havi 


beariii 


ana.S\vilt,Tjllmadj,'e,Ti|>ton,  \Vri2;ht,  Yoiin);— 23. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Oalhoun.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clavton,   Hubbaril.  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
.Moiilon,  Niles,  Norvell.  I'ierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 


np. 


the  immediate  question,  too  remote  to    Km.s,  Suiith,  of  Conneclicut,  Trotter,  White — IS. 


justify  their  discussion  here.  I  bes:  to  remind  this 
house  that  the  bill  now  before  it  is  apait,  small, 
indeed,  but  still  a  part  of  a  system  of  policy  which 
lon^  a^o  yuu  established  for  tln^  western  country, 
which  hitherto  you  have  cherished,  and  which  aid- 
ed by  the  patient,  persevering  labor  of  your  people 
there,  has  |irodueed  the  liap(iy  results  which  I  have 
so  hastily  and  i.nperfeclly  laid  beloreyou.  I  leel  an 
assured  confidence  that  I  do  not  plead  in  vain  lo  an 
American  congress  in  such  a  cause.  Still  ih.iuld 
I  unhapjpilv  be  mistaken  in  this,  conscious  of  the 
reditu  le  of  my  oivn  motives,  I  shall  chcei  fully 
submit  lo  whatever  decision  it  shall  please  the  house 
to  make. 

When  Mr.  Cirwiii  conclu.led,  the /UTfioiis  (/iics- 
tion  was  demaniled  by  Mr.  Casey,  and  carried;  .and 
the  main  question  beiiis;  put  on  oideriii!;  the  bill  to 
be  read  a  tiiird  tune,  was  decided  as  liillows: 

YEAS— .M-ssrs.  Adams.  A  Ic.x.mder.  J.  W.Allen, 
Anderson,  Beatly,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
BriiTi^s,  Bronson,  J.  C.il'iooii,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Childs,  Collin,  Corwin,  Cranslon,  Curlis,  Cnshini,', 
D,iv.-e,  Davis,  Dunn,  Eu  inj,',  F,.ii  lield,  R.  Fleteh.r, 
rillmore,  Foster,  U.  Girland,  Gjode.  William  Gra- 
ham. Grant,  Gray. G.enn.-ll,  Haley.  Halstead,  Ham- 
mo.id,  Himer,  Harlan.  Harrison,  H.irper,  Haslin.;s, 
Henry,  Herod,  lluif.nan,  llo^vard,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Injhaui,  Ji-nifer,H  Johnson,  J. Jolmson.  Lead  better, 
Lincoln,  Lo^can,  .Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May, 
Mixwell,  Robert  .MeCI-ll.m,  McKennan,  Menefe-, 
Merc-r;  Milli-an,  Miller,  Milclull,  Mor^ran,  C. 
Morris.  N.iylor,  Xoyes,  Oijle,  Parinenter,  Patter- 
son, Pavntt-r.  Peek.  Pelrikin.  Phelps,  Pope,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  R.irid  n  , Randolph,  Re  d.  Ridijway,  Rus- 
sell, Sheli'er,  Sibley,  S.iyd t,  Soutii;;ate,  Taylor, 
Tillin^'hast,  Titus.  Toland.  W-bstei,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whilll  sey,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Worthin!;(nn,  Yell,  Yorke— H6 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton.  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bxknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin.  Brodhead,  Uriiyn, 
Cambr-luiir,  Wm.  b.  Bainpbell,  J.  Campbell, 
William  B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Diomgoole,  Edwards.  Elmore,  Everett, 
Fariinilon,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  J.  Gariand,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Granlland,  Graves,  Gritfiu,  Hawrs,  Haynes, 
Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones.  Keini,  Kemhle,  Lawler, 
Legare,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  M-illory,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maiiry,  .McKiy,  Abraha.u  McClelkn, 
McClure.  Montsomerv,  S.  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Noble,  Owens,  P.irker,  Pennybacker,  Pickens, 
Reillv,  Reiicher,  Rliell.  Richardson,  Robertson, 
K'lm'sey,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shrppard,  C.  Siiepard, 
Shields,  Sfide,  Smilli.  Spencer,  Stanly,  SInart, 
Stone.  Stratton  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Toucev.To.vns,  Turney.  Underwood.  Vanderveer, 
Wa,'ener,  Weeks,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise— SI). 

So  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
on  the  same  day,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


lure,  to  all  public  creditors  who  are  willing  iq  re- 
ceive  Ihein.". 

Mr.  IIV4s/ci-  (Mr.  C/ny  nssenting)  offered  the 
amendment  inserted  in  our  last,  for  Ihfe  proceedings 
on  which  see  pa^e  208. 

May  26.  Various  bills  of  a  private  character 
were  received  from  the  house,  and  severally  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clay's  joint  resolution,  prohihiiing  discrimination 
in  the  kinds  of  mon.  y  received  for  the  (inblic  reve- 
nue in  its  dill'  rent  branches,  and  requiring  the  re- 
ceipt and  disburseuientof  sound  specie-pay  ing  bank 
notes. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Clay's  motion  (the 
privilege  of  modifying  it  liavini;  been  refused  to 
hiin)  to  strike  out' that  rlanso  in  the  resolution  re- 
quiring disbursements  to  be  made  in  the  bank  notes 
received,  whi-n  Ihe  public  creditor  should  be  Hill- 
ing to  leceive  them,  the  debate  was  continucil  on 
the  resolution  generally,  and  on  ils  particular  pro- 
visions, by  M'ssrs.  Chi/,  of  Kentucky,  Culltuun, 
Sevier,  Wright,  liices,  Ailcs,  Morris,  Smith,  of  la. 
diaiia. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Rices  sui;gesled, 
but  without  olli-ring  it,  an  aiiiendinent  lo  the  reso- 
lution, requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  not  lo 
deiniind  Ihe  specie  at  the  banks  lor  the  notes  re- 
ceived, except  lor  the  purpose  of  securing  the  safe- 
ly of  the  public  funds:  of  carrying  on  Ihe  necessa- 
ry operalions  of  the  governinent,  or  of  preventing 
dansercns  over  issues  of  p.iper  by  Ihe  banks. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  to  strike  out  the  clause 


This  bill  was  sent  lo  the  house,  and  suhsequently 
returned  with  an  aiiieiidincnt,  in  which  the  senate 
concurred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  tlie  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  Ihe  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  ser\  ice  lor  1S3S. 

Mr.  CrittPiiileii  moved  to  amenil  it  by  stiikingout 
the  appropriation  for  the  ex[doring  expidition. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  debate  by  Messrs. 
Crilleiidcii,  ]i'iii;ht.  Hires,  Xiles,  Preston,  and  Dn- 
ris,  who  iave  w.ay  on  the  sungeslion  of  IMr.  H'f6- 
ster,  and  the  action  on  the  bill  was  suspended  by 
consent,  with  a  view  to  obtain  belter  infoiination  in 
regard  to  the  command  by  a  lieutenant  of  a  vessel 
rated  at  twenty  cuns,  there  being,  ap|iareiitly,  an 
express  law  ag.iinst  it. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

Mill/ 23.     Alter  the  transaclion  of  some  business 
of  minor  importance,  Mr.  ii;i»,  from   the  special  j  of  (|,e  resolution  requirinij  Ihe  hank  notes  received 
committee  on  the  Oregon  territory,  reportc  d  the  bill  j  |o  |,e  paid  out  lo  those  w  ho  should  be  williin  lo  re- 


relirred  to  Ihcin.  for  the  occupation  hy   tin'  United 
Stales  of  the   Or 
which  was  read. 
ISIr.  L.  staled  that  this  bill  was  accompanied  with 


tin  m,  was  carried  in  the allirinalive:  Ayes 44, 

11   river,  with  an  amendment;  |  „„  i Mr.  Tipton. 

Mr.  llVie/i/ then  moveil  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
quiring  the    notes   of   souii'l    specie-paying 
■ininent.   This  mo- 
ve as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benlon.  Brown.   Bucha- 


a  special  repoit  on  Ihe  subject  from  the  committee;  banks  to  be  receivi'd  by  II 
which  repoit  he  would  ask  to  have  read  to  the  se-  Ition  was  carried  in  Ihe  alll 
nate  on  Monday  in  xt 


The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  |  „„„,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  .-Vlabama,  Cnlhberl.  Fulton, 
making  appropriations  foi  the  naval  service  for  the  [  Grundy.   Hubbard',  Kini',  Linn,   Lumpkin,  Lyon, 


year  18:58 


Morris.  Moiiton.   Nicholas.  Niles,  Norvell.  Pierce, 


The  question  being  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  motion  j  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, Mr.  Davis  concluded  the  remarks  which 
he  commenced  yesteiday,  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
not  on  .iccount  of  any  olijeclion  lo  the  general  ob- 
ject proposed  by  the 'expedition,  which  he  highly  I  of  Indiana,  Spence,  SvNift.  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
approved,  but  because — as  lit  argut-d  at  considera-  1  Webster.  While — 19. 

ble  leiiivth— there  was  every  practical  reascui  for  |  The  w'hole  resolution  now  consisted  only  of  the 
want  ol  confidince  in  the  talent,  promptness,  and  :  substitute  lor  the  first  clause  ai'oiited  yesteiday  on 
y  of  those  to  whom  the  direction  and  disposal  j  motion  of  Mr.  Wetisler,  prohibiting'  the  issuing  and 


Trotter.  Williams,  Wri^lit,  Y.iung— 28. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Bayard,  Cl.iy.  of  Kentucky, 
Clavton,  Crittenden,  Davis.  McKean.  Merrick, 
Pre'ntiss.  Preston,  Rives,  Robhins,  Ruir^hs.  Smith, 


of  the  expediti'>n   were  commiHed.   and   in   whose 
hands  they  weie  still  to  remain;  and   because  that, 

by  tlie  appointment  of  a  CO  .  ^ 

tion  over  the  heads  of  more  than  a  hundred  siiperi-  |  specie  circular,  and' i>roliibiting  'al'i  similar   orders 


niorcing  of  any  order   making  discriininalion  iu 
the  kinds  of  money  received  in  the  dillerent  braneh- 


ler  of  the  expedi-  Ls  of  the  revenue;   (that    is   simply    annulling  the 
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May  24.     .\fter  the  disposition  of  the  com 


rorticers,  a  fatal  blow  would  be  given  to  the  feel-  ^  hereafter.) 
iiigs  of  honor  and  sfurit  of  chivalry  so  all  important  I  Mr.  iVoiris  then  ollered  a  long  amendment  re- 
in the  navy;  and  especially  because  that,  by  the  ap-  [qniring  lliat  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury,  acting 
pointmenf  of  a  lieutenantlo  command  atweiilygnn  I  mnipr  the  resolution  of  181G,  should  receive  such 
vessel,  an  express  law  was  violated,  and,  by  the  !  ^otes,  and  none  other,  as  are  aiilhorized  by  law  lo 
s. line  appointment  to  command  a  sqiiadion,  there  j  b,- paid  out  to  Ihe  public  creditors;  that  siich  notes 
was  also  a  violation  of  an  express  order  of  the  de-  ,  should  be  presented  monthly  at  the  respeclive  banks 
partmeiit.  under  the  hands  of  the  navy  commission-  '  fo,.  payment,  which  should  be  deposited  in  special 
ers,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the  president  of  Ljeposites  as  directed  by  law,  or  as  Ihe  secretary  of 
the  United  States.  '   ■     ■  ■"  ' 


,  the  treasury  should  think  proper,  and  should  there 
The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.   Crittenden's  ,  remain,  till  withdrawn   by   order  ol  Ihe  secretary; 

I  hat  the  notes  of  no  banks  should  be  received  w  huh 
issued  notes  of  less  denomination  than  $5.  nor  of 

any  b.mk  that  should  not   be  within miles  of 

the  place  where  the  notes  should  be  otTercd  in  pay- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  expressing  a  w  ish  to  speak  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  pleading  indisposition  for  not  pro'  eeding 
this  evening,    (it  being  now  half  past  6  o'clock,) 


motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriali'>n  for  the  ex 
plorins  expedition,  (about  $.2iil)  (IDO.  in  addition  lo 
S7()0.(K)II  already  expended,)  and  it  was  negatived 
as  lollows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kintncky, 
Clavton,  Critlenden,  Davis,  Morris,  Prentiss.  Rives, 
Robbins,  Spence,  Swift,  White,  Yonng— 13. 

NAYS— Ml  ssrs.  Allen.  Benlon.  Brown.  Bncha-  , 

nan   Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cntfb-rt,  Fulton,  Grundy,  ■  asked  an  adjournment;  and  the  senate  adjouined. 
Hubbard,    King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  L\on,  Monlon,  |      May  2S.    The  Vice  President  presented  the  fol 
Nicholas,  Niles",  Norvell,   Pieice,  Preston,   Robin- |  lowing 


cation  fro;n  the  treasury  depart 


epiy    to!  son,  Sevier,  Sinilh.  of  Conneclicut,  Smith,  oi  Inili-        A  communication  Irom  the  secretary  ofthe  (rea- 


Mr  Clay's  resolution  in  relation  to  the  receipt  of!  ana,  Tallmad--.  Trotter.  Williams.  Wrighl-27.  1  sury  in  pursiiance  ol  a  senate  resolution  of  Febru- 
bank  notes  as  revenue,  (as  stated  iu  our  last,)  on  !  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  ary  2Slh  vvith  tables  of  the  rales  of  exchange,  fo- 
motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  president's  message  and  {  third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  was  at  once  read  a  rei-n  and  domestic,  and  of  Ih.^  prices  of  bank  notes, 
the  communication  of  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  I  third  time,  and  pa.ssed.  ,  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed, 

subject  of  delaying,  for  two  years,  the  removal  of|  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up  ,  A  communica  .on  trom  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  ofiinkin,-  further  pro-  the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,  ol  Ky. ,  reply;  to  a  resolution  of  ered  by  Mr.  \V  hite,  and  m- 
vision  for  their  removal  and  lor  indemnities   to   be  '  which  w.as  as  follows:  ...  1  forming;  the  senate  that  no  rep  y  had  been  receded 

made  to  them,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  re-  ,  '-nesolred.  ^c.  That  no  discrimination  shall  b=  from  the  Clieridiee  delegation  lo  the  ineasures  pro- 
marks  by  .Mr.  While  and  Mr.  Sevier,  it  was  leferred  made  as  lo  the  currency  or  ine'lium  of  payment  in  posed  h.v  the  secretary  of  war  m  relation  lo  furl  her 
to  the  cdmmiltee  on  Iieli  in  aiiairs  the  several  branches  of  Ihe  public   revenue,  or  in    time  lor  the  removal  and  lurther  indemnity  ol  the 

0     ii'tioi    7>"      im"  of  war    debts  or   dues  lo   the    goveiilment;  an,l    that,  until    Cln  rokee  IndiansMit  that  John   Rps.sai,     another 

-      .     ■'  I    ..         .  .        .. .— ;s_  ,l,p   notes  ol  sound    of  the  delegation  had  exprcsseil  their  acquiescence 

asiires.     K'ferred.   on   motion   of  iUr. 


was  required  to  inform  the  senate  whether  any  an- 1  otherwise  orderr.l  by  con                                          ,   .  .      ,i, 

s.ver  had  b -en  given  by  the  Cherokee  delegation  to  I  banks,  which  are  payable  Mid   paid  on  deinand  in  to  Ih 

"            ■'■■■■                   ■                     ■■   .ip„al  cnrreney  of  the  United  Slates,  under  suit-  (I  Ai/c.  to  the  commillee  on  Indian  allairs. 

le  restrictions,'  lo    be    forthwith    prescribed  and  A  roniinuniralion  from   the   postmaster  leneral, 

iih'ated  by  lb"  S'Cretary  ol  the  tr  asi.ry,  shall  in  ri  ply  to  a  senate  resoliitinii  o'  the  2nd  ins'   'it.  in- 

.,,,,,^,,r                                                                                   ,  De  recehed  in 'payment  of  the  rev e  and  of  debts  lorinin-the  sc":.te  II  at  having  ,.n  I   ,;,1  ;,',tl,eN■^  to 

Tue  folio vviii'' bills  were  severally  read  a  third   and  dues  to  the  government,  and   shall    be   subse-  require  ol  the  postmasters  the  receipt  hy  If 
time;  and  paslcd:                                                        1  qi.cutly  disbursel.  in  a  course  of  public  expendi- 1  bank  notes,  the  postmaster  geueral  bad  issued  no 


propositions  contained  in  his  coinmnnicalion 
subject  of  the  removal  of  Ihe  Cherokee  ludi  ins,    aoie 
1.  it  so,  lo  Iransuiil  to  tile  senate  a  copy  of  such    prou 
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orders  to  that  effect,  but  that  postmasters  generally 
had  returned  to  the  practice  of  receiving  specie- 
paying  banks'  notes  as  they  did  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  great  number  of  private  bills,  a  list  of  which 
was  published  in  the  house  proceedings  of  Satur- 
day last,  all  of  them,  but  one,  being  bills  granting 
pensions,  were  received  from  the  house,  and  by 
consent  referred,  without  reading,  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a  petition  from  Lucius 
W.  Stockton,  and  Stockton  ?i  Stokes,  praying  in- 
terest on  money  awarded  to  them  by  the  solicitor, 
and  withheld  by  the  postmaster  general,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  had  been  paid  to  them.     Referred. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Michigan,  which  was  understood  to  be 
the  charter  of  a  university,  for  which  a  grant  of 
land  had  been  asked  from  congress.     Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  an  act  of  congress  pass  for 
the  settlement  of  any  private  claim,  the  stcielary 
of  the  senate  shall  transmit  to  the  officer  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  such  claim  tlie  original  pa- 
pers relating  to  such  claim.  [This  serves  as  a  ge- 
neral proviso  to  the  senate  resolution  before  offered 
by  Mr.  H.  that  such  original  papers  shall  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  secretary  of  the  .senate.] 

Mr.  H.  also  ofl'ered  a  resolution,  which,  being  ob- 
jected to,  lies  over  one  day,  that  the  daily  meetings 
of  the  senate  should  be  hereafter  at  11  o'clock,  till 
othervN'ise  ordered. 

Several  bills  were  reported  from  committees, 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  among  them 
was  a  bill  reported  by  Mr.  A'iVes  authorizing  an  ex- 
emption of  duty  on  foreign  coal  used  in  vessels 
propelled  by  steam. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading:  The  house  bills  to 
secure  the  paj'inent  of  certain  commissions  on  duty 
bonds  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  (with  an 
amendment;)  and  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Merrill, 
(with  an  amendment.)  Also,  the  senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Moses  Merrill.  The  house  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Beamish  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  indehnitely  postponed.  The  senate  I'esumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  prohibiting  Ilie 
secretary  of  the  treasury  from  issuing  or  enforcing 
any  general  order,  (like  the  specie  circular,)  ma- 
king a  discrimination  in  tlie  liinds  of  money  re- 
ceived in  the  different  branches  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Morris'  long  amend- 
ment, (published  in  detail  in  Saturday's  proceed- 
ings,) restricting  (at  this  time)  to  utter  e.xclusion 
the  receipt  of  all  bank  notes, 

Mr.  Morris  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  his 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  specie  circular, 
and  in  opposition  to  banks  and  banking  gi.'uerally. 
In  concluding,  he  withdrew  his  amendment^  and 
offered  the  following  resolution,  as  an  appendage  to 
the  resolution  under  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  au- 
thorizing the  receipt  by  government  of  sound  spe- 
cie-paying bank  notes,  be,  and  hereby  is,  repealed. 

This  resolution  was  rejected  without  debate,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of  Con.,  Strange— 8. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky,,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Kobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
inadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Webster,  White,  Williams. 
Wright,  Young— 36. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  resolution  (in 
the  form  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Webster's  substitute) 
which  was  as  follows: 

"Be  it  resolecd  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives, Sfc.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  lor  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  continue  in  force, 
any  general  order  which  shall  create  any  difference 
between  the  different  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts  or 
dues,  accruing  to  the  United  States,  may  be  paid." 

In  this  form  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  by  the  lollowing  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pren'tiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson, Ruggles.  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
Young— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Hubbard,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of 
Cpnnectjcut,  Strange — 10. 


Mr.  Webster  now  moved  an  adjournment,  (with 
the  view  of  making  some  remarks  on  the  subject  to- 
morrow,) but  withdrew  the  motion  with  a  view  to 
take  up  the  general  orders. 

A  number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals 
were  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  then  the  senate 
adjourned. 

May  29.  After  some  unimportant  business  had 
been  disposed  of  on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  and  the  documents  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hub- 
bard that  the  senate  meet  daily  hereafter  ai  11 
o'clock,  (modified  by  the  mover  so  as  to  read  from 
and  after  Monday  next,)  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a 
brief  conversation,  was,  nn  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 
mainly  on  the  ground  that  it  would  interfere  with 
the  business  of  the  standing  committees,  laid  on  the 
table:  Yeas  26,  nays  14. 

Several  bills,  among  them  the  bill  to  secure  the 
payment  of  certain  commissions  on  duty  bonds  to 
collectors  oi'  the  customs,  and  the  bill  to  confirm 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay, 
as  amended  by  the  senate,  modified  by  the  mover, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  prohibiting  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  from  issuing  or  enforcing 
any  general  order,  like  the  specie  circular,  making 
discrimination  in  the  kinds  of  money  received  for 
revenue  in  its  different  branches. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Webster 
addressed  the  senate  atconsiderable  length  explain- 
ing the  nature,  relations,  and  hearing  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  touching  on  various  topics  connected 
with  its  subject-matter.  Mr.  Strange  sf  eke  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Webster,  and  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion, arguing,  especially,  that  the  resolution  of  1816 
was  merely  permissory,  and  that  even  in  this  view 
it  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  a  total  separation  made 
between  the  business  of  government  and  banks. 
Mr.  Webster,  in  reply  to  Jlr.  Strange,  said  that  the 
word  may  was  not  used  in  the  resolution  of  1816, 
and  argued  that  it  was  just  as  obligatory  on  the  de- 
partment to  receive  good  bank  notes  as  treasury 
notes.  Mr.  Strange  res])onded  that,  although  the 
word  may  was  not  used,  the  expression  of  the 
resolution  was  equivalent  to  the  import  of  thai 
word.  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
denying  that  the  resolution  of  1816  gave  any 
discretionary  power  whatever,  arguing  great  dan- 
ger in  any  such  discretionary  power,  and  ob- 
jecting strongly  to  the  resolution  that  by  im- 
plication it  surrendered  such  power.  Mr.  ]Vcb. 
sler  argued  and  insisted  that  the  resolution  went 
only  to  restrain  and  not  at  all  to  surrender  such 
discretion.  He  would  gladly  take  away  all  unne- 
cessary discretion,  but  finding  that  impracticable 
he  was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  he  could  in  restrain- 
ing and  controlling  it.  Mr.  Benton  read  and  argued 
chiefly  to  show  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
would  be  very  liable  to  censure,  whatever  he  might 
do  under  the  resolution  of  1816. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  in  explanation,  said  he  had  voted 
against  this  resolution,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
sub-treasnry  bill,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  em- 
barrass that  measure.  He  should  now,  witlioul 
any  change  of  opinion  vote  in  its  favor.  Mr.  King 
argue<l,  briefly,  that  the  resolution  of  1816  was  ne- 
ver considered  obligatory;  he  insisted  that  it  was 
well  known  to  be  otherwise  when  it  was  adopted, 
and  had  always  been  practised  upon  as  discretiona- 
ry- 

Mr.  0/rt!/,  of  Ky.,  expressed  regret  that  the  se- 
cond portion  of  his  resolution  had  not  neon  adopted; 
and  he  hoped  that  some  farther  remedies  might  be 
provided,  especially  tlie  repeal  of  the  provision  in 
the  depo.site  law  of  IS.je,  tjy  which  the  notes  of 
a  denomination  legs  than  ^'5  are  now  excltuled  from 
being  received. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Webster,  the  resolution  was  passed  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fu'lton, 
Grundy,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,]McKean  Merrick, 
Moulon,  Nicholas,  Norvell',  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Ruggles  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  Webster,  White  Williams,  Young— 34. 

NAYS— Me.ssrs.Allen.Benlon, Brown,  Calhoun, 
Hubbard,  Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange— 9. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  .30.  After  several  private  bills  h.ad  hern  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  Davis  rose,  and  said  that  Ihe  house 
lull  for  the  relief  of  Hi  r.ry  Bemish  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  on  commerce,  and  reporteil 
to  the  senate  with  a  recommendation  tor  its  indefi- 


nite postponement:  but,  understanding  that  addi- 
tional testimony  in  its  favor  was  about  to  be  sent  in, 
Mr.  D.  hart  requested  that  it  might  remain  on  the 
table  for  a  few  days.  Owing  to  the  absence  or  inad- 
vertence of  Mr.  Davis,  or  to  the  fact  that  he  fre- 
quently could  not  hear  even  the  title  of  a  bill,  and 
much  less  its  substance,  this  bill,  two  days  before, 
but  within  the  time  entitling  it  by  the  rules  to  a  mo- 
lion  for  reconsideration,  had,  notwithstanding,  been 
taken  up,  and  indefinitely  postponed.  As  this  was 
evidently  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  as 
the  additional  testimony  expected  had  now  .irrived, 
Mr.  Davis  moved  that  a  message  he  sent  to  Ihe  house, 
asking  the  return  of  said  bill,  with  the  accompanying 
documents. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Cal- 
houn, and  Lumpkin,  advocated  by  Messrs.  Davis, 
King,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Tipton,  and  White,  chiefly 
on  the  grounds  of  a  different  construction  of  Ihe  rules, 
and  of  establishing  a  troublesome  precedent,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a  division. 

This  bill  and  the  documents  were  subsequently 
received  from  the  house,  and  a  molion  made  by  Mr. 
Davis  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  indefinile  postpone- 
ment of  (he  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce  should  report  on  the  new  testi- 
mony which  had  been  received. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
asked  its  consideration  at  this  hour: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  act  of  June 
2:W,  1836,  entitled  "an  act  to  regulate  the  deposite 
of  the  public  moneys,"  and  to  inquire  whether,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  it  is  now  com- 
petent lor  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  employ  any 
bank  which  has  heretofore  been  selected  as  a  pub- 
lic depository,  and  w  hirh,  since  the  passage  ol  that 
act,  has  suspended  specie  payrrents;  and,  also,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modi- 
fying those  provisions  of  the  said  act  which  prohibit 
the  receipt,  in  payment  of  debis  and  dues  to  the 
United  Stales,  of  the  bills  of  all  banks  issuing  notes 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  to  re- 
port their  opinion  thereon. 

The  immediate  consideration  of  this  resolution 
requiring  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and 
being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Morris,  the  resolution  con- 
sequently lies  over  one  day. 

Mr.  Webster  here  offered  the  resolution  noticed  in 
our  last  paper. 

The  bill  making  indemnity  to  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  John  J.  Bulow,  deceased,  for  properly 
destroyed  by  the  Indians,  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
before  been  recently  occupied  by  the  United  Slates 
troops,  was  taken  up,  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Baijurd,  and  Preston,  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Buchanan  and  King,  and  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, laid  on  the  table — Y'eas  22,  nays"  13. 

The  bill  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Soulhport,  in 
Wisconsin,  was  taken  up,  discussed  (mainly  on  the 
question  of  the  comparative  eligibility  of  several 
ditierent  places  for  a  harbor)  by"  Messrs.  Wright, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  and  Niles,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading.  The  senate 
then  adjourned, 

May  31.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition 
of  Francis  P.  Blair,  slating  that  he,  with  col.  A. 
Crockett,  was  security  for  Samuel  B.  Crockett,  a 
delinquent  postmaster,  and  praying  an  abatement 
ofthe  amount  in  default,  for  the  whole  ofwhichthe 
postmaster  general  holds  him  responsible;  and  stat- 
ing also  that  he  had  received  from  the  dejiarlment, 
when  under  Mr.  Barry,  .$l,.5O0  as  payment  for 
actual  services  rendered  the  department,  Ihe  whole 
of  which  Mr.  Kendall  holds,  notwithstanding,  as  a 
balance  against  him;  Mr.  B.  in  this  case  also  pray- 
ing relief.     Referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  and 
of  Jamaica,  Longlsland.  praying  the  establishment 
ol  a  national  bank,  which  Mr.  C.  accompanied  with 
some  remarks  that  occasioned  a  discussion,  (to  be 
given  hereafter, )  in  which  Messsrs  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clay,  of  A]ubjma,  King,  Niles,  nnd  Jf'right 
participated.  The  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordeied  to  be  printed,  (with  the  names,-  at  the 
desire  of  Messrs.  Wright  and  Niles.) 

After  several  petitions  from  individuals  had  been 
jiresented,  and  the  committee  on  commerce  and  pen- 
sions had  been  severally  discharged  from  the  consi- 
deration of  several  petitions  which  had  been  referred 
to  them, the  resolution  concerning  banks,  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Webster,  was  taken  up,  modified  by 
Mr.  W.  so  as  to  extend  the  inquiry  as  to  the  com- 
petency of  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  to  receive 
bank  notes,  to  those  banks  which,  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  had  issued  notes 
under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  as  well  as 
those  that  had  suspended;  and  in  this  form  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 
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The  bill  from  the  house  reqiiirinj  the  United 
States  district  court  to  be  held  at  Jackson,  Tennes- 
see; was  rt-ad  twice,  and  referred. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the  bill 
in  rei;ard  to  Southport,  Wisconsin. 

This  bill,  at  consiilerable  len<;th,  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  St'i'ier  and  Ciilhoun.  chlelly  on  the  ground 
that  the  bargain  with  the  citizens  of  Southport,  by 
which  they  were  to  have  the  land,  all  of  which  yet 
belonged  to  the  United  States,  at  a  great  excess 
above  the  minininrn  price,  with  which  cvcess 
they  were  to  eonstrnctthe  harbor,  was  a  bad  prece- 
dent, rather  beneath  the  dignity  ol'the  government, 
as  well  as  injurious  to  its  interests;  and  it  was  ad- 
vocated bv  jlessrs.  Buchnnan,  C/ay,  of  Ala.,  Kins:, 
White,  and  Webslcr,  on  the  ground  that  if  the  l.itft 
pre-emption  bill  should  pass  without  this,  the  whole 
of  this  land  would  fall,  at  an  immense  profit,  into 
the  hands  of  two  or  three  individuals,  at  whose 
mercy  the  ciiizens  of  this  place  (5!)  or  GO  families) 
would  thus  be  left,  and  the  government  must  slill 
construct  the  harbor  at  its  own  expense,  thus  ad- 
ding greatly  to  the  profit  of  these  two  or  threti  specu- 
lators. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YE.\S— .Messrs.  Bayard.  Bjchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norveil, 
Prentiss,  Rives.  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Spence, 
Swift.  Trotlfr,  Wall,  Webster.  White  Young— 24. 

N.WS— Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  I.umpkin, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Southard, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Wright— 11. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communication, 
with  a  report  and  documents,  (the  subject  not 
stated  by  tlie  chair,)  which  were  referred. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  territory  of  loway  from 
a  portion  of  Wisconsin,  w  as  made  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills,  &c.  were  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

In  regard  to  aseininary  of  learning  in  Wisconsin. 
To  disapprove  and  confirm  an  act  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Wisconsin  chartering  a  bank.  Granting 
to  the  territory  of  Wiscon-in  the  alternate  sections 
of  the  land  on  the  line  of  a  proposed  canal  to  con- 
nect lake  Michigan  «  ith  Rock  river.  And  for  the 
relief  ot  Guerdoli  S.  Hubbard. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.VTIVES. 

Taesiii'j,  May  22.  Mr.  Stone  having  olTered  a 
a  resolution  directing  the  committee  on  the  post- 
ollice  to  enquire  into  theexpediencv  of  a  establish- 
ing a  mail  route  from  Kellysville,  Marion  county. 
Tennessee,  to  some  point  in  Squirreltovvn,  in  Dade 
county,  Georgia, 

Mr.  Connor  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  fix- 
ing the  hour  of  meeting,  during  the  residue  of  the 
session,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  for  a  suspension 
of  the  lules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  anil  nays; 
which  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas 
127,  nays,  42.  So  the  rules  were  suspended.  Mr. 
Boon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a 
provision  for  a  daily  recess  from  half  past  2  to  4 
o'clock.  ilr.Iiecd  advocated  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  that  there  would,  in  lact,  be  a  recess; 
and  it  was  better  to  have  it  all  at  once  and  under 
a  rule.  Mr.  McKennan  ojiposed  it,  hoping  the 
members  would  agree  to  sit  till  4  o'clock,  which. in 
ordinary  cases,  he  deemed  late  enough.  The 
amendment  was  further  advocated  by  Mr.  Boon; 
when,  Mr.  Montsomcnj,  to  cut  off  debate,  moved 
the  previous  question.  The  demand  was  sustained 
by  the  house.  The  previous  question  was  carried, 
and  the  resolution  adopted.  So  the  hour  for  meet- 
ing is  changed  from  11  to  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  Sherrod  IVilliams  asked  leave  to  make  an 
explanation.  Leave  being  granted, 
»  Mr.  W.  stated  that  there  was  an  erroneous  state- 
ment in  several  of  Ihe  public  papers,  conveying  the 
idea  that  he  had  consented  to  accept  a  inodilication 
of  his  resolution  (rescituling  theelfect  of  the  spe- 
cie circular)  as  proposed  by  the  gcntlpman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Boon.)  He  had  never  said  so.  He 
had  said  to  that  gentleman,  at  one  time,  that  he 
would  accept  as  a  modification  the  printed  resolu- 
tion from  the  senate  on  that  subj>'ct:  but  alter  fur- 
ther examining  that  resolution,  he  had  informed 
the  gentleman  that  he  could  not  do  so.  It  applied 
only  to  one  officer  of  the  government,  whereas  his 
own  resolution  applied  to  all.  Mr.  W.  tlien  slated 
that  he  had  modiiieil  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  it 
a  joint  resolution  of  both  houses;  and  if  the  liouie 
would  now  agree  to  consider  it,  he  was  willing  to 
modify  it  still  farther,  if  any  gentleman,  should  de- 
sire it.  He  explained  why  he  had  not  earlier  made 
an  effort  to  get  up  the  consideration  of  the  rtsolu- 
tion. 


He  then  asked  leave  to  move  the  resolution  in  the  I  ways  and  means  for  the  exp.-nse   conmcled    with 
'        '  the  subject  in  the  me.'sage:  and  whelh<'r  that  com- 

mittee intended  to  olfer  any  amendment.i  to  the  bill 
lor  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  to  oovir 
those  expenses?  Mr.  CiimbrelCDg  replied  in  the  nega- 
live,  and  insisted  that  whale\er  might  be  done  in 
reference  to  the  message,  Ihe  bill  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  must  slill  be  passed,  as 
thiee-loiirlhs  of  its  appropriations  were  for  debts 
already  incurred,  and  which  must  be  met,  Mr. 
Evciell  was  of  a  dilferent  opinion,  coiitemling  that 
the  two  subjects  were  intimately  connected,  be- 
f  any  thing  should  be  done  in  this  proposal 


form  which  he  prcferreil 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Cambielen!:,  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  onlered.  Mr.  Boon 
now  wished  to  explain.  Mr.  lloplcins  objected,  as 
the  genlleuian  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Williams)  had 
gone  into  nothingpersonal,  and  it  would  only  con- 
sume time.  The  genllemaii  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
Boon)  had  explained  on  a  Ibrmer  day. 

The  question  being  taken  on  suspending  the 
rules,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J. 
W.   Allen,  Aycrigg,   Bell.  Bond,  Jioon,    Borden 


caus 

,  of  accommodation,  there  would  be  no  nece'ssiiy  of 
B.iggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Casey,  I  keeping  up  Ihe  force  in  Ihe  Cherokee  nation.  'Air. 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin.  Cranslon,  Crockett,  1  Grniirf/e;/g  observed  that  all  the  diir.inulioti  of  ap- 
Cnrtis,    Cashing,,    Darlington,    Davies.    Deberry,  I  propri.ilion,  in  that  case,  would    be   simply    in   Ihe 


Dennis,  Dunn,  Kvans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,   Fill- 

ore,  R.  Garlaml,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 

Graham,  Graidl.ihd,   Gray,  Grennell,  llalev.  Hall, 

Halsted,  Hajhin,  Harperi  Hastings,  Henry;  Herod. 


pay  of  the  troops,  since  they  must  be  kept  there 
until  the  final  arrangement  'should  be  completed. 
Mr.  Criaacocic  wished  the  cominiinicalioii  r.ferrcd, 
not  in  the  first  place  to  the  commiltee  of  the  whole 


Holfman,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Jolinson,  1  on  the  slate  of  the  union,  but  to  the  commitloe  on 
Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Li'gare,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  S. '  Indian  ali'airs.  He  warmly  pressed  a  motion  lor 
Mason.  Maury,  .May,  Maxwell,  .McKennan.  Mene-  reconsideration.  On  this  motion  a  d.hate  ensued, 
fee,  Mercer,  Millig^in,IMitcliell.  Morgan,  C.Morris,  in  which  Messrs.  Kveirll,  Ilnward,  Holxei/,  and 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Parmenler,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  |  yjeiv/ took  part,  and  which  ended  with  a  niot'ion  by 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  |  Mr.  Heed  to  lay  Mr.  Glascock's  motion  for  recon- 
Robertsoii,  Robinson,  Kumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant.  |  sideration  on  the  table.  Mr.  Holscii  demanded  Ihe 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Siiilfy.  Slade,  Snyder,  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  lefnse'd  to  order  them. 
Southgate,    Stuart.     Stone,     Stratton,    Taliaferro,    The  motion' was  then  negatived:  Ayes  lij,  noes  68. 


Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  Elisha  Whittlpsey,  T.  T.  Wliittlesey.  L. 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williaiiis,  J.  L.  Wiliams,  Wise. 
Yell,  Yorke— 104. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atlier- 
ton.  Banks.  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Bouldin, 
Buchanan,  Bynuin,  Cambieleng,  Chapman,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Cobs,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Davec,  Dronigoole,  Duncan,  F.ilwards, 
Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Eletcher.  Fry, 
Glascock.  Grant,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haym's, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley.  Wn'i.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson.  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Joui'S,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keirn,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  Martin, McKay,  R.  iMcClel 
Inn,  A.  JlcClellan,  McClure,  Moor",  Murray, 
iSoble,  Owens,  Palmer.  Parker,  Pennybaeker,  Petri- 
kin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Sawyer. 
Slielfer,  C.  Sliepard,  Sheplor,  Spence'r,  Tavlor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tiiiney,  Van- 
dervecr,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thinglon— 83. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  for  the  motion,  the  house 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  Mr.  Wil- 
liams to  olfer  his  motion. 

Mr.  Naylor  obtained  leave  to  olfer  a  petition  and 
have  it  rei'crrcil. 

Mr.  Whiltlcsetj,  of  Ohio,  from  the  commillee  of 
claims,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
passed  on  the  ISth  of  January,  IS.'JT,  to  [irovide  lor 
the  p.ayineiit  for  horses  ami  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wkittlciey  moved  to  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  Ihe  act 
for  the  payment  for  horses  lost  in  the  last  war. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  accordingly 
went  into  comniitlee  of  the  whole,  (.Mr.  Retd  in 
the  chair,)  on  that  bill.  Mr.  ir/iiV/Zcsry  briefly  ex- 
|)!ained,  expressing  his  hope  that  tne  ]u-ovision, 
which  had  been  Ibrmerly  limited  to  tuo  years, 
should,  as  now  proposed,  be  rendered  ])crmanent. 
Mr.  Graham,  of  Indiana,  called  lor  the  reading  of 
tlie  act  projioseil  to  be  continucil;  and  it  was  read 
Mr.  (i.  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  extend  the  provisions  of  Ihe  law  to 
mounted  rangers  in  Iniliana  and  Illinois,  whose 
horses  had  been  Inst  without  fault  on  their  pait. 
Mr.  G.  explained  at  length,  and  advocated  the 
amendment  with  great  earnestness, 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  com 
fee;  whereupon  before  any  question  was  lalten,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  C/iair  presented  a  communication  from  Ihe 
president  notifying  the  house  of  his  approval  of  the 
bill  to  authori'ze  the  issuing  of  treasury  noleslo 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  CA«iV  laid  bclore  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  Ihe  president  concerning  the  ChiTokee 
treaty.  Sec.  of  the  same  import  as  that  noted  in  this 
day's  proceedings  of  the  senate.  [See  senate  pro- 
ceedings page  204.1 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  BrlL  the  communication  was 
!  referred  to  a  commiltee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  o( 
1  the  union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Ciim- 
breleng  pressed  amotion  to  go  into  committee  ol  the 
whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union  with  a  view  to  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  Imlian  hostilities. 
Mr.  Everett  inquired  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  whether 


there  was  any  estimate  sent  to  the  committee  ofl  week. 


The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
Cambreleni;,  and  C'us/iinf;\  when,  the  question  bein" 
laki'U  on  reconsidering,  it  was  decided  in  the  allir- 
mative:  Ayes  73,  noes  69.  So  the  reference  ol  Ihe 
piesidenl's  commiinicalion  to  the  commiltee  of  Ihe 
whole  on  the  state  of  Ihe  union  was  reconsidered. 
That  reference  was  then  negatived:  Ayes  72,  noes 
84.  The  question  then  recurred  on  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Glascock,  to  refer  the  message  to  the  com- 
millee on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  amend  the  molion  so  as  to 
give  the  committee  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  since,  as  mailers  stoml,  the  committee  could 
not  know  whether  the  proposals  of  the  president 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Cherokee  delegation. 

Mr.  Dau-son  remonstrated  very  warndy  against 
tlie  consequences  of  giving  the  committee  such  a 
power;  the  object  of  which,  he  insisted,  was  to 
bring  John  Ross  before  the  rommiltee,  and  thus 
thnisl  Ihe  authority  and  influence  of  that  chief  in 
the  way  of  the  exectilion  of  the  treaty  of  ISIij 
which  must  inevitably  bad  to  an  Indian  war.  He 
closed  by  moving  that  the  president's  communica- 
tion be  laid  on  the  fable  and  printed.  He  withdrew 
this  motional  the  request  of  J\Ir.  Wise,  whopromis- 
S'-d  to  renew  il.  He  then  replied  with  equal  warmth 
to  Ihe  speech  of  Mr.  Dawson,  denouncing  the  al- 
leged Ircaty  of  183.5  in  the  strongest  terms.  He 
expressed  lively  joy  at  Ihe  reception  of  such  a 
message,  and  complimented  the  presideiit,  as  he 
said,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life.  Mr.  Wise,  in  his 
eagerness,  forgot  to  renew  the  motion,  and  Mr. 
Glascock  obtained  the  floor.  Mr.  Il'ise  now  re- 
ncwfd  Ihe  mclioii,but  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  f7/ffscoc7i  addressed  the  house  with  earncst- 
ress,  insisting  on  the  obligation  of  the  treaty  of 
18:;.'),  and  the  sacredness  of  the  vested  rights  of 
Georgia  under  it;  Ihe  certainly  that  her  citizens 
wouhl  take  possession  of  those'lands,  and  the  im- 
minent danger  of  an  Indian  war.  Should  the  gov- 
ernment attempt  to  overturn  that  treaty,  Georgia 
would  never  befound  wanting  to  herself,  as  she  had 
once  before  proved.  Mr.  .Ithcrton  now  demanded 
the  previous  question,  (the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  bring  the  house  lo  an  immediate  vote  on  the 
reference  lo  the  Indian  coinmillee,  and  would  cut 
olf  Mr.  Everett's  amendment.)  Mr.  Uuens  moved 
to  lay  the  message  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  H'ise  strenuously  endeavored 
to  gel  the  floor  far'her  lo  reply  to  Mr.  Dawson  and 
Mr.  (JIascock;  but  Iher  Chair  insisted  on  Ihe  rule 
which  foibids  deb.Tte  after  a  motion  lo  lav  on  the 
table.  I\lr.  Cainbrcler.g  and  Mr.  Lcpare.  a^ked  that 
the  communication  be  readag.-in.  The  Chair  pro- 
nounced it  out  of  order,  as  a  motion  had  been  made 
for  the  previous  question.  Some  contusion  arose. 
The  r/miV  vindicated  its  decision;  but,  on  earnest 
remonstrance,  put  Ihe  question  on  Ihe  reading  of 
the  message,  though,  as  he  insisted,  not  strictly  in 
order.  Mr.  Il'isriusisled  thai  the  documents  should 
also  be  reail.  Tlie  C/<«iV  now  insis'ed  on  the  rule. 
Mr.  Wise  took  an  appeal.  The  decision  of  Ihe 
C/i«i>  was  sustained.  The  question  »as  now  put 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Owens  lo  lay  Itie  message 
and  documents  on  the  table,  and  negatived  by  yeas 
and  Days:  Yeas  39,  nays  1 13. 

Mr.  Montgomery  appealed  to  Mr.  .'Vlhertor.,  to 
withdraw  his  call    for  the    previous    question,  and 

Her  the  whole   subject    lo   be   postponed    lor  a 
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The  Cluiir  prononncftl  such  a  withdrawal  out 
of  onier.  The  question  was  then  put  on  sustain- 
ing the  previous  qiinstion  and  carried:  Ayes  78, 
noes  53.  .    , 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  earned, 
and  the  reference  to  the  Indian  com.aittee  agreed 

to.  .  ,        i     ■  r 

So  the  communication  of  the  president,  in  reler- 
enceto  the  treali.s  with  the  Cherolcees,  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cuslnng  now  resumed  and  concluded  his 
speech  in  support  of  his  motion  to  commit  the 
president's  niessaje  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
western territory  of  the  United  States  to  the  com- 
iniltee  on  foreign  allairs,  with  iuslruclions  to  in- 
quire inlo  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  on 
the  river  Columbia,  for  the  defence  and  occu|ia- 
tioii  of  tlie  territory  of  the  United  Slates  watered 
bv  saiil  river;  aiul'also  to  consiiler  the  expediency 
of  uiiikiu;;  further  provision  by  law  to  prevent  the 
iniermeildlini;  ol  the  ollicers  or  subjects  of  loreign 
powers  witli  the  liulians  of  the  Unit,  d  States. 

Mr.  Howard  called  lor  the  readingof  the  instruc- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  Cnshing;  which  were  read  ac- 
ciudiii^ly.  He  then  went  at  some  lena;th  inlo  a 
rejilv,  not  expressing  any  deculed  opinion  as  to 
the  '|uo|Uiely  of  the  measure  to  which  his  instruc- 
tions looked,  but  throwing  out  a  doubt  whether  Ibis 
goverjiment  could  take  possession,  as  proposed,  of 
tiie  country  on  the  Columbia,  in  consistency  with 
the  sli|uilalions  of  our  convention  with  England, 
lie  had  uo  objection  to  the  instructions. 

Mr.  Elmore  moved  as  a  substitute  the  following: 

•■Kcsulved,  That  the  couiinitlee  on  loreinn  anaiis 
be  instructed  to  iiiqiiire  into  the  extent  of  the  coiin- 
try  claimed  by  the  United  Stales  west  ol  the  Rocky 
IViountains,  on  the  northwest  coast  of  the  Pacihc 
ocean;  the  title  under  which  it  is  claimed,  and  the 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  title;  the  extent 
ol  sea-coast,  aud  the  number  and  description  of  its 
liarbors;  the  nature  of  the  climate,  soil,  produc- 
tions, and  trade;  and  also  whether  it  is  expedient 
to  eslabhsl;  a  territorial  government,  or  one  or  more 
military  posts,  as  posses.sion  for  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof;  and  what  will  be  the  expense  m-ces- 
sarv  toestabiisli  the  same,  and  the  annual  expense 
lor'its  support;  what  lortifications  aud  ships  will  be 
required  lor  said  territory,  and  what  number  of  sol- 
diers and  sailors  will  be  necessary  for  its  protec- 
tion, both  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  case  of  a  vvnr 
with  any  foreign  power;  and  that  the  committee  re- 
jiort  thereon  to  this  house." 

But  subsequently  agreed  to  add  it  to  Mr.  Ciish- 
ing's  as  an  ainendmeiit;  in  which  form  it  was 
a?ieed  to.  Tlie  iie-tructions,  tlieralore,  read  as 
follows; 

"A'f  i'j/cfi/.  That  said  communication  be  referred 
to  the  couiiiiittee  on  foreign  allairs,  with  instrnc- 
tiu  IS  to  in  [iir?  into  tile  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  post  on  the  Columbia  river,  for  the  Uefence 
and  occupa'iion  of  the  tmilory  ol  the  United  States 
watered  by  said  river:  and  also  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  further  provision  by  law  to 
prevent  the  intermeddling  of  the  olHcers  or  siih- 
j  cts  of  foreign  powers  with  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States." 

"Also,  to  inquire  info  the  extent  of  the  country 
claimed  by  the  United  States  west  of  the  Kocky 
nnnintaiiis,  on  the  nortlnvest  coast  of  the  Pacific 
ocean;  the  title  under  which  it  is  claimed,  and  the 
evidence  of  the  coirectness  of  the  title;  the  extent 
of  seacoast,  and  the  niiniber  and  description  of  its 
haibois;  the  nature  of  the  climate,  soil,  prodiic- 
tioiH  aud  trade;  and  also  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
est.iblish  a  territorial  government;  or  otie  or  more 
military  posts,  as  possession  for  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  what  will  be  the  expense  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  same,  and  the  annual  expense 
for  its  siipnort;  what  fortifications  and  ships  will 
b-'  required  fur  said  territory,  and  what  number  of 
EoMiers  aud  sailors  will  be  neci.'ssary  for  its  pro- 
t"Ctioii  both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  case  of  war 
with  any  foreign  power;  and  that  the  committee  re- 
prtrt  thereon  to  this  house." 

Mr.  Elmore  wisliiug  to  make  soma  remarks,  and 
it  b.^iiig  past  4  o'clock,  moved  an  adjournment; 
wliich  prevailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wediicfd:i;/,  M-i'/  23.  After  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  Mr.  T.diaferro  desired  that  the  house  be 
counted.  He  wi^hrd  to  know  w  lielher  those  who  had 
voted  to  cliange  the  hour  of  meeting  to  V)  o'clock 
w^^re,  tliemselves,  on  the  ground.  The  C/nu'/- slated 
that  87  niemb.M-s  only  were  present.  Mr,  Tiiniei/ 
moved  a  c;dl  of  the  house.  On  this  motion  Mr. 
lionretl  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  whic'i  were 
aceordinglv  taken;  wdieii  the  following  was  the  re- 
snll:  yeas  6i,  nav'  6fi. 

Messrs.  Slicrrud  Williams,  McKrnnan,  and  Lijoii 
obtained  leave  to  present  memorials. 


Reports  from  committees  were  presenleil;  among 
them  the  following:  Mr.  Wliitllexei/,  of  Ohio,  from 
the  committee  ol'  claims,  made  a  report  upon 
the  propriety  of  amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  lor  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
pro|)erly  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  appioved  January  18,  1S37. 

Mr.  MarliiiJ'roiu  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  against  the  petition  of  R.  H.  White  and 
others,  asking  aid  to  enable  said  'vVhite  to  procure 
witnesses  to  sustain  himself  in  his  defence  at  the 
stilt  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  a 
charge  of  burning  the  trcasuiy  building. 

Mr.  Evercll,  Uoin  the  committee  on  Indian  afi'airs, 
reported  senate  bill  No.  75,  to  provide  for  the  secu- 
rity and  protection  of  the  en.igtant  and  other  In- 
dians west  ol  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  2Sth 
rule  of  the  house,  permitting  any  member  of  the 
lionse  to  have  his  name  recorded  on  a  question 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  who  shall  come  in  belore 
the  last'name  is  called.  The  jiroposed  amendment 
v\  as  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resnlntion  to  print  an  extrannmber  of  copies 
of  the  report  of"  the  committee  on  tluelling,  &c. 
coining  up  in  order — 

Mr.  Miison,  ol  Ohio,  resumed  and  continued,  for 
some  time,  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  printing 
the  report  of  the  commit  lee,  but  in  favor  of  prinliiig 
the  e\idence  and  journal  of  the  committee.  Before 
Mr.  M.  had  concluded  what  he  had  to  say,  the 
morning  hour  exfiired. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  sf'cond  readings,  and  were  referred  to  commit- 
tees, &c. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Cushing  in  relation 
to  the  occupation  of  the  territory  on  the  Columbia 
river  came  up  next  in  order.  Mr.  Elmore,  who  had 
oliered  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Cnshinii's  instructions, 
had  I  he  floor  in  support  of  that  amendment,  but  waiv- 
ed his  right  to  address  the  house.  The  question  was 
then  taken,  and  Mr.  Cushing's  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  lionse.  Several  senate  bills  were  read 
twice,  and  lele-rrcd. 

Mr.  McKinj  asiccd  leave  to  o.Ter  the  following 
resoliilion: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  tominiiiiicate  to  this  house,  «  ith  as  little  delay 
as  practicible,  the  amount  that  will  be  required  for 
the  additional  allowances  proposed  by  him  to  be 
made  to  Ihe  Cherokecs  in  his  letter  to  John  Ross 
and  others,  uinb  r  dale  of  Ihe  ISth  of  May,  1S.3S, 
speeilying  under  separate  heads  the  amount  neces- 
sary under  each. 

OhiectioiLS  being  made,  Mr.  Bell  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rr.hs;  and  the  house  suspended.  The 
qnestiim  being  then  on  pulling  the  qneslion  on  the 
resolution  at  this  lime,  objection  was  again  made. 
Mr.  Bell  again  moved  to  suspend  the  rules.  They 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  house  then  went  into  com  mil  tee  of  the  whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  (Mr.  Howard  again  in 
the  chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  ol  Indian 
hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  following  amendment 
oliered  by  Mr.  Bell: 

"Proiided,  that  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  dissatisfaction  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  CIverokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  ii.io  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  allow- 
ing an  additional  compensation  for  lands  ceded  to 
the  United  Sta'es  by  said  treaty,  and  that  thereby 
the  government  may  be  saved  Ihe  expense  of  keep- 
ing up  the  hirge  military  fori,e  within  ihe  Cherokee 
country  now  contemplatid.  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  apply  two  millions  ol  dollars  of  the  sum  appro- 
priated bv  this  act  to  thit  object." 

Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  addressed  the  house  with 
great  animation  on  the  general  snhjrcl  of  our  In- 
dian relaliiuis;  Ihe  past  policy  of  the  country  in 
removing  tile  Indians  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi;  Ihe 
dangers  which  threaten  our  western  frontier;  aud 
the  course  of  Gcoriria  toward  the  Chi  rokees.  The 
late  treaty  with  the  Senecns.  in  the  slate  of  New 
York,  was  incidentally  alluded  to,  which  brought 
up  Mr.  i'l/'/wiore  in  explanation.  Mr.  Towns  then 
rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  spoke  in  explanation, 
and  vindicalinii  of  the  course  of  Georgia  in  dealing 
Willi  tile  Indians  in  her  liini's;  in  Ihe  course  of 
which  he  made  some  very  severe  remarks  on  the 
character  of  John  Ross,  whom  he  declared  to  be 
openly  in  market.  He  deprecated  the  least  delay 
in  the  execution  of  Ihe  treaty.  Mr.  Marvin  made 
some  slalernenls  in  reference  to  the  treaty  with  Ihe 
Seiircas.  He  gave  a  history  of  Ihe  getting  up  of  an 
application  to  the  senate  to  have  all  Ihe  cireiim- 
sLinces  of  the  allegeil  treaty  Ihoro.mhiy  invesli-n 
ted.  Thep.  wei-P  ath'sialinns  on  bmhsid.'s.  Hr 
expresseil  lively  iudigiKilinti  as  to  the  course  pur- 
sued in  the  payment  of  the  annuiUes  of  these  Seue- 


cas.  He  gave  a  history  of  the  difficulties  of  the  In- 
dians from  the  lailure  of  their  crops,  and  the  holding 
back  of  the  money  by  the  agents  who  should  have 
puid  it,  and  the  elicits  to  get  the  Indians  to  take 
goods  instead  cf  the  money,  although  the  annuity 
itself  is  but  the  interest  of  a  lund  origmallv  belong- 
ing to  the  Senecas,  and  placed  on  trust  in  the  hands 
ol  Gen.  Washington.  He  animadverted  with  seve- 
rity on  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Scheiinerhorn,  whose  unauthorized  interference  he 
deprecaled  as  of  itself  sufficient  to  cast  a  suspicion 
over  any  transaction  with  Indians. 

Mr.  C'usA/ngsaid  that  reference  havingbeen  made, 
in  this  debate,  to  the  circumstance  that  an  agent  of" 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  had  paiticipaled  in  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  late  treaty  wiih  the  St  ncca  Indians, 
he  wished,  before  the  committee  kit  tl.al  subject, 
to  make  a  brief  explanation  ol  the  facts  in  behall  of 
his  stale.  In  17Sr>  Ihe  stales  ol  IN'tw  Ycikand  Mas- 
sachusetts coneludi  d  a  coni|iroinise  ol  the  claims  of 
the  latter  in  New  Yoik,  b\  wl  icli  a  session  cf  a 
certain  part  of  the  soil  of  New  York  was  made  to 
Massachusetts,  the  jiirisdictien  remaining  with 
New  York.  This  cession  embraced  the  pre-emp- 
tive right  of  land  in  the  occupancy  ol  Ihe  Senecas. 
In  17SS  Massachusetts  conveyed  a  pait  of  her  pre- 
emptive right  lo  Oliver  Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gor- 
ham;  and  m  1791  conveyed  the  resinue  lo  Robert 
Morris.  Massachusetts  thus  parted  with  all  her 
title  to  the  lands  in  question;  bur  she  had  under- 
taken, and  has  anxiously  tndeavortd,  to  see  that 
justice  should  be  done  to  the  Senecas.  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  any  treaties  for  the  extinLniishinent  of 
their  occupalion-litle.  Accordingly,  in  the  nego- 
tiations ol  17SS  she  emjiloyed  the'celebraled  mis- 
sionary, the  Rev.  Samuel  Kiikland.the  great  Iriend 
of  Ihe  Indians,  lo  see  to  their  interest;  in  1791  the 
honorable  William  Shepard;  and  on  the  recent  oc- 
casion Ur.  Trowbridge.  Mr.  C.  said  that  Massa- 
chusetts had  no  inleiesi  in  these  cases,  but  to  exer- 
cise, in  good  faith,  a  par>  nial  care  of  Ihe  Indians. 
Wliatevir,  therefore,  ininht  be  the  fact  in  recaid  to 
the  late  treaty  with  the  Senecas;  whether  honestly 
obtained  or  not,  (of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  jiidtte,)  he  lelt  sure  that  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  careful  as  he  had  always  been  of 
the  rights  ol  the  Indians,  had  si  lecti  d,  as  Ihe  ajent 
of  Ihe  Stale  on  this  occasion,  a  geiill.uian,  whose 
character  for  integrity  and  personal  respectability 
gave  reasonable  assniance  that  the  honor  ol  iMassa- 
chiisetls  uouki  not  be  saciificed  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Wise  now  moved  a  pro\  iso  lo  the  bill,  lo  the 
eltect  that  no  part  of  the  money  should  be  used  in 
removing  the  Cherokecs  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi  till 
the  result  of  the  pending  negotiation  should  be  as- 
certained. 

But  the  amendment  not  being  now  in  order,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  should  n^ove  it  when  in  order. 

Mr.  Wise  went  at  length  into  a  further  discussion 
of  Ihe  general  subject  of  the  negotiation  ofthe  treaty 
of  New  Echota,  speaking  wilh  great  severity  ofthe 
inanner  in  which  it  had  been  clkctetl,  and  especially 
on  the  conduct  of  Ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Scheiinerhorn  in 
that  matter.  He  quoted  documents  in  snppoit  of 
his  positions,  com  men  ling  on  them  as  he  juocei  ih  d. 

Frequent  explanations  were  interpcsed,  and  ques- 
tions put,  during  the  speech,  by  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Lepare,  Graham,  Gra-ittland,  2'owris,  and  Downing. 

Mr.  W.  had  not  concluded  when  he  yieldtd  the 
floor  to  a  motion  lo  adjourn,  which  was  made  by 
Mr.  MiKennnn  about  4  o'clock. 

Belore  the  house  adjourned,  the  Chair  laid  before 
the  house  the  following  message  from  the  president 
of  Ihe  United  Slates: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  house  Ihe  copy  cf  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  Ihe  2Sth  ultimo,  by  the 
governor  of  Maine,  enclosing  sr\  era!  resoUu  s  oi  the 
legislature  of  Ihe  state,  and  claiming  reiiibiirsement 
liom  thegeiuual  so  vein  me  nf  ol  ct  liain  moneys  paid 
to  Ebenezer  S.  Grcely.  John  Bake  r,  and  others,  in 
compensation  lor  losses  and  sulierings  experienced 
by  them  respectively,  under  circumstances  mure 
fully  explained  in  his  exeellenc) 's  lelter. 

In  the  absence  of  any  aulhontyon  the  part  ofthe 
executive  to  sati^ly  these  cl:iiins,  they  aie  i  i  vv  sub- 
mitted to  congress  lor  consideralion:'  and  I  deem  it 
proper  at  the  same  time,  wilh  referenre  to  the  cb- 
strvalions  contained  in  Governor  Keiit's  nole.''above 
mentioned,  to  communicate  to  the  house  of  reprc- 
sentativi'S  copies  of  other  papers  ciuinfctrd  with 
'ho  subject  of  the  northeastern  boiindaiy  of  the 
United  Slales.  which,  wilh  the  docnmenis  already 
made  public.  w:il  slow  Ihe  actual  slate  of  the  ne- 
gotiations with  Great  Biilain  on  the  eeiieral  ques- 
tion. ]\I.  V.\.\  BUKE.V. 

Wasliins-lor),  Ma;/  19,  1,533. 

[The  followinii"  import  .lilt  pajiers  are  among  those 
iccompan\  ing  tin  above  iius'-nee:j 

Peparlmnil  of  Stale. 
Washington,  .i/iril  27,  1S3S. 

The  undtr3igiii.d,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
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states,  has  the  honor,  by  the  direction  of  the  prc- 
siilent,  to  cominuiiicate  to  IMr.  Fox,  her  Britannic 
majesty':-  envoy  cxiiaordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, the  result  ot  the  a|))ilication  o(  the  gene- 
ral ijovermuent  to  the  .-itate  ol  Maine  on  the  suliject 
ol'  the  northeastern  boundary  line,  and  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  president  has  Ibrnied  upon  a  carelul 
considerilion  tlicreof.  By  the  accompanying:  pa- 
pers,* r.'ceived  from  the  executive  of  Maine,  Mr. 
Fox  will  perceiv/e  that  J\Iainc  declines  to  givr  a 
consent  to  the  negotiation  lor  a  conventional  boun- 
dary; is  disinclined  to  the  reference  of  the  points 
in  dispute  to  a  new  arliitration;  but  is  yet  firmly 
persuaded  that  the  lina  described  in  the  treaty  of 
irtiS  can  be  (bund  and  traced  whenever  the  govern- 
ments of  the  Unit  d  States  and  Great  Hritain  shall 


was  then  iioslponed  to  Friday  next.  JMr.  U'ise\  YKAS— Messrs.  Ad.ims,  .\hx.ih.ler,  II.  .Vll.n, 
asked  that  the  ainenduient  he  liad  proposed  to  olier|  J.  W.  Allen,  Ayciigj.  Beil,  Bund,  Borden,  Buuldin, 
to  the  Inilian  appropriation   bill  iuii;lit  be  printed;;  Brij;4S.  Win.  B.  Cali.ouii.  J.  Calhooii,  W.  B.  Caiiip- 


which  was  ord 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

'nui-s<hiy.  Mmj  21.  AU.r  a  call  of  the  house,  (as 
stated  in  the  last  number,)  Mr.  Ilofmail  rose,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to'  the  lacl  thai  a 
very  exceptionable  document  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  ami  was  yesterday  laid  on  the  table.  He 
referred  to  a  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates  enrlosin";  communications  fioin  the  .secreta- 
ries of  slate  and  the  lieasniy,  in  reply  toa  rfsohition 
of  incpiiiy,  adopted  on  the  Silth  April,  is:;s,  calliiif; 
for  information  as  to  the  extent  to  whicli  the  depor- 
tation of  foreign  paupers  to  this  country  had  b 


proceed  to  make  the  requisite  investigations,  with  carried  on.  That  doriiinent  contained  two  extracts 
a  predisposition  tocli'ect  that  very  desirable  object. !  Iroin  the  New  York  "Truth-Teller,"  in  wliicli  tlieie 
Contidently  relyini;,  as  the  president  does,  upon 
the  assurances  frequently  repeated  by  the  British 
governuient  ol  the  earnest  desire  to  reach  that  re- 
sult, if  it  is  practicable,  he  has  instructed  the  uit- 
deisiijued  to  announce  to  Mr.  Fox  the  willingness 
of  this  government  to  enter  in  an  arrangement  with 
Great  Britain  lor  the  establishment  of  a  joint  coi 


sion  of  survey  and  exploration   upon  the  b.isis  ]  no  parly.     Thedocunii 


was  nothing  at  all  poitinent  to  the  sul.jecl  of  iiiqiiiiy, 
but  which  loiisisted  of  anonymous  and  violent  de- 
nunciations of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  oily 
of  New  York.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  believe  hut 
that  the  transmission  of  this  document,  as  a  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  April  30,  was  the  lesiilt  of  a  mis- 
take, to  which  the  president  himself  could  ha 


aliiuled  tocontai 


,e  been 
d  gross 
of  the  original  American  proposition,  and  the  modi-  |  personal  .-illacks  upon  individuals  of  cliaiacter  and 
fiealions  o.fered  by  her  majesty's  government.  respeclahilitv  in  New  York,  and  Mr.  II.  thouglit  that 

Tlie  secretary  of  state  is,  therefore,  authorized  to!  this  was  tle-'iiist  lime  that  an  ephemeral  article  of 
invite  Mr.  Fox  to  a  conference  upon  the  subject  at  i  this  kind,  from  the  public  pre?s.  without  signature 
as  early  a  day  as  his  convenience  will  permit;  and  j  or  responsibility,  had  ever  been  eiiibodi>'d  in  a  mes- 
t:ie  undersigned  will  be  immediately  furnished  with  I  g^ge  to  that  house  lioni  the  executive,  and  that  house 
a  requisite  full  power,  by  the  president,  to  conclude  I  asked  lo  stamp  it  with  their  sanction.  The  pn-si- 
a  convention  einbracing'that  object,  if  her  majesty's  j  dent,  if  this  indeed  were  the  result  of  mistake,  should 
minister  is  duly  empowered  to  proceed  to  the  ne-  i  have  an  opportunily  of  correcting  it,  as  should  also 
goliation  of  it  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  |  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  neither  of  whom,  Mr. 

The  undersigned  avails  hiinstlf  of  this  pccasion    II.  suggested,  could  have  purposely  transmitted 


1.  Keml.K-,  Klingei,smilh, 
Marliii.  McKuv.  K.  Mc- 
MeClure,  IMimlfinii.uy. 
Noble,  Owens,  Palini-r, 
I'eliikm,  Phelpr.  Poller, 


to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox  thi 
guished  considcralion. 


expression  of  his  distin- 
John  Forsyth. 


//.  S.  Fox,  esq.  i§-c.  SfC.  !)-c. 

Wnshinglon,  May  1,  1S3S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackiiow  ledge  the  receipt 
of  your  ctficial  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  v\hich 
you  enclose  to  me  a  communication  received  by  the 
ieder.d  govirnnient  from  the  executive  of  Maine, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  line; 
and  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  pre^ident 


docui 


its  lo  that  house.  '  If  it  was  inteniional,  tlie 
person  actually  resjionsible  should  be  ascertained, 
and  held  up  to  the  reprehension  of  tiie  house  and 
ihe  coiintiy. 

Mr.  H.  presumed  that  every  member  of  the  house 
had  read  this  message.  He  was  happy  to  say,  as  he 
did,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  that  many  gentlemen 
of  Hiat  house,  a?  well  as  those  in  favor  of  the  adminis- 
tration as  tlinse  opposed  lo  it,  had  expressed  lliem- 
:-lves  in  terms  of  sfrong  disapprobalion  will 


•d    1 


willing  to  enter  into  an  arrangenn'iit  with  her  ma-  I  p,,r  time,  or  some! 

jesty's  government  lor  the  establishment  of  a  joint  .   .:  -   i- 

commission  of  survey  and  exploration,  upon  the 
bjsis  of  the  original  American  proposition,  and  of 
the  modifications  ottered  by  her  majesty's  govern- 
ment, as  commuidcatcd  to  you  in  my  note  of  the 
IDth  of  January  last;  and  you  invite  me  to  a  con- 
ference, for  the  pi;r|iose  of  negotiating  a  convention 
that  shall   embrace   the  above   object,  if  I  ain  duly  j  United  Slatis,"  be  discharged  from  the  lurlher  con 


empowered  by  my  government  to  proceed  to  such 
negotiation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  slate  to  you,  in  reply,  that 
my  actual  instructions  weie  fiilfilled  by  the  delivery 
of  the  communication  which  I  addressed  to  you  on 
the  Kith  of  January;  and  that  I  am  not  at  present 
provided  with  full  powers  for  negotiating  the  pro- 


posed convention.  I  will  forthwith,  however,  trans-  j  He  red.  Mr.  Foslcr  hoped  that  this  subject  might  be 
mit  to  her  majesty's  government  the  note  which  I  i  postponed  until  to-monow.  i\Ir.  Tr)7/(./nis,  ol  Noith 
have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you;  in  order  I  Carolina,  demanded  the  reading  ol  the  documents 
that  such  Iresh   instructions   may   be  lurnished  to  I  alluded  to.      Mr.  H./mcr  risked  lor  tie  reading  ol  the 


me,  or  such  other  steps  taken,  as  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  question  may  appear  to  her  majesty's 
government  to  require.  I  avail  myself  of  tliis  occa- 
sion to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  res- 
pect and  consideration. 

H.  S.  Fox. 

The  hoii.  John  Forsyth,  ^c. 

Mr.  Evil  IIS  moved  Ihe  postponement  of  the  con- 
siileration  of  this  communication  to  Friday  next, 
and  that  it  be  printed.    INIr.  Ciimbrelent;  hoped  they 


were  to  have  no  premature  debate  on  the  subject  !  trodiiction  of  foreign  |iaiipeis  into  the  United  Stat 


of  this  message.  These  motions  to  postpone  to 
day  certain  hail  often  proved  gieat  interruptions  to 
the  public  business.  Mr.  Urans  observed  there 
were  other  sorts  of  public  business  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  Congr.?ss  besides  appropriation  bills, 
whatever  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  m^ans  might  think;  but,  Mr.  E.  said,  no  in- 
terruption should  be  occasioned  bybiin.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleiig  would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  message  was  not  very  important  public 
business.  He  only  deprecated  having  a  premature 
debate  und»r  a  motion  to  postpone  to  a  pirticul 


day.  Mr.  Ciishins  protested  against  the  notion  that  j  moved  to  suspend  the  further  reading  of  these  dncu- 
nothing  constituted  public  business  but  the  lionora-  j  nienls.  but  Ihe  house  refused  to  sustain  the  motion 
ble  gentleman's  inon^y  bills.     He  also  protested  no  I  and  the  reading  of  tlie  alene  pa]jers  was  concluded 


lull.  Cuter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs.  Coles, 
l-'oimcir,  Corwiii,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Ciishing,  Dawson, 
Dave.s,  Dennis,  Dunn.  ICvai.s,  F.veretl,  Kwing.  R. 
Fletcher.  Fillinore,  U.  Garland,  Glascock,  J.Gia- 
ham,  W'm.  Graham,  Granlland,  GraM'S,Gray.  Grtn- 
nell,  Giiinn,  Hall,  llalsted.  Hailaii,  Harp.  r.'Hawes, 
Herod,  lloihnan,  Hopkin.s,  K.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jack- 
sou,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Keiine- 
.Iv,  Lincoln,  l.voii,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Jla.-on, 
Maiirv,  Mr.,  Maxwell.  iMeKennan.  Menek-e,  Mil- 
ligaii,'  Mite;.ell,  M.  Morns.  C.  Morris,  Na\lor. 
Noyes,  Patterson,  P.aiee,  Peck,  Potts,  Prall,  Kari- 
deil,  Kandolph,  Keed.  Kidgway,  Robinson,  KumSfV, 
Itus-sell,  Sawyei,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Sheppeid,  C. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Stanly,  Stone,  SIratlon, 
Thoinp.son,  Tilhnghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Van- 
derveer,  Albert  S  While,  J.  \Vliile,  E.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams.  Wi.se,  Ymki — 111. 

NAYS— Me-^srs.  Andiews,  Atherton,  Bealty, 
lieirne,  liicknell.  Boon,  Biodhead,  Broiison,  Cam- 
brehuig,  J.  Canipbeil,  Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Ciishnian,  Diomgoole,  Duncan,  Fairinglon,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  I'oster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Grant,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hawkins,  lla\iie.=.  Holt.  Houar.I,  Hubley, 
Iiigliam,  J.  Johnson,  Ivein 
L"adlHtt,  r,  Le«is.  Logan, 
Cltllaii,  A.  McClellan, 
Moore,  Morgan,  JMiiiray, 
Parmenter,  Pennybacki 

Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson.  Rives,  Slulf-r,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas.  Tdiis, 
Toucey,  Turnev.  Wagcner,  Webster,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worlhinglmi,  Yell— 75. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  Mr.  Holf- 
man  was  refused  the  leave  tomaki'  his  n.ulion. 

Sir.  Thompson  said  that  this  was  a  question  of 
privilege.  He  believed  that  these  documents  had 
been  sent  to  the  house  wi;lioiit  the  knowledge  ol  ihe 
exiciitive.  The  information  called  for  was  specific, 
and  the  re|ily  to  Ihe  call  was  a  collecticiii  of  inlan/ons 
and  scurrilous  lib.lsfiom  one  ol  the  common  >ewers 
of  pariy  abuse.  JMr.  T.  suggested  to  the  0/iaiV  lo 
apply  to  the  executive  to  know  if  this  <locuincnt  was 
iideed  sent  to  that  house  by  liis  order.  The  Chiiir 
eininded  Mr.  T.  that  his  remarks  were  not  in  older, 
no  proposition  being  beloie  the  house.  Mi.  Thump- 
son  then  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  oiler  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

' liesvlecd.  That  the  president  of  the  Unlteil  States 
be  requested  to  inlbiin  this  house  whether  document 
No.  y,  and  that  which  lollows,  accoiniion\  ing  his 
message  of  the  lllh  of  May,  were  communicated  to 
this  house  by  his  direction.  This  being  objected  to, 
i\lr.  Thompson  moved  to  suspend  file  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  lo  oiler  the  resolution  he  had  indicated  his 
intention  to  uller.     Lost. 

R-  ports  ol  coinmiliees  were  then  received,  among 
them  was  the  lollowiiig: 

By  Mr.  Thomiis.  fioui  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, a  bill  lo  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of 
the  bills,  notes,  and  olher  securities  of  corporations 
created  by  acts  ot  congress  w  liicli  have  ex   ired." 

Mr.  Johnson,  ol  Virginia,  fioui  the  committee  of 
accounts,  moved  that  the  cominiltee  be  discharged 
liom  the  further  consideralion  of  the  resolution  of 
the  oOlh  of  April,  lo  vest  in  the  house  the  appoint- 
ment of  librarian  lo  the  house,  and  to  unite  the  iffice 
Willi  that  of  the  keeper  of  jiublic  documents;  which 
motion  «as  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Tiiylur,[\\.m  the  rommiitee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, re|  orled  the  Ibllouiiig  lesoliiti  n,  which  was 
a.'ieed  lo: 

Rrsolveil,  That  this  bouse  will,  on  Salurdny  next, 
after  the  hour  of  12  o'clock,  proceed  lo  Ihe  consiee- 
ratioii  of  bills  which  have  been  or  shall  then  be  re- 
ported Iroiii  the  coinmiitee  on  invalid  pensions  and 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions. 

Several  bills  liom  the  senate,  some  with  and  some 
williout  amendment,  being  referred  to  appropriate 
committees,  the  house,  upon  motion,  went  into  com- 
mittee of  Ihe  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  union,  (Mr. 
Howard  in  the  chair,)  and  look  up  bill  No.  (I7G,  lor 

^ ^ ^  (he   suppression   of  Indian   hostililies.     .Mr.    Bell's 

CHr'fe'wa7(ifsirous'''iharNo^'7'ndIdTa^  was    immediately   under  consideralion. 

Mr.  Ilurhin  gave  noiice  ol  an  ameiiilinenl.  i\lr. 
H'ise  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed  and 
concluded  hisremaiksou  that  part  of  the  bill  relating 
to  the  removal  of  the  Cheiokees.  M\:  Hhiscoclc  lol- 
lowerl  at  length,  on  the  other  side,  and  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Messrs.  Downing,  and  Graham,  of  .N.  C. 
spoke  on  the  same  side,  and.  before  Ihe  hitter  finish- 
ed his  remaiks,  the  coinmiitee,  on  motien  of  Mr.  J. 


to  that  document.     II-  ga 
denlion  to  oli'ei  llie  liiliow 
lik< 


notice  that  it  was  his 

resolution  at  the  pro- 

lle  moved  that  Hie 

..solution  be  read  for  the  informalion  of  the  house: 

Resoh.'ed.'T\iai  the  select  conimillee  to  which  was 
referred  "  Ihe  president's  message,  togelher  with  re 
ports  from  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  secretary  of 
Ihe  tieasiiry,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  Ihe  30lli  ultiino,  re- 
to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the 


ileration  of  the  two  papers  numbered  8  and  9,  an 
nexed  lo  Ihe  report  ol  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
and  that  Ihe  same  be  returned  to  the  president. 

Mr.  Bealty  objected  to  the  recejdion  of  Ihe  lesolii 
tioii  at  this  time.  Mr.  Hoffman  moved  a  snspensioi 
of  Ihe  rules  to  enable  him  to  inlioduce  the  resolii 
lion,  and  a<ked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or 


irmation 
cited  in 


.esolulion  of  inquiiy,  under  which  thi.s  i 
was  given.  Mr.  Curtis  said  that  it  was 
tlie  message  in  question. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  resolution  of  the  30th 
A|iril,  1833.  as  follows: 

'■  Reso'vcd.  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of 
all  correspo;uience  and  communications  which  have 
passed  between  this  and  any  foreign  government, 
and  the  ollieeis  or  agents  thereof,  relating  to  the  in- 


also.  what  steps,  il  any,  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  inlroibiction  of  such  jiaupers  into  the  United 
States:  provid-d  such  communications  are  not  in- 
coinpatibie  with  Ihe  interest  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Hoffman  proposed  that  the  documents  inaiked 
8  and  9  should  be  read,  omitting  the  preliminary  o 
M 

read.  Mr.  Grant  calhd  for  the  reading  ol  twoot.ier 
of  the  documents  in  question. 

Th"  documents  were  then  read.     [They  shall  have 
a  p  ac>  in  our  next  "  Rf;gistf.r."] 

Uv.  Branson  (before  the  reading  was  coiicliii1--'il) 


less  d  •cid.'dly  against'. gentlemen  being  prohibited  I  The  reailing  being  finished,  Mr.  Bronson  rrquesled 
from  choosing  their  own  time  for  their  own  motions,  j  iVir.  Hothnan  to  witlidiaw  his  inolion  lo  suspend  the 
without  being  dictated  to  as  to  the  order  of  busi-  '  rules,  for  Ihe  present;  but  Mr.  H.  declined  lo 
ness.     Til' 

*  Vide 
cress. 


L.  mHiams,  rose,  ami  hail  leave  to  sit  .'gain. 

Alter  the  passage  ol  a  senate  bill  lo  repeal  ceilain 
provisoes  in  the  act  imposing  duties  upon  impoits, 
'     ■    •      -     ■        ■  ■  ■:-  -  of  a   hill  fn.m  the 


1..    r.irlher  consideration   of  Ihe   message  |      xiie  question  noon  suspending  the  rule?  was  then  ]  and  the  first  and   second   reading  of  a   bill  Inun  me 
^ate  doc.  Ao.  424,  2d  session. 2.th  con- J  taken,  (requiring  two-thirds,)  and  was  decided  -|  — J^Vt^liL^  11^^- CumtH^^^ 
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aineniiinent  thereto  bv  the  senate. )  Mr.  Pope  moved 
that  tlie  house  concur  with  the  senate  in  its  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Ewing,  ol'Indiana,  objected  to  that  clause 
ofthe  amendment  which  restricted  the  labor  on  the 
road  to  certain  points;  but,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Pope,  otKy.,  and  other  members,  withdrew  his  ob- 
iectio'n.  He  staled  that  his  constituents  lelt  aggriev- 
ed, and  had  petitioned  to  rescind  the  restriction  men- 
tioned, but  be  couhl  not  allow  himself,  as  intimated, 
to  cnd'ani'er  the  bill,  and  would  therefore  .not  insist 
on  the  cliano-e,  the  senate  being  constituted  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means.  Motion  negatived — ayes 
50,  noes  80.  Mr.  Ellmore  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn.  Lost.  Mr  Campbell  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
and  amendments  on  the  table.  A  motion  was  made 
that  the  house  adjourn,  and  lost.  The  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  were  or- 
dered, and  the  house  negatived  the  motion  by  the 
following  vote — yeas  6U,  nays  84.  A  motion  was 
then  made  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  house  then  concurreil  in  the  amendment  of 
the  senate,  without  a  division;  and  tlien  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  May  25.  The  Chair  laid  before  the  house 
the   following  message  from   the  president  of  the 
United  States: 
To  the  house  of  representatives  ofthe  United  States: 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  explanatory  of  the  manner  in  which 
extracts  from  certain  newspapers  relating  to  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  paupers  in  this  country,  and 
the  steps  taken  to  prevent  it,  became  connected 
with  his  communication  to  me  on  lliat  subject,  ac- 
companying my  message  of  the  lltli. 

Sensible'that  those  extracts  are  of  a  character 
which  would,  if  attention  had  been  directed  to 
them,  have  prevented  their  tiansinission  to  the 
house,  I  request  permission  to  withdraw  them. 

M.    V.^N    BUREX. 

May  24,  183S. 

Treasury  DepaHmcnt,  May  2-1,  1S38. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  two  ex- 
tracts from  one  of  the  presses  in  New  York  city, 
relating  to  the  introduction  of  Ibreign  paupers,  and 
submitted  to  the  house  of  representatives  with  your 
message  of  the  11th  inst.  This  department  has 
been  engaged  in  collecting  information  on  that  sub- 
ject during  the  la=t  two  years,  and,  while  so  em- 
ployed, the  local  diliicnlties,  in  some  of  the  princi- 
p>il  seaports,  caused  by  attempts  to  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  such  paupers,  became  a  topic  of  fre- 
quent communication  to  it — sometimes  by  writing 
and  printed  statements,  and  sometimes  in  person  by 
municipal  officers. 

Among  other  communications  concerningif  some 
were  cade,  in  the  course  of  the-  last  summer,  by  a 
part  of  the  commissioners  of  health  for  the  city  of 
New  York  in  a  visit  to  the  department,  and  others 
were  made  by  some  person  feeling  an  interest  in  the 
question,  by  fbrwanling  the  extracts  before  men- 
tioned, as  containing  matter  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Without  a  critical  examination,  they  were  placed 
on  file  with  the  clerk  having  particular  charge  ol 
that  business;  and,  when  the  papers  in  this  de- 
partment, concerning  the  introduction  of  (oreign 
paupers,  and,  "also,  what  steps,  if  any,  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  jiaupers 
info  the  United  States,"  were  collected  for  you,  in 
the  preparation  of  a  reply  to  the  call  of  the  house, 
these  extracts  were  submitted  in  connection  with 
other  matter  bearing  on  those  inquiries. 

This  was  done,  in  the  pressure  of  business,  with- 
out noticing  the  circumstances  that  in  those  ex- 
tracts certain  remarks  and  strictures  of  a  personal 
character  appear  to  be  mingled,  concerning  the 
correctness  of  which  the  department  of  course 
knows  nothing — which  it  could  not  desire  to  aid  in 
republishing — and  wliich,  had  they  been  observed 
at  tlie  time,  would  not  have  been  communicated. 
Respectfully,  yours. 

Levi  Woobury, 
Secretary  ofthe  treasury. 
To  the  President  ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  Russell  observed  that  his  colleague  (Mr 
Hoifman)  was  not  now  in  his  seat,  but  Mr.  R.  bad 
prepared  certain  modifications  of  the  resolution 
yesterday  ottered  by  that  gentleman,  and  he  wisheil 
the  resolution  moved  by  him  to  be  now  taken  up 
and  considereil,  that  the  president  and  secretary 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  set  themselves  right 
before  the  house  and  the  country. 

Mr.  Cainbreten^  said,  after  what  the  bouse  had 
now  heard,  all  that  was  necessary  was  a  simple  mo- 
tion that  the  president's  request  be  complied  with, 
and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  re- 
Irrred  to  in  the  message;  for  which  end  he  moved 
the  following  resolution: 


"That  the  committee  to  which  the  papers  alluded 

to  in  the  said  message  have   been  referred,  be  dis- 

"charged  Irom   the  consideration  thereof,  and  that 

"tlieybe  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and  returned  to 

"the  president." 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  thought  that  the  course 
suggested  by  Mr.  Canibreleng  w'as  the  proper  one. 
It  was  evidently  through  mistake  that  the  papers 
had  been  sent.  Mr.  Dromgoole  thought  that  the 
correct  parliamentary  course  would  be  to  discharge 
the  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of 
those  documents. 

Mr.  Everett  called  for  the  reading  again  of  the 
message  and  its  enclosure;  and  they  were  read  ac- 
cordingly. Mr.  McKennan  moved  that,  as  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  New  York,  (Wr.  Hoffman,)  who  in- 
troduced this  subject  to  the  notice  ofthe  bouse, 
was  not  in  his  scat,  the  consideration  of  the  mes- 
sage be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jduiiis  preferred  that  the  message  and  docu- 
ments should  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  appeared  in  his  seat.  After 
the  explanation  w  liicli  had  been  given,  he  presumed 
there  would  be  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  any 
member  to  impute  blame  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Still,  the  fact  itself  was  an  important 
event  iii  tlie  relations  ol  this  house  with  the  execu- 
tive depaitment,  and  the  course  ol  the  house  in  re- 
gard to  it  should  be  deliberate  and  determined.  The 
occurrence  which  had  led  to  the  conversation  was, 
no  doubt,  unintentional  on  the  jiart  both  of  the 
president  and  the  secretary.  But,  if  it  had  been 
intenlional,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
would  have  been  one  of  the  grossest  violations  of 
the  privileges  of  the  house,  that  ever  had  been  com- 
mitted by  a  presidend  ofthe  United  States.  It  was 
evident,  however,  that  the  thing  bad  happened 
without  any  such  intention.  Mr.  A.  would  not 
apply  any  severity  of  principle  to  the  intercourse 
between  the  house  and  the  Executive.  But  the 
event  itself  was  by  no  means  indilferent  or  of  small 
consequence.  These  otiensive  papers  would  go  to 
the  world,  and  would  have  as  injurious  an  effect 
against  the  individuals  concerned,  the  mayor  ofthe 
city  of  New  York  and  distinguished  members  of  the 
corporation  of  that  city,  as  if  they  had  been  com- 
municated purposely.  He  should  prefer  that  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  deferred  mitil  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  should  be  in  his  seat: 
but  it  oui:ht  not  to  be  put  tdftill  to-morrow,  nor 
for  a  day,  or  a  minute  alter  that  time.  It  was  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  of  the  very  highest  or- 
der.    He  hoped  it  would  be  acted  upon  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  consideration 
ofthe  resolution  was  postponed  until  after  the  com- 
mittees shouhl  have  reported. 

R''port3  were  then  received.  Among  tlieni  was 
the  bill  Irom  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, received  from  the  senate  for  extending  the 
charters  ofthe  hanks  in  said  District. 

Mr.  B.  pressed  for  an  immediate  consideration 
ofthe  bill.  He  said  he  was  persuaded  that  it  grant- 
ed to  the  banks  as  good  terms  as  they  could  ob- 
tain from  either  house.  He  considered  the  terms, 
indeed,  as  very  hard  ones;  harder,  probably,  than 
any  banks  ever  had  to  submit  to  from  a  state  legisla- 
ture. But,  at  present,  both  the  banks  and  the  citi- 
zens were  in  a  state  of  painful  suspense;  and  did 
not  know  what  fo  do;  and  it  would  be  a  relief  to 
them  to  have  tlie  bill  immediately  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion ofthe  hill  to  Monday  week.  He  remonstrated 
warmly  (thoiiih  almost  inaiidibly  to  our  reporter, 
from  the  noise  in  the  house)  against  the  bill,  and 
against  having  it  crammed  down  the  throats  of  gen- 
tlemen without  time  for  consideration. 

Mr.  liouldin  reminded  the  gentleman  and  the 
house  that  the  charters  of  the  banks  would  expire 
on  the  4th  of  July  next.  If  the  bill  was  not  acted 
on  speedily,  it  would  be  too  late  to  act  upon  it  to 
any  useful  purpcise. 

Mr.  Thoni':s  said,  on  account  ol  the  deep  interest 
his  own  constituents  bid  in  this  hill,  be  must  say 
a  few  words  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  very  true  that 
the  charters  of  these  banks  woiihi  expire  on  the 
4(li  of  July  next.  It  must  be  plain  to  every  gen- 
tleman that  the  house  could  not,  at  tins  time,  take 
up  the  general  subject  of  bankiiij,  or  discuss  the 
question  of  cbarleiing  these  District  banks  for  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years.  He  was  glad  to  learn  that 
the  banks  were  willini;  to  accept  the  cliarteis  ex- 
tended to  them  in  this  bill,  which  did  but  prolong 
their  corporate  existence  for  tuo  years,  and  that  on 
terms  advantageous  fo  all.  The'eHect  ofthe  bill 
would  he  to  distinguish  between  the  sound  and  the 
unsound  banks  in  the  District;  so  that,  before  con- 
gress shall  meet  the  next  time,  it  would  be  fully  as- 
certained which  banks  weie,  and  which  were  not 
worthy  of  public  confidence.  The  passing  of  the 
bill  would  be  the  very  best  mode  of  settling  that 
point.     He  hoped  genflcmciion  all  sides  «oiild  con- 


sent to  act  on  the  bill  at  once,  and  that   it   would 
pass  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Mercer  added  the  exnres&ion  of  his  wish  that 
the  bill  should  be  acted  on  now.  His  own  consti- 
tuents were  deeply  interested  initsfaie.  The  terms 
granted  by  it  to  the  banks  were  very  hard;  so  hard, 
that  if  there  were  time  for  the  discussion  he  should 
make  an  etibrt  to  mitigate  their  severity:  but  as 
this  might  endanger  the  bill  he  would  not  press  it. 
He  considered  this  as  peculiarly  an  unfit  time  to 
enter  into  a  general  debate  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ing: it  could  scarce  avoid  being  tinctured  more  or 
less  by  party  spirit.  He  trusted  that  the  bill,  there- 
fore, such  as  it  was,  would  be  acted  on  w  ithout  de- 
lay. 

Mr.  jCT?/cr  said  it  was  important  to  all  parties 
interested  that  some  speedy  action  sl:ould  be  had 
upon  the  bill  just  reported,  as  the  charters  of  all 
those  banks  would  expire  by  limitation  on  the  4th 
July  next.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Mercer,)  that  the  provisions  of  the 
hill  might  operate  with  considerable  prejudice,  not 
only  to  the  institutions,  but  to  all  who  were  in  any 
manner  concerned  in  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of 
the  District  banks.  There  were  three  conditions 
contained  in  the  bill  as  it  came  from  tne  senate,  and 
which  has  been  reported  by  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  without  amendment,  one  of 
which,  if  adopteil,  might  press  heavily  npon  those 
institutions,  wTlhouf  any  benefit  whatever  to  the 
community.  The  billjproposes  to  extend  the  char- 
ters ol  those  banks  for  two  years  alter  the  expira- 
tion of  their  present  term,  upon  condition — 

1st.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
they  shall  ceaee  to  pay  out  any  note  under  the  de- 
nondnation  of  five  dollars. 

2d.  That  alter  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  all 
notes  of  five  dollars  shall  be  paid  in  specie;  and 

3d.  That  alter  the  first  January  next,  specie 
payments  shall  be  made  in  full  for  all  their  notes, 
and  sooner,  if  tlie  principal  banks  of  Baltimore  and 
Richmond  should  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 

Mr.  J.  said  it  was  to  the  second  condition  fo 
which  he  had  ohjectioii.  The  banks  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  do  not  pav  specie  for  their  notes  of  any 
denomination;  and  what  Kill  be  the  consequence 
ofthe  District  banks  resuming?  Certainly,  if  there 
continues  to  be  n  demand  for  specie,  no  matter  how 
low  the  premium  the  five-dollar  notesof  the  District 
may  be  at,  the  banks  will  be  called  on  to  redeem 
them  in  specie.  The  result  will  be,  that  the  banks 
will  be  compelled  not  fo  issue  any  noles  of  five  dol- 
lars of  their  own,  and  those  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia of  that  denomination  vmII  be  substituted  for 
them.  All  the  notes  ticw  in  circulation,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  five-dollar  notes  out, 
will  speedily  find  their  way  back  to  the  banks  from 
which  they  were  issued.  And  should  those  banks 
refuse,  as  they  will,  no  doubt,  to  reissue  them,  a 
clamor  will  be  raised  against  them  for  not  furnish- 
ing a  specie  circulating  medium.  If  the  banks 
thron:rhout  the  country,  or  those  of  Ballimore  and 
Richmond,  paid  specie  lor  their  five-dollar  notes, 
then  the  condition  would  be  a  salutary  one.  But 
the  effect  inevitably  will  he  to  v\iihdraw  fiom  cir- 
culation all  the  five  dollar  notes  of  the  banks  ofthe 
District  of  Columbia  until  the  first  of  January, 
when  a  general  resumption  of  specie  payments  is 
contemplated,  and  a  substitution  in  their  place  rf 
similar  notes  oi'  banks  of  surrounding  states,  over 
which  congress  has  no  control. 

Lot  it  not,  then,  be  said  hereafter,  fo  their  preju- 
dice, should  a;  plication  he  made  for  a  renewal  or 
modification  ol  Ihe  charters  of  those  banks,  that 
they  refused  fo  issue  five-dollar  notes  for  Ihe  ac- 
commodation of  the  surrounding  cnuimuidly.  when 
yon  will,  by  youroun  cct.have  diivcn  tin  in  out  of 
circulation. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  apprehended  that  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Thomas)  was  mistaken  when  he  said  the  bill 
was  acceptable  to  those  irderrsted.  The  directors 
ol  those  institutions,  it  is  true,  may  be  compelled  to 
accept  the  terms  proposed  by  this  bill,  more  parti- 
cularly as  a  refusal  to  do  so  would,  aflcr  the  4lh  of 
July  next,  forfeit  their  charters. 

Another  objection  fo  the  bill  is,  that  it  leaves 
them  no  option,  and.  therefore,  they  must  accept 
whatever  terms  you  choose  to  impose,  or  their  char- 
ters will  be  forfeited.  Mr.  J.  said  at  a  proper  lime 
he  infendetl  to  move  an  amendment  pro\ifling  lime 
to  enable  those  banks  to  wind  up  and  close  their 
concerns,  should  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  ac- 
cept a  continuation  of  their  charters  npon  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill.  He  should  also  move  to  strike 
out  the  second  condition,  believing  it  to  be  more 
oppressive  than  the  conditions  imposed  upon  any 
of  the  banks  by  the  slates.  He  did  not  consider  it 
expedient  or  prudent  at  the  present  time  to  deal 
I  more  riuidly  with  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia than  had  been  exercised  by  the  states  of 
I  Virginia  and  Maryland  towards  their  institutions. 
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Mr.  Pc/nVii;iagaiJi  took  the  floor  against  the  bill, 
reiiionstratijig,  with  .some  vvanntli,  au;ainst  the  idea 
tliat  the  house  was  to  be  p;overiicd  in  its  |p|,'islatioii 
by  the  wishe.s  or  the  banks.  Were  banks  to  die- 
tate  to  congress  ivhat  laws  they  should  enact?  It 
was  an  insult  to  the  house.  This  dictation  was  the 
work  of  bank  ollicersand  bank  directors,  not  of  the 
stockholders.  The  poor  stockholders  were  mere 
machines,  ciphers,  to  be  used  lor  the  benefit  and  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  bank  boards,  lie  denounced 
the  bill  as  a  fraud  on  the  community,  piofes.sed  warm 
interest  lor  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  challenged  an  invcstiijation  of  the  allairs 
of  the  banks.  He  complained  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  District  committee  were,  in  this  way,  forced 
down  the  throats  of  members.  He  insisted  that  on 
the  very  face  of  tile  bill  i:  was  an  imposition  on  the 
))eople;  it  left  an  open  question  as  to  which  were 
the  most  respectable  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Rich- 
mond. Who  was  to  settle  this  point?  was  it  the 
court.s  of  justice,  or  these  bank  thi-mselves? 

Mr.  Bontdin  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
JlJums  said  he  wished  to  oiler  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  and  hoped  the  motion  for  the  previous  question 
would  be  withdrawn.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  desirous  that  it  should  pass  wilhont  delay,  but 
desired  opportunltj  to  propose  an  anjenduient.  Mr. 
Bouhiin  declined  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  was 
convinced  no  better  terms  eonid  be  obtained,  and 
ameiuln)ent.5  would  only  risk  the  bill.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  seconded — Ayes  74, 
no?s  6(). 

I\lr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  |)revious 
question  was  then  put,  and  eairied.  The  main 
question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading, 
was  decided  as  lollows: 

YE. \S— .Messrs.  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews.  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Biek- 
liell,  Birdsall,  Bond,  B.ion.  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
Bronson.  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Cheathain, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Dawson,  Davies,  DeGratt^,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewins,  E.trrington,  R. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster.  Fry,'  J.  Garland,  R. 
Garland,  Glascock.  J.  Graham,  W.ii.  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hammond.  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham.  T.  B. 
Jackson,  H.Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Keinble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Logan,  Malloiv,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McClnre, 
McKennan,  Menefee.  Mercer,  Morgan,  M.  Morris, 
C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble.  Noyes,  Palmer, 
Parmenler,  Pearce,  Peiinybacker,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily, 
Renclier,  Rliett,  Rid^way.  Rives,  Robinson,  Rnm- 
sev,  Russell,  Shelier,"A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields.  Sla.le,  South^ate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Stone.  SIratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Til- 
lin^'hast,  Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  AVaijener, 
Weeks,  Albert  S".  While.  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whilllesev,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise, 
AV..rlhinston— l:M. 

X.W'i — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Aycrigg, 
Win.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Connor, 
Cushing.  Cushman,  Davee.  Dromgnole,  Fairfield, 
Goode,~Halsted,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,'  Ceim,  Leadbetter, 
Loomis,  McKay,  \.  McClellan,  Montgomery, 
Owens.,  Patterson,  Peek,  Petrikin,  Potter,  Robert- 
son, Sheplor,  Snvder.  loland,  Turiiey,  Underwood, 
Webster,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Yell— "41. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tliini  reading. 

When  the  question  as  to  the  time  of  the  third 
reading  was  put,  Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  Monday  wi'ek; 
but  the  house  refused  that  motion,  as  well  as  ano- 
ther for  Monday  and  another  for  to-morrow;  and 
ordered  the  bill  to  have  its  third  reading  at  this 
time. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time;  and 
the  question  being,  shall  the  bill  pa«s? 

Mr.  ,1dams  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted, 
with  instructions  to  report,  as  a  fourth  condition  of 
the  charter,  that  the  banks  shall  make  no  dividends 
durino:  a  suspension  of  specie  payments.  On  this 
motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  naj-s;  which  were 
erderrd. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  whether  the  bill  contained 
any  clause  requiring  an  acceptance  of  the  charter 
on  the  part  of  the  banks?  This  he  considered  was 
necessary,  in  order  that,  if  the  banks  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  of  their  charters,  the  holders 
of  their  notes  might  have  a  hold  upon  them  for 
their  money.     Such  was  the  practice  in  New  York. 

Mi.  BoutfJin  said  he  had  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion to  both  the  amendments,  but  he  was  opposed 
to  the  recommitment  as  likely  to  be  f.ital  to  the  bill.  \ 
He  was  not,  himself  an  advocate  of  all  the  clauses 
of  the  bill;  some  of  them  he  thou;;ht  very  hard  ones;  [ 
and  he  was  not  for  breaking  the  bones  of  the  people  | 


of  this  District  because  they  could  call  him  to  no 
reckoiiin^.  But  he  lia<l  dilig'enily  inlonned  himself 
of  the  probable  ellect  of  this  sending  the  bill  back 
to  the  senate,  and  also  of  what  were  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  District,  not  only  the  stockholders 
of  these  banks,  but  the  people  of  the  District  ge- 
nerally, and  the  result  was  that  he  must  refuse  his 
assei.t  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 
[Here  the  morning  hour  expired.] 

Sir.  B.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  consider 
this  bill. 

Mr.  .'Idiims  reminded  him  that  the  existence  of 
the  globe  did  not  depend  on  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
it  could  lie  over  till  to-inorrow,  w  ithout  any  general 
calamity  or  catastrophe. 

The  motion  for  suspension  of  the  rules  was  re- 
jected.    So  the  subject  lies  over  till  to-morrow. 

The  subject  ol  the  president's  message,  received 
to  day,  now  again  came  up  in  order,  and  an  inter- 
esting debate  ensued;  of  uhicli  we  shall  present  a 
report  in  the  next  "Recistkii."  At  present  we 
can  only  state  that  Mr.  Iloffmnn  addressei!  tlie  house, 
expressing  his  gratilicali'on  tnat  the  pre.JidenI  had 
fully  exonerated  hinisc  If  from  all  blame  in  this  af- 
fair; he  did  not  seem  much  inclined  to  acquit  the 
secretary  for  having  such  aducument  placed  on  file 
and  sending  it  through  the  president  to  the  house 
without  examination.  Mr.  Dromcoole  thou;;ht  the 
committee  ought  first  to  lie  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  these  documents  before  any  ques- 
tion was  made  as  to  returning  them  to  the  presi- 
dent. Mr.  ■'17ii7//esf;/ inquired  whether,  if  there- 
solution  of  Mr.  Holi'inan  passed,  the  obnoxious  do- 
cuments would  remain  on  the  files  of  the  house, 
and  be  bound  up  with  the  documents  of  the  house? 
The  n„ir  thought  they  would  not.  He  was  told 
hy  the  clerk  that  the  message  and  documents  would 
be  reprinted,  omitting  these.  Mr.  .il/icrlon  spoke 
in  defence  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  Biii:gs  replied, 
and  expressed  strong  disapprobation  of  the  placing 
such  documents  on  file  at  all.  Mr.  Ciis/imnn 
asked  Mr.  Russell,  whether  he  did  not  know  that 
such  documer.ts  were  ill  the  department  when  he 
otfered  the  ori;;inal  call  for  the  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  paupers?  Mr.  Rufsell  denied  all  knowledge 
of  it. 

Mr.  Cushman  made  a  short  speech  in  defence  of 
the  secretary.  Mr.  Hoffman  replied,  warmly  com- 
jdaininu'  that  documents  so  injiiiious  to  his  consti- 
tuents should  be  placed  in  the  archives  ol  the  go- 
vernment, and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  CiiWouii,  of  .Massachusetts,  inquired  whether 
these  documents  had  been  furnished  hy  the  depart- 
ment in  a  written  form,  and  duly  certified,  or  in  a 
printed  form,  and  without  certification?  I 

Mr.  Russell  proiluced  the  originals  as  sent  to  the  I 
committee,  consisting  of  portions  cut  out  from  a  Nfnv  i 
York  paper  called  the  '•Truth  Teller."  Mr.  Cal- 
houn expressed  strong  regret  at  such  a  mode  of  re- 
sponding-to  a  call  from  congress.  Mr.  Menefee 
addressed  the  house;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
referred  to  the  docliine  maintained  by  president 
Jackson,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
respecting  the  irresponsibility  of  subordinate  offi- 
cers, and  the  respijnsibility  of  their  sii|ii'rior  for  their 
acts;  which  he  applied  as  an  wicuinfi.tum  nd  homi- 
nrm,  thonsh  he  reprobated  itiiimself  as  abcuninable. 

Mr.  Sibley  propo^eil,  as  the  subject  of  the  abuse 
of  the  character  of  citizen.s  in  public  documents  was 
under  consideration,  that  flie  president  have  leave 
also  to  withdraw  that  portion  ol  his  annual  niossaie 
in  which  he  imputed  to  the  people  of  the  st,.le  of 
New  York  the  bartering  of  their  elective  franchise 
for  the  favor  of  banking  inslilutions,  &.c. 

Mr.  S.  was  repeatedly  checked  by  the  Chair,  and 
called  10  order  by  members  as  discussing  a  sul;  e-t 
not  connected  with  the  resolution  before  the  lioi  s  . 
He  then  said  that  he  should  avail  liimself  of  a  future 
ofiportuuify  to  bring  this  subject  up. 

ftlr.  Ciary  ended  the  debate  by  moving'the  pre- 
vious question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  recpiest  of 
Mr.  Reed,  who  asked  whether  the  clerk  could  with- 
draw a  tlocument  \\  liich  had  been  printed  by  order 
of  the  house?  He  thought  not.  Besides,  ii'  these 
documents  should  be  withdrawn  from  our  files,  the 
message  of  this  morning  would  bo  unintelligible  for 
want  of  the  documents  to  which  it  related.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  sustained:  Ayes  IW2. 
The  previous  question  was  put  and  carried.  And 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambrelens,  as  given  above, 
was  then  agreed  to  without  divi.'.ion.  Mr.  Cambre- 
lem:  moved  that  tlie  message  of  the  piesident  and 
the  accompanying  do.r:uinent3  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  printed.  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  ,'a  division  ol 
the  question;  and  it  was  first  put  on  laying  the  mes- 
sage on  the  table,  and  carried.  The  question  then 
recurring  on  the  printing,  Mr.  Harlan  stated,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Alheiton's  apology  for  the  secretary,  that 
the  printed  scraps  from  newspapers  which  had  been 
produced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Russell')  had  on  their  margin,  in  the  handwriting  of 


.Mr.  Woodbury,  a  inenioramlum  directing  ihe  chuk 
that  they  should  be  tiled  amoii;;  the  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  paupers.  Ailer  a  lew  words  from  Mr.  Crary, 
the  question  was  carried,  and  the  printing  ordered. 

The  hour  then  p.issed  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills,  of  which  a  large  number  were  disposed  of. 
And  'hen  the  house  adjourned. 

Salurdaij,  M(ii/26.  Mr.  Everett,  from  the  com- 
mitlee  on  Indian  affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
running  the  boundary  lines  of  lands  assigned  to  In- 
dian tubes  «eslol  the  IMississippi,  and  lor  surveying 
portions  thereof  to  be  held  in  severalty. 

Mr.  Mathias  Morris,  fioiu  the  coininittce  oC  ex- 
penditures in  the  department  of  state,  made  a  report 
at  length  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  Mas,m,  of  Ohio,  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  upon  Ihe  proposition  to  print  extra  copies  of 
the  reports,  evidence,  and  journal  of  the  duelling 
investigation  committee. 

Mr.  Potter  made  a  lew  remarks,  in  replv,  and  sus- 
pended his  remaiks  when  Ihe  morning  lioiir  elapsed, 
and  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  house  went  into 
coinmiltee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  McKennan  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  pension  bill  calendar;  and, 
having  considered  them  severally,  a  large  number 
were  repoited  to  the  house,  as  having  passed  in  com- 
mittee without  ameiidn  ent.  They  also  reported 
several  bills  with  amendments,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again  on  others,  in  which  they  rejiorted  progress, 
which  was  granted. 

It  was  then  proposed  to  tr:ke  the  question  on  en- 
grossing Ihe  bills,  whose  titles  are  above  given,  en 
masse. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
and  invalid  pensions  having  stated  that  each  of  the 
bills  had  been  acted  on  separately  in  committee,  this 
course  was  adopted,  and  Ihe  above  recited  bills  were 
severally  ortlcred  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  this  day. 

A  number  of  bills,  amended  by  the  committee, 
were  next  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
Several  bills,  (giving  room  to  debate)  were  laid  aside 
in  committee,  and  leave  granted  to  sit  auain  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  rela-f  of  capt.  James  Hunter, 
which  had  been  postponed  in  the  early  part  of  ttie 
day,  was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  after 
debate,  read  a  third  lime,  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  house  go  a^ain  into 
coinmiltee  ol  the  whole  on  those  bills  upon  which 
progress  had  already  been  made,  and  on  uhich  leave 
had  been  cranted  to  sit  again.  The  motion  prevailed, 
and  Mr.  McKennan  resumed  Ihe  chair;  and  Ihe  com- 
niittee  first  took  up  Ihe  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Benjamin 
Gannett.  [This  bill  presents  a  euiious  case.  The 
claimant  is  represented  as  the  surviving  husband  of 
Deborah  Gannett,  to  «  horn  he  was  lawlully  married 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  I7S4;  that  she  died  on  the 
2Ulh  of  April,  1S27.  In  theeaily  part  of  her  life  Ihe 
said  Deborah  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  anny  of  the 
revolution,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Robert 
Shiirdeff,  where  she  faithfully  served  her  country 
three  year,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  Novem- 
ber, 17S3.  On  account  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
service,  she  received  a  pension  as  an  invalid  until 
Ihe  |)assage  of  the  act  of  ISIS,  and  received  a  full 
pension  under  Ihe  act  until  her  disease.  The  effects 
of  the  wounil  which  she  receiverl  fijilowed  her 
through  life,  and  probably  hastened  her  death.  The 
petitioner  is  represented  to  be  eighly-three  years  of 
age,  infirm  in  health,  and  in  indigent  circumstances. 
He  haii  two  danghlers  dependent  on  charily  for  sup- 
port. He  asks  that  he  may  receive  the  amount 
of  the  pension  of  his  wife  from  the  time  of  her  de- 
cease, and  that  it  may  be  continueu  to  him  until  his 
death.  The  claim  is  sustained  by  good  evidence, 
and  Mr.  Hastings  represented  lha"t  the  claimant  is 
now  dead,  and  moved  an  amendment,  whereby  the 
children  of  the  claimant  may  receive  the  pension.] 

The  amendment  was  adopted  in  committee,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  repoited. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Strong  and  Samuel 
Remich,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Bailey, 
were,  alter  some  discussion,  ordered  to  be  reported 
to  the  house. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela  Brown,  widow 
of  the  late  major  general  Brown,  and  granting  her 
five  years'  liaif-pay  of  a  major  general,  nnde'r  the 
law  of  congress  allowing  such  pay  to  the  widow  of 
a  major  general  wounded  fatafly  in  batlle,  came  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  McKay  suegested  that  a  former  relief  granted 
by  congress  had  been  taken  in  lieu  of  the  claim  to 
half-pay.  Mr.  Bronson  considered  that  relief  but  in 
the  light  of  a  gratuity,  just  after  the  death  of  general 
Brown.  It  ought  not  io  be  deducted,  as  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  IVoin  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Jldamt 
hoped  snrh  a  proposition  \iould  not  be  pressed.  He 
could  not  believe  that  that  house  would  deduct  from 
the  half-pay  justly  due  to  the   widow  of  the  gallant 
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Brnwn,  whog.j  lilt!  w;is  slii.i  leia-d  by  uoiiiiils  re- 
ci'iv.'d  III  tlie  service  of  bis  coiiiilry,  wliat  was  but  a 
uratiiitniis  rcliel'  oitored  ai  Ihe  time  of  his  death.— 
H  ■  Iciiew  (jent-ral  Brown  wvll,  and  coiiM  bear  cheer- 
ful Irstiinony  to  tlie  in.  lit  of  liis  private  as  well  as 
his  public  character.  Ho  liopHd  this  sug2;estioii  ol 
J\L-.iM.-Kiy  would  not  b;  pressed  by  that  genlle- 
m  m.  Air.  Williams,  of  N'lrlli  Carolina,  tliou^bt 
wilbMr.  Adams,  that  the  s;ratuity  alluded  to  oiiijht 
mil  to  be  deducted,  if  llie  claim  were  well  founded. 
H- could  not  believe  that  it  was,  and  sbould  >ote 
a^auist  the  bill.  Mr.  Willuiiiu,  of  KentucUy,  mo- 
ved to  strike  out  the  enacting'  clause,  ann  opposed 
the  bill  at  some  length,  upon  the  ground  that  this 
claim  was  not  sustained  by  competent  medical  testi- 
mony as  to  ilie  d-alli  of  sen.  Brown  beiiis  the  con- 
sequence of  his  wound  in  battle  Mr.  Hai/nns  took 
a  diiterent  view  of  this  point.  He  believed  this  tes- 
timony was  based  upon  inofessional  minutes,  which 
he  llmught  was  good  evidence,  and  expressed  his 
(ipinio:i"that  gen.  Brown  did  die  in  consequence  of 
w'uun  Is  received  in  Ihe  service  of  his  country.  Mr. 
Gi;yniH'll  said  that  this  claim  dependeil  ujion  the 
ciiaracter  of  evidence.  That  evidence  was  nut  lia- 
ble to  the  obj.-ction  urged  against  it  here,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  a  kind  of  evidence  on  which  property,  char- 
acl.T,  and  life  depend.  It  is  professional  testimony, 
an  1  is  entitled  to  respect  as  such.  And  it  is  testi- 
mony, too,  based  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  friemls 
anil  intimate  acquaintances  of  the  party,  and  proved 
clearly  that  gen.  Brown  died  of  wounils  received  in 
tlie  se'rvice  of  his  country,  just  as  much  as  if  he  had 
died  on  the  day  alter  those  wounds  were  received. 
Mr.  G.  asked  to  have  the  report  in  the  case  read. 
Before  this  should  be  done,  Mr.  Taylor  referred  the 
committee  to  the  law  under  which  this  claim  was  set 
up.  Mr.  .4(/cr%sr  expressed  doubts  as  to  I  he  wound  of 
gen.  Brown  being  the  cause  of  his  'death.  Mr. 
Mitlo.-/  (who,  as  well  as  Messrs.  Haynes,  Aycrig^, 
an  I  Taylor,  is  a  medical  man)  expressed  a  coiilraiy 
opinion.  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  was  then  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  lo  the  house. 

Sn-eral  olher  bills  having  been  considered,  and 
the  bill  to  create  a  pension  agency  at  Montpelier, 
Vt.  coming  next  in  order,  Mr.  Bond  said  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  lull.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  acted  on,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  on  those  laid  aside.  This 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  acted  on  the  bills  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  enacting  clause  be 
stricken  from  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  major  general  Brown.  He  moved  an  ad- 
journment, but  withdrew  the  motion  to  enable  the 
Ckair  to  lay  before  the  house  an  executive  communi- 
cation. 

Tue  CAaic  laid  before  the  bouse  a  mi^ssage  froir, 
tilt:  presiileiit  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  Cli  Tokees, 
kc.  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  house.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  Iiy'lan  atfaiis.  The  house  then 
adjourned. 

Monday,  May  23.  This  day,  under  the  am"nded 
rules  of  the  house,  being  appropriated  to  the  recep- 
tion of  iv-soliitioiis,  the  states  were  called  in  order, 
and  the  following  auujng  others  were  presented,  and 
variously  disposetl  of: 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  iriWiunn,  of  N.  H.  it  was 

Resohed,  That  the  mes3a.;e  of  the  presitlent  of 
the  Uuiteil  States,  coiniivuiicated  to  this  house  on 
the  mh  of  February,  1837,  transmitting  a  claim  of 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire  for  reiinbuiseinent  of 
expenses,  incurred  by  that  state  in  maintaining  juris- 
diction over  that  portion  of  its  territory  north  of  the 
4-5lh  degree  of  latitude,  known  by  the  name  of  In- 
dian Stream  settlement,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  lOreign  all'airs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was 

lioiobcd.  That  the  president  of 'he  United  States 
beiequeUed  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  pubic  interest, 
any  correspondence  not  heretofore  communicaled 
between  this  government  and  that  of  the  republic 
of  Texas,  aiitl  also  with  the  government  nl  any  other 
country,  relating  to  the  annexation  of  tlie  said  re- 
public of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  and  to  in- 
form this  house  whether  the  application  from  the  said 
government  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  for  ad- 
mission to  this  union  has  bean  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cu-Zi/nif,  of  Mass.,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  the  presitlent  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requesled,  if  in  his  judgment  rot  incompalible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  cominunicaie  lo  this 
house  the  proceedings  of  the  cominissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  to  fix  and  detiuuiine  the  boundary  bftweeii 
the  United  States  ami  the  possessions  of  Great 
Britain,  in  N^orth  America,  from  the  foot  of  Nebisli 
Rapiils,  as  fixed  under  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty, 
to  the  nortliwestemmost  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 


Wooils;  and  also  to  communicate  to  the  house  the 
correspondence,  if  any,  which  the  two  governments 
may  have  had  in  relation  lo  the  disagreeing  reporls 
of  said  commissioners,  ami  any  olher  information  in 
the  possession  of  the  executive  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachu^ctls,  moved  to  amend 
the  I3!h  iule  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"A'o  order  orresoluFion  of  the  house  shall  be  so 
constriieil  as  to  deny  the  printing,  reading,  or  re- 
ference of  resolves  from  the  legislature  of  any  stale 
in  the  union." 

This  resolution  lies  over  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Brings,  of  Massachusetts,  olfereil  the  follow- 
ing, u'hicli  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  obtaining 
from  iMr.  Callin,  an  American  artist,  his  original 
Indian  portraits,  now  being  exhibited  in  this  city, 
which  were  taken  by  him  during  seven  years  travel 
anil  residence  amongst  lliirty-eignt  diifeient  nations; 
and  also  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Callin  upon  what 
terms  they  may  be  possessed  by  the  government,  to 
be  preserveil  as  memorials  of  the  native  tribes  whicli 
they  represent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grenncll,  it  was 

Resolred,  That  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  house  an  account 
of  the  moneys  receive-**  by  him  from  the  French 
government,  and  traii'^fern-d  to  the  United  Slates  by 
authority  of  the  act  of  July  13,  1332,  entitled  "An 
act  to  carry  into  elfect  the  convention  between  Ihe 
United  Slates  and  his  majesly  the  king  of  the  French, 
conchitleil  at  Paris  on  the  4tii  of  July,  1831,"  show- 
ing the  gross  amount  of  the  several  instalments  of 
indemnity,  with  interest  then^on,  as  paid  by  tlie 
French  government,  in  execution  of  saiil  conven- 
tion; the  mode  and  ineilium  of  transferring  the  same 
to  the  United  States;  the  expenses  or  olher  deduc- 
tions sustained  in  making  said  transfer;  and  the  nelt 
pioceeds  thereol  payable  and  piid  to  the  parlies 
entitled  in  virtue  of  the  awanl  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  iinih^r  saiil  con\'ention. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  on  military  adairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expeiliency  of  di- 
recting an  immediale  distribution  ot  the  arms  and 
equipments  ileposited  in  the  several  armories  atui 
arsenals  of  the  United  States  to  the  several  states 
and  territories  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of 
congress  of  April  23,  ISIIS,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  rcquiremenls  of  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  over  for  future  action; 

R"Solivd.  That  the  commiltee  of  wavs  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  re- 
pealing so  much  of  the  5lh  section  of  the  act  en- 
tilleil  "All  act  lo  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money,"  pa-tsetl  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  as  pro- 
hibits recei\iiig  in  payment  for  dues  to  Itie  govern- 
ment, and  ilisbursing  the  same,  the  bills  of  specie- 
paviii  ;  liinks  which  i.ssue  notes  or  bills  of  a  less  de- 
r  '  I'l  '.  i  :''  11  five  dollars.  Ami,  also,  so  much 
o:  >   !  Ml  of  the  act  entiUed  "an  act  making 

aj  ;  ;  _|  11 .:,  lor  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 

olher  pensioners  of  the  Unitetl  States,  for  the  year 
1836,"  passed  April  14th,  1S36,  as  prohibits  the  of- 
fering in  payment  by  any  officer  of  a  department  of 
the  government  the  notes  or  bills  of  specie  payiiig 
banks  of  a  less  denomination  than  ^20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nnylor,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  re- 
questeil  to  communicate  to  Uiis  house  copies  of  all 
letters,  communications,  documents,  and  correspon- 
dence which  have  passt'd  between  liim  and  the  naval 
comuiissioners,  naval  constr'ictors,  and  all  other  olfi- 
cers  and  persons,  relative  to  the  construction,  build- 
ing, and  equipment  of  the  steam-frigate  Fulton, 
now  at  Ihe  navy  yanl  at  Washington;  and  also  statf 
to  the  house  Ihe  cost  of  the  saitl  vessel  and  equip- 
ment, designating  separately  the  cost  for  the  hull, 
engines,  and  boihu's. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  an  amend- 
ment, whicii  he  stated  he  intended  to  otTer  to  bill 
No.  802,  reported  by  the  committee  on  Ihe  post 
office  and  po^t  roads;  which  was  read,  laiil  on  the 
table,  anil  ortlered  to  be  printed;  which  is  as  follows; 

"That  newspapers  shall  be  carried  in  Ihe  mail 
free  of  postage  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  llie 
respective  counties  where  the  same  are  printed  and 
publisheil." 

Mr.  Petrikin  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  he  over  for  future  action: 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  call  upon  the  banks  with- 
in the  said  District  who  are  now  asking  for  an  ex- 
tension of  their  charters,  lo  furnish  to  said  commit- 
tee, for  the  information  of  this  house,  statements  of 
thesiluation  of  said  banks  on  the  1st  day  of  this 
inonlli,  and  give  such  inlbrmation  as  will  ciistinctly 
show  their  actual  condition  on  said  day. 


Resohed,  That  said  banks  be  callcil  upon  by  said 
coininiltee  for  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  presidents, 
cashiers,  directors,  and  other  officers  ot  said  banks, 
respectively,  with  the  amounts  due  fioin  each  of  said 
officers  to  saiil  banks,  either  as  drawer  or  endorser, 
wilh  the  dale  of  the  original  indebtedness  of  said 
officer  to  such  bank. 

Resolved  That  saiil  banks  be  called  upon  by  said 
committee  for  a  list  of  amounts  due  from  membera 
of  congress,  with  the  name  of  each  member,  and 
whether  drawer  or  endorser,  and  the  date  of  the 
original  loan  or  indebtedness. 

Mr.  Mercer  oliered  the  following,  which,  being 
objecteil  lo,  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vesting 
the  power  of  appointing  the  attorneys  and  marshals 
of  the  several  courts  of  the  Unitetl  Slates  in  the 
judges  thereof;  that  the  committee  of  wa\s  and 
means  be  instructeil  lo  inquire  into  the  expeiliency 
of  vesting  Ihe  pov\'er  of  appointing  and  removing 
the  several  officers  of  the  cusfoins  in  the  secretary 
ot  the  treasury,  with  the  restriction  that  he  shall,  in 
case  ofevery  removal,  Iraiisinit  to  congress  his  rea- 
sons therelbr;  and  that  the  comniitleejon  the  post 
office  anil  post  roads  be  instructeil  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  causing  Ihe  salary  of  the  postmaster 
general  lo  be  reduced  lothe  sum  of  $3,500  per  an- 
num, to  take  eliect  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur 
in  the  said  office,  and  of  requiring  that  officer,  on 
his  removal  of  any  tieputy  iiom  office,  to  transmit  to 
congress  his  reasons  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camjibell,  of  S.  C.  it  was 

Resohed,  That  Ihe  cominlttee  on  military  af!airs 
be  inslructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  fir  the  payment  ol  expenses  incur- 
red and  supplies  furnished  on  account  of  Ihe  batta- 
lion of  Soulli  Carolina  militia,  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates  lor  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities  in  Florida,  during  a  part  of  the  cain- 
paii;n  ol  1837. 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  ofl'ered  the  following, 
which  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Whereas,  each  of  the  states  of  this  union  has  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  public  laniis,  the  common 
fund  for  their  use  and  benefit,  according  to  their  res- 
pective proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure: 

Resolved,  That  as  the  public  lands  constitute  a 
revenue  fund,  subject  to  the  said  princi[ile  of  ilistri- 
biition;  and  as  taxes  are  levied  upon  the  people,  and 
not  upon  the  states,  as  such,  that  any  dislribulion 
which  may  be  made  of  lliese  laii'ls  should  be  matte 
among  the  citizens  of  the  several  states  and  territo- 
ries of  the  union,  acconling  to  the  principle  by 
which  ilirect  taxes  are  regulated  by  the  constitution; 
ami  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  making  an  apportionment 
of  all  the  public  laiuls  of  the  IJniled  States  among 
the  citizens  of  the  several  slates  and  teriilorics,  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  by  which  direct  taxes  are  ap- 
portioiieil  among  them. 

Mr,  Harlan  oifered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
for  future  anion: 

Resolred  by  the  sev-ole  and  house  of  rcpreseulativcs 
of  Ihe  Uniled  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  next  session  of  the  present  congress 
shall  commence  the  first  Mondav  of  November  next. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  (iV/r/aiit/,  oi' Louisiana,  it  v\as 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  there  is,  or 
not,  evidence  on  file  in  the  department  of  state, 
shov\ing  that  the  government  of  Spain,  after  the 
treaty  oiSt.  Iklefonso,  concluded  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  iiitheyear  1800,  between  Spain  and  France, 
did  not  continue  to  claim  all  the  territory  south  of 
the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  east  and  north 
of  the  island  of  Orleans,  lying  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Perditlo  rivers,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  West  Florida,  until  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  on  the 
22d  day  of  the  month  of  February,  1819;  and  whe- 
ther Spain  did  not  continue  to  liolil  possession  of 
saitl  terrilory,  anil  exercise  actual  jurisiliction  over 
the  same,  until  about  the  year  1810:  also,  whether 
there  is,  or  i  ot,  evitlence  on  file  showing  that  Ihe 
goveriimeiil  of  the  United  Slates  protested  or  remon- 
strated against  the  claim  or  right  set  up  by  France 
to  the  aforesaid  territory,  under  the  treaty  of  St.  II- 
defonso,  prior  lo  the  execiilion  ol  the  trealy  between 
France  and  the  United  Slates  on  the  30th  day  of 
April,  1803,  ceding  Louisiana;  and,  if  any  such  docu- 
ments or  evidence  do  exist,  that  then  the  .said  secre- 
tary communicate  the  same  to  this  house,  together 
with  all  the  documents  on  file  showing  the  lime  and 
nianu'  r  of  taking  possession  of  said  territory  by  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  Boon  ofiered  the  following,*which  lies  over 
for  future  action; 

Resohed,  the  senate  concurring  therein,  that  the 
speaker  of  the  house  oi  representatives  and  president 
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of  tlie  sciiute  close  the  present  session  of  congress 
by  an  ailjourinnpnl  of  Ihe  two  houses  over  which 
tliey  |ii'eside,  respectively,  or.  Ihe  first  i\IoiiJay  of 
July  ni'Xt. 

Mr.  Snyder  olfereil  the  followins;: 

Resolecd,  That  l!ie  coumiillee  oji  military  ad'airs 
be  iristructeil  to  inquire  into  llie  expediency  of  abul- 
ishiiis;  Ihe  nulilarv  ae;\ileiny  a!  West  Point. 

On  Ihe  question  to  a;;ree  to  this  resolulion,  it  was 
deciileil  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was  re- 
jecteil. 

[.Many  other  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were 
also  presenteil,  whicii  are  ouiilted  in  this  day's  paper 
for  want  of  room.] 

Mr.  S.  Williams  offered  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution, which  Was  real': 

'■  Whereas,  the  o[]inion  is  entertained  by  many 
membiirs  of  Ilie  house  ol  represvnialivos  who  voted 
asainst  Ihe  issuin.;  of  treasury  notes  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Ihe  aduiinistralion  to  fix  upon  the  country 
a  governineut  bank,  and  that  Ihe  issuiiij;  of  treasury 
notes  is  the  commencement  or  foundation  upon 
which  agovernmeni  baulc,  or  sonielhinn;  nearly  ap- 
proac  liu:;  thereto.  Is  to  be  erected  and  establish-,d; 
and,  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  tliose  who  opposed 
the  issiiini;  of  treasury  notes,  llure  is  nol  any  thing 
more  lo  be  deprecated  than  Ihe  establishment  of  a 
government  h.mk,  or  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  as 
a  meiliuui  or  currency  for  the  people  and  the  govern- 
menl:  therefore — 

'■li''<oh'iil  by  llie  senn'.e  and  house  of  rcpresaitalircs 
of  Ihe  United  Stiles  of.Jmcrica  in  consress  assembled, 
th.it  they  deprecate"  and  condemn  in  the  sirongest 
term!  t!ie  i.-suin;;  of  treasury  notes  wjth  a  view  or 
intention  to  fix  upon  t!ie  coni.lry  and  the  jjovern- 
ment  a  (government  paper  currency  or  meiiiumor 
circulation  in  lieu  of  ^old  and  silver  or  the  bank  pa- 
per of  specie-paying  banks. 

"  flesohed.  fuiilier.  That  they  deprecate  and  con- 
demn, in  terms  equally  siron;,  any  ailempt,  either 
directly  or  imiireetly,  to  establisli  a  government 
bank,  or  any  instiiulion  that  approaches  Ihereto,  or 
in  anywise  resembles  or  has  the  appearance  or  color- 
ing of  a  govennnent  baidc.'" 

Mr.  Cushmin  objected  to  its  consideration  at  this 
tiin",  and  wiieu  it  should  come  up  for  consideration 
he  should  move  its  indeilnile  postponement.  Mr. 
S.  WUliams  said  that  he  did  not  suppose  the  house 
would  ever  reach  the  resolution,  if  albued  to  lie 
over.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended lor  iis  consideration  at  this  lime.  On  this 
motion  he  asked  Ihe  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. Mr.  .dd'inis  said  he  should  vote  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  lo  allow  of  its  consideration, 
Tbougli  he  should  prefer  some  alteration  in  the  phra- 
seolo:;y  of  Ihe  resolution. 

The  house  deci.led  not  to  suspend  the  rules  by  the 
following  vote — Y.ms  81,  nays  84. 

The  slates  were  then  cMled  in  order  for  petitions, 
of  which  a  large  number  were  presented. 

The  call  for  petitions  being  over,  the  Cliair  was 
about  calliu:;  for  reports  of  committees,  when 

Mr.  Camljreleng  moved  that  Ihe  house  tzo  inio 
cmmiltee  of  Ihe  whole,  and  lake  up  the  Indian  hos- 
tility bill.  He  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  Oilered  the  following  amendment  fo  that 
bill  from  the  committee  on  Indian  atl'airs,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  priiiteti,  and  committed  lo  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house. 

"Provided,  that  if  Ihe  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  dis.salisf.icllon  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  porlion  of  the  Cherokee  Inilians  to  the 
treaty  of  1335  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  allowing 
an  adilitioual  compensation  for  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  said  treaty,  and  that  thereby  the 
government  may  be  saved  iiie  exper.se  of  keeping 
up  the  large  military  force  within  the  Cherokee 
country  now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  anihorizetl 
to  apply  two  millions  of  dollars  of  the  sum  appro- 
priiied  by  this  act  lo  that  object." 

Ml-.  Bell  also  presented  Ihe  followir?^  resolution, 
from  the  same  committee,  which  was  adopted; 

Rewired,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate 
to  Ihe  liouse  any  information  in  his  department  show- 
ing the  value  of  Cherokee  improvements  assessed 
under  the  treaty  of  1.'535;  and  that  he  also  state  what 
amount  of  mon**y  has  already  been  paid  for  said  im- 
provements; whether  the  improvement^  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  Cherokees  who  have  heretofore  opposed 
the  executions  of  said  treaty  have  been  examined, 
and  the  \'aUie  thereof  assessed;  and  whether  any. 
and  what  portion  of  the  value  of  said  improvements 
has  been  paid,  and  in  what  manner,  ilistiuguishing 
the  amount  paiil  to  Ihe  Cherokees  who  have  emi- 
grated tor  improvements,  with  the  amount  deducted 
therefrom  for  their  debts,  and  the  amount  paiil  on 
account  of  the  spoliations  of  such  Cherokees;  and 
that  he  also  stale  the  estimated  balance  of  the  five 
millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  bv  said  treaty,  which 
will  remain  to  be  divided  according  to  its  provision. 

Mr.  Botildin  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  get  up 


Ihe  Dislriet  bank  bill.  Mr.  Kvnns  hoped  that  Ihe 
house  wonlil  take  up  Ihe  president's  message  upon 
the  northeastern  boundary  line,  which  was  the  order 
ofthed.iy.  Mr.  Ccmicf/cdg  renewed  his  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  cominit|i-e  of  the  whole 
upon  Ihe  Indian  hostility  ajiproprialiou  bill;  which 
uiolion  prevailed. 

The  house  luivin;;  again  gone  into  committee  ol 
the  whole,  (Mr.  Houard  in  the  chair.)  iMr.  Gfnhim 
of  X.  C,  whose  remarks  hail  beiui  suspended  when 
Ihe  committee  rose,  on  a  former  day,  resumed  tin- 
floor  in  support  of  Ihe  New  Ecliota  treaty.  Alter 
Mr.  G.aham  couelmied,  Mr.  Iltnucs  took  the  floor, 
and  addressed  Ihe  couuuiltce  at  length  in  support  ot 
the  bill.  He  had  made  some  progress,  \\  heii  he  gave 
way  to  Ihe  motion  id' 

Mr  Underwood,  Ihat  the  committee  do  now  rise; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  house,  <ui  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 
went  into  cnmmiltee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Montgomery 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  to  estaSilish  an  ad- 
ilitioual district  court  in  Tennessee,  which,  being 
considered,  was  reported  lo  the  house,  and  ordered 
to  be  eiigro>sed  ami  read  a  third  time  to-uioirow. 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  2!).  Mr.  Boon  moved  ihat  the 
house  lake  up  a  resolution  moved  by  hiin,  lixini;  a 
day  lor  the  adionrument  of  consjress.  Objection 
being  made,  he  moved  a  suspension  of  Ihe  rules,  in 
order  to  take  up  his  motion,  but  the  house  refused 
to  suspend  them. 

Petitions  having  been  presenti>d  by  Messrs.  C. 
Morris  and  TVi'/iiigAasf,  reports  from  couimittees 
were  read,  among  them  the  following; 

Mr.  Craig  from  the  committee  on  revolnlinnary 
claims,  roported  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution; 

Considering  Ihe  long  delay  which  has  unavoida- 
bly attended  tlie  action  of  congress  on  many  rases 
submitted  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims 
ill  Ihe  ordinary  course  ol   legislation. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  that  committee  be 
instructed  to  make  Ihe  following  proposition  to  the 
house  for  adoption,  viz.  that  Ihe  house  will,  at  12 
o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  June,  go  into  coin- 
millee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  hill  reported  Irom 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

.Mr.  Loomin  moved  to  amend  this  resolution  by 
adding,  "and  all  other  private  bills  before  tlie  house, 
each  in  its  proper  order."  i\Iotion  so  'o  amend  ne- 
gatived. Mr.  Russell  moved  to  amend  Ihe  resolu- 
tion by  adding;  "and  Ihe  report  of  the  committee 
on  revolutionary  pensions  in  the  case  of  Slephen 
Freeman,  now  in  committee  of  the  whole  house." 
Motion  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  aqiended  by  adding  "a 
bill  to  unlars;e  the  provisions  of  tl^e  act  entitled 
'an  act  granting  half-pay  lo  widows  or  orphans 
whose  husbands  and  lathers  have  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;'  a 
bill  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  lo  certain  wi- 
dows; a  biil  lo  revive  an  act  authorizing  certain 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty 
lands  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu 
Iheieof,  and  for  other  purposes;  also,  the  several 
bills  granting  navy  pensions."  Thus  amended  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

I\Ir.  Bouldin  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  hill  for 
continuing  the  charters  of  the  hanks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  After  some  preliminary  conversa- 
tion between  Messrs.  Bouldin.  ./Idams,  and  Petri- 
kin,  the  motion  was  carried.  The  CAriir  stated  that 
the  bill  had  been  engros-ed  and  read  a  third  time; 
and  that,  pending  the  question  on  the  (lassageof  the 
bill,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  |Mr. 
Adams)  had  moved  its  recommilihent  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instruc- 
tions to  amend  the  bill  by  adiling  a  proviso  that  the 
banks  should  proclaim  no  dividend  dining  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments;  on  which  motion  the 
house  had  ordered  the  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  instructions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Adams,  by  adding  thereto  a  pro- 
viso Ihat  no  member  of  congress,  nor  ch'rk  of  ei- 
ther house,  be  eligible  to  a  president  or  director  of  i 
the  banks  in  the  District.  Mr.  Thomas  demanded 
the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  it  at  Ihe  re- 
quest of  .Mr.  Mercer,  who  promised  to  renew  the 
motion;  but  he  wished  pirlicnlarly  to  observe  Ihat, 
if  the  bill  had  proposed  to  continue  these  bank 
charters  for  fifty  ye:irs,  he  should  have  d'ened  it 
important  to  insert  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  but  as  Ihe 
term  was  but  two  years,  as  Ihe  banks  were  lo  pay 
their  five  dollar  bills  in  specie  in  August,  and  ail 
their  debts  in  specie  on  Ihe  Istof  Januarv  next,  he 
did  not  consider  it  worth  while  to  delay  Ihe  mea- 
sure by  amendments.  [Mr.  M.  forgot  lo  renew  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question.]  Mr.  .ddams 
said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  lo  him  whether  the 


extension  was  lo  be  lor  two  yeais,  or  l«o  mouths, 
or  Iwo  hundre.l  years.  It  was  a  first  principle  of 
justice  that  no  bank  should  jniike  a  di\ideiid  while 
under  a  siis|ieiisioii  of  specie  payments.  He  never 
would  vote  lo  continue  any  bank  charter  lor  oiu; 
day  withonl  a  clause  preventing  this.  All  he  wish- 
ed was  the  yeas  and  ii:iys. 

iMr.  Mercer  now  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  the 
house.-  Ayes  S6,  noi  s  .56. 

Mr.  Petiilcin  wauled  Ihe  yeas  and  nays;  but  the 
house  refused  lo  order  them". 

The  previous  que.-.tion  was  then  put,  and  car- 
ried; and  Ihe  inalu  queslion  was  ordered  lo  he  put. 

The  main  queslion  being  upon  Ihe  passage  ol  the 
bi.'l  in  the  lo. lowing  Ibrm; 

A  bill  "to  continue  Hie  corporate  existence  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Coluinhia." 

II,  II  ,;u„lv.l,  .V.-.  'I'lia'  ih.-  e;ia:iers  of  the  Farmers 
and  .Meehiiuies'  IJjiikof  t^oryeiown,  die  Bank  of 
ilie  MeiiMUolis,  Pairioie  IJaiik  of  Waiihiiigion,  and 
Bank  of  Washiugl.iii,  in  ihe  city  of  VVasliiu'y  o.i,  and 
the  Farnicri.'  Baidt  of  .\le.\aiidria,  and  Hank  ol  Po- 
touKie,  in  the  t.nvii  of  Ale.\aiidria,  he,  and  llie  same 
are  lu  leliy,  extended  'u  the  f  mrtli  day  of  July,  in  ilio 
year  eii,di:ecii  hundred  and  i' fr\y:  jirovided,  the  said 
baulis,  each  for  it.si.df,  shall  coul'onii  I  j  the  following 
coudiii  lis; 

l.-i.  To  cease  receivin,y  or  payini;  out  all  paper  cur- 
rency of  less  denoniiuaiiou  ilian  five  dofurs,  on  or  be 
fore  the  day  of  the  priiniiilgaliou  uf  iliis  aei. 

2J.  To  redeem  all  ilieir  notes  of  the  deuo.ninatio;i  of 
five  dollars  in  gcdd  or  silver,  from  and  afier  the  fir;.!  day 
of  .August  in  tlie  pie.'^eiil  year. 

3d.  I'o  resume  specie  payments  in  full,  on  or  Infjre 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  tight 
hundred  and  thirtv-nine,  orsuouerif  ihepi-ineipal  hanks 
of  Haltiniorc  and  Richmond  should  sooner  resume 
sp<'eie  paymenLs  in  luli. 

The  question  on  the  bill's  passage  was  decirlcd 
thus: 

YEAS— Messrs,  II.  Allen,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Beativ,  Bierne,  Bicknell,  Biildle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Biiggs,  Biodliead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  John  Calhooii,  \V.  B,  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Chambers,  Clianey,  Chapman,  Cheat- 
ham, Cliilds,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cr  lig, 
Ciarv,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cusliing,  Cushman, 
Daw'son,  DeGralf,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Far- 
riiigtou,  Fairfield.  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster, 
Frv,  J.G.irland.  R  O.irland.Gla'^cock,  W.  Graham, 
Granlland,  Grant,  Graves,  Griinn,  Haley,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hatner,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper, 
Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  J.  J.ick- 
son.  H.  .Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smith,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon,  Marvin, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell.  Robert  iMcCL  llan, 
Menelee,  Mercer,  '.Milligan,  Morgan,  C.  iMorris, 
Murray,  Naylor,  \oyes,  I'al  ner,  Pearce,  Penny- 
backer,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Polls,  Prentiss, 
Rarideu,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reilly,  Rencher,  Ridg. 
wav.  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruuisev,  Ru'sell,  Serjeant, 
Shelter,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Spencer. 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,Talialeiro,  Thomas', 
Tilliiighast, Titus,  Vail,  Vandervecr,  Weeks,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  Elisha  Whilllesev,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yorke — 131. 

iVAYS— Mes'srs.  Adams,  Alfxander,  Atherton, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleiig,  Casey,  Connor, 
Dromgoole.Dunn,  Everett,  Goode,  Halsted,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes.  Holt,  Iloidiins,  R.  .M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, T.  B.  Jackson,  Keim,  Kcinble.  Leadbelter, 
Lewis,  Loomis,  ftlallory,  MeK->y,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan,  Monlgomerv,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  "Poller,  Pratt,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Shephn,  Snyder,  Taylor,  Turney,  Webster,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Yell— 4r,. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  now  wants  but  the 
president's  signature  lo  become  a  law. 

The  house  then  proceeiled  to  Ihe  orders  of  the 
day,  and  took  up  the  message  received  from  Ihe 
president  a  few  d.ays  ago,  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary  of  the  Inited  States. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  Ihat  so  much  of  Ihe  message  as 
related  to  the  remuneration  of  Ihe  certain  indivi- 
duals llier<dn  named  be  referred  lo  ihe  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  that  the  residue  thereon  be  lor 
the  present  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  Ibis  subject  Mr.  i,'f(/n,«  went  at  large  into  an 
examination  of  w  iiat  he  understood  to  be  the  propo- 
sition made  by  Ihe  Aineiican  lo  Ihe  Biitish  govern- 
ment, for  a  new  survey  of  Ihe  disputed  line;  con- 
tending that  it  was,  on  all  ground*,  highly  iiu'Xpe- 
dient  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  that  the  stale 
of  Maine  was  entirely  and  irreconcilably  opposed  to 
it.  Mr.  Fairfield,  who  followed  Mr.  Evans  in  ile- 
bale,  agreed  that  if  the  proposition  was  such  as  his 
colleague  understood  it  lo  be,  it  would  b-.-highly  inex- 
pedient; but  expressed  it  as  bis  opinion  that  the  pro- 
position wasdilierent,  and  did  nol  involve  IhedangiT- 
ous  consequences  supposed.  Mr.  Cushman  took  sub- 
slantially  the  same  view  of  the  proposition  which  .Mr. 
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Evans  had  done,  and  went  into  some  illustrations  to 
shew  that  the  proposition  of  our  government  would 
necessarily  eventuate  in  giving  up  the  American 
claims.  Mr.  Cdiabrdeng  now  moved  the  previous 
question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  requestot  Mr.  How- 
ani,  who,  having  promised  to  renew  it,  insisted  that 
the  proposals  of  the  secr.-tary  of  state  hatl  been  misun- 
derstood; anil  argued  tliat  they  involved  no  departure 
from  the  treaty,  nor  any  abandonment  of  the  Ameri- 
can claims,  but  on  the  contrary  provided  for  the 
true  and  proper  mode  of  settling  those  claims.  He 
eoimlained  of  the  discussion  ot  the  propositions  of  a 
pending  negotiation  as  premature  and  improper;  and 
regretted  that  the  question  seemed  to  have  been 
treated  by  the  state  of  Maine  as  though  she  alone, 
and  not  the  whole  country,  were  interested  in  it. 

The  debate  was  closed  by  Mr.  Howard's  renew- 
ing, according  to  promise,  the  motion  for  tlie  pre- 
vious question.  Mr.  Thomas  moved  a  call  of  the 
house. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, stood  yeas  81,  nays  39.  But  further  procee..'- 
in"S  in  the  call  were  dispensed  with.  The  call  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded,  ayes  63,  noes 
69. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  89,  nays  61. 

The  main  question  was  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  the  message  as  referred  to  the  repayment  ol 
expenditure  of  certain  moneys  by  the  state  of  Maine; 
but  before  it  was  put,  Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the 
whole  subject  do  lie  on  the  table;  which  motion  was 
carried,  ayes  88,  noes  not  counted. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleni: 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  ot 
the  union,  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities. 

Mr.  Il'iynes  continued  Ins  speech  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  in  the  course  of  which  he  adverted  to  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  Georgia  to  the  Chcio- 
kees;  denounced  John  Ross  as  pertidious  to  the 
United  States,  to  Georgia,  and  to  his  own  nation; 
and  expressed  deep  regret  at  the  late  course  of  the 
executive,  as  calculated  to  raise  false  ho|jcs  in  that 
people,  and  lead  to  very  unpleasant  consequences 
on  the  part  of  the  state  contiguous. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  the  rising  of  the 
committee  by  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky;  hut  it  was 
negatived,  ayes  58,  noes  67. 

Mr.  H.  arose  and  addressed  the  house  for  a  short 
time;  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  was  negatived:  Ayes  58, 
noes  63.  Mr.  H.  had  proceeded  about  half  an  hour, 
when  he  again  yielded  the  tioor,  and  the  motion  lor 
an  adjournment  was  renewed,  but  with  no  better 
success:  Ayes  50,  noes  76.  Mr.  Chambers,  doubt- 
ing the  correctness  of  tlie  last  count,  moved  again 
that  the  committee  rise;  when,  the  vote  being  taken 
by  tellers,  stood:  Ayes  23,  noes  70.  No  quorum 
having  voted,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  chair 
man  reported  the  fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  Under- 
wood moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  Ayes  59,  noes  S3.  Mr. 
Mams  moved  a  call  of  the  house.  The  Chair  iluuht- 
ed  whether  the  motion  was  in  order;  as  the  rule 
declared  that,  in  such  a  case,  as  soon  as  a  quorum 
appeared,  the  house  should  immediately  go  again 
into  committee;  but  on  reliectioii,  the  chair  admit- 
ted the  motion  as  privileged.  Mr.  IVise  asked  if  it 
would  be  in  order,  at  this  time,  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment? The  Chair  thouglit  the  entertainment  ol 
such  a  motion  would  be  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of 

the  rule.  Oh,  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  it  is  only  of  the  [  Wednesday,  MayZQ.  Messrs.  P;c?i/iss  and  11  ojt/, 
spirit,  I  will  make  the  motion.  The  Chjir,  after  i  representatives  elected  from  the  state  of  Mississip- 
slight  hesitation,  admitted  the  motion.  Mr.  Jld.uns  pi,  appeared,  and,  after  Mr.  Prcnliss  had  declared 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken'  that  he  and  his  colleague  did  noi  claim  their  seats 


which  he  complained  ofthe  course  of  business;  one 
portion  of  the  house  left  the  hall,  so  as  to  disable 
the  house  from  proceeding  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
got  their  dinners,  and  then  returned  and  kept  the 
residue  of  the  house  in  session.  The  decision  of 
the  chair  was  sustained  by  the  house.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Adams  for  a  call  of  the  house  was  then  ta- 
ken, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Yeas  47,  nays  99. 

There  now  being  a  quirum  present,  the  house 
immediately  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair.)  Mr.  Hayncs  thereupon 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  the  vote  was  taken 
by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  46, 
noes  73.  Mr.  Harlan  resumed  his  speech,  after 
some  time,  yielded  again  to  a  motion  by  Mr.  Reed 
for  the  rising  of  the  committee.  The  motion  was 
negatived:  Ayes  46,  noes  71.  There  appearing 
again  to  be  no  quorum  present,  the  committee  was 
counted — 113  members  were  present,  whereupon 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  fact  that  they 
were  wilhouta  quorum.  Mr.  Williams  of  N.  C. 
moved  that  the  bouse  adjourn.  On  this  motionJNlr. 
Toticey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  54,  nays  SO.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 
[It  was  now  half  past  seven.]  The  house  again 
went  into  committee  ofthe  whole  Mr.  Howard  re- 
sulting the  chair.  Mr.  Harlan  proceeded  with  his 
speech;  but  gave  way,  at  a  quaiter  belore  eight,  for 
a  motion  to  rise.  The  motion  was  negatived — A^'es 
34,  noes  63.  No  quorum  having  voted.  The  com- 
mittee was  counted,  when  113  members  appeared 
to  be  present.  The  committee  thereupon  rose,  and 
reported  to  the  house  that  a  quorum  was  not  in  at- 
tendance. Mr.  Dromgoolc  demanded  a  count  ofthe 
house.  The  speaker  counted  the  members  present, 
and  they  were  found  to  be  114.  Mr.  Wise  moved 
an  adjournment.  Mr.  Duncan  dema-ded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  57,  nays  76.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjo  irn.  and  went  back  into  comunttee  ofthe  whole. 
Mr.  Harlan  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks  at 
half  past  eight  o'clock.  Mv.  Ho'scy,  of  Geo.,  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  negatived — Yeas  46,  noes  75,  (the 
cliair  voting,  to  make  a  qtionun.)  Mr.  Holsey 
commenced  his  speech,  and  had  proceeded  to  five 
minutes  past  nine  o'clock,  when  Mr.  McKay  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived— Ayes  46,  noes  52,  No  quorum  having  vo- 
ted, the  committee  was  counled,  wdien  there  a[)pear- 
ed  to  be  100  members  present.  The  comniiffee 
then  rose,  and  reported  that  they  were  without  a 
quorum.  Mr.  JBoo7i  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr. 
Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  55,  nays  70.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn,  apd  went  again  into 
committee.  At  ten  minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  a 
motion  was  made  tor  the  committee  to  rise,  but 
withoutsuccess — Ayes  44,  noes  4-5.  No  quorum 
voting,  the  house  was  counted;  when  IDS  members 
were  found  to  be  present.  The  committee  being 
about  to  rise  for  want  of  a  quorum,  Mr.  Il'i'se  ap- 
pealed to  the  committee.  He  observed  it  was  im- 
possible to  force  the  question  to-night.  He  should 
claim  the  right  of  reply  to  those  who  had  replied  lo 
liim  on  this  Seminole  chapter;  for  there  were  two 
chaplers  to  this  bill — a  Cherokee  chapter,  and  a 
Seminole  chapter,  and  the  one  would  be  found  quite 
as  long  as  the  other.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  themselves  to  be  without  a  quorum, 
when  the  house  adjourned. 


The  house  then  went  into  committee  ofthe  whole 
on  the  Indian  hostility  appropriation  bill;  the  pro- 
ceedings on  which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Thursday,  May  31.  A  portion  of  the  day  was 
spent  in  the  reception  of  reports,  after  which  the 
house  again  went  into  committee  on  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  thus  remained  until  a  late 
hour.     Particulars  in  our  next. 


resulted  as  follows;  Ayes  59,  nays  83.  Mr.  .ida 
insisted  that  the  question  on  the  call  of  the  house  be 
put.  Mr.  Dromgoole  made  a  question  o(' order;  in- 
sisting that  the  rule  must  be  enforced,  and  that  the 
house  must  immediately  go  into  committee.  Mr. 
^tZamsobservedthat  more  than  one  hundred  members 
were  absent  without  leave,  and  protested  against  the 
residue  being  compelled  by  a  majority  to  st.iy,  unless 
they  had  the  power  of  enforcing  the  attendance  ofthe 
absent  members.  [It  was  now  near  six  o'clock.] 
Mr.  Thompson  sa\<\  that,  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
jiosed  to  give  up  the  intellectual  contest,  and  go  in- 
to one  of  a  pliysical  kind,  he  was  ready  for  them, 
and  would  vote  for  calls  and  adjournments,  and  yeas 
and  nays,  for  sixteen  hours,  (to  the  hour  of  uicet- 
ing  to-morrow.)  Mr.  Boon  exhorted  gentlemen, 
rather  than  give  way,  to  sit  till  the  last  week  in 
June.  He  was  ready  now  to  sit  there  till  June. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
cliair;  but  declined  to  go  into  an  argument.  The 
S/)ea/fer  stated  in  full  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
the  point  being  now  raised  for  the  first  time.  Mr. 
Reel  supported  the  decision  in  a  short  speech,  in 


by  liilue  of  the  recent  election,  but  by  virtue  ol 
the  election  in  November  last,  wen;  qualified.  The 
rules  were  now  suspendeu,  and  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  senate,  prohibiting  the  .secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  making  or  continuing  in  force  any 
general  order,  wdiich  shall  create  any  diH'erence 
between  the  ditlerent  branches  of  the  revenue  as  to 
the  money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts 
or  dues,  a'ccruingto  the  United  Status  shall  be  paid, 
was  taken  up.  The  resolution  was  then  read  twice, 
and,  the  question  beingon  its  third  reading,Mr.  Boon 
movedllie  previousquestion — seconded.  Mr.  Sher- 
rod  Williams  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  which  were  ordered,  and 
stood  yeas  151,  noes  27.  So  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading;  and,  after  an  inetfectual  attempt 
by  Mr.  Duncan  to  recommit,  Mr.  Boon  called  for 
the  previous  question,  which  was  seconded.  Mr. 
Chapman  of  Alabama,  asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  were  ordered  and 
stood  yeas,  one  hundred  and  fifty  four — nays  twenty- 
nine — so  the  joint  resolution  was  yjasseci  and  return- 
ed to  the  senate. 


CHRONICLE. 
Distressing  accident.  On  Saturday  afternoon  a  son  . 
of  Mrs.  Eastwood,  a  widow  lady,  residing  at  No.  154 
Norfolk  street,  aged  8  years,  being  persuaded  by  his 
playmates  in  the  neighborliood,  escaped  from  his  mo- 
ther's observation  and  wandered  as  far  as  the  ship 
yards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dry  dock.  Having  crawled 
upon  the  scaffolding  of  a  ship  upon  the  slocks  he  be- 
came dizzy,  and  was  precipitated  to  the  ground  with 
great  violence  driving  in  upon  the  brain  large  portions 
of  the  skull.  He  was  immediately  carried  home  and 
Dr.  Legset  being  sent  for  called  in  Dr.  Minilurn  Post, 
who  performed  the  operation  of  trepanning  the  patient 
and  raised  the  piece  of  bone.  Great  hopes  are  enter- 
tained of  the  child's  recovery.  [A^.  V.  Com. 

Great  match  race,  between  the  Leviathan  and 
Luzborougli,  four  year  old  nags  for  $'5,000  a 
side,  four  mile  heats,  was  run  over  the  Nashville 
course  on  the  23d.  The  track  was  heavy  from  the 
previous  rains.  The  friends  of  Leviathan,  brought 
to  the  stand  James  Jackson  Sc  co's.  ch.  f.  Sarah 
Bladen,  dam  Morgianna,  by  Pacolet,  and  the  friends 
of  Luzborotigh,  Dr.  Merry's  b.  f.  Leila,  dam  Sally 
Hope,  by  Archy. 

The  Luzborough  filly  was  distanced  on  the  fourth 
round.     Time,  8m.  50s.  ~ 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  stolen.  A  tin  box  con- 
taining upwards  of  $20,000,  in  bank  notes  and 
drafts  of  New  York,  was  taken  from  the  Trenton 
rail  road  office  in  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday  last, 
and  has  not  since  been  found.  It  was  intrusted  to 
the  conductor  to  take  to  New  York;  he  left  it  in  the 
ofhce,  and  in  the  hurry  of  departure,  forgot  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  during  his  late  visit  to  this  |)lace  pur- 
chased of 'Mr.  Samuel  Canby,  of  Woodside  farm, 
one  of  his  short  horned  Durham  calves,  about  7 
months  old.  The  price  was  one  hundred  and  fifty 
doll.irs.  We  trust  our  f.irmers  will  lake  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  ofthe  inducement  it  holds  out  to  the 
cultiiation  of  this  valuable  breed  of  cattle.  [DfZ. 
Journal. 

The  reported  murder  of  Dr.  Brew^ster,  of  Georgia, 
by  the  Cherokee?,  proves  unfounded.  It  was  got 
up,  no  doubt,  to  operate  on  the  members  of  congress 
against  the  humane  proposition  lately  offered  to  the 
tribe  by  the  president. 

Michigan  money  is  thus  classed — First  quality. 
Red  Dog;  second  qualitj-,  Wtid  Cat;  third  quail!}-. 
Catamount.  Of  the  best  quality,  it  is  said,  it  takes 
five  pecks  to  make  a  bushel. 

Promotions.  The  Green  Bay  Democrat  slates 
that  gov,  Dodge  is  offered  the  situation  of  brigadier 
general  in  Ihe  army,  and  that  the  hon.  Aaron  Van- 
derpoel,  of  Kinderhook,  is  spoken  of  as  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Dividend  of  the  safety  fund.  The  comptroller, 
since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  has  made 
a  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  capital  of  the  safety 
fund  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  has  apportioned 
the  same  among  the  safely  fund  banks  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  contributed  by  each.     [Mb.Jlrgus. 

A  re|)ort  has  been  made  to  the  Boston  common 
council,  upon  Ihe  subject,  of  erecting  a  city  hah  on 
the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  old  court  house.  The 
expense  is  estimated  at  .^100, 000,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed lo  defray  out  ofthe  city's  portion  ofthe  sur- 
plus revenue  which  amounts  to  yi40,00,0. 

Co»n/  Confalonieri.  We  learn  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Star,  that  the  Italian  exile,  count 
Confalonieri,  lately  in  New  York,  is  now  residing 
at  Montpelier.  There  he  can  see  at  least  the  Alpine 
region  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  and  in  a  bright  day  can 
almost  catch  a  gleam  of  Sardinia. 

American  Genius.  As  Whitney's  cotton  gin  made 
a  revolution  in  that  fabric  by  its  siinplicy  of  struc- 
ture and  expedition  in  movement,  so  Mr.  Gay's  pa- 
tent winders  are  likely  to  do  the  same  for  silk. — 
They  wind  the  fibres  directly  upon  the  spools  from 
the  cocoons,  and  then  twist  them  into  threads  with 
the  same  remarkable  rapidilv  and  precision  [Star. 
Frost.  The  Cincinnati  Post  of  Saturday  says, 
"there  was  frost  this  morning  in  the  country,  fol- 
lowed by  a  fine  bright  sun.     P.  M.  cloudy. 

The  river  has  risen  four  feet  in  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  to  12  M.  and  is  still  rising  fast." 

Cold  in  Boston.  It  was  so  cold  in  Boston  on  the 
251h  ult.  that  fires  were  Ibund  to  be  indispensable 
to  comfort.  The  great  body  of  ice  still  off  Halifax, 
is  said  to  aifcct  the  temperature  ofthe  atmosphere. 
Canal  and  rail  road  lolls.  The  whole  amount  re- 
ceived this  season  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and 
railroad,  up  to  the  13th  of  May,  was  $456,925  18. 
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Tlie  B.illiiiior<;  American  stale?  (hat  at  a  iiierliiij,' 
of  the  oflu-era  of  the  liaiiks  of  BaltiiiioiP,   hild  on 
Monday,  it  was  determined  to  ask  the  banks  in   the 
eastern,  sonlliern  and  western  slates,  to  me.-t  in  con- 
vention pitlier  in  Baltimore  or  Pliiladilphia,  In   the 
OCJ-Accordlns  to  the  New  York  Expres.s  the  new  j  course  of  the  ensuins  inonlli,  for  tlie  purpose  ol  fix- 
treasury  circular  had  struck  the   money  market  in  !  ini;  on  an   early  day   for  a  general  resumjition  ol 
that  city, with  soniethin:;  like  a  panic — for  the  reason    specie  pay 


CO-Oiir  consfres-iional  department  is  mure  than 
usually  crowded  lliis  ueok;biit  the  proceedings  re- 
corded are  all  of  the  hii;hest  interest,  and  could  not 
well  be  omitted. 


that  the  only  city  banks  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
'which  do  not  issu»  notes  under  five  dollars,  are  the 
Manhattan,  the  Bank  of  America,  the  State  Bank, 
and  the  Mechanics'  Bank.  It  is,  however,  staled 
that  thero  are  treasnr\  notes  enough  alloat  to  pay 


The  Richmond  Enquirer  says — We  feel  ourselves 
aulhoriz'.d  to  state,  that  our  banks  are  prepared,  and 
will  resume  specie  payments  the  very  moment  they 
can  ascertain  that  the  Banks  of  Baltimore  have  com- 
inejiced,  or  will  commence  with  them  the  same  day. 


duties  at   the 
bank  notes. 

Iowa.  It  will  he  seen  by  our  congressional 
proceedings  that  Wisconsin  territory  has  been  di- 
vided, and  a  new  territorial  government  erected  to 
be  called  loiia. 

Peter  Forte,  esq.,  was  on  Monday  last  re-elec- 
ted mayor  of  Washinslon  city,  for  two  years  from 
Monday  next,  without  opposition. 


i-house  without   a   resort   to  j  We  all  know,  that  that  city  i<  the  great  receptat 

our  paper;  and  it  is  not  (lerfectly  safe  for  our  bardis 
to  resume,  until  the  Baltimore  baidcs  agree  to  receive 
our  checks  on  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boj- 
ton,  instead  of  specie,  in  the  redeiuplion  of  our 
notes. 

A  committee  on  behalf  of  the  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  have  had  the  subject  of  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  under  consideration,  met 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  but  had  not  received 
replies  to  Ihe'letters  sent  to  the  institutions  in  other 
slates,  suflicient  to  allow  them  to  recommend  any 
specific  course  in  regard  to  that  measure.  Several 
banks  had  replied  to  the  circular  sent  out,  but  suffi- 
cient time  had  not  elapsed  for  all  to  have  acted 
upon,  and  responded  to,  the  circular. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Monday 
says  that  the  letters  received  from  Philadelpliia 
stale  that  the  United  States  Bank  would  forthwith 
pay  specie  whenever  demanded.  The  Journal 
tiowever  is  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  no  de- 
mand, if  drafts  on  New  York  were  furnished  low 
enough. 


Constitutional  chart.  We  have  made  an 
arrangement  with  Dr.  JIavo  of  this  city,  which  will 
enable  us  to  present  to  our  readers,  as  a  supplemen- 
tal sheet,  his  constitutional  chart,  in  which  is  pre- 
sented a  comparative  synopsis  of  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  states  and  of  that  of  the  U.  S.  From 
the  admirable  mannfr  in  which  the  chart  is  arrang- 
ed, any  fact  in  rebtion  to  the  provisions  of  the  dif- 
ferent constitutions  can  be  ascertained  at  a  glance; 
and  it  is  tlius  rend-T'd  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to 
all  classes  of  politicians.  The  chart  was  formed  to 
accompany  Dr.  Mayo's  work  entitled  "S/.-e/cAes  o/ 
eijht  i/e:i'S  m  U'nsfiinston,"  now  in  press,  and  is  one 
of  a  series  of  similar  charts  which  Will  be  comprised 
in  that  publication — it  is,  however.so  arranged  that 
it  can  b?  bound  in  the  "Register;"  and  we  feel 
assured  that  our  reiders  will  carefully  preserve  it, 
and,  with  ns,  admire  the  care,  industry,  and  tact 
with  which  it  has  been  formed. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press of  Thursday,  says  This  is  rather  a  blue  day 
in  the  stock  market.  Y'esterday  and  day  hefoie 
they  commenced  fallin;,  and  to-day  declined  more 
than  any  other.  The  cominj  n^ritation  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill  in  con;ress,  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Camhrelong  that  the  subject  would  be  called  up  and 


Outrage  on  the  .northern  frontier.  On 
the  next  Jioge  «e  have  given  some  |)articulurs  of  a 
daring  oulraije  committed  on  the  British  steamboat 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  whilst  [itaceably  lying  within  ocir 
waters,  by  a  band  of  lawless  individuals  supposed 
to  be  Canadian  refugees.  The  circumstance  has 
justly  excited  much  feeling  among  the  British  au- 
thorities in  that  quarter,  and  we  are  fearful  that  it 
will  lead  to  serious  difficulties  unless  promp'.ly  re- 
dressed by  our  government.  By  the  article  from 
the  "Globe"  it  will  be  seen  that  the  war  department 
has  promptly  ordered  all  the  di^posable  regular 
force  to  the  scene  of  the  outrage,  and  gov.  Marcy 
went  thither  by  express  as  soon  as  the  facts  were 
communicated  to  him.  From  these  movements  we 
acted  on  next  week,  has  created  additional  alarm  in  ;  have  a  guarantee  that  the  oBenders  will  be  brought 


the  monied  circles.     Monied  men  who  were  large 
buyers    last  week,  arc  now  sellers,  either  disposed 
to  realise  or   to   escape  a  further  loss.     Delaware, 
which  but  three  ilays  aso  run  uptoS6  and  sold  yes- 
terday at   85,  was  knocked  nlf  to  .lay  at  81— a'  fall 
of  3  per  cent  in  one  day.     Stoninston  and  IlaihTm 
run  down  2  to3  percent.     Phcenix  bank,  Kentuckv, 
Mohawk,  New  Jerspv.  and  Long  Island  rail  road,  all 
fell  1  to  2  per  cent.     United  Stales  Bank  has  droop- 
ed a  little,  but  is  less  affected  than  any  other. 
Sales  at  the  New  Yoric  stock  exchange,  June  7. 
7  shares  United  States  Bank      -         -     120  3-4 
13     do         do         do         do  -         .     121 

Sales  at  the  PhiMrlelphia  stock  exchange.  June  7. 
160  draft  on  N.  York  ....  ]01  1-2 
ID  shares  United  States  Bank  -  -  123  1-2 
10  do  Kentucky  hank  -  .  -  93  1-2 
Tennessee  money  market.  The  Nashville  Whig  of 
June  1,  says — 

Exchanges  grow  better.  Mississippi  river  notes 
are  bonjht  up  freely  at  17  a  IS  per  ct.  by  the  bro- 
kers, and  a  little  lower  by  transient  buyers.  The 
Manchester  and  W.  Feliciana  banks  stand  better 
than  last  quoted.  Checks  on  Philadelphia,  at  sight, 
are  olfered  out  of  doors  at  10  per  cent,  in  currency, 
and  12  p^r  cent,  in  .-\labama  paper. 

The  Frederick  County  Bank  has  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  three  per  cent  tor  the  last  six  months. 

The  board  of  dir  ctors  of  the  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' bank  of  Frederick  county  have  adopted 
the  following  resolution: 

Hesolved,  That  in  anticipation  of  a  general  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  bv  the  banksof  Mary- 
land, at  an  early  Jay.  we  will  from  this  dav  com- 
mence tlie  pavinent  of  all  our  issues  under  five 
dollars  in  specie,  and  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar  on 
all  checks  on  the  institution. 
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to  punishment,  if  the  arm  of  the   government 
reach  them,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  aided 
by  every  lover  of  his  country's  honor  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  Tuesday  says— 
"W'e  learn  from  a  bean  r  of  despatches,  who  ar- 
riveil  this  morning  on  bis  way  to  Washington,  hiv- 
ing lelt  Montreal  since  the  date  of  our  latest  papers, 
that  Sir  John  Colborne,  with  his  stall',  has  gone  to 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  upper  Canada. 
A  movement  that  seems  to  indicate  appreliensions 
of  something  serious." 

Letters  from  Quebec  state  that  a  reward  of 
$4,000  would  be  ottered  for  the  discovery  and  arrest 
of  the  pirates  who  destroyed  the  Sir  Robert  Peel. 

Since  the  above  was  in   type,   we  have  received 

the  following  particulars  of  another  outrage,  which 
shows  a  deep  state  of  excitement  among  the  Cana- 
dian  populace — but  we  sincerely  hope  the  Montreal 
version  of  the  att'air  is  coreict. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  Rochester 
Daily  Advertiser. 

Captain  Childs,  ofthe  steamboat  Telegraph,  states 
that  on  putting  into  Brockville,  or  rather  while 
there,  he  was,  about  10  o'clock  on  Friday  night, 
fired  into  by  the  queen's  militia,  stationed  at  lliat 
pl.ice.  From  filteen  to  20  shots  were  fired,  four  of 
which  we  know  to  have  struck  the  boat.  An  ounce 
ball  passed  through  the  ladies'  cabin,  near  the  cen- 
tre, barely  missing  the  chambermaid,  who  was 
standing  by  the  stove.  It  must  have  been  a  narrow 
escape,  judging  Iroin  the  holes  in  the  wall  com- 
pared with  the  position  of  the  stove.  It  was  known 
at  Kingston  that  an  attiiupt  to  destroy  either  the 
Oneida  or  Telegraph,  was  to  be  made  that  night, 
but  the  former  passed  without  calling  on  them. — 


The  Telegiaph  was  tired  on  till  out  ol  reach,  which 
was  not  long,  as  the  engineer,  suspicious  of  foul 
play,  kept  up  during  the  stay  of  the  boat  a  heavy 
press  of  steam.  This  wanton  attack  will  serve  to 
show  the  feeling  against  us  in  Canada,  and  ailinon- 
ish  our  government  that  means  adc  quale  to  the  pro- 
tection ofthe  frontier,  cannot,  with  salety,  be  mucli 
longer  withheld. 

The  officer  commanding  ihc  guard  at  Brockville 
attempts  an  excuse  by  saying  that  the  men  had 
misapprehended  his  orders,  which  were  to  fire  two 
muskets  into  the  air  as  a  signal,  provided  any  sus- 
picious boat  should  approach.  'The  degree  of  sus- 
picion that  justly  attaches  to  the  Telegraph,  mav 
be  learned  from  the  facts,  that  her  bell  was  sounded 
twice,  as  is  customary  at  that  |dace. 

Col.  Bonnycastle,  in  command  of  the  queen's 
troops  at  Kingston,  stated  to  capt.  Childs,  that  he 
must  be  expected  to  be  fired  into  so  long  as  we 
acted  as  at  present,  adding,  by  way  of  taunt,  that 
the  next  outrage  from  our  side  would  be  the  sig- 
nal for  him  to  cross  the  line  in  a  hostile  altitude — 
that  the  Canadas  could  take  the  state  without  aid 
from  England. 

The  tidings  of  this  affair  had  reached  Montreal 
on  Tuesday,  the  papers  giving  a  somewhat  dilier- 
ent  version.  We  annex  that  of  the  Montreal  Cou- 
rier: 

By  passengers  arrived  from  Upper  Canada  last 
night,  we  learn  that  the  new  steamboat  allair,  of 
which  rumor  had  made  so  much  through  the  day, 
was  much  less  than  rumor  had  made  it.  .About  9 
on  Friday  evening,  it  appears  that  the  Telegiaph, 
an  American  steamboat  running  between  Ogdens- 
burgh  and  Rochester,  touched  at  Brockville  on  her 
way  up,  with  a  vessel  in  tow.  Just  after  she  had 
left  the  wharf,  she  was  hailed,  and  the  captain  de- 
sired any  one  who  wanted  to  come  on  board  to 
come  out  in  a  boat,  as  he  could  not  come  back. 

No  boat  putting  out,  he  again  got  under  weigh 
and  ten  muskets  shots  were  immediately  fired  into 
the  boat,  but  without  doing  any  mischief.  The 
Telegraph  let  go  the  vessel  she  was  towing  and 
made  off;  and  the  men  (two  in  number)  who  had 
fired,  were  seized,  and  their  firing  stopped  by  those 
!  on  the  wharf.  One  of  our  informants  states  that 
these  men  w  ere  volunteer  sentries  placed  on  the 
wharf;  another  understood  that  they  weie  net  on 
the  wharf,  but  a  little  distance  from  it,  and  that  the 
people  were  there  for  some  time  before  they  could 
stop  them. 

We  are  farther  informed  that  the  captain  of  the 
volunteer  company  at  Brockville  followed  the  Tel- 
egraph  in  the  Kingston,  and  explained  the  whole 
circumstance  to  the  captain,  from  whom  he  learned 
that  no  harm  was  done.  It  is  added  that  the  affair 
has  not  created  any  considerable  excitment  on  the 
American  side,  and  that  the  two  men  had  been  ar- 
rested. 

Lord  Durham  had  been  received  at  Quebec  with 
every  demonstration  of  joy  by  the  inhaljitanis  of  all 
political  opinions.  Immediately  after  he  had  taken 
tlie  oaths,  he  issued  a  proclamation  addressed  to 
the  people  of  both  provinces,  in  which  we  find  the 
following  passage: 

"In  one  province  the  most  deplor.able  events 
have  rendered  the  suspension  of  its  representative 
constitution,  unhappily,  a  matter  of  necessity;  and 
the  supreme  power  fias  devolved  on  me. 

"The  great  responsibility  which  is  thereby  im- 
posed on  me,  and  the  arduous  nature  of  the  func- 
tions which  1  have  to  discharge,  will  naturally 
make  me  most  anxious  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  that 
period  when  the  executive  power  shall  again  be 
surrounded  by  all  constitutional  checks  of  free, 
liberal,  and  British  institutions. 

"On  you — the  people  of  British  America— on 
your  conduct,  ami  on  the  extent  of  your  co-opera- 
tion with  me,  will  mainly  depend  whetlier  that 
event  shall  be  delayed  or  immediate.  I  therefore 
invite  from  you  the  most  free,  unreserved  commu- 
nications. I  beg  you  to  consider  me  as  a  friend 
and  arbitrator;  ready  at  all  times  to  listen  to  your 
wishes,  complaints,  and  grievances,  and  fully  de- 
termined to  act  with  the  strictest  impartiality." 

After  his  excellency  had  taken  tlie  oaths,  he  gave 
orders  for  a  list  of  all  the  state  prisoners  to  be  laid 
before  him  on  the  ensuing  morning. 

[New  York  New  Era 
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Important  letter  from  Mr.  Biddle.  The  inielli- 
gence  of  the  final  passage  ihrough  llie  house  ol  repre- 
sentatives of  the  joint  resolution  rcpeahng  the  specie 
circular,  was  received  in  Philadelphii  on  Thursday, 
andonth-s  afternoon  of  that  day  the  following  letter 
from  the  president  of  Ilic  U.  S.  Bank  was  published  in 
the  National  Grizette  of  that  city.  The  Philadelphia 
papers  of  yesterday  concur  in  e.xpressing  the  expecta- 
tion of  an'earlyresunipiion  of  .'specie  payments. 

Philadelphia,  May  31,  1833. 

My  dear  sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  6th  uU.  I  stated  my 
belief  that  there  conld  be  no  sate  nor  permanent  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  until  the 
policy  of  tlie  government  towards  them  was  changed. 

The  repeal  of  the  specie  circular  by  congress  makes 
that  change.  I  see  now,  what  until  now  1  have  not 
seen,  the  means  of  restoring  the  currency. 

I  rej  )ice  very  sincerely  at  the  terniinalion  of  this  un- 
happy controversy,  and  shall  cordially  co-operate  with 
the  government  by  promoting  what  the  banks  are,  I  am 
sure,  anxious  to  effect,  an  early  resumption  of  specie 
payments  throughout  the  union. 
Wiih  great  respect  yours, 

N.  Biddle. 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mexico.  Extract  of  a  letter  received  from  a 
gentleman  dated 

Mexico,  May  10,  ISriS. 

"An  act  was  passed  on  the  1st  instant,  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  confereing  upon  the  pre- 
sident extraordinary  powers  fur  an  unlimited  time, 
excepting,  however,  the  right  to  banish,  or  take  the 
life  of  a  Mexican  citizen,  save  by  process  of  law. 
Having  been  subsequently  rejected  by  the  senate, 
and  sent  back  to  the  house  of  representatives  for 
reconsideration,  it  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  Ihat  body,  granting  to  the  president  the  power  to 
raise  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and 
the  necessary  funds,  and  to  have  resort  to  the  means 
which  he  might  deem  most  conducive  to  tne  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  and  the  requisite  to  carry  his 
plans  into  ell'ect.  It  is  understood  Ihat  the  portion 
of  the  priest  party  in  the  congress  which  advocated 
the  measure  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  president  to  take  measures  called  for 
by  the  emergencies  of  the  times,  fearing  that  he 
might  extend  these  powers  to  the  confiscation  of 
church  property  to  i>ay  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
have  withdrawn  their  support  Irom  the  measure, 
wishing  to  confine  his  powers  to  the  raising  ol 
funds  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  taxation.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  received  from  Yucatan  that  the 
whole  of  that  state  had  pronounced  for  federation. 
A  severe  battle  was  fought  at  Merida,  the  cajiilal 
betvveen  the  national  troops  and  the  militia,  six 
thousand  of  whom  had  obtained  arms  from  Balize, 
Honduras.  Four  hundred  mc.i  perished  in  the 
conflict."  [Globe. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  SIR 
ROBERT  PEEL. 

The  following,  which  we  find  in  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus of  Monday  morning,  contains  the  particulars 
ol  the  transaction,  alluded  to  in  our  first  page,  which, 
the  editor  of  that  print  says,  are  from  a  source 
which  entitles  thein  to  enlire  credence: 

iVuleiioiun,  June  2,  183S. 

Dear  sir:  The  following  statement,  relative  to  the 
seizure  and  burning  of  the  British  steamboat  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  may  be  relied  on  as  correct. 

On  her  passage  up  the  St.  Lawrence  she  stopped 
at  Will's  island,  seven  miles  below  Fiench  Creek, 
about  2  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  Shtli  May, 
to  take  in  a  supply  of  wood.  While  she  was  doing 
this,  twenty  one — some  accounts  say  twenty-two — 
persons  entered  on  board,  armed  and  disguised, 
took  lorcible  possession  of  her,  turned  the  crew  and 
passengers  on  shore,  and,  alter  committing  robberv, 
set  her  on  fire,  and  she  was  burnt  to  the  vvati'r's 
edge.  There  is  some  reason  to  fear  that  there  was 
loss  of  life,  but  this  is  not  certain. 

I  do  not  learn  that  there  was  any  suspicion  here 
that  any  such  outrage  was  in  contemplation,  and 
the  news  of  it  caused  a  very  general  surprise.  It 
has  been  subsequently  ascertained  that  these  ma- 
rauders had  two  encampments  on  an  island  in  the 
St.  Lawrence,  called  Abel's  island,  lying  about 
midway  between  French  Creek  and  Well's  island, 
at  which  they  had  rendezvoused  a  short  time  be- 
fore their  attack. 

Ten  persons  have  been  already  committed  to  the 
jail  of  this  county  on  the  charge  of  having  partici- 
pated in  the  outrage.  All  these,  except  one,  are 
refugees  from  Canada.  It  is  probable  that  a  lew 
Ameiican  citizens  were  associated  with  them,  but 
the  perpetrators  were  mostly  persons  from  the  Bri- 
tish provinces,  and  assigned,  as  the  motive  for  de- 
stroying the  boat,  the  desire  to  retaliate  for  the  loss 
of  their  property  in  Canada. 

The  "Sir  Robert  Peel"  was  a  boat  of  the  middle 
size,  new  last  year,  and  cost  about  $40, 000.  Three 
quarters  of-tbe  boat  were  owned  by  Brilisli  sub- 


jects, and  the  other  quarter  by  Mr.  Bacon,  of  Og- 
densburgh.  She  had  not  much  freight  on  board. 
The  robbi  rs  got  considerable  inorny,  but  most  of 
it,  ($6,000,)  has  been  recovered,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  county.  A 
commendable  degree  of  zeal  and  activity  has  been 
manilested  by  them  to  detect  and  bring  to  justice 
the  olfenders.  They  will  probably  be  all  ascer- 
tained. 

This  affair,  as  it  was  natural  should  be  the  case, 
produced  great  excitement  in  Canada,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  are  becoming  satisfit.'d  that  this 
movement  was  not  known  or  apprehended  by  our 
citizens,  except  the  few  that  were  engaged  in  it, 
that  il  is  strongly  reprobated  here,  and  that  proper 
exertions  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
among  us  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  justice. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  outrage,  sir  George 
Arthur  has  issued  t'he  following  proclamation: 

Proclamation — Upper  Canada. 
By  his  excellency  sir  George  Arthur,  knight,  com- 
mander of  the  royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  order, 
lieutenant  governor  of  the   province   of  Upper 
Canada,  major  general  commanding  her  majes- 
ty's forces  therein,  &c.  is.c. 
Whereas  information  has  this  day  been  received 
that,  on  Ihe  thirtieth  day  instant,  the  British  steam- 
boat, Sir  Robert  Peel,  while  lying  peaceably  at  an 
American  island,  was  treacherously  attacked   by  a 
body  of  armed  rntfians  from  the  American  shore, 
set  fire  to  and  burned:  the  passengers,  among  whom 
were  defenceless    females,   wantonly   and  brutally 
insulted;  and  a  large  amount  of  money,  and  other 
property  on   board  the  said  boat  was  either  plun- 
dered or  destroyed:    And  whereas  the  said  robbery 
and  outrage  cannot  fail  to  excite  feelings  of  the  ut- 
most indignation  in  the  minds  of  her  majesty's  sub- 
jects, who  may  be  induced  thereby  to  resort  to  acts 
of  retalliation  for  the    redress  of  injury,  without 
properly  considering  that  it  belongs  to  the  govern- 
ment of  her  majesty  to  claim  that  redress  and  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  see  that  it  be 
promptly  rendered. 

The  steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel,  with  the  persons 
and  property  on  board,  lay  at  a  w half  on  the  shore 
of  a  friendly  power,  in  the  confidence  of  Ihat  secu- 
rity which  every  civilized  nation  extends  over  the 
subjects  and  property  of  foreigners,  within  its  ter- 
ritory in  time  of  peace,  and  free  comuiercial  inter- 
course. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be 
confidently  expected,  will  vindicate  the  national 
honor,  ami  feel  deeply  the  insult  which  this  act  of 
savage  :in(l  cowardly  violence,  committed  in  the 
dead  of  night,  has  inflicted  upon  theirnation.  They 
.will  not  and  cannot,  without  regard  to  national 
character,  delay  to  bring  the  criminals  to  punish- 
ment, or  to  render  to  the  injured  subjects  of  her 
majesty,  redress — though  il  be  too  late  in  this  in- 
stance to  otfer  them  protertion. 

The  demeanor  and  conduct  of  the  population  of 
this  province  has  been  that  of  a  people  resting  se- 
curely upon  the  sanctity  of  law,  and  the  regular 
exercise  ol  the  power  of  the  British  empire  of  which 
they  form  a  part;  and  accordingly,  even  dining  re- 
bellion, and  foreign  invasions,  this  country  has  not 
been  disgraced  by  any  scenes  of  individual  violence 
or  revenge,  on  the  jiart  of  its  loyal  inhabitanls. 
The  character  which  has  thus  been  gained  to  this 
province,  has  commanded  the  admiration  of  the 
British  people — demonstrated  the  proud  superiority 
of  British  institutions — and  is  too  valuable  to  be 
sacrificed  in  Ihe  smallest  part,  for  the  sudden  grati- 
fication of  indignant  feelings,  however,  justly  they 
may  have  been  aroused. 

I  therefore  express  to  her  majesty's  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects,  my  entire  confidence  in  thei:-  digni- 
fied lorbearance,  and  that  the  Biitish  flag  which  has 
been  so  nobly  defended  by  them,  will  not  now  be 
stained  by  having  ouliage  or  insult  offered  to  the 
persons  or  property  of  foreigners  within  its  terri- 
tory, and  under  its  protection. 

It  need  not  be  said  to  men  who  understand  the 
character  and  institutions  of  England— that  injury 
offered  to  one  British  subject,  is  felt  by  all— and 
that  the  mutual  ties  of  duty  and  affection  which 
bind  a  free  and  loyal  people  and  their  sovereign  to- 
gether, give  (he  strength  of  the  whole  empire  to  an 
injured  individual.  This  consideration  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  restrain  a  loyal  community  within 
becoming  bounds,  and  to  insure  their  leaving  to 
their  government  that  claim  for  redress  which  this 
unprovoked  outrage  imperatively  demands. 

Un'il  the  Americen  government  shall  have  taken 
such  measures  as  will  ensure  the  lives  and  property 
of  British  subjects  within  Ihe  territory  of  the  United 
States  from  spoliation  and  violence,  the  utmost 
guard  and  caution  is  required  on  the  part  of  masters 
of  sleamboats,  and  oilier  vessels,  fn  entering  Ameri- 
can harbors  as  it  is  but  too  plain,  that  at  present  the 


subjects  of  her  majesty  may  be  sometimes  placed 
in  the  power  of  lawless  banditti,  when  they  imagine 
themselves  wilhintlie  protection  and  authority  of  a 
friendly  government. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  To- 
ronto, this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Loid  one  thousand  tight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  and  of  her  majesty's  reign  the  first. 

G.  Arthur. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

C.  Jl.  Hugerman,  attorney  general. 

D.  Cameron,  secretary. 

From  the  "  Globe"  of  Thursday  night. 
We  understand  that  as  soon  as  the  war  depart- 
ment learned  tha  serious  appiehensions  were  en- 
tertained of  disorders  being  committed  on  the  north- 
ern Irontier  by  the  Canadians  who  had  taken  refuge 
within  our  borders,  and  who  have  lately  sbamelully 
abused  the  hospitality  extended  to  Ihcm,  the  most 
prompt  measures  were  taken  to  bring  there  what- 
ever.reguiar  troops  could  be  drawn  Irom  (<ther  sta- 
tions without  imminent  risk  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  service.  From  the  temper  displayed  by 
many  of  our  citizens  on  the  Canada  borders,  and 
from  the  eHbrts  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Cana- 
dian refugees  to  re-establish  their  fortunes,  a  large 
regular  force  is  required  on  that  frontier  1o  preserve 
the  good  faith  and  maintain  the  peace  of  the  conn- 
try;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret  that  there 
should  have  been  so  much  delay  in  the  house  in 
bringing  Ibrward  the  bill,  wliirh  has  twice  passed 
the  senate,  to  increase  the  niiiitaiy  lorce  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  reported  favorably  upon  by  the 
military  committee  of  Ihe  house.  All  who  look  at 
the  deten?eles3  stale  of  our  irontiers,  must  be  con- 
vinced of  Ihe  absolute  and  immediate  necessity  of 
the  passage  ol  this  bill.  Not  only  is  it  demanded 
by  a  due  regaid  for  the  safely  and  honor  of  the 
country,  but  it  is  recommended  by  every  considera- 
tion of  enlightened  economy.  To  be  compelled  on 
every  trifling  outbreak  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  occasions  an  expenditure  of 
money  which,  in  the  most  ample  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, cannot  fail  to  be  burdensome;  and  whith,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  is  ruirous.  It  is,  be- 
sides, drawing  from  their  agricnlturai  pursuits  a 
large  body  of  our  most  useful  citizens,  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  extremely  onerous  to  them  and 
injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  an  early  day  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  this  most  im|iortant 
subject. 

DEB.ITE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES, 
Friday,  May  25,  on  a  message  received  from  the  pre- 
sident explanatory  of  the  objectionable  papers  which 
accompanied  a  former  message  in  relation  to  the 
introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United 
Slates. 

The  reports  of  committees  having  been  received, 
the  next  business  coming  up  in  order  was  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  this 
morning  (alter  the  receipt  of  Ihe  message  transmit- 
ting the  explanatory  letter  of  Secretary  Woodbu- 
ry:) 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  which  the  pa- 
pers alluded  to  in  the  said  message  have  been  refer- 
red, be  discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof, 
and  Ihat  they  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and  re- 
turned to  the  president. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  who  was  now  in  his  seat,  (not  hav- 
ing reached  the  house  at  the  time  the  message  was 
read.)  rose,  and  said  Ihat  he  understood  that,  during 
his  absence,  a  communication  had  been  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  having  an 
important  bearing  on  Ihe  resolution  be  had  offered. 
II  would  be  remembered  by  the  house  that,  at  the 
time  heolfered  the  resolution,  he  had  expressed  the 
hope,  nay,  the  confident  belief,  that  the  president 
never  could  have  authorized  Ihe  transmission  to  this 
body  of  documen's  so  offensive  in  Iheir  character 
as  those  to  which  Ihe  resolution  rel'erred;  and  it 
now  gave  him  cordial  pleasure  to  say  that,  having 
perused  the  communication  at  the  clerk's  table,  he 
was  now  t'liabled  to  say  that  the  president  stood 
perfectly  and  completely  exonerated  from  all  blame 
in  the  transaction.  It  was  manifest  that  the  presi- 
dent had  been  imposed  on  by  placing  too  great  con- 
fidence in  his  heads  of  departments.  When  he 
lound  what  sort  of  communications  had  been  sent 
to  Ihe  house,  he  probably  called  upon  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  furnish  the  reasons  why  papers 
of  this  character  had  been  made  to  accompany  his 
message,  and  the  house  had  received  a  communi- 
cation from  that  olficer,  which,  while  il  completely 
exonerated  the  president  from  all  intention  to  insult 
house  by  transmitting  such  documents  in  reply 
to  lis  call,  left  the  whole  blame  on  the  head  of  his 
secretary.     The  secretary,  it  seemed,  had  reported 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  9,  1 838— DEBATE— OFFENSIVE  PAPERS. 


227 


to  the  presuleiit   that   various  comniunicaliocig  on  |  leiisive  ilociimeiit  would  be  bound  upin  the  volume  [pressed  in  regard   to  them.     Under  these  circum- 
the  subject  ot  the  importation   of  paupers   had  for '  ot  executive  coinmuncations?  stances.  Mr.  B.  could  not  but  consider  the  comuiu- 

years  been  received  at  the  department,  some  in  j  The  Chair  replied  that  ordinarily  they  would;  nication  ol  the  secretary  as  unsatislaclory. 
wiitin^;,  olliers  in  print,  and  some  by  personal  con-  but  under  peculiar  circumstances  (il'  the  present  |  Mr.  Cus/imim  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
versation.  Tnese  papers  had,  without  any  critical  case,  the  cleric  had  stated  to  hiui  that  he  should  t:n(  New  York  { Mr.  Uussell )  who  was  at  the  head  of 
examination,  been  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  tiles  i  order  them  to  be  bound  up.  but  would  send  back  |  the  couimiltee  nn  this  subject  of  Ibreiun  paui  ers, 
ot  the  department,  and  from  thence  had  been  Irans-  |  the  message  and  documents  to  be  reprinted,  with  whelhcr,  when  he  ollered  the  resolution  callinic  for 
mitted  to  the  house  without  being  looked   into. —    the  omission  of  those  now  objected  lo.  this  inlbrmation,  he  diil  not  know  that  these  news- 

But  by  whom  had  papers  of  this  cliaracter  been  Mr.  Mherlon  said,  if  he  liad  rightly  understood 
sent?  Wiidt  co.-ifi  1-nii.il  friend  of  the  secretary  [  the  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts,  ( .Nir.  .\dains,) 
was  it  who  had  furnished  him  with  extracts  of  thfsj  that  gentleman  was  of  opinion  that  both  the  prc- 
kiiid,  which  could  only  furnish  alimunt  lo  the  most   sidcnt  and  secretary    had  relieved  themselves  Iron 


corrupt  and  morbid  passions,  and  which  were  full, 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  of  the  most  libellons  and 
ribald  abuse  on  the  corporate  authorities  of  a  great 
city,  and  on  respectable  and  worthy  men  by  name.' 
Ho.v  ilid  it  hdupeii  that  documents  like  these  were 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  files  of  one  of  the  dc- 
partiiients  of  this  government?  Did  this  secretary 
ol  the  treasury  mean  to  make  his  department  a  A:- 
posilory  of  all  the  revolting  libels  daily  poured  forth 
by  the  lowest  presses  of  a  pjrty?  Were  produc- 
tions like  these  placed   there   without  being  read 


II  suspicion  of  purposing  to  do  any  thing  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  house,  and  he  was  sorry 
to  hear,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  the  expression  of  a  different  opinion. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  placed  in  a  dilferent  position  when 
deceived  by  placing  loo  gieat  confidence  in  his 
clerks,  from  that  in  which  the  presi<lent  stood  by 
placing  too  great  confidence  in  his  secretary.  It 
was  well  known  to  every  gentleman  at'all  acquaint- 
ed with  the  course   of  public    business,  that  the 


Had  they  been  read,  or  even  glanced  at,  the  nature  i  heads  of  departments  must  of  necessity,  trust  in 


of  their  contents  could  not  lor  a  moment  have  been 
mistaken;  and  what  right,  then,  had  the  secretary 
to  direct  such  personal  calumi'ies  lo  be  put  on  the 
files  of  the  guvernment? 

But  again:  What  had  the  president  been  request- 
ed to  send  to  the  house:  He  had  been  called  upon 
to  furnish  it,  not  with  matters  of  loose  suspicion,  not 
with  scuitIIoiis  extracts  taken  fiom  the  newspapers, 
but  with  information,  with  authentic  facts,  which 
should  form  a  basis  for  legislative  action.  Thus 
calljd  upon,  the  president  very  pruperly  referred  to 
the  head  of  the  department;  and  the  secretary  was 
tluis  placed  in  a  solemn  and  re-:ponsible  attitude. 
He  was  required  to  perform  a  weiijhty  and  impor- 
tant duty  to  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people.  And  what  does  he  do?  Without  exami- 
nation, and,  as  it  would  appear,  without  reading  or 
the  slightest  inspection,  he  transmits  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  president  to  the  house,  as  a  founda- 
tion for  its  action,  extracts  from  the  lowest  parly 
newspapers,  tilled  with  base  and  scurrilous  abu.se 
of  indiiidiials.  Mr.  H.  called  upon  the  house  to 
pause  upon  a  fact  of  lliis  kind,  and  to  consider  what 
degree  of  reliance  could  hereafter  be  placed  on  of- 
fieial  communications  from  a  department.  When 
ument  came  to  the  house  bearing  the  official  |  1 


great  measure  fotheirclcrks.  What  was  this  ca 
In  1S36,  a  resolution  passed  the  senate,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  freasuary  to  collect  information 
Irom  various  sources  as  to  tlie  imporlalion  of 
foreign  paupers  into  the  United  Stales.  In  reply 
to  circulars  from  the  department,  information  came 
in  various  shapes  into  the  office,  and  was  then  placed 
on  file  by  the  clerks.  It  was  probably  examined 
only  so  far  as  to  find  to  what  general  subject  it  re- 
lated. When  the  call  was  made  by  the  house,  the 
secretary  ordered  his  clerk  to  gather  these  papers 
together,  and  without  particularly  examininL'  them, 
he  transmitted  them  the  house.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  indulged  in  lan- 
guage which  seemed  to  imjjly  that  the  st"cretary  of 
the  Treasuary  had  intentionally  sent  an  offensive 


this  information,  he  diil  i 

paper  communications  were  then  on  file. 

Mr.  Russell  said  that,  after  presentiiig  a  memori- 
al prayini;  for  a  revision  of  our  naturalization  laws, 
he  had  offered  a  resolution  calling  on  the  secretary 
of  state  for  such  information  as  was  in  thai  depart- 
ment respecting  the  introduction  ol  foreign  paupers 
info  our  cities.  In  answer  to  this  call,  the  seciela- 
ry  of  state  informed  the  house  that  he  had  not  (he 
means  of  oblairdiig  the  information  sought.  He, 
however,  stated  that  there  were  certain  communi- 
cations  which  had  passed  between  the  agents  of 
this  government  and  the  agents  of  foreign  nations 
(oiiching  the  emigralion  of  certain  classes  to  this 
country;  but  as  all  such  correspondence  was  under 
the  immediate  direollon  of  the  president,  he  was 
not  authorized  to  send  it. 

Mr.  R.  had  then  drawn  up  a  resolution,  carefully 
guarded,  requesting  this  inlorraation,  and  Inquiring 
what  steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  inliodiic- 
tion  of  that  class  of  foreign  emigrants  who  were 
complained  of  as  becoming  so  burdensome  lo  our 
community.  He  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  such  documents  as  had  been  sent 
till  he  found  them  upon  Ids  table. 

Mr.  Cushniati  read  the  instruction  of  the  senate 
in  18.'J6,  and  expressed  great  regret  that  any  cen- 
sure should  have  been  cast  on  the  secretary.  Gen- 
ll'inen  were  all  aware  of  the  extreme  pressure  on 
the  department,  and  the  impracticability  of  the  se- 
cretary's examining  every  paper  sent  for  by  con- 
gress. He  must,  of  necessity,  Irusf  to  his  clerks. 
The  president  had  acknowledged,  with  the  utmost 


libel  to  the  house.     He  believed  it  was  admitted  on  I  candor,  the  mistake  which  had   occurred.     So  had 


stamp  of  the  head  of  a  department,  the  house  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  it  as  entitled  to  con- 
sideration and  worthy  of  credit:  but  what  b  'came 
of  all  such  confidence  if  papers  were  officially  com- 
municated without  being   read  or  looked  at,  and 


II  hanils  that  if  there  was  any  thing  for  which  that 
officer  was  distinguished,  it  was  for  assiduity  and 
industry  in  the  labors  of  his  station.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  never  shrunk  from  any  toil  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duty;  and  he  trusted  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  retract  any  lan- 
guage which  implied  that  the  secretary  was  negll- 
nt  and  shrank  from  bending  all  the  energies  of 
nind  to  the  trust  confided   to   him.       He  was 


truly  sorry  to  hear  the  course  of  remark  from 
that  gentleman.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the 
secretary  was  more  ch-rgeahle  with  blame  than 
the  pres!di?nt  and  he  thought  it  was  honorable  and 
candid   in   the   gentleman  from  Massachusetts   so 


without  ascertaining  the  fact  that  they  impeached    promptly  to  exonerate  both 


the  personal  characterof  members  of  theco'mmiin 
ty  as  respec'able  in  all  points  of  view,  as  the  hon- 
orable secretary  himself;  nay,  without  knowing 
whether  they  did  not  contain  a  libel  on  members 
of  the  house,  and  on  the  very  member  who  had  ori- 
ginated the  call?  If  a  secretary  could  transmit  a 
paper  which  impeached,  in  the  grossest  manner, 
the  chief  magistrate  of  one  of  our  greatest  cities,  a 
citizen  who  had  twice  received  the  ])ublic  testimo- 
nial of  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
which  heaped  similar  abuse  on  others  of.  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  that  city's  municipal  govern- 
ment, because  they  were  the  frionds  of  an  honest 
an.l  di-interested  parly,  (the  Native  American,) 
why  might  it  not  have  impeached  the  very  member 
who  called  for  information?  Mr.  H.  rejoiced  for 
the  honor  of  his  station  and  of  the  country  that  the 
president  stood  completely  exonerated  in'  the  mat- 
ter. But,  in  an  honest  and  strict  regard  to  the  vio- 
lated privilegi'S  of  the  house,  and  for  the  abused 
and  outraged  character  of  his  own  constituents,  he 
could  not  but  express  his  astonishment  and  indig- 
nation that  the  head  of  the  department  should  dare 
thus  to  insult  and  trifle  with  that  house.  This  oc- 
currence threw  a  light  strong  and  clear,  on  the 
mode  in  which  the  duties  of  that  department  were 
performed.  It  showed  how  important  matters  were 
dy  entrusted  to  clerks  and  subordiiiati 


Mr.  Griggs  said  that  there  had  been,  yesterday, 
but  one  sentiment  in  the  house  as  to  the  character 
of  two  of  the  documents  which  had  been  sent  with 
the  president's  message,  and  he  believed  there  was 
but  one  opinion  now  relative  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  president  had  met  the  question.  The 
president  had  frankly  told  th=  house  that  those  pa- 
pers were  of  such  a  character  that,  liad  he  been 
apprized  of  it,  he  never  would  have  sent  them  to 
the  house.  Mr.  B.  was  sorry  to  say  that  the  letter 
of  the  secretary  was  liv  no  means  so  satisfactory. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Ather- 
lon)  had  alluded  to  the  authority  under  wdiich  the 
secretary  had  proceeded  to  collect  information  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  paupers.  The  senate's  reso- 
lution had  ilirected  him  to  call  upon  custom-house 
officers  and  foreign  consuls. 

[Mr.  B.  was  here  reminded,  by  some  member, 
that  the  word3"other  sources  of  information"  were 
also  added.] 

Mr.  B.  admitted  this;  but  here  were  extracts 
from  a  newspaper  sent  to  the  department,  not  by 
any  individual  officially  called  upnn,  but,  as  the  se- 
cretary informed  the  house,  "hv  somebody  who  fell 
an  InteresI  in  the  subject,"  and,  on  this  authority, 
were  permitted  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  department 
.\nd  what  did  the  secretary  say  in  his  commiinica 
ing  these  infamous  papers?     He  utter- 


Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  said  he  should  not  object  j  ed  not  a  word  of  disapproval  of  their  contents. — 
that  these  papers  should  be  withdrawn  by  the  pre-  ]  He  tells  the  house,  that,  in  the  pressure  of  busi- 
sident,  but  he  trusted  that  what  had  occurred  on  ;  ness,  documents  had  beeti  sent,  in  which  objecfion- 
this  occasion  would  read  his  secretary  such  a  les- j  able  remarks  were  "mingled"  with  informallon 
son,  that  (locum ?nts  like  these  should  never  again  sent.  Now,  did  these  papers  contain  a  single  sen- 
be  sent  to  that  house.  If  the  napera  werewith-  fence  of  information?  A  single  word  that  was  re- 
drawn, he  hoped  ;hat  they  would  not  be  left  on  ]  levant  to  the  inquiry?  Were  th"V  not  full  ot  the 
print  among  the  archieves  of  this  house,  as  the  re- 1  rankest  abuse  of  individuals?  Yet,  Mr.  Secretarv 
corded  slanders  of  a  party  press.  j  tells  the  house,  that  "concerning  the  correctness  of 

Mr.  Dromzoole  suggested  that  It  would  be  a  more  j  those  statements  the  department  knows  nolhlng." 
regular  course  to  lay  the  communication  of  the  i  Was  It  possible  that  the  head  of  the  department  did 
president  and  its  accompanying  documents  on  the  i  not  know  whether  such  communicilions  w.-re  cor- 
table,  and  order  them  to  be  piinted,that  thus  the  |  reel  or  not?     Could  he  not  «ay,  at  a   glance,  that 


explanation  of  this  unpleasanf  transaction  might  go 
with  it  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Whillteseij  inquired  of  the   chair  whether, 
thould  ttje  pending  resolution  be  adopted,  the  of- 


Ihey  were  Incorrect  in  the  highest  degree?  Not  a 
word  was  stated  as  to  how  such  papers  got  into  the 
department;  or  when  or  from  whom  they  were  re. 
ceived;  nor  was  the  slightest  disappointment  ex- 


Ihe  secretary.  Then  w  by  this  attempt  to  tie ap  cen- 
sure upon  film?  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
exhibit  a  more  charitable  temper,  and  would  be 
governed  by  the  golden  maxim  of  doing  as  they 
would  be  dime  by. 

Mr.  Hoffman  regretted  to  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  house,  but  felt  it  his  duty  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks wliich  had  fallen  fiom  the  two  gentlemen 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton  and  Mr. 
Cushmau.)  The  former  of  these  genlfemcn  had 
commenced  his  speech  with  an  eulogy  upon  the 
secretary;  with  all  that  Mr.  H.  was  not' disposed  to 
find  fault.  He  had  the  authority  of  Shakspeare  for 
sayingthat  "if  was  a  most  beneficent  peacemaker." 
If  the  honorable  secretary  was  distinguished  for 
any  thing,  it  was  for  his  g'reat  industry.  The  gen- 
theman  had  asked  why  Mr.  H.  had  distinguished 
between  the  cases  of  the  president  and  his  secreta- 
ry. The  president  was  in  the  habit  of  transniitling 
to  the  house  documents  officially  submitted  to  film 
by  his  heads  of  departments.  They  were  submit- 
ted in  a  mass,  and  so  sent  to  the  house;  but  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  must  remember 
that  these  newspaper  slips  had  each  been  sent, 
singly  and  by  itsell,  from  so;ne  confidential  friend 
and  correspondent.  It  could  scarce  be  but  that  the 
secretary  must  have  found  leisure,  duritig  some  in- 
terval in  the  morning,  or  at  noon,  or  in  the  evening, 
to  read  them.  He  said  that  they  were  then  order- 
ed to  be  placed  on  file;  but  why?  Hovv  could  he 
direct  that  such  documents  should  be  placed  on  the 
files  of  his  department? 

[Mr.  Atherton  replied  that  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  department  to  file  all  documents  received.] 

Indeed?  Was  every  newspaper  sent  to  the  de- 
partment, however  irrelevant  to  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  however  teeming  with  a  tissue  of  llbeks 
against  respectable  people,  placed  on  file  amongst 
the  papers  of  the  department?  If  Mr.  H.  should 
send  tlie  secretary,  to-morrow,  newspapers  full  of 
party  abuse,  would  they  be  placed,  without  read- 
ing or  consideration,  among  the  public  archives? 
If  thi.!  was  the  established  rule,  the  L'overnipent 
would  soon  want  another  treasury  building.  The 
new  one  would  not  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  li- 
bels that  would  be  poured  into  it.  If  it  was  to  be- 
come a  receptacle  of  matter  of  this  description,  the 
burning  of  the  treasury  ought  to  be  hailed  as  a 
blessing,  and  not  a  misfortnnr;  and  if  v\as  well  sufj- 
gested  by  a  gnntleman  near  him  that  it  would  not 
be  surprising  if  documents  like  these  should  pro. 
iliice  spontaneous  combustion.     [A  laugh.] 

The  other  gentleman  from  Nf  w  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Ciishman)  is  greatly  surprised  and  grieved  that  I 
hould  have  dealt  in  harsh  epithets  In  r.-gard  to  so 
nerltorinus  a  public  officer  a?  the  honnrabfe  secre- 
tary.  Now  Mr.  H.  would  appeal  to  the  house — 
nay,  to  the  gentleman  himself— to  say  whethnr  he 
had  indulged  in  any  harsh  or  opprobrious  epithets 
towards  the  secretary?    What  he  had  said  he  bad 
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said  of  his  conduct  in  this  ati'air.  Mr.  H.'s  busi- 
ness was  not  uith  the  man,  but  with  the  thinj. 
He  cared  not  for  thp  secretary  in  this  matter,  but 
'or  his  acts;  and  could  he  not  hold  up  to  public  re- 
probation an  ollicial  act,  without  bein^  charged 
with  usinij  injurious  epithets  concerninj;  the  man 
who  was  giiiity  of  it?  This  charge  reminded  him 
of  one  which  was  brought  in  the  house  of  burgess- 
es in  Virginia  against  Virginia's  orator  and  states- 
man, Patricic  Henry.  The  words  of  power  which 
fell  from  that  unparalleled  debater  on  thai  occasion 
had  first  been  read  by  iVlr.  H.  in  his  youth,  and 
they  had  ever  since  lived  in  his  inind.  Patrick 
Henry  had  been  censured  for  animadverting  with 
some  freedom  on  the  conduct  of  a  high  officer  of 
state.  His  answer  was,  "Yes;  even  from  that 
great  man,  whose  valor  and  prudence  gave  us  onr 
independence,  would  I  demand  the  reasons  for  his 
public  acts.  The  very  independence  he  gave  me 
teaches  me  that  I  ought  to  demand  them."  Could 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  believe  tliat  a 
representative  on  that  floor,  whose  constituents  had 
been  grossly  and  insultingly  assailed  in  a  public 
document  sent  to  the  house  from  an  executive  de- 
partment, dare  not  speak  of  such  an  act  as  it  de- 
served, lest  he  should  be  accused  of  disrespectful 
epithets  toward  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury?  The 
gentleman  was  too  pure  a  patriot  himself  to  hold 
such  a  sentiment.  Mr.  H.  should  continue  to  con- 
demn the  act  uf  the  secretary  in  sending  such  vile 
papers  to  this  house,  and  he  here  protested  against 
its  being  drawn  into  precedent  hereafter. 

He  again  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  should 
the  resolution  be  adopted,  these  documents  (Nos. 
7  and  8)  would  remain  on  the  printed  files  of  this 
house? 

The  Chair  again  stated  that  the  clerk  would  see 
that  they  were  not  bound  up  in  the  volumes  of  ex- 
ecutive communications. 

Mr.  Calhuim,  of  Massachusetts,  wished  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, (Mr.  Russell.)  The  gentleman  from  New- 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Atherton)  had  lauded  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  for  his  industry,  and  his  criti- 
cal attention  to  the  duties  of  his  place.  In  the 
present  case,  he  believed  that  these  documents 
were  almost  the  only  papers  accompanying  the 
message,  save  one  or  two  of  little  consequence. 
Now,  if  the  honorable  secretary  was  so  extremely 
attentive  and  laborious,  how  did  it  hajipen  that  he 
had  not  looked  at  these  documents  before  he  sent 
them  here?  The  inquiry  he  wislied  to  put  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  (Mr. 
Russell)  was  this:  had  these  documents  been  sent 
to  that  committee  in  the  usual  written  form,  attest- 
ed by  the  signature  of  the  proper  officer  to  give 
them  anthenticity?  or  did  they  consist  of  mere 
scraps  cut  out  from  newspapers? 

Mr.  Russell  replied,  and  (iroduced  the  documents 
as  sent;  one  was  from  a  newspaper  printed  in  New 
York,  and  called  the  "  Truth  Teller;"  the  other 
was  a  fragment,  cut  out  from  a  newspaper,  which, 
from  its  a|)pearance,  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
from  another  number  of  the  same  paper.  There 
were  no  designations,  save  some  marks  upon  the 
margin,  to  induce  the  Ij-jlief  that  they  were  public 
documents  officially  communicated. 

Mr.  Calhoun  resumed,  and  expressed  his  reo'ret 
and  mortification  at  the  disclosure  thus  made;  it 
reflected  little  credit  on  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. That  officer  stood  before  the  house,  in  this 
transaction,  in  no  very  desirable  light.  This  was 
the  first  time  he  had  ever  known  papers  to  be  thus 
sent;  he  trusted  it  was  the  first  and  the  last  time 
that  scraps  cut  out  of  newspapers  would  be  sent 
by  the  head  of  a  department  in  reply  to  a  call  of 
that  body.  It  was  an  act  of  charity  to  believe  that 
the  secretary  neversaw  these  vile  communications; 
■  if  he  did,  the  oll'ence  was  an  atrocious  one;  if  he 
did  not,  he  was  neglectful  of  his  duty,  and  forget- 
ful of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  that  house. 
Mr.  C.  regretted  tliis,  for  the  sake  of  the  character 
of  the  government  and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Meiiejce  said  that  no  one  could  have  been 
shocked  more  than  himself,  by  the  communication 
to  this  house,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  olfeusive  documents  to  which  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr  Holl'man) 
related.  Such  a  procedure  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  undoubtedly  demanded  the  instant  notice 
of  the  house  of  representatives;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  an  instant  explanation  their  marked  reproba- 
tion. That  notice  wa.s  attracted  and  explanation 
demanded  by  the  resolution;  but  I  must  suppose 
all  reprobation  to  have  been  averted  by  the  mes- 
sage which  the  house  has  this  morning  received 
from  the  president,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
communication  to  the  house  of  the  exceptionable 
documents  was  ;io(  inteniionul.  For  myself,  I  am 
fully  satisfied  with  this  explanation;  and  do  not, 
tinerefore,  require  the  supplicatory  appeals  on  the 


part  ol  the  friends  of  the  president  for  an  exten- 
sion to  him  of  the  charily  of  the  house.  I  extend 
to  him  what  is  more  substantial  than  charity^Hs- 
iicc;  and  justice  simply,  in  my  opinion,  is  all  that 
is  requisite  to  his  defence  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

This,  sir,  is  but  an  instance  of  inattention  to 
duty,  or  its  violation,  in  one  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, by  a  subordinate  officer,  whose  powers 
and  duties  are  assigned  by  law — the  president 
neither  knowing  nor  jiarlicipating.  The  just 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  president,  in  such 
a  case,  is  the  continuance  in  office  of  the  subordi- 
nate after  the  delinquency  is  known,  rather  than 
the  original  delinquency  itself. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  judged  in  this 
instance  by  his  mm  principles  of  presidential  re- 
sponsibility, has  no  rif^ht  to  demand,  nor  perhaps 
even  a  decent  pretext  for  asking,  the  exoneration 
which  has  been  thus  promptly  conceded;  and  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass,  unimproved,  an  occasion  so 
appropriate  for  inviting  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  what  those  princi]des  are — a  task  of  no  diffi 
culty,  as  it  consists  merely  in  a  reference  to  a 
document  of  no  great  antiquity,  in  which  they 
are  embodied  in  the  most  authentic  form. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1834,  sir,  the  then  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whose  principles  and 
opinions  ore,  by  adoption,  those  of  the  now  presi- 
dent, promulgated  to  the  nation  a  paper  among  the 
most  celebrated  in  its  history:  I  mean  his  "solemn 
protest."  of  that  date,  addressed  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States.  In  that  remarkable  slate  paper, 
the  origin  and  history  of  which  it  is  needless  now 
to  review,  are  expressed  fully,  the  principles  of 
that  period,  as  entertained  by  that  party,  in  regard 
to  executive  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  su- 
bordinate officers.  Nor  wos  that  paper  a  mere  ab- 
stract declaration  of  principles.  It  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  practical  display  of  princi[)les,  in  up- 
holding a  Ai'?4  executive  act;  the  highest,  indeed, 
and  the  most  high-handed  executive  act  that  disfi- 
gures our  history.     What  are  those  principles? 

That  "the  whole  exeaitive  power*^  is  "vested  in  the 
president;"  that  "he  is  responsible  for  its  exercise;" 
that  all  subordinate  officers  are  but  agents  and  in- 
struments *'/o  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties;" that  the  power  of  removal  and  appointment 
"is  an  orisxinal  executive  power;"  and  that  for  the 
conduct  of  all  executive  officers,  "Ihe  ptesident  is 
responsible" — all,  in  turn,  being  "responsible  to 
him." 

Now,  sir,  in  a  land  of  laws  under  a  limited  con- 
stitution, these  must  be  admitted  to  be  extraordina- 
ry doctrines;  which  is  not  my  present  purpose  to 
expose,  but  merely,  by  referring  to  them,  to  show 
what  they  are. 

Executive  unity  was  claimed,  with  all  the  quali- 
ties of  individuality?  and  the  thousands  of  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  ser- 
vice, in  peace  and  in  war,  at  home  and  abroad,  on 
sea  and  land,  in  all  their  ramifications  of  govern- 
ment, were  but  bones  and  sinews,  and  muscles  and 
nerves,  of  that  vast  constitutional  unit  of  which 
they  were  parts — the  president  the  whole!  They 
were  the  eyes  by  which  he  saw,  the  ears  by  which 
he  heard,  the  nerves  by  which  he  felt,  and  the 
bones,  sinews,  and  muscles  by  which  he  moved /aw- 
ard, and,  sir,  by  which  he  struck!  The  piesident, 
as  the  sensorium,  directing  all,  moving  all,  respon- 
sible/or all! 

This  was  the  doctrine  maintained  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  hold  a  high  executive  officer 
(the  secretary  of  the  treasury)  responsible  to  Ihe 
law,  in  a  most  critical  period  of  our  public  affairs. 
The  president  interposed  himself  as  the  whole,  iin- 
du'ided,  indivisible,  executive,  responsible  for  the 
conduit  of  all  his  aids  in  the  performance  of /lis  du- 
ties! He  demanded  to  be  held  responsible  for  their 
delinguencies!  In  the  career  which  that  remarka- 
ble man  was  then  running,  he  soujht,  with  avidity, 
Ihe  responsibility  ol  atoning  for  all  the  sins,  if  but  al- 
lowed the  pleasure  of  wieldini;  all  the  power,  of  the 
whole  executive  department. 

Yet,  now,  the  president  who  represents  these 
principles,  and  is  committed  to  the  execution  of 
them,  claims  of 'the  house  exoneration  from  respon- 
sibi  ily  for  an  acknowledged  delinquency  of  the 
head  of  an  executive  department!  and  of  the  same 
department! 

It  is  well,  I  think,  sir,  to  revert  occasionally  to 
the  doctrines  of  yesterday;  it  inspires  circumspec- 
tion in  the  actors  of  to-morrow.  In  the  present  in- 
stance, there  appears  to  be  a  striking  propriety  in 
drawing,  thoiish  rapidly,  across  the  vision  of' the 
president  a  picture  of  the  past.  It  may  serve  to 
convince  him  that  it  is  given  to  but  few  to  demol- 
ish a  free  constitution  and  erect  out  of  its  strewn 
Iraements  an  executive  stnmghold  so  stupendous 
as  that  erected,  in  practice,  by  his  predecessor. 


Sir,  without  expressing  any  opiruon  respecting 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  or  others,  I  wholly 
exculpate  the  prisicient,  and  do  not,  in  a  case  like 
this,  choose  to  withhohl  a  public  expression  of  the 
gratification  which  his  late  message  has  aitbrded. 
1  recognise  in  that  act,  with  profound  satisfaction, 
the  prompt  performance  of  what  was  due,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  [uivate  citizen,  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resenlitives,  and  to  a  chief  magistrate  of  the  Unit- 
ed I  Sates. 

Mr.  aibley.  o{  New  York,  expressed  his  entire  - 
concurrence  injhe  sentiments  of  gratification  which 
had  fallen  from  his  colleage,  (Mr  Hotfinan,)  at  the 
course  proposed  by  the  president  in  his  message  of 
this  morning.  For  the  reputation  of  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate, anil  the  honor  of  the  country,  I  am  glad 
(said  Mr.  S.)  that  permission  to  withdiaw  the  ex- 
traordinary and  oliensive  matter  appended  to  his 
message  of  the  llth  instant  has  been  so  promptly 
grarited,  and  granted  with  entire  unanimity.  No 
member  of  the  house  car.  wish  to  see  it  degraded  by 
becoming  the  medium  of  Iransmiltins  to  the  coun- 
try the  grossest  libels  of  a  partisan  press  upon  the 
characters  of  private  citizens  or  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  a  municipal  corporation.  No  citizen  of 
this  country  can  be  willing  to  see  this  hall  convert- 
ed into  a  record-fffice  lor  matter  of  that  sort.  I 
am  glad,  sir,  that  the  good  work  of  lustration  is  be- 
gun, and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  it  extended  to 
another  document,  emanating  from  the  same 
source,  now  lyin*;  upon  your  table,  and  soon  to  be 
bound  up  amongst  the  enduring  records  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

I  allude,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  that  part  of  Ihe  pre- 
sident's annual  message  communicafed  to  us  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  in  which  he 
arraigns,  before  the  country  and  the  world,  the  in- 
tentions and  integrity  of  a  large  portion  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  state  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent. 

That  part  of  the  recent  message  which  the  pre- 
sident now  asks  leave  to  withdraw,  assails  the  rep- 
utations of  only  a  few  individuals  residing  at  the 
metropolis  of  the  state,  and  with  much  ribald  per- 
sonal abuse  it  mingles  some  strictures  upon  the 
public  and  official  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  named. 
I  look  upon  this  latter  feature  as  constituting  some 
miti^jalion  of  the  otherwise  atrocious  nature  of  the 
a'hole  production;  for.  in  relation  to  the  official  con- 
duct of  public  men,  1  hold  to  the  right  of  thir  sever- 
est scrutiny,  and  the  freestanimadversion  of  speech 
and  of  the  press. 

But,  sir,  that  portion  of  the  annual  message 
which  I  would  also  pive  the  president  permission 
to  w  ilhdraw  is  far  more  general  and  expansive  in 
its  assaults  upon  the  character  of  our  roiintiy.  It 
involves  the  political  purity  and  ))ersonal  indepen- 
dence of  multitudes  of  men  in  all  pirls  of  Ihe  state 
ol  New  York;  of  men  in  the  quiet  and  retired 
walks  of  life,  occupying  no  public  station,  exercis- 
ing no  delegated  trust,  and  in  no  wise  accountable 
to  any  officer,  high  or  low, of  the  federal  government 
lor  the  considerations  which  may  influence  them 
in  the  exercise  of  their  original  independent  sove- 
reignty. 

In  reference  to  the  then  recent  election  in  New 
York,  and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  us  to  disre- 
gard that  expression  of  popular  sentiment  in  our 
delibeiations  upon  the  leading  and  favorite  measure 
of  the  executive,  the  president  has  seen  fit  labor — 
in  wary  and  ambiguous  phrase,  but  with  conclu- 
sions that  have  not  been,  and  cannot  be,  misunder- 
stood— *o  bring  the  representatives  of"  the  people 
to  believe  that  a  lai'ge  majority  of  the  independent 
electors  of  thatsfate,  unmindful  of  the  great  inter- 
ests stakcil  upon  our  action,  had  cast  their  ballots 
in  base  subserviency  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call, 
in  that  message,  "the  already  overgrown  influence 
of  torpoi-ate  aiilhorilies." 

[Mr.  Taylor  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
asked  if  it  was  now  in  order  to  discuss  the  annual 
message?] 

If  (continued  Mr.  S.)  my  colleague  will  indirlge 
me  for  a  few  moments,  he  will  perceive  that  my 
remarks  do  not  violate  any  rule  of  order,  or  Ihil  I 
shall  present  to  him  a  better  opportunity  of  raising 
that  question  when  I  come  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  under  consideration. 

[The  chair  suggested  that  Mr.  S.  should  now 
send  up  his  proposed  amendment.] 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  offer  such  an  amend- 
ment before  I  close;  but  I  wish  to  introduce  it  with 
a  few  preliminary  observations  explanatory  of  its 
character  and  object;  and,  not  intending  to  trouble 
the  house  again,  I  shall  be  willing,  with  Ihe  per- 
mission of  the  chair,  to  avail  myself  ol  the  present 
speaking  to  assign  some  reasons  for  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  when  it  shall  be  offered. 

I  was  proceeding.  Mr.  Speaker,  to  jioint  out  the 
exceptionable  pails  of  the  annual  message  to  which 
my  amendment,  if  in  order,  may  be  applicable. 


rvjUjJiiS'  rsAiax/i^Aij  iviivi^vrxr.^.. 


The  scvrnlh  page  of  tlut  dociuiient  represents  to 
our  consideration,  in  a  short  paragraph  or  two,  the 
famous  ••siibtreasiiry  scheme."  But,  no  sooner 
does  it  i^ive  us  a  glimpse  of  its  hidden  mysteries — 
scarcely  is  our  vision  prepared  to  gaze  into  its  dark 
recesses — when,  as  it'  iearlul  tliat  our  lootsteps 
might  turn  from  its  gloomy  passajes  into  the  brigh- 
ter path  to  which  public  seutKnent  had  directed 
th  'm,  the  president  bejcins  to  luinisli  us  with  rea- 
sons for  disreijarding  that  public  sentiment.  He 
teil-i  lis  of  the  "more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty 
niilllons  of  bank  capital  spread  through  all  the  ram- 
ilications  of  society" — of  "ils  direct  connexion 
witn  the  then  pending  elections" — ol  "the  feeling? 
it  was  calculated  to  infuse  into  the  canvass" — and 
of  ils  having  '-exercised  a  far  greater  influence 
over  the  re,^ult  than  any  which  cuuld  possibly  have 
been  produced  by  a  conflict  of  opinion  in  respect 
to  a  question  in  the  administration  of  the  general 
Eovernineiit  more  remote  and  less  important  in  ils 
bearings  upon  that  interest."  And,  in  immediate 
coniiPXiDn  with  all  this,  he  assures  us  that  he  is 
"more  l/iaii  ever  convinced  of  the  titmgers  to  which 
the  /tec  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  political  opinion 
would  be  exposed  by  any  further  increase  of  the  o/- 
readij  Ofercrrown  influence  ofcor/iorale  autlwrilies." 

Now,  sir,  no  man  doubts — no   man  cuii  doubt — 
that,  in  all  this  extraiudinary  and   unwairanlable 
crilicisin  upon  the  motives  which   influenced  the 
action   of  the  people,  the  president   meari.s   to  say  I 
that   that  action  v%-as  guiiled  and  controlled  by  the 
"overgrown    influence    of    corporate    authorities;" 
that  the  people  of  this  country  were  capable  of  bar-  j 
fering  the  elective  franchise  lor  the  favor  of  money-  ' 
ed   corporations;  that  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  New  ; 
York  had  bowed  down  their  free  spiriis  before  the 
golden   calves   which   the    president   himself   had 
erecied  belbre  their  eyes. 

IVIr.  Speaker,  if  that  portion  of  the  annual  mes-  i 
sage  upon  which  I  am  commenling  docs  not  mean 
this,  it  means  nothing.  Sinp  it  of  this  signification, 
and  it  is  senseless.  It  has  received  this  interpreta- 
tion throughout  this  country  and  Europe.  It  has 
been  used  a*  authority  for  the  grossest  vituperation 
of  the  ciiizens  of  New  York,  by  the  public  journals 
of  our  sister  states,  and  abroad  it  has  been  quoted  \ 
by  the  enemies  of  repnblicnn  institutions,  as  evi- 
dence of  the  corrupting  tendency  of  such  institu-  ' 
tions,  and  the  degeneracy  of  the  people  who  live  j 
under  them. 

Sir,  I  regard  all  this  part  of  the  message  as  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  executive  communi- 
cation; as  conveying  a  severe  and  unmerited  iinpii-  | 
tation  upon  the  political  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  citizens  of  mv  slate,  which  ought  not  to  re- 
main upon  the  public  records  of  the  country.  As 
we  are  eiigaged,  this  morning,  in  the  business  of 
jiurifying  those  records,  1  am  willing  tliat  the  pre- 
sident should,  if  he  pleases,  take  back  that  part  of 
the  annual  message  of  which  [  complain,  along 
with  the  portion  of  his  recent  message  which  he 
has  asked  permission  to  withdraw;  and,  if  my  j 
amendment  prevails,  he  will  have  leave  to  do  so.      I 

[The  Speaker.  Such  an  amendment  will  not  be  | 
in  order.  It  is  not  connecled  with  the  subject  now 
before  the  house.  It  may  he  in  order  as  an  origin- 
al proposition,  when  the  house  is  again  in  commit- 
tee of  Ihe  whole  on  the  annual  message.] 

lam  aware  of  that,  sir.  (said  Mr.  S.)  but  the  dif- 
ficult}' is,  the  house  will  not  again  be  in  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  that  message.  I  must,  there- 
fore, avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  show 
cause  why  tlie  character  of  iny  constilnenls  should 
not  be  impaired  by  the  grave  charges  made  against 
them  by  the  federal  head  of  the  nation,  or  that  op 
porlunity  will  be  gone.  And  I  propose  now  to  de- 
monstrate lo  the  house  and  the  country,  that  all 
charges  and  insinuations,  from  whatever  quarter 
they  may  come,  that  the  recent  political  revolution 
in  the  state  of  New  York  w.is  Ihe  result  of  bank  in- 
fluence, or  that  the  free-thinking  and  independent 
men  hy  who;n  that  revolution  whs  wrought  out  are 
capable  of  surrendering  their  jinlgments  and  con- 
sciences to  such  influence,  are  not  only  destitute  of 
any  foundation  in  fact,  but  that  they  are  wholly  im- 
possible to  be  true. 

[The  Speaker.  That  discussion  will  not  be  in 
or  ler,  and  cannot  be  permitted.] 

Mr.  Sible:/.  I  shall,  of  course,  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  chair,  and  subinit,  with  great  defer- 
ence, to  the  decision.  I  had  lioped,  indeed,  that 
when  the  chief  magistrate  of  Ihe  nation  comes  into 
this  house  and  presents  a  bill  of  indictment  against 
the  people  of  a  state,  the  representatives  01  that 
people  (who  are  not  here  to  answer  lor  themselves) 
might  at  lea^t  be  allowed  the  poor  privilege  of 
pleading  not  c;uilty.  But  I  will  say  no  more  upon 
the  unwelcome  topic,  and  pass  to  some  considera- 
tions more  immediately  connected  with  the  subject 
actually  befose  us. 


The  message  of  the  president  of  the  1  Ith  instant,  •  mcnt  into  a  receptacle  for  disgusting  libels  upon  the 
Mr.  S.  further  remarked,  when  looked  at  in  con-  people  ol  the  country  whose  servant  lie  is.  That 
nexlon  with  that  which  he  has  sent  us  this  morn-  i  these  Ibreigneis,  new  landed  upon  our  shores, 
ing,  presents  a  novel  spectacle  in  the  history  of  should,  "after  eating  from  our  basket  and  drinking 
executive  and  legislative  inlercommunication.  Let  from  our  cup,"  turn  upon  us,  and  'pour  the  smse^ 
us  contemplate  it  lor  a  moment.  |  less  libels  upon  a  people  at  whose  fireside.s  they 

On  the  3llth  iilt.  we  adopted  a  resolution  respect- ,  were  warmed,"  is  quite  enough  lo  task  the  forbear- 
fully  requesting  the  president  to  communicate  to  ,  ance  of  a  generous  and  hospitable  nation;  but  that 
this  house  "copits  of  all  correspondence  and  com-    the  high   oflicers  of  this   government  should  lend 


niunicalions  which  have  passed  between  this  and 
any  foreign  govt-rtiinent,  and  the  otficers  or  agents 
thereof,  relating  lo  the  introduction  of  foreign  pau- 
pers into  the  United  States;" and  "also,  what  steps, 
if  any,  have  been  taken  lo  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  paupers  into  the  United  Slates." 

On  the  lull  instant,  the  president  transmits  to 
us  a  message,  with  accompanying  documents, 
which  heinlorms  ns  are  in  answer  to  our  resolution. 
As  soon  as  these  documents  are  printed,  it  is  disco- 
vered that  by  far  the  longest  of  them,  and  compris- 
ing more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  entire  commu- 
ation,  consists  of  an  article  having  notliing  lo  do 


themselves  lo  the  work  of  rescuing  from  oblivion, 
and  placing  upon  lasting  record — that  they  should 
make  our  public  archives  the  depositories  of  these 
stale  slanders,  Iroui  whence  they  may  be  drawn 
forth  under  all  the  sanctions  of  official  approbation, 
to  be  turned  against  the  characters  of  the  living  or 
the  memories  of  the  dead,  is  such  perversion  of  of- 
ficial responsibilty  as  ought  not  to  pass  without 
aiiimadveision. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  citizens  of  my  own  state  seem 
of  late  to  have  become  the  peculiar  objects  of  exe- 
cutive assault.  At  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion,  their  representatives   were  compelled  to  sit 


with  the  subject  of  inquiry,  extracted  from  a  par-  i  here  and  listen  to  the  grave  charge  preferred  by  the 
tisan  newspaper  edited  by  a  foreigner  in  the  city  of  president  in  his  annual  message;  but  a  few  days  ago. 
New  York,  and  containing  little  else  than  the  most  and  it  was  deliberately  and  solemnly  declared  on 
scurrilous  and  loathsome  attacks  upon  the  private  I  this  floor,  in  the  face  of  the  assembled  rcpresenta- 
and  public  character  of  the  mayor  and  members  of  |  tives  of  the  nation,  that  our  principal  city  had  been, 
the  coipmon  council  of  that  city.  I  from    the   commencement   of  the   government   to 

As  soon  as  this  outrage  falls  under  the  notice  of  I  withiti  a  few  months  past,  the  victim  of  the  unjust 
my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Hotfman,)  he  calls  and  oppressive  legislation  of  that  state  as  well  as  of 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  subji  ct,  and  pro. '  this  government;  and  now,  sir,  a  portion  of  our  ci- 
poscs  a  resolution  discharging  the  select  committee  J  tizens  are  attacked  with  foreign  arms  wielded  with 
from  Ihe  further  consideration  of  the  libellous  ell'ii-  all  the  force  and  dexterity  of  the  secretary  ol  the 
sions  of  the  "Truth-Teller,"  and  returning  the  of- 1  treasury.  Sir,  if  the  federal  government  must  war 
fensive  matter  to  the  president.  This  movement  ^  against  the  people  of  the  states,  I  cannot  but  regret 
of  my  colleague  doubtless  attracted  the  attention  of ,  that  ils  pugnacious  favors  are  not  a  little  more  ge- 
ttie  president  for  the  first  time  to  the  exceptionable  ,  nerally  distributed. 

character  of  that  part  of  bis  mes.sage,  and  he  in-  New  York,  it  seems,  is  to  be  assailed  not  only  by 
forms  us  this  morning,  with  great  propriety,  and  in  imputations  upon  her  political  integrity  and  inde- 
a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory,  so  far  as  he  is  con-  |  pendence,  but  also  upon  the  private  characters  of 
cerned,  that  the  extracts  from  the  '■Truth-Teller"  her  citizens.  And  more  than  all,  her  whole  career 
"are  of  a  character  which  would,  if  attention  had  of  legislations — ay,  of  democratic  legislation — from 
been  directed  to  them,  have  prevented  the  trans- 1  the  very  origin  of  the  government  down  to  the  late 
mission  to  the  bouse,  and  he  requests  permission  to  '  'ree  banking  law.  Is  boldly  denouncd  as  character- 
withdraw  them."  I  ized  through  all  its  course  by  injustice  and  oppres. 

Along  with  this  last  message,  the  president  has  sion  towards  a  portion  of  her  population,  whose 
sent  us  a  communication  froui  the  secretary  of  the  ;  rights  and  interists  were  committed  to  her  care, 
treasury,  in  which  he  attempts  to  excuse  lliis  inva-  j  whom  she  was  bound,  by  every  consideration 
sion  of  oiir  privileges,  and  perversion  of  his  official  [  of  honor  and  duly,  to  cherish  and  protect,  but 
position,  in  sending  here  this  iinpeitineiit  and  scan-    of  w  horn   it  is  alleged  she  has  made  a  victim  and  a 


dalous  matter.  And  what  is  his  explanation?  Hi 
d.oes  not  tell  us,  indeed,  that  he  has  never  read  these 
newspaper  extracts.  But  he  says  that,  "without  a 
critical  examination,  they  were  placed  on  file  with 
the  clerk  ha\  ing  particular  chartre  of  that  business;" 
that  they  were  sent  to  the  president  in  the  pressure 
of  business  without  noticing  the  personal  character 
of  the  remarks,  "and  which,  had  they  been  ob- 
served at  the  time,  would  not  have  been  communi- 
cated." 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  satisfied   with  this  excuse  of 
the  secretary.     It  does  not  go  far  enough  back.     It 


sacrifice.  The  language  employed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng)  in  debate  the  other  day,  was  this:  "New 
York  has  been,/ro»i  the  commencement  of  our  go- 
vernment, the  victim  of  unjust  and  oppressive  legisla- 
tion, state  and  national." 

Now,  sir.  this  is  a  gra  e  and  serious  charge.  It 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  made;  for  if  true,  and  where- 
ver it  is  believed,  it  ought  to,  and  it  will,  disgrace 
the  government  and  people  of  that  state  in  the  eyes 
of  the  civilized  world — if  true,  it  would  justify  re- 
volt and  rebellion  by  the  people  of  that  city.   But  sir. 


does  not  explain  the  extraordinary  fact  that  such  :  it  is  not  true.  The  legislation  ol  the  ntate  of  New 
matter  shoiihl  have  found  its  way  to  a  place  on  the  |  York,  toward  that  noble  city,  has,  at  all  times,  been 
files   of  the    treasury    department.     How    came   it  j  liberal  and  just. 

there  at  all.'  It  is  because  the  clerk  drew  it  from  [The  Speaker.  The  words  upon  which  the  gen- 
the  files  that  our  documents  have  been  polluted  [  tleinan  from  New  York  is  now  commenting  were 
with  such  foul  stntf.  It  is  because  it  was  there  that '  spoken  iii  debate  upon  another  subject,  and  cannot 
the  president  has  been  made  the  unw  illing  instru-  j  be  replied  to  in  this  debate.] 

ment  of  transmitting  it  to  this  house.  Did  it  find  Mr.  S.  proceeded.  I  am  aware  that,  in  this  res- 
its way  there  without  such  examinalirn,  "critical"  pect,  I  was  trespassing  somewhat  upon  the  strict 
or  otherwise,  as  made  the  serretaij  acquainted  with  rules  of  debate.  My  object  is  answered,  however, 
ils  true  character?  This  is  impossible;  for  no  per- 1  by  calling  attention  to  what  I  regard  as  a  most  un- 
son  can  glance  at  the  very  caption  of  the  article,  or;  founded  charge  upon  those  who  have  so  long  held 
scarcely  at  any  line  of  it,  without  discovering  its  a  controlling  influence  in  the  legislation  of  rny 
true  nature.  slate,  and   upon  those  who  have,  in  all  past  time, 

I  had  supposed,  sir,  that  nothing  was  fit  for  a  occupied  seats  in  her  legislative  halls, 
place  upon  the  files  or  records  of  our  execiiti\e  de-  I  will  conclude  by  assuring  gentlemen,  that  if 
partments  which  was  not  also  fit  for  the  public  eye; ,  the  people  of  the  state  ol  New  York,  in  their  indi- 
anil  that  every  thing  which  might  properly  be  de-  I  vidual  or  representative  character,  are  to  be  made 
posited  there  might,  at  any  time,  be  drawn  from  ,  the  targets  for  the  bolts  of  executive  vengeance, 
thence,  and  presented  to  this  house,  and  to  the  na-  ,  and  if  this  city  and  this  hall  are  to  become  the  van- 
tion,  without  any  violation  of  dignity  or  decency.  1  tage  ground  from  which  those  bolts  are  to  be  dis- 
Biit  it  seems  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  ]  ci.arged  they  will  find  New  York  buckling  on  her 
contrived  to  accumulate  upon  his  files  such  matter  armor  also;  and  I  greatly  mistake  the  character  of 
as,  having  accidentally  found  the  light,  he  is  asham-  I  the  state  if  there  will  not  be  found  amongst  all  her 
ed  of,  the  president  is  ashamed  of.  we  are  ashamed  j  sons,  without  distiction  of  party,  sufficient  state 
of;  and  all  are  anxious  to  hirrrv  it  back  into  the  spe-  ,  pride  and  self-respect  to  repel  these  unfounded  and 
cial  care  and  keeping  of  the  "financial  head"  of  i  undeserved  assaults, 
the  government.  i      Mr.  Crarij  inoved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  were  told  this  morning  by  the  ,  Mr.  Reed  was  very  anxious  to  say  a  word  or  two 
honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire  ( Mr.  and  Mr.  Crary  agreed,  at  his  request,  to  withdraw 
Atherton)  that  if  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  ihe  motion,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Heed  would  re- 
distinguished  for  any  thing,  it  was  for  untiring  as-    new  it. 

sidiiity  in  discharging  the  laborious  duties  of  his  |  Mr.  Reed  promised  to  do  so.  He  wanted  to  call 
office.  Whatever  eminence,  sir,  that  high  func- j  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  suggestion  in  regard 
tionary  may  attain  by  patient  toil  and  plodding  in- 1  to  the  clerk.  He  wished  to  propound  lo  the  chair 
dnstry,  he  will  be  yet  more  distinguished,  I  appre- j  the  inquiry  whether  the  clerk  was  authorized  to 
bend  in  the  future  history  of  this  country,  as  hav-  j  withhold  any  portion  of  the  documents  which  had 
ing  been  the  first  head  of  an  executive  department  1  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house  from  taking  its 
who  converted  the  public  archives  of  the  govern- 1  place  upon  the  printed  archives  of  this  body? 


>Kji.fi:j   a,  laoo- — UHiOAllL, — urrriiNBivi!;   FAl'iliKS. 


The  Chair  explained,  and  said  that  that  was  a 
matter  withiti  the  power  of  the  house.  The  clerk 
would  be  subject  to  its  direction.  He  had  suppos- 
that  no  objection  could  be  made,  and  that  it  would 
be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Heed  insisted  that  the  documents  must  be 
published  and  bound  up  with  the  rest. 

This  was  the  regular  course.  Besides,  if  these  do- 
cuments should  be  withdrawn,  the  message  o(  the 
president,  received  this  morning,  would  be  unintelli- 
gible to  those  who  should  come  after  them,  as  there 
would  appear  nothing  on  the  record  to  which  it  re- 
ferred. Mr.  R.  wished  to  avoid  an  evil  which  he 
should  consider  even  greater  than  this,  and  that  was 
an  expunge.  He  then,  according  to  promise,  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Harlan  was  anxious  to  speak,  but  Mr. 
Crary  refused  leave  for  Mr.  Reed  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  the  house— ayes  102, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  was  put  and  carried. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambereleng  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harlan,  ofKy.  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  and  it  was  divided  as  of  right. 

Tlie  question  on  laying  upon  the  table  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  the  printing, 

Mr.  Harlan,  alter  thanking  Mr.  Crary  for  his 
courtesy  said  that  his  object  had  been  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Athertoii)  in  defence 
of  the  secretary.  That  gentleman  might  be  called, 
indeed,  the  advocate  general  of  that  blundering 
officer.     He  wished  to  atate  that  the  Truth  Teller— 

The  Chair  observed  that  this  was  not  in  order  on 
the  question  to  print. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  to  give  reasons  why  these 
documents  should  not  be  printed.  This  certainly 
was  in  order. 

The  C/(«!;' assented. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  say  that  this  paper  called  the 
Truth  Teller  was  published  in  the  city  of  New  York 
by  an  alien  editor,  and  was  notorious  for  its  strains 
of  low  abuse  on  respectable  men.  The  number  of 
that  paper  which  had  been  sent  here  bore  on  its 
margin,  in  the  proper  handwritine:  of  Mr.  Secretar;/ 
Woodbury,  a  direction  to  the  clirk  to  place  that  paper 
on  file  among  the  papers  relating  to  the  introduction 
of  foreign  paupers.  Where  now  was  the  gentle- 
man's excuse  that  this  had  never  been  seen  by  the 
secretary,  but  had  gone  on  the  files  in  the  ordinary 
routine  nf  busiiies^;  The  secretary  must  have 
read  and  examined  the  paper,  and  tlien  wrote  that 
direction  on  its  margin. 

Mr.  H.  had  one  excuse  for  both  the  president 
and  his  officer.  Ever  since  the  news  of  the  demo- 
cratic reaction  throiighont  the  country,  the  action 
of  the  secretary  had  been  one  series  of  blundering 
from  day  to  day. 

Mt.  Craij  said  that  anticipating  what  would  be 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  Irom  ICentucky, 
(Mr.  Harlan,)  he  had  refused  to  withdraw  his  call 
for  the  previous  question.  Had  he  supposed  lliey 
would  have  been  of  a  character  similar  to  those  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams)  he  should  have  withdrawn  the  mo- 
tion with  pleasure.  He  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  for  demonstrating  just 
what  Mr.  C.  thought  he  would  demonstrate. 

The  printing  was  then  ordered;  and  tlie  house 
passed  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

The  following  are  the  articles  from  the  "Truth- 
Teller,"  which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  gave  rise  to  the  above  dis- 
cussion : 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth  Teller  of  June  24,  1S37. 

ALIEN    PASSENGERS — THE    NEW     CO.MMON     COUN- 
CIL— D\STAP.DLY     CONDUCT. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  leading  aristocrats  of 
the  present  common  council,  particularly  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  is,  beyond  any  thing  we  ever 
heretofore  witnessed,  ungenerous,  ungentlemanly, 
and  unjust — a  course  which  only  escapes  the  indig- 
nation of  a  few,  to  meet  with  the  unqualified  con- 
tetnpt  of  the  many.  The  aristocrats,  unused  to 
power,  but  now  possessing,  unfortunately,  an  ex- 
cess of  it,  act  like  men  ordinardy  temperate,  who 
have  for  once  engaged  in  a  debauch  anti  indulged 
too  freely  with  liquor.  Their  demeanor  is  marked 
by  a  coarse  and  unfeeling  recklessness  towards  the 
minority,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  pitiful; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  they  have  been  chosen  to 
represent  the  aristocratic  party,  which  includes  in 
its  numbers  men  of  talent,  and  eihication,  and  de- 
cency, we  are  forced  to  wonder  why  such  obscure, 
and,  in  some  cases,  illiterate  individuals,  have  been 
elevated  over  men  who,  however  fixed  and  unalter- 


able in  their  political  opinions,  would  yet  never 
cast  aside  all  regard  for  gentlemanly  deportment 
and  generous  and  liberal  sentiments,  to  degrade 
their  minds  and  souls  by  worshipping  the  idol  of 
prejudice,  and  listlessly  succumbing  to  the  basest 
commands  of  the  fiercest  political  bigots.  Yet  the 
aristocrats,  guided  by  the  same  readiness  to  sacri- 
fice principle  and  obtain  power  which  urged  them 
to  uphold  the  famous  Gulick,  elected  the  obscure 
Mr.  Clark  to  the  mayoralty,  and  returned  to  the 
common  council,  inter  alios,  George  W.  Bruen,  esq., 
the  nondescript  politician;  Itiatthew  C.  Patterson, 
esq.,  a  lawyer  of  very  limited  capacity,  and  of 
mushroom  poi]u!arity,even  amongst  ins  own  friends; 
and  Mr.  I.  T.  Merritt,  the  cheap  grocer,  and,  par 
excellence,  leader  of  the  native  American  party, Mci? 
Dr.  Pans  M.  Davis,  now  ruralizing  at  Blackwell's 
island.  Mr.  Bruen  is,  without  exception,  the  most 
bitter,  malignant,  and  narrow-minded  politician 
known  to  this  city;  Mr.  Patterson  seems  to  be  em- 
ulating his  example  with  vanity  that  knows  no 
bounds;  and  Mr.  Merritt,  like  the  frog  in  the  fable, 
swells  himself  to  bursting  in  the  attempt  to  attract 
attention,  and  to  attain  importance  to  which  he  has 
no  claim  whatever. 

We  propose  to  make  our  readers  acquainted  with 
the  conduct  of  this  triumvirate  at  a  meeting  of  the 
board  on  Monday  last.  The  special  committee  on 
the  subject  of  "alien  passengers,"  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bruen  and  Whitehead,  (the  latter  of  whom 
is  so  notorious  for  his  flagrant  breach  of  faith  with 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Hiker,  the  late  chief  engineer,) 
made  a  report,  in  which,  after  sundry  observations 
about  "the  authorities  of  Jersey,"  &c.,  they  re- 
commended the  adoption  of  tlie  following  resolution: 
"Hcsolced,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  alms- 
house be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  if  in 
their  judgments  they  see  fit,  to  contract  for  the 
transhipment  back  to  their  own  country,  with  their 
consul,  of  such  alien  paupers  as  may  now  be,  or 
are  like  to  become,  a  public  charge  at  the  estab- 
lishment at  Bellevue  or  elsewhere,  ujion  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  think  will  best  promote 
the  public  interest,  and  at  the  same  lime  shall  prove 
no  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  humanity." 

When  this  resolution,  so  pers|>icuous,  lucid,  and 
correct  in  language,  was  olfered,  it  elicited  severe 
comment.?  from  alderman  Brady,  who  is  ever 
watchful  to  protect  all  classes  of  citizens  from  un- 
merited insult,  and  whose  sentiments  are  always  of 
the  most  philanthropic  and  liberal  character.  He 
animadverted  in  strong  terms  on  the  injustice  of 
stigmatizing  as  "paupers"  all  those  who  come  here 
from  Europe;  mentioning  the  fact  that  one  gentle- 
man who  landed  a  day  or  two  since,  had  thousands 
of  guineas  in  his  possession,  and,  so  far  from  being 
a  "pauper,"  was  a  man  of  wealth.  When  Mr. 
Brady  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  cacoethcs  to- 
que ndi  took  possession  of  Mr.  Merritt,  and  oH' he 
started  on  a  crusade  against  the  English  language, 
plain  truth,  and  common  decency — his  success  in 
which  must  have  filled  his  fellow-aristocrats  with 
envy.  He  said  he  was  desirous  all  emigrants  should 
be  sent  back  to  their  native  land,  and  he  considered 
alderman  Brady  "very  uncharitable"  for  wishing 
otherwise.  Having  delivered  himself  of  his 
"speech,"  he  resumed  his  seat,  and  was  then  doom- 
ed to  find  his  own  insignificance  and  inconsistency 
exposed  by  the  individual  whom  he  had  underlak-  ' 
en  to  meet  in  argument.  Mr.  Brndy,  by  a  uentle: 
inuendo,  conveying  the  suggestion  that  Irishmen 
are  not  ungrateful,  reprehended  Mr.  Meriitt,  who. 
by  selling  groceries  of  a  certain  kind,  at  a  certain 
rale,  has  won  that  little  advance  in  which  he  now  I 
glories.  His  customers  have  chiefly  consisted  of] 
Irish  families,  and  he  always  spoke  well  of  them 
(as  Mr.  Brady  declared)  until  he  discovered  that 
the  enlightened  patriots  of  the  thirteenth  ward  re- 
quired the  exercise  of  his  splendid  talents  in  our 
city  legislature. 

But  the  harmless  chatt.'>ring  of  alderman  Merritt 
deserves  little  notice,  while  the  fierce  language  and 
sweeping  charges  of  Mr.  Bruen  are  before  us. — 
Mr.  Bruen  attacked  Alderman  Brady,  the  alien 
passengers,  and  adopted  citizens,  with  the  utmost 
fury;  uttering  statements  which  certainly  require 
attention.  He  declared  that  "he  knew  that  three 
thousand  votes  were,  in  1834,  fabricated  on  the 
oath  of  a  single  convict;"  and  repeated  this  slale- 
ment,  only  omitting  that  the  fabrication  of  the 
votes  was  not  on  the  oath  of  one  person.  We  are 
glad  Mr.  Bruen  made  this  statement,  because  it  af- 
fords us  the  means  of  showing  how  corrupt  and 
dangerous  he  is,  how  i;nmindful  of  his  duty  as  a 
citizen,  or  how  totally  destitute  of  veracity.  He 
stales  that  he  knows  personally  that  three  thousand 
individuals  were  illegally  naturalized  in  1834,  in 
this  city.  If  this  be  true,  why  did  not  Mr.  Bruen, 
at  the  time  the  votes  were  "fabricated" — why  does 
he  not  now — institute  a  criminal  prosecution  against 
the  illegal  voters,  and  the  person  or  persons  whoi 


are  alleged  to  have  perjured  themselves  when  the 
votes  were  "fabricated,"  or  against  some  of  tlie  of- 
fenders? How  great  is  his  presumptions  in  calling 
himself  a  good  citizen,  and  afriend  to  his  own  coun- 
try, and  an  upholder  of  "the  constitution  and  the 
laws,"  when,  according  to  his  own  statement,  he 
he  knew  in  1834  of  the  commission  of  three  thous- 
and perjuries,  and  took  no  steps  w  hatever  to  have 
the  perjurers  arresteil!  Is  this  upholding  the  laws? 
Is  this  preventing  crime  and  infamy?  Is  this  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  citizens?  We  will  explain  the 
reason  why  Mr.  Bruen  did  dot  endeavor  to  expose 
the  perjuries  he  speaks  of — they  were  never  com- 
mitted. It  is  utterly  impossible  that  Mr.  Bruen's 
statement  can  be  true,  unless  the  clerk  of  the  court 
in  which  the  three  thousand  aliens  were  illegally 
naturalized  violated  liis  oath  and  the  lawof  theland? 
and  if  he  did  so,  Mr.  Bruen  can  easily  detect  and 
prove  his  guilt,  and  have  him  punished.  We  beg 
our  readers  to  recollect  this,  and  to  be  careful  in 
perusing  the  following  .proofs  of  the  statement  we 
have  just  made. 

The  laws  of  the  United  Ststes  provide  that,  in 
ordt-r  to  entitle  an  alit  n  to  become  a  citizen  of"  the 
United  States,  he  must,  have  declared  on  oath  or 
affirmalion  before  some  court  of  record,  having  a 
seal  and  a  clerk,  and  possessed  of  common  law  ju- 
risdiction, or  before  a  circuit  or  district  court  of  "the 
United  States,  or  before  a  clerk  of  either  ol  the  said 
courts,  at  least  two  years  before  his  admission,  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  and  to  renounce  al- 
legiance to  any  foreign  government.  When  an 
alien  declares  his  intentions,  he  is  liirnished  with  a 
certificate  of  the  fact  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  where 
the  declaratioii  is  made;  which  certificate  must  be, 
and  always  is,  impressed  with  the  seal  of  such 
court.  When  he  applies  for  admission  as  a  citizen 
he  must  proiluce  tiiis  certificate,  or  another  or  pre- 
cisely the  same  kind,  unless  the  declaration  waj 
made  in  the  same  court  in  which  he  applies  for  ad- 
mission; in  which  case,  the  clerk,  by  referring  to 
the  records,  can  always  ascertain  if  the  declaration 
were  duly  made.  The  production  of  this  certificate 
under  seal,  or  finding  the  decfiration  in  the  records 
of  the  court  admitting  the  citizens,  is  in  all  cases 
indispensable  to  the  admission  of  the  alien,  unless 
he  proves  that  he  has  continued  to  reside  here  since 
ISIh  June,  1812,  or  that  he  arrived  in  this  country 
under  18  years  of  age,  and  resided  here  five  years, 
including  the  three  years  preceding  his  attainment 
of  mijnrity.  Unless  this  be  proven,  each  alien  wfio 
seeks  to  obtain  admission  as  a  citizen  illegally  must 
perjuie  himself,  procure  another  person  to  do  the 
same,  forge  such  a  certificate  as  is  above  mentioned, 
and  counterfeit  the  handwriting  of  the  clerk,  and 
the  seal  of  the  court  from  which  the  spuiious  cer- 
tificate would  purport  to  emanate. 

This  ]iioves  that  Mr.  Bruen's  statement  cannot 
possibly  be  true.  But  in  every  point  of  view  it  is 
so  absu  I  d.and  so  preposterous,  that  no  man  in  his  sen- 
ses can  believe  it.  We  defy  him  to  siibstanti.ate  his 
assertion  by  any  reasonable  or  creditable  testimony. 
He  might  as  well  endeavor  to  show  that  the  moon 
is  an  icicle,  or  that  alderman  Merritt  is  a  gentleman. 
When  Mr.  Bruen  made  the  gross  charge  which 
we  have  confuted,  alderman  Ini'raham,  whose  cool- 
ness, and  eloquence,  and  good  judgment,  make  him 
so  formidable  an  anla»cmist  to  the  aristocrats,  ex- 
posed the  fallacy  and  injustice  of  Mr.  Bruen's 
statement  with  much  force  of  argument.  This 
aroused  the  ire  of  Mr  Bruen,  and  he  attained  the 
climax  of  demented  folly  by  saying  that  this  coun- 
try belongs  to  the  Americans — that  ''if  Irishmen 
assisted  in  obtaining  our  independence,  they  have 
been  icell  paid  for  it;"  and  he  thanked  God  the 
power  of  adopted  citizens  was  at  an  end." 

Alderman  Patterson  was  foolish  enough  to  state 
that  his  party  did  not  exercise  proscription,  when 
he  might  just  as  rationally  have  denied  being  alive. 
He  challenged  alderman  Ingraham  to  prove  that 
adopted  citizens  have  been  proscribed.  This  is  the 
ne  plus  vlira  of  brazen  effrontery.  A  man  stands 
by  the  stake  on  which  he  has  seen  hundreds  of  in- 
dividuals suffer  martyrdom  for  ojiinion's  sake,  and 
exclaims,  "  No  one  has  siiflerred  (or  his  belief;  this 
stake,  these  bones,  and  this  scalhed  ground,  are 
the  evidences  of  the  existence  of  civil  and  ;eligious 
freedom."  An  incendiary  stands  on  the  smoiilder- 
iiig  ruins  of  the  buildings  he  has  destroyed,  and  pro- 
claims that  the  buildings  have  not  been  consumed. 
We  have  pursued  this  subject  so  far  that  \^•e  must 
leave  it  for  the  present,  merely  observing  that  the 
resolution  we  have  copied  passed,  with  a  proriso 
that  no  alien  passenger  be  sent  back  to  Europe 
without  his  own  consent.  We  will  comment  freely 
on  this  measure  next  week. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth   Teller  of  June  21,  1837. 
To  .^aron  Clark,  esq. 

Sin:   In  the  letter  I  addressed  to  you  last  week, 
I  pointed  out  to  you  the  infarcous  notoriety  which 


ir- 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  9,  1838— CONGRESS.^" 


~Msr 


mist  aitich  to  yoiir  iir\inc  (Vom  the  dociunpnt 
winch  yuu  have  put  lorth  in  nhiliDM  to  the  ciiii- 
granls  arrivin:^  at  tt.i9  port.  I  iliil  not  expect  that 
a  brjMil  would  have  been  fixed  upon  you  by  one  of 
your  ort'u  party,  in  relation  lo  this  matter;  but  I 
perceive  by  the  published  debates  of  the  coinuion 
council,  that  your  oivn  parlisan-i  have,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  your  t'elloiv-cilizens,  with  their  own  red 
hot  his.^inj  instruments  of  punishment,  left  the 
scar-mark  of  your  disgrace  broad  upon  your  fore- 
head. Aldennan  Bruen  has  told  the  country  that 
what  ;h»  m;iyor  stated,  in  relation  to  the  eniii;rauts 
was  not  true.  The  alderman  stated  that  he  h.id 
examined  tlie  passenjers.  and.  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, they  were  not  the  poor,  miserable,  and  de- 
fradfd  wretches  Mr.  CI  irk  had  rirpresenteil  them! 
V^iiaf,  sir,  must  be  your  feelings  now!  You  are 
despised  by  your  opponents;  you  are  contemned  by 
your  supporters.  Your  calumnies  have  been 
thrown  back  in  your  teeth  by  those  who  have 
placed  yoi  in  your  present  posiiion;  and  they  can- 
not, in  their  consciences,  sustain  one  whose  career 
has  thus  brou:;ht  upon  him  the  condemnation  ol 
every  liberal  mind.  I  am  not  disposed  to  deal  in 
vituperation.  Abuse  injuries  not  the  abused,  nor 
does  it  add  to  the  character  of  hiai  who  indulijes  in 
that  sp^'cies  of  attack.  The  arm  that  is  raised  to 
strike  at  you,  is  stayed  when  it  is  obscrveit  how 
low  ami  degraded  is'  the  object  upon  which  the 
blow  may  be  indicted.  The  reijret  that  must  enter 
into  the  minds  of  even  your  own  friends  must  be 
indeed  ^reat  when  they  behold  you  brinjin;  the 
petty  arts  and  practices  of  th'  ioltery-olfice  into  ' 
the  discharijp  of  the  duties  of  the  olfice  of  mayor  ' 
of  the  city  of  Xew  York.  T;iey  rnav  indeed  han; 
fheir  heads  with  shame,  when  they  read  a  document 
which  resembles  a  lottery  advertisement  in  more  i 
respects  than  one;  when  they  see  how  far  it  assim- 
ilates to  thai  species  of  wrilinij  in  its  pompous  die-  \ 
tion,  its  misrepresentations,  and.  above  all,  its 
studied  ellbrt  to  deceive  the  public  mind  and  to 
produce  erroneous  impressions,  ft  shows  evident- 
ly that  lh=  habits  of  life  cannot  he  thrown  aside  at 
once,  and  that  the  practices  with  which  they  are 
familiar  in  private,  are  apt  !o  mark  the  public  career 
of  man. 

You  have,  as  I  before  said,  been  branded  with 
havin^j  stated  that  which  was  not  warranted  by 
your  own  friends.  Let  me  ask  you  to  turn  to  the 
recorils  and  books  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
alms-house,  and  answer  some  questions  which  I 
will  put  to  you.  Yuiir  object,  evid  uitly,  in  wrilinir 
J'our  messa.;e,  was  to  produce  the  impression,  not 
only  that  the  passengers  arriving;  here  were  jiaii- 
pers,  but  that  the  number  arriving  this  year  was 
gre.iter  t!ian  at  any  other  previous  time.  Now,  sir, 
will  you  answer  whether  or  not  the  number  arriv- 
ing b.'t.veen  the  1st  of  March  and  the  1st  of  June, 
of  this  years,  was  not  less  by  s.jveral  thousands 
than  during  tlie  satne  perioil  oi"  time  of  the  preced- 
ing year?  "If  not  will  ynu  give  the  public  informa- 
tion on  that  point?  And  here,  sir,  let  me  lead  forth 
into  the  public  gize  one  who  feels  proud  of  bein:; 
harnessed  to  the  same  political  car  with  yourstlf. 
I  refer  to  one  who  has  biou^ht  in  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  immigration,  and  who  has  with  great 
adroitness,  endeavored  to  sustain  the  impressions 
which  your  message  was  calculated  to  produce. 
He,  sir,  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  ilesoendants  of  the 
"land  o'  cakes,"  and  yet  seems  eager  to  stigmatize 
as  paupers  the  friends,  and,  for  aught  the  public 
knoas,  the  relations  of  his  own  father.  Why,  sir, 
did  he  not  make  inquiry  into  this  subject  and  he 
would  have  found  tliat  the  passengers  arriving  from 
Aberdeen  were  in  possession  of  money  to  the 
amount  of  several  thoitsand  pounds.  Let  alderman 
Patterson  not  ride  this  hobby  of  Native  American- 
ism too  hard.  The  blood  of  old  Scotia,  transmitted 
from  his  sire,  flows  through  his  veins;  and  his 
cheek  ought  to  redden  with  shame  when  he  finds 
that  he  is  reiterating  the  slanders  of  some  of  those 
whoca[[iefrom  .\ova  Scutia,  and  whohave  beenset- 
tled  by  his  party  on  one  ofourcily  d  partments.  He 
ought  to  hesitate  b  'fore  he  heaps  conlumelv  on  the 
chrildren  of  the  land  of  Burns  and  of  Sott.  Let 
him,  as  an  honest  politician,  exan  ine  every  siibjec! 
fairly,  and  be  distinguished  above  his  associates,  by 
always  putting  the  saddle  on  the  ri?ht  horse.  He 
ouijht  to  have  more  pride  than  to  second  the  views 
of  such  men  as  are  the  leaders  of  the  Native  Amer- 
ican faction,  and  let  him  leave  that  work  to  Master 
Waller,  of  the  thirteenth  ward. 

To  return  to  your  honor.  You  have  suggested 
(hat  the  passengers  arriving  during  Ihe  present  sea- 
son are  in  a  most  wretched  condition  as  regards 
health.  Sir,  at  no  season  has  less  disease  been 
among  passenjers  than  at  the  present  time.  At 
other  |ieriods  we  have  had  more  passenjers,  more 
misery,  more  disease,  greater  expense  on  our  alms- 
house establishment  than  at  present,  and  yet  we 
have  no  noise.     It  was  not   deemed  necessary  for  ' 


I  political  purposes  that  our  ilemocraclic  couiinission- 
I  ers  should  make  tremendous  statements,  or  that  our 
democratic  mayor  should  deal  in  misrepresentatioii. 
It  was  lell  for  your  administration  to  enter  upon 
this  line  of  conduct,  which,  in  the  em),  will  b. 
I  found  not  only  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  city. 
I  but  deprive  it  of  a  revenue  which,  for  years,  has 
been  paid  into  your  Ireasuary.  You  will  find  pas- 
sengers arrivins;  at  other  ports,  and  making  their 
way  to  this  city,  in  spite  of  laws,  urdess  you  build 
a  Chinese  wall  around  us,  and,  moreover,  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  amount  heretofore  rcceiveil  fiom  commu- 
tation-money ( in  some  yeais  amounting;  to  nearly 
forty  thousand  dollars)  will  be  wholly  withdrawn 
from  the  public  Ireasuary.  You  will,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  your  career,  prove  that  you  have  been  as 
incompetent  for  the  discharge  of  the  duliis  of  your 
station,  from  your  ignorance  and  want  of  judgment 
as  you  have  alreadv<lisplayed  yourself  unworthy  of 
it  by  your  illiberality,  inhumanity,  and  want  of  re- 
garJl  ior  the  feelings  of  your  fellow. men. 

It  is  with  feelings  ol  any  nature  but  those  of  a 
pleasant  character  that  t  address  you.  Il  is  indeed 
hiimiliatins  to  attempt  to  castigate  one  whose  arm- 
.adillo  hide  is  impervious  to  the  lash.  Surrounded 
as  you  are  by  a  fcetid  political  atmosphere,  where 
malignity,  falsehood,  and  slander  alone  can  exist, 
it  is  with  but  little  hope  of  relbrmin;  your  conduct 
that  I  indite  these  letters.  Your  course  of  conduct, 
breif  as  it  is,  is  blackened  sufficienlly  to  excite  the 
disgust  of  every  candid  man;  and  you  may  rest  as- 
sured, however  those  aroumi  you  may,  from  inter- 
ested motives,  make  you  believe  that  you  are 
growing  popular,  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  intelligence 
and  liberality  abroad,  which  silently  but  powerfully 
is  advancing,  and  will  never  rest  until  it  has  con- 
signed you  to  that  retirement  from  which  it  had 
been  better,  both  for  your  own  character  and  that 
of  our  city,  you  never  had  been  called. 

Patrick  Henry. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSIO.N SEN.VTE. 

June  1.  After  some  busiuess  of  minor  impor- 
tatice  had  been  disposed  of. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consid;-r  the  bill  to  di- 
vide the  territory  ol  Wisconsin,  and  to  establish 
the  territorial  government  of  Iowa,  (west  of  the 
Mississippi.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Critlenilen,  the  term  of  service 
of  the  members  of  the  higher  branch  of  the  leyisla 
live  council  was  reduced  from  lour  to  two  years, 
and  of  the  lower  from  two  to  one. 

The  amendment  from  the  judiciary  committee, 
changing  the  term  of  the  judges  from  that  during 
good~behaviour,  to  fonr  years,  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  IVebitcr,  MorrU,  Grundy,  .■llleii.iiiiii  Sevier. 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the  requisition  of  the 
constflulion,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
should  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour, 
had  reference  to  the  States  considered  in  a  strict 
geographical  sense,  not  including  the  territories; 
and^that  in  a  new  country  an  opportuidty  would 
probably  soon  aiise  of  sfh'cting  better  men  for 
judges;'and  it  was  opiins.  d  by  Messrs.  Clai/.  ol 
Alalama,  NorvcH,  and  Prenliss,  on  the  ground  that 
the  expression  in  the  constitution,  "the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States."  meant  the  whole  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  general  government,  whether  in 
the  slates  or  the  territories,  geographically  con- 
sidered. 

The  committee's  amendment,  limiting  the  judi- 
cial tennre  of  oflice  to  four  years,  was  agreed  to. 

On  mo'ion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  all  h{]\vhile 
males  were  expressly  excluded  from  the  right  of 
sutlrage  under  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crillenden,  two  new  sections 
were  added  to  the  bill  reguliting  the  election,  See. 
of  the  members  of  the  legislative  council,  and 
making  temporary  provision  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
cial districts,  and  to  the  times  of  holding  the  courts. 

Some  minor  amendments  also  were  offered,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  itself  was  briefly  opposed  by  Messrs. 
King  and  Sevier;  and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Crillenden.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Bnchnnon;  the 
arguments  having  mainly  a  reference  to  the  size  of 
the  portion  of  the  proposed  territory  irdiahit.'d  by 
whiles,  (disputed,  from  50  bv  ISO  miles  to  flo  by 
300  miles.)  to  the  number  of  the  white  population, 
(from  25,000  to  .'id.OOO,)  and  to  the  comparative 
advantage';  of  protection  from  Indian  hostilities. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  without  a  division.  Subsequently  read  a 
third  time  and  passtd. 

Some  time  v^ns  spent  in  considering  the  bill 
making  approprintions  for  the  coirfletion  of  certain 
roads  in  Michigan;  but,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.    Ayes  19,  nays  14. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Troilu.  11..  hill  ui  i,oi-,uuze 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  Stalis  in  Ml^sis• 
sippi  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  he  engrossed 
ter  a  third  reading.  The  bill  to  confirm  certain 
preemption  claims  nnderthe  act  of  is.'i4  was  taken 
up,  opposed  by  Mr.  King,  advocated  by  Mr.  Trot- 
ter, and  laid  on  the  table  with  a  view  to  amend  it, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webaler,  so  as  lo  exempt 
Irom  its  operation  cases  of  litigated  claims.  On 
motion  of  ^lr.  Benton,  the  seriate  held  an  executive 
session.  Alter  which  the  bills  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  to-day  were,  by  consent,  severally  read  a 
third  time  ami  passed. 

The  senate  thin  (with  a  view  to  summer  ar- 
rangements ill  the  chamber)  adjourned  over  to 
Tuisday  next. 

June  5.  After  a  number  of  petitions  had  been 
presenlid  and  disjiosed  of 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  re- 
piuted  the  house  bill  referred  lo  them,  for  the  relief 
of  llie  hciis  of  Robert  Fulton,  without  amendment, 
staling  thai  two  of  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  amount  allowed  by  the  house  of 
representatives  was  justly  due  to  the  claimants; 
another  mfinbcr  thought  that  about  $'20,(I00  was 
due;  but  the  other  two  members  of  the  comiiiittee 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  whatever  was  due  lo 
the  claimants.  Mr.  11.  therefore  gave  notice  that, 
when  the  bill  should  come  up,  he  would  move  for 
its  inilefinite  jioslponement. 

Mr.  WUile,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  afliiirs, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent, tlie  communication  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  other  documenis,  in  favor  of  two  years'  further 
delay  in  removing  the  Cherokee  Indians,  of  further 
approproprialions  for  indemnities,  and  of  leaving 
the  management  of  their  removal,  as  far  as  ])racti- 
cable,  lo  the  Cherokees  themselves,  made  a  report, 
chielly  adverse  in  its  tenor  to  the  propositions  sub- 
mitted by  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  report  was  read;  and,  after  arguing  the  great 
dilficulty  olsubmilling  the  question  of  the  proposed 
two  years  delay  to  the  respective  legislatures  of  the 
states  conciriied,  recommend  that  the  removal 
should  he  ellected  as  soon  as  it  could  be  safely  and 
conveniently  done,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive; 
that  asiiflicient  sum  of  money  for  this,  and  for  Ihc 
purposi  s  of  indemnity,  shoulil  be  placed  at  the  dis. 
posalof  the  executive;  and  that  the  removal  should 
be  managed  by  government  aulhorities,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect both  them  ami  the  people  of  the  places  through 
which  they  might  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  weie  instructed  lo  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
emplnyment  of  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in 
the  general  post  oflice  department,  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  increase  of  labor  and  the  extension  of 
bu-iness. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  Ihe  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  directed  to  inform  the  senate  of  the 
amount  of  the  annual  expenditure  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  on  imports  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
discriminating  between  what  has  been  paid  for  ser- 
vices and  on  other  accounts. 

Mr.  ,Vo/(!s  ottered  a  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  that  congress  adjourn  on  Monday,  the 
2d  of  July,  lo  meet  on  Ihe  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next;  that  no  member  of  Congress  receive 
compensation  for  services  during  the  recess;  (and 
another  item  unheard.)  The  lollowing  bills  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed:  To  reorganize  Ihe 
United  St^ites  distiict  courts  in  Mississippi.  To 
author'ze  the  location  of  certain  pre-emption  certi- 
ficates in  Arkansas.  Makingdispositio:i  of  certain 
copies  of  the  Biennial  Register,  and  to  supply  the 
committees  of  congress  with  certain  books. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Lnon,  the  senate  took  up  Ihe 
hill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
certain  roads  in  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  the  bill  was  amended  by 
adopting  a  substitute,  granting  to  Michigan,  for  the 
piirpoje  contemplated,  five  per  cent,  of  Ihe  pro- 
ceeds of  Ihe  sales  of  the  [niblic  lands  in  Michigan, 
from  Jnne  2.'?il,  lS3o,  to  July  I,  1836,  on  the 
ground  that  during  that  time  Michigan  was  entitled 
to  have  been  a  slate  of  the  union;  one-filth  only  of 
Ihe  above  aninunt  lo  be  expended  during  Ihe  pre- 
sent year.  The  amount  of  this  one-fifth,  Mr.  Lyon 
slated,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Soiithaid,  was 
something  more  than  ,9100.000. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  hill,  so  modified,  was  ordered  lo  a 
third  reading  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama. Fulton.  Grundy.  Hubbard.  King.  Linn,  Lyon, 
McKean.  Monton.  Norvell.  Pierce,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier. Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright,  Young— 22. 
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NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Kniglit, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Alcrris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rngi;les,  Smith,  of 
Connectirut,  Siiiilli  of  Indiana,  Soutliard,  Spence, 
Stranje,  Swift,  White— 21. 

The  bill  making  ap))ropriations  for  the  preven- 
tion and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  183S, 
and  for  arrears  of  1S37,  was  received  from  the 
house,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  While  gave  notice  that  he  should  move,  early 
on  Friday  morning,  to  go  into  executive  business, 
will)  a  view  to  clear  the  docket  of  all  such  business 
that  called  for  the  action  of  the  senate  before  the 
final  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trotter,  We  bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain purchases  of  the  public  lands,  under  the  act  of 
the  19th  of  June,  1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  by 
exempting  cases  of  litigated  claims  Ironi  its  opera- 
tion, and,  so  modified,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  to  the  state  ol  Illinois,  was  taken  up, 
advocated  at  considerable  length  by  Mr.  roung-,  and 
0[ipo3ed  by  Mr. /tinff  and  Mr.  Southard,  chiefly  on 
the  ground  that  a  general  bill  on  the  subject  had 
been  passed  at  this  session,  doing  equal  justice  to 
all  the  states,  and  the  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  grant  a  township  of  land  tothe  French 
university  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  advocated 
by  Mr.  'Benton  and  Mr.  Sevier,  opposed  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS— Mes.srs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Ciithbert,  Davis, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Kean,  Merrick,  r>files.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Roane,  Rnggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Southard, 
Strange,  Wall,  White,  Williams— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Fnlton, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Webster,  Young— 13. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands 
permitttcd  to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  recev- 
ers  of  the  land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the 
tracts  had  been  offered  at  public  sale,  was  explained 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  Fulton,  ainendeil  by  a  sub- 
stitute orfcred  by  him,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
i'or  a  third  reading 

The  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Converse 
and  Henry  J.  Rees  was  discussed  at  much  length 
by  Messrs.  Merricic,  Niles,  Robinson,  and  Grundij, 
and  was  lost  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a 
third  reading:  Ayes  14,  noes  16. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
col.  Albert  Pawling  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Prentiss,  King,  Norvell  Tatlniadge,  White, 
Sevier,  Niks,  and  laid  on  the  table:  Yeas  20, 
nays  IS. 

The  senate  adjourned;  after  an  executive  .session. 

June  6.  On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  message 
from  the  president,  received  yesterday  during  the 
executive  session,  relating  to  Indian  atl'airs,  was 
referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trotter  and  Mr.  Moiiton  presented  petitions 
from  individuals.     Referred. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  special  committee  on  the 
establishment  of  a  new  territory  on  the  Columbia 
or  Oregon  river,  made  a  report  on  the  subject,  (the 
bill  having  been  reported  several  davs  ago;)  which 
report,  on  Mr.  L.'s  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported, witliont  amemlment,  the  bill  from  the  house 
referred  to  them  making  appropriatioris  for  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  Indian  hosfililies  for 
the  year  1838,  and  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  in 
1337;  Mr.  W.  giving  notice  that  he  would  ask  the 
senate  to  consider  it  at  an  early  hour  tomorrow 
morning. 

A  number  of  bills  were  reported  from  committees 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  which  will  be  no- 
ticed in  the  further  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  vote  of  the  senate 
rejecting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Con- 
verse and  Henry  J.  Rees,  was  considered,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  for  further  investigation. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  resolution,  which,  being 
objected  to,  lins  over  one  day,  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  copies  of  letters  from  gen. 
Scott,  and  other  documents  in  relation  to  certain 
charges  made  by  the  British  colonel  Maitland  and 
others  against  the  conduct  of  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  state  of  Michigan  in  the 
lalfe  frontier  troubles. 

Mr.  L.  accompanied  the  resolution  with  some  re- 
marks referring  especially  to  the  approbation  ex- 
pressed by  the  British  authorities,  by  capt.  Marryat 
and  others,  of  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline, and  to  the  recent  destruction  of  a  British 


steamboat,  which  Mr.  L.  considered  mainly  as  a  i  ciilar.  As  to  some  of  the  conditions,  or  limilalions, 
consequence  of  that  approbation.  His  desire  was  ,  stated  by  the  secretary,  it  is  (rue  that  they  are  iin- 
that  the  trutli  on  the  subject  might  be  fully  ascer-  I  posed  by  existing  statutes,  and  must  be  regarded; 
tained,  and  that  the  actual  otji^nders  might  be  such  as  that  the  bills  of  no  bankshould  be  received, 
biought  to  punishment.  |  which  bank,  since  June,  1836,  has  issued,  or  paid 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  3,000  extra  copies  of  i  out,  bills  less  than  five  dollars.    As  all  the  banks  in. 


the  documents  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
staling  the  rates  of  exchange  and  prices  of  bank 
notes,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a  copy  of  any  order  or  cir- 
cular issued  by  him  to  the  collectors  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  since  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  1st  of  June,  1838,  "relating  to 
the  public  revenues  and  dues  to  the  goverinent." 

Several  bills  were  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed:  The  bill  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of 
the  public  lands  under  the  act  of  June,  1834.  The 
bill  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads    in   Michi- 


soine  of  the  states,  and  nearly  all  in  others,  are  in 
this  predicament,  it  is  necessary,  undoubtedly,  that 
some  act  of  legislation  should  be  passed,  in  order 
to  make  the  recent  resolulion  of  any  practical  eliect 
in  those  states. 

There  are  other  parts  of  the  new  circular,  how- 
ever, of  which  I  do  not  see  the  necessity,  even  as 
the  case  now  stands. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  the  paper  should  be 
oflrcially  before  us,  as  undoubtedly  some  further 
legislation  will  be  necessary;  and  I  shall  myself 
propose  some  measure  on  the  subject  at  an  early 
day. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communication 
from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a 
senate  resolution  of  May  2d,  with  a  condensed  state 


gan.  And  the  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  ment  of  the  condition  ol  the  state  deposite  banks, 
public  lands  permitted  to  be  made  by  the  registers  derived  from  the  latest  returns,  together  with  the 
and  receivers  of  the  land  districts,  under  the  belief  I  returns  on  which  the  statement  was  founded.  Laid 
that  the  tract  had  been  offered  at  public  sale.  'on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  and  ordered  I      Several  bills  were  received  Irom  the  house,  read 
to  a  third  reading: 

The  senate  bill  to  authorize  John  E.  Metcalf  and 
others  to  locate  certain  pre-emption  claims  to  land 
in  Indiana. 

The  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  approved 
June  13,  1834. 

The  senate  bill  to  settle  the  construction  of  the 
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act 

army.     [Explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Benton.] 

The  senate  considered  the  bill  to  grant  to  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail  road  company, 
of  Indiana,  the  alternate  sections  of  the  putdic  land 
on  the  route  of  their  road,  on  condition  that  the 
company  should  carry  the  United  Slates  mail  lor 
twenty  years,  and  that  the  U.  S.  troops,  arms,  and 
munitions  of  war,  forever  free  of  expense. 

This  bill  was  at  much  length  explained  and  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Ti'/i/oii,  and  Smith,  .o!  Indiana, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Benton,  Nites,  and  Mien. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  with  a  view  to  make  way  for  a  sub- 
slitiite  for  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  all  but  the 
enacting  clause,  which  motion  prevailed:  Ayes  23, 
noes  11. 

Mr.  Tipton  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill, 
aulliorizing  the  company  to  enter  the  alternate  sec- 
tions, on  a  credit  oi'  six  years,  at  $'l  25,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  road  should  be  completed  in  that  time. 
That  the  company,  in  the  mean  time,  might  pur- 
chase any  of  the  remaining  land  at  the  government 
jirice;  that  in  case  of  failure  to  pay  for  the  land  at 
the  end  of  six  years,  it  should  revert  to  the  go- 
vernment; and  that  the  company  should,  at  all  times, 
transport  the  United  States  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  free  of  charge. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scrier,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other 
house  to  the  bill  to  create  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Preston,  Sevier 
Spence,  Str;.nge,  White— 6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Brown,  Cla.y,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ful 
ton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mer 
rick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nile.s,  Norvell,  Pierce.  Pren 
tiss,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift.  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trot 
ter.  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  Young— 33. 

The  senate  then  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  house. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

June  7.  After  a  number  of  petitions  had  been 
presented,  and  several  bills  reported,  that  will  be 
noticed  iri  their  procress,  the  resolution  oifered  on 
the  5th  instant  by  Mr.  Norris,  relative  to  the  ad- 
journment, was  taken  up,  and,  after  having  been 
explained  and  advocated  by  the  mover,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster's  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  call- 
ing on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a  copy  of 
such  Older  as  he  might  have  recently  issued  in  re- 
gard to  receiving  bank  notes,  coming  up  for  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Webster  said  a  treasury  order  had  been  pub- 
lished, which  it  was  proper  should  be  officiallj' 
communicated  to  the  senate.  When  speaking  on 
the  joint  resolution  which  lately  passed,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  I  observed  that  some  further  legal  provision 
would  be  necessary,  if  the  resolution  should  pass. 
1  This  expectation  is  quite  confirmed  by  thenevpcir- 


twice,  and  referred. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
other  house  to  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  lor  Wisconsin.  The  following  bills 
were  read  a  (bird  time,  and  parsed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Keyworth.  The  bill  to  authorize 
John  E.  Metcalf  and  others  to  locate  certain  pre- 
emption claims  to  land  in  Indiana.  The  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who 
were  deprived  of  the  benefit  ol  the  act  of  June, 
1S34,  granting  pre-emption  rights;  and  the  bill  to 
settle  the  construction  of  the  act  regulating  the  pay 
of  jjaymasters  in  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  co:isider  the  house  bill  making  appropiiations 
for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
lililii's  for  1838,  and  for  the  payment  of  arrearages 
in  1837. 

An  earnest  discussion  arose  on  this  bill,  (not  in 
opposition  toils  passage,)  in  which  Messrs.  IIV6- 
sler,  Wright,  Preston,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  lAimpldn, 
Strange,  Southard,  and  White  participated.  Some 
of  the  principal  topics  were  the  mannerof  conduct- 
ing the  Florida  war;  the  unparalleled  expense 
(about  $20,000,000)  which  had  been  incurred  du- 
ring its  continuance;  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the 
additional  time  and  expense  necessary  to  its  termi- 
nation; the  hasty  examinalion  into  the  conduct  of 
General  Scott,  on  a  letter  fiom  his  second  in  com- 
mand, as  contrasted  uilh  the  want  of  all  examina- 
tion into  the  management  of  las  accuser  and  suc- 
cessor; the  want  ol  full  and  satisfactory  informa- 
tion as  to  the  war;  the  late  alleged  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees;  the  supposed  intention  of  the  execu- 
tive (which  was  denied)  to  extend  the  time  of 
executing  the  treaty;  and  the  prospect  that  by  the 
prompt  and  skilful  conduct  of  general  Scott  such 
delay  would  not  be  necessary. 

The  bill,  without  amendment,  was  ordered  tea, 
third  reading,  by  the  followins  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clav,  of  Ala. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Culhbcrf,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Ruirgles,  S-vier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard.  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  While,  Williams, 
Wright.  Young— 40. 

The  bill  was  about  to  pass  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, when 

Mr.  Hudbard  slated  that  Mr.  Benton  had  ex- 
pressed to  him  a  desire  to  address  Ihe  senate  on  its 
third  reading;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  May  30.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisi- 
ana announced  that  the  agreeable  duty  had  been 
confided  to  him  of  apprizing  the  house  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi  had  affirmed  their  decision  of  No- 
vember last  in  favor  of  Messrs.  P.-entiss  and  Word, 
as  their  representatives  in  the  twenty-fifth  con- 
gress, and  that  those  gentlemen  were  now  in  at- 
tendance, ready  to  take  their  seats.  The  Chair. 
"The  members  elect  will  please  present  them- 
selves for  qualification."  Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word  came  to  the  table,  and  as  the  speaker  was 
about  to  administer  Ihe  oath,  Mr.  Prentiss  remark- 
ed that,  bifbre  being  sworn,  candor  compelled  him 
to  inform  the  house,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  col- 
league, that  they  did  not  claim  their  seats  by 
virtue  of  the  recent  election  in  Mississippi,  but  by 
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virtue  of  tlie  ekction  m  Xoveu.bfi  last;  that  they 
looked  iipo.i  Ihf  rtctiit  tltclion  as  unconstitutional 
and  » holly  invalid. 

'•  Mr.  P.  lurthfr  said  that  his  colleague  and  hiin- 
sell  could  not  conscientiously  lake  the  oath  under 
any  other  election  than  that  ot  November,  and 
that  upon  their  consciences  they  should  take  their 
oath  and  seats,  it  they  took  them  at  all,  by  virtue 
of  tliat  election  alone. 

".\lr.  P.  said  that  a  high  sense  of  duty,  both  to 
hiinsell'  and  the  house,  called  upon  him  tor  this 
avoual,  thai,  if  any  wished  to  make  objection,  they 
misht  have  the  opportunity  of  so  doing." 

i'lie  Spciikcr  said  that  the  stale(nent  of  the  mem- 
ber Irom  Louisiana,  that  the  frinlf-men  were  the 
elected  representatives  from  MiSbissip|)i,  was  sulfi- 
cient  to  authorize  his  administiation  of  tlie  oath  of 
office  to  them;  and  he  administered  the  oath  to 
both  gentlemen  accordini;ly. 

Mr.  Boon  rose  and  expressed  a  wio.h  to  act  upon 
the  joint  resolution  received  from  the  senate  yes- 
terd.iy.  It  was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill;  and  he 
ehould  theretbre  move  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  lor  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
and  considering  the  joint  resoUuion  of  the  senate 
in  regard  to  the  currency. 

Mr.  Picl;e:is  said,  that  he  hoped  the  house  would 
not  spend  time  in  discussing  a  collateral  matter,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  while  a  bdl  covering 
the  whole  subject,  which  has  passed  the  senate, 
and  is  lying  on  the  table,  yet  remains  unacted  on. 
The  Cliair  reminded  Air  P.  that  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  was  not  dehaleable.  Mr.  Pickens 
said  he  had  ri.sen  to  demajid  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  B.ioii.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordeied;  and  the  house  decided  the  question  of 
suspending  the  rules  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose 
indicated  in  the  motion,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
Banks,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Bond.  Bnon,  Biiggs,  Brod- 
heaJ,  B  ichanan.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  \V. 
B.  Campbell,  Cas.:-v,  Cheath.ira,  Childs,  Clark, 
Connor,  Crarv,  Cranston,  Crockett,  dishing, 
Davies.  DeGratf,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwar.ls,  Evans, 
Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R. 
Girland,  Goode,  \V.  Gijhain,  Grantland,  Grennell, 
Halev,  Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoiiinan,  H()|ikins,  In-ham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Legare, 
Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  .1.  M.  Mason,  May, 
JMaxvvell,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
ilitchell,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Nay- 
lor,  Noyes,  O^le,  Owens,  Pannenter,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Pnelps,  Po|ie,  Polls,  Pratt,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Ririden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  R.iss  11,  Sergeant,  Sheiier,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly. 
Stiiirt,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Vanderveer  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittle- 
sey, T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
J.  L.  Widiams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
Worlhiiigton,  Yell,  Y'orke— 112. 

X.^YS — ^lessrs.  Beirne.  Canibreleng,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Craig.  Cushman,  Dromgoole.  Duncan, 
Fanington.  Haynes,  Holsey.  Holt,  Hubley,  N. 
Jones.  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Lieadbetter,  Lewis,  Lo- 

fan,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Pavnter, 
ennvbacker,  Pickens.  Potter,  Reilv,  Rives,  Shep- 
lor,  Spencer,  Titus,  Turn-.y,  Webts'er,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams—34. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  then   r-ad  twice,  as  follows: 

'•Resolved  by  the  scuute  and  house  ofrejircscnialivcs. 
tfc.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawlul  lor" the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  continue  in  force,  any 
general  oriler  whicli  shall  ciealeany  diii'erence  bc'- 
tween  the  dilferent  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medicim  of  payment  in  which  debts  or 
dues  accruing  to  the  United  States    may  be   paid." 

And  the  next  question  in  course  being  upon  the 
ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Boon  immediately  moved  \he  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question 
Was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  without  a  division. 

i\Ir.  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  question  of  ordering  the  resolution 
to  a  third  reading.  They  were  ordered;and,  being 
taken  stood  as  follows: 

YE. \S— Messrs.  A  lams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
Anderson,  Aycrigg,  B.udis,  Beirne.  Bell,  Bicknell, 
Biddle.  Bind.  Boon,  B  .uldin.  Briggs,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Callionn,  J.  Calhoun, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Childs.  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston.  Crockett,  Gushing,  Dawson,  Davee,  D.i- 
vies,  DeGrair,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ev- 
erett, Fairfield.  R.  Fhtcher,  Fillmore.  Gallup.  J. 
Garland.  R.  Girland,  Gla=cock.  Goode.  Wm.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  GrilEn,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haynes, 


Henrv,  Herod,  Hoifu'.an,  Holsev.  Hopkins,  How- 
aid,  K.  M  T  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B,  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  N.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Leg.ire.  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  .Malloiv,  .Marvin, 
Jauii's  ;\1.  Mason,  Maury,  M,\y,  Maxwell.  U.  Mc- 
Clellan, McKennan,  Mercer,' ftlillig;in,  Mitchell, 
.Montgomery,  Morga-,  C.  Morris,  .^iurrav,  iNavlor, 
.\obl.',  i\nyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenler,  Patterson, 
Pearce.  Peck,  Pennybackcr.  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Polls.  Potter,  Pratt",  S.  S.  Pientiss.  Uariden,  Ran- 
dolph. Reed,  Reih  ,  Ridgwav,  Rohert>on,  Robin- 
son. Ruinsev,  Russell.  Sawy'er.  Sergeant.  Slndfer. 
A.  II.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard,  Shields.  Shade.  Sny- 
der, Stanly,  Stuart.  Stratton,  Tali.il'erro,  Taylor. 
Tillin-hast,  Titus,  Toland.  Vanderveer.  Web's'.er. 
A.  S.  White.  J.  White,  E.  Whiltlesey,T.  T.  Wliit- 
lles»v.  L.  Willi-AM.s,  S.  Williams.  J.  L.  Williams. 
r.  H.  Williams,  \Vise,  Word,  \Vordiiugton,  Yell, 
Yorke— 151 

XAYS— .Messrs.  Atherton,  Cimbreleng,  Clow- 
iiey,  Coles,  Cushman,  Diomgonle,  Duncan,  Far- 
ringtmi,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  II>.|t,  Hubley.  Keim. 
L.adhelter,  Logan,  IMcKay,  Abraham  MbClellan- 
McChire,  Moore,  Parris,  P'etiikin,  Rives,  Sheplor- 
Speiic-r,  Thomas,  Turney,  J.  W.  Williams— 27. 

So  the  bill  was  old.  red  to  a  third  reading. 

The  house  then  decided  that  the  third  reading 
should  take  place  this  day;  and  the  bill  was  read 
:iccouliii:;ly.  ftlr.  Duncan  moved  to  recommit  the 
joint  resolution  to  the  committe  on  public  lands, 
uitli  the  following  instrnetious: 

'■That  this  joint  resolution  be  coinmilted  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port the  following  ainendineiits,  viz.  Provided, 
That  no  portion  of  the  public  domain  greater  than 
320  acres  shall  be  sold  to  any  indiudual;  nor  shall 
ar.y  portion  of  the  public  domain  be  sold  or  disposed 
of  to  any  individual,  or  body  corporate,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  immediate  occupation." 

On  Ibis  motion  Mr.  Duncin  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Boon  immediately  moved  the  previous 
question,  f cutting  olf  the  motion  to  commit.)  audit 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was  then  or- 
ilered  to  be  put.  Mr.  C/(ap.;iHH,  of  Alabama,  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question.  "Shall  the  joint 
resolution  pass?"     And  they  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  thus  taken,  stood  as  follows- 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander.  H.  Allen. 
Anderson,  Aycriirg,  Banks,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell. 
Buldle,  Bond.  Boon.  Briggs.  Bioadhead,  Bionson, 
Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  B. 
Camhell,  Casey,  Chambers.  Cha|)nian.  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cia-y, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  dishing,  Dawson,  Davee,  Da- 
vies.  Di  Graff,  Dennis.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evens,  Ev- 
erett. Euing,F,tirfi(ld,Richaril  Fletcher.  Fillmore, 
Gallup.  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland.  Ghscock,  Gooile, 
Wm.  Graham,  Grantland.  Graves,  Griffin  Haley. 
Hall.  Halslead,  Hamer,  Harlan,  H.istings,  .Hawes, 
Haynes,  Henrv,  Herod,  Hodinan.  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, R.  M.  T. "Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmitli,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Mallory. 
Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  IMason.  Martin. 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan. 
Mercer,  Miiligan,  Mitchell,  Moiit^'omery,  Morgan. 
C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noves,  Ogle. 
Owens,  Parmenter.  Patterson.  Peck,  Pen'nvbacker, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss, 
S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Ran.hdph,  Reed,  Reily, 
Rencher,  Ridgway. Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shelfer,  .■\.  H.  Shrp- 
perd,  C.  Shepard.  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanlv. 
Stuart.  Stratton,  Talialaro,  Taylor,  Tillin^chast,  Ti- 
tus, Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer.  Webster,  A. 
S.  White.  J.  White.  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittle- 
sey, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.'L.  Williams.  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  ^Yorthington,  Yell. 
Yorke— 134. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bmildin,  Camberleng, 
Clowney.  Coles.  Cushman.  Dromgoole.  Duncan, 
Farringlon,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Harrison,  Holt,  Hub 
ley,  Keim,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  PiIcKay,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan. McClure,  Moore.  Parris,  Petrikin.  Rives, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Thomas,  Turner,  Jared  W,  Wil- 
liams—29, 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  senate.  [It  requires  only  the  approbation  of 
the  president  to  become  a  law.] 

Mr.  Ewins  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  it  was 
his  intention  to  offer  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill 
under  cotisideration;  and  it  was  ordererl  to  be  prin- 
ted. Mr.  Pa//prso)i  and  Mr.  f'».?/i/n./n  made  incl- 
Cectual  attempts  to  present  resolutions  relating  to 
post  routes.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cmnbrclenc^,  the 
house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
this  bill,  and  Mr.  //o?.<fy  resumed  the  floor  in  its 
3un|iort.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
proceedings  upon  this  bill,  of  which  an  account 
shall  be  given  in  our  next. 


In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama, 
asked  the  leave  of  the  house  to  recoid  hi.j  xote  in 
lavor  ol  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  Irom 
the  senate  relating  to  the  public  revenue  and  dues 
lo  the  government. 

He  said,  when  the  vote  was  unexpectedly  taken 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  this  mori.'ing,  he 
was  necessarily  absent  from  his  seat  in  attending  to 
the  claims  of  two  or  three  revolutionary  soldi,  rs  of 
his  district,  whose  |iay  had  been  idnsed  at  the 
agency  nearest  their  residence,  under  a  regulation 
« Inch,  Ml  hisjiidgment,  imposed  upon  the  pensioners 
and  their  representatives  inurh  unnecessary  trouble, 
lie  alluded  to  the  regulalion  which  required,  in  the 
event  of  ih.-ir  failure  In  apoly  lor  their  pay  for  a 
specified  time,  that  they  should  be  paid  at  the 
treasury,  and  not  at  the  agencies  conveni.-ut  to 
them. 

He  said,  in  common  with  the  great  niajoiily  of 
his  constituent.s,  he  felt  much  interest  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  prohibiting  a  discrimination 
in  the  kind  of  money  to  be  received  by  the  govern- 
ment in  payment  Ihi-  public  lands,  aild  lor  duties. 
He  was  gratified  tliat  congress  had,  by  a  vote  so 
decisive,  determined  to  put  an  end  to  a  regulaliaii 
of  the  late  executive,  by  which  specie  li.id  been  re- 
quired in  payment  for'  public  land;  while  bank 
notes  were  authorized  to  be  receiveil  in  payment 
for  duties.  If  he  had  been  aware  that  the  r".  solu- 
tion would  have  been  put  upon  its  passage  so  soon 
after  it  came  down  from  the  senate,  his  desire  to 
serve  even  a  revolulionary  soldier  would  not  have 
prevented  him  from  being  present,  and  voting  for 
it.  He  hoped  the  house  would  allow  liiui  now  to 
have  his  vole  recorded, 

[This  request  of  .Mr.  Lyon  was  not  granted.] 

Mr.  Uohey,  having  conclude<l  his  remarks  in 
support  of  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
ratification  of  the  treaty  at  New  Echota,  was  lol- 
Inwed  by 

Mr.  Naylor,  who,  in  a  warm  and  energetic  speech, 
reviewed  the  history  of  this  government's  negotia- 
tions and  treaties  w'ith  the  Chcrokees,  all  of  which 
he  described  as  consliluting  a  premeditated  system 
of  oppression  fowarils  that  tribe,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  lands.  He  dwelt  U[)oii  the  expul- 
sion of  the  Indians  from  their  native  homes  as  an 
act  of  disgraceful  injiislice,  a^'d  enlogi-/.ed  very 
highly  the  character  of  Ross,  and  praised,  in  ttrni's 
of  great  eloquence,  the  linn  and  intrepid  character 
of  that  chief,  who,  amidst  so  much  detraclion  and 
denunciation,  had  stood  up  boldly  in  defence  of  his 
people  and  their  rights.  Much  of  his  S|)eech  con- 
sisted of  <locuinentary  reading,  goiiis;  to  show-  that 
the  treaty  of  New  Echota  was  fraudulent,  vxherco 
he  argued  that  to  eulorce  such  a  treaty  would  be 
grossly  cruel  and  oppressive, 

Mr,  N.  gave  way,  during  his  remarks,  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  Xoyrs.  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
to  enable  him  to  move  that  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  (that  day  received,  and  then  on  the  table, 
asking  for  certain  papers  which.  Ihrougli  mistake, 
had  not  been  sent  up,  with  a  bill  from  that  house, 
lequiring  immediate  action)  be  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. 

This  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  message  from  the  senate  being  taken  up,  the 
request  it  contained  was  granted  willioul  a.liilsion; 
and  then,  the  house  having  again  gone  iii'o  com-' 
niittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Naylor  "resumed  the  re- 
marks he  had  been  making,  and  clo-ed  with  a 
declaration  of  his  fixed  resolution  not  lo  vote  one 
dollar  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  fraudulent  and  oppressive  as  he  deemed  it, 
into  execution. 

Mr,  Ckapmun  defended  the  Indian  policy  of  Ala- 
bama, at  some  Ieii2th,  and  replied  to  tho-;e  riniarkg 
of  Mr.  Naylor,  which  wire  eulogistic  of  Ri.ss,  and 
in  which  he  commented  so  severely  upon  the  trea- 
ties hilherln  entered  into  with  the'Chirnkees, 

Mr.  Dau-son  next  took  the  floor.  He  defended 
'he  treaty,  as  the  only  representative  in  congress 
Irom  what  at  home  is'called  the  Indian  paily.'^  He 
declared  himself  friendly  now,  as  he  had  ever  been 
known  to  be— most  friendly  to  the  Indians.  lie 
compared  the  Cherokee  Indian  policy,  especially  so 
far  as  Georgia  is  concerned,  with  tlie  policy  con- 
stantly pursued  towards  other  tribes  in  other  paila 
of  the  country;  and  deduced  from  Ihal  comparison 
the  argument  that  it  was  inconsistent  for  the'pHOi.lo 
of  those  states,  by  whose  policy  the  Indian  tribes 
within  their  limits  are  now  entirely  or  coir.iiara- 
tively  extinct,  to  condemn  the  pr'esent  policy  of 
Georgia  towards  the  Clierokers. 

J\.r.  Hell  followed,  and  commenced  a  speech  in 
review  ol  the  whole  Indian  policy  nfihe  irovern- 
ineiit,  and  dwelt  to  some  extent  on  Ihe^  (;ict  that 
the  estimates,  upon  which  the  present  hill  was  bvs- 
ed,  were  grounded  on  a  state  of  things  that  nid  not 
now  exist,  and  that,  consequently,  there  was  not 
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now  th>  nec.>Siity  vvhicli  then  exislcil  for  so  large 
an  appropriation  as  tlip  bill  tleinandeil;  when, 

On  motion  of  IVIr.  Wise,  the  committee  rose. 

A  motion  beint;  marie  (hat  the  house  adjourn— 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay? 
which  were  ordered;  and,  at  half  past  ei^ht  o'clock 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tlmrsiliy,  Matj  31.  Mr.  Loomis,  after  an  expla- 
nation, obtained  I  -ave  to  call  up  the  follovvin'  re- 
solution, olfjred  by  him  on  the  19th   March  last: 

Resoloed,  That  the  postmaster  general  furnish  to 
this  house  an  estimate,  showing,  as  near  as  he  can 
ascertain — ■ 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  free  parcels  estimated  by  weight; 

2.  \\^hat  proportion  consists  of  free  jiarcels  esti- 
mated by  amount  of  postai;e  on  parcels  that  pay 
postage,  and  accounting  all  printed  documents  at 
pamphlet  postage; 

3.  What  would  be  the  proportion  of  the  amount 
of  postage  to  be  paid  by  government,  in  case  all 
free  parcels  were  charged  to  government  at  the 
same  rate  that  private  jiaicels  are  charged; 

4.  To  how  low  a  rate  the  tarilf  of  postage  would 
be  reduced,  and  sustain  the  department,  in  case  all 
parcels  conveyed  by  mail  were  chargeable  with 
postage; 

5.  To  how  low  a  rate  the  tariff  of  postage  can 
be  reduced,  now  or  prospectively,  within  two  years, 
retaining  the  present  franking  privilege,  and  sus- 
tain the  department,  with  a  rate  of  tariff  deemed 
judicious  and  prop  ;r  by  him,  in  case  such  reduction 
should  be  ordered. 

Tills  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Reports  were  now  received  from  committees, 
among  which  were  the  fullowing: 

By  Mr.  IVhitileuy,  of  Oh.o,  from  the  committee 
of  claims,  reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill 
to  authorize  payment  to  be  made  to  the  Missouii 
volunteers  whose  horses  were  lost  or  cast  away  on 
the  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay. 

Mr.  W.  iron  the  same  commttee,  also  reported 
against  the  case  of  Polly  Estes. 

By  Mr.  Wjrlhington,  from  the  committee  on 
co.nmerce,  a  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
limits  of  the  port  ot  New  Orleans." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

liesolved.  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a  law  prohibiting,  under  certain  penalties,  per- 
sons in  command  ot  vessels  from  discharging  bal- 
last into  the  channel  or  anchorage  ground  of  any 
bay  or  harbor  in  the  United  States  so  as  to  obstiuct 
the  navigation  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  seve- 
ral acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  tiiking  depositions, 
by  authorizing  all  persons,  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  the  states,  to  take  depositions  in  causes  pending 
in  slate  courts,  to  take  depositions  in  causes  pend- 
ing in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  by  en- 
acting such  other  provisions  as  shall  in  their  opin- 
ion promote  the  convenience  of  suitors,  without 
removing  any  of  the  restrictions  necessary  to  the 
safe  administration  of  justice. 

I\lr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  for  the  action  of  the  house  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  wnich  gave  rise  to  a  brief  dis- 
cussion b^'tween  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Cashman,  Fill- 
more, Brnmon,  Crary,  and  Marvin,  and  was  then 
laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instruct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, a  copy  of  each  survey,  and  cliart  accompa- 
nying the  same,  that  has  been  heretofore  made  of 
of  the  shores,  harbors,  inlets,  and  waters  of  Lake 
Erie;  also,  a  copy  of  each  similar  survey  that  has 
been  made  of  Lake  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WhUllesey,  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Saturday  was  altered,  by  directing  that  the 
revolutionary  pension  bills  assigned  to  that  day  be 
taken  up  at  half  p.ist  Ifl  instead  of  12  o'clock.  A 
'  bill  from  tlie  senate,  to  require  the  holding  of  a  dis- 
trict court  in  W  st  Tennessee,  b-ing  taken  up,  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bond,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  Virginia,  and  Mr  Coctiett,  who  moved  the 
previous  question,  but  consented  to  withdraw  it  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Shields.  Mr.  Fillmore  inquired 
ho'.v  it  happened  that  an  application  from  ."Vew 
York  for  a  similar  accommoil-^tion  to  that  proposed 
by  this  bill  had  been  refused  bv  the  committee  wdiile 
this  was  so  favorably  reported  on?  Mr.  Gnrhuid 
said  he  could  give  no  explanation:  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Thomas)  was  not  in  his  place. 
Mr.  Fillmore  now  (according  to  promise)  renewed 
the  call  for  the  pre\'ious  queslion.  The  house  sus- 
tained the  call.  Mr.  Bond  moved  to  lay  the  billon 
the  table,  and  dema^ndcd  the  yeas  and  nays:  but 
the  house  refuged  to  order  them,  and  the  motion 


was  negatived.  The  pre\  ions  question  being  put, 
Mr.  BoTi'i  again  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  again  refused.  The  bill  was  [hen  passed. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cainbreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  to  further  consider  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill.     . 

Mr.  Bell  resumed  his  speech  in  support  of  the 
following  amendment  proposed  by  him  some  days 
since  to  the  bill: 

"Sec.  — .  ,dnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the 
further  sum  of  one  million  lorly-seven  thousand 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  in  full,  for 
all  the  objects  specified  in  the  third  article  of  the 
supplementary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  for  the  further  ob- 
ject of  aiding  in  the  subsistence  of  said  Indians  for 
one  year  after  their  removal  west:  Provided,  That 
no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  five  millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
s.iid  tribe  of  Indians  by  said  tr.:'aly:  ,^nd  jrrovided 
further.  That  the  said  Indians  shall  receive  no  bene- 
fit from  the  said  appropriatio  i,  unless  they  shall 
coujplete  ttieir  emigration  within  such  time  as  the 
presid^*,it  shall  deem  reason'^ble,  and  without  coer- 
cion on  the  part  of  the  government. 

'■Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  eniic'ed.  That,  for  sa- 
tid'yingall  claims  for  arrearages  of  annuities,  for 
supplying  blankets  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  who  are  not  a'ule  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  which  may  be  neces.saiy  for  their  com- 
fortable removal,  and  lor  medicines  and  medical 
assistance,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  presi- 
dent shall  deem  proper  to  faeilitale  the  removal  of 
the  Cherokees,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Bell  went  extensively  irito  the  general  sub- 
ject of  our  Indian  relations,  and  repelling  the  im- 
|)utation  that  his  own  views  of  them  had  changed. 
Mr.  B.  spoke  until  3  o'clock.  When  he  had  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Everett  presented,  in  a  succinct  form, 
the  heads  of  an  argument  which  he  should  dilate 
and  fill  up  were  there  time,  but  which  he  should 
present  in  a  fuller  form  in  a  writteii  report  of  his 
speech.  He  w  ent  at  some  length  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  1S3.5,  and  though  he  denied  its 
obli;;ation  on  the  Cherokees,  yet  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  their  interest  and  the  necessity  of  the 
case  rendered  it  expedient  lor  them  to  remove.  He 
supported  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs;  commending  the  spirit  in 
which  the  presicient's  communication  had  been 
made,  and  expressing  its  confident  expectation  that, 
should  the  additional  money  be  frranted.  the  Chero- 
kees wou4d  roniove  peaceably  and  speedil}'. 

Mr.  Crary  next  addressed  the  committee,  and 
though  dilferinj  very  widely  from  Mr.  Everett  in 
almost  all  the  principles  and  positions  he  laid  down, 
he  as;reed  with  him  in  the  conclusion  to  which  that 
gentleman  had  come  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian  ali'airs.  He 
spoke  .Tt  ioine  length  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Bell,  and  in  defence  of  the  administration  in  its 
course  of  Indian  policy. 

Mr.  Turney  followed  in  a  speech  which  lie  con- 
tinued until  a  quarter  before  eight,  when  he  gave 
way  for  a  njolion  that  the  committee  do  rise.  .  His 
f-.peech  consisted  chiefly  in  a  personal  reply  to  Mr. 
Bell,  large  extracts  of  whose  former  sjieechcs  he 
quoted  and  commented  upon. 

The  motion  to  rise  prevailing,  the  comniiftee 
rose. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  make  this  hill  the  or- 
der for  to-rnorrow  at  11  o'clock,  and  hoped  it  would 
be  done  with  the  understanding  that  the  bill  should 
be  got  through  with  on  that  day. 

The  house  then  adjourned  at  8  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  1.  The  morning  hour  allotted  to 
resolutions,  was  occupied  in  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Worlhington,  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  relative  to  thesurvevs 
of  the  lakes;  but  before  a  final  deci'^ion  upon  it,  the 
house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cunibrcleng,  went  into 
committer-  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair.) 
anrl  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  hos- 
tility appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Turney  resumed  the  floor,  and  finisheil  liis 
speech  in  support  of  the  bill. 

After  Mr.  Turne'i  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Bell  rose,  and,  having  complained  of  the  at- 
tack of  his  colleague  as  unprovoked  and  unexpect- 
ed, rlisclaimed  any  particular  ill-will  to  him.  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  acting  only  as  a  conduit  for  the 
concocted  anrl  lon»-cherished  malice  of  others,  who 
harl  never  thought  proper  to  meet  him  persnnallv. 
His  colleague  was  acting  as  an  instrument — as  a 
fool — as  the  tool  of  fools. 

Here  Mr.  Turney  (who  sat  immediately  before 
Mr.  Bell)  rose,  and,  looking  him  in  the  face,  said, 
it  is  false,  it  is  false. 


Mr.  Bell  thereupon  struck  at  Mr.  Turney  in  the 
face,  and  blows  were  for  a  short  time  exchanged 
bL'tween  them. 

Mr.  Turney  repeated  his  assertion  that  it  was 
false,  and  the  attack  was  renewed. 

Great  confusion  ensued.  Members  rushed  from 
their  seats,  and  cries  were  heard  for  the  "Speaker!" 
and  the  "Sergeant-at-arms!"  Mr.  Duncan,  said 
that  such  things  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
abuses  which  was  going  on.  One  or  two  other 
members,  while  crowding  to  the  spot,  had  some 
rather  sharp  verbal  encounters. 

The  Speaker  hastily  took  the  chair,  called  on  the 
sergeant-at-arms  to  preserve  order,  and  read  a  Bri- 
tish precedent,  (see  Jefiersons  Manual,  p.  132.) 
where  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  had, 
in  like  manner,  interposed  to  quell  a  disturbance 
wdiich  had  arisen  while  the  house  was  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Hoii'iird  explained,  in  his  own  justification, 
that  the  occurrence  had  taken  place  so  suddenly, 
that,  though  he  was  most  anxious  to  preserve  oroer, 
he  had  not  had  time  to  interpose  until  the  speaker 
had,  very  properly,  assumed  the  chair.  At  this  he 
felt  nothing  to  complain  of.  The  house  had  natu- 
rally more  confidence,  at  such  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, in  an  officer  who  was  their  own  choice,  than 
could  be  rejiosed  in  a  member  only  presiding  for  a 
short  time.  What  was  the  proper  course  to  be  now 
pursued,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  suggest,  and  he 
did  not  suggest  any. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  that  the  excitement  which  had 
arisen  was,  as  had  correctly  been  observed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maiyland,  (Mr.  Howard,)  very 
sudden,  and  it  had  now  already  blown  over.  There 
was  no  disorder  in  the  house;  none,  certainly,  that 
was  visible;  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  mat- 
ter, was  lor  the  house,  calmly,  and  with  dignity, 
to  go  back  into  committee. 

The  Speaker.  The  impression  of  the  chair  is 

Mr.  Mercer  here  rose,  and  said  that,  on  a  recent 
occurrence  of  a  similar  character,  he  had  submit- 
ted a  resolution  declaring  that  it  was  proper  for  the 
house  to  enforce  the  rule  which  requires  that  in 
case  of  such  unpleasant  occurrences,  both  the  par- 
ties concerned  must,  before  leaving  the  house,  en- 
ter into  a  promise  that  the  afiair  should  proceed  no 
fiirlher.  The  house,  however,  had,  to  his  great 
pain,  laid  the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  could 
not  now  consent  to  make  such  a  motion;  but  the 
case  was  perfectly  plain.  He  thought  the  rules  of 
the  house  were  the  laws  of  the  house;  but  if  the 
house  wonM  not  execute  its  own  rules,  Mr.  M. 
could  not  perform  his  duty  in  it:  There  could  be 
no  more  dishonor  in  supporting  one  rule  than  an- 
other. It  was  no  dishonor  to  support  a  peace  offi- 
cer in  the  discliarge  of  his  duty;  all  were  hound  to 
do  so.  The  rule  was  palpable.  He  did  not  rise  1o 
comment  on  the  controversy;  he  had  not  heard  the 
remarks  of  one  of  the  gentlemen.  (Mr.  Turney,) 
anrl  therefore  could  not  judge  of  the  provocation 
which  had  been  given.  If  the  house  had  not  mo- 
rality enough  to  support  its  own  laws,  Mr.  M.  could 
only  regret  it. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  going  into  com- 
inilfee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  commenced  to  address 
the  house,  expressins  his  pain  at  seeing  the  ilgnity 
of  the  house  trampled  on,  and  listening  to  dispar- 
aging remarks  by  gentlemen  against  each  other 

The  C/iuiV  reminded  him  that  the  question  was 
not  debateahle.  Mr.  Mercer  said  he  was  reducing 
a  motion  to  writing,  and  v\oulil,  in  a  few  moments, 
be  ready  to  present  it.  Mr.  OifC«s  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Mercer  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays:  hut  subsequently  withdrew  the  demand. 

Mr.  Yell  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  not  insist  on  the  motion  he  seemed 
about  to  make,  or  make  any  proposilion  in  the 
case.  It  might  seem  extraordinary  that  a  gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  should  stand  up  in  that  house 
on  such  an  occasion  as  a  peace-maker,  yet  such 
was  now  his  design.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  desirous  of  promoting  peace,  his  best 
course  would  he  to  do  nothing.  Mr.  Y.  had  the 
pleasure  to  be  well  acquainted  with  both  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Tennessee.  If  they  were  let  alone, 
the  momentary  excitement  would  quickly  siib.~ide, 
and  the  whole  matter  would  stop  here;  lint  if  the 
genfleman  introduced  his  resolution,  it  would  be 
a  question  of  privilege,  the  house  would  get  into  a 
debate,  and  the  two  gentlemen  uonlrl  be  removed 
to  so  great  a  distance,  that  all  attempts  at  recon- 
ciling them  would  be  hop.d.  ss.  He  lu,d  never 
known  anj'  good  to  follow  from  the  ellbrls  of  the 
gentleman  fiom  Virginia  in  such  cases,  though  he 
gave  him' every  credit  for  good  intentions.  If  the 
matter  was  to  be  debated,  then  the  house  must  go 
into  an  examination  of  the  causes  of  the  rencon- 
tre, and  its  circumstances;  all  this  would  be  pro- 
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luclivo  onlv  of  uvil.  He  knew  botli  the  jieiitleinen 
veil.  It  u'oul'l  be  best  to  L-ave  tlieiu  to  tlit-irown 
jood  sense. 

Mr.  ITise  coincided  with  the  gentleman  from  Ar- 
lansas  in  referring  this  request  to  his  colleague, 
;Mr.  .Mtrcer.)  He  be^'ged  liim  not  to  attempt  to 
Infoice  the  rule  lie  had  alluded  to.  It  would  only 
rid-u  tile  breach.  These  gentlemen's  age  and 
tandino;  would  induce  them  to  preserve  the  de- 
loruiii  of  the  house.  From  what  both  had  declar- 
id  in  tlieir  S|.eeches,  there  could  be  no  previous 
ll-will  between  them.  He  did  not  doubt  thcy_were 
Jready  asliained  of  their  momentury  heat.  They 
vere  idreadv  more  punished  tlian  by  any  resolution 
irdisciplino  of  the  house.  He  protested  against 
be  solemnity  with  which  every  casual  dilierence 
pas  taken  up  in  this  house.  This  was  the  spring 
if  the  year,  and  what  the  house  had  witnessed  was 
I  mere  April  gust,  and  would  pass  oif  and  be  I'or- 
;otten.  His  colleague  had  tried  this  course  I're- 
uentlv  before.  [Mr.  MtTcer.  Never  but  once.] 
Veil,  i  sng:;.3St  to  my  colleague  that  he  will  with- 
raw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Mercer  now  moved  the  following  resolution: 
"Rewired,  That  warm  words  and  a  mutual  as- 
ault  havin,'  pjsseil  b.t.veeu  two  uienibL'rs  of  this 
ouse,  viz.  John  Bell  and  H.  L.  Turney,  of  the 
tate  of  Tennessee;  they  be  called  upon  by  the 
peaker  to  declare,  in  their  places,  that  they  will 
ot  pio-iecute  any  quarrel." 

Mr.  Duticjii  as'ked  whether  there  was  not  a  mo- 
ion  pending  to  go  into  committee?  and  whether 
lis  resolution  was  in  order?  The  C/iiiir  reminded 
Ir.  D.  it  was  a  question  of  privilege. 
iMr.  Veil  moved  to  lay  the  lesolntion  of  Mr. 
lercer  on  the  table,  and  it  was  done:  Ayes  SO, 
oes  52. 

A  gentleman  here  rose  to  order,  and  inquired 
rhelher  it  would  be  in  order  now  to  move  the  pre- 
ious  question,  and  thus  aot  upo.'i  the  bill  under 
sbate?  The  CTiiiV  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
oiise  could  not  act  upon  the  bill  until  it  should 
jave  been  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
irhole. 
Mr.  Bronsin  spoke  on  the  same  point;  but  the 
air  adhered  to  its  decision. 

Mr.  CcmWi;!  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.     The 
lotion  was  negatived  without  a  count. 
Mr.   Peniitjbacker  said  that  it  was   a  farce  that 
le  house  should  have  rules,  and  refuse  to  enforce 
lem.     He  then  moved  the  following  resolution: 

•The  hon.  H.  L.  Turney  and  the  hon.  John  Bell 
iviiig  violated  the  privileges  of  this  house,  by  as- 
ulling  each  other  in  the  house,  whilst  sitting,  it  is, 
;relore, 

■Resolved,  That  the  said  H.  L.  Turney  and  John 
ell  do  apologise  to  the  house  for  violating  its  pri- 
leges,  and  o.fenling  its  dignity." 
Mr.   Yc:l  inquired  whether  this  was  not,  in  snb- 
ance,  the  same  resolution  which  had  been  offered 
f  his  colleague  (Mr.  Mercer-] 
The  Clviir  r.'plied  in  the  negative. 
Mr-  YelUUen  moved  to  lay  the  resolution   also 
D  the  table. 

Mr.  Gnmt  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
'ere  ordered. 

The  roll  had  been  called  about  one-third  part 
irough,  when  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  stated  to  the 
ouse  that  both  gentlemen  were  ready  and  desirous 
I  make  the  apology  required;  and  proposed  that 
le  cill  be  suspended;  but  the  roll  was  called 
irough;  and  the  yeas  aud  nays  resulted  as  follows: 
eas  21,  nays  153. 

Mr.  Dell  then  rose  and  said  he  had  b  "en  ready  at 
ay  moment,  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  violated 
le  order  of  the  house.  He,  however,  appealed  to 
le  older  members  of  the  house  to  say  whether  it 
ad  been  his  habit  to  use  unparliamentary  language 
1  that  house.  He  regretted  extremely  that  he  had 
iolated  the  decorum,  and  oiiended  against  the  dig- 
itv  of  the  ho'ise. 

Mr.  Turney  followed,  but  in  a  tone  so  low,  that 
ut  little  of  what  he  said  could  be  heard.  He  was 
nd-=rstood  to  say  that  he  had  n.)  intention  to  insult 
le  house,  01  to  violate  its  rules. 
The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
ouse  went  back  into  committee  of  the  whole,  when 
If.  Bell  res  uneil  the  couise  of  his  speech  in  reply 
J  hi?  colleague,  (Mr.Turney,)  and  in  vindication 
f  his  past  political  conduct  and  character.  He 
.Velt  with  much  particularity  and  emphasis  upon 
•le  attempts  which  he  alleged  had  been  made,  for 
Dine  years,  by  political  opponents,  at  home,  to  de- 
Iroy  him  politically;  and,  having  completed  bis  re- 
larks  was  lollowvd  by  .Messrs,  Hfibleil  and  Under- 
moi.  in  oppo?ition  to  the  bill  as  reported,  and  in 
Ivor  of  the  propoS'^d  amf^ndment. 
After  they  had  finnhed  tlieir  remarks  the  house 
rew  impiitient,  and  lou.l  cries  of  "question!"  were 
eitcrated  from  all  parts  of  the  ball. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following 
amendineut  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  it  was  adopted,  by  tel- 
lers—Ayes 77,  noes  70.  Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill 
as  lolloivs: 

'•Prodded,  That,  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  discontent  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -five  can  be 
allayed  or  avoided,  by  allowing  an  additional  coni- 
peiisalion  for  the  lands  ceded  to  (he  United  States 
by  the  saiil  Irealy,  and  that  the  governmeut  may 
thereby  be  saved  the  e.\peiise  of  keeping  on  foot 
the  large  military  force  in  the  Cherokee  country 
now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  apply 
two  millions  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  this  act  to 
that  object." 

As  soon  as  the  vote  on  this  amendment  was  an- 
nounced T)y  the  Chair,  Mr.  Vambielcng  losc,  and 
saiil  he  must  insist  upon  another  count  thereon. 
The  C/mi>  said  such  a  course  would  be  irregular. 
Mr.  Ctimbreleng  hoped  that  some  gentleman  who 
had  voted  for  it.  as  he  had  no  doubt  many  had  done, 
under  a  misapprehension,  would  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote.  Mr.  Everett  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  allairs  woiilil 
bring  lorward  the  amendmont  introduced  by  order 
of  that  committee.  Mr.  ,/lnderson  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vole  by  which  the  amendment  above  stated 
was  adopted.  Mr.  Dromgoolc  saiil  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  move  a  reconsidtu'ation  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  The  C'/iiiiVmKn  decided  that  it  was  in  order 
to  do  so. 

Mi.  Rice  Garland  appealed  fiom  that  decision, 
referring  the  chair  to  the  [larliamentary  manual  in 
corroboration  of  the  jioint  of  order  made  by  Mr. 
Dromgoole.  Here  Mr.  Bell  oifered  the  following 
amendment,  introrluced  by  direction  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  allairs: 

Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

"Sec. — .  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  one  million  forty-seven  thonsaml  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  in  full,  for  all 
the  objects  specified  in  tlie  tnird  article  of  the  siiji- 
plementary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  five,  between  the  United  States  and 
Cherokee  Indians,  and  for  the  further  object  of 
aiding  in  the  subsistence  of  said  Indians  for  one 
year  after  their  removal  west:  Provided,  That  no 
part  of  the  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  deducted 
irom  the  five  millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  said 
tribe  of  Indians  by  said  treaty:  .ind  provided  fur- 
ther. That  the  said  Indians  shall  receive  no  benefit 
from  the  said  appropriation  unless  they  shall  com- 
plete their  emigration  within  such  time  as  the  pre- 
sident shall  deem  reasonable,  and  without  coercion 
on  the  part  of  llie  government. 

"Sec. — .  .4nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  sa- 
tisfying all  claims  for  arrearages  of  annuities,  for ' 
supplying  blankets  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  who  are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
aelves,  and  for  medicines  and  medical  assistance, 
and  lor  such  other  purposes  as  the  presirlent  shall 
deem  pioper  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  Chero- 
kees, one  hundreil  thousand  ilollars." 

Mr.  Garland  withdrev/his  appeal  upon  the  point 
of  oidnr.  Mr.  .inderson  withdrew  his  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  it  was  his  intention,  before 
the  bill  passed  through  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  reply  to  file  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  on 
the  Cherokee  part  of  the  bill.  But,  at  the  desire  of 
several  friends,  who  were  desiro'is  that  the  question 
^hould  be  taken  in  committee,  he  had  foregone  his 
intention.  He  had  had  something  to  oiler,  more- 
over, in  relation  to  the  Seminol-!  part  of  the  bill,  by 
way  of  bearing  himself  out  in  the  assertion  with 
which  he  had  commenced  this  discussion — that  the 
war  in  Florida  we.s  wicked  in  its  inception,  more 
wicked  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  and,  most 
of  all,  disastrous  in  its  results;  that  it  was  disgrace- 
ful to  the  counlry, — a  brutal  and  inhuman  war,  cost- 
ing the  government  millions  of  its  treasure,  and  the 
country  some  of  its  best  blood.  Such  had  been  his 
intention:  but,  after  the  cries  he  had  heard  of  ques- 
tion! from  all  parts  of  the  hall,  he  would  not  then 
detain  the  committee. 

Cries  of  question!  were  here  renewed,  more  loud- 
ly than  before.  Mr.  CiM/iing  took  the  floor.  "Ques- 
tion! question!"  from  all  parts  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Cu.shing  proceeded  to  point  out  a  clerical  error  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill.  The  Chair  gave  no- 
tice that  it  should  be  correct"d. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 

oifered  by  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian 

allairs,  which  was  adopted  without  a  division.     Mr. 

Canibrelrns  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  and 

report  the  bill  with  the  a-n-Tid  nents;  which  motion 

1  prevailed,  and  the  speaker  having  resumed  the  cliair. 

Mr.    Cambreleng   hoped  that  the  amendment    of- 

,  fered  by  Mr.   Bell,  as  for  hiaiself,  and  adopted   in 

I  committee,  would  uot  be  accepted.    He  moved  that 


it  be  considered  by  itself.  The  others,  he  hoped 
would  be  adopted.  The  obj.cl  of  the  amendment 
to  which  he  took  txception  was  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriations for  that  pait  ol  the  army  stationed  la 
the  Cherokee  country,  to  keep  the"  p.-aee  lh»re, 
S2,0liu,0i)0,  upon  the  assumed  ground  that  the  Flori- 
da war  was  now  over.  It  was  now  the  first  of 
June,  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what  portion  of 
what  is  now  asked  for  the  appropri  itions  for  the 
army  in  Florida,  lor  the  first  half  of  Ibis  year,  could 
be  cut  oil?  Nor  could  he  conceive  thai  there  was 
any  safely  or  propriety  in  culling  oif  any  portion 
ol  the  Cherokee  branch  of  the  appropriation.  There 
was,  as  he  learneil  by  letters  received  by  gentlemen 
upon  that  floor,  already  great  danger  of  collisions 
btlwein  the  Imlians  of  the  Cherokee  country  and 
the  whites,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  the  pro- 
position of  I\Ir.  Bell  had  been  vot.d  upon  under- 
der.slandingly  in  committee  of  the  wlude.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  that  aineiidmcnt  would  he  re- 
jected by  the  house.  Mr.  /^.i/,csaid  he  had  intend- 
ed to  give  his  views  at  l.Miglh  upon  this  question 
while  it  wa.s  up  in  rommitlee  ol  the  whole.  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the  house  when  it 
was  impatient,  and  he  would  not  say  any  thing  now, 
unless  the  house  were  quite  willing  lo  jiiuiniT  him. 
He  denied  the  powerof  the  president  ol  the  United 
Slates  to  order  a  military  force  into  the  Cherokee 
country,  to  make  war— the  war-making  power  be- 
ing vested  in  the  house,  and  not  in  the  president. 
He  thought  the  amendmei.l  of  Mr.  B.ll  to  be.  there- 
lore,  perfectly  correct.  He  considered  a  great  piin- 
ci|ile  to  be  involved  in  this  bill,  but  expressed  his 
delermination  to  do  or  say  nothing  to  embarrass  its 
passage.  Such  an  intention,  he  >lid  not  believe,  ac- 
tuated a  single  member  upon  that  li.ior.  It  •  could 
not  forbear  expressing  it  as  his  opinion,  however, 
that  the  treaty  in  question  W"as  no  treaty  at  all. 
Ever  since  the  year  IS3i),  he  thought  it  the  settled 
policy  of  the  administration  that  all  the  Indians  of 
the  country  should  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi 
—a  policy  to  which  he  had  given,  what  it  seemed 
to  be  impossible  to  withhold,  his  assent.  He  wish- 
ed to  give  his  views  upon  all  thes.?  points,  and  he 
had  risen  to  move  an  adjournment  of  the  house,  to 
enable  him  to  do  so  herealter. 

Mr.  Pope  here  gave  way  to  Mr.  Branson,  who 
moved  for  leave  to  make  a  inolion  to  refer  certain 
bills  from  the  senate  upon  Wisconsin  affairs,  which 
it  was  expedient  to  put  in  a  train  for  immediate  ac- 
tion thereon.  The  motion  for  leave  was  objected 
to.  Mr.  Pope  then  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  hill 
under  coesideration,  as  am'^iided,  be  printed.  This 
proposition  was  also  objected  to.  Mr.  Thompson 
then  moveil  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Yell  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.     Not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  called  (or,  nnd  ordereil;  and  the 
house  refiised  to  adjourn  by  the  lollnuin'i-  vote- 
Ayes  74,  noes  SI.  "  o  • 

Mr.  Thompson  diil  not  desire  to  say  many  words 
on  this  question.  He  had  recenily  sei-"n  a  lettrr  from 
a  United  States  officer  in  the  Cherokee  country,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that,  while  the  Cherokees  did 
not  mean  to  resist  force,  they  did  mean  to  remain 
upon  their  lands,  passive  and  without  willingly  mov- 
ing a  muscle  towards  going.  Unless  propitiated, 
the  officer  believed  their  removal  would  cost 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  country.  Thus,  said  Mr. 
T.  if  not  propitiated,  U'illions  'must  be  expended 
for  hi-ir  removal;  if  conciliated,  then  the  sum,  com- 
paratively small,  now  proposed  by  this  amendment, 
will  be  expended  humanely  and  nobly.  He  would 
leave  the  choice  between  these  courses  to  all  who 
had  the  hearts  of  men,  and  Iw  could  not  believe  they 
could  hesitate  which  to  choose. 

From  the  first,  all  his  sympathies  had  been  wuth 
the  Cherokees.  He  had  never  viewed  this  New 
Echola  transaction  as  a  treaty.  Had  he  been  in  t!ic 
senate  of  the  United  States  when  it  came  before 
them  fur  ratification,  he  would  not  have  loti  d  for  it 
as  a  treaty;  although  as  a  law  upon  the  ground  that 
congress  Ins  a  right  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  within  those  states,  he  might  have  gone  for 
it.  And  he  would  moreover  say  that,  never  from 
the  day  that  Columbus  discovered  America  till  this 
time,  had  there  ever  been  so  advantageous  a  treaty 
made  with  any  of  the  aborigines  as  this  very  treaty. 
Put  up  at  auction,  the  fee-simple  of  all  the  Chero- 
kee lanila  could  not  yield  so  much,  by  a  great  deal, 
as  tliis  arrangement  conlemplaleg,  over  and  above, 
the  consideration  that  a  fine  territory  also  awaits 
them  west  of  Ih"  Mississippi.  But  all  these  con- 
siderations did  not  make  this  arrangement  a  good 
treaty. 

Mr.  T.  passed  a  high  eulogy  on  the  character  of 
John  Ross,  the  Cherokee  chief,  an  1  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  that  tribe  generally,  to  whose  rapi.l  advance 
in  learning  aud  eivili'/.ation  he  paiil  a  hamisnmo 
tribute.  Oiilering  as  he  di.l.  and  as  he  ev.-rshnuld, 
j  in  most  points,  so  long  as  that  officer  kept  his  pre- 
1  sent  political  associates,  he  still  honored  the  secrc- 
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tary  of  \v:>rior  iK^vins  written   las  ix-cent   coimuu- 
nicdlion  to  the  C'leioUee  ilele^'iition.  . 

Honoring,  as  he  ili.l,  the  feelings  wliicli  had  in- 
fluenced the  secretary  ol  war,  he  -believed  that  he 
was  i;reatly  in  error  in  asking  one  hoiu-'s  (leljy  in 
the  removal  of  the  Iniiia.is.  It  was  a.great,  a  latal 
mistake,  with  relei'ence  to  the  interests  ot  the  In- 
•  dians  themselves.  Mr.  T.  looked  at  it  as.  a  prac- 
ticnl  question,  as  aU  questions  ol  hninanity  were 
practical  questions.  Mr.  T.  knew  the  state  ol 
thinu-s  there;  he  knew  that  the  Indians  would  not 
be  allowed  to  Tecnain;  and  they  ■on;;ht  not.  You 
have  pronounced  the  transaction  at  New  Echota  a 
treaty  by  all  the  lorins  known  to  the  constitution, 
and  the  moment  you  did  so,  the  land  became  as  ab- 
solutely vested  in  the  state  of  Georgia  as  any  other 
foot  ot'  her  soil— as  that  on  which  Mill-dgeville 
stands.  You  li.ive  no  riglit  to  look  beliind  it,  and  to 
disturb  the  rights  of  a  third  party  which  become 
vested  by  it,  no  more  than  you  have  to  reconsider 
the  treaty  of  1S17,  by  which  a  small  Ira^t  of  coun- 
try was  added  to  his  own  (Mr.  T.'s)  district.  He 
repeated,  that  Georgia's  right  was  complete;  that 
the  moujent  this  government  hesitated  to  give  her 
possession,  she  would  take  it,  as  it  was  her  right 
and  dutv  to  do. 

Mr.  T.  concluiled  by  avowing  his  readiness  to 
vote  the  .aiUlitional  sum  proposeci  in  theamendm  -nt 
under  consideration,  not  only  to  quiet  the  Chero- 
kee', but  his  own  conscience;  and  by  declaring  that 
he  looked  with  no  little  apprehension  upon  the  ef- 
fects of  the  policy  which  was  going  on,  of  concen- 
trating, on  the  northwestern  frontier  of  the  coun- 
try, every  element  of  fury  and  revenge.  He  would 
rather  that  thtse  peo|ile  should  go  there  with  kind- 
ness in  their  hearts  towards  the  whites,  as  friends, 
not  as  deailiv  foes. 

Messrs.  Uwlerwood,  HowarJ,  Reed,  Cambreleng, 
Pope,  McK-ij,  and  PeimybiCner  followed  in  adesiii- 
tory  debate  upon  the  eiiect  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bell,  and  that  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  ailjirs  together.  Their  remarks  were  mostly 
inaudible  to  tile  reporter,  .such  had  become  the  con- 
fusion and  disorder  in  the  hall. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  he  had  fi.rborne  to  say  what  he 
had  desired  in  co:iimittee  of  tlie  whole, 'with  the 
understanding  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  debate 
upon  tlie  billiii  tlie  house.  Every  body  had  seem- 
ed to  know  all  about  it,  and  to  be  perfectly  prepared 
to  vote.  During  llie  debate  in  committee,  gentle- 
men had  gone  whithersoever  they  saw  fit,  and  had 
left  th-,'ir  seats  vacant  day  alter  d.iy.  Just  at  night- 
fall they  had  now  assembled  to  vote  on  the  bill  and 
the  amenduients  proposed,  and  no  two  of  thein 
conld  now  agree,  it  v\"ould  seem,  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  amendinenis,  or  to  tlie  cliaracter  of  the  bill. 
And  so.  Slid  Mr.  Wise,  we  must  begin  this  whole 
debate  over  again.  For  himself,  he  had  matter 
enough  upon  liis  hands,  in  relition  to  the  two  chap- 
ters of  the  bill,  the  Seminole  and  Cherokee  cliap- 
ters,  lo  occupy  him  in   a  speech  of  several   hours, 

yet [H're   ensued  cries  of  *'Go  on!    Go   on!" 

"Qaeslioii!  Question"  "Adjourn!  Adjourn!"  Sec.] 
Mr.  .^(V/iams,  of  N.  C,  (Mr.  Wise  yieldieng  the 
floor  for  tlie  purpose,)  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr. 
SAep/of  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
not  or-lereil.  Mr.  Petiikia  asked  for  tellers,  which 
was  urd^reil.  And  the  house,  (at  a  quarter  before 
eight  o'clock,)  by  a  vote  of  ayes  SS,  noes  81,  ad- 
journed. 

Silariiatj,  Jtiiie  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  C«m4r<>?p;i!!;-, 
the  Indian  hostility  bill,  with  all  the  amendments 
pronosed  thereto,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The   Speaker  laid   before   the  house  a  message 
from  the  pr'siilent  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting the  following  report  from  tlie  secretary  of  state: 
Dcp'rrtment  nr  Slafe, 

Washin'iioii,  May  .31,  1S38. 
To  the  Prcshlent  of  Ihe  Uniled  SLiles: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  wliom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  2Sth 
instant,  requesting  the  president  to  coinmnnicate 
to  that  house,  if  not  incompatible  with  tiie  public 
interests,  any  correspondence  not  heretofore  com- 
municated, between  this  sovernineni  and  that  of  the 
republic  of  Te.xas,  and  also  with  the  government  of 
any  other  countrv,  relating  to  the  annexation  of  the 
said  republic  of  Texas  to  the  United  States:  and  to 
inform  the  house  whether  the  application  for  the 
said  government  nf  Texas  to  tlie  United  States,  for 
admission  into  thisnnion,  has  been  withdrawn,  has 
the  honor  to  report  to  the  president,  that  all  the 
correspondence  between  this  government  and  that 
of  Texas,  respecting  the  annexation  ol*  that  republic 
to  the  Uniled  States,  has  been  already  communi- 
cated to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  that  the 
propo.iilion  of  annexation,  made  by  the  Texiaii 
government,  having  been  disposeil  of  in  that  corres- 
pondence, has  not  been  since  deemed  within  the 
control  of  the  United  States. 


No  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  such  an- 
nexalion  has  taken  place  between  this  government 
and  that  of  any  other  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Foesvth. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Urom^oole,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  iinco//!  again  made  an  ap]ieal  to  the  humani- 
ty of  the  house  in  favor  of  the  workmen  who  had 
been  employed  on  the  new  treasury  building,  and 
moved  a  resolulion  setting  apait  a  portion  of  Mon- 
day next  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  remov- 
ing the  wall  of  tliat  building  and  the  erection  of  a 
new  jtost  ofhce. 

Much  opposition  was  made  to  the  resolulion,  but 
Mr.  Lincoln  having  modified  it  so  as  to  set  apart 
Friday  next,  from  10  o'clock  till  l,for  the  conside- 
ration of  that  bill,  the  previous  question  was  called 
by  Mr.  Craig,  seconded  and  carried,  and  the  leso- 
lulion,  as  modified  was  then  agreed  to  by  a  very 
large  majority.  So  Friday  next  at  Id  o'clock  is 
assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  obtained  leave  to  report 
bills  from  their  respective  committees,  which  will 
be  noticed  in  their  pro;;ress. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tar}'  of  war,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  commis- 


of  the  American  Revolution,"  published  by  .M.-ssrs. 
Clarke  and  Force;  and  that  he  deliver  a  like  num- 
ber of  copies  to  each  ol  those  officers  of  every  suc- 
ceeding volume  of  that  work,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  same  ?hall  have  been  delivered  to  him  by 
the  publishers. 

Aui  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary  of 
the  senate  and  clerk  ol  the  house  of  representatiies 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  of  the  co|iie3  soi 
furnished,  to  distribute  one  to  each  member  of  the" 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  to  each 
territorial  delegate  of  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  con- 
gresses, who  are  not  entitled  'o  receive  the  same! 
under  some  former  act  or  resolution  of  congress. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  asked  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  uf  considering! 
this  resolution;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  reso-| 
lution  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  en-| 
grossment  of  this  resolution,  but  were  not  ordered, 
and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  foi 
a  third  reading  this  day. 

Mr.  Adams  (when  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
was  called  for  petititions)  rose,  and  said  that  ht; 
held  in  his  hand  certain  joint  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  ol  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 


of  Indian  alfair=.  fiirJiishing  as  correctly  as  '  trade   in   the   District   of  Columbia;  that,  upon  a 
possible  the  iiiforniatio:i  call»d  for  by  a  resolution    former  day,  other  similar  resolutions  of  that   stati 
h  ult.,  in   relation  to  the 
I  the  amounts  paid 


of  the  house  of 
valuation  of  impi 
thereon  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  ol"  IS.'iS. 

Mr.  Gre;inf/i  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
anil,  the  rules  being  suspended,  the  same  was  agreed 
to  by  the  house: 

Jissolved,  That  all  private  bills  proviiling  for  pen- 
sions or  payments  to  the  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers be  added  to  the  sjiecial  order  of  assignment 
for  this  day. 

Ttie  house,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order  of 
the  29th  iilt.,  resolved  itself  into  a  comniiltee  of  the 
whole  house,  (Mr.  Elmore  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bills  reported  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims,  and  on  the  other  bills  included  in  said  order; 
and  having  considered  them  severally,  reported  them 
lo  the  house,  when  they  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  on  Mond.iy  next. 

[At  three  c'cloi-k,  a  division  of  the  committee  |  be  laid  on  the  table 
disclosed  the  fact  that  no  quorum  was  present.  |  objection   to  their  bi 


had  been  laid  upon  the  table;  whereupon,  nis  col 
league  had  moved  to  withdraw  them  from  Ihe  table 
which  motion  was  still  pending.  Mr.  A.  said  h( 
should  not  olfcr  the  resolutions  until  this  motion  o 
his  colleague  should  have  been  acted  on,  and  j 
should  be  ascertained  whether  Ihe  house  would  o 
would  not  deliberately  decide  lo  lay  on  Ihe  tabliil 
without  reading,  without  printing,  without  con' 
sideration,  the  joint  resoli:tions  of  the  legislature  o 
a  sovereign  state  of  Ihe  union. 

Mr.  Ingham  ( Ihe  state  of  Connecticut  being  callei 
for  petitions)  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  le* 
gislature  of  that  state,  ex[iressive  of  the  opinio' 
that  the  resolution  of  the  21st  Dt-cember  last,  w  here 
by  all  memorials  upon  Ihe  subject  of  slavery  wef| 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  should  be  rescinded.  H 
moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ci(s/(//i(/n  moved  that  these  joint  resolulion 
Mr.  /«g/»;7«  said  he  had  n 
g  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabli 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duiicnu  to  adjourn, 
but  negatived;  and  a  call  of  t!ie  house  was  ordered. 

The  list  of  members  was  called  through.  Mr. 
Mercer  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  un- 
der the  call;  but  the  house  refused.  Mr.  Petrikin 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and  the  names  of 
the  members  present  to  be  entered  on  the  journal; 
but  this  motion  was  pronounced  out  of  order.  Mr. 
Adams  suggested  it  would  be  better  to  place  upon 
the  record  a  list  of  members  absent.  The  absen- 
tees were  then  calleil,  and  excuses  received.  A 
quorum  appearing,  the  house  went  again  into  com- 
mittee, and  having  gone  through  with  the  residue 
of  the  bills  conmitted  to  them,  rose,  and  reported 
a  part  of  the  bills,  and  asked  and  oblained  leave  to 
sit  again  on  the  remainder.]  All  other  bills  of  Ihe 
character  of  the  above  were  either  not  reported  from 
the  committee,  or,  being  partly  considered,  were 
postponed.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josephine 
Nourse  having  been  reported,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  ordering  it  to  a  thud  reading, 

Mr.  Underwood  opposed  it,  and  called  for  expla- 
nation from  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  who  had  reported 
the  bill.  Mr.  Misomxnd  Mr.  Gre«ne// replied,  when, 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Tarney,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday.  June  4.  Mr.  Philips,  of  Massachusetts, 
after  some  weeks'  abs'jiice,  upon  unavoidable  busi- 
ness at  liome,  took  his  seat  this  morning. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice, 
and  appropriately  referred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
Ihe  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance  with  Ihe  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  the  2il  March,  1837,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  contemplated  bridge  across  the  Ohio  at 
Wheeling. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  gave  notice  that,  as  sonii  as  the 
call  of  the  states  fur  petitions  should  be  finished,  he 
should  move  to  take  up  the  Indian  hostility  appro- 
priation bill. 

Pelitions  were  now  called  for,  when  a  large  num- 
ber were  presentetl. 

IMr.  Cashing  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
joint  resolutii.in: 

liesolred  by  ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatires 
of  tfie  United  States  of  America  in  congress  nssem- 
bled.  That  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
Slates  be  authorized  and  ilirected  to  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  41)  copies,  and  to  the  clerk 
ol  the  house  of  representatives  361).  (in  addition  to 
the  number  which  he  is  now  authorized  to  deliver 
to  those  oliicei's,)  of  tlie  1st  volume  of  the  4th  se 
ries  now  published  of  the  "Documentary  History 


but  he  did  hope  the  house  would  order   them  to  b 

firinted.     The  printing  was  ordered,  and  they  wet 
aid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grantland, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  Ihe  United  State 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  any  comini; 
nication  which  may  have  been  received  by  him,( 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  from  the  governors  of  th 
states  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee 
Alabama,  on  the  proposition  of  John  Ross  and  h 
associates  for  extending  the  time  of  removing  th 
Cherokee  Indians  from  those  slates. 

On  n.olion  of  Mr.  Owens, 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  committee  on  mannfaclun.' 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency 
passing  a  general  law  exempting  from  duty  iron  in 
ported  into  the  United  States  lor  the  constrnctid 
of  iron  steamboats;  as  also  into  Ihe  expediency  ( 
allowing  Gis^away  B.  Lamar,  of  Savannah,  Geo 
gia,  to  iu'.]irn't,  free  of  duty,  iron  materials  lor  th 
construction  of  two  iron  steamboats;  also,  into  th 
expediency  of  remitting  the  duty  stipulated  to  I 
paid  by  the  Iron  Steamboat  Company  of  Georg 
on  iron  imported  by  said  company  for  the  constrU' 
tion  of  an  iron  steamboat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers, 

Resolved,  That  the  conmiltee  on  revolutionar 
claims  tak'e  into  consideration  the  propiiety  of  pn 
viding  by  law  for  the  issue  of  land  scrip  for  tl 
satisfaction  of  such  warrants  for  bounty  land 
have  issued,  or  may  hereafter  issue,  for  revolutio) 
ary  services. 

Mr.  Kilgore  wished  to  offer  the  following,  but,  I 
reception  being  objected  lo,  he  waived  his  purpoi] 
for  the  present: 

"Resolved  6y  the  senate  and  house  of  representaiid 
of  the  Umied  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assc/nblei 
That  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Jilt 
23d,  1836,  entitf-d  "An  act  to  regulate  the  deposit 
of  the  public  money,"  as  prohibits  the  riceipt 
the  notes  or  bills"  of  specie-pa\  ing  banks  whit 
have  issued  since  the  4th  of  Ma'icli,  1836,  notes  i 
bills  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  b 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  pcric 
of  two  years. 

And  A.'  it  further  resolved.  That  the  operation 
the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836,  entitle 
"An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment, 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  Ihe  Uniti 
States  for  the  year  1836,"  be,  and  the  same  iaheri 
by,  suspended  for  the  period  of  two  years. 
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The  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
L"  li^iana,  on  the  IHth  March  last,  rcliitivi'  lotnocli- 
lyni.;  llie  judiciary  syslein  of  the  United  States  so 
as  lo  at>olish  the  chanci^ry  practice  irj  the  courts  of 
llie  United  States  lor  Iha  slate  ol' Louisiana,  was 
CLiimdered  and  agreed  to,  with  the  following  iiiodi- 
lic  lUon;  "And  that  the  said  committee  inquire  also 
inn  the  expediency  ol' repealins;  so  much  of  the 
oiMh  section  of  an  act  of  congress  entitled  'An  act 
t,i  .-t  iblish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Slatfs." 
aiii'ruved  September  24Ih,  17S9,  as  dispenses  with 
ni'iice  to  parties,  according  to  the  provisions  ofsaid 
act,  where  they  reside  at  a  distance  of  more  than 
0.1 '  hundred  uiih  s  from  the  place  of  trial." 

i1ii  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

ll'''olceit.  That  the  committee  on  revolutioriiiry 
p 'i^iuns  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
thi  Kiw  requiring  pension-rs  who  fail  to  claim  pay- 
iji'  nt  of  their  pensions  lor  the  space  of  two  months, 
to  ipply  at  the  treasury  ilepartment,  and  of  making 
)ii  '.  ision  hy  law  for  the  payment  at  the  most  con- 
V'  ni  rit  pension  agency,  upon  salislactorv  proof  of 
iliiitily,  and  explanation  of  the  cau.se  ol  any  delay 
in  claiming  payment,  or  of  making  such  provision 
by  law  as  will  authorize  the  pension  agents  to  give 
to  pensioners  orders  or  drafts  on  the  treasury  de- 
partment for  the  atnouni  due  them. 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose,  and  asked  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  at  what  time  it  was 
his  i.itention  to  bring  forward  the  bill  to  establish 
an   indeperjdent  Ireasi.ryf 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  in  the  course  of  next 
week. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelenp;,  the  Indian  hos- 
tility appropriation  bill  was' again  taken  up,  with 
the  amendments  reporteil  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  fl^ise  took  the  floor,  and  went  at  length  into 
the  subject,  sustaining  the  amendments,  opposing 
the  bill  as  reported,  and  reviewing  all  the  argu- 
ments on  the  other  side,  with  much  earnestness  and 
minuteness. 

Mr.  Wise  was  (ollowed  by  Mr.  Graham, of  jN'orth 
Carolina,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  was 
now  but  one  alternative;  the  Cherokees  must  leave 
the  country;  and  that  extermination  would  be  the 
necessary  conseqi:erice  of  the  non-removal,  tbrth- 
with.  of  those  people.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
auiendment  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  in  favor  of  that  presen- 
ted by  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian  atiaiis. 

Mr.  Bidite  went  at  length  into  an  exauiinationof 
the  manner  in  which  the  late  cimpaijns  against  the 
Indians  have  been  conducted,  and  into  a  general 
opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Downing,  nf  Florida.  When  Mr.  D.  had  con- 
cluded his  remarks  in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in 
response  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  reviewed  his 
former  speech  upon  tliis  questiori,  many  cries  ol 
question  were  raised  from  ail  parts  of  the  house; 
in  the  midst  of  which,  Mr.  Cushmnn,  of  New 
Hampshire,  rose  and  saiil  that  he  should  like  very 
well  to  be  permitted  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs; but  really  lie  could  see  no  prospect  of  any 
immediate  termination  of  this  wide  ami  protracted 
debate,  save  by  the  action  of  that  very  useful  rule 
of  the  house,  the  previous  question;  which  he 
moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  iVise  liere  asked  the  Chair  what  that  ques- 
tion would  be.' 

The  Clinir  re)dic-d,  on  the  engrossment  and  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  without  the  amendments  report- 
ed to  the  house  by  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Hamer  then  demanded  whether  or  not  either 
of  the  amendnents  reported  by  tlie  committee  of 
the  whole  had  been  adopted? 

The  Chair  responded  in  the  negative:  and  the 
house  then  refused  to  second  the  previous  question, 
62  only  voting  (by  tellers)  in  the  allirmative,  the 
noes  not  counted. 

Then  ensued  mo-t  deafening  and  vociferous  cries 
for  the  question!  from  the  bouse,  and  order!  from 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BiiUle  then  got  the  floor,  and  responded  to 
some  pas.sages  in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Downing. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  vindicated  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  in  the  Seminole  rampai::ns  against 
the  imputation  of  having  refused  to  do  their  duly, 
and  to  labor,  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  general 
Jesiip,  in  some  of  his  oliicial  communications,  and 
which  h.nl  been  drawn  into  this  argument. 

Alter  he  linislied,  a  few  more  words  of  explana- 
tion ensued  between  Messrs.  Biddle  and  Downing, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  a'nendinents 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  the  whole.  Seven 
arcendments,  going  materially  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations as  orisiually  demanded,  were  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  mo- 
tion of  M.-.  Cainbre  eng.  And  then  the  question 
recurred  upon  the  following  amendment,  as  offered 
by  Mr.  Bell: 


Add  to  the  end  of  the  hill  the  follow  ing: 
••  Pruiided.  Ttiat,  if  the  president  shall  ascerlaiii 
that  all  discontent  and  further  opp.ositioii  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  live  can  be 
allayed  or  avoided,  by  allowing;  an  additional  com- 

1>cnsation  for  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
ly  the  said  treaty,  and  lluit  the  government  may 
thereby  be  saved  the  expense  of  keeping  on  foot 
the  large  military  loice  in  the  Cherokee  country 
now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized  lo  apply 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  the  sum  n|)- 
propriated  by  this  act  to  tlial  object." 

Mr.  Graluim,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  if  an 
amendment  jtroposeil  by  a  sfanding  committee  did 
not  lake  precedence  of  one  olfered  by  an  individual 
ineinaer? 

The  CAairsaid.in  reply,  that  the  queslion  should 
be  taken,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  the  amend- 
ments in  the  order  in  which  they  were  reported  to 
the  house  by  the  coiuiniltfe  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng  here  took  leave  to  say  to  the 
house  that  the  amendment  under  consideration  was 
not  the  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  aliairs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejecled  by  the  lollowins  vote: 

YEAS— Messi-s.  .Vdams,  Alexander.  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Avcrigg.  Bell,  Biddle,  Bon  1,  liorden, 
Brig-s,  William  B!  Calhoun,  William  B.Carter, 
Chambers,  Clieatliain,  Childs,  Corwin,  Crockett, 
Cushins,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everell,  Ewing.  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, R.  Garland,  Gr.odo,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Hall.  Halsted.  Hailan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes.  Henry,  Herod,  Holluian,  H.  Johnson,  Ken- 
nedy, Ivilioie,  Lincoln  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer.  Mitchell,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Navlor,  Noves,  Ogle,  P^iriuen- 
ter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prenliss, 
Rarideii,  Randol[)h,  Rod,  Ridgway,  Robinson. 
Ruuisev,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  C. 
Shepard,  Slade,  South-ate,  Stanly,  Str.itton, Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  Tilliughast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey.  Lewis,  Williams,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke— 90. 

NAYS — .Messrs.,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beally,  Beiri.e,  Bicknell,  Binl.sall,  Boon, 
Bonldin,  Biodliead,  Brouson,  Buchanan,  Bynnin, 
Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Casey,  Chancy,  Cliapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da- 
veo,  D.-Gralf,  Droiiigoole,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Farringtou,  Fairheld,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup, 
J.  Garland,  J.  Graham,  Granlland,  Grant,  Grif- 
fin, Haley,  Hammond,  Himer,  Harrison.  Haw- 
kins, Haynes.  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson.  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensriiith,L,egare, 
Leadbelter,  Logan,  Lnomis,  Lyon,  Mallorv,  Mar- 
tin, MeKav,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  iMcClel- 
lan,  McClure,  Miller,  .Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Noble,  Owens,  Parris,  Paynler,  Pennvbacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Reily',  Renclier,  Richard- 
son, Rives,  Sawyer,  Shetler,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sny- 
der, Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas, Titus, 
Toiicey,  Towns,  Tiirnev,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,'  Sherod  Williams,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Yell— 112. 

The  queslion  then  recurred  on  (he  following 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
aliairs: 

"Sec.  — .  .Ondbe  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  fur- 
ther Slim  of  one  million  lorty-seven  thousand  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Ireasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
in  full,  for  all  the  objects  specihed  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  snppleinentaiy  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  for 
the  furthi  r  object  of  aiding  in  the  subsistence  of 
said  Indians  lor  oneyear  alter  their  removal  west: 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  money 
shall  be  dedticted  from  the  five  millions  stipulated 
to  be  paid  to  said  tribe  of  Indians  by  said  treaty: 
.ind  provided  further.  That  the  said  Indians  shall 
receive  no  benefit  from  the  said  appropriation  un- 
less they  shall  complete  their  emigration  within 
such  time  as  the  president  shall  deem  raasnnahle, 
and  without  coercion  on  the  part  of  the  goitrn- 
ment. 

"Sec.  — .  ./Ind  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  for 
satisfying  all  claims  for  arrearages  of  annuities,  for 
supplying  blankets  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  who  are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  which  may  be  necessary  for  their  com- 
fortable removal,  and  for  medicines  and  medical 
assistance,  and  lor  such  other  purposes  as  the  presi- 
dent shall  deem  proper  to  facilitate  the  removal  of 
the   Cherokees,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 


appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  tnasnry  not 
otherwise  appiopriated." 

Mr.  .Vc/urv  aski  d  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  that  the  first  suction  of  the  anundmenl  be  acted 
on  first. 

Mr.  Cusliman  demandril  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
thisaineiidinent.     Order,  d. 

The  first  division  ol  the  auundmcnt  was  adopted 
by  the  f.illowiim  voti : 

■  YEAS— Messr..  Adams.  Alexander.  H,  All^n, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson.  Andrews.  Alheilon.  Ay- 
criug.  Banks,  Beally.  Beime.  Bell  Bicku'll.  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Borilen.  Bii"gs,  Brodlnad, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  C:.n,br.  hn*', 
W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Camphell,  Cartir.  Chanajers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cleveland, 
Clowney.  Corwin.  Ciary,  Crockett.  Cushine;.  ("ush. 
man.  D.irlington,  Dawson,  Davep,  Davies,  Di  Graff, 
Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Duncan.  Dunn,  Edwards.  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett.  Ewin:;,  Farringlon,  Fair- 
field,  R.  Fletcher.  I.  Fletcher.  Fillmore,  Frv,  Gal- 
Inp,  J.  Garland.  R.  Garlan.l.  Goode,  J.  Graham.  W. 
Graham,  Grantl.ind.  Granl.  Graves,   Gri  nn.  II.  lla- 

lev.  Hall,  Halsted,  llim.ncmd.  Ih r.  Harlan,  liar- 

per.  Hastin:;s,  Haw,  s.  Hawkins.  Heiov,  11  rod, 
Ilol/n.an.  Hopkins.  Howard.  Hubley.  W'.  11.  Hun- 
ter. R.  i'\I.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.' B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Jenifer.  II.  JohnsrMi.  J  .  .lohnson.  i\.  Jcuies, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kiem.  Keinhli'.  Kennedy.  Kil^ore, 
Kliniensuiilh,  Leuare.  Leadbetlir.  I,ii,(oln,  Logan, 
Loo;:;:s,  Lynn.  Mallory.  Marvin.  S.  Mason.  MaTtin, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  McClnie.  Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee,  Mereer,  Milligan,  Miller.  Milch- 
ell.  Moore,  MorL'an,  M.  lUorris,  S.  W.  Moriis.  0. 
Morris.  Naylor,  Noble.  Noyes.  Ogle.  Owens,  Par- 
inenter.  Parris,  Patterson.  Paynli  r,  Pttk.  Pinny- 
backer.  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips.  Pope.  PoMs.  Pot- 
ter. S.  S.  Prenti.ss.  Rariden,  Rai.d.  Iph.  Reed.  Roily, 
Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Shell,  r,  A.  II.  Shep- 
perd, C.  Shepard.  Sliiel.l.s,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Sooth- 
gate,  Speiiciu-,  Stanly,  Stuart.  Stone.  Stiaiton.  Ta- 
liaferro. Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tillini;hast, 
Titus,  Toland,  Toncev,  Vand.u-vper.  Wa-ener, 
Webster,  W.>eks,  J.  Wl,itp.  E.  Whittlesey.  T.  T. 
Whitlles.  V.  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams.  J.  W,  Wil- 
liain.=.  C.  H.  Williams.  Wise.  Word.  Yorke— 189. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bonldin.  Cyniim,  Casey.  Coles, 
Connor,  Grilfin,  Harrison,  Havnes,  A.  McChllao, 
Sawyer,  Snyder,  Towns,  Turiiey,  Underwood. 
Yell— 15. 

The  queslion  recurring  on  the  second  division, 
'  Mr.  McKiii/  said  he  would  explain  the  grounds 
upon  which  ^e  asked  Ihat  the  queslion  should  be 
decided.  He  objected  to  making  another  appro- 
priation for  the  supply  of  medicines,  8iC,  as  they 
had  been  provided  lor  in  the  other  sections  of  the 
bill,  Besid.',s,  this  section  placed  at  the  disiiosal 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  a  fund  of 
$i;)i),(IO(),  to  be  used  as  .secret  service  money,  to 
buy  up  the  Cherokee  delegation,  and  for  such  .jllier 
purposes  as,  in  his  discretion,  the  prcsirlent  should 
see  fit  to  apply  it  to.     These  were  his  objections. 

Mr  Thompson  susgested  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  McKay.)  so  to  modify  his 
objection  to  this  section  as  to  pn'scribe  the  admin- 
istciing  ol  lobelia  instead  of  calomel,  as  a  cheaper 
drug,  and  so  to  carry  o'lt  this  small  business  of  ob- 
jecting to  petty  expenses.  As  to  the  gentleman's 
dread  ol  placing  secret  seivice  money  in  the  hi^nds 
of  the  executive,  where,  he  woiilil  ask,  were  those 
apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  slumbering,  when 
the  motion  to  place  a  ceilain  3,00n,(loi)  of  dollars  in 
the  hanils  of  the  piesiilent  of  the  United  Slat.-s.  to 
be  used  at  his  discretion,  was  pending  in  that 
house? 

Mr.  Everett  explained,  and  defended  tliis  section. 

The  house  then  adopted  the  second  branch  of 
this  amendment  by  the  following  vote. 

YEAS— Alessrs.  Adams,  Alexan.ler,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton.  Banks, 
Bealty.  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell.  Biddle,  Bir.lsall, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Brings.  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  Byniim,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambre- 
leng, W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Ch-ve- 
land.  Clowney.  Corwin.  Crary,  Crockett.  Cushing, 
Cushman, Darlington,  Dawson,  Dav.e,  Davies,  De- 
Gralf,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards.  Elmore.  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing.  Farringlon,  FairfieM.  Richard 
Fletcher.  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, Gallup,  R,  Garland, 
Goode,  J.  Graham.  Win  Graham.  Graiitland.  Grant, 
Graves,  Grc-nnell.  Haley.  Hall,  Halsted.  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper.  Hastings,  Hawis.  Henry, 
Herod,  Holliniin.  Hopkins,  Howard.  Huhli-v.  W. 
H.  Hunter.  B  M.  T.  Hunter.  Insham,  T.  B.Jack- 
son, Jab"/,  Jackson,  Jenifer.  H  Johnson.  J.  John- 
son, N.  Jones,  J.  W.  J,.nr-s.  Keim,  Kemble.  Ken- 
nedy,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilh,  Legare,  Lea.lbettcr, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lvoii.  Marvin.  .Samson 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan, 
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McCluie,  Mi-iielee,  Mercer,  Millii^an,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  M.  Morris,  S.  \V.  Morris,  C.  iVIorris,  Nay- 
lor,  iVoyes,  Oijle,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Patterson, 
Payiiter,  P  clc,  Peniiybacker,  PetriUin,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Ser;,'eant  S.  Prentiss,  Rari- 
deii,  Kdiidolph,  R-ed,  Reilly,  Reucher,  Richardson, 
R:d;ivay,  Rives,  Robinson,  Riimsey,  Russell,  Ser- 
geant, Shelter,  A  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Blieplor,  Sijde,  Soiithgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stoiio, 
Stratlon,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  f  iilinghast,  Titus, 
Toland,  Xoucev,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  J. 
Wliite,  E.  Wh'ittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Word,  Yorke— 174. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boiildin, Casey,  Coles,  Connor, 
Dromgoole,  Grirtin,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Morgan,  Noble,  Saw- 
yer, Snyder,  Towns,  Tnrney ,  Underwood,  Yell— 20. 
Mr.  Jiverelt  then  ollered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  coine  in  alter  the  ISIh  line  ot  the  bill: 
"tor  making  treaties  with  hostile  Indian  tribes,  ten 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  tbe  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  S4  to  61. 

Mr.  Everett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  main  question.     Lost. 

The  main  question  being  ordered  (without  a  divi- 
sion,) Mr.  Graham,  of  N.  C,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  engrossment.     Lost. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

Being  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  recur- 
ring on  its  passage,  Mr.  /.  L.  WUlwins  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
was  pjssed  by  the  following  vote: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  And.-rson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beally,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Bird.-all, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bu- 
chanan, Byniiui,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Cas;'y,  Cha  nbers,  "  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Ciieatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Crary, 
Cushman.  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Bevies,  De 
Graif,  Drnomgooie,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Gallup.  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Gran', 
Graves,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Herod.  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ii.gham,  T.  B.  Jackson.  Jeneier,  H.  Johnson,  J. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lead- 
better,  Logan.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S. 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert. 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Mc 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potter,  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss, Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Shelter,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Sliepard,  Shield-.  Sheplor,  Sny- 
der, Soul  ligate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taliaferro.  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Toucey,  Towns,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  J.  White,  E.'  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Word— 14.3. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Biddle,  Bouldin, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Dennis,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillinofe,  Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Halsted, 
Huves,  Henry,  Holiman,  Lincoln,  Milli-^-an,  C. 
Morris,  Naylir,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Rarideii,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rumsey.  Sergeant,  Slade, 
htanly,  Sfratton.  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Wise,  Yell,  Yorke— 37. 

On  motion,  the   house  (at  4  o'clock)  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  June  5.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  Monday,  the  11th  of  June  inst., 
after  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  M.,  be  assigned  for  the 
consideration  of  all  such  matters  of  business  as  re- 
late to  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  maybe  then 
peniling  before  the  iiouse. 

The  whole  of  this  day  having,  by  resolution,  been 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  business  relating 
to  the  territories  the  house  went  into  committee  ol 
tlie  whole,  (.\lr.  Sergeant  in  the  chair.)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  territorial  bills, 
upon  which  the  whole  day  was  spent.  [The  most 
important  of  these  bills  w-as  that  from  the  senate  to 
divide  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  into  two  territo- 
ries, and  establish  the  territorial  government  of 
Iowa.  A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  was  negatived.] 

Several  of  the  hills  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  then  finally  passed.  But  the  Iowa  bill  was 
laid  over  for  further  consideration. 
The  house  adjourned  at  five  o'clock. 
Weiliiesdnt),  June  6.  After  the  transaction  of 
some  businesss  of  minor  importance,  the  senate 
bill,  as  amended  by  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  reported  to  the  house,  providing  foi  the  appoint- 


ment of  a  surveyor  of  public   lands  for   Wisconsin 
territory,  was  read  a  third  time  ai.d  passed. 

The  senate  hill,  as  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole  to  the  house,  providing  for  running  and 
marking  the  southern  boundary  "line  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  was  next  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  senate  bill,  as  amended  and  reported  by  the 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  dividing  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  establishing  that  of  lov\a,  was 
next  taken  up. 

This  bill  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Shields,  Mams, 
Bond,  Mercer,  Hnrlan,  Thompson,  Bi/num,an<i  Pope. 
During  the  debate,  the  previous  question  was  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Downing,  but  was  not  seconded  by 
a  inajoriiy. 

Mr.  Bond  having  moved  (in  the  course  of  the 
debate)  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  governor  from 
#2,(1(10  to  $1,5110,  and  as  Indian  a;ent  from  S.'l,500 
to  .81,000,  Mr,  Bronson  accepted  the  proposition  as 
a  modification  to  his  motion.  Mr.  Thompson  mov- 
ed to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  the  house 
by  a  vote  of  42  yeas  to  134  nays,  negatived  the  mo- 
tion. 
The  follewing  was  then  the  state  of  the  question: 
The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  reads:  "The  governor  shall  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  :St2,0(m  as  governor,  and  $1,500  as 
superintenilent  of  Indian  affairs." 

Mr.  Bond  had  moved  an  amendment  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  amend  by  giving  $1,500  as  go- 
vernor, and  $1,000  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  the  question  now  pending  is,  will 
the  house  agree  to  the  amendment  ado|ited  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole?  The  amendment  was 
then  adopted.  Mr.  Mercer  proposed  to  amenti  the 
hill  by  striking  from  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
"from  and  after  the  3d  July  next,"  and  to  insert 
"when  Wisconsin  shall  become  a  state."  Lost.  Mr. 
Bell  moved  that  the  salary  of  the  judges  for  the 
new  territory  be  reduced  'from  $1,800  to  $1,500. 
Adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
being  read,  and  the  question  being  upon  its  passage, 
after  a  kw  remarks  from  Mr.  Ewing,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  Mr.  Cushman  moved  the^previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded  and  ordered;  and  the 
house  thin  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  bill,  as 
amended,  and  it  was  passed  by  the  follovsing  vote: 
Yeas  lis,  nays  51. 

The  Iiouse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  "to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin,  tor  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  openin?  a 
canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michio-an  with 
those  of  Rock  river."  " 

Several  amendments  (of  which  a  more  accurate 
description  than  can  now  be  given  will  be  furnish- 
ed) were  ottered  and  acted  on. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson, 
took  up  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  legislative  coun- 
cil of  the  territory  of  Florida;  to  which  certain 
amendments  were  offered  and  acted  on;  and  next 
in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  completion  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Wisconsin;  to  which  no  amend- 
ment was  offered.  The  committee  then  took  up 
the  bill  authorizing  certain  roads  in  Florida,  which 
was  also  passed  without  amendment.  The  sen- 
ate bill  to  make  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin  was 
next  considered.  Amendments  to  this  bill  were 
offered  and  acted  on.  The  bills  making  ppovision 
lor  a  university  in  Wisconsin,  and  for  a  railroad  in 
Florida,  were  then  considered,  amended,  and  order- 
ed to  be  reported.  At  this  point,  Mr.  Polls  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  acted 
on.     The  motion  prevailed. 

The  house  then  took  up  and  passed  the  senate 
bill  lor  establishing  a  university  in  Wisconsin;  the 
bill  of  this  house  making  certain  roads  in  Florida; 
the  bill  for  coinpletingthe  public  buildings  of  Wis- 
consin; the  Florida  raTlroad  bill,  (with  the  amenrl- 
ment  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  wdiole:)  the 
bill  lor  ihe  making  of  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin, 
(as  amended;)  and  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  terri- 
rial  government  of  Florida. 

The  bill  granting  land  for  the  Milwaukie  canal, 
to  which  amendments  had  been  offered  in  commit- 
tee, came  next  in  order. 

Mr.  Pc/)-iA-(/i  moved  its  postponement  till  to-mor- 
row, and  that  the  bill,  with  amendments,  be  printed- 
wdiich  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  go  again  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  special 


correspondence  upon  the  removal  of  Ihe  Cherokees. 
Mr.  Bronson  renewed  his  proposition  to  go  into 
comniiltee  of  the  whole. 

Pending  this  motion, 

Mr.  McKennan  moved  to  extend  the  special  or- 
der so  as  to  devote  to-morrow  to  the  transaction  of' 
territorial  busiiless.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was 
then  renewed,  and  carried:  Ayes  64,  noes  49. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  7.  But  little  business  of  impor- 
tance was  transacted  this  day,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  sitting  having  been  spent  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to  settlers  on  the  public,"  lands;  several 
amendments  were  offered,  and  others  designated 
and  read  for  information.  But,  without  coming  to 
a  decision  upon  the  bill,  the  committee  rose,  and 
ordered  the  bill  and  amendments  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  surveys  on  the  lakes  and 
in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and,  after  a  renewed  debate  of  some  warmth, 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

Alter  the  committee  had  risen,  Mr.  Thompson 
rose,  and  asked  permission  to  say,  in  reference  to 
words  of  an  exciting  character  which  had  recently 
passed,  in  the  order  of  debate,  between  a  gentleman 
Irom  Pennsylvania  and  a  gentleman  from  Florida, 
that  the  interposition  of  friends,  in  advance  of  any 
communication  between  the  parties,  had  left  to  a 
mutual  disclaimer  of  olfence  and  withdrawal  of  all 
exceptionable  language;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  Hoifman  and  himself,  by  whom 
tlie  adjustment  has  been  made,  both  gentlemen  have 
done  all  that  was  demanded  by  their  established 
haracter  as  gentlemen. 


order. 


A  motion  was  here  made  to  adjourn,  bnt  was 
withdrawn,  tor  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Speaker 
to  present  an  executive  communication,  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  Mr.  Grantland,  with  regard  to  the 


Friday's  proceedings. 
In  senate,  after  Ihe  presentation  and  reference  of 
a  number  of  petitions, 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  senate  bill  to  cscertain  and  mark 
the  southern  boundary  of  Wisconsin,  with  the 
amendments  of  Ihe  other  house  referred  to  them, 
with  other  amendments  from  the  senate  committee, 
merely  changing  "Wisconsin"  into  Joua.  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Iowa  bill  that  recently  passed  the 
senate.  These  amendments  of  the  other  house, 
and  of  the  committee,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
senate.and  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  other  house 
for  their  concurrence  in  the  change  to  "Iowa." 

Mr,  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  in 
compliance  with  the  senate  resolution  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, of  the  3l5t  of  May,  instituting  inquiiies  as  to 
the  competency  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
use  as  depositories,  and  to  receive  the  notes  of 
banks  that,  since  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of 
July,  IS36,  had  suspended  specie  payments,  or  had 
issued  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dol- 
lars: ard,  also,  as  to  Ihe  expediency  of  so  modifying 
that  deposite  act  as  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the 
notes  of  banks  that  had  issued  such  notes,  made  a 
report  on  the  subject,  and  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  printed. 

Subsequently,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  re- 
port was  read;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  considered  it  competent  in 
thesecretary  of  the  treasury  both  to  use  as  deposi- 
tories, and  to  receive  the  notes  of  banks  that  had 
merely  suspended  specie  payments,  but  to  do  nei- 
ther in  regard  to  such  banks  as,  at  any  time  since 
July  4,  1836,  had  issued  any  notes  of  a  denomina- 
tion less  than  five  dollars.  In  so  much  ol  the  report 
the  minority  of  the  committee  were  understood  to 
concur.  The  majority  of  the  committee  were  fur- 
ther of  the  opinion,  in  which  the  minority  did  not 
concur,  that  any  new  legislation  on  the  subject 
would  be  inexpedient,  at  least  till  the  fate  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill  should  be  finally  decided,  as  any 
such  legislation  as  that  proposed  would  inteifere 
with  the  provisions  of  that  measure;  and  would, 
also,  be  acting  against  the  already  expressed  will  of 
the  senate,  in  passing  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

The  motion  to  print  was  followed  by  a  most  ani- 
mated and  earnest  debate,  (to  be  given  hereafter,) 
taking  a  general  range  among  the  various  topics 
less  or  more  remotely  connecte'd  with  this  subject; 
in  which  debate  Messrs.  Webster,  Norvell,  Wright, 
Benton,  and  Kiles,  participated. 

Mr.  Webster  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  nave  no- 
tice that,  in  consequence  of  his  differing  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  provide  further  for  the  colli  ction 
of  the  revenue,  embodying  his  views  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  on  this  subject. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  aay,  of  Alabama,  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  act 
of  January,  1837,  to  make  indemnity  for  the  loss 
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of  horses  and  other  property  io  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  hill  makiii;  appropriations  for  the  suppres- 
sion ol  Iiulian  hostilities  ibi  ]83S,  aiut  for  the  pay- 
merit  of  aricara;,'es  for  1S37,  having  been  reail  a 
third  time,  anil  tlie  question  beiii:;  on  it*  passaije, 
Mr.  Benlon  spuke  at  length  on  various  topic?-  con- 
nected with  the  bill,  particularly  enlo'i/.ins;  those 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  uianagement  of  the 
Florida  war. 

Mr.  Predon  spoke  biiefly  in  reply,  and  in  regard 
to  certain  strictures  on  his  remarks  of  yesterday, 
published  in  the  Globe  of  last  ni^ht,  some  of  which, 
Mr.  P.  slated,  were  in  the  very  words  used  in  the 
senate  by  the  senator  Iroin  Georijia. 

Mr.  Linnpliin  expre:*~ly  denied  all  knowledge  of 
that  publication  before  it  appeared. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  witlioiit  dissent;  and, 
after  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution; 

Jiesolccil,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Stales  for  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  and  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  States  district  judge  of  the  said 
State  in  atlemptin;  to  remove  the  clerk  of  the  said 
district  and  circuit  courts  without  suliicient  cause. 

Mr.  CItii/imiin  objected;  and  Mr.  Lincoln  claimed 
that  the  special  order  of  the  day  (respecting  the 
public  buildings)  be  enforced.  .Mr.  Chiijiman  then 
withdrew  his  objection  to  Mr.  JohnsoiTs  motion, 
and  the  resolution  was  otfered  anil  adopted. 

The  house  ne.\t  took  up  the  special  order,  being 
the  bill  providing  lor  the  removal  of  the  treasury 
buildin-. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Pope  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  that  bill. 

The  pending  motion  was  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
in,'  clause  of  the  bill,  (to  reject  it.) 

.Mr.  Xaytor  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  went  at 
so  II  ■  len.;th  into  a  defence  of  the  bill. 

-Mr.  Keim  opposed  the  bill,  replying  to  the  re- 
ID  irks  of  Mr.  Lincoln  mnde  on  a  former  day. 

Mr.  Plait,  of  the  committee,  sustained  the  bill, 
in  reply  to  .Mr.  Keim,  making  statements  with  a 
vi-w  to  show  that  economy,  and  the  necessity  of 
th  ■  eas?.  required  the  takingdown  of  the  buildings. 

Air.  Lincoln  defended  the'bill,  in  reply  to  all  the 
oliji  ctions  ai^ainst  it,  until  the  hour  of  one  o'clock 
aiMved,  at  which  time  the  committee,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  rose,  and  the  Speaker  took  the  chair. 

Tiie  cliairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  jit  again. 

-\  motion  was  made  by  I\[r.  Lincoln,  to  suspend 
tlie  r  lies  lor  the  residue  of  this  day,  in  order  to  go 
a^  lin  into  committee  on  this  bill. 

\V  ^ooj  deal  of  confusion  took  place.  Some 
members  wished  the  committee  to  take  the  ques- 
tion depending  before  the  committee  rose;  but  this 
wii  declared  to  ba  out  of  order,  the  hour  having 
expired.  Others  wished  the  motion  so  modified 
lh.it  or.iy  one  hour  slioiild  be  allowed  for  the  fur- 
th  r  consideration  of  the  hill.  This  was  especially 
ur,'i-d  by  Mr.  S.'ierrod  Williams,  of  Kentucky. — 
31 1.  Veil  wished  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
t.iM...] 

1  lie  question  bein:;  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  mo- 
ti  ill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
sii-pended,  and  tlie  house  immediately  went  again 
ia'ii  coininittee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Pope  again 
taki'ij^  the  chair,)  and  the  debate  proceeded. 

.\fler  iMr.  Lincoln  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
(aliich,  with  the  rest  of  the  deb.ite,  we  will  here- 
al!rr  lay  before  our  readers,)  the  question  was  ta- 
lc II  upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
1.!  :ii^?  of  the  bill. 

A  Her  three  attempts,  a  quorum  having  been  fonnd 
P'Mfit,  this  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  59, 
111.   s  tlti. 

I'he  amendment  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  being  as  fol- 
lovvs,  was  then  adopted: 

■Strike  out  in  the  2d  section  all  after  the  word 
'appropriated,'  where  it  first  occurs,  and  insert: 
'Any  unexpended  balances  remaining  in  the  trea- 
sury fro.Ti  former  appropriations  to  the  construction 
of  a  treasury  building,  not  exceeding  $i50,0(IO,  in 
ad  liiion  to  the  materials  to  be  taken  from  the  trea- 
sury buildings.'  " 

The  following  amendment  was  then  offered  by 
Mr.  Rencher: 

",lnd  be  it  further  eniuted.  That  there  shall  bt 
erected,  on  or  near  the  former  site,  a  plain  substan- 
tial fire-proof  building  for  the  treasury  departmeni, 
constructed  of  brick,  and  corresponding  in  style  and 
architecture  with  the  three  other  executive  build- 
inijs;  and  that  for  this  purpose  there  be  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  sum  of  $5O,00U." 


This  was  debated  hy  Messrs.  Rencher,  Mercer, 
U'illinms,  of  N.  C,  Lincoln,  Ererelt.  and  Duncan. 
Mr.  Rcncher's  amciidnicnt  was  then  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  (on  motion,)  and  re- 
ported the  bill  as  amended.  Mr.  S.  Williams  moved 
to  l.iy  it  on  the  table.  Pending  which,  Mr.  S. 
H'illiums  moved  a  call  of  the  house.     Ordered. 

One  biiiidred  and  Ibrty  members  answering  to 
their  names, 

Mr.  Afiircin  moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr. 
Duncan  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Air.  Marvin 
withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend,  and  the  list  of  ab- 
sentees was  called  for  excusi  s. 

Excuses  were  made  for  the  following  members. 
Tliose  italicised  wern  not  excused.  The  remainder 
were. 

Messrs.  ^j/crigg,  {absent  from  town.)  Binlsall, 
Biiiyn.  Buchanan,  Cdhoun,  of  Ky.,  Colfin,  C'lan- 
sti>n,  Curtis,  E»in,'.  (all  illne.ss,)  Glascoctc,  (ab- 
sence at  home  on  private  business,)  Gray,  (gone 
home  on  business.) 

[At  this  point,  ^Ir.  Riibrrlson  moved  that  the  call 
be  suspended.  Mr.  Duncan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Not  ordered.  Mr.  Uoberlson's  inolion 
to  suspend  the  call  was  rejected;  and  it  proceeded.! 
Messrs.  Rliett,  McCliiie  (left  lor  home  with  his 
wife  who  is  indisposed,)  and  Miller,  (illness.) 
The  list  bein;  finished.  Mr.  Sibley  moved  for  a 
suspension  of  the  call,  (many  members  being  ah- 
sent,)  but  the  motion  did  not  pr.vail.  Mr.  Pci/(s 
renewed  the  inolion  (the  rule  of  the  house,  pre- 
sciihiiig  tlie  action  oflhe  house  in  such  cases,  hav- 
ing intervened)  to  suspend  the  proceedings  under 
the  call,  and  it  prevailed.  iMr.  Sherrod  Williams' 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  (able  was  then  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Lincoln  demanded  the  yeas  and  navs; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  prevailed  by 
the  following  vote:  Yeas  S9,  nays  S2. 

So  the  bill  lies  u|ion  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  private  bills,  a  large  number  of 
which  were  passed.  After  which  the  house,  on 
motion,  adjourned. 


CURO.VICLE. 

Fire  at  Nantucket.  The  Boston  Jlercantile  Jour- 
nal gives  the  following  particulars  of  a  destructive 
file  at  Nantucket: 

"Nantucket,  Jane  2,   133S. 

"A  fire  broke  out  in  J.  James'  steam  lopewalk. 
on  South  Beach,  so  calkd,  about  three  o'clock  this 
morning.  It  spread  very  rapidly,  and  in  about  three 
hours  and  a  hall  it  entirely  demolished  about  twenty- 
five  buildings,  among  which  were  the  ropewalk, 
three  large  oil  and  candle  manufaclorics,  besides 
some  smaller  ones — a  boat  builder's  shop,  and  ten 
dwelling  houses,  besides  a  number  of  other  build- 
ings. The  quantity  of  oil  connected  with  the  sheds 
in  this  s-- clion  of  the  town  was  very  large.  The 
los-'  cannot  yet  be  ac  rtaiiied,  but  it  is  generally 
thought  tha't  it  cannot  iM  shnrt  of  from  three  to 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars!" 

A  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post  says  that 
from  15(1,000  to  200,000  gallons  of  oil  were  con- 
sumed, together  with  all  the  contents  of  the  va- 
rious houses  and  shops — loss  variously  estimated, 
piobablv  not  exceeding  o;ie  hundred  and  fijli/  thou- 
snnd  dollars.  "Tlie  greatest  losers  are  said  to  be 
James  Athearn,  D.  Jones,  P.  H.  Folger,  Nathaniel 
Hiissey  !<i  Brother,  Joseph  James,  Matthew  Cros- 
i  by,  and  French  &.  Coffin.  The  wind  being  at  the 
I  south,  and  very  fresh,  strong  fears  v\'ere  entertained 
that  all  the  pronerly  from  Commercial  wharf  to  the 
new  north  would  fall  a  sacrifice,  but  the  flames  were 
at  last  arrested  by  blowing  up  five  wooden  buildings, 
which  left  so  large  a  space  that  the  fire  was  soon 
under  control." 

A  letter  Irom  the  editor  of  the  Nantucket  In- 
quirer estimates  the  loss  at  about  ®3fli),n00. 

The  New  Bedfoid  Mercury  states  that  it  is  feared 
that  the  whole  amount  of  insurance  on  the  properly 
destroyed  does  not  exceed  §10,1100. 

Lile  from  Vera  Cruz.  By  the  barque  Ann  Eliza, 
capt.  Biscoe,  17  days  from  the  above  port,  we  learn 
that  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of  the  frigate 
L'llerinine.  coin.  Baroche,  and  brig  Alcibiade,  was 
still  blockading  that  place,  and  had  made  prizes  of 
two  Mexican  vessels;  one  the  brig  Unico  Hijo,  from 
Cadiz,  and  a  schooner.  The  ports  of  .Metamoras, 
Tainpico,  and  Campeachy,  were  also  blockaded  by 
the  four  other  brigs  of  war,  viz;  Ij 'Eclipse,  Diinois. 
L'Peronse,  and  Saurier.  The  French  frigate 
L'Ejihigenie  was  expected  from  Havana  to  join  the 
blockade.  The  United  Slates  ship  Ontario,  capt. 
Breese,  was  at  Sacrificios,  to  sail  the  19th  of  Maj 
for  Tampico  and  the  coast  of  Texas;  also  the  Uni- 
ted States  ship  Vandalia,  capt.  Gwinn. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  our  charge  at  Con- 
stantinople, is  daily  expected  in  this  country  on  a 
visit. 


Later  from  Barbadoes.  The  dccisio-;  of  the  legis- 
lature to  allow  the  slave  population  (SO,(li)(l)  to 
pass  to  a  slate  of  absolute  and  entire  IreLilom  on 
the  fiist  of  August,  is  confirmed. 

Lieut,  col.  Twiggs,  of  the  1st  dragoons  has  been 
assigned  the  comimind  of  (he  country  Irom  iMicano- 
py  to  the  Atlantic.  His  head  qiiarter.s  are  at  Carey's 
Ferry. 

We  nndersland  that  twenly-four  Indians  have 
deliver! d  themselves  up  at  Fort  King,  Io  captain 
Tompkins,  and  that  an  ixpedition  is  in  preparation 
at  that  post  to  scour  the  country  up  to  the  Ockla- 
walia  and  Orange  Lake,  wl.cr-'tlie Tallali:;ssees  are 
riported  to  have  planted  largely,  uiidisliiibid,  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Rise  of  water  at  L.iUe  Erie.  The  Cleveland  He- 
rald mentions  the  lacl,  that  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie, 
at  that  point,  are  at  least  three  and  a  hall  feel  high- 
er than  they  were  three  yi-ars  ago,  and  eighteen 
inches  aboie  the  level  of  last  ye  r.  A  simiiur  rise 
has  been  observed  in  the  Upper  Lakes. 

Coniiecticnt  copper  mine.  The  copper  inine  at 
Bii-tol,  Conn.,  to  which  the  ))iiblir  attention  was 
first  called  hy  prof,  Shepard,  is  fonnd  to  be  exceed- 
ingly rich  and  pioductne,  and  a  kirge  number  of 
men  are  now  employed  upon  it,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  making  it  liie  source  of  gieat  wealth  to  the 
slate.  About  twenty  Ions  of  the  ore  haie  bfen 
shipjied  to  England  as  a  sample,  and  one  hundred 
inoie  are  now  on  the  ground  ready  for  the  stamp 
mill.     The  oie  is  repiesenUd  as  very  iich. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  this  slate  on 
the  2<)th  May,  passed  the  Ibllowing  resolutions 
unanimously: 

'•Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  and  the  representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  .-late  be  requested  In  use  Iheii  endea- 
vors to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  indeuinify 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  lor  losses  sustain- 
ed by  tlieiii  from  the  Frcncli  prior  to  Sept.  30.  18()0. 

'•,.'lnd  be  it  further  resolved.  Thai  his  excellency 
the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hfreby,  requested  to 
transmit  to  oursenalors  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress a  copy  of  these  resolutions." 

Mississippi  elections.  Official.  Prentiss,  12,722; 
Word,  12.077;  Claiborne,  11,776;  Davis,  11.3J6. 
Prentiss'  majority  over  Claiborne,  U46.  Word's 
majority  over  Claiborne,  295.  The  abo\e  result 
was  handed  to  us  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  is, 
of  course,  correct.  \_Columbus  Democrat. 

The  authnrilics  of  Charleslon  state  that  the  loss 
by  the  late  tire  in  that  city  cannot  be  less  than  four 
millions  of  dollars,  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  population  and  extent  of  resources, 
it  is  believed  that  on  this  occasion  Charleslon  has 
sustained  a  greater  loss  than  was  sullered  either  by 
London  or  New  York  on  the  occasion  of  what  are 
emphatically  called  "the  great  fires  in  those  cities. 

The  Milledgeville  Journal  of  May  22d  says: 

"We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  correct  the  ru- 
mor in  circulation  respecting  the  death  of  Dr.  J. 
Brewster,  late  surveyor  general.  We  have  receiv- 
ed a  letter  under  his  hand,  dated  on  the  131h  iMay, 
which,  although  it  does  not  allude  to  the  inalter, 
furnishes  coneliisiie  evidence  th  .t  the  writer  was 
■in  esse'  at  that  time.  The  report,  therefore,  of  his 
death  by  the  handsof  the  (Cherokee)  Indians,  turns 
out  to  be  only  'a  lie  with  a  circumstance.'  " 

The  U.  S.  corvette  St.  Louis,  capt.  Paine,  arrived 
at  New  York,  on  Wednesday  eveiiiiig,  from  the 
West  India  station.     Offlcers  and  crew  all  well. 

A  curious  case  was,  at  our  last  dates,  engaging 
the  attention  of  tlw  United  Stales  circuit  couit  for 
the  Louisiana  district.  Judge  Laurence,  the  new- 
ly appointed  district  judge,  having  the  power  of 
appointing  the  clerk  ol  the  court,  also  assumed  that 
he  had  the  right  of  removal  without  cause,  and  he 
therefore  removed,  as  far  as  he  had  a  right  to  do  so, 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Hennen,  and  appointed  another,  John 
Wintlirop,  in  his  stead.  The  olil  clerk  refused  to 
give  up  his  papers. 

On  the  opening  of  the  circuit  court,  judge  Mc- 
Kiriley,  ofthe  supreme  court,  took  his  seat  as  the 
|)residing  judge.  The  question  came  up  for  adjudi- 
cation, and,  after  an  able  argument,  the  court  divi- 
ded; judge  McKinley  deciding  that  the  removal, 
without  cause,  was  illegal;  and  judge  Lawrence 
still  maintaining  his  right,  as  resulting  liom  his 
power  to  appoint.  The  case  will,  therefore,  have 
to  go  to  the  supreme  court  for  final  decision. 

French  ships.  The  French  line  of  battle  ship 
L'ilercule,  of  81  gun.',  admiral  Casy,  and  corvette 
Favorite,  captain  Rosanel, arrived  at  Newport  K.  I. 
oil  Monday  morning,  4th  instant,  from  Norfolk. — 
The  admiral  fired  a  salute,  which  was  returned  from 
fort  Wolcott  by  the  Newport  artillery— (Aere  being 
no  United  Slates  troops  at  that  post.  The  cutter 
also  fired. 
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Ohio.  At  the  Ohio  state  whis  convention,  lield 
at  Columbus  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the  followiiii;, 
anioiii;  oilier  r.'solutions,  were  unanimously  ailopteil: 

ReSfi'i'e/i,  That  concert  of  action  by  the  whigs 
thron  'liout  the  United  States  can  be  best  secured 
by  means  oT  a  national  convention;  and  this  con- 
vention, therelbre,  concur  in  the  recommendation 
ol  the  state  whii;  convention,  held  at  Coliunbns  in 
July  last,  to  Ihatetlecl;  and  also  concur  in  the  pro- 
position lately  made  by  the  whig  members  ol  cou- 
o-ress.  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  holding  a  national 
convenlion. 

Resuh'Cil,  That  this  conveniion  have  undiminish- 
ed conliiljuce  in  the  patriotism  and  talents  of  our 
distinguished  fellow-citizen,  William  Henry  Har- 
iison;'and  concur  with  the  convention  of  July  last, 
in  piesenting  his  name  to  the  national  convention 
as  a  candidate  for  the  ]iresidency;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  pledge  their  cordial  support  to  the  nomination 
of  that  convention,  should  it  fall  on  either  of  the 
other  distinguisheil  statesmen,  Henry  Clay,  or  Dan- 
iel Webster,  whose  names  are  prominent  as  whig 
candidates  for  that  important  olfice. 

An  elegant  tea  service  of  silver,  weighing  126 
ounces,  has  just  been  completed  in  Philadelphia, 
■which  is  intended  to  be  presented  to  James  Ronald- 
son,  esq.,  of  that  city,  by  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land Canal  Company. 

General  Walter  Smith,  late  of  the  United  States 
army,  has  become  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
Mobile  Chronicle. 

Major  L.  G.DeRussy  is  announced  in  the  Natelii 
toches  Herald  as  a  candidate  from  that  district  (or 
the  senate  of  Louisiana.  It  is  understood  to  be  his 
intention  to  retire  from  the  army. 

A  detachment  of  about  one  hundred  United  States 
recruits  left  Burialo  in  the  steamboat  Constellation, 
on  Friday,  25th  ultimo,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  P.  V.  Hagner,  and  destined  to  t-.e  dili'er- 
ent  posts  on  the  upper  lakes.  [./Irmy  and  Navy 
Chronicle. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulh 

Three  years  since  tlie 
hardly  worth  reporting,  while  the  trade  to  M 
ranked  the  third  in  the  exports  from  New  Orleans. 
The  reports  of  our  custom-house  for  last  quarter, 
show,  in  the  trade  of  our  city,  Texas  now  ranks 
the  third  nation  In  the  value  of  exports.  No  esti- 
mate can  now  be  made  ol  the  immense  value  of  the 
trade  of  the  new  republic  to  the  United  States. 

N-'VV  Orleans  slips  of  the  26th  ult.  mention  the 
arrival  there  of  tliree  companies  of  the  3d  regiment 
artillery  from  Tampa  Bay.  They  -were  on  their 
way  to  the  Cherokee  country. 

The  lollowing  officers  are  with  them:  Surgeon 
general  Lawson,  surgeon  Satterlee,  lieutenant  col. 
Gates,  3.1  artillery,  lieuts.  Poole,  A.  P.  Allen,  do.; 
C.  Tompkins,  do.;  Wm.  Frazer,  do.;  E.  G.  Slep- 
toe,  do.;  R.  Ridgely,  do  ,  and  adjutant:  and  Woosier 
of  the  4th  artillery. 

It  is  said  that  sir  George  Arthur,  governor  of  Up- 
per Canada,  and  a  corps  of  British  engineers,  have 
siirveyef  and  selected  sites  tor  torts  at  Niagaia, 
Qiieenston,  and  the  falls,  and  that  Ibrti/ications  will 
be  immediately  erected  on  those  spots. 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  ton- 
nage and  tolls  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals: 

Colleclor's  Office,  Alleghany,  June  2,  183S. 


in  says: 

exports  to  Texas  were 


Tonnage. 
Last  week's  report,  lbs.  37,297,604 
Week,  ending  Friday  1st 

instant 


3,401,778 


Tolls. 
#25.020  89 

2,333  44 


e  and  tolls 
November 


Total  tonna 
since    1st 

1337,  .         lbs.  40,609,332       .§23,273  33 

The  following  statement  will   no  doubt,  gratify 

inanyofyour  rea'ters,  as   exliibiting   a  condensed 

view  ol   some  of  the  most   prominent  articles  of 

western  and   southwestern  produce  and    manufac- 


ture,  c 

eared    eastward,   at  this 

office. 

fioui  27th 

March 

to  31st.  ultimo. 

Barrels 

Hour, 

06,933 

Bushel 

s  wheat, 

11,010 

Do 

Corn  and  other  grains 

333 

Pounds 

bacon, 

6.034,172 

Do 

Tobacco, 

2,591,494 

CoHon, 

676.227 

Do 

Wool, 

]73,5:SS 

Do 

Hemp, 

69.5,5:38 

Do 

Lard  and  tallow. 

406,304 

Do 

Butter  and  cheese, 

13,011 

]Jo 

Feathers, 

21,112 

Do 

Pork, 

426 

Tiio.-M.is  FAiniiA.N,  Collcclor. 


Nelson  and  Cote  acquitted.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote, 
W'ho  surrendered  to  general  W^ool,  on  the  Vermont 
frontier,  in  March,  and  were  jilaced  under  heavy 
bonils  to  appear  at  the  United  States  circuit  court 
on  the  21st  of  May,  were  tried  on  that  day  before 
Judge  Thompson' and  acquitted.  Nineteen  wit- 
nesses, including  general  Wool  and  his  slatf,  were 
examined,  but  nothing  was  produced  to  prove  any 
orgaiiizalioii  of  the  patriot  toices  within  the  Ver- 
mont lines. 

./I  new  coach.  There  is  nnw  in  the  course  of 
building,  at  a  choachmaker's  in  the  melropoli 
coach  ol  a  description  at  once  novel,  elegant 
safe.  It  is  the  iuvntion  of  a  scientific  geiillenian 
named  Staiford,  who  has  secured  a  patent  for  the 
sa;ne.  Before  \vc  give  a  desciiplion  of  the  vehicle. 
it  may  be  proper  to  stale  that,  on  the  sugg.'Stion  of 
the  .s'upeiintendent  of  the  royal  mails,  a  similar 
coai-h,  intended  lor  the  country,  was  built,  in  order 
that  its  mPLhauical  construction  might  be  fully  and 
practically  tried  and  tested.  Accordingly  a  public 
trial  of  one  built  at  Nottingham  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  several  hundreds  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  that  town.  Frisby  an  experienced 
and  well  known  whip,  took  the  reins;  the  coach  was 
drawn  by  lour  s])irited  horses,  and  had,  inside  and 
out,  the  full  complement  of  passengers.  In  de- 
scending the  hill  to  New  Radlord  it  was  .several 
limes  intentionally,  when  running  at  the  top  of 
speed,  suddenly  swerved  olf  the  road,  the  near 
wheels  working  upon  a  bank  three  feet  high  and 
the  olf  wheels  in  the  drain.  In  each  emergencv 
the  coach  retained  its  vertical  position  like  a  mari- 
ner's compass,  so  much  so  that  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  inside  passengers  were  altogethir  in- 
sensible to  their  (to  others)  apparently  perilous 
situation.  The  body  of  the  new  coach,"  instead  of 
resting,  as  in  the  ease,  upon  springs  below,  is  pois- 
ed upon  two  upright  supporters  rising  froui-the 
beds  and  axles,  and  passing  up  between  the  body 
and  the  boots.  The  tops  of  these  supporters  are 
surmounted  by  eliplic  springs,  on  which  the  body 
is  so  suspended  that,  on  meeting  inequalities  on  the 
road  the  centre  of  gravity  ol  tlie  vehicle  is  freely 
adjusted  and  the  liability  to  overturn  it  complelely 
conquered.  [London  Morning  Chronicle. 

Rales  of  vessels.  The  following  article  shows 
the  manner  in  which  vessels  are  rated: 

A  1.  A  vessel  under  8  years  old;  coppered  and 
copper  fastened,  and  in  complete  order. 

A  2.  Similar  to  the  above,  as  to  age  and  condi- 
tion, but  not  coppered  and  copper  fastened;  both 
are  necessary  to  constitute  her  A  1. 

Also  a  vessel  formerly  A  1,  between  8  and  12 
years  old,  rates  A  2. 

A  3.  A  vessel  formerly  A  1,  v\hen  over  12  years 
old,  if  sound  and  iu  good  order. 

A  vessel  not  coppered  and  copper  fastened,  over 
8  years  old. 

It  is  understood  that  a  vessel  never  rates  lowi-r 
than  A  3,  w  hatever  her  age  may  be,  while  in  good 
order  arid  fit  lor  sea. 

B.  Denotes  a  vessel  unsound,  or  defective  in  sails, 
rigging,  or  hull,  and  not  to  be  trusted.  A  vessel 
may  therelbre  be  transferred  to  a  higher  rate  by 
undergoing  suitable  repairs. 

Vessels  of  this  rale  are  considered  non-insi:rable. 
In  Hingham  during  the  present  year,  57  ves-sels 
have  been  engaged  iu  the  mackerel  fishery.  The 
number  of  barrels  taken  during  the  present  year 
17,134  1-2.  In  1S36,  49  vessels  were  engaged  in 
the  business.  Number  of  barrels  taken,'  f4,43fi. 
In  1835,  57  were  engaged.  Number  of  barrels  fa- 
ken,  15,398.  [Boston  Gaz. 

Close  shaving.  By  the  official  return  of  votes  (or 
senalois  in  all  the  districts  in  .Maine,  it  appears  that 
the  aggregate  whig  vote,  is  34,181  and  the  Van 
Burcn  vote  34,165.  It  is  well  known  that  the  whig 
candidate  for  governor  run  considerably  aheail  ol 
the  whig  senator's  ticket  in  nearly  all  1  he  districts, and 
there  can  therefore  be  no  doubt  of  this  election  by  a 
a  considerable  majorit}'. 

Tadcs.  There  are  three  manufacturers  of  these 
little  articles  in  Plymouth  county,  who  manufac- 
ture an  aggregate 'nunber  of  4o,'000,000  per  week. 
In  tfie  whole  state  it  is  estimated  that  at  least 
75,000,000  are  made  weekly,  making  3,800,000  000 
ayar.  [Pkilada.  Inrj. 

Union  Bank.  In  a  suit  brought  by  this  bank 
against  one  ol  ils  debtors,  the  exception  was  raised, 
that  the  hank  had  Ibrfeited  its  charter  by  a  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  and  was  therefbre  incom- 
petent to  bring  .suit.  The  point  has  been  argued, 
we  iiiiderstaiid,  before  judge  Buchanan,  and  a  de- 
cision given  in  favor  of  the  bank  maintaining  ils 
charter  and  corporate  rights.  Some  difference  in 
Ihe  provisions  of  their  respective  charters  led  to  a 
different  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments  upon  the  Atchafalaya  and  Union 


Banks.  It  is  no  doubt  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
our  readers,  that  the  charter  of  the  former  institu- 
tion was  adjudged  forfeiled,  in  consequence  ol  hav- 
ing refused  to  redeem  her  issues  in  gold  and  silver. 
[N.  0.  Bulletin. 
IVesi  Indies.  Accounts  (rom  Jamaica  to  the  27lh 
of  April,  sav  that  there  was  a  heavy  gale  at  Anatto 
bay  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  that  month.  The  waves, 
it  is  said,  rose  to  an  exiraorriinary  height,  and  the 
whole  extent  of  the  harbor  was  one  continued  sheet 
of  foam  and  breakers.  Two  vessels,  the  Woolsing- 
ton,  and  Young  Reynold,  were  overset  and  sunk. 
Several  boats  were  manned  to  rescue  the  crews  of 
the  capsized  vessels.  They  succeeded  in  saving 
five  of  the  eight  persons  from  a  watery  grave,  but 
in  returning  to  their  vessels,  two  of  the  boats  were 
upset.  The  steward  and  a  seamen  belonging  to 
one  of  the  vessels  were  drowned.  Much  damage 
was  done  to  the  shipping. 

Latest  from  Cape  Palmas.  By  an  arrival  at  Bos- 
ton, intelligence  down  to  the  ISih  January  last  lies 
been  received  from  Cape  Palmas,  the  settlement  of 
the  Maryland  State  Colonization  Society  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  All  the  letters  received  concur  In 
representing  the  aHaiis  at  the  colony  in  a  happy 
and  tloniishing  condition.  The  Niobe,  which  sail- 
ed from  Baltimore  on  the  17lh  November,  ariivijd 
out  after  a  pleasant  passage  of  fbrty-lliree  days. 
Two  were  born  on  the  passage  making  eighty- 
seven  emigrants  in  all  landed.  The  lieallh  of  liie 
missionaries  is  represented  as  good,  and  their  cause 
as  prosperous. 

hnsiiiess  at  PiltsOurg.  The  Pittsburg  Advocate 
of  Friday  last  lays: 

"The  river  is  high.  The  arrivals  and  departures 
of  steamboats  have  been  quite  numerous;  and  as 
freights  have  been  reasonably  abundant,  and  the 
travel  extensive,  a  good  business  would  have  been 
done  in  this  branch  of  our  trade,  but  for  formerly 
low  prices.  We  believe  we  never  knew  downward 
freights  so  reduced  as  they  are  at  this  moment. 
Large  quantities  of  produce  continue  to  arrive, 
destined  for  the  eastward,  via  the  Pennsylvania 
canal.  Except  in  bacon  and  flour,  the  transactions 
in  produce  here  have  not  been  large. 

Chronometem.  In  looking  over  Ihe  London  Nau- 
I'cal  Magazine,  for  September,  we  notice  that  the 
lirni  of  Arnold  &  Dent,  of  London,  have  had  award- 
ed to  them  the  premium,  from  the  British  govern- 
ment, of  £3,000  sterling,  for  their  improvements  in 
chronometers.  Of  the  many  on  trial,  one  of  theirs 
performed  with  astonishing  exactness  of  losing,  in 
twelve  months,  but  54-lOOths  of  a  second!  These 
valuable  instruments  have  attained  such  a  degree  of 
correctness  that  the  mariner  is  noiv  able  to  ascertain 
his  longitude  at  sea  ■>,  ith  the  greatest  degree  of  accu- 
racy. [U.  S.  Gazette. 

On  the  fourth  instant  an  election  of  officevs'of 
file  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  (bt 
the  ensuing  year,  took  place  at  Boston,  and  was 
accompanied  as  usual  by  many  very  interesting- 
ceremonies.  The  day  was  the  200th  anniversary 
of  this  distinguished  corps,  which  is  composed,  we 
believe,  of  officers  of  every  rank  in  the  military 
service  of  Massachusetts. 

A  petition  for  the  pardon  of  Abner  Kneeland, 
Ijtely  convicted  of  the  crime  of  blas[ihemy,  is  in  cir- 
culation. The  Salem  Gozette  says  the  petition  has 
been  revised  by  doctor  Chauning,  who  is  to  head  it, 
and  that  it  will  be  signed  by  clergymen  and  others 
of  all  denominations. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticut  adjourned  on  Fri- 
eay  evening,  the  1st  instant. 

At  the  annual  convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  held  at  Cen- 
Ireville,  in  Queen  Anne's  county,  last  week,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Easlbnru  was  elected  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cess  of  Maryland,  vice  the  Rt.  Kev.  bishop  Stone 
deceased. 

Consuls.  The  president  of  the  United  States  had 
officially  recognised  Johann  Jacob  Werner  as  con(- 
sul  of  Bremen  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  and  Jor 
hann  Wilhelm  Smith,  as  consul  of  Hamburg  lor  the 
port  of  New  York. 

./I  mechanics'  bank.  The  mechanics  of  New  York 
city  are  about  establishing  a  mechanics'  banking 
association  under  the  general  bank  law;  the  capital 
to  be  one  million  of  dollars.  The  plan  is  intended 
to  embrace  all  the  great  interests  of  the  practical 
mechanics  of  that  city,  making  also  salutary  provi- 
sion for  journeymen  and  apprentices. 


Hon.  H.  .fohn, 
who  was  one  of  ili. 
Louisiana,  has  d(  [  [ 
now  only  one  win:; 
running  against  Ur; 
city  of  New  Orlean: 

Richard  H.  White  is  now  under  trial  in  Washing- 
ton cily,/or  the  fourth  time,  on  the  charge  of  having 
set  fire  to  the  treasury  buildings  in  1833, 


)er  in  congress,  who 
ales  for  governor  of 
I  canvass,  there  being 
:  Hon.  A.  B.  Roman, 
B.)  late  mavor  of  the 
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THE    F.\ST — THE    THESENT— FOR   THE    FUTURE. 

PBI.VTED    .\.ND    rOBLlSHED,    EVERY    S-VTCRDAY, 

BV    WILLIA.M     OGDEN    .SILES,    EDITOR    AND    PROPRIETOR, 

AT    $5   PE( 

AN.NC.M,     PAYABLE    1\    APVANCE. 

I.vciAN-  TREATIES.  The  treaties  coucliuled 
last  ye.ir  uilii  Ihe  Cliippewa,  Sioiix,  and  U  iiuie- 
ba;;!)  Indians,  and  with  the  tribes  residing  in  the 
Stale  ol  New  York,  were  ratitied  by  the  senate  on 
Monday  last.  As  soon  as  |)iiblislitd  we  «iJl  give 
tbeiu  a  place  in  the  ••Kecistlr." 

Connecticut.  Tlie  jfsislalure  of  this  slate,  at 
its  lecent  session,  adopted  Ihe  lollowing  re.soiution 
ID  relation  to  the  subtreiisuiy: 

'■Therefore  resoU'ed,  Ttiat'it  is  the  will  of  this 
general  assembly,  tliat  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives ill  congress  vote  against  said  bill,  or  any  other 
containing  similar  provisions,  and  use  all  leijal  and 
proper  means  to  prevent  Ihe  passage  thereol,  and 
that  they  be  and  hertby  are  so  instructed." 

AcquittalofRichardH.  White.  On  Thurs- 
day last  the  jury  inipanneled  lo  tiv  Richard  H. 
While  lor  burning  the  tieasiiry  building  in  1833, 
rendered  the  lollowiiii;  verdict,' u  hicli,  alter  some 
objections  on  the  part  of  the  pi  isoner's  counsel,  was 
ultimately  recorded:  "We  th^  jury  lind  the  priso- 
ner, R.  :i.  White,  under  the  plea  ol' limitations,  not 
gutllij." 

Alter  Ihe  verdict  was  recorded,  Mr.  W.  L.  Brent 
moved  Ihe  court  that  Ihe  prisoner  be  discharged; 
and,  the  district  attorney  making  no  objection^  he 
was  discharged  accordingly. 

Bifoie  the  jurors  left  liie  court-house,  nine  of 
them  tendered  Ihe  lolloivin.Mo  While: 

•'^V'e  the  jury,  who  tried  Richard  H.  While,  de- 
chre  that  nine  of  us  were  for  acquitling  him  en- 
tirely of  the  charge  of  burning  the  Ireasiiry  depart- 
ment, and  believed  he  did  not  do  it;  but  that  ihree 
oflhe  jurors  not  agreeing  with  us.  we  compromised 
by  finding  the  verdict  we  did,  but  would  not  have 
consented  to  it  had  we  thought  it  would  have  left 
any  imputation  upon  him  as  "to  his  innocence. 

••  H'.ishiiigton.  June  14,  1S3S." 

[Signed  by  Wm.  Cleary,  B.  Cox,  Wm.  Young, 
W.  G.  Deal,  .Muthew  Sexsmith,  Daniel  Hauptman, 
Remigius  Burch,  Franklin  Little,  Leroy  Edward.] 

Th.-  reporter  of  the  '-IntelliniHncer"  states  that 
the  jury  retired  at  about  3  o'clock  on  Wednesday, 
with  the  permission  of  the  court  to  go  home  at  S 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  proviiled  they  could  not 
agree  upon  a  verdict;  but  with  directions  to  assem- 
ble on  the  next  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  finaT disposition  of  the  subject. 
At  a  qiiarter  past  one  o'clock  on  Thursday,  they  re 
turned  the  verdict  stated  above.  This  was  the  fourth 
trial  of  White,  and  was  continued  for  nine  days. 

Ba.nks,  CuRRE.vcy,  8<,c.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press, of  Monday,  states  that  it  was  currently  re- 
ported that  Ihe  Bank  of  .America  has  either  dis- 
counted a  million  of  dollars  of  tre?sury  notes,  or 
has,  by  some  arrangement,  received  treasury  notes 
to  that  amount,  and  has  placed  a  million  of  dollars 
in  specie  at  the  disposal  of  the  government.  It  is 
also  reported  that  a  large  huiHe.  in  Wall- street,  has 
also  made  a  negociation.  by  which  they  part  with 
some  tuo  or  tiiree  millions  of  their  specie  lo  Ihe 
government  for  their  treasury  notes.  We  alluded 
to  the  fact,  some  days  since,  that  government  were 
selling  laru'e  sums  of  treasury  notes  for  specie. 

In  relation  to  the  above,  Ihe  Baltimore  Patriot  of 
Momliy  says:  a  gentleman  in  Baltimore  conversant 
with  the  recent  transactions  of  Ihe  treasury  depart- 
ment in  the  exchange  of  treasury  notes  for  specie, 
iuthori.!es  us  to  terminate  all  coniectures  on  the  sub- 
ject, by  stating  the  fact,  that  the  holders  of  specie 
in  N.;vv  York  to  the  amount  of  one  or  two  millions, 
have  preferred  to  invest  it  in  treasury  notes  bearing 
S  per  cent,  interest,  as  exchange  on  England  could 
not  be  sold  at  less  than  »*  permiiini,  which  results 
in  a  loss  of  3  J  per  cent  on  the  importation.  If  ex- 
change shouM  rise  to  10,  the  precious  metals  will 
then  flow  back  as  the  cheapest  remittance.  All 
demands  on  the  treasury  are  now  p:iid  in  specie 
drafts.  ^  ' 

Sales  nf  stock  at  Philadelphia,  June  13. 
34  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  123 

20    "     N.  Castle  &  F.  Town  R.  R.  Co.  23  1-2 
Kentucky    money  mnrkct.     The  Louisville  Jour- 
nal of  the  9th  instant  has  the  following  report  on 
±e  money  market: 

£j;cAanjre^Continues  to  grow  better.  The  banks 
>f  this  state  are  correspondin?  with  those  of  the 
Vol    LIV.—Sio.  16. 


iH'igliboring  stales  with  regard  lo  the  resuinplioii  to 
specie  p.iyiiieiits.  There  is  no  doubt  tliat  all  Ihe 
western  banks  will  resume  in  a  lew  weeks.  This 
fact,  togelhcr  with  the  fad  that  the  banks  will 
shortly  commence  drawing  on  the  proceeds  oflhe 
late  large  sale  of  Kentucky  bonds,  makes  exchange 
droop.  Our  bank  rales  are  merely  nominal.  Out 
of  doors  good  checks  on  New  York  can  be  bought 
at  3  per  cert,  preinium,  and  on  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  at  2. 

Excitement  in  Philadelphia.  On  Friday 
morning  the  8th  inslanl,  a  miserable  lunatic,  a  co- 
lored man,  who  escaped  on  Thursday  afternoon 
Iroin  the  lunatic  department  of  the  alms-house,  as- 
saileil  one  of  the  Southwark  watchmen,  named 
John  Balls,  wilh  a  club,  in  so  violent  a  manner  as 
to  cause  instant  death.  The  mayor  and  sherilf  im- 
mediately instituted  an  inquiry  into  Ihe  circiiin- 
stances,  and  the  result  is,  that  the  murderer,  as 
above  stated,  is  proved  lo  be  in  a  slate  of  frantic 
lunacy,  that  he  escaped  from  his  cell,  his  clothes 
bearing  the  usual  almshouse  label,  showing  his 
disease.  This  event  was  construed  by  some  evil 
disposed  persons  into  an  evidence  ol  an  insurrec- 
tionary spirit  ainon^  the  colored  population,  and 
ap'irehensioiis  of  a  riot  were  entertained.  A  pro- 
clamation from  the  mayor,  however,  explaining  tlie 
condition  of  Ihe  muiderer,  and  enjoining  good  or 
der,  had  the  elfect  ol  calLuing  the  public  mind. 
But  on  Sunday  last  the  city  was  again  greatly  agi- 
tated by  another  scene  of  violence  and  bloodshed, 
in  which  a  negro  was  ti.e  principal  actor.  The  cir- 
cumstances.asslated  in  the  Inquirer,  were  as  follows: 

On  Saturday  evenini;,  between  8  and  9  o  clock, 
while  Mr.  Francis  McKearney,  a  viclualler,  resid- 
ing in  Seventh  slieet,  near  Shippen,  was  standing 
aiul  talking  with  his  sister  in  front  of  his  own  house 
and  Roilgers'  tavern,  a  negro  man  came  up  lo  him, 
and,  without  any  known  dispute  between  them, 
stabbed  him  with  a  knife  in  the  .ibitomen,  by  which 
he  was  wounded  so  severely  that  he  died  a  few 
hours  alterwards  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

The  perpetrator  of  this  loul  deed  was  inslantly 
pursued,  and,  aller  some  difficulty,  captured.  He 
was  forthwilh  taken  to  prison,  where  he  awaits  his 
trial  and  the  penalty  of  his  sanguinary  crime.  One 
of  the  rumors  is,  that  he  owed  the  deceased  an  old 
grudge,  and  Ihe  other,  that  he  was  intoxicated. 

As  it  was  expected  that  much  excitement  might 
possibly  grow  out  of  the  above  melancholy  alfair, 
the  aiithori  ies  were  on  the  alert,  Ihe  sheriff  and 
mayor,  with  a  large  force  under  their  command, 
being  fully  prepared  lo  preserve  the  jieace  of  the 
city  which,  fortunately,  had  nut  been  disturbed. 

Ca.vada  FRONTIER.  The  last  advices  from  the 
Canada  Ironticr  represent  both  parlies  as  desirous 
lo  adjust  Ihe  recent  unfortuiule  incidents  in  an 
amicable  spirit;  and  we  have  no  doubt  hut  that 
quietness  and  order  will  soon  he  restored.  To  in- 
sure their  continuance,  however,  llie  guilty  shonhl 
meet  with  prompt  punishment,  and  Ihe  utmost  vigi- 
lence  be  exerted  by  the  authorities  of  both  coun- 
tries, to  restrain  all  persons  disposed  lo  widen  the 
breach  which  has  uiilbrtnnately  taken  place. 

From  ihe  N.  Y.  Commercial  Moerliser  of  Monday. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  follnwin;;  para:;raph,  co- 
pied from  the  Biilfalo  Journal  of  Thursday  last, 
that  an  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  some  of 
the  towns  on  the  Canada  shore,  on  Wednesday 
dght,  by  a  party  of  refugees  from  Lewistown — 
forliinately,  they  could  not  get  together  a  sufficient 
number  of  scounilrels  to  warrant  a  safe  retreat. 
Their  object,  no  doubt,  was  to  plunder  and  destroy 
some  of  those  elegant  seats  on  the  holders  of  the 
Niagara  river,  in  the  \icinity  of  Queen?lown. 

We  have  letters  this  morning  from  the  Upper  Pro- 
vince, which  stale  that  the  intercourse  between 
Oswego  and  the  province  has  almost  ceased,  and 
unless  speedy  measures  are  pursued,  Ihe  lives  and 
property  of  those  that  reside  on  the  bolder  are  in 
jeoriardy. 

Previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  we  believe  there  wns  almost  a  daily  inter- 
course between  Toronto  and  Oswego— but  now  Ihe 
.\meric3n  boats  do  not  touch  at  Toronto  as  usual, 
nor  do  Ihe  British  boats  call  at  Oswego,  as  hereto- 
fore. We  hope  that  a  short  period  only  will  inter- 
[  vene,  before  the  regular  intercourse  shall  be  restored . 


•■Mareilislnrbuncts.  Auatiempt  we  learn,  was 
to  be  ina.le  last  night  by  a  niiinherof  Lana.lian  re- 
fugees, lo  cross  over  at'Lewislon,  and  make  an  at- 
tack of  some  kind  upon  the  Canadian  shores;  the 
enterprise  was,  however,  abandoned,  on  account  of 
their  not  then  mustering  in  sullicient  strength. 
United  Slates  troops  were  to  leave  this  city,  in  the 
aflernoon  train  of  cars,  for  the  above  place,  lo  put 
a  slop  lo  such  attempts  heiealter." 

The  Toronto  Herald  of  Monday  mentions  that 
the  steam  packet  William  IV  ,  did  not  proceed 
lower  down  than  Brockville,  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation having  been  given  that  an  alltmpt  would 
be  made  lo  destroy  her. 

The  steamer  Cobur:;  arrived  at  Toronto  on  Mon- 
day with  460  men,  being  the  right  wing  of  the  34th 

The  BiilTalo  Advertiser  of  Wednesday  evening 
says: — "A  ueiilleman  direct  from  yonn^.-town  call- 
ed at  our  olhce  this  aflernoon,  and  informed  us  that 
lown  Ihe  river,  on  both  sices,  every  thing  was  quiet. 
Governor  Marcy  was  expected  at  Lewiston  this 
eveninj.  Three  other  persons,  named  Lester,  Hun- 
ter, and  Thayer,  who  were  concerned  in  the  assault 
on  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  have  been  arrested  An 
ariiieds  chooner.  carrying  six  guns,  has  been  filled 
out  by  the  British  to  cruize  amongthe  Thousand 
Islands." 

From  the  Kingston  Herald  of  Tuesday. 

Two  companies  ol  militia  have  hceii  sent  to 
Brock\ile,  and  a  schooner  is  lilted  out,  to  carry  six 
ijuiis,  (together  with  a  tender  and  gun  boats)  in  or- 
ler  to  cruise  on  the  river,  and  lenet  the  pirates  out 
of  their  hidin:;  placts.  This  is  essential,  as  among 
tlie  Thousand  Islands  the  rullians  misht  lodge,  and 
find  shelter  all  siuuiner.  Bill  Johnson,  if  not  one 
of  his  sons  also,  was  one  ol  the  parly  that  robbed 
the  Peel,  but  neither  he  nor  his  boats  have  been 
seen  at  French  Creek  since.  They  are  doubtless 
concealed  somewhere  among  the  islands,  and  it  will 
be  no  easy  task  to  find  them,  as  the  places  of  con- 
cealment are  so  numerous  and  complete.  About 
one  third  of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  owned  in  Og- 
densburg,  the  remainder  in  Brockville.  She  is 
dued  at  11. 0110/. 

Governor  Marcy  came  yesterday  to  Cape  Vin- 
cent, and  addre.sscd  a  letterto  Ihe  mayor, reqiiesiin" 
an  interview,  and  he  is  expected  lure  in  the  course 
of  to-day.  Scanlan  has  been  bailed  on  his  ow  n  re- 
cognizance. Bill  Johnson,  it  is  ascertained,  is  on 
the  Duck  Islands,  at  Ihe  loot  oflhe  lake.  He  is 
lyini  in  wait  for  some  lake  steamboat. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  commodore  Barrie 
brought  down  from  Toronto  twenty-two  of  the  state 
prisoners,  among  them  Theller,  Sutherland,  John 
G.  Parker,  Mont^ouiery,  the  brothers  Shepherd. 
They  were  all  taken  to  Fort  Henry,  lo  be  kept 
there  until  Lord  Durham  has  considered  their  casrs. 

A  militia  order  published  in  the  official  Gazelle, 
prohibits  militia  officer-  from  wearing  their  nnilorm 
when  passing  to  the  Unite  I  Stales  on  leave.  Com- 
mandants of  corps  and  stations  are  to  see  that  the 
order  is  punclually  compliri  wilh. 

Fiomtke'y.  Y.  Courier,  June   11. 

The  accounts  from  Ihe  frontier,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  represent  our  slate  authorities  and 
the  people  as  anxiously  endeavoring  to  obviate  the 
unpleasant  cons 'queiices  which  it  was  at  first  ap- 
prehended  would  ^rovv  out  of  the  destruction  ol  the 
Biitish  steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Ihe  firing  nn 
Ihe  Telegraph,  whilst  al  Kingston.  The  majis- 
Iralcsofthe  latter  phice  had  invited  the  United 
Slates  district  attorney  lo  be  present  at  the  legal 
investigation  which  had  been  made  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  last  occurrence.  He 
had  attended,  ami  it  was  stated  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  course  taken.  The  sovernor  of  this 
state  had  also  expressed  to  the  mayor  of  Kin^sloi) 
a  desire  to  have  an  interview  with  him,  which 
was  about  to  take  place. 

Procl':mi!tionofthc!;ovcrnorofX.  York.  Where- 
as William  Johnson,  late  of  French  Creek,  in 
Ihe  county  of  Jelieison;  Daniel  McLeod.  a  refu- 
jee  from  ihe  province  of  Upper  Canad.i;  Samuel 
C.  Frey  and  Robert  Smith,  also  refugees  from  Ihe 
same  province,  have  been  duly  charged  on  nalh 
with  having  been  ensrag'-d  with  others  in  seizing, 
plunderinj,  and  burning  Ihe  steainbort  'Sif  Robert 
Peel,'  at  Wells'  island,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  have  hitherto  eluded  the  civil  oflicers  in  thei,t 
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attempts  to  arrest  them;  I  do  hereby  offer  the  fol- 
lowing reward  for  the  arrest  of  each  one  of  them, 
and  for  his  delivery  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Jefferson,  viz: 

For  VVilliaiu  Johnson,  $500 

'    For  Daniel  McLeod,  $250 

For  Samuel  C.  Frey,  $250 

For  Robert  Smith,  $250 

Besides  the  persons  already  arrested,  and  those 
above  named,  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing 
that  several  others  were  associated  with  them  in 
committing  the  crimes  above  mentioned.  I  do  fur- 
ther offer  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dolhirs,  for  the 
detection  and  delivery  as  aforesaid  of  each  one  of 
the  offenders,  who  are  not  named  above,  or  have 
not  been  already  arrested. 

And  I  do  hereby  order  and  command  all  civil  and 
ministerial  officers  of  this  state  to  be  vigilant  and 
active  in  their  exertions  to  cause  the  said  offenders 
to  be  brought  to  justice. 

Previous  to  committing  the  offences  above  speci- 
fied, the  depredators  had  their  encampment  upon 
the  "Ten  Thousand  Islands,"  in  the  Si.  Liwrence, 
which  are  situated  partly  in  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  partly  within  the  limits  of  this  siate, 
and  it  is  believed  the  places  of  their  refuge  at  this 
time  are  among  the  islands.  I 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  | 
state,  this  the  4th  day  ol  June,  1838. 

W.  L.  Mabcy. 

Durham.  By  his  excellency  the  right  honora- 
ble John  George,  Earl  of  Durham,  Viscount  fjainb- 
ton,  &c.  &c.,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  most  honor- 
able order  of  the  Bath,  one  of  her  majesty's  most 
honorable  privy  council,  and  governor  general, 
vice  admiral,  and  captain  general  of  all  her  majes 
ty's  provinces  within,  and  adjacent  to  the  continent 
of  Ivorth  America,  &c.  &c.  kc. — 1  prod  a  ma  I  ion. 

Whereas  informatioii  has  been  received  by  me, 
that,  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  May  last,  at  a  cer- 
tain island,  called  "Wells'  island,"  in  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  a  body  of  armed  men,  at  midnight, 
seized  upon  a  certain  steam  vessel  called  the  Sir 
Robert  I'cet,  belonging  to  certain  subjects  of  her 
majesty  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  then 
moored  at  the  said  island,  to  which  she  had  resorted 
in  the  peaceable  prosecution  of  her  accustomed 
voyage,  for  the  purpose  of  talcing  in  fuel;  and  hav- 
ing with  violence  driven  the  passengers  of  the  said 
steamboat  upon  the  said  island,  deliberately  plun- 
dered, burnt,  and  destroyed  the  said  steamboat. 

And  whereas,  many  of  the  said  passengers  were 
females,  and  were  thus  assailed  with  a  total  disre- 
gard of  their  sex,  and  their  condition  at  that  hour 
of  the  night,  thereby  greatly  aggravating  the  out- 
rage: And  whereas,  the  due  piotection  of  her  ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  the  demands  of  justice,  impe- 
ratively require  that  the  perpetrators  of  such  a 
crime  should  not  escape  unpunished:  And  whereas, 
with  that  object  I  am  desirous  of  co-operating  with 
and  eiving  every  facility  to  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States:  Now,  know  all  men  by  these  pre- 
sents, that  I  do  hereby  promise  the  sum  of  one 
ihoumiid  pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
identify  and  bring  to  conviction  belbre  any  compe- 
tent tribunal,  any  person  actively  engaged  In,  or 
directly  aiding  and  abetting  the  perpetration  of  this 
last  mentioned  outrage. 

To  allay  the  alarm  which  has  again  unhappily 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  frontier  of  the  province 
.  of  Upper  Canada,  I  hereby  proclaim  to  the  subjects 
of  her  majesty  residing  therein,  my  determination 
to  secure  their  present  and  permanent  protection 
by  the  employment  of  every  means  at  the  disposal 
of  her  majesty's  government;  for  which  purpose  a 
sufficient  military  force  will  be  Immediately  con- 
centrated on  such  points,  as  shall  best  protect  the 
frontier  line  from  all  aggressions  on  the  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  these  provinces.  I  shall  also  lose  no 
lime  in  appealing  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  to  vindicate  its  own  honor,  by  aveneing  the 
insult  which  has  been  offered  by  a  band  of  lawless 
pirates,  and  repairing  the  wrongs  which  have  been 
inflicted  on  her  majesty's  subjects. 

Pending  such  ajipeal,  I  earnestly  exhort  all  her 
majesty's  subjects,  notwiths'andlns:  the  aggravated 
provocation  they  have  received,  carefully  to  abstain 
from  any  act  of  retaliation  which  may  expose  them 
to  the  imputation  of  a  disregard  of  their  own 
honor,  by  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  adjoining 
powers. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  the 
castle  of  St.  Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  said 
province  of  Lower  Canada,  the  second  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  and  in  the  first  year  of  her 
majesty's  reign.    , 

By  command: 

Charles  Bulleb,  chief  sec^y. 


Lieut,  gen.  sir  John  Colborne,  the  commander  of 
the  forces,  dccoiupanled  by  two  sons,  col.  Rowan, 
the  hon.  Col.  Gore,  Lieut,  col  Eden,  and  capt. 
Goldie,  arrived  here  this  morning  in  the  Canada, 
and  lelt  again  about  ten,  on  his  way  to  the  upper 
province.   "The  object  of  his  excellency's  journey 


that  its  translation  to  your  paper  would  seem  to 
carry  some  warrant  ol  authority  at  home  for  the 
facts  it  professes  to  slate,  were  I  to  remain  .silent. 
1  cannot  leel  at  all  oliemled  at  the  motives  as- 
cribed to  me  by  the  Globe,  for  taking  part  in  the 
debate,  spilnging  as  they  do  Iroin  a  source  so  utter- 


we  have  learned  is  to  investigate,  near'the  sceneofjly  incapable  ol  coniprehending  any   honorable  in- 
the  late  outrag',  into   the  circumstances  attending  ''        "    ""         --   i. -.  i- .-  .  .■-- 

it,  and  to  endeavor  to  allay  the  excitement  which 
the  attroclous  attack  upon  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  is 
so  well  calculated  to  produce  among  the  people  of 
our  sister  province.  ISlontreal  Gaz. 


ARMY    AND    NAVY — OFFICIAL. 

General  Orders,  No.  14. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Jlrmin 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  4,  1838. 
I — Instead  of  takinc;  post  at  Fort  Gratiot,  as  di- 
ricted   in  "general  orders."   No.    13,   company   B 
2d    infantry,    will    proceed    to    Madison  barracks, 
Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York,  and   re-occupy  that 
post.     Captain  Low's  company  D,  of  the  .'Stii  Infan- 
try, now  at  fort  Winnebajio,  will  repair  without  de- 
lav  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  occupy  that  post 

11 — All  the  disposable  recruits  on  the  New  York 
station  will  be  sent  without  delay  to  Madison  bar- 
racks, and  ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding 
officer. 
By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  general  commanding-in-chlef. 

Roger  Jones,  Ailj't  gen. 

Navy  orders. 
May  29— P.  mid.  G.  L.  Seldon.  navy  yard,  New 
York.     Boatswain  L.  Smith,  ship  Cyane. 
31 — Lieut.    C.    Ringgold,   command   of  brig 
Dolphin.     P.  mill.  T.  M.  Brasher,  navy 
yard.  New  York. 
June    1 — Lieut.  W.  W.  Hunter,  Rendezvous,  Nor- 
folk, vice  J.  W.  West,  relieved  at  his  own 
request. 
2_Purser  J.  C.  Holland,  ship  Erie,  vice  B. 
J   Cahoon,  relieved  at  his  own  request. 
Officers  relieved  and  detached. 
May  29 — P.  inld.  J.  J.  White,  from   Tec's  ship  at 
Boston.     Lieut.  F.  A.  Neville,  from  ship 
Erie. 

Boatswain    William   Farrow,  from   ship 
('yane. 
31 — Lieut.  Robert  Handy,  from  ship  Erie. 
Appointment. 
Lemuel  Smith,  actinia  boatswain.  May  29. 
Vessels  reported. 
At  Sacrlficois.  May  8,  ship  Ontario,  commodore 
Breese,  who  had  rendered   essential  service  to  the 
commerce  of  the   United    States   by  his  presence 
since  the  commencement  of  the  blockade. 

Ships  Independence,  com.  Nicholson,  and  Fair- 
field, com.  Mayo,  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  April  7, 
Irom  Bahia. 

Friiate  Constitution,  com.  Elliott,  at  Port  Mahon, 
April  11— all  well. 

LETTER  OF  MR.  JAMES  M.  MASON. 
Washington,  May  25,  1838. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Virginian: 

Sir:  In  your  paper  of  the  23d,  I  observe  quoted 
the  annexed  paragraph  from  the  Globe  of  the  14lh 
inst.  professing  to  sketch  the  proceeilinjs  of  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  Saturday  preceding, 
during  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  a  new  Issue  often 
millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes: 

"It  seems,  from  the  report  of  the  Intelligencer, 
;  wliich  we  have  before  us,  that  Mr.  Mason,  of  VIr. 
ginia,  about  sundown  on  Saturday,  began  the 
work  of  frustrallon  of  the  known  intentions  of  the 
majority.  At  a  quarter  past  six,  we  are  told  bv  the 
Intelligencer's  report,  'Mr.  Mason  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  w  hich  motion  was  rejected  by  six- 
ty-four yeas  to  elghty-six  nays.'  This  was  after 
full  debate — after  all  amendments  were  disposed  of, 
and  after  the  sessions  had  been  protracted  much 
beyond  the  ordinary  period  on  any  day,  but  espe- 
cially on  Saturday.  From  this,  Mr.  Mason  and 
every  member  In  the  house  saw  that  the  house  con- 
sidered the  discussion  exhausted,  and  was  resolved 
to  vote. 

"Mr.  Mason  proceeded  until  7  o'clock,  and  then 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

"It  was  rejected  by  a  still  stronger  vote 

"Mr.  Mason  continued  until  alter  8  o'clock;  and 
then  gave  way  for  another  motion  to  adjourn. 

"Mr.  Mason  then  resumed,  and  finished. 

"This  was  the  first  attempt  to  drive  the  house  to 
an  adjournment  against  its  will." 

However  wilhilly  false  all  that  is  there  said  in 
reference  to  the  part  I  bore  in  the  debate  Is.  I  should 
never  have  descended  to  notice  the  calumny,  but 


live  in  public  affairs.  1  seek  only  to  correct  the 
misrepresentations  ot  fact. 

It  is  stated  in  the  paragraph  that  my  motion  for 
the  committee  to  rise  alter  6o"cl"ck  in  tie  eienlng 
was  made  "alter  full  debate,  alter  all  the  amend- 
ments were  disposed  ol,"  and  after  "Mr.  Mason 
and  every  member  in  the  house  saw  that  tlie  house 
considered  the  discussion  exhausted,  and  was  re- 
solved to  vote." 

Whether  the  debat"  had  been  "full"  or  whether 
"the  house  considered  the  discussion  exhausted, 
and  was  resolved  to  vote,"  will  best  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  the  debate  had  commenced  only 
on  the  day  before  on  so  important  a  bill;  that  It  was 
continued  on  the  same  nii;ht  lor  nioie  than  lour 
hours  alter  I  had  concluiled — was  ^e^unled  again  on 
Monday,  and  not  ended  until  alter  dark  on  the 
Wednesday  niglit  succeeding. 

Next,  as  to  the  decliiralion  of  the  Globe  that  I 
did  not  take  the  floor  until  "alter  all  the  amend- 
ments were  disposed  of,"  the  lacts  are,  that  no  vote 
or  action  of  any  kind  had  been  taken  on  any  aiiiend- 
ineiit  whatever,  except  that  one  offered  by  my  col- 
leai;ue  (Mr.  Hopkins)  had  been  ruled  out,  and  (as 
the  columns  of  the  same  pajier  show,  in  which  the 
falsehood  is  editorially  vouched,)  an  amendment 
offered  by  another  colleague  (Mr.  Robertson)  was' 
pending  when  I  rose  to  speak.  And,  again;  it  is' 
furtlier  true  that  seven  several  amendments,  propos- 
ed by  as  many  diilerent  gentlemen,  were  printed, 
before  us,  and  all  undisposed  of,  when  they  were 
cut  off  by  the  previous  question  on  Wednesday 
ninht,  three  days  after  my  speech  was  made.  ' 

So  much  for  the  facts  of  the  Globel 

I  will  say,  only,  in  addition,  that  much  as  I  was  ' 
opposed  to  the  expensive  mode  of  raising  the  mo- 
ney by  an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  when,  as  I 
thought  demonstrable,  a  loan  until  the  sovernment 
was  prepared  to  cancel  the  debt  would  have  been 
a  far  cheaper  mode  of  raising  it,  yet,  when  by  the, 
previous  question  the  house  relused  to  entertain' 
the  bill  in  any  other  form,  I  could  s-e  no  propriety 
in  voting  against  it,  and  accordingly  gave  my  vote 
for  the  tiill  as  it  stood. 

You  will  do  me  the  honor  to  publish  this  letter, 
and  thus  oblige,  yours. 

Very  respectfully,  &.c.  &c. 

James  M.  Mason. 
^H 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  J.  W.  CROCKETT^ 

House  of  Representatives,  ^ 

Washington  City,  April  30,  1338.    > 

My  very  dear  sir:  Your  very  laconic,  but  not  very; 
courteous,  letter  of  the  16th  Instant,  deinamling  me 
to  send  you  and  others  jir.  Benton's  speech,  is  just 
received,  and  I  hasten  to  reply. 

As  to  your  asseitlon  that  "that  there  are  a  large 
majority  of  administration  men  in  Weakly  county," 
that  Is  a  qiiesiion  upon  which  there  may  be  between 
us  an  honest  difference  ol  opinion.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  however,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,  and 
I  have  therefore  only  to  return  you  my  thanks  for 
your  politeness  In  furnishing  ine  with  the  inlbrina- 
tlon,  anil  to  assure  you  it  Is  duly  appreciated. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure,  sir,  at  all  timeS; 
to  be  obliging,  and  I  have  frequently  iinilergone 
considerable  inconvenience  to  accommodate  my 
friends  when  requested  to  do  so  in  respectful  Ian- 
o-nage;  but  my  own  views  of  propriety  and  self- 
respect  compel  me,  under  existing  circumstances, 
with  all  due  respect,  to  decline  a  compliance  with 
your  request.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton's and  Mr.  Calhoun's  speeches,  as  lam  Informed,  j 
have  been  p.lnled  gratuitously,  and  circulated  by 
"Me  p(;i7?/"  throughout  the  land.  _    ;' 

My  own  opinion  h,  honestly,  that  they  are  paidji 
for  out  ol  the  public  treasury,  and  I  believe  It  could |i 
be  proven  to  the  satlsfactinn  of  every  uiiprejiidiced|' 
mind;  at  any  rate  I  should  like  to  know  how  deari 
Blair,  "the  printer  ol  the  Globe,  can  afford  to  priliti 
so  many  thousand  speeches"  for  nothing,  and  find' 
lilmsell?  No  man  can  believe  it  who  Is  not  as  blind, 
with  P'lrty  prej'idice  as  a  snake  in  dog-days.  The! 
cost  at  the  ordirniry  rate  cannot.  I  think,  be  lessi 
than  from  3  to  $1(10,000. 

But,  for  my  part.  I  have  to  piri/ for  all  the  speeches, 
I  send  to  my  constituents  at  the  rate  of  from  2  1-2' 
to  $0  per  hundred.  This  affair  of  sending  speeche.i, 
sir,  you  must  know  is  a  private  concern,  paid  lor.  so;i 
far  as  the  whig  members  are  concerned,  out  ol  theiri 
own  private  purses;  and  have  the  fact  that/only'ij 
send  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  set  forth  sound  andj. 
correst  views  and  principles.  | 
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1  have  nn  doubt  I  could  obtain  thousands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Benton's  spi-eclios,  wiihout  cost  to 
me,  but  they  would  be  paid  lor  out  of  th.»  jieople't 
money;  aud.to  be  candid  and  Irank  on  the  subject, 
sir,  I  must  say  that,  il  1  could  obtain  a  million  of 
them  I'or  a  red  cent,  I  have  too  much  respect  lor  my 
franking  privilege  to  be  guilty  ot  so  gross  an  abuse 
of  It  as  I  b'lieve  it  would  b.'  to  frank  even  o<ic  of 
them.  I  would  have  no  objections  to  circulate  the 
/ui>  and  c («'//'/  exa.nination  of  those  measures  to 
which  1  am  opposed,  by  thi-  friends  of  the  aUuiinis- 
tratiou;  but  sucli  a  bundle  o( iJeinagogiieism  as  Ben- 
ton's speech  contains,  got  up  to  gull  and  mislead 
the  public  cniud,  can  never  receive  my  endorse- 
ment wuil.;  I  keep  my  seu-es. 

I  liavetak-n  the  lib-rty  of  showing  yonr  letter  to 
my  friLMid  and  colleague,  col.  C.  H.  VVilliams,  and 
he  requests  me  to  present  you  his  respects  most  af- 
fectionatelv. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob  'dient  servant, 

John-   W.  Crockett. 
Di:  John  B.  Fnnville, 

Dreuten,  Tennessee. 

From  the  Xiliowil  Intelligencer. 
M.VJOK  CKOSi'  ACCUL'.vrS. 

The  resoiiilion  relerrcd  lo  by  Air.  Underwood 
having  b  en  publislied  in  the  National  Inlelli- 
gjnoer,  M.ijor  Cross  requests  the  editors  of  that 
journal  lo  do  hini  the  favor  to  insert  the  following 
letters  on  the  subject: 

Keiiresenlatives'  Chamber,  June  6,  1336. 

Sir:  I  deeiii  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  I  otfered 
a  resoluiiou  this  morning  Cddingiipon  the  secretary 
of  the  ireasury  lo  furniin  the  house  a  copy  of  your 
accounts  as  presented  lor  seltleinenl.  Sec.  The  re- 
solution was  adopted,  and  you  may  probably  see  it 
in  to-moiro,v's  papers.  I'ne  caiise  of  this  move- 
ment is:  An  individual  named  Ma^uire  called  on 
me  a  day  or  two  since,  and  informed  me  that  he 
believed  mere  were  illegal  practices  prevailing  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the  treasury;  that  al- 
lowances were  made  for  extra  services,  and  as  a 
per  centage  on  disbursemeiils,  the  legjlity  of  which 
was  doubled,  and  that  your  accounts  would  illus- 
trate the  matter,  kc.  Since  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  gen.  McKay  came  to  my  desk  and  ex- 
plained the  relation  between  Maguire  and  yourself, 
(of  which  I  had  previ.iusly  heani,)  and  stated  that 
you  hail  a  petition  before  the  military  committee, 
asking  compensation  for  extra  services,  (mm  which 
lie  inlerred  that  no  payment  on  that  account  had 
been  made  you. 

I  leel  it  lo  be  my  duty  to  inquire  into  abuses  al- 
leged 10  exist  by  any  citizen,  and  I  have  also  deemed 
it  proper  to  make  this  communication,  as  the  in- 
quiry may  possibly  alfect  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obeitient  servant, 

J.    R.    U.VDEP.WOOD. 

Miijjr  T.  Cross. 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  6,  183S. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note 
of  this  d.ite,  informing  me  that,  at  the  instance  of  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Mai;uire,  you  had  introduced 
a  resolulion  calling  upon  the  secretaiy  ot  the  trea- 
sury to  furnish  the  house  of  representatives  with  a 
copy  of  my  accounts,  as  presented  for  settlement. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kindness  which 
prompted  your  nonce  to  me  of  the  course  you  had 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  pursue  on  the  occasion. 
Far  from  taking  any  exception  to  it,  I  recognise 
the  obligation  of  every  public  functionary,  when 
oHicial  abuses  are  alleged,  to  inquire  into  them, 
even  if  the  allegations  do  not  come  from  the  most 
respectable  source.  I  have  always  acted  upon  this 
principle  myself,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
fided to  me,  and  am  disposed  to  commend  rather 
than  condemn  it  in  others. 

It  will  be  iny  pleasure,  sir,  to  meet  the  most 
searching  iiivestijation  into  all  my  official  acts,  and 
esjjecially  into  all  my  pecuniary  transactions  with 
the  public,  whenever  ifiey  may  be  deemed  worthy 
of  inquiry  by  the  competent  aut'iorily.  This  I  may 
challenge  with  a  boldness  inspired  by  a  conscious- 
ness that  they  defy  even  malisjnity  itself. 

But  I  do  not  understand  fro:n  your  note  that  my 
official  integrity  has  heen  at  all  impugned.  If  •'ille- 
gal practices  do  prevail  in  Ihe  settlement  of  accounts 
at  the  trea-ury,"  the  responsibility  is  on  the  accoii  nt- 
ing  officers  of  that  department,  to  whom  is  confided 
the  power  of  construing  the  laws,  ami  passing  upon 
all  claims  presented  asrainst  Ihe  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir, 

Vour  most  obedient  snrvant, 

T.  Cross, 
Maj.  U.  S.  J.  Mi's  y-  J^-  f^- 
Hon.  J.  R    Underwooii, 

Houte  of  RepresenUUivei. 


From  Ihe  Ifulional  Intelligencer. 
EXPL.\.\ATORY  LETTERS. 
Senate  Chamber.  Saturday,  June  9,  1S.3S. 
Gentlemen:  In   the  Globe  of  yesterday  evening, 
under  the  head  of  "proceedings  ill  the  senate,"  the 
following  paragraph  occurs: 

'Indian  hostilities. 
"On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  house  bill  making  anproprialions  lor 
the  prevention  and  suppression  of  Indian  lioslililies 
for  IS33,  and  lor  the  payment  of  arrearages  in  1S37. 
"On  ordering  this  bill  to  ils  third  reading,  Mr. 
IVebsler  addressed  the  senate,  and  was  answered  by 


"explaimil  at  some  length  the  grouiuls  on  which 
I  had  voted  against  the  amendment"  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ewing,)  proposing  lo  allow  the  slate 
of  Indiana  to  purchase  the  lands  recently  obtained 
from  the  Miainies  at  the  ininiiiiuin  price. 

This  is  erroneous.  1  voted  lor  that  amendment. 
The  substance  of  my  remarks,  which  were  made 
alter  that  vote  was  taken,  and  upon  the  ainendincnt 
reported  by  the  committee  on  public  lands  excep- 
ting ihe  Miami  lands  from  the  general  provisions  of 
the  pre-emption  bill,  was,  that,  although  I  regret- 
ted 10  see  that  bill  embarrassed  by  any  heteroge- 
neous provisions,  which  might  distract  its  Iriiuids 


Mr.  l-KngA/,  when  Mr.  f;fs(o;i  spoke  at  length,  re- '  I  hoped  that  Ihe  vote  just  taken  would  not  he 
llectiiig  generally  on  the  war  and  its  causes  which  i  wrought  into  an  argument  against  us,  when  the 
he  attributed  lo  Ihe  fault  of  Ihe  admiiiiatralion.  j  subject  of  my  colleague's  amendment  should  be 
•Mr.  Lumpkin  aildressed  the  hou-e  as  follows:"^  presented  as  an  independent  proposition,  and  I  de- 


clared myself  in  lavor  of  its  justice. 

I  voted  also  for  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

Albert  S.  White. 

June  11,  1S38. 

House  of  Itepresentativcs,  June  II,  1833. 
Gentlemen:  It  seems  by  your  report  of  the  debate 
on  the  pre-emption  bill,  iii  the  Intelligencer  of  this 
The  course  ol  the  debate  was  this:  I  made  some  ]  morning,  that  I  was  understood  to  have  ottered  an 
remarks  upon  the  Florida  war,  without  the  slight-  |  amendment  that  would  give  pre-emption  riglits  to 
est  allusion  to  the  Georgia  atiairs.  Mr.  Lumpkin  ;  those  who  have  "already  settled"  on  the  .Miami  re- 
followed,  making  no  allusion  whatever  to  any  thing  j  serve  lands  in  Indiana,  when,  in  truth,  my  amend- 
I  had  said,  but  went  at  once  ami  exclusively  inloal  ment  (which  is  on  file  as  presented  on  the  7th  in- 
discussion  ol    Ihe    correspondence  between   John  i  slant,  and  shall  be  revived  when  the  bill  be  reported 


Here  follows  Mr.  Lumpkin's  speech  at  large 
This  representation  of  the  debate,  which  occurred 
on  the  day  of  the  above  publication,  produces  the 
impression  that  I  opened  a  discussion  on  Ihe  subj  ct 
ofthe  Cherokee  Indians,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
executive  in  regard  tu  them,  which  brought  out 
gov.  Lumpkin  in  reply:  and  this  im|)ression  is 
strengthened  by  his  speech  appearing  to  be  entirely 
in  answer    to  nie.     This  is  altogether  erroneous. 


Ross  and  the  executive,  stating  that  his  object  was 
to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  some  misapprehen- 
sions in  regard  to  it,  and  also  that  the  executive 
of  the  United  States  had  thr  authority  of  gov.  Gil- 
mer for  the  course  it  had  pursued.  To  this  I  re- 
plied   and  emleavored  lo  show  that  Ihe  proceedings 


to  the  house,)  as  well  as  my  remarks  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  presenting  it,  were  directly  adverse  to 
any  such  grant.  About  half  a  dozen  original  set- 
tlers on  the  tract  alluded  to,  Ac/ore  the  dale  of  Ihe 
treaty,  (by  consent  of  the  Indians,)  and,  as  repre- 
nted  to  me,  having  improved  the  quarter  sections 


of  the  executive  were  impolitic,  and  calculated  to  j  they  occupy,  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  lose  their 
embarrass  gov.  Gilmer  and  gen.  Scott,  and  to  im- 1  labor  by  a  change  of  ownership;  ami,  with  the  ex- 
pede  the  execution  of  Ihe  treatv;  and  I  contended  I  ception  of  such,  I  contendeil,  as  my  amendment  re- 
Ihat  gov.  Gilmer  did  not  authorize  Ihe  extension  of  |  quin-s,  that  the  slate  slioi.ld  have  a  pre-emption  to 
the  time  of  removal  of  the  Indians  for  two  years,  the  entire  purchase;  that  she  had  brouglit  herself 
!j.c.  &.C.  Gov.  Lumpkin  replied  to  these  remarks,  j  clearly  within  the  principles  ofthe  bill,  by  exteiid- 
and  so  the  debate  proceeded.     Of  gov.  Lumpkin's  I  ing  her  improvements  into  the  wilderness;  and,  by 


first  speech,  which  opened  the  whole   eround,  and 
led  to  the  debate  there  is  no  mention  in  the  Globe. 

I  should  not  have  thought  this  correction  iieci-s- 
sary,  but  my  attention  was  called  to  the  report  of 
the  debate  by  th-'se  two  circumstances: 

1st.  That  the  Globe,  publisheilon  the  evening  of 
the  debate,  contained  tlie  extracts  from  gov.  Gil- 
mer's letters,  which  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Lump- 
kin. 

2.  That  Mr.  Lumpkin's  speech,  as  published  in 
the  Globe,  manilestly  prepared  by  him,  leaves  the 
impression  that  all  which  he  said  on  the  subject  of 
the  Cherokees  had  been  elicited  by  my  remarks: 
whereas,  he  had  preceded  me,  and  brought  on  the 
discussion. 

W.M.  C.  Preston. 

Hall  of  Rcpresentalivcs,  June  11, 1S3S. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaion:  Gentlemen:  When 
the  )  eas  and  nays  on  Ihe  bill  to  remove  or  alter  the 
building  in  jiro^jress  of  erectiori  for  the  treasuiy  of- 
fice, (reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  ol  this 
morning,)  were  taken,  I  was  not  in  uiy  seat  lo  vote 
upon  it,  having  been  confined  to  iny  room,  by  in- 
disposition, for  two  weeks.  Had  I  been  present,  I 
should  have  voted  against  laying  that  bill  on  the  table. 

I  deem  it  due  to  myself  to  say  so,  as  the  inquiry 
originally  instiluted  was  under  a  resolulion,  which 
I  offered  during  the  extra  session.  In  oifering  the 
resolulion,  I  diil  not  design  to  reflect  a  censure  upon 
the  late  or  present  executive,  nor  upon  the  architect; 
but  simply  upon  the  building  itself.  Indeed,  I  Like 
pleasure  in  cordially  commending  Ihe  course  which 
Mr.  Van  Biiren  has  pursued,  in  co-operating  in  hav- 
ing a  sui'able  examination  made  ofthe  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  inakinsr  a  change  of  construction  or 
location.  The  building  is  inconvenient,  and  the 
site  is  badly  selected.  The  looms  will  be  small  and 
dark,  and  will  be  unhealthy.  It  is,  at  least,  doubt 
ful  if  the  building  will  endure  long  if  erected.  And 
I  believe  that  a  more  convenient  building  could  be 
erected,  and  a  saving  ol  three  or  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  etl'ected. 

Instead  of  being  heated  by  flues,  there  is  to  be  a 
fireplace  in  each  room. 

These  are  some,  and  the  chief  of  the  considera- 
tions which  would  have  induced  me  to  vote  against 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  Ihe  table. 

By  inserting  this  note  you  will  greatly  oblige 
your  friend. 

Wm.  C.  Johnson. 

to  the  editors. 
Gentlemen:  In  the  sketch  which  appe.ired  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  this  morning,  of  the  debate 
upon  the  pre-emption  bill,  I  am  reported  to  have 


her  policy  and  action,  had  imparted  value  lo  the 
land,  which  should  now  accrue  to  her  benefit,  for 
public  purposes,  upon  every  principle  of  equity. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  great  difficulty  una- 
voidably experienced  by  reporters  in  catching  the 
precise  views  expressed  by  members,  but  that  diffi- 
culty does  not  extend  to  amendments  olfered  in 
writing. 

The  -'Globe"  has  published  the  same  erroneous 
statement  of  iny  amendment,  and  it  is  important, 
upon  this  matter,  that  I  prevent  m.'srepresentatioii 
at  home.  I  copy  my  amendment  as  ottered,  and 
let  it  speak  for  itself: 

"Provided,  however.  That  the  slate  of  Indiana 
shall  have  the  exclusive  privilege  for  one  year  to 
enter  at  the  legal  luinimum  price  all  Ihe  lands  in 
said  state  purchased  ol  the  Miami  Indians  by  treaty, 
approved  in ,  1837,  except  such  quarter  sec- 
tions as  were  occupied  and  improved  at  the  time  of 
the  date  of  making  said  treaty,  by  bona  fide  citi- 
zens of  said  slate,  wilh  Ihe  previous  consent  of  said 
Indians;  and  such  settlers  shall,  of  right,  be  enti- 
tled to  enter,  within  one  year  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  the  quarter  section  each  may 
have  so  settled  and  improved." 

On  ottering  this,  I  adverted  to  the  uncalled  for, 
and,  as  I  thought,  invidious  eulogy  of  my  colleague 
upon  settlers  now  claiming  pre-emption  rights,  as 
calculated  to  excite  a  belief  that  their  character  had 
been  assailed,  and  thus  revive  and  rivet  a  falsehood 
recently  promulgated  to  injure  or  defame  an  exalted 
statesman  belonging  to  theitlier  house;  but,  unless 
the  amendment  I  then  olfered,  and  another  to  se- 
cure the  reception  of  all  bank  notes  of  five  dollars 
and  upwards,  issued  by  specie-paying  banks  of  the 
states  and  territories  wherein  the  lands  lie,  and  re- 
deemable on  demand,  be  adopted,  I  did  not  say  (as 
the  report  makes  me)  that  1  would  vote  for  the  bill; 
and  I  will  now  take  occasion  to  say,  that  my  con- 
victions of  the  propriety  and  policy  and  justice  of 
both  contemplated  amendments  remain  the  same, 
and,  unless  tney  be  adopted,  I  shall  most  certainly 
not  vote  for  a  measure  Ihat  woiilH  otherwise  injure 
a  large  majority  of  my  respected  constituents. 

Please  give  this  a  place  in  Ihe  Intelligencer,  and 
oblige  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.NO.    EwiNG. 

Messrs.  Gales  S;  Seaton. 

note   by  the  REPORTER. 

[The  explanation  of  mistake  of  the  sense  of  "an 
amendment  in  writing"  is,  Ihat  the  amendment  in 
writing  could  not  be  found  by  our  reporter;  and  the 
statement  of  ils  substance  was  taken  from  another 

paper,  the  reporter  lor  which  seems  10  have  mis- 
understood its  import.] 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GEORGIA. 

The  following   messase  was   received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States;  aJid,  when  read  was 
laid  on  the  table: 
To  the  house  of  representalives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  4lh  inst. 
callitio-  for  any  communication  received  from  the 
governors  oftlie  slates  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  or  Alabama,  in  reference  to  Ihe  (iropos- 
ed  modification  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1S35,  I 
herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
which  is  accompanied  hy.i  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  him  by  the  governor  ol  Georsjia,  and  of  his  reply 
thereto.  As  slated  by  the  secretary,  no  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  has  been  received  from  either 
of  the  other  executives  mentioned. 

M.  Van  Buexn. 

Vfashin^ion,  June  6,  1838. 

War  Department,  June  6, 1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representalives  of  the  4lh  inst.  referred  by 
you  to  thi.s  department,  calling  for  any  communica- 
tion which  may  have  been  received  "from  Ihe  go- 
vernors of  the  states  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  or  Alabama,  on  the  proposition  of  John 
Ross  and  his  associates,  lor  extending  the  time  of 
removing  Ihe  Cherokee  Indians  from  those  states," 
I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yu,  for  transmis- 
sion to  that  body,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
ply of  the  department  thereto.  Nothijig  has  been 
received  from  either  of  the  other  executives  men- 
tioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  mo.st  obedient  servant, 
J.  R.  Poinsett. 

To  the  President  of  ihe  United  Stales. 

Executive  Department,  (Georgia.) 

MilladgeviUe,  May  28,  1838. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you 
the  proposals  of  the  government  to  John  Ross,  and 
instructions  to  general  Scott. 

The  surprise  and  regret  excited  in  myself  at 
these  proceedings  ol  the  government,  I  am  sure  will 
be  felt  by  every  citizen  of  the  state. 

I  can  give  to  them  no  sanction  whatever. 
The  proposals  to  Ross  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution   but   in  violation   of  the   rights   of  the 
slate.     The  very  making  of  them  must  prove  ex- 
ceedingly injurious  to  the  interests  of  its  people. 

The  lands  which  are  in  tlie  occupancy  of  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia  are  the  private  property  of  its  citi- 
zens; and  Ihe  owners  are  now  entitled,  by  the  laws, 
to  possession.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  all 
unnecessary  suffering  and  hardships  on  the  part  of 
the  Cherokees,  these  proprietors  have  been  earnest- 
ly entreated  not  to  eiiforce  their  rights  at  once,  but 
to  wail  until  the  Indians  should  be  removed  by  the 
army.  They  have  been  assured  that  this  would  be 
done  by  the  president  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in 
perfect  good  faith.  Sincere  regret  is  lelt  that  the 
success  of  these  etTorts  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
have  been  defeated  by  the  government. 

As  soon  as  tlie  proposals  to  Ross  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  gen.  Scott  are  known  to  the  proprietors, 
they  will  no  longe/  be  restrained  from  taking  pos- 
session of  their  property.  It  becomes  necessary, 
therefore,  that  I  should  know  whether  the  presi- 
dent intends,  by  the  instructions  to  gen.  Scott,  to 
require  that  the  Indians  shall  be  maintained  in 
their  occupancy  by  an  armed  force, in  opposition  to 
the  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  soil.  If  such  is  the 
intention  of  the  president,  a  direct  collision  between 
the  authorities  of  the  state  and  the  general  govern- 
ment must  ensue.  My  duty  will  require  that  I  shall 
prevent  any  interference  whatever  by  the  troops 
with  the  rights  of  the  state  and  its  citizens.  I 
.shall  not  fail  to  perform  it.  To  avoid  misunder- 
standing, permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  rae.  and  as  early  as  you  conveniently 
can,  the  president's  views  upon  this  subject. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Indians  can  be  removed 
from  the  state  in  the  execution  of  Ihe  treaty,  and  by 
the  troops  noworganizedand  stationed  in  the  country 
with  that  avowed  purpose,  with  more  ease  and  ex- 
pedition, and  a  readier  acquiescence  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  than  by  any  means  in  the  power  of  this 
state. 

If,  however,  the  government  consents  that  Ross 
and  his  friends  shall  remain  two  years  longer,  the 
state  will  be  obliged  to  get  rid  of  the  evils  which 
must  necessarily  arise  from  such  policy,  by  exer- 
cising its  own  rights  of  jurisdiction,  and  remove 
them  by  the  most  efficient  means  which  it  can 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  he. 

Geo.  R.  Gilmer. 
To  the  hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett. 


War  Department,  June  3, 1838. 

.Sir.'  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  excellency's  reply  to  my  communica- 
tion, conveying  the  proposals  made  by  the  execu- 
tive to  the  Cherokee  delegation,  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  general  Scott;  and  Irom  the  tenor  of  your 
remarks,  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  your  excellen- 
cy must  have  misapprehended  the  true  meaning 
and  intent  ol  the  go\'ernment. 

The  question  of  prolonging  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval ol  the  Cherokees  is. expressly  referred  to  the 
states  by  this  department,  and  such  extension  was 
not  intended  to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  required  by  a  due  regard  to  Ihe 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Cherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  consistent  with  their  health  and 
comfort.  General  Scott  is  moreover  instructed  to 
continue  the  prosecution  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians;  and,  whether  their 
removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compulsion,  or  by  vo 
liintary  emigration  under  their  own  agents,  so  t< 
conduct  his  operations  as  to  place  the  proprietors  of 
Ihe  lands  there  in  possession  of  their  property  with 
as  lillle  delay  as  possible.  These  inslructions  cer- 
tainly do  not  warrant  the  supposition  that  the  go 
verninenf  consents  that  Ross  and  his  friends  shall 
remain  two  years  longer;  on  the  contrary,  the  or 
ders  of  the  government  are  most  positive  that  the 
Indijiis  are  to  be  removed  from  Georgia  first,  and 
Irom  the  other  states  as  speedily  as  jiraclicable;  and 
your  excellency  may  be  assured,  from  the  charac 
ler  of  Ihe  officer  intrusted  with  their  execution,  that 
these  orders  will  be  carried  into  effect  without  any 
unnecessary  delay.  The  department  cannot,  there 
fore,  perceive  any  cause  for  Ihe  apprehension  your 
excellency  seems  to  entertain  of  a  collision  be- 
tween the  authorities  of  the  state  and  the  general 
government. 

I  liilly  concur  with  your  excellency  in  opinion 
that  "the  Indians  can  be  removed  from  the  state  in 
the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  by  Ihe  troops  now 
organized  and  stationed  in  the  country  with  that 
a\ow'ed  purpose,  willi  more  ease  and  expedition, 
and  a  readier  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, than  by  any  means  in  the  power  of  this 
state,"  (meaning  Georgia;)  and  I  beg  leave  to  rei- 
terate to  your  e.xcellency  the  assurance  that  the 
troops  will  be  employed,  not  in  opposiijg,  but  in 
vindicating  the  rights  of  the  states  interested  in  the 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  in  establishing,  without 
unnecessary  delaj',  their  citizens  in  the  possession 
of  their  property  in  the  Cherokee  countiy.  All 
parlies  must  desire  that  this  may  be  effected  rather 
by  the  voluntary  emigration  of  the  Indians  than 
by  the  application  of  force,  a  resort  to  which  the  go- 
vernment  desires  most  earnestly  to  avoid  if  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  R.  Poinsett. 
Ilis  excellency  Geo.  R.  Gilmer, 

Governor  of  Georgia,  Milledgerille,  Ga. 

From  the  Globe. 

In  the  senate,  on  Thursday,  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  was  taken  up,  and 
Mr. Preston,  [see  page  243  for  Mr.  Preston's  explan- 
atory letter]  wilhoul  knowing  anything  of  Ihesub- 
ject  on  which  he  inveighed,  went  to  work  alter  the 
fashion  of  the  letter  writing  tribe,  to  manufacture 
something  to  answer  party  purposes.  Gov.  Lump- 
kin, of  Georgia,  made  a  short  shift  for  Mr.  Preston, 
by  presenting  a  clear  narrative  of  recorded  facts  he- 
fore  the  senate.  Mr.  Preston  insisted  that  the 
course  of  the  administration,  in  proposing  to  con- 
ciliate the  malcontent  Cherokees,  by  holding  out 
inducements  to  voluntary  emigration,  was  altogether 
wrong,  and  had  given  the  states  interested  just 
cause  of  olfence.  The  governor  of  Georgia  was  al- 
luded to,  as  well  as  general  Scott,  as  being  badly 
treated  by  the  course  of  the  department,  which,  it 
was  pretended,  disappointed  all  their  expectations. 
Upon  this,  governor  Lumpkin  rose  and  read  tile  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  governor  Gilmer,  suggesting 
precisely  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ment.    It  is  as  follov.s: 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  governor  Gilmer,  dated 
milerlgeville,  March  5,  J  838. 

"The  best  informed  persons  residing  among  the 
Cherokees,  express  the  opinion  that  Ross  can,  if  he 
will,  remove  his  people  at  once.  To  avoid  Ihe  great 
expense  of  the  government,  and  preserve  the  lives 
and  properly  of  our  citizens  and  the  Indians,  which 
may  be  sacrificed,  if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force, 
the"  government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  very  liberal 
price  for  the  volirntaiy  and  immediate  removal  of 
Ihe  Indians.  To  enable  Ross  and  Ihe  chiefs  to  ef- 
fect this  object,  I  believe  it  lo  be  necessary  to.- them 
first  to  return  home,  see  their  people,  and  let  them 
be  satisfied  that  their  efforts  to  change  the  treaty 
have  been  honest,  though  unavailing.  The  Chero- 
kees are  so  suspicious  of  their  chiefs,  that  even 


Ross,  entirely  as  he  has  their  confidence,  might 
lose  all  power  to  serve  them,  if  he  attempted  to 
make  a  contract  with  the  government  for  Iheiremi- 
gration  before  they  were  consulted,  and  theirappro- 
val  of  the  measure  obtained.  If  the  government 
should  ascertain,  upon  Ross'  return  home,  that  he 
had  the  power,  and  was  willing  to  undertake  the  re- 
moval of  his  people,  the  terms  of  the  contract  could 
be  agreed  upon  without  difficulty  or  del.iy. 

"If  the  pertinacity  of  Ross  should  create  any  dif- 
ficulty, it  might  be  obviated  by  making  no  refer- 
ence in  his  contract  to  the  treaty." 

How  far  Mr.  Preston's  assertion  that  Ihe  secre- 
tary arrested  the  operations  of  general  Scott,  and 
prevented  that  officer  fiom  doing  his  duly  in  re- 
moving the  Indians,  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
letter,  just  received  through  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, on  that  subject: 

Milledgeville,  June  2,  1S3S. 

Sir:  Having  just  arrived  from  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions in  the  Cherokee  country,  I  avail  myself  ol  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  your  excellency  the 
movements  of"  my  chief,  general  Scolt,  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia.  Upon  the  241h  ult.  he  placed 
the  Georgia  volunteers  under  the  command  ol  gene- 
ral Floyd,  in  position,  and  on  the  25th  commenced 
operations.  General  Floyd,  in  person,  commanded 
the  first  detachment  that  operated.  The  prompt- 
ness and  ability  of  his  movement  gave  to  the  com- 
manding general  the  highest  satisfaction,  while  it 
presented  to  the  balance  of  the  command  a  salutary 
example. 

The  number  of  prisoners  on  Tuesday  last  was 
about  3,000;  and  by  this  I  do  not  ihink  there  is  a 
wandering  Indian  in  the  Cherokee  country,  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia.  The  captures  were  made 
with  Ihe  utmost  kindess  and  hirmariity,  and  free 
from  every  stain  of  violence.  The  deportment  of 
our  Georgia  citizens  resident  in  (he  Cherokee  coun- 
tries, has  been  marked  by  a  forbearance  and  kind- 
ness towards  the  Iriiliaris.  that  must  v\ in  for  them 
the  admiration  of  every  philanthropist.  Permit  me 
lo  conclude  with  the  congratulation  of  our  rights 
being  so  promptly  and  peacefully  secured. 
With  the  highest  regard, 

A.  H.  Kenan, 
Volunteer  aid-de-camp  to  General  Scott. 

His  excellency  G.  R.  Gilmer. 

This  letter,  too,  we  hope  will  satisfy  governor 
Gilmer  that  the  ground  is  untenable  taken  in  the 
following  letter,  written  by  way,  we  suppose,  of 
acknowledging  his  obligations  to  the  secretary  at 
war  for  accomplishing  the  wishes  expressed,  not 
only  by  himself,  but  by  men  of  distinction  in  all 
parts  of  Georgia,  as  gov.  Lumpkin  informed  the 
senate.  We  annex  this  kind  requital  of  gov.  Gil- 
mer for  the  promptitude  with  which  the  secretary 
entered  into  the  views  of  engaging  Ross  and  others 
actively  in  the  business  of  emigration.  It  will  be 
seen  that  his  excellency  is  now  disposed  to  treat 
the  military  force,  busily  engaged  in  urging  and 
aiding  the  emigraiion,  as  a  hostile  array  against 
Georgia  to  defijnd  the  Indians;  and,  in  that  view, 
is  prepared  to  levy  war  on  the  Unite<l  States.  But 
we  give  the  letter  and  reply,  that  the  country  may 
judge  governor  Gilmer  on  his  own  showing.  The 
bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  a  vote  of  ayes 
40,  noes  0,  and  would  have  finally  passed,  but  that 
Mr.  Benton  intimated  a  wish  lo  speak  on  it. 

[Here  follows  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Gilmer  and 
Poinsett,  inserted  above.] 

We  find  the  following  correspondence  in  the 
"Globe"  of  Friday  night  the  9lli  inst. 

Jixecutive  Department, 
Milledgeville,  May  30,  1838. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  yon  my  answertothe  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  upon  the  subject  of  hi?  proposals  to 
John  Ross,  and  late  instructions  to  general  Scott. 

All  heie  conciir  in  the  opinion  that  thes»  pro- 
ceeilingsof  the  government  are  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  state,  and  calculated  to  produce  the 
nrosi  extensive  and  serious  e\ils  in  the  Cherokee 
coirnlry. 

Permit  me  to  request  that  the  delegation  in  con- 
gress from  this  state  will  unite  in  ascertaining 
from  the  president  whether  it  his  intention  lo  con- 
tinue the  present  delay  in  removing  the  Cherokees 
by  Ihe  troops  under  general  Scott,  for  the  purpose 
of  elfecling  that  object  by  contracts  to  be  made  with 
the  agents  of  Ross  and  his  fnenils,  or  for  any  other 
purpose?  And  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  main- 
lain  the  Indians  by  force  upon  the  soil  of  Georgia, 
in  opposition  to  Ihe  will  of  the  state,  arid  the  rights 
of  its  citizens,  to  whom  the  lands  have  been  grant- 
ed? and  that  you  communicate  lo  me  his  determina- 
tion. Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc. 

George  R.  Gilmer. 
Hon.  Seaton  Grantland, 

House  of  representatives  United  States. 
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Department  of  War,  June  7,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowleilge  the 
receipt  of  your  coinmnnication  oi"  the  5th  iiist. 
covering'  a  letter  from  the  ijov.'riior  of  Georgia,  and 
asking  a  reply  to  the  inquiries  it  contaiiis.  Al- 
thou/li  they  have  been  substantially  answered  in 
the  reply  ol  the  ilepartnient  to  his  excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  2Stli  ullimo,  the  tenor  of  these  interro- 
gatories manifests  such  an  extraordinary  niisappro- 
heusion  of  the  intei'tions  ofthe  j;overncaent,  that  it 
becomes  necessary,  again,  to  explain  them. 

His  excellency  desires  to  be  informed  if  it  is  the 
president's  "intention  to  continue  the  present  <leleiy 
in  removing  the  Cherokees  by  the  troops  under 
gfeneral  Scott  for  the  purpose  of  elfectin^  that  ob- 
ject by  contract  with  the  agents  of  Ross  and  his 
friends,  or  any  other  purpose?"  The  departinejil 
does  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  present 
delay.  When  general  Scott  left  Washington,  he 
carried  with  liim  inslruclions  to  proceed  without 
delay  in  the  removal  ofthe  Cherokees,  and  his  des 
patches,  since  received,  show  that  he  took  the  pro- 
per measures  to  obey  his  instructions  with  his  cha- 
racteristic promptness  and  energy.  When  the  con- 
ciliatory proposals  of  tlie  executive  to  the  Chero- 
kee dele:5atiofi  were  submitted  to  congress,  the 
general  was  a^ain  instruct"d  to  continue  the  pro- 
secution of  the  measures  he  had  adopted  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  and  whether  it  was  to  be 
conducted  by  the  troops  under  his  command  or  by 
the  Cherokees  themselves,  whether  it  was  to  be 
compulsory  or  voluntary,  to  permit  no  unnecessary 
delay  in  its  execution. 

His  excellency  d^-.-ires  still  fnrtlier  to  know, 
"vvliether  it  is  liis  [the  |iresident's]  intention  to 
maintain  tlie  Indians  by  force  upon  the  soil  of 
Georgia,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  state  and 
the  rights  of  its  inhabitants,  to  whom  the  lands 
have  been  granted?" 

In  reply  to  the  proposition  of  the  Cherokee  dele- 
gation for  an  extension  of  time,  they  were  told  in 
express  tcr.ns,  that  where  the  rights  and  interests 
of  sovereign  states  were  concerned,  the  president 
co'ilil  not  enter  into  any  engagement  with  the  Che- 
rolcees,  and  that  rio  delay  could  be  granted  without 
the  assent  of  the  state's  interested  in  the  execution 
ofthe  treaty.  In  asking  that  assent  the  states  are 
merely  requested  not  to  press  their  claims  in  a  man- 
ner to  occasion  unnecessary  discomfort  and  incon- 
v.  :iie  ice  to  the  Indians;  and  general  Scott  is  at  the 
si:ne  time  instructed  to  coninence  his  operations 
in  that  part  of  the  terrilory  where  the  lands  have 
b.'en  disposed  of,  meaning  Georgia,  and  to  condnrt 
them  in  such  a  manner  a;  to  place  the  proprietors 
in  possession  of  their  estates  with,  as  little  delay  as 
po;jible.  The  department  is,  therefore,  utterly  at 
a  loss  to  understand  how  the  president's  views 
shoild  have  been  so  misapprehended  as  to  give  rise 
to  tliese  questions,  and  now  begs  leave  through 
you,  explicitly  to  deny  that  such  are  or  ever  have 
been  the  intentions  of  the  government. 
Yavy  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  srrvant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 
Hon.   Wilson  Lnnipkin,  A.  Cuthbert,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, C.  E.  Hiynes.  S.  Grantland,  Hopkins  Hoi- 
sey,  and  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  members  of  congress, 
Washington. 

.\RMY— OFFICIAL^OEDEKS  Xo  .   25. 

Heid-quarici's,  Enslern  Diuision, 
C/)P.rokee  .igencij.  Ten.,  May  17,  1S38. 

Major  general  Scott,  of  the  United  States  army, 
announces  to  the  troops  assembled  and  assembling 
in  this  country,  that,  with  them,  he  has  been 
charged  hy  the  president  to  cause  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, yet  remaining  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  to  remove  to  the  west, 
according  to  the  terras  of  the  treaty  of  1835.  His 
statf  will  be  as  follows; 

Lieutenant  colonel  W.  .J.  Worth,  acting  adjutant 
general,  chief  of  the  staff. 

Major  .\1.  M.  Payne,  acting  inspector  general. 

Lieutenants  R.  .\nderson,  and  E.  D.  Keys,  regu- 
lar aids-de-camps. 

Colonel  .\.  H.  Kenan,  and  lieutenant  H.  B.  Shaw, 
volunteer  aids-de-camp. 

Any  order  given  orally,  or  in  writing,  by  either 
of  these  officers,  in  the  name  of  the  major  general, 
will  be  respected  and  obeyed  as  if  given  by  himself. 

The  chiefs  of  ordnance,  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  and  of  the  commissariat,  as  also  the 
medical  director  of  this  army,  will,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  ascertained,  be  announced  in  orders. 

To  carry  out  the  general  object  with  the  greatest 
promptitude  and  certainty,  and  with  the  least  pos- 
sible distress  to  the  Indians,  the  country  they  are 
to  evacuate  is  divided  into  three  principal  military 
districts,  under  as   many  officers  of  high  rank,  to 


command  the  troops  serving  therein,  subject  to  the 
instructions  ofthe  major  general. 

Eastern  district,  to  be  commanded  by  brigadier 
general  Euslis,  of  the  United  Stales  army,  or  the 
highest  officer  in  rank  serving  therein:  North  Caro- 
lina, the  part  of  Tennessee  lying  north  of  Gilmer 
county,  Georgia,  and  the  counties  of  Gilmer,  Union, 
and  Lumpkin,  in  Georgia.  Head-quarters,  in  the 
first  instance,  at  Fort  Butler. 

Western  district  to  be  commanded  by  colonel 
Lindsay,  of  the  United  Slates  army,  or  the  highest 
officer  in  rank  serving  therein:  .Alabama,  the  resi- 
due of  Tennessee  and  Dade  county,  in  Georgia. 
Headquarters,  in  the  first  instance,  say  at  Ross' 
laniling. 

Middle  district  to  be  commanded  by  brigadier 
general  Armistead,  of  the  United  States  army,  or 
the  highest  oihcer  in  r-ank  serving  therein:  All  that 
pnrtol  the  Cherokee  country  lying  within  the  slate 
of  Georgia,  and  which  is  not  comprised  in  the  two 
other  districts.  Head-quarters,  in  the  first  instance, 
say  at  New  Echota. 

It  is  not  intended  that  th.^  foregoing  boundaries 
between  the  principal  commanders  shall  be  stricllv 
observed.  Either,  when  carried  near  the  district 
of  another,  will  not  hesitate  to  extend  fiis  opera- 
tions, according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case,  but 
with  all  practicable  harmony,  into  the  adjoirnng 
district.  And,  among  his  principal  objects,  in  case 
of  actual  or  apprehenrfed  hostilities,  will  be  that  of 
affording  adequate  protection  to  our  while  people 
in  arid  around  the  Cherokee  country. 

The  senior  officer  actually  present  in  each  dis- 
trict will  receive  instr-iiclions  from  the  major  gene- 
ral as  to  the  time  of  commencing  the  removal,  and 
every  thing  that  may  occur  interesting  to  llie  ser- 
vice, in  the  district,  will  he  promptly  reported  to 
the  same  source.  The  major  general  will  endeavor 
to  visit  in  a  short  lime  all  parts  of  the  Cherokee 
country,  occupied  by  the  troops. 

The  duties  devolved  on  the  army,  through  the 
orders  of  the  major  general,  and  those  of  the  com- 
manders of  districts  uniler  him,  are  of  a  highly  im- 
portant and  critical  nature. 

The  Cherokees,  by  the  advances  which  they 
have  made  in  Christianity  and  civilization,  are  by 
far  the  most  interesting  tribe  of  Indians  in  the 
United  States.  Of  the  hi'teen  thousand  of  those 
people  who  are  now  to  be  removed  —  (and  the  time 
within  which  a  voluntary  cmigraiion  was  stipula- 
ted, will  expire  on  the  23d  instant) — it  is  nmlerstood 
that  about  4-5ih  are  opposed,  or  have  become 
aver<;e  to  a  distant  emigration:  and  allhongh  none 
are  in  actual  hostilities  with  the  United  States,  or 
threaten  a  resHl.ince  by  arms,  yet  the  troops  will 
probably  be  obliged  to  rover  the  whole  country 
tht-y  inhabit,  in  order  to  make  prisoners,  and  to 
march  or  transport  the  pri'^oners,  ijy  families,  either 
to  this  place,  to  Ross's  landing,  or  Giinter's  land- 
ing, where  Ihey  are  to  be  deliveri?d  over  to  the  su- 
perinteiulent  o\'  Cherokee  emigration. 

Considering  the  number  and  temper  of  the  mass 
to  be  removid,  together  with  the  extent  and  fast- 
ness of  the  country  occupied,  it  will  readih'  occur 
that  simple  indiscretion — acts  of  harshness  and 
cruelty,  on  the  part  of  our  troops,  may  lead,  step  by 
step,  to  delays,  to  impatience,  and  exasperation, 
and  in  tiie  end  to  a  general  war  and  carnage — a  re- 
sult, in  the  case  of  those  particular  Indians,  utterly 
abhorrent  to  the  generous  sympathies  of  the  whole 
American  people.  Every  possible  kindness,  com- 
patible with  the  necessity  of  removal,  must,  there- 
fore, be  shown  by  the  troops,  and  if,  in  the  ranks, 
a  d»spicable  individual  should  be  found,  capable  ol 
inflicting  a  wanton  injury  or  in=ult  on  any  Chero- 
kee man,  woman  or  child,  it  is  hereby  made  the 
special  duty  of  the  nearest  good  olficeror  man,  in- 
stantly to  interpose,  and  to  seize  and  consign  the 
guilty  wretch  to  the  severest  penalty  of  the  laws, 
The  majorgeneral  is  fully  persuaded  that  this  in- 
junction will  not  be  ne>;lecteil  by  the  brave  men 
under  his  command,  who  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
jealous  of  their  own  honor  and  that  of  their  conn- 
try's. 

By  early  and  persevering  acts  of  kindness  and 
hnmanitj',  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  Indians 
may  soon  be  iiiduced  to  confide  in  the  army,  and 
instead  of  fleeing  to  the  mountains  arid  forests,  flock 
to  us  for  food  anil  clothing.  If,  however,  through 
false  apprehensions,  individuah,  or  a  party,  here 
and  there,  should  seek  to  hide  themselves,  they 
must  be  |iursued  and  invited  to  surrender,  hut  not 
fired  upon  unless  they  make  a  stand  to  resist.  Even 
in  such  cases,  mild  remedies  may  sometimes  better 
succeed  than  violence;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  if  we  g<'t  possession  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren first,  or  first  capture  the  men,  that,  in  either 
case,  the  outstanding  members  of  ttie  same  families, 
will  readily  come  in  on  the  assurance  of  forgive- 
ness and  kind  treatment. 
Every  captured  man,  as  well  as  all   who   surren- 


der themselves  must  he  disarmed,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  their  weapons  will  be  carefully  preserved, 
and  restored  at,  or  beyond  the  Mississippi.  In 
either  case,  the  men  w  ill  be  guarded  ami  escorted 
except  it  may  be,  where  their  women  and  children 
are  safely  secured  os  hostages;  but,  in  general,  fami- 
lies in  our  possession,  will  not  be  separated,  unless 
it  be  to  send  them,  as  runners,  to  invite  others  to 
come  in. 

It  may  happen  that  the  Indians  may  be  found  too 
sick,  ill  the  opinion  of  the  nearest  surgeon,  to  be 
removed  to  one  of  the  depots  indicated  above.  In 
every  such  case,  one  or  more  of  the  lamily,  or  the 
friends  of  the  person,  will  be  left  in  attendance, 
wilh  ample  subsistence  and  remedies,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  family  removed  by  the  troops.  In- 
fants, superanuated  persons,  lunatics  and  wornm 
in  a  helpless  condition,  will  all,  in  the  removal,  re- 
quire peculiar  altenliou,  which  the  braieaiul  hu- 
mane w  III  seek  to  adopt  to  the  necessities  of  the 
several  cases. 

All  strong  men,  women,  boys  and  girls,  will  be 
made  to  march  under  proper  escorts.  For  tlie 
feeble,  Indian  horses  and  ponies  will  furnish  a 
ready  resource,  as  well  as  for  bedding  and  light 
utensils — all  of  which  as  intimated  in  the  treaty, 
will  be  necessary  to  the  emigrants  both  in  going  to, 
and  after  tfieir  arrival  at  their  new  homes.  Such, 
and  all  olher  light  articles  of  property,  the  Indians 
will  be  allowed  to  collect  and  to  taiie  wilh  them, 
as  also  their  slaves,  who  will  be  treated  in  liko 
manner  with  the  Indians  themselves. 

If  the  horses  and  ponies  he  not  adequate  to  the 
above  purposes,  wagons  must  be  supplied. 

Corn,  oats,  fodder  and  other  forage,  also  beef  cat- 
tle, belongirrgto  the  Indians  to  be  removed,  will  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  proper  departments  of 
the  stalf,  as  wanted,  for  the  regular  consumption  of 
the  army,  and  certificates  given  to  the  owners,  spe- 
cifying in  ever)-  case,  the  amount  of  forage  and  the 
weight  of  beef,  so  taken,  in  order  that  the  owners 
may  be  paid  for  the  same  on  their  arrival  at  one  of 
the  depots  mentioned  above. 

All  other  moveable  or  personal  properly,  left  or 
abandoned  by  the  Indians,  will  be  collected  by 
agents  appointed  for  the  purpose,  by  the  superin- 
tendards  of  Cherokee  emigration,  under  a  system 
of  accountability,  lor  the  benefit  of  the  Indian 
owners,  which  he  will  devise.  The  army  will  give 
those  agents,  in  their  operations,  all  reasonable 
countenance  and  support. 

White  men  and  widows,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  are,  or  have  been  intermarried  with 
Indians,  and  thence  noinmnnly  termed  Indian  coun- 
trymen, also  such  Indians  as  have  been  made  deni- 
zens ol  particular  state  by  a  special  legislation  to- 
gether with  the  families  and  properly  of  all  such 
persons,  will  not  be  molested  or  removed  by  the 
troops  until  a  decision,  on  the  principles  involved, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  war  department. 

Alike  indulgence,  but  only  for  a  limited  time, 
and  until  further  orders,  is  extended  to  the  families 
and  proprrly  of  certain  chiefs  and  head-men  ofthe 
two  great  Indian  parties,  (on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion,) now  understood  to  be  absent  in  the  direction 
of  Washington  on  the  business  of  their  respective 
parties. 

This  order  will  he  carefully  read  at  the  head  of 
every  company  in  the  army. 

WiNFiELD  Scott. 
Bv  command: 

W.  J.  IVorfli,  licut.  cot.  chief  of  tlie  staff. 


REPORT  ON  MR.    WEBSTER'S   RESOLU- 

TION. 

In  senate,  Friday,  June  8,  1833. 

Mr.  M'riglil,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  which   was  referred 
the  resolution  ol  the  senate  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
directing  certain  inquiries  as    to   various  provi- 
sions of  an  act  entitled   "An  act  to  regulate  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money,"  passed   on  the 
23d  day  of  June,  lS3fi,  respectfully  report: 
The  resolution  instructs  the  committee  "to  take 
into  consideration  the  act  ofthe  23d  of  June,  1836, 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public    money,'  and  to  make  inquiry  upon   these 
points,  riz: 

First.  "Whether,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  it  is  now  competent  for  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  employ  any  bank  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  selected  as  a  public  depository,  and  which, 
since  the  passage  of  that  act,  has  suspended  specie 
payments." 

The  committee  have  examined  the  act  with  at- 
tention, and  finif  that,  all  other  objections  beinir  ob- 
viated, it  is  competent  lor  the  secretary  o?  the 
treasury  to  einpfoy,  as  a  public  depository,  any 
bank  which  has  heretofore  been  selected  for  that 
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service,  "and  w  hich,siiice  the  passage  o(  i  bat  act, lias 
sii.epcnHed  specie  payments."  The  eistiHi  sectiori 
ol  the  deposite  act  prohibits  the  secretary  or  II  e 
treasury  from  riiscontuinin^  iny  depcsite  bank,  and 
from  w'ithdrauing  the  public  money  therefrom,  ex- 
cept for  certain  ennmeraltd  causes,  one  of  which 
is  in  the  Ibilowina;  words: 

"Or  if  any  of  said  banks  shall,  at  any  time,  re- 
fuse to  pay  its  own  notes  in  specie,  if  demanded." 

Upon  this  cause  being  presented,  it  is  made  the 
express  duty  of  the  secretary,  bv  tlie  same  section 
of  the  act,  "to  discontinue  any  such  bank  as  a  de- 
pository, and  withdraw  from  it  the  public  moneys 
which  it  may  hold  on  deposite  at  the  time  of  such 
discontinuance;"  but  when  the  bank  shall  have 
again  resumed  specie  payments,  nothing  is  found 
ih  this  language  to  interdict  its  re-selection  as  a 
public  depository. 

The  lourth  section  of  the  act  sets  out  the  terms 
and  conditions  npon  which  the  banks  shall  agree 
to  receive  the  jiublic  moneys  before  they  shall  be 
employed  as  depositories.  The  second  of  these 
ter-  s  IS  prescribed  in  the  following  words: 

'•Secondlij.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposit- 
ed therein  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  pay  all  checks,  warrants,  or  drafts, 
drawn  on  such  deposites,  in  specie,  if  required  by 
the  holder  thereof" 

The  breach  of  this  condition,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  would  be  a  refusal  to  pay  its  depositors  in 
specie,  and  consequently  a  suspension,  to  that  ex- 
tent, of  specie  payments;  and  the  duty  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  discontinue  it,  as  a  de- 
pository, and  to  withdraw  the  public  money  from  it, 
would  become  imperative,  by  the  language  of  the 
eighth  section,  before  referred  to,  which  assigns,  as 
another  cause  of  discontinuance  and  withdrawal, 
that,  "at  any  time  any  one  of  said  banks  shall  fail 
or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  said  duties,  as  prescrib- 
ed by  this  act,  and  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  its 
contract." 

This  contingency,  therefore,  like  the  former, 
would  take  from  the  bank  its  character  as  a  deposi- 
tory, for  the  time  being;  would  forfeit  the  existing 
contract,  and  render  its  discontinuance,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  it,  an  impe- 
rious duty;  but  the  committee  see  nothing, in  either 
of  the  causes,  to  prevent  a  second  contract  with  the 
same  bank,  when  it  should  agaiti  resume  specie 
payments,  again  consent  "to  pay  its  own  notes  in 
specie,  if  demanded,"  and  again  "pay  all  checks, 
warrants,  or  dialts,  drawn  on  the  public  deposites, 
in  specie,  if  required  by  the  holder  thereof"  They 
find  no  provision,  in  any  other  part  of  the  act,  in- 
terdicting a  second  contract  with  the  same  bank, 
when  the  first  shall  have  been  terminated  for  either 
ol  these  causes,  and  they  therefore  express  their 
opinion  that  "it  is  now  competent  for  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  employ  any  bank  which  bus 
heietolbre  been  selected  as  a  public  depository,  and 
which,  since  the  passage  of  that  act,  has  suspended 
specie  payments;"  there  being  no  other  obstacle 
in  the  way  ol  such  second  employment,  than  the 
act  of  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

The  next  point  to  which  tiie  resolution  directs 
the  inquiry  of  the  committee,  is  iii  the  following 
words; 

Second.  "Or  which  has,  since  the  fourth  day  ol 
July,  1S36,  paid  out  notes,  or  bills,  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  fi\e  dollars." 

To  cause  the  inquiry  to  be  clearly  understood,  it 
is  necessary  to  connect  the  preceding  language  with 
thn  words  above  quoted,  and  the  inquiry  will  be, 
u-fieiher,  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  uct,  [the 
deposite  law  of  18:^6,]  il  is  now  competent  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treusvry  to  employ  any  bank  which 
has.  since  the  4th  day  of  Jvly,  1836,  paid  nut  voles, 
or  bills,  of  a  less  denomination  than  fire  dollars. 

In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  Ihe  coinmitlee  find  the 
two  first  clauses  ol  the  filih  section  of  the  act  to  be 
in  the  following  v\ords: 

"Sec  5.  .'lad  be  it  further  enacted, Thainobaiik 
shall  be  selected,  or  continued,  as  a  place  of  depo- 
site of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not  redeem 
its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in  specie;  nor  shall 
any  bank  be  selected,  or  continued,  as  aforesaid, 
wtiich  shall,  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
issue,  or  pay  out,  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars."  . 

The  last  of  these  clauses  meets  and  answers  the 
inquiry  directly,  and  shows  that  it  is  not  competent 
for  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury,  under  this  act,  now 
to  employ,  as  a  public  depository,  any  bank  which 
has.  since  the  fourth  day  of  July,  ISSfi,  either  is- 
sued, or  paid  out,  notes  or  hills  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars;  while  the  first  clause  inter- 
dicts the  selection  or  continuance,  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  circumstances,  of  any  hank  "which 
shall  not  redeem  its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in 
fpecie," 


These  two  points  of  the  inquiry  seem  to  Ihe  com- 
mittee to  assume  the  expediency  of  a  course  of  le- 
gislation which  shall  ruive  and  introduce  again 
into  practice  the  deposite  system  established  by  the 
act  ol  1836,  as  the  system  UfHjn  which  the  public 
money  is  to  be  kept  and  di-bursed.  Under  this 
■■upposition.  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  as  tothe 
first  inquiry,  does  not  indicate  the  necessity  of  lur- 
llier  legislation;  v\  file  Ihe  plain  and  iinqiiestioiied 
construction  ol  the  act,  as  to  the  second,  compels 
an  answer  which,  to  the  mir.ds  ol  those  who  desire 
the  reintroducfionol  that  system,  may  seem  to  point 
out  such  a  neci  ssily. 

Not  so  with  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
While  left  by  the  senate  tothe  free  exercise  of  their 
own  opinions,  they  cannot  recommend  any  legisla- 
tion, the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  reunite  the  (iiib- 
lic  treasury  and  the  banks,  by  a  return  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure  to  the  uses  of  banking;  to  stimulate  and 
compel  the  banks  to  discount  ujion  the  public  mo- 
ney, by  exacting  from  them  an  interest  for  its  use; 
to  promote  an  expansion  in  the  paper  issues  of  the 
hanks,  exactly  proportioned  to  the  fertility  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  a  correspondent  embariass- 
mentof  the  public  treasury,  when  a  sterility  of  re- 
venue shall  call  for  the  public  money  which  has 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  customers  of  the  banks. 
Such,  they  believe,  have  been  the  effects  of  the 
system  of  deposites,  the  revival  of  which  the  reso- 
lution seems  to  contemplate.  That  system  com- 
pelled the  deposite  of  all  the  public  money  in 
banks;  it  placed  it  in  those  institulions  upon  gene- 
ral deposite,  and  thus  made  it,  in  fact  and  in  law, 
the  money  of  the  banks,  and  not  the  money  of  the 
people;  it  not  only  held  out  an  inducement  tothe 
banks  In  use  the  money  for  the  purposes  of  discount 
and  banking,  but,  in  this  way,  gave  them  the  right 
so  to  use  it,  in  defiance  of  the  popular  will,  and  of 
the  public  authorities;  il  went  further,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  convert  it  to  some  profitable  em- 
ployment, by  demanding  interest  from  them  while 
I  it  was  in  their  keeping.  Time  and  experience  have 
I  shown  the  consequences  of  such  a  policy,  and, 
I  were  there  no  other  reason,  these  consequences 
would  forbid  the  committee  from  recommending 
1  any  legislation  calculated,  or  intended,  to  revive 
j  that  system. 

Th-=  action  of  the  senate,  however,  appears  to 
I  them  equally  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  such  re- 
I  commendation.  A  special  convocation  of  con- 
gress, in  September  last,  was  a  necessity  imposed 
{  by  the  failure  of  this  system  of  deposites,  and  the 
I  embarrassments  to  the  public  treasury  thereby  oc- 
Icasioned.  Recominend:itions  for  the  keepini;  and 
management  of  the  public  money,  without  the  aid 
of  the  banks,  and  especially  for  a  permanent  sepa- 
j  ration  between  the  treasure  of  the  people  and  the 
business  of  banking,  were  then  laid  before  congress 
!  by  the  president.  These  recommendations  were 
1  deliberately  and  definitively  acted  upon  and  adopt- 
^  ed  by  the  senate,  but  failed  to  receive  the  assent  of 
I  the  other  branch  of  congress.  At  the  commence- 
ment ol  the  present  session,  the  same  recommen- 
dations, substantially,  were  renewed,  and  again  the 
senate  has,  alter  long  deliberation  and  debate, 
adopted  them,  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  and  thus  sent 
them  to  the  house  for  its  concurrence.  If  that  bill 
shall  become  a  law,  the  whole  deposite  system  re- 
cognised and  legalized  by  the  deposite  act  of  1836, 
will  be  superseded.  Will  the  senate,  then,  by  its 
own  action,  supersede  its  own  bill?  Will  it,  in  the 
absence  of  all  information  as  to  what  may  be  the 
fate  of  that  measure  in  the  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  legislature,  or  ralher  with  the  knowledge  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  considered  theie,  send  anotherbill 
upon  the  same  general  subject,  based  upon  adverse 
principles.' 

The  committee  can  only  repeat,  what  they  have 
found  it  to  be  Iheir  duty  to  say  upon  a  kindied 
branch  of  this  subject,  that  whether  such  duplicate 
action,  by  the  same  legislative  body,  be  consistent 
with  established  parliamentary  law,  with  the  eco- 
nomy of  legislation,  or  with  the  uniformity  of  de- 
cisions which  should  characterize  all  deliberative 
bodies,  are  questions  which  properly  address them- 
selvHS  to  the  senate  and  not  to  them;  but  upon  the 
merits  of  the  piorositions  they  must  be  permitted 
to  feel  entire  confidence  that  no  sutTirient  reasons 
for  a  change  of  opinion  or  action  can  be  presented 
The  remaining  inquiry  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion is  in  the  following  words: 

"Third.  And  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  moilifving  those  provisions  of  the 
said  act,  which  prohibit  Ihe  receipt,  in  (laymentof 
debts  and  dues  to  Ihe  United  Slati  s,  ol  the  bills  of 
all  banks  which  issue  bills  of  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars." 

This  inquiry  relates  to  the  hist  clause  of  the  5th 
section  of  the  act,  which  rnads  as  follows: 

"Nor  shall  the  noles  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  re- 
ceived ill  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United 


Sta'es,  which  shall,  after  the  said  fourth  day  ol  Ju- 
ly, in  the  ytar  one  thousand  eight  huidifd  and 
thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars." 

This  provision  ut'  the  law  of  1836,  was  inserted 
in  furtherance  of  a  policy  some  years  since  adopts  d 
by  congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  8th  si  ction  of 
the  proposed  rechartcr  ot  the  Bank  of  the  Unitid 
States  of  the  year  of  1832,  which  reserved  to  con- 
gress the  power,  from  and  alter  the  3d  of  March, 
18.36,  to  prohibit  that  institution  from  issuing  or 
circulating  notrs  of  a  less  denomination  than  twen- 
ty dollars.  That  act  did  not  become  a  law,  but  this 
leatureof  it  niet  the  approbation  ol  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  while  the  objections  ol  the  then  prt  si- 
dent  to  the  bill  made  no  mention  ol  this  proiision 
as  exceptionable  in  his  mind.  On  the  conlrjry,  his 
whole  policy,  and  all  his  nrommendations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency,  after  that  date,  and  especially 
alter  the  time  when  the  powi-r  could  have  been  ex- 
ercised, favorid  the  policy  of  this  limitation.  Va- 
rious legislation  of  coiifirtss  in  the  year  1836,  dis- 
tinctly indicated  a  determination  to  adhere  to,  and 
carry  out  the  policy,  and  by  limiting  the  circula- 
tion of  bank  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations,  to 
secure  a  currency  ol  coin  only  lor  the  minor  trans- 
actions of  business,  lor  the  payment  of  day  labor- 
ers, lor  the  change  reqiiiied  in  pecuniary  dealings 
and  the  like;  and  in  this  way,  also  to  give  a  more 
broad  mrtallic  basis  to  our  whole  paper  circulation. 
Many  of  the  slates  of  the  union  fell  into  the  policy 
thus  adopted  and  pursued  by  this  government,  and 
conformed  their  legislation  to  the  object  proposed. 
Il  seemed  to  be  universally  conceded  that  these 
two  objocts  could  only  be  secured  by  the  exclusion 
of  small  bank  notes  from  ordinary  circulation;  and 
all  adopted  the  policy  as  wise,  and  woithy  of  pur- 
suit. The  powers  of  this  government  could  ehect 
little,  as  the  paper  circulation  to  be  suppressed  was 
that  of  Ihe  notes  of  banks  existing  by,  and  acting 
under  state  aiitlority;  but  what  it  could  do,  was 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  provision  of  the  depo- 
site law  above  qnoti'd.  As  a  more  dinct,  and 
much  more  efficient  movement,  a  veiy  eenrral  and 
vigorous  ellbrt  was  made  by  the  states  and  the  peo- 
ple to  exclude  liom  eirciilaiion  bank  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars;  and  several  states, 
whose  banks  had,  theretofore,  been  authorizid  to 
issue  notes  of  the  denominations  of  one,  two,  and 
three  dollars,  took  from  them  that  an  horily,  while 
the  banks  of  several  other  states  had  either  nev«-r 
possessed  that  authority,  or  had  been  deprived  ol  it 
at  a  previous  neriod.  The  jiroijress  in  this  attempt- 
ed reform  of  the  currency  was  materially  retarded 
by  the  fact  that  all  the  states  did  not  enter  into,  and 
act  upon  it,  so  as  to  restrain  the  issues  of  small 
noti-s  by  their  banks,  and  that  the  banks  of  Ihe 
British  piovinces  npon  our  northwestern  boundary 
continued  to  issue  small  notes,  which  found  a  more 
or  less  extended  circulation  in  the  contiguous  states 
of  the  union.  Still  the  advance  towards  an  entire 
metallic  circulation  for  all  sums  below  five  dollars 
was  as  rapid  as,  in  the  then  sitin-tion  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  banks,  could  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected; and  adilitional  slates  were  taking  measures 
for  the  gradual  exclusion  of  Ihe  small  notes  of  their 
banks,  when  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  by  all  the  banks  of  all 
the  states,  in  May,  1837,  arrested  the  salutary  im- 
provement. 

The  suspension  was,  to  every  practical  extent 
perfect.  The  banks,  as  a  general  rule,  did  not  pay 
specie  upon  any  denomination  of  their  no'eg,  or  to 
any  class  ol  their  creditors.  An  unavoidable  con- 
sequence followed.  All  the  coin  in  'circulation,  the 
most  of  which  had  been  jiut  in  circulation  by  the 
policy  and  measures  before  ad\erted  to,  was  either 
gathered  into  the  banks,  not  to  be  again  given  out 
for  the  circulating  currency  of  the  country,  or  was 
hoarded  by  private  holders,  to  whose  minds  the  sus- 
pension had  communicated  a  feeling allii  d  to  panic, 
inclining  them  to  treasure  up  all  thf  y  had  which 
was  money,  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  their  ronfidence  in  the  value  of  that  circu- 
lating medium  which  had,  therefore,  represented 
money,  but  could  not  do  so  during  the  continuance 
of  the  entire  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  Hence,  either  an  absence  of  any  medium 
for  business  transactions  under  five  ilollars.  or  the 
worst  of  all  media  which  an  enlightened  public 
feeling  could  tolerate,  soon  became,  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  union,  an  evil  of  Ihe  first  maL'nilnde, 
and  one  against  which  the  interference  of  the  stale 
legislatures  was  commandinely  invoked.  In  obe- 
dience to  calls  of  thi  description  from  a  sutlering 
coTistitiiency.tht-  legislatures  of  several  of  the  states, 
which  had  adopted  and  prosecuted  the  I'olicy  ofsnb- 
stituting  the  circulation  of  coin  for  that  of  small 
bank  notes  in  the  minor  pecuniary  transactions  of 
society,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  retroiradc  in  their 
action,  and  again  to  confer  upon  their  banking  in- 
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sliluiioris  the  poA-er  to  issue,  and  the  ri^'lit  to  cir- 
rulalf.  nolfS  ol  the  il.-iiOiiiirialiori3  below  live  dol- 
lars, lii  snnie  cases  this  chaii,'e  ol  policy,  m  the 
action  nl  the  stat -3,  has  b;en  mule  jjeiieral  anil  iiii 
limiteil;  while  in  others,  as  the  committee  think 
more  wisely  and  lortiinately,  it  has  been  made  tem- 
porary, and  adopted  with  an  evident  design,  not  'o 
abandon  the  policy,  but  to  meet  the  particular  ^rive- 
ance,  and,  that  b-inj  obviated,  to  return  to  those 
sound  measures  which,  as  permanent  regulations  ol 
law,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  most  salutary  inll  lence 
upon  our  currency  ■jener.illy,  and  especially  upon 
the  interest  of  the  poorer,  and  by  far  the  most  nu- 
merous classes,  in  its  soundness  and  reality. 

S  ill  (he  co.nmittee  suppose  that  nearly  all  the 
banks  in  miny  entire  states  have,  in  obeilience  to, 
and  ill  confiimily  with,  this  clian^e  ol  policy  in  the 
legislative  action  of  the  st  ites  under  whose  authori- 
ty't'iey  exist,  violated  the  restriction  iinposed  by 
the  clause  of  the  deposile  law  of  1S36  last,  above 
quoted,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  fis- 
cal officers  of  this  government  to  receive  ai.y  of 
their  notes  in  any  payment  to  the  United  States 
while  that  restriction  remains  in  force,  and  without 
Dioilificalion.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  coiii- 
Diiltee  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  provision 
should  be  so  rigidly  adhered  to  as  to  perpetuate  the 
exclusion  ol  the  notes  of  these  banks  from  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  while  the  notes  of  other  banks,  no 
more  safe,  are  received.  Such  a  rule  would  not  aid 
the  policy  which  the  committee  earnestly  advocate 
of  givini  greater  stability  to  our  paper  circulation, 
but''woiirirmerelv  establish  an  invidiiniis  discrimi- 
nation between  the  dilferent  local  banking  institu- 
tions, ro..iided,  so  far  as  they  can  discover,  upon  no 
defensible  principle.  Had  "these  violations  of  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  dcpositc  law  been  en- 
tirely lohiniaryon  the  part  of  the  banks;  had  no 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  no  consequent 
deranireinent  of  the  whole  paper  currency,  inter- 
vene.!; and,  even  under  these  pressing  inducements, 
had  not  the  inferlerence  of  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  authorized  the  violations,  and,  in  so.ne  cases, 
at  I  -ast,  rendered  the  issue  of  the  small  notes  al- 
most, il  not  altogether,  a  duty  in  the  estimation  of 
the  surrounding  community.lhe  committee  would  be 
the  last  persons  to  suggest  even,  much  less  to  re- 
commend, the  remission  of  the  penally  which  this 
law  of  congress  Imposes  upon  the  act. 

Afler  what  has  been  said,  it  will  not  be  expected 
that  the  committee  will  vield  to  "the  expe.liency  of 
r(?/)c.7/!«j  Ihose  provisions  of  the  .said  act  which 
prohibit  the  receipt  in  pavment  of  debts  and  dues 
t.i  the  United  States  of  the  bills  of  all  banks  which 
i-ue  bills  of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars." 
This  would  be  to  yield  the  sound  and  salutary 
policy  which  the  provisions  were  designed  to  carry 
out;  I'me  ol  llie  last  tilings,  in  the  administration  ol 
the  altairs  of  this  government,  which  the  coinmil- 
tee  are  disposed  'o  surrender.  While  the  benefits 
of  a  sound  and  stable  currency  are  so  loudly  de- 
manded by  all  parties  and  all  interests,  and  while 
the  comniittee  know  and  feel  that  a  greater  in- 
fusion of  coin  into  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  is  the  safest  mode  of  reaching  tliat  great 
and  good  result,  thev  cannot  become  parties,  ;iiuch 
less  agents,  in  a  course  of  legislation  which  shall 
surrender  the  first  step  towards  a  consummation  so 
ardently  desired  by  all.  They, therefore,  give  their 
opinion  against  a  repeal  of  this  provision. 

It  remains  to  considerwhat  modification  can  pro- 
peily  be  adopted  to  meet  the  case,  and  not  weaken 
the  great  principle  contended  for.  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  proposition  of  easy 
solution.  The  legislation  of  several  of  the  states, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  furnishes  a  pre- 
cedent which  congress  can  safely  follow.  A  post- 
ponement, so  far,  of  the  operative  limitation  of 
the  provision,  as  to  relieve  the  banks  from  the  ex- 
clusion caused  by  former  violations;  the  fixing  of 
another  day,  beyond  which,  if  they  shall  agiin  cease 
to  issue  notes  below  the  denomination  of  live  dol- 
lars, their  notes  may  be  received  in  payment  ol 
the  public  dues,  will  elfecluallv  cure  the  evil  com- 
phiu'd  of;  place  the  excluded  banks,  so  fnr  as  the 
legislation  of  congress  is  concerned,  upon  the  same 
footing  with  their  neighbor  institutions,  and  pre- 
serve the  policy  of  the  law.  in  no  other  respect  im 
paired  than  as  to  the  time  when  that  policy  shall 
become  practice. 

The  committee  cannot,  in  justice  to  their  own 
feelings,  fail  here  to  notice  that  many  of  the  ex- 
cluded banks  have  been  among  the  first  in  the  coun- 
try to  restiine  specie  payments;  that  their  issue  nl 
notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  was  a 
measure  believed,  not  by  those  interested  in  the 
banks  simply,  hut  by  the  community  within  which 
they  are  locat-d.  to  h»  in  direel  ai.l  of  a  speedy  re- 
sumntioii  by  the  institutions  which  made  the  issues; 
and  that  the  effect  of  tho.e  i=siies,  under  the  cir- 
cumstaDces  of  the  case,  and  id  the  tlieu  condition 


of  the  currency,  is  still  thought  to  have  been  salu- 
tary upon  all  interests,  public  and  private.  These 
are  circuuislaiices,  which,  as  it  seems  to  the  com- 
initte,  cannot  e>cape  the  altenlion  of  congress  ii. 
deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  the  suggested  modi- 
fication of  this  provision  of  the  deposite  law  of  lt«36. 

Still  the  question  is  one  coiinecling  itsell  with 
the  general  subject  of  legislation,  covered  by  the 
bill  upon  wdiich,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  the 
senate  has  acted,  during  its  jiresent  session,  and 
which  bill  has  been,  long  since,  sent  to  the  house 
ol  rcpresentativfS  for  the  concurrence  of  that  body. 
When  that  bill  shall  be  acted  upon,  the  committee 
believe  that  an  amendment,  to  the  etiect  they  have 
suggested,  will  be  proper  and  expedient;  and  as 
they  have  abundant  evidence  that  the  attention  ol  I 
that  body  has  been  repeateilly  and  expressly  called  , 
to  this  particular  point,  they  have  no  reason  to  j 
doubt  that  it  will  receive  the  required  modification 
there,  in  case  the  jmlgment  of  the  house,  upon  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption,  shall  agree  with  that 
which  the  committee  entertain  and  express. 

They  believe  it,  therefore,  inexpedient  that  any 
independent  proposition  to  accomplish  this  object 
should,  at  the  present  time,  be  originated  in.  or 
acted  upon  by,  the  senate.  Should  the  hill  referred 
to  be  re|ected  by  the  house,  or  should  it  be  returned 
to  the  senate  without  the  amendment  suggested 
ill  either  case  the  modification  may  be  originated, 
and  passed  as  an  independent  bill,  without  material 
consiimplion  of  time,  in  relation  to  the  business  ol 
this  body,  while  its  a'loption  by  the  other,  in  the 
manner  here  suggested,  will  save  the  time  and  forms 
of  indspendent  legislative  action.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  committee  return  the  resolution  to  the 
senate,  without  any  proposition  for  the  jtresenl  ac- 
tion of  the  body  upon  any  one  of  its  suggestions. 

SPEECH  OF  JUDGE  WHITE 
Upon  the  bill  reported  b,/  the  commillee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, tn  p,  event  the  issiawg  and  circiitntion  of  the 
bills  notes,  and  seciiritien.  of  corporntmns  created 
bu  consress  which  have  expired,  ^c.     Delivered  m 
the  senate  of  il,e  United  States,  April  20,  1S3S. 
Mr   President;  I  do  not  wish  that  the  reasons 
for  the   vote  which  I  intend  to  give  on  this   bill 
should  be  misuiiilerstood,  therefore,  I  now  address 

The  evil  to  be  remedied  by  its  passage  is  the  re- 
issuing the  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  chartered  by  congress  in  1S16.  The  penal- 
ty to  be  intlicled  is  that  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 
I'  deny  that  congress  has  the  power  to  pass  such  a 
bill.  ,,  .     .   , 

Let  us  examine,  for  a  moment,  the  principles 
contended  for  by  its  friends.  1st.  my  honorable 
collea'nie  has  deduced  the  power  from  the  2d  sec- 
tion ol  the  3d  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
says,  that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  i 
ftitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  See. 

This  clause  was  never  intended  to  designate  the 
cases  in  which  congress  should  le-iislate,  but  the 
cases  which  the  judiciary  might  decide. 

Jtl  cases  in  which  we  legislate,  whether  we 
have  the  con.stitutional  power  or  not,  the  judiciary 
may  have  cognizance  of.  If.  because  the  judiciary 
have  this  jurisdiction  in  all  cases,  congress  may 
also  legislate  in  all  cases,  there  is  an  end  of  all 
limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. ... 

This  is  a  more  extravagant  claim  of  power  than 
I  have  ever  known  to  be  set  up  by  any  class  of  poli- 


ticians. . 

2d.  His  next  recourse  is  to  that  clause  in  the 
constitution  which  gives  to  congress  the  power  'do 
coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value  of  it,"  kc. 

From  this  clause  he  has  argued  that  congress  has 
the  whole  power  over  the  coin,  and,  if  these  notes 
are  permitted  to  circulate,  they  will  put  out  ol  cir- 
culation an  equal  amount  of  coin,  therefore  con- 
.rress  has  the  power  to  legislate  them  out  ol  circu- 
fation.     1   deny    the    soundness  of  this    argument. 

It  is  true  congress  has  the  sole  power  over  the 
coin  but  it  is  not  true  that  they  have,  on  that  ac- 
couiit,  absolute  power  over  all  credits  which  the 
'tales  or  the  people  rnay  choose  to  circulate  as 
substitutes  for  coin.  They  cannot  pass  any  law 
which  will  make  it  unlawful  for  one  man  to  circu- 
late the  promisorv  negotiable  note  ol  another,  as  a 
substitute  for  coin.  Nor  can  they  prohibit  the  cir- 
culation of  notes  issued  by  banks  chartered  by  any 
of  the  states.  ,  ,        .       , 

The  circulation  of  checks  or  notes  on  state  banks 
displaces  specie  to  the  .same  amount,  and  if  this 
ar-'ument  of  mv  colleague  were  sound,  this  w-hole 
circulation   could,  at   any  time,  be  prohibited    by 

"This  claim  of  power  is,  in  itself,  so  extravagant, 
that  few  have  beietofore  veutured  to  assert  it.    In 


my  opinion,  it  conns  with  a  bad  grace  from  tliose 
claiming  to  be  slates  right  men,  or  republicans  of 
the  Jelfersonian  school. 

3d.  His  last  resource,  to  establish  this  powei,  is 
a  recurrence  to  that  clause  in  the  constitution 
which  gives  congress  the  power  to  pass  all  laws, 
necessary  and  proper,  to  carry  into  elfect  any  of 
the  powers  before  vested  in  them. 

This  argument  of  my  colleague  carries  us  back, 
and  places  us  upon  the  broad  old  federal  doctrine, 
"that  congress  may  do  any  thing  which  they  be- 
lieve is  for  the  general  welfare." 

The  republican  doctinc  is,  that  this  clause  in  the 
coiistilulion,  instead  of  vesting  in  congress  any 
power  on  any  'icic  subject,  was  intended  as  a  limi- 
tation upon  powers  already  gianted.  AVithout  thi.s 
clause,  congress  would  have  been  compelled,  in 
many  cases,  to  take  power  by  implication,  or  by 
construction,  otherwise  they  could  not  attain  many 
of  the  objects  over  which  express  powers  to  legis- 
late had  been  granted  to  them.  To  cut  olf  all 
pretence  for  assuming  powers  by  implication,  this 
clause  was  inserted,  and  express  power  ronlerred 
to  pass  all  laws  mcessary  and  proper  to  give  cllect 
to  the  attainment  of  those  objects,  in  relation  to 
which  express  powers  had  been  granted. 

I  cannot  but  think,  that  he  who  now  insists  on 
the  reverse,  and  still  calls  himself  a  republican  of 
the  Jelfersonian  school,  mistakes  the  class  of  poli- 
ticians to  which  he  belongs.  Certain  I  am,  he 
and  I  do  not  belong  to  the  same  class,  because  I 
will  not  take  from  tliis  clause  the  power  to  act  on 
any  new  or  independent  subject  whatever.  I  can 
only  take  power  from  it  to  use  the  means  necessary 
and  appropriate  to  elfectuate  some  object,  in  rela- 
tion'to  which  an  express  power  to  legislate  is  given. 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  Jersey,  who 
addressed  us  yesterday,  has  had  recourse  to  Judicial 
determinations,  to  prove  that  congress  possesses 
the  power  to  pass  this  bill. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  those  authorities  only 
went  to  establish,  that  where  congress  has  the 
power  to  create  an  institution,  they  have  the  power 
to  regulate  it  or  to  destroy  it. 

II  this  doctrine  is  sound,  the  argument  leaves  me 
exactly  where  it  found  me,  because  I  am  one  of 
that  unfortunate  class  of  politicians  who  do  not 
ictin-c  congress  had  the  poiver  to  create  this  corpo- 
lali.Mi. 

I  he  honorable  senator  from  Alabama,  farthest 
from  me,  Mr.  Clay,  supposes  we  have  the  power 
to  pass  this  bill,  because  the  notes  thus  impropeily 
put  in  circulation,  the  United  States  are  morally 
bound  to  pay. 

1  .Icny  that  the  United  States  ever  were,  or  ever 
iMM  be,  either  legally  or  morally  bound  to  pay  a 
si.igle  note  issued  by  that  bank. 

The  bank  was  called  by  our  name,  we  were 
sl.i-kholders  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of 
h'lhirs,  and  we  were  no  farther  bound  to  the  pay- 
.ueiit  of  the  debts  of  that  bank  than  any  individual 
.'Wiling  the  same  amount  of  stock,  and  the  very 
ii.unent  we  sold  the  stock  we  were  not  interested 
i:i  tip  bank  to  the  amount  of  one  cent. 

The  ca^es  put  by  the  senator  to  illustrate  his  ar- 
giiment,  prove  that  the  name  of  this  bank  has  mis- 
l,vl  him. 

He  says,  if  a  man  forges  a  note  or  obligation 
upon  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  he  could 
he  punished  for  forgery,  &c. 

Suppose  I  yiehl  that  he  could,  why  would  he  be 
thu- punishable  by  an  act  of  congress  ?  It  would 
he  because  the  treasurer  is  an  officer  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  because,  if  the  forgeil  note  or  obliga- 
lum  were  genuine,  the  United  Slates  must  pay  the 
money  outol  the  treasury. 

The  persons  this  bill  intends  to  punish,  are  not 
our  officers,  our  agents,  or  our  trustees;  nor  are  the 
I'liilcd  Slates,  either  legally  or  morally,  bound  to 
pay  one  dollar   to  redeem  these  notes. 

'Ihe  notes,  if  re-issued,  are  thus  dealt  with,  by 
llie  officers,  the  agents,  or  trustees  of  the  bank,  in 
which  we  have  no  interest  whatever,  the  United 
Stales  having  sold  the  whole  amount  of  their 
slick  to  the  hank  chartered  by  Pennsylvania. 

I  thii'kif  the  honorable  senator  will  reconsider 
111.'  opinions  he  has  advanced,  and  give  them  an 
application  to  the  facts  as  they  really  exist,  he  will 
he  satisfied  he  is  maintaining  a  doc'rine  too  ex- 
liavagant  to  be  seriously  insisted  on  by  any  one. 

The  argument  of  the  honorable  senator  from 
I'lUinecticut,  Mr.  Niles,  is  by  far  more  plausible 
than  any  thing  I  have  heard. 

II  is  this  in  substance,  that  we  cannot  now  in- 
quire whether  congress  had  the  power  to  charter 
this  bank  or  not.  It  was  chartend,  these  notes 
were  made  in  virtue  of  a  power  conferred  by  the 
ch.iiter,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  society  is  not 
ilelrauded  by  means  of  our  creation. 

If  there  were  no  other  means  of  checking  the 
mwchief  bat  by  our  legislation,  the  necessity  of 
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tlh'  case  would  make  a  man  strain  hard  to  find  some 
p.iiirce  from  which  he  could  have  power  to  compel 
tlu'se  who  are  trustees  to  cancel  those  notes  as  fast 
as  lliey  are  lilted  by  them. 

liut  tht-re  is  no  sort  of  necessity  for  our  legisla- 
tion to  chfck  this  mischief. 

How  are  the  facts? 

By  the  charter  of  1S16,  the  bank  had  twenty 
years,  within  which  to  do  business;  they  expired 
on  the  3d  March,  ls36.  The  bank  was  to  have 
two  additional  years  within  which  to  wind  up  its 
I'oncerns;  they  expired  the  3d  of  March,  1S3S. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  tvv.'nty  years  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  nave  to  the  stockholders,  with 
the  exception  of  the  United  States,  a  new  charter, 
and  the  old  stockliolders  transferred  to  this  new 
bank  all  tlieirfiind- in  trust  to  wind  up  their  con- 
cerns; in  other  woids,  in  trust  to  collect  all  debts 
due  to  the  old  bank,  and  to  pay  all  the  debts  it  owed. 

Now  I  am  very  olear  in  the  opinion  that  when- 
ever the  trustee,  with   the   funds   of  the  old  bank,  __    _ „ „   „ 

lifted  any  of  its  notes,  it  was  a  duty  to  cancel  them,    there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  in  this  case 
and  if,   instead  of  doin 


so,  the  trustee  re-iss 
them,  it  was  a  breach  of  trust,  and  upon  an  appli- 
'  cation  to  a  court  of  chancery,  by  any  one  bavins; 
an  interest,  I  have  no  doubt  a  decree  would  be 
made  to  restrain  the  re-issue,  and  to  compel  the 
trustee  lo  cancel  the  notes  as  fast  as  lifted  u'illi  Ihe 
trust  funds. 

Where  then  is  the  necessity  for  congress  to  ex- 
ert the  power  to  check  a  mischief  for  which  there 
is  a  clear,  unembarrassed,  and  adequate  remedy? 
There  can  be  none  as  I  think.  There  certainly  is 
none  to  protect  any  interest  of  the  United  Stales. 
They  n -verhad  any  interest  in  this  new  bank,  and 
they  have  none  in  "the  old,  because  under  an  act  of 
congress  our  seven  millions  of  slock  were  sold  to 
the  new  bank,  receipted  lor,  and  as  fast  as  the  in 
stalrnents  have  fallen  due,  according  to  the  con- 
tract, they  have  been  punctually  paid. 

There,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  no 
necessity  or  propriety  in  deriving  the  power  claim- 
ed from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  there  is  the 
more  danger  in  deriving  any  power  from  such  a 
source,  because  every  honest  mind  is  easily  misled 
by  it,  as  the  exercise  of  the  power  is  to  attain  an 
object  honest  and  praiseworthy. 

But,  Mr.  President,  are  not  all  those  who  assume 
this  ground,  and  think  we  have  no  power  to  cliarler 
a  bank,  assuming  a  most  dangerous  and  deceptive 
ground? 

I  cannot  but  think  so,  and  with  great  deference  I 
say,  il  has  appeared  to  me,  we  are  likely  to  commit 
error  by  not  separating  in  our  minds  things  which 
ought  to  be  kept  distinct. 

The  new  bank  and  Ihe  old  bear  the  same  name. 
The  slockholders,  with  Ihe  exception  of  the  United 
States,  are  the  same  in  both  banks.  The  principal 
officers  in  the  old  are  the  prominent  officers  in  the 
new.  Hence  I  have  thought  we  are  inclined  to 
view  the  officers  in  this  state  bank  as  our  officers, 
exeicising  an  authority  derived  from  Ihe  United 
States,  wlien  in  truth  and  in  fact  they  derive  their 
power  and  authority  under  a  stale  law,  and  are  nei- 
ther our  officers,  our  trustees,  nor  our  agents.  Their 
whole  power  and  authority  over  the  affairs  of  the 
ol,l  bank  are  derived  from  the  contract  between  the 
old  anil  new  banks,  by  which  the  latter  became  the 
trustee  of  Ihe  former. 

Is  it  possible  that  congress  can  derive  any  power 
to  legislate  on  this  point  on  the  ground  of  this  con- 
tract? 

Suppose  Pennsylvania  had  never  granted  this 
new  charter,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  old  baidc 
had  made  just  such  a  contract  with  tlie  bank  of 
Virginia  in  virtue  of  which  this  latter  bank  be- 
came the  trustee,  and  there  was  an  allegation  that 
this  trustee  was  re-issuing  some  of  the  notes  instead 
of  cancelling  them.  Is  anv  gentleman  prepared  to 
maintain  that  congress  could  pass  a  law  to  send  the 
trustee  to  jail,  or  to  have  him  mulcted  in  a  fine? 

Upon  principle  there  is  no  distinction  betw^een  the 
cases. 

This  claim  of  power  rests  upon  the  ground  that 
as  we  inferred  the  power  to  create  the  bank,  when 
in  truth  we  had  no  such  power,  we  may  assume  any 
other  power  we  choose  to  check  our  own  mischief. 

I  deny  this  doctrine  entirely,  and  insist  that  by 
our  own  legislation  we  can  never  enlarge  our  own 
powers. 

Here  we  have  created  a  bank.  AVill  any  gentle- 
man affirm  that  an  express  power  to  charter  a  bank 
IS  given  in  Ihe  constitution?  No  gentleman  can  so 
allege.  Even  those  who  claicu  such  a  power  for 
congress  have  never  pretended  there  is  any  express 

frarrt  of  power.     All  agree  it  is  a  power  that  must 
e  inferred  for  the  sake  of  carrying  out  socne  other 
express  grant  of  power. 

Sc'me  have  said  we  have  express  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  and  a  bank  is  necessary  as  a  fiscal 
agent. 


Others  that  we  have  a  power  to  coin  money,  and 
therefore  congress  has  power  over  the  w  hcle  curren- 
cy, anil  to  keep  that  soinid,  a  bank  is  essential. 

While  those  who  deny  any  such  power  have  de- 
nominated it  "a  iwgTO/ff,  crawling  over  the  consti- 
tution in  search  of  a  soft  place  on  which  to  make  a 
comfortable  settlement." 

If  we  pass  this  bill,  in  my  judgment,  we  first  as- 
sume, by  implication,  that  congress  had  the  power  to 
charter  the  bank,  and  then  we  !>j/fr  that  congress  can 
impose  whatever  pains  and  penallies  it  pleases,  even 
unto  death,  to  compel  the  cancelling  of  the  notes. 

These  powers,  I  think,  we  do  not  possess,  and, 
therefore,  I  will  not  exercise  thein.  I  will  adhere 
to  what  I  think  the  old  republican  doctrine: 

1st.  Shew  an  express  grant  of  power  to  do  the 
principal  matter,  and  then 

2d.  That  the  means  you  wish  to  employ  are  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  to  be  used,  and  I  am 
ready  to  act;  if  I  doubt,  reasonably,  I  ought  not  to  act. 

Is  there   any   gentleman   who   hears  me  can  say 


After  all,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  how  is  any  one  to 
find  out  what  notes  were  re-issued?  There  will  be 
no  mark  put  upon  Ihem. 

We  can  only  believe  some  have  been  re-issued, 
because  we  see,  at  an  after  day,  more  are  in  circu- 
lation than  there  were  on  a  former  one:  but  what 
identical  notes  they  were,  society  can  have  no  means 
of  knowing. 

I  now  have  one  or  two  in  my  pocket,  but  I  have 
no  knowledge  when  or  how  they  were  put  in  circu- 
lation, nor  had  I  any  means  of  ascertaining.  All  I 
know  is  that  they  came  lo  my  hands  fairly. 

Other  gentlemen,  who  condemn  my  rule  of  con- 
struing the  constilution,  may  find  a  salisfaclory 
source  liom  which  to  derive  their  power  to  pass  this 
bill;  if  so,  let  them  pass  it.  All  I  wish,  is,  that  the 
principles,  on  which  I  act,  may  be  understood. 

Mr.  President;  I  might  here  close  n.y  remarks, 
because  I  have  said  all  that  I  intend  lo  say  immedi- 
ately ap|)licable  to  the  bill  before  us,  but  iny  honor- 
able colleague,  in  opening  this  discussion,  allowed 
himself  such  a  latitude,  that  I  feel  it  my  duly,  to 
those  absent  as  well  as  to  those  present,  to  touch 
upon  some  other  topics,  which,  at  some  lime,  it  will 
be  niy  duty  lo  notice,  and  perhaps  there  may  never 
be  a  more  fit  occasion  than  the  present. 

Let  no  one  suppose  I  am  about  to  make  any 
observations  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
Adams,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  so  many  re- 
marks fiom  my  colleage. 

Whether  the  views  presented  in  that  letter  be 
sound  or  unsound;  whelhtr  Mr.  Bildle  or  my  col- 
league is  Ihe  best  skilled  in  finance,  or  in  the  doc- 
trine of  currency;  whether  his  letter  be  an  attack 
on  Ihe  administralion  or  not;  in  short,  whether  his 
letter  was  prudent  or  impruaent,  are  matters  with  j 
which  I  do  not  intend  to  intermeddle  at  this  tim"       I 


1st.  To  see  when  Ihe  citizens  of  Nashville  first 
applied  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  at  that 
[ilace,  and 

2d.  I'o  see  who  were  the  applicants,  denominated 
the  ^'aristocratic  few,"' 

I  find  by  Ihe  se'nale  doc.  vol.  2,  page  226,  the  first 
application  is  dated  at  Nashville,  west  Tennessee, 
July  18ih,  1817,  and  is  signed  by  upwards  of  sixty 
persons. 

On  Ihe  3d  day  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  this 
application  is  pressed  in  a  letter  of  William  Carroll, 
afterwards  governor,  addressed  to  the  president  of 
Ihe  bank. 

The  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Ihe  state,  tax- 
ing a  branch,  if  brought  there,  was  not  passed  till 
the  22rf  day  of  November,  1817. — Vide  same  volume, 
page  239. 

It  Ihe  writer  of  this  letter,  therefore  intended  to  be 
underslood  a=  saying,  that  v(hen  the  first  application 
for  a  branch  was  made,  there  was  a  law  ol  Ihe  state 
which  forestalled  them,  the  statement  is  erioneous: 
there  was  no  such  law  fur  upwards  of  four  months 
afterwards.  In  putiiiig  an  estimate  upon  the  char- 
acter of  any  members  of  a  communiry,  I  think  it 
ought  to  make  a  great  ditierence,  w  hel'her  Iheir  ap- 
plication was  made  for  the  doing  that  which  is  in 
violation  of  law,  or  of  that  which  the  law  did  not 
prohibit. 

When  a  man  lias  sn(h  a  weight  of  character  as  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  what  he  says  of  others,  espe- 
cially his  acquaintances  and  neighbours,  has  an  in- 
tiuence  throughout  the  w  hole  country,  and  I  do  not 
think  he  ought  to  indulge  in  statements  that  may  af- 
fect their  reputation  without  the  strictest  regard  to 
accuracy.  Again.  These  applicants  are  called 
'the  aristocratic  few." 

Mr.  President,  you  have  heard  the  speech  of  my 
colleague,  in  the  course  of  which  he  has  given  an 
account  of  his  political  creed.  Whose  name  do  you 
think  is  lo  be  found  on  this  aristocratic  list. 

Strange  as  you,  or  the  senate  may  think  of  it,  it 
is  nevertheless  true,  that  his  name  is  the  very  first  on 
the  li.^t,  and  is  succeeded  by  those  of  Robert  Weakly, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  John  C.  McLeniore,  Allred 
Balch  and  William  Carroll,  with  many  others;  some 
of  whom  are  men  of  the  first  respectability  and 
standing. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  certainly  have  thought  those, 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned  would  have  been 
the  last  men  he  would  have  called  by  such  a  name. 
If  Ihe  writer  of  that  letter  has  any  friends  left  him 
upon  eartli,  I  should  think  on  the  2i)lh  November 
last  he  would  have  considered  those  gentlemen  as 
falling  within  that  class.  Polilically  they  .seem  to 
have  made  it  a  point  to  think  with  him  and,  for  Ihe 
last  few  years  in  all  things,  to  act  according  to  his 
will. 
They  may,  in  fact,  be  said  lo  live  and   move  and 


Before  I   am  done,  I  expect  to  shew,  that  what    ''''^''^ '".''''"   "'^'''  poli'i'''i'  being.     Although  I  do 
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has  been  said  by   my   colleague   is   Ihe    first 
rupture,  among  those,  who  have  once  been  on  terms 
of  intimacy,  and  all  know  how  delicate  an  ailiiir  it 
is  to  interfere  in  such  a  case. 

When  Ihe  honorable  senator  from  Missouri,  Mr. 
Benton,  adrlressed  us  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
treasnry  bill,  he  read  us  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  late  president  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  sake  of  refuting  the  charge  madeagain.st  him, 
that  he  had  once  been  friendly  to  the  hank, and  only 
wished  to  destroy  it,  because  the  directors  of  it 
would  not  use  its  inlliience  to  accomplish  his  polit- 
ical purposes.  He  at  Ihe  same  time  told  ns  he  in- 
tended to  incorporate  it  in  his  speech  by  piiblishinu- 
a  copy  of  it.  He  has  ilone  so,  and  when  I  read  his 
speech  a  few  days  since,  and  this  letter,  I  was  indu- 
ced to  believe  that  the  writer  had  fallen  inio  some 
errors  which  it  w,as  a  duty  to  some  of  my  consti- 
tuents should  be  corrected. 

I  wish,  before  I  pioceed  to  what  I  have  to  say  on 
Ibis  subject,  to  state  that  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
ever  stated  Ihat  the  author  of  this  letter  has  ever 
been  friendly  to  the  bank  and  became  dissatisfied 
with  if  because  it  would  not  loan  its  indiience  to 
him.  Nor  do  I  now  intend  to  make  any  such  accu- 
sation.    My  purpose  is  a  very  different  one. 

The  leller  is  dated  "29th  November,  1837,"  and 
its  author  in  the  seconri  paragraph  says.  "When  the 
"aristocratic  few,"  at  Nashville  first'madea  move- 
"ment  to  obtain  a  branch  there,  they  were  forestalled 
"by  a  law  of  the  legislature,  imposing  a  heavy  fine 
"upon  any  bank  that  should  attempt  to  do  business 
"within  the  limits  of  the  slate,  without  being  first 
"chartered  by  the  legislature  thereof.  This  provi- 
"sion  had  my  cordial  approbation,  and  prevented 
"while.if  continued  in  force  a  location  of  the  branch 
"of  Ihe  bank  at  Nashville,  but  it  was  afterwards  re- 
peated, &c." 

This  slatement  induced  me  to  look  into  Ihe  docu- 
ments appended  to  the  commitlee's  report  at  the 
session  of  1834  and  1835  for  two  purposes. 


not  profess  to  have  at  this  time  any  particular  re- 
gard for  any  one  of  those  whose  names  I  have  men- 
tioned, yet  I  must  say  I  do  not  think  if  conect  to 
denouiiiiale  any  one  of  Ihem  "an  aii.^locrat:"  one 
who  would  be  willing  to  take  all  power  from  the 
many,  and  give  it  lo  the  few,  on  the  ground  that 
Ihey  were  belter  born,  or  more  wealthy  than  Iheir 
neighbours. 

They  and  I  differ  about  many  things,  but  I  should 
not  like  soberly  to  denominate  them  federalists  even; 
and  if  compelled  togiveaiiv  opinion,  I  could  oiil)',  in 
truth,  say,  Ihat  I  did  not  know  they  had  any  par- 
ticular politics. 

Others  whose  names  I  have  not  mentioned,  will 
be  tbiind  on  that  list,  who  are  men  of  Ihe  first  re- 
spectabilily,  and  who  would  struggle  as  hard  for  an 
equality  of  rights  as  any  men  in  any  coinmunily, 
and  are  as  much  entitled  to  the  reputation  of  repub- 
licans as  any  of  my  consliluenfs. 

The  distinguished  author  of  the  letter,  in  a  sub- 
sequent part  of  it,  proceeds  lo  speak  of  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  1817,  and  of  the  visit  of  general  Cad- 
wallader  after  such  repeal,  with  a  view  lo  the  eslab- 
lishment  of  a  branch  at  Nashville,  and  says:  "Some 
short  period  after  the  visit  of  general  Cadwallader, 
when  the  branch  was  established,  a  recommenda- 
tion for  the  appointineni  of  two  gentlemen  to  fill 
the  places  of  its  presidi  iil  and  cashier  was  shewn  to 
me,  with  request  Ihat  I  should  state  my  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  these  two  gentlemen.  The  bank 
being  eslablished  and  the  people  liable  lo  be  cursed 
with  all  lis  attendant  evils  I  expressed  my  confi- 
dence in  Ihe  two  genllemeii  referred  to,  believing 
them  to  be  h<niesf,  and  that  as  far  as  they  had  control 
over  the  institution  it  would  not  be  wielded  for  cor- 
rupt political  purposes.  This  recommendation  I 
have  been  informed  has  been  used  to  prove  my  ap- 
probation of  this  bank,  &c." 

The  whole  point  in  this  matter  rests  upon  the  time 
at  which  the  recommendation  was  made.  The  au- 
thor says,  it  was  after  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1817, 
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after  Mr.  Catlwalladei'3  visit,  and  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  brancti! 

Tliis  statement  is  loun.led  in  error.  The  act  was 
repealed  Nm'.  25lh,  1S2().  General  Ca.lwallader's 
visit  was  after  tliat,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
branch  still  later. 

Tnis  recpimnendation  on  the  very  face  of  it,  must 
satisfy  every  person  that  it  was  given  before  the  re- 
peal of  the  law,  not  afleiuiiinls.  It  sets  out  with 
sayina;  it  is  given  in  anticipation  of  the  establishment 
of  a  branch. 

It  recoinmends  Robert  Searey,  as  president,  who, 
I  think,  w.i.^  (lead  before  the  repeal  of  the  law;  it  is 
signeil  otjicially  as  "major  general  soiitliern  divi- 
sion." It  is  his  recommendation,  in  company  with 
several  devoted  friends  of  the  bank,  each  with  nil 
the  ai.dition  to  his  name  which  truth  would  warrant. 
In  132i>  the  author  of  this  letter  was  not  major 
general.  Hd  had  cased  to  be  so  ion  j  before.  Had 
been  ijoveruor  of  Florida,  senator  in  congress,  and 
candidate  for  president.  The  recommendalion,  al- 
though not  dated,  >vas  undoubtedly  about  the  year 
ISIS  or  Id  19  as  1  should  ihink,  and  at  the  very  lime 
the  strugjjie  was  going  on  between  tlie  Irieuds  of  the 
bank  and  the  adioeales  of  the  slate  law. 

[Here  Jlr.  White  read  the  following  document 
and  proceeded.] 

"To  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  Bunk,  Philadelphia. 
The  underjigncd,  in  anticipation  ol  the  location 
at  this  place  of  a  branch  of  the  United  Slates  Bank, 
take  this  method  ot  recommending  to  your  consid- 
eration per.'ions  qiialilied  for  the  direction  of  the 
same,  viz;  president  and  cashier.  From  along  and 
intimate  knuwledsjc  of  the  public  and  private  char- 
acter of  major  Robert  Searey,  the  present  acting 
paymaster  for  west  Tennessee  we  leel  no  hesita- 
tion in  naming  him  as  a  person  who  would  give 
general  satisfaction  as  president  of  so  important  an 
institution;  and  from  the  numerous  services  ren- 
dered by  this  gentleman  both  in  a  civil  and  mili- 
tary capacity,  we  tliink  hiin  entitled  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  public  pationage,  in  addition  to  what  the 
undersigneil,  can  teslily,  his  services  and  capacity 
are  well  known,  and  no  doubt  duly  appreciated  by 
the  heads  of  departuient  at  Washington  city." 

'For  cashier,  we  beg  leave  to  name  Joliii  Som- 
meiville,  who  is  at  this  time  cashier  of  the  state 
bink  at  Xashville.  This  gentleman  is  known  to 
some  of  your  honorable  body  as  a  person  qiialilieil 
lor  the  duties  of  this  appointment,  his  intei{rity  has 
been  long  tried  and  approved,  and  we  ftel  no  hesi- 
tation in  recommending  him  to  yon  as  one  who,  in 
receiving  the  appointment  of  cashier,  would  unite 
the   approbalion  of  his  fellow  citizens." 

JoH>f  McNEiRY,/e.:/erai  ;«rfs"e. 

Andrew  jackso.v,  maj gen'l southern tlicisioii. 

Robert  Butler,  arlj'l.  genU.  do 

R.  Weekly, 
I  .  citizen  and  former  member  of  congress. 

J.  W.  OvEKTo>f,  at'g.  and  former 

supervisor  and  sup.  Judge. 

John  CofTEE,  brigadier gen'l.  late  icar. 

J.1ME3  Jackso.v,  merchant  and  preshlent 

branch  b'lnk  at  Xashville. 

J.  Wh.ahton, /jcmer/v  senator  in  congress, 

John  P.  Erwin,  merchant," 

Whether  he  was  at  that  time  the  friend  or  opponent 
of  the  bank  I  do  not  know,  but  one  thing  seems  pretly 
evident  that  so  far  as  this  recommendation  would 
go,  it  is  well  calculated  to  throw  his  weiglif  ag-iinst 
those  then  struggling  to  m.untain  the  law  of  the  slate 
against  the  influence  of  the  bank  an  I  its  friends. 

Mr.  President,  I  w'dl  soon  prove  to  the  salisfaction 
of  the  senate,  that  the  struggle  was  no  trifling 
atTnir. 

The  act  prohibiting  the  branch,  as  we  have  seen, 
passed  on  the  22d  Nov.  1817;  the  news  soon  spread; 
a  town  meeting  was  called  in  Nashville  on  the  31sl 
JaniLtry  t'ollo.ving;  the  proceedings  are  not  lengthy; 
i  will  read  them  to  shew  what  was  done  and  by 
whom. 

"  At  a  public  meeting  of  the  citzens  of  Davidson 
county,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  at  the  court 
house'inthe  town  of  Nashville,  on  Saturday,  the 
31st  day  of  January,  instant,  pursuant  to  notice 
given  in  the  Clarion, 

'•The  honorable  Jesse  Wharton  was  appointed 
chairman,  ami  0.  B.  Hayes  secretary. 

"  Mr.  Gruiiily  rose  and  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which,  after  some  discussion,  were  unanimonsly 
adopted,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  votes  on 
the  hrst  and  last  resolutions. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting 
that  the  late  law  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  in  taxing  banks  to  be  established  in  this 
state  by  an  authority  other  than  the  laws  of  this 
state,  while  the  banks  established  by  the  authority 
of  the  stale  are  not  taxed,  is  impolitic  and  uncon- 
ititutional. 


"  Resolved.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  1 
that  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  United 
Slates  Bank  at  this  place,  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  instituiiun,  grateful  to  the  people,  useful  in  its 
operation,  and  grrally  conducive  to  the  pros|)erity  1 
and  best  interests  of  Tennessee.  | 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  persons 
be  appointed  by  the  chairman,  respectfully  to  ad 
dress  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  on  this  inleresting  and  import- 
aut  subject,  and  request  Ihe  immediate  establi.«h-  ' 
ment  of  a  branch  ol  that  institution  at  this  place. 

"  Whereupon,  the  chairman  appointed  F.  Grun- 
dy, O.  B.  Hayes,  John  P.  Erwin,  George  W.  Gibbs, 
J.  Whiteside,  A.  Balch,  and  A.  Hynes,  a  commit- 
tee for  the  above  purpose. 

Test:  0.  B.  HwES,  Secretary."      ] 

[Here  Mr.  While  having  read  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  proceeded  to  say.] 

Thus  the  senate  will  see  niv  colleague  again  fore- 
most; proposer  of  the  resolutions,  and  fust  among 
the  debaters. 

The  proceedings  I  should  think  are  not  very 
marked  in  favor  ol'  state  rights,  slill  they  are  di^co- 
rous,  and  contain  such  an  expression  of  ojiinion  as 
freemen  had  a  right  to  make. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  forward  the  proceedings  to  Ihe  pre- 
sident and  directors  in  Philad  Iphia  accompanied  by 
an  address. 

At  the  head  of  that  committee  we  again  find  my 
honorable  colleague,  and  let  us  see  what  language 
he  thought  fil  to  employ  there  against  those  op- 
posed to  this  bank. 

[Here  jMr.  White  read  the  address  and  pro- 
ceeded.] 

Toun  meeting  and  Idler  uf  committee  of  Nashville, 
"  Xashi-ille,  January  31,  1818. 

"  Uenllemen:  Enclosed  we  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  this  day  adopted  by  Ihe  citizens 
of  this  vicinity,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  of  the  national  bank  at  this  place. 

"From  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions,  you  will 
perceive  Ihe  correct  view  which  the  people  of  this 
country  have  taken  of  the  act  ol  the  late  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  intended  v  irtually  to  prevent  Ihe 
operation  of  this  bank  in  Tennessee;  and  permit 
US  to  assure  yon,  that  this  is  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  citizens  of  this  slate,  so  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  same. 

"  In  making  the  statement  to  you,  we  are  inlln- 
enced  hy  what  we  believe  a  duty  we  owe  to  the 
character  of  Termessee.  For  she  has  not  been  less 
uniform  in  ller  political  principles,  and  inviolable 
altachment  to  the  general  government,  than  dis- 
tinguished for  her  alacrity  and  prowess,  in  defend- 
ing the  honor  of  the  union.  And  lest  persons  at  a 
distance  should  suppose  from  her  legislature  having 
inconsiderately  raised  the  arm  of  hostility  against 
a  great  fiscal  eslablishment  of  Ihe  general  govern- 
ment, that  her  character  was  not  to  be  confided  in, 
we  seize  with  |ileasure  every  oportnnily  to  show 
to  the  world  that  such  conclusion  is  erroneous. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  point 
could  be  selected,  in  our  opinion,  where  a  larger 
profit  could  he  divided  from  a  branch,  with  the 
capital  of  about  a  niilli(m  ot  dollars;  and  that  no 
section  of  the  union  so  much  requires  a  circulating 
medium,  in  which  society  has  confidence.  But  we 
forbear  entering  into  a  deiail  of  the  various  facts 
and  causes  wliich  le?.il  to  such  an  opinion,  because 
\KK  know  that  Ihe  course  of  trade,  the  wealth,  and 
the  great  natural  resources  of  Tennessee,  are  well 
known  to  many  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia. 

"  We  cannot  close  this  address  wilhout  making 
a  tender  of  acknowlcdcments  for  ourselves,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  citizens  by  whom  we  were  selected  to 
address  you  upon  this  subject,  for  the  great  libe- 
rality you  have  manifested  in  considering  our  ap- 
plication liereloforc, after  Ihe  legiilatiire had  passed 
this  extraordinary  act;  and  we  hope  the  object  will 
be  attained  so  soon  as  is  consistent  with  the  inte- 
rest of  the  institution. 

"  We  wish  you  to  receive  as  an  apolopy  for  the 
trouble  we  give  you,  the  lively  interest  lelt  by  the 
citizens  of  this  quarter  of  the  country  upon  this 
subject. 

"  Accept,  gentlemen,  the  assurances  of  our  high 
respect,  Fei.ix  Grundy, 

0.  B.  Hayes, 
Andrew   Hynes, 
John  P.  Erwin, 
G.  W.  Gibes, 
Alfred  Bali  11, 

1.  Whiteside. 
"  To  the  presitler.t  and  director!' 

of  Ihe  United  States  bank," 
Here  an  assurance  is  given   to  strangers   deeply 
interested  in  this    matter  that   the   statements  ex- 
pressed by  the  meeting  were  the  sentiments  enter- 
tained by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Tennessee. 


Now  I  should  have  disliked  to  have  made  such 
a  statement.  So  far  Iroin  being  true,  public  senti- 
ment then  was,  and  continued  lor  eight  years  most 
decidedly  the  other  way,  and  never  could  be  chang- 
ed until 'he  directors  of  the  Nashville  bank  hi  it 
go  down  in  18JU,  when  Ihe  legisl.iture  was  in  ses- 
sion; and  under  the  inlliience  ol  the  eiubarrass- 
ment  that  must  follow,  the  legislature,  veiy  re- 
luclanllv  repealed  the  act  of  1817. 

Of  all  this  Mr.  President,  1  should  not  have  lelt 
that  there  was  much  cause  to  coin|ilain,  hut  yeu 
must  have  noticed  in  the  aildress  as  I  read  it, 'the 
vindication  of  my  colleague  and  his  commiitee  of 
the  people  ol  Tennessi  <-,  the  elh.rt  to  keep  their  fame 
Irom  being  tarnished  by  the  (bul  act  ol  Ibelegislature. 

As  she  had  been  faiiliful  to  the  union  in  »ar,  my 
honorable  cnlleague  undertakes  to  preser\e  her 
character  from  suspicion  of  treason  in  time  ol  peace. 

Now  what  olience  had  the  legislaliin-  committed? 
They  had  imposed  a  heavy  tax  if  a  branch  wa.s 
sent  there.  This  law  had  passed  unanimously  or 
nearly  so,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  that 
assembly  was  composed  of  men  as  well  informed  as 
are  commonly  to  be  met  with,  and  although  they 
may  have  mistaken  their  powers,  or  the  interests  of 
their  constituents;  yet  I  am  sure  their  motives  were 
good.  For  this  olience  they  v^■ere  slii;malized  to 
strangers  as  persons  unfriendly  to  the  union,  and 
as  persons  whose  conduct  was  calculated  to  des- 
troy Ihe  character  ol  their  state. 

Mr.  President,  who  would  have  thought  thai  the 
author  of  that  addr.-ss  was  the  same  person,  who 
so  furiously  and  learlesslv,  the  other  day,  declared 
war  against  Mr.  Bidille  ami  his  bank!'  Yes,  sir, 
"war  to  the  knife,  and  Ihe  knife  to  Ihe  hill." 

It  is  nevertheless  true  it  is  my  honorable  col- 
league, who  figures  in,  both  the  address  and  the 
speech. 

He  has  now  as  he  states  taken  Ihe  field  for  the 
adminislration  against  the  bank;  and  althounh  he 
will  not  long  have  the  power  of  speaking  in  this 
chamber,  yet  he  will  be  busy  at  home,  inargnirig 
and  supplicating  the  people  against  this  bank. 
Now  I  do  hope,  after  all  this  parade,  that  my  hon- 
orable colleague  and  his  associates  at  home,  may 
not  turn  out  to  be  a  corps  of  Swiss  troops,  and  de- 
sert unless  they  get  prompt  pay  and  double  ralions. 
I  beseech  hiin  and  them  lor  the  cridit  of  our  com- 
mon slate  to  act  the  part  of  disinterested  patriots 
for  once. 

Slill  I  am  not  without  my  doubts,  at  all  events 
as  tosome  of  them.  I  see  in  a  document  laid  on 
my  table,  a  few  hours  since,  the  copy  of  a  teller 
from  one  of  the  corps,  giving  notice  lo  Ihe  admin- 
islration that  he  will  be  here  for  his  pay,  in  the 
spring,  by  tlie  coming  of  grass. 

I  must  detain  Ihe  senate  while  I  read  one  more 
document  from  this  same  book.  It  is  a  lellerdaled 
14tli  February,  1818,  ,ind  found  in  the  same  volume 
of  documents  at  p.  231. 

'■Nashville,  February  14,  ISIS. 

"  Dear  sir:  From  a  knowledge  that  some  ac- 
quaintance must  have  been  formed  between  you 
and  myself  at  Wasliington,  many  of  my  neighbors 
have  frequently  solicited  me  lo  forward  to  you  a 
list  of  the  name?  of  fit  persons,  to  whom  lo  confide 
the  management  of  a  branch  bank  ol  the  United 
States  at  this  place.  I  have  heretofore  declined  it, 
nor  should  I  al  any  lime  have  said  any  thing  nn 
the  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  puerile  atliunpt 
of  our  last  legislature,  to  prevent  an  eslablishment 
of  a  branch  here  altogether.  The  motives  which 
gave  biith  to  that  measure  were  selfish,  the  policy 
contracted,  and  the  views  of  such  men  cannot  be 
liberal  and  impartial.  Any  number,  from  seven  to 
thirteen,  might  be  s.  lecled  from  the  following,  and 
the  choice  could  not  be  a  bad  one. 

Jenkin  Wliitesides.  .Andrew  Hi/ncs,  Randall  Mc- 
Gavoche,  John  P,  Erwin,  Thomas  II.  Fletcher, 
James  Stewart,  Felix  Rnberlson,  Robert  Weakley, 
Elihu  S.  Hall,  Alfred  Balch,  William  Carroll, 
Thomas  Hill,  George  W.  Gibbs,  Robert  C.  Foster, 
Samuel  lilford. 

"  Those  printed  in  italics  are  merchants:  the  oth- 
ers, substantial  freeholers,  and  men  of  intelligence. 
.\  board  of  managers  S'hcteil  from  them  would,  in 
my  opinion,  conduct  the  alfairs  of  the  institution 
with  ability  and  integrity.  Although  ycu  and  tl.e 
directors  have  a  discretion  as  lo  number,  between 
seven  and  thirteen,  I  would  submit  to  you  Ihe  pro- 
priety of  the  largest  number.  It  may  have  an 
ell'ect  in  keeping  down  that  spirit  of  opposition 
which  has  hitherto  manifested  itself. 

"  In  naming  the  persons  above  mentioned,  I  have 
endeavored  to  combine  commercial  and  legal 
knowledge,  nor  have  I  been  inallenlive  lo  their 
s'anding  in  society  here.  I  will  name  another 
subject,  respecting  which  I  have  not  been  requested 
lo  write;  that  is,  w  lio  should  be  cashier?  If  any 
person  here  is  appointed,  it  should  be  John  Somer- 
ville.     Should  this  be  the  case,  some  person  of  ex- 
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perifiice  in  your  manner  of  iloins  busintss,  sliould 
be  sent  on  lo  put  liini  in  the  way  of  coiiduclin^  the 
business,  upon  the  principles  you  act  on,  or  he 
should  visit  Philadelphia  in  person  lo  acquire  that 
knowledge.  iVlr.  Som-rville  has  a  knowled;;e  ol' 
men  mid  things  h.re.  which  would  be  very  advan- 
tatreous;  and  "knows  'he  duties  of  a  cashier  better 
than  any  person  in  this  quarter. 

"  I  have  no  fears  that  any  attempt  will  be  made 
to  eniorce  the  Tennessee  law.  Should  there  be, 
it  will  be  revisited  wilh  etfecl  here;  no  concern 
need  be  felt  on  that  subject.  Should  there  be  no 
iinproiiriely  in  it,  I  should  like  to  know  when  yon 
will  put  the  inSiitution  in  operation  here?  and  it 
would  seeiii  to  nie,  that  some  persons  should  be 
authorized  belore  hand  lo  provide  a  house,  &c. 
Yon  will/  xcnse  me  for  the  freedom  of  my  sugges- 
tions. It  unn  cessary,  they  are  harmless. 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

Felix  Grundy." 
"  Wm.  Jones,  Esg.,  president  of  the 

United  States  tiant;,  Philadelphia. 

"  P.  S.  Although  this  is  addresseil  to  you  only, 
I  have  no  objections  to  its  being  seen  by  any  of 
the  directors.  F.  G." 

[.•ilier  having  read  the  letter,  except  the  name 
of  the  author  Mr.  White  pioceeded.] 

Mr.  President,  this  letter  was  a  secret  one,  ad- 
dressed to  the  president  in  Philadelphia,  inlended 
for  himself  and  his  directors  only.  It  directly  iin 
pugns  the  innlive?,  and  speaks  conlempluonsly  of 
the  character  and  standing  of  the  whole  general  iis- 
se/nbli/  of  the  slate. 

li  giv -s  a  list  of  names  for  directors  of  the 
branch,  and  concludes  with  a  threat  o(  rerisiting 
ills  upon  the  hea.ls  of  tho«e,  who  may  dare  to  at- 
tempt enforcing  the  state  lan>. 

This  letter  was  wrillen  in  1818.  it  remained  a 
secret  in  the  hands,  and  lor  the  guidance  of,  a  di 
rectory  of  a  powerful  monied  inslitnlion  from  the 
time  of  its  recidpt,  till  1S35,  without  any  one  of 
those  c  iluiunidted  in  it,  having  any  siispicinn  that 
ainoii.;  th  ur  acquaintances,  there  could  be  found  a 
man,  capable  of  thii.i  stubbing  their  reputation  in  the 
dark.  It  was  brought  to  light  by  the  investiga- 
ting committee,  and  from  the  time  I  have  first  s«en 
it,  iinlil,  now,  I  have  never  been  able  to  think  fa- 
vourably of  its  author,  or  to  have  any  confrdence 
in  him,  and  now  Mr  President,  you  are  ready  to 
ask,  who  was  the  author? 

I  tell  you  said  Mr.  White,  throwing  down  the 
book,  from  which  he  had  read  the  letter,  it  was 
none  other  than  my  honorable  colteagve. 

The  nian  who  could  thus  treat  me,  might  deceive 
me  once,  hn^  he  never  will  a  second  lime,  unless, 
perchance,  he  should  hereafter  do  some  set,  which 
co.nports  with  the  chir;icter  of  an  honorable  man. 

TWENlY-ilFrH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND   SESSION — SENATE. 

June  9.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  s.nid 
that  he  wished  to  present  two  petitions  in  belialf  of 
the  establi>hmeiit  of  a  new  bank  of  the  Uniterl 
States.  They  professed  to  be  petitions  from  per- 
sons of  all  political  parties  that  exist  in  the  coiiii- 
try;  from  men  of  business — men  who  had  felt,  in 
the  transaction  of  their  business,  the  great  incon- 
venience of  the  want  of  a  uniform  currency,  parti- 
cularly as  connected  with  the  trade  wilh  the  south, 
which  had  become  greatly  embarrassed,  and  espe- 
cially so  between  Connecticut  and  the  south.  As 
these  petitions  were  pretty  much  in  the  same  lan- 
guage with  others  which  Mr.  C.  had  presented,  and 
as  favorable  action  on  this  subject  by  congrrss.  as 
congress  now  was,  was  utterly  unattainable,  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  useless  to  say  or  do  more,  at  this  lime, 
than  lo  ask  that  the  petitions  be  received  and  laid 
on  the  table,  as  their  being  in  the  same  langiiaiie 
wilh  others  rendered  it  not  worth  w  bile  to  take  the 
trouble  of  [irinting  them.  In  regard  lo  the  political 
character  which  they  claimed,  there  were  marks 
ufion  them  by  which  senators  miirlit  know  whether 
they  came  from  men  of  all  political  parties. 

The  petitions  v\ere  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  petition  asking  such  a 
change  in  the  post  office  law  as  lo  allow  newsjia- 
]iers  to  circulate  postage  free  in  the  respective 
counties  where  lliey  are  pnhlislied.     Referred. 

Messrs.  Morris  and  Pierce,  from  the  coninillee 
on  pension-i,  reported  a  large  niimbrr  of  priwite 
bills  from  the  other  house  referred  lo  them,  the  re- 
j 'Clion  of  a  considerable  portion  of  which  was  re- 
commendetl. 

The  r'-solulion  of  inquiry,  offered  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, in  relation  to  ceding  to  the  state  of  Ohio  all  the 
finblic  lands  within  her  boundaries,  and  to  iloing 
ikewise  with  other  states  when  in  similar  circum- 
stances, was  taken  up,  explained,  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  M.,  and  agreed  to. 

The  hill  for  the  lelief  of  Richard  P.  Banks  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  IVright,  the  joint  resolution  in 
relation  to  certain  books.  See.  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'Ahite.  (of  which  he  had  given 
previous  notice,  and  which  was  prevented  yester- 
day by  the  debate  on  the  report  ol  the  commillee 
on  tinancein  relation  tobanks  and  bank  notes,)  the 
senate  proceeded  to  speiid  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  i.xecntive  business,  with  a  view  lo  the  despatch 
of  all  such  business  having  a  relerence  lo  the  ap- 
propriation bills;  af'er  which  the  senate  adjourmd. 

June  11.  Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  rejiorted  bills  referred  to  them  lor 
the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  Florida,  and  lo 
confirm  a  certain  act  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Florida,  without  amendment,  and  recommending 
thi  ir  passage. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Lyon,  calling  on 
the  pr'  sident  for  fur'her  inlormatmn  in  rrgaid  to  the 
dislni  bailees  on  the  northern  Irontier,  came  upin  its 
order. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  remarked  that,  till  more  time  had 
been  given  lor  Ihe  executive  authorities  of  Ihe  two 
countries  to  settle  Ihe  Irontiei  difficulties  between 
them,  any  information  on  t!ie  subject  would  not 
probably  be  acted  on  by  congress,  and  the  call  for 
it  would  tend  to  inflame  the  finblic  mind;  it  would 
do  no  good,  and  might  do  much  mischief.  He 
therefore  moved  thai  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
table;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton. 

Hesolced.  That  the  secietary  of  war  communi- 
cate to  the  seiiate  any  in'orination  which  may  have 
been  recently  received  at  the  department,  indicat- 
ing a  hostile  dis|iosition  in  the  Indian  tribes  bor- 
dt  ring  on  the  Arkansas  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  i!n7i,lhe  bill  to  encourage  the 
introduction  and  promote  the  cuitiv  ation  of  tropical 
plants  in  the  United  Slates  was  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  ijreat  number  of  private  bills  from  the  other 
house  were  read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr  irA;/f.  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs  were  discharged  from  Ihefurther  consi- 
deration of  Ihe  pelitio-  of  Harriet  Liverniore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White  the  senate  proceeded  lo 
spend  Ihe  remainder  of  the  day  in  executive  ses- 
sion; after  which. 

The  .=enate  adjonrned. 

June  12.  Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  said  that,  before 
the  senate  should  proceed  to  its  ordinary  business, 
he  wished  to  consume  a  minute  or  two  of  its  time 
on  a  subject  in  relation  to  which  this  was  the  first 
opportunity  of  speaking.  Most  of  the  speech  of  his 
colleague,  which  appeared  in  Ihe  Intelligencer  of 
yesterday,  he  heard  when  it  was  delivered  and,  so 
far.  had  immediately  replied  to  it.  But  the  con- 
cluding remarks  of  that  speech  he  did  not  hear, 
and,  though  informed  of  Iheir  import,  he  thonglil 
best  to  wait  their  publication  before  replying  In 
them.      [See  page  2-17  for  the  speech  allmjed  to.1 

Mr  G.  said  he  was  not  nnmindfiil  of  what  was 
due  lo  himself  and  to  the  station  which  he  occupied, 
and  he  would  therefore  briefly  remark,  that  as  to  all 
the  personal  reference  which  his  colleague  had  hrao- 
ed  upon  him,  he  would  throw  them  oH'wifh  disriain 
and  scorn — a  feeling  which  he  was  soiry  to  say. 
was  odly  reciprocated,  though  wilh  less  ill-will  on 
his  part  towards  his  colleague.  Mr.  G.  further  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  his  colleague  was  not 
the  judge  to  whom  his  standing,  prosperity,  and 
welfare  were  committed;  if  it  had  been  so,  he  would 
have  considered  them  as  lost. 

Mr.  White  expressed  his  surprise  that  his  col- 
league should  require  six  weeks  or  two  months  to 
reply  to  his  conclnding  remarks,  and  that  he  did 
not  hear  Ihem,  when  he  was  both  present  at  the 
time,  and  near  Mr,  W.  Mr.  W.  also  adverted  to 
the  fart  that  his  colleague  had  made  no  attempt  to 
controvert  any  thing  which  Mr.  AV.  had  said, 
which  he  insisied  he  could  not  do,  as  the  evidence 
was  altogether  too  decisive. 

Mr.  W.  also  made  some  further  remarks,  chieflv 
personal,  and  Mr.  Grundy  was  in  a  course  of  reply, 
when  the  Vice  President  interfered,  evidently  in 
accordance  with  Ihe  general  sense  of  the  senate, 
and  the  Iwo  gentlemen  acquiescing  the  conversation 
was  diopprd. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kenlucky,  rose  and  said,  that  he 
had  received  and  desired  to  present  fo  the  senate 
another  petition  from  certain  persons  in  Connecti- 
cut, praying  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  II  was  not  very  numerously  sijn. 
ed,  but  it  was  right  'fat  it  should  be  heard.  As  it 
was  pretty  much  in  the  langua<:e  as  a  petition  he- 
lore  presented.  Mr.  C.  would  not  a=k  that  if  should 
be  read  or  printed,  but  received,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

While  up,  Mr.  C.  would  say  somefhing  in  rela- 
tion to  some  petitioners  for  a  bank  on  a  former  oc- 
casion.   He  had  supposed  that  a  sense  of  justice 


would  have  induced  the  senator  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.Niles,)alterthe  names  ol  those  pel  it  ioners  were 
printed,  lo  state,  in  correction  of  certain  allegations 
ol  his  own,  that  Ihose  petitioners,  as  a  iiiat-s,  were 
highly  respectable  persons  Mr.  C.  had  supposed 
that  he  would  he  prompt  to  make  Ihe  amende  hon- 
orable for  his  observations  on  that  occasion.  His 
not  having  done  it,  imposed  on  Mr.  C.  Ihe  duty 
which  he  had  now  undnlaken. 

The  remarks  of  Ihe  senator  at  that  time  having 
been  published,  Mr  C.  had  received  a  letter  from 
Hartford.  Connecticut,  which  speaking  of  Ihe  pe- 
tition,  stated  thai  i"  was  signed  by  the  governor, 
and  various  others  in  high  s;andin:;  in  the  commui- 
ty,  by  six  present  and  past  presidents  of  banks,  by 
three  presidenls  of  insurance  companii  s,  and  by 
olher  as  respectable  individuals  as  could  any  where 
be  obtained  lor  a  petition  sent  lo  congress.  The 
names  of  some  of  Ihe  strongest  whigs  wer*-  riot  on 
the  petition,  not  because  they  wde  not  in  fa\or  of 
it.  but  because  they  were  not  urged  to  sign  it. 

Mr.  C.  also  slated  that  Ihe  names  ol  these  peti- 
tioners had  been  grossly  inisprinled  by  ihe  piinter 
to  the  senate,  a  variety  ol  wdiich  he  read,  one  of 
which,  that  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole,  was 
"Harry  Ciimming"  for  Ihe  name  olH'-nry  Corning. 
This  misprinting  was  calculated  to  mislead  in  le- 
gard  to  the  true  character  of  Ihe  petitioners.  Mr. 
C.  Ihonght  it  due  to  the  petitioners  to  bear  ihis 
testimony  in  their  behall.  and  he  did  nol  believe 
that  a  more  respectable  body  of  petilioneis  could 
present  themselves  to  this  or  any  olher  body. 

Mr.  Niks,  at  some  length,  deniid  that  he  bad 
said  that  the  petitioners  were  not  respectable.  He 
had  said  that  one  of  their  slalemenls  was  incorrect; 
but  they  were  doubtless  respectable,  and  if  Ihey 
had  made  a  wrong  stati-nient,  or  pursued  wrooi; 
measures,  they  wereto  blame. and  not  Mr  N.,vvho 
declared  that  he  had  nothing  to  relrnct.  They  bad 
ihonghl  proper  lo  come  here  to  deceive  Ihe  senate, 
and  to  deceive  the  country,  and  they  must  take  the 
consequences. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  inability  'o  understand 
the  senator,  in  holding  that  these  prtitioners  were 
respectable,  and  at  the  same  lime  chareing  Ihem 
with  the  propacalion  of  a  deliberate  nn'inth.  But 
Mr.  C.  was  satisfied  that  the  senator  himself  was 
mistaken,  in  ilenying  that  that  petition  came  from 
persons  of  both  political  (larties.  Ihat  it  did  so, 
Mr.  C.  had  the  most  abundant  evidence.  On  the 
petition  which  Blr.  C.  presented  Ihe  other  day,  Ihe 
political  character  of  Ihe  petitioners  was  marked, 
and  the  first  on  the  list  was,  or  had  very  recently 
been,  a  particular  friend  of  the  honorable  senator, 
and  fiirhting  for  the  support  of  his  party. 

Mr.  AV/es  insisted  that  the  fact  of  Iheir  having 
signed  these  petiiions  was  ample  proof  Ihat.  what- 
ever they  were  before,  they  had  now  changed  their 
politics.  He  also  made  some  further  allegations 
derogatory  to  one  or  more  of  these  alleged  Van  Bu- 
ren  pelilioners. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  Ironi  mercliants 
in  Ihe  city  ol  New  Haven,  Coiinecticnt,  (including 
all  Ihe  importing  merchants  but  one.)  praying  the 
repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  deposite  act  of  ISSh', 
which  prohibits  the  receipt  by  the  government  of 
the  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

Also,  another  paper  ol  the  same  character,  in  the 
form  of  resolutions,  from  the  board  of  commission- 
ers of  the   associated   banks  and   its   vicinity,  and 
asking  the  same  relief.     On  presenting  these  peti- 
tions, Mr.  Webster  said:  the  present  state  ol  things 
I  is  truly  singular.     An  effort  for  a  general  resiimp- 
'  on  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  is  making,  and 
I  of  about  to  be  made,  all  over  the  country. 
I      Some  of  the    banks   have   resumed.     But,  now, 
sir,  what  is  the  attitude  in  which  Ihe  government 
stands? 

By  the  new  specie  circular  it  is  proclaimed  that 
specie  or  treasury  notes  will  be  required,  unless 
debtors  to  government  can  procure  noti  s  of  a  specie- 
paying  bank  of  Ihe  denomination  of  twenty  dollars 
or  upwards;  which  bank  shall  not  have  issued,  or 
paid  out.  any  note  under  five  dollars,  since  July, 
1836.  No  postmaster  may  receive  any  note  less 
Ihan  twenty  dollars. 

This  refusing  lo  receive  notes  nnder  tvvenly  dol. 
lars  is  donhlless  founded  on  Ihe  ))rovision  in  the  act 
of  April.  1836.  that  no  disbiirsinL'  officer  shall  ofler 
in  payment  any  note  less  than  twenty  dollars 

I  cannot  say  I  think  this  part  of  the  circular  ab- 
solutely necessary,  so  long  as  the  deposite  system 
exists:  but  at  the  same  time,  the  provision  of  the 
act  of  April  countenances  this  regulation  in  some 
degree,  if  not  entirely. 

Kilt  takinff  Ihis  st.ate  of  law  and  this  circular  to- 
gether can  it  be  said  that  covernment  is  enrourng- 
vig  resumption  of  specie  payments,  or  laeilifaling 
Ihe  restoration  of  things  to  a  stale  of  prosperity? 
Is  there,  in  the  spirit  of  these  regulations,  any  thing 
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tor'inirnl  us  ol'  Ihe  cmirse  of  govfrriinenl,  under  1  Alter  some  fuitherrfinaiks  by  Messrs.  Hubbird. 
similar  circiiiristiinces.inthedaysof  Mr.  Dallasaml  I  nV6s/cr,  Bvchamin,  Pieslou,  'Smilh.  of  Indiana, 
Mr.  Crawlord?  Slraiige,  and  I'enlvn,  to  be  iriven  lierriillor,)  tin-  pe- 

lii  New  Eri"land,  as  I  believe,  all  tlie  banks,  with  I  titions  were  laid  on   the  table,  and    ordered  to  be 
one  or  two  exctplions,  have  issued  or  paid  small    prirjted. 


bills  since  July,  1836.  11  there  be  more  than  one 
or  two  exci'plion?.  1  hav-  not  heard  of  them. 

In  New  York,  the  le;;isliitiire  tell  its>-ir  impera- 
tively calleil  n|ion  to  alter  the  law  ol'  the  slate,  and 
authorize,  at  lea'^t  lor  a  time,  the  i>sne  of  small 
bilN.  The  popular  branch  of  the  legishitnre  was 
nearly  unanimous  for  an  unqualified  repeal.  The 
jenute  preferred  a  suspension,  and  a  suspension  was 
the  final  result. 

It  is  adcnilted,  I   believe,  on  all  hands,  that  this 


Mr.   ireAsJor  then,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  leave  to  introduce  the  lollowini;: 
A  bill  making  lurilier  provisions  for  the  collection 
of  the  public  reveiuies. 

Be  il  enacled.  Sfc.  That  the  operation  of  «o  much 
of  the  act  of  June  23d,  1836,  entitled  "An  ad  to 
regulate  the  deposiles  of  the  public  money,"  as 
prohibits  the  rec.ipt  of  the  notes  or  bilfs  ol  specie- 
paying  banks,  winch  have  issued  since  the  4th  of 
M.Meh.  18;!6.  notes  or  bills  of  a   less  dpiiomination 


was  caihd  lor  by  the  people.     It  was  not    •I'!"'  fi^^  Hollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sus- 


pended  until  further  order  of  conj;re3 

Sec.  2.  Jiid  be  ilfnrlher  enucteil.  That  it  shall  b» 
ciear."  loud,  and  irresiVlible  demand  1 '•'>»l'ii'   for  the  secretary  of  the   treasury  to  s.lecl 
and  employ  as  depositories  ol  the  public  money,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisiotis  of  said  act.   any  banking 
institutions   which   may   be   established  under  the 
provisions  of  a  law  of  the  slate  in  which  it  exists. 
Sec.  3.  Jnii  be  il  fuilher  enncleil.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  herealler  to 
select    and   employ    as    depositories  ol    the  public 
moni-y,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  any 
notes  aiid  bills  on  de- 
tau'ling   il    niay    have 
stopped  specie   payments  since  the  date  of  the  said 


the  result  ol  any  bank  management,  or  ol  the  ope 
ration  of  any  priiate  interests  whatever.     It   was 

the  result  of 

of  the  public  will.  It  cannot  be  charged  to  party, 
to  rriauagecuent,  or  any  thing  but  a  universal  con- 
vicuou  lliat  the  measure  would  be  useful,  and  was 
nrc  <saryi  lis  beneficial  eHects  are  not  doubted,  I 
beli've,  by  any  body,  in  aidin;  the  banks  in  the 
great  work  of  resu'm|ition.  Now,  I  suppose  that 
all  tiie  banks  in  New  York,  with,  perhaps,  two  or 
three  exctplions   in  the  city,  have  availed  them- 


Sec.  4.  .iiid  be  ilfnrlher  etwcled.  That  the  opera- 
tion of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  l-t, 
1S36,  entitled  ".\n  act  inakini;  appropnatKUis  for 
the  pav..ient  of  revolutionary  and  otner  pensioners 
of  tlie'  United  States  for  the  year  1836,"  be,  and 
Ihe  same  is  hereby,  suspended  until  further  order  of 
congress. 

Leave  was  granted,  the  bill  was  introduced  and 
read  the  first  time,  and,  on  the  sugsestion  of  Mr. 
Wiigkl  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  refer  it,  a  re- 
port just  havinL;  been  made  on  the  whole  subject 
from  the  committee  on  finance,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table,  wiili  the  un.ler.staiuling  that  it  would  re- 
ceive its  second  reading  ami  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Ihe  senate  to-morrow. 

Messrs.  Grmidy.  Nurvell,  IVall  and  IJubhnrd,  re- 
ported various  bills  from  committees  referred  to 
them 


of  this  suspension  law,  and  have  issued  small  1  hank  which  shall  redeem  . 
bills.     Their  i.oles,  therefore,  cannot  be  received  at  I 'na'ia    ■.""'    specie,   notwi 
the  custom    house,  or  the  post  office,  or  elsewhere, 
where  debts  lo  government  are  to  be  paid.     I  sup- 
pose the  same  state  of  things  exists  in  New  Jersey, 
and  many  other  states,  boih  Atlantic  and  western. 

1  li.ivesaidon  a  former  occa>ion,  and  I  still  think, 
tl.at  Ihe  measures  pursued  ny  noveriunent  have 
ov(  I  thrown,  at  least  for  the  present,  its  own  policy 
of  disronlinuini:  the  use  of  small  hills.  A  state  of 
things  has  arisen  in  which  the  people  of  slates 
which  had  begun  to  act  on  that  policy  have  com- 
pelled their  legislatures  lo  sive  up  the  attempt  lor 
the  present.  In  some  instances  the  laws  against 
small  notes  have  been  repealed;  in  others,  modified 
or  suspended.  All  this,  I  repeat,  has  been  the 
work  of  the  peojile  themselves,  acting  ilireclly  on 
their  own  legislatures.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, they  find  smnll  bills  useful,  if  not  indispen- 
sable. Ami  as  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sol- 
vency of  the  banks  which  issue  such  notes  more 
than  that  of  others,  the  question  may  be  asked,  as 
it  is  askeil.with  sii;nificaiicy  and  elfect  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  associated  banks  in  Boston,  "why  not 
put  the  notes  of  all  specie  paying  banks  on  the 
sa.ne  gionnd; 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  government,  at  the 
present  in  porlant  moment,  to  extend  a  large  and 
liberal  confidence  to  the  banks,  and  to  encourage 
their  elibrts,  and  assist  their  struggis  for  resump- 
tion bv  all  proper  means.  To  this  end.l  think  the 
prohibition  contained  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  de- 
posite  law  ought  to  be  repealed,  or  suspended  for  a 
considerable  lime,  and  until  circuuislances  shall 
favor  a  renewed  attempt  to  sustain  the  policy  here- 
tofor-  pursued.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
enough  merely  to  abolish  Ihe  incapacity,  arising  ;  jp^^.p  [j^, 
from  what  has  been  done,  contrary  to  the  provision  ■  „„„„ 
of  Ihe  statue.  1  think  it  necessary  to  provide  that 
bank  notes  of  specif-payin?  banks  may  hereafter 
be  received,  at  least  for  some  time,  allhoujh  the 
banks  issuing  Ihein  continne  to  issue  small  bills. 
Nothing  short  of  this  can  give  ell'ectual  relief.  The 
banks  cannot  now,  without  great  public  inconve- 
nience, ajain  reca 


dary  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  willi  the 
tre..ty  of  17S3,  which  inotion  had,  on  Mr.  \V."s  de- 
sire, been  laid  on  Ihe  table.  Mr.  W.  ^ave  tins  no- 
tice merely  that  senators  might  have  belouth.  m 
Ihe  two  maps  of  the  country  in  question,  ii'ci  ntly 
printed  by  Older  ol  the  s- iiatL",  willioul  which  the 
details  of  Ihe  subject  could  not  be  well   nndi  r.slood. 

The  senate  proceeili  d  lo  consider  the  bill  lo  set 
apart  a  belt  of  land  (Ui  the  western  bouhrs  <d  Mis- 
souri and  Arkanss,  as  bounty  lands  to  be  gianled 
to  settlers  engaged  for  a  term  ol  years  in  the  de- 
leiice  of  the  iroiilier 

The  amount  of  land  (eslimat  d  by  Mr.  Davis  at 
more  than  3,00(1.111111  acres.)  embrac.  d  by  this  bill, 
was  to  be  granted  lo  seltlers  who  for  the  term  of 
five  yeais  should  beorsanized  into  companies,  and 
heKl  themselves  in  readiness  lo  enteral  any  lime 
into  the  service  of  the  Uiiil.d  States  for  tbedelinee 
of  the  frontier. 

The  hill  was  explained  and  advocated  at  consid- 
erable length  and  «iili  niiicli  eameslness  by  Mes.-rs. 
Fulton,  Linn.  C/iiy,  ol  .Mabaina.  and  ■'^erier,  oi.<l  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Strange,  Davis,  Morris,  Kites, 
and  lAiinjilrin. 

The  bill  was  rejected,  on  the  question  of  its  en- 
grossment, bv  the  lollowing  vole: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Beiiloii,  Clay,  of  A  labaina,  Ful- 
ton. Linn,  Mouton,  Niclndas,  Pierce,  liobinson,  Se- 
vier Rinilh.  of  Indiana-  1(1. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn. Clav.  of  Kentucky,  ClaVton,  Daiis,  Grundy, 
Hubhard,King.  Kni-ht,  Lun.'pUin,  McK.  an.  Mor- 
ris, Niles,  Norvell.  I'renliss,  Roane,  Smilh,  ol  Con- 
necticut. Southard,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tiotter, 
Wall,  While,  Williams,  Wright,  Voung— 28. 

HOITSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday.  JaneS.  In  moving  his  nsolution  for  an 
inquiry  by  the  judiciary  commillee  into  Ihe  causes 
of  Ihe  failure  of  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court 
for  Ihe  Louisiana  District — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  seiious 
causes  of  Ihe  compl.iinl  which  hud  exist,  d  in  Lou- 
isiana for  years  with  regard  to  the  operations  ol  the 
judicial  system  ol  the  Uniud  Slal.s  m  that -slate. 
He  stated  that  no  husiin  ss  had  yet  been  disposi  ii  of 
in  the  ciicuit  court  lor  that  state:  that  the  last  lerm 
of  the  court  had  not  be.  n  held  in  cons,  qiience  of 
an  arbitrary  attempt  ol  Ihe  district  pidge  lo  len.ove 


Several   commilteps   were   discharged    from   the  !  the  clerk  of  the  disli icl  and  ciicuit  courts  without 


consideralioii  of  subjects  which  had  been  referred 
to  them,  and  a  number  of  hills,  which  will  be  no- 
ticed in  their  further  progress,  were  introduced  on 
leave,  read  twice  and  nierred.  Several  bills  from 
the  house  were  also  read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  ilferric/v  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 
of  the  executor  of  James  Cook,  of  Maryland,  as 
they  were  required  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  chan- 
cery. 

This  being  counter  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate, 
offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  recently  adopted,  a 
conversalion  of  some  length  ensiierl  on  the  queslinn 
of  order,  chiefly  bv  the  Vine  President.  Mr.  Merrtclc. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  \uv\^\r.  Wcb'ter,  which  resulted  in 
ranted  to  withdraw  the  papers;  where- 
upon. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered  a  resolution,  v.  hich  lies  over 
one  dav,  making  Ihe  resolulicm  formeily  offered  by 
him,  and  prohibiting  the  withdrawal  of  original  pa- 
pers on  private  claims,  one  of  the  standing  rules  of 
the  senate. 

The   Vice  President  presented  a   communication 


their  small  notes.  The  people  ,^o„,  „,p  spc„,tarv  of  war.  with  a  report  from  the 
will  nui  consent  that  they  should.  This  is  a  point,  i  edonel  of  ordnance,  containing  information  in  pur- 
Ibelieve,onwhichlhereislittledilference  of  opinion  suance  of  the  act  of  17i)4  in  reference  lo  armories. 
in  those  states  in  which  small  notes  are  issued.  ^|,o_  f^„^  |,,p  jpcretary  of  state,   respecting  fo- 

On  the  whole,  mv  opinion  is,  that  the  best  thing  reign  vessels  that  have  arrived  in  the  various  col- 
ic be  done,  under  all  circumstances,  is  to  repeal  the  lection  districts  of  the  Uiiit.'d  States.  Severally 
prohibition,  and  to  wait  for  a  moie  favorable  op-  laid  on  the  table,  and  onlered  to  be  printed, 
portunity  to  establish  the  policy  which  it  was  in-  The  hill  to  encourage  the  iuliodurtion  and  culti- 
tended  to  sustain.  I  hope  we  may  see  our  way  on  valion  of  tropical  plants  in  Ihe  United  States  was 
this  subject  somewhat  clearer  some  time  hence  taken  up.  advorated  hv  Messrs.  Linn  ami  .Serier. 
than  we  now  s'e  it.  If  a  repeal,  however,  be  ob-  'opposed  by  Messrs.  Morn's,  Clm/.  ol  Alabama.  Niles. 
jected  to,  a  suspension  is  indispensably  necessary;  |  and  Kim,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  fol 
and  this  suspension   should   be  for  sucti  a  length  of  I  lowing  vote; 

time  as  will  enable  the  banks  and  the  public  to  ad- I  YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Benton,  Buchanan, 
just  their  concerns  to  Ihe  state  of  things  which  will  |  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  Clayton,  Fulton.  Criinrly.  Linn, 
then  be  before  th-in  But  if  a  suspension  only  be  ,  Lumnkin.  McKenn.  Merrick.  Mouton.  Norvell. 
agreed  to,  and  a  day  fixed  when  it  shall  expire,  and  j  Preston.  Robinson.  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con 
especially  if  that  day  he  a  near  one.  the  hanks  will  l  necticut.  Smith,  of  Indiana.  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
be  compelled  immediately  to  begin  to  call  in  their  !  Trotter.  Wall.  W.bsier.  Young— 2,5. 
bills,  anri  Ihe  relief  atlbrded.  if  it  be  any  relief  at  i  NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Hub 
all,  will  b?  crippled  and  ineffectual.  Another  pres-  ibard.  King.  Morris.  Niles,  Pierce,  Strange,  Tipton 
sure  will  commence,  and  arenewal  of  past  troubles  |  White,  Williams — 11 

ensue.  My  opinion  is,  therefore,  that,  taking  all  i  The  senate,  alter  an  executive.session.  adjourned, 
circumstances  into  considera'ion,  it  is  best  to  re- j  .Tune  \X.  In  aildilinn  to  other  business,  which 
peal  the  prohibition,  and  retain,  of  course,  the  j  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  Mr.  Webster  gave  notice 
power  of  renewing  it  when  a  slate  of  things  shall  j  that  he  should  to  morrow  morning  call  up  Mr.  Wil 
hereafler  arise  to  justify  such  renewal.  j  liams'  inotion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  a   join 

For  the  same  reasons.  I  think  the  second  section  j  British  and    American    commission   of  exploratioi 
of  the  act  of  April  should  also  be  repealed.  land  survey,  to  deteruiineon  the  north  eastern  boun 


He  had  been  inlorintd,  from  Ihe  mo>t  re- 
spectable sources,  that  the  clerk  piodiiced  a  litter 
Irom  the  district  judges,  staling  that  he  had  per- 
formed the  dunes  of  his  office  laillilully,  ineihcdi- 
cally.  promptly,  and  uprightly,  and  to  Ihe  eniire 
salislactinn  of  the  bench,' the  bar,  and  the  public, 
and  that  the  only  reason  he  had  lor  remoiin.;  him 
was,  a  desire  to  appoint  an  inlimale  Iriind  in  lis 
place.  On  opening  the  circuit  ci  urt,  judge  Mc- 
Kinley.  of  the  supreme  court,  after  th.-  argument 
of  counsel,  gave  an  opinion  that  the  ilislriet  judge 
did  not  possess  the  powei  lo  remove  the  chrk  willi- 
oul cause.  Judge  Lawrence  still  mainlaining  his 
right  so  to  acl,  the  qiieslion.it  is  iiiiderslood,  will 
be  brought  belore  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uiiiled 
States  for  final  decision.  In  the  mean  time,  neither 
the  district  nor  circuit  court  of  said  state  can  be 
held  lor  the  want  of  a  clerk.  Coiisequeiitl\,  the 
important  business  pending  in  the  said  courls  will 
be  suspended  for  a  lurlher  peiiod  of,  pi  rhaps, 
eheor  eighteen  months,  and  even  lor  a  much 
longer  lime,  if  the  case  should  not  be  d.  cidid  at 
the'next  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  the  mass  of  business  in  both  courts 
is  to  be  postponed,  and  the  iiiti  rests  ol  tin-  pmple 
sacrificed,  because  the  district  judge  wishes  lo  re- 
move a  clerk  who  is  eminently  qualified  lor  Ihe  si- 
tniition,  zii(\  against  w  bom  he  had  no  cause  ol  com- 
plaint, with  file  view  of  bestowing  the  office  on  an 
intimnle  friend. 

Mr  J.concludeil  by  remarking  that,  if  the  facts 
to  which  he  had  relerred  are  true,  of  which  he  I  ad 
no  doubt,  he,  as  one  of  the  repres.nlalives  lioin  Ihe 
state  of  Louisiana,  bad  no  liesilalion  in  saying  that, 
in  bis  opinion,  the  district  judge  should  be  impeach- 
ed and  dismissed  from  office. 

[The  resolution  for  inquiry  was  agreed  to.] 
The  following  were  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  Ihe  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill  providing  for  Ihe  re- 
moval of  the  treasury  building: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton.  Banks, 
Beirne,  Bicknell.  Boon,  Cambieleng,  W.  B.  Camp- 
hell,  John  Cainpb.  II,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Cohs.  Connor.  Craig.  Crock- 
ett, Cusbman,  Davies,'  D.'berrv.  Duncan,  Elmore, 
Farrin.'ton.  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher.  Fry.  Gallup.  J. 
Garland.  W.  Graham.  Graves.  Griffin,  Haley,  Hal- 
sled,  Hammond,  Harrison.  Hawkins.  Hayiies,  He- 
rod. Holsey.  Hubley.  Ingham.  T.  B,  Jackson,  J. 
W.  Jones,' Keiin.  Kilgore.  Klingensmith.  l.egare, 
Leadbttter,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan, 
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Moiit^'omery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  VV.  iMorris,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Ouens,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Pi-trikiu, 
Pnelps,  Phiuier.J.  H.  Prentiss,  Randeii,  Reiicher, 
Sheller,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Spencer,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Town?,  Tiirnev,  Underwood,  Vanderveer, 
Wa/ener,  Weeks,  She'rrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liain's,  C.'h.  Williams,  Yell— 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beatty,  Biddle,  Bon  I,  Bor- 
den, Bri^'s-s.  Bronson,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Crary,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Djvee, 
Dennis,  Droin:;oole,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eve- 
rett, R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode,  Grantland, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Hoti'man,  Howard,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Lincoln.  Loomis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Menel'ee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Parris,  Patterson,  Phillips,  Pope, 
Potts,  Pratt,  Randolph,  Re^-d,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Robinson,  Russell,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stuart.  Tillini,'ha.st,  Toland,  Webster,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Word,  Yorke— 82. 

Siitiirdaij.  June  9.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  decision 
of  the  house  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  remov- 
ing the  walls  of  the  new  treasury  building. 

Mr.  Pope  made  an  etibrt  to  have  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  pension  bill  of  1832,  forsurviving  revolu- 
tionary officers  and  soldiers,  made  the  special  order 
for  Frnlay  next  from  11  to  2  o'clock,  bm  the  mo- 
tion failed. 

A  similar  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Bond,  in  re- 
spect to  the  "bill  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the 
act  enlilled  'An  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or 
or|>hans  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died 
of  the  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,'"  but  with  no  better  success. 

A  number  of  reports  were  made  by  committees, 
among  them  was  the  senate  bill  Irom  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  without  amendment,  to  amend 
"An  act,  more  etfectually  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ish nent  of  certain  crimes  against  the  U.  States, 
and  tor  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  pressed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  decision  on  the 
treasury  building  bill,  but  it  was  agreed  first  to 
take  up  and  dispose  of  the  bills  on  the  speaker's 
table.  They  were  taken  up  accordingly.  They 
were  private  bills,  several  of  which  were  postponed, 
and  others  passed — but  before  they  were  all  dis- 
poned of,  the  house  adjourned. 

Mondaij,  June  11.  The  CAcffV  called  the  states  in 
order  lor  resolutions,  when  the  following,  among 
others,  were  presented,  agreed  to,  and  otherwise  dis- 
posed of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  offices  fur  the  sale  of  public  lands 
in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Harlan  otl'ered  the  following,  which  lies 
over: 

iipso/uc./,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  any  por- 
tion of  the  duties  which  by  law  devolve  on  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  has  been  transferred  to  and  per- 
formvd  by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  reasons  of 
the  nou-performauce,  (if  such  be  the  fact,)  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  of  any  of  the  duties  apper- 
taining to  his  said  office. 

On  inolionof  Mr.  Williams, 

liesolred,  Tha.t  the  committeee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  refunding  to  applicants  the  fees 
tiiey  may  have  paiil  for  a  reissue  or  mollification  of 
their  patents,  when  they  shall  have  failed  to  obtain 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

■Resoh'ed,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  olHce  be  directed  to  report  to  this  house  what 
quantity  of  the  land  scrip  would  be  required,  in 
his  jud^jment,  for  sa'isfying  the  outstanding  mili- 
tary bounty  land  warrants  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  a  statement  of  tlie 
amount  of  money  received  and  expended  by  the 
United  States  in  each  state  in  the  years  1333,  1834, 
1S33,  lS3!i,  and  1837,  designating  the  several  prin- 
cipal  heads  of  expenditures  and  receipt,  and  the 
amounts  of  the  same  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  drier, 

Reiotred.  That  the  committee  for  the  Di'^trict  of 
Columbia  be  iiistructe(|  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  corporation  of  Washington 
to  remove  from  the  principal  street  leadJitg  due  east 


from  the  front  of  the  capitol  the  market-house  now 
standing  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bronsmi, 

Re!iolved,Thd,\.  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instiurted  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  other 
or  further  legislative  enactment  by  congress  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  preveiition  and  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  piracy,  or  acts  in  the  nature  of  piracy, 
committeil  on  the  inland  lakes  or  waters;  and  whe- 
ther any  other  penal  enactments  are  necessary  lor 
the  safety  and  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
northern  lakes,  and  rivers  connected  therew'ith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing immediate  surveys  and  estimates  for  suit- 
able forfifications  for  the  protclion  and  defence  of 
the  northern  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  war,  navy, 
and  the  treasury,  respectively,  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  house  what  architectural  plans  and  draw- 
ings, if  any,  have  been  prepared  under  the  order, 
and  for  the  use,  of  these  departments,  respect- 
ively, since  the  4th  day  of  July,  1836,  who  have 
been  employed  in  preparing  the  same,  and  what 
compensation  has  been  made  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushinp, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  pro- 
viding by  law  for  ai'.ding  to  the  annual  statistical 
statement  for  Ihe  treasury  department  a  list  of  the 
books  imported  and  produced  in  the  United  Slates 
each  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  refunding  to  the  purchasers 
of  jjiiblic  lands  the  amount  of  purchase  money  paiil 
into  the  I  anil  offices  for  the  number  of  acres  the  com- 
missioner ol  the  general  land  ofiice  shall  be  satis- 
fied, upon  proper  proof,  Ihe  tr|act  or  tracts  sold  by 
the  United  Slates  are  deficient  of  the  number  so 
bought  and  paid  for. 

Mr.  Tf'isc  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  reqiie,sted  to  communicate  to  this  house  all  cor- 
respondence and  informalion  in  possession  of  the 
executive  department  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 
Lewis  Cass,  our  minister  at  the  court  of  France,  to 
the  Mediterranean,  its  objects  and  results,  and  lis 
expenses  to  the  nation;  whether  he  voyaged  in  a 
national  vessel,  at  the  public  expense,  and  wh»ther 
other  persons,  and,  if  so,  what  persons,  accompa- 
nied him  at  the  public  expense;  now  long,  said  ves- 
sel was  detained  or  emjiloyed  in  said  visit,  ami  at 
what  expense;  who  represented  Ihe  United  States 
at  the  court  of  France  during  the  absence  of"  said 
Lewis  Casi;  and  whether  he  has  been  paid  the  full 
outfit  and  salary  of  the  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  said  court. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this  house, 
at  the  counnencement  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gr.ss,  a  statement  of  the  military  force  employed 
in  the  Seminole  war,  from  its  commencement,  show- 
ing the  number  of  artillery,  dragoons,  infantry, 
and  marines,  in  the  regular  army  or  service  of  the 
United  States;  the  number  of  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia employed  in  said  war,  designating  the  state  or 
territory  to  which  they  belong",  and  the  number  of 
Indians  employed  in  said  war,  designating  the 
tribes  to  which  they  belong,  with  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  several  corps  or  detachments  employed 
in  said  war,  with  the  sum  paid  to  the  several  corps 
or  detachments  for  their  pay  and  rations,  and  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  horses  lost  in  said  war. 
with  the  amount  allowed  therefor;  also,  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  officers  and  men  who  have  been 
killed  or  have  died  of  sickness  during  said  war;  and 
copies  of  all  acooiints  (other  than  those  rendered 
in  the  foregoing  requisitions)  allowed  at  the  trea- 
sury department  on  account  of  expenditures  in  the 
Seminole  w'ar. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr. 
Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  designating  the 
time,  place,  and  manner,  of  elections  for  represen- 
tatives is  expressly  given  by  the  federal  constitu- 
tion to  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  respectively, 
subject  to  no  supervision  or  control,  except  by  law 
of  congress  only;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  the  state  legislatures  may  constitutionally 
fix  the  time  of  election  subsequent  to  the  expiration 
of  the  congress  preceding  that  for  which  such  elec- 
tion is  to  be  holden. 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  the  federal  nor  state 
executive   can    constitutionally  anticipate,  super- 


sede, or  change,  the  times  of  election  as  fixed  by 
the  state  legislatures. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  house  has  not  the  consti- 
tutional power,  either  legislative  or  judicial  by  it3 
own  action  alone,  to  annul,  suspend  or  impede,  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  a  state  legislature  lix'ng  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  election  for  representa-. 
fives. 

4.  Resolved,  That  no  resolution  or  action  of  this 
house  can  deprive  the  people  of  any  state  of  their 
constitutional  right  of  electing  representatives  to 
congress  at  the  tinie  designated  for  that  purpose  by 
the  legislature  of  such  state;  that  the  claim  of  such 
power,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  would  be  a  dan- 
gerous encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  states, 
audits  exercise  a  direct  aiid  palpable  violation  of 
the  constitution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  jurisdiction 
of  this  house  over  the  subject  ol  representation  is  a 
limited  one,  embracing  the  questions  of  election, 
qualification,  and  return,  only;  and  that,  in  judging 
of  election,  this  house  is  bound  to  judge  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  the  state  legislature  regulating 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  thereof. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
stitutional act  ot  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, presciibing  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
election  for  representatives  to  congress,  and  in 
compliance  with  all  the  piovisions  of  said  act,  an 
election  was  holden  in  November  last  tor  two  re- 
presentatives from  said  state  to  the  25th  Congress, 
at  which  election  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas  J. 
Word  were  duly  elected,  jiossessed  the  constitu- 
tional qualifications,  and  were  duly  and  legally  re- 
turned. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house 
adopted  on  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  denying 
to  said  Prentiss  and  Word  seats  in  this  house  as 
members  thereof,  was  a  dangerous  attack  upon  the 
elective  franchise,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  mischievous  exam- 
ple to  future  times. 

8.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  said  resolutioii  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

The  follow  ing  joint  resoluiion  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales  of  JJmerica  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  cause 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  in  such  bank  or 
banks,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  as  shall 
consent  and  agree  to  receive  the  same  on  the  fol- 
lowing terms  and  conditions,  to  wit: 

First.  That  said  bank  or  banks  shall  agree  to  pay 
over  the  said  public  moneys  on  warrant,  from  time 
to  time,  when  and  wheresoever  the  public  conve- 
nience shall  require  the  same  to  be  paid,  in  the  le- 
gal currency  of  the  United  States,  if  demanded, 
free  of  all  charge  or  expense  to  the  treasury. 

Second.  That  such  bank  or  banks  shall  guaranty 
all  bills  exchange  supplied  by  it  or  them  to  the  go- 
vernment in  the  transfer  or  payment  of  any  such 
moneys. 

Third.  That  said"  bank  or  banks  shall  perform  the 
same  duties  in  relation  to  loans  and  pensions  as 
have  been  heretofore  jierfbrmed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  deposite  banks,  free  of  all 
charge  to  the  government.     And, 

Finally.  That  said  bank  or  banks  shall  deposite 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  security  for 
Ihe  punctual  payment  of  the  said  public  moneys, 
and  for  the  faitlifnl  performance  of  the  duties  here- 
inbefore referred  to,  stocks  of  the  United  States, 
treasury  notes,  or  stocks  of  the  several  states,  such 
as  the  said  secretary  .shall  approve,  to  the  amount 
of  five  millions  of  dollars,  estimiiting  the  same  by 
the  par  value  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  (he  treasury  be 
empowered  to  adopt  all  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  carry  the  above  resolution  into 
ell'ecf,  in  such  manner  as  si,all  niost  securely  pro- 
vide for  the  deposite  and  payment  of  the  public 
moneys  in  accordance  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money," 
approved  on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  as  prohibits  the  receipt  by 
the  government  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  banks  which 
issue  or  pay  out  notes  or  bills  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars,  be  forthwith  repealed. 

Mr.  Boon,  when  the  state  of  Indiana  was  called 
for  resolutions,  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the  joint  re- 
solution, introduced  by  himself  on  a  former  day, 
for  adjourning  the  two  houses  of  congress  on  the  2d 
July. 

Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  suspending  the  rules;  which  were  ordered; 
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(rfquiniii  two-thirds.)     And  the  house  refused  to 
take  up  tile  joint  resolution  by  the  lollowing  vote — 
Yeas  S7,  nays  69. 
The  call  lor  resolutions  then  proceeded. 
Mr.   Kilgure,  uhen   Ohio  was  called,  offered  a 
joint  resolution,  looking  to  a  repeal  of  the  small 
note  interdiction;  and  he   asked  to   have  the  rules 
susperided  for  one   hour,  to  consider  it.     But   he 
witluliew  this  molion,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Hmner, 
until  the  call  for  resolutions  should  be  finished. 
And  the  call  for  resolutions  ai;aiii  proceeded. 
Mr.  .liliims,  when  Massachusetts  was  called,  of- 
fered the  following:  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday,  the  20th  instant,  at 
one  o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the  consideration,  in 
coimiittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  union, 
of  bills  from  the  senate  numbeied  147,  175,  ami 
176,  reported  by  the  committee  on  inaiiufaciures 
withaut  amendment;  (to  authorize  the  importation 
of  two  iron  steamboats;  to  refund  to  the  Georgia 
railroad  a'ld  banking  company  certain  duties  upon 
railroad  iron;  to  refund  certain  duties  upon  railroad 
iron.) 

Bit  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  so  as 
to  permit  the  action  upon  this  resolution  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Carter  made  another  inelTectual  effort  to  in- 
duce the  house  lo  fi.^c  a  day  for  the  special  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  to  e.vten.l  the  pension  laws  to  cer- 
tain classes  of  cases  arising  from  western  wars. 

Mr.  Meiie/ee,  on  the  call  for  resolutions  from 
Kentucky,  oifeted  the  following  resolution,  which 
wa5  adopted: 

Hesiloed,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  such  in- 
for.natio.i  as  he  iniy  poss.^ss  relilin.^  to  the  allej^L'd 
attack  on  the  American  steamboat  Telegraph,  in 
the  British  waters,  and  to  the  alleged  destruction 
of  the  British  steamboat.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  the 
American  waters;  what  measures,  it  any,  have  been 
adopted  in  consequence  thereol;  and,  if  not  incoin 
patible  with  th.?  piiblic  interest,  such  correspon- 
dence, if  any,  as  inav  have  occurred  between  this 
government  and  the  British  minister,  or  Cinadian 
»uthorties,  in  relation  thereto;  and,  if  any,  inlornia- 
tion  possessed  by  him  concernin;;^  the  concentration 
and  warrants  of  foreign  troops  on  the  northern  or 
Qortheastern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kil<;ore  (the  call  for  resolutions  having  been 
:ompI  ted)  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
'or  tile  p  irjiose  of  takin;;  up,  for  one  hour,  and  con- 
(ideiin.;  the  resolution  this  morning  introduced  by 
fiimself.  And,  on  this  motion,  be  asked  for  the 
feas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  And  the  mo- 
lion was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  lollowing 
.'ot  ■.  (two-thirds  being  requii'ed  to  carry  it:)  Yeas 
»8.  r,:jys  82. 

Mr.  .Mums  asked  leave  to  offer  a  memorial  asking 
brr.dleffor  the  laborers  on  the  public  buildings,  | 
liro'.vn  out  of  employment  by  the  suspension  of 
he  erection  of  the  new  treasury  building.  It  was 
iffered,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Columbia. 

The  hour  of  12  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  house 

n  p'lrsuance  of  a  special  order  made  on  a  former 

lay.  took   up  business   relating  to  the  District  of 

vOlumbia. 

Mr.  Thomas  hoped  the  pending  motion  to  reron- 

ider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  to  take  dosvn  the  I 

vails  of  the  treasury  building  was  laid  on  the  table, 

m  a  former  diy,  would  be  settled  before  the  house 

hould  go  into  committee   upon   the  alfairs  of  the 

Oistrict.     Mr.  Thomas  made  a  motion  (requiring 

.wothirds)  to  this  erfect,  which  prevailed.     So  the 

•ules  were  suspend-..^..     Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  lay  ^ 

he  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.     Mr.  Milli-  j 

"an  demanded  the  yeas  and   nays,   which  were  or- 

lered;  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison  was  reject-  • 

i  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  86,  nays  IIIO.     The  ' 

piestinn  then  recurred  iipun  reconsideration.     Mr. , 

fiercer  fj"\ve  notice  of  an  amendment  it  was  his  in- 

ention  lo  olfer.     The  Chair  decided   that   the  mo-  [ 

ion  proposed  to  be  reconsidered  being  non-tjpbate- 

ble,  so  was  also  the  pending  motion.     Mr.  Yelh\<^- \ 

aanded  the  yeas  and  nivs  upon  reconsideration. 

vhich  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  reconsidei 

faa  decided   in  the  affirmative  by    the  following 

ote:  Yeas  103,   nays  91.     And  the  question  upon 

he  pendin?  motion  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table, 

ras  loil.     The  amendments  of  the    committee  of 

he  whole  were  then  taken  up  and  discussed  by  se- 

eral  members.  Before  the  question  could  betaken 

■n  the  motion  to   am»nd,   Mr.    Cnshman    moved  to 

jy  the  bill,  8tc.  on  the  table;  and  on  this  qu-stion 

emanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which   were  ordereil; 

nd  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  de- 

ided  in  the  negative  bv  the  following  vote:  Yeas 

'5,. nays  9S.     Mr.  Yell's  amendment  (to  the  etfect 

hat  no  more  money  be  spent  upon  the  erection  of 

treasury  building  until  the  country  is  relieved  of 

he  debt  incurred  by  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of 


treasury  notes,)  was  then  rejected  without  a  divi- 1 
sion.  The  bill  and  amendment  were  then  further 
discussed  by  other  mcnibers.  and,  after  a  few  mo- 
ments thus  spent,  Mr.  PclrH.in  moved  to  lav  the 
bill  oil  the  table.  Mr.  S.  Il'iV/mm.wlemanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  onlered;  and  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  94,  nays  91.  So  the  bill  was  again  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  house  then,  on  molion,  went  iii'o  committee 
of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Underwooil  in  the  chair.)  and 
took  up  several  District  bills  for  consideration,  in 
pursuance  of  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  committee  had  made  but  little  projress, 
when,  a  bill  f.ir  the  erection  of  a  court-house  in 
Alexandria  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Petri- 
liin  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  He 
did  this  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  an  extravagant 
aiid  unnecessary  appioprialion. 

Messrs.  liotitilin,  Diiwson  and  Jenifer,  severally 
made  remarks  to  tlie  point  tint  there  was  no  court- 
house belonging  to  the  United  States  in  Ah'xandria; 
that  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  one. — 
They  were  willin;  logo  for  whatever  sum  the  com- 
mittee should  decide  ought  to  be  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  if  that  named  in  the  bill  were  thought 
to  be  loo  large. 

Mr.  Pelrilcin  said  he  had  some  facts  in  Ids  posses- 
sion on  this  subject,  which  intlueiiced  him  to  oppose 
this  bill.  A  banking-house  belonsin;  lo  the  Uni- 
ted States  hail  been  offered  the  covernment  lor  the 
purposes  of  the  proposed  court-house.  But  this 
ivas  not  to  be  heard  of,  because  there  were  certain 
people  who  wished  that  their  fine  plat  of  ground 
should  be  purchased  for  this  purpose.  The  way  the 
honest  yeomanry  of  his  country  creeled  courthous- 
es was,  to  tax  the  oxen  and  farming  implements  of 
the  farmer.  But  here,  surrounded  by  luxury  and 
dissipation  of  every  kind,  costly  building's  were  lo 
be  erected  to  subserve  private  sppcnlafors'  ends,  ifcc. 
He  adherred  to  his  molion.  A  division  was  thetr 
called  for  on  this  motion,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
Ayes  9,  noes  31.  A'o  quorum,  (only  forty  mem- 
bers being  present;  it  was  then  precisely  So'clock.) 
The  chairman  vacated  the  chair,  (which  the  spea- 
ker took,)  and  the  former  reported  this  fact  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Dawson  asked  if  there  was  no  way  in  which 
a  quorum  of  members  could  be  sccuicd  to  attend 
lo  the  public  business? 

Mr.  Mercer  and  JfcKennan  each  sugjested  thai 
the  only  mode  in  which  this  could  be  accompkohed 
was  to  go  on  with,  and  completely  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect, a  call  of  the  house.  Mr.  E.  IVhitlleset/  sns- 
gested  another  mode,  which  was,  to  pass  a  rule  that 
no  member  should  be  entitled  to  his  per  diem  for 
the  day  on  which,  on  a  cill  of  veas  and  nays,  he 
should  be  found  to  be  absent.  Mr.  Everett  moved 
a  call  of  the  house:  Ayes  25,  noes  "28.  Lost,  53 
members  only  being  present.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  this 
vote.  Mr.  Cushman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered and  taken:  Yeas  fi-i,  nays  '29.  So  (94  mem- 
bers being  present)  a  call  of  tiie  house  wasoidered, 
and  proceeded.  On  the  first  call  of  the  roll  110 
members  answered  to  their  names.  Alter  the  se- 
cond call  (of  absentees)  there  were  found  lo  be 
13i)  members  present.  ^Ir.  Cambreleng  moved  to 
suspend  all  further  proceedinjs  under  the  call: 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  again  resolved 
Itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (as  detailed  in 
our  last  report,)  the  business  proceeded  till  20  min- 
utes past  5  o'clock,  when  the  committee,  after  three 
counts,  at  which,  severally,  71,  76.  and  95  mem- 
bers only  were  found  to  be  present,  rose,  and  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  house. 

The  Speaker  then  took  the  chair,  and,  having 
counted  the  house,  announced  that  there  were  123 
members  within  the  bar,  and  the  house  went  ajain 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (at  half  past  five 
o'clock.) 

The  question  as  to  takin.:;  nn  (lie  Falmouth  and 
.\lex.indria  railroad  (senate)  bill  previously  to  the 
other  biHs  on  the  calendar,  which  was  pending 
when  the  committee  found  itself  without  a  quorum, 
was  then  in  orrler,  and  the  division  upon  this  ques- 
tion was  as  follows,  (by  tellers,)  ayes  70.  noes  43. 
No  quorum.  The  chairman  counted  the  house, 
and  reported  110  only  to  be  present. 

The  Speaker  agaiii  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Hatjnes  then  moved  an  adjournment.  I-osI: 
Ayes  58,  noes  67.  And  this  vote  disclosing  the 
presence  of  a  quorum,  the  Speaker  asain  lelt  the 
chair,  and  the  chairman  resumed  it.  in  commillee 
of  the  whole.  The  question  upon  lakinj  up  the 
railroad  bill  recurrin;;,  the  following  was  the  divi- 
sion, (by  tellers,)  aves  62,  noes  40.  No  qiiornm. 
(It  was  now  20  miniiles  before  6  o'clock.)  The 
■  chairman  a-^ain  counted  the  committee,  and  the 
tellers  reported  as  follows:  Ayes  70,  noes  32.  No 
1  quorum.     And  the  fact  was  again  reported  lo  the 


house — the  Speaker  returning  to  the  chair.  A  mo- 
tion was  then  made  lo  adjourn.  Mr.  .idanis  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays.  On  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays  (requiiing  one-fifth)  19  rose  in  the  aflir- 
inntive,  and  83  in  the  negative.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  was  then  decided  in  the  negative  tiy  the 
following  vole,  (by  tellers,)  ayes  47,  noes  55.  So 
the  house  (at  6  o'clock)  refused  to  ndjourn.  mid 
there  was  no  qnonim  present.  K  call  of  the  house 
was  then  d-unandrd.  Mr.  Mercer  askrd  (or  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  as  inllicling  the  only 
punishment  the  house  could  inllict  on  the  absen- 
tees— an  exposure  of  those  absent.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  molion  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  house  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
following  vote:  Yeas  58,  nays  65. 

The  rS/;fHAfr  then  deciiling  that  a  quorum  (123) 
was  present,  the  house,  of  course,  again  went  into 
committee  of  llic  whole.  And  the  chairman  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  the  committee  went  on  with 
the  business  referred  lo  it. 

At  7  o'clock  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  following  bills  without  amendment: 

1.  A  bill  relating  to  the  orphans'  court  of  -Mc  x- 
andria  county. 

5.  A  bill  to  make  temporary  provision  lor  I  he 
comfort  and  support  of  certain  lunatics  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

And  the  following  were  reported  with  certain 
amendments: 

2.  A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  at- 
law  of  the  late   Lewis   Grant  Davidson,   di  ceased. 

3.  A  bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  support 
of  the  penitentiary  in  tile  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  A  bill  to  provide  a  free  bridge  across  llii'  east- 
ern branch  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  cily  of 
Washington. 

6.  A  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  court  h.ousc  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  Dislilcl  ol  Colun.l  ia. 

7.  A  bill  (from  the  senate)  lo  establish  a  crimi- 
nal court  in  the  Distjiet  of  Columbia. 

8.  .\  bill  (from  the  senate)  to  incorporate  the 
medical  society  of  the  District  of  Ciduinbia. 

9.  A  bill  (from  the  senate)  periniltingthe  exten- 
sion of  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad 
thiough  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bills  above  marked  I  and  5  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time;  and,  being  so 
read,  were  passed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  above  marked  2, 
with  the  amendments  reported   by  the  committee. 

Pending  the  same,  the  house,  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Tucsdaij.  June  12.  Messrs.  Towns,  of  Gnorgia, 
7)fnn!s,  of  Maryland,  ilfocer  and  Banks,  ui  Virgi- 
nia, obtained  leave  to  present  petitions;  which  were 
respectively  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  Ibis  day  the  house 
will  have  a  daily  recess  from  2  o'clock  till  half  past 
3  o'clock  P.  M. 

She  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  compliaiice 
with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  28lh  ult.  re- 
questing the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  coniiniinicate 
to  the  house  copies  of  all  letters,  communications, 
documents,  and  correspondence  which  have  passed 
between  him  and  the  navy  commissioners,  naval 
constriiclors,  and  all  other  officers  and  persons  rel- 
ative  lo  the  building  and  equipment  of  the  steara- 
frigate  Fulton;  also, 

A  communication  in  answerto  a  rrsoluticn  of  the 
house  of  the  28th  ult.  requiiing  the  secretary  ol  llie 
navv  to  report  the  contemplated  alterations  in  the 
steam-battery  Fulton. 

Several  reports  were  received  and  a  niunbir  of 
resolnlions  of  a  local  or  private  nalnie  were  clierc  d. 
Mr.  yell,  from  the  committee  on  the  public  lands, 
obtained  l<ave  to  offer  the  following  risolnlicjii: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ol  war  he  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house,  without  delay,  loju'cs 
of  all  communications  Irom  general  Nathan  Ar- 
biicklc.  during  the  last  twelve  niontlis,  in  relaiion 
to  the  probability  of  an  Indian  war  upon  the  wes- 
tern frontier;  with  such  other  inlormalion  as  may 
be  in  possession  of  the  war  departu.cnt  touching 
that  subject. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Carter  made  another  eflorl  to  have  Saturday 
set  apart  lor  the  consideration  of  certain  bills  in  re- 
ference to  the  extenlion  of  the  pension  laws  to  the 
w  idows  of  persons  engaged  in  western  wars.  He 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused  lo 
order  them;  and  the  resoliilion  was  decided  in  the 
ncgalive — .\ves  93,  noes  56,  (not  two-thirds.) 

An  act  to  recognize  the  district  coiit  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed. 

M.  E.  imtllesey  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow. 
1  ing  resolution: 
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I'esuloed  Tliut  no  jppresenlative  of  this  house  I  Whereas  the  committee  on  naval  afiairs,  lo  which  ,  oC the  house  to  see  to  the  interests  ami  the  rights  of 
haVbe  enlilleil  to  receive  a  per  diem  allowance  were  relerr.d  copies  ol  letters,  documenls,  and  the  people  npon  this  vital  question.  The  constilu- 
his  name  on  the  I  comuMiiiicalions  called  lor  hy  a    resoliilion  of  Ihe    tiori  do 


for  aiiv  day  lie  shall  not 
fiist  call  ot  the  na.iiesolthe  members,  when  a  call  ol 
tile  house  shall  b' ordered  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  business  oi  the  house,  and  by  its  order  or  per- 
mission, or  unless  he  shall  have  been  detained  by 
sickness,  within  the  provision  ol  the  second  section 
ol  til.'  act  olJjnuary  22,  181S,  allowint;  comiiensa- 
lion  to  members  of  coni;ress,  and  to  the  delegates  of 
teiritories,  or  ujiless  he  shall  be  excused  by  the 
house  lor  not  being  present;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  cleik  to  certify  to  the  s|)eaUer  the  names 


alls 


ch  abse!dees,  not  wilhiu  the  excepted  cases;    I: 


house  ol  representativi  s  of  the  7lh  of  Decf  nibe 
last,  in  relation  to  the  delay  of  the  sailing  of  the 
exploring  exprdition,  with  instructions  to  investi- 
gate the  causes  of  delay.  Sic.  have  selected  such 
parts  thereof  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  material 
in  such  investigation:  theielore. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  cause  Ihe  same  to  be  ar- 
ranged in  chronological  order,  w  ith  an  index  desig- 
nating the  name  of  the  author  of  each  paper,  and 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  wilh  its  date; 
hen  the  same  shall  be  so  arranged  and  prepared 


and  the  speaker  shall  not  include  a  per  dien)  allow- 
ance lor  such  absent  uieinb  r,  not  within  the  ex- 
ce|)lions,  lor  the  day  of  sucli  absence,  in  any  dralt 
he  mav  <lraw  to  enable  such  a  member  to  obtain  his 
other  pay. 

Til''  reception  of  the  resolution  being  objected 
to,  Mr.  W.  movi'd  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  10  Ojler  it;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  moliori;  wliich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  \V.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  corsi- 
deralion  of  the  resolution  this  day,  but  to  be  allow- 
ed lo  oifer  it  now,  that  it  might  lie  one  day.  Mr. 
Hoiiliia^  moved  to  lay    the  resolution  on   the  table. 

Ml.  IVJiitlleseii  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  molion.  and  they  w.  re  ordered  by  the  house; 
wlienupon,  Mr.  Hojikiiis  witlidiew  his  molion. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  then 
put,  and  deciil  d  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Yeas  S9,  nays  98. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  the  resolu- 
tion could  not  therelore  be  ndered. 

An  act  granting  land  in  aid  ol  the  Rock  river  and 
lake  IVlicliigari  canal  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  house  then  on  motion  of  i\Ir.  Boon  went 
into  commulee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr   Craig  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Sliiiids  made  an  elli>rt  to  have  the  commit- 
tee lake  up  the  bill  authoiizingthe  state  of  Tennes- 
see lo  issue  patents  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  va- 
cant and  iinappiopriathd  lands  within  her  limits, 
but,  alter  coin ersation,  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  pre-emption 
bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
coin  niltee  at  considerable  length,  in  opposiiion  to 
the  bill.  He  traced  the  successive  steps  in  esiab- 
lishing  the  pre-einplion  system,  dwelt  on  its  etfects 
in  eucouragiiii  frauds,  diminishing  the  avails  of 
the  pnidic  lands  lo  the  tre^isnry,  and  sinking  the 
the  value  of  real  estate  generally.  He  insisteii  that 
the  system  was  unfair  to  the  old  states,  and  injuri- 
ous to  Ihe  national  piosperity. 

Mr.  Hitrrison,  of  Missouri,  next  took  the  floor, 
on  the  o!ipo«ile  side,  correcting  some  points  stated 
bv  Mr.  Randolph,  and  arguing  to  show  that  they 
uiusi  be  founded  in  eirnr.  He  spoke  in  warm  de- 
fence and  eulogy  ol  the  settl  rs,  and  plead,  d  the 
cause  nl  the  west,  as  having  conferred  more  bene- 
fills  on  the  government  than  she  had  ever  received 
from  it. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  Undeiuood,  Pope,  Lyon,  and  Mason,  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  his  substitute 
(einhraciiig  several  sections)  for  the  whole  bill. 
Mr.  Underwood  tiioMfd  his  aniendineiit  to  the  ori- 


eqiiired  lo  cause  the  usual   number  of  copies 


lo  be  printeil 

Resolved  further.  That  the  clerk  cause  the  re- 
mainder of  said  copies,  the  same  having  been  rejec- 
ted by  said  loniniiltee  as  unnecessary  to  be  printed, 
to  be  in  like  manner,  arranged,  index.d,  and  bound, 
and  preserved  among  the  documenls  ol  the  house. 

Mr.  Hoiearil,  from  the  committee  on  Ibreign  af- 
fairs, olfered  the  lollowing  resolution: 

'■Resolved.  That  Saturday  next,  the  161b  inst.  af- 
ter Ihe  hour  of  11  o'clock,  be  assigned  lor  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  provide  for  Ihe  satisfaction 
of  claims  due  to  certain  American  citizens  lor  spo- 
liations commilted  on  their  commerce  prior  to  the 
SIsI  of  July,  1801." 

The  resolution  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Legare.  from  the  conimittee  on  loreign  af- 
fairs, presented  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  certain 
memorials  referred  to  that  commillec,  from  the 
New  York  "peace  society,"  and  other  individuals, 
wilh  regard  to  the  settlement  of  international  dis- 
putes by  arbitrament.  Mr.  Howard,  under  instruc- 
tion, moved  to  print  ten  tlioiisaiid  extra  copies.  Mr. 
Petrikin  objecting.  Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  for  ihe  purpose  of  making  the 
molion  lo  print.  This  motion  prevailed — Ayes  Kll, 
noes  not  counted.  Mes.-is.  Cusliing  and  Dromgoole, 
of  the  sauie  comniitiee,  bore  testimony  to  the  me- 
rits and  great  value  of  the  report,  without  pledging 
Iheinselves  to  sustain  its  views. 

The  molion  to  print  prevailed. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  from  the  coinmiltee  on  foreign 
aflairs,  npon  the  subject  of  the  annexation  ot  Texas 
to  the  United  States,  reported,  that  there  is  now  no 
proposition  pending  in  this  house  either  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  republic  of  Texas  as  a  state  into  Ihe 
union,  or  for  its  territorial  annexation  to  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  if  advisable  to  re- 
commend any  action  on  the  part  oi'  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives calculated  to  prejudge  any  such  pro- 
position should  it  herealter  be  lormally  submitted 
lor  decision,  or  to  foreslal  public  sentiment  in  re- 
lation thereto.  In  consideration  whereof,  the  fol- 
lov\ing  resolution  is  reported: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
be  ilischarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject,  and  that  all  the  papers  relating  there- 
to, and  lo  them  ref-ried,  be  laid  on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  Gushing  called  lor  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  that  it  might  be  hrsl  taken  upon  that  part  of  the 
report  which  proposed  to  discharge  the  romniittee 
on  foreign  allairs.  Mr.  C.  dissented  from  the  re- 
port entirely,  and  should,  before  he  sat  down,  move 
a  recomniitmenl,  foi  the  purpose  of  having  the  sub- 
jr^ct  more  deliberately  and  arguinenfalively  presen- 
ted to  the  house.  It  was  due  to  the  country  and 
the  subject.  The  preamble  says  there  is  no  propo- 
sition before  the  house  lor  the  annexation  of  Texas 


ginal   bill,  (requiring  the    pre-emptioner  to   make    to  the  United  States.     This  might  be  technically,  in 


affidavit  that  he  has  not  obtained  a  previous   pre 
emtioii  right.) 


strict  parliamentary  lauijuage,    correct;  since  ther 
I  was  not  any   motion  or   resolution    pendiiiff  in  the 


[We  will  publish  a  more  .letailed  account  of  this    house    for    the   annexation  of   Tex.is.      But    Mr, 


day's  proceedings  in  the  next  "Register."  The 
house  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  sil  out  the  bill  to 
night,  bill  adjourned  at  past  5  o'clock.] 

Wednesday,  June  13.  Several  pditions  were  pre- 
sented, on  leave,  by  ditterent  gentlemen,  and  va- 
riously disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhmin,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  privale  land  claims,  lo  which  was  referred 
the  senate  bill  No.  89.  for  giving  etiecf  to  the  eighth 
articli'  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  reported  the  views  of 
the  minority  thereon. 

Mr.  ^Icliay,  from  the  commiftee  on  military  af- 
fairs, ri'porled  a  resoliilion  in  favor  of  the  authori- 
ties of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  stale  of  Geor- 
gia; which  ivsoliition  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  tliird  time  to-day. 

.Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af 
fairs,  reported  without  amendment  senate  bill  "to 
settle  the  cons'ruclion  olthe  act  regulating  the  pav 
of  pivmasteis  in  the  army:"  also,  "for  the  relief  ol 
the  Ivii-s  of  gen.  William'Eaton." 

Mr.  Ifisham.  (idin  the  CO  nmiltee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  lollowing  rtsolutions,  which  were  read, 
and  agreed  to: 


C.  denied    that    this  was,    in    substance,    coriect 
Three    states    of    this    union,   Tennessee,    -'ilaba 
ma,  and   Mississippi,   have   passed   resolutions  fo 
Ihe    admission    ol    Texas    into  the    union;    and    of 
two  at  least  of  these  states,  the  resolutions  hav 
been  presented  here,  and  are  in  the   |tossession  of 
the  house.     In   addilioii    lo  which    Texas  herself 
had   appli^-d    to   the    United    States  for  admission 
This  proposition  was   peiidin'.r  now,  and   in  force 
and  not,  as  the  late  rei  ort  of  tile  secretary  of  state 
would  seem  lo  intimate,  willidiav\n  fiom  Ihe  cog 
uizance  of  the  government.     By  the  very  latest  in 
lelligence  from  Texas,  the  senate  of  that  republi< 
had  distinclly  refused  to  withdraw  the  application 
Now,  some  genlli-men  might  think  that  this  appli 
cation  was  within   the  cognizance  of  the  executive 
only,  as   in  the  first  instance.     Mr.  C.  maintained 
Ihe  contrary  most  positively.    Con.,;ress,  the  housi 
Ihe  people  of  the  United  Slates,  were  under  iioobl 
.j;alion  lo  wait  in  such  a  matter  for  the  initialiv 
ol  thi'  president  in  regard  lo  it.     We,  Ihe  represei 
tatives  of  Ihe  fieople,  have  the  same  power  and  right 
.IS  the  president  to  act  upon  it  in  the  initiative.    He 
ffligbt  Qot  be  disposed  to  do  rigkl.    It  was  the  duty 


not  give  to  the  executive  any  power  to 
admit  new  states.  It  is  for  congress  lo  do  it,  so  far 
as  the  power  resides  any  where.  Let  congress,  let 
the  house,  speak,  and  speak  out,  in  the  lace  of  the 
country  and  world. 

Furthermore.  Three  of  the  states,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan, and  MassachusetN,  have  sent  hTe  resolutions 
si,lemnly  reinonslrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas.  It  is  due  to  those  three  stales,  also,  to  ex- 
jiress  our  opinions  frankly  on  Ihe  subject.  It  was 
due  to  the  thousands  upon  thousands  ol  jielitinneis, 
whose  petitions  on  Ihis  subject  load  the  table,  to 
express  our  opinions.  They  ask  il,  they  demand 
it,  they  have  a  right  lo  it.  How  long  is  this  house 
to  fold  itself  in  the  mantle  of  ils  dignity,  covering 
itscll  up  in  darkniss,  reliising  lo  utter  its  opinions, 
suppressing  opinions  and  debate,  disdaining,  as  it 
were,  lo  meet  the  people  fairly  in  the  light  of  day, 
manfully  and  honestly,  as  becomes  their  represen- 
tatives? Mr.  C.  insisted  npon  the  diityol  Ihe  com- 
mittee to  make  a  full,  aigiimentalive  report.  He 
would  not  undertake  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
question.  He  was  conscious  it  would  be  out  of  or- 
der, and  he  had  no  disposition,  on  this  or  any  other 
question,  lo  debate  out  of  order.  But  he  desired  to 
see  a  lull  report,  and  therefore  he  submitted  the 
following  motion: 

That  the  re|.ort  be  recommitted  fo  the  same  com- 
mittee wilh  inslriic lions  lo  make  report  tin  reon  in 

"  as  to  the  merils  of  the  questions  presented  by 

the  resolutions  of  the  legi^^lalures   of  Ihe   several 

states   ol  Tennessee,    Alabama,   Michigan,  Ohio, 

iid   Massacbnselts,  and    of  the  various  petitions 

before  the  house  on  the  subject  ol  Texas. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  riilfered  en- 
tirely from  Ihe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  to 
this  subJHCt.  Although  his  (Mr.  Carter's)  own 
state  legislature  had  memorialized  congress  on  this 
question,  yet  his  own  <onrse  thereupon  in  this 
house  had  gone  to  show  thai  his  opinions  did  not 
correspond  precisely  with  those  ol"  his  legislature 
upon  this  point.  He  doubted  the  expediency  of 
annexing  Texas  to  the  union. 

The  Chair  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee that  this  question  was  not  now  belbre  the 
house. 

Mr.  Carter  said  he  had  only  intended  fo  express 
his  ov\ n  opinion,  and  to  show  that  he  was  acting 
disinterestedly.  No  queslion  was  then  before  the 
lionse  for  the  annexation  ol  Texas,  except  as  in- 
citlentally  raised  hy  the  presentation  of  memorials, 
legislative  resolutions,  sic.  Nor  could  it  be  lairly 
a  question  for  Ihe  house  to  consider  till  a  report 
fiom  a  comnjiltee  had  been  made  thereon. 

Mr.  C.  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cbnselts, why  not  bring  forward  a  counter  report 
on  this  subject  if  dissatisfied  with  Ihe  report  of  the 
committee?  He  would  warn  that  gentleman  that 
this  was  a  queslion  Ihat  would  agitate  the  country 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  that  the  result  of  that 
agitation  might  not  be  such  as  that  honorable  mem- 
ber might  perhaps  prefer.  Therefore  he  thought 
that  Ihe  committee,  in  offering  the  resolutions  they 
had  done,  had  acted  a  prudent  and  proper  part. 
Were  the  gentleman  to  have  hiought  forward  a 
counter  report,  the  question  would  then  be  fairly 
raised  for  the  house  and  the  countrv  to  decide;  but 
at  present  no  such  question  was  before  the  house. 

The  subject  was  a  peiplexing  orie.  It  was  al- 
ready agitating  the  country,  and  the  more  it  was 
discussed  the  more  it  would  agitate  Ihe  land.  II 
had  been  with  difficulty  that  llie  whole  mass  of  the 
southern  coniinunily  have  been  restraineil  Iroiii  pe- 
tioning  lOngress  in  favor  of  the  annexation.  Mr. 
C.  again  rejteated  what  were  his  individual  opinions 
on  this  qiipslioii;  and  said  Ihat,  if  iiistriicled  by  his 
constituents  lo  vole  contraiy  to  those  o)uiiions,  il 
being  a  matter  of  exjiediency  be  should  do  so.  Ir 
the  absence  of  instructions,  he  hi  hi  it  lo  be  eqiiallj 
bis  duty  to  vole  according  lo  Ihe  best  of  his  jiidg. 
ment.  '  But  be  did  beg  Ihe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetls  (Mr.  dishing)  not  to  embarrass  this  ino-i 
tion  of  the  commillee.  Let  him  bring  in,  if  hej 
thought  proper,  a  counter  report. 

Mr.  Cvshiiig  here  remarked  that,  under  the  cif' 
CHinsfances  attending  Ihe  introduction  oflhereporlj 
of  the  inajoritv,  it  had  been  impossible  for  him  tC! 
prepare  a  coiiider  report.  Mr.  Droomgoole  salt; 
that  no  proposition  for  a  minority  report,  orarji 
thing  of  the  kind,  had  ever  been  made  in  coinmit' 
tee.  Mr.  .^dnms  asked  if  the  numerous  legislativi' 
resolutions,  and  the  memorials  of  tlonsands  ant 
tens  ol  thousands  of  the  citizens  of  Ihis  country 
in  relation  to  Ihis  subject,  had  ever  received  fivi 
minutes'  consideralior.  in  the  committee  on  foreig 
affairs?  Mr  Dromgoole  said  he  had  but  oiieanswe 
to  make  lo  this  question;  which  was,  lo  deny  ex 
plicilly  anv  right  of  that  incinher,  or  any  oihe: 
member,  to  catechise  the  committee,  as  to  its  ac 
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tii'ii.  Mr.  Jildins  immediately  rose,  (amidst  varied 
ciies  of  ••onlerl"  "sjo  on!"  8ic.)  and  s.>i'l:  That  is 
enough;  sir!  Tliat,  sir,  is  enough  lor  this  house, 
and  lor  the  country.  The  committee  reftise  to  an- 
swer. [Much  colil'iision.]  Mr.  Oirler  proceeded, 
and  ur^ed  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  repo.-tid 
by  tlie  commitlce. 

Mr.  Pickens  -iuid  he  concurred  in  the  motion  of 
the  honor ible  gentleman  IVoin  M.issarhuselts,  (.Mr. 
Cilshinz. )  '0  recommit,  with  instructions  to  report 
soioe  proposition  for  the  action  of  the  tiouse.  He 
Wiis  for  ineetini;  this  question  boldly,  frankly,  lirui- 
ly.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentf'- 
man  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  drier,)  as  to  the  elfecl 
ol  a^ilatinj;  this  question.  He  did  not  dread  such 
a:;itation.  He  was  for  letting  it  go  on.  It  would 
no!  be  the  first  question  that  had  agitated  the  Ame. 
rican  p'>ople.  He  desired  to  meet  it  at  once.  He 
was  for  letiin'.;the  country  see  who  was  for  and  who 
wa<  against  his  people.  The  legislature  of  his  own 
state,  a-!  well  as  that  of  his  friend's  state,  (Te  uies- 
see,)  and  those  of  several  other  states,  had  sent  np 
hitherto  their  resolution?  upon  the  question.  It 
wa<  agit.ited  on  the  other  side,  all  over  the  non- 
sliveholding  part  of  the  country,  and  bv  their  re- 
presentilives  upon  tliat  floor,  tor  months  past.  It 
was  time  to  m.'et  it;  it  was  lime  to  take  a  decid.'d 
and  bold  stand  upon  It.  As  a  disti",iuislied  m -in- 
ber  (Mr.  Adims)  of  the  Massachusetts  delesatioii 
had  said  on  a  lormer  occasion,  it  was  a  question  of 
union  orilisunion.  The  S/)Ci;/rer  remindeil  the  gen- 
tleman fro  n  South  Carolina  that  he  was  straying 
fro  n  the  qu-'stion  before  the  house.  Mt.  Pickens 
repjated  that  he  desired  to  meet  this  jreat  question 
at  one";  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Cushing*s  motion  to  recommit,  with  instructions. 
H^  desired  that  the  country  should  know  the  true 
position  of  the  questi-n.  One  thinj  was  very  cer- 
tain; if  this  govern  nent  did  not  exercise  a  control 
over  Texas,  Great  Britain  would.  The  Speiilcer^ 
again  called  to  onler.  Mr.  PicAens  conclud'd  by 
urging  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Cushing's  proposition. 

Mr.  Cushm'ia  said  that  a  proposilioji  to  annex  an 
independ-nt  republic  to  this  union  should  properly 
come  from  that  republic.  No  such  proposition  lia(l 
been  made  to  that  house.  For  the  purpose  of  ar- 
r-slifi.;  what  he  thought  was  a  dnbite  altoijet'ier 
irr.'gular,  he  would  move  the  precious  question. 
[Laughter.] 

Much  confusion  then  ensued;  and  Mr.  Pickens 
remarked,  -that  is  a  test  question!"  and  Mr.  Adauis 
asked  the  mover  to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  allow 
him  to  reply  to  the  argu  n 'Ut  with  which  the  mo- 
tion had  been  prelaced  by  himself  (Mr.  Cushniau.) 

Mr.  Mercer  asked  wliat  would  be  the  mair.  ques- 
tion; to  which  the  Speaker  replied,  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resoluiiou  oifered  by  the  committee  on  for 
eign  a, fairs,  to  dischar;;e  that  committee  from  the 
furtb'-r  consideration  ol  the  subjrct. 

The  vote  on  seconding  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
OU-:  question  stood,  ayes  71,  noes  .^1;  so  there  was 
no  s 'cond:  and  the  question  recurred  upon  the  re- 
solution oifered  by  Mr.  Cushing,  to  reco.nmit,  with 
inslructioi;s.      (See  above.) 

Mr.  Howard  then  took  the  floor;  but  the  honrap- 
propriated  to  morning  business  having  elaps>d,  the 
noiiS",  on  motion,  took  np  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  ( Mr.  Craig  in  the 
chair)  upon  the  [ire  tinption  bill. 

Mr.  Cliiipman,  of  Alabama,  defended  the  bill  in  a 
short  speech,  and  wa-^  followed  by  .Mr.  Prenlis^.  of 
Mississiiipi,  who  spoke  at  ^reat  length,  on  the  same 
side;  after  which,  Mr.  /?ofte/(so«  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  till  ihe  hoiirof  recess,  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
without  concluding. 

The  committee  then  rose.  The  speaker  took 
the  chair,  and  (at  2  o'clock)  the  house  look  a  re- 
cess, nccording  to  the  new  standing  order,  till  half 
past  3  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY   EVE-VIN'G. 

At  half  past  three  o'clock,  the  house  met,  (but 
without  a  quoruin.)  Alter  some  difficulty  and  he- 
sitaliou  on  this  subject — 

Mr.  Ribcrlson,  of  Virjiiiia,  resumed  the  course 
of  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  qnotini;, 
and  extensively  commenting  upon,  a  report  of 
Ethan  Allen  Brown,  late  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office,  and  Mr.  Fritz's  testimony  as  to  the 
frauds  and  abuses  under  the  pre-emption  laws. 

Mr.  Cashing  followed,  in  support  of  the  bill,  con 
tendin.;  tint  Ihe  principle  of  pre-emption  grants  had 
b^en  practised  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  coui- 
tiy.  and  was  embolied  in  the  laws  of  Missachu- 
sells, "which  he  quoted  in  support  of  this  position. 

[.Mr.  Lincoln  disputed  this.] 

Mr.  C.  continued  his  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  inquired  whether  the  United  States  so- 
vernment  could  show  any  better  title  to  the  soil  of 
this  country  than  could  these  settlers  to  their  little 
farms? 


ly  of 


Mr.  t/nrfe/icooif  spoke  in  opposiii  in  to  the  system;  the  democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  con 
staled  the  evils  which  had  attended  its  operation  in  ;  Philadelphia,  convened  at  the  county  couit 
Kentucky,  w  here  he  had  been  intimately  acquaint-  |  on  Monday  evening  last,  at  which  a  lUMnb.  r  of  n  so', 
.il  with  all  its  ellecis;  expressed  his  desire  to  ^et  i  lutions  were  adopted  in  lavoro.  the  iiniurdiale  pas. 
rid  ol  il  as  a  pait  of  Ihe  policy  of  Ihe  i;eneral  go-  j  sa-e  of  the  independent  treasuiy  bill  now  beloie 
vernment  for  the  luliire,  and  his  willingness,  on  I  congress.  He  moved  that  these  proceedings  sliuuUt 
that  condition,  to  ;;rant  pre-emptions  to  all  now  set-  I  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  tubi.-;  which  was  or. 
Ileil    on  the  public  domain;  but  s;aied  his  owi,  plan  |  dereil  accordiii.;ly,  alter  they  hail  been  read. 

entry,  at  prices  lo  be  gradually  reduced,  abolish-  |       Mr   B.  also  |.re.«enled  a  memorial  Iron,  a  nninlier 


ing  all  sales  at  auclion 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  replied  with  earnest 
ness  and  warmth,  delendins  Ihe  preemption  svslem  1  hill 
asainst  Mr.  U.'s  objections;  and  th.-n  went  into  an 
exposition  and  defence  of  the  amendment  he   had 
moved  as  a  snbstilule  for  the   existing'  plan. 

At  half  |)asl  7  o'clock,  a  motion  w.is  made  for 
the  rising  of  the  committee,  but  negatived — Ayes 
oS,  noes  70. 

[The  hall  was  novr  lighted,  and  the  indications 
were  that  the  bill  was  to  be  disposed  of  this  eve- 
ning.] 

Mr.  Gur/ujjrf  resumed,  and  having  spoken  half  an 
hour  lonsjer,  and  concluded  his   remarks — 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  oblained  Ihe  floor,  but 
yielded  it  that  the  q'lestion  might  be  lakei.  on  Ihe 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood,  requiring 
the  alHdavit  of  the  pre-einptioner  that  he  had  ob- 
tained no  previous  pre-emption  right. 

After  some  explanations  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  a 
brief  speech  in  favor  of  the' amendment  by  Mr. 
William-,  oINorlh  Carolina,  the  question  wa«  taken 
and  the  vole  upon  it  stood — Ayes 47,  noes  (J9.  (No 
quorum.) 

After  some  confusion  and  d»siillory  conversation 
as  lo  Ihe  best  mode  ol  proceeding, 

Mr.  Bf//sii^','ested  that  it  would  be  bc-sl  to  take  a 
question  pro  forma  in  coinmillee  on  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  let  them  be  renewed  in  the 
house. 

This  was  agreed  fo. 

Mr.  Underwood's  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  7l/(fy  moved  Ihe  follow  ini:^  as  a  new  section: 

"Sec. — .  .jnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son,  being  the  head  ol  a  lamily,  who  now  is  settled 
on,  or  who  shall  herealter  settle  on,  anv  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  con 
tinue  lo  reside  on  and  cultivate  Ihe  sane  for  Ihe 
period  of  twelve  months,  shall,  upon  makiii'.;  proof 
thereof,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be 
entitled  to  a  right  of  preemption  to  one  quarter 
sectifui." 

This  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Leii'is  moved  an  amendment  Ihe  object  of 
which  was  to  meet  the  case  of  ce-lain  citizens  ol 
Alab.uiia  who  had  settled  on  Kinds  in  Alabama,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  exlinjjuished, 
and  whose  pre-einjiiion  rights  had  been  defeated  bv 
beiu'.;  included  witliin  reservations  made  by  the 
Indians  in  the  treaty  by  which  the  land  wos  after 
wards  ceded  lo  the  United  States.  Mr.  L's  amend- 
ment proposed  to  allow  them  to  locale  their  claims 
on  other  vacant  lands  belonging  lo  the  United 
States 


Mr 
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Mr.  L.  explained  the  hard  case  of  those  for  whose 
benehtlhe  amendment  Aas  inlfnded,  who  had  been 
ousted  from  their  improvements  by  the  arrangements 
ol  a  treaty. 

Mr.  JoAnson,  of  La. .inquired  whether  the  amend - 
meiitgave  these  settlers  tloating  riglits  to  be  located 
on  any  lands  in  Ihe  slate? 

Mr.  Lewis  replied  in  tne  affirmative:  but,  as  this 
was  objected  to.  consented  to  modify  his  ainend- 
muit  by  striking  out  the  clause  ^'lanting  Ihe  "flo'tt". 

The  amendments  was  obj-cted  to  by  Mr.  Max- 
well and  Mr.  Jtri^^s  as  being  the  same,  in  substance, 
with  a  bill  introduced  for  the  same  object,  and  not 
yet  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Lewis  resisted  this  objection. 

But  the  ameiidmrnt  of  Mr.  Lewis  was  ruled  by 
the  C/iair  te  be  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  stated. 

Several  other  amendments  were  oifered.  some  of 
which  were  rejected;  but  it  was  agreed  thai  Ihey 
should  all  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  mem- 
bers ready  for  the  action  of  the  house  to-morrow. 
It  was  generally  iinderstood  tliatth'  bill  should  be 
finally  disposed  of  the  next  day.  [Thursday;!  with 
which  understanding  the  coininittee  rose  at  half  past 
S  o'clock. 

The  Speaker  Wid  before  the  house  a  letter  fiom 
the  commissioner  ol  the  general  land  office,  con- 
taining information  called  tor  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  the  lHh  instant,  as  to  what  quantity 
of  land  scrip  would  be  required  in  his  jiidgnirnl  for 
satisfying  theoutslanding  military  bonnlv  land  war- 
r.ints  granted  bv  Ihe  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Two  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were  oifer- 
ed, after  which  Ihe  house  ailjouriied. 

THURSII.W'S     PR.irEEDTVGS. 

In  the  senate,  Mr.  Buchanan  pr 'S 'nted  Ihe  pro- 
ceedings of  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of 


ly  ol    Piiiladelphi.j, 

I'ependelit  lieasiiiy 

I    Ihe  esiahlishiiieiil   of  A    nalional 

bank.    Laid  upon  Ihe  table,  and  ordered  lobe  primed. 

Mr.  Morrif  presented  Ihe  procei  dings  ol  u  cai- 
veiiiion  of  the  banks  in  Ohio,  in  lavor  ol  so  inodily- 
ing  the  de|iosile  act  of  lS3ti  as  to  recruve  the  noils 
ol  banks  that  since  that  lime  hail  issued  noli  s  le.ss 
than  five  dollars.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  orilercd 
lo  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kivf;,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  discharged  lioio  Ihe  luilher  considera- 
tion of  the  pelilions  of  two  individuals  relating  to 
iinprovemeiits  in   lighthouses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Urundij,  Ihe  bill  fiontthe  house, 
requiring  that  the  Uniteil  Stales  district  conr.  in 
Tennessee  should  be  held  al  Jackson,  was  consi- 
dered, ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and,  by  consent,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webber,  the  senate  look  np 
Mr.  Williams'  motion  fori  ave  In  bring  in  a  hill  for 
insliliituig  a  joint  coiiiuii>sion — Urilisli  and  .Ameri- 
can— of  exploration  and  survey.  lo  determine  Ihe 
noitheaslern  boundary  ol  the  United  Stales  on  Ihe 
basis  of  Ihe  treaty  ol   I7.-S;5. 

Mr.  HVis/ers|iokeal  large  on  Ihe  subject,  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  line  designated  by  He 
treaty  of  17S.'!  was  well  defined,  and  easily  and 
readily  lo  be  found. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  73uc/ic/na>i,  with  the  assent  of 
the  mover,  the  motion  for  leave  was  again  laid  on 
the  table,  with  a  view  to  call  it  up  tomorrow  or 
next  day. 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  Prcsfon,  the  senate  took  up 'he 
joint  resolution  ottered  by  him  to  annex  Texas  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Southard,  remarking  on  the  tiumberof  Sena- 
lors  absent,  and  the  importance  of  Ihe  measure  pro- 
posed, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  *he  t.ible. 
Mr.  Preston  inquired  ilthis  was  desigie-d  lobe  final 
for  this  session  in  regard  to  the  resolution.  -Mr. 
Suathard  replied  that  he  could  speak  only  lor  liim- 
sell;  but,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  design- 
ed to  be  final,  as  he  should  not  vote  loragain  taking 
it  up  al  this  session,  but  he  temporarily  witfidrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  objected  to  that  part  of  Ihe 
preamble  which  declares  that  a  portion  ol  the  Uniled 
Stales  territory  was  surrendered  by  Ihe  treaty  with 
Spain;  but  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  Ihe  main  ob- 
j'-ct  of  the  resolution,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
if  the  resoluiiou  were  now  laid  on  the  table,  it 
I  would  shortly  again  be  called  up. 

Alter  a    brief  conversation    by  Messrs.  Preston, 


Lumpkin,  Calliovn,  ami  Southard,  a\\uo>t\\ho\\y  re- 
lating to  the  question  whether  Ihe  resolution  if 
now  laid  on  the  table,  would  probably  again  be  cal- 
led np,  Mr.  Southard,  having  in  Ihe  course  of  the 
conversation,  a  second  time  made  and  withdraw  n 
his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  de- 
clared, in  a  spirit  of  courtesy,  that  he  should  not 
again  renew  il;  whereupon,  Mr.  Norvelt  renewed 
Ihe  motion  lo  lay  the  resolution  oe  the  table; 
which  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Brov^n,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  ol  Ken.,  Clayton,  Davis.  Hubbard.  King, 
Knight. 'Lyon.  McKean,  Nicholas.  Nih-s.  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson.  Southard.  Wall,  Webster, 
Williams.  Wright,  Young— 24. 

l\AYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Culhbert, 
Fulton.  Grundy.  Linn.  Lumpkin.  Moutnn,  Preston, 
Rives,  Sevier.'Strange.  Trotter.  While— 14. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  iinn.  the  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
others. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  much  len-th  by  .Messrs. 
Linn.  Grundy.  Niles,  Knbinson.  It'richl.  and  /.'ny. 
ard,  aiid.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  was  for  Ihe 
time  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

In  Ihe  house,  the  hill  fo  authorize  the  issuing 
land  warrants  in  cert  lin  rases  was  rend  the  Ihiicl 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurr  nc». 

A  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  the  aull  oriiirs  of 
Ihe  city  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  was  read  the  third 


ami 


Tlie  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  hill  making 
an  apprnoriation  for  completing  the  public  build- 
ings in  Wisconsin,  was  concurred  in  by  the  house. 
So  the  bill  is  passed. 
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The  aiiiendijients  ol  the  senate  to  the  ameiidinenls 
of  the  lioiise  to  the  bill  ••approprialin^  alternate 
sections  ol  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  oCa  canal 
from  Rock  river  to  Milwaiikie,  in  Winconsin," 
were  concurred  in  by  tlte  house. 

Mr.  C.H.  WiY/mms  moved  to  take  np  Mr.  Boon's 
resolution  to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment.  Objection 
beins  made,  lie  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  taking,  re- 
sulted as  ibllows:  Yeas  82,  nays  35. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Foils  moved  to  publish  two-thousand  extra 
copies  of  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  on 
the  exploring  expedition;  but  the  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Pa  inter,  of  Penn.sylvania,  on  leave,  present- 
ed a  memorial  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasuary  bill. 

Mr.  Carter  once  more  made  an  etibrt  to  get  a  day 
appointed  for  the  consideration  of  certain  bills  to 
extend  the  pension  laws  to  Indian  wars,  but  he 
agnin  failed:  Yeas  88,  nay  81;  ( not  two-thirds.) 

Tne  house  tlien  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  morning. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  following  resolu- 
tion, reporteil  yesterday  by  Mr.  Diomgoole,  irom 
the  committee  on  loreign  affairs: 

"Hesotied,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  svhoie  subject,  and  that  all  the  papers  relat- 
ing thereto,  and  to  them  referred,  be  laid  on  the 
table." 

And  on  the  amendment  thereto  by  Mr.  dishing.. 
Mr.  Howard  rose,  but  yielded  the  floor  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  IV.  Thompson,  who  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  alter  "instructions,"  and  insert; 
*'To  report  a  joint  resolution,  direcling  the  presi- 
dent to  tike  the  proper  steps  for  the  annenation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Slates,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  treaty  stipulations  of 
this  government." 

Mr.  Howard  Sdid  that  he  regretted  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  New  Ham|ishire  (Mr. 
Cushman)  for  the  previous  question  had  not  been 
sustained  yestenlay  by  the  house.  He  coulil  not 
anticipate  a  single  good  result  from  the  prolonsa- 
tion  of  a  general  debate  upon  the  subject  of  Texas, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  evils,  even  greater  ttian 
the  useless  consumption  of  valuable  time.  As 
the  vote  of  the  house,  however,  has  been  against 
the  previous  question,  he  had  risen  yesterday  to 
vindicate,  as  tar  as  he  could,  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs  from  the  implied  charge  of  failure  to 
perforin  a  duty  entrusted  to  them  by  the  house. 
The  amendment  now  offered  b.v  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  gives  to  the  ques- 
tion an  entirely  new  aspect,  and  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  digress  from  what  had  been  his  sole,  and 
slill  was  his  main  ).iirpose,  in  order  (o  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  new  state  of  the  case.  The  house 
VV.1S  master  of  its  own  actions,  and  could,  no  doubt, 
originate  a  proposal  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States;  but  a  committee  could  oidy  act 
upon  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  he  intended 
to  show  that  no  proposition  had  been  heretofore  be- 
fore the  fiouse;  and,  consequently,  the  cominiltee 
could  have  made  no  other  report,  with  propriety, 
than  the  one  which  they  had  made.  A  reference 
to  the  journal  would  show  that,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  the  house  had,  by  the  decisive  vote 
of  127  to  ()S,  live  more  Ihan  the  majority  of  the  en- 
tire house,  determined  to  lay  upon  the  table  all 
memorials  upon  the  subject  of  Texas.  All  com- 
mittees oujlit  to  regulate  their  action  by  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  house.  He  thought  this  posi- 
tion wouM  not  be  disputed.  The  subiect  would, 
therefore,  have  slept  upon  the  cK  rk's  table,  if  a  pe- 
tition, presented  alfervvards  by  one  of  the  dele"-a- 
tion  from  Maine  (Mr.  Noyes,)  had  not  been  're- 
feired  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  when  the 
attenlion  of  the  house  was  not  called  to  it.  Juris- 
diction having  been  thus  given  to  the  committee  by 
the  relerence  of  this  straggling  petition,  there 
ceased  to  bo  any  objection  to  the  adoption  of  a  reso- 
lution olFered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  sending  to  them  the  entire  mass  of 
petitions  from  individuals,  the  magnitude  of  which 
might  he  measured  by  cubic  feet,  and,  also,  the  re- 
solutions of  several  legislatures,  which  had  express- 
ed their  opinions  upon  the  subject.  But  he  did  not 
consider  these  papers  as  raising  a  question.  They 
were  only  intended,  he  thought,  to  bear  upon  the 
question  alter  it  was  raised  in  some  other  way.  At 
the  extra  session  we  had  printed  and  circulated  a 
l.ir^e  edition  of  Ihe  correspondence  b-tween  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  gen.  Hunt,  and,  allhoiigh  the  proposi- 
tion for  ann"xation  was  not  cnterlained  by  the 
president,  yet  there  was  a  reasonable  ground  for 
8ii!ipo>ing  that  the  subject  might  be  renewed,  and 
all  these  evidences  of  public  opinion  were  probably 
prejiared  to  meet  the  contingency  when  it  should 


hap])en.  But  it  had  not  happened.  The  docu- , 
ments  before  lis  show  that  it  had  not.  On  the  4th 
of  Au>;ust,  1S37,  gen.  Hunt  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  proposing  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States:  and  in  his  reply  of  the 
23th  o(  August,  Mr.  Forsyth  not  only  declines  the 
proposition,  but  even  declines  to  reserve  it  for  future 
consideration.  No  language  could  be  more  explicit 
than  this.  It  was  impossible  to  mistake  it.  The 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  in  his  answer  of 
September  12,  showed  that  he  did  not  mistake  it,  as 
will  be  evident  from  the  following  paragraph: 

"The  untlersigned  most  respectlully  assures  the 
honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  and,  through  him,  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  of  the  United  States,  tiiat 
the  prompt  and  decisive  rejection  of  the  proposi- 
tion lor  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  will  not  be  imputed  to  an  unfriendly  spirit 
towards  the  government  and  people  of  Texas." 

The  prompt  and  decisive  rejection  of  the  proposi- 
tion. It  was,  indeed,  so.  There  was  no  proposi- 
tion, fherelbre,  pending  before  the  executive  branch 
ol  the  government,  and,  of  course,  this  house  had 
none  belbre  it,  derived  from  the  documents  com- 
municatrd  by  the  president.  From  what  quarter, 
therelore,  could  any  proposition  have  come,  so  as 
to  place  before  the  comniltee  a  subject  upon  which 
they  could  act?  There  was  none  Irom  Texas,  and 
he  thought  there  was  none  cither  in  the  re.solutions 
of  legislatures,  or  petitions  of  individuals,  which 
had  flooded  the  house  in  such  numbers. 

At  this  point  the  morning  hour  expired,  and  the 
discussion  went  over  to  to-morrow. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  pre-emption  bill. 

Alter  some  desultory  conversation,  the  question 
was  put  on  the  first  amendment  reported  Irom  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  as  Ibllows; 

Strike  out  all  alter  the  word  "provisions, "and  in- 
sert: "Certain  fractions  or  regular  legal  subdivi- 
sions of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been  reserved 
from  sale  in  consequence  of  the  filing  o)  a  claim  to 
a  French  or  Spanish  grant  or  donation,  which  was 
found,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  found,  on  actual 
survey  or  location  of  such  claim  or  claims,  to  be 
without  the  limits  of  said  claim,  or  any  oilier  re- 
ser\ation,  except  as  is  hereinbelore  specified." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

"Or  to  the  lands  lately  acquired  by  treaty  with 
the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  ol  Indiana, 
of  which  proclamation  was  made  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1837," 

Mr.  Lincoln  now  ofTered  his  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  as  follows: 

"In  line  thirty-fiisl,  after  the  word  states,  add: 
or  to  any  sections  or  fractions  uf  sections  of  land 
included  within  the  locatiori  of  any  incorporated 
town,  or  to  the  alternate  si-ctious  to  other  alternate 
seclions  granted  to  Ihe  use  of  any  canal,  railroad,  or 
other  public  improvement  on  the  route  of  such  canal, 
raihoad,  or  other  public  improvement,  or  to  any 
porlionsof  been  actually  selected  as  sites  for  cities 
or  towns,  lotted  into  smaller  quantities  than  tighly 
acres,  and  settled  upon  and  occupied  for  the  purposes 
of  trade,  and  not  of  agricultural  cultivation  and 
improvement." 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  considerable 
length  by  Messrs.  Lincoln,  Harrison,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Johnson ,  of  Louisiana,  Crarij,  Boon,  Guode, 
and  Tillinghust. 

When  llie  question  being  taken  upon  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's amendment,  it  was  carried,  and  the  amend- 
ment thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  Ihe  following: 

"Nor  shall  the  benefit  of  this  act  extend  to  any 
person  who  has  availed  himself  of  a  pre-emption 
right  to  the  entry  of  any  of  the  public  lands,  and 
acquired  a  title  thereto    by  reason  of  such  entry." 

Mr  Ewing  moved  a  pioviso  to  this  amendment, 
but  the  chair  pronounced  it  out  of  order  at  this 
time.  Mr.  While,  of  Indiana,  also  moved  a  pro- 
viso, which  shared  the  same  fate.  Mr.  yell,  Mr. 
Li/on,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Harlan,  Mr. 
Pope,  Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, debated  the  amendment  until  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  silting,  (at  2  o'clock.) 

The  house  then,  according  to  the  order  recently 
established,  took  a  recess  tohalf  past  3  o'clock. 

In  the  evening  session  the  bill  was  fiiKilly  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  a  vote  of 
132  to  70.     Particulars  in  our  next. 


CHRONICLE. 
New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
met  at  Concord  on  AVrrlnesiiav  las',  ami  organized 
by  choosing  Samuel  Jones,  'president,  aiid  Asa 
Fowder,  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  Ira  A.  Eastman, 
speaker,  and  Jeremiah  Elkins,  clerk  of  the  house. 


On  the  vote  for  speaker,  honorable  Ichabod  Bartlett 
(whig)  received  107  votes,  and  Mr.  Eastman  325, 
Jacob  B.  Moore,  of  Concord,  was  the  whig  candi- 
date for  clerk  of  the  house. 

Two  Girafffs  have  arrived  at  New  York  in  the 
barque  Prudent,  from  South  Africa — another  died 
on  the  way.  They  were  imjiorttd  lor  a  Boston 
company,  and  cost  the  proprietors  about  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  each. 

In  1)8  towns  in  Connecticut,  out  of  135  in  the 
state,  there  are  7U7  insane  and  idiotic  poor,  of  whom 
59  are  in  close  confineuieiit.  It  is  found  that  60 
persons  become  insane  in  the  state  on  an  average, 
per  annum.  A  committee  of  the  legiflatiire  re- 
commend the  establishing  of  a  slate  lunatic  asylum, 
capable  of  accommodating  120  patients. 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  Saturday  states  that 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Eastburn  has  declined  to  accept  the 
office  of  bishop  of  Maryland,  to  which  stalion  he 
was  recently  elected  by  the  episcopal  convention  of 
tliat  diocess. 

Jl  great  load.  The  Cleveland  Herald  states  that 
on  Saturday,  the  canal  boat  Danube,  belonging  to 
the  Swiltsure  line,  brought  to  Cleveland  by  Uie  ca- 
nal, a  cargo  consisting  of  1,620  bushels  of  wheat, 
100  barrels  flour,  and  1,772  lbs.  furniture — weigh- 
ing, in  all,  120,572  lbs;  being  larger  by  1..5S0  ibs. 
than  any  cargo  previously  transported  on  the  canal. 

The  Newport  Mercury  of  Saturday  announces 
that  that  number  completes  eighty  years  since  the 
said  paper  was  first  publislud  by  James,  elder 
brother  cl  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Expedition.  A  requisition  lor  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion made  by  general  Maiilsby  at  Havre-de-nrace 
on  the  8th  inslant,  addressed  to  the  executive  at 
Annapolis,  65  miles  off,  was  answered  by  the  delive- 
ry of  2(10  muskets  and  a  ftill  supply  of  hall  car- 
tridges at  Havredc-giace  at  noon  on  the  loth  in- 
stant. This  extraordinary  despalcti  was  accom- 
plished by  means  of  the  laciiiiies  aflbidod  by  the 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  rail  read.  The  know- 
ledge of  Ihereceipt  ol  the  arms  had  the  happy  effect 
ol  quieting  the  riotously  disposed  among  Ihe  canal 
laborers,  and  we  are  safiffied  that  we  shall  not 
hear  of  any  further  disturbances. 

[Baltimore .imeri  can. 

Health  of  Washinp:ton  City.  The  president  of  the 
board  of  health  re[iOrts  thirty-lhree  deaths  lor  the 
month  of  May.  Of  these  there  were  of  the  age  of 
two  years  and  under,  12;  between  two  and  ten,  2; 
between  ten  and  thirty,  5;  between  thirty  and  fifty, 
7;  between  fifty  and  t^ighly,  7. 

Diseases. — JNleasels,  5;  consumption,  4;  rheuma- 
tism, 1;  apoplexy,  3;  not  reporled,  4;  bilious  pleuri- 
sy, 3;  still  born,  4;  inflammation  of  lungs,  S;  de- 
cline, 4,  scarlet  fever,  2. 

The  anniversary.  There  is  to  be  a  great  military 
encampineiit  in  Trenton  on  the  4th  July.  The 
whole  militia  of  New  Jersey  will  most  probably  be 
on  the  spot,  together  with  inanj'  uniform  compa- 
nies from  New  York  and  Philadi  Iphia.  No  better 
spot  lor  a  tented  field  could  have  been  selected  than 
this  reiolutionary  battle  ground.  Baltimore  also 
will  be  represented  on  the  occasion.  The  Maryland 
Cadets,  captain  Newman,  and  the  Baltimore  Cily 
Guards,  captain  Thompsoii,  two  of  the  best  drilled 
volunteer  corps,  intend  joining  in  the  giand  display. 
They  will  act  as  a  batallion  under  the  command  of 
captain  Newman. 

OrhilkiAvi^ical  Society.  At  a  meeting  on  Friday, 
it  was  announced  that  the  commissioners  of  woods 
and  lorests  weie  about  to  make  ponds  in  the  island 
in  St.  James'  park,  for  the  use  of  Ihe  aquatic  birds 
there  located.  It  was  slated,  as  a  curious  fact,  that 
many  of  the  birds  in  fhe  park  fly  away,  even  lor 
months,  but  invariably  return,  if  rot  arrested  by 
the  murderous  aim  of  ihe  fowler.       {London  paper 

Book  binding  with  India  rubber,  recently  discover- 
er! by  Mr.  Hancock,  of  Ijonrlon,  where  it  is  patron- 
ized by  the  Bank  of  England,  insurance  companies, 
and  many  of  the  most  extensive  nicrrhanls,  has  been 
patenlcrf  in  Ihe  United  States,  by  the  inventor,  and 
is  now  introduced  in  New  York  by  Peter  A.  Me- 
sier.  Sewing  is  completely  superseded  :  and  the 
book  or  ledger  opens  so  pe'ifeclly  as  to  present  a 
full,  flat  page,  that  may  be  wriltennpon  to  the  very 
edge.  The  sheets  are  oriirinally  cemented  toge- 
ther with  a  solution  of  the  rubber.  Library  books 
are  bound  in  the  same  way. 

A  company  formed  at  Paris  for  exploring  the  ru- 
ins of  Carthagi',  has  already  met  willi  great  suc- 
cess. A  large  house  has  been  discovered  on  the 
margin  of  Ihe  sea,  near  Bciirj  Jeilid.  rainlin:;s  in 
fresco,  similar  to  iliose  at  Poinjicii,  adorn  many  of 
the  rooms,  and  bpautifnl  mosaics,  represinlins  riien, 
women,  and  nymphs,  fislies  of  i  arions  kinds,  tigers, 
gazelles,  &c.  have  been  found.  Fifteen  cases  with 
these  precious  relics  have  arrived  at  Toulon,  and 
will  be  brought  to  Paris. 


MIL.ES'  NATIONAL.  REGISTEK. 


Fifth  series.    No.  17.— Vol.  IV.] 

WASHINGTON  CITY,  JUNE  23,  J838. 

[Vol.  LIV.— Whole  No.  1,.19S. 

THE    PAST — THE    PRESENT— FOR  THE    FUTURE. 

PRINTED    AND    rC'IiLISHED,   EVERY    S.A.TL-RD.VV, 

BY    WILLIAM     OGDEN    NILES,    EDITOR    AND    PROPRIETOR, 

AT    $^    PER     ANNUM,     PAYABLE    IN    ADVANCE. 

()0=rho  present  sheet  conlain?  iMr.  I'roslon's 
speech  iii  the  senate  upon  the  trea.-ury  note  bill. 

^FciT  sopie  interestinj  articles  from  the  Cana- 
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Most  .melancholy  disasters.  We  mid  two 
more  to  the  lonj  calalo:;ne  of  terrible  disasters  by 
steam,  by  which  nearly  two  huiidred  individuals, 
coMiprisinsr  the  worth,' intellisenee  and  biMiitv  of 
our  country  have  met  an  untimely  death.  The'de- 
trtils,  thoiiijli  meaner,  are  most  heart-rendin;,  but 
fall  lar  short  of  the  dreadful  events  in  those  seem'j 
of  death.  Deeply,  most  deeply,  do  we  sympathize 
with  the  friends  of  the  survivors  whose  h'earls  have 
been  mide  desolate,  but  yet  have  no  hope  that  this 
sacrifice  of  life  and  the  living  misery  it  lias  entailed, 
will  prevent  siinil.ir  uccnrrences  in  future.  The 
public  miud  has  become  callous  from  their  fie- 
qiiency;  and.  as  if  in  mockery  of  the  sii/ferers,  al- 
most at  the  moment  when  their  shrieks  of  despair 
were  soundingover  the  wide  waste  of  waters,  some 
of  the  lepr^'sentativesofthe  nation  were  declaimius; 
ajjainst  the  rij;ht  of  congress  to  save  their  lives. 
And  It  was  only  a  few  days  since,  that  we  read  in  one 
of  the  papers,  published  in  the  city  from  which  the 
Fuli!s':i  sailed,  a  frivolous  anecdote  directly  tend- 
ing to  encourage  (hat  spirit  of  couipetilion  which, 
it  is  said,  caused  her  destruction.  Oh!  most  hu- 
mane legislators,  most  charitable  editors!  You 
condemn  the  wretch  to  the  penitentiary  who.  in  a 
drunken  brawl,  stabs  his  comrade,  but  commend 
those  as  experienced  and  able  who  for  the  accursed 
spirit  of  gain,  deliberately  jeopard  a  hundred  lives 
on  which  are  linked  a  thousand  destinies. 

P.  S.  It  is  with  great  .joy  we  slate  that  the  fol- 
lowing persons  have  b:'en  rescued  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Pulaski,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated  in 
the  acconni  published  in  page  2.59: 

A.  Lovejoy,  Camden  ci'.,  Georgia;  maj.  Heath, 
Baltimore;  maj.  Twiggs  and  son.  Richmond  Co., 
Geo.;  Mr.  Greenwood,  .\ugusta,  Geo  ;  Mr.  O'Gre- 
pory.  Augusta,  Geo.;  Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  Anirusta, 
G"0.;  Miss  Rebt'cca  Lamar,  Auirnsta.  Geo.;  Chas. 
Lamar.  Suvannah;  Robert  Seabrook.  Edisto  Island 
S.  C;  Masters  T.  &  W.  Whalev.  (2)  Edisto  Island, 
S.  C;  Mr.  R.  Hiilcliinson.  Savruinah;  Mr.  A.  Ham- 
ilton, Augusta,  Geo.;  capt.  Pearson,  Baltimore; 
Mr.  Edings.  Edisto  Island,  S.  C;  Mr.  C.  Ward, 
Savannah;  Cliicken.  Ist  enjineer;  E.  Joseph,  New 
York;  C.  W.  Clifton,  Canton,  Mi^.-^issippi;  D. 
Walker,  and  nephew  Thomas  Downing,  Charleston; 

IWarren  Freeman,  Macon,    Geo.;    unknown; 

t  John  Cape,  fireman,  B.dlimore;  fireman;  Pa- 
trick and  Bill,  deck  hands;  Hhynah,  a  negro  women; 
I  a  negro  wo.-nan  belonging  to  Dr.  Stewart. 

j  Constitutional  scp.upLEsI ! !  It  being  deem- 
ed important  that  the  people  should  have"  within 
their  reach  for  infonnalion  and  reference,  official 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  their  representa- 
tives and  the  laws  passed  by  them,  the  committee 
on  the  librajy,  as  one  mode  of  accomplishing  such 
object,  recently  reported  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  sub- 
scribe for  certain  copies  ofthe  "Register"  for  each 
member  thereof  (to  be  ileposited  with  the  clerks  of 
the  diiferent  counties,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  so 
that  the  public  could  have  access  to  them) — pro- 
vided we  would  agree  to  publish  in  it,  weekly,  the 
jonriials  of  both  houses  of  congress,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  all  questions  decided,  and  at  the  end  of 
of  every  session  all  (he  laws  passed  or  treaties  r.a-li- 
fied.  This  proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would,  as  ex- 
plained by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
library,  have  enabl  -d  us  to  distribute  about  eight 
thousand  copies  of  th«  jourtiitls  every  week,  and  the  \ 
same  number  of  copies  ofthe  laws  at  the  end  ofeoenj  j 
session,  in  a  suitable  form  for  reference,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $.5,ono  perannnmto  the  nation, — or  about  one 
hall  of  (he  amount  of  the  expense  we  would  have  to  i 
incur  to  do  the  work.  And  yet  it  was  rejected  in 
consequence  of  the  constitutional  scruples  of  cer- 
tain members,  who  could  not  agree  to  vote  for  | 
books!  We  cried  content  to  this  decision,  thoujh 
we  thought,  and,  still  think,  that  the  project  of  the 
committee  on  the  library  was  intended  to  fulfil  to 
the  letter,  that  provLsion'of  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  congress  shall  publish  a  journal  of  its  | 
proceedings.  I 
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Thus  content,  we  hid  banished  l!ie  deei-.ion  n( 
the  house  Iroui  our  miud,  wImui  ui>t  h>ng  ^irlee  our 
attention  was  attracted  bv  A  CARl'  llK.Wl 
LY  L.VDE.N  WITH  HANDSOMELY  BOUND 
BOOKS,  slandins  belore  the  door  of  one  of  our 
respectable  boarding  houses — and  were  informed 
that  they  belonged  tothedelegalion  from  one  ofthe 
small  states,  and  were  but  a  small  portion  of  a  mass 
for  which  large  sums  had  b-cn  recently  appropria. 
ted  hy  congress!!!  Now,  without  casting  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  congress,  we  think  this 
case  presents  a  singular  commentary  upon  consli- 
tulioiial  scruples!  Why,  (hat  call  load  of  books, 
a  gift  to  six  or  Seven  individuals,  cost  the  people 
nearly  as  much  money  as  our  [iroject  to  place  the 
journals  and  laws  in  the  hands  of  every  voter  in 
the  country,  at  the  least  possible  price,  would 
have  cost  the  government  for  one  year — and  we 
verily  believe,  that  the  money  voted  for  books 
within  the  last  lew  years,  would  pay  the  cost  of  I  en 
thousand  coftie-^  ofthe  journal  a\d  laws,  to  be  pub- 
lished on  our  plan",  lorTWEiVTY-FIVE  YEARS!!! 
And  yet  in  the  one  case  it  is  constitntioiial,  and  in 
the  other  it  is  not ! 

We  iiiike  no  comments  upon  this  subject,  and 
merely  state  the  facts  for  the  inlormatioii  of  those 
who  iiave  expressed  their  surprise  at  the  result  of 
the  decision  upor.  the  proposition  of  the  committee 
on  the  library.  We  embiace  the  occasion,  how- 
ever, to  say  (hat  we  are  determined  to  )aiblish  the  | 
journals  and  laws  on  onr  own  responsibility,  as  [ 
soon  as  we  feel  authorized  to  incur  the  extra  ex- 
pense. The  journals  are  the  only  infallible  exposi- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  a  representative,  and  ought  to 
be  in  the  hands,  or  within  the  reach,  ol'  every  con- 
stituent — especially  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  speak 
a  lanjuage  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Willi 
the  laws  and  journals  added  to  the  documenlary 
ardcles  with  which  our  pa;;es  are  filled,  we  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  (ha(  the  ■■Register"  must  be- 
come the  most  useful  political  journal  ever  pub- 
lish--d,  and  that  it  will  confer  great  and  lasting 
benefits  upon  posterity. 

Virginia.  The  Virginia  commercial  conven- 
tion which  convened  at  Richmond  in  the  early  part 
of  last  week,  adjourned  on  Saturday  last.  Among 
the  resolulions  adopted  was  the  following: 

"  Itesolvcd,  That  a  vigorous  and  persevering 
effort  be  made  to  build  up  and  sustain  a  large  and 
increasing  foreign  import  trade — that  a  committee 
of  merchants  be  appointed,  to  sit  alter  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  convention,  to  prepare  an  address  to 
our  fellow  citizens,  nulolding  the  importance  of 
such  a  trade,  and  the  reaily  capacity  of  Virsinia  to 
obtain  it— slating  the  support  the  trade  will  derive 
from  an  increase  of  bank  facilities,  under  such  re- 
strictions and  modifications  as  the  wisdom  ol  ti.e 
legislature  may  devise,  and  from  an  addition  to  the 
banking  capital,  if  the  addilion  aulliorized  by  the 
existing  laws  shall  be  found,  after  a  sullicieni  trial, 
to  be  inadequate  to  sustain  and  support  the  vari 
ons  interests  of  the  commonwealth — and  stating 
the  aid  the  trade  will  derive  from  a  judicious  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements;  anil  Ihat  the  legisla- 
ture be  respectfully  requested  to  meet  the  advances 
of  any  neighboring  state,  who  may  have  enacted 
laws  to  transport  her  products  and  raerchandize 
into  Virginia." 

The  convention  also  recommended  another  state 
convention  to  assemble  in  Norfolk  in  Norember 
next,  and  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Au- 
gusta (Geo.)  convention. 

Death  of  Talleyrand.  This  extraordinary 
man,  died  on  the  17th  of  May.  He  had  been  out 
in  his  carriaje  on  the  previous  Siinilay;  hut  a  slight 
sore  produced  an  anthrax,  or  gangrene,  and  he  was 
thus  carried  olf  in  his  S4tli  year.  He  had  for  some 
time  written  and  addressed  to  the  pope  a  retraction 
of  his  conduct  at  the  famous  ceremony  of  the  fed- 
eration, where  he  forgot  his  episcopal  ordination,  I 
and  condescended  to  bless  that  democratic  and  ] 
somewhat  heathen  ceremony.  He  received  abso- 
lution, extreme  unction,  and  died  in  the  peace  of 
the  catholic  church;  although  the  archbishop  of 
Paris,  to  whom  the  prince  had  sent  a  copy  ol  his 
letter  to  the  pope,  kept  aloof  from  his  bedside. 
King  Louis  Philippe,  however,  visited  the  d-alh- 
bed  of  the  veteran  statesman,  whose  respect  for 
etiquette  and  courtly  ideas  was  manifest,  even  in 


his  dving  inoiiienis.  He  insisted  on  prcsehling  to 
the  kinu  all  who  ha|ipeiRd  to  be  with  him.  and  dad 
not  undergone  that  ceremony,  and  he  acknowledg- 
ed the  king's  visit,  not  as  the  act  of  warm  and 
private  friendship,  but  as  "a  great  honor  done  to 
his  house."  Madame  Adi'laidc,  sister  ol  the  king 
also  visited  the  prince.  Messrs.  Thii  rs  and  Mole 
also  attended  his  last  monents.  [Morning  Chronicle. 

In  an  article  on  this  subject,  the  Courier  Fran- 
cais  says:  "He  quitted  life  with  a  calmness  that 
could  not  have  been  exceeded  by  the  purest  con- 
science. In  death  he  preserved  all  the  stoicism 
(impassibilite)  of  Ids  life.  He  weiil  out  ofthe  world 
like  a  true  courtier,  by  using  flatteiing  words  to  his 
king,  and  like  a  true  diplomatist  by  negociating 
with  the  pope,  with  whom,  as  a  consecrated  bishop, 
a  married  priest,  and  excommunicated  catholic,  lie 
had  many  accounts  to  settle." 

Great  preparations  were  making  i;i  Paris  for  the 
funeral  of  prince  Talleyrand.  Upholsterers  were 
employed  during  the  whole  of  one  day  in  deco- 
rating the  church  of  the  Assumption  and  (he  Ar- 
dent chapel,  ill  which  he  was  to  be  laid  out  in 
state,  an  hour  before  the  funeral  ceremony.  The 
conit-yai'd  of  his  hotel  was  bung  in  black,  and 
in  the  centre  stood  a  rich  canopy,  under  which 
the  body  was  to  be  exposed  previous  to  its  being 
conveyed  to  tilt  church.  TUo  corps  diplomatique.  Win 
authorities,  the  chamber  of  peers,  were  (o  attend 
at  the  funeral,  ar  I  the  four  corners  of  llie  pall  «ere 
to  be  borne  by  Marshal  Sonlt,  Chancellor  Pasquier, 
Count  Mole,  nrisident  of  the  council,  anci  the 
Duke  of  Broa  a?  grand  diunitarics  of  the  onler 
of  the  legion  .  honor.  Four  of  (he  royal  car- 
riages were  to  follow  the  procession 

The  Grf.at  Western  arrived  at  Niw  York 
from  Bristol  on  Sunday  morninc  last,  having  saih  d 
from  Bristol  on  (he  4lh  iiist.  She  arrived  a(  Bristol 
from  New  York  in  foniteen  days,  on  which  occa- 
sion a  craiul  enterlaiument  was  given  on  hoard  of 
her.  The  Sirius  reached  Falmoulh  from  New  York 
in  eighteen  days,  and  returned  to  New  York  on  Mon- 
day last  ill  seventeen  days  from  Cork,  whither  she 
went  from  Falmouth.  Thcpolitical  advices  brought 
bv  these  ships  are  not  of  much  interest.  The 
Sirius  is  to  sail  to-day  from  New  York  for  London. 
The  Great  Western  goes  on  Monday. 

Express  mail  robbed.  The  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  IGtIi  states  that  the  express  mail  was  robbed 
on  the  night  ofthe  l.'ith  on  the  Louisville  road,  near 
Beacon  creek.  The  express  horse  was  stopped  in 
the  road  by  the  robber  and  the  rider  dismounted  and 
tied  to  a  .sappling.  The  saddle  bags  were  cnriied 
about  a  mile  into  the  barrens,  cut  open,  and  the 
most  part  of  their  contents  carried  off.  The  mail, 
it  is  said,  was  a  large,  and  no  doubt  a  very  valuable 
one,  containing,  as  it  did.  the  letter  packages  from 
New  Orleans  ol  the  SIh  and  9th,  Mobile  ofthe  Kith 
ard  Nashville  of  the  l.Sth  inst.  No  clue  has  yet 
been  founil  to  the  name  of  the  robber,  nor  is  it 
certain  that  there  was  only  one  concerned.  ^ 

From  the  "Globe"  of  Saturday  night. 

A  MAIL  DESTROYED  BY  FIRE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Silver  Creek, 

New   York. 

Post  office.  Silver  Creek.  N.  V.,  June  Ifi.  IS.TS. 

Sir:  The  mail  from   Toledo,   Ohio,   for  Biilfalo, 

New  York,  by  the  steamboat   Washincton,   of  the 

14th  inst.  was  burnt  in  said  boat  oiT  this   port  this 

morning  about  4  o'clock. 

The  destruction  was  so  rapid  that  nothing  was 
saved;  the  passenjers  that  escaped,  did  so  by  swim- 
ming about  two  miles  to  land. 

I  have  advised   the   postmasters    at   Toledo   and 
Biitialo  of  this  event,  that  they  may  advise  those  in- 
terested of  the  loss  of  these  letters. 
Respectfullv.  fic. 

W.  Van  DizEN,  P.  M. 
Hon.  w^.  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

Naval  On  Wednesday  last  the  nomination  of 
James  K.  Paulding,  to  he  secretary  ofthe  navy,  vice 
M.  Dickerson,  resigned,  was  confirmed  by  the  se- 
nate. 

On  the  same  dav,  also,  was  confirmed  the  nomi- 
nation of  John  R.  Livingston,  to  be  navy  agent  for 
the  port  of  New  York,  vice  J.  K.  Paulding, 
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The  murder  in  Arkansas.  The  Little  Rock 
Gazelle  ol  llie  23(1  insl.,  ronlains  a  full  and  detailed 
account  of  the  trial  of  colonel  John  Wilson,  late 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  mem- 
ber Irom  Clarke  county,  lor  the  murder  ol  major  J. 
J.  Anthony,  iiieinber  Iroin  the  county  of  Randolph, 
on  the  4tli  day  of  December  last.  There  were  six 
witnesses  exa'aiined  on  behaU  of  the  state,  and  two 
in  behalf  of  the  accused. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate occurrence  originated  in  an  allusion  made  by 
Mr.  Anthony,  with  rejtard  to  the  Real  Estate  Bank, 
of  which  the  speaker  was  president.  The  deceased 
was  speakin;^  on  a  bill  relative  to  granting  pre- 
miums for  killing  wolves;  the  bill  required  that  an 
affidavit  be  made  before  a  magistrate  previous  to  the 
payment  of  premium. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  magis- 
trate, and  insert  the  "president  of  the  Real  Estate 
Bank."  The  speaker  immediately  asked,  "do  you 
mean  to  insult  the  chairr  If  jou  do,  you  will  take 
it  back  very  quick."  Mr.  A.  disclaimed  any  in- 
sult, but  observed  that  he  thought  "the  certificates 
should  be  signed  by  a  man  of  great  dignity."  As 
soon  as  those  words  were  uttered,  the  speaker  lelt 
the  chair,  and  as  he  descended,  drew  his  bowie 
knile,  having  a  blade  nine  inches  long.  J\lr.  A. 
then  lelt  his  seat,  and  drew  his  knife,  blade  twelve 
inches  long,  advanced  towards  the  speaker — llour- 
ishing  the  knife — made  two  passes,  and  struck  hiro 
on  tile  arm.  Wilson  retreated  a  few  paces,  and  as 
he  uas  again  in  the  act  of  advancing,  Anthony 
threw  his  knile  and  afterwards  a  chair  at  him. 
Wilson  then  rushed  towards  Anthony,  who  imme- 
diately picked  up  another  chair  to  defend  himself. 
Wilson  caught  it,  made  a  thrust  with  his  knife  un- 
derneath the  chair,  which  entered  Anthony's  breast, 
w  Ml  immediately  fell  and  expired. 

The  verdiclof  the  jury  was,  "guilty  of  excusable 
homicide."     The  prisoner  was  then  discharged. 

lu  speaking  of  major  Anthony,  the  Gazette  ob- 
serves, "he  was  an  olficer  of  the  war  of  1812  with 
Great  Britain,  and  was  ore  of  the  gallant  defenders 


placing  a  mass  of  combustibles  under  the  flooring. 

A  negro  girl  living  in  the  yard,  first  gave  the 
alarm  to  her  mistress,  alter  bed  time,  but  the  lady 
could  perceive  no  traces  of  fire;  the  girl,  however, 
soon  pointed  out  the  spot,  when  the  floor  being  cut 
away,  they  found  two  separate  places  on  fire,  and 
the  sills  just  catching.  The  fire  whs  quietly  put 
cut,  and  the  girl,  together  with  other  slaves  from 
the  ailjuining  lots,  were  arrested  for  examination. 
No  information  could  be  obtained  from  the  gill:  she 
pretended  to  know  nothing  of  the  incendiary. 

.tlnother.  Yesterday  morning  about  half  past  five 
o'clock,  Mr.  B.  Clark,  No.  262  King  street,  had 
just  got  home  from  patrol  duty,  when  on  entering 
the  door  of  his  dwelling,  found  the  entry  filled  with 
smoke;  he  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  neighbors  com- 
ing in,  found  the  under  part  of  tne  stairway  on  lire, 
kindled  by  parcels  of  dry  goods,  books,  &.c.  in  one 
large  mass. 

The  family,  who  were  asleep  on  the  second  floor, 
knew  nothing  of  their  danger  until  aroused  by  the 
noise  below.  A  few^  minutes  longer  of  delay  would 
have  proved  fatal,  and  the  unsuspecting  inmates 
been  cut  otf  by  the  destroying  element. 

CoL.  Crockett.  Col.  Forbes  has  recently  re- 
lated to  Us  an  interesting  anecdote  of  the  celebrated 
Crockett.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the 
latter  arrived  at  Nacogdoches  accompanied  by  seve- 
ral volunteers.  Soon  after  their  arrival  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  office  of  col.  Forbes,  (who  was  then 
first  judge  of  the  municipality,)  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  colonel  immediately  wrote  out 
the  following  form: 

"I  do  solemnly  svvear  that  I  will  bear  true  alle- 
giance to  the  provisional  government  of  Texas,  or 
any  future  government  that  maybe  hereafter  de- 
clared, and  that  I  will  serve  her  honestly  and  faith- 
fully against  all  her  enemies  and  oppressors  what- 
soever, and  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 
governor  of  Texas,  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
present  and  future  authorities,  and  the  orders  of  the 
officers  appointed  over  me  accordinsr  to  the  rules 


of  Fort  Sandusky;  subsequently  served  in  the  Creek  j  and  aiticles  lor  the  government  of  Texas  so  help 
war,  under  general   Jackson,   where  he   acquitted  ;  me  Goil  " 


himself  in  such  a  manner,  as  to    give    entire   satis- 
faction to  that  distinguished  military  chief." 

Smithsonian    legacy.      The    Pennsvlvaiiian 


Upon  offering  it  to  Crockett  he  refused  to  sign 
it,  saying  that  he  was  willing  to  take  an  oath  to 
support  any  liitnre  rfpublican  government,  but 
could  not  subscribe  his  name  to  this  form,  as  the 
states,  on  the  authority  of  a  letter  from  London,  !/»/i(re  government  might  be  despotic;  the  colonel 
that  "  the  hon.  Richard  Riisli  has  obtained  an  abso-  j  therefore  inserted  the  word  republican  between  the 
lute  decree  fur  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that  j  words  future  and  government,  and  Crockett  readily 
tlie  money  has  been   paid   to  him.      It   amounis  to    signed    the    instrument.     The    original    has    lately 


up^vards  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterlin;^. 
Mr.  Rush  was  to  have  embarked  on  his  return  in 
the  course  of  the  present  month,  bringing  with  him 
the  money  thus  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  edu- 
cation in  the  United  States.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  matter  would  have  been  the  cause  ol  a  tedious 
chancery  suit,  but  it  appears  from  this  intelligence 
that  it  has  been  terminated  with  a  very  little  delay." 

St.  Augustine.  We  are  indebted  to  captain 
Southwick,  of  the  schr.  Empire,  arrived  yesterday 
from  St.  Augustine,  for  the  HeraW  of  the  2d  instant, 
from  v.hich  we  copy  the  following; 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  editor,  dated 

Garey's  Ferry,  May  28,  1833. 

Two  days  ago,  captain  Thigpin,  of  a  company  of 
volunteers,  now  mustering  here,  gave  notice  to  col. 
Twiggs  that  a  party  of  Indians  had  been  at  John's 
Ferry,  on  New  river,  about  iO  miles  north  of  this 
place.  With  his  usual  activity,  our  gallant  com- 
mander, colonel  Twiggs,  ordered  captain  Bullock, 
with  E  company,  2d  dragoons — the  only  one  com- 
pany then  at  Garey's  Ferry — to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  sixty  men  of  captain  Thigpin's,  to  Fort 
Harnee,  there  to  be  reinforced  by  as  many  men  as 
could  be  spared,  and  pursue  the  Indians  until  they 
came  up  with  them. 

These  Indians  are  thought  to  be  runaway  Creeks, 
and  to  have  been  camping  about  New  river  and  its 
vicinity  lor  some  time.  There  number  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  twenty-five  fires  have  been 
seen. 

An  express  from  Micanopy  arrived  yesterday, 
states  that  captain  Tompkins,  at  that  post,  expect 
ed  to  have  a  fight  with  Tigertail  on  the  .30th.  Ti- 
gertail  was  near  him  with  plenty  ol  women  and 
men  and  full  of  fight.  The  Tallahassees  were  with 
him.  The  despatch  says  that  two  companies  of 
dragoons  had  been  sent  out  to  fight  him. 

[  Charleston  Mercury. 

Further  attempts  to  fire  the  city  of 
Charleston.  By  the  Mercury  of  the  11th  inst., 
we  perceive  that  further  attempts  have  been  made 
to  fire  the  city. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  9th  instant,  about  10 
o'clock,  the  kitchen  attached  to  the  dwelling  of 
Mr.  Uavega,  in  Boundary  street,  was  set  fire  to,  by 


been  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  wai 
in  which   the  word  republican  appears  interlined, 
and  beneath  it  is  the  autograph  ol  Daviil  Crockett. 
[  Texas  Telegraph. 

Alabama  Cotton  Factory.  The  Tuscaloosa 
Monitor  of  the  30th  ult.,  gives  the  following  inter- 
esting description  of  this  establishment : 

As  we  were  tiavelling  some  two  weeks  ago, 
through  rather  a  sterile  and  unimproved  portion  of 
our  state,  where  the  county  of  Bibb  borders  on  Ihat 
of  Tuscaloosa,  we  were  all  at  once  surprised  with 
an  imposing  edifice  of  brick,  three  stories  hiuh,  and 
being,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  ninety  feet  by  forty- 
four  in  extent.  The  dashing  energies  of  v\ater 
power  saluted  our  ears,  accompanied  with  the  whirl- 
ing .sound  of  diversified  machinery.  What  have 
we  here?  was  our  inquiry.  We  left  our  seats  in  the 
stage,  and  during  the  few  moments  which  we  had 
to  spare,  took  a  view  of  the  works  that  were  going 
forward.  In  the  second  story  we  found  the  card- 
ing and  roping  operations  going  foiward;  and  in 
the  third,  a  multitude  of  spindles  were  employed  in 
the  finishing  work  of  making  cotton  yarn.  A  few 
hands,  men,  women. and  children, seemedto  be  em- 
ployed, in  rather  a  quiet  way,  in  altendins  to  the 
machinery,  and  seeing  that  it  performed  its  busi- 
ness correctly.  In  another  apartment,  the  cotton 
gin  is  in  operation;  so  that  the  factory  is  prepared 
to  take  the  cotton,  either  after  it  has  been  picked, 
or  in  the  seed.  In  the  spinning  department,  there 
have  been  in  operation,  heretofore,  500  spindles;  but 
they  have  recently  obtained  an  additional  supjdv, 
and  will  very  soon  be  working  between  700  and  800. 
There  is  a  water  power  sufficient,  we  are  assured, 
to  work  10,000.  The  cotton  yarn  produced  is  said 
to  be  of  an  excellent  quality.  A  ladv  of  the  neigh- 
borhood aflirms  that  she  wove  30  yards  of  it  with- 
out breaking  a  thread.  The  aveiage  production  per 
day,  with  five  hundred  spindles,  has  been  430  dozen. 
About  twenty  hamls  are  employed — all  white — 
some  males,  some  females — some  large,  and  some 
small.  They  are  chiefly  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  are  said  to  be  pleased  with  their  employ- 
ment. A  grist  mill  and  saw  mill  are  connected 
with  the  works,  which  are  in  active  and  profitable 
operation.  A  portion  of  the  machinery  is  also  de- 
voted to  wool  carding.    The  place  is  called  Scotts- 


ville,  in  honor,  we  suppose  of  D.  Scott,  one  of  the 
principal  proprietors.  The  works  belong  to,  and 
are  conducted  by  the  Tuscaloosa  Manufacturing 
Company.  We  learn,  that  the  prospects  of  the 
company  as  to  profit,  are  exceedingly  flattering. 
Their  sales  are  brisk.  They  contemplate  adding  a 
weaving  factory  to  the  other  works.  Thus  has 
this  business  been  successlully  carried  lorward, 
while  very  few  persons  in  the  state  knew  that  any 
thing  of  the  kind  was  under  way.  Indeed  we 
doubt  whether  the  information,  that  such  laclory 
exists,  may  not  be  news  unheard  of  before,  to  more 
than  one  half  of  the  people  of  Bibb  and  Tuscaloo- 
sa counties. 

New  Hampshire.  June  8.  The  committee 
a)>pointed  to  receive  and  ca'^t  the  returns  of  votes 
for  governor,  reported  that  the 

Whole  number  was  54,570 

Necessary  lor  a  choice  27,286 

Eslimatid  as  scattering  198 

James  Wilson  had  431 

James  Wilson  Jr.  had  25,244 

Isaac  Hill  had  28,607 

This  number  exceeds  by  more  than  nine  thou- 
sand that  ever  before  given  at  an  annual  election 
in  this  state.  In  1820,  the  whole  number  was  about 
forty  five  thousand. 

Ill  the  house  of  representatives  of  A'fu'  HampMre, 
after  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  noti- 
fy the  governor  of  his  election  had  been  presented, 
Mr.  Eastman  of  Conway  presented  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  fen  be  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  the  hon.  Isaac  Hill,  governor 
elect,  holds  any  office  or  place  under  the  United 
States  which  constitutionally  disqualifies  him  from 
holding  the  office  of  governor,  and  to  report  the 
facts  in  relation  to  that  subject  to  this  house,  and 
that  said  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers. 

Mr.  Quincy  said  he  did  not  object  to  going  into 
an  inquiry  at  a  proper  time,  but  for  the  present  he 
w  ished  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table.  He  there- 
fore moved  Ihat  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Portsmouth  inquired  if  the  effect 
of  this  motion  was  not  to  prevent  debate. 

The  chair  said  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  could 
not  be  debated. 

Mr.  Bartlett  observed  that  he  made  the  inquiry 
that  the  house  might  be  informed  of  the  eflect  of 
the  motion,  to  stifle  inquiry 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmalive — yeas 
126,  nays  HO.  So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table.  — — 

Navij  department,  June  13,  1838. 

The  board  of  na\al  surt;eons,  recently  con\ened 
in  Philadelphia  for  the  examination  of  candidatea 
for  admission  into  the  navy,  adjourned  on  the  11th 
instant. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  approved  candi- 
dates, in  the  order  of  merit,  viz: 

No.     1.   Silas  Holmes  of  Rhode  Island. 

No.     2.  Edwd.  H    Van  Wyck  of  New  York. 

No.     3.   Horace  D.  Taliaferro  of  Virginia, 

No.     4.  J.  Howard  Smith  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.     5.  John  Ji.  Gnion  of  North  Carolina. 

No.     6.  Jamea  McClelland  of  Penn.sylvania. 

No.     7.  Samvel  R.  Mdison  of  Ohio. 

No.     8,    ir»i.  B.  ,Sinc/a)V  of  Virginia.  ; 

No.     .-).  SamweZ  Jf7c/.s(>n  of  North  Carolina. 

No.   10.  James  Jeffry  Browntee  of  New  York. 

No.  11.  Joshva  Hirntiiiirlon  of  Connecticut. 

No.  12.  Bobt.  S.  noni'ter  of  Virginia. 

No.  13.  John  S.  Whillle  of  Virginia. 

No.  14.  ./Ivaiistvs  F.  Lawyer  of  New  York. 

No.  15.  Stephen  .4.  McCreery  of  Virginia. 

Mint  of  the  United  States, 

June  5.  1838. 
Sir — I  send  you  to-day  the  usual  report,  required 
by  the  department  of  the  gold  coinage  in  May,  and 
I  now  present  to  you  the  following  statement  of 
the  whole  amount'  of  coinage  done  at  the  mint 
during  the  same  monlh. 

Denomination.  Value. 

Half  eagles,  195,295  00 

21.972  00 
174,000  00 
49,000  00 
62,500  00 
26,500  00 
8,785  00 


Quarter  eagles 
Half  dollars. 
Quarter  dollars. 
Dimes, 
Half  dimes. 
Cents, 


No.  of  pieces. 
39,05S 
8,789 
348,000 
196.000 
625,000 
530,000 
878,500 


Totals,  $538,052,000  2,625,348 

This  statement  shows  an  amount  of  work  greater 
than  has  ever  been  heretofore  done  at  the  mint  in 
the  same  time,  since  the  labor  is  proportional,  not 
to  the  value  of  the  coins,  but  more  nearly  to  the 
number  of  pieces.  It  will  be  observed  that 
2,229,500  coins  have  been  struck,  of  less  denomi- 
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nation  than  the  h;ill  dollar,  and  we  are  still  busily  i  Onflow  county,  where  they  lemainrd  from  Friday 
occu|iii-d  w  ith  the  labrication  of  these  small  coins, '  evening  nnlil'Siinday  morning,  ami  then  started  lor 
for  which  the  demand  seems  to  be  but  little  dimiu-  '  Wihnin^ton.  The  mate  and  two  passengers  reached 
ished.  I  here  this  morning  (ISth  June)  al.>ont  9  o'clocU. 

The  mint  at  N'ew  Orleans,  after  having  various  |  Passen!;ers  u-ho  left  V/i.trlesloii. 

unforeseen  dillicnllics  to  overcome,  commenced  :  Mrs.  Nightingale,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Fraser,  and 
coining  on    the  Ttli  ol  last   month;  so  that  all  the   child;    Mrs.    Wilkins,   and   child;    Mrs.    Maclcay 


branch  mints  are  now  in  full  operation. 
Very  respeclfully. 

Your  taithful  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  M.P.vTTERs 

i 
Hon.   Lei'i  WooJlmri/, 

Secretary  of  the  Ircasurij. 


MOST  AWFUL  DIS.\STERS. 
Office  of  the  Wilmiiii^lun  (X.  C.)  .Idi-erliser,  \ 
June  IS,  1!<:JS.      ) 
Loss  of  the  sleam  packet   Pulasfci,  uilh  a   crew  of 
thirty  seven,  and  oi<e  hundred  and  Jifti/  or  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  passengers. 

On  Thursday,  the  1-lth  instant,  the  steamer  Pu- 
laski, captain  IJubois,  left  Charleston  for  Baltimore 
with  about  150  passengers,  of  whom  about  30  were 
ladies. 

At  about  11  o'clock  on  the  same  night,  while  off 
the  North  Carolina  coast,  say  30  miles  from  land, 
weather  moderate  and  niglit  dark,  the  starboard 
boiler  exploded,  and  the  vessel  was  lost,  wiih  all 
the  passengers  and  crtw  except  these  wliose  names 
are  enumerated  among  the  saved  in  the  list  to  be 
found  below. 

We  have  gathered  the  following  facts  from  the 
first  mate,  Mr  Hibbeid,  who  had  charge  of  the 
bo,it  at  the  time.  Mr.  Uibberd  states  that  at  about 
10  o'clock  at  night  he  uas  called  to  the  command 
of  the  boat,  anil  that  he  was  pacing  the  promenade 
deck  in  front  of  the  steerage  house;  that  he  found 
hiinsell,  shortly  alter,  upon  the  main  deck,  lying 
bet«een  the  mast  and  the  side  of  the  boat;  that, 
upon  the  relurn  ol  coiisciousness,  he  had  a  confused 
idea  of  having  heard  an  explo.sion,  something  like 
that  of  gunpowder,  immediately  before  he  discov- 
ered hinisell  in  his  tlioii  situation.  He  was  induced, 
therefore,  to  rise  and  walk  aft,  where  he  discovered 
that  the  boat  midships  was  blown  enlirrly  to  pieces; 
that  the  head  of  the  starboard  boiler  was  blown 
out,  and  the  top  turn  open;  that  the  timbers  and 
plank  on  the  staiboard  side  were  forced  asunder, 
and  that  the  lioattook  in  water  whenever  she  rolled 
in  that  direction. 

lie  became  immediately  aware  of  the  horrors  of 
their  situ.ition,  and  the  danger  of  letting  the  pas- 
sengers know  that  the  boat  was  sinking,  belbre 
lowering  the  small  boats.  He  proceed'd,  therefore, 
to  do  this.  Upon  dropping  the  boat,  he  \yas  asked 
his  object,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  to  pass  around 
the  steamer  to  asctrtain  her  condition.  Before  doing 
this,  however,  he  took  in  a  couple  of  men.  He 
ordered  the  other  boats  to  be  low eied,  and  two  were 
shortly  put  into  the  «ati  r,  but  they  leaked  so  much 
in  consequence  of  their  long  exposure  to  the  sun, 
that  one  of  them  sunk,  after  a  ft-nitless  attempt  to 
bail  her.  He  had  in  the  interim  taken  several  from 
the  water,  until  the  number  made  ten.  In  the  other 
boat  arioat  there  were  eleven.  While  they  were 
making  a  fruitless  attempt  to  bail  the  small  boat, 
the  Pulaski  went  down  with  a  dreadful  crash,  in 
about  Ao  iiiiiuites  alter  the  ex'plosion. 

Both  boals  now  insisted  upon  Mr.  Hibberd's  di- 
recting their  course  to  the  shore,  but  he  resisted 
their  remonstrances,  replying  that  he  v\-ould  not 
abandon  the  spot  until  daylight.  At  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  they  started,  in  the  midst  of 
the  wadinjjs  of  the  hopeless  beings  who  were  float- 
ing around  in  every  direclion,  upon  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  to  seek  land,  which  was  about  thirty  miles 
distant.  After  pulling  about  thirteen  hours,  the 
persons  in  both  boils  became  tired,  and  insisted 
.that  Mr.  Hibberd  should  land.  This  he  opposed, 
thinking  it  safest  to  proceed  along  the  coast,  and 
to  enter  some  one  of  its  numerous  inlets;  but  he 
was  at  length  forced  to  yield  to  the  general  desire, 
and  to  attempt  a  landing  upon  the  beach,  a  little 
east  of  Stump  Inlet. 

He  advised  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Ga.  who  had  com- 
mand of  the  other  boat,  and  a  couple  of  ladies  with 
two  children  under  his  charje,  to  wait  until  his 
boat  had  fust  landed,  as  he  apprehended  much  dan- 
ger ill  the  attempt,  and,  should  they  succeed,  they 
might  assist  him  and  the  ladies  and  children.  There 
were  eleven  persons  in  the  mate's  boat,  (having 
taken  two  bl.ick  women  from  Mr.  Cooper's.)  Of 
these,  two  passen:;ers,  one  of  the  crew,  and  the 
two  netjro  women  were  drowned,  and  six  gained 
the  shore.  After  waitinj  for  a  signal,  which  he 
received  from  the  mate,  Mr.  Cooper  and   his  corn- 

g anions  landed  in  about  tliree  hours  after  the   first 
oat,  in  safety.     They  then  proceeded  a  short  dis- 
tance   across    Stump   Sound,  to    Mr.   Kedd's.   of 


child,  and  servant;  Miss  A.  Parkman,  Mi 
Parkman,  SIiss  T.  Parkman;  Mrs.  Hutchison,  two 
children,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Lamar,  Miss  R.  La- 
mar, Miss  M.  Lamar,  Miss  R.  S.  Lamar,  Miss  F,. 
Lamar;  Mrs  Dunham;  Mis.  Cuinming,  ami  ser- 
vant; Mrs.  Stuart,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Woit;  l\lrs. 
Taylor;  Mrs.  Wagner,  child,  and  seivant;  Mi-s 
Drayton;  Mrs.  Prin^le,  and  child;  Miss  Piin- 
gle,  and  nurse;  Mrs.  Mun-ay,  Miss  Miirrav, 
.Mrs.  Britt.  Mi-'S  Heald,  Mrs.  nulledge.  Miss 
Rull.'dge,  Mrs.  11.  S.  Ball,  nurse,  child,  and  ser- 
vant; Miss  Trapier,  Mrs.  Longworth,  Mrs.  Kil- 
din-s,  and  child;  Miss  Mikill.  Mrs.  Cov,  ami 
child;  Miss  Clarke.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Smith,  .Mrs.  N 
Smith.  Mrs.  Grei;orv,  Mrs.  D.uis.  Mrs.  Hubh^ird, 
Mrs.  Mirritt.  Miss"t;reen«ood,  Gen.  Heaih,  Col. 
Dunham,  Maj.  Twiu'gs.  Jndi;e  Rochester,  Jnd,;e 
Cameron,  Rev.  E.  Crolts,  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  Dr. 
Stewart,  Dr.  Cummins,  Dr.  Wilkins.  Messrs.' S.  B. 
Parkham,  O.B.Lamar.  C.Lamar,  W.  Lamar,  T. 
Lamar.  H.  Hutchinson,  R.  Brower,  L.  Livermore, 
B.  W.  Fosdick,  H.  Eldrid^e,  C.  Ward,  G.  Hunt- 
inilon.  .J.  H.  Cooper,  H.  B.  Nichols,  L.  Bird,  A. 
Loveiov,  W.  W.  Foster,  .1.  L.  Wort,  C.  llodson, 
W.  Stewart,  D.  Ash.  A.  H.imiKon,  S.  Miller,  li. 
W.  A.  Pooler,  R.  W.  Pot  Irr.  jr.,  W.  C.  N.  Sv^iH,  A. 
Burns,  H.  N.  Cartel,  Prii.gle,  Rntledi;e,  H.  S.  B  ill, 
Lon>;worlh,  F.  M'Rea,  T.  C.  Rowand,  Erl.linss, 
R.  Seabiook,  S.  Keith,  G.  W.  Coy,  T  Wludev,  W. 
Whaley.  O.  Gregorie,  N.  Sinilh,  B.  F.  Smith,  G. 
Y.  Davis,  R.  D.  Walker,  E.  W.  James,  Hubbard. 
J.  Au/.e,  Bennett,  Clifton,  Merritt,  Greenwood, 
Evans,  and  Freeman. 

Pas'sengers  saced  in  the  two  yawls. 

IMrs.  P.  M.  Nii;htini;ale,  servant  and  child,  o 
Cuinbeiland  island;  Mrs.  W.  Fraser  and  child,  St 
Simons,  Georgia;  J.  H.  Cooper,  Glynn,  Grorgia 
P.  W-  Pooler,  Savannah,  Georjia;  'Capt.  Pooler, 
sen.;  Win.  Robertson,  Savannah,  Georgia;  Elias  L, 

Barney,  N.  C:  Solomon ;  S.  Hibberd,  1st  male 

Puln>ki;  W.  C.  N.  Swift  New  Bedford;  Z.  A. 
Zenchtenbi  rg.  Munich;  Charles  B.  Tappan.  New 
York;  Gideon  West,  New  Bedford,  boatswain;  B. 
Brown,   Norfolk,  steward. 

Persons  drowned  in  landing. 

Mr.  Bird,  of  Bryan  co.  Geor-ia;  an  oKI  gentle- 
man from  Bullalo,  N.  Y..  and  recently  from  Pensa. 
cola;  a  young  man  name  unknown;  Jenny,  a  color- 
ed woman;Priscilla,  a  colored  woman, stewardness. 


Alter  picking  up  nil  the  floating  baggage  which 
could  be  seen)  the  hull — which  was  still  able  to 
float  the  engine — was  towed  into  Silver  creek, 
where  it  sank  in  six  or  eight  feet  water.  The 
North  .\merica  itniaii.ed  at  Silver  creek,  employ- 
ed in  this  melancholy  business,  six  or  seven  hours, 
and  every  thing  was  done  by  captain  Edmonds,  and 
his  crew,  lor  the  relief  of  the  sulferers.  Their 
pioinpt  and  efhcieiit  services  are  entitled  to  all 
praise. 

The  ill-fated  Washington  was  built  at  Ashtabula 
last  winter,  and  had  made  but  one  trip  previous  to 
her  ilestrnclion.  The  fire  caught  near  the  boilers, 
and  had  made  such  progress  when  discovered,  as 
to  ilefy  all  attempts  to  extinguish  it.  The  helm 
was  instantly  ))ut  about,  and  the  bo;it  headed  for 
shore,  but  in  a  few  mo.nents  the  wheel  ropes  were 
burnt  off,  and  she  was  rendered  an  unmanageable 
wreck.  Had  iron  rods  been  substituted,  as  melan- 
choly experience  has  taught  on  the  Mississippi,  this 
a)>palling  loss  of  life  miuht  have  been  averled! 

We  hear  that  the  siirvivinj  passengers  of  the 
Washington  niiile  in  staling  that  no  blame  was  at- 
trihulable  to  captain  Brown,  the  comniiyidrr. 

Wo  hope  and  expect  that  the  reported  loss  of 
life,  as  stated  above,  may  prove  cxaKr'T.ited.  Wo 
have  heard,  since  commencing  this  a' tide,  the  loss 
variously  estimated  Irom  twenty  \o  siiiy.  Many  ol 
the  survivors  were  badly  burned  belore  they  left 
the  boat. 


prom   the    Inlell}i:encer  of  the   ^rllh    intt. 

MESSRS.  BKLL  AND  TURNEY. 

To  the  editors. 

Washington.  June  14,  18,'?S. 
dentlfmen:— In  the  Globe  of  the  12th  instant, 
and  which  was  published  yesterday  moriiiiig,  I  ob- 
served a  statement  relative  to  the  recent  per<;onal 
rencontre  between  my  colleajue  and  myself,  which 
is  expected,  no  douhi,  to  be  regarded  by  the  pub- 
lic as  a  true  narrative  of  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending  it.*      Anion;  other  misrepresentations  in 


From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  .Idveiiiser. 
The  .steamboat  North  America  is  just  in,  hy  pas- 
sengers on  which  we  learn  the  particulars  of  a  most 
heart-rending    calamity — the    destbuction    ov 

THE     NEW      AND     ELEr.AXT    STEAMBOAT    WASH 

INGTON,  by  fire,  off  Silver  creek,  about  .S  o'cloeic 
this  morning,  with  the  estimated  loss  of  FIFTY 
LIVES!! 

The  Washington  passed  the  North  American 
while  the  latter  lay  at  Erie,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
night,  and  was  not  again  seen  by  those  on  board 
the  North  America  iinlil.  when  within  about  three 
miles  of  this  city,  a  bright  slare  of  liijht  was  dis- 
covered by  the  helmsman  in  the  direclion  ol  Silver 
cieek,  and  the  North  .America  was  instantly  put 
about  lor  the  scene  of  apprehended  ilisaster. 

On  nearing  the  spot,  about  (>  o'clock,  the  biirn- 
ina:  hull  of  the  large  and  noble  boat  was  found 
drilling  over  the  waters,  three  or  four  miles  from 
shore,  with  not  a  living  human  being  on  board. 
The  lake  v\-as  literally  covered  with  hats,  bonnets, 
trunks,  baggage,  and  blackend  fragments  of  the 
wreck. 

The  intense  anxiety  of  the  witnesses  of  this  fear- 
ful scene,  for  the  fate  of  the  passengers  on  the  iin- 


•  The  speech  olRIr.  Turneij,  «hich  we  publish 
to-day,  will  enable  the  public  to  decide  whether 
the  ciiarges  hrought  hy  him  against  Mr.  Bell,  are 
well  sustained  and  uhetlur  the  mode  adopted  by 
Mr.  Bell  to  meet  them  was  appropriate.  Mr. 
Turiiey,  it  seems,  felt  himself  called  upon,  as  a 
representative  of  Tennessee,  to  defend  the  lame  of 
a  man  endeared  to  the  state  by  a  life  of  patriotic 
services,  who  had  been  traduced  liy  the  representa- 
tive from  his  own  district  in  the  grossest  manner. 
If  general  Jackson  were  the  corrujit,  unprincipled, 
dishonest  man,  portrayed  in  Mr.  Bell's  philipics, 
the  honors  paid  liiin  by  Tennessee  dishonored  the 
slate.  Mr.  Tiirney  doubtless  felt  that,  in  vindi- 
cating the  retired  chief  magistrate  from  the  foulest 
aspersions,  he  performed  a  duty  to  his  own  consti- 
tuents. There  is  scarcely  a  man  of  them  of 
whatever  political  p'inciples,  who  would  he  con- 
tent to  hear  the  tradiiclion  wilh  which  Mr.  Bril 
regaled  his  Hartford  Convention  frinnds  ilnring  his 
last  fall's  tour  through  the  New  EnglamI  stati  s, 
repeated  in  the  house  of  representatives,  without 
an  answer. 

Mr.  Tiirncy  responded,  and,  as  Mr.  Bell's  sub- 
sequent conduct  proved,  with  full  effect.  The 
speech,  as  printed,  is  but  the  plain  demonstration 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  house.  It  is  temperate, 
cool,  precise  in  argument  and  expression,  and  not 
less  decisive  as  to  the  offences  which  it  lays  at  Mr. 
Bell's  door  and  conclusively  proves  upon  him. 

It  fiist  arraigns  Mr.  Bell  as  charging  corrupt 
expenditure  on  general  Jackson's  administration 
throughout  the  seven  years  during  which  the  accu- 
ser adhered  to  that  administration.  Mr.  Tiirney 
then  shows  that  Mr.  Bell  voted  for  the  appropria- 
tions wliich  authorized  those  expenditures,  and 
that  the  extraordinary  additions  originated  in  con- 
gress, not  with  the  executive.  He  then  takes  Mr. 
Bell's  admission  of  corrupt  mo'ive  as  good  against 
himself.     That  the   recommendations  of  president 


fortunate  Washington,  was  partially  relieved  hy  i  Jackson  were  pure,  and  designed  for  the  public 
the  discovery  of  several  small  boats  near  the  good,  and  were  so  respected  by  the  Ameriean 
shore,  in  which  the  survivors  of  the  disaster  had  people,  does  not  excuse  th»  man  who  advocated 
been  rescued  from  destruction.  and  pressed    them   to   consummation  in  that  body 

The  alarm  had  been  given  at  Silver  creek,  as  |  especially  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public 
soon  as  llie  flames  were  perceived  from  the  shore,  j  purse,  and  who,  according  to  his  own  showing, 
and  all  the  boats  which  could  be  found,  were  sent  |  voted  the  money  as  a  source  of  corrupt  patronage 
to  the  rescue  of  the  suft'erers.  There  were  only  to  that  ad.ministration  to  which  he  gave  his  nn- 
three  skirt's,  besides  the  yawl  of  the  Washington,  wearied  support  for  seven  years,  while.  ;is  he  prc- 
which  could  be  thus  used.  I  tends,  working  the   abuses   now  complained  of  as 

The  Nortn  .\merica  took  on  board  about  forty  of  fatal  to  the  constitution  and  best  hopes  of  tha 
those  saved,  many  of  whom,  including  all  the  la-  country.  Mr.  Tiirney  tlicn  puts  it  even  to  those 
dies,  remained  on  shore.  There  were  six  dead  bo-  disposed  to  credit  l\ir.  Bell's  evidence,  and  in- 
dies picked  up  on  the  spot — those  of  four  children  quires  how  he  can  be  looked  upon  in  any  other  light 
and  two  women.  One  man  died  ol  his  injuries  than  as  one  of  a  banililli  once  engaged  in  plunder- 
soon  after  reaching  the  shore,  and  one  child  was  ing  the  public,  now  seeking  safety  and  reward  hy 
dead  in  its  mother's  arms  when  she  was  taken  out  appearing  as  the  betrayer  and  .state's  evidence 
of  the  water.  '  agaiuat  his  cooipaQioDS. 
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that  statemerit,  there  is  one  of  so  gross  a  nature, 
so  malignant  in  its  yiurpose,  and  so  well  conceived 
to  iiiinrc,  that  I  niust  insist  upon  having  a  correc- 
tion of  it  inserted  In  your  journal. 

After  reciting  all  the  most  olfensive  points_  of 
attack  in  the  speech  of  my  colleague,  and  leaving 
it  to  be  clearly  implied  that  he  had  commenced  and 
concluded  his  s[ieech  on  the  same  day,  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  proceeds  to  state  that  I  consulted  my 
■pilhw,  and  possibly  my  friends,  as  to  the  response 
to  be  given  to  the  c'liarges  made  against  me  by  my 
colleague;  and  also  that  [  had  made  up  my  mind, 
after  a  Hi^/iCs  deliberation,  ton.eetthe  accusation 
of  my  colleague,  by  getting  up  a  scene  of  persojial 
violence  in  the  house.  Although  the  truth  may 
never  meet  the  eyes  of  a  tenth  part  of  those  who 
will  be  misled  by  the  statement  in  the  Globe,  still 
it  will  be  some'  protection  to  me,  if  it  shall  be 
made  known  to  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Intel 
ligencerthat  my  colleague  concluded  his  speech 
the  morning  alter  he  commenced  it;  that  the  most 
olfensive  parts  of  it  were  reserved  fur  the  conclu- 
sion; and  that  I  rose  to  leply  the  instant  he  sat 
down.  X  will  add.  that  the  idea  of  personal  vio- 
lence, as  the  probable  consequence  of  my  col- 
league's speech,  or  ol  any  notice  I  might  lake  ol 
it,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  never  entered  the  licad  of 
any  of  my  friends,  as  it  certainly  was  not  thought 
of  bv  me',  at  any  time  before  the  instant  of  its  oc- 
currence. 

I  remark  the  suppression  of  a  considerable  por 
tion  of  my  colleague's  speech  as  printed  in  the 
Globe  of  the  same  date,  of  which  I  will  not  com- 
plain; but  I  notice,  also,  th3  absence  of  an  adi-erb 
in  cme  of  the  garbled  extracts  taken  from  a  speech 
delivered  by  me  at  Nashville,  in  the  spring  of  1S35, 
which  is  material  to  the  true  sense  of  the  pa'sage 
quoted.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  speech  to  refer  to, 
and  cannot  speak  with  positive  confidence,  that  1 
am  right  in  this  exception;  but  as  my  colleague 
comments  wilh  much  acrlmon"  upon  the  senti- 
mi-n'  conlained  in  the  extract,  and  as  the  injustice 
of  his  remarks  may  be  made  manifest  by  restorins 
the  true  reading  of  it,  if  a  material  word  is  left 
out,  I  hope  it  will  be  done  in  the  pamphlet  edition 
of  his  speech.  He  will  know  how  to  supply  the 
omission,  if  there  be  one. 
I  am,  gentlemen. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JoHM  Bei.l. 
Messrs.  Gales  ^-  Scalon. 


From  the  "Globe,  of  the  I6//1  inslant. 

TO   THE  PUBLISHERS   OF  THE  GLOBE. 

Gentlemen:  In  Mr.  Bell's  note,  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  yesteiday,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

"I  remark  the  suppression  of  a  consi<lerable  por- 
tion of  my  colleague's  speech  as  printed  in  the 
Globe  of  the  saute  date,  of  which  I  will  not  com- 
plain; but  I  notice,  also,  the  absence  of  an  adverb 
in  one  of  the  garbled  ejflracts  taken  frotn  a  speech 
delivered  by  ine  at  Nashville,  in  the  spring  of  1835, 
which  is  ujaterial  to  the  true  sense  of  the  passage 
quoted.  I  have  no  cofiy  of  the  speech  to  refer  to. 
and  cannot  speak  with  positive  confidence  that  I 
am  right  in  this  exception;  but  as  my  colleague 
comments  with  much  acrimony  upon  the  sentiment 
contained  in  the  extract,  and  as  the  injustice  of  his 
remarks  may  he  made  manifest  by  restoring  the 
true  reading  of  it,  if  a  material  word  is  left  out.  I 
hope  it  will  be  done  in  the  pamphlet  editii>ti  of  his 
speech.  He  will  know  how  to  supjily  the  omission, 
if  there  be  one." 

In  my  speech,  as  published  in  the  Globe,  there  is 
no  suppression  of  the  speech  as  delivered  in  the 
house;  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  omission  of  any  ma- 
terial part  of  the  speech  as  delivered  in  the  house. 
The  published  speech  is,  in  all  substantial  respects, 
the  speech  as  delivered.  Every  fact  and  argument 
used  in  the  speech,  as  I  delivered  it  in  the  house,  is 
contained  in  the  published  speech.  The  precise 
language  used  in  debate  cannot,  in  any  reported 
speech,  be  literally  the  same.  If,  however,  there 
should  be  an  omission  deemed  material,  it  was  al- 
together accidental,  and  is  not  withdrawn. 

The  paragraphs  quoted  from  Mr.  Bell's  Nash- 
ville speech,  are  the  same  which  I  read  in  the  house, 
and  are  correctly  reported  in  the  publi-hed  speech, 
with  the  accidental  omission  in  the  copying  of  a 
word  or  two  in  one  of  them,  which  does  not  change 
the  meaning  of  the  passage.  The  passage  read  in 
the  house  from  the  pamphlet  edition  ol  the  speech, 
is  as  follows: 

"A  man  towards  whom  I  have  never  yet  failed 
in  showing  a  proper  respect,  and  whose  adminis- 
tration I  have  faithfully  supported,  and,  in  every 
instance,  wilh  that  degree  of  zeal  which  could  con- 
sistently and  reasonably  be  expected  from  me." 

The  passage  as  published  in  the  quotation  in  the 
public  speech  is  as  lollows; 

"A  man  towards  whom  I  have  never  yet  failed 
in  showi:ig  a  ])roper  respect,  and  whose  administra- 
tion 1  have  faUhfullij   supported,    and    in  ercnj  in- 


Mr.  Turiiey  next  coiilronts  Mr.  Bell  with  his 
Nashville  speech,  att-^mpting  to  conceal  his  latent 
hostility  to  general  Jackson — hi-  late  New  Eng- 
land speech,  in  which  it  blazed  out — and  his  testi- 
mony before  the  committee,  when  called  to  testify 
as  to  the  corruptions  alleged  against  general  Jack- 
son, lu  the  first  he  denounces  those  who  dared  to 
suspect  his  fidelity  and  sincere  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  the  late  president— boasts  of  his  de- 
votion to  the  administration  and  its  measures 
throughout  their  seven  years'  development,  and 
treated  with  scorn  all  imputations  on  his  sincerity 
in  this  respect,  as  vain  attempts  to  drive  him  from 
the  cause  witli  which  he,  in  common  with  general 
Jackson,  was  identified  througout  the  course  of 
an  administration  wdiieh  he  had  sustained  at  every 
step  in  congress.  From  the  New  England  speech 
Mr.  Turney  quoted  toshow,that  a.s?i'cn  .!/«<"'s'train 
of  corruption  was  imputed  to  the  chief  whom  he 
pretended  so  faithfully  to  serve;  and  from  his 
deposition  on  oath  before  the  committee  to  which 
he  was  sworn  to  tell  "the  whole  truth,"  reference 
is  made,  proving  that  Mr.  Bcdl  swore  off  the  im- 
putations of  coiTuptiou  v,;hich  he  had  made  before 
the  public  against  general  Jackson  in  his  .-peeches. 
In  this  aspect  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Tirrney  in- 
tended to  leave  to  Mr.  Bell  nothing  but  the  di- 
lemma of  suppressing  on  oath  to  the  commit'ee,  or 
speaking  falsely  in  addressing  his  federal  friends. 

Mr.  Turney  then  conies  to  the  queslion  of  the 
motives  of  his  colleague  in  the  abandonment  and 
abuse  of  general  Jackson,  and  hisconversion  to  the 
federal  party  and  all  its  policy.  And  here  again 
a  naked  alternative  is  presented  in  the  speech. 
Mr.  Turney  alludes  to  the  $53,000,  recorded  in 
Mr.  Tyler's  i-eport,  as  received  from  the  United 
Slates  bank  by  a  certaiii  one,  but  a  nameless  mem- 
ber of  congress,  residing  at  Nashville;  and  to  polit- 
ical rewards,  which  Mr.  Bell  showed  himself  noth- 
ing loth  to  receive  from  the  opposition— and  inti- 
mates that  one  or  both  may  serve  to  account  for  a 
change  by  which  alone  they  could  be  deserved. 
Mr.  Bell  consulted  his  pillow,  and  possibly  some 
1-^ss  sik-nt  friends,  as  to  the  response  to  be  given  to 
charo-es  so  gravely,  firmly,  and  demonstratively 
urged,  and  in  u  manner  which  parliamentary  lorm? 


authorized.  He  made  up  his  mind,  after  a  night's 
deliberation,  to  meet  the  solemn  and  well  vouched 
accusations  of  his  antagonist,  by  producing  a  scene 
in  Ihe  hall  of  the  representatives  which  would  have 
been  iiisreputable  among  gentlemen  in  the  bar- 
room of  a  tavern.  Mr.  Bell  abused  the  speaker  of 
the  house  and  a  senator  from  Tennessee,  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Turney  "  a  scavenger,"  "a  tool  of 
tools;"  and  when  Mr.  Turney  characterized  his 
assertions  as  he  knew  they  ought  to  be,  resolved  to 
make  it  an  "  u^i/ic"  of  iisticuh's !  He  struck  at 
Mr.  Turney,  but  did  not  reach  him.  The  personal 
assault  was  repelled,  and  Mr.  Bell  instantly  found 
himself  in  the  arms  of  his  friends.  Certainly  no 
place  can  be  so  safe  to  adjust  an  alfair  of  honor  as 
the  floor  of  the  house;  but  surely  it  does  not  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  a  national  legislative  as- 
sembly, to  be  made  the  theatre  of  this  mode  of  ad- 
justing differences.  Mr.  Bell,  as  the  aggrieved 
party,  seems  considerately  to  have  brought  him- 
self to  the  conclusion  that  he  must  try  the  issue 
of  character  presented  in  Mr.  Turney's  remarks  by 
battle;  and  although  we  will  not  deny  his  right,  tir 
object  to  the  comparatively  liarinless  mode  resolved 
on,  yet  we  must  say  that  it  was  altogether  unbe- 
coming in  one  aspiring  to  the  speaker's  chair,  first 
to  attack  the  speaiier  who  had  superceded  him,  and 
then  insult  the  house  itself,  by  beginning  an  atfray, 
which,  while  the  single  instance  is  calculated  to 
lessen  its  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  tends, 
in  its  example,  to  disorganize  and  destroy  the  body 
by  breaking  down  that  sacred  resrard  to  decorum, 
which  alone  prevents  personal  and  party  alterca- 
tions from  ending  like  tavern  brands;  or  what  is 
called  at  the  cock-pit,  0  battle  royal. 

The  speaker,  who  was  not  in  the  chair  (the 
house  being  in  committee)  when  Mr.  Bell  directed 
his  abuse  towards  him,  acted  properly  in  not  no- 
ticing him  at  all.  It  is  his  duty  to  discountenance 
every  tiling  which  tends,  in  any  way,  to  the  sort  of 
arbitrament  in  which  Mr.  Bell  W'uild  resolve  the 
business  of  congress.  To  maintain  Ihe  decorum 
and  ilignity  of  the  body,  tliere  is  nothing  left  when 
a  member  wantonly,  and  without  pretext,  insults 
the  house  and  its  presiding  officer,  but  utter  con- 
tempt for  the  assailant,  or  his  expulsion. 


s/hiicc,  wilh  that  degree  of  zeal  which    could    rea 
sonably  be  expected  from  me.''' 

The  olher  paragraphs  quoted  in  the  Globe  are 
literal  and  correct  copies.  All  the  jiassages  were 
correctly  read  in  tlie  hoiiae,  and  those  parts  only 
which  were  read  were  published  in  the  Globe.  I 
did  not  wish  I0  fatigue  the  house  by  reading  more 
lengthy  extracts,  but  such  parts  only  as  were  ma- 
terial, and  in  point.  The  parts  read  and  quoted  in 
my  printed  speech,  contain  each  a  distinct  point, 
and  are  not  garbled  extracts.  To  show  that  they 
are  not,  i  append  hereto  more  extended  extracts 
from  Miat  speech  than  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
quote  in  debate,  and  which  I  request  may  be  pub- 
lished, to  show  that  no  injustice  was  done  Mr.  Bell 
in  selecting  the  extracts  which  I  did  quote. 

Hop.    L.    TUBNEY. 

Washington,  June  16,  1838. 

Extracts  from  the  "Speech  of  John  Bell,  delivered  at 
Vaux  Hull  Garden,  Nashville,  on  the  23rf  of  May, 
IS.SS." 

"The  elections  last  fall  terminated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as,  in  the  judgment  of  all  men  of  observation, 
to  defeat,  absolutely  and  without  hope,  the  pros- 
pects of  any  candidate  of  the  opposition  for  the 
presidency.  That  any  man,  or  the  friends  of  any 
man,  since  the  days  of  Washington,  should  expect 
that  he  would  be  'permitted  to  be  advanced  to  the 
presidential  chair,  without  a  rival  or  competitor,  is 
hardly  creditable.  It  was  as  certain,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  that  Mr.  Van  Bureii  would  have 
a  competitor,  in  the  ranks  of  the  dominant  party, 
the  moment  the  opposition,  as  a  party,  were  pros- 
trated, as  that  llowers  should  put  forlb  upon  the  re- 
turn of  spring.  The  notice  which  had  already  been 
taken  of  judge  White,  in  many  districts  of  the 
southwest,  pointed  him  out  to  the  public  as  that 
competitor.''' 

"It  cannot  be  objected  that  general  Jackson  or 
his  administration  is,  or  can  be  seriously  affected 
by  a  contest  between  two  of  his  friends  for  the  suc- 
cession. General  Jackson  has  been  eminerdly  suc- 
ce.ssful  and  triumphant  in  all  his  measures.  It  is 
one  of  the  happy  consequences  of  his  great  success, 
that  the  friends  ol  his  administra*ion  may  choose 
from  amont;  the  whole  number  of  his  friends, 
whom  they  prefer  to  succeed  him  safely,  and  with- 
out danger  to  his  administration.  He  yet  possesses 
a  vast  and  undoubted  control  and  influence  in  the 
country.  It  cannot  be  disputed  that  there  are  thou- 
sands in  the  United  States,  who  have  such  nii- 
bounded  confidence,  not  only  in  his  honesty,  but  i;i 
his  general  sagacity,  and  his  intelligence  upon  all 
siibjects,  as  to  be  ready  to  yield  up  their  own  judg- 
ments, in  deference  to'his,  upon  any  political  ques- 
tion which  may  arise.  The  friends  of  judge  White, 
therefore,  upon  grounds  of  policy,  if  upon  no  other, 
and  better  ones,''will  not  seek  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  gen.  Jackson's  administration,  or  to  de- 
feat or  unsettle  any  of  these  great  questions  on 
which  he  has  acquired  so  much  of  bis  present 
power  and  influeiice  in  Ihe  country.  They  would 
be  madmen  to  do  so.  The  triilh  is,  it  is  their  in- 
terest, anil,  so  farasthey  are  acting  in  view  of  prin- 
ciple, it  is  the  interest  of  the  country,  that  they 
should  conciliate  general  Jackson,  ami  the  people 
of  every  section  who  have  such  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  him,  by  every  means,  consistently  and 
honorably,  in  Ihe'ir  power.  This  is  so  obviously 
their  policy,  that  we  see  some  of  the  partisan  presses 
of  his  com'petitor  employing  their  address  to  drive 
them  to  an  opposite  course — practising  every  spe- 
cies of  provocation  and  insult,  by  which  they  may 
hope  to  throw  judge  White's  frie'nds  into  the  oppo- 
silion  ranks.  Opposition  to  the  administration  of 
gen.  Jackson,  is  the  course  which  the  worst  ene- 
mies of  jndee  White  desire  his  friends  to  adopt; 
they  are  so  anxious  on  this  point  that  they  appear 
determined  to  put  judje  White  and  his  friends  in 
the  opposition,  whether  Ihey  will  or  not.  But  gen- 
tlemen, the  friends  of  judge  White  will  adhere  to 
general  Jackson,  and  his  administration,  from  con- 
sistency, and  a  respect  for  their  own  character;  and 
because  they  will  be  supporting  their  own  princi- 
ples upon  all  questions,  properly  administrative  in 
their  nature,  which  have  arisen  or  are  likely  to 
arise.  They  know  too  well  how  to  bestow  their 
ammunition'  to  waste  it— by  firing  into  a  bomb- 
proof battery.  It  cannot  be  even  plausibly  object- 
ed, that  judge  White  may  not  be  expected  lo  carry 
out  the  principles  of  the  present  administration,  so 
far  as  depends  upon  him.  If  we  run  a  parallel  be- 
tween him  and  his  competitor  upcm  this  point,  and 
calculate  the  probaljilities,  we  shall  find  that  the 
chances  are  in  favor  of  judge  White.  He  has  been 
consistent  in  the  suiiport  of  his  present  principles 
and  the  principles  of  the  administration;  his  compe- 
titor has  not.  If  it  shall  be  said  that  the  friends 
and  supporters  of  judge  White  are  not  likely  to  be 
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such  as  will  sustain  his  principlt-s,  I  answer  that 
they  are  more  likely  to  be  honiojjencons  in  senti- 
ment than  the  sn[>porters  ot  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  so  tar 
as  principle  is  concerned.  ShoulJ  jii(ti;e  White 
prevail  In  the  contest  over  his  opponent,  surely  the 
great  democratic  states,  which  it  is  saiil  will  sup- 
port .Mr.  Van  Bnren,  will  not  desert  Iheir  princi- 
ples because  their  favorite  leader  shall  have  lo?t  his 
election.  Their  cherish  d  democratic  principles 
will  undoubtedly  continue  dear  to  them  umler  the 
leail  ot  jtid^e  White;  unless  then  the  great  boily  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  Irienils  shall  desert  their  princi- 
ples, the  den>ocracy  of  the  country  will  still  be 
triumphant." 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  I'lll'.STO.V, 

OF    SOUTH    CAP.0I-I\".\, 

On  Ihe  treisiinj  note  bill.     Delii-crtd  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  Sliiles,  on  the  \ffl/i  of  Mni/,  1S38. 
'I'he  sen.ite  having  taken  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  issue  ol  the  trea-'ury  notes,  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  government — 

iMr.  Prcslon  ssid  he  was  altogether  indisposed  to 
mi.x  up  a  discussion  of  the  snb-lrcasury  project 
with  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  bill  now  before  the 
senate  to  provide  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 
With  the  hard  money  part  of  that  project  he  had  no 
sympathy  during  its  short,  but  feverish  existence; 
and  now,  being  dead,  he  would  be  silent  concern- 
ing it.  ••yil  dr  moitnia  nisi  bonnm."  By  a  very 
derisive  vote,  of  31  to  21,  we  are,  said  Mr.'P.  fully 
relieved  from  all  further  (/isciis.sion  of  this  .scheme, 
however  uiiieli  its  mourning  lriend.s  may  be  in- 
dulged in  eulogy  and  rnonorly.  There  is  now  a  real 
»nd  praclicil  question  before  us,  which  we  are 
pressed  to  decide  with  breathless  haste,  at  once; 
lor  if  we  delay  a  moment,  honorable  gentlemen  tell 
us  the  i;overnment  is  about  to  he  precipitated  into 
aguil  of  bankruptcy,  from  nhieh  it  can  b'  rescued 
only  by  our  utmost  ipeed.  It  is  now  Friday  eve- 
ning; I'he  general  government  of  the  United  States 
cannot  pay  oil  its  laborers  to  morrow  evening  with- 
out this  bill.  Without  this  bill  the  hod-carrier  at 
the  public  buildings  must  £0  without  his  Sunday 
dinner.  If  we  do  not  pass  this  bill  now,  this  in- 
stant, tlie  government  is  disgraced,  the  public  faith 
violated;  tliere  is  no  alternative — ilisgrace.  or  this 
bill,  this  identical  bill,  just  as  it  stands,  wilhout 
substitute,  alteration,  or  amendment  of  any  kind; 
and  he  who  will  not  at  once  eagerly  take  it,  just 
as  presented,  is  little  less  than  a  tra'itor.  Such  is 
the  langua:;e  of  gentlemen.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
I  am  not  altogether  content  with  this  bold  iirgin" 
by  the  administration  of  ils  own  neglijence  and 
incompetency,  as  reasons  why  wc  slioulil  not  de- 
liberate; that,  b.-canse  tliey  have  not  done  their 
duly,  ue  should  not  ilo  ours;  that,  because  their 
prodigality  has  exhausted  your  treasury,  and  Iheir 
nei;lij;ince  has  not  announced  that  lad  until 
■II  the  last  moment,  we  should  be  deprived 
of  all  discretion  upon  the  ways  and  means,  and 
hastily  to  regiiter  the  edicts  of  the  executive. 
That  poition  of  the  senate  w  hich,  either  from  hahil 
or  from  recent  illumination,  believe  in  executive 
inf.illibility,  may  well  believe  that  all  discussion  of 
ulive  recommendations  is  very  useless,  and, 
perhaps,  very  impolite;  but  it  is  pushing  this  com- 
placency and  acqui»-scence  very  far  when  a  similar 
sclf-saci  ifice  is  demanded  of  Ihose  who  neither  have 
the  habit,  nor  have  seen  the  apocalypse. 

I  by  no  means,  sir,  desire  to  slop  the  supplies  of 
government,  believing  that  it  is  our  duty  at  all 
limes  to  make  such  appropriations  as  maybe  ne- 
;essTry  and  proper  to  sustain  its  aclion.  If  we 
hould  refise  to  vote  a  competent  salary  for  the 
president  or  the  judges,  we  would  unquestionably 
i-iolite  the  constitution  by  omiltinj  an  importatit 
luly.  But  it  is  a  very  diiferent  qu-slion  how  the 
money  to  discharge  these  salaries  should  be  raised. 
We  must  adopt  some  morff;  what  it  should  be  is 
uldressed  to  our  discri'tion.  The  annuncialion  of 
;hese  truisms  would  be  ridiculous,  lint  lor  the  vir- 
ual  denial  of  them  implied  in  the  lancruage  of  sena- 
ors  who  hold  that  opposition  to  the  issuing  of  ten 
Billions  of  treasury  bills  is  the  advocacy  of  govern- 
Betil  insoh'ency. 

For  one,  sir,  1  should  hold  myself  uniltv  of  a  gross 
.■iol.iliou  of  public  duty  if  I  wilbheld  the  supplies 
leces^ary;  and  I  should  hold  myself  equally  jjiiilly 
)f  a  ■;ross  violalion  of  piiblic  duty  il  I  voted  for 
his  bill;  an/i  I  never  will,  under  any  pressure,  how- 
■ver  broUi:lit  upon  me.  whether,  like  the  present,  it 
le  either  the  result  of  incapacily  orof  a  purpose  to 
nake  an  einerjeiicy,  neither  in  war  nor  in  peace, 
vill  I  ever  vote  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes, 
(ills  of  credit,  concealed  Irans.  continentaTmoney. 
Th"  argument  for  the  bill  is  the  haste  necessary. 
Those  who  iirje  the  ?iecessili/,  ui!;e  it  as  an  ar^ii- 
neiit.  The  necessity  is  pei  haps  made  for  tlie  sake 
■fthe  argument.  Tlie  breatliless  haste  w  Ith  which 
be  chairman  came  running  into  the  hall  with  the 


bill,  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  and  his  (ricnds  had 
been  taken  altogether  by  siirpiise;  that  bankruptcy 
had  slily  crept  up  unawares,  and  was  about  to 
pounce  upon  them  by  one  portentous  leap.  Why 
has  not  this  state  •  f  things  been  foreseen  and  fore- 
armed against?  Why  have  we  not  been  provided 
with  a  system  of  finance  to  relieve  us  from  these 
paltry  expedients — this  living  Irom  hand  lo  mouth? 
Here,  in  the  sixth  month  of  Ihe  session,  Ihe  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  comes  intocongre.-s  with 
a  beggarly  account  ot  empty  boxes;  snpplicaling 
congress  lo  dismiss  all  other  matters,  and  hasten  to 
the  relief  of  the  government.  Why  have  you 
permitted  this  pitiable  and  disgraceful  spectacle, 
now  for  the  first  lime  exhibited,  of  the  president 
warning  congress  of  Ihe  government  bankruptcy? 
There  is  no  excuse  for,  no  palliation  of,  this  unpre- 
cedented negligence  and  incapacity.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  stated  to  us  the  other  dav, 
when  he  proposed  the  sale  of  the  United  Slates 
Bank  bonds,  that  il  was  all  the  senate  could  do  to- 
wards replenishing  the  treasury.  II  this  were  true, 
as  it  is  no',  why  was  not  this  measure  produced 
early  enough  to  avoid  this  shanielul  crisis?  Why 
were  not  the  proceeds  of  those  bonds  now  in  the 
treasury?  Why  was  not  this  very  bill  introduced 
into  this  body,  as  it  was  at  the  extra  session,  when 
our  constitutional  inhibition  of  originalin;;  a  money 
hill  was  not  permilted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
gentleman?  If  this  had  been  done,  we  should  have 
been  allowed  breathing  lime.  But  this  is  all  the 
senator  could  have  done.  I,et  me  call  your  atten- 
tion, sir,  to  Ihe  first  sentence  of  the  president's  ur- 
gent message.     He  says: 

"I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  congress  a 
statement  prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, by  which  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
iritU  over  tiicnty  eielit  millions  in  dcposile  with  Ihe 
sliile!!.  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  individuals 
and  banks,  are,  from  the  situation  in  which  those 
funds  are  jdaced,  in  immediate  danger  of  beiiii; 
rendered  unable  to  discharge,  with  good  faith  and 
piomplitiide,  the  various  pecuniary  obligations  ol 
the  government." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  competent  lo  the  senate  to  origi- 1 
nate  measures  to  recall  these  deposites  from  the  1 
states — as  :nuch  within  the  powers  of  this  as  of  the 
other  house.  The  administration  members  who 
have  possession  of  both  branches  might  have  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  either  to  demand  the  whole,  or  any 
portion,  of  Ihese  28  millions;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
their  shtinkiiitr  from  Ihisobvious  course  is  a  reason 
why  we  should  look  with  suspicion  upon  the  pro- 
posed measure.  Why  do  not  uentlemen  call  on  the 
slates  for  Ihose  deposites  which  are  thus  set  forth 
by  the  president?  is  a  question  which  siiijirests  very 
serious  rellectioris.  A  bill  introduced  in  due  sea- 
son would  have  repliuiisheil  Ihe  treasury  by  this 
lime,  for  the  legislatures  of  many  ol  the  states  have 
been  in  session  until  recently,  and  all  have  been  in 
session  since  the  meelinp:  of  congress,  and  since 
Ihe  present  condition  of  things  was  foreseen'  by 
every  body  except,  perhaps,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

When,  at  the  extra  session,  the  first  bill  for  the 
creation  of  government  paper  money  was  before  *is, 
I  suggested  and  urged  the  propriety  of  drawing 
upon  Ihe  deposites  in  the  states.  The  idea  seeineil 
to  meet  with  some  favor  Iroin  the  admiiiistratioii 
side;  but  it  was  said  we  have  no  time — the  case  is 
loo  urgent;  and  this  is  to  be  a  single  instance  of  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  not  to  he  followed  up.  Now 
there  is  a  secoinl  instance;  time  urges  again;  bank- 
ruptcy has  surprised  gentlemen  twice  a  year;  and 
twice  we  are  called  upon  for  treasury  notes,  und"r 
the  subterfuge  of  haste.  Why  is  this,  .Mr.  Presi- 
dent? Why  this  puerile  pretext,  which,  if  it  were 
ausht  but  a  pretext,  is  such  an  avowal  of  incompe- 
tency as  should  be  followed  up  by  the  resignation 
of  all  concerned? 

The  alternative  for  those  who  govern  us  is  ol 
Iraiiil  or  fcdly.  But  I  b.-lieve.  Mr.  President,  there 
is  not  much  difficulty  in  ascertainini;  Ihe  tr  re  cause 
of  this  relirctance  to  demand  the  deposites,  and  w  il- 
liii^ncss  to  issue  the  treasury  notes.  The  issiiin:; 
of  treasury  notes  is  a  quiet,  unostentatious  proceed- 
in:;,  rousing  neither  indiudiials  nor  states.  You 
silently  gei  the  desireil  sweets  without  excitinij  the 
swarm.  wherea«,  if  you  demanil  the  deposites  it  is 
striking  Ihe  hive,  and  all  the  inmates  are  forthwith 
about  your  ears. 

If  you  ventured  to  call  upon  the  slates,  they  v»-oiild 
turn  upon  von  and  inquire,  for  what  purpose  is  all  this 
money  wanted?  What  measure  have  bronsrht  yon 
to  this  condilioii?  In  short,  by  makinj  this  call, 
yon  would  eliecl  what  was  a  prime  object  of  thi' 
rlepositn  law;  you  would  excite  Ihe  vigilance  of  Ihe 
states,  and  m'ake  them,  to  use  the  phrase  of  the 
limMS.  antajonist  to  your  prodigality;  a  prodignlil\ 
which  no  country  could  less  bear,  and  no  adminis- 
tration ever  stood  so  much  in  need  of     Broken  and 


I  tumbling  to  pieces  as  you  are,  you  stand  in  need  of 
prodigal  appropriations  to  buy  olf  Ihe  vengeance 
which  your  prodigality  has  brought  upon  you. 
I  You  seek  to  purchase  silence  ii|i»n  your  spemllhrilt 
ilisbursements  by  more  extravagant  exnendiliires. 
There  is  not  on*  srnple  act  of  retrenchment  per- 
formerl  or  in  promess.  There  is  no  pretence  of 
ecoiiomy.  The  deparlm.rit  asks  for  twenty-two 
millions;  when  it  is  known  that  when  these  reform- 
ers and  retrenclieis  came  into  power,  twelve  mil- 
lions were  enoiich;  and  besides  this  aiidacir  ns  de- 
mand— from  those  who,  it  was  proclaimed  for  their 
country's  good,  would  be,  with  miraculous  speed, 

the  most  economical  of  all  possible   polilicmns 

there  are  now  hills  before  us.  proprsin;;  appropria- 
tions of  more  than  forty  millions.  No  one  has  pro- 
posed lo  cut  oil  any  branch  c-f  extravagance,  and  no 
party  measure  has  been  proposed  to  oiganize  a  sys- 
tem of  economy.  Are  there  any  propositions 
ot  reform?  An\  commilteesot  retrenchment?  Yon 
have  not  given  up  one  ol  your  useless  and  corrupt- 
ing projects.  Not  a  harbor;  not  a  liuh-house;  not 
a  pension;  not  ev.m  your  notoriously  useless  Cum- 
berland road.  In  trnlli.  sir,  you  dare  not;  this  ad- 
ministration cannot  give  up  any  one  means  of 
inlluence  and  curruption.  My  colleague  proved,  in 
a  masterly  report  a  few  years  since,  that  its  founda- 
tions were  In  money  and  patronaire;  take  those 
away,  and  Ihe  swift  deslnidion  which  in  spite  of 
power  and  patronase  is  coming  upon  it,  will  over- 
whelm it  in  Ihe  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

The  admini'tralion  can  ntilh.r  restrain  its  prodi- 
gality nor  permit  the  people  lo  know  it.  They 
dare  not  rouse  tin-  anta-onist  vigilance  of  the  stales, 
and  therefore  nsorl  lo  indiiect  by.wa\s  of  raising 
a  revenue.  All  that  is  w  anied  is,'  ti.e  silent  hand  of 
the  ensravcr,  a  little  ink  and  paper.  It  is  a  most 
noiseless  operation.  "Let  the  people  shin  her  on 
in  sweet  repose.  Heaven  forbid  thai  we  should 
wake  Ihem." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is  exaellv  what  I  He- 
sire.  I  wish  the  people  lo  know  and  feel  what  yon 
aie  doing.  I  desire  to  see  a  main  object  of  the  de- 
posite  l.iw  accomplished.  A  direct'appi'al  to  the 
states  anil  the  people  for  money  would  be  a  n  al  and 
efficient  check,  not  only  upon  your  exlraya^allce, 
but  upon  all  your  misdeeds,  for  it  will  immi dialely 
create  a  spirit  of  scrupulous  investigalion  into  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  government.  1  believe,  sir, 
that  a  necessity  of  raising  your  revenue  at  all  times 
by  ilirecl  taxation  would  be  in  itself  a  more  search- 
ing and  vivifying  principle  of  libeity  than  all  the 
checks  and  guards  of  the  ronsiitii'lion,  however 
wisely  conceived.  To  Ihe  mystifying  influence  of 
indirect  taxation  you  now  propose  to  add  Ihe  still 
more  remote,  silent,  and  iinintellisiblc  process  of 
creating  money.  You  shrink,  altoffi-ther,  within 
yourself.  You  plunge  into  the  dark  recesses  of 
your  safes  and  dungeons  to  counterleii  money,  be- 
cause you  are  aliaid  to  ask  the  people  lor  it.  ' 

One  year  has  alreaily  illustrated  the  fatal  tenden- 
cy and  inevitable  destiny  of  this  system  of  making 
money.  The  issue  al  the  extra  session  was  said  to 
be  temporary,  and  but  for  a  short  season.  You 
row  are  about  to  repeat  it.  You  will  do  it  again 
and  again.  You  will  expanil  and  extend  your  is- 
sues. You  will  push  Ihem,  as  all  governmenls  have 
in  all  ages,  to  extreme;  to  depreciation.  You  have 
tasted  once  of  this  intoxicating  draught,  and  now 
return  to  it  with  a  keen  relish;  again  you  will  col- 
lapse, and  again  return  to  it.  Even  now  tlii're  are 
strong  symptoms  that  this  luscious  and  exhilarating 
beverage  is  beginning  to  be  considered  as  a  regular 
ingredient  of  the  government  dietetics.  It  begins 
to  be  wliispereil  that  a  permanent  system  of  govern- 
ment paper  may  not  be  that  wrelcherl  parent  of 
piiblic  and  private  deinoialization  which  all  lime 
has  proved  it  to  bo,  and  peihaps  one  iridiicf ment 
lor  jiropcsing  Ihe  present  measure  may  b-  to  fami- 
liarize the  public  ininil  by  degrees  lo  what  no  one 
would  dare  openly  avow  as  the  ultimate  object  of 
the  administration,  viz.  Ihe  establishment  of  a  go- 
vernment paper  currency.  It  is  necessary  to  ap- 
proach this  consummation  w;.rily.  The  people 
have  some  ugly  reminiscences  of'conlinental  mo- 
ney. They  have  heard  of  the  French  assignats. 
Many  remember  Ihe  North  Carolina  proc  rr.oney. 
They  would  be  shocked  with  the  "heinous"  mien 
of  this  "monster"  if  Ihe  veil  were  suddenly  drop. 
ped.  But  if  they  can  be  brought  lo  "emliire"  it, 
why,  in  Ihe  regular  progress  ol  inoial  degiadation, 
they  may  at  length  be  biooghl  to  "enibrace"  it. 
Anil  when  the  country  is  debauched  into  this  em- 
brace,  when  we  are  hVought  to  agree  that  this  go- 
vernment sl-.all  crifale  ils  own  funds,  for  ils  own 
purposes,  I  would  not  give  yon  a  banbee  lor  you 
constitution.  Its  check",  liniitation.a,  and  reslric- 
lioni,  are  a  mere  inrcln  ry.  Whr  n  ihe  gnverninent 
can  make  money  ad  liOilvm,  it  will  spend  it  ad  ti. 
bilum. 
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I  am  very  strongly  |,ersuaded  that  yoii  have  no 
power  under  the  conslitntioii  to  issue  treasury  notes. 
My  colleague  states  that  he  iiitends  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  but  would,  by  no  means,  under  any  circuin- 
stances,  in  war  or  in  peace,  vote  for  a  loan.  This 
most  emphatic  declaration  of  his  opinion  that  the 
proposed  measure  is  not  a  loan  leaves  it  upon  the 
fooling  of  paper  issued  upon  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment; and  all  parties  admit  that  it  is  intended 
for  circulation.  These  tv\o  qualities  combineil 
make  the  definition  of  bills  of  credit;  and  such,  sir, 
we  have  no  power  to  issue  under  the  constitution. 
And,  in  the  first  place,  appealing  to  tlie  highest 
canon  of  constitutional  construction,  I  demand  that 
the  power  be  pointed  out  to  me.  Wiiere  is  it? 
Where  is  your  authority  to  issue  bills  of  credit?  It 
is  e.Kpressly  prohibited  to  the  states;  is  it  expiessly 
given  to  this  government?  Whatever  was  so  sub- 
stantive as  to  require  express  prohibition  to  the 
states,  was  sufficiently  substantive  to  require  ex- 
press grant  to  the  lederal  government.  The  silence 
of  the  convention  in  one  case  is  as  emphatic  as  its 
language  in  the  other.  This  government,  to  be 
sure,  has  the  power  of  raising  money,  but  it  is  a 
definite  power,  limited  to  certain  objects,  and  cir-  ' 
cumscribed  also  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  it.  There 
are  two  modes  of  raising  money  permitted  by  the 
con-titiiti on:  1st,  by  laying  and  collecting  taxes, 
imposts,  kc;  2il,  by  borrowing  money. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay,  &c.;  congress 
shall  have  power  to  borrow  money.  There  the 
powers  of  congress  cease.  It  is  not  added  that 
congress  sh  ill  have  povver  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 
If  the  power  to  raise  money  had  been  granted  in 
general  terms,  it  might  have  been  urged,  with  some 
plausibility,  that  all  modes  of  doing  it  were  includ- 
ed in  the  grant.  But  the  modes  are  themselves  the 
subjects  of  express  grant  and  enumeration;  by  a 
clear  rule  of  construction,  an  enumeration  of  some 
particulars  excludes  those  not  enumerated;  and  the 
application  of  this  rule  is  especially  strong  in  the 
presenc  case,  from  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the 
convention  bills  of  credit  were  the  most  frequent 
and  ta  niliar  mode  of  raising  money;  and  their  in- 
tended exclusion  might  be  stiongly  inlerred  from 
the  odium  into  which  they  had  justly  fallen.  The 
modes  expressly  authorized  in  the  constitution  are 
abundantly  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
The  pjwer  of  taxation  is  that  of  confiscating  the 
property  of  the  country  for  tile  purposes  of  govern- 
ment. The  power  of  boriowing  is  limited  only  by 
the  extent  of  the  government  credit.  Surely  this  is 
enough  for  all  honest  and  legitimate  purposes. — ■ 
There  are  practical  restrictions  on  both  these  grants 
of  a  very  ellicient  character:  upon  that  of  borrow- 
ing, the  want  of  credit,  if  it  be  wantonly  pushed; 
upon  that  of  taxation,  the  resistance  of  the  people 
taxed;  but,  upon  the  assumed  power  of  emitting 
bilh  of  credit  there  is  no  restraint  resulting  from 
the  nature  of  things.  The  will  or  the  wantonness 
of  government  prescribes  their  own  bounds — 
bounds  that  never  have,  and  never  will  be  ascertain- 
ed, but  in  the  utter  exhaustion  of  a  totally  depreci- 
ated currency.  But  the  argument  against  the  pow- 
er does  not  rest  exclusively  upon  the  application  of 
these  obvious  rules  of  construction;  it  derivesgreat 
strength  from  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
upon  the  subject  of  bills  of  credit;  and  places  the 
objection  upon  grounds  which  must,  at  least,  be 
conclusive  to  all  who  hold  a  United  States  bank  to 
be  unconstitutional. 

The  denial  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  insti- 
tution rests  mainly  upon  these  two  grounds:  1st. 
That  no  grant  of  power  to  create  a  bank  is  found 
in  the  constitution.  And,  2d.  That,  in  convention, 
the  pro|iosition  to  endow  this  government  with  the 
power  to  create  corporations  vvas  negatived.  Both 
objections  lie  against  bills  of  credit.  The  proposi- 
tion granting  such  a  power  to  congress  was  express- 
ly made  to  the  convention  by  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee; it  was  fully  discussed,  and  rejected.  Lu- 
ther Martin  reports  the  various  views  taken.  He 
himself  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  consi- 
dered the  proceeding  of  the  convention,  in  denying 
tliis  power,  as  an  unwise  restriction  upon  the  pow- 
ers of  congress.  I  refrain,  Mr.  President,  from 
pushing  this  argument  into  any  further  detail,  as 
the  ground  his  already  been  fully  and  ably  occupied 
by  a  member  fro:n  South  Carolina,  in  the  other 
house,  to  whose  views  I  could  add  nothing.  H'^ 
and  my  most  worthy  and  most  republican  friend, 
the  venerable  senator  from  Tennessee,  have  prece- 
ded and  given  me  the  sanction  of  their  authority  for 
this  position.  Although  inv  colleague  considers 
this  bill  as  by  no  means  a  bnrrowingof  money,  gen- 
tlemen who  act  with  him  contend  that  it  is,  in  effect 
and  substance,  a  mode  of  making  a  loan.  If  that 
be  so,  sir,  it  is  not  the  less  iinconslitulional;  for  it 
has  the  form  ami  semblance  of  bills  ofcredit.  And 
although  bill?  of  credit  may  be,  in  effect  and  sub- 
stance^ a  loan,  they  are  not  the  less  unconstitution- 


al; for  the  constitution  prescribes  the  form  and 
manner  of  raising  money.  It  allows  you  no  discre- 
tion as  to  the  form  and  manner.  If  this  be  sub- 
stantially a  loan,  borrow  the  money,  as  the  constitu- 
tion directs  you. 

But  it  is  objected  that  borrowing  money  is  a  dan- 
gerous expedient,  inasmuch  as  it  creates  a  national 
debt,  and  therefore  that  bills  of  credit  are  better. 
So  thought  not  the  convention;  and,  for  my  part, 
(though  I  have  no  fancy  lor  a  national  debt,)  I 
would  rather  encounter  it  than  be  wise  beyond  the 
constitution.  Whetlier  the  issuing  of  bills  of  cre- 
dit does  not  create  a  debt  equally  with  the  borrow- 
ing of  money,  I  shall  inquire  by  and  by.  For  the 
present,  I  have  to  say  that  I  greatly  prefer  the  plan 
of  borrowing,  not  only  because  it  is  prescribed  in 
the  constitution,  (always  sufficient  for  me,)  but 
because  it  brings  you  fairly  belbre  the  people,  drags 
yon  from  your  lurking  places,  overrules  your  pleas 
in  abatement,  and  puts  you  at  the  bar  of  your  coun- 
try. Yes,  Mr.  President,  go  to  the  people,  the  peo- 
ple whose  money  you  have  squandered,  whose  com- 
merce you  have  broken  down,  whose  riches  you 
have  destroyed,  go  and  ask  them,  in  the  constitu- 
tional modes  which  they  have  prescribed,  for  more 
money.  If  you  desire  to  avoid  any  thing  but  the 
appearance  of  a  national  debt,  advance  boldly  to  the 


foresee  or  prudence  avert — what  is  our  duty?  Why, 
to  do  what  is  necess.iry  to  pass  the  crisis,  and 
nothing  more,  until  ue  can  sit  down  coolly  and  de- 
vise the  most  appropriate  uieasur.  s.  And  this  is 
the  course  indicated  by  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts.  He  proposts 
lo  grant  two  millions  of  treasury  notes,  which  will 
relieve  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  governiient, 
and  allow  us  time  to  look  about  us.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
believe  that  a  hesitating  anil  stinted  allowance,  from 
time  to  time,  just  enough  lo  keep  us  along,  might 
tend  to  enforce  a  wise  lesson  of  practical  economy. 
We  have  I  mg  wasted  our  siibslanee  with  riotous 
living,  and  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  be  reduced  to 
husks  for  a  season,  that  we  may  be  brouglit  to  ac- 
knowledge our  sins.  Und.'ul'tedly,  Mr.  President, 
when  we  do  so,  and  return  to  the  safe  precepts  of 
our  fathers,  we  shall  be  again  in  the  midst  of  com- 
fort and  ahundance.  But  this  consummation  will 
be  jtostponed  yet  for  a  year  or  two;  and  for  that 
time,  perh.-.ps,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide.  I, 
sir,  prefer  borrouing  to  trea>ury  notes.  But  why 
resort  to  either  beyond  the  immediate  pressure  of 
the  moment,  when  the  president  tells  us,  and  we 
all  know,  that  we  have  28  millions  ol'  deposite? 
Call  in  your  ilebts;  check  for  your  deposites.  The 
ourse  is  direct,  filain.  obvious;  precisely  that  which 


people  anil  ask  for  money.     S^-nd  out  your  tax  col-  any  prudent  individual  would  pursue:  being  pressed 

lectors.     Abandon  this  paltry  subterfuije,  and  come  by  his  wants  or  his  creditors,  he  would    call   upon 

up  openly  to  your  object,  with  all    your   purposes  his  debtors.  Tliis,  sir,  is  your  only  true  polic\;  but, 

avowed  and  acted   upon.     Send    the   tax  collector  instead  of  it,  yim  propose  to  create  a  national  d  ebt, 

with  your  demands  for  monei/^i'or  hard  money,  Mr.  to  encourage  stockjobbing  and   speculation,  and  to 


President.  1  should  be  glad  to  see  you  send  your 
taxgatherers  through  the  country  with  their  leath- 
ern bags  or  green  purses  demanding  to  have  them 
filled  with  hard  money.  This  would  bring  your 
theories  to  the  test.  This  would  decide  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  medium  you  should  be  paid  in. — 
Demand  gold  of  the  hard-handed  farmer,  who  has 
returned  from  market  with  the  proceeds  of  his  pro- 
duce, and  when  he  offers  you  what  the  policy  of  his 
state  has  placed  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking, 
tell  him  that  you  scorn  his  dirty  trash, that  precious 
metal  alone  is  for  you.  Hold  this  language  to  him 
and  to  his  family,  and  then,  if  you  can  come  back 
here  with  your  wild  schemes,  do  so,  and  make  the 
most  of  them.  I  should  most  heartily  rejoice  to 
see  your  system,  for  a  short  lime,  brought  practi- 
cally into  operation  by  a  tiirect  tax  demanded  from 
the  people  in  gold  and  silver.  It  was  the  great 
fraud  of  the  tariff  system,  that  its  operation  upon 
the  tax-paying  community  was  so  circuitous  and 
involved  as  to  be  difficult  of  clear,  or.  at  least,  of 
succinct  exposition.  The  process  admitted  of  cavil 
and  mystification.  So,  too,  in  the  system  of  mea- 
sures now  recommended,  and  especially  in  the  bill 
now  before  us.  You  disguise  and  conceal  the  ulti- 
mate elfect,  by  throwing  it  upon  a  future  time  when 
it  will  be  mixed  up  with  other  matters,  in  the  con- 
fusion of  which  you  may  find  an  argument  or  make 
a  suoterfuge.  f  defy,  I  dare,  the  administration  to 
come  out  frankly  with  their  projects,  so  as  to  sub- 
mit them  practically  to  the  people.  Demand  your 
deposites  from  the  states,  or  openly  borrow  money 
svliile  you  have  so  much  on  d.-posite:  or,  having 
dried  up  the  revenue  from  imports,  by  destroying 
commerce,  order  a  direct  tax  to  be  paid  in  specie. 

Some  senators  approve  of  the  proposed  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  because  they  say  ihey  will  not  agree 
to  create  a  national  debt.  I  can  perceive  no  dif- 
ference in  effect  between  the  obligation  to  pay 
these  bills  when  presented,  and  any  other  obliga- 
tion recognising  a  debt.  A  treasury  note  is  issued 
to  discharge  a  debt  now  due,  by  creating  another  to 
fall  due  hereafter.  Ifyou  borrow  money,  yon  ac- 
knowledge a  debt  for  money  received.  When  you 
issue  a  treasury  note  you  acknowledge  a  debt  for 
services  rendered.  I  do  not  think  that  the  honora- 
ble chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance,  whose 
candor  and  perspicuity  are  acknowledged  on  all 
hand=,  will  contend  that  this  bill  does  not  authorize 
the  creation  of  a  national  debt.  The  senator  inti- 
mates that  he  will  not  contend  for  it.  He  admits 
that  it  is  a  national  debt.  Indeed,  the  terms  of  the 
law  of  the  extra  session,  which  this  proposes  to 
revive,  are  unequivocal.    They  are: 

"That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  bo,  and  he-  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  re- 
imbursed nwd  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  .'f 
this  act."  •  *  •  *  "For  tliis  reimbursement, 
it  the  time  and  times  herein  specified,  the  faith  of 
the  United  ."^tates  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged." 

At  the  extra  session  a  bill  for  the  issue  of  ten 
millions  of  treasury  notes  was  passed  to  meet  on 
emergency,  as  it  was  said — an  unexpected  crisis. 
Hfm-i',  now,  is  another  emergency — another  unex- 
pected crisis.  In  truth,  sir,  I  believe  the  trea- 
sury hahituallv  exisis  in  a  state  of  emer;;ency — in 
tical  condition.     But  admit   that  we  are  o 


lay  the  foundation  of  a  future  hi^h  tariff.  I  warn 
my  collcajues  of  the  south  that  this  creation  of  a 
national  debt  is  playing  int.'  the  hands  of  thosewho 
have  deceived  us  once  upon  the  tariff,  and  fastened 
it  on  us.  I  beg  them  to  remember  that  the  admin- 
istration opposed  the  compromise,  and  endeavored, 
at  the  last  session,  to  violale  if;  and  boasted  that 
they  would  have  succeeded  hut  tor  the  South  Caro- 
lina votes.  I  beg  tfiem  to  remember  that  a  national 
debt  in  1842  will  be  cause  for  a  new  imposition  of 
duties;  and  that,  at  tliis  moment,  and  forward  to 
that  jjeriod,  this  lilnndering  and  fallintr  paityin 
power  could  desire  nothing  more  ardently  than  to 
have  a  vital  question  of  this  kind  open  for  them  to 
play  their  desperate  party  game  with. 

What  were  the  terms  on  which  we  deposited  the 
surplus  revenue  with  the  states?  Did  we  say  to 
them  it  is  a  gift,  or  did  we  not,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
pressly deny  that  position?  I  call  to  the  recollec-  ! 
tion  of  the  senate  the  facts  in  relation  lo  that  bill,  j 
the  manner  of  the  execution  of  which  is  the  true 
sou:'ce  ofthe  distress  which  we  all  now  feel.  When, 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  charged  upon  us  that  our' 
real  object  was  to  give  the  money  to  the  states,  we. 
repelled  the  charge  with  indignation.  For  myself, 
I  thought  the  charge  an  imputation  on  my  political 
honor.  I  would  have  voted  against  the  bill  had  I 
believed  Ihat  to  be  its  imrpose.  In  that  view  its 
operation  was  most  unequal.  It  srave  to  my  own 
state  in  the  proportion  of  one  million  of  dollars  to 
four  millions  to  New  York;  yet  my  state  contributes  ( 
to  the  revenue  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  what  she  re- 
ceived. The  southern  doctrine  is,  that  the  states 
pay  into  the  coffers  of  the  general  government  in 
proportion  to  their  exporfations,  and  not  their  con- 
sumption. If  that  doctrine  be  true,  (and,  have  seeni 
no  reason  to  disbelieve  its  truth,)  then  I  should'* 
have  been  most  unwilling  for  South  Carolina  to  re- 
ceive so  small  a  pittance  of  what  she  contributed  to 
the  revenue,  while  New  York  received  lour  times 
as  much.  But  I  denied  it  to  be  a  gift,  and  I  stated 
at  that  time,  in  my  place,  that  if  the  general  go-' 
vernment  should  ever  be  in  a  condition  to  need  the' 
money.  I  was  re.Tdy  to  pledje  my  state  that  it  should* 
be  paid  back  to  the  last  dollar  I  now  call  upon 
the  senate  to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  provisions' 
and  principles  of  the  deposite  bill,  and  to  demand' 
from  all  the  states  their  respective  quotas  of  the 
amount  then  deposited  with  them.  The  deposites' 
were  made  with  the  states  according  to  their  popu-' 
lation. 

As  the  bill  originally  passed,  it  would  have  been^ 
the  imperious  duty  ofthe  secretary  ofthe  treasury, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  to  have  prom)itl;' 
demanded  whatever  sums  are  necessary, the  precisi 
contingency    contemplated    in  the   act  having   oc-'' 
curred.     At  the  last  session,  however,  it  was  sup-'' 
posed  that  the  discretion    of  determining   on   this'' 
contingency  could  be  more  safely  confided  to   con-;' 
gress.  anil,  therefore,  the  act  was  so  amended  as  to 
require  that  the  legislature  should,  at    its  pleasure, 
make  the  demand.     If  the  case  provided  for  has  oc- 
curred, it  is  as  much  our  duty  to  proceed  as  it  would 
have  been  that  ofthe  secretary;   and  I  now  demand 
of  gentlemen,  '-how  dare  you.  in   the    face    of  this 
act.  presume  to  borrow  money?  how  dare  you.  wilh 
such  a  resource  at  your    command,  resort    fo   any 
other  means  whatever?"     By  passing  the  bill  before 


taken  by  circumstances  which   wisdom  could  not  I  you,  you  jjtjso/acio  repeal  the  deposite  law.    No 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  23,  1838— MR.  PRESTON'S  SPEECH. 


2G3 


p;i'nllom.m  will  suppose  that  that  law  is  at  an  end, 
aiiil  all  hope  from  that  quarter  out  of  the  question, 
fur  t  ]■■  prtsiJcnt  himself  (alks  to  us  about  the  twen- 
ty iiijht  millious  on  deposite  and  due  to  the  };overn- 
nii'iil.  The  question  is.  whether  yon  will  now  re- 
pe.il  it,  and  thus  place  the  southern  states  in  a  con- 
dition where  they  may  be  wnnind  down  under  a 
syi^teui  of  excessive  taxation. 

U'lt  It  is  said  the  slates  might  find  it  inconvenient 
to  n'p.iy  this  money,  and  that  the  demand  may  op- 
pr.ss  tliera.  If  it  be  so,  lor  one,  I  had  rather  that 
South  Carolina  should  mt-et  the  demand  now,  than 
m  et  it  in  the  shape  of  a  tarilf  four  years  hence. 
Her  credit  is  ^ood,  her  resources  abundant,  and,  if 
she  has  not  got  the  money,  she  can  borrow  it  on  as 
Rood  terms  as  you  can.  So  can  all  the  other  states. 
Their  credil  is  as  f;ooil  as  yours.  It  will  be  easy 
for  the  states  to  meet  the  emei-jericy.  It  may  be 
said  that  these  quotas  from  the  states  will  not  be 
erinii^rh,  even  with  the  two  millions  of  the  treasury 
11"—.  .\dd  what,  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  draw  from  Ihein,  to  Ihe  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  United  States  Banl<  bonds  and  the  ac- 
cruino;  revenue,  and  you  w  ill  find  there  is  enough, 
even  for  your  habitual  prodigality;  but  if  it  be  not, 
then  your  reduced  nieain  will  enforce  a  salutary 
economy — an  economy  which,  I  believe,  nothinj; 
but  th>'  iron  hand  of  necessily  can  enforce.  It  is 
on-'  of  the  most  dilticnlt  ellbrts  of  private  life  to 
break  through  fixed  habits  of  extravas;ant  living;, 
and  reduce  one's  expenditure  within  the  limits  of  a 
reduced  income.  Nor  is  this  difiii  iilty  owing  alone 
to  the  violence  done  by  such  a  process  to  our  vanity 
or  pride.  It  is  still  more  the  violence  which  must 
be  done  to  the  force  of  habit.  It  is.  in  fact,  a  change 
in  our  mode  of  existence.  Ami  if  this  is  so  diffi- 
cult with  individuals,  it  is,  on  every  account,  still 
more  difficult  with  governments.  Now,  the  go- 
vernment ol  this  country,  since  the  coming  in  of 
this  most  economical  ailminislrulion  which  ever  pro- 
tes-ed  economy,  has,  in  three  years,  spent  upwards 
of  ,«;in(l, 000,000.  Under  this  nioft  virtuous,  most 
patriotic,  most  pure  and  self-denying,  and  most 
ecoiioiiiical  of  all  possible  parties,  thus  much  has 
been  expended;  and  there  are  now  propositions  be- 
fore ti.e  two  houses  of  congress  for  Ihe  expenditure 
of  ^■40,000.000.  Sir,  this  evil  has  a  perpetual 
growth,  and  I  see  the  necessity  of  applying  toil  an 
immediate  and  elfeclive,  though  perhaps  an  un- 
welcome and  caustic,  remeily.  Let  the  govern- 
ment be  taught  by  necessily  to  cut  dow  i  its  expen- 
ditures. Extravagance  is  our  disease,  retrenchment 
our  only  remedy. 

This  bill  comes  to  us  under  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces. It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  pot)nlar 
branch  of  this  government  would  never  have  passed 
this  bill  hilt  under  the  most  pressing  apprehension 
that  the  fuml  lor  internal  improvements  would  be 
exhauste. I  without  it.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  bill  to  raise 
funds  for  internal '  improvement.  A  few  votes 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  Who  knows,  but,  af- 
ter all.  it  was  parsed  for  the  sake  of  sime  harbor  on 
Lake  Ontario,  where  a  member's  constituents  had 
the  hope  that  $10,000  or  $-20,000  of  the  public 
money  was  to  be  expended?  Who  can  say  but  it 
was  the  Cumberland  road  itself  that  passed  the  hill! 
Sir,  you  know  hi,w  these  things  are  managed.  The 
constituents  of  gentlemen  are  in  the  habit  of  in- 
structing them,  or  at  l^ast  of  electing  them  iindera 
pi'dge  or  understanding  that  they  shall  vote  for 
some  expenditures  in  their  quarter.  Maryland, 
Virginii,  Pennsvlvauia.  had  been  interested  in  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  thev  had  all  had  their  day: 
now  O'lio.  Iniliana  and  Illinois  come  upon  the  field; 
they  insist  upon  tlieir  share  of  the  roail.  Its  re- 
freshing, its  fertiliiin;  intluence  is  to  proceed  west- 
ward. The  peopl.->  will  have  it.  They  hold  their 
represe'itatives  responsible,  especially  when  on 
their  return  home  they  will  have  to  mount  the  steps 
or  the  stump,  and  deinon'^trate  to  their  constituents 
ttiat  they  had  lost  the  roid  because  treasury  notes 
were  a  bad  thing,  and  their  representatives  could 
not  vote  for  them.  To  hohl  liuirua:re  like  this,  re- 
quires so-np  courage;  and  .vhile  I  would  speak  with 
due  respect  of  those  in  both  houses,  to  whom  the 
people  have  tlioujht  fit  to  coufitle  their  most  impor- 
tant interest-:,  I  cannot  but  rein"mb'r  that,  after  all, 
they  are  men  and  of  like  passions  with  others.  And 
yet.  notivith-tanding  that,  the  |irotress  of  internal 
imr>rove;nent,  the  progress  of  the  Cumlierland  road, 
depended  upon  this  bill;  notwithstanding,  that  it 
had  in  its  favor  all  the  seductive  influence  of  light- 
houses and  harbors,  which  without  it  would  perish, 
that  bill  was  sent  to  us  by  a  tie  vote. 

It  will  not  be  in  order  for  m",  at  this  time,  to 
offer  the  aTi=nilnient  I  propose,  unless  that  oifered 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(.Mr.  W,!h<ter.1  or  something  like  it,  shall  be 
al.)-.t"d.  If  i(  be  tru»  that  th"  wliole  amount  of 
$l').im.Tl')  is  ininediitelv  r-qiired.  then  th-re  is 
no  occasion  for  my  amendment.     But  surely  the 


whole  cannot  at  once  be  called  for.  If  §2,000,000 
areinsulficient,  $5,000,000  will  surely  do  fur  the  pre- 
sent. I  cannot,  myself,  vote  for  any  which  contem- 
plates the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  but,  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman  siicceeil,  1  shall 
then  olfer  for  the  adoption  of  the  senate,  the  lollow- 
ing; 

.ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  hereby  aulhorized  and  required  to 
make  the  requisitions  upon  the  states  according'  to 
Ihe  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  the  2;id  of  June,  183C, 
foi  such  sums  as  the  expenses  of  the  government 
may  require. 

[.\t  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  debate — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  his  colleague  had  made  an 
ob|cction  against  tlie  constitutionality  of  this  bill,  j 
which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was  a  rule  , 
with  hini,  where  the  constitution  is  supposed  to  be  ] 
involved,  to  bestow  Ins  serious  consideration  before 
he  acted,  and,  if  he  saw  reasons  to  doubt,  not  to 
give  his  assent.  He  had  complied  with  the  rule  in  1 
this  case,  and  the  result  was  a  clear  conviction  that 
Ihe  bill  was  constitutional.  The  right  had  been  ex- 
ercised from  tiiecommencement  of  the  government, 
without  being  before  questioned;  and,  according  to 
his  conception,  came  within  the  powers  expressly 
granted  to  congress  to  borrow  money,  which  meant 
neither  more  nor  less  than  to  raise  supplies  on  Ihe 
public  credit.  Interest  was  not  essential  to  borrow- 
ing; and  it  would  be  lidicnloiis  to  suppose  that  the 
framersof  the  conslitiilion  intended  to  authorize  the 
raising  of  Ihe  supplies  with  inten-st,  and  to  prohibit 
it  without  it.  But  we  are  told  that  treasury  notes 
are  bills  of  credit,  and  that  the  constitution  does 
nol  authorize  congress  to  issue  hills  of  credit.  He 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  formal  dis. 
eiission  on  either  point.  He  denied  that  they  were 
hills  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those  terms. 
They  were  intended  to  raise  supplies  to  meet  a 
temporary  deficit  in  the  treasury,  and  were,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  means  of  anticipating  the  re- 
venue. 

But  lie  would  not  pursue  the  argument.  He 
woiilil  bring  it  lo  a  short  and  decisive  issue  with  his 
colleague.  His  colleague  is  the  strenuous  advo- 
cate of  Ihe  joint  resolution  of  1S16,  which  author- 
izes the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scriinles  as  to  the 
right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of  the  banks  that  do 
not  pay  specie.  Now,  no  one  w  ill  deny,  that  to  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in  the  dues  of  the 
ijovernment  is  virtually  to  endorse  on  each  note  that 
it  shall  be  received  in  the  public  dues;  or  that,  if 
the  government  had  the  right  lo  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be  denied 
that,  ii  the  government  has  Ihe  right  to  write  on  the 
back  of  a  bank  note  that  it  will  be  received  in  the 
public  dues,  it  has  an  equal  right  to  write  the  same 
on  a  blank  piece  of  paper,  or,  which  is  Ihe  same 
Ihins,  to  make  a  treasury  note.  The  truth  is,  that 
to  authorize  bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the  public 
dues  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
that  extent,  treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  Imilo,  as 
much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as  if  done 
on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  If  the  one  be  un- 
constitutional, the  other  is  clearly  so.  Now,  he 
would  make  the  bargain  with  his  colleague  and 
other  advocates  of  the  connexion  with  the  banks: 
if  they  will  give  up  the  use  of  bank  paper  by  the 
iroverninent.  he  would  give  up  the  use  of  treasury 
notes;  and,  if  they  will  deny  the  constitutionality 
of  reciving  bank  notes,  he  would  not  insist  on  the 
constitutionality  of  treasury  notes;  and.  in  so  doine, 
he  should  make  a  very  good  bargain  for  the  country. 
But  he  was  utterly  unwilling  lo  admit  a  construc- 
tion which,  while  it  denied  lo  the  government  the 
use  of  its  own  credit,  would  give  the  monopoly  of 
it  to  the  banks.] 

Mr.  Prexton.  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two 
by  way  of  rejoinder  to  my  colleague's  reply  to  the 
constitutional  objections  which  1  urged  when  I  first 
spoke. 

In  the  first  place,  he  states  that  Ihe  risht  to  issue 
treasury  nol»s  has  been  exercised  from  Ihe  founda- 
tion of  Ihe  government.  So  has  the  right  to  estab- 
lish a  bank.  So  has  Ihe  rijht  lo  receive  bank  pa- 
per in  public  dues,  the  denial  of  which  right,  under 
the  constitution  is  the  foundation  of  my  colleague's 
new  theory  of  finance. 

2dly.  He  says  it  is  expressly  granted  in  the 
power  to  borrow  money,  under  which  this  is  in- 
cluded; and  yet  he  says  that  he  never  will,  in  war 
or  in  peace,  borrow  money,  or  in  anywise  create  a 
national  debt.  But  the  constitution  makes  a  ilis- 
tinctinn  between  bills  of  credit  and  borrowing  mo- 
ney; for  the  is5uin.r  of  tile  former  is  prohibited  to 
the  states,  while  no  one  doubts  that  they  may  bor- 
row money. 

H'e  sivs  it  would  he  ridiculous  to  sur>no=e  tnat 
the  rraiu»r-i  of  the  ronslitiitloii  int.:ndcd  to  authorize 
the  raising  of  supplies  with  interest,  ani  not  with- 


out it;  and  yet,  by  Luther  Marlin's  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  Ihe  convention,  it  appears  that  that 
body,  after  much  and  warm  discussion,  denied  to 
congress  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
granted  the  power  to  borrow  money;  for  a  very  ob- 
vious reason — the  borrow insr  of  money  dots  not 
maliC  money;  Ihe  issuing  of  hills  of  credit  is  making 
money,  is  creating  a  circulation.  «  hich  is  the  avow- 
ed  object  of  Ihis  bill.  My  colleague  denies  that 
these  are  bills  of  credit.  Judge  Maiyhall  d(  fines  a 
bill  of  credit  to  be  paper  issued  on  the  laith  of  the 
government,  iulend.-d  for  circulation.  No  one  can 
dispute  the  correclness  of  Ihis  definition,  or  that 
these  treasury  ii.ilesare  expressly  within  ils  terms. 
My  colleague  states  thai  these  notes  are  but  means 
of  anticipating  Ihe  revenue.  This  is  the  sole  pur- 
pose  of  all  bills  of  credit,  of  all  loans,  of  all  national 
debts. 

But  my  colleague  states,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
that  I  ani  in  favor  of  Ihe  resolution  of  181(i,  which 
authorizes  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  and  which  is 
equal  to  the  endorsi'ment  of  such  notes  by  the  go. 
vernmenl,  and  thinks  this  is  inconsistent  with  my 
views  in  regard  to  treasury  notes.  If  Ihis  be  so, 
then  my  colleague,  in  objecting  lo  the  resolution  of 
I.S16,  acts  inconsistently  with  his  approbation  of 
these  treasury  notes,  which,  he  says,  are  Ihe  same 
thing.  His  piO|iosition  against  me  is.  thai  I  should 
hold  these  treasury  notes  to  be  conslitiiiional,  be- 
cause I  hold  Ihe  receipt  of  b.ink  bills  under  the  re- 
solution of  1816  lo  be  constitutional.  Doe-  he  not 
perciivethat  the  conveise  is  true;  that  he.condr  mn- 
ingthe  resolution  of  is]  6,  should  alsocnnjlemn  these 
treasury  notes'  Besidcs.sir.  that  part  of  Ihe  resolu- 
tion of  18IG  is  my  colleague's  own  prii|ier  work, 
upon  the  conslilulionalily  of  which  he  nodonbl  be- 
stowed his  serious  consideration  before  he  acted.  If 
the  two  things  are  virtually  the  same,  then  I  have  my 
colleague's  authority,  by' his  present  vote,  for  the 
coii'Iitulionalily  of  the  receiving  of  hank  paper. 
If  they  be  not  Ihe  same,  then  his  argument  has  no 
bearing 

But  there  is,  Mr.  President,  a  most  essential  dif- 
ference, both  in  lact  and  in  theory.  By  the  resolii- 
lion  of  1816  the  government  does  not  endorse,  ac- 
tually or  virtually,  Ihe  notes  of  specie  banks.  It 
receives  them  itself,  as  long  as  a  note  is  a  check 
for  specie;  but  it  does  nol  guaranty  Ihem  in  Ihe 
hands  of  the  holders,  if  the  banks  fail,  wdiich  is  the 
only  coiiceivahle  meaning  of  endorsement.  If  there 
were  either  an  actual  or  virtual  endorsemeni,  the 
government  would  at  this  moment  be  liable  for  all 
the  bank  paper  in  the  United  Slates. 

Again:  by  receiving  bank  notes,  the  government 
does  not  create  a  currency,*  but  uses  one  which 
it  finds  in  existence,  and  that  no  longer  than  it  is 
equivalent  to  specie;  whereas  the  government  paper 
must  be  taken,  whether  equivalent  to  specie  or  not. 

But,  most  conclusively,  Ihe  convention  denied  to 
congress  the  power  of  issuing  bills  of  credit,  while 
it  placed  no  limit  upon  ils  receiving  public  dues  in 
hank  notes:  the  receipt  of  which  was  justified  by 
Mr.  .Madison  in  the  first  congress;  has  been  follow- 
ed  up  by  the  government  ever  since;  was  expressly 
authorized  by  the  amendment  made  upon  my  col- 
league's  motion  to  the  resolution  of  1816;  and  never 
doubled  until  within  these  six  monlhs.  I  rejoice, 
.Mr.  President,  that  my  colleague  has  put  the  ques- 
tion on  this  short  and  decisive  issue. 


'  Two  very  dilTerent  men,  but  each  having 
weight  with  certain  classes  of  politicians,  have  en- 
tertained similar  senlimenls. 

General  Hamilton  said:  "The  emitting  of  paper 
money  by  Ihe  authority  of  government  is  wisely 
prohibited  to  the  individual  slabs  by  the  national 
conslitiilion.  and  the  spirit  of  that  prohibiton  ought 
not  to  be  disregarded  by  Ihe  government  of  Ihe 
United  Stales.  Though  paper  einission,  under  a 
general  authority,  might  have  some  advantages  not 
applicable,  and  be  free  from  some  disadvantages 
which  are  applicable  to  Ihe  like  emissions  by  Ihe 
stales  separately,  yet  Ihey  are  of  a  nature  so  liable 
to  abuse,  and,  it  may  even  be  affirmed,  so  certain  of 
being  abused,  that  the  wisdom  of  government 
will  be  shown  in  never  trusting  itself  with  th"  use 
of  so  seducins  and  ilangerow:  an  eipeilient."  "The 
stamping  of  paper  is  an  operation  so  much  easier 
than  Ihe  lai/irn:  of  taxea.  that  a  government  in  Ihe 
practice  of  paper  emissions  would  rarely  fail,  in  any 
such  emergency,  to  indulge  itself  too  far  in  Ihe  em- 
ployment of  that  recourse,  lo  avoid,  as  much  as 
possible,  one  ?C9<  auipicionf  to  present  popularilt/.** 

General  Jackson  said:  "I  hone  no  Ir^'asurv  notes 
will  be  issued.  The  treasury  drafts  "pnn  actual  de- 
ponles  are  constitutional,  and  do  not  partake  nf  pa- 
ner  credits  ax  treasury  notes,  which  are  subject  lo 
d-preciatiori  hv  the  m.-rehants  antl  hnnk«.  and 
shiv.-r-  -mil  brok-  rs;  ami  will  be,  if  issued,  and  Uie 
government  cannot  avoid  it." 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Monis,  tlie  bill  was  indefinite- 

SEcoND  SESSION — sE.N'ATE.  ly  postponed,  witliout  a  ili vision.     The  senate  look 

June  15.     AmOMj;  tlie  petitions  presented  to  day    up  tile  bill  lor  the  relief  of  general  Ale.'cander  Ma- 


one  was  by  Mr.  Tullmurige  Irom  Henry  Hall  Sh 
wood,  relatini;  to  discoveries  in  magnetism  made 
by  him,  and  imiirovemenls  in  the  construction  and 
use  of  the  magnetic  needle.  Read,  relerrtd,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  cre- 
ate the  othce  of  surveyer-generalofthe  public  lands 
in  Michigan. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  much  lenith  by  Mes- 
srs. Lyon,  Ctay,  oi'  A\a.  Pren'.iss,  Webster,  Noivell, 
Tipton,  King,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Young, 
and  Sevier. 

Thi'  chiefarguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  were  un- 
derstood to  be  the  security  ot  the  documents  relat- 
ing to  the  surveys,  arid  tiie  iacililies  which  would 
be  atibrded  to  purchasers  to  determine  the  bounda- 
ries of  their  lands. 

jir.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  stated,  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  that  there  were  now  sixty-four  land 
offices  in  the  country,  twenty-one  of  which  had 
been  created  since  the  coinmencement  of  the  late 
administration,  and  seven  offices  of  surveyor- 
general,  two  of  which  had  been  created  since  that 
whereas,  Pennsylvania   and   A^irginia,   with 


Kentucky  annexed,  had  each  had  but  a  single  land  i  lie  lands  in  Mic 


b.  Mr.  Hubbard  explained  and  advocated  the 
bill  at  length.  Mr.  Buc/ianoji  desired  to  make  some 
remarks  on  the  bill,  but,  declining  to  speak  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  number  present, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

June  16.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  three  memo- 
rials irom  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city  and  coun- 
ty, praying  the  immediate  passage  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill.     Laid  on  tlie  table. 

iVIessrs.  Norvell,  Clayton,  Buchanan,  and  Pierce, 
reported  without  amendment,  Irom  committees,  va- 
rious private  bills  referred  to  them. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Roane,  the  SFcrelary  of  the 
navy  was  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the 
proceedings  of  a  court  martial  at  Gosp'irt,  on  the 
case  of  captain  William  Ramsay,  of  the  navy. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

The  bills  to  establish  an  additional  land  ofiice  in 
Louisiana,  and  to  incorporate  the  navy  yaril  bene- 
ficial society  of  the  city  of  Washington,  were  se- 
verally read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  create  the  office  ol"  surveyor-general  ot  the  pub- 


ofiice 

Mr.  Prentiss,  ofTered  an  amendment,  requiring 
that  the  field  notes  and  other  papers  descriptive  of 
the  boundaries  of  lands  surveyed  should  be  deposit- 
ed with  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  respective  states 
in  which  the  lands  lie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  who  wished 
also  to  Oder  an  amendment,  (understood  to  be  a 
provision  for  a  surveyor-general  for  Indiana  also.) 
the  bill  was,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table — 
Ayes  17,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  disagreed 
to  the  substitute  of  the  house  lor  the  senatf  bill  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ninth  circuit.  So  the  bill  was 
sent  back  to  the  house  as  it  originally  passed  the 
senate. 

The  senate  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  was  received  from  the 
other  house  with  amendments,  which  were  subse- 
quently taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  While  olfered  a  substitute  for  an  amendment 
by  the  house  relating  to  reservations  of  Choctaw 
lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  sent  to  the  table  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  in  the  form  of  an  additional 
section,  disallowing  floating  pre-emption  claims 
under  the  various  pre-emption  laws. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  bill  was 
then  laitl  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  amendments. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communication 
from  the  war  department,  in  pursuance  of  a  senate 
resolution,  with  a  communication  from  the  adju- 
tant general,  in  relation  to  the  hostile  disposition  of 
Indians  on  the  Arkansas  frontier,  stating,  on  the 
authority  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Arbuckie,  which 
letter,  from  prudential  motives,  was  whithhehl, 
that  hostile  intentions  had  been  manifested  in  the 
councils  of  several  Indian  tribes,  but  also  expressing 
the  hope  that  such  hostile  designs  would  not  be 
matured.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  navy  vard 
beneficial  society  of  the  city  of  Washington,  wer.j 
severally  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house,  authorizing  the  Washington  monument 
society  to  erect  a  monument  to  tne  memory  of 
Washington  on  the  public  mall.  Mr.  Preston  ob- 
jected to  the  site  as  too  low,  and  said  on  that  ac- 
count he  should  vote  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Bayard 
objected  to  the  site,  that  the  monument  would 
greatly  injure  the  beauty  of  the  view  west  of  the 
capitol.  Mr.  ./J/Ze/i  inquired  what  was  the  amount 
of  means  which  had  been  collected  from  all  parts  ot 
the  country.  Mr.  Roane  replied  that  it  had  been 
stated  at  .S3(),()00.  Mr.  ./lllen  then,  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length,  and  great  earnestness  ( in  which 
he  was  vigorously  seconded  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Morris,)  expressed  his  decided  belief  that  more 
than  #3l),00U  had  been  collected  for  this  object  in 
Oliio  alone,  as  .'(,■1,01)1)  were  known  (by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris) to  have  been  collected  in  one  small  county; 
and  Mr.  A.  made  a  variety  of  very  strong  insinua- 
tions that  there  must  be  fraud  somewhere. 

Mr.  Hubbard  expressed  .surprise  at  the  smallness 
of  the  sum,  declared  it  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
object,  and  urged  that  the  government  should  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  subject  further 
than  to  grant  a  site  (or  the  monument. 


Mr.  Prentiss  temporarily  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment requiring  the  field-notes  and  other  documents 
relating  to  surveys  to  be  deposited,  when  the  duties 
of  the  land  office  should  terminate,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  then  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  bill,  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  present 
surveyor  general's  office  for  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Michigan,  from  Cincinnati  to  Michigan  city,  in  In- 
diana. Mr.  S.'s  substitute  also  embraced  Mr. 
Prentiss'  above  amendment  as  a  second  section  to 
the  bdl.  Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  strike  out  '-Michi- 
gan city,  in  Indiana,"  from  this  substitute,  and  in- 
sert Detroit,  in  Michigan. 

This  question  being  divided,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  was  carried — .\yes  17,  noes  10. 

Mr.  Norvell  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  insert 
Detroit.  Mr.  Tipton  said  his  object  was  to  transfer 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  from  Cincinnati,  a 
point  where  it  was  not  convenient  to  the  lands  yet 
to  survey,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the 
public  work  was  to  performed.  Two  years  a<ro 
the  senate  passed  a  bill  to  remove  the  office  from 
Cincinnati  to  South  Bend,  a  flourishing  town  with- 
in five  miles  of  the  line  between  Indiana  and  Mi- 
chigan; that  bill  did  r.ot  become  a  law.  The 
amendment  offered  hy  his  honorable  collesgiiepro 
posed  to  remove  the  office  to  Michigan  city,  India- 
na. That  place  was  now  striken  out  of  the  amend- 
ment by  a  majority  of  the  senate.  The  member 
from  Michisan  (Mr.  Norvell)  had  proposed  De- 
troit, but  withdrew  it.  He  (Mr.  T.)  was  not  ac- 
tuated by  a  wish  to  injure  any  individual  or  state, 
or  to  benefit  any  local  interest,  but  to  serve  the 
country.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  town  of  St.  Joseph's,  Michigan  This 
was  a  flourishing  town,  on  Lake  Michigan,  at  the 
inoulh  of  the  St.  Joseph's  river,  about  thirty  miles 
north  of  the  line  dividing  Indiana  and  Michigan, 
accessible  to  steamboats  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
when  not  obstructed  by  ice,  and  about  equidistant 
from  the  south  boundary  of  Indiana  and  the  north 
of  Michigan,  convenient  to  all  concerned. 

After  some  conversation,  the  question  on  this 
motion  was  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  27,  nays  4. 

Mr.  Lyon  spoke  in  favor  of  creating  a  new  ofiice 
foi  IMichigan,  and  of  abolishing  the  old  office  when- 
ever the  occasion  for  its  existence  should  cease. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Lumpkin,  spoke 
briefly  but  earnestly  against  creating  a  new  office 
for  Michigan,  as  an  unnecessary  extension  of  exe- 
cutive patronage,  and  in  favor  of  the  removal  pro- 
posed by  the  substitute,  as  highly  liberal  to  Miclii- 
gau.on  the  part  of  the  senators  from  Indiana. 

Ihe  question  ol  liberality  was  briefly  contested 
by  Messrs.  Norvell  and  Lyon  on  the  one  part,  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Tipton,  on  the  other. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  part  of  the  sub- 
stitute of  .Vlr.  Smith!  of  Indiana,  as  amended,  sim- 
|dv  requiring  the  removal  of  the  present  office  from 
Cincinnati  to  St.  Joseph's,  in  Michigan,  and  it  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky,-Clayton,  Davis,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rusgles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  White 
—  19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lyon,   Mouton,  Nicholas,   Norvell,   Pierce, 


Robinson,  Smilli,  of  Connecticut,  Trotter,  Wright, 
Young— 19. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  tflble,  wi  h  a  view  to  prepare  an  amendment  lor 
abolishing  old  land  offices  wdien  no  longer  required. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  lay  the  bill  finally  on  the 
table,  which  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Cuth'bert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Giundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niks,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swilt,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wright— 34. 

NAYS — -Messrs.  Buchanan,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Robinson.  Trotter,  Young — 6. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  with  Ihe  amendments 
referred  to  them,  granting  pre-emption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  with  rt  commendations  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  White  to  the  amendment  of  the 
house  rehiting  to  Chuclaw  reservations  be  adopted, 
and  that  Ihe  amendments  of  the  house  so  amended 
be  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  White's  amendment  was  accoidinglv  agreed 
to. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Young,  who  expressed  a 
w=ish  slightly  to  modify  one  of  the  amendments  of 
the  other  house,  the  bill  was  temporarily  laid  on 
the  table;  subsequently  taken  up,  the  amendments 
of  the  other  house  further  modified,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  senate,  and  the  bill  uas  sent  back  to  the 
other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  resumed  the  conside.ation  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  major  general  Alexander  Macomb. 

The  question  at  issue  on  this  bill  uas  understood 
to  be  whether  or  not  a  brigadier-general,  being  a 
majoi -general  by  brevet,  should,  when  his  com- 
mand merely  exceeded  a  biisade,  without  amount- 
ing to  a  full  division,  receive  the  pay  of  his  brevet 
rank. 

The  bill,  at  much  length,  was  opposed  hy  Mes- 
ers  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Prentiss,  Nicholas,  and 
White,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Strange. 

On  the  question  of  its  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading,  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Cbyton,  Hub- 
bard, Lyon,  Norvell,  Preston,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton.  King,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Kean, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Prentiss,  R'ives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swiff,  Tipton,  Tro.ter,  White, 
Young— 2:3. 

So  the  bill  was  then  rejected,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  18.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  six  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  the  cily  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
sub-lreasury  bill,  and  remonstrating  against  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
against  the  passage  ol  an  international  cnpy-right 
law.     Referred  to  Ihe  committee  on  patents. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  others,  recommeiiding  to  congress 
the  making  provision  to  send  a  diplomatic  agent  to 
Hayti.     Laid  on  the  tabic 

Jlr.  Tallmadge  said  he  rose  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  senate  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases.  I  introduc- 
ed this  subject,  some  time  since,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
the  attention  of  the  senate,  by  presenting  a  petition 
for  Ihat  purpose,  and  referring  it  to  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  I  had  hoped  that  that  committee, 
who  are  so  abundantly  competent,  would  have  di- 
gested a  bill  lor  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  all  cases  on  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties 
in  franing  the  details  of  such  a  bill;  and  am  also 
aware  that  there  might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  its  adoption.  I  fully  appreciate  fhe  situation  of 
the  committee,  aiirl  do  not  intend,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  to  complain  of  their  inaction. 

For  myself,  I  am  free  to  say,  I  am  in  favor  of 
such  a  hill  in  its  broadesi  terms.  I  uas  a  member 
oftheNev/  York  legislature  when  the  act  ol  that 
state  passed  abolishing  imprisonment  lor  debt. 
There  was  much  difference  of  opinion  then  existing 
on  that  subject.  But,  I  believe, since  the  practical 
operation  of  the  act  has  been  seen  and  felt,  if  has 
become  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  greal  body  of 
that  community.  So  it  would  be  in  the  United 
States,  if  congress  would  adopt  the  measure,  '.'he 
example  of  this  government,  loo,  would  have  a  ten- 
dentency  to  do  away  that  relic  of  barbarism  in  those 
states  where  it  still  exists. 
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At  thi?  late  perioil  in  the  spssion  I  am  unwilling 
to  pi f sent  a  bill  so  bro.iil  in  its  operation  as  to  call 
forth  debate,  either  upon  its  general  principles,  or 
the  detail  ol  its  provisions,  and  thereby  defeat  its 
pa-sage  at  this  time.  1  viill,  therefore,  contenl 
mysell  with  a  nuasiire  which  I  trust  will  meet 
the  appiobation  of  all,  and  which  will  receive  the 
favoiable  action  of  congress  before  its  adjourn- 
ment. I  propose  Ihdt  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  debt  in  any  state  on  process  issuin:;  ont  of  a  conrl 
of  the  United  States,  where,  bij  the  laies  of  suck  stite, 
imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  abolished.  Thi.'! 
proposition,  I  think,  cannot  be  reasonably  objected 
to  from  any  quarter.  It  will  answer  the  present 
emergency,  and  congress  can  hereafter,  with  full 
deliberation,  act  on  the  general  question  of  unlimit- 
ed and  nncondilional  abolishment  of  imprison, uent 
for  debt  In  all  cases  within  its  jurisdiction.  I  con- 
sider it  the  relic  of  .i  barbarous  age,  iinsuited  to 
the  times  in  whicii  we  lix'c,  and  derOiratory  to  the 
free  institutions  under  which  it  is  tolerated. 

I  will  not  detain  the  senate  by  any  discussion  of 
the  general  question.  1  wish  merely  to  call  the 
attention  of  senators  to  the  precise  proposition 
which  I  intend  to  submit  at  this  time. 

Much  excitement  prevails,  and  justly  prevail?,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  this  subject.  Whilst  oui 
own  citizens  are  exempt  from  iin|>risonineiit  under 
the  process  of  our  own  courts,  still  they,  as  well  as 
strangers  and  citizens  from  our  stales,  are  incarce- 
rated under  process  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stats.  This  is  a  strange  anomaly,  and  ought  not 
to  exist.  1  am  told  that  the  jail  in  the  city  of  New 
York  is  crowded  with  iinrortunatc  debtors  from 
o'her  slates,  who  have  been  arresteil  and  committed 
to  prison,  for  want  of  bail,  nuder  the  laws  of  the 
United  S'ates,  and  who  would  have  been  exempted 
from  imprisonment  under  the  law  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  Th'se  citizens  have  gone  there  on  bu- 
siness— meicantilo  business,  perhaps;  for  New 
York  is  the  great  commercial  emporium  "where 
merchants  most  do  congregate."  Sliall  it  be  tole- 
ratnd  that  the  rights  of  the  citizen  shall  be  thus  in- 
vaded? The  constitution  says,  -'The  citizens  of 
each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states."  It 
may  well  b."  doubted  whether,  under  this  clause, 
the  citizens  of  anotlier  slate  can  be  imprisoned  for 
debt  by  ]>roces5  from  the  courls  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  slate  where,  by  law,  imprisonment  for 
debt  has  been  abolished.  It  is,  at  least,  against  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  I  merely  make  this  sug- 
gestion from  first  impression,  without  having  be- 
stowed a  thought  upon  it  to  enable  me  to  go  into  a 
constitutioii.il  argument.  I  wish  to  avoid  all  such 
di?cu3sion-i  at  this  time.  Mv  proposition  does  not 
necessarily  lead  to  them.  JBut,  I  ask,  shall  it  be 
tolerated  that  the  laws  of  the  general  government 
shall  be  used  as  an  encrine  of  oppression,  and  to 
supersede  the  benign  and  philanthrophic  le;islation 
of  the  states?  The  process  of  your  courts  is  abus- 
ed. It  is  used  to  evade  and  defeat  the  spirit  of  the 
laws  of  the  states.  Until  all  the  slates  adopt  this 
humane  principle,  there  will  be  ditiicnlties  enough, 
as  between  themselves,  wilhout  superadding  the 
oppression  of  the  general  government. 

By  the  lawol  New  York,  her  citizens  are  exempt 
from  imprisonment  within  her  own  borders.  But 
if  one  of  thein  can  seize  another  in  a  state  wh'-re 
imprisonment  is  not  abolished,  he  can  imprison  him  j 
there,  although  bv  our  own  laws  he  would  be  ex- 
empt at  home.  This  evil  can  only  be  corrected  by 
the  legislation  of  the  respective  slates.  There  are 
evils,  however,  which  the  legislation  of  congress 
alone  can  reach.  Notwithstamlin^  the  laws  of  New 
York  exempt  her  own  citizens,  yet,  if  the  plaintiff 
resides  in  anoth-r  state,  he  may  imprison  t'le  de- 
fendant in  New  York,  under  process  from  the  courls 
ofthe  United  States.  And  I  am  told  it  is  not  unusu- 
al for  a  demand  to  be  transferred  to  a  friend  in  an  ad- 
joining state  for  the  mere  purpose  of  enforcing  it  in 
that  manner.  So,  too,  may  citizens  of  other  slates, 
althoiish  exempted  by  our  laws,  be  imprisoned  in 
New  York  by  like  process  from  courts  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States. 

I  have  merely  alluded  to  these  cases  by  way  of 
illustration,  and  by  way  of  showing  the  crying  evil 
underwhich  many  of  ourcitizens  are  now  laborin::. 
When  I  saiil  the  jail  in  New  York  was  crowded 
with  unfortunate  debtors,  it  was  no  "fancy  sketch." 
The  subject  has  been  df-emed  worthy  the  present- 
ment of  a  grand  jury  of  that  city.  They  visited,  in 
a  body,  the  ptison,  and  "were  shown  a  ranje  of 
twelve  cells,  ofthe  dimensions  of  about  ten  feet  by 
seven  each,  occupied,  as  they  were  informed  hy 
the  keeper,  by  twenty-three  individuals,  or  about 
two  to  each  cell.  Tliese  cells,  orJL'inally  desi::n-ri 
for  the  occupation  ol  but  one  person,  are  obviously 
not  siidicientlv  well  ventilated  for  the  accommoila- 
tion  of  two,  particularly  during  the  present  extreme 
heat  of  the  weather.     In  addition  to  this,  from  tlie 


manner  of  the  building  and  consequent  dampness 
ol  the  cells,  the  walls  of  which  are  plastered  upon 
stone,  they  arc  deemed  as  yet  to  be  in  a  very  unlit 
situation  to  be  tenanted  by  individuals  whose  lives 
or  health  are  ofthe  h-ast  importance  to  themselves, 
to  families  from  whom  they  may  be  separated,  or 
to  the  community  at  large'  It  is  but  an  act  ol  jus- 
tice to  say  that  the  arrangement  of  two  persons  in 
a  cell  was  dictated  by  inoiiv.s  of  humanity,  as  be- 
ing the  best  that  could  be  done  under  exisling  cir- 
cumstances, the  ground  tier  ol  cells,  Iroin  their 
excessive  dampness,  being  ahsolnlely  unleiianlable. 
From  the  nature  of  the  hms  of  our  slate  upon  the 
subject  of  iinpiisonment  for  debt,  the  persons  thus 
confined  are  strangers,  and  ci-rlainly  not  a  class 
who  are  to  be  considered  as  having,  on  that  account, 
a  diminished  claim  upon  our  sympathy.  Among 
their  complaints  of  severe  colds  and  various  rlnu- 
inatic  alfections  resulting  from  the  causes  adverted 
to,  some  «erc  ol  a  character  such  a«,  being  thus 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities,  we 
are  persuaded  will  not  fail  to  receive  that  imme- 
diate and  proper  attention  lor  which  the  circum- 
stances call." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  proper  authorities  will 
do  all  in  their  power,  and  all  that  hiimanilv  re- 
quires, to  alleviate  the  coiulilion  of  these  unfoitu- 
nate  debtors. 

I  would  remind  llie  senate  thai,  as  appears  from 
the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury,  "the  persons 
thus  confined  are  strangeis,"  citizens  of  olher 
states,  and  all  imprisoned  under  the  benign  laws  of 
the  United  States!  Is  there  a  senator  here  whose 
blo"d  does  not  boil  with  indignation  at  the  very 
idea  that  a  citizen  of  his  own  state  should  be  thus 
confined,  like  a  felon,  far  from  his  home,  beyond 
tlie  reach  of  friendly  .sympa'hy,  with  perhaps  a  wife 
and  children  dependent  on  him  for  suppoit,  and 
anxiously  wailing  his  return?  Is  there  a  S'M.ator 
here  who  will,  for  one  moment,  consent  that  the 
health,  and  perhaps  the  life,  of  that  citizen  shall  be 
sacrificed,  or  even  jeoparded,  under  the  operation 
of  the  baibarous  code  which  still  prevails  in  this 
government? 

"Shut  from  Ihe  common  air,  and  common  use 

Of  their  own  limbs,  how  many  drink  the  cup 

Ol  baleful  grief,  or  eat  the  bitter  bread 

Of  misery!" 

If  such  would  be  the  feelings  of  every  senator, 
let  him  unite  with  me  to  wipe  this  loul  blot  from 
tht  statute-books  of  Ihe  nation. 

Leave  was  accordingly  granted;  the  bill  was  in- 
troduced, read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  IVIessrs.  Hubbard  and  Sevier,  com- 
mittees wore  discharged  from  the  lurther  consider- 
ation of  various  private  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchaunu,  the  senate  took  np 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  for  leave  to  introiluce 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  delennination  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States 
accordinir  to  the  provisinns  of  the  treaty  ol   1783. 

Mr.  Buchanan  at  inucli  length  proceecied  lo  prove, 
by  documents  and  arguments,  that  this  biMindary 
was  well  defined,  and  easy  to  be  ascertained;  hut  he 
opposed  the  bill  as  likely,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  lead  lo  unnecessary  war,  thongli  he  de- 
clared himself  ready  'o  go  lowar  rather  than  Maine 
shoulil  he  dismembered.  In  conclusion,  he  gave 
notice  that  if  it  should  be  returned  to  the  senate  by 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  ami  should  come 
up  for  consideration,  he  would  then  move  for  inde- 
finite postponement. 

Mr.  Daris  argued  and  insisted,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Buclianan,  that  an  order  lor  a  survey  was  in  itself, 
even  under  the  circumstances,  no  other  than  a  pa- 
cific measure.  H"  also  at  some  length  adduced  ad- 
ditional facts  and  arguments  to  those  already  ad- 
duced, to  show  that  the  boundary  of  the  treaty  was 
altogether  definite  and  easily  found. 

Mr.  Williams  also  addressed  the  senate  on  the 
subject,  espcciallv  in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  that  Maine  had  acted  in  somewhat  of 
pasiiion,  Mr.  W.  uoing  into  the  history  of  the  case 
to  sliow  that  Maine  hail  acted  at  least  with  great 
coolness  and  deliberation. 

Ml-.  W.  al<o  argued  at  len-th  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  further  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  having  exjuessed  a  de- 
sire lo  speak  on  the  subject. 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session,  and  then 
a  Ijonrned. 

June  19.  After  some  remarks  of  Messrs.  Mor- 
ris and  Jl'len.  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  an  article 
which  appeared  in  Ihe'Intelligencrrof  this  ninriiing 
t  on  the  subject  ol'  Ihe  Washington  Moiiumi  i.t.  and 
i  a  complimentarv  notice  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ken. 
lucky,  to  the  dcornm  and  correctness  of  that 
'  print, 

j  The  Vice  President  presented  a  cominirnicalion 
I  Irom  the  navy  di  panment,  in  obedience  lo  a  senate 
i  resolution  of  the   16th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  the 


proceedings  ofthe  naval  court  martial  held  at  Gos- 
port  on  the  case  of  captain  William  Ran, say,  and 
with  the  subsequent  correspondence.  Luij  iju  (be 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  prrnted. 

Si'veral  reports  from  comrniUecs  were  received; 
anion;;  them  the  lnllo«ing: 

By  iMr.  Uoanc,  Irom  Ihe  coinmiltce  on  the  Di?- 
trrcl  of  Columbia,  the  bill  relerred  lo  them  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  orphans' court  ofthe  county  ol  Alexari- 
dria,  D.  C,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  lo;  and  the  bill,  by  consent,  was  order- 
ed  to  a  third  reading. 

By  ftlr.  Grundy,  Irom  the  coinmiltce  on  the  judi- 
ciary, the  bill  relerred  to  them  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  certain  cas.  s,  «  ith  an  ainenilmenl, 
the  design  ol  which  was  to  make  the  abolition  by 
this  bill  of  iinprisoninent  lor  debt  corn  spond  wilh 
its  abolition  in  the  n-speclive  stall  s  where  siirh  im- 
prisonment had  in  whole  or  in  part  been  abolished; 
which  amendment  was  read,  and  the  bill  taken  np 
for  consideration. 

Alter  a  lew  .  xplanatory  remarks  bv  Mr.  Grundy 
and  by  xMr.  Tallmadee,  urging  the  'i  nportuiice  of 
speedy  acliorr  on  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kenliicky,  who  ex- 
pressed some  doubt  as  lo  the  praclicabilily  of  carry- 
ing all  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  it  I'low  stood, 
into  ellest,  and  with  the  a'sent  of  Mr.  Tallnjnd"-e, 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  with  the  aiiiendmerit. 

The  senate  rrsumcd  the  considerjtion  ofthe  sen- 
ate bill  eranting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 

the  public  lands,  as  aiiiended  by' the  olher  house 

the  question  being  on  a  inotion  of  Mr.  Yinins,  the 
effect  of  which  was  lo  disagree  to  that  portion  of 
the  other  house  which  excluded  from  pre-emption 
lands  laid  out  into  town  or  village  lots. 

Mr.  Lyon  offered  an  amendment  to  this  motion, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  exempt  Irom  this  exclu- 
sion such  lands  as  had  been  purchased  hy  others 
from  those  who  purchased  them  ori^inalK  Irom  the 
government.  This  arnendmenl  Mi.  L.  subseouent- 
ly  wilhdrew. 

The  bill  and  the  amendment  wore  discussed, 
pas:im,  by  Messrs.  Lyon,  Robinson.  CVwy,  ol  Ken- 
tucky, Secier,  Young,  Prentiss,  Morris.  Tipton, 
Hubbard,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  King,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  and 
Bayard. 

Mr.  I'oiiHg's  amendment,  granting  {in  elfrcl) 
pre-emption  to  lands  laid  out  into  town  and  vil- 
lage lots,  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Call  oiin.  Grundy, 
I.uiiipkin,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Koaiie,  Robinson. 
Wall,  White,  Youns— il. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Bayard.  Benton,  Brow  n. 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ken.,  Clavton,  Cnthbcit, 
Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Morris.  Nibs,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rjves,' 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Tipton,  Williams'. 
Wrighl— 26. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  the  edccl  of 
oneof  theamcndrnenlsol  llienther  house,  which  lad 
not  been  noticed  by  senators,  was  to  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  certain  lands  which  had 
heretolore  been  always  r.served  Irom  preemption. 
These  were  lands  which  it  was  snpposrd  might  be 
covered  by  valid  French  or  Spanish  clain^s,  noich 
of  which,  being  near  populous  setileiiients,  had 
now  become  very  valuable.  Mr.  C,  especially  spe- 
cified certain  laiiils  of  this  class  in  the  \icin'ily  of 
St.  Louis,  which  he  said  would  sell  at  once  lor'jilf* 
per  acre.  Mr.  C.  in  conclusion,  jnovc  d  to  ammd 
this  amendinentof  the  other  house,  so  as  lo  exclude 
all  lands  of  this  class  from  being  subject  to  pre- 
emption under  this  bill. 

This  motion  was  carried  in  lljc  aliirn, alive,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Duclianan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ken.,  Clayton,  Ciiltenden,  Davis,  Kin::, 
KniL'ht,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nilcs,  Pierce.  Prentiss, 
Preston.  .Roane,  Bobbins.  Siranu'e,  Swift,  Tall- 
niadire.  Tipton,  Wall.  While.  Williams— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  nrown.riav,  of 
.Ma.,  Fulton,  Griindv.  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon. 
Moiiton,  Nicholas,  Norv,  11,  Rives.  Robinson,' Se- 
vier. Smitii,  of  Conn.,  Trotter.  Wri:;lit,  Young— 19. 
The  amendment  of  the  other  house,  as  amended 
by  the  senate,  were  then  concurred  in,  yras  -12  nay.s 
Mr.  Robinson  and  Yoenc:  and  the  bill  with  tiie 
amendments,  was  sent  hack  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 
The  senate  adjourned,  afler  an  executive  session. 
June  20.  Alter  some  unirnporlant  business,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Crvndy,  the  senate  took  np  Ihe  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  pe.tes. 
The  qiipstion  bein:;  on  the  amendment  from  the 
committee  on  Ihe  judiciary,  the  desii'ii  ofwhicli 
was  to  make  the  op.rnlion  of  this  Ijilf  correspend 
with  the  operation  ofthe  laws  ol  ibe  slates,  n  spic- 
tively,  in  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  in  parlor 
wholly  abolished. 
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After  a  discussion  (a  report  ot  whicli  sliall  have 
a  place  hfiuallo)  in  wliich  the  bill  was  opposed 
by  M'ssrs.  Preston  and  Bayard,  ami  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Ta'.lmailge  and  Norvell,  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  so  as  to  require  the  same  proceedings  un- 
der tlie  bill  as  are  adopted  in  the  courts  of  the  states 
respectively. 

Tile  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by 
the  lollovviiiLC  vole: 

YE.^S— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  otAlab.im.1,  Clay.olKentncUy,  Ful- 
ton, Grindy,  Hiibbaril,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Meliean,  IVIerricli:,  Morris,  Moiiton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Riiggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Conn.,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Strange,  Swilt,  Tallmadge.  Tip- 
ton, Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright— 36. 

NAYi— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Pre.ston, 
Roane— 4. 

Subsequently  the  bill  was,  by  consent,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Grundi/,  oitered  a  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  fi\in^  llie  daily  asse'tibling  of  the  senate 
at  It  o'clock  A.  M,  instead  of  12,  till  otherwise  or 
dered  by  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expeiliency  of  establishing  a  new  post 
route  through  Brownsville  and  other  towns  in  Ala- 
bama. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Williams'  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  lor  the  survey  ami  determination  of  the 
nortlieastern  boundary  of  the  United  States.accord- 
ing  to  the  treaty  of  17i;i. 

The  deb  ite  on  this  subject  (to  be  given  hereafter) 
was  continueil  and  maiiitaiiied  throughout  the  day, 
by  iVl.'ssrs.  Cl<aj,  of  Kentuckv,  ISuclianan,  Davis, 
IVrigkt,  Calhoun,  and  Rioes.  ' 

I,.-ave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  introduced 
and  rea  I  twice. 

Mr.  in//iams,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  spe- 
cial committee. 

Mr,  Wright  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations. 

Messrs.  Daois  and  Williams  advocated  its  refer- 
ence to  a  special  committee,  on  ihe  ground  that  the 
chairman  and  another  most  prominent  member  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations  had  already  de- 
clared themselves  hostile  to  the  bill,  and  that  cour- 
tesy and  equity  demanded  that  it  should  at  least  go 
to  an  iuiparlial  cominiltee. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Hiiies,  Calhoun,  and  Buchanan 
advocated  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  fcirei:jn 
relations,  on  the  ground  that  it  involved  questions 
of  tiigh  import  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  C/uy,  ol  Kentucky,  urged  that  it  should  take 
that  course  which,  if  possible,  should  obtain  the 
iinaniinoiis  approbation  of  the  senate,  union  of  ac- 
tion beiui  more  important  than  any  particular  man- 
ner of  action. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

June  21.  The  day  was  principally  occupied  in  a 
discussion  growing  out  of  the  presentation,  by  Mr. 
Niles,  o(  resolutions  of  Ihe  legislature  of  Connecti- 
cut, against  the  siib-treasiiry-bill,  kc.  After  which. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  executive  session, 
and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  14,  (evening  session.)  After  some 
remarks  liom  Mr.  ]Vnrd,  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  against  Ihe  pending  amendment,  as  re- 
ported in  the  morniiig's  proceedings, 

Mr.  !Fi7/mnis,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a  call 
of  Ihe  house;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  pending  amendment  (providing 
that  the  pre-ein])lionist  shall  have  held  no  former 
pre-emption  right,)  was  then  acted  on,  and  rejected 
by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  75,  nays  9.3. 

Mr.  Briggs  olfered  an  amendment,  which  he  ex- 
plained as  being  intended  to  limit  the  action  of  the 
law  to  the  honest  bona  fide  actual  settler,  and  to 
preclude  speculators  in  pre-emption  risjhts.  He 
asked,  and  obtained  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  expediency  of 
this  amend. ncut, 

Mr.  Uuderivood  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions,  as  follows: 

"  i'hat  the  said  bill  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  be  coinfiosed  of  one  member  from  each 
state,  with  iiistriiclions  to  report  a  hill  repealing  all 
laws  which  direct  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  or 
any  part  ther.'of.  at  public  anc'ion.  and  graduating 
the  price  id'  Ihe  public  lands  in  such  manner  as  the 
committee  may  deem  reasonable,  fixing  dilfereat 


prices  for  the  public  land;  having  respect  to  the 
periods  of  time  they  rnay  remam  unsold  alter  being 
brought  into  market,  and  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  nett  pioceeds  of  the  salos  ol  the  public 
lands,  or  the  lands  themselves,  among  the  several 
states  accordingto  their  lederal  members,  from  and 
after  such  day  as  the  committee  may  deem  jiroper, 
and  providing  ior  pre-emptions  in  iavor  ot  all  those 
now  bona  fide  settled  upon  the  public  lands,  with  a 
view  to  secure  homes  lor  themselves  and  laniilies, 
and  not  to  secure  the  lan<ls  for  others,  and  to  pre- 
vent settlements  upon  the  public  land  from  being 
made  afler  the  passage  of  this  act,  until  the  lands 
are  legally  entered  and  paid  for." 

Mr.  Biiggs,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, modified  bis  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"That  before  any  person  claiming  the  benefit  of 
this  law  shall  have  a  patent  for  the  land  which  he 
may  claim  by  having  complied  with  its  provisions 
he  shall  make  oath  before  some  person  authorized 
by  law  to  administer  the  same,  which  oath,  with 
the  certificate  of  the  person  administering  it,  shall 
be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  proper  office,  when 
the  land  is  applied  for,  and  by  said  regisfei  sent  to 
the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  public  lands,  that 
he  entered  upon  the  land  wliich  he  claims  in  his 
own  right,  and  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  and  tliat  he  has  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
made  any  agreement  or  contract  in  any  manlier 
wilh  an}^  [lerson  or  persons  whatever,  by  which  tfie 
title  which  he  might  acquire  from  the  government 
of  the  United  States  should  enure  to  the  nse  and 
bene'fit  of  any  one  except  himself,  or  to  convey  or 
transfer  the  said  land,  or  the  title  which  he  may  ac- 
quire to  the  same,  to  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatever,  at  any  subsequent  time;  and  if  such  per- 
son, claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  as  aforesaid, 
shall  swear  falsely  in  Ihe  premises,  he  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  all  ihe  pains  and  penalties  for  perjury,  forfeit 
the  money  w  hicli  he  rnay  have  paid  for  ihe  land, 
ind  all  ri;;ht  and  lille  lo  the  said  land,  and  any 
grant  or  coaveyance  which  he  may  have  made  in 
'  pursuance  of  such  agreement  or  contract  as  afore- 
said, si  all  be  void,  except  in  the  hands  of  a  pur- 
chaser in  good  faith  lor  a  ^'aluable  consideration 
I  without  nolice;  and  the  certificate  which  shall  be 
'  filed  with  the  commissioner  as  aforesaid  shah  be 
j  taken  lo  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  oath  was 
legally  administered." 

There  was  some  fiirlher  discussion  on  these  and 
Ihe  other  amendmenis,  and  ujion  Ihe  bill  generally; 
when 

Mr.  Menefce,  after  ^ome  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  gave  notice  ol  his  intention  lo  offer  an 
anienument — |  w  hid,  however,  he  had  not  an  op- 
portunity ol  doing.)  Mr.  Boon,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious qiieslion.  Mr.  Pandol/ih  called  Ihe  alien- 
lion  of  the  house  to  Ihe  lad  that  Mr.  Boon  had 
liledRed  himself  that  the  previous  question  should 
not  be  demanded  till  candlelight.  It  was  then  half 
past  6  P.  M. 

Afler  some  appeals  from  various  members,  M 
Boon  uiltidiow  Ihe  proposition,  and  it  was  imrat 
dialely  renewed  by  Mr.  Cushman,  who  thought  the 
debate  had  occupied  a  sufficient  time  already.  On 
secondin:  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  the 
division  sloud:  Ayes  86,  noes  98.  So  the  house  re- 
fused lo  second  the  demand  lor  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  jiropo- 
silion  to  recommit  with  inslruclions.  (See  above.) 
The  yeas  ai  d  nays  being  ordered,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows:  Yeas  79,  nays 
12;i.  The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Brigg's 
pro|)osilion,  (see  above,)  upon  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  ordered.  i\Ir.  Casey  opposed  Ihe 
amendment  on  Ihe  ground  that  it  would  encumber 
the  title  in  every  land  sale,  and  would  produce  end- 
less litigation. 

Mr.  Titus  had  read  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  gave  notice  he  should  olfer  in  case  the 
pending  amendment  did  not  prevail: 

"Sec.  — .  Jlndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  claiming  a  pie  emption  right  shall  make  an 
aflidavit  that  the  said  claim  is  on  his  own  account 
and  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  with  any  previous 
agreement  or  understanding  with  any  other  person 
or  persons  to  transfer  the  same." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Brigg's 
ainendiiient,  and  resnlled  in  ihe  adoption  of  Ihat 
amendment  by  Ihe  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen. 
J.  W.Allen,  Aycrin;:;-,  Banks.  Bdl,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bri;.'<;s,  Brmison,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Chambers.  Chancy.  Childs,  Clowney.  Coles,  Connor. 
Corwin,  Cushini.'Dailiuiton,  Dawson, Davee.  Davis 
Deberrv.  Dennis,  Dunn.  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett. 
Ewins,'  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Gnode. 
J,  Graham,  Graves.  Grennell.  Griflin,  Haley,  Hall. 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harp-r,  Hjstiuas,  Hawe.s,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Henry,  Hoifman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T. 


Hunter,  Ingham,  H.  Johnson,  J.Johnson,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones.  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  McKonnan,  Menelee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parris.  Patterson,  Peek,  Pen- 
nybacker,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt.  S.  S. 
Prentiss,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rtncher,  Bhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgv\ay,  Robertson,  Rohmson,  Riinisey,  Rus- 
sell, Sergeant,  Shelier,  A.  H.  Sheppeid,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southiiate,  Stanly  Straltoii,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tilliinhasl,  Toland,  Underwood,  J, 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  Sherod  Williams,  Word,  Yorke— 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews.  Alherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell.  Biidsall.Boon  Buchanan, 
John  Calhoon,  Canibreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Craig, 
Crary,  CrocUell,  Cushman,  Dromgoole.  Duncan, 
Farringlon,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Gallup,  W.  Graham, 
Giant,  Gray,  Hammond.  Hamer,  Herod,  Howard, 
Hiibley.  W.  H.  Hiinter.'T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Leadbelter.  Lewis.  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  IMartin,  May,  R. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  C.Morris,  Noble,  Owens,  Pa.ker,  Par- 
menler,  Pearce,  Pelrikin,  Plummer.  Poller,  John 
H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily.  Rives,  Shields,  Sliep- 
lor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Tnrnev,  Wasener.  Webster.  W^pks,  Al- 
bert S.  White,  jared  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Worlhington,  Yell— 86. 

Mr.  Bell  proposeil  Ihe  following  amendment: 

"Jnd  provided  further,  I  hat  I  he  operation  of  this 
act  shall  be  suspended  as  to  the  lands,  and  every 
part  of  them,  which  hare  been  contigiiouslv  loca- 
ted lo  Ihe  Choctaw  Indians  in  Ihe  slate  of  Missis- 
sippi, under  the  inslruclions  of  the  secretary  of 
war  lo  col.  Gtorge  W.  Martin,  locating  agent, 
bearing  date  LS'li  ol  October,  1834,  and  the  in- 
structions of  Elbert  Herring,  commissioner  of  In- 
dian ali'airs,  lo  the  said  agent,  hearing  date  Ihe  lllh 
of  March,  183.');  and  as  lo  Ihe  lands,  and  eveiy  part 
of  Ihem,  of  which  any  Choctaw  head  of  a  family 
had  possession  at  the  dale  of  Ihe  treaty  crncludfd 
al  Dancing  Rabbit  Cieek,  27th  Se]le'uiber  1830, 
and  who  signified  his  or  her  inlenlion  to  remain  and 
become  a  cilizen  of  Ihe  United  Stoles,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  Ihe  14th  article  of  Ihe  said  treaty, 
until  Ihe  final  action  of  congress  in  relation  lo  liie 
claims  of  said  Indians,  under  the  14th  article  of 
said  treaty." 

Seme  conversation  as  to  the  expediency  and 
operation  of  this  amendment  fork  place  belween 
IVlessrs.  Bell.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  P«ini/6nc/.e;-, 
and  Lyon,  when  Mr.  Muy  sent  lo  Ihe  chair'llie  fol- 
lowing amendment,  proposed  as  an  ameiidnient  to 
Mr.  Bell's  motion: 

"And  that  any  person,  being  the  head  of  a  fa- 
mily, who  now  IS  setlled,  or  shall  herealler  settle, 
on  any  of  Ihe  public  lands  of  Ihe  Unittd  Stales,  and 
who  shall  continue  lo  reside  on  and  cultivate  Ihe 
same  for  the  period  of  twelve  months,  shall,  upon 
making  proof  thereof,  according  lo  Ihe  provisions 
of  this  act,  be  entitled  lo  a  liilif  of  pre-emplion  to 
one  quarter  section  on  the  terms,  conditions,  limi- 
tations, and  restrictions  contained  in  the  foregoing- 
section  and  provisions  of  this  ad." 

Mr.  May  defended  and  explained  his  amendment, 
and  asked  forthe  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  whicli  the 
house  refused  to  order.  Mr.  Sherrod  l]'itlia7ns 
asked  for  another  count:  which  was  eranted,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  Mr.  Polls  moved 
an  adjournment.  Negatived.  Mr.  Pelrikin  de- 
manded the  previous  question. 

Many  gentlemen  desired  to  know  what  would  be 
Ihe  main  question,  if  ordered. 

The  Chair  explaiiierl  that  all  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  cominiltee  of  the  whole,  excepting 
one,  had  been  adopted  by  the  house.  To  that  one 
several  amendments  had  been  made,  and  one  of 
these  was  yet  pending.  But,  as  that  amendment 
of  the  committee  had  not  been  adopted,  it,  wilh 
all  the  amendments  proposed  thereto,  would  be  cut 
oif,  were  the  iiiain  question  ordered. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  not  se- 
conded, 52  only  voting  for  it,  and  the  recusants  not 
counted. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  May's  amend- 
ment, and  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  52,  nnys  130. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  proposed  the  following 
amendmeiit  to  the  amendment: 

"./Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  public  faith 
shall  not,  by  any  thing  in  this  act  contained,  nor  by 
the  passage  thereof,  be  considered  as  ph  dged.  ei- 
ther dircclly  or  by  implication,  Ihat  congress  will 
or  ought  hereafter  to  renew  Ihe  same,  or  pass  or  re- 
-•'w  any  other  act  eranling  pre-emption  ri;;hts  to 

ttlers  on  the  public  lands  who  may,  conlrarv  lo 
law,  settle  thereon  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act." 
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Mr.  IJanison,  o(  Missouri,  niovcil  the  prcviniis 
qneslioii.  iMr.  S/ierrod  Hilliams  inovi'd  to  lay  llie 
biH  oil  the  table.  Lost.  On  seconJirig  the  de- 
marid  lor  tile  previous  qii'stion,  the  division  v\as  as 
follmvs:  Yeas  61,  nays  not  counted. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  Mason's  auiendiueiit  wag  then  rejected. 

The  ainend.iient  of  the  coniiuiltee  ot  the  whole, 
as  ainenile'l,  was  then  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  ciderin;;  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  thud  lime,  Mr.  Booi>  moved 
the  provious  question.  Hecomleil,  (by  tellers,) 
Ayes  95,  noes  ii.  And  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  by  the  lollowing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  .\lexaiuler,  .Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Beatty,  lieirne,  15^11,  Bicknell,  Buldle, 
Biiilsall,  Borden,  Bronson,  Biichannn,  J.  Callioon, 
Cainbr.'len:;.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cheath.iui,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crock- 
ett, Cushiiig,  Cushinan,  Darlington,  Davee,  Droiu- 
poole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
fi'ld,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  U.  Garland, 
Goode,  Win.  Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mo  III,  Hainer,  Hirrison,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holsev,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hublev,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jahez  Jackson,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  iN'.  Jones,  Keim,  Keinblc, 
Kliiigen=mitli,  Lcadbelter,  Lewis,  Log.in,  Loomis, 
LvoH,  Marvin,  Marliii,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  R. 
McClelljii,  .\.  MrClellan,  iMcCliirr,  McICennan, 
Miller,  Mooie,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Nay  lor, 
Noble,  N'lyes,  Owens.  Palmer,  Parker,  Parinenter, 
Paviitcr,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer, 
Pojie,  Pratt,  J."H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss, Rariilen, 
Reily,  Ridiway,  Rives.  Riimsey,  Shelter,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Sonthgate,  Spencer,  Slone, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  'Titiis,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S.'  White,  j'.  While, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams.  J.  W.  Williams.  J. 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Word,  Worthing- 
ton— 1S2. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams. H.Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Cainpb°ll,  Chambers,  Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  J.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grenn-ll,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harlan,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  W.Jones. 
Kennedy,  Lincoln,  J.  bl.  Mason,  Samson  Mason, 
May.weil,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Ogle,  Parris,  Patter- 
son, P.'arce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Robert- 
sun,  Robinson,  Ru-sell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Sheppord, 
C.  Shepard,  Shde,  Stanly.  Rliatlon.  Talialerro, 
Thompson,  Tillin^hast,  Toland,  E.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,   Wise,  Vorkc— 70. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  that  (he  house  do  adjourn, 
(it  was  then  half  past  8  o'clock.)  The  division 
(by  tellers  I  on  this  motion  resulted  a?  Ibllows: 
Ayes  72,  noes  76  So  the  the  house  refused  to  ad- 
journ.    The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Preiiliss,  ol'  Mississippi,  moved  to  commit 
the  bill  to  the  committee  of  Ihe  whole,  wilh  instruc- 
tions lo  strike  out  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell,  (see 
above,)  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  report  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  of  Ihe  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  reserved  from  sale  or  entry,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  or  any  other  law  of  the  United 
Slates,  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  reserved  lo  any 
Choctaw  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  of  IS  Ji),  and  also  to  reserve 
from  sale  or  entry  a  snlKcient  qiiantily  of  the  unoc- 
cupied and  unimproved  lands  acquired  by  said  trea- 
ty, to  satisfy  the  claim  ol  such  Indians  as  may  have 
been  entitled  to  reservations  under  said  treaty,  and 
whose  lands  may  have  been  sold  by  the  United 
States  on  account  of  any  default.  ne:ileet  or  omis- 
sion of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  ofTicer  of  the  United 
States;  such  reservations  from  sale  to  continue  un- 
til the  claims  to  reservations  under  said  treaty  shall 
be  invesliiated  by  the  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
poiiited  for  that  purpose,  and  their  report  finally 
acted  upon  by  congress. 

Upon  this  motion  Mr.  Prentiss  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Mr.  Diincnn  moved  an  adjournment. 
Lost:  Ayes  65,  noes  75.  Mr.  Cushmiin  moved  Ihe 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  and  Ihe 
imin  question  was  ordered  to  be  jiut.  viz.  shall  this 
bill  pass?  On  this  question  Mr.  Bonn  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  tlicn 
Mr.  Patterson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  (9 
o'clock.)  Lost.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  which  resulted 
39  follows:  Yeas  107,  nays  52.  So  the  bill  was 
sent  lo  the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
inents  made  by  the  house;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  house  (at  half  past  9  o'clock)  ad- 
journed. 


I  [During  the  discussion  of  the  pre-emption  bill, 
on  the  morning  preceding  the  above  altenioon's 
action— 

xMr.  Goode  moved  the  following  amendment: 
'•Prurided,  That  the  light  of  pre-emption  shall 
extend,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  $2  50 
per  acre,  lo  all  lands  vvithin  the  alternate  sections 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  the  Miami  and 
Wabash  and  Erie  canals  in  the  stale  ol  Ohio,  u  hich 
have  been  settled  on,  occupied,  and  ini|iroved,  for 
the  purpose  of  ciillivaliun,  prior  to  the  fust  day  of 
December,  lt*35,  and  which  are  still  In  the  posses- 
sion and  occupaiion  of  the  original  settlers,  or  his 
orher  heirs-atlaw,  not  ainoiiiiling  to  more  than  one 
quarter  Section,  and  being  all  in  one  tract." 

In  olfering  Ihe  above  amendment  Mr.  G  rc- 
marki'd  that  there  were  but  few  cases  to  uhich  the 
light  of  pre-emption  could  exitnd,  within  these  al- 
ternate sections,  as  there  were  but  a  few  settlers  on 
those  lands  prior  to  December.  1(S3j.  But  there 
were  a  few  cases,  of  great  merit,  and  which  ought 
lo  be  provided  foi;  perhaps  the  cases  might  not  ex- 
ceed ten  or  twelve. 

No  question  was  taken  upon  this  amendment,  in 
con.eqiieiice  of  the  preference  of  other  questions, 
in  Older,  and,  finally,  of  the  previous  question,  cut- 
ting olf  all  |)endiiig  and  prospective  auiendnienls.] 
Friday,  June  \5\  Mr.  Siiijder  of  Illinois,  after 
the  reading  of  the  jonrnal,  asked  leave  of  llie  house 
to  make  an  explanation  in  relation  to  an  article  that 
appeared  in  the  Madisonlan  ol  yesleiday. 
Leave  being  given,  Mr.  S.  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  myself  and  to  the  people  whom  1  represent, 
I  to  notice  an  editorial  article  in  the  Madisonlan  of 
i  yesterday — a  paper  printed  in  this  city,  and  edited 
j  by  Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  this  house.  The  ar- 
I  tide  is  headed  "The  Illinois  delegation — Ihe  sub- 
I  treasury."  Sir,  I  will  not  take  up'  the  time  of  this 
I  house  by  reading  it;  all  of  its  members  have  doubt- 
less seen  it;  and  [  will  not  allVcHo  disguise  the  fact 
that  this  article  is  intended  lor  me.  There  arebiil 
three  representatives  Irom  the  state  of  Illinois,  and 
I  am  the  only  one  of  that  delegation,  lo  my  know- 
ledge, who  has  given  any  intimation  tluat  he  would 
support  tlie  sub'treasiiry  bill.  I  would  not  now,  in 
this  manner,  notice  this  article,  were  it  not  that  the 
edito:-  of  that  paper  is  an  ollicer  of  this  house,  in 
tliese  days  of  the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  every 
public  man  receives  a  full  measure  of  abuse;  and  I 
would  have  taken  my  share  in  silence,  emanating 
from  almost  any  other  source;  but  eminating  and 
sanctioned,  as  it  is,  by  the  official  character  of  the 
editor,  I  feel  bound  to  take  this  notice  of  it,  in  or- 
der that  the  antidote  may  go  forth  wilh  Ihe  poison. 
It  is  true,  the  article  makes  no  direct  or  specific 
charge  of  corruption.  It  is  worse;  it  inlimales  it 
We.e  it  specific,  I  could  Ihe  more  readily  defend 
tny  character  froiL  the  Ibiil  charge.  The  author  of 
Ihe  article  intimates  that  I  have  solicited  exfciitive 
lavors  and  executive  smiles,  and  that  promises  and  fa- 
vors have  been  returned.  Sir,  I  am  not  an  applicant 
for  office,  neither  have  I  ever  received  the  smiles, 
promises,  or  favors  of  the  president.  Justice  lo  him 
and  lo  myself  demands  of  me  that  here,  in  iny  place, 
I  should  say  that  that,  as  well  as  the  charge  of  cor 
;iiplion  insinuated  by  the  article,  is  false  and  mali- 
cious. 

The  manner  in  which  the  editor  of  the  Madiso- 
nian  has  violated  his  pledges  made  lo  a  portion  of 
Ihe  democratic  members  of  this  house,  before  he 
(received  their  votes  for  its  printer — namely,  that 
he  would  support  the  ]ireseiit  administralion,  and 
Ihe  rules  and  usages  of  Ihe  democratic  party — reii- 
t  der  any  other  or  further  notice  of  hiin  for  the  pre- 
j  sent  unnecessary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations 
concerning  the  Texas  question  beiiu;  resumed — 

Mr.  Jldam?,  by  leave,  made  a  motion  lo  recommit 
I  Ihe  report  lo  Ihe  cominillee  on  foreign  relations. 
v\ith  instructions  lo  report  Ihe  Ibllowinir  resolulian=: 
1  "Resolfcd.  That  the  power  ol'  annexing  Ihe  peci- 
!  pie  of  any  independent  foreign  slate  lo  this  union 
is  a  power  not  delegated  by  Ihe  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  their  congress,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment of  their  government,  but  reserved  by  the 
people. 

"That  any  attempt  by  act  of  congress  or  by  trea- 
ty to  annex  the  n-piiblic  of  Texas  lo  this  union 
would  he  a  usurpation  of  power,  unl.iwful  and  void, 
■ind  which  it  would  he  Ihe  rishl  and  the  duly  of  the 
free  people  of  the  union  to  resist  and  annul." 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  he  concurred  entirely  in 
Ihe  report  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Dromzoole)  had  maite  on  behalf  of  Ine  committee 
on  foreiiin  affairs,  which  recommended  that  all  Ihe 
papers  relating  lo  Texas  should  be  laid  upon  Ihe  ta- 
ble; and  it  might  appear  inconsi-itenl  in  him  to  ad- 
diess  the  house  upon  a  siihji-ct  which  that  report, 
thus  receiving  his  approbation,  considen  d  as  not 
being  before  the  house.   But  it  would  be  remember- 


ed that  on  yesterday  a  motion  had  been  made  to  re- 
commit the  report  with  certain  insiructioiis,  the 
adoption  of  which  would  of  course  imnly  that  Ihe 
committee  had  erred  in  their  jiidiriueiil.  Il  was, 
perhaps,  his  duly,  certainly  his  right,  lo  emleaver 
lo  show  that  Ihe  comniiltee  had  not  erred;  and 
with  this  view  he  had,  on  yesterday,  referred  to  Ihe 
correspondence  belween  Mr.  Forsyth  and  gen. 
Hunt,  and  deduced  from  it  what  he  Ihouglil  a  clear 
inference,  lliat  no  proposilion  was  now  pending 
before  the  ex.-ciitive  branch  of  Ihe  goyernment  for 
the  annexation  ol  Texas  to  the  Unitnl  Stales  He 
had  read  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  stale,  declin- 
inp  even  to  rescive  the  proposition  for  future  conside- 
ration, and  the  acknowledgement  of  gen.  Hunt, 
that  this  was  a  prompt  and  decisive  rejection.  The 
gentleman  lioin  Massacbiisell.s  (Mr.  Ciishing,) 
who  dissented  from  the  report  ol  the  cominillee, 
had  said  (as  he,  Mr.  H.,  found  il  in  his  printed 
speech,)  that  "this  proposition  was  pending  now, 
and  in  force;  and  not,  as  the  la'e  report  of  Itie  se- 
cretary of  state  would  si  eui  to  intimate,  v\i!hdr:iwii 
finm  the  cogizance  ol  the  government."  This, 
then,  was  llii>  i<sue  which  the  house  had  lo  decide. 
He  could  not,  for  his  own  part,  conceive  how  a  re- 
jected overture  could  be  still  |Hnding.  Texas  was 
'certainly  not  bound  by  it.  II  the  piesideni  should 
chanire  his  miiiil,  and  announce  lo  Ihe  minister 
from  Texas  that  the  proposition  would  be  received 
and  discussed,  and  should  find  that,  in  Ihe  mean 
lime,  Texas  had  entered  into  neirotialions  with 
England,  or  any  other  power,  could  that  govern- 
ment be  justly  chaiired  wilh  a  breach  of  faith? 
Cerluiidy  not.  The  answer  to  such  a  charje  would 
be,  that  when  the  United  StaUs  promptly  and  de- 
cisively rejected  the  overture  for  annexation,  Texas 
was  left  free  lo  puisne  whatever  other  ronr-^e  she 
chose;  both  parties  were  precisely  in  the  same  rela- 
tive position, asthey  were  h  fore  the  proposilion  was 
made.  The  conduct  of  Texas  herself  proved  this. 
A  treaty  had  since  been  made,  (as  wean-  informed 
in  Ihe  papers,  by  the  memb  r  of  this  house  from 
Arkansas,  upon  authority  which  he  consider-^  un- 
questionable,) between  liie  Unit'd  Stitrs  and  Tex- 
as, for  Ihe  arrangement  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween them;  and  certainly  Ihe  conclusion  of  a  trea- 
ty between  two  independent  coveriinif  nis  was  at 
variance  with  the  atlilude  in  which  Ihe  eentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ciishinir)  desired  lo  place 
them.  There  was,  therefore,  nothing  before  the 
house  in  the  shape  of  a  proposilion  emanating  from 
Texas  herself,  upon  which  the  house,  or  any  com- 
mittee, could  act. 

Neither  was  there  any  specific  proposilion 
brought  up  by  the  memorial  or  resolutions  of  any 
Legislature  of  a  state.  MassaclKisetts.  Ohio,  Ten- 
nessee. .■Mab:iina,  and  Michigan,  which  he  would 
not  analyze  minutely,  because  it  wcuild  occupy  loo 
much  time;  but  he  would  content  himself  with 
saying  that  they  all  expressed  their  vieus  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  question  when  it  should  regularly 
come  up,  rather  than  their  intention  to  brini;  it  up. 
If  any  one  should  controvert  this,  he  would  en- 
deavor to  fortify  himself  by  a  particular  examina- 
tion of  these  documents.  As  lo  the  numerous  pe- 
titions of  individuals  remonstrating  aiainst  Hit  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  bo  supposed  that  these  persons 
would  be  satisfied  as  Ions;  as  Texas  lemained  out 
of  the  union,  and,  at  all  events,  until  she  a;;ain  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  come  in.  Many  of  the  peti- 
tions were  signed  by  women.  He  always  fell  re- 
gret when  petitions  tiius  signed  were  presented  lo 
the  house  relating  lo  political  mailers.  He  thought 
that  these  females  eonhl  have  a  siilficienl  field  for 
Ihe  exercise  of  their  influence  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  to  their  fathers,  their  husbands,  or  their 
children,  cheering  the  domestic  circle,  and  shed- 
ding over  il  the  mild  radiance  of  the  sorial  virtues, 
instead  of  rushing  into  the  fieice  struggles  of  po- 
litical life.  He  felt  sorrow  at  this  departure  from 
their  proper  sphere,  in  which  there  \\afi  abundant 
room  for  the  practice  of  the  most  extensive  benevo- 
lence and  philanthropy,  because  he  considered  It 
discredilahle,  not  only  lo  their  own  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  but  aUo  to  the  national  cha- 
ncier, and  thus  giving  him  a  right  lo  express  this 
opinion. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Thompson)  has  olfeted  an  amendment,  which 
brings  directly  before  Ihe  house  the  propriety  of 
making  an  offer  from  Ihe  United  Stales  to  Texas 
lo  receive  that  coiinlry  into  the  union.  He  v\ould 
thank  the  clerk  to  read  it. 

[The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

"To  report  a  joint  resolution  directing  Ihe  presi- 
dent to  take  Ihe  proper  steps  for  Ihe  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Stales  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
ilone  consisir  ntly  with  the  treaty  stipulations  of 
this  government."] 

II  would  be  observeil  that  these  steps  were  lo 
be  taken  by  the  president,  not  imniediately  after 


268 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  23,  1838— CONGRESS. 


the  passiige  of  the  joint  resolution,  but  at  some 
fuliire  time,  the  sairie  as  that  inihcaled  by  the  le- 
gisiaiiiio  ol' Alabama,  who  express  a  wish  for  the 
annexation  "as  soon  as  it  can  be  ilone  without  a 
violation  of  our  honor  as  a  nation,  or  any  principle 
of  international  law."  The  passage  ol  such  a  re- 
solution would,  he  thought,  postpone  the  advent  of 
the  time  which  that  gentleman  wished  to  hasten. 
The  n-round  upon  which  the  president  had  rejected 
the  overture  of  Texas  was,  that  its  annexation 
w.iuld  be  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  with 
Mexico.  And  so  it  would.  Mexico  was  at  war 
witli  Texas,  and  blockading;  her  ports.  She  had  a 
riijht  to  do  this,  and  we  could  not  coirplain 
Ion'  as   the  laws  of        " 


ations    were   observed.     But  j  this  floor,   and  he  hoped  Florida  would  soon  be  by 
suppose  that  Texas   wereie'eived  into  the  union,  j  her  side. 

what  would  be  the  cond.ti)n  of  thin<:3?  Those  j  In  order  to  illustrate  his  opinion  that  the  adoption 
would  become  the  ports  ol  the  United  States,  and  !  of  the  resolution  belore  the  house  would  be  an  an- 
the  territory  of  Texas  become  a  part  of  the  United  !  ticipation  of  the  subject,  and   therefore  premature, 


It  had  been  said  that  theUnited  States  were  once  I  Mr.  Cusfiing  asked  Ihe  yeas  nays  whicii  wera 
the  possessors  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  Texas,  un-  ordered.  He  then  asked  the  mover  to  withdraw 
der  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  He  bel'ev"d  that  this  his  lootion,  to  enable  hun  to  interpose  a  single  word 
was  correct,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to  define  j  of  personal  expl.inalion.  He  would  renew  the  luo- 
the  limit  lo  which  the  claim  extended.  If  this  was  Itioii  in  the  behall  ul  the  mover, 
so,  we  had  once  before  imrchased  Texas,  and  sold  Mr.  Pelriken,  with  this  understanding,  consented, 
it  lo  Spain  in  the  Florida  treaty.  What  we  had  Mr.  Cushing  then  begged  leave  to  ilisa\ow  i'.ny 
once  constitutionally  bought  and  sold,  could  we  not  intention  to  cast  any  thing  like  censure  upon  llitf 
buy  again?  If  the  loriner  purchase  was  invalid,  we  course  of  the  rest  ol  the  committee,  in  ctieiing  his 
must  ill  orderto  be  consistent,  relinquish  Louisiana  !  own  proposition.  This  had  been  imputed  toliim 
to  France,  and  Florida  to  Spain,  and  restrict  our-  j  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  v\as  chair- 
selves  to  the  boundaries  of  the  thirteen  original  I  man  of  the  couiinittee  on/oreii^n  allairs,  (Mr. 
slates;  but  no  one  would  advocate  this.  On  the  |  Howard,)  and  he  took  this  Ofiportiinity  lo  disavow 
contrary,  Louisiana  would  remain  represented  upon  !  it.     He  intended  to  express  dissent,  not  censure. 

■  "■     ' '  ■■  ■     ■  As  he  had  promised,  he  renewed  the  motion  of 


States.  Mexico  would,  therefore,  be  legally  in 
ding  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  by  sea  and 
laud,  with  every  descri[)tion  of  armed  Ibrce,  which 
wa=!,  i/)So/aclo,  war.  Tfie  coutini;ency  contempla- 
ted by  the  amendment  of  the  genlleman  from  S.  C. 
was.  the  recogidtion  of  the  independence  of  Texas  by 
Jlexico;  b.'cause,  until  that  happened,  no  annexa- 
lioa  could  be  made  consistently  with  our  treaty 
slipul  itious  with  iVlexico.  Now,  if  Mexico  thought 
that  the  consequence  of  her  recognition  of  Texas 
would  be  its  incorporation  into  the  United  States, 
and  thereby  gralilying  the  uishe.=  jf  Texas,  that 
circumstance  alone  would  of  itselt  induce  Mexico 
to  refu-c  to  make  such  recognition.  The  contin- 
gency, therefore,  upon  which  the  action  of  thi 


he  would  refer  briefly  to  the   only    three  modi 
which  the  president  could  execute  the  duty  which 
it  was  proposed  to  require  of  him. 

Texas  could  only  be  annexed  to  the  United  States 
in  one  of  these  ways; 

1.  By  the  exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power. 

2.  By  an  exercise  of  the  legislative  power  of  the 
federal  government. 

3.  By  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

It  could  scarcely  be  deemed  proper  for  the  house 
of  representatives  to  ilircct  the  prt^sident  to  make  a 
treaty  upon  any  subject  with  any  power.  We 
niiglit  as  well  request  the  senate  lo  ratify  or  not  to 
ratily  a  treaty,  when  submitted  to  that  body  by  the 


verninent  was  lo  take   place,  would    be    postponed  I  president  for  their  constitutional  action,  and  such  a 


by  the  very  passage  of  this  joint  resolution,  j 
ducing  an  eti'-'Ct  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wished.  He 
thought  that  the  recognition  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  a  measure  which  that  gentleman  had  advo- 
cated with  great  ardor  and  eloquence  at  the  last 
congress,  had  thrown  an  adilitioual  difficiilly  in  the 
wav  of  its  final  annexation.  This  opinion  was 
freely  expressed  at  the  time,  and  he  had  seen  no 
rcasjri  to  change  it.  The  ert'i'ct  had  been  this:  to 
vary  the  question  of  constitutional  power  from  that 
whicli  was  twice  settled,   in  the  purchases  of  Lou- 


asnre,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  would  strike 
eveiy  mind  at  once  as  a  departure  from  every  re- 
striction which  the  constitution  has  placed  upon  us. 
It  would  destroy  that  beautiful  harmony  establish- 
ed by  our  ancesters,  and  introduce  in  its  stead  a 
scene  of  irregular  and  ruinous  exercise,  in  disorder 
and  confusion  of  those  powers  whose  separation, 
and  perhaps  contradiction,  like  the  centripetal  ami 
centrifugal  forces  of  Itie  universe,  preserve  order 
and  beauty  in  the  system.  Should  a  treaty  be  made 
by  the  president  and  senate,  and  this  house  be  ap- 
pealed to  for  appropriations,  or  other  laws  lo  carry 
it  out,  it  must  iiravely  weigh  all  the  responsibilities 


isiana  and  Florula,  and   iulroduce  a  new  one;  thu 

depriving   the   friends  of   Texas  ol  the  benefit  of  of  its  situation  belore  reliising  so  to  do.     H 

two  precedents,    exactly    in    point,    and    throwing  I  milted  that  a  power  of  refusal   existed;  but  it  w 


ad- 


gument  alone,  iristead  ni' argument  j  to  be  ex 
and  preCL-dent  united.  If  Texas  had  not  been  re- 
co.Cuiii-^d  as  an  independent  power,  and  been  cou- 
sld.'red,  even  nominally,  as  a  part  of  Mexico,  and 
a  treaty  harl  been  made  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  by  which  the  latter  had  ceded  Texas 
to  the  former,  "(the  consent  of  the  people  of  Texas 
being  first  obtained,)  the  case  would  have  been 
parallel  with  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain, 
by  which  we  acquired  fonisiana  and  Florida.  In- 
stead of  this,  the   question   now   vvas  whether  we 


'd  only  in  ' 


hist 


it  was  the 
extreme  medicine  of  the  constitution.  It  was  only 
when  the  safety  of  the  nation  was  iinminenlly  en- 
dangered that  the  maxim  would  a[iplv,  and  sahs 
/lopvli  become  snpremii  lex.  But  it  was  not  neces- 
sary or  proper  to  anticipate  such  a  state  of  things. 
If  it  should  occur,  the  house  could  then  determine 
its  course,  without  now,  in  advance,  pledging  itself 
to  any  course  of  measures. 

But  in  either  of  the  other  two  modes  of  execut- 
liity,  which  the  instructions  ri-qnired  at  the 


could  absorb  an  entire  nation  by  a  treaty  with  that  I  hands  of  the  president,  whether  by  an  act  of 


nation.  As  for  himself,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  could  per- 
ceive no  dilrerence  betw'een  the  cases;  but  others, 
among  whom  was  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  argurd  that  great 
diii'erence  existed.  Great  doubt  was  ex  ressed  by 
manyofonr  most  distinguished  statesmen,  whether 
the  federal  govcinu'ent  had  the  constitutional  power 
to  acquire  Louisiana  und-r  the  treaty  with  France; 
and  sone  of  them  had  even  admitted  tliat  it  was  a 
case  beyond  the  constitution,  whilst  they  were 
still  anxious  that  the  United  States  should  be 
rouu.l  d  otf  in  that  direction.  But  when  the  case 
of  Florida  occurred,  the  difTicnlty  was  lessened; 
and  the  third  inslani  e  would  have  been  more  easily 


,  or  an  amendment  of  the  cimstitntion,  the 
house  of  representatives  would  be  called  upon,  ne- 
cessarily, to  perform  its  approtiriate  functions. — 
Then,  belter  than  now,  an  expression  of  their  wish- 
es could  he  made.  At  present,  there  were  disturb- 
ing and  powerful  causes  at  work,  which  he  need 
not  mentioti  to  the  genlleman  from  South  Carolina, 
the  effect  of  v\hich  would  be  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion upon  motives,  feelings,  and  interests,  far  dif- 
fen  nt  from  those  .statesmanlike  views  which  alone 
should  govern  the  decision  of  this  deeply  important 
matter.  The  whole  nation  was  in  a  state  of  agita- 
tion, working  like  a  troubled  sea.  Whe:her  this 
commotion  would  subside  or  not,  and  restore  to  the 


accomplished  than  the  second.  Of  this  advantage  I  country  that  tranquillity  which  was  indispensable 
the  friends  of  Texas  were  now  deprived,  and  had  I  for  the  happy  and  permanent  adjustment  of  impor- 
to  meet  a  new  question,  instead  of  following  in  a  j  tant  measures,  his  power  of  vision  did  not  enable 
track  alreaily  trodih-n.     He  could   not  himself  feel  I  him  lo  foresee.     But  he  could  discern  plainly  that 


the  force  of  the  difference  alleged  lo  exist.  The 
quest-ion  turned  upon  the  competency  of  the  fede- 
ral governm'^nt  to  receive,  under  the  constitution, 
a  portion  of  territory  not  belon.'iu;:  to  the  old  thir- 
teen United  Slates;  and  he  couhl  not  jierceive  that 
the  nature  of  the  government  which  made  the 
grant,  whether  republic  or  monarchy,  the  position, 
whether  on  this  or  the  otherside  of  the  Atlantic,  or 


the  welfare  of  ttie  entire 
States,  unconnected  with  s 
be  the  very  last  amonirst  th 
influence  the  house,  if  the 
upon  the  Texas  question. 

Upon  the  propriety  of  the   annexation  he  would 
not  enter.     He  had  carefully  avoided  bringing  that 

hject  before  the  house,  as  he   thought  its  discus- 


people  of  the  United 
ectional  feeling,  would 
!  motives  whicli  would 

vote  were   now  taken 


the  amount  of  land  granted,  wdiether  a  portion  or  [  sioii  premature.  The  lew  remarks  with  which  hi 
the  wliole  of  the  possessions  of  the  granting  pow-  j  had  troubled  the  house,  upon  a  ilitTerent  jioint, 
er,  at  all  alf.'cted  the  question  of  the  power  to  re-  would  not  have  been  made  at  all  ifhe  he  had  not 
ceive,  whicli  could  he  solvd  only  by  a  reference  !  f'dt  bound  to  sustain  the  report  of  the  committee. 
fo  the  constitution  of  the  United  '  Slates.  If  we  |  He  had  been  ilravMi  into  some  observations,  colla- 
hail  power  under  that  instrument  to  accept  Louisi-  '  terally,  because  two  amendments  had  been  offered, 
ana  and    Florida   from    the   emperor  of  France  and    changin<r  the  question,  after  he  had  taken  the  floor. 


Mr.  Petriken,  declaring,  however,  his  intention  to 
vole  against  it. 

Mr.  Petriken  then  said   he    would   withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  C/tiiir  said  that  it  vvas  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts. 
Air.  Cuskin^  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Jldams  had  a  word  to  say.  On  a  former  day 
he  had  asked  a  question  of  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  aHairs  who  re|)orted  this  resolu- 
tion, as  to  the  length  of  time  and  the  degree  of  at- 
tention bestowed  by  that  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  large  number  of  resolutions  of 
state  legislatures,  and  of  petitions  of  the  people, 
referred  thereto.  This  question  had  been  met  v\ith 
a  denial  of  the  right  of  a  member  of  that  house  to 
ask  it.  At  the  time  he  (Mr  A.)  had  said  that  the 
country,  as  well  as  himself,  would  draw  its  own 
conclusions  from  this  reply.  His  present  purpose 
was  to  ask  the  chairman  of  that  committee  it  he  and 
the  rest  of  that  committee  held  the  doctrine  that  a 
member  of  that  house,  in  the  discharge  of  his  pub- 
lis  duties,  had  no  right  to  make  inqniiies  of  a  com- 
mittee as  to  the  mode  in  which  they  had  discharged 
their  duties.'  Does  the  chairman  take  that  ground? 
J\lr.  Dromgoolc  here  rose,  and  wished  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Chai'-.  Had  a  memberof  this  house 
a  right,  under  the  rules,  lo  propound  such  inquiries 
lo  a  committee  thereof?  Mr.  Shields  here  asked 
if  the  hour  for  going  to  the  orders  of  the  day  had 
not  arrived?  Mr.  J?(/ams  renewed  his  inquiries  of 
the  chairman  and  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  allairs.  Mr.  Houard  rose  to  re- 
ply. The  Chnir  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Howard  would  prefer  to  reply  at  that  time. 
There  being  no  objection,  he  proceeded  to  say  that, 
n  making  the  report  they  hail,  the  committee  had 
ictfd  under  a  seiise  of  their  duty  to  the  house;  and 
t  was  for  the  latter,  as  a  body,  to  decide  whether 
or  not  they  had  acted  regularly  in  so  doing.  In  re- 
ply to  the' genlleman  from  Massachusetts,^ie  would 
say  that  he  did  go  the  whole  length  of  the  ground 
taken  by  his  colleague  of  the  conimiltee,  (Mr. 
Dronigoole,)  who  had  brought  in  the  report  under 
consideration.  He  Ihouglit  it  disrespectlul  to  a 
committee  ol  that  house  for  a  member  to  catechise 
its  members  as  to  the  precise  time  spent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  and  the  mode  in  which  those 
duties  were  discharged.  He  stood  by  the  genlle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Drnniirnole)  on  this  point. 
Mr.  .'M(;ms  rose  amidst  much  confusion,  occa- 
sioned by  calls  for  the  orders  of  the  day.  and  other 
cries,  from  vaiions  parts  of  the  hall,  and  .said  that 
the  genlleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Houard)  had 
not  chosen  to  meet  the  issue  tenderfd  him.  He 
was  interrupted  by  the  Chair,  who  again  announced 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  J/o;j/,-ras  hoped  the  house  would  consent  to 
take  up  the  motion  made  by  himself  on  a  former 
day,  to  reconsider  the  vote  wherf  by  otie  branch  oi 
the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair  had  been  referred 
lo  a  select  committee. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  Chair  once  more 
announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  R.  Gnrhmd  rose  to  enter  a  motion  lo  recon- 
sider the  vote  wdicreby  the  pre-emption  bill  waa 
vesterday  passed  with  certain  amendmenls.  Mr. 
Yell  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.  Mr.  R. 
C'nrlinid  asked  if  such  a  motion  was  then  in  order? 
The  C/iair  rrsponded.  certainly  not,  unless  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Mr.  Yell  moved  to  s'us- 
prnd  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and 
consider!  nir  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garland.  Mr.  .ddnms 
desired  to  know  what  were  the  motives  of  the  sen- 
tlemen  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Garland)  in  making 
this  motion?  The  C/inir  said  that  the  inquiry  was 
not  then  in  order.  Mr.  Jdtimx  observed  that  the 
reply  would  influence  the  vote  upon  the  motion. 
The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  rejected. 
In  takinir  up  this  business,  as  the   reLmlar  order 


.said   that  he  considered    that  this    of  the    day.  Ihe    Speaker   hoped  he  should  be  ex- 


iting  of    Spain,  we    must    have    po  '  er  lo    accept  I      Mr.  Prtrik 

Texas  from  the  people  who  owned  it.  The  qiies-  question  had  occupieo  ine  iimeol  the  nouse  already  ,  rnsed  by  the  hou^e  for  sugtrestin"-  that  an  adherence 
t ion  was  solely  as  lo  the  power  of  the  tfnntee  to  'oo  Iohl',  to  Ihe  embarrassment  of  important  public  |  lo  Ihe  rcLMilar  order  of  biTslness  on  the  calendar  re- 
r?ceive,  and  he  could  not  see  how  the  tvyoques-  hiisiness.  There  had  been  a  speech  on  each  side,  suited  uniformly  in  Ihe  greater  despatch  thereof. 
i_nf  ^he  person  ^granting  and   amount  granted    -a^iid^he^  would  now  move  to  lay  the  wliole  subject  on    Mr.  Cambrelcns  rose  and  said  that  it  vvas  now  thre* 

1  months  since  the  calendar  of  private  bn,ines:i  ;.ua 


could  influence  its  decision. 


,  the  table. 
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been  acted  on  wilh  res;ularily.  He  hnpoil  the  course 
siii;d;i>ste(l  by  the  speaker  would  bf  adopteil.  jMr. 
Hiirtiiii  protested  against  the  habit  ollhe  gentleman 
Iroiii  New  York,  iri  dictaliiij;,  day  alter  day,  the 
course  ol'  |iroeeedini;  to  the  house. 

The  private  cidendar  was  then  taken  up,  and  a 
number  of  private  bdls  disposed  of.  But  before 
much  progress  hud  been  made  in  the  calendar,  the 
usual  hour  for  takin;;  a  recess  arrived. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  half  past  thiee  o'clock,  but 
very  fewinembifrs  appeared  in  their  seats. 

A  call  of  the  house  was  moved;  the  house  was 
called,  a;id  121  members  answered  (o  their  names; 
when  further  |)rnceedings  in  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  jl/ciwj- obtained  leave  to  move  llie  fellow 
resolutiori: 

Resolied,  That  the  use  of  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
repre.'^entatives,  between  the  hours  of  ei^ht  and  ten 
o'clock  A.  iVl.  on  Thursday  next,  be  allowed  to 
doctor  Sherwood  and  doctor  Dwij;hl,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explainiui;  the  discovery  which  the  former 
conceives  that  he  has  made  of  the  laws  which  re- 
gulate the  variation  of  the  ina:;netic  needle,  and  of 
the  means  of  thence  ileducing  at  any  time,  by  a 
simple  and  infdiible  process,  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  any  point  ou  the  globe. 

Mr.  Peirikiii  moved  to  amenil  the  resolution  by 
appropriating  half  the  lime  to  an  exiiibition  of  Dr. 
Reilly's  sulphur  vapor-bath.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  StnnUj  moved  a  proviso  that  the  mover  of  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  P.)  or  some  other  member, 
should  sub  nit  to  the  operation.  [Convulsions  of 
laughter.]  Mr.  Pelrikin  was  required  to  reduce 
his  amendment  to  writing.  The  cierk  endeavored 
repeatedly  to  read  it,  but  failed  to  get  through. 
[The  merriment  increased.]  Mr.  Dromgoolf  mo- 
ved to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
until  the  house  should  recover  its  gravity. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  was  the  amend- 
ment without  a  count. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Two  other  resolution  to  the  establislmicnt  of  post- 
routes  were  olfered,  alter  which,  the  house  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  went  into 
the  unfinished  busin!>ss,  which  was  the  case  of  ma- 
jor Thomas  Harrison,*  (being  a  bill  allowing  him 
arrears  of  increase  of  pension  from  tlie  time  the 
disability  incurred,  np  to  the  lime  of  the  increase 
of  his  pension,  about  two  years  ajo.) 

Mr.  Slierroii  H'illiitms  concluded  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  bill.  It  was  debated  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  Messrs.  Tai;lor,  Liicotn,  Howard, 
and  J/fiCfr  being  in  fnvorof  its  passage,  and  Messrs. 
Wil!:i!ms,./2llen,  of  Vermont,  Cunhman,  and  Euam: 
against  it. 

The  debate  was  ended  by  Mr.  Cnshhii;.  who  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  It  was  seconded, 
and  carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  rollov\.'.:  Yeas  56, 
noes  97. 

Mr.  Hoifaid  moved  an  adjournment;  but  it  was 
lost:  Ayes  49,  noes  72, 

The  next  was  a  hill  from  the  senate  for  the  relief 
of  Ann  S.  Heile.Tian. 

Mr.  Underwood  opposed,  and  Mr.  GrenncU  de- 
fended the  bill,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port in  the  case;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  »as  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  passjge,  it  was  oppos-d  by  Mr.  Cam- 
brelenz  and  .Mr.  Tuylor,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  fl/a- 
son,  of  Virafinia,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Caro- 
lim;  wh:-n  iMr.  McKeiuuin  demanded  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  Yeas  1119.  nays  33. 

The  house  adjuurned. 

Saturday,  June  16.  Mr.  Pelrikin  obtained  leave 
to  offer  a  resolution  for  a  post  route.  Mr.  Ini:lmm 
made  an  etfort  to  jet  Thursday  next  appointed  for 
the  considera'ion  of  bills  reported  by  the  commit- 
mitlee  on  naval  a:f;\irs;  bi.t,  beli-ire  any  decision  on 
giving  leave  Mr.  Bri's'gs  claimed  the  floor  for  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  morning. 

After  some  explanations  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
Adams  was  about  to  adilress  the  house. 


•This  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole  wilh  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out. 
The  case  of  major  H.  was  a  most  interesting  one; 
during  the  discussion  an  appeal  from  the  claimant, 
stating  the  grounds  upon  which  ho  based  his  claims, 
was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Aycrigu,  of  New  Jer- 
sey. It  recapitulated  many  most  interesting  inci- 
dents in  the  battle  of  Chipewa,  in  which  he  was 
engag'-d,  and  in  which  he  received  several  severe 
wounds,  and  received  the  rank  of  brevet-major  in 
consequence. 


Mr.  ri7/iHL''i«s(  asked  the  genlleinan  lioiu  M,is- 
sachiise.ls,  (Mr.  Adams,)  who  was  enliiled  to  the 
floor,  to  give  way  so  tar  as  to  enable  him  to  request 
the  reading  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  on  th"  subject  of  the  annixation  of 
Texas,  introduced  by  him  (  Mr.  T.)  ou  the  29lh  of 
Dccemhei  la^t.  Mr.  .'Jdams  said  that  he  proposed 
himself,  in  his  remarks,  to  lake  notice  of  those  re- 
solutions, which  would  prob.ibly  answer  the  pur- 
pose ol  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Mr. 
Tillinslhisl  then  said  that,  in  that  case,  as  they 
would  probably  then  be  read,  his  purpose  woiihl  he  j 
answered;  ami  he  would  therefore  not  insist,  at 
this  time,  upon  his  request.  His  reason  for  mak- 
ing it  was,  that  he  und.rslood  those  resolutiuns  i 
had  not  been  before  the  ccunmittec  lor  tluii  con- 
sideration, and  he  wished  the  grounds  taken  in 
those  resolutions  slioiild  be  recalled  to  the  notice 
and  receive  the  attention  of  the  house  before  this  j 
debate  proceeded.  Mr.  .M/m.vaddresseil  the  house 
in  support  of  the  amendment  moved  by  him  to  the 
instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  he  given  to  the  committee  on  foreiun 
alfairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rials respecting  the  annexation  of  lexas  to  the 
union.  Mr.  .\.  continued  to  speak  with  great  ear- 
nestness till  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour; 
during  which  several  explanalions  were  made  by 
Mr.  HowanI,  Mr.  Legare,  and  Mr.  Dromgoole.  [A 
full  report  of  all  the  s|)eeclu'S  will  be  given  here- 
after.] 

The  house  was  then  about  to  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  private  bills;  when  ftlr.  Wliillleuij 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  yesterday  taken  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  major  Harrison,  as  he  wish- 
ed further  time  to  consider  the  fjcls  in  that  case. 
Mr.  Ciislinian  moved  to  lay  litis  motion  on  the  table; 
but  consented  to  withdraw  that  motion,  and  the 
motion  was  postponed  till  Fiidav  next. 

Mr.  Shichh  and  Mr.  C.  II.  Williams  made  an  ef- 
fort to  get  a  dav  appointed  for  the  consideration  of 
thebillto  enable  the  state  of  Tennessee  lo  issue 
;rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lauds  witlim  her 
limits. 

The  yeas  and  nays  ware  taken  on  siispe nilingthe 
rules  for  this  purp'ose,  and  stood — Yeas  67,  nays 
56;  (not  two-thirds.)  So  the  ruks  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Cus/iraanlhen  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  two  following  bills: 

".A.n  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passeniers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam." 

"An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  persons 
to  test  the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  imjirove  and 
render  safe  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against 
explosions." 

Mr.  Biddle  said  that  the  subject  was  one  of  such 
deep  and  pressing  importance,  that  he  must  ask  lor 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules. 
It  w'as  a  matter  thai  tonched  human  life.  Without 
exiravaiance  it  might  be  asserted  that  a  frightful 
responsibilitv  hung  over  every  hour  of  delay.  Tin* 
simatf  had  passed  these  bills  five  monlhs  ajo.  Mr. 
B.  was  not  a  member  of"  the  committee  to  which 
this  sn'iject  had  been  referred,  but  his  position  com- 
pelled him  painfully  to  feel  that  the  chance  for  se- 
curing attention  to  it  was  rapidly  passing  away. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  121,  nays57.  So  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended; and  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr,  Mircer  in 
the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  "authorizing  the 
appointment  of  persons  to  test  the  usefulness  of 
inventions  to  improve  and  render  safe  the  boilers  of 
steam  engines  against  explosions." 

The  bill  was  slightly  amended,  and  then  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  look  up  the  bill  "lo  provide 
for  the  better  security  ol  Ihe  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam;"  togeiher  witli  an  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee  on  commerce,  eoing  to  except  from 
that  provision  of  the  bill  which  requires  evry 
steamboat  to  bo  furnished  with  certain  long  boats 
and  yawls  the  boats  navigating  the  Mississij'pi 
river. 

In  support  of  this  amendment  Mr.  Thnmns  read 
a  memorial  signed  by  a  largo  number  of  the  mas- 
ters of  steamboats  on'  the  western  waters,  stating 
various  reasons  why  it  would  be  inconvenient, 
dansrerous,  and  neailv  impracticable  for  the  boats 
on  the  Mississippi  to  carry  these  yawls  triced  up 
on  their  quarters.  The  boat  could  much  soon^ 
be  run  ashore  than  these  yawls  could  be  lowered 
and  filled  with  passengers,  fee. 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested  that  the  boats  on  the 
lakes  stood  as  much  in  need  of  these  ya^Is  as 
those  which  went  to  sea. 

Mr.  Biddle  briefly  advocated  the  amendments  of  I 
the    co:nmittPc,  suggesting  that,  as   these   yawls  | 


,  were  sulficicnl  to  contain  only  a  part  ol  the  l.n.re 
number  of  passengers  who  "usiiallv  croHded  tiie 
steamboats  in  Ihe  west,  in  case  of  danger  there 
uoiildbean  instant  rush  to  gel  into  them,  Ihe 
Weak  and  helpless  would  be  i  iislied  aside,  Ihe 
bold  and  stron:;  would  rush  headlong  to  the  boats, 
the  authority  of  Ihe  commander  in  uiannsring  them 
would  be  diMcgardid,  and  the  prnb  ble  conse- 
quence would  be  that  the  boats  would  be  swamped, 
and  more  lives  lost  than  if  they  had  md  been  pro- 
vided. The  amendment  of  the  cnmiiiillee  was 
agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Tillinslwst  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  hv  ad- 
ding "or  on  tide  waters."  He  „,a,ie  some  reii  aiks 
111  support  of  this  aiiieiidmenl;  staled  a  case  of 
great  danger  in  which  he  had  been  personally 
present,  in  which  the  presence  ot  such  yawls  or 
long  boats  would  have  been  very  iiiipori'ant,  ,ind 
adverted  to  the  large  number  nl' lives  which  had 
been  lost  by  the  destruction  of  steamboats,  a  niim- 
b.r  greater  than  often  perished  in  a  war.  Mr.  pill, 
more  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Til- 
linghast,  by  adding  Ihe  wcu-ils  "  or  on  the  lakes." 
Mr.  Tiilingliasl  accepted  this  as  a  inodificalioii  of 
his  amendment.  Mr.  Paiidul/i/i  calliil  for  the 
leadiugofa  memorial  from  the  owners  of  steam- 
boats on  the  Raritan,  slating  various  objedions  to 
some  ol  III,-  details  of  the  bill,  and  espcciallv  lo 
the  provision  respecting  vawls.  I\Ir.  /;;V/,//c  'sng. 
gesled  that  the  bill  had  been  greatly  modifird  in  the 
senate  since  that  memorial  was  prepan  d,  and  i-iany 
of  the  matter.,  to  which  it  relale.l  were  not  now  in  ' 
the  bill.  The  bill  was,  of  necessity,  a  compio- 
iiiise,  in  which  various  views  from  all  parts  of  the 
union  had  been  resarded,  and  it  had  been  piiriiosi  ly 
renilered  as  general  as  possible,  avoidiiur  minute 
details.  He  ho[i6d  loo  many  minute  amenilmrnis 
would  not  be  made,  as  this  would  jeopard  the  suc- 
cess of  the  bill  in  the  senate.  'Mr.  Tillinghast 
modified  his  amemlment  so  as  lo  except  ferrv-boala 
and  steamboats  of  less  than  sixty  tons  from  Ihe 
necessity  of  providing  yawls.  i\Ir.  Huffman  op- 
posed the  amendment.  Such  a  provision  was  not 
necessary  or  desirable  on  the  Hudson.  Mr.  Leaare 
sngseste'd  a  constitutional  objection  to  it;  thi' gene- 
ral government  having  no  right  lo  exact  the  pro- 
posed  penalty  within  the  states.  Mr.  Tillifialiiist 
said  that  the  constitutional  objeclion,  if  there  was 
one,  applied  equally  lo  the  clause  compelling 
steam-vessels  navigalin'g  the  ocean  tosiip[dv  them^ 
selves  with  these  boats.  He  did  not  concur  as  to 
the  danger  of  employing  them,  hut  tliou:.rht  they 
would,  at  any  rate,  give  an  additional  chance  of 
escape,  and  wished  Hie  experiment  to  he  tried. 
The  question  on  the  amendment  was  dii  iderl.  The 
requirement  of  boats  for  vessels  naviijaling  the 
lakes  was  agreed  to.  That  for  vessels  on  tide~wa- 
lers  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  Y'ork,  olfered  an  amendment 
requiring  that  the  person  employed  as  an  inspector 
of  steam-boilers  must  not  be  personally  interested 
in  their  maniilacture,  and  must  he  put  on  oath  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  an  amendment  reqnirin"- 
every  boat  to  be  furnished  with  a  certain  number 
of  life-preserveis.  The  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Biddle.  Hamer,  and  Thomas,  and  sub- 
sequently withdrawn. 

Mr.  Howard  noticed  an  improvement  on  board 
the  steam-frigate  Fulton,  in  which  there  was  a 
double  salety-valve,  one  of  them  being  locked  up 
from  all  access,  and  so  conlrivod  as  of  itself  to 
letotf  the  steam,  altboiiEli  the  caplain  ii.ight  be 
disposed  improperly  to  retain  it. 

Mr.  £i-«Hs  thought  that  the  bill  did  not  siiflicient- 
ly  provide  for  competent  skill  and  knowh-<l:;e  on 
the  (lart  of  the  engineer  of  the  boat,  anil  siigjested 
an  amendment  appointinj  a  board  before  whom 
they  must  pass  an  exaniination.  Mr.  Coruin  re- 
monstrated against  a  multiplication  of  amendi:;enls. 
The  subject  required  much  practical  knowledge, 
which  the  house  did  not  possess,  and  he  thought  it 
best  to  avoid  unnecessary  detail. 

Mr.  Sergeant  thought  the  bill  went  as  far  as  was 
practicable  or  prudent  to  go.  The  principle  of  Ihc 
hill  was  not  to  guard  against  all  the  dangers  of  hu- 
man life,  but  only  against  those  which  were  pecu- 
liarly incident  to  Ihe  use  of  steam,  and  these  con- 
sisted in  explosions  and  conflagrations.  The  use 
of  life-preservers  might  bedesiiable,  and  so  mi^jht 
various  othn-  means  of  safety,  hut  they  applied  as 
well  to  all  other  vessels  as  to  steaniboais,  and  open- 
ed a  very  extensive  field  for  legislation.  After 
some  further  remarks  in  objeclion  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Evans,  the  question  was  put  on  that 
amendment,  when  it  was  rejected. 

Mr. -/^i/cnVe moved  an  amendment,  not  distincHy 
heard,  and  which  shared  the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Jiaiidolph  moved  and  ameninent  requiring  a 
certain  number  of  buckets  to  be  kept  constantly 
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fill  .J    wlih   uMier,  rcailv   lor  use;  bul,  belore   any  | 
qiK-ation  was  taken,  the  hour  of  recess  arrived. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

At  half  past  two  the  speaker  took  the  chair,  and 
the  house  a^aiii  resolved  itself  into  committee  ol 
the  whole  (Mr.  Davee  in  the  chair,)  on  the  steam- 
boat bill  ,       ,     ^.„  ,    . 

Mr  Randolph  wished  to  make  the  bill  as  perfect 
as  possible  belore  it  should  be  reported.  H^ 
moved  an  aiueiidment,  the  ellect  of  which  was  to 
restrict  the  obli^^ation  to  keep  a  fire  engine  on  board 
the  boal.s,  lo  boats  prop.-lled  by  hish  pressure  en- 
gines. This  was  intended  to  crea*e  a  local  dis- 
tinction between  the  boats  on  the  western  waters, 
and  those  plyini;  between  the  neishborinc;  cities. 
He  did  this  in  accorrlance  with  the  statements  con- 
tained in  Certain  memorials  upon  the  subject  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  house  Irom  New  Jersey,  &c. 

Exceptio.is  to  the  amendment  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Fillmore,  Marvin,  and  Robinson,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  the  following  amendment: 

'■Proiuiled,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  held  to  apply  to  steamboats  employed  in 
plying  between  a  port  or  place  in  any  state  to  ano- 
ther port  or  place  in  the  same  state,  and  not  en- 
gaged in  commerce  with  any  foreign  nation,  or 
aiiiong  the  several  states,  or  to  any  person  owning 
or  navigating  such  steamboat,  or  employed  on  hoard 


Ml.  R.  had  no  great  confidence  in  the  power  of 
legislation  lo  reach  this  case.  But  he  was  willing 
that  all  that  could  be,  should  be  done  by  congress, 
within  the  limits  of  their  constitutional  authority. 
He  olfereil  this  amendment  lo  protect  the  rights  of 
the  states  against  the  interference  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  UiiJerifood  made  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  view  of  the  question,  anil  was  replied 
to  briefly  by  Mr.  Robertson.  The  latter  denied 
tlie  right  of  congress  to  regulate  commerce  in  the 
ditierent  states  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  olii-red  by  Mr.  Robertson,  so  as  toren- 
der  the  law  applicable  to  such  steamboats  as  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pope  begged  gentle'men  to  forget  tor  a  mo- 
ment that  they  were  lawyers,  and  rot  file  special 
demurrers,  and  pleas,  and  bills  of  exception,  but 
pass  this  very  important  and  useful  bill,  pretty 
much  as  it  was  reported.  He  showed  that  this 
proc^'ss  of  holding  boats  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
diiterent  states  in  which  they  navigate  was  likely 
to  he  full  of  embarrassment  and  difiicnity,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  boats  that  ply  through  the 
waters  of  several  states.  He  hope, I  the  bill  would 
be  pissed  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  report,  d. 
Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Hamer  opposed  the  ainend- 
mi-nt  lo  tlie  amendment  very  brietty.  Mr.  Toucey 
urged  that  there  were  three  kinds  of  commerce, 
with  regard  to  which  congress  had  a  right  to  legis- 
late; 1st.  Commerce  with  foreign  nations.  2d. 
Commerce  between  the  states.  And, .3d.  commerce 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  There  then  was  4th.  com- 
merce within  the  states,  with  which  congress  had 
no  right  to  interfere  by  legislation.  H-  would  be 
in  favor  of  an  amendnient  to  this  effect;  and  offered 
such  a  one. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  tliat  congress  hail  long  exer- 
cised a  control  over  coasting  navigation.  Mr.  Ro- 
binson stated  that  all  vessels  over  20  tons  were  sub- 
ject (o  the  control  and  legislation  of  congress,  and 
sailed  under  a  license  imposed  by  a  law  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Menefee  cited  the  opinion  of 
the  supreme  court  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Ogden 
vs.  Gibbons,  in  support  of  those  general  views  of 
the  power  of  congress  over  navigation,  as  an  inci- 
dent to  commerce.  Mr.  Noyes  sugsested  that  a 
single  line,  added  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so 
as  to  restrict  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  such  ves- 
sels as  are  required  to  have  license  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  would  answer  all  the  purposes. 
And  he  had  read  at  the  clerk's  table  an  amend- 
ment, which,  when  in  order,  he  would  move,  to 
tliat  edVct. 

Mr.  Menefee  defended  and  sustained  the  applica- 
bility of  tlie  opinion  of  judge  Marshall,  (above 
c  t  'li,)  to  which  he  had  before  referred,  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration.  Mr.  Sergeant  here  with- 
dr°w  his  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, in  consequence  of  the  mover's  accepting 
the  modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Toucey  to  the 
same  elfect.  Mr.  T/iOHifts  would  be  moie  willing 
to  support  the  amendment  thus  modified,  rather 
than  as  originally  moved.  But  he  thought  the 
whole  amendment  unnecessary  and  supererogatory 
Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  such  objections  as  had 
been  taken  to  his  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a  count. 


Me.  Underwood  adverted  lo  the  requisition  upon 
the  boats  w  liich  the  bill  provides  to  carry  a  suction- 
hose  and  a  fire-engine;  and  he  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  which  contains 
that  requisition.  Mr.  Thomas  was  of  opinion  that 
this  section  ought  to  be  stricken  from  the  bill.  Mr. 
Biddle  concurred  in  this  view;  and  the  amendment 
prevaih-d  without  a  division.  Mr.  Randolph  mov- 
ed an  am»ndmeut,  striking  out  the  minimnm  o(  the 
punishment  imposed,  so  as  to  leave  it  more  discre- 
tionary with  the  court  to  graduate  the  punishment 
to  comparative  venial  olfences;  and  the  amendment 
prevailed. 

Some  other  verbal  amendments  were  offered, 
adotited  or  rejected,  on  motion  of  different  members. 
Mr.  Chillis,  of  New  York,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  adopted;  and  Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr. 
Underuood  each  offered  amendments,  which  were 
rejected.  Mr.  Gray  mo\ed  an  amendment  lo  the 
eighth  section,  so  as  to  name  the  lakes  to  which 
that  proviso  is  to  apply.  'I'he  amendment  prevail- 
ed. Mr.  Hamer  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  bouse;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed; a:id  the  bill  and  amendments  being  reported. 
Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments, 
offered  and  to  be  offered,  be  printed;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

The  house  then  ordered  lo  a  third  readinj  the 
bill  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  appoint  a 
board  to  test  the  practicability  of  inventions  to  pre- 
vent the  explosions  of  steamboat  boilers.  The  bill 
was  rend  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Thesrnate  bills  were  then  taken  from  the  speak- 
er's table,  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Several  private  bills,  on  theirthird  reading,  were 
then  read  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mitchell  moved  tliat  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ; which  motion  (at  a  quaiterpast  6  o'clock) 
nrevailed.     So  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  .hme  18.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay. 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  latter  part  of  the  petition  of  Francis 
P.  Blair,  olii^red  on  a  former  day,  was  referred  lo  a 
select  committee,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 
No  quorum  voting  on  this  motion, 
Mr.  U'fiilllesei)  hoped  the  subject  would  be  post- 
poned until  afterthe  call  for  peMtions.  Mr.  Thomas 
considru-id  that  the  dav  could  not  be  betters) 


marks  of  a  member  of  that  house.  He  thought 
Ihat  the  supplies  for  printing  public  speeches  on 
one  side  came  in  the  same  way  as  the  other — by 
voluntary  contributions  of  members  of  congress; 
nor  was  he  willing  to  indulge  in  vituperation  or 
charges  of  corruption  in  this  connexion.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  investigation  asked  lor  ought  to 
be  gone  into,  although  he  was  entirely  indifferent 
as  to  what  committee  it  should  be  done  by. 

Mr.  Carter  thought  that  there  had  now  occurred 
a  singular  change  in  the  doctrines  of  the  jiarty,  now 
asking  for  select  'committees  to  investigate  charges 
against  public  officers,  who,  a  few  months  ago.  took 
the  ground  that  such  charges  were  to  be  properly 
made  by  the  s/anrfing  committees.  Had  they  look- 
ed into 'the  way  in  which  the  committees  on  ex- 
penditures were  constituted,  and  that  they  could 
not,  and  would  not  be  made  to  give  such  a  n  port  as 
was  desired;  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Thomas  had  not  stated  the  true  mode  in  which  par- 
tisan speeches  were  circulated;  and  alluded  to  the 
uncontradicted  allegation,  that  a  taiilf  for  this  and 
similar  uses  was  levied  on  public  officers.  H'  this 
were  so,  he  thought  the  salaries  of  those  oliicer.s 
should  be,  bv  so  much,  reduced.  He  knew  the  fact 
that  Globes  and  Extra-Globes  had  been  franked  by 
public  officers,  and  sent  gratuitously  to  non-sub- 
scribers; and  he  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  clerks 
in  departments  were  employed,  a  great  deal  ot  their 
time,  in  direcling  such  documents.  Those  clerks, 
he  said,  were  constantly  requiring  an  increase  of 
salaries,  which  was  made  necessary  by  reason  of 
deductions  made  therefrom  for  party  purposes.  He 
was  for  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  as 
would  probe  all  these  things  to  the  bottom,  and  re- 
port thereon.  Thns  would  the  guilty  be  punished, 
and  those  unjustly  aspersed  be  relieved  from  sus- 
picion, and  justified. 

Mr.  Bond,  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Tliomas,  w  ent  into  a  variety  of  slatemenls  with  re- 
gard to  alleged  abuses  in  th'e  diflerenf  deparlments, 
and  recapitulated  some  of  his  former  statements 
upon  these  subjects.  Mr.  Ciishman  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  McKay,  (promising  to  renew  it,)  who  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  coinmiltee,  modified  by  acce|-.t- 
ingthe  proposition  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  so 
as  lo  extend  the  inquiry  to  the  manner  in  w  Inch  the 


printer  to  the  house. 
On  motion  of  Mr 


r,  the   following  para- 


than    in   considering   this   question.     Mr.   -l/c^^^ny  I  p„blic  printin.^  had  been  executed   by  the  present 
stated  the  prayer  of  that  part  ol  the  petition  under  |  t„;„,„,.,„  thoT-,,,,,^,, 
consideration.' from    which  it   would  seem  that   th 

pelitioiier  had  dune  prinlins  for   the  post  office  do- I  i    r,r      th-  -nVo.,,!. 

partment  to  the  amount  of  .«1..5nn,  w'hich  was  paid  graphs  from  the  manual  of  Mr.  Jefl^erson  were  rea  1. 
him.  Afterwards,  Mr.  Kendall,  coming  into  the  !  ^.  ;I  o;'  "°"°n  '■"?;  qj'^.f  °"  'be  decided  that  the 
dep.iitment.  assumed  10  deduct  that  .sum  from  the  i  biH  shall  be  committed,  it  may  then  he  moved  to  be 
amount  then  due  to  the  petitioner,  upon  the  ground  ,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  or  to  a 
that  it  had  been  illegally  paid  by  his  (Mr.  K.'s)  !  sp<^<;>a  'ommittee.  If  the  latter,  the  speaker  pro- 
predecessor  in  office;  The  petitioner  now  pravs  i  ceeds  to  name  the  committee  Any  member  also 
for  the  restitution  of  the  sum  thus  withheld,  and  Ihat  I  may  P^""?  ^  single  person,  and  the  ch-rk  is  to  wi  ite 
the  manner  in  which  he  done  tiie  public  printin 
red  into 


ly  be  inqn 

Mr.  Hopkins  contended  that  this  part  of  the  peti 
tioii. which  had  been  ordered  to  be  referred  toaselec 
committee,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  post  olfic 
committee,  as  well  as  the  former  part  of  it,  praying 
for  an  investigation  into  another  and  entirely  dilier- 
ent  matter. 

Mr.  Briggs  followed  in  support  of  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  animadverted  upon  the  habitual  negli- 
gence of  the  various  committees  on  occounts  as  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  ditferent  departments,  and 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  when  such  cases  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  house,  they  ought  to 
be  attendi  d  to  and  investigated. 

Mr.  Cnshman  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Crockett,  who 
had  a  few  words  lo  say,  and  who  promised,  at  the 
-eqiiest  of  Mr.  Cushman,  to  renew  the  mnlion. 
Mr.  C.  made  some  remarks,  a  report  of  which  will 
be  given  hereafter.  The  previous  question  was 
then  seconded  by  tellers.  78  to  57,  and  the  main 
quesiion  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  on  tfie  main 
question, 

Mr  If'jft'itms,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  the  vote  was:  Yeas  10.5,  nays  93. 

Sotlie  house  decided  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  memorial,  which  prefers  a  claim  of 
$1,500,  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office;  and  Ihat 
relating  to  the  petitioner's  manner  of  doing  the 
public  printing,  to  the  committee  on  public  expen- 
■ditures. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  com- 
mittee to  which  these  subjects  should  be  referred. 
He  had  a  few  remarks  to  make  with  regard  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Crockett.)  He  had  never  read  that  gentleman's 
letter,  which  had  given  rise  to  bis  remarks.  His 
only  object  lia.l  been  to  have  justice  done  to  a  citi- 
zen who  had  been,  as  he  thought,  injured  by  the  re- 


him  down  as  of  the  committee.  But  the  house  ha 
a  controlling  power  over  the  names  and  number,  if 
a  question  be  moved  against  any  one,  and  may,  in 
any  case,  put  in  and  put  out  whom  they  please. 

"Those  who  take  exceptions  lo  some  particulars 
in  the  bill  are  to  be  of  ihe  committee.  But  none 
who  speak  directly  against  the  body  of  Ihe  bill. 
For  he  that  would  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend 
if.  Hakeu-.  M6.  Town.  col.  21)8.  C'Eitri.  634. 
col.  2.  Scab.  47.  or,  as  it  is  said,  5  Grey,  145,  the 
child  is  nut  to  be  put  toanurse  that  cares  not  for  it. 
6  Urey,  373.  It  is  therefore  a  constant  rule  'that 
no  man  is  to  be  employed  in  any  matter  who  has  de- 
clared himself  again.;t  it.'  And  when  any  member 
who  is  against  the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its 
committee,  he  ought  to  ask  to  be  exciisd.  Thus, 
March  7,  1606,  Mr,  Hadley  was  on  the  question  be- 
ing put,  excused  from  being  of  a  committee,  de- 
claring himself  to  be  against  the  matter  itself. — 
Scab.  46." 

Mr.  Thomas,  after  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  Mr.  Boml,  renewed  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question.  Seconded — 95  to  40.  And 
the  main  quesiion  was  ordered  lo  be  put. 

That  pait  of  the  petition  preferring  a  claim  was 
then  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office. 
■  The  motion  to  refer  that  part  thereof  relating  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  public  printing  hail  been 
done  by  Ihe  petitioner,  to  the  committee  on  public 
expenditures,  was  rejected:  ayes  S9,  noes  89.  Tho 
chair  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  next  in  order  was  that  of  Mr.  McKay, 
to  refer  this  portion  of  the  petition  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  the  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  to  extend  the  proposed  investigalion  to 
Ihe  manner  in  which  the  public  printing  had  been 
done  by  the  present  printer  to  the  house. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  R.  Garland 'f^sked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  tho  question  was  first  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit  to  a  select  committee,  and  resulted  as 
follows;  yeas  101,  nays  100. 
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So  the  house  decided  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  rccurrin5  on  the  instructions,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  195,  nay  1. 

So  the  proposed  in-slruclions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gra7i(  asked  li'ave  toolfera  resolution  set- 
tini;  apart  lo-morrow  lor  the  corisideralioji  of  the 
house  bills  makins;  appropriations  for  inipiovenients, 
surveys,  Stc.  of  certain  harbors.  Obji-cliniis  being 
mad.",  Mr.  Grant  asked  lor  a  suspension  of  Ihe  rules 
to  iMiable  him  lo  otier  Ihe  nsolution,  and  on  this 
motion  he  asked  forthe  yeas  and  nays.    Not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lust. 

Pelilioiis  were  now  pres>iited,  and  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  house  until  Ihe  hour  ol  recess. 

EVKNING    SKSSION. 

The  house  mH  at  halt  past  Ihiee  o'clock,  accor- 
ding to  the  ordi-r,  an. I  wfut  iutii  committee  of  the 
whoie  for  the  consideraiion  of  Ihe  bill  lo  establish 
certain  post  routes  and  di.-conlinue  others. 

The  sections  of  the  bill  were  read  in  order,  ac- 
cording to  the  slates  in  which  the  routes  were  lo- 
cated, and  vai'ions  amendments  were  proposed,  of 
merely  local  interest,  occupying  nearly  the  whole 
session 

iMi.  Hopkins  moved  an  amendment,  appropriat- 
ino;  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousaml  dollars 
to  cany  into  ertect  the  piovislons  of  the  bill. 

Mr. 'H.  alluded  to  the  conilition  of  Ihe  post  office 
department,  and  said  that  owin;;  lo  the  extension  of 
facilities  to  the  country,  and  the  extraordinary  em- 
barrassments of  the  times,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  establish  new  routes  from  Ihe  present  resources 
of  the  office;  and  it  might  even  be  necessary  todis-  j 
continue  some  of  those  already  established,  if  aid  , 
were  not  granted  from  the  treasuiy.  He  should  be  ; 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  unless  means  were  1 
art'orded  to  carry  it  into  etl'ect. 

Air.  IVisc  objected  to  the  appropriation,  and  al- 
luded to  the  reports  of  th-2  postmasier  general,  with 
ai  allegation  that  they  were  inconsistent  and  con- 
tradictory. The  first  report,  he  said,  stated  the  de- 
partment was  in  debt  mar  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  second  report  stattd,  that,  as  if  by  a  magic 
wand,  order  had  been  brought  out  of  confusion,  and 
solvency  from  bankruptcy.  The  report  at  the  call- 
ed session,  or  at  the  commencement  of  this  one, 
stated  that  the  postmasier  general  could  sustain  his 
department  upon  his  own  resources,  and  that  he 
needed  no  aid  from  the  tieaiury.  If  all  this  was 
true,  how  could  it  be  that  this  anproprialion  was 
necessary.  He  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
postmaster  general  was  hoarding  his  resources,  to 
be  used  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  he  would 
not  trust  this  sum  of  money  to  him  to  be  used  for 
electioneering  purposes;  for  the  application  of  it  to 
the  creation  of  new  post  routes  was  permissory, 
and  not  obligatory. 

The  debate  was  briefly  and  incidentally  continued 
till  a  quarter  past  eight  o'clock,  when,  without  com- 
ing to  any  decision,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed progress;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Taesdinj,  June  19.  In  addition  to  the  recovery  of 
Mr.  Cranston,  whose  presence  in  the  house,  after  a 
protracted  illness,  has  been  heretofore  noticed,  we 
are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  announce  that 
also  of  Messrr.  Coffin  and  Curtis,  both  of  whom 
have  resumed  their  seats. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
composing  Ih"  select  couiioittee  on  the  memorial  of 
Francis  P.  Blair,  viz:  Messrs.  McKay,  Hopkins, 
Thomas,  Hortinau,  and  Hanier. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  an  executive 
communication. 

The  senate's  amendments  to  several  house  bills 
were  read  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  idams  resumed  Ihe  floor  in  support  of  his 
amendment  on  the  subject  of  the  admission  of 
Texas.  He  continued  to  speak  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  morning  hour,  when,  without  having 
finished  his  remarks,  he  yiehled  the  floor. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  u  hole  on  Ihe  state  of  the  union. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  Ihe  house  accordingly 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Connor, of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chair.) 

INIr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  committee  do 
now  take  up  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Mr.  Sergeant 
moved  lo  take  up  the  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  the  committee,  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that 
this  was  the  only  debateable  bill  now  remaining; 
aller  this  should  have  been  debated  and  disposed  '-•t. 
the  house  could  go  on  and  finish  the  public  busi- 
ness rernainins.  He  was  sure  all  were  anxious  to 
go  home;  and  it  was  best,  on  all  account3,  to  have 
the  question  on  it  decided    in   one    way    or    other. 

The  committee  by  tellers,  voted  to  take  up  the 
sub-treasury  bill:  Aves  132.  The  bill  was  read 
through.     Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  was  about  to 


address  the  committee  when  Mr.  W.  T/inmpson 
asked  him  lo  yield  Ihe  floor  for  a  moment,  lo  allow 
him  to  olfrr  a  substitute  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng assenting, 

Mr.  Thompson  olfered  Ihe  follow  ini;; 

Strike  out  all  alter  the  words  -Be  it  cnacleil," 
&c.  and  insert:  "That  all  dm  s  lo  the  governmenl 
shall  hereafter  be  collected  in  cold  and  silver  coin, 
treasury  notes  of  Ihe  United  Stat<'s,  and  Ihe  notes 
of  soiinil  specie-paying  banks,  under  such  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  as  may  be  presrribed  by  act 
of  congress,  or  by  Ihe  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury: 
Proviileil,  That  no  bank  notes  shall  be  received  as 
aforesaid,  except  such  as  Ihe  bank  of  dej.osite  shall 
agree  to  receive  and  credit  as  cash  | 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of 
treasury  be,  and  he  is  herchv.  required  to  select,  as 
special  depositories  of  Ihe  public  funds,  and  at  such  ' 
places  !is  may  be  necessary,  sound  specie-payin;; 
banks,  preferini,  in  all  casi-s  where  such  exist, 
banks  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  states  in 
which  the  same  are  sitiia'ed. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seeretarv  he, 
and  he  is  hereby,  diiected  to  co'trael  with  the 
banks  selected  as  depositories  aforesaid,  for  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  Ihe 
public  nveniie.  on  such  terms  and  lorsuch  conipen 
sation  as  he  mav  deem  right  and  jiroper;  sttpulatinj; 
in  all  cases,  under  such  guai'anlies  as  he  mav  think 
necessary,  that  Ihe  public  funds  deposited  wilh  said 
banks  shall  be  in  no  case  used  in  their  business, 
nor  ortherwise  used  but  in  payment  of  drafts  from 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  /.  Garland  said  Ihat  before  Ihe  gentleman 
from  New  York  proceeded,  he  would  make  a  mo- 
tion which  should  directly  test  the  question  on  Ihe 
bill.  He  meant  to  meet  it  front  lo  front,  without 
resorting  lo  any  amendment.  He  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enactinff  clause  of  Ihe  bill.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng then  went  into  an  expose  in  explanation  and 
support  nflhe  hill.  He  was  followed  by  i\Ir.  Pick- 
ens on  Ihe  same  side  of  Ihe  question.  At  the  hour 
of  recess  Mr.  P.  gave  way  lor  a  motion  to  rise,  and 
the  committee  rose. 

EVF.NI«fG    SF.SSION'. 

Mr.  richens  concluded  his  speech  upon  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor,  and 
slated  that  it  was  his  desire  lo  address  the  commit- 
tee on  this  question,  and  he  moved  that  the  com- 
initte  rise.  His  motion  prevailed, and  the  commit- 
rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  niiilc,  ofKentneky.  the  house 
then  went  into  committee  of  Ihe  whole  (Mr.  Davee 
in  the  chair,)  upon  Ihe  post  route  bill. 

Mr.  Hopkins'  amendment  was  peiulinj,  Ihe  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  appropriate  $.'225,000  in  order 
to  establish  the  proposed  new  routes.  Mr.  Under- 
ti'OO'l  went  into  an  argument  in  order  to  show  that 
thesi.  routes  miirht  be  established  without  anv  ad- 
ditional appropriations.  Mr.  peed  was  willing 
that  every  useful  and  expedient  facilitv  should  bo 
alibrded.'not  too  burdensome  upon  the  treasury. 
There  were  some  things  upon  whi.di  he  wished 
some  information,  esriecially  the  express  mail, 
which  he  did  not  believe  lo  be  generally  useful, 
and  as  inv.dving  an  expense  which  might  be  well 
dispensed  witli. 

Mr.  Monlgomen/  said  that  it  had  oreurreil  to  the 
committtee  to  abolish  thi?  expre-^s  mail,  although  it 
had  not  been  brought  dirtclly  before  the  commit- 
tee. It  had  only  existed  on  commercial  routes, 
and  had  been  useful  in  transporting  commercial  in- 
telligence; but  that  mail  had  been  suspended 
wherever  the  establi»hinnet  ofrail-roail  and  steam- 
boat navijralion  had  taken  place.  It  had  cost  more 
than  it  had  come  to, and  he  (Mr.  M.)  wasofopinicn 
that  it  might  well  be  alto!;ether  abolished. 

Mr.  Pope  was  not  particular  about  the  passage 
of  the  amendment,  though  he  had  no  objection  to 
it;  but  he  hoped  that  the  bill,  at  all  events,  would 
be  passed.  Mr.  Yell  se.pported  Ihe  bill.  Ife  de- 
monstrated the  necessity  of  the  new  routes  proposed 
to  be  established.  Mr.  jl/r/r/in,  of  Al"  baina.  was  in 
favor  of  Ihe  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  He  be- 
lieved that  without  it  the  bill  would  be  entirely 
inoperative. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
[lull,  Goorie.  Mercer,  Briggs.  Monlgomeru.  Veil. 
Calhoun,  Hoffman.  Johrison.  of  Lonhiann.  Fletcher, 
of  Vermont,' P/a7/i/)S,  and  IFiV/ioms,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr.  Yell's  motion  (offered  durins  this  debate)  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins  to  strikeout 
and  insert  a  clause  to  repeal  Ihe  act  of  1836.  eslab- 
lishinj  the  express  mail,  and  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  to  the  new  routes,  slighily  modified,  pre- 
vailed. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins  prevailed;  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 


H'ednesday,  June  iO.  Mr.  ..'W(;»is  resumed  the 
noor,and  continued  the  couiscol  his  rcinarksiii  sup- 
port of  his  amendment  lo  the  nsoliilion  of  Ihe  com- 
mittee on  foreign  allairs.  In  relation  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

[He  had  not  concluded  wh  n  the  hour  elapsed 
for  morning  bii-iness.  A  full  report  will  be  gi\en 
herealtcr.] 

Theorder  of  the  day  being  announced,  the  house, 
on  motion,  took  up  Ihe  pie.einplion  bill,  as  letiirii- 
ed  from  the  senate  with  some  ainendmenls,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  house.  [The  lull  now 
only  wauls  Ihe  sign'aliire  of  the  president  lo  be- 
come a  law.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  commillee  ol  the  whole,  ami  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  sub. treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Branson  gave  notice  ol  his  intention  to  offer, 
at  the  proper  time.  Ihe  lollowins  amendmenl: 

'•  Si'C.  20.  Jnd  be  it  further  ennclej.  Thai  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  Ihe  opiTalion  of 
the  follov^ing  pails  of  acts  or  pro\  isions  ol  law, 
now  in  force,  shall  be,  and  Ihe  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended for  the  space  of  two  years,  lo  w'il:  So 
much  of  the  act  of  .June  2:!,  l'S3(i,  entitleil  "  An 
act  lo  reirulate  the  depo'ites  ol  the  public  money," 
as  provides  that  Ihe  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank 
which  has.  since  Ihe  fcuirlh  of  July,  183(),  issued 
any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomluation  than  five 
dollars,  shall  not  be  received  in  payment  of  any 
debt  duo  to  Ihe  United  Stairs.  And  so  much  of 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  ollu  r  pensioners 
of  the'  United  States,  for  the  year  18:M>,"  passed 
Mth  April,  l.SSfi,  as  [.rovides  that  no  bank  note  of 
a  less  denomination  than  tuenty  dollais  shall  be 
olfered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatsoever  in 
which  money  is  lo  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
or  the  post  nflice  department." 

The  pending  qiirstion  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  to  strike  out  Ihe  enacling 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  being  entitle  I  to  the 
floor,  went,  at  length,  into  a  general  aigument 
against  the  bill,  and  in  reply  lo  the  remarks  of 
Messrs.  Cambreleng  and  Pickens  on  the  other  side. 

At  two  o'clock  the  house  took  a  recess. 

EVF.XIVn     SESSION". 

The  sub-treasury  bill  again  un-ler  consideration— 
Mr.  Drumsoole  addressed  the  committee  al  lent;lh 
in  a  eonstilutional  argument  against  the  cin|doy- 
ment  of  stale  banks  as  depositories  of  the  )iublic 
money,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  the  only  remain- 
infj  resort,  unless  a  national  bank,  which  he  held 
to  be  still  more  heterodox- 

Mr.  Prcn/iss,  of  .Mississippi,  next  obtained  Ihe 
floor,  and  commenced  a  speech  of  great  interest 
and  animation,  in  which  he  traced  the  history  of 
the  experiments  on  the  currency,  and  comiin-nled 
with  severity  on  the  course  of  some  gentlemen 
who  had  changed  their  political  prefen  nces,  and 
were  now  the  ailvocatcs  of  this  hill  and  of  the  ad- 
ministration geni'rally.  He  coulinueil  lo  speak 
until  about  halfpasl  six  o'clock,  when  he  gave 
way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise.  It  rose 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Branson  laid  on  the  table,  ami  had  leavi.  for 
the  printing  of  an  amendment  to  Ihe  bill,  \\  huh 
he  proposed  herealter  to  move. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting papers  on  the  subject  of  the  outrages  on  our 
frontier. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  allairs. 

And  then  the  house  adiourned. 

Thursday,. June  2\.  Mr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Ha- 
mcr  were,  on  theii  own  request,  excused  from  si-r- 
ving  on  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
Fianei=P.  Blair. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chair  appoint  other  members 
in  their  stearl. 

Mr.  /-'«y'i'''r,  by  leave,  presented  certain  memo- 
rials and  resolii'ions  of  ditferent  meetings  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  and  against  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Tillinirhasl  obtained  an  order  tlia'l  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  which, 
when  presented  by  him,  had  through  accident  not 
been  jirinted  on  the  journal  of  the  house,  should 
now  be  inserted  with  an  entry  slating  the  former 
omission. 

Mr.  Cushing  mollified  his  resolution  calling  for  a 
report  from  Ihe  romniittee  on  foreign  relalions  so 
as  to  incluile  the  resolutions  of  the  slali-s  of  Rhode 
Island  and  of  Vermont  among  those  to  be  reported 
upon. 

Mr.  JIdams  then  resumed  the  floor  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  d<claralory.  of  the  ductiino  that  the 
gov..rnment  has  no  power  under  the  consilntion  lo 
admit  into  the  union  the  people  of  any  foreign  slate. 
He  continued  to  speak  till  the  expiration  of  the 
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rao:ninu;  hour.  A  little  further  time  was  then,  by 
consent',  alloweil  him;  but  belbre  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  H:iiiaii  deinaiuled  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Bills  fro.n  the  senate  were  then  read,  and  refer- 
red: and  the  senate's  ainendments  to  certain  bills  of 
the  honse  were  concurred  in. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelens:. 
went  into  coriinittee  of  the  whole  on  the  st.Ue  of 
the  union.  (Mr.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Duncan  got  le>ive  to  have  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  proposed  by  him  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss^  of  Mississippi,  then  resumed  the 
floor,  and  continued  his  address  to  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  particularly  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Piclcns'  appeal  to  the  interest  of  the  south  in 
behalf  of  the  bill.  He  spoke  until  the  expiration 
of  the  innrnin:;sitting,  when  the  house,  at  2  o'clock, 
took  its  daily  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

After  Mr.  Prfnti-s  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
Mr.  Hinder,  of  Viri^inia,  took  the  floor,  and  spoke 
till  si.K  o'clock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  without  con- 
cludiii;^. 

Anil  then  the  committee,  on  motion,  rose,  and 
the  honse,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Frtd'ijj  June  22.  The  lournal  bein^  read,  Mr. 
Plains  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  (to  he 
reported  hereafter  in  lull)  upon  the  subject  of  the 
auiie,\ation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  until  the  laspe 
of  the  morning  hour,  without  concluding. 

The  chair  having  announced  the  p.'ivate  orders  of 
the  clay,  Mr.  McKenniin  moved  to  take  up  for 
con,iileration  the  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Boon,  pro- 
posing to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment. 

O  ij  clioi  b;ing  mile,  Mr.  MclC'nrvxn  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  olfer  this 
raoiion,  and  on  this  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  The  motion  to  suspend  pre- 
vail'd,  yeas  139,  nays  55. 

The  following  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
Boon  on  a  former  day,  was  then  taken  up; 

"Rmolred,  (the  senate  concurring  therein,)  that 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the 
presidf  nt  of  the  senate,  close  (he  [}resent  session  of 
congress  by  an  adjourn. nent  of  the  two  houses  over 
which  they  presiile  respectively,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  July  next." 

Mr.  MiiKennan.  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  'Ist  Monday"  and  inserting  "2d  Monday"  of 
July.  Mr.  Boon  modified  the  propositio.-i  accord- 
ingly. Mr.  Naylor  moved  to  amend  by  restoring 
the  original  reading,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Not  orilr-red.  The  motion  was  rejected.  iMr. 
G  ;;7«i!.^,  of  Lou.,  moved  to  strike  out  the  "2d," 
and  insert  the  "3d"  Monday  in  July;  and  on  this 
he  aslied  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  G.  referred  the  house  to  the  calendar  of  busi- 
n.^ss  b  fore  the  hous^',  antl  instancedseveral  iin]">ort- 
avit  bills  yet  to  be  acted  on,  whence  he  ar;^ued  that 
the  adjournment  ought  not  to  take  place  before  the 
16th. 

Mr.  Bauldbi  said  he  was  anxious  that  the  public 
business  s'lould  be  done.  That  it  might  be  done 
was  true.  That  it  might  have  b 'en  dune  was 
equally  true.  But  if  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(.Mr.  Girhnd)  thought  that  length  of  time  would 
s?cure  that  olij-ct,  Mr.  li.  would  ask  him  to  look 
back  upon  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  and  see 
what  hail  been  done  in  all  that  time.  He  said,  if 
they  were  dipoied  to  do  the  business  now,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  every  thing  material  could  be  done 
by  the  9th  of  July.  If  they  did  not  wish  to  do  it, 
they  never  would  do  it  in  any  length  of  time.  If 
they  meant  to  do  it,  let  them  act  promptly;  if  not, 
let  them  ;':o  home. 

Mr.  iVhitllaeii  enumerated  some  important  mat- 
ters to  be  acted  upon  before  adjournment,  and  said 
that  the  house  had  now  found  itself  in  precisely  the 
predicament  he  had  predicted  it  would  be  in  the 
early  part  of  this  session.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
all'this  proved  the  importance  and  necessitv  of  act- 
ing earlier  upon  the  important  business  of  the  ses- 
sion. Under  the  present  state  of  affairs,  he  could 
not  vote  for  an  earlier  day  of  adjournment  than  the 
16th  of  July.  Mr.  Boonthoujhl  that  all  the  impor- 
tant business  of  this  session,  yet  to  be  done,  might 
well  be  transacted  prior  to  the  91  h  of  July,  if  mem - 
bsrs  would  but  talk  less  and  act  more.  Mr.  Hai/nes 
said  he  would  show  the  estimate  in  which  he  held 
the  value  of  time  by  moving  the  previous  question. 
On  the  question  ofseconding,  tellers  were  ordered, 
ami  the  house  refused  to  second  the  motion  of  Mr. 
H  lynes:  Ayes  72,  noes  95.  So  there  was  no  se- 
cond. 

Mr.  N'i<ilor  agreed  that  it  was  certainly  very  im- 
portant that  the  bills  enumerated  by  several  mem- 
bers should  b=  acted  upon,  and  he  thought  that  this 
might  as  well  be  done  bv  the  9tii  as  bv  the  IGtIi  of 


July,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the  earlier 
period.  [Hu'e  qjisued  most  deafening  cries  of 
question!  Mr.  Haynes  took  the  floor.  The  cries 
W'ere  repeated  yet  more  loudly.] 

Mr.  H.  said  that  such  vociferations  did  not  terrify 
him.  He  would  stand  till  doomsday,  if  necessary, 
and  say  what  he  had  to  say.  He  had  risen  to  ask 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

T|-,e  Cli'iir.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been  or- 
dered: and  the  question  is  on  striking  out  "the  2d" 
and  inserting  "the  3d  Monday  in  July." 

That  question  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas 
90,  nays  121. 

Mr.  Sherroi  Williami  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  resolution  until  this 
day  week.  Mr.  Casey  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Not  ordered.  Mr.  Hiynes  asked  for  tellers. 
Granted.  And  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  (ire- 
vailed:  .\yes  95,  noes 89.  So  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  Friday 
week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Citmbrclem;,  the  house  then 
went  again  into  committee  nf  the  whole,  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  floor,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill;  and 
the  bill  was  further  discussed  during  the  reinai:uler 
of  the  day's  sitting. 

CHRONICLE. 

From  i/ic  Canada  frontier.  The  Albany  Even- 
ing Journal  stales  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  J. 
\V.  Turner,  a  deputy  marshal  at  Oswego  who  ar- 
rived at  Albany  on  Monday,  express  from  Lewis- 
town,  that  the  patriotsof  Upper  Canada  have  a^ain 
made  a  rally  on  Ihelr  own  soil — having  formed  a  camp 
in  "Long  Swamp."  (an  extensive  marsh  lying  be- 
tween Grand  island  and  Chippewa  creek)  where 
they  are  now  fortifying  themselves.  The  nucleus 
of  this  force  was  formed  by  refugees  who  crossed 
over  from  the  United  Slates  in  parties  of  twenty  or 
thirty  at  a  time,  so  as  to  evade  British  vigilance, 
but  volunteers  are  said  to  be  flocking  in  to  them 
from  all  quarters.  The  number  entrenched  when 
they  were  discovered  is  sujiposed  to  be  from  200  to 
400. 

The  alarm  was  instantly  given,  and  an  express 
sent  olf  to  Toronto  for  a  regular  force  to  extricate 
them.  This  news  says  the  Journal,  is  very  vague — 
we  believe  it  comes  byway  of  Toronto — but  we 
think  it  may  be  substantially  relied  upon.  This 
evening's  western  mail  will  either  refute  or  confirm 
it. 

.Another  report — Extract  from  a  letter  from  P.  C. 
H.  Brother,  esq.  to  a  gentleman  in  this  city,  dated 
Queonston,  Hlh  June,  1S3S: 

"To  day  the  report  is,  that  the  patriots  are  kick- 
ing up  another  muss  with  us.     It  is  said   that  they 
crossed  last  night  below  Lewiston,  and  are  now  in 
the  forest  between  this  and  St.  Catharine." 
Corrapondence  of  the  .irg-us. 

Waterloicn,  Ju"ne  13.  1S3S. 

Dear  sir:  We  have  nothing  of  iinpoitance  in  re- 
lation to  the  alfairs  of  the  frontier,  save  the  fact  j.ist 
communicated  to  me,  that  this  morning  while  the 
steamer  Oneida  was  passing  Wells'  island,  Johnson, 
with  lour  men,  appeared  in  his  long  boat,  construct- 
ed in  such  a  manner  as  to  equal  the  speed  of  the 
best  steamboat.  He  and  his  men  gave  three  cheers. 
It  was  attempted  to  be  relurii»d  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, but  was  suppressed.  Johnson  then  raised  from 
his  boat  the  flag  of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  a  se- 
cond time  gave  three  cheers,  which  was  also  at- 
tempted lobe  returned  by  some  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, but  was  ill  like  manner  suppressed. 

Johnson  then  made  otf  in  his  boat  towards  the 
isiand.  This  occurred  near  the  spot  where  the 
"Peel"  was  burnt. 

Johnson's  retreat  being  upon  Canadian  islands, 
and  the  speed  of  his  boat  surpassing  every  thing  on 
the  lake  or  river,  when  seen,  all  efforts  as  yet  to 
take  him  have  failed.  He  states  that  he  will  not  be 
taken  alive;  and  that  his  fastness,  if  not  impregna- 
ble, will  defy  any  force  that  can  for  some  time  at 
least  be  brought  against  it. 

Our  militia,  it  cannot  be  expected,  would  be  wil- 
ling to  go  upon  Canadian  ground,  and  attempt  the 
arrest  ot  these  d'sperale  men;  but  we  are  liourlv 
in  the  exp-ctation  of  the  arrival  of  some  re:;ula'r 
troops.  Colonel  Ciiminings  has  arrived  herer  and 
is  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops;  and  signifies 
his  readiness  to  aid  the  civil  officers  in  their  efforts 
to  arrest  these  men  at  all  hazards. 

.flnother  seizure.  Capt.  Homans,  in  command  at 
Lewdston,  has  made  another  valuable  seizure  of 
pat'iot  arms.  Ninety  stand,  with  bayonets,  were 
found  secreted  at  Diclcerson's  tavern,  six  miles  from 
Lewiston,  on  the  Lockport  road.  They  were  prin- 
cipally English  Tower  muskets  and  United  States 
nianufacture. 


This  indefatigable  officer  is  preventing  much 
mischief.  ^Buffalo  Com.  Adv.  June  IGth. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated 

Cornwall,  U.  C,  iih  June. 

A  very  bad  feelng-exists  on  both  sides,  all  along 
the  frontier;  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  it  is 
growing  worse  every  day.  Sir  John  Colborne  pas- 
sed this  to-day  on  his  way  to  Quebec.  On  his  ar- 
rival there,  he  will  immediately  despatch  two  or 
three  more  regiments  to  this  province.  He  haa 
made  arrangaments  to  place  the  whole  frontier  in  ■ 
this  quarter  in  a  strong  state  of  military  defence. 
Lord  Durham  is  expected  here  on  Wednesday  next. 
He  intends  making  a  tour  of  the  Upp-r  Province, 
and  it  is  currently  reported  that  he  intends  moving 
the  seat  of  government  from  Toronto  to  Kingston. 
This  is  said  to  have  been  recommended  by  Sir 
George  Arthur. 

The  war  department  has  ordered  two  steamboats 
to  be  chartered — one  on  lake  Erie  and  one  on  lake 
Ontario — each  to  be  manned  and  armed.  The  boat 
on  lake  Erie  will  be  placed  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  J.  T.  Homans. 

Major  general  Macomb,  to  whom  has  been  as- 
signed the  command  of  our  troofis  on  the  northern 
frontier,  left  Washinglonon  the  r2th  instant  and  is 
now  at  hispost.  The  "Globe"  hasthe  following  re- 
marks on  the  appointment  of  general  Macomb. 
"That  nothing  may  be  wanting  within  its  power 
to  prevent  collision  on  the  frontier,  the  war  depart- 
ment has  ordered  the  first  officer  of  the  army  to  take 
charge  of  the  force  which  is  drawn  together  to  sup- 
press the  marauding  parties  on  the  Canada  frontier, 
made  up  of  the  disaffected  Canadians,  joined  by  a 
few  outlaws  fVom  onr  side  of  the  line.  Whatever 
can  be  eliected  by  the  limited  means  which  the  va- 
rious demands  on  our  small  army  leave  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  commanding  general,  will  doutbless  be 
done  to  crush  the  border  banditti,  whose  sole  ob- 
ject is  that  of  plunder  and  revenge.  It  is  possible, 
too,  that  the  inciters  of  this  gang  may  hope  to  pro- 
duce by  the  predatory  warfare,  a  general  hostile 
feeling  on  the  frontier,  which  may  lead  to  difficul- 
ties wdiich  the  respective  go\Trnments  may  not  be 
able  to  compose.  To  prevent  such  mischief,  no 
one,  we  are  confident,  is  better  adapted  than  gen. 
Macomb." 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat,  June  15. 

Rumor  of  another  outrage.  We  find  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  in  the  Toronto  Patriot  of  Tuesday 
afternoon.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  true, 
although  it  is  possible  that  it  is  not.  We  give  it  as 
we  find  it: 

"Another  division  of  the  pi.'ates  is  at  work  on 
Lake  Erie,  where  a  schooner,  laden  ivilh  merchan- 
dise belonging  to  Mr.  Chrysler,  of  Niagara,  ha.s 
been  captured.  A  despatch,  announcing  this  new 
outrage,  arrived  in  the  city  last  ni\;lit,  but  nothing 
uiore  than  the  bare  fact  has  transpired." 

The  Kingston  S|iectator  of  Saturday  says:  "Two 
steamers  were  out  last  night,  having  troops  on 
board,  searching  round  the  islands  for  the  plunder- 
ers, and  are  not  yet  returned." 

Outrage.  We  are  mortified  to  say  that  Major 
Webb,  the  British  officer  commanding  opposite 
Black  Rock,  while  on  a  visit  to  our  city  yesterday 
afternoon,  was  insulted  and  maltreated  by  a  parcel 
of  worthless  fellows,  v^lio  constituted  themselves 
champions  of  the  national  honor!  The  conit  of 
general  sessions,  now  sitting,  have  called  a  special 
grand  jury,  on  niolion  of  the  district  attornev.  for 
the  jirompt  investigation  of  the  outrage.  {Buffalo 
,idL-ertiser. 

Three  of  the  individuals  who  made  the  unmanly 
attack  on  Major  Webb,  of  the  Briti.-,h  army,  have 
been  tried  and  sentenced  as  follows:  O'iJiien  to 
thirty  days' imprisonment,  and  a  fine  of  fifty  dol- 
lars; Kellogg  and  Euimons  to  a  fine  each  of  seven- 
ty-five dollars.  [Globe. 

The  Albany  Evening  Journal  states  that  more 
than  two  hundred  witnesses,  residing  along  the 
frontier  from  Plattsburif  to  Buffalo,  are  in  attend- 
ance on  the  United  States  district  court.  Twelve 
bills  of  indictment  have  been  found.  Among  the 
persons  indicted  are  Dr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Bryant,  of 
Portland,  Maine,  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Palmer,  of  Clinton  county.  McICe'nzie,  against 
whom  an  indictment  was  found  before,  was  in  court 
on  Saturday. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Montreal  papers  that  the  go- 
vernment steamer  Dee  was  expected  there  from 
Quebec  with  200  seamen  detached  from  the  seve- 
ral ships  lying  there  for  service  on  the  Upper  Lakes. 
We  may  observe  en  passant  that  the  above  steamer 
Dee,  and  another  government  steamer,  the  Media, 
have  made  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic  this 
spring  from  England. 
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i^3~Tiifc  senate  iiavc  coiicurrciT  in  (Tie  ri-soimioii 
ofth;  hoiise  (1x1115  upon  Monday  the  Dili  of  Juli- 
as the  day  of  adjournuient. 

CiJ-The  presidont  has  ieco;niz?d  Cliarles  H. 
Forbes  as  vice  consul  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  New 
York. 

fiC?-We  have  pjWished  some  inlerestiiij  parlicti- 
lars  relating  to  the  wreck  of  the  Pulasici,  but  have 
not  yet  seen  an  authentic  statement  of  the  lost  and 
saved,  ft  appears  that  out  of  eleven  passengers 
from  Florida,  in  the  Pulaski,  not  one  is  known  to 
be  savrd. 


tile  proposilion  for  allowing;  the  Cherokccs  further  i  ftloiiday  in  Jauujiy  slioulil  be  fixed  on  as  the  time 
time  lor  removing  to  the  uist.  |  of  resumption   ol  said    hanks:  PiorificJ,  That  the 

The  ijovernorof  Alabama  (we  learn  from  the  Uiiiled  States  Baiik  of  Pennsylvania,  through  its 
Nashville  Union,)  has  issued  orders  for  calling  into  I  Uijency  in  this  city,  will  furnish  a  peneral  cur- 
service  fifteen  hundred  of  the  militia  of  that  state,  reiicy,  until  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank, 
five  hundred  of  whom  are  to  be  mounted  men.  j  or  until  such  other  remedial  measure  be  adopted  or 
The  troops  are  to  be  mounted,  organized,  and  then  '  sustained  by  the  government  in  relation  to  liic  cur- 
discliarged,  subject  to  be  called  into  service  at  a  !  rciicy  as  will  insure  the  country  and  the  hanks 
nioinenl's  warning.     The  reason  assigned  by  lhc\  against  tlie  di'iilorablfconscqiience-i  of  a  second  sus- 


governor  for  this  measure  is  the  apprehension  of 
ilidiculties  Willi  the  Clierokees.  From  present  ap- 
p.arances  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  ser- 
vices of  these,  as  the  Indians  are  peace.ibly  making 
their  wav  to  the  west,  under  llie  judicious  arrange- 


The  Philadslp!iii  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Thursday  says: !  inents  of  general  Scott,  without  the  sliglitest   indi- 


"it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  can 
nounce  the  name  of  another  soul  saved  from  the 
ill-fat.d  Pulaski.  It  is  Mr.  Innis  (of  Pliiladeljihia) 
of  the  firm  of  Okie  &.  Innis.  His  friends  had  let- 
ters from  him  yesterday,  dated  at  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  lie  was  llie  person  unknown,  of 
the  thirteen  that  were  last  heard  from." 

He  had  been  "uiourned  as  dead"  by  his  friends 
at  home. 

On  the  23d  inst.  a  meeting  was  held  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  "to  adopt  some  proper  course  of  action 
in  relation  to  the  in^daiicholy  accident  to  the  steam 
boat  Pul.aski;"  his  honor,  the  mayor  in  the  chair. 
They  aitopted  a  memorial  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, earnestly  requesting,  "that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  providing,  by  all  theineans  in  (their)  power, 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar  disasters."  The 
memorial  concludes  by  praving  congress,  "that  a 
system  of  rigid  iiisiieclinii  to  be  insfuuted,  under 
proper  officers  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  so 
directed  as  to  secure  both  in  the  conslruclion  nf  the 
hull  and  machitiery  of  steamboats  iidet/wile  slrengt/i, 
and  to  provide  not  merely  for  the  prudent  manage- 
ment of  such  boats,  but  for  the  safety  of  the  pas- 
sengers in  the  event  of  accidents,  are  measure? 
which,  if  adopted,  and  carried  into  full  elfect,  will 
greatly  tend  to  the  security  of  the  public.  Your 
petitioners  trust  th.it  your  honorable  body  will  not 
adjourn  without  making  these  and  such  other  pro- 
visions on  this  subject,  as  your  wisdom  may  sug- 
gest, and  may  be  best  calculated  to  effect  the  ol)- 
ject  in  view — an  object  in  which  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people  have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest." 
They  also  passed  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  capt. 
Davis,  ofthe  Henry  Camerdon,  who  rescued  several 
of  the  passengers. 

The  s'js-TREASur.Y  bill  reported  to  the  house 
of  representatives  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  was  rejected  on  Monday  last  by  a  vote  of 
111  yeas  to  125  naj-s.  On  the  following  day  iMr. 
Foster  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  but  the 
house  refused— .\ye3  21,  nays  2i)o.  A  detaile<l  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  under  the 
proper  heail. 


cations  of  hostility. 
From  the  Caxada  Fro.s'tikr.     Major  general 


pension  of  specie  paymfnh  '  y  tLe  ^ovcnxmcnt  and  \\u 
banks." 

New  York,  June  26.  The  business  in  sterling 
exchange  yesterday,  for  the  Great  Western,  was  at 
a  small  decline  on  the  rates  current  on  ^ilurday, 
the  sales  having  been  made  at  8  12a9  per  cent, 
prem.  chielly  at  8  3-1  a  i).  Some  of  the,bank3  re- 
fused to  draw  under  9  1-2  per  cent,  prem.,  but  we 
have  not  heard  of  any  transactions  at  that  rate.  On 


Macomb,    and   brigadier    general  Brady,   arriveil  [  France,  5f.  22   was  obtained.     The  amount  of  ex- 


at  Sackett's  Harbor  on  the  16th  instant.  A  Saekett': 
Harbor  paper  mentions  the  arrival  of  two  hundred 
regular  troops  under  the  command  of  captain 
Gwyniie,  of  the  Ist  regiment  of  infantry,  and  capt. 
McCall  of  the  A[\\.  They  arc  to  be  followed  by 
others.  The  object  of  these  movements,  it  is  said, 
is  "to  suppress  and  capture  the  banditti  headed  by 
William  Johnson — protect  the  commerce  of  the 
lake  and  river  St  Lawrence,  and  to  restore  confi- 
dence and  safely  to  all  the  peaceable  and  quiet  in- 
habitants residing  near  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  governments." 

The  steamboat  Telegraph  has  been  chartered  by 
general  Macomb  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  now  being  armed  and  manned  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontier,  to  preserve  the  laws  ol 
neutrality,  and  to  the  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  Bulfalo  Commercial  Advertiser  "says  it  was 
generallv  understood  there  that  the  fight  at  the 
"Short  Hills,"  noticed  in  the  next  page,  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a  tavern  broil.  The  lancers  were  insolent  and 
overbearing,  high  words  were  followed  by  blows, 
and  a  general  melee  ensued,  in  which  several  were 
severely  injured  and  a  few  killed.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  any  violence  was  premeditated  by 
either  party,  and  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  it  was 
purely  a  casual  rencounter.  It  may,  however,  be 
but  the  prelude  to  fresh  troubles.  There  is  no  af- 
finity between  the  resident  population  of  the  pro- 
vince and  the  British  soldiers.  The  latter  are 
looked  upon  as  foreign  mercenaries,  and  we  may 
expect  to  hear  of  frequent  collisions  between  them 
aiut  the  people." 

The  trial  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the  burning 
of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  steamer,  was  to  commence 
at  Waterlown,  Jefferson  county,  yesterday  under 
judge  Cushman.  Anderson  is  the  first  named  on 
the  list. 

The  attorney  general  of  the  state  had  arrived  to 
assist  the  district  attorney. 

The  number  of  British  troops  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  is  computed  at  500.  There  is  a  body  of 
U.  S.  troops  at  Biillalo.  Gen.  Brady  left  there  for 
Detroit  on  Tluirsdav  the  12th  instant. 


Mor.E  Se-.iixoles.  About  700  Seminole  In- 
dians, from  Florida,  arrived  at  the  Fourchc  bar, 
about  seven  miles  belov/  town,  in  the  steamboat 
South  Alabama,  from  New  Orleans,  last  week,  and 
remained  there  until  iMonday,  the  water  being  too 
low  for  the  boat  to  coice  up.  The  Indians  were 
then  taken  on  board  the  Liverpool  and  Itasca,  each 

with  two  keel-boats  in  tow,  and  proceeded  up  the  '  governor  Kent  and  his   council,  now  in  sessr 
river.  I  the  subject  of  establishingone  or  more  military  posts 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  party  are  lieutenants  [  near  the  northern  frontier.  This  distinguished  officer 
Reynolds  and   Terry,  U.  S.   army,  and  a  small  de- 1  has  been  sent  by  tiie  war  ilepartmem  of  the  United 


change  on  all  places  going  forward  by  the  Great 
Western  has  been  more  limited  than  was  anticipated. 
The  Dry  Dock  Bank.  We  are  happy  to  say  that 
this  institution  is  again  in  operation.  The  injunc- 
tion has  been  removed  by  the  chancellor,  and  the 
stock  is  above  par.  All  claims  against  the  bank 
have  been  liquidated,  and  in  all  respects  its  use- 
fulness is  resumed,  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances. [A'.  Y.  Jovr.  of  Com. 

Mississippi  Union  Bank.  This  institution,  wiUi  a 
capital  of  fifteen  millions,  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  gives  heavy  salaries  to  its  officers.  The 
NatchezCourier  says,  that  it  gives  to 

H.  G.  Runnels,  President,  ®10,000 

Gildart,  Bank  Mtorneij,  10,000 

Samuel  Gwin,  Cashier,  8,000 

Greenleaf.  .iss't.  do.  6,000 

Wyatt,  Teller,  3,000 

Price,  Clerk.  2,000 

Total.  §39,000 

The  Girard  Bank  of  Philadelphia  has  given  no- 
tice that  it  will  redeem  the  notes  of  the  Uificn 
Bank  of  Tennessee  which  are  made  payable  at 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia  or  New  York. 

The  State  15ank  of  Illinois  has  declared  a  half 
yearly  dividend  of  five  dollars  a  share. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Maryland  has  declared  a 
dividend  nf  three  percent,  for  the  last  six  months. 

The  Farmers  and  Planters'  Bank  has  also  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  for  the  last  six 
months. 

Tennessee  money  markcl.  The  Nashville  Whig 
of  tlie  20th  instant  has  the  following  quotations  of 
the  rates  of  exchange: 


North-eastern  fboxtier.  The  Portland  Ad- 
vertiser states  that  gen.  Wool  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
had  proceeded  to  Augusta  (Maine)  to   confer  with 


U.  S.  Bank, 

10  a  11  pr. 

Specie, 

lU  a  11  do 

Kentucky, 

8  a     9  do 

Virginia, 

8  a     9  do 

N.  Orleans, 

5  a     6  do 

Indiana, 

S  a    9  do 

Illinois, 

7  a    8  do 

Carolinas  and  Georgia, 

2  1-2  a    5  do 

Alabama, 

par  a    3  dis 

Small         do 

12  dis 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Wed- 
nesday, says — 

"The  sales  of  the  stock  exchange  indicate  an 
advance  of  not  above  one  or  two  per  cent,  on  an 
average,  as  compared  with  prices  before  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury  bill  was  known  here.  The 
explanation  is,  that  this  result  has  been  confidently 
anticipated,  and  so  the    chief  advance    took    pla 


tachraent  of  U.  S.  troops.  '  \  States  at  the  earnest  application   of  gov.  Kent,  for  ,  before  the  vote  was  taken. 

These  Indians  are  a  part  of  the  band  of  the  noted  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoisance  and  settling  Private  banking.  W  e  understand  that  the  $oO,- 
chief  Micanopy,  who  accompanies  thein,  as  does  I  suitable  positions  for  tlie  establishment  of  posts  to  000,000  bank  which  has  been  projected  here  under 
Cloud  and  Nocosaola,two  other  noted  chiefs.  Near  I  protect  the  territory  of  Maine  from  foreign  aggres- 1  the  genera  banking  law  is  soon  to  go  into  ppera- 
one  third  of  the  party  are  negroes,  who  appear  to  i  siou.  The  Advertiser  says,  "the  importance  of  j  tion,  and  that  J.  W  Olcott,  esq  ot  Albanj,  has 
have  been  reared  among  them!  these  improvements  will  be  appr.'ciatcd  by  the  peo- !  been  chosen  president  and  accepted  the  appointment. 

[Little  Rock,  („irk.)  Gazelle.       pie  of  this  state,  who  look  to  the  final  adjustment  of  |  — —  .,•„!, 

"•      lourboundary  line  and   the  border   difficulties  with!      New  Hampshire      The  whigconvention.wh  ch 

The  Cherdkees.  Gen.  Scott  and  suite  were  at '  increasing  anxiety.  We  trust  that  the  zeal  and  ear-  assembled  at  Concord  on  the  20th  inst.,  ■"""'"at^'J 
Athens,  Tenn,  on  the  9th  instant  and  lelt  on  the  nestness  with  which  the  matter  is  pursued  by  our  gen.  James  WiUon  as  a  Candida  e  for  g"^'""°^'  f  ""^ 
following  day  for  Fort  Butler,  North  Carolina.  The  executive  will  lead  to  a  speedy  conclusion  of  this  the  following  gentlemen  as  c_andidates  Jo_|^co_ngre.s. 
Journal  states  that  about  7,000   of  the  Cherokees   protracted  controversy." 

have  been   collected,  1,01)0  of  whom  have  set   out  I  

Baxks,  currency,  &c.  The  following  reso- ] 
lution  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  presidents 
of  the  banks  at  New  Orleans,  held  on  the  16th 
instant. 

Resolved,  That  in  the   opinion  of  the  board  of 


for  their  new  homes  in  the  west.  The  general  is  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  nation  can  be  removed  in  a 
short  time,  unless  his  operations  should  be  arrested 
by  new  arrangements. 

Gov.  Bagby.  of  .\labama,  has  written  a  letter  to 
secretary  of  war,  refusing  the  assent  of  the  state  to 
Vol.  LIV.— Sig.    IS. 


presidents  of  the  banks  of  New  Orleans,  the  first  1  ber. 


Rockingham  district,  John  Porter,  of  Derry. 
Stafford  do      Joel  Eastman,  of  Conway. 

Hilhborongh    do       A.  Colby,  of  New  London. 
Chesldre  do      PniNEAsHANiiENON,of  Keenc. 

GraflonSfCoosdo      Joh.vtiian  Smith,  of  Bath. 

The  election  for  governor  takes  place  in_March 
next,  and  for  lepresentatives  to  congress  in  Novem- 
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Navy  department,  June  23,  1S33  The 
board  of  captains  ...  the  navy,  convened  in  Balti- 
more, on  the  23th  ulti..»,  for  the  exam.nat.on  of 
m..l9hip.nen,  adjo.irned  0.1  the  22J  .nstant. 

The  oUo^ing  is  the  l.st  of  the  m.dsh.pmen  who 
passed  i,.  the  o.der  of  ra..lc  assigned  them  by  the 
Card,  after  a  careful  considerat,o.>  of  the.r  severa 
qual.lications,  and  all  other  c.rcn.nstances  which  it 
becanie  the  duty  of  the  board  to  weigh: 

24  Win.  Ronclvendorff, 


1  Geo.  W.  Chapman, 

2  VV  n.  P-  McArthnr, 

3  Hi.nn  Gmsevoort, 

4  William  Drayton, 

5  George  W.citham, 

6  Si.non  F.  Blunt, 


25  Win.  B.  Beverley, 
2fi  John  Hall, 
27  Francis  f-owry, 
23  W.n.  E.LeRoy, 
„  0,,,....  .  .  „.-...,  29  Maxwell  Woodhull, 

7  Frederick  A.  Bacon,   30  Henry  Waddell, 

8  William  T.  Smith,      31  St.-ong  B.  Thompson 

9  Tho=i   W.  Gumming,  32  Lafayette  Maynard, 

10  W.Uiam  May,  33  Roger  N.  Siembel, 

11  Henry  H.  Lewis,         34  Geo.  Colvocoress.s, 
1-'  Jos»ph  P.  Sanfoi-d,       35  Washington  Reid, 

13  Geo.  W.  Harrison,       36  W.lliain  C.-an.y, 

14  James  F.  Armsliong,  37  Edward  S.  Hntter, 

15  Ferdina.id  Pepin,         38  Fra.ic.s  S.  Hasgerty, 

16  Mo..t<'Oinery  Hunt,      39  Thpodore  B.  Baii-ett, 

17  Henry  Eld,  40  J.  R.  M.  Mnllany, 

18  Joh.i  Contee,  41  James  A.  Doyle, 

19  Joseph  H.  Adams,       42  James  J.  Forbes, 

20  Will. am  A.  Parker,      43  Matthias  Mar.ne, 

21  J.imcs  D   Johnston,     44  Chas.  Robinson, 

22  John  N.  Maffit,  45  Wm.  M.  E.  Adams. 

23  Wash'n  Gvvathmey, 


Naval  general  order.  The  armament  of  the 
explorin>'  expedition  being  adapted  merely  lor  its 
necessary  defence  while  engaged  in  the  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  islands  of  the  Southern  ocean, 
a.'ainst  any  attempts  to  disturb  its  operations  by 
the  savage  and  warlike  inhabitants  of  those  islands; 
and  that'the  objects  which  it  is  destined  to  promote 
bein"- altogether  scientific  and  useful,  intended  lor 
the  benefit,  equally,  of  the  United  States  and  of  all 
the  commeicial  nations  of  the  world,  it  is  coiiside.ed 
to  be  entirely  divested  of  all  milita.y  character, 
that,  even  in  the  event  of  the  country  being  involv- 
ed in  a  war  Before  the  return  of  the  .squadron,  its 
path  upon  the  ocean  will  be  peaceful  and  its  pur- 
suits respected  by  all  belligerents. 

The  piesident  has,  therefore,  thought  proper,  in 
assii'ni.i;!  officers  to  the  command  of  this  squadion, 
to  depa.t  from  the  usual  custom  of  selecting  them 
f.om  the  senior  ranks  of  the  navy,  and  according  to 
their  lespeclive  grades  in  the  service,  and  has  ap- 
pointed lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes  first  officer  to 
co.nma.id  the  explori..g  squadron,  and  lieutenant 
Wm.  L.  Hudson  to  command  the  ship  Peacock, 
and  the  second  officer  of  said  squadron;  and  to  take 
command  thereof  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the 
first  officer,  or  his  disability  from  accident  or  sick- 
ness to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  expedition, 
.Mahlon  Dickerson. 
Navy  department,  June  22,  1338. 

Official.  The  following  paper  has  been  offi- 
cially communicated  to  the  department  of  state. 
Vienna,  May  30,  1833. 
Sir:  In  my  official  note  of  the  Sth  of  April  last, 
I  reserved  to  myself  the  power  of  commu.iicaling 
to  von,  at  a  proper  ti.ne,  the  result  of  the  steps 
which  I  had  hastened  to  lake  in  the  proper  depart- 
ments of  the  interior,  for  the  jmrpose  of  modifying 
essentially,  if  not  of  abolishing  entirely,  the  mea- 
sures with  regard  to  health,  and  the  precautions 
hitherto  employed  in  the  ports  of  his  imperial  and 
royal  catholic  majesty,  with  regard  to  vessels  cora- 
in"  from  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

My  efforts  have  not  been  fruitless;  and  I  have 
this  (lay  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  you,  sir,  that 
the  said  depart. nents  have  just  made,  the  following 
disposit.ons: 

Vessels  coming  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
ica  provided  with  clean  bills  of  health,  shall  be  im- 
ined.ately  admitted  to  free  ent.y,  [pratique  tibre.) 
On  the  other  hand,  those  which  do  not  biing  a  clean 
bill  of  health  shall  be  subjected  to  a  quarantine  of 
ten  or fioe  .lays  respectively,  according  as  the  mer- 
chandise with  which  they  a.-e  laden  may  be  found 
to  belou;;  to  the  tlassof  objects  susceptible  of  bein 
tainted  by  the  contagious  miasma  or  not. 

As  to  vessels  arriving  in  summer  with  clean  bills 
of  health,  they  shall  be  freed  from  all  precautionary 
quarantine. 

1  should  add  that  the  orders  necessary  for  carry- 
ing these  meas.ires  into  execution,  have  already 
been  despatched  to  the  imperial  government  of 
Trieste. 

In  the  hope  that  I  have  thus  satisfied,  so  far  as 
depended  upo.i  .nyself,  the  desire  expressed  by  you 
OD  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 


of  North  Ameiica,  I  have  only,  sir,  to  repeat  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  Metternich. 

To  Mr.  Nathaniel  Niles, 

Diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States. 

^  ^  [Globe. 

Movement  of  troops.  A  detachment  of  be- 
tween 60  and  70  U.  S.  troops,  under  command  ol 
lieutenant  W.  G.  Freeman,  4th  artillery,  destined 
for  the  northern  frontier,  left  Fort  Monroe  on  Sa- 
turday last,  in  the  packet-schooner  Thaddeus,  lor 
New 'York,  .  , 

All  remaining  disposable  recruits  in  New  Yoric 
(190)  left  that  station  on  Thursday  last,  for  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  under  command  of  captain  T.  P. 
Gwynne,  of  the  1st,  and  capt.  G.  A.  McCall,  of  the 
4th  infantry. 

A  company  of  60  recruits,  under  command  01 
capt.  J.  Dimick,  let  artillery,  arrived  at  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  on  Tuesday  morning,  Tith  inst.  and  took  passage 
on  one  of  the  canal  packets  for  Whitehall,  on  their 
way  to  Plattsburg. 

Lieiits.  Carpender  and  Lynch  hav.>  returned  in 
the  steam  ship  Great  Western,  arrived  at  New 
York,  and  the  former  reached  this  city  or  Monday 
ening. 

We  understand  that  col.  Sylvanus  Thayer  will  re- 
sume his  former  station  as  superintendent  ot  the 
military  academy,  at  the  close  of  the  present  exami- 
nation. ...  X 

Capt.  Charles  W.  Skinner  has  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  steam  ship  Fulton,  now  at  the 
navy  yard  in  this  city,  during  the  absence  ol  capt. 
M.  'C.  Perry.  [Army  and  Navy  Chron. 


[OFFICI.AL — GENERAL    ORDERS,  NO.  18.] 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  27,  1838. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  array 
since  the  1st  Januaiy,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Second  lieutenant  William  N.  Grier,  to  be  fi.-st 
lieutenant,  14lh  April,  1838,  vice  Uiy,  deceased. 

36.  Cadet  A.  J.  Smith,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1838. 

44.  Cadet  C.  F.  RulT,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1838. 

Second  resiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  Erasmus  D.  Bullock,  to  be  cap- 
fain,  29th  Januarv,  1838,  vice  Graham,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  N.  W.  Hunter,  to  he  fi.st  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  December,  1337,  i-u-e  Forsyth,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  B.  Lawton,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  29th  January,  1838,  vice  Bullock,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  Nathan  Darling,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  March,  1S38,  vice  Maury,  resigned. 

25.  Cadet  William  A.  Brown,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

26.  Cadet  William  J.  Hardee,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July.  1838. 

27.  Cadet  Hamilton  W.  Merrill,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  18:38. 

29.  Cadet  Owen  L.  Ransom,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  J.iiy,  183S. 

31.  Cadet  Henry  H.  Sibley,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  J.ily,  1838. 

33.  Cadet  Ripley  A.  Arnold,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant. 1st  Jnly,  1833. 

43.  Cadet  Richard  H.  Graha.n,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

45.  Cadet  Zebulon  M.  P.  Inge,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  George  G.  Wagffaman,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  15th  February,  1833,  vice  Chalmers, 
dropped. 

1.  Cadet  Willia.n  H.  Wright,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant. 1st  July,  183S. 

2.  Cadet  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1833. 

Cadet  James  H.  Tapier,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1833. 

9.  Cadet  Isaac  S.  K.  Reeves,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, Ist  J.ily,  1S3S. 

23.  Cadet  Ii'vin  McDowell,  to  he  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1833. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieutenant  W.  C.  DeHart,  to  be  captain,  3d 
April,  1838,  vice  Mo.intlo.'t,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Roland  A.  Luther,  to  be  fi.'st 
lieutenant,  3d  April,  13.38,  I'ic?  DeHart,  promoted. 

4.  Cadet  Stephen  H.  Campbell,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  18;38. 

6.  Cadet  Alexander  H.  Dearborn,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

11.  Cadet  William  P.  Blair,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

15.  Cadet  Lucius  Pitkin,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1838. 


19.  Cadet  Wm.  A.  Nichols,  to  be  bvt.  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

21.  Cadet  Leslie  Chase,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  licutenant'Tliomas  W.Sherman, to  be  1st 
lieutenant.  14lh  March.  \S3S, vice  Church  resigned. 

7.  Cadet  John  T.  Metcalf,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July.  1838. 

8.  Cadet'Thomas  Casey,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant,  1st  July,  1838.  ,  ,.     , 

10.  Cadet  Buckner  Board,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  Jnly,  1833. 

13.  Cadet  James  M.  Ketchum,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

16.  Cadet  Williaui  H.  Shover,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1833. 

13.  Cadet  Milton  A.  Haynes,  to  be  brevet  se- 
cond lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

24.  Rowley  S.  Jennings,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

12  Cadet  Thomas  S.  Ringgold,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  Ist  July,  1838. 

14.  Cadet  He.iry  C.  Wayne,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July.  1833. 

17.  Cadet  William  F.  Barry,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 
Second  lieutenant  Georse'H.  Pegra.n,  (adjutant,) 
to  be  1st  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1337,  vice  Beach,  re- 
signeil. 

28.  Cadet  Robert  S.  Granger,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  13:38. 

30.  Cadet  John  H.  Mathews,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

35.  Cadet  Alexander  W.  Reynolds,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

41.  Cadet  Ferninand  S.  Mumford,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  Julv,  1838. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 
First  lieutenant  Joseph  R.  Smith,  to  be  captain,     , 
26th  April,  1338,  vice  Cobbs,  p.o.noted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.  Clendcnin,  to  be  first 
lieutenant, 26th  Ap.il,  1338,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 
40.  Cadet  Justus  McKinstry,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1S38. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infanlnj. 
Second  lie.ilenant  Henry  L.  Scott,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Maich,  1838,  vice  Howe,  resigned.  ^ 

34.  Cadet  Constant  Freeman,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

39.  Cadet  Robe.'t  M.  Cochran,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, Ist  July,  1838. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 
Brevet  major  W.  V.  Cobbs.  captain  of  the  second 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  majo.-,  26th  April,  1838, 
vice  Green,  promoted. 

42.  Cadet  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  tobe  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Jnly,  1838. 

Sixth  regiment  nf  infantry. 
Major  John  Green,  of  the  Sth  regiment  of  infan- 
try, to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  26th  April,  1S38,  vice 
Fowie,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  William  Hoffman,  to  be  captain, 
1st  February,  1838,  vice  N.iie,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  1st  Februai-y,  1838,  vice  Hotiman,  pro- 
moted. 

5.  Cadet  Jeremiah  M.  Scarrilt,  tobe  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  18.38. 

20.  Cadet  John  C.  Fletcher,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant,  1st  Julv,  1838. 

Ca  let  Laiiffdon  C.  Eastoii,  to  be  second  lieu- 
t,  1st  July,  1838.  . 

Cadet  Edward  Johnson,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, lit  July.  1S3S. 

37.  Cadet  Charles  J.  Hughes,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Julv,  1833.  . 

33.  Cadet  \Villiam  Hulbert,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, 1st  July,  1833. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

James  S.  Sanderson,  late  sergeant  major,  to  be 

second  lieutenant,  Ist  March,  1838. 

Promotions  by  brevet. 

Colonel  Zachariah  Taylor,  of  the  first  regiment 

of  infantry,  to  be   brigadier   general   by    brevet,  to 

rank  from  25th  December,  1S37,  for  distinguished 

services  in  the  battle  of  the  Kissimmee,  in  Florida, 

with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

Lieutenant  colonel  William  S.  Foster,  of  the  4(h 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  to 
rank  f.om  25ih  December,  1837,  for  distinguished 
services  in  Florida,  and  particularly  in  the  battle  of 
the  Kissi.nmee. 

Ill— CASUALTIES,     (23.1 

Resignations,   (15.) 
Captains,  (3.) 
John  Graham,  second  dragroons,  2Sth  January, 
1838. 
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Brevet  major  John  Mouiitlort,  second  artillery, 
2d  April.  1S3'S. 

Levi  M.  Nute,  sixth  infantry,  31st  January,  1S3S. 
First  lietilenants,  (5.) 

William  Giliiin,  second  dragoons,  30tli  April, 
1S3S. 

Z.  M.  P.  .Maury,  second  dragoons,  23th  Februa- 
ry, IS3S. 

Albert  E.  Church,  third  artillery,  lUlh  Maich, 
1335. 

John  Beach,  lirst  infantry,  SHIh  June,  1S3S. 

C.  S.  Howe,  lourlli  iniiiniry,  23lh  February,  1333. 
Srcoiid  lieiileimnls,  (G.) 

Richard  G.  Stockton,  lirst  drajoons,  3!)th  April, 
1333. 

Fr.inklin  Saunders,  second  ilrasjoons,  30th  June, 
1333. 

John  R.  Parker,  second  dragoons,  31st  March, 
1833. 

Fisher  A.  Lewis,  first  artillery,  15th  February, 
1333. 

William  T.  Martin,  fourth  artillery,  13th  June, 
1333. 

Peter  C.  Gaillard,  first  infantry,  3(llh  April,  1S38. 
.tls$istant  surgeon,  (1.) 

John  C.  Reynolds,  assistant  surgeon,  25th  May, 
1338. 

Transfer,  (1.) 

Second  lieutenant  W.  D.  Berrien,  of  the  second 
regiment  of  dragoons,  transferred  to  the  Cth  regi- 
men' of  infantry. 

Deaths  (7.) 

Lieutenant  colonel  Jolin  Fowle,  sixth  infantr}', 
23th  .Vpril,  1333. 

First  lieutenant  Asbury  Ury,  first  dragoons,  at 
Matanzas,  13lh  April,  1333. 

Second  lieutenant  James  McCUire,  first  infantry, 
at  Fort  Brooke,  Florida,  5th  April,  1838. 

Second  liei.tenant  Chailes  H.  E.  Spoor,  fouith 
infantry,  Lockport,  X.  V.,  261h  January,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Connor,  5th  infantry. 
New  Orleans,  24th  February,  1333. 

Assistant  surgeon  Wiltison  Hughey,  25th  April, 
1833. 

Assistant  surgeon  Wade  Sullivan,  at  camp  Wal- 
ker, 15th  May,  1333. 

Dropped. 

Lieutenant  Charles  B.  Chalmers,  first  artillery, 
mil  February,  1333. 

Ill — The  olficers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
repoi  t  according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  join  their  proper  stations,  regiments,  or 
companies,  without  delay;  those  on  detached  ser- 
vice, or  acting  under  .special  order?  and  instruc- 
tions, will  report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colo- 
nls, 

IV — The  graduates  of  the  military  academy  ap- 
pointed second  lieutenants,  and  assigned  to  the  four 
regiments  of  artillery,  and  the  two  second  lieuten- 
ants assigned  to  the  2d  and  5th  infantry,  will  repair 
to  the  northern  frontier,  and  report  for  duty  to  the 
several  commanding  olficers,  according  to  the  or- 
ders transmitted  from  the  adjutant  general,  and 
communicated  through  the  commandant  at  West 
Point. 

The  second  lieutenants  assigned  to  the  dragoons 
and  the  1st,  41h,  and  6th  regiments  of  infantry, 
will  join  their  respective  regiments,  ami  report  for 
duty  on  the  30th  of  September,  agreeably  to  regu- 
lations. 

All  the  graduates  promoted  will  immediately  re- 
port by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels,  who  will 
assign  them  to  companies.  Tno^e  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence will  report  their  address,  monthly,  to  the  ad- 
jutant general's  olfire. 
By  order: 

R.  Jo.vES  adj'l  gen'l. 

Note.  The  numbers  prefixed  to  the  names  of  the 
second  and  brevet  second  lieutenants  denote  their 
relative  rank. 

I  FnoM  THE  N0HTHER>r  FRON'TiER.  We  have 
been  favored  with  the  following  extract  from  a  let- 
ter, dated 

Niagara  frontier,  Chippewa,  U.  C.,June2\. 
'  I  arrived  here  to-day, and  find  this  place  in  a  great 
excitement  owing  to  a  bailie  which  look  place  last 
night  at  "Short  Hills,"  about  twelve  miles  hence, 
between  a  mounted  troop  of  100  British  lancers  and 
about  2,000  patriots. 

It  resulted  in  the  loss  of  four  lancers,  and  the 
capture  of  nearly  all  the  rest.  The  patriots  are 
fast  gaining  ground,  and  will  not  recede  until  they 
succeed  or  are  exterminated.  This  place  is  garri- 
soned with  500  infantry,  the  24th  regiment,  and 
!he  lancers,  besides  volunteers.  Every  person  is 
thoroughly  searched  before  he  can  leave  the  place. 

The  steamboat  whicii  lands  the  passengers  from 
Buffalo  is  searched.  They  fear  very  much  an 
!ruption  in  this  place,  and  for  that  reason  every 
lotel  13  under  guard,  and  every  passage  secured  by 


armed  men.  A  body  of  United  States  troops  are 
quartered  in  Biili'alo,  and  general  Brady  and  several 
other  officers  left  this  morninir  lor  Detroit. 

\_New  York  Jour,  of  Com. 

The  murder  at  Baltimore — supposed  par- 
ricide. It  has  been  stated  that  a  most  diabolical 
murder  was  committed  on  Thursday  night,  near 
Fairinount,  on  the  person  of  Benjamin  Stewart,  of 
Cambridge,  Dorchester  county,  and  that  the  deceas- 
ed, besides  being  shot  and  stabbed,  was  so  savagely 
hacked  by  repeated  blows  inflicted  with  a  large 
hatchet,  tfiat  his  f.ice  was  destroyed.  It  has  been 
also  stated  that  two  men  and  a  women  were  arrested 
early  on  Friday  morning,  on  suspiciiui  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  murder. 

We  have  now  to  add  the  revolting  information 
lliat,  ill  consequence  of  suspicious  circumstances — 
the  grounds  of  which  we  have  not  heard — police 
officers  Dimmitt  and  Lambert  were  despatched  to 
the  wharf  on  Saturday  allernnon  to  await  the  arri- 
val of  the  sfeaniboat  Mars  land  fiom  Cambridge 
andfhat.on  herarrival.they  arrested  William  Slew- 
art,  the  son  of  the  deceased,  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  murder  of  his  further.' 

It  appears  that  Benjamin  Stewart,  the  father, 
William  Stewart,  the  son,  and  his  wife  had  been  in 
the  city  for  some  days,  boarilin;;  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Stewart,  the  brother  of  the  deceased.  It 
was  understood  that  the  farther  and  son  were  to 
have  left  for  Cambridge  in  the  Friday'.'  steamboat, 
tor  the  purpose  of  closing  their  aliairs  there,  and 
then  fo  return  and  depart  for  the  west,  where  they 
intended  to  sellle.  On  Thursday  evening  the  father 
and  son  walked  out  about  8  o'clock,  and  between 
11  and  12  o'clock  at  night  the  son  came  in  alone. 
On  the  following  (Friday)  morning  the  son  left  in 
the  steamboat,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  not  see- 
ing the  father,  was  under  the  impression  that  he 
had  also  gone  in  the  steamboat,  according  to  the 
arrangement  referred  to.  It  was  not  until  he  saw 
the  corpse  in  the  afternoon,  and  identified  it  to  be 
the  body  of  his  brother  by  the  clothes,  that  he 
was  aware  that  he  had  not  left  the  city. 

William  Stewart,*  the  son,  was  arrested  as  stated 
above,  on  the  return  of  the  steamboat  on  Saturday 
afternoon  from  Cambridge,  and  was  cariied  before 
police  ma^islrale  W.  A.  Schaelfer,  esq.  On  ex- 
aininin:;  his  person,  spots  were  found  on  his  panta- 
loons, to  which  spirits  of  turpentine  had  been  ap- 
plied. A  vial  half  full  of  the  same  was  found  in 
his  pocket,  and  he  alleged  that,  having  spotted  his 
pantaloons  on  the  steamboat,  he  had  obtained  the 
turpentine  to  cleanse  them.  Several  bullets  were 
also  found  in  his  pocket,  and  in  his  pocket-book 
was  a  paper  containing  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
arsenic.  In  the  lining  of  his  hat  was  found  the 
will  of  his  father,  dated  only  on  the  14tli  inst., 
bequeathing  to  his  son  a  tract' of  fifty-eight  acres  of 
land. 

A  pair  of  pistols  was  produced  by  the  uncle, 
whicli  William,  the  son,  had  left  in  his  room,  one 
of  which  was  loaded  to  the  muzzle,  and  the  other 
as  if  discharged,  with  pan  open  and  hammer  down. 

Mr,  Drake,  hardware  dealer,  testified  that  Wil 
liam  Stewart  was  the  man  who  purchased  of  him, 
on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  the  hatchet  which 
had  been  found  near  the  murdered  body. 

William  Stewart  admitted  that  he  had  bought  a 
hatchet  of  Drake,  at  the  time  specified,  but  that  he 
had  pledged  it  with  Mr.  Whiteley,  in  Pratt  street. 

Drake  testified  that  the  hatchet  sold  on  Thursday 
was  the  only  one  sold  by  him  for  some  days,  and 
that  he  alon'e  sells  that  kind. 

The  examination  was  cKised  by  sending  William 
Stewart  to  prison. 

We  hear  that  the  woman  under  arrest  has  made 
disclosures,  implicating  one  or  two  others  in  the 
murder.  '  [.iiuerican. 

Steam  n-avigatio>j.  In  an  old  book  of  "New 
Travels  in  the  I'nited  Stales  of  America,  performed 
by  J.  P.  Brissot  de  Warville,"  is  the  following;  im- 
mediately interesting  passaie  on  steam  navigation. 
Mr.  Rumsey,  whom  he  mentioned,  was  a  remarka- 
ble genius,  and  a  prophet  of  undoubted  sagacity. 
Sept.  1,  16SS,  [Philadelphia.] 

"I  breakfasted  with  Samuel  .Aineland,  [Emien] 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  benificent  of  the  society 
of  friends.  He  is  a  pupil  of  Anthony  Benezet;  he 
speaks  of  him  with  enthusiasm,  and  treads  in  his 
steps.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  every  useful  in- 
slitnlion,  and  rejoices  in  the  occasion  of  doing 
food;  he  loves  the  French  nation,  and  speaks  their 
lansua^e.  He  treats  me  with  the  greatest  friend- 
ship; olfers  me  his  house,  his  horses,  and  his  car- 
riage.     On  leaving  him,  I  went  to  see  an  experi- 


*.A  true  bill  was  found  against  William  Stewart, 
on  Tuesday  last,  by  the  grand  jury  uow  in  session 
in  Baltimore.  ' 


ment,  near  the  Delaware,  on  the  boat,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  ascend  the  riveis  against  the  current. 
The  inventor  was  Mr.  Fitch,  who  had  found  a  com- 
pany to  support  the  expense.  One  of  the  most 
•zealous  associates  is  Mr.  Thornton,  of  whom  I  have 
spoken.  This  invention  was  disputed  between 
Mr.  Fitch,  and  Mr,  Rumsey,  of  Virginia.  How- 
ever, it  be,  the  machine  which  I  saw,  appears  well 
executed,  and  well  adapted  to  the  design.  The 
steam  engine  gives  motion  to  three  large  oars  of 
considerable  force,  which  were  to  give  sixty  stiokes 
per  minute. 

"I  doubt  not  but,  physically  speaking,  this  ma- 
chine may  produce  part  of  the  ellects  which  arc  ex- 
pected from  if;  but  I  doubt  its  utility  in  commerce; 
for,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  of  the  undiT- 
takers,  it  must  require  many  men  to  manage  it,  and 
much  expense  in  repairinj  the  damages  occasioned 
by  the  violence  and  mulliplicily  of  the  friclion. 
Yet  I  will  allow,  that  if  the  movements  can  be 
simplified,  and  the  expense  lessened,  the  invention 
may  b*'  u-^eful  in  a  country  where  labor  is  dear,  and 
where  the  borders  of  rivers  are  not  accessible,  like 
those  in  France,  by  horses  lo  draw  the  boats.  This 
idea  was  consoling  to  Dr.  Thornton,  whom  I  saw 
assailed  by  railleries  on  account  of  the  st<am  boat. 
These  railleries  ajipear  lo  be  very  ill-placed.  The 
obstacles  to  be  conquered  by  genius  are  every 
where  so  considered,  the  encouragement  so  feeble, 
and  the  necessity  of  siipplyins  the  want  of  hand- 
labor,  in  America  so  evident,  that  I  cannot  without 
indignation,  see  the  Americans  discouraging,  by 
their  sarcasms,  the  generous  ellorts  of  one  of  their 
fellow-citizens," 

"Since  writing  thisletter,  I  have  seen  Mr.  Rum- 
sey in  England.  He  is  a  man  of  great  ingenuity; 
and,  by  the  explanation  which  he  lias  given  ine,  it 
appears  that  his  discovery,  though  founded  on  a 
similar  principle  with  that  of  Mr.  Fitch,  is  very 
diiferent  from  it  and  far  more  simple  in  its  execu- 
tion. Mr.  Rumsey  proposed  'hen  (Feb.  1789)  to 
build  a  vessel  which  should  go  to  America  by  the 
help  only  of  the  steam  engine,  and  without  sails. 
//  was  to  make  the  passage  in  fflecn  days.  I  per- 
ceive with  pain  that  he  fias  not  yet  executed  his 
project,  which,  when  executed,  will  introduce  into 
commerce  as  great  a  change  as  the  discovery  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."  Author. 

Departure  of  the  Great  Western.  The 
Courier  and  Entpiirer  says,  that  the  departure  of 
this  vessel  on  Monday  seemed  to  excite  public 
curiosity  almost  as  much  as  on  her  first  departure. 
.^3  the  hour  approached  which  was  fixed  upon 
for  her  to  leave  the  wharf,  the  Battery.  Cas- 
tle Garden,  tiie  docks,  the  rigging  of  vessel.-s  in 
the  harbor  were  crowded  with  people.  Shortly 
after  4  o'clock,  she  was  loosed  from  her  moorings, 
and  proceeded  majestically  down  the  East  river, 
made  a  slight  curve  up  the  North  river  and  then 
proceeded  to  sea,  A  few  minutes  more  and  she 
had  passed  the  narrows,  and  then,  nothing  was 
visible  of  her  from  the  ci'y  but  the  dense  cloud  of 
smoke  which  proceeded  from  her  chimney,  jiassing 
over  the  distant  highlands.  Several  steamboats 
accompanied  her  to  the  Narrows,  amongst  them  the 
Passaic  frow  Newaik,  loaded  with  passengers 
almost  down  to  the  water's  edge,  the  New  Haven, 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Fairfield  and  Belle,  and  se- 
veral small  craft. 

She  takes  out  no  less  than  ninety-one  passengers, 
and  has,  we  are  informed,  about  one  hundred  tons 
of  merchandize  on  freight. 

Buenos  Ayres.  We  have  received  papers  from 
Buenos  Ayres  to  the  14th  April,  eight  days  liter 
than  our  last  dates.  The  blockade  of  the  port  by 
the  French  squadron  slill  continued,  but  the  officer 
in  command  prolonged  the  period  fixed  for  the  de- 
parture thence  of  foreign  vessels  to  the  )5lh  June, 
and  an  ofjicial  notice  of  this  extension  of  lime  had 
been  published  by  the  United  States  and  British 
consuls. 

The  correspondence  between  the  government 
and  French  authorities  on  the  subject  of  the  exist- 
ing differences,  is  published,  and  evinces  on  the 
part  of  the  former,  a  strong  determination  to  ad- 
here to  the  ground  it  has  taken. 

\_N.Y.  Cour.^Enq. 

Specie — Mexico.  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stellation, commodore  Dallas,  from  Tampiro,  sailed 
on  the  9th  instant,  touched  s,  w.  bar  on  the  19th, 
and  put  on  board  the  Lion  $1.51,546  in  specie,  lor 
merchants  in  this  city,  under  the  charge  of  lieuten- 
ant Radford,  and  proceeded  to  Pensacola.  We  have 
learned  verbally,  an.l  from  letters,  that  the  French 
fleet  was  about  to  concentrate  at  Vera  Criiz,  sith 
the  intention  of  bombardinir  Ihe  city,  and  attacking 
the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  as  the  Mexicans 
would  not  come  to  any  terms;  it  was  also  rumoured  at 
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Tampicotliat  general  Santa  Anna  had  been  placed 
in  command  oltlie  Mexican  troops,  and  was  making 
preparations  to  resist  the  attack  ol'  the  French. 

The  blockade  at  Tampico  was  continued  by  one 
bri" ,  and  by  one  at  Matamoras;  at  Vera  Cruz  there 
were  two  French  IVigates  and  several  brio's.  The 
United  States  sloops  of  war  Boston  and  Vaiidalia 
were  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Ontario  at  Tampico. 
[New  Orleans  Transcript. 

Famous  wines.  The  late  sale  by  Mr.  Thomas 
and  Son,  of  winc-s  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  T. 
Butler,  was  very  numerously  attended, and  the  prices 
paid  were  enormous.  Among  other  transactions, 
were  the  following.  Fifteen  demijohns  sold  at  $1.55 
each;  one  at  $150;  seven  at  .f  137;  five  at  $117  50; 
ten  at  .§110;  seventeen  at  .$-H)5;  thirteen  at  .$'102  50; 
four  at  .f  101; — and  various  other  wines  lor  lesser 
sums.  One  hundred  and  seventy  demijohns  were 
sold, — the  whole  amount  of  which  is  upwards  of 
filteen  thousand  dollars 

We  have  made  a  hurried  estimate  of  the  value  of 
some  of  these  wines, — and  find  that  the  price,  as 
paid  at  auction,  is  at  least  half  a  dollar  per  wine 
glass  of  the  usual  size, — something  as  it  were,  like 
molten  silver,  and  affording  a  plausible  image  of  the 
auruM  ooslabile.  These  wines,  above  specified, 
were  cl.iefly  purchased,  we  learn  by  the  Bullers, — 
of  whom  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  marvellous  if  they 
have  impioved  thereby  upon  their  previous  and  an- 
cient stock,— which  we  feel  bound  to  decide  is  not 
an  easy  matter, — howsoever  strong  the  bouquet  of 
the  last  bought  wines  may  be,  of  gold  and  silver. 
IPhiladclphia  Gazelle. 


tendered.  T  had  no  fears  as  to  consequences." 
Again:  I  said  too,  "Ihat  our  resources  and  popula- 
tion would  be  drawn  ott'  to  Texas  at  an  rate,  &,c., 
and  that  unless  our  government  should  take  such 
position  as  to  control  the  nialtcr  hereafter,  Great 
Britain  would  do,  and  that  in  this  view  it  w-as  deep- 
ly interesting  to  the  whole  union,  and  not  to  one 
section  onlyj"  kc.  There  are  olher  points,  not  ma- 
terial for  correction  or  notice. 

I  have  never  asked  a  correction  before,  T  believe, 
of  reports,  but  be  so  kind  as  to  notice  the  above. 
Yours,  very  respectfullv, 

F.  'W.  Pickens. 


Hon-.  Willi.\m  B.  Rochester.  We  lamentto 
learn  that  our  worst  apprehensions  with  regard  to 
the  loss  of  our  respected  and  valuable  citizen  judge 
Rochester,  who  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Pu- 
laski, are  now  confirmed.  The  judge  was  on  his 
return  home  from  Pensacola,  where  he  hail  spent 
the  winter,  to  bis  residence  at  Buffalo,  and  probably 
took  the  Baltimore  route,  with  a  view  to  visit  his 
family  connexions  in  Maryland.  The  melancholy 
event,  which  has  plunged  so  many  families  into 
a  grief  too  profound  for  consolation,  has  not  inflict- 
ed a  heavier  blow  on  any  of  them,  than  that  wliich 
will  be  felt  by  the  surviving  relations  and  friends  of 
judge  Rochester.  No  man,  in  all  tlie  public  and 
private  relations  of  life,  could  be  more  esteemed, 
respected  and  beloved.  As  amiable  and  unpretend- 
ing as  he  was  able  and  upright,  his  death  is  a  real 
calamity  to  the  lar£;e  ci  re  I  eot  connections  and  friends 
to  which  he  was  endeared  by  so  many  lies.  [  Courier 
and  Enquirer. 

Retort  uvon'  Miss  M.\RTi\'EAn.  In  her  last 
work  upon  this  country.  Miss  iMartineau  abuses,  in 
rather  a  petulant  and  acidulated  style,  a  certain  vil- 
iage  doctor  in  Vermont,  who  was  called  upon  to  at- 
tend her  travelling  companion,  but  from  whom  she 
CGuld  derive  no  satisfactory  information  as  to  tlie 
nature  of  her  friend's  complaint.  "I  fancy,"  says 
the  female  politician,  "I  hear  now  the  sharp,  con- 
eeited  tones  of  the  doctor,  doggedly  using  his  power 
of  exasperaiin^  my  anxiety."  The  doctor  ia  ques- 
tion, who  is  a  liishly  respectable  physician  at  Batlle- 
boro,  has  published  a  reply  to  this  uid'eminine  at- 
tack, in  the  papers,  in  which  he  fairly  turns  the  tables 
upon  his  traducer.  He  says  that  he  equivocated 
and  evaded,  in  relation  to  the  complaint  of  Miss 
Martineau's  friend,  "from  motives  of  delicacy,  and 
to  spare  the  feelings  of  the  l.idy.  If  she  has  been 
very  mucli  concerned  to  know,  and  is  yet  in  the 
dark,  I  will  enlighten  her  darkness,  fler  friend  was 
in  the  first  stages  of  deleriun  tremens!"  And  this 
is  the  tourist  who,  in  commenting  on  the  foibles  of 
American  ladies,  regrelt. d  that  they  were  so  much 
addicted  to  intemperance!  M 
be  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  her  travell 
sociafes.  [AVw  York  Mi 


From  the  National  Intelligenecr  of  the  IC/A  inst. 
LETTER  FROM  MR.  PICKENS. 
IVas/i:nglon,  House  of  Representnlires, 

June  11,  IS3S. 
Messrs.  Gales  ^  Sealon:  Gentlemen:  In  your 
brief  repoit  of  what  I  s.'-id  in  Ihe  house  yesterday 
on  (he  Texss  queslion,  yuMir  reporter  has  this  sen. 
tence:  "A  distinguished  member  (IMr.  Adams)  of 
the  Massachusetts  delegation  had  said,  on  a  former 
occasion,  it  was  a  qiieslion  of  ii.'iion  or  disunion." 
This  is  incorrect.  I  said  "that,  a.s  the  most  deli- 
cate riomeslic  quesliohii  had  been  dr.agged  into  this 
measure  day  alter  day.  for  thf  last  six  monfhs,  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusells,  (Mr.  Adams) 
■at  the  "extra  session,  had  declared,  in  his  place,  that 
a  large  poition  of  the  northern  people  would  prefer 
a  dissolution  of  the  union  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  I  was  lor  meeting  the  )5.siie  he  had  thus 


From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  IC/A  inst. 
LETTER  FROM  MR,  EWING,  OF  INDIANA 
House  of  Representa tildes,  June  15,  1S3S. 

Gentlemen:  Notorious  as  the  "Globe"  newspa- 
per now  is  lor  misrepresenting  the  conduct,  the 
language,  and  the  motives  of  many  pure  and  en- 
lightened statesmen,  I  do  not  view  the  unfounded 
calumnies  and  partial  reports  of  sucii  a  reckless 
vehicle  worthy  of  notice  or  correction  in  my  place. 
Indeed,  it  would,  on  my  part,  be  a  useless  waste  of 
time,  as  I  am  aware,  by  experience,  that  no  expo- 
sure will  prevent  a  repetition  of  lis  malignant  per- 
versions; and  having  resolved  that  it  shall  not,  at 
my  expense,  hereafter,  torture  truth,  or  make  d.as- 
tardly  thrusts  with  impunity,  I  am  content  to  adopt 
this  mode,  for  the  present,  to  rid  myself  of  its  base 
drivelling,  and  to  illustrate  its  well-known  propen- 
sities. 

On  the  71h  instant,  as  I  have  already  explained 
in  your  columns,  I  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  bill,  to  secure  to  my  slate  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  enter  all  the  land  recently  purchased 
of  the  Miami  Indians,  except  a  few  quarter  sec- 
tions occupied  and  improved  Dy  bona  fide  citizens 
of  the  state  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  purchase;  and 
with  this  substance  of  my  amendment,  set  forth  in 
the  remarks  which  I  made  upon  the  occasion  of 
presenting  it,  duly  sen"  in,  two  hours  after  presen- 
lation,  tothe  office  of  that  vehicle,  and  promised 
insertion  by  its  accredited  reporter,  my  remarks 
were  suppressed,  after  being  marked  for  publica- 
tion, and  the  substance  of  the  amendment  was 
chanc;ed  to  grant  pre-emption  to  all  who  have  al- 
ready settled  upon  the  tract  in  question.  This  one 
instance  of  the  truth  and  fairness  cf  the  Official, 
with  evidence  indisputable  of  it,s  perversion  in  pos- 
session, may  satisfy.  The  amendment  alluded  to 
was  cut  off  in  the  house  last  eveninu;,  by  the  arbi- 
trary action  of  the  spi.aker  of  the  house,  and  will 
not  appear  upon  the  journal;  but  I  corrected  the 
false  statement  of  the  Globe  before  it  was  so  cut  off, 
and  therefore  that  circumstance  will  aflbrd  no  shield, 
even  were  it  so  intended.  I  do  not  take  file  Globe, 
I  could  never  read  that  paper  without  a  feeling  of 
abhorrence  and  disgust.  But  a  friend  has  placed  in 
my  hands  that  issued  en  the  13th  instant,  in  which 
I  see,  under  the  caption  "Mr.Ewing's  zeal  for  Mr. 
Clay,"  the  garbled  fenor  it  thought  proper  to  iiive 
its  dupes  of  my  remarks  on  presenling  my  ameiul- 
ment  is  republished,  and  an  arraignment  preferred, 
declaring  that 

"What  Mr.  Ewing — a  witness  not  present — '/jco- 
«OHH«d /a/sf,' is  established  by  the  written  notes 
taken  down  during  the  debate  by  governor  Clay, 
of  Alabama;  Judge  Young,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Michigan;  Mr.  Norvell,  of  Michigan;  all  corro- 
borating the  reports  of  the  Globe." 

Noil' be  it  Icnown,  that  not  one  of  the  whole  array 
of  honorable  senators  whose  names  are  thus  thriis't 
forward  by  the  Globe  has,  or  can  establish,  the 
truth  of  what  I  know  lo  bo  false,  and  so  declared 
upon  the  occasion  alluded  to.  Nor  can  the  Globe's 
s  Mai'linVairslioidd  ''''P°''  °'  their  speeches,  as  given,  be  tortured  info 
a  contradiction  of  any  thing  I  said.  I  said  that  it 
was  utterly  false  that  the  distinguished  senator 
(whose  glorious  fame  and  honest  name  are  worm- 
wood toUie  Globe  man)  had,  as  was  re])ortcd,  de- 
signated settlers  on  the  public  lands  as  'land  pirates;' 
that  it  was  a  calumny,  sent  abroad  lor  party  pur- 
poses— worthy  of  its  labricators — unworthy  of  be- 
lief The  seltlers  know  that  Ihey  sellled  down 
contrary  to  law;  they  do  not  deny  or  disijuise  this 
fact;  and  this  was  the  sense  and  irne  meaning  and 
intent  of  all  that  was  charged  against  them.  In 
substance  and  in  fact,  the  president,  (whose  delu- 
sive echo  the  Globe  is,)  in  his  deliberate  message 
to  this  congress,  said  as  much,  and  made  as  many 
allegations  to  operate  against  the  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  those  seeking  pre-emption,  as  the  much- 
traduced  senator  alluded  to  in  the  heat  of  debate. 
Have  not  the  people  read  that  message,  and  could 
they  not  mark  the  double  aspect  of  its  bearing  upon 
the  present  state  of  things?  But  it  suits  fhe  Globe 
man  to  overlook  thi.s;  and  in  his  despicable  manner, 
and  with  his  usual  malign  spirit,  to  labor  to  do 


wrong  and  inflict  injury  in  the  article  I  have  re- 
marked upon. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  defamation  of  the  Globe 
can  excite  the  prejudice  of  many  honest  men  at 
this  time  of  day.  I  trust  indignant  contempt  of 
such  malignant  perversions  will  alone  be  called 
forth.  Thus  it  is  that  a  free  and  virtuous  people 
will  manifest  respect  for  correct  principles,  and  pro- 
tect their  faithful  public  servants  from  the  influence 
of  corrupt  partisans.  I  thank  God  my  constituents 
know  me,  and  my  public  character  can  never  rest 
upon  the  reports  of  the  Globe  newspaper;  indeed, 
its  praise  would  be  mortifying;  for  niy  energies,  my 
actions,  and  my  opinions  instinctively  desire  to  avoid 
the  contamination  of  such. 

I  will  only  add  that,  in  correcting  a  false  impu-, 
falion  against  an  enlightened  patriot,  I  neither  feel 
nor  manifest  any  "zeal."  I  am  no  less  the  "zeal- 
ous" friend  of  general  Harrison,  another  enlighten- 
ed patriot,  but,  in  truth,  my  zeal  for  either  is  reserv- 
ed for  a  different  field  of  aclion.  My  whole  zeal 
at  present  is  to  serve  my  constituents;  and  I  trust 
neither  dutv  nor  honor  will  hereafter  require  of  me 
to  divert  that  zeal  lor  a  moment  to  counteract  any 
new  libels  or  defamation  in  the  Globe,  or  resting 
upon  its  authority. 

Veiy  respectfully. 

Your  friend,  &.C. 

Jno.  Ewing. 

Messrs.   Gales  ci"  Seaion. 


LETTER    FROM   THE   HON.   WADDY 
THOMPSON,  Jr. 

Washington,  May  25,  1S3S. 

Sir:  A  writer  in  a  lale    number   of  your   paper 
propounds  certain  question  to   me   which   I    have 
neither  the  right  nor  the   inclination    to   refuse   to 
answer.     The  respectful  character  of  the  article,a3  i 
well  as  the  obviously  respectable  source  from  which 
it  comes,  forbid  me  to  do  so.     1  therelore  send  you  I 
a  speech  which  I  delivered  in   congress   before  I  j 
saw  the  article   in   your  paper.     I   believe    all  the  j 
questions  are  answered   in  the  speed'.     Lest   Ihey 
may  not  be  with  sufficient  distinctness,  I   now  add 
that  1  am  opposed  to  entrusting  the  keeping  of  the 
public  money  to  agents  appointed  by  the  president, 
'  and  remnveei  at  his  pleasure.     I  am  opposed  to  Mr.  | 
Rives'  substitute,  as  being  but  a  revival  of  the  ex-  i 
ploded  pet  bank  s'istem.     I  am  also  opposed  to  the  , 
charter  of  a  United  States  Bank.     I  am  in  favur  of; 
special  deposites  with  banks  pioperly  selected,  pre-  ( 
ferring,  in  all  cases  where  they  exist,  banks  owned 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  states;  in  such  manner  that 
the  money  is  not  to  be  used  by  the  banks  in  which 
it  is  deposited.     I  believe  this  plan,  in  every  parti- 
cular, the  best.     The  money  will   be  kejit   at  less 
expense,  will  be  more  safe,  more  easily  transferred,  i 
anil  it  will  cut  down,  if  not  entirely  destroy,  (Lis. 
great  source  of  government  patronage,  ,   , 

I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  the  rejection  of  bankj 
nolens,  and  the  demand  eif  golel  and  silver  for  all; 
public  dues.  No  |)Ossilile  combination  of  circum-j 
stances  can  ineluce  me  to  vote  for  a  measure  whithi 
I  bidieve  will  cause  so  much  ruin  and  misery. 

Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  on  the  general, 
question  of  the  "right  of' the  constituent  lo  instruct' 
his  repre'sentafive,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  thatsuoih 
is  my  peculiar  relation  to  my  constituenl.=,  tliatd 
wouid  not  throw  myself  in  the  way  of  their  deUh.- 
erately  formed  opinions  on  any  suhj.ct.  That 
"kindness  and  liberality"  on  their  pait  to  which, 
your  correspondent  alludes,  I  am  fully  consciousof,| 
and  have  endeavored  to  repay  it  in  a  manner  more 
substantial  than  )>rofessions — by  a  stern  and  con- 
stant devotion  to  their  interest' of  such  poor  povr- 
crs  as  God  has  given  me.  I  am  ready  in  their  serr 
vice  to  sacrifice  that  wliich  I  value  far,  very  fal 
beyond  all  other  honors— their  confidence  and  sup* 
port.  I  have  calmly  and  deliberately  re-examins^ 
my  opinion  ons  on  the  great  questions  now  agitat«|j 
and  I  am  only  the  more  confirmed  in  their  correct 
ness.  Until  convinced  that  I  am  in  error,  no  humat 
power  can  force  me  to  change  my  course.  If  such 
shall  not  be  (as  I  do  not  efoiibt  that  in  time  theyj 
will  be)  the  opinions  of  my  constituents,  it  will 
give  me  much  |iain — :nothing  so  much,  however,,- 
as  would  the  consciousness  that  any  combinationj 
of  circumstances  should  have  forceel  me  to  sacri-! 
fice  my  own  settled  convicfions  of  duty.  I  believe 
the  system  proposed  will  be  injiirions  to  the  whole 
country,  and  more  so  to  the  south  than  any  other! 
section.  If  these  opinions,  honeslly  entertained! 
and  fearlessly  expressed,  shall  forfeit  me  fhe  confi-l 
dence  of  valued  friends,  it  will  not  be  the  first  timei 
that  I  have  sacrificed  popularity  and  office  to  a! 
sense  of  public  duty.  I  am  aware  of  the  powerllil! 
influences  which  have  opeiafed  in  my  district  tcj 
proeliice  elilfercnt  opinions,  of  fhe  small  hope  there' 
is  of  my  being  able  successfully  lo  resist  these  in-' 
Alienees.  This  in  no  wise  diminishes  the  obliga-i 
lion  to  attempt  it.    I  shall  most  assuredly,  by  al 
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means  in  my  powi-r,  vindicate  my  course  as  your 
representative,  relying  on  the  intelligence,  firnineiS, 
ami  justice  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  I  therel'ore 
ask  llie  I'avor  of  you  (o  publish  the  speech  which  I 
senilyou.  and  Irely  upon  the  -liberalily  anil  Uiml- 
ness"  of  each  and  all  my  constituents  to  read  it  dis- 
passionately, and  I'm  111  their  nun  conclusions;  and 
I  leave  it  to  them  to  decide  whether  the  systematic 
and  fierce  denunciation  of  which  I  have  been  the 
subject  results  more  from  a  regard  to  the  public 
good  than  from  feelings  of  private  and  personal 
hostility. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  TII0.MPS0.S',  jr. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Pendleton  Messciiscr. 


York  to  Butl'alo,  upon  my  return  home,  after  the 
termination  of  the  |ireseiit  session  of  congress. 

I  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  gratitude;  and  I  re- 
quest you,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  those  who  com- 
posed it  my  cordial  thanks,  and  respectful  acknow- 
ledgments, for  their  friendly  consideration  of  ine. 
Whilst  I  feel  highly  gratified  by  the  sentiments  of 
attachment,  confidence,  and  preference,  with  an 
expression  of  which  the  meeting  has   honored  me. 


to  hold  a  great  family  consultation  in  December, 
It*3!).  Otiier  gentlemen,  of  eminent  abilities,  of 
distinguislied  services,  and  of  acknowh-dged  patri- 
otism, are  justly  and  properly  and  proininenlly  in 
their  view,  and  under  their  consideration.  Whilst 
this  preliminary  question  is  in  progres.s  of  an  ami- 
cable adjustment,  1  feel  thai  it  would  not  be  right 
for  me  to  make  any  personal  exertions,  or  even  to 
be  voluntarily  placed  in  situations  in  which  it 
might  be  supposed  that  I  was  making  personal  ex- 


INVITATION  TO  MR.  CL.\Y. 

Inuitatioii  of  the  lute  meeling  at  Masonic  Hall,  New 
Yorl:,  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  his  a^iswcr. 

LETTER    OF    THE    COiM.MITTEE. 

New  S'or.':,  May  31, 1S3S. 
To  the  hon.  Hennj  Claij: 

Sir:  A  meeting  of  our  citizens  was  held  at  Ma- 
sonic Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  instant,  when 
the  atldress  and  resolutions,  of  which  copies  are 
enclosed,  were  unanimously  adopted.  By  one  of 
those  resolutions  that  vast  and  animated  assemblage 
committed  to  us  the  duly  of  inviting  you  to  pass 
tiirough  the  state  of  New  York,  by  way  of  this  city, 
Albany,  and  Buti'alo,  on  your  return  to  Lexington, 
alter  your  labors  at  the  present  session  of  congress, 
sliall  h.ive  terminated. 

Tiie  meeting  lamented  that  the  gratifying  spec- 
tacle is  not  now  presented  by  this  state,  wliich,  but 
for  ri-cent  events,  it  would  have  exhibited  on  your 
first  journey  through  its  widest  extent.  The  deso- 
lation brought  upon  our  beloved  country,  by  a  bad 
administration  of  government,  allhougii  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  interest,  nor  limited  by  state 
boundaries,  has,  in  its  fullest  force,  been  visited 
upon  us;  and  the  infliction  was,  perhaps,  the  more 
dejecting,  because  it  was  dealt  by  those  from  whom 
a  majority  of  our  citizens  had  looked  for  benefits 
anil  gratitude.  The  indignation  of  a  great  people 
has  at  len^tli  checked  the  audacity,  and  foresha- 
dowed the  doom  of  the  destroyers.  Buoyant,  there- 
fore, with  expectation,  we  can  at  least  have  the 
pleasure  of  showing  you  the  inoniiments  of  former 
success  and  wiser  counsels,  and  of  pointing  out  to 
you  the  sources  of  our  future  hopes:  our  common 
schools,  our  canals  and  railroads,  our  spacious  har- 
bors, our  noble  rivers,  our  fertile  fi?lds,  our  ship- 
ping, workshops  and  warehouses,  and  our  nume- 
rous and  intelli'jent  population,  gifted  with  ingenui- 
ty, industry  and  enterprise,  a'.d  not  yet  deprived  of 
all  their  energies  by  the  incubus  that  sits  incumbent 
upon  tliem.  Amid  the  ruins  which  surround  us, 
it  is  consolatory  to  see  that  something  has  been 
snatched  from  destruction  by  the  intripidity  of 
yourself  and  your  compatriots;  that  there  is  much 
that  was  indestrucliblc;  and  that  materials  remain, 
with  which,  under  the  guidance  of  patriotic  skill, 
we  in.iy  hereafter  be  able  to  repair  the  fabric  of  our 
prosperity. 

Governed  by  these  feelings,  the  meeting  directed 
us  to  urge  your  acceptance  of  the  invitation  which 
we  have  above  coin;nunicated.  It  will  aii'ord  us 
the  highest  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  stale  to 
them  tliat  th';ir  r.-'qiust  will  be  complied  with. — 
And  you  will,  we  trust,  permit  us  to  add,  that  the 
pleasure  of  our  citizens  in  se:-ing  you  will  be  heigh- 
tened by  the.opport'.inily  of  thanking  you  in  per- 
son lor  the  many  and  eminent  services  of  the  past; 
I  of  rejoici:ig  with  you  in  the  promises  of  the  pre- 
sent; and  of  confirming  their  hojies  of  the  future 
1  by  a  communion  with  o.ne,  who,  undismayed  by  the 
i  perils  that  liave  from  time  to  time  threatened  our 
country,  still  pursued  the  onward  path,  and  taught 
us,  by  his  precept  and  example,  never  to  despair  of 
the  republic. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  consi- 
deration, your  faithful  friends  and  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

GuLi.\N-  C.  Verpla.n'ck, 
\VrLr.is  Hall, 
Joiiv  L.  Lawrence, 
TiioM.-Cs  L.  Wells, 
Dudley"  Selde.v, 
Robert  Sw.\rtwout. 

mr.  clav's  replt. 

Washington,  June  8, 183S. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  whic'i.  as  a  committee  appointed  at  a  meet 
ing  of  my  political  friends,  recently  convened  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  you  addressed  to  me,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  their  proceedings,  and,  in  pursu- 
ance of  one  of  their  resolutions,  inviting  me  to  vi- 
sit that  city,  and  to  pass  through  the  state  of  New 


I  think  that  it  has  wisely  referred  the  designation  ,  eriions,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  coiifiucnce 
of  a  suitable  candidate  for  the  olfice  of  president  of '  justly  due  to  them,  of  our  common  friends,  and  fix 
the  United  States  to  the  consideration  and  impartial  j  it  exclusividy  upon  mys.ll.  In  announcing  this 
decision  of  a  national  conveiilion.  yiicli  an  a^«em- j  rule  ol  conduct  lor  inysell,  it  is  foreign  from  my 
hiage,  representing  all  parts  of  the.  United  Stales,  j  intention  to  mark  out  any  course  for  others,  or  to 
and  fairly  constituted,  will  embody  the  opinions  |  intimate  any  dissatisfaction  with  whatever  line  they 
and  best  express  the  sense  of  the  w  hole  opposition  i  may  consider  it  proper  to  pursue, 
to  the  present  administration  of  the  general  govern-  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  individually,  to  accept 
ment.     It   will  reconcile  dilferenees,  promote  liar- 1  assurances  of  the  high  personal  regard  and  esteein 


mony.  and  secure  hearty  to-opetation  among  tlio: 
who  are  engaged  in  the  patriotic  cause  of  strug- 
gling to  bring  back  the  government  to  its  former 
purity  to  heal  the  wounds  in  the  constitution,  and 
to  restore  the  prosperily  of  the  country. 

I  sliould  be  most  happy  to  find  myself  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  arlmit  of  my  acceptance 
of  the  friendly  invitation  to  visit  your  state.  I  am 
sure  that  every  where,  on  a  tour  so  agreeable,  I 
should  meet  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality, and  behold  in  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and 
enterprise  of  the  people  of  New  York,  in  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement  which  adorn  its  ter- 
ritory, and  in  the  fruitful  soil  with  which  Provi- 
dence has  blessed  it,  abundant  elements  for  repair- 
ing the  temj^orary  injuries  inflicted  by  the  errors 
and  experiments  of  the  lederal  executive.  But  1 
feel  constrained  to  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of 
contemplating  these  pleasing  scenes.     After  an  ab- 


witli  which  I  am,  faithlully, 

Y'our  friend  and  obedient  ser 


•ant, 
11.  Clay. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  commuiiieaicd  to  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  inst. 
To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  lltli  inst.,  reports 
from  the  secretariesof  state,  treasury,  and  war,  with 
the  documents  referred  to  by  them  respectively.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  outrages  committed  on  the 
steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel,  under  the  British  Hag, 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
steamboat  Telegraph,  under  the  American  flag  at 
Brockville,  in  Upper  Canada,  have  not  been  follov 


cd  by  any  demand,  by  either  government  on  the 
seiice  from  my  home,  w  hich  has  already  e>;tcnded  j  other,  for  redress.  These  acts  have  been,  so  far, 
to  nigh  eight  months,  I  am  naturally  most  anxious  treated  on  each  side  as  criminal  ollences  committed 
to  rejoin  my  family  without  any  unavoidable  delay,  w'ithin  the  jurisdiction  of  tribunals  competent  to 
I  might  content  myself  with  the  assignment  of  this  enquire  into  the  facts,  and  to  punish  the  persons 
simple  reason,  but  I  have  other  and  higher  motives,  i  concerned  in  them.  Investigations  have  been  made, 
which  candor  requires  I  should  communicate,  for  |  some  of  the  individuals  inculpated  have  been  arrest- 
declining  to  accept  your  obliging  invitation.  Al-  ed,  and  prosecutions  are  in  progress,  the  result  of 
though  I  am  not,  in  fact,  a  candidate  for  any  office,  which  cannot  be  doubled.  The  excited  state  of 
I  am  aware  that  my  name  is  freely  used  in  connex-  public  feeling  on  the  borders  of  Canada,  on  both 
ion  with  tlie  highest  in  the  gilt  of  the  American 
people.  Wliilbf  it  is  thus  a  subject  of  considera- 
tion, I  have  thought  that  it  best  becomes  me  to  re- 
main in  an  attitude  perfectly  passive,  doing  nothing 
with  the  intention  of  attracting  the  current  of  pub- 
lic feeling  to  me,  nothing  to  disturb  or  art'ect  the 
exercise  of  the  free  and  unbiassed  judgment  of  the 
people.  I  have  accordingly  acted  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  this  conviction  of  my  duty.  I  have  vi- 
sited no  place,  and  shall  visit  no  place,  with  the 
view  of  promoting  my  own  personal  advancement. 


sides  of  the  line,  has  occasioned  the  most  painful 
anxiety  to  this  government.  Every  elfort  has  been, 
and  will  he,  made  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  de- 
sisn  apparently  formed,  and  in  the  course  of  exe- 
execution,  by  Canadians  who  have  found  a  refuge 
within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  li-w  reckless  persons 
of  our  own  country,  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  war 
with  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such  de- 
sign cannot  succeed  while  the  two  governments  ap- 
preciate and  confidently  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  respective 


Considerations  both  of  principle  and  convenience  I  duties.  With  a  fixed  determination  to  use  all  the 
have  induced  me  to  adopt  this  resolution.  I  know  [  means  in  my  power  to  put  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
that  sentiments  of  personal  esteem  and  regard  for  ,  termination  to  these  bordertroubles,  Ihave  the  most 
me,  and  for  wdiich  I  am  very  thankful,  apart  from  confident  assurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
political  motives,  have  prompted  the  invitation  with  the  British  authorities,  at  home  and  in  the  North 
which  you  have  favored  me;  but  if  I  were  to  accept  American  possessions,  in  the  accom))lishment  of  a 
it,  nD  matter  under  what  protestations  or  profes- j  purpose  so  sincerely  and  earnestly  di-sired  by  the 
sions,  it  would  be  believed,  whether  justly  or  not,  |  governments  and  people  both  of  the  United  Stales 
that  it  had  other  objects  besides  social  inte:coiirse,  I  and  Great  Britain.  M.  Va>}  BrRK^J. 

and  an  examination  of  the  inexhaustible  resources  |       IVashington,  June  20,  18.3S. 


of  your  great  state.  The  same  or  similar  re.isons 
with  which  I  might  be  induced  to  visit  New  York, 
would  be  urged  to  prevail  on  me  to  go  to  other  por- 
tions of  the  union.  How  could  I  discriminate? 
What  limit  should  I  prescribe?  There  would  be  a 
|)hysical  impracticability  to  go  to  every  important 
point  of  the  union,  wdiich  I  might  be  pressed,  or 
prompted  by  the  impulse  of  my  own  feelings,  to 
visit. 

The  office  of  president  of  the  United  States  is  of 
a  nature  so  exalted,  and  its  functions  so  momen- 
tous, that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and,  happily,  never 
can  be,  reached  by  individual  eflbrls  to  acquire  it. 
It  should  only  be  bestowed  bv  the  free,  spontane- 
ous, and  deliberate  jiid..;ment  of  the  people.  When 
so  conferred,  it  is  more  honorable  to  them  and  to 
the  distinguished  object  of  their  choice.  Thus  re- 
ceiving it,  he  will  enter  upon  the  career  of  its  ardu- 
ous duties,  conscious  that  he  has  attained  the  ele- 
vated station  by  no  low  or  unworthy  arts, and  over- 
flowing with  gratitude,  will  dedicate  all  his  abilities, 
and  his  undivided  energies,  to  the  honor  and  the 
prosperity  and  the  glory  of  his  country. 

Such.,  gentlemen,  are  the  views  which  I  should 
enterfain  if  I  were  a  formal  candidate,  and  the  sole 
candidate  of  (he  cause  to  which  I  am  attached. — 
Far  from  being  weakened,  they  appear  to  me  to 
possess  additional  strength  when  we  survey  the  ac- 
tual stale  of  the  question  to  which  they  relate. 
The  whigs  have  not  yet  determined  on  their  candi- 
dal./. They  are  now  deliberating  about  it,  consult- 
ing among  themselves  in  their  primary  and  other 
assemblies,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do,  and  resolved 


A  number  of  documents  accomp.inied  this  mes- 
sage,  the  contents  of  which  may  be  generally  infer- 
red from  the  message  itself.  The  following  report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  however,  is  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  be  scpaiated  from  the  rest  for  pub- 
lication. 

Department  of  War,  June  19.  IS.'??. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  11th  instant,  as 
has,  by  your  direction,  been  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  receipt 
of  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  the  British 
steamer  Sir  Robert  Peel,  orders  were  iminediatily 
issued  to  the  commandiii?  ofTicer  at  Fort  Ni.ngara, 
to  detach  a  portion  of  hi' force  to  Satkctt's  Harbor; 
and  shortly  after,  the  disposable  recruits  at  New 
Y'ork  and  Fort  Monroe  were  ordered,  part  to 
strengthen  that  post,  fart  to  Plattsbnr;,  and  part  to 
Swanton,on  the  Vermont  frontier,  at  the  same  time, 
measures  were  taken  to  employ  a  steamer,  to  be 
manned  with  a  competent  military  force,  for  police 
purposes,  on  each  of  the  lakes,  Erie  and  Ontario. 

1  he  department,  having  subsequently  received  in- 
formation, communicated  by  (he  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  that  the  disturbers  of  public 
order  had  taken  refuse  on  a  portion  of  the  Thousand 
Islands,  situated  within  the  jurisiliction  of  the  Unit- 
States,  where  they  were  collecting  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  engaced  in  fitting  out  hostile  ex- 
peditions against  Canaila.  major  gen.  Macomb  was 
despatched  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  on  the  norlhtrn  frontier,  with 
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.lis  to  take  prompt  and  vigorous  measure? 
in  our  treaty   stipulations,  and  to  execute 


inst 

to  maintain  our  treaty  stipu 

the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  and  especially  to  lose 
ro  time  in  directing  operations  ai;aiiist  the  lawless 
men  who,  lor  the  avowed  purpose  of  committing 
depredations  upon  the  territory  of  a  friendly  power, 
have  stationed  themselves  on  the  islands  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  The  general  has  been  since  advis- 
ed to  station  a  guard  of  regulars  at  each  of  the  fer- 
ries on  the  river,  and  at  each  port  of  entry  on  the 
lakes,  in  order  to  protect  the  persons  and  property 
of  subjects  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  from  any  fur- 
ther outrage;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  character  and  well-earned  reputation  of  that 
officer,  that  he  will  carry  these  instructions  info 
effect  to  the  extent  the  limited  force  under  his  com- 
mand will  permit,  with  promptness  and  energy. 

With  regard  to  the  "concentralion  and  movements 
of  foreign  troops  on  the  northern  and  northeastern 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  the  department  is 
not  informed  that  the  regular  troops  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  have,  as  yet,  been  stationed  along  the 
frontier,  as  it  is  believed  to  be  the  intention;  that 
service  appearing  still  to  be  performed  by  the  vo- 
lunteers and  militia  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada — 
a  force  estimated,  by  competent  judges,  at  about 
twenty-five  thousand  men.  The  regulars  now  in 
the  Cauadas  are  ten  regiments  of  the  line  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  to  be  carried  up  to  fif- 
teen regiments;  two  battalions  of  guard,=,  eight  hun- 
dred and  filty  men  each;  two  regiments  of  cavalry, 
each  of  three  hundred  men.  In  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia,  the  regular  force  consists  of  five 
regiments  of  the  line  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  men 
each.  It  is  presumed  that  the  usual  proportion  of 
artillery  will  be  attached  to  the  regular  forces  ii; 
these  colonies,  and  in  the  Canadas,  making  an  ag- 
gregate regular  force  of  between  fifteen  and  sixteen 
thousand  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

To  Ike  Presiflcnt  of  the  U.  S. 

P.  S.  The  accompanying  extracts  of  letters  re- 
ceived from  his  excellency  the  governor  ol  New 
York  contain  such  inforiration  as  has  been  receiv- 
ed by  this  department  on  the  subject  of  the  recent 
disturbances  on  the  northern  frontier. 


had  broken  a  wheel  shall  on  the  passage  down  the 
river,  some  fifty  miles  above  the  head  of  the  raft, 
and  was  stove  by  running  on  shore,  in  consequence 
of  her  unmanageable  condition,  having  but  ore 
wheel  at  work.  However,  there  is  now  no  ob- 
struction of  a  dangerous  character  in  the  rait,  that 
is  known.  I  consider  the  navigation  as  s;ife  through 
that  part  of  the  river,  where  the  raft  was  formerly 
located,  as  at  any  other  part  of  it,  fioin  forty-five 
miles  above  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  the  steamboat 
navigation,  a  distance  estimated  at  1150  miles. — 
The'lbrmer  location  of  the  raft  occupied  165  miles 
of  that  distance.  Its  removal  lias  exten  led  the 
navigation  by  steamboats,  about  750  miles  on  the 
Red  river  proper.  Its  tributaries,  from  the  best 
inlbrmation  I  am  in  possession  of,  will  afford  about 
six  hundred  miles,  with  but  partial  improvements 
in  their  channels,  and  may  be  extended  by  im- 
provements on   the    main  river  and  its  tribiita  ' 


ject  to  the  prevailing  diseases  of  the  country,  and 
the  annoyance  from  the  immense  swarms  of  miis- 
qnitoes  that  abound  in  the  valley  of  that  river. 
Four  years  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  long  as  it  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  improvement. 

In  that  time  the  channel  of  tlie  river  will  proba- 
bly have  returned  to  its  former  width,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  current  on  its  bottom  and  shores, 
which  are  both  wearing  away  continually;  and  by 
the  assistance  of  the  snag-boat  to  remove  the  logs 
and  trees  that  accumuUitc  in  its  bed,  and  clearing 
awav  the  narrowest  points,  the  navigation  will  be 
kept  open  without  interruption.  There  is  also  some 
work  necessary  lobe  done  on  several  of  the  bayous 
in  the  upper  section  of  the  rait,  to  secure  the  water 
in  its  original  channel  and  prevent  the  enlargement 
tosnch  an  extent  as  to  endange.-  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  by  drawing  more  water  from  it,  than 
could  be  spared  from  its  volume  in  a  low  stage.     I 


some  nine  hundred  miles  further,  extending  the  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  that  provision 
whole  line  of  navigation  by  the  improvements  be  also  made  for  removing  the  snags  fioiu  the  bed 
3,250  miles,  passing  through  as  fertile  a  soil  of  the  river  above  the  raft,  as  high  up  as  Fort  Tovv- 
as  any  on  this  continent,  with  a  less  proportion  son.  That  work  is  of  ^reat  importance  to  the  navi- 
of  land  which  is  unfit  for  cultivation  than  any  gation  of  the  river,  and  can  be  done  at  a  small  ex- 
tract of  the  same  extent  in  our  country.  The  cli-  pense  by  the  snag-boat  "Eradicator."  The  mas- 
mate  is  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton;  ter  of  that  boat  can  run  np  from  the  raft,  w-hen  the 
the  lat.  raging  from  .32°  to  35"  N.,  between  the  water  is  at  the  most  favorable  stages,  and  execute 
original  foot  of  the  raft  and  the  head  of  navigation,  the  necessary  work,  with  a  small  additional  ex- 
The  lands  on  the  river  bottom,  from  the  foot  of  the  pense,  to  the  operations  in  the  raft  region.  There 
raft  to  one  hundred  miles  above  its  head,  have  been  are,  however,  some  parts  of  that  river  thai  flow 
nearly  all  redeemed  from  inundation  by  the  removal  through  banks  that  cave  in  to  some  extent,  and 
of  the  timber  from  its  bed,  all  of  which  is  now  set-  |  keep  up  the  supply  of  snags  in  that  river,  and  large 


From  the  Jinny  and  Nany  Chronicle. 
RAFT  OF  RED  RIVER— OFFICIAL. 

Louisville,  June  4,  183S. 
Gen.  C.  Gratiot, 

ChieJ  engineer,  Washington: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  the  department, 
that  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  the  steam  sna" 
boat  "Eradicator,"  with  a  keel  boat  in  tow,  lell 
this  place  for  the  great  raft  in  Red  river,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  its  removal.  The  steamer 
"Pearl,"  with  a  keel  boat  in  tow,  left  on  the  27th 
of  January  last,  destined  to  the  sameservice.  The 
"Eradicator"  arrived  at  the  raft  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, the  "Pearl"  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  the 
"Laurel"  on  the  Sth  of  February.  The  work  of 
removing  the  rail  was  resumed  by  the  respective 
boats  on  their  arrival,  and  was  continued  by  the 
"Laurel  to  ths  21st  of  April,  by  the  "Eradicator" 
and  "Pearl"  to  the  first  of  May,  the  period  for 
which  the  laborers  were  engaged.  On  the  7lh  of 
March  last  the  first  steamboat  was  enabled  to  force 
her  way  through  the  upper  section  of  the  raft,  and 
up  to  the  29th  five  merchant  boats  had  passed  up, 
quite  through  the  raft.  On  that  day  the  entire  re- 
maindtr  of  the  raft  was  cut,  so  as  to  leave  a  clear 
passage  for  boats.  Still  there  remained  in  the  chan- 
nel a  great  number  of  snags,  logs,  kc,  which  have 
since  been  taken  out  by  the  "Eradicator."  On  the 
the  Isl  of  May  the  navigation  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  raft  was  considered  safe,  and  was 
navigated  by  the  largest  class  of  boats,  trading  in 
that  river,  with  full  cargoes,  at  the  rate  of  seven 
miles  an  hour  up  stream,  and  twelvedown,  without 
damage  to  the  boats.  There  were  two  boats  lost 
near  the  head  of  the  raft  by  striking  snags:  The 
"Black  Hawk"  on  the  2d,  and  the  "Revenue"  on 
the  7lh  April.  These  accidents  happened  before 
the  "Eradicator"  had  worked  her  way  through  that 
part  of  the  river,  and  earlier  than  it  was  safe  to 
risk  a  heavy  lailen  steamer  down  the  stream,  by 
navigators  that  conld  not  by  any  means  know  the 
river  in  so  short  a  time  after  its  channel  had  been 
opened,  consequently  were  exposed  to  great  dan- 
ger. 

The  snag  on  which  the  "Black  Hawk"  struck 
was  removed  two  days  after  the  loss  of  that  boat; 
it  was  found  to  be  firmly  fixed  in  a  perpendicular  po- 
sition, with  its  roots  twenty-three  feet  below  the  bot- 
tom of  the  river.  The  tree  was  about  four  feet  in 
diameter,  broken  oil' about  three  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  and  situated  in  a  current  of 
about  five  miles  an  hour.    The  steamer  "Revenue 


fling  with  unprecedented  rapidity.  In  that  part  of 
the  river  where  the  raft  was  located,  there  was  not 
the  trace  of  a  man  to  be  seen  from  its  foot  up  to 
Rush  island,  near  the  Caddo  agency,  when  the 
work  was  commenced  in  1833,  and  which  is  now  a 
continued  line  of  cotton  plantations,  extending  to 
the  town  of  Shreveport,  a  distance  of  115  miles. 
From  that  place  to  the  head  of  the  raft,  there  are 
many  large  improvements,  and  I'reparations  now-  in 
progress  to  put  in  cultivation  a  large  portion  of  the 
land  on  that  part  of  the  river.  The  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Red  and  the  Sabine  rivers,  lias  also  been 
thickly  settled.  There  is,  perhaps,  a  settler  on 
every  section  of  land  in  that  whole  district  of  coun- 
try, covering  a  tract  of  ninety  miles  north  and 
scuth,and  forty  ea?t  and  west,  lying  within  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  wdiich  includes  the  Caddo  pur- 
chase of  the  1st  July,  1835.  The  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Red  river  and  Washita,  alsoof  about 
equal  extent,  and  equal  in  quality,  is  settling  with 
almost  as  great  rapidity. 

The  state  of  Arkansas  has  its  southern  boundary 
at  33  degrees  north  latitude,  which  crosses  the  Red 
river  about  15  miles  due  north,  above  the  head  of 
the  great  raft,  and  by  the  meanders  of  the  river 
about  -15  miles;  and  has  a  boundary  on  the  river,  on 
the  southwest  bank,  of  about  200  miles,  on  the 
northeast  bank  to  its  norlhern  boundary  some  6110 
miles;  all  of  which  is  settling  with  a  population 
that  must  in  a  few  years  produce  some  two  hun- 
dred tlionsand  bales  of  cotton  per  annum,  and  an 
immense  amount  of  surplus  provisions,  being  a 
go'.d  grain  growing  country,  and  equal  to  any  in 
the  United  States  for  raising  stock  of  any  kind. 
Texas  has  a  boundary  on  the  southeast  bank  of  the 
riverof  about  400  miles,  which  is  also  as  valuable 
a  tract  of  country  as  any  within  the  limits  of  that 
government,  a  great  portion  of  wtiich  is  settled  by 
an  industrious  and  enterprising  population. 

The  advantages  tn  be  derived  from  the  removal 
of  the  great  rait,  cannot  now  be  calculated.  The 
government  land  on  that  river  has  been  enhanced 
in  value  to  an  immense  amount,  not  less,  I  should 
judge,  than  15,000,000  of  dollars.  The  settlers 
will  reap  inestimable  advantages  fiom  the  same 
work.  The  expenditure  for  its  removal  under  my 
superintendence,  including  the  building  of  the 
steam  snag  boat  "Eradicator."  designed  to  Iceep 
clear  new  accumulations  of  obstructions  in  that 
part  of  the  river,  called  the  raft,  has  been  $311,- 
129  50.  It  will  be  necessary  to  expend  some 
$15,000  a  year  in  that  river,  to  work  the  snag  boat 
"Eradicator"  a  part  of  each  year,  for  which  ser- 
vi.:e  she  is  constructed  and  is  admirably  well  adapt- 
ed, to  remove  such  snags  and  logs  as  will  fioin  time 
to  time  rise  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  cave  in 
from  its  banks;  and  to  widen  the  stream  at  those 
points  where  it  has  been  contracted  to  so  narrow  a 
channel  as  not  to  afford  sufficient  room  for  the 
drifting  frees  that  final  down  during  the  high  fresh- 
els  in  that  river.  For  that  service  I  hope  conefress 
will  make  provision  from  time  to  time,  and  iiTtime 
to  admit  of  the  work  being  prosecuted  at  the  most 
advantageous  season  of  the  year,  which  is  from  the 
1st  of  December  to  the  31st  of  May.  During  the 
summer  and  fall  months  the  water  is  frequently  too 
low  to  operate  a  boat  to  advantage,  and  tiie  work  of 
too  unhealthy  a  character  to  labor  in  that  climate 
during  that  part  of  the  year,  when  men  will  be  sub- 


drifiing  trees  in  its  current.  The  latter  are  liable 
to  lodge  at  the  narrow  points  in  the  rail,  and  give 
m.uch  more  labor  to  remove  them  than  would  be 
required  for  felling  the  timber  on  the  banks,  and 
cutting  it  into  pieces  that  would  Hoat  down  without 
inteirnpting  the  navigation,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
vent the  accumulation  of  .snags  at  those  points. 
For  the  execution  of  that  woric,  it  will  require  the 
labor  of  50  men  six  months,  at  an  expense  of  $10,- 
000.  For  both  of  these  objects  I  would  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  necessary  to  work  the  snag  boat  in  the 
raft. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your   obedient  ser- 
vant, 

Henry  M.  Shreeve,  Superintendent. 


THE  STEAMBOAT  PULASKI. 
From  the  Wilmington  {N.  C.)  JlJi^erliser — e.vtra. 

Wednesday,  June  30—1  o'clock  P.  M. 
Further  particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Pu- 
laski, on  the  night  of  the  l-llh  June. 

We  think  it  highly  important  to  stale,  in  the  first 
jilace  that  a  gentleman  of  unquestionable  character 
and  judgment  concur  in  saying  the  fatal  explosion 
was  caused  by  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  those 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  machinery.  Solomon, 
a  black  waiter  on  board,  who  had  once  been  a  fire- 
man, states,  that  a  little  after  II  o'clock,  as  he 
turned  from  the  fire-room,  he  heard  the  second  en- 
gineer (who  was  on  duly)  turn  the  water-cock, 
and,  from  the  loud  shrill  whistle  which  ensued,  he 
knew  that  the  water  had  gotten  too  loiv,  and  that 
there  was  imminent  danger.  Mr.  Coiiper,  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  and  others,  give  it  as  their  opinion  that 
the  blow-cock  had  been  negligently  left  open — that 
the  boilers  had  been  emptied,  v^liich  alarmed  the 
engineer,  and  caused  him  in  his  fright,  to  fill  them 
suddenly  with  fresh  water.  The  boiler  being  heat- 
ed to  redness,  this  body  of  water  was  instantly  con- 
verted into  steam  with  an  expansive  force  which 
the  sides  of  the  boilers  were  too  feeble  to  resist.  It 
is  further  positively  statetl  that  during  the  whole  jias- 
sage,  within  twenty  minutes  of  the  catastrophe,  the 
steam  gauge-cock  indicated  from  27  to  29  inches  of 
steam.  The  facts  which  immediately  followed  are 
given  correctly  by  Mr.  Hibberd,  as  published  in  our 
extra  of  the  ISth,  until  it  reaches  the  slatement  of 
the  sinking.  This  was  not  the  case,  but  she  parted 
info  three  pieces. 

In  the  breaking  up,  the  whole  boat  went  under 
water;  but,  upon  the  separation  of  the  keel  from  the 
upper  part  o(  the  boat,  the  bow  and  stern  emerged 
again.  Very  shortly  alter,  the  forward  portion  of 
the  stern  was  depressed  beneath  the  water,  and  the 
hinder  portion  elevated  into  the  air,  upon  the  high- 
est portion  of  which  were  from  50  to  60  persons, 
more  than  two-thirds  of  whom  were  ladies  and 
children.  This  continued  within  view  of  those 
(lassengers  upon  the  bow  of  the  boat  (from  whom 
this  statement  is  made)  about  one  hour,  when  it  en- 
tirely disappeared.  The  keel,  after  its  separation, 
came  to  the  surface  bottom  upwanls,  when  it  float- 
ed in  immeiliate  contact  with  the  bow  for  a  half 
hour,  when  it  was  seen  no  more.  There  was  no  one 
upon  this  fragment. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  speak  of  the  bow,  and 
the  fate  of  those  whom  it  contained.  Upon  this 
portion  of  the  wreck  thtre  was  originally  18.     Al 
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iimnediatfly  iiroceeiltd  to  lijjhteri  their  tra;;inent,  by 
tliroiviiij;  into  tlie  sea  every  thing  jiot  necessary  lo 
secure  salvation,  which  gave  it  greater  buoyancy. 
On  Friday,  about  12  o'clock,  while  floating  upon 
the  ocean,  two  sails  were  seen,  one  in  a  northeaster- 
ly direction,  and  the  other  in  a  southwesterly  di- 
rection, about  tive  or  six  miles  distant.  On  Satur- 
day luurniug,  early,  a  portion  of  the  vvi'eck  was  dis- 
covered, about  five  miles  distant,  with  a  small  sail 
and  a  H.ig  flying.  This  remnant  made  a  successful 
attempt  to  reach  those  upon  the  bow,  whom  they 
joined  about  noon.  They  were  5  males.  They  at- 
tached themselves  iiainediately  to  their  fellow  suf- 
ferers upon  the  bo.v,  whose  number  they  swelled 
to  2:J,  and  abandoned  their  raft. 

The  twenty-three  then  proceeded  to  erect  a  jury 
mast,  upon  which  a  square  sail  was  hoisted;  the 
wind  continuing  to  blow  from  the  S.  E.  (in  which 
quarter  it  had  b 'en  ever  since  the  ivrecU,)  they 
were  blo.vn  towards  land,  which  became  visible 
about  4  o'clock  P.  JNl.  At  sunset  quite  a  strip  of 
land  was  seen,  and  trees  discovered.  The  iiight 
was  passed  without  any  material  change,  and  on 
Sunday  morning,  upon  the  occasional  lilting  of  fog, 
land  was  quite  apparent  about  three  or  four  miles 
oii',  which  they  continued  to  approach  until  they 
got  wi-.hin  halfainile.  The  wind,  which  had  been 
gra  liially  coming  round,  settled  down  to  N.  E. 
about  11  o'clock,  which  blew  the  wreck  along  the 
coast,  about  the  same  distance  from  land  during  the 
il~\y.  The  wind  gradually  increased  in  violence, 
aud'tlie  ram  poured  dow  n  during  the  whole  of  Sun- 
day, until  5  o'clock,  when  it  became  calm,  and  the 
rain  c  'aSfd.  On  that  night  the  wind  came  out  from 
the  N.  W.  On  Monday  it  was  clear  and  calm.  At 
12  o'clock  that  day  the  wind  blew  a  light  breeze 
from  tlio  S.  \V.  About  4  o'clock  four  vessels  pass- 
ed within  three  miles,  steariiig  east. 

Ou  Tuesday  morning  about  sunrise  the  schooner 
Henry  Camerdon,  captain  Davis,  was  seen  about 
five  miles  olf  in  an  easterly  direction.  She  con- 
tinued to  near  until  witliiu  tliree  miles,  when  the 
exhausted  siiiferers  were  discovereil;  she  then  im- 
mediately squared  sails  and  bore  down  to  the  wreck, 
Wliich  she  spoke  about  half  past  eight  o'clock  A.M. 
She  then  passed  by,  and  anchored  within  a  sliort 
distance.  Captain  Davis  lowered  his  boats  imm=- 
dialely,  and  succeeded  in  tiaiioleiring  the  whole  of 
the  suiierers  to  his  vessel,  where  every  proper  com- 
fort, at  liis  command,  was  humanely  furnished  these 
unfortunate  beings.  Intelligence  was  given  by 
these  that  they  had  seen  another  poition  of  the 
wreck  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
early  tnal  morning.  The  captain  immediately  bore 
down  in  the  direction  designated,  (easterly,)  and  in 
abo.it  an  hour  came  up  to  it;  from  this  he  had  the 
grjiilication  of  rescuing  Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  and  Miss 
RebiCCA  Lioiar,  Charles  Lamar,  two  gentlemen, 
and  two  negro  women,  in  an  exhausted  and  worn 
out  condition.  This  work  of  liuraanity  being  fi- 
ished,  captain  Davis  bore  away  immediately  for 
W'll.ningi.in,  where  he  arrived  about  7  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  P.  M. 

To  atteuipt  to  describe  the  feelings  of  these  thirty 
persons  toivards  their  preserver,  captain  Davis— 
the  sympathy  of  the  crowd  assembU-d  at  the  land- 
ing— or  the  mingled  emotions  of  those  companions 
ill  misery  who  had  been  separated,  and  here  met 
again  in  safety,  though  in  sntfering,  time  does  not 
allow,  nor  is  human  language  adequate.  We  can 
only  aild  that  fifly-nine  souls  in  all  have  escaped  a 
watery  grave,  of  whom  iS  have  already  arrived  in 
this  co.ninunity,  all  of  whom,  it  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved, will  be  again  restored  to  their  anxious 
friends. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  received  the 
following  additional  intelligence: 

Thirteen  persons  saved,  among  them  Mr.  Lamar. 
They  reached  shore  near  New  River  Inlet.  Mr. 
La.nar  an<l  several  others  came  ashore  in  a  boat; 
the  others  on  fragments  of  the  wreck.  Five  are 
said  to  be  near  to.vn,  12  miles.  All  are  said  to  be 
likely  to  live.     Two  of  whom  have  just  arrived. 

Samuel  Bryley,  Talbot  co.  Md  ,  and  Owen  Gal- 
lagher. 

From  the  Fayelleeille  Observer. 
Seven  persons  died  on  one  of  the  pieces  of  the 
wreck  the  day  before  th.-y  were  fallen  in  with; 
amnig  them,  the  R.'v.  Mr.  Woart,  of  the  episcopal 
church,  and  lady.  To  such  extremities  had  the 
suiferers  been  reduced,  that  the  day  of  their  deliver- 
ance liai  been  fixed  on  as  the  fatal  day  to  select  by 
lot  a  victim  to  appease  the  cravings  of  hunger. 


rived  from  information  which  we  procured,  in  per- 
son, from  J.  H.  Coiiper,  esq.,  of  Glynn  county, 
Georgia,  and  Major  James  P.  Heath,  of  this  city, 
two  of  the  survivors.  The  arrival  of  the  latter 
among-t  us,  at  the  moment  when  the  whole  city  had 
given  him  up  as  lost,  e.vcited  the  most  pleasurable 
sensation,  and  was  the   xcasion  of  universal  joy. 

The  steam  packet  Pulaski,  Captain  Dubois,  sailed 
from  Savannah,  on  Wednesday  the  ISlliof  June, 
having  on  board  about  90  passenger.".  She  arrived 
at  Charleston  the  same  aflernoou,  and  sailed  the  next 
morning  with  65  additional  passengers.  In  the  after- 
noon the  wind  was  fresh  from  the  east  and  produced 
a  heavy  sea,  which  retarded  her  progress,  and  re- 
quired a  full  pressure  of  steam.  At  half  past  10, 
the  wind  continued  fresh  w  ith  a  clear  star-light,  and 
there  was  every  promise  of  a  fine  night.  .\t  11 
o'clock,  the  starboard  boiler  exploded  with  tremen- 
dous violence,  blowing  oH'  the  promenade  deck 
above,  and  shattering  the  starboard  side  about  inid- 
ships — at  the  same  time  the  bulk  head  between  the 
lioilers  and  forward  cabin  was  stove  in,  the  stairway 
to  it  blocked  up,  and  the  bar  room  swept  away.  The 
head  of  the  boiler  was  blown  out  and  the  top  rent  j 
fore  and  att.  In  consequence  of  the  larboard  boiler 
and  works  being  comparatively  uninjured,  the  boat 
heeled  to  that  side,  and  the  starboard  side  was  kept 
out  of  tlie  water,  except  when  she  rolled,  when  the 
sea  rusheil  in  at  the  breach.  The  boat  continued  to 
settle  rapidly,  and  in  about  40  minutes  the  water 
had  reached  the  promenade  deck  above  the  ladies' 
cabin.  Previously  to  this  perioil,  the  ladies,  chil- 
dren, and  the  gi-nllemen  who  were  in  the  after  part 
of  the  boat  were  placed  on  the  promenade  deck. 
About  the  time  that  the  water  reached  that  point, 
the  boat  parted  in  two  with  a  tremendous  crash,  and 
the  bow  and  stern  rose  somewhat  out  of  the  water; 
but  the  latter  again  continued  to  sink  until  the  water 
reached  the  promenade  deck,  when  it  separated  in 
three  parts,  upset,  and  precipitated  all  on  it  into  the 
water.  Many  then  regained  the  detached  portions. 
The  gentlemen  who  occupied  the  forward  cabin, 
took  refuge  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  bow,  when 
the  boat  broke  in  two,  and  clung  to  it  and  the  fore- 
raa.sl;  others  had  placed  themselves  on  settees,  and 
the  fragments  of  the  wreck. 

There  were  four  boats  belonging  to  the  boat;  two 
being  swunj  to  the  sides,  and  two  placed  on  the  top 
of  the  promenade  deck.  The  side  boats  were  botli 
lowered  down,  within  five  minutes  of  the  explosion. 
Ill  that  on  the  starboard  side  the  first  mate,  Mr.  Hib- 
b>'rt,  Mr.  Swift  and  one  other  person  had  pl.icnd 
themselves: — in  that  on  the  larboard  side  were  Mr. 
J.  H.  Couper  with  Mrs.  Nightingale  and  child,  and 
Mrs.  Fraserand  her  son,  who  were  under  his  charge. 
Captain  R.  \V.  Pooler  and  son,  and  Mr.  AVm.  Ro- 
bertson, all  of  Georgia,  Barney  and  Solomon  be- 
longing to  the  crew,  and  two  coloreil  women.  By 
direction  of  the  uiate  two  of  the  crew  launched  erne 
of  the  deck  boats  and  got  into  her;  but  as,  from 
her  long  exposure  to  the  sun,  her  seams  were  all 
open,  she  immediately  filled,  and  .Mr.  Hibbert  re- 
moved the  men  to  his  boat.  The  boats  met,  when 
those  in  the  second  proposed  to  Mr.Hibbeit  to  strike 
for  the  land,  as  it  had  on  board  as  many  as  it  couM 
with  any  sai'ety  carry;  this  he  declined  lo  do,  as  he 
said  he  was  determined  to  slay  by  the  wreck  until 
daylight,  and  hail  yet  room  for  more  persons.  Both 
boats  then  continued  to  row  about  the  wreck  until 
the  male's  boat  had  picked  up  as  many  as  she  could 
carry,  w  hen  Mr.  Hibbert  yielded  to  tlie  propriety  of 
consulting  the  safety  of  those  in  the  boats,  by  going 
to  the  land,  as  their  further  stay  would  endanger 
them,  without  alfording  any  aid  to  their  sulfering 
friends,  and  they  left  the  wreck  at  3  P.  M.  The 
boats  took  aN.  VV. course, being  favoured  by  a  heavy 
sea  and  strong  breeze  from  S.  E. 

At  12  o'clock  they  made  the  land,  and  at  3  P.  M. 
Were  near  the  beach.  Mr.  Hibbert  then  waited 
until  the  second  boat  got  up;  and  informed  them  that 
those  who  were  in  the  boat  refused  to  row  any  far- 
ther and  insisted  on  landing;— Mr.  Couper  united 
with  him  in  protestingagainst  this  measure,  as,  from 
the  heavy  breakers  which  were  dashing  on  the 
beach,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  it  was  obvi- 
ously one  of  great  peril.  B<-ing  overruled,  they 
submitted  to  make  the  attempt.  The  mate,  who 
had  previously  taken  the  two  colored  women  from 
the  second  boat,  then  proposed  to  lead  the  way,  and 
requested  Mr.  Couper  to  lie  off,  until  he  had  elfect- 
ed  a  landing  and  was  prepared  to  aid  the  ladies  and 
children.  The  fir.<t  boat  then  entered  the  surf,  and 
disappeared  for  several  minutes  from  those  in  the 
other  boat,  having  been  instantly  filled  with  water. 
Six  of  the  iiersons  in  her,  viz:  Mr.  Hibbert,  Mr. 
Swift.  Mr.  Tappaii,  Mr.  Leuchtenberg,  and  Wfst 
and  Brown  of  the  crew  landed  in  salety.  An  old 
gpiillrtnnn.  supposed  lo  he  Judge  Rochester,  for- 
merly of  Bulfalo,  X.  Y  ,  but  recently  ol  Pensacola, 
Mr.  Bird  of  Georgia,  the  two  colored  women  and  a 
boat  hand,  whose'name  is  unknown,  were  drown- 


ed. The  other  boat  continued  lo  keep  olf  until 
about  sunset,  when,  finding  the  night  approaching 
and  there  being  no  appearance  ofaid  or  change  in  the 
wind,  which  was  blowing  freshly  in  to  the  lanil,and 
the  persons  in  the  boat  having  previously  refused 
lo  attempt  to  row  any  further,  Mr.  Couper  reluctant- 
ly rnnsented  to  attempt  the  landing. 

Before  making  the  attempt,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  the  infant  of  Mrs.  Nightingale, 
which  was  oi-.ly  seven  monlhs  old,  from  being  lost, 
to  lash  it  to  her  person,  which  was  done.  Just  as 
the  sun  was  setting,  the  bow  of  the  boat  was  turn, 
ed  '.o  the  shore,  and,  Mr.  Couper  sculling,  and  two 
men  at  the  oars,  she  was  pulled  into  the  breakers- 
she  rose  without  difficulty  upon  the  first  breaker, 
I'Ut  the  second,  coming  out  with  great  violence, 
struck  the  oar  fiom  the  hand  of  one  ol  the  rowers. 
The  boat  was  thus  thrown  into  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  and  the  succeeding  breaker  struck  her  broad- 
side, and  turned  her  bottom  upwards.  Upon  re- 
gaining the  surtace,  Mr.  Couper  laid  hold  of  the 
boat,  and  soon  discovered  that  the  rest  ol  the  party, 
with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Nightingale,  were  mak- 
ing for  the  shore; — of  her,  for  a  few  moments,  he 
saw  nothing,  but,  presently,  feeling  something  like 
the  dress  of  a  female  touching  his  foot,  he  again 
dived  down  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  grasp  her 
by  the  hair.  The  surf  continued  to  break  over  them, 
with  great  violence,  but,  after  a  struggle,  in  w  hich 
their  strength  spent  its  last  efforts,  they  reached  the 
shore,  utterly  worn  out  with  fatigue,  watching,  hun- 
ger, thirst,  and  the  most  intense  and  overwhelming 
excitement.  Besiiles  this,  the  ladies  and  children 
were  suffering  severely  from  the  cold.  The  party 
proceeiled  a  shoit  distance  from  the  shore,  where 
the  ladies  laid  down  upon  the  side  of  a  sand  hill, 
and  their  pri>tectors  covered  lliein  ami  Ihcir  chihiren 
with  sand,  to  prevent  them  from  perishing.  Mean- 
time some  of  the  party  went  in  quest  of  aid,  and 
about  10  o'clock,  the  whole  of  them  found  a  kind 
and  hospitable  reception,  shelter,  food,  and  cloth- 
ing, under  the  roof  of  Mr.  Singlee  Redd,  of  Onslow 
county. 

Mrs.  Nightengale  is  the  daughter  of  John  A. 
King,  esq.  ol  New  York,  and  a  grand  daughter  of 
the  late  distinguished  Rulus  King.  During  the 
whole  of  the  perils  through  which  they  passed,  she 
and  Mrs.  Frazer  displ.ayerl  the  highest  qualities  of 
foriitiide  and  heroism.  They  owe  the  preservation 
of  their  own  and  their  children's  live-,  under  Provi- 
dnnce,  to  the  coolm-ss,  intrepidity  and  firmness  of 
Mr.  Couper  and  his  assistants,  and  to  the  steadiness 
which  they  seconded  the  wise  and  humane  efforts 
of  that  gentleman  in  their  behalf. 

On  Monday  they  reached  Wilmington,  where 
they  found  a  deep  spmpathy  fortheir  misfortune  per- 
vading the  whole  city,  and  generous  emulation 
among  its  inhabitants  to  render  them  eveiy  possible 
assistance. 

The  fotwaril  part  of  the  boat,  after  her  separa- 
tion, continued  to  float.  On  it  were  in,ij.  Heath 
and  twenty -one  others.  We  have  had  a  long  con- 
versation with  major  Heath,  in  which  he  relatrd 
with  great  niinnteiiess  every  thing  attending  the 
preservation  of  the  persons  who  were  on  the  wreck 
with  him.  It  is  impossible  lo  convey  in  words  any 
thing  more  than  a  faint  idea  of  the  sutiering  they 
underwent,  or  of  the  many  harrowing  ami  distress- 
ing circumstances  which  occurred  during  the  four 
days  they  were  on  the  wreck. 

But  a  short  time  previous  to  the  explosion  it  was 
remarked  by  one  of  the  passengers  to  major  Heath 
tliat  the  guage  showed  thirty  inches  of  steam.  On 
the  attention  of  the  engineer  being  called  to  this 
fact,  he  replied  that  it  would  bear  with  safety  forty 
inches.  Major  Heath  had  jnst  retired  to  the  after 
cabin.  A  number  of  passengers  were  lying  on  the 
settees,  and  when  the  boiler  burst,  the  steam  rushed 
into  the  cabin,  and,  it  is  thought,  instantly  killed 
them,  as  they  turned  over,  fell  on  the  floor,  and  never 
were  seen  by  the  major  to  move  afterwards.  He 
had,  on  hearing  the  noise  of  the  explosion,  got  out 
of  his  birth  and  ran  lo  the  steps,  the  steam  meeting 
him  in  the  cabin.  He  got  under  the  steps,  as  did 
also  Mr.  Lovejoy  of  Geo.,  and  they  were  thus  shield- 
ed from  its  ellecta. 

In  a  few  moments  he  went  on  deck,  and  fiiiind  all 
dark.  He  called  for  the  captain,  and.  receiving  no 
answer,  made  for  the  mast,  as  he  felt  that  the  boat 
was  sinking.  Before  he  could  secure  himself  the 
sea  burst  over  him,  and  carried  him  away.  For- 
tunalelv,  however,  a  rope  had  caught  round  his  leg, 
and  with  this  he  pulled  himself  back.  The  mast, 
as  soon  as  he  hail  been  washed  from  it,  fell,  and 
crushed  one  of  the  passengers,  Mr.  Anze.a  French 
gentleman,  of  Augusta.  The  boat  now  broke  in 
two,  and  the  deck,  forward  of  the  mast,  was  carried 
awav  from  the  rest  of  the  vessel,  seemingly,  very 
swil'lly.  Nothing  more  was  seen  after  tlii«.l>y  ma- 
jor Heath  of  the  yawl  or  the  after  part  of  the  boat, 
but,  in  about  half  an  hour,  he  heard  a  wild  shrill 
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scream,  and  then  all  was  quiet!  This  must  have 
been  when  the  promenade  deck  turned  over,  with 
at  least  one  hundred  human  beings  upon  it! 

When  daylight  broke,  he  found  that  there  were 
twenty-two  on  the  wreck  with  him— among  thein 
Captain  Pearson,  who  had  been  blown  out  into  the 
sea,  but  who  had  caught  a  plank,  and  succeeded  in 
reaching  them  during  the  night. 

The  danger  of  their  situation  was  at  once  fully 
realized: — The  heavy  mast  lay  across  the  deck  on 
which  they  rested,  and  kept  it  about  twelve  inches 
under  water,  and  the  planks  were  evidently  fast 
parting!  Captain  Pearson,  with  the  rest,  set  him- 
self to  work  to  lash  the  wreck  together  by  the  aid 
of  the  ropes  on  the  mast — letting  the  ropes  sink  on 
one  side  of  the  raft,  which,  passing  under,  came  up 
on  the  other  side,  and  by  repeating  this  operation 
they  formed  a  kindof  net  work  over  it.  They  also 
succeeded  in  lashing  two  large  boxes  to  their  raft, 
which  formed  seats. 

Friday  passed  away  without  any  vessel  coming 
in  sight.  Their  thirst  now  became  intense.  The 
heat  of  the  sun  was  very  oppressive,  its  rays  pour- 
ing down  on  their  bare  heads  and  blistering  their 
faces  and  backs,  some  not  having  even  a  shirt  on, 
and  none  more  than  a  shirt  and  pantaloons. 

The  suffering  of  the  younger  portion  of  their  com- 
pany, at  this  time,  became  very  great.  Major 
Twiggs,  of  the  U.  S.  A.  had  saved  his  cliild,  a  boy 
aboul  twelve  years  of  age.  He  kept  him  in  his 
arms  nearly  all  the  time — and  when  he  would  call 
on  his  mother  who  was  safe  at  home,  and  beg  for 
water,  his  father  would  seek  in  vain  to  comfort  him 
by  words  of  kindness,  and  clasping  him  closer  to 
his  heart. 

On  Saturday  they  fell  in  with  another  portion  of 
the  wreck,  on  which  were  Chicken  and  three  others, 
whom  they  took  on  their  raft.  Towards  the  close 
of  evening  they  had  approached  within  half  mile 
of  shore,  as  they  thought, and  many  were  very  anx- 
ious to  make  an  effort  to  land.  Tliis  was  objected 
to  by  major  Heath,  as  the  breakers  ran  very  high, 
and  would  have  dashed  the  raft  to  pieces  on  the 
shore.  Mr.  Greenwood,  from  Georgia,  told  the 
major  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  swimmers  in  the 
country,  and  that  he  would  tie  a  rope  around  him 
and  swim  to  the  shore.  "No!  No!  '  replied  the 
major,  "you  shall  not  risk  your  life  for  me,  under 
these  circumstances,  and  in  such  an  attempt  you 
would  lose  your  life.  No!  I  am  the  oldest  man  in 
danger,  and  will  not  increase  the  risks  of  others." 
All  hope  of  landing  then  was  shortly  afterwards 
given  up,  as  a  slight  breeze  from  the  shore  was  now 
carrying  them  out  into  the  sea.  Despair  now  seem- 
ed to  seize  on  some  of  them,  and  one  suggested  that 
if  relief  did  not  soon  reach  them,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  cast  lots!  The  firmness  and  descision  of 
major  Healh  soon  put  this  horrid  idea  to  flight. 
"We  are  christians,"  he  told  them,  "and  we  cannot 
innocently  imbrue  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  fel- 
low creature.  A  horrible  catastrophe  has  deprive:! 
hundreds  of  their  lives,  brought  sorrow  to  many  a 
hearth,  and  thrown  us  upon  the  mercy  of  the  winds 
and  waves.  We  have  still  life  left,  let  us  not  give 
up  all  manliness  and  sink  to  the  brute.  We  have 
all  our  thoughts  about  us,  and  should  face  death, 
which  must,  sooner  or  later,  overtake  us,  with  the 
spirit  that  becomes  us  as  christian  men.  AVhen  that 
hour  arrives  I  will  lay  down  my  life  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  I  will  risk  it  now  for  the  safety  of  any  one 
of  you,  but  I  will  never  stand  by  and  see  another's 
sacrificed  that  we  may  drink  his  blood  and  eat  his 
flesh!"  With  such  words  as  these  did  he  quiet 
them,  and  reconcile  them  to  await  the  issue.  The 
day  wore  away  again,  without  the  sight  of  a  vessel 
to  clieer  their  drooping  spirits. 

On  Sunday  morning  it  commenced  raining,  with 
a  stiff  breeze  from  the  northeast,  which  soon  in- 
creased to  a  severe  gale.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  catch  some  of  the  falling  rain  in  the  piece  of 
canvass  which  they  had  taken  from  the  mast,  but 
the  sea  ran  so  high  that  the  little  they  did  catcli 
was  nearly  as  salt  as  the  water  of  the  ocean.  Still 
the  rain  cooled  them,  and,  in  their  situation,  was 
refreshing  and  grateful. 

On  Monday  morning  they  saw  four  vessels. 
They  raised  on  a  pole  a  piece  of  the  flag  that  was 
attached  to  the  mast,  and  waved  it,  but  in  vain. 
The  vessels  were  too  far  ofl',  and  hope  was  nearly 
lost,  as  they  watched  them,  one  after  another,  pass 
from  their  sight.  They  had  now  been  without 
food  or  water  for  four  days  and  nights;  their 
ton"ues  were  dry  in  their  mouths — their  flesh  burnt 
an<rblistered  by  the  sun,  and  their  brains  fevered, 
and  many  of  them  began  to  exhibit  the  peculiar 
madness  attendant  on  starvation.  They  could  not 
sleep  either,  as  the  raft  was  almost  always  under 
water,  and  it  required  continual  watchfulness  to 
keep  themselves  from  being  washed  over  by  the 
sea.  i\Iajor  Heath  tells  us  that  never  for  one  nio- 
Hient  did  he  lose   his  consciousness,  and  we  hear 


from  others,   that  his   cheerful  spirit   and   encour- ;  moments  before  the  explosion,  examined  the  steam 

nn-ino-  conversation  kept  alive  the   hope  of  safety  in  .  gauge  and  found  it   fluctuating  rapidly  from  26  to 

breast  of  others,  and  banished  despair  from  their  I  29  inches.     Another  had  just  feft  the  engine  room 


minds_ 

On  Tuesday  morning,  a  vessel  hove  in  sight,  and 
her  track  seemed  to  lie  much  nearer  tliern,  than 
those  they  had  seen  the  day  before.  They  again 
waved  their  flag  and  raised  their  feeble  voices. 
Still  the  vessel  kept  on  her  track,  which  now  ap- 
peared to  carry  her  away  from  them.  "  She  is 
gone,"  said  one  of  the  crew,  a  poor  fellow  who 
had  been  dreadfully  scalded,  and  he  laid  himself 
down  on  one  of  the  boxes,  as  he  said,  "to  die" — 
Capt.  Pearson,  who  had  been  closely  w'atching  the 
vessel,  cried  out  "she  sees  us!  she  is  coming  to- 
wards us!"  And  so  it  was.  All  sails  set,  and  full 
before  the  wind,  the  vessel  made  lor  them.  The 
schooner  proved  to  be  the  Henry  Camerdon,  bound 
from  Philadelphia  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  As  soon 
as  the  captain  came  within  speaking  distance,  he 
took  his  trumpet  and  cried  out,  "  Be  of  good  cheer, 
I  will  save  you!"  It  was  the  first  strange  voice 
that  had  reached  their  ears  for  five  days,  which 
were  to  them  as  an  age. 

When  the  scliooner  came  along  side,  they  all 
rushed  frantically  on  deck,  and  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  that  the  captain  could  keep  them  from 
the  water  casks.  He  immediately  gave  each  of 
them  a  half  pint  of  water,  sweetened  with  molasses, 
and  repeated  it  at  short  intervals.  His  prudence, 
doubtless,  preserved  their  lives. 

During  the  morning  major  Heath  and  his  com- 
pany had  seen  another  portion  of  the  wreck,  with 
several  persons  on  it,  and  as  soon  as  the  captain  of 
the  Henry  Camerdon  was  told  of  it,  he  sailed  in  the 
direction  it  had  been  seen  and  shortly  afterwards 
came  in  sight.  On  this  wreck  which  was  a  part  of 
the  promenade  deck,  were  Miss  Rebecca  Lamar, 
Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  of  Augusta,  master  Charles 
Lamar,  of  Savannah,  and  Mr.  Ilobert  Hutchinson, 
also  of  Savannah.  The  two  ladies  were  much  ex- 
hausted, and  master  Lamar  was  almost  dead.  Every 
comfort  that  the  schooner  was  possessed  of  was 
freely  bestowed  by  the  captain,  and  major  Heath, 
on  behalf  of  those  who  were  saved  with  him,  has 
asked  us  to  return. thuspublicly,  to  him  the  thanks, 
tlip  deep  and  heartfelt  tlianks  of  the  beings  whom 
he  rescued  from  a  condition  of  such  misery  and 
peril,  that  the  heart  sickens  at  the  contemjilalioii  of 
it.  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  lost  in  this  disaster  his  wife 
and  child.  His  wife  was  the  daughterof  Mr.  Elliott, 
formerly  in  the  United  States  senate  from  Georgia. 
When  the  promenade  deck  separated  from  the 
hull,  many  persons  look  refuge  on  this  portion  of 
it.  Among  them  was  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar,  of  Savan- 
nah, and  two  children,  the  rev.  Mr.  Woart  and  lady 
of  Florida,  and  a  child  of  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  the 
2d  mate  of  the  Pulaski.  On  Saturday  morning, 
finding  that  there  was  no  other  hope  of  safely,  the 
mate  proposed  to  take  the  boat  which  they  had  se- 
cured, beini  tlie  2d  deckboat — and  with  five  of  the 
most  able  of  those  on  the  raft  to  endeavor  to  reach 
the  shore,  and  to  send  out  some  vessel  to  cruize  for 
them.  This  being  assented  to,  the  mate,  with  INlr. 
Lamar  and  four  others,  took  their  departure,  and 
on  Wednesday  morning  they  reached  New  River 
Inlet  in  safety.  I'he  passengers  remainiiig  on  the 
raft,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  menlioned  as 
taken  off  by  the  John  Camerdon,  died  from  e 
haustion, — among  them  was  the  rev.  Mr.  Woart 
and  lady,  whose  christian  resignation  to  their  fate 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  around  them.  They 
expired  within  a  few  minutes  of  each  other.  Seven 
persons  were  reported  to  have  died  on  Monday 
The  body  of  Mr,  Parkman  of  Savannah  floated  to 
file  raff,  and  was  recognised  by  his  friends. 

It  w'as  ascertained  at  Wilmington  on  Wednesday 
morning  that  eight  other  persons  from  the  wreck 
had  reached  New  River  Inlet,  but  their  names, 
with  two  exceptions,  are  unknown. 

The  passengers  who  escaped  were  almost  with- 
out exception  in  the  clothes  in  which  they  were 
slecjting,  and  suffered  very  severely  from  the  blis 
tering  effects  of  the  sun,  and  the  chilly  wind  of  the 
night.  They  were  entirely  destitute  of  water 
food  of  any  kind.  Those  who  were  last  saved  were 
most  of  them  in  a  dreadful  state  of  ulceration  and 
debility. 

The  passengers  were  every  where  received  with 
the  most  unbounded  sympathy  and  kindness;  and 
the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  company,  the 
Portsmouth  and  Roanake  rail  road  company,  and 
Baltimore  and  Norfolk  steam  packet  company,  ten- 
dered to  them  in  a  most  liberal  manner  a  convey- 
ance in  their  cars  and  boats  to  the  various  points  of 
their  destination. 

The  cause  of  the  disaster  was  obviously  the  neg- 
lect of  the  second  engineer  in  perniitlirig  the  water 
to  boil  off,  or  to  blow  off  in  the  starboard  boiler, 
anri  then  letting  in  a  full  supply  of  water  in  the 
healed  copper.     One  of  the  hands  saved  had,  a  few 


when  he  heard  the  shrill  whistling  sound  of  hig 
pressure  steam  as  the  engineer  tried  the  water 
cock;  in  a  few  seconds  the  explosion  took  place. 
Capt.  Dubois  was  seen  asleep  in  the  wheel  house 
ten  minutes  before  the  explosion.  Capt.  Pearson, 
the  second  captain,  was  blown  out  of  his  birlh  into 
the  sea,  and  was  also  Chicken  the  first  engineer. 
They  both  regained  the  bow  of  the  boat. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  number 
saved  at  different  times: 

In  the  two  boats,  16 

On  the  two  rafts  30 

In  tne  boat  with  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar,  5 

On  other  fragments,  .,  8 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSION — SENATE. 

June  22.  Mr.  Norvell  rose  and  said  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  remarks  made  in  the  senate,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  moneys  collected  for  a  monument  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Washington 
in  this  District,  he  had  been  requested  to  present  a 
memorial  on  the  subject  fiom  the  managers  of  the 
Washington  monument  association.  The  memo- 
rial was  designed  to  correct  the  errors  into  which 
one  or  two  of  the  senators  had  fallen  in  regard  to 
it.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts, expenses,  and  investments  of  the  moneys, 
with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  managers  and  offi- 
cers. He  desired  the  papers  to  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  Morris  made,  ami  subsequently  v\ill;drew,  a 
motion  to  return  the  memorial  to  those  who  sent  it. 
The  memorial  was  partly  lead,  when  Mr.  King  in- 
terposed, and  objected  to  the  further  reading,  as  the 
language  of  the.  memorial,  he  thought  was  not  suffi- 
ciently" respectful.  Mr.  Preston  said  a  few  words, 
understood  to  be  rather  in  favor  of  going  through 
with  the  reading.  Mr.  King  moved  to  lay  the  me- 
motial  on  the  tatile,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at 
the  request  of 

Mr.  Non-dl,  who  said  he  hoped  that  his  friend 
from  Alabama  would,  for  a  moment,  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  a  body  of 
gentlemen  as  any  in  the  counfiy;  and  he  did  think 
that,  as  they  considered  themselves  to  have  been 
injuriously  assailed  on  this  floor,  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  It  was  true  that  they 
had  used  strong  language;  but  this,  under  the  cir- 
cuinslancHP,  was  natural.  Let  the  memorial  be 
read,  and  then  the  senate  might  take  whal  course 
they  thought  proper,  as  regarded  the  further  dispo- 
sition of  it.  By  the  statement  of  moneys  collecti'd, 
it  appeared  that  the  socii-ty  had  received  only  be- 
tween 27,000  and  23,000  dollars,  of  v\  liich  they  had 
invested  upwards  of  ,f27,0(i0,  pi  inci pally,  he  believ- 
ed, in  Pennsylvania  state  stocks.  Between  four 
and  five  hui.dred  remained  uninvested.  Except 
what  had  been  allowed  to  collectors  in  the  diller- 
ent  stall's,  as  commissions  for  money  obtained  from 
subscribers  by  them,  very  little  had  been  expended, 
as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was  authorized 
to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the  names  of  all 
the  contributors  to  the  monument,  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  association,  open  ro  the  in- 
spection of  all.  These  were  facts  which,  injus- 
tice to  Ihese  respectable  citizens,  ought  to  be 
known  to  the  senate  and  to  the  public,  alter  what 
had  ])assed  here  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  understood  to  say  that  the  society 
had  a  sufficient   oppoitunity  to  defend   themselves 
in  the  newpapers.     He  therefore   moved  to  lay  the 
memorial  on  the  table. 
.     A  number  of  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Grundij,  from  the  comrniltee  on  the  judicia- 
ry reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  changing  the 
time  of  holding  the  United  States  circuit  court  for 
the  district  ofTennessee;  which  bill  was,  by  con- 
sent, considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  leading. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  froui  the  committee  on  patents,  re- 
ported the  bill  referred  to  them,  providing  for  the 
trial  of  invchtions  to  prevent  explosions  of  sleam- 
boilers,  with  the  amendment  of  the  house  thereto, 
allowing  the  examiners  :fi'3perday,  instead  of  $300 
in  all. 

The  senale,  on  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee, disagreed  to  this  amendment  of  the  house,  and 
the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  house  as  it  orginally 
passed  the  senate. 

The  senate  took  up  and  agreed  to  the  resolution 
fixing,  alter  this  week,  the  daily  assembling  of  the 
senate  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  instead  of  12  M. 

The  senate  took  under  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
lions  forcertain  roads  in  Wisconsin. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tiplon  accompanied  by  a  few 
explanatory  remarks,  the  senati?  disai;retd  to  the 
amendments  of  the  liotise,  and  the  bill  was  sent 
back  as  it  originally  passed  the  senate. 

A  nnmber  of  private  private  bills  were  consider- 
ed and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  among  which  was 
one  lor  the  relief  of  James  Waller.  It  caused  a 
long  discussion  on  the  point  whether  the  United 
States  would  pay  for  the  improvements  made  on 
land  sold  a  second  tijne  by  the  United  States.  The 
semte  decided  to  refund  the  money  with  interest, 
but  not  to  pay  for  the  improvements,  which  of 
course,  must  be  lost,  if  not  paid  for  by  the  lirst  pur- 
chaser  of  the  land. 

The  following  bills  were  also  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  a  thirci  reading: 

The  house  bill  conlirming  the  act  of  the  l.-glsla- 
lative  council  of  Florida,  chartering  the  Florida 
rail-road  and  steam  navigation  company. 

The  hill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida, 
and  G.'orgia  rail-road  company. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  payment  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  Concordia, 
lia.,  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  a  certain 
tract  o.'land. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  1 1  o'clock  on  ^Ion- 
day. 

June  23.  The  Vice  Prcsiilcnt  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  war,  with  a  report 
from  the  commissioner  on  Indian  affairs,  ni  pursu- 
ance of  a  senate  resolution  of  the  13th  instant,  con- 
taining inlorniation  as  to  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken  by  the  executive  for  exchanging  land  south- 
west of  the  river  Missonii  for  land  owned  by  the 
Pottawatomie  and  other  Indians.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursuance 
of  a  senate  resolution,  detailed  statements,  in  part, 
of  the  accounts  of  such  collectors,  receivers, 
and  disbursers  of  the  public  money  as  have  been 
reported  defaulters  to  congress  at  its  present  ses- 
sion, of  the  amounts  of  the  deficits  respectively,  of 
the  credits  claimed  by  such  alleged  defaulters,  with 
suitable  explanation  why  those  credits  were  not  al- 
lowed, kc;  the  remainder  of  the  statements  to  be 
made  out  and  sent  to  the  senate  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble. Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  b,_'  printed, 
with  2,(100  extra  conies,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Young, 
and  after  some  conversation  by  Mr.  Y.  and  fllr. 
Morris. 

After  the  presentation  of  a  number  of  petitions, 
several  reports  were  received;  among  them  was 
one  from  the  co.-nmittee  on  coinmei-ce,  presented  by 
Mr.  Xichohis,  anttiorising  vessels  bound  lothe  poi  Is 
of  IMexico,  and  excluded  from  them  by  blockade, 
to  enter  and  secure  their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States.  Read,  and  oidered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Clri'j  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate  to  a  resolution  oliered  by  Mr. 
Hubbard  and  agreed  to  by  the  senate  some  days 
ago,  requiring  that  the  original  papers  on  private 
claims  should  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
senate,  but  allowing  copies  of  them  to  be  [irocurcd 
by  the  claimants  on  payingtsuch  compensation  as 
is  allowed  for  similiar  services  in  the  state  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  Mr.  C.  argued  that  the 
portion  of  the  resolution  authorising  pay  for  copies 
of  the  papers  was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  tax,  which  the  senate  had 
not  the  constitutional  power  to  originate,  and  much 
less  to  lay.  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
house.  Mr.  C.  therefore  moved  to  rescind  that 
portion  of  the  resolution,  including  also  that  part 
which  allowed  copies  to  be  obtained  by  the  claim- 
ants. 

After  some  conversation  by  iMessrs.  HiibbarJ, 
Ctay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis.  King,  Scri'cr,  and  Ba'j- 
ard,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay^  of  Kentucky,  as 
above,  was  carried  in  tlie  affirmative:  Yeas  20,  Na)'s 
19. 

.Mr.  Sevier  now  moved  to  rescind  the  whole  re- 
solution, thus  leaving  the  subject  of  withdrawing 
papers  on  private  claims  wholly  in  the  discretion  of 
the  senate,  as  it  was  before  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution. 

After  some  further  conversation  by  Messrs, 
Hubbard,  Morris,  Norvell,  Merrick,  Bayard,  and 
Knialil,  this  motion  was  nejalived  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Clay. of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Merrick.  Norvell.  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadie,  Young— 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabuna,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton.  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robhins, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Wall.  Webster,  Wil- 
liams, Wright— 26. 

So  the  resolution  remains  in  force,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  simply   requiring  that   the 


original  papers  on  private  claims  should  remiin  in 
possession  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  relerred  to  them, 
providing  lor  certain  lunatics  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read, 
extending  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  the  case  of  lu- 
natics resident  within  the   Distiict. 

The  resolution  of  the  olhei  house,  fixing  on  the 
9lh  of  July  next  as  the  day  for  terminalingthe  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  was  received  from  the 
house,  and  taken  up. 

Mr.  Buchanan  having,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Wright  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  waived  his  de- 
sire for  immediate  action  of  the  resolution  on  ac- 
count ol  the  absence  of  some  senators,  said  he  had 
no  wish  to  take  advantage  of  absent  senators,  but 
he  was  anxious  that  the  question  of  adjournment 
should  be  decided  as  soon  as  ])o;sible.  The  other 
house  had  decided  that  they  could  adjourn  on  the 
9th  of  July.  Congress  had  now  been  in  session 
nearly  seven  months,  and  Mr.  B.  was  against  per- 
petual parliaments.  The  house  had  now  fixed  on 
a  day  of  adjournment,  and  on  that  very  day  when 
the  senate  should  also  fix  on  a  d.iy,  the  house  would 
immediately  go  to  business  in  earnest;  but  till  that 
time  neither  they  nor  the  senate  would  go  seriously 
to  work.  But  Mr.  B.  was  willing  the  resolution 
should  lie  one  d:iy,  giving  notice  that  he  should  call 
it  up  to-morrow  at  the  earliest  hour,  and  with  that 
understanding  the  resolution  was  allowed  to  lie  on 
the  table 

Mr.  Rirgglcs  from  the  committee  on  jiatcnts,  was 
understood  to  make  a  report  unfavorable  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  international  copyri^-lit  bill;  which  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
A  number  of  private  bills,  heretofore  entitled  to  a 
third  reading,  were  passed,  and  several  other  bills 
considereil  and  ordered  to  a  thiid  reading;  among 
them  were  the  following: 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuingof  patentsfo  the 
last  bona  (Ida  transfcrree  of  reservations  under  the 
Creek  treaty  or  March,  1832.  [Amended  and  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Voung  and 
TlV/i/c] 

The  hill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
8  N.  range  .32  W.  Arkansas,  to  enter  land  in  lieu  of 
the  ICIh  section. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

Tlie  bill  to  grant  to  the  Cherokee  country,  Ala., 
the  tract  of  land  on  which  the  scat  of  justice  for 
said  country  is  located. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
\\'^a?hington  district,  in  Louisiana. 
The  senate, after  an  executi\'e  session,  adjourned. 
June  2G.  Mr.  H>is/er  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  to  take  up  the  bill  introduced  by 
him,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  banks  asdeposifories  of 
the  public  mojiey  and  the  reception  of  notes  of  hanks 
issuing  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dol- 
lars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  took  np 
the  resolnlion  of  the  other  house,  fixing  on  the  9th 
of  July  next  to  terminate  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

Mr.  £ra(on objected  to  any  aclion  on  this  subject 
at  this  time.  He  noticed  several  important  bills 
that  were  yet  to  be  acted  on,  and  especially  the  ar- 
my bill,  the  fate  of  which  he  was  unwilling  to  risk 
by  binding  congress  to  adj'iurn  on  a  certain  day. 
Mr.  B.  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

.  i\!r.  Grundy  said  he  was  among  the  foremost  of 
those  who  objected  to  the  senate's  fixing  on  a  day 
of  adjournment,  which  he  viewed  as  an  improper 
measure  for  the  reason  that,  though  they  knew 
very  well  that  they  could  despatch  their  own  busi- 
ness in  the  time  proposed,  they  could  not  tell  what 
time  the  house  would  require.  But  now  that  the 
house  had  determined  in  what  time  they  could  per- 
form their  duty  to  the  public,  and  had  all  their  im- 
portant measures  already  before  them,  and  they,  on 
deliberation,  had  said  that  they  could  act  on  every 
thin"-  which  the  public  interest  required  by  the  day 
on  which  they  had  fixed,  Mr.  G.  did  not 'know  by 
what  rule  the  senate  could  say  that  in  this  the 
house  had  decided  improperly,  and  Mr.  G.  would 
therefore  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bvchanan  said  he  was  glad  that  the  senator 
from  Missouri  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  Mr.  B.  would  cheerfully  record  his  vole  against 
laying  the  resolution  on  the  table,  not  that  he  or 
the  senator  cared  any  thing  about  the  yeas  and  nays 
in  respect  to  their  own  votes.  Mr.  B.  believed  that 
if  his  friend  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King)  had  prose- 
cuted the  resolution  of  adjournment  offered  by  l.im, 
and  a  day  had  been  fixed  on  for  adjournment,  con- 
gress would  at  that  time  have  been  as  near  ready  to 
adjourn  as  they  would  be  on  the  9lh  of  July,  or  the 


9th  August,  if  they  decided  on  no  fixed  day.  They 
never  would  sot  to  work  in  earnest  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  till  they  knew  the  d;iy  that  was 
to  terminate  the  session.  It  was  like  'putting  o/F 
preparation  lor  death;  and  in  this  hot  weather  any 
plea  would  satisfy  overworked  men  for  putting  olf 
preparation  for  adjournment  till  the  very  dav  was 
knoun  and  determined.  Let  congress  now  lix  on 
the  !)lh  of  July,  and  they  would  by  that  lime  have 
all  the  business  done  which  they  were  disposed  to 
do. 

Mr.  B,  would  be  as  sorry  as  any  man,  whether 
interested  in  the  bill  or  not, 'if  the  army  bill  should 
not  pass.  But  would  the  senate  tell  the"  house,  who, 
by  a  vole  of  two  to  one,  had  fixed  the  adj.Mirnment 
on  the  yth  of  July,  that  they  the  senate,  thought 
juoper  to  give  ttiem  longer  time  than  the  house  it- 
sell  had  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  senate, 
therefore,  would  not  fix  on  the  day  proposiM? 
Would  the  senate  thus,  in  ellict,  tell  the  house  that 
they  did  not  know  in  what  time  they  could  accom- 
plish their  own  busin.ss,  and  the  senate  therefore 
wouM  di'leruiine  for  them,  because  the  h(Hise  would 
otherwise  tail  of  their  duly,  and  neglect  the  army 
bill?  Mr.  IJ.  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to  at  once,  and  congress  would  then  goto 
work  and  accoujplish  all  the  business  that  required 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  Benlon  said  the  senator's  theory  was  con- 
tradicted by  the  existing  state  of  facts.  He  insisted 
that  the  senate  had  so"  lar  exerted  themselves  that 
for  two  months  they  had  been  under  an  easy 
sail,  and  that  the  hous"e  had  fur  some  time  been  la- 
boring day  and  night  to  the  lull  limit  of  their 
strength,  so  that,  in  his  own  knowledge,  the  health 
of  several  individuals  had  been  broken  down.  It 
was,  therefore,  vain  to  expect  that  their  work 
\vould  bo  accelerated  by  fixing  on  the  day  of 
adjournment.  The  army  bill  had  lepeatedly  passed 
the  senate  and  failed  in  llie  oilier  house,  anil  Mr.  B. 
was  against  running  that  risk  again.  He  was  for 
holding  the  question  of  adjournment  open  at  least 
till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Buiihanan  still  insisted  that  if  a  day  were 
fixed,  congress  would  not  spend  so  much  lime  in 
debate,  and  would  on  that  account  hasten  their  bu- 
siness. He  noticed  that,  with  six  weeks  vacation, 
congress  had  now  been  in  session  ever  since  the 
first  of  September;  and  unless  they  were  cautious, 
they  were  in  a  way  to  convert  tliemsel  es  into  a 
rump  parliament,  and  sit  forever.  He  insisted  that 
if  the  business  could  not  be  done  in  the  time  pro- 
posed, it  would  not  be  done  at  all,  and  it  w  as  better 
to  leave  it  undone,  than  to  set  so  bad  a  precedent 
as  that  of  further  protracting  the  session. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  laving  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  fable,  and  decided  in  "the  negative  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  lienton,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Norvell,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Wright— S 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cnthbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  lluhbafd.  King,  Knight, 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  ftloulon, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Koane.  Kobbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  ol  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Ind., 
Soulhaid,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Trotter,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Young 
—.39. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
visi.m;  so  that  the  9th  of  July  is  fixed' as  the  day  of 
adj  rtirnment. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  cominittce  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  the  bill  referred  to  tliein,  granting  ad- 
ditional compensation  to  Joseph  K.  Averill,  as  a 
witness,  the  commillee  recommending  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Messrs.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  KorvcH,  Morrii, 
IluObard,  Williams,  Crillcndcn,  and  Men  id.:  re- 
ported a  vaiiety  of  private  bills  from  committees, 
referred  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  committee  for  the 
District  ofColumbia  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther coiisideralion  of  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of 
Columbia  Collcj^e. 

Mr.  Benlon,  Irom  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  pro- 
viding indemnity  for  horses  and  oilier  properly  lost 
in  the  millitary  service  oftlie  United  States.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Soulhard  od'ered  a  resolution,  which  lies 
over  one  day,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
for  a  copy  of  the  naval  general  order  issued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exploring  expedition,  and  for  informa- 
tion on  a  great  variety  of  particulars,  past,  present, 
and  prospective,  in  regard  to  that  expedition. 

Air.  A iVcs  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Silas  Dean.     Referred. 

Mr.  Yoinig,  m  leave,  inlroiluced  a  bill  to  prevent 
defalcations  by  collectors,  receivers,  and  disbniscrs 
of  the  public  revenue.     Read  twice,  and  relerred. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  by  consent,  introtlucpd  the  follow- 
inn;,  wliich  was  read,  passed  to  a  second  reading 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  treasury  department." 

Be  it  enciderl  61/  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  llie  sale  keepins;  of  the  public 
moiiey  shall  continue  to  be  entrusted  lo  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  treasury 
department,"  approved  on  the  second  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine:  Anil  the  said  treasurer,  in  performini;  this 
duty,  is  hereby  a'lthorized  and  required,  under  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  order 
the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
at  least  once  in  sixty  days,  and  as  much  often:-r  as  in 
Ills  judgment  the  safe  keeping  of  the  same  may 
render  necessary,  to  make  special  deposites,  in 
gold  and  silver,  ol' the  balances  then  on  hand,  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  treasurer,  in  such  banks  of  the 
dilferent  states  and  territories,  and  of  the  District 
of  Colu.nbia,  as  he  may  select,  and  undersuch  rules 
regulalioiis,  and  restrictions  as  the  said  tresurer,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
may  deem  b^st  calculated  to  secure  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  said  special  deposites,  and  to  render  him, 
at  all  times,  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
said  banks:  And  the  said  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  report  to  congres,  within  one  week  after  the 
comuiencement  ol  their  next  session,  the  names  oi 
the  banks  which  shall  have  been  thus  selected;  and 
the  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  under  which 
they  shall  have  accepted  the  said  special  deposites; 
and  the  compensation,  if  any,  for  which  they  shall 
respeclivelv,  have  agreed  to  jierform  this  ser\'ice. 

Sec  2.  '.4nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
rot  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  authorize  or  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  money  to  place,  either  ori  general  cr  spe- 
cial deposite,  with  any  bank,  such  bank  notes  as 
they  may  be  pennilted  to  receive  in  |iayment  of  the 
public  dues,  under  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  etfectual  colleclion  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  approved  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen;  but  the 
balances  of  such  notes  remaining  en  hand,  after 
satisfying  the  drafts  which  may  be  drawn  by  the 
said  treasurer  upon  the  said  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers, and  presented  to  them,  before  the  end  of  the 
several  periods  at  which  they  shall  be  directed  to 
make  special  deposites.  under  the  first  section  of 
this  acl,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  hnkb'rs 
thereof  may  bona  fide  elect  to  receive  bank  notes, 
sliall  by  the  said  collectors  and  receivers  be  con- 
verted into  specie,  which  shall  be  placed  on  spe- 
cial deposite,  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  acl:  Provided,  That  no  notes  or 
bills  of  any  bank  shall  be  received  in  payment  of 
any  debt  due  lo  the  United  States,  or  shall  be  dis- 
bursed by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  same,  which 
shall  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  issue,  re- 
issue, or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever,  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars,  or  which  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forly-one, 
issue,  reissue,  or  pay  out  any  such  note  or  bill  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  .Snd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  first 
twelve  sections  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  approved 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eijht  hundred  and  thirty-six,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed,  except  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
treasury  department  to  collect  any  debts  which  may 
be  due  or  owing  from  the    late  deposite  banks. 

A  number  of  bills  ordered  to  a  third  readingyes- 
terday  were  to-day  read  a  third  time  and  passeil. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Tay- 
lor was  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engiossed  for 
a  third  readinir. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Pierre  IVIenard  and  others 
was  taken  up,  discussed  at  length  by  Messrs.  Bay- 
ard, Crittenden,  Nites.  Roane,  Prentiss,  Knight, 
Norvell,  C7«iy,  of,  Ky.,  White,  Koudg,  and  Calhoun. 

[The  claim  connected  with  this  bill  was  under- 
stood to  be  for  money  advanced  by  the  oriiiinal 
claimants  for  the  su,.port  of  Clark's  expedition 
against  Vincennes  and  Kaskaskias,  in  the  ti;ne  of 
the  remliilionary  war.] 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Wri'^ht  to  strike  out  the  inter- 
est, ( .ff.30,()00  on  a  principal  of  $10,000;  the  claim 
having  been  originally  disallowed  by  Virginia,  but 
admitted  in  1S:!4,)  was  decidedin  the  negative  by  a 
inajorily  of  eiL'lit  or  ten  voles. 

The  bill  slill  remaining  up,  with  a.view  to  fur- 
ther amendment. 

The  senate,  by  consent,  held  an  executive  ses- 
sion, and  then  adjourned. 


June'-n.  The  Ficc  PresiVeJi(  presented  a  comuui- 
nicalion  from  tiie  n.ivy  department,  understood  to 
be  in  compliance  with  theiesolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Southard,  calling  for  information  in  detail  relative 
to  the  explorin^■  expedition.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  committee  on 
naval  atiaiis  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petilions  of Montgomery  and 

Samuel  Meade. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Loammi  Bald- 
win and  of  Samuel  Warner,  which  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams  ant\  Mr.  Hubbard  repoHcd  several 
private  bills  from  committees,  referred  to  them. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
others,  and  of  the  heirs  of  James  Taylor,  were  se- 
verally read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  introduced  by  hiin,  further  pro- 
viding for  the  collection  and  keeping  of  the  public 
revenue. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  and  advocated  the  bill  at 
some  length,  confining  himself,  however,  to  topics 
immediately  connected  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sub- 
stituting for  it  the  bill  introduced  by  him  yesterday, 
and  he  proceeded  at  large  to  advocate  the  substi- 
tute, and  to  opjiose  the  original  bill  as  introduced 
by  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Strange,  after  a  few  remarks,  expressing 
doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  each  and  either  of  the 
measures,  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  called  up 
to-morrnw  or  next  day. 

The  bill  and  substitute  were  accordingly  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  enable  claimants  to 
land  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  was  discuss- 
ed at  much  length  bv  -Messrs.  Sevier,  Benton,  Linn. 
Hubbard.  Mouton,  White,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Southard, 
Davis  and  Bnyard,  amended,  on  motion  of  Messrs. 
Sevier  and  Benton,  laid  temporarily  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  wilh  the  amendments. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  divide  the  state  of 
Delaware  into  two  collection  districts. 

Mr.  Bayard  olfered  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  mak- 
ing New  Castle  a  port  of  entry,  with  a  deputy  col- 
lector. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  much  length  by 
Messrs.  Baijard,  Clayton,  Buchanan,  Niles,  Hub- 
bard. 

The  siibstiite  was  lost:  Ayes  7,  noes  not  counted, 
and  the  bill,  as  it  was,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  thiid  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  2S.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton,  from  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  Charles  Gordon  was 
authorized  lo  make  certain  additions  to  the  maps  of 
the  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  divide  the  state  of  Delaware  into  two 
collection  districts,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TV/i/on,  the  senate  resolved  to 
insist  in  the  non-concurrence  wilh  the  amendments 
of  the  house  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  road^-in  Wisconsin;  and  to  ask  the  house  to 
consent  to  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  sutiject. 

On  motion  of  -Mr.  Nicholas,  the  bill  authorizing 
vessels  bound  lo  ports  in  Mexico,  and  excluded  by 
blockade,  lo  enter  and  secure  their  vessels  and  car- 
iioes  in  ports  of  the  United  Spates,  was  considered, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  billsiipiden.enlary 
to  the  act  to  establish  branch  mints  of  the  United 
States,  was  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  fiom  tlie  other  house  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a- joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress  to  take  into  consideiation,  and  report,  ai 
the  next  session  t^f  congress,  on  the  expediency  of 
so  taking  the  next  census  of  the  United  Slates  as 
to  enable  the  commissioners  to  make  the  most 
thorough  collection  of  statistical  details  in  relation 
to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  raanufactnies 
of  the  country,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Benton,  Hubbard,  and  Davis. 
was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to 
an  inquiry  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  more  spe- 
cific. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  commitlee  on  commerce,  re 
ported  the  joint  resolution  referred  to  them,  to  au- 
thorize the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
certain  surveys  (o  be  made,  with  a  substitute, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  senate;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, so  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange  the  senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  introduced   by  Mr.  Web- 


ster, making  further  provisions  for  the  collection 
of  the  juiblic  revenue. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.,Buchaiian's  substitute 
for  the  bill,  which  siibslilute  requires  that  at  least 
once  in  sixty  days  special  deposites  of  the  public 
money  in  specie  be  made  in  banks  selected  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  that  the  notes  of  such 
banks  as,  after  the  fiist'of  October  next,  should 
issue  notes  of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars, 
or  less  than  ten  after  October,  1841,  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived; and  that  the  first  twelve  sections  of  the  de- 
posite act  of  1336  be  no  longer  in  force — 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition 
both  to  the  bill  and  the  substitute,  but  expressing  a 
preference  for  the  bill,  and  urging  an  unyielding 
and  iinbeiiiling  perseverance  in  the  efiortsto  carry 
the  sub-treasury. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied  in  favor  of  his  substitute, 
and  also  in  la.or  of  perseverance  in  the  sub-trea- 
sury; but  urging  that,  in  the  mean  time,  minor 
measures  were  not  to  be  abandoned  or  neglected. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  entered 
into  a  debate  of  considerable  lenglh,  touching  at 
times  on  various  collateral  topics.  Mr.  Clay  ad- 
vocating the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Strange  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
stitute, and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wi?6s;e?-,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  hill  to  purchase  (for  IglO, 000)  the  right  to 
use,  in  the  public  service.  Dr.  Boyd  Reilly's  vapor 
bath  was  considered,  and  rejected  on  the  question 
ol  its  engrossment:     Yeas  15,  nays  20. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
captain  William  Williams,  ol  N,  C,  deceased,  was 
discussed  at  length,  and  laid  on  the  table.  Ayes 
22,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  lieutenant 
col.  John  Crofiper  was  discussed  at  lenslli  by 
Messrs.  While  Prentiss,  Roane,  Rives,  Hubbard  and 
Pierce;  and  on  the  question  of  engrossment  the  bill 
was  rejected.     Yeas  11,  nays  26. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part  the  act  lo  provide  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records,  and  seal  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  ta- 
ken up,  explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  create  a  new  land  district  in  Missis. 
sippi  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

HOUSE   OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  22,  (evening  session  )  Mr.  Hunter, 
of  Virsinia,  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  and 
concluded  his  speech  in  suj)port  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill. 

lie  was  followed  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland, 
who  took  the  other' side,  and  spoke  till  near  6 
o'clock,  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  rise, 
and  the  commiltee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  took  up 
the  senate's  bill  providing  for  expeiimenis  lo  test 
the  strength  of  steamboat  boilers,  and  receded  fiom 
its  disagreement  to  certain  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Senate.  [The  bill  theiefoie  now 
only  wants  the  president's  signatu-^e  to  become  a 
law'-.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  house  next  look 
up  the  bill  for  greater  security  on  board  of  vessels 
propelled  by  steam.  Severd  amendments  pro- 
posed by  Ihe  senate  were  concurred  in;  one  ol  tliein 
proposed  lo  strike  out  the  clause  requiring  a  fire- 
engine  and  suction  hose  to  be  kept  in  every  boat 
over  200  tons  buideii.  Mr.  Fillmore  oyi\io$ed  Ihis; 
stated  the  necessity  of  such  fire-engines,  especially 
on  the  lakes  and  at  sea.  and  moved  an  amendment 
lo  accomplish  that  object.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Peirildn  opposed  the  v\  hole  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Fillmore  defended  it.  and  referred  to  Ihe 
testimony  of  captains  on  Lake  Erie  respecting  the 
value  and  necessity  of  such  securities  against  fire. 
Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  earnestly  advocated  the  provi- 
sion, dwelt  on  Ihe  horrors  of  a  conflagration  at  sea, 
and  the  number  of  lives  continually  exposed  on  the 
northern  lakes.  He  suggested  lo  Mr.  F.  the  modi- 
fication of  his  amendment,  by  requiring  iron  instead 
of  rope  lor  moving  Ihe  tiller.  Mr.  Pehihin  urged 
his  objection  to  the  section;  he  preferred  leaving 
the  captains  to  their  responsibility:  prosecute  thera 
in  case  of  accident,  and  let  lliem  guard  against  it 
as  they  pleased.  Mi.  Grennell  insisted  on  Ihe  im- 
portance of  having  iron  rods  or  chains  substitiiled 
for  tiller-ropes,  referring  to  the  loss  of  the  Ben 
Sherrod  fron  having  had  her  tiller-ropes  burnt,  so 
that  she  could  not  be  run  on  shore.  He  moved  an 
amendment  to  that  effect.  This  was  agreed  to; 
and  the  question  being  on  sIriUing  out  the  entire 
section, 

Mr.  Thomas  objected  lo  all  details  being  inserted 
in  the  bill.    These  securities  were  some  of  them 
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ry  rosily,  and  the  smaller  boats  could  not   atFord  |  and  that  he  be  requested  to  lay  belore  the  house 


the  expense.  The  boats  should  be  classified;  wilh- 
oul  this,  the  provision  would  operate  partially.  He 
opposed  the  section  on  this  ground.  But  the  house 
relused  to  strike  out  the  section  as  modified. 

Mr  C/iUds  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
in  case  of  the  destruction  ol'  life,  the  owners  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  §15,0110. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  as  a  substitute  for  this  a  pro- 
vision of  fine  and  imprisonment  for  racin;;,  and  if 
death  ensue  in  the  case,  the  owner  or  master  shall 
be  considered  as  g;uilty  of  manslaushter.  lie  e,v. 
plained  and  earnestly  urged  the  importance  and 
necessity  of  such  a  provision,  as  going  to  the  root 
of  the  evil. 

Mr.  Iloffnuin  thought  explosions  seldom  arose 
from  racing,  but  more  frequently  after  stoppages, 
when  the  steain  was  not  let  off.  In  races  the  en- 
gineer was  always  on  the  alert  and  examining  the 
steam;  but  in  most  fal.d  cases  the  destruction  aro.»e 
from  neglect.  He  0[iposed  the  amendment,  as  it 
would  never  he  proved  before  a  jury  that  a  race 
had  taken  place,  or  which  boat  was  in  fault. 

Mr.  Pope  ileprecated  the  practice  of  racing,  but 
despaired  of  ever  elfectually  preventing  it.  He 
shouM,  however,  vole  for  the  amendment,  as  it  might 
possibly  do  good.  He  h.ul  but  little  hope  from  the 
law  at  any  rate;  for  if  the  risU  of  the  captain  and 
engineer's  own  lives  would  not  make  them  cautious, 
no  legislation  was  likely  to  effect  it. 

Mr.  Bronson  further  supported  his  amendment, 
insisting  that  racing  against  time  was  as  much  ra- 
cing as  when  another  boat  was  alongside,  and  it  was 
these  tiialsof  speed  which  induced  the  captains  to 
hold  on  their  steam,  8ic.  Mr.  Hoffman  replied,  de- 
nying that  any  instance  could  lie  found  where  a 
boat  was  destroyed  in  a  race.  As  to  racing  against 
time,  the  amendment  made  no  provision  against  it. 
Tiuie  crawled  with  some,  trotted  with  others,  and 
gallopeil  with  others:  it  would  be  hard  to  punish  so 
severely  racing  again-it  a  thing  so  uncertain.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Chapman  proposed  an  amendment  providing 
a  fine  of  S'j.OOO  in  case  of  loss  of  life  from  an  ex- 
plosion williin  13  minutes  from  leaving  a  wharf. 
This  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Childs  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  .'hjcrigg 
moved  an  amt-ndment  requiring  a  certificate  I'roni 
the  engineer  of  bis  competency,  after  an  exaniina- 
tion  by  a  board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  nndrra 
penally  of dollars.  Mr.  Ei-ana  moved  a  sub- 
stitute providing  lor  the  appointment  of  a  board  of 
examiners,  the  certificate  to  be  by  them  given,  and 
imposing  a  fine  onlheownerof  S'-oOOa  nionlli  for  em- 
ploying an  engineer  without  such  certificate.  Some 
explanations  took  place  between  Messrs.  .1i/crigg 
and  Evitnu.  Mr.  Biddle  deprecated  too  much  le- 
gislation, and  objected  to  the  amendment  as  impcr 
feci;  it  provided  no  pay  for  the  board  ofexaininers. 
He  feared  it  would  operate  oppressively  and  be- 
come odious. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  for  flir.  Campbell,  ol  South  Carolina, 
on  promise  of  renewal.  He  thought  it  might  be 
better  to  limit  the  speed  of  boats  to  so  many  miles 
an  hour,  but  pressed  the  ct/nstitntional  objection 
which  had  been  urged  when  the  bill  was  in  com- 
mittee. The  interposition  nf  the  federal  courts  was 
not  a  sufficient  argument  in  favor  of  a  law  in  itself 
nnconslitutional.  The  general  government  could 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  steamboats  moving  with- 
in a  state.  The  same  doctrine  would  give  the  50- 
vernment  jurisdiction  over  every  wagon  on  every 
road  in  every  state  in  the  union,  and  the  government 
was  already  a  corjsolidation.  He  wasanxious  to  vole 
for  the  bill,  the  voice  of  humanity  called  loudly  lor 
some  l-gislation  to  guaiil  the  lives  of  our  citizens 
from  the  recklessness  of  persons  intrusted  with  the 
command  of  our  steamboats.  He  renewed  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Robertson  an.l  Mr.  Toucey  urged  that  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  qutston  should  be  withdrawn. 
An  adjournment  was  moved,  and  Inst,  52  to  70. 
The  previous  question  was  not  seconded:  Ayes  5S, 
coes  57.  No  quorum  having  voted,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  again  moved  and  carried:  Ayes  74,  noes 
53.     So  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday.  June  23.  Mr.  Lincoln,  on  leave,  from 
the  committee  on  the  public  buildings,  reported  the 
following; 

Jiesoti-ed.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether,  in  re- 
suming the  work  upon  the  new  treasury  building 


definite  and  descriptive  plan  of  the  elevation  and 
dimensions  of  the  treasury  building,  as  th»'  same, 
on  his  appniyal.  is  to  be  prosecuted  to  its  comple- 
tion, witli  an  estimate  of  the  w  hole  cost  of  the  bnihl- 
ing,  including  any  alterations  which,  in  connexion 
therewith,  are  to  be  made  in  the  building  of  the 
state  department,  and  in  the  grading  of  the  conti- 
guous street,  and  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
walls  and  culverts  to  protect  the  foundation  of  the 
building,  and  render  the  approach  thereto  and  the 
occupation  thereof  appropriate  and  convenient. 

Mr.  L.  asked  the  present  consideration  of  this  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  AVi'm  objected,  because  he  was  opposed  to 
renewing  the  old  controversy  on  the  treasury  build- 
ing at  tins  late  period  of  the  session,  and  also  he- 
cause  it  might  hare  the  eli'ect  of  again  throwing 
the  workmen  out  of  einjiloyment  who  had  been  re- 
engaged. Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
lilies.  Mr.  H'i//ii7)ns,  of  North  CaroliiKi,  railed  I'm- 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but  Mr.  Krim,  on  hearing  the 
resolution  read  again,  remarked  that,  as  it  was 
merely  a  call  for  information,  he  would  withdraw 
his  objection;  whereupon,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Carter  made  an  inelTectual  attempt  to  make 
the  bills  extending  the  pension  system  to  western 
warriors  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  .Idams  proceeded  in  his  remarks  on  the  re- 
port nf  the  coinniiltee  on  foreign  affairs  in  relation 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  was  referring  to 
the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and  the  ).rncei  dings 
in  the  house  last  congress  upon  his  tendering  a  pe- 
tition of  that  character,  staling  that  he  shouhl  have 
no  hesilation  in  presenting  a  petition  from  a  slave, 
if  his  memorial  was  properly  couched,  and  on  a 
proper  subject,  or  something  to  this  ellect.  Mr.  A. 
was  proceeding  in  this  line  of  remark,  when  the 
Speaker  called  him  to  order,  saying  that  the  re- 
marks were  irrelevant  to  Ihe  subject  under  consi- 
deration. Mr.  .Idams  said  he  was  putting  an  ex- 
treme case,  by  w^ay  of  illustration,  which  was  in 
in  order.  The  Speaker  again  reminded  Mr.  A.  that 
he  was  out  of  order.  Mr.  Lcgare  rose,  and  said  he 
felt  compelled  to  call  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  order;  anti  cries  of  order  were  heard  in 
various  parts  of  the  house.  Mr.  .idams  called  up- 
on the  speaker  to  reduce  the  disorderly  words  to 
writing,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 
The  .S/7f  fj/i-f  r  said  the  chair  could  not  be  called  upon 
to  reduce  remarks  made  out  of  order  to  writing. 
It  had  never  been  known,  either  by  any  rule,  or  by 
parliamentary  usage;  and  if  such  a  course  could  be 
snslained,  it  would  continually  bring  the  chair  into 
conllict  with  members,  and  would  render  it  impos- 
sible for  llie  house  to  proceed  wilh  its  business. 

Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  house,  which  requires  that  disorderly 
words  shall  be  reduced  to  wriling. 

The  Speaker  sai.l  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  that 
rule,  and  it  applied  to  cases  w  here  one  member  call- 
ed another  to  order  for  disorderly  or  personal  re- 
marks, ind  not  to  the  speaker  when  he  called  a 
member  to  order  for  irrelevant  remarks,  for  the  rule 
says  the  speaker  s/ia// call  members  to  order,  and 
makes  it  imperatively  his  duly 

Mr.  Mams  railed  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  by 
which  the  speaker  called  liim  to  order,  and  refused 
to  reduce  the  objectionable  remarks  to  wriling. 

I  he  Speaker  read  Ihe  rule  requiiing  that  a  mem- 
ber "shall  ccjnfine  himself  to  the  question  under 
debate,"  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  order  for  irrelevancy  in  debate. 
As  he  was  about  to  put  the  question  on  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  Ihe  chair,  I\[r.  jldams  again  in- 
sisted upon  having  the  words  reduced  to  writing. 
Cries  of  "order!"  "order!" 

The  Speaker  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Adams  continued  to  hold  the  floor,  and  per- 
sisted in  demanding  that  the  words  should  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  said  he  would  then  appeal, 
hut  he  would  not  appeal  from  the  decision  in  the 
form  in  which  the  speaker  had  put  it. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question  upon  the  ap- 
peal; and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatly,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Biichaiian,  Cambreleug, 
J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman.  Cheatham,  Clow- 
ney,    Connor,   Craig,  Crary,    Crockett,   Cnsli 


it  is  intended  that  any  portions  of  the  walls,  at  the  |  Davee,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Diomgool.-.  Ed 
northern  and  southern  extremities,  are  to  be  remov- ]  wards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Glas 
ed,  or  are  to  be  extemled  and  connected  at  the  north  cock.  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hamer.  Harrison,  Haw 
with  the  walls  of  the  building  occupied  bv  the  stale,  kiii'-,  Havnes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley 
department;  or  whether  the  latter  building  is  to  be  ,  Win.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackfon,  Jeniler 
taken  down,  or  such  alterations  made  therein  as  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keiin,  Khngen 
materially  to  change  its  exterior  or  interior  struc- 1  smith,  Legare,  LeaJbetter,  Lewis.  Logan.  Loomis 
ture;  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner  and  at  what  cost;'  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay 


Robert  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McCluie,  Menc- 
lee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore.  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Mori  is,  Noble,  Parker.'  Panis,  Paynter,  Pearcc, 
Peiinybarker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Premiss,  Kandolph,  Reily, 
Hencher,  Hives,  Uuinsey,  C.  Sliepaid,  Shidds, 
Sheplor.  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stiatlon.  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Titus,  Toiicey,  Turney,  Vail,  Van- 
derveer,  J.  While,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, "s.  Williams, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell,  Yoike 
—  115. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  B-iggs,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Carter,  Cor«  in,  Cranston,  Cusliing,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans.  Everett,  Eh  ing,  R.  Fh  tell- 
er, Fillmore,  Goode,  Grennell,  Halsled,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  McKeiinali,  Milrhell, 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts,  Herd,  Ridg- 
way.  Robinson,  Slade,  Stanly,  Tillinghast,  Elisha 
Whittlesey— rtC. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  by 
the  house,  and  Mr.  Adams  thus  declared  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Boon  then  called  for  the  orders  of  Ihe  day. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  on  whose  motion 
the  resolution  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  was 
postponed  till  Friday  nex',  said  that,  at  the  request 
of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  whom  he -was  willing  to 
accommodate,  he  would  move  a  reconsideration  of 
that  vote.  From  the  proceedings  on  the  steamboat 
bill  last  night,  even  under  the  melancholy  disasters 
that  had  recently  occurred,  it  seemed  ihcy  could 
get  no  vote  on  any  subject,  and,  therefore,  he  thought 
ihe  sooner  the  session  was  brought  to  a  close  the 
heller.  He  then  made  the  motion  indicated,  and 
asked  its  ronsideration  at  this  time;  to  which  no 
objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cinhing  and  Mr.  jTitus  severally  made  ob- 
jections, but  it  was  decidi  d  to  be  loo  late,  though 
the  chair  suggested  the  entertaining  of  the  objec- 
tions; but  objection  was  made  to  it,  and,  aPer  some 
conversation,  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table;  on  which,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  H'illiams, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  Ibey  were:  Yeas 
64,  nays  1,39.  So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  it  prevailed:  Yeas  142,  nays 
61. 

The  question  then  recurring  back  on  the  original 
motion,  to  postpone  till  Friday,  Mr.  Cuihmnn  mov- 
ed to  postpone  it  till  Thursday  next.  The  Chair 
ruled  that  Ihe  first  motion  took  precedence.  Mr. 
Williams  then  v\ithdrew  the  original  motion;  and 
remarked  that  belieiing  the  general  sense  of  the 
house  was  in  favor  of  the  9th  of  July,  Ihough  he 
himself  preferred  an  earlier  day,  and  as  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified  yesterday,  proposed  that  day,  he 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded without  a  division,  and  the  main  question 
being  ordered  thereon,  Mr.  Dnvee  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered,  were:  Yeas 
145,  nays  69.     So  the  re-solulion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
fixing  a  day  lor  the  consideration  of  the  army  bill; 
but  it  was  ohjecteil  to. 

Mr.  Harlan  also  made  an  appeal  to  the  bouse  to 
devote  a  short  time  to  the  steamboat  bill:  but  that 
was  also  objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  again 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Connor  in  the  chair,)  on  the  trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr.  Kennedy  continnrd  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  until  the  house,  according  to  order, 
took  its  daily  recess. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

The  chairman  look  the  chair  at  the  usual  liour. 
Having  remained  in  the  chair  for  some  time,  and 
no  quorum  appearing,  Mr.  Williams,  ol  North  Ca- 
rolina, moved  that  the  committee  rise.  This  mo- 
tion was  rejected— 14  to    15. 

Having  Ibniid  ilself  without  a  qnornm,  Ihe  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng  and  Mr.  Thomas  were  averse  to 
taking  a  call  of  the  house.  A  quorum  had  but 
rarely  appeared  at  this honr.after  recess,  duiing  this 
debate,  and  they  hoped  the  housa  would  consent  to 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
I  union  informally. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  Ihe  prar- 
tire  of  leaving  the  bouse  without  a  quorum  ought 
to  be  broken  up,  and,  after  some  further  convirsa- 
tion.  the  house  again  resolved  into  committee  ol  the 
whole,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  in  opposition  to  Ihe  bill. 

Mr.  Toucey  then  moveil  that  the  committee  rise, 

lor  Ihe  purpose  of  peimiHing  hiin  lo  move  to  lake 

up  Ihe  steamboat  bill.     The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

.    Mr.  T.  then  went  on  in  support  of  the  sub-treasury 

,   bill,  at  some  length.    He  had  not  proceeded  far, 
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when  lie  i;ave  way  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  i.  ad:  an 
inell'cctual  motion  that  the  committe  rise. 

Mr.  Tuuccij  made  some  yet  further  progress,  when 
lie  gave  way  to  Mr.  Robertson,  who  made  the  .-Jame 
motion,  but  with  no  better  success,  and  Mr.  Tovcaj 
proceeded,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  w.uinly  opposed  the  bill,  and  argued  in  favor 
of  a  special  deposite  system.  ,     ,    ^    , 

Mr.  Icnifer  took  the  lioor,  and  moved  that  the 
coramitte  rise.     Lost. 

Mr.  Poller  stated  a  few  reasons  why,  having  been 
instructed  to  vote  against  the  bill  by  the  house  ol' 
representatives  of  his  state,  he  should  nevertheless 
vote  for  it.  Before  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Parris 
moved  that  the  committee  rise:  Yeas  63,  nays  79. 
So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Poller  proceeded  a  few  moments  longer, 
when  he  gave  way  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Duncan, 
who  moved  that  the  committee  rise:  Ayes  63,  noes 
711.  So  the  committee  again  refused  to  rise;  and 
Mr.  Poller  again  proceeded  with  his  remarks;  and 
soon  after  another  motion  was  made  to  rise:  Ayes 
74,  noes  84;  and  Mr.  P.  again  went  on.  When  he 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  Rhell  moved  that 
the  committee  rise:  Ayes  8-5,  noes  84.  So  the  com- 
mittee determined  to  rise. 

Mr.  Bronsoii  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  liojfinun  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered. The  motion  was  withdrawn  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  manner  in  which  the  ]iub- 
lic  printing  had  been  done,  asked  leave  to  move 
that  that  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  pa[iers.  Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Ntiylor 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of  Air.  Thomas,  who  moved 
to  su.spend  the  rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make 
the  motion  he  had  indicated. 

Pending  this  proposition,  Mr.  R.  Garland  moved 
an  adjournment,  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  And  the 
iiouse,  by  a  vote  of  102  yeas  to  72  nays,  decided 
to  adjourn. 

J\Ionda>j,  June  25.  Mr.  Adams  wished  to  make 
some  inquiry  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  journal  in 
relation  to  the  point  of  order  made  on  Saturday, 
during  his  own  remarks  by  the  speaker  The  jour- 
nal did  not  declare  in  what  particular  it  was  that  he 
(Mr.  Adams)  had  been  out  of  order.  The  deci- 
sion, therefore,  could  from  no  precedent  in  future, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  indefinite  and  vague. 

Tlie  Speaker  said  that  the  entry  on  the  journal 
was  made  in  accordance  with  all  former  precede  its. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  must  submit  in  that  case, 
as  he  had  done  in  others.  There  was  one  other 
thing  he  wished  to  mention.  The  speaker  had 
heretofore  asked  leave  of  the.  house  for  the  member 
to  ))roceed. 

The  Speaker  explained  that  the  recent  change  of 
the  rules  of  the  house  had  altered  that  order  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Adams  then  claimed  the  floor,  and  antici- 
pated that  objection  might  be  made  to  his  proceed- 
in",  having  been  declared  out  of  order,  and  he  hav- 
ing actually  proceeded  one  minute  after  that  decla- 
ration on  Saturday. 

The  Chair  recognized  the  right  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
proceed  when  the  question  should  come  up. 

Tlia  Chiir  being  about  to  call  the  states,  in  their 
order,  for  resolutions,  Mr.  Pelrikin  rose,  and  ask- 
ed for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the  house 
lilting  on  the  9th  as  the  day  o(  adjournment.  He 
also  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  enable 
him  to  oiler  that  motion.  Mr.  Lewis  WUliams  ask- 
eil  a  call  of  the  house.     Ordered. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  members  answered 
on  the  first  call  of  the  roll.  It  was  then  called  a 
second  time  for  the  absentees  on  the  first  call,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  members  were  found 
to  be  iiresent. 

The  call  was  then  dispensed  with,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cu^hmaii.  Mr.  Sherrnd  Williams  hoped  the 
house  would  suspeii<l  the  rules,  and  then  lay  the  mo- 
tion  to  rec  in^i  ler  on  the  table. 

Tliu  qieslion  of  suspending  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsideration,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Pelrikin, 
recurring,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  or- 
d  red  thiTeoii,  the  house  decid.'d  the  question  (re- 
quiring two-lliirils)  in  the  affirmative — 142  to  .'J2. 
And  the  question  recurring  upon  reconsideration, 
Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
wa:^  then  oi\f  u-ed  to  be  pat.  Mr.  Naylor  deinand-'d 
the  yeas  and  niy — ordered;  and  the  house  di'cided 
nal   to    ri'consider  by  a  vote  of  64  yeas  to  13-5  nays. 

Tills  bain'i  the  day  set  apart  for  the  presentation 
of  resolutions,  the  following  were  presented  in  order. 

Mr.  Cuslimin  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  hv  the  Iiouse: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  house  bill  "to  define  the  num- 
ber,  compensation,  and   dulies,  of  officers  of  the 


customs,"  and  house  bill  "making  appropriations 
for  building  light-houses,  light-boats,  beacon  lights, 
buoys,  and  making  surveys  for  1S3S,"  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday,  the  28th  day 
of  June  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flelcher,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resoleed,  That  the  committee  on  comineice  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of  amending 
the  laws  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue  in  the  en- 
try of  goods  at  the  custom-house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  patents  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  laws  in  relation  to  appeals  from  the  decisions  of 
the  commissioner  on  patents. 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  township  of  land  to  each  of  the  two  colleges 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Ingham  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next,  from  and  after  the 
hour  of  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration,  in  preference  to  any  other  busi- 
ness, of  such  bills  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  report- 
ed by  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
causing  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  river  Potomac 
from  the  navy  yard,  on  the  eastern  branch,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the  mouth  of  said  river, 
with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in 
the  navigation  thereof  by  vessels  of  great  draught; 
and  that  the  survey  made'  under  the  direction  of  the 
department  of  war  of  James  river,  in  Virginia, 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
thereof,  be  committed  to  the  said  committee,  with 
an  instruction  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  appropriation  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Williams, 

Resolred,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  the  correspondence  brtween 
that  department  and  major  general  Winficld  Scott 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  had  not  been  alreadj' 
been  communicated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Renchcr, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  house  a  statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  expenditure,  exclusive  of  public 
debt,  for  each  year  from  1824  to  1S3S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legare, 

Resolved;  (tbe  senate  concurring  herein,)  That  a 
joint  committee  be  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion, and  report  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  the 
expediency  of  so  taking  the  next  census  as  to  enable 
and  require  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose  to  make  as  complete  a  collection  as 
jiossible  of  slatistical  details  in  relation  to  the  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures  of  the  conntr}^ 
and  all  its  other  resources  and  productive  powers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  the 
compensation  to  bo  allowed  to  all  persons  engaged 
as  commissioners  for  making  Indian  treaties,  as 
agents  for  superintending  the  removal  of  Indians, 
and  for  other  services  performed  under  tlie  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of"  war,  in  the  Indian  bureau, 
not  already  provided  for  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  house  wdiat  kind  of  funds 
were  furnished  pension  agents  in  the  state  e^l'  Ar- 
kansas, with  which  to  pay  the  claims  of  pensioners; 
distinguished  between  the  amounts  furnished  in 
=pecie  and  bank  notes,  and  where  bank  notes  were 
furnished;  stating  the  difl'erent  banks,  as  far  as  prac- 
cable,  which  issued  the  notes  so  furnished  and  the 
amounts  on  each  bank. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
an  1  asked  for  its  consideralion: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  tills  house 
the  newspaper  presented  to  the  secretarj'  of  state 
of  the  United  States  by  the  late  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  with  his  note  of  the  12th  of  September, 
1837,  or  a  copy  of  the  report  ol  llie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  to  which  the 
said  minister  invites  the  attention  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  alleged,  in  the  said  note  of  the  Texian 
minister,  to  be  contained  in  the  said  newspaper. 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  neatly,  Mr.  Adams 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  move 
to  consider  the  resolution,  and  asked  for  the  veas 
and  navs;  wdiich  were  ordered — 35  to  1211;  and  the 
resolution  was  again  read. 


Mr.  Adams  asked  that  a  passage  from  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  resolution,  be  read. 

A  single  member  objected,  and  the  chair  decided 
that  it  could  not  be  done. 

The  house  then  decided  vol  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  this  purpose,  (the  question  requiring  a  vole  of 
two-thirds  to  carry,)  by  the  following  vote — Yeas 
84,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Robertson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  on  the 
fust  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  information  not 
heretofore  communicated,  now  in  possession  of  the 
executive,  or  may  be  procured  before  that  time, 
touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  if  any,  since 
the  29th  May,  1830,  to  keep  down  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  or  prevent  purchasers  or  entries  there- 
of, at  pubfic  or  private  sale  by  force,  threats,  or 
fraud,  and  the  measure  taken  sinrc  the  date  afore- 
said to  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  fraudulent 
practices,  and  illegal  entiics  upon  the  public  lands, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a  statement  of  all  grants  and  do- 
nations of  public  lands,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
thereof,  to  the  states,  by  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  purpo- 
ses and  considerations  upon  which  made;  and  ac- 
companying the  said  statement  with  an  estimate  of 
the  amount  to  which  each  slate  would  be  entitled  of 
similar  grants  and  donations,  according  to  the  pro- 
porlions  specified  in  the  severaf  deeds  of  cession 
from  the  several  states  to  the  United  Stales. 

Secondly.  A  statement  of  the  whole  quantify 
of  public  land  now  surveyed,  and  an  es'imate  of 
the  quantity  unsurveje.l — distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  the  same  with 
separate  plans  lor  dividing  the  said  lands,  and  the 
proceeds  of  sales  thereof,  among  the  states,  in  the 
proportions  aforesaid,  on  such  conditions  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  tille  in  the 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  resciulion,  in 
conforiuity  with  the  original  compacts  entered  info 
between  the  several  statcsand  the  L'nited  States  re- 
lating to  the  said  lands. 

Thirdly.  A  plan  for  ve-organizing  the  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  Ihe  public 
against  loss  from  illegal  entries,  (rands,  he.  point- 
ing out  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  present 
system,  more  particularly  in  refcrenoe  to  pre-emp- 
tion and  sales  at  public  auction;  and  in  general  sug- 
gestion such  alterations  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  for  the  si:spension  of  Ihe 
riifes,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  move  to  consider 
these  resolutions  at  the  present  lime,  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  Ihe  house 
refiised  to  suspend  the  rules,  by  a  vote  of  104  yeas 
to  70  nays.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  ol 
Massachusetts,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McKay  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which. he  asked  to  have  considered  at  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair  be  authorized  to  Ecnd 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Harlan  thought  th's  too  late  a  period  of  the 
session  to  give  a  committee  power  to  send  foi  per- 
sons and  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  white-wosl.ing 
the  editor  of  the  Globe.  He  objected  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  to  siis]iend  the  rules,  inonler 
to  enable  the  house  to  considei  the  resoiuliori.  Mr. 
Glascock  demanded  the  yeas  snd  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  house  ejecided  to  suspend  Ihe  rules 
(requiring  a  vote  of  two-thirds)  by  a  vole  of  121 
yeas  and  51  nays. 

Tlie  house  therefore  agreed  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  DromgooU  said  that  if  the  mover  would  so 
modify  the  resolution  as  to  state  to  the  house  what 
witnesses  were  intended  to  be  examined,  he  would 
go  for  it.     He  could  not,  unless  this  was  done. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  discharge  the  select  com- 
mittee from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
There  was  not  now  time  at  this  session  to  go  into 
the  proposed  investigation.  Other  and  more  im- 
portant business,  to  a  very  great  amount,  was  upon 
the  table  waiting  for  consideration;  anel  it  was  a 
preposterous  proposition  that  the  house  should  now 
spend  its  time  in  white-washing  .Mr.  Blair,  so  as  to 
give  the  Globe  establishment  an  opportunity  of 
again  obtaining  the  public  printing.  Helhen  mov- 
ed so  to  amend  the  resolution  as  lo  discharge  the 
committee  fVom  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  the  proposed  inquiries  are 
not,  by  the  resolution  already  referred  to  the  com- 
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mittee,  restricted  to  an  hitquiry  into  the  inanniT  in 
wliicli  tlie  eililorol'  the  Globe  has  done  the  jniblic 
printin:;,  but  all  others  who  ha^-e  done  it.  He  also 
stated  the  views  of  the  committee  in  asking  to  be 
clothed  with  this  power. 

Mr.  Boon  was  not  surprised  to  sei"  the  objection 
to  this  investigation  coniiji;  I'roni  the  quarter  otthe 
house  it  did.  "He  tl;ou^ht  there  was  nothing  in  the 
objection  as  to  the  pi-riod  of  the  session.  He  hcp- 
cd,  whe.i  the  question  should  be  taken,  it  would  be 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bijnum.  spoke  with  earnestness  and  zeal  in 
support  of  the  character  of  the  editor  of  t'.ie  Globe 
and  of  tliat  paper,  and  contended  that  a  wish  to 
blacken  the  character  of  both  was  the  motive  of 
gentlemen  opposin;^  this  resolution,  far  more  than  a 
desire  to  while-wa.'ib  thein  was  the  motive  of  those 
who  advocated  it. 

Mr.  llailaii  sent  to  the  chair  the  following  modi- 
fication of  his  adniendment: 

"And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  fur- 
ther to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house  how  and  to 
whom  the  p-.itronage  of  the  govemmeiit  has  been 
paid  lor  printing  and  for  the  publication  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  what  editors  of  ntw5papers 
have  been  defirived  of  the  publication  of  tlie  law.<;, 
and  the  rea.-ons  therefor,  and  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  tint  subject;  and  to  inquire  into  all  abuses, 
if  any,  which  have  arisen  under  the  existing  l.nvs 
and  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  the  public 
printing  and  the  publication  of  the  laws;  and,  to  this 
end,  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  during  the 
recess  of  congress." 

Mr.  Stii'ily  moved  the  following  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  which  Mr.  Harlan  accepted  as  a 
further  modification  of  his  amendment: 

"And  that  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  by  wli.it  authority  a  largo  number  of  ex- 
tra Globes  were  folded  with  the  messages  which 
were  ordered  by  members  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session,  without  their  knowledge  and  consent,  and 
thus  transmitted  at  the  public  expense;  and  that 
they  also  inquire  under  what  arraiigcment  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Globe  had  the  exclusive  printing  of  said 
message,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  practise  such  de- 
vice." 

Mr.  Duncan  went  at  lenglli  into  a  support  of  the 
resolution,  and  against  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  concluded  hi.s  remarks  by  moving  the  previ- 
ous question.  Mr.  Milchcll  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  or- 
dered, this  motion  was  rejecttd  by  a  vole  of  yeas 
47,  n.iys  129.  On  seconding  the  call  forihe  previ- 
ous question:  Ayes  84,  noes  81.  So  there  was  a 
second.  On  ordering  the  main  question,  (the  yeas 
and  nays  bjing  ordereil:)  Yeas  9o,  nays  92.  So 
the  main  question  was  ordered  then  to  be  put,  and 
the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Before  the  call  for  the  resolutions  was  completed, 

Mr.  J3c/i'.rj  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  to 
make  an  ord.^r  to  take  up  the  sub-treasury  bill  im- 
mediately after  recess.     The  motion  prevailed. 

The  call  for  resolutions  was  then  continued  un- 
til the  hour  of  recess. 

Mr.  Bell  expressed  the  hope  that  there  would  be 
a  common  understanding  that  the  sub-treasury  bill 
be  taken  out  of  committee  of  the  whole  tonight. 

And  then  the  house  took  the  usual  recess. 

EVE.VING     SESSION". 

The  sub-treasury  bill  biing  again  un;ler  conside- 
ration in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Rhell,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
committee  for  about  two  hours  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  especially  in  reply  to  Mr.  Prentiss.  He 
went  a  good  deal  inio  the  question  of  what  was  a 
constitutional  currency,  denying  that  bank  notes 
were  in  any  sense  mon=y;  defended  the  consist- 
ency of  his  own  course,  as  b:ing  founded  on  prin- 
ciple; and  then  went  into  a  vindication  of  nullifi- 
cation and  the  nullifiers;  gloried  in  being  the  de- 
scendent  of  the  British  regicides  and  the  rebels  of 
the  revolution,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
approbation  of  the  bill  as  being  in  accordance  with 
the  political  principles  of  the  Jefferson  school. 
He  considered  the  question  as  being  substantially 
between  the  sub-treasury  and  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  but  would  prefer  the  latter,  if  this  could  not 
be  carried,  to  a  combination  of  state  banks. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Rhett  took  his  seat,  the  queslion 
was  loudly  demanded  from  all  quarters. 

It  was  accordingly  taken  by  tellers,  when  the 
vote  stood,  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  92,  against  it  8fi. 

So  the  comndttee  agreed  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
with  Mr.  G.irland's  amendment,  vix.  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Shcrrod  ^Villiams  immediately  moved  the 
previous  question;  whereupon,  Mr.  Wise  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.    This  motion  prevailing,  the  roll 


was  then  called,  when  it  appeared  that  about  fifty 
members  were  absent.  [Tlie  question  had  been 
taken  in  committee  of  the  whole  much  earlier  in 
the  day  than  had  been  generally  expected.]  The 
roll  having  betu  gone  Ihiough,  absentees  were 
called,  and  the  doors  of  the  house  were  closed. 
Excuses  were  then  received,  and  a  numbiTstlll  re- 
maining absent,  it  was  ordered  that  the  clerk  make 
out  a  written  list  of  their  names,  and  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  house  wait  upon  them  and  request  tlieir 
attendance.  A  good  deal  of  confusion  prevailed. 
Motions  were  made  to  suspend  the  call;  to  adinit 
members  who  were  waiting  at  the  doors;  to  call 
over  the  absentees  again,  i*c.  .\  number  of  mem- 
bers were  admitted,  when  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
moved  to  dispense  with  further  iirocecdings  in  the 
call. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Lcuis  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Mr.  William!:  withdrew  the  motion. 
Mr.  C/iiMs  renewed  it.  The  yeas  and  navs  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  117,  nays  10-1.  So  the  call  was  .suspended, 
and  the  doors  were  thrown  open.  [All  the  mem- 
bers were  now  in  nltcndancc,  save  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  absent  on  leave,  and  Mr.  Bruyn  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  were  excused.] 

The  previous  question  having  been  moved,  as 
we  stated,  by  Mr.  Sher.od  Williams,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  Soutli  Carolina,  asked  him  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  He  observed  that,  on  .'o  important  a 
measure  .as  this,  the  object- ought  to  be  truth,  not 
victory.  The  bill  contained  two  distinct  subjects, 
and  he  ivishcd — the  C/fiir  said  all  debate  was  now 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  should  be  glad  to  accom- 
modate the  gcntlensan  fiom  South  Carolina  by 
withdrawing  the  motion;  but,  if  he  should  do  so, 
tile  gentleman  would  gain  nothing  by  it,  since  the 
the  question  would  instantly  recur  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  their  reported 
amendment,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

The  C'lair  then  proceeded  to  ascertain  whether 
tlie  den. and  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, when  the  ayes  being  126,  the  noes  not  counted. 
So  there  was  a  second. 

The  previous  question  being  now  put,  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Branson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  previ- 
ous question  was  cairied.  And  the  main  question 
being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and  ordeiing 
it  to  its  third  reading,  Air.  Reed  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  And.rrson,  Andrew-s,  Atherlon, 
Banks,  Beatly,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Byiiiim, 
Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary.  Cushman.  Davee,  Di^Gralf, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
[.  Fletcher.  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock.  Grant,  Gray, 
Griffin,  liahy,  Hammond.  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Hols,-y,  Holt,  Howard,  Hublev,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  \V.  Jones,  Keiin, 
Kemble,  Klngensmith,  Leadbefter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abra- 
ham iMcClrllan,  McCfure,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Muore,  Morgan,  S.W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Ow- 
ens, Palmorl  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Pennybackcr,  Petrikeii,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pliimer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  J-  H.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rich- 
ardson, Rives,  Sawyer,  Shefl'er,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Tavlor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  ^Villiams,  Worthington,  Yell- 
Ill. 

N.VYS — Jlessrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bri;;gs.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  W.B. 
Campbell,  J.'Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  ChaciTbeis, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin.  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushin<r,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davies,  Debcriy,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
James  Graham.  Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsfed.  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Ha.ves,  Henry,  Herod.  Hofrinan.  Hopkins,  Jenifer, 
H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson.  K-nti-dy,  Kilgore, 
Legare,  Li:icoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  .Marvin.  J.  M 
Mason,  S.  Mason.  Maury,  May,  iNlaxwell.  McKen- 
nan,  Mimefee,  Mercer,  Milligan.  Milchell,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Xaylor,  Noycs,  Ogle.  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips',  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Ro- 
binson, Riimsey,  Russell,  Sergeant.  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sihiey,  Slade, 
Southgate,  Stanly.  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratlon.  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,' Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
1  Vanderveer,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 


L.  Williams.  S.  Willi.iu -.  J.L.  Wdliun.s  C  II 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorlie— 125. 

So  the  hou.se  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  its  third 
reading,  thereby,  in  effect,  rejecting  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foster  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  this  vote; 
Ijiit  before  any  vote  on  that  motion. 

The  houfe  adjourned. 

Tiirtilai/.  June  26.  Mr  Mams  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
moining;  but  yielded  it  at  the  request  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen: 

Mr.  Stone,  who  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  agreed  to: 

liciohcd.  That  the  committee  on  military  aliairg 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  the  volunteers  or  draughted 
militia-men  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  call- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  Un'ited  Stales.  Also 
those  who  are  or  may  hereafter  be  employed  by  the 
general  government  for  the  purpose  of'  removing 
the  Cherokees  out  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  ai.d  Alabama,  and  settling 
them  west  of  the  iVIississippI,  as  well  as  those  vo- 
lunteers who  have  just  returned  home  from  Florida, 
or  wd:o  may  hereafter  be  received  info  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  cither  of  the  foregoing 
purposes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  who,  by  leave,  ofler- 
ed  the  hdlowing,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Risolrcd,  That  the  commiltee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  fees  alloived  by  law  to  the  clerks,  marshals, 
and  district  attorneys  of  the  United  States  courts 
for  the  slate  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  correspond  with 
the  fees  allowed  for  similar  services  in  the  state 
courts  of  said  state. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  who  obtained  the 
piinting  of  certain  amendmenti  to  senate  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gradu- 
ation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands." 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  to  offer  the  Ibllowing: 

Resolved  bi/  the  senate  ami  honse  of  re/iresentative-i 
of  the  United  i>latcs  of  Jlmerica  in  congress  assem- 
bled, Tliat  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury  be  directed 
to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary — 

First.  To  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be.  all  pay- 
ments of  public  dues  of  every  description,  and 
without  discrimination,  to  be  made  hereafter  in  the 
current  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes, 
or  the  notes  of  banks  situated  in  the  state,  territory, 
or  district,  wherein  such  dues  are  receivable,  ancl 
whose  notes  are  payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
such  current  coin. 

Second.  To  cause  all  public  money,  as  early  as 
practicable  after  it  shall  be  received,  io  be  placed 
in  state  banks,  preferring  always,  wliere  such  can 
be  had,  those  which  are'  depositories  of  the  state, 
territory,  or  district,  therein  situated,  on  conilition 
that  ihey  will  agree  for  reasonable  compensation, 
not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  to  re- 
ceive the  same  on  deposite,  not  to  be  used  by  them 
a.s  a  basis,  or  fund  lor  discount,  or  otherwise,  nor 
mingled  with  other  funds;  to  keep  ami  render  ac- 
counts, give  receipts,  or  certificates,  permit  inspec- 
tions and  examinatiotis,  make  payments  and  trans- 
fers, and  give  collateral  security  tor  the  sale. keep- 
ing thereof  in  such  manner  as  may  be  required  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  provided  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  compel  such  transfers  at 
the  expense  of  the  banks,  nor  to  authorize  trans- 
fers in  any  case,  except  where  the  public  service, 
or  the  safety  of  the  funds,  may  render  them  neces- 
sary. 

Third.  To  cause  all  notes  of  banks  remaining 
on  deposite,  at  the  end  of  every  two  months,  to  be 
converted  into  the  legal  coin  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  continued,  or  replaced  in  deposite  aforesaid, 
and  to  be  drawn  for  ami  used,  so  far  as  the  public 
convenience  or  necessities  will  admit,  in  jireferencc 
to  all  subsequently  accruing  revenue. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  the  grounds  which  in- 
duced him  to  submit  the  resolution,  were  these: 

It  substantially  destroys  all  connexioii,  pecu- 
niary and  political,  betw'een  (he  government  and 
the  banks.  It  secures  an  infiexibic  adherence  to 
the  specie  standard,  and  as  near  an  approach  to  an 
exclusive  metalic  currency  as  is  desirable,  or  prac- 
ticable, without  a  total  interdict  of  every  olher  kind 
of  currency. 

It  secures  the  public  as  far  as  possible  against 
losses  incident  to  the  continued  custody  of  public 
money  by  collectors. 

It  guards  against  excessive  issues  by  the  banks 
whose  notes  are  made  receivable,  by  requiring  that 
the  notes  paid  on  account  of  public  dues  shall  be 
aefually  converted,  at  short  intervals,  into  specie, 
and  prohibiting  discounts  on  public  deposites. 

It  avoids  the  inronvenience  and  injury  (hat 
might  result  from  hoarding  specie,  by  reqniiing 
the  specie  to  be  first  di.sburscd;    and  it  checks  all 
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transftrs  ol'  public  iiioney,  except  when  Ihe  public 
service,  or  tile  Ealetyorthe  funds,  renders  them 
necessary. 

Mr.  Peti-ilcin  said  he  was  against  letting  in 
through  the  window  that  which  could  not  enter  by 
the  door;  he  Iherelbre  objected  to  the  offering  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  or- 
dered, aiid,  being  taken,  resulted,  yeas  70,  nays 
123.     So  leave  was  refused. 

Mr.  Garland,  who  had  not  been  in  the  house 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  calling,  asked  to  be 
permitted  to  record  his  vote,  which  would  have 
been  in  tlie  affirmative;  but  leave  was  refused. 

A  similar  request  was  made  by  Mr.  Dromgoole, 
who  would  have  voted  in  the  negative;  but  this 
also  was  refused. 

Mr.  Mams  then  resumed  his  speech  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Ihe  annexation  of  Texas,  and  continued  to 
occupy  the  floor  till  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  New  York,  now  rose  and  asked  to 
submit  a  motion  lor  the  re-considerUion  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  sub-treasury  bill 
was  rejected. 

Alter  some  conversation,  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Foster  remarked  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  a  speech  upon  the  house  in 
relation  to  the  subject  which  had  so  long  occupied 
the  time  and  attention  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
because  he  had  no  doubt  that  each  member  had  ful- 
ly lormed  his  o|iinion  on  the  whole  subject, and  be- 
cause the  time  of  the  house  was  too  precious  to  be 
wasted  by  further  discussion.  He  desired  merely 
to  state  the  objects  which  he  had  in  view  in  making 
the  motion  to  reconsider,  so  that  his  vote,  already 
given  against  the  engrossment,  ajid  the  one  which 
he  was  about  to  give,  might  not  be  the  subject  of 
misconstruction;  and  even  this  he  would  not  now 
do,  had  an  opportunity  for  explanation  occurred 
yesterday.  He  would  say  that  the  vote  which  he 
yesterday  gave  was  a  rleliberale  one;  and  he  desired 
to  be  understood  that  his  motion  to  reconsider  was 
not  maile  in  consequence  of  any  change  of  his 
opinion,  but  simply  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity now  (and  which  the  previous  question  yester- 
day prevented)  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
to  make  it  conform  substantially  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  upon  the  same  subject  which  passed  the 
senate  some  months  since.  Such  an  amendment 
would  make  tlie  bill  acceptable  to  him.  But  even 
though  such  an  amend. nent  should  not  be  adopteil, 
it  was  still  important  that  the  vote  should  be  recon- 
sidered, in  order  that  some  other  measrire  for  the 
collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Briggs  now  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of  Air.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  wtio  promised  to  re- 
new it.  Mr.  M.  wished  the  floor  only  to  explain 
the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  bill.  He  was, 
personally,  heartily  in  its  favor;  but  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents  had  been  intimated  to  hiin  in  forms 
which  he  deemed  equivalent  to  instructions;  and  he 
had  therefore  voted  as  they  desired.  He  expressed 
a  hope,  however,  of  being  able  to  persuade  them  to 
entertain  belter  views,  and  that  he  should  hereafter 
have  an  Oj)portunity  of  voting  for  such  a  bill.  He 
renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  (Vise  asked  Mr.  IBriggs  to  consent  to  Mr. 
Mallory's  withdrawing  the  motion;  to  which,  afier 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  he  assent- 
ed. The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  been 
withdrawn, 

Mr,  Sherrod  Wil  iams  moved  the  previous  qnes- 1 
tion.  Mr.  Slade  moved  a  call  of  the  house;  which  | 
was  ordered.  The  house  was  called,  and  after- 
ward the  absentees;  when  it  appeared  that  231 
members  were  present.  Further  proceedings  in 
the  call  were  then  dispensed  with.  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
Maryland,  asked  Mr.  Williams  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  q^iestion,  promising  to  renew 
it.     Mr    William':  on  that  condition  assented. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  explain  his  posi- 
tion. He  should  vote  against  the  reconsideration, 
although  he  approved  of  the  bill.  It  was  now  near 
the  close  ol  the  session;  the  sense  of  the  house  had 
been  clearly  ex|iressed;  and  he  had  seen  enough  to 
satisfy  him  that  this  bill,  under  no  circumstances, 
could  become  a  law.  The  house  was  divided  into 
two  parties— the  friends  and  the  opposition  ot  Ihe 
administration.  Of  the  former,  HI  had  voted  for 
the  bill;  and  about  the  same  number  had  vo'ed 
against  laying  on  the  table  the  senate's  bill  for  the 
same  general  object.  Yet  that  bill  had  been  laid 
on  the  table,  twelve  of  the  friends  of  the  adrninis. 
tralion  in  that  case  voting  with  the  opposition.  The 
same  thing  had  taken  place  now;  and  he  saw  noth- 
ing to  convince  him  that  the  senate's  bill  could  suc- 
ceed much  better  Uian  this.    With  or  without  what  I 


was  called  the  S|)ecie  clause,  the  bill  could  not  be- 
come a  law.  A  decided  .najorily  ol  the  house,  we 
all  know,  is  hostile  also  lo  the  special  deposile  plan. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  useless  to  re- 
consider. The  only  course  left  was  to  appeal  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  who  would 
pass  upon  the  acts  of  their  representatives,  and 
whose  will  must  decide  the  question.  He  renewed 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  Ihe  main  question  on  reconsideration 
was  then  decided  by  veas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Boon,  Bronson,  J.  Campbell, 
Chaney,  Davee,  Fairfield,  Fosler,  Gallup,  Grant, 
Gray,  Hawkins,  Keim,  Kemble,  A.  McClelian, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Snyder,  Taylor — 21. 

NAYS.—' Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall, 
Bond.  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bruyn,  Bucha- 
nan, Bynum,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  Cam- 
brelen<^,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers Cheatham,  ChiUls,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffin, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cusliing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies.  Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Farrineton,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletch- 
er, Fillmore,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascoclc,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Grenuell,  Griffin,  Haley.  Hall,  Hal- 
ste.id,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison.  Har- 
per, Hastiiin's,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holt,  Howard,  Hiihley,  R.  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  H.  Jofinson, 
J.  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Ken- 
nedy, Kilgore,  Klingensraith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon,  Marvin.  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, R.  McClelian,  McClure,  McKennan,  Mene- 
fee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Moore,  M.  Mor- 
ris, S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parris,  Patterson,  Paynter, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Peiinybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Pliimer,  Pope,  Polls,  Poller, 
Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgwav,  Rives,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rum- 
sey,  Russell',  Sawyer,  Sergeant.  Shelfer,  A.  H. 
Sliepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Souihgale,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hnst,  Tilus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  While,  E.  Whittlesev, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wi.liams,  S.  Williams,  J. 
W.  Williams,  j.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke— 202. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Botildin  said  that  he  had  been  waiting  for 
several  days,  with  the  most  perfect  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  the  house,  for  a  favorable  moment, 
when  he  should  find  himself  and  the  house  in  a 
good  humor,  to  make  a  motion  to  the  house  to  pay 
the  time  they  had  taken  from  him,  which  was  de- 
voted to  the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
They  had  given  him  but  half  a  day,  and  had  taken 
half  that  from  him,  and  he  harl  no  doubt  that,  at 
some  suitable  period,  they  would  return  to  him  that 
time.  Short  as  it  was,  he  would  ask  no  more;  but 
would  only  ask  for  the  balance  of  the  evening  after 
the  recess  for  the  District  business. 

He  did  not  suppose  it  would  take  the  whole  even- 
ing. There  were  but  few  bills  or  matters  of  any 
kind  relating  to  the  District,  and  he  had  no  idea 
that  Ihey  would  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
house.  He  would  not  occupy  half  the  evening, 
unless  other  gentlemen  compelled  him.  Ilesaidlie 
would  accept  any  other  lime  that  might  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  house,  if  any  gentleman  would 
name  it.  He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  B.  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennedy  called  up  his  resolution  for  the  em- 
ployment of  Ihe  banks  under  ceitain  conditions,  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  moveil  that 
its  consiileration  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor 
12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  this  mo- 
tion; and,  being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  94, 
nays  110.     So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  hid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  11th  instant, 
requiring  a  report  from  the  secretaries  of  state, 
war,  navy,  and  treasury,  of  wha»  architectural  plans 
and  drauinsrs  have  been  prepared  under  the  order, 
and  for  the  use,  of  their  departments,  respectively, 
since  the  4th  July,  1836,  in  relation  to  the  light- 
houses. 


Mr.  Sergeant  made  an  eliort  to  go  into  commit- 
tee on  the  harbor  bill,  but  without  success. 

The  senate's  amendments  to  several  bills  were 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Several  senate  bills  were  read,  and  referred. 

The  Chair  MOW  proclaimed  the  orders  of  Ihe  day, 
when  immediately  many  members  ruse,  pressing 
the  bills  in  which  they  felt  a  peculiar  interest. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  stale  of  the  union;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  house  went  into  committee  accor- 
dinifly,  (Mr.  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Harrison  pressed  lor  the  army  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  committee  lake  up 
the  harbor  improvement  bill. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  a  bill,  (not  heard.) 

The  question  being  put,  the  committee  decided 
(ayes  S3,  noes  69)  to  take  up  the  army  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  through  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  lay  aside  the  bill  until  to- 
morrow, to  allow-  time  for  another  meeting  of  the 
military  committee,  to  decide  on  certain  amend- 
ments remlered  proper  by  Ihe  altered  state  of  the 
frontier;  but,  alter  a  desultory  conversation,  in 
which  Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Veil  participated, 
he  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  military  com- 
mittee were  then  read. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  lay  the  biil  aside  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  the  amendments  might  be 
which  the  military  committee  should  agree  to  re- 
comnierid. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid  aside,  and 
another  taken  up. 

The  question  was  taken  on  rising,  and  lost, 
ayes  38. 

Mr.  Mercer  snggestert  that  three  regimenis  of  in- 
fantry be  authorized  in  lieu  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  as  they  would  be  proportionably  more 
serviceable  for  the  national  defence,  and  yet  cost  no 
more  than  the  single  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Mr  Kemble  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  military  committee;  and  Rlr.  Bronson 
had  another  read,  which  could  not  now  be  otlered. 

When,  lifter  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Grenncll,  in 
favor  of  having  the  bill  laid  aside,  and  in  defence  of 
the  military  committee  from  some  pretty  severe  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Yell,  the  morning  session  expired. 

EVENTNG    SESSION. 

Mr.  McKay  proceeded  (at  half  past  3  o'clock  P. 
M.)  in  support  of  the  amendments  pending  to  the 
army  bill  when  the  house  took  a  recess.  He  had 
preceded  but  a  little  way,  when  Mr.  Thompson  in- 
terrupted him,  and  suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
call  of  the  house,  there  evidently  being  no  quorum 
present. 

The  Chairman,  ascertaining  this  fact,  vacated  the 
chair,  and  reported  it  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  attendance  of  members 
would  be  coerced.  The  yeas  and  nays,  being  asked 
on  this  motion,  were  ordered,  and  the  house  decided 
that  there  should  be  a  call  thereof,  by  a  vote  of  86 
to  24.  (It  was  now  10  minutes  past  4  o'clock.) 
Before  Ihe  call  was  completed,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  prevailed,  to  suspend  further  proceedings  on 
Ihe  same;  and,  a  quorum  appearing,  the  house  again 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  army  bill,  Mr.  McKay  resum- 
ing and  going  on  with  his  remarks. 
-  Mr.  Kemble  followed  in  some  interesting  state- 
ments as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  north- 
ern and  eastern  defences  of  the  country.  His  re- 
marks will  be  hereafter  given.  He  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Bronson,  who,  to  give  time  to  the  military  com- 
mittee lo  prepare  and  piopose  amendments  which 
they  intend  to  suggest  to  the  bill,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  which  motion  prevailed. 

A  mass  of  bills  from  the  senate  were  put  under 
way  by  a  first  and  second  reading,  and  appropriate 
references.  Before  Ihey  were  all  thus  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Evans  moved  an  adjournment  of  ^he  house, 
(it  being  quarter  belbre  7  o'clock,)  on  which  the 
votes  were:  Ayes  73,  noes  49.  So  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  June  27.  Mr.  Howard  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  agre-  d  to: 

Besolred.  That  the  commissionerof  public  build- 
ings be  directed  to  ascertain  the  plan,  cost,  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  mode  proposed  for  ventilating  the 
new  parliament  house  in  London,  and  report  the 
same  to  this  house  at  the  next  session  of  congress, 
together  with  his  Ojdnion  of  its  applicability  to  the 
hall  of  Ihe  house  of  representatives. 

The  unfinished  business  being  the  Texas  ques- 
tion, and  Mr.  Adams  havirig  the  floor  upon  that 
question,  Mr.  Gray  moved  that  the  rules  ot  the 
house  be  suspended  in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer 
a  motion  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  a  bill 
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from  the  senate.  Mr.  Rives  hoped  that  llic  inoliort 
wouki  he  modified  so  as  to  enable  all  reports  of 
committees  to  be  received.  Mr.  Gray  accepted 
that  modification. 

Mr.  .Wilms,  who  had  yielded  the  floor,  remon- 
strated against  this  chanije  of  Mr.  Gray's  motion. 
He  had  hi-en  very  much  disposed  to  accommodate 
members  who  had  business  before  tlie  house,  and 
who  had  uniformly  yiven  way  whenever  ho  had 
been  desired  to  do  so.  Mr.  Graij  then  withdrew 
the  modification,  and  olfered  his  original  motion,  to 
refer  the  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richaid  T. 
BanUs,  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  alfairs.  Mr.  Harlan,  on  account  of 
whose  objection  the  motion  to  suspend  had  been 
olfered,  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the  motitjn  of 
Jlr.  Gray  prevailed.  Mr.  Craig  then  |irnposedlhat 
the  committees  be  called  lor  reports.  Mr.  .idam^ 
said  that  he  was  willing  to  yield  the  floor  for  thai 
purpose,  but  without  conceding  it  entirely.  If  the 
object  was  to  deprive  him  ol  the  opportunity  of 
finishing  his  remarks  upon  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
he  could  not  consent  to  it.  Mr.  C/i/ig-  disavowed 
any  such  wish.  Mr.  .^i/c;m5  then  yielded  the  floor, 
and  the  house  proceeded  to  receive  and  dispose  of 
reports  of  committees.  A  large  number  were  pre- 
sented and  disposed  of,  among  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Mr.  Cashing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  for 
the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  executrix  of 
Richard  W.Meade. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road  east  of  thestateof  Ohio;  which  bill 
was  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  roads  and  the  canals,  at  the 
second  session  of  last  congress,  on  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  across  the  Oiiio  river,  at  Wheeling,  ac- 
companied by  the  communication  of  the  secretary 
ol  war  of  the  2il  inst.  on  the  same  subject,  along 
with  a  reduced  map  of  the  plan  of  the  bridge,  be 
printed  under  the  ciireclion  of  the  engineer  corps; 
and  that  one  hundred  extra  copies  thereof  be  print- 
ed and  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  use  of  that 
corps. 

This  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  comu)itteebe  discharged  from 
the  lurther  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  the  hou=e  of  representatives  of  the 
survey  from  the  southern  debauche  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal  to  Winyaw  bay,  in  South  Carolina, 
and  that  the  said  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mercer  also  made  a  report  upon  the  subject 
of  a  canal  arouiid  the  Muscle  Shoals  of  tlie  river 
Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Rewloed.  That  the  usual  number  of  the  follow- 
ing named  parts  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  presented  to  the  house  on  the  22d  instant,  in 
relation  to  pensioners,  pension  agents,  and  pay  tnent 
of  pensions,  be,  with  the  resolution  of  inquiry  of 
26th  March,  calling  lor  the  same,  printed  for  this 
house,  viz: 

The  names  of  pensioners  who  have  died  or  been 
dropped  from  the  rolls  since  August,  1834. 

Names  of  pensioners  who  have  been  added  to  the 
roll  of  each  agency  since  .\ugust,  1S.34. 

Statement  Xo.  1.  Showing  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  each  denomination  of  pensioners  payable  at 
the  several  agencies;  the  aggregate  amount  of  mo- 
ney required  to  make  payment,  and  the  names  of 
agents  and  dates  ol  appointment. 

2d.  A  letter  from  the  secretar>'  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  note  of  the  committee,  declining  to  print 
the  statement  therein  alluded  to. 

3d.  A  report  of  the  third  auditor,  showing  the 
unexpended  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  agents. 

Mr.  Mercer  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  cons;ruction 
of  a  road  through  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  at 
HarpT's  Ferry. 

Mr.  Pcarc^,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  refered  the  petition  of  Thomas  Coyle,  relative 
to  his  newly  invented  "American  cement."  rej-or- 
ted  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  of  -SI  50,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  makinj  appropriations  for 
repairs.  Sec.  to  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  said  cement, 

Mr.  Holl,  from  the  select  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  captain  Nathan  Hale. 

Mr./.  IV'.  Jones,  fiom  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  n-lief  of  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  armed  brig  War- 
rior. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  reported  against  the  petition  of  citizens  of 


New  Hampshire,  for  an  appropriation  lor  the  open-  I 
ing  of  the  channel  of  the  Cocheco  branch  ol  the 
I'iscatnqua  river  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Dover.  1 

Mr.  Shields,  from  the  commillce  on  public  lands, 
reported  against  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  19th 
February  last,  lelative  to  the  lands  for  the  olllcers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Viiginia  state  line  of  the  rovo- 
luiion. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  rnhlic  lanils. 
reported  af;ainsl  the  petition  of  thi'  iidiabitanis  of 
Ohio,  for  a  donation  of  land  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Sylvania  .'Academy. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  same  commiltcp,  re- 
ported against  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Hamp- 
shire, Virginia,  for  relief  from  the  oppressioii  of 
tire  postmaster  general  and  his  contractors. 

^Ir.  Chapman,  from  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reported,  without  ameiulment,  senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Georgia  railroad  company. 

Also,  with  amendments,  senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlors  on  the  public  lands,  who  weie 
deprived  of  the  boneflts  oi'  the  act  cranting  pre- 
emption rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  IHth 
June,  l.S.'>4;  the  corisideration  of  which  bill  was 
postponed  till  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Yell,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  anrendmcnt,  seriate  Mil  to  authorize  the 
location  of  the  pre-emption  certificates,  given  by 
the  register  of  the  land  otfiie  at  Batesville,  in  Ar- 
kansas, under  the  act  of  the  2fith  May,  1824,  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  lor  sale  in  the  state  of  .Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.  Harlan  rcjiorted,  with  amendments,  senate 
bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands  per- 
mitted to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the  tracts  had 
been  olfered  at  public  sale;  the  said  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  tn-nionow. 

Mr.  HarUnt.  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported,  with  amendments,  senate  hill  to 
confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  public  lands,  irn- 
der  the  act  of  the  I9ih  June,  1S34. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported,  with  amendments,  senate  bill,  entitled 
an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  lor  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservalions  of  land  un- 
der the  14111  article  of  the  treaty  of  1S30,  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
adopted  on  the  281h  of  May  nllimo,  "requiring" 
the  judiciary  committee  to  report  on  certain  reso- 
lutions and  petitions,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  fixing  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  district  courts  for  the  northern  district 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  public  build 
ings,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committer  on  public  build- 
ings, under  the  direction,  and  upon  a  plan  to  be 
previously  approved  by  the  speaker,  cause  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  reprcsenlatives  to  be  altered  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  by  changing  the  position  of 
the  speaker's  chair  and  clerk's  table  to  the  op|.osite 
side  of  the  hall,  and  reversing  the  location  of  the 
desks  of  the  members,  elevating  and  conforming 
the  floor  to  such  order  of  arrangement,  so  as,  in 
the  general  design,  to  restore  tlie  arrangement  of 
the  chair  and  seals  of  the  members  to  the  state  in 
which  they  existed  previous  to  the  alteration  au- 
thorized by  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  first 
session  of  the  22d  congress,  and  that  the  expense 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cambrehng  thought  the  chair  of  the  speaker 
ought  to  be  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  hall,  where 
it  usfd  to  be.  He  also  cxpresseil  the  opinion  that 
the  floor  should  be  level.  As  to  hearing,  he  found 
no  such  great  difliculty  on  this  score. 

Mr.  6>rgeon(  disaireed  with  some  of  these  views. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  a  change  like  that  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  should  take  place. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded,  put.  and  the  main  question  ordered, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  And  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

On  motion  o(  Mr,  .^i/nms,  the  bills  before  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  the  remission  of  duties  on 
the  importation  of  iron  for  iron  steamboats  were 
made  the  special  order  for  one  hour  after  recess,  on 
Saturday  next, 

Mr.  Ingham  asked  leave  to  move  that  next  Mon- 
day be  specially  devoted  to  the  consideration  ofbills 
reported  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs.  Mr. 
CirmftrcJeng  said  that  there  were  several  important 
approprialion  bills  yet  to  be  acted  on.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  no  special  ciders.     Mr.  Ingham,  in- 


sisting, Mr.  Petrihin  enlen  d  an  obji  clinn  lo  the  re- 
quest lor  leave;  and  Mi.  Ligham,  stating  the  great 
importance  of  the  business  which  hewislud  to  have 
consiilerid,  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  The 
motion  to  suspend  was  lost — "9  lo  48. 

Mr.  7'i//iii^Aas/ askrd  and  obtained  leave  to  pic- 
sent  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Wrialit,  of  Foster, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  ciiinpensotion  lor  loss  by  i.\c. 
precialion  of  paper  monej;  which  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims.  }>\r.  Jldnms  anA  Mr.  Lyon  also  had  leave 
lo  oiler  certain  pelitioiis. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, moved  lo  be  dischaiged  Ircm  ll.c  further  con- 
sidi  ration  of  the  resolution  diiecting  the  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  Ihe  causes  of  the  luilurc  of 
the  last  term  of  Ihecirciiit  court  of  IheUnited  Slatrs 
for  Ihe  slate  of  Louisiana;  and  info  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  disliict  judge  lor  said  state,  for 
altempling  to  remove  the  clerk  of  Ihe  ciiciiil  and 
district  courts  wilhout  cause,  on  Ihe  ground  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  before  Ihe  close  of  the 
session  lo  obtain  testimony  w  ith  respect  lo  Ihe  sub- 
jects of  inquiry;  and  the  committee  was  discharg- 
ed accordingly. 

The  army  bill  was  then  resumed,  in  committep  of 
the  whole,  and  it  was  defended  at  length  by  Mr. 
Branson,  of  New-  York. 

-F.VENl.N'C    SESSION. 

The  senate's  bill  lor  increasing  the  military  es- 
lablishiiient,  being  the  unfinished  business  in  com- 
initlce  of  the  whol, — 

i\lr.  ISrunfon  resumed  and  concludtd  his  rcmaiks 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  first  amendment  pro- 
posi  d  by  Ihe  committee  on  military  allairs,  Mr. 
/■'iV/hioi-c  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  reason  whv  new 
compaiiiesof  artillery  v\ere  proposed  to  he  formed 
instead  of  retaining  the  present  number  of  compa- 
nies, and  increasing  Ihe  number  ol  men?  Mr. 
McKay  e,vplain(d,  Mr.  Harrison  objected  to  the 
pro\  isioiis  in  the  conimiltee's  amendment  as  being 
utterly  ineliicient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  counir)  ; 
and  so  strongly  was  he  opjiosed  lo  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  amendment,  that,  to  prevent  it,  he  should  avail 
himself  of  there  being  no  quorum  present  to  move 
for  the  rising  of  Ihe  committee.  Mr.  Mason  dis- 
suaded him  from  this  course,  as  the  vote  in  commit- 
lee  was  not  final.  A  quorum  would  soon  be  in  at- 
tendance. Mr.  Harrison  then  made  some  further 
remarks  to  show  how  insuflicicnt  the  proposed  force 
was  lor  the  protection  o*'  the  western  frontier. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  military  committee,  (the  general  ef- 
fect of  which  is  to  reduce  the  quantum  of  addition- 
al force  proposed  by  the  senate,)  the  said  amend- 
mi'iits  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  now  moved  a  second  amendment, 
proposing  the  organization  of"  an  ai'ditional  regi- 
ment ol  infantry."  Mr-.  Harrison  movrd  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  addin;  also  a  regiment  of  rifle- 
men. He  made  some  remarks  on  the  efficiency  of 
such  a  corps,  and  especially  on  its  adaptation  to  In- 
dian warfare.  He  referred,  as  an  illustration,  to  the 
service  performed  during  the  revolution  by  Moi  jan's 
riflemen,  and  during  the  last  war  by  Forsyth's  rifle 
corps.  Mr.  ./l/cA'ui/ailmifted  the  correctness  of  Ibis 
statement,  but  opposed  the  amendment  because  Ihe 
bill  already  contained  a  provision  empowering  the 
president,  at  his  discretion,  to  convert  one  regiment 
of  infantry,  or  of  artillery,  into  a  resiment  of  lifle- 
meri,  Mr.  Harrison  thought  that  provision  did  not 
meet  the  necessity  of  Ihe  case.  Corps  of  that  de- 
scription would  be  unskilled  in  the  use  of  Ihe  rifle, 
and  unpractised  in  Ihe  duly  of  a  rifle  corps.  He 
was  opposed  to  lodging  too  much  discretionary 
power  in  the  executive,  as  being  dangerous  and 
pernicious.  Mr.  Croryinquired  whetherthere  wore 
any  rifle  companies  or  light  infantry  at  present  in 
the  arij.y.'  Mr.  McKay  replying  in  the  negative, 
Mr.  Crary  supported  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Harrison  as  necessary  and  proper.  Mr.  Grrn- 
nrlt  lepliod  and  supported  the  position  taken  by  J\Ir. 
McKay  in  opposition  lo  the  amendment,  as  render- 
ed unnecessary  by  Ihe  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  e.xpresscd  hi-5  willinjrness  to 
vote  for  such  an  increase  of  the  army  as  he  deemed 
necessary  lor  the  protection  of  the  western  fionlier. 
He  was  opposed  to  any  increase  of  officers,  :,n\-e  in 
the  ordnance  department.  He  advocated  llie  em- 
ployment of  riflemen  and  mounted  rangers  as  the 
best  troops  to  contend  with  Indians;  anrl  explained 
his  plan  for  aucmenling  the  rank  and  file,  so  as  to 
give,  in  all,  an  increase  of  2, .500  men.  He  was  op- 
posed lo  havinir  a  coneral-in-chief  residing  at  Wash- 
iii:ton,  but  would  have  Ihe  army  in  two  divisions, 
a  major  general  at  Ihe  head  of  each,  and  these  ac- 
countable immediately  to  the  war  department  and 
the  president. 

Mr.  Pope  approved  this  plan,  and  thought  it  would 
unite  the  votes  of  the  house.    He  was  in  favor  of 
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e^itiiblisliiiv^  a  line  of  posts  on  the  west..™  frontier, 
but  iliM  iiot'lliink  any  additional  regiment  was  iie- 
c."5sary  for  the  northern  boundary  ot  the  union. 
He  was  for  relyinif,  in  an  .^niprsency,  on  the  luilitia 
and  volunteer  corps.  IWr.  .Sconson  explained.  He 
had  not  wished  troops  on  tlie  northern  irontier  to 
drfrud  the  inhabitants  against  the  British.  Mr. 
Wiw  unpiired  whether  they  were  to  protect  the 
Britisli  against  oar  own  people?  Mr.  Branson,  re- 
plied  in  the  neg.itive;  but  only  to  keep  up  the  na- 
tional police,  and  enforce  tiw  observance  of  pacific 
conduct  toward  our  neighbors. 

Mr.  Pope  2;ava  a  number  of  statements  to  show 
the  elficiency  of  militia  and  volunteers,  as  the  best 
troops  to  fight  the  Indians,  He  co.niQeuted  with 
3om3  severity  on  the  expense  and  indulgence  of 
our  modern  troops,  in  contrast  with  those  who  had 
settled  the  wilderness;  in  the  use  of  umbrellas, 
porter,  champaigne,  Sec.  In  former  times,  each 
man  found  his  own  musket  or  lifle,  hisaramunilion, 
horse,  kc.  He  was  opposed  to  increasing  a  stand- 
ing army,  and  ridiculed  the  employment  of  Euro- 
pean tactics  against  Indians. 

M'-.  Mercer  reminde  I  the  house  that  the  amend- 
ments suggested  by  Jlr.  Thompson  were  not  now 
bifor;;  the'house,  but  only  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
H urison  for  a  ritle  regiment.  He  approved  of  the 
raising  of  such  a  corpse  as  highly  efficient  in  the 
defence  of  a  frontier  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  In- 
dians. He  suggested  the  propriety  of  aline  of  posts, 
at  65,  or  75,  or  lO:)  miles'  distance  from  each  other, 
with  stockades  and  blockhouses,  to  which  the  wo- 
men and  children  might  flee  for  protection  in  case 
of  lioitilities  on  the  fronti'?r;  and  the  employment 
of  mounted  men,  with  videttes  to  give  the  alarm 
an  \  cj.ivey  the  intelligence  of  any  inroad,  &e. 

As  to  the  northern  frontier,  the  excesses  there 
were  not  to  be  repressed  by  an  armed  force,  but  by 
the  m:)ral  foree  of  tti3  ch\ricter  of  the  commander. 
It  was  easy,  he  argued,  to  convert  troops,  once 
well  drilled  as  infantry,  either  into  riflemen  or  light 
infantry,  by  a  few  days'  discipline,  8ic. 

Mr.  Ree  I  thought  that  the  necessary  garrisons 
for  the  frontier  might  all  be  sjiared,  in  time  of  peace, 
from  the  torts  on  the  seaboard,  and  let  their  place 
be  .supplied  by  a  few  skilful  artificers,  who  would 
keep  the  arms  and  fortifications  in  order.  He  was 
for  the  smillest  practicable  increase  of  a  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace.  Mr.  {Villiam'i,  of  North 
Carolina,  sugg -sted  a  doubt  whether  the  vote  b/ 
which  the  (irst  ameiiJ.neut  of  the  military  co.nmit- 
tee  hid  been  a.lopted  could  be  regarded  as  a  deci- 
sion by  the  com  nittee,  no  q  lorum  having  then  bjen 
present. 

This  objection  was  overruled  by  the  Chair,  as  no 
count  had  b:en  taken,  nor  any  objection  made  at 
the  lime,  and  40  no.i  constat  bat  there  was  a  quorum. 

Mr.  MclCi'j  further  explained.  The  amendment 
moved  by  hi, a  by  instruction  of  a  majority  of  the 
military  committee  was  no  favorite  of  his.  He 
should  prefer  raising  the  existing  compmies  to 
eighty  men  each,  and  giving  the  president  discre- 
tionary power  to  increase  thera,  when  necessary,  to 
one  hundred.  [M^r.  iVise  now  took  the  floor  in  a 
general  speech  (to  be  fully  reported  hereafter) 
against  the  whole  bill,  which  he  denounced  as  an 
executive  measure,  dangerous  to  the  liberty,  and 
akin  to  the  increase  of  the  Praetorian  bands  by  Au- 
gustus and  Tiberuis.] 

Mr.  Veil,  of  Arkansas,  followed  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  he  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  increase  of  the  army  to  meet  the  dan- 
gers to  our  western  popiilatio.i,  which  had  been 
created  by  the  act  of  the  government  itself,  in  re- 
moving so  great  a  body  of  Indians,  and  congrega- 
ting tliem  on  the  borders  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
He  gave  reasons  why  he  did  not  go  for  the  whole 
increase  proposed  by  the  senate's  bill,  although 
such  might  be  the  wish  of  his  people;  he  trusted  to 
convince  them  that  a  smaller  force  would  be  ade- 
quate. Bat,  unless  this  were  to  be  given,  he  hoped 
all  garrisons  would  be  removed,  and  the  western 
people  lolt  to  defenil  themselves. 

Mr.  Jenifer  w^i  strongly  in  favor  of  increasing 
the  army  30  far  as  might  be  necessary  to  protect 
our  citizens  against  the  threatened  dangers  of  an  In- 
dian war;  but  was  for  leaving  the  disposition  of  the 
force,  and  the  whole  regulation  of  the  plan  of  de- 
fence to  the  appropriate  department. 

Mr.  Bell,  alter  exoressing  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  dispose  of  the  bill  without  one 
more  day's  discussion  in  committee,  moved  that  the 
com  nittee  rise.  Mr.  MclCmj  remonstrated;  but  the 
mill  lu  pivv.iiled:  Ayes  61,  noes  56.  So  the  com- 
iiiiilr  ■  rn'  :i:id  repoited  progress;  and  then  the 
the  hi.iH-  alj  lur'.e.l. 

J'l'Kil  ?■/.  Jii.iir  23.  After  making  some  correc- 
li<iii  ul  the  I'lurnal,  M.r.  .Hilams,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  door,  yii  Idril  it  to  accommodate  Mr.  Toland,\v\\o 
offered  a  resolution  to  amend  the  standing  joint  rules 
of  proceeding  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 


That,  after  six  days  from  the  commencement  of  1 
a  second  or  subsequent  session  (except  the  final  ses- 
sion) of  any  congress,  all  Dills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions which  shall  have  passed  in  or.e  house,  and 
which  remain  undetermined  in  the  other,  shall  be 
resumed  and  acted  on  as  if  an  adjournment  had  not 
taken  place. 

Tills  motion  lies  one  day. 

Mr.  Randotp'i  and  Mr.  Tdjlor  reported  certain 
senate  bills. 

Mr.  .Idams  then  proceeded  in  support  of  his 
amen  Inient  to  the  Texas  report,  Etc.  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour.  Mr.  Kilgore  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  call  up  his  resolution  to  repeal 
the  small-note  section  of  the  act  of  1S:J6.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken  on  this  resolution,  and  re- 
sulted:'Yeas  101,  nays  31— (not  two-thirds.)  So 
the  rules  were  not  .suspended. 

Mr.  Rencher  obtained  leave  to  o.Ter  the  follow- 
ing: 

Re-soloed,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  tem- 
porary investment  of  tile  Smithsonian  legacy  as 
sion  as  it  s!ia!l  be  received  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Tne  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Callwm  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
ot  yesterday  adopting  the  following  resolution: 

"Resoloed,  That  the  resolution  of  the  house 
adopted  on  the  •23th  of  May  ultimo,  'requiring'  the 
juJiciary  comuaittee  to  report  on  certain  resolu- 
tions and  petitions,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded." 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  lies  over. 

On  motion  Mr.  Hinter,o(  Ohio, 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
take  into  consideration  the  necessity  ot  making  an 
appropriation  to  defray  tlie  expenses  of  a  treaty 
now  pending  with  the  Wyandott  Indians,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  st.ate  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  senate's 
bill  for  increasing  the  army. 

Mr.  Bsll,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bill;  opposing  a  large  increase  of  the 
araiv,  bit  in  favor  of  increasing  it  to  a  small  extent. 

The  house  took  its  usual  recess  at  2  o'clock. 

EVE>fI>fG     SESSION 

After  the  recess,  the  senate  bill,  proposing  to  in- 
crease to  a  certain  extent  the  military  establish- 
ment, was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
IViUiimi,  of  North  Carolina,  Grennell,  Everett, 
Etum'i,  Bri<^2:i,  Hrrri^o.i,  Tolmsin,  of  Louisiana, 
Robertson,  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  and  Branson. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Harrison  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  viz.  "And  there  shall  also 
be  one  regiment  of  riflemen  raised  to  be  officered 
and  organized  as  regiments  of  infantry  herein  pro- 
vided for,"  was  then  rejcclcd  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  insert  the  lollowing  as  section  second,  was 
adopted: 

"S>c.  2.  ,3.id  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  raised  and  organized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  one  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  composed  of  the  same  number 
and  rank  ol  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
mu.sicians,  and  privates,  co:nposin^  the  regiments 
of  infantry  now  in  the  service  ot'the  United  States, 
who  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regiilations  which 
now  apply  foolher  regiments  of  infantry,  as  pro- 
vided lor  in  this  act." 

Mr.  Bri^igs  moved  to  amend  this  section  by  in- 
serting "ibr  the  term  of  two  years"  after  the  word 
"infintry"  in  the  third  line.     Lost. 

The  following  amendments,  reported  by  the 
military  committee,  were  then  acted  on  and  iidojit- 
ed,   viz. 

"In  section  two  strike  out  the  proviso." 

"In  section  seven,  line  tour,  strike  out  'four'  and 
insert  two.'" 

"In  section  nine,  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  for  'quar- 
termaster generals'  read  'qnartermastei-s  general;' 
and  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines,  for  'depiiTy  quar- 
termaster generals'  read  deputy  quartermasters  gen- 
eral."' 

"In  section  thirteenth,  fifth  line,  after  the  word 
'majors,'  insert  'and  by  the  transfer  to  and  appoint- 
ment in  of;  and  after  'lieutenants,'  insert  'of  artil- 
lery.' " 

'■In  section  fourteenth,  line  fifteen,  after  the 
word  'ordnance,'  add  'equal  to  a  company  of  artil- 
lery.' " 

"In  section  fifteen,  strike  out  to  'that,'  in  the 
fourth  line;  and  in  the  fourth  line,  after  'staff,'  insert 
'exclusive  of  general  officers;'  anrl  at  the  end  of  the 
sentence  add  this  proviso:  'Provided,  That,  in  cases 
where  officers  are  entitled  to  and  receive  double  ra- 
tions, the  additional  one  allowed  in  this  section 


shall  not  be  included  in  the  number  to  be  doubled. 
Strike  out  the  remainder  of  the  section." 

The  following  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
then  taken  up: 

Section  sixteen,  strike  out  the  whole  after  the' 
enacting  clause,  and  insert: 

"That  from  and  after  fhe  passage  of  this  act,  all 
enlistments  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  lor  five  years,  and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  non- 
commissinnetl  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: to  each  sergeant  major,  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, and  chief  musician,  seventeen  dollars;  to 
each  first  sergeant  of  a  company,  sixteen  dollars; 
to  all  other  sergeants,  thirteen  oollars;  to  each  cor- 
poral nine  dollars;  and  to  each  musician  and  pri- 
vate soldier,  seven  dollars." 

Mr.  Pc/nVvi/j  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  was  to  compensate  sol- 
diers for  labor  on  military  roads,  &c. 

Mr.  Cushinan  offered  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear.  It 
was  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  as  was  the 
following: 

"Section  17.  The  whole  to  be  stricicen  out." 

The  19th  section-of  the  bill,  providing  for  a  chap- 
lain to  each  regiment,  it  was  proposed  by  the  coai- 
mitfee  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Mallonj  moved  so  to  amend  the  section  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  perform  the 
duties  of  schoolmaster  to  the  regiment.     Adopted, 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  section 
was  then  decided  by  tellers  as  follows:  Ayes  53, 
noes  SI.     So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost. 

Mr.  Randolph  proposed  to  amend  this  19th  sec- 
tion so  as  to  require  that  the  ch.iplain  be  a  regular 
licensed  clergyman  of  some  religious  denomination. 
Lost.  The  fjllowing  amendment  of  the  committee 
was  then  adopted: 

"Section  20.  Strike  out  all  of  the  word  'that,'  in 
the  seventh  line;  and,  also,  in  the  ninth  line,  strike 
out 'like,'  and  add  -now  allowed  to  the  professor  of 
mathematics;  and  the  secretary  of  war  may  assign  to 
the  said  professor  an  assistant,  to  he  taken  from  the 
officers  of  the  line  or  cadets;  which  assistant  pro- 
fessor will  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  allowed 
to  other  assistant  professors.'  " 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion. Lost.  The  following  amendments,  proposed 
by    the   committee,  were  adopted: 

"Section  21.  In  the  fourth  line,  after  the  word 
'empowered,'  add  'by  and  with  the  approbation  of 
the  secretary  of  war.'  " 

"Section  22.  In  the  third  line  strike  out  'the 
chief  engineer.'  " 

The  amendments  offered  by  the  committee,  add- 
ing eleven  new  sections  of  modifications  in  detail 
of  certain  army  arrangements  and  regulations, 
were  then  adopted. 

Some  other  amendments  wore  offered  to  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  bill  by  various  members,  but 
vrofe  mostly  rejected  by  the  committee.  Pending 
a  proposition  to  strike  out  a  seclion  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding the  payment  to  the  paymasters  of  the  army 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amounts  disbursed,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  that  the  cominiltee  (quarter  before 
9  o'clock)  liso.  Three  counts  were  made  by  the 
chairman,  and  no  quorum  appeared.  The  chair- 
man left  the  chair,  and  repoited  Ihis  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr  I[7//iams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  ad- 
journment. The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost:  Ayes 
54,  noes  67;  and  a  quorum  thus  appearing,  the 
chairman  resumed  his  seat  in  commiltee  of  the 
wnole. 

iVlr.  Rives  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion in  question,  and  Mr.  Moutgomcnj  was  against 
it,  and  Ihe  amendment  then  prevailed,  and  the  sec- 
tion was  striken  out.  The  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  amended,  were  then  adopted. 

Jlr.  Keinble  moved  several  amendments,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  would  be  to  allow  to  officers  of  the 
army  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  (except  forage,) 
as  are  now  allowed  to  officers  of  dragoons.  Sec.  isc. 
Wiiich  motion  was  negatived. 

Some  other  amendments,  which  the  reporter 
could  not  gather,  were  offered,  and  j-yVcteZ.  Among 
them  was  the  proposilion  of  Mr.  Wise  to  strike  oift 
the  2d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  Slh,  9th,  11th,  and  13th  sec- 
tions of  the  bill. 

The  commiltee,  on  motion,  then  rose,  and  re- 
ported the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Brigis  then  moved  that  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, be  printed.     Ordered. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
23d  instant,  in  respect  to  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing, calling  for  information  as  to  whether,  in  re- 
suming the  works  upon  said  biiililinu-,  it  is  intended 
that  any  portion  of  the  walls,  at  their  northern  and 
southern  extremeties,  are  to  be  removed,  &c. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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THE    PAST — THE    PKKSENT — »'0R   THE    FUTURE. 

PRIVTED    AVD    PUSLISHKn.    EVERY    SATL'RPAV 

BY    WILLIAM     or.DEM    NILES,    EDITOR    AND    PROPRIETOR, 

AT    $0    PER     A.VNUM,     PAYABLE    l.N    APVA.NCE. 

Appointment.  The  lnlkl.^  in;  a|i|'uiiit[iierit  is 
aniiounctd  iii  the  last  tm.nbtr  ol'  llic  "Globo,"  as 
havcrii;  been  conHrmcil  by  the  senate: 

FeUj:  UrunUy,  o{  Tenn.'ss.e,  to  bt:  allomey  gen- 
eral of  the  UiiileJ  States,  Iro.ii  tlie  first  day  ol  Si-p- 
tembor  next. 

Mr.  I'mUdiag  entercit  upon  his  duties  as  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  on  Monday  last. 

Treasury  notes.  Tiie  whole  amounf  of  trea- 
sury notes  authorised  by  the  act  ol  12th  of  October, 
li.l7,  his  bi^eii  issi^d  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted .Sla'rS,  viz:  §"•.'>"".""•'• 

Tne  a:n.'iiMt  returned  to  the  treasury  for  duties 
and  lands,  and  lit  payintiit  of  dcb;s,  is  about 
8(i..j70.OII0. 

flie-e  has  been  issued  up  to  this  day,  under  the 
proiisions  of  the  act  of  21it  of  M  .y,  IvJs,  $4,904,- 
014  25.  Lkvi    U'odi'UURY, 

Secretary  nf  inc  Vreasury. 

Treasury  Deparlinchl,  Jxilyl,  ls3S. 

Mn.  rno.MAs  M.  T.  McKennan  of  Pa.  has,  we 
rPRiet  lo  I'arn,  declined  hi'i.ii;  a candidjte  for  re- 
el^ciioii  to  con;jress.  We  h.u>  wa'ched  .Mr.  McK. 
in  Ins  publK.iljwties  with  .«oi..e  carc^,  and  bearhon- 
or,.ble  te^nu.i^fty  to  the  lailMjil,  .-idij^hteiied  a. id 
hu.iorahh.  m^jrtn^r  in  whictTciuy'  have  been  dis- 
ch3ri^e<l.'«^Iost  sincerely  d^  wvvvis  I  that  happi- 
Di-ss  ni.>;?5»Ktend  him  in  i;eti.reinen:,  and  tirat  the 
halls  of  eoni^K'SS  infy"con':iin  nior3pi'i:iiciansof  his 
old'  lasI.iOMrd,  but  honorable,  charici.  r— men  who 
thiiik  a  id  act,  and  re^^ard  ihe  interests  of  tne  whole 
MUiliy  more  Ihsu  their  popularity  in  Jiuiicomoe! 
J(e  his  at  the  present  session  alone,  rendered  more 
service  than  a  hundred  talking  |Hj,islators. 

..ViE.v  OF  VVash'ngton'.  Mr.  Anderson,  a  pro- 
mising youn,' artist,  lias  jiist  published  a  beautiliil 
liii», rapine  view  of  t  .is  city,  at'ler  an  original 
dr.ivMu.:  Iro  n  his  o«n  pencil.  .^11  the  proininenl 
o^ij  ct-  111  Die  city  and  viciiii  y  are  marked  with 
gr.-at  ,icc  iricy,  and  will  eiiabf,'  all  who  have  not 
seen  th,'  m.tropolis  to  lonn  a  pretty  correct  idea  ol 
its  general  ajipcarance  and  the  adjiieiit  sceneiy. 

Banks,  currenc  v,  &,c.  A  letter  to  the  editor  of 
th."  B  ilii.nore  Anierica.i  contains  the  follov\ing<jra- 
tifyni^  inforinalion: 

PhtUtdelphia  Exch.inge,  JulyS,  1333. 

At  a  nrieetinj  of  Ihe  ^eii.-iarco.niniltee  of  the 
banks  of  the  ciiy  and  coun'y  of  Philadelphia,  held 
at  the  E\:chan.;e  last  evening,  it  was  resolved  tore- 
conimenii  lo  the  banks  jjeneially,  the  1st  day  of  Au- 
gust ni'xt  as  the  ti.iie  to  r .siune  specie  payments. 

It  is  believed  the  raeasurc  uill  be  generally  adopt- 
ed and  carried  into  clfect. 

i'ne  Bank  of  Washiniiton,  of  this  city,  has  issued 
the  loll.).^ing  notice,  under  date  of  the  5lh  instant: 

U"i!h  tiie  view  of  reiHleriii;^  ihe  notes  of  this  in- 
stiliilion  (which  has,  since  Ihe  first  of  September 
last,  been  r.  deeming  all  its  is.-u  'S  in  sokl  and  silver) 
eqiiivaleni  to  specie  throufjhout  the  union,  it  has,  in 
aiiticipaliun  of  the  general  resuinplioti  of  specie 
paymen.s,  eiiecled  .oiich  an  arran^rem  Tit  with  the 
iJj.ik  ol  America,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  all 
n  lies  ol  I. lis  bank,  which  ni  ly  be  put  in  circukitioii 
will,  as  exprr'ssed  Or  their  Ij'ce,  be  with  cf  riainly 
pu!  1  in  specie,  on  ilemand,  either  at  that  bank  or 
this,  at  t.ie  option  of  the  holder. 

I'he  B  ink  of  the  Melii}]K>lis  of  this  city,  has  de- 
clare.l  a  half  yearly  divideml  nf  lour    er  cent. 

The  Brandon  B.ink  (Miss.)  is  handled  with  great 
severity  by  jo.ne  of  the  paners  of  the  state,  while 
others  are  disposed  to  uph  .lif  the  manasjers  of  th« 
coicern  to  the  last  point  of  their  career.  .\s 
aspecinien  of  ucco.diHot/ii/iiitr  spirit  of  Ihe  bank,  it 
is  .iie.ilionerl  ;liat  a  merchant  of  .\atchez  was  otter- 
ed exch.in,;e  on  the  north  at  one,  la-o,  and  three  years 
date!  Tile  first  year  to  b-ar  no  interest,  the  second 
six  per  cent.,  aiicl  the  third  ei^ht  per  ceni! 

A>ic  Tor/,-,  July  6.  The  slock  mnrket  yesterday 
opened  under  the  influence  of  an  improved  leelrng. 
caused  hy  Ihe  intelligence  ol  the  signal  defeat  of 
Mi.  \Vri:;IU's  new  sub  lrfa=nry  bill.  The  amount 
ol  h  jsi.i  vss  transacted  in  slocks,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, was  not  heavy,  but  t  .e  prices  of  almost 
every  dfscriiiiion  sho.v  acoisi.lerahle  improvement 
on  Tinsday's  sales.  U.  S.  bmk  closed  at  119  1-2; 
divnl  nd  on;  Delaware  and  liiidson  .S4  3-4;  Palter, 
sou  Rail  Road  60;  Harlem  d.i  66  3-4;  and  Slonin'- 
Voi.  LIV.— SiG.  19.  ° 


ton  Rail  Koad  62  l-S;  an  advance  of  nearly  4  per 
cent. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Salurdav  last  siys, 
"a  report  is  in  general  cireulalion  in  VVall  street, 
that  Mr.  Biddle  will  be  h.iv  in  a  v\eek  or  ten  d.ns, 
for  the  purpose  of  iiiaLing  arran^emehls  lor  open- 
ing his  new  leink  or  bianiii;  and  lurlher  thai  bank 
eertificates  of  Ihe  western  banks  will  he  nceived  ;il 
v.iy  lavoi  ible  rates.  Whelher  ihe  report  isw.ll 
or  111  loiinded,  we  cannot  say.  Now  the  sub-irea- 
sury  isdelealed.  it  is  a  natural  supposition  that  .Mr. 
Bnidle  will  take  early  steps  to  cany  into  rllecl  Ihe 
eslablishmenl  of  Ihis  bank;  ami  any  anan-ement 
that  can  l)e  mad?  by  which  sonlhern  liiiiils  can  be 
liirned  into  casi,  will  produce  a  most  benehcial  ef 
lect.  The  public  are  siidering  beyond  all  accouni, 
from  the  iiiealest  ilitlicully  in  negotiating.  If  the 
exchanges  on  the  south  can  be  brought  down  to 
froiu  5  to  S  per  cent  ,  instead  of  liom  8  to  20,  as 
they  now  are,  it  will  be  inme  acd  plable." 

Philadetiiliia  inuiiey  marl;el.  Bicknell's  reporter 
of  Tuesday  says:  "towards  the  close  of  last  week, 
our  money  market  was  quite  animated;  though  Ihe 
upwaid  tendency  of  stocks  was  not  so  great  as 
some  had  anticipated.  The  chanire  was  iirodiiced 
hy  Ihe  deleat  of  the  sub-treaMiry  bill.  No  move, 
inent  has,  as  yet,  been  made  by  the  Philadelpliia 
banks.  I'hey  will  meet  on  rhnisday  evening  next, 
but  we  learn  that  they  will  in  all  piohahilily  wait 
the  adjourumenl  ol  con.;ress,  unwilling  tolake  any 
decided  step  until  they  know  the  exact  posilion  in 
which  Ihe  conntrv  and  Ihe  currency  will  be  lelt  by 
eon;;ress.  Mr.  Woodbury's  last  circular  is  still  a 
source  of  great  uneasiness;  but  Ihe  desiie  is  so  ge. 
neral  to  bring  about  a  resumplion,  that  we  should 
not  he  surprised  to  see  soinethins;  atlenipled  in  the 
month  ol  Aimusi;  even  should  Ihe  banks,  hv  such 
a  course,  be  co  n|)  lied  to  a.l^pl  a  more  reslrictive 
policy  v\iih  regard  to  discounts,  than  they  deem 
conducive  to  Ihe  gen'-ral  good." 

We  underslami  that  several  of  Ihe  western  safety 
fund  hanks  have  ri-chned  Ihe  arraiijement  eiilereil 
inio  by  the  Auburn  coinmittee,  and  ihat  Iherefore 
Ihe  nol.  s  of  some  of  these  banks,  il  not  all  of  them, 
may  be  refused  by  Ihe  associaled  New  York  banks. 
This,  however,  should  it  occur,  will  make  no  dif- 
ference, for  arraii;eiiw'nis  have  been  made  by  which 
Ihe  notes  will  c 'niiiiue  to  b-  received  in  New 
York  and  Albany  upon  the  same  'ate  ( 1-2  of  I  per 
cent.)  ol  discouu't.  [JIbany  Eve.  Jovr. 

The  slate  bank  of  Illinois  has  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  yice  dollars  on  each  share  for  the  six  monlhs 
ending  on  the  1st  instant,  payable  lo  the  stock- 
liolders  registered  in  New  York  on  ihe  llth  instant, 
immediately  alter  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. 

DoHon  bunks.  A  l-tler  from  Boston  dated  July 
1st,  states  ihal  all  the  Boslon  banks  and  Ihe  Hank  oi 
I.owell  (whose  circulation  is  over  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,)  have  resumed  specie  payments. 

West  Point  grapuates.  It  is  stated  in  Ihe 
•Globe"  that  Ihe  West  Point  giaduates  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  who  have  beerr  ap|K)inted  .second  lieu- 
tenants in  the  draijoons.  and  in  Ihe  1st,  4ih,  and  filh 
regiments  of  infanry,  and  to  w  hoin  short  leaves  of 
absence'  were  granted  in  general  orders.  No.  18,  of 
the  27th  June,  have  since  been  ordered  lo  report  lo 
g.=  n.  Seolt.  in  the  Clierok  e  coun'ry,  where  their 
services  are  necessary  to  aid  iu  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  lo  the  west. 

New  Hampshire.  The  adminislrati..n  party  in 
New  Himpshire  have  nominaied  John  Page,  cx- 
United  Stales  senator,  lor  governor. 

From  CENTRAL  .^.merica.  We  learn  from  capt. 
Rederson,  of  the  bri;  Palsey  B.  Blonni,  arrived  last 
nisht  from  Omoa  and  Belize,  1st  of  June,  via  Nas- 
sau, New  Providence,  that  Ihe  revolution  in  Central 
America  contimied  in  ihe  interior.  The  revolnlion- 
ary  party,  consistiiii;  ol  about  600  men,  were  head- 
ed by  a  yoimg  and  ignorant  mulatto,  named  I'at- 
rera,  who  with  his  party  were  coinnii-t'ini;  depre- 
dalKini  of  all  kinds,  and' several  Iravehers  had  been 
robbed  and  murdered  by  them. 

The  province.;  of  Costa  Hica  and  Nicaraiua  had 
declar.'d  Iheir  independence,  and  that  ol  Honduras, 
it  was  exT'cted.  would  af«o  giie  up  it?  allegiance 
to  the  Central  .\1nerican701ernment.  G.  W.  ,Monl 
goinery,  bearer  ol  depatchcs  from  the  United  Stat,  3 


fur  (iii.iieinol.i.  Ii 
!lhis  aiiiial  ueai 
N.  P.  Gj7.tlle,  t. 
unimporluiil. 


anned  salely  al  Ihal  phjce.    By 
alM,  m  posstsMun  ol  the  Nassau 
le    23d  111'.,  bul  ils   cuntenls  are 
[Kalliinuie  Jlmerican. 


NoRTHEu;;  fpontier.  From  Ihe  Itoihesler  De- 
7  <.-.,(  of  Ihc  27(/i  iiiSl.  lietrmt  af  Hie  /all  lots. 
>V'e  1^  ii.i  Irom  Samuel  Hiron,  esq.  .  dilor  ol  Ihe 
iJu,,  .3  (U.  C.)  Ga/.e!le,  who  ean.e  over  in  Ihe 
Traveller  yesterday  111.^1  i.iiiLS  ''i"'  'lu'  patriots  lelt 
the  .Siiorl  I'hlls  on'S.ilurday  niijiil.  and  moud  to- 
vvaitls  the  Gr.iiid  river.  This  inn  lligince  reached 
Hamillon  on  Sunday,  and  Me.Njbbwas  immediate- 
ly or.leivd  i.nl  vmiI,  the  3d  Gore  ie«imenl,  to  11. ct 
and  a;tack  the  patriots  al  Shoal's  Ia\ern,  about 
14  miles  from  Hau.iilon,  on  the  (Jrand  rivi  r  load. 

II  was  supposed  by  many  thai  the  palrioH  would 
reach  Ihe  point  before  Ihe'rnyaiist  lioo|«i.  ll  lln-y 
did.  Iliey  could  very  easily  make  :.ood  Iheir  relp  at 
into  the  Loudon  district,  where  il  way  sijfifcsed 
laii;e  reiiiforcemenls  would  imiuedialely  join  ihein. 

Captain  Carr,  the  Imliaii  leaihi,  has  gone  in 
among  the  Grand  river  Indians,  I.)  i.,ducj  tlieui  lo 
hunt  out  the  patiiots. 

Four  regiments,  the  Beverly.  Ihe  3d  Gore,  the 
Queen's  Own,  and  the  Queen's  Rangers,  logcthi  r 
will!  Iw'oorthr.  e  companies  of  regulars, i3  llie  lorce 
now  in  puisnit  of  the  patriots. 

A  letter  leci  ivcd  by  a  young  geiitlt'inaii  in  Ihis 
city  Irom  his  molher  in  Toronto,  sajs  that  gov. 
.Vithnrand  his  council  are  now  in  session  at  Nia- 
gara, and  thai  13  prisoners  are  there  being  tried. 
II  convicted  they  will,  according  to  a  law  passed 
last  wilder,  be  iiuinedialely  shot. 

Sltnmboal  on  Lake  Erie.  In  pursuance  of  in- 
structions lioiii  Ihe  war  deparlmeni,  ihesleauiboat 
Eiie.  burden  of  nearly  150  tons,  has  been  rliaitered 
lor  Ihe  servicr  ol  the  United  Stales  upon  Ihis  lake. 
This  boat  is  to  be  placid  uniler  direcium  ol  an  olii- 
cer  lo  be  detailed  lor  that  service  hy  Major  Young, 
ill  command  of  the  United  Stales  lorce  stationed  at 
this  point.  Sli«  will  be  sailed  by  her  captain  and 
crew  as  before. 


F.om  Ike  nuff,:lo,  {.X.   Y.)  Cnmmerrial  0/  the  30lh  ull. 

jYocy  Istaiid.  It  is  tiue,  as  we  sialid  yester- 
day. 11  at  Navy  Island  was  reocciipinl,  but  not  by 
any  loiy  blood-ihirsly  palrioU.  A  small  parly  of 
lliein,  w'l.o  wished  lo  eiijiiy  a  praclical  joke  al  Ihe 
expense  of  Ihe  royalists,  went  on  the  island  at  the 
time  staltd,  and  fired  a  few  muskel  shots  across  up- 
on the  main  land.  The  alarm  was  instanlly  i;i\en, 
and  expresses  slar:td  olf  with  the  inlniinalion  that 
the  island  ban  been  reoceiipied  by  a  large  force. 

.Ml  being  still  last  evening  or  Ihis  morning,  Ihe 
island  was  explored,  and  Ihe  paliiois  were  found  to 
have  Naniuhid.  This,  wt  are  assun  d  by  ijenlleii.tu 
from  Canada,  is  the  Irue  leisioii  of  the  story. 

Mr  Cumming,  of  Ihe  Bank  of  Montreal,  has  re- 
turned to  that  place,  having  succeeded  in  oblaining 
all  the  money  belongingtolhatestahlishineni.  which 
was  slolen  irom  George  Anidjo.  esq.,  atthe  lime 
the  .Sir  lioberl  Peel  was  plundered  and  burned. 

The  tiial  of  Ihe  prisoners  charged  wilh  Ihe  hurn- 
i:ig  and  plundeiing  of  the  lioberl  Peel,  came  on  be- 
foie  Jiid.'c  Cushman,  at  Watiilown,  on  Friday 
week.  That  of  .Ahderfon, on  the  charge  of  aison, 
which  was  Ihe  fiist  case  taken  up,  was  cominillid 
to  the  jury  on  Tuesday  all' moon,  and  n  sidled  in 
aveniict  Oi"  "ni>t,»:niliy" — when  Ihe  prisoner  was 
remaniled  to  await  his  trial  on  anoihei  indietmei.t. 
On  Wednesday.  Foiwaid,  indicted  lor  the  .-aine  of- 
fence, was  anaigned:  but  the  liial  was  peslponrd, 
on  motion  of  Ihe  prisoner's  coiinsfd,  as  will  as  those 
of  all  concerned  in  lie  Hlfair.  for  lie  purpose  of  rro- 
curing  leiiiii.ony.  "It  is  expecli  d."  says  the  Wa- 
terlovin  Jeheisoiii^n,  "that  a  special  oyer  and  ter- 
miner will  be  held  lor  the  trial  of  these  prisoners — 
Ihe  j«il  haling  been  cleared  of  all  olhers  at  the  lata 
term."  [Jrgus. 

Canada  fbontilh — orpfps  no.  1. 

Jlenii  Qiwrlers  of  Ihe  Jlrmy, 

Sackell's  Harbor,  June  23,  \S?.S. 

I.     The    nia'or    general    coii.inanding-in  chiff, 

having  uiovcd  liis  h^ad  quarters  lo  Ihe  Canada  Iron- 

liei,  If.e  conimaii'iing  olficeis  ol  Ihe  tmops  on  that 

li'ie  will,  besidro  rende:ini,'  the  usual   relurn  to  Ilia 

aiij-..3n'.  goncral's  office  at  Washington,  make  re- 
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tuins  to  general  head  quarters  at  Sacketts  Harbor, 
Uiitil  lurllier  orders,  and  will  address  Ihe  general  on 
nj  .tiers  relating  to  the  state  ol  aliairs  on  llie  bolder, 


all 


oilcn  as  aiiy'iliing  iinijortant  uiay  occur.     Fronj 
oilier  qiiaiters,  general  and  oilier  offict  rs  in  coni- 


the  sliore  on  the  British  side  of  the  Niagara  river, 
coming  lioni  or  going  to  the  United  States  tenito- 
rj',   unless  he  sliah  give  a  lull  and  reasonable  ac 


ui...,d  uili  address  iljeir  coninuinicalions  to  the  ad- 
fulaiit  geneial  at  Wasliiiiglon,  as  usual. 

11.  'Bii-adier  general  Brady  uill  command  on 
the  linntier  Irom  Bullalo  to  the  nortliein  extremity 
ot  the  Uniltd  btates— head  quarters,  Detioit. 

Major  Young,  ot  the  3d  inlantry,  on  the  Niagara 
frontier — head  quarters,  BuHalo. 

Lieut,  colonel  Cuminings,  of  the  2d  infantry, 
from  Fort  Niagara  to  where  the  4.5th  degree  ot 
north  lalilude  strikes  the  St.  Lawrence— head  quar- 
ters, Sackeils  Harbor. 

Colonel  Cutler,  of  the  4th  infantry,  from  the  St. 
Lawrence,  along  the  boundary  liiie  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain — head  quarters,  Plattsbuigh. 

Major  Churchill,  of  the  3d  artillery,  from  Lake 
Chainplain,  along  the  frontier  of  Vermont— head 
quarters  at  Swanton,  or  any  other  suitable  place 
near  the  line. 

And  major  Clark,  of  the  2d  infantry,  the  remain- 
der of  the  Irontier,  to  the  sea  coast — head  quarters, 
Houllon. 

As  the  foregoing  is  but  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment, it  will  not  interfere  with  the  one  heretolore 
announced  in  general  orders,  assigning  ofiicers  to 
the  coiiiniaurt  of  military  districts. 

HI.     The  ohject   of  this   arrangement   of 
mands  is  to  preseive  the  peace  of  the  border  and  to 


Ollfi. 


i|.i, 


the  olficeis  and  citizens  of  St.  Clair  will,  il  is 
deiitiy  ho|i(  d,  crush  ai.olhei  ol  11  (te  ii.cipi 
ical  ex|  tdiiinns  which  ha\e  liom  tm.e  to  iiu;e  an- 
t'ouiit  ol  himself, amfshow  ihat  he  is  coming  or  go-    noyed  onr  liontier.  [Dtliuil  j.avciUu: 

ing  in  the  prosecution  ol  his  lawful  anair-  and  bii-  l^hI  Durham  has  issued  an  ordii.ance,  by  \iitue 
siness,  which  person  shall  be  luinished  with  a  pass-  ^i  spj.cjal  powers  enUnstid  to  him,  banishing  to  the 
port,  to  secure  him  from  further  hindrance  or  mo-  ,s|,,i,d  ol  B,  imiida,  M.ssis.  Woiir.  d  Ntl.>-oii,  Biu- 
lestation.  chelle,  Mger,  Maithessaull,  Gauvin,  Gondii,  Des 

And  1  do  hereby  earnestly  call  upon  all  niagis-  Rjvieres,  and  Masson,  now  in  custody,  liny  Laving 
trates,  ofhcers,  and  olhir  loyal  subjects  ot  the  acknowledged  theu.silvis  gniliy  ol  high  lieason. 
queen,  lor  their  best  united  exertion  in  restoring  They  are  to  reu.ain  at  Beimuda  dining  In  r  majes- 
the  peace  and  iranqiiillily  of  the  province,  in  the  ,^'5  pleasure,  subjtct  to  such  rtsirainl  as  ii.uy  be 
prevention  of  crime  and  disorder,  and  in  the  appre-  n,  cessaiy  to  prevent  their  relum  to  Canacio.  A 
hension  ol  the  guilty;  and  1  assure  them  of  every  number  ol  others  who  have  abscoiidcd,amoi  g  wlom 
supnoit  and  assistance  which  n^ay  be  requiifd  lor  L^e  uieiitioned  Piiiiineau,  Kolirl  Nilson,  Cote, 
these  pniposes,  to  the  iitnrst  extent  ol  the  civil  o'Callaghaii,  and  Rodier,  men.btis  ol  II. e  late  as- 
and  military  powers,  which  her  majesty  has  been  sm,[j|y,  are  lorbidden  to  leliiin  to  the  pie%ii.cis, 
pleased  to  place  in  my  hands.  )  without  permission  Horn  governmmt,  on  penally  ot 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  To-    conviction  'or  high  treason,  nnlil  the   restoialion  of 
ronto,  this  22d  day  ol  June,  in  the  year  of    t,aiiqnillily  shall  render  such  peiniii-sion  picpir. 
Lord,  1838,  and  ol  her  majesty's  reign        ^  pioclauiation  has  also  been  issufd,  declaring 


the  second. 
By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Geoege  Arthur. 


C.  A.  Hager.MjI 
D.  Cameron,  secrelari/. 


,  ait'ij.  geii'l. 


Laicr.    The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  30th  June 
has  the  (ollowing  jnlorination: 

The  following  intelligence  brought  by  the  Daniel 
Webster,  direct  Irom  U.troit,  is  Irom  such  a  source 
^  that  we  believe  it  may    be    relied   on.     Rumors   of 

pljce'the  tromiVin  positions  the   most  favorable  for  1  refugee  movements,  in    the  vicinity    ol  St.    Clair, 
nuiintainin"-   the    treaty   slipiilations   existing   be- ]  have  been  current  lor  some  days,  and   strengthens 
tvveen  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  lor   the  probability  of  this  fresh  onihreak. 
reslrainiii"  our  own  citizens,  and  olhers  within  our  Exlaiclofa  letter,  dated  Detroit.  June  29. 

jurisd.ctioli,  from   committing   outrages   upon  the       Yesterday    about    5110   reliigee  patriots  grossed 
peisoiis  and  property  of  her  Britanic  majesty.  I  over  about  40  miles  above  this 


Nfvv  Port  on 


IV. 


From  the  respect  lor  the   laws"  hitherto  so  !  the  St.  Clair  river.     A    parly    of  Canadians  and  a 


sii^ually  evinced  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  on  all  occasions,  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
border  inhabitants  ot  the  norlhern  Irontier  are  not 
generally  acquainted  with  the  enactments,  the  in- 
fringement of  vvhich  would  render  llieir  conduct 
penal.  The  officers  in  command  of  districts,  as 
Well  asol  delachmenls,  will,  lor  general  informa- 
tion, circulate  the  copies  of  the  Ijws  of  the  United 


few  Gi and  river  Indians  soon  after  attacked  then 
and  were  defeated,  the  refugees  maintaining  their 
ground. 

Last  night  the  British  sent  on  a  reinforcement,  as 
will  Ihe  refugees  to-day.  llie  refugees  crossul  in 
a  small  sloop  which  was  afterwards  taken  and 
towed  to  Detroit,  by  United  Stales  authorities. 

The  United  States  troops  are  on  the  move.     The 


St.ites  with  which  they  have  been  furnished,  and  i  quarter's  flag  of  gen.  Alkinsnn  has  been  flying  lor 
under  which  they  are  authorized  to  adopt  measures  i  some  days  on  the  Detroit  Exchange,  but  I  see  it  has 
for  repressing  all  hostile  acts  against  Ihesubjects  of  been  lemoved  during  the  night:  where  to  I  have 
a  frieiullv    power,    and    to    preserve    inviolate    the    not  learned.  .,„.., 

neutral  refalions  of  the  United  States.  ]      Flying  reports  from  Detroit  say  that   the   British 

V      The  "eupral  leels  satisfied  that  the  good  citi- '  steamboat    Thames   on    which    the    reinforcement 
nsalon"  the  line,  knowiiio-  the  law.  will,  by  their    went  up,  haj  been  laken  by  the   Patriots,  and  that 


Maiden  was  to  be  attacked  last  night 

We  see  that  the  Burfalo  papers  do  not  credit 
the  above  reports.  The  Biilialo  Advertiser  says — 
We  have  Detroit  papers  of  Saturday  morning, 
which  make  no  mention  of  any  such  dilHcnltirs. 
We  have  also  just  conversed  Willi  a  gentleman  who 
lell  Detroit  on  Sunday  evening,  and  passed  Ihe 
Thames,  apparently  with  a  pleasure  parly  on  boaid, 
near  Maiden. 

The   story   is   doubtless   made   up  from   whole 

cloth.     There  is  no  question,  however,  Ihat  some 

Proclamation.     The  follow  ing  proclamation  ofi  attemptof  thekind  is  in  contemplation.     There  are 

Arthur  hag  been  issued  in  consequence  of  the  1  many  refugees  in  the  neighboihuod  ol  Delioit,  and 

alfray   at  Short  Hills,  of  which  we   made  mention  :  rumors  were  rile  there  on   Saturday  of  gatherini;s 
last  week.     It  will  be  seen  that   all   persons  goinj 
to  or  coming  from  Canada,  are  required  10  give  ai 


example  "and  advice,  endeavor  to  restrain  all  ill- 
advised  and  unlawful  proceedings,  and  thus  be  in 
struinental  in  maintaining  not  only  the  laws  and 
honor  of  the  country,  but  that  peace  and  harmony 
so  essential  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those 
settled  on  the  frontiers. 

Alexander  Maco.me. 
By  command  of  the  general: 
J.  N.  Macomb, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

The  follow  ing  proclamation  of 


account  of  themselves  and  be  provided  with  pass 
ports: 

Proclamation.  Upper  Canada.  By  his  excel- 
lency sir  George  Aithiir,  knght  commander  of 
the  royal  ll.iiioverlan  Guelphic  order,  lieut.  govern- 
or ot  I'lie  province  of  Upper  Canada,  major  general 
commanding  her  majesty's   forces  therein,  S-C.  &c. 

Wliereas,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  this  pre- 
sent month  of  June,  a  large  body  of  armed  men  as- 
seijible'l  in  the  township  of  Pelt'iam,  in  the  Niagara 
■  district,  and  attacked  and  plundered  a  house  in  that 
mighborhood,  ol  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  other 
pioperly,  and  bred  upon  and  overpowered  a  sinaif 
delacliuieiit  ol  the  embodied  militia  there  stationed: 

And  whereas  information  has  been  received  by 
me,  that  certain  evil-disposed  persons,  connected 
v\ilh  the  brigands  who  have  of  late  molested  and 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Americans  and  British 
frontiers,  have  crossed  the  Niagara  river,  and  that 
they  lurk  and  secrete  tliemsnlves  in  parts  of  the 
di.strict  of  Niagara,  with  the  knowledge  and  conni- 
vance of  some  of  the  disatiected  rt- sideiit  inhabitants: 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  peace  andse- 
ciirily  ol  the  ilistrict  of  Niagara,  that  Ihe  ingress 
and  egress  of  the  idle  and  evil-minded  peisons 
should  be  reslinincd  and  prevented,  and  that  the 
pr-rpetrators  of  the  above  outrage,  and  their  abet- 
tors, should  be  brought  to  condign  punishment; 

1  do  therefore  strictly  order  and  command  all  offi- 
cers, magistrates  and  olhers  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  no  person  be  permitted  to  land  upon  or  leave 


the  river  Raisin  and  other  places.  The  U.  S. 
ofiicers  are  on  the  alert,  and  it  is  to  be  hoptd  they 
will  be  able  to  prevent  any  hostile  demonstrations 
from  our  side. 

The  St.  Clair  buccaneers  routed.  We  learn  from 
the  collectorol  this  port,  that  a  schooner  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Ihe  buccaneers  was  captured  on  Thursday, 
some  miles  below  the  country  seat  of  St  Clair. 
Having  understood,  Irom  the  movements  in  that  vi- 
cinity, that  an  expedition  was  on  foot,  the  collec- 
tor immediately  started  for  the  scene  of  operations. 
A  small  force  embarked  on  the  steamboat  Giatiot, 
and  soon  got  wind  of  the  piratical  cratt.  which,  it 
SI  ems,  had  been  across  to  the  Canada  shoie,  and  com - 
mitled  depredations  ujioii  the  inhabitants.  As  Ihe 
Gratiot  approached  the  vessel  with  a  view  to  con.pc-j 
her  lo  surrender,  a  brisk  firing  upon  her  conmienc- 
id  from  the  opposite  shore.  Finding  Ihemselves  in 
peril,  the  crew  of  the  vessel  took  to  the  sliore,  and 
dispersed  themselves  through  the  woods. 

The  vessel  w;is  then  taken  possession  of  by  the 
revenue  officers.  They  found  lv\o  or  three  Cana- 
dian prisoners  in  the  hold,  some  fifteen  barrels  ol 
flour  which  had  been  plundered,  about  a  dozen 
of  the  prisoners  we  understand,  was  induced  lo 
stand  of  arms,  and  other  small  matters.  The  vessel 
was  hioiight  to  this  port  to  be  condemned.  One 
come  down,  by  whom,  it  is  thought,  some  impor- 
tant testimony  may  be  laid  bclbre  the  giand  jury, 
now  in  session. 

We  are  advised  that  most,  if  not  all  the  crew, 
were  Canadians.    This  promplness  on  the  part  of 


that  a'll  proceedings  on  account  ol  treasonable 
fences  shall  cease,  except  in  the  cases  menlioncd 
in  Ihe  oidinance.  Those  pi rsons  chaigid  will,  the 
murder  ol  major  Wtir,  are  deinivtd  the  bei.tfit  of 
any  indemnity. 

Congressional  ELECTION.  Rrpresrntalives  in 
congress  are  lo  be  chosen  in  fourteen  slales  the 
present  year,  and  the  elections  will  take  place  in 
the  lolloviing  oidei: 

Louisiana,  1st  Monday  in  July. 

Illinois,     >  ,  (  Monday  in  August. 

Missouri,  5  .1  = 

Vermont.  1st  Tuesday  in  September. 

Maine,  2d  Moi  day  iii  Septenib--r. 

G'-Oigia,  1st  Monday  in  Ociohtr..  •• 

Aikaiisas,  1st  Monday  in  October, 

South  Carolina,  2d  Monday  in  October. 

New  Jersey,  2d  Tu.sday  III  Oclober.     . 

Pennsylvania,  2d  Tuesday  in  Oclober. 

Ohio,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

New  Y'oik,  1st  Monday  in  November. 

Massachusetts.  2d  Monday  in  November. 

Delaware,  2d  Tuisday  in'Novtmber. 

The  eh  ctlon  in  Louisiana  commenced  July  2d 
and  continued  thice  days.  [Jostoi  Mtas. 

Another  Indian  mght.  By  thesteamcr  San- 
tee,  we  have  jiisi  received  inlelligtnce  ol  a  baltle 
with  the  Indians,  on  day  belore  ytslnday,  wilhiii  a 
lew  miles  ol  New  nansv  file.  Cnpt.  Beal,  ol  Ihcdra-  :, 
''oons,  wilh  30  or  41)  nun,  lb  lit.  Howe  ol  the  same  ' 
corps,  with  12  mtn,  and  capt.  Wulkei,  a  volunteer, 
fell  in'wilh  a  body  of  about  6(1  men,  who  gave  them 
a  warm  salute.  Walker  was  killtd  and  5  id  Beal's 
cam|i3iiy  were  wounded.  Five  horses  vveie  Kiliid; 
among  ihem  Beal's  and  Howe's.  Several  Indians 
said  to  be  kilhd. 

Gen.  Taylor  wilh  six  companies  of  men  arrived 
yesterday  a't  Black  cretk,  -Jiid  we  trust  be  will  soi  n 
teach  the  savages  better  manners  than  to  ciowd 
themselves  thus  into  civilized  society. 

[JucLioniille  Courier. 

From  Jamaica.  Kingston  papers  to  the  6th 
ultimo,  has  bv-cn  received  at  ihe  New  York  Ex- 
change Reading  Ronii  s  coniaining  son  e  inter,st- 
ing  intelligence  lespicliiig  the  oj  pienlice  sy.-tcui. 

On  tlie'5th  ult.  the  council  and  house  ol  as- 
sembly met  in  special  SI  ssioii,  and  wiie  aeldiesstd 
by  the  governor  to  the  following  eliecl; 

That'he  had  called  them  te  gelher  at  an  unusual 
season,  to  lake  into  consieluaiion  the  stale  ol  the 
island  under  the  laws  lor  the  govtrnuient  of  the 
laboring  population;  thai  the  subject  wassticngly 
agitated  iliioughont  the  Biilish  enijiiie  ami  in  i;ai<- 
liameiit,  where  the  l.onierable  ehoits  ol  ii.iiiislerS 
were  barely  sulfide  nt  lo  n.amlain  Ihe  exi.Miiig  law, 
as  an  obligation  of  national  faiih;  ihal  i.\c.ument 
also  existed  among  the  apprentices,  but  ihat  they  < 
had  rested  in  sober  ami  quiel  hojie,  lelyiig  en  the 
gfuerosily  of  the  colonial  hgislalure  lor  lli.  boon 
that  has  been  granted  lotheirclass  in  othi  1  colcnif-s; 
and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  irce  mmmd  li.e'  eaily  and 
equal  abolition  of  apprenticeship  lor  all  classes.    ■ 

He  was  commanded  lo  inlorm  Ihem,  I  e'wever, 
that  no  question  of  faithcr  con.pensalion  would  be 
enti'riained  by  her  majesty's  mmisleis;  but  be  en-  1 
treated  them  lo  consider  Ihe  impiaciicahility  of, 
carrying  on  coercive  labor,  with  any  hejie  ol  suc- 
cessliil  agriculture. 

Alter  "a  short  but  animated  debate  in  the  louse,  1 
the  governor's  address  was  referied  to  a  committee  ; 
of  seven. 


Maine.  The  hon.  Jului  S.  Faiifidd, 
of  contiri  ss  fiom  JMaine,  has  been  i.e  mir; 
den.oc  ralic  convmtiin  ol  lhi.t  state  as  a 
lor  gove.nor. 

.tl   .04^— 
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SPEKCM  OF  MR.  BOND,  OF  OHIO, 


Upon  Ifie  resolution  to  correct  abuses  in  fie  public  ex- 
penditures, and  to  separnte  the  government  from  the 
press  Delivered  in  the  house  of  represenluticcs, 
April,  1838. 

Mr.  Bond  saiJ  he  rejoiced  that  the  attpulion  of  tlic 
hiiusc  and  of  the  countn  was  again  invited  to  the  sub- 
ject of  retrenchment  ana  rch'rni.  He  was  aware  tha 
tnese  terms  had  become  soniewhai  hackneyed,  and  he 
almost  feared  that  llieir  freiuent  repetition  here  had 
rendered  tliem  into  and  nnmuaning.  They  had  been 
used,  as  was  well  known,  widi^ro.n  eff-et,  to  put  down 
one  admimsiraiiun  and  elevaie  another.  That  K:nd 
benig  atiained,  they  seemed  to  h 
office,  so  far  at  least  as  the  party  wow  m  power  are  con- 
cerned. All  nins:  admit  that  we  have  had  no  jjractical 
retrenchment  or  rcforcn. 

•Mr.  13.  said  he  wished  gentlemen  now  in  power  to 
admit  that  diey  had  amused,  if  not  deceived,  the  people 
of  this  eonn[ry  with  a  mere  **  fancy  sketch.''  Iflhey 
would  not  make  this  concei^ion,  then  he  called  upon 
them  to  specify  any  retrenchment  or  reform  which  iney 
had  acco/nphshed  B;:t,  sir,  if  they  fail  in  this,  as  1 
think  they  must,  then  I  demand  iheir  reasons  for  not 
carrying  out  their  great  aid  salniary  ."iysteni  of  reform, 
for  whicntliey  stood  sipIi  imu'i  |v   ! .-   I'm  i  <;,  'In  country. 

lam  unwilling  to  bell.  >     i     i  :  i-  i  i 'i.  nclnni-n' 

and  reform  have  lost  ill.  I  -  .  ••  ■•■  i  :i>e.  The 
peojilc  of  this  country  wi.i  .li  ;.  .i.i.:n  v.]ii  i.icr  ihe  ne- 
cessity for  such  measures  had  pa:?sed  away  with  tile 
simple  elevation  of  certain  men  to  power. 

Yo-ii,  Mr.  Speaker,  must  be  well  asvare  that  some- 
thing more  than  this  was  promise. I.  You  professed, 
sir,  1  meuii  the  parly  with  which  you  act  professed,  to 
be  moved  by  the  pu.^-esi  and  most  sacred  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  We  find  recorded  here,  and  in 
the  senaie,  a  solemn  pledge  to  carry  into  eflecta  syste- 
matic reform,  if  you  should  be  placed  in  power.  This 
was  done,  ^r,  in  .March,  1329,  and  you  have  held  un- 
disturbed pjssession  ever  since.  Daring  that  time, 
no.v  going  on  len  yeai's,  what  pari  of  your  pledge  has 
been  redeemed  ? 

I  desire  to  conduct  this  discussi'>n  fairly,  and  with  en- 
lire  accuracy  as  to  facts.  I  wi.-  h  so  to  suite  them,  too, 
that  all  may  form  a  just  opinion  in  relation  to  the  sin- 
cerity and  good  faith  of  those  whose  conduct  may  be 
br..u^ht  under  review. 

Was  it  really  true,  sir,  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
goveriiiiient  were  unnecessarily  large  ?  Had  the  pre- 
sident loj  much  power,  and  w.is  there  a  necessity  for 
restraining  ii?  Was  the  patronage  of  ihe  government 
so  cno.  mous  as  to  require  cheeks  to  be  placed  on  it? 
Was  this  patronage  used  for  political  ends,  especially 
the  patronage  of  the  press  ?  Was  it  true  tiiat  the  free- 
dom of  tile  press  and  the  security  of  our  liberty  demand- 
ed that  the  priming  patronage  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  several  departments,  and  the  state  depart- 
me.it  in  particular' 


Air.  Bond  said  that,  notwithstanding  a  scries  of  years  inucli  more  secnrciv  wiih  than  without  the  nominal 
had  elapsed,  and  Mr.  Benion  and  his  friends  hail  full  j  check  jf  die  senaie!''  "  We  must  look  forward  to  iho 
power,  the  people  had  looked  in  vain  for  a  superstrne-  time  when  llie  nominaiion  ol  the  president  can  carry 
tare  on  this  "  fuundaiion  of  a  system  of  refo  in,  which  any  man  through  liie  senate,  and  his  recommendation 
this  famous  report  proposed  to  have  laid.    That  same    can  carry  any  meiisnre  through  the  two  houses  of  coir 


Ihe 


•  ihe 


uid 


cominiitee,  loo,  assert  and  claijii  fc 
control  overapp  pinuiicir.s  lo  olllcc,"  ;i 
lieve  thai  iliev  will  In-  n.-nn;;  m  ihc  ^i, 
tulion  in  laboring  to  inuliiply  ilie  giiauK 
en  the  barriers  against  the  possible  a 
This  is  necessary,  they  say,  w  here  lin\ 
by  civil  and  milit.iry  ollicers,  by  armie 
courts  of  justice,  and  hv  the  colleciion  and  disbur.H- 
ment  of  revenue,  with  all  its  iraiii  of  salaries,  jobs,  and 
contracis;  and  where,  in  tins  aspect  of  the  reality,  we 
performed  their  i  behold  the  working  ol  iiaironagc.  and  discover  tin'  rea- 
son why  so  many  stand  ready,  in  any  couniry  and  in    n 
all  a"e.s  to  flock  to  the  standard  of  povNec,  wheresoever  '  p; 
and  by  whomsoever  it  may  be  raised.''    The  mmiber    it 
of  olTii-c  holders  is  spoken  of  as  large  and  still  rapidly    b 
increasing,  and   the  report  proceeds:    ■'  I'^ach  person  ^  ei 
einiiloyeu  will  have  a  circle  of  greater  or  less  diameter,  ,  n 
of  which  he  is  thecemre  and  soul— a  circle  eompo.sed 
of  friends  and  relations,  and  of  individuals  employed 
by  himself  on  public  or  on  private  account.    By  'vay 
ol  illuiitraiing  the  great  number  of  ofTicc-holderi  and 
their  combined  power,  Mr.  Benton  then  lurns  to  thf 
"  Blue  Bo.ik  of  the  republic,'"  whieli  he  also  calls  "  o 
gronin^  little  volume,'  and  says  it  "corresponds  will 
tlie  Red  Lioirk  of  monarchies." 

Mr.  Speaker,  ibis  Blue  Bo.ik  is  indeed  a  "growing 
little  volume,''  but  it  h:is  grown  more  lapidly  in  the  nine 
years  of  this  governnieiii,  aclniiiii.stered  under  ihe  ad- 
vice of  Mr.  Benton  and  his  Irieiuls,  tliaii  ii  did  in  dou- 
ble that  time,  In  l"  :>•  ilu  v  > mm  iiiio  y.,\\i:\-.     I  present 
now,  .sir,  lor  vom   iii-i-rniMii.  iIh    Imi!.    l;...ik  lor  is-jy, 
i~  |.h,.iiili:ailie  lasi 
I  11.,  r..riii.:r;  and  if 
arcd,  ihe  number  of 
)iiil»ensatiou,  the  va- 
every  depurimeiit,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  under  this  boasted  sysiem  of  retrench- 
iiient  and  reform,  nothing  has  been  curtailed,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  a  great  increase  in  die  number  of  odicc 
holders,  with  increased  salaries.     To  this,  too,  is  to  be 
added  a  most  alarming  addiuon  in  all  the  pubhc  ex- 
penditures of  the  country,  greatly  exceeding  in  amount 
die  expenses  of  that  administration  which  was  charged 
as  wasteful!     And  if  this  state  of  things  is  not  checked 
in  time,  we  may  yet  realize  that  this  Blue  Book  not 
only  "  corresponds  \\'ith,''  but  has  actually  become,  the 
•'Red  Lvjokol  a  monarchy,'' in  this  our  boasted  republic! 
Mr.  Benion,  in  his  report,  exhibits  a  list,  taken  from 
the  Blue  Book  of  1823,  of  all  the  officers,  with  their  sala- 
ries, at  the  custom-house  in   the  city  of  New  York. 
The  number  thus  giveu  is  one  hundred  and  seveiiiy- 
four,  and  the  ngirregate  amount  of  their  compensation 
is  stated  S119,620  39.     He  ihen  exclaims— 

"  A  formidable  list,  indeed! — formidable  in  nunihei;.*, 
and  still  more  so  from  the  vast  amount  of  money  in 


and  that  lor  Ih..  !a>i  y  .n\  i:<r,.  Ii 
is  nearly  or  quiie  double  iIk  size  . 
die  contents  of  die  two  are  coinp 
office  holders,  their  salaries  and  c. 
rious  divisions  and  subdivisions  of 


All  these  nviuiries  are  suggested  bv  the  declarations  I  'I's'.''  ^'^»^^-    The  action  o   such  a  body  of  men,  sup- 
aiiri  avovals  of  the  present^Jominani  paity  when  they  1  P"''"/  ihem  to  be  animated  by  one  spirit,  must  be  ire- 
-lit  Ut  elevation.     But  lest  gcndemen  mav  have  for- 1  I'lendous  m  an  election;  and  that  they  vvUl  be  so  ani- 


mated is  a  proposition  loo  plain  to  need  demonslraiion. 
Power  over  a  man's  support  has  always  been  held  and 
admitted  to  be  povverover  his  will.  The  president  has 
'  powei""  over  the  '  support'  of  all  these  officers,  and  they 
again  have  power  over  the  support  of  debtor  merchants 
to  the  amount  often  millions  of  dollars  peranmnn,  and 
over  the  daily  sujiport  of  an  immense  number  of  indi- 
viduals, professional,  mechanical,  and  day-laboring,  to 
whom  they  can  and  will  extend  or  deny  a  valuable  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  patronage,  according  to  the  part 
t'ley  shall  act  in  stale  as  well  as  in  federal  elections." 

And  to  all  diis,  the  report  still  adds  die  naval  and 
military  establishment,  the  judiciary,  the  post  office, 
and  pres-ses,  with  what  it  caDs  the  "  unknown  and  uri- 
knownable  list  of  jobbers  and  contractore;  and  the  still 
more  inscrutable  list  of  expectants  who  arc  waiting  for 
'dead  men's  shoes,  and  willing  in  the  mean  while  to 
do  any  thing  that  the  living  men  wish.''  Having  thus 
glowingly  described  the  state  of  patronage,  and  the  sub- 
servient league  and  unprincipled  devotion  of  the  office- 
holders, Mr.  Benton  then  says: 

"  The  power  of  patronage,  unless  checked  by  the 
vigorous  interpositicm  of  congress,  must  go  on  increas- 
ing, until  federal  influence  in  many  parta  of  ibis  con- 
federation will  predominate  in  elections  as  completely 

^ ^.^^  ,  . ^ , ^..., as  British  influence  predominates  in  the  elections  of 

TlkV  i^npoiln^'dle— "a  "biirm  sc"c«re'rn'<^^^^^    the  f.iitiiful  I  Scodand  and  Ireland,  in  rotten  borough  towns,  and  iii 
collectors  a'.d  disbutsers  of  the  revenue,  and  lo  displace    >he  ^reat  naval  stauons  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymoudi 
defaulters."     But,  besides  its  alluring  title,  that  bill  also       V\e  are  also  told  by  Mr.  Benton  that     the  \vhc.Ie 
contained  the  following  provision:  of  this  "real  power  will  centre  in  the  president,    and  Ihe 

"  That  in  all  nominations  made  by  the  president  to    report  then  warns  the  country  m  ihese  impressive  termsj 
the  senate  to  liil  vacancies  occasioned  bv  ihe  e.\ereise  |     "  The  king  ol  England  is  the    lountain  of  honor; 

ofthe  president's  p.jwer  to  remove  from  office,  the  fact  I  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  is  the  source  ol  pat-  ,i    ■  n    n    i  vi 

of  the  removal  s!ia!l  be  staled  to  the  senate  at  the  same  1  ronage.  He  presides  oyer  the  entire  system  of  federal  Mr.  \\  Int. ,  Mr.  1' 'ndlav.  Mr.  Dickers.m,  !\Ir 
time  the  nomi'ialion  is  made,  withastaiementof the rea-  nppointments,jobs,  and  contracts;  he  has  jiowcr' over  Mr.  Hnyne,  find  .Mr.  Richard  M.  .lohnson,  all  at  the 
so.is  lor  vvhicii  such  officer  may  have  been  removed."  ,  the  '  support'  of  the  individuals  who  adniinisitr  the  sys-  nmc  the  zeal.uis  friends  of  general  Jackson,  except 
The  other  lour  bills  also  looked  lo  the  restraint  or !  tem.  He  makcsand  unmakes  them.  He  chooses  from  perhaps,  Mr.  IMmes.  They  urged  thi-  impronneij  of 
reduction  of  the  president's  power  and  patronage.  It  I  t'le  circle  of  his  friends  and  supporters,  and  m«i/  dismi.^.  appointing  members  of  congres.s  to  nffi.  e,  and  the  cx- 
is  unnecessary  no>v  to  read  them.  The  report  proceeds:  I  them,  and,  upon  all  the  pnncipies  of  human  acuon,  toill  pe.liency  of  providing  against  it.  f  rom  the  iiiomcnt 
•'  The  committee  do  not  doubt  but  that  there  are  ma- 1  dismiss  them,  as  often  as  they  disappoint  his  expectn-  |  ijiey  came  into  power  their__re_porl  and  profcssnons  are 

.'.■ion  ]  lions,    //w  spirit  will  anima'e  their  actions  in  all  the 

-  ,,r  tl  ciions  to  atute  ani  federal  offices.    There  may  be 

[id    exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a  general  rule  is  proved  by 

i-i.d  I  .he  exception.     The  intended  check  and  control  of  the 

(  d  ii,    senate,  without  new  roustitulional  or  siatufnry  proviitions, 

tirne  than  to    u'iU  reufc  to  operate.     Patronage  wilt  penelrale  this  hoily,^ 


gotten  the  precise  charges  made  against  Mr.  Adams' 
adm.nistration,  I  beg  leave  to  read  from  certain  docu- 
Oieuts  of  this  house  and  of  the  senate,  in  which  these 
griefs  and  complaints,  with  the  promised  reforms,  are 
duly  recorded. 

The  tirst,  in  point  of  time,  is  a  report  made  lo  the 
senate  in  182G,  by  a  select  committe,  (of  which  Mr. 
Benton  was  coairman,)  "to  which  was  referred  a  pro- 
position to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
pa.ron.agc  of  the  e.ieeuiive  government  of  the  United 
oia'es.''     In  this  document  Mr.  Benton  repoits: 

"That,  after  mature  deliberation,  the  committee  are 
of  opinio  I  that  ii  is  expedient  to  diminish  or  to  regulate 
by  law  the  execuuve  patronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
iiieiiL,  whenever  the  same  can  be  done  consistendy 
with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.jand  without  im- 
pairing the  proper  efficiency  of  the  government.  Act- 
in  '  under  this  conviction,  they  have  reviewed  tis  care- 
fully as  time  and  other  engagements  would  permit  them 
to  do,  the  degree  and  amount  of  patronage  now  exer- 
cised by  the  president,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  same  may  and  oui;hl  to  be  diminished  by 
law." 

For  this  purposfi  that  committee  then  reported  six 
bills  ;  one  of  ihem  proposed  to  regulate  the  publicatio'- 
of  the  laws  and  of  public  advertisements;  another  had 


re.ss;  when  the  principle  of  public  action  will  be  open 
iiiid  avowed — die  president  wants  mi/  vo!e.  and  I  want 
his  paironi-g.';  /  u-dl  ntr  «.«  Ac  .ci.-7,ri,  ,i,i./  lie  vitt  giic 
mc  r/w  offm  I  wish  for.  What  will  this  be  but  ilie  go- 
vernment of  one  man?  and  what  is  the  government  of 
our  man  but  a  nioiinrchyV' 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him 
for  reading  from  this  report  these  passages,  which  so 
hiiiqiiiy  illu.- rale  the  gr.nvth  and  power  of  patronage. 
Tliev  "<ri  II  fen  id  to  lor  the  purpose  of  SLUIuiniiigtho 
alle-aiion  v.airU  lie  had  made,  that  ilie  prrsent  domi- 
naiii  party  iiroles.ve.l  to  entertain  serious  tears  f.ir  the 
pirpeuiiiy  or  sc  .iirity  of  our  in.stitutiuns  and  liberty, 
if  this  public  paii.Miage  was  not  checked  or  restrained 
by  soiiH-  s.iniiori  leincdies,  which  they  submitted  for 
ctuisideiuii< 111,  an.l  promised  to  udop',  at  some  conve- 
nt-easoii,  if  |il.i.i-il   ill  power.     Well,  sir,  they  SHC- 

idecl,  and  goi  ilje  admiinstraiion  of  oir  government 
into  ilieir  own  hands:  and  what  has  the  couniry  realiz- 
ed? Why,  the  iminber  of  custom-house  oflicers  at 
New  York  has  grown  from  171  to  111!  and  their  com- 
neiis,i!i.,n  i.'  incieu«d  from  SI  I9,0G'2  39  lo  $409,CC'J  3i>. 
liut,  iesides  tb.ir  sur.ed  eoiiip'-nsaiion,  ii  appears  that 
in  die  \ear  IH'JC  ilie  various  sLibordinai.-  ..nicers  of  the 
New  York  eiisoiii-liMise  «ere  alloueJ  among  them 
upwards  ol  SiJS.dDo:  And  the  coilretor  at  Philadelphia, 
duriiv;  the  same  year,  received,  beyond  bis  salary,  up- 
waril>  ol  SIV'OO;  ihe  same  ofBcer  in  Boston  upwards 
of  IS-  3i)0;  and  many  others  very  considerable  sums, 
whic'i  1  will  not  lake'  lime  to  specify. 

We  liiu.s  realize  ill.'  inordinate  and  dangerous  in- 
crease in  this  braiieh  of  pi.trouage,  foretold  '.y  the  re- 
port. Wiiat  has  been  done  to  limit  and  restrain  this 
pa'ronage?  Wiiere  is  the  slatutonj  remrdt),  the  bill 
wliich  was  reporteii  for  that  purpose?  Sir,  it  has  had 
quiet  repose,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since  the 
success  of  '■  the  parly."  The  moment  power  was  ob- 
tained, the  admission  made  in  ihe  report,  ihat  ihe  senate 
had  coniroi  over  ap|i')intiii(  nis  is  denied  in  practice; 
and  the  right  asserted  by  the  committee,  to  call  on  the 
president  f  )r  his  reasons  in  case  of  a  removtd  from 
office,  is  now  siort'ed  at  and  contemned  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, Mr.  A  an  Buicn,  and  me  w  hole  party  who  made 
or  approved  thai  report!  .Mr.  Van  Buren  was  one  of 
the  commiitec  by  whom  that  report  was  made;  and 
yet  he  ami  his  party  openly  violate  and  disregard  every 
principle  ii  urged!  He  now  holds  the  "power"  over  the 
"siippiri"  of  these  trained  bands  of  office-holders  at 
New  York  ami  throughout  die  country.  "He  makes 
and  nmiial  es  tb.iii;"  and  "  his  spirit  will  animate  their 
actions  in  all  elections.''  Almost  the  fii.st  iioiiee  we 
have  of  ihe  appointment  of  Jesse  Hoyt  to  die  colleiior's 
office  in  New  York  is  the  annunciation  of  his  offijial 
presence  and  a.  ti\  iiy  in  the  charter  election  of  that  city. 
We  hear  of  him  by  day  and  by  night,  heading  his  co- 
hort of  IM  olli.ie-holders,  with  the  1,030  expectants; 
and  lea. ling  them  to  the  charge!  Mr.  \'an  Buren  told 
us,  in  the  report,  thai  "  the  aciion  of  such  a  body  of 
men,  supp.jsing  them  to  be  animated  by  one  sp.rii, 
must  be  tremendous  in  an  election:''  and  that  they 
would  be  60  animaied,  he  said,  was  "  a  proposinon  too 
plain  to  need  demonstralion.''  But  I  suppose,  he  v\ishe3 
us  to  believe  that  in  Ids  hands  all  this  power  and  pa- 
tronage will  be  harmless!  The  case  of  the  New  York 
collector  furnishes  my  ans.ver  to  this:  and,  if  another 
illustration  is  needed,  I  refer  you,  Mr.  Speaker  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Wolf  to  ihe  collector's  office  in 
Philadelphia.  That  gendeinan,  you  know,  sir,  after 
holding  the  honorable  place  of  governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, proudly  called  the  keystone  state,  was  seduced 
liere  i'or  a  paltry  clerkship.     We  heard  recently,  that 

he  was  dib-sariatied  in  the  contrast  b.  •  • 'i.    i.!:iee 

L'iven  him  and  that  provided  for  his  [11  i.     Mr. 

Aluhlenberg.)  Governor  Wolf,  it  va—  :..-  ,  >.'v- 
ed  to  vithdraw,  nml  L'nve  s  niie  in.lu  i.i.oii  .4  li....;iliiy 
to  the  presidrni.  Ai  ili  -  inn.-iiii-.  ilie  power  of  patron- 
age  is  iiive'ie  !--  Ill  .  ill.  .  p  r  le  I'hiladelphia  is  made 
to  take  the  eleil.slii|i  ui  \\  ii^biiigton,  and  governor 
Wolf's  oppo.silion  is  ijiiiclcd  in  the  collcclor|s  office, 
thus  vacated.  In  an  instant  a  new  allegiance  is  sworn, 
and  governor  Wolf  ininates  himself  in  his  new  office. 
by  heading  a  call  for  a  political  meeting  in  the  city  of 
bis  official  dutii!s!  Who  does  not  see  die  peculiar  fit- 
ness of  the  suggestion  before  quoted  from  the  report  of 
Mr  Van  Buren  and  others  of  ihe  select  eommiilee — 
"  The  President  wants  my  \nte,  and  I  want  his  patronage; 
T  v:i!l  vote  as  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I 
wish  f or. '< 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  add  a  remark  or  two,  onfl 

pass  frmn  tlii«  report.     The  eommittre  who  made  it 

^.'1  d  of  .Mr.  IVnion,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Van  Buren, 

Hiiliu 


ny  other  branches  of  executive  patron" 
10  those  which  are  comprehended  in  ' 
these  bills,  which  might  be  advantiu; 
by  law.    Far  from  diinking  ihnt  tlie\- 
the  subject,  they  believe  that  they  have 
and  that  noiliniir  more  can  be  do! 
liyth   founili. 
pleJed  hereaft. 


open 


of  a'systew^'to'ie  followed  up  and  com-  \  subdue  its  cip,u:ily  of  resistance,  chain  it  to  the  car  ,if   ir.;i,are.     Ana  incy  proiesseu  .o  nave  >;"'""  "'ciov^v 
■^      '  ^  '      wer,  and  enacli  tlie  president  to  rule  as  eaady  and  I  for  these  dangers  in  certain  bUls  which  ihpy  submitted 


firgotien,  andjin  four  years  they  appoint  more  men 
hers  of  congress  to  office  than  had  been  done  in  all  the 
previous  history  of  the  government.  They  also  told  the 
country,  in  that  report,  that  the  press,  the  post  office, 
Ihe  armed  fore  ,  and  the  appointing  power,  were  the 
most  dangerous  portions  of  the  federal  cxecuiivc  pa- 
lroiiai;e.     And  they  profe-sscd  to  havi-  found  a  remedy 
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'l'..iy  ilitre  k-il  u-,  tou,  tliat  :.l!  il' "^  i»J;' c-  i?  r,  taf 
li.iiiiJsuf  lhep;esicienl,  and  tlru  litis  nut  in  the  liaiuhuj 
Iheptople.  IiJee;!,  tliey  say,  "  the  proe^dent  may,  and, 
i:i  the  current  of  human  affairs  v  ill  he  agamsl  the  peo- 
iW  and  ihe  coiiolus;on  of  the  whole  i?,  "the  sateiy  ot 
the  people  is  the  'supreme  law,'  nrid  to  ensure  thai 
s:ifi-  y  ihese  arhiiers  of  human  fa  e  (;lie  press,  the  post 
o(Tic-e,  Ihe  armed  f -rce,  and  the  appniniinE  po.^er)  must 
change  pr>^ttion,  and  lake  posi  on  the  side  of  the  peo- 
ple,''' M,'.  Spoalicr,  we  have  found  it  true,  indeed,  that 
the  president  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  that 
he  will  even  turn  against  them!  Look,  sir,  at  Mr.  Van 
Bure:.'s  Decemher  mes.sage,  and  fee  the  opprohrium 
\vh:ch  he  ca^ls  upon  the  peop'e  of  his  own  stae  for 
during  to  exercise  their  elective  franchise  contrary  to 
his  will!  Notwithstandin.'  his  pn.fcssioiis,  and  the 
pledged  faith  of  his  report,  "he  violently  retains  the  con- 
trol of  these  '  arbiter-,  of  human  fate,"  and  will  not  suf- 
fer them  ■'  to  change  position  and  take  post  on  the  side 
of  the  people!" 

Mr.  B  md  sai  1  he  would  next  call  the  attention  of 
ge:.i::emen  lo  what  had  pjssed  in  this  house  on  the  suli- 
jcct  of  relienchmeni  and  reform;  an.l  he  ref/reiied  to 
fi  id  such  marvellous  discrepan.y  between  the  "  say- 
iii-.;s  and  doi  igs"  of  "  the  party,"  on  iliat  subject.  Tne 
joiirnals  of  the  house  show  that  in  February,  1«2-!,  a 
select  committee  was  appointed  to  consii'er  and  report 
on  this  wliJe  niii  er:  the  gentlemen  appoin'ed  were 
Mr,  Himiltoii,  ,\Ir.  Ingham;  M,-.  Rives,  Mr  VViekhire, 
Mr,  Camluil,  it-,  Mr.  Sirgea.n,  and  Mr.  Everett,  all 
fiieiids  of  wmal  .Faek^on,  save  the  two  last.  T  tey 
were  charged  to  i.iqtiiie  into  the  whole  maclnnery  of 
the  government;  with  a  view  to  reduce  its  expense*  and 
piiroiiage,  and  lo  correct  all  abuses.  They  engaged  in 
and  devo  ed  il.enifelves  to  this  task;  iheir  repor  ,  I 
mean  the  report  of  the  f.m' avowed  reformeis.  pr..!;  --i<l 
to  the  couniry  that  the  public  expendiiun  -,  ai  !i  tut 
and  abroad  viere  unnecefsarily  great;  that  mjy  tin  \i: 
was  done  "n  to  i  j,'rand  a  scale;  thai  each  dip;n:iiieoi 
had  t,«.  iiit.iiy  clerks  and  f|ient  loo  much  money;  that 
lliis  utis  ..tru  the  case  in  congress,  wliofe  sessions  were 
r.elitssly  prolonged;  and,  by  way  of  ci.rreciing  diis 
filler  evil,  toty  recommended  ihat  '  ihe  coinpeiisa'ion 
of  member^,  during  ll.e  first  .-ei^sion  of  each  lont'i'i  s.», 
be  reduced  lo  $2  per  day,  from  and  af  er  the  first  Min- 
dav  ill  April,  il  congress'should  .sit  beyond  ; hat  day.'' 

Mr.  b,.iid  said  he  would  not  read  the  report  lo  the 
house,  but  lie  booed  ihis  notice  of  it  might  aid  in  reeall- 
i  ig  it  to  public  recollection,  whereby  il  would  be  feeo 
how  much  had  been  proposed  and  how  lii'le  liad  been 
done.'  Here,  loo,  it  will  be  found,  ihat  in  concert  with 
their  co-laborers  in  the  sena'e,  the  bouse  reformers  de- 
scribe most  giaphically  the  extent  and  power  of  pn- 
trotiage,  and  for  all  lieir  discovered  aliases  they  sug- 
gest lemedits.  But,  Mr.  Spetikcr,  great  a?  this  work 
was  repre.-en'ed  to  l.e,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(.Mr.  Cambiek%i.)  and  bis  frimds  told  ihe  couniry  in 
tliis  ropori  ibut  'iiey  had  m'ide  only  a  betdnning,  what 
ill  hunters' phnise  is  called  a  mere  'priming.''  Tliey 
t'len  inf  >rni  us  ihat  nothing  more  in  the  way  of  refrin 
could  be  done  by  them,  iinul  ihe  people  should  dri\e 
from  the  citadel  of  power  those  who  then  held  it,  and 
ji'ace  il  under  the  control  of  ihe.se  zealous  reformers, 
riiis  was  done.  This  specious  report,  like  its  twii;-.-i.-- 
lei  of  the  seiiate.  was  trumpeted  aloud  by  its  friends; 
and  at  public  expense,  under  the  order  of  the  house, 
ma.iy  thousand  copies  of  it  were  scattered  tlirougiiout 
the  couii;ry.  The  people  read,  and,  honestly  believing 
i:,  look  the  alarm,  and  placed  these  reformers  in  pov.  er. 

.\ud  now,  Mr.  dpealter,  afer  your  undisturbed  p  js- 
fC~sion  for  iin.e  years,  what  has  been  done?  Have  you 
Il  tiuced  any  expenditure,  corrected  any  abuse,  or  [iro- 
vided  any  rePiramt  on  ihe  power  of  ]iatronage?  No, 
sir,  no  But,  on  the  contrary,  your  parly  m  p  iwrr 
have  made  all  public  expcndiiures  greater  than  hi  fore; 
you  have  practised  the  very  abuses  of  pouer  of  which 
y>ii  complained,  and  have  not  provided  any  rtstraini 
o;i  e\'.ciiti\e  ptilronage!  We  have  thus  a  praciieal 
iiiu.-iia  I  111  'ifihe  abuseof  the  identical  power  o(  wlucli 
y nil'  till  litis,  \,  lirii  sounding  the  alarm,  gave  only  a 
ihjore:ic  dc.>enption. 

Mr.  B.  said  tne  resolution  now  under  consideration 
ked  to  reform,  and  esjieeially  to  the  correciton 
abuse  ol  power  i.'  regard  to  ihe  publii-  proi.i  il'. 

S  it,     (Mr.    llophin    ,'    :\ ^11 

ition  generally,   i-   n   i    I   i   ■ 
le  eommilled.     lb    ;        .;  ' 
iieiple,    and  is   nui   .-.ii..-,.i.o 
reeled  by  a  s' 


vha:- 


tra'ien  uniformly  pnn/i.^ct/  ii; 
ever  maylje  ibeir  Ifcur.,  1  do  not  wisli  lo  ooil.e  ge.  - 
llemaii  from  New  Hampshire  any  injustice,  and  wi.'i 
read  from  his  remarks  as  pubhshed,  and  he  will  then 
have  an  opporiuniiy  of  curiceong  them,  if  erroneously 
prin'ed.     The  gentleman  is  reported  as  havim.' said: 

"It  was  welllinown,  ihat  since  the  estahlislmrent  ol 
the  government,  the  dominant  party,  whichever  it 
might  be,  had  invarably  employed  wlrat  has  been 
called,  if  you  please,  pa'rti.-an  primei-s  and  partisan 
editors.  But  uhy  should  iliey  not  do  so?  So  long  is  the 
opposition  had  the  predon'iuiancy,  they  used  to  sup 
ply  their  own  partisan  printers,  and  no  complaint  was 
made  about  it :  and  why  should  any  compla'ml  arise  now? 
He  saw  no  reason  for  it." 

Here,  then,  I  think,  sir,  a  position  is  taken  and  !f  rms 
used  in  effect  the  same,  and  tending  directly  ni  the 
doctrine  that  Ihe  "spoils  belong  to  the  victors."  But 
can  it  be  possible  ihat  the  gentleman  thinks  he  is  cor- 
lect  ai;d  sustained  by  the  tacts,  when  he  says  that  no 
complaint  was  made  against  Mr.  Adams'  administra- 
non  on  account  of  th'  exercise  of  the  printing  patron- 
age ?  Has  be  furgolcn  thai  !.■  aac  Hill,  the  p,-esent 
eovernorof  his  own  siate.  was  the  editor  and  piibli>lier 
jf  a  newspaper  cul'ed  "the  Ne.v  Hampshire  Patriot," 
and  that  the  discontinuance  of  the  publication  of  the 
laws  in  that  paper  was  considered  so  ou'rageous  a  per- 
secution for  opi:iion''s  sake,  tliai  if  may  almost  he  said 
to  have  given  him  his  subsequent  political  elevation  an« 
consequence?  The  discontinuance  of  I~aae  Hill  as 
printer  of  the  laws  was  oc  ■asioecd,  too,  by  his  pub- 
lishing a  libel  on  tlie  lady  of  the  president,  without  ihe 
least  semblance  of  truth,  and  .=o  grossly  indecent  that 
M".  Randolph,  though  a  zealous  opposer  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, said  it  ouLdit  not  even  to  be  read  on  this  floor. 
Theoceasiin.lr.wever,  «as-ri/..d,    lo  bting  the  sub- 


ha  It  I    I- 


of  .1 

Tile  geiitlfiii 

arlmgwilb.i 

lo  the  ahii.-r~ 

mandiogrelii  .  . 

that  abuses  have  been  corrected  by  a  simple  cbaiigi 

men.     I  am  snrpnsed,  Rlr.  Speakei,  to   tind    Ins  reso- 

bitioii  op|K,.si.cl  by  the  adminisira.ioii.     The  geiileinnn 

froiM  ,N,  ,v    ll:i!i"i|..hire,   (Mr.  Cnsl.m'in,)  resists  it  on 

mo.-i  iMiiiiiniiiiiiv  i^rounds.     He  admits  abuses,   but 

sav^  It  IS  iiii|ii:iriii-able  to  correct  tliciii,  and  tlieielbre 

I,,;;,    ,,  i.,  |,:,.^  :!  n  ■.-■i.liiiion.     Is  il   possible  that  such 

;in  ..l.|M  I  ■'!    -   I  I   '       -'O'lily   avowed   and    sustained 

1;,   I    '      r I      ays  it  is  the  usage  of  party  to 

II  its  own   W'ay,  and   ihat  lie 

plaini  agtiiiist    Mr.    Adams' 

doing.     Here, sir,  i.-  aitniher open 


d|.-p,  M-.l    hi 


ifor 


avowal  I  f  die  doctrine,  "that  the  .spoils  belong  to  the 

[Mr.  Cushman  here  explained,  and  observed  he  had 
noi  said  die  spoils  belong  to  the  victors.] 

Mr.  Fiond  admitted  that  iliEgeiileiiian  had  not  tuoed 
ihoseiieiitical  words,  but  this  ivas  .be  ductrineol  ihe 
party  with  which  he  acted,  and  a  distil  geishcil  lui  iir 
il  r  of  ihat  pnrlv,  now  the  governor  of  New  York, 
(Mr.  Marcv.)  had,  when  a  niemher  of  llic  sena'e  of 
ll.e  Uniteo 'Slates,  openly  used  those  terms,  and  jusli- 
iied  this  usage  of  party.    The   fr.endsof  the  ndminis- 


i.l  pu 


disr 


ihi 


.\..i 


h  Caroiinii.  iiiip'diiced  a 
I'cretary  of  state  to  report 
uade   in     the    ne\\spapers 


'ilh  bis  reasons   for 
ddebaef  ■Unwed; 


red. 


and  M 

res..liilioli  calling  upon  ihe 
v\hai  changes  bad  been 
pihitiiig  the  law.s,  iOj.'e;her 
changes.  A  long  and  sj 
as  trenilemen  scein  to  lia\t 
of  ihe  events  of  thai  day.  s 
haps  he  iisefuilv  made  to  \'. 
It  will  be  obserM'd  iha' 'h. 
and  ihose  wbosii|'ii  a  '-  !  '■ 
for  a  removal  foan  ■  ": 
ho^\ever,  that  dor'ui'  'ai 

Mr.  liond  said  la  |  r-p  m-iI  to  provi  liy  lio- ilebate 
that  the  pre,»eiit  admiiiisiraiioii  eunte  imo  po.er  de- 
claring Unit  the  priiitiiitr  pa'ronage  if  the  "ovc  riiment 
Wiis  inoroiiiate  and  dam  erous  ;  ih^it  it  otigli:  to  he  re- 
s  rained  and  regulated  I  y  law;  niid,  in  lit.c,  promising, 
tl  elevated,  lo  wididraw  i  s  e.\ercise from  the  cecinue 
hands.  The  mover  if  that  lesohiuon  (Mr.  Saunders) 
said  : 

"I  I'list  I  shall  nni  be  accused  of  get'ing  up  this  call 
for  pnrpo.-es  of  effect,  nor  be  told  this  is  a  small  busi- 
ness." "He  was  not  to  be  told  that  ihc  pecuniary 
amount  involved  in  this  ina''er  was  too  siiial  to  influ- 
ence the  editors  of  ihis  Cuuii  ry."  ''The  loial  sum  ihus 
distributed  could  not  amount  to  le.ss  tbtin  between 
twenty  and  thiriy  iliMisand  dollars."  '-Tiitre  weie 
eighty-iwo  pa|  eis  euiplnyrd  in  publishing  the  laws;" 
"it  was  not  ol  thee;  police  ibat  he  eomp'ained,  biil  nf 
the  ]iuipose  by  wii  chit  w,:S  controlled.''  "It  was  thus 
calculated  to  operate,  and  did  actually  opi-rnte,  so  far 
as  it  went,  to  control  the  freedom  of  tne  press,  and  lo 
enlist,  diroughoiittbe  coun'r)', 'hat powerful  insinimen; 
in  behalf  of  the  views  of  the  s. a  e  departmenti  I.i  diis 
respect,  it  was  niech  more  efiiictual  and  much  more 
dangerous    than    the    far-famed    alien    and    sedition 


GVAk,  ",f.a-  sir  < 
he  treasurj.''     Mr.  L,iii;il.on  c.iniiniie.i: 

"Is  it  necessfiiy  that  the  executive  should  have  a 
government  press,  to  be  paid  for  hy  the  \c,  ph-  out  of 
the  public  eofiifi's,  to  sns  am  tic  n  easures  of  the  adm  n- 
istratioo,  whedier  righ'  or  wrong?"  "It',"  said  he  "a 
secretary  of  slate  can  so  apply  ihe  patronage  of  the 
gover;  nieiit  as  lo  nourish  to  venal  accord  eighty-two 
presses  i.i  our  country  lo  praise  every  thing  the  adn.i- 
iiistratioii.^hould  do,  and  subject  dieir  proprietors  to 
the  puirishmeni  of  the  loss  of  this  patronage  if  they 
dare  to  censure  its  measures,  this  forms  distinctly  a 
government  press,  which  is  more  alarming  to  the  liier- 
tiesof  the  people  than  the  organization  of  tl:e  whole  of 
gen.  Brown's  army  of  six  tlnai-an:!  ini  :i,  formed  into 
a  guard  ot  the  palace.  If  e,:!i  \ -i  .\  i  iai.-.-.us  can  be 
made  to  speak  as  it  were  in  .  '*  \  .r,  ihar  all  that  the 
goveri.mentdoesisexcelleiii.  and  \'.  Itat  all  tiiose  whoare 
opposed  10  them  say  is  fake  and  factious,  this  constant 
combined  and  concerted  language,  will  soon  have  a 
tendency  to  make  those  who  heir  little  else  believe  all 
this  is  triic.'' 

Mr.  Bond  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him  for 
ihis  long  extrac.  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  whose  speech 
it  is  ttikeii,  was  at  the  time  a  friend  of  gen.  Jackson, 
and  zealously  engaged  in  eleia.mghm  to  power.  In 
thus  describing  the  government  pa  roiitiie  over  the 
press,  ihat  gentleman  said  he  w  as  mt  rely  warning  the 
country  of  dangers  which  might  he  realized,  if  no  le- 
siraintwas  impo-ed  on  that  patronage.  General  .laek- 
son  was  eleva  ed,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  succeeded  him, 
and  is  now  in  power.  Instead  of  eghty-two  presses 
thus  eiiipioyed  by  the  govermoeht,  they  ba'.e  now  con- 
.siderably  upwards  of  one  hutidrcO,  and  the  patronage 
is  held  and  exercised  withoui  any  inani.erof  checker 
restrain'.  In  this,  surely,  the  country  was  disap- 
pointed. 

But  you,  also,  M'-.  Speaker,  took  part  in  that  de- 
bati,  and  warned  the  country  of  the  danger  of  ihis  pa- 
tronage, and  the  necessity  of  restraining  i'.  I  hope, 
sir,  it  will  no'  be  out  of  order  lotbaw  on  your  retnarks, 
in  aid  of  my  present  pllrpl^e.  T;:e -eo'inient.s  which 
■.ii;r    h,  --,,!  :,■,-  !,;;;(   I\  ,    .  .    and   must  Command 

I  I  ..I   i   i  ■■  (.    1.      ,  -    .'.        ■■■!  die  resoltt'ion  now 
L:n'!i  r  II  .i-i'itf.L  a.M  !'■   ilir  :  !_  niie'itsand  illustrations 
rather  than  to  at- 


of  die  friends  of  geiieial  .lacks 
lenipt  any  new suggesiions. 


?i;eakcr,  that  some  friend 
.ry  of  stale,  intimated  ihal 
ers  savorrd  soine.vhat  of 
thisvour  indignation  was 


Mr.  S.iunders  concluded    by  sayi 
•'iutentioiito  take  thisp^wer  friin  tl, 
and  place  it  el-ew  here.' 
;Mr.  Houston,)  nf  i ;  ,i  .i 
now  the  president  "I    i 
resolution,    and  ih  :,  . 
slate  to  cha 


that  it  was  his 
ate  di'partmeiit 
tuber  from  Teiiiies.-ee, 
I II  ir  of  that  state,  and 
'  .mtd  iMr.  Saunder.-' 
It  of  the  secretary  of 
I  ihe  laws  for  opinion's  i 


slate  to  ctiange  tlit  piii.n 

sake.     He  ailiged  iliuf  llie  pracoce  of  that  de|jiiriiient !  oi 
bad  been  to  allow  an  individual  who  might  be  |e;So.n- ,  qi 


"l.,q,ii..i'oriiil,sir!  And  has  ihc  lime  arrived  in  ihis 
coun'ry  when  i' is  deemed  i.iqiiisi  orial  respe'ttf.illy  'o 
ask  a  piihli' officer,  who  is  respons  hie  to  the  jieople 
who^e  ;epri'sentali\es  we  are,  fir  the  public  reasons 
(not  the  piiva'e  nuitves)  of  hi'  p  .bhc  con  Juc  ?  Is  it 
iusultiiig  10  demand  of  a  public  oHieer  lo  exp'aiii  and 
accouni  fir  his  conduc  ?  is  ti.e  tran-a'lan  ic  (Ire  rine, 
tha'  "  I  e  king  em  do  no  wr  ing,"  to  he  introduced 
here?  Though  we  have  no  alien  and  seilition  laws, 
are  we  lo  hiive  what  is  taivatm  unt  to  then  ?  A:e  the 
pohiic  funcnonar  es  i.f  ihe  g  .vtri.ment  to  he  wrapped 
up  in  Ihe  robes  of  offi.  e.  a. id  1 1  he  In  Id  irrisponsible  'O 
tiie  people  or  die  peop'i '.-  represename.-?  And  are  all 
t'losewho  have  tiriii.  e»s  and  independence  enough 
fearles.sly  to  inquire  into  ihe  i  onduci  ol  piihlie  ii  en,  and 
the  manner  in  whch  li.e  public  money  is  expended, 
to  be  denounced  hy  he  par  isaiis  and  serv.le  ai.hereniB 
of  the  hoiite  that  now  ic  luiis  as  facimis  ipp.i-iiioiiis  t? 
Sir,  (yi  11  coiiiimin!,  Mia  S|  i  a!  c  r  )  this  inivir.fap- 
poinliiiL' the  public  primer  w  iiniannnlt  lu.iirii  wl.eie 
it  is.  It  i.-,  lo  say  li.e  least  i.f  It,  siil  jeit  to  ab  ise.  and 
may  he  improperly  used  f.r  tie  purpi^c  of  muzzling 
and  iiiliueiiciiig  the  lihei'ty  of  tie  pies.s'' 

Tiiat  being  the  cat e,  you  piopii.=ed.  sir.  "lo  remove 
bis  power  of  appointment  from  the  cteparinient  of  state, 
and  vest  it  son.ew  fere  else,  w'Ih  re  it  would  he  more 
lately  and  properly  exf-rctsic."  The  counii\- is  aware, 
M."-.  S.ieaker.  that'y  ii  have  coirinm  d  m 
d  thish.iu.'e  ever  since   vou  mine  the 


ally  opposed  to  llie  views 
lie  department,  if  be  wash 
II-  olheer,  to  retain  his  plm 
uid  I  cell  made  in  order  tii 

ertiiiient  may  How  in  a  p,i 

ti.ii'se  would  gag  the  freee 

said: 


id  opi 


nsof  tbi 
able 


pre 


ii-i.i  il  '  if  changes 
I  Miiime  of  the  gov- 
iianiler?,  Sutll  a 
1  of  opinion.''    He 


quoted,  now  moie  than  eleven  yet 

ead  of'  tion  was  el  erished  that  you  would 

Lib- 1  here,  piaclife  under  these  opinion: 


vl.( 
and 


iitmber 
k>  just 
xpeita- 
iiajoriiy 
e  this 


"fa 'ion age  is  nota  thin2  local  and  circumscribed, 
it  seelts  evrrv  lotlc  ramiticniion  into  which  it  can  by 
itiy  p:i.«Mhility  ittsiiiuute  itself.  It  is  like  Ihe  proicress 
ol  -  ciincer  in  llie  human  body;  it. seizes  on  ever}' vein 
and  artery,  one  after  anoiher,  nor  stops  its  progress  nil 
die  sulierer  sinks,  and  then  the  knile  is  too  late  ap- 

plied," 

Next  came  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Sonih  Carolina,  the 
chairman  of  that  rc'reiichmeiit  committee  lo  which  I 
have  already  alluded.     Tiial  gentleman  said  : 

"These  eighiy-iwo  presses  '.voiild  be  put  on  the  diet 
of  a  whok'some  regimen,  tind  in  the  course  of  a  salu- 
tary discipline.     Tiiesiurdv   and   indeiiendeiit    would 

■    '    ....  .'....1.  ..ffUl.^  „,,  .u I,.l..i.     1 


priming  patronage  "from  ihr  deparlmeiit ;  f  siate,  and 
vest  it  .Somewhere  else,  where  it  would  he  mure  safely 
and  properlv  exercised."  I  am  S'-rry  sir,  ilal  this  pub- 
lic expi  c  uti.in  has  been  tli^t  ppoini  d.  I  can  ooly  ac- 
count tor  it  hy  si,p(iii.-iii£r  ib.il  your  various  po' tical  en- 


friends  of 
iha   you  wii 


id    1,1 


doii. 


Sill 


and  ret:.- 


.'here  is 

m;  III  II  \ain  have 
r  |i'ril:;i',  and  the 
ndulge  die  hope 


1  hope  you,  sir,  will  not  think  this  an  "inquisitorial" 
measme.  It  is  indeed,  true  that  when  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  during  the  last  session  of  congress, 
attempted  'o  look  into  the  deiiartnit  nis  oi'  the  govern- 
nieir,  gen.  Jackson  upeitly  re.-isttd  it,  and  said  such  a 
measme  was  "worse  than  the  Spni  ish  iiiqiii.-=ilion.'' 
Mote,  sir;  he,  in  efl'rct,  gave  orders  that  it  should  not 
be  turned  out  to  he  ti'id  on  such  offals  as  ihey  might  be  '  be  toieriiied.  Mr.  Sprakei,  did  not  your  cheek  then 
able  10 pick  up,  uniil  ihe  whole  pack  should  open  m  lull  j  mantle  with  honest  ii  dignation?  and  ii' yai  had  held  a 
and  harmonious  cry,  in  one  common  note,  from  the  i  seal  here,  instead  of  ihe  eh.air  you  on  ;'.  m  M  '  ai  not 
s'lirdy  inastilf  that  howls  at  the  door  of  the  treasury,  i  haveagain  exclaimed,  "is  the  iransi,  i,i  r.  thai 

to  Ihe  most  slarveliitglurnsiiit  that  barkson  the  farthest  1 'Ihe  king  can  do  no  wrong.'  lo  I"  inre?" 

verttc  of  our  frontier."  Or  were  you  constrained  to  admit  that,  uiKiir  ic  laiast- 

M'.  Bond  said  he  would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether   ed  system  of  reform,  "die  public  fiiiiciionaiies  of  the 
we  did  now  realize,  in  the   present  official  organ,  the  I  government"  are   now  "wrapped  up  in  the  robes  of 
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oin  e,''  iiiiJ  -helii  i ■.•ts|)  .iisibic   io  ;lic  pejp.e   or  llu- 
pe  ip.u's  R'lia'se.ita.ivi;-?'' 

Mr.  li.  -iiid  he  lijpcj  lie  li!>.!,  '•>■  ;lils  ;inif.  fiiniistieil 
some  cvicJeiH'e  lu  In-  luu-i:,  :ui  I  i  lie  i;e.iile:na:i  tVoiii 
tiew  H  uiipsliire.  (Mr.  Cu-lmi;.ii,)i'i  partc.iliir,  llwi  [lie 
e.\<.'rcise  o("  this  priii.Li^  p-rr-miLP  hy  M.".  .A<lu'iis'  au- 
iiii  lismrioi),  was  nur  ii.ily  i|Uisi.o  led,  liul  uppily  cm- 
deii)  le.l.  T.ie  tnc  ijs  ilije  ..  JiiciS  lu,  -sj  Cur  Ir  .111  pie- 
(cidiiig  dial  11  ivas  i.npmc  L-ahle  i-i  o  irrci-i  die  ;diase 
of  this  pnver,  pled  (ed  iliiiiiselvvs  t.i  the  eouu  ry,  ihu: 
tlipvujul.i  aikl  wo  till,  «li«:i  ill  a  iiia'ori  y  pnivide  a 
reii'iedy.  He  « luld  r-ubiii.-  it  to  die  1  e  .pie  m  ^ay  «  he- 
tlur  tiiis  liud  lice.i  done.  Was  it  nut  iiimiriuus  dmt  die 
e.\  eiil  ot'  die  prritnu  p  itro  la^'e  had  heel  aicady  e  .- 
lifted  11  idiT  ihe  pre'eiii  djiiiiiiaut  piry?  U  leit  the 
iiiiiiiher  o(  uew.-i)  ipers  in  whii'h  ihe  'a.vs  are  prin'ed 
veiy  c  miiiUeiahly  i.iereased?  Is  jioi  die  orli'.iary 
prill  iiiyp  iir.iiiasie  >  I'tlie  several  dcpartireiii.s  lari^'reai- 
er  than  lir.iierh?  .\  1 1,  as  10  iliu  piililic  priii  in;,- fur 
coigress,  it  hid  so  s.voileii,  un  ar  the  promised  re- 
Ire  i^diiiieii',  ihat  we  were  almost  iiKlii-cd  10  believe 
tlial  die  term  was  used  in  irony  l>y  llioje  from  whom  the 
people  e.vpecird  iciinoniy. 

I  iioiv  pr.ipose.  .M:'.  SiieaUer,  to  ."how  what  sedi«'live 
iaHuenccs  this  pa'ruini:e  over  ihe  press  eairics  with  v; 
and  tor  this  purpose,  1  must  acjaiii  invoke  ihe  aid  of  the 
Ja>-kson rofo'iiiers,  iisiiij  tl^eir  owa  arsjonwiit.s,  and  ihc 
very  lanauage  in  wliuli  tliiy  ndinonished  die  coiintiy 
of  t.'io  i),ise  ii^es  wiii  li  would  he  made  of  this  p  iwer.  1 
hope  Keiitk'ineii  wih  reiiietolicr  die  r<'iiiarks  n>ade  on 
this  subject,  and  w  liiili  [  Imve  already  ^nveii  to  the 
house,  from  die  spceeb  of  i\Ir.  ll.iiiiildii  ilie  eliairiiian 
of  the  uomniiiU'e  on  reform.  1  re  iMved  lor  ih,-  present 
branch  of  the  arJiiineni  a  peeiil  arlv  sir. king  ami  des- 
criptive pasj-ase  in  the  sp(  eeh  nf  Mr.  H.m.stoii,  before 
alluded  to.  lie  undertakes  lodeserii.e  an  honesi,  inilc- 
pendent  edi:or,  of  i;,)od  prinrip'es,  ;iail  de.scrved  inllu- 1 
cnee,  and  then  adds,  sucli  an  edit  ir  as  this 

■'.May  no'  be  disp  ised  lu  how  or  IxMid  his  prineipk- 
for  the  sakeof  supp  irtiiii;  a  particular  aduiuiisiration  or 
individu.d.  It  may  Im  ne.-essary  i.i  eer  aiii  plans  and 
interests,  that  such  a  man  as  tills  should  be  y  igge.d  or  [ 
prostrated.  In  that  case,  a  very  politic  co:  rse  vvoajd 
DC  to  Stan  11  new  pt.p'T  .some  iew  inoinhs  before  new 
patronaiLje  is  to  be  eo  iferred;  to  ii-e  every  rxerion  to 
obtain  fir  it  a  sufiieient  niinibcr  iS  sub^rr.l.ers;  10  lake 
measures  thai,  at  a  1  lin-^ards,  :l,e  papi  r  I'e  sustained: 
then  10  get  for  he  editor  s.i  ,u.  iruc  and  iriis:y  lillow —  [ 
afedow"tnat  will  'yo  the  whole;'  wlio  is  troubled  with 
no  prln.tiples  on  any  sulijec.',  but  who  will  support  a  1 
certain  interest  "ihrous;!!  thick  and  thin;'  who  will  pur- 1 
sue  nocoiirse  of  his  own,  hui  will  ever  be  ready  to  lake 
his  cue  tVomacerliiin  ipiaricr.  .Alter  getting  him  some 
one  or  two  hundred  subscribers,  and  usinf;  every  expe- 
dient to  make  him  some  characu  r,  he  must  then  have 
the  priming  of  the  laws,  as  a  token  of  the  confidence  of 
the  j/ovtrnmeiit,  and  then  all  will  be  leady  tor  aeuon. 
Sir,  I  will  not  say  tli.Tt  such  a  press  is  to  be  established 
and  paid  f.ir  o;it  ..I  1  •,  .  ,  ;;ii;.  .t  find;  I  am  not  war- 
raned  in  su.li  :.  :  .  .    '.  ,    I    -  ..  •/  ili,:l  fwh  a  new 

btginncr  inu.l  A,  ;      ,  ,  ;.  .  ,  .  '  ,../-'.  il  In  in  diieit 

Op/Msitiuil  It)  fir    1'!^'    '    .  .'I  u  r-lr  •  "I    Ih''  puipUy 

Thusspoke  Ml.  11  i;;s  uniii  L'S.iT.'  Let  us  now  pause 
for  a  monieni,  Mr.  .^.leaker,  and  inquire  whether  those 
who  know  so  well  the  use  and  abuse  of  this  power, 
have  not  proved  the  jselves  skilful  adepts  in  its  prac  i- 
cai  appliea  ion.  L-.  1  us  direct  our  afeivion  to  llie  oiTi- 
cial  ne  .vsjiiiiier,  1  ni-  (I.obe,  and  see  if  Mr.  II  lus'on  has 
not  111  St  ap  :y  described  "its  rise,  progress,  and  present 
state." 

We  know,  sir,  that  at  die  commencement  of  gen. 
J.ackson's  ndnilnistriiion,  the  otficial  newspaner  wiis 
the  U.ii.ed  S  a  cs  Tuiegraph.published  by  DuirOrecn. 
Things  went  on  pre'iy  smootlily  for  a  while,  and  until, 
as  was  s.iid,  some  jealous  rivalry  spruni;  up  between 
the  iheu  vice  president  of  the  Uni  ed  Stales  and  the 
present  president,  Mr.  Van  B  iren,  who  was  then  se- 
cretary (if  st.'ie.  U  was  .said  G.'een  was  eiisi>ecie  I  for 
che-.lsliing  a  stroiii'cr  pariahiy  lor  ihe  vice  president 
tha-i  fi.-  die  seereiary  of  sta'e.  But  i  do  not  profess  to 
be  famdiar  with  die  causes  of  this  family  jar.  Report 
ea  d  ilia;  h.e  'iVtei^raph  was  not  discontinued  ahrupfly, 
as  the  oliicud  orja  1,  but  was  grndnallv  supplanted  by 
tiicGijite,  a  ail  s  e.iiior,  Francis  P.  Blair,  br.iuglit  iiere 
for  mat  pirpisef.Min  Keuiu'-ky.  Among  ilir  means 
re.'orieJ  10  Ijt  tlii^  purpose,  as  complained  of  by  the 
Telegraph,  \\ere  orders  or  reqrests  to  various  p.istmas- 
ters  iliroughoiil  die  country  to  furnish  lists  of  its  sub- 
scribers. Tuc  G;f»iie  was  then  sent  10  tlieni,  claimina 
to  have  the  spe-'ial  coiili  I'^nce  of  the  pariv.  io  ibis 
v4-ay  it  was  ini:ia-.ed  into  favor  among  ihe  subscribers 
of  the  Telegraph,  a:id  in  due  seas  >n  the  laiti^r  paper 
waswiijly  abjared.  I  hive  no  kiow.edge  of  all  the 
measures  taken  "diat  a'  a'l  h  izar.is  the  paper  be  sus- 
laiaed,"  and  will  leave  it  fir  .j-hers  who  k  low  Francis 
P.  Bl  iir  better  liia.i  1  do  t'l  deter. nine  v.-helbcr  the  aj- 
mi.iistraii.):i  in  famishing  a:i  edito"  for  tile  Giobe,  siic- 
cee.led  i  1  ge:tin,'  a  ■  true  a. id  irusy  I'ello  .v,  a  li:l|ow  ihal 
will  'g>  th;  w:i,)|.-,'  w  11  is  irjij  e  1  with  no  prineiplea 
oa  a.iy  s  i  yec  ,  b  jt  wii  >  >vill  supp  irt  a  certain  in  eresi 
Mir.i.igii  thick  ail  ih;n."'  T.iis  I  kno.v.  that  the  ad- 
mi. iis;r.i  ijn  fisiered  anl  c  lerisheJ  the  Gijbe  witii  a.i 
i.u.ni.ise  a.n  1  nit  of  p  i  r.i.i  ige,  a.iJ  in  iliat  way  gave 
it  stren^  h  a  li  ind-ie  i.;e.  TiUtpip.jr  was_  first  p  ib- 
lisned  hi  U31.  Tue  *v.io'e  a  11 1 1  r  piid  for  printing 
bv"  toe  Piecaive  depurnn3  I's  m  lA3i  and  li33,  was 
SU3  3;j  il,  of  wiicii  Si7i45  U  were  p.iid  to  the 
G.  iiie,a  id  the  reai due  to  various  other  p:iiitin?esriib- 
I.sh  lie  us.  e  hiors,  and  p  lolishers  thr.iugnont  the  U. til- 
ed Stues.  In  1831  and  lJ3j,  the  whole  am  mn  so 
paid  was  ?J3,90j  5 J;  of  which  sum,  a  purl,  say  SlO.- 


473  16,  was'p.dd  Iodic  Globe,  and  the  residue  nuain 
divided  as  before.  K.ir  die  iie.xt  two  years,  e  idiiig 
with  Sep:eiii!ier,  H37,  the  sevt  ral  e.-ieoulive  depari- 
iiients  paid  out.  tor  prlndng,  die  euoriiions  siiin  <d 
^i42,S01  0.^1  Of  this,  llie  (i  "he  received  «-21.3Hl  27, 
a. id  the  balance  was  diviiled  and  subdivided — the  spoil 
hei.ig  thus  given  in  due  proporoiuis  am  eig  ihe  whole 
pack,  fr.nii  "die  surily  111  isiilf  d.a'  bowls  a;  the  door 
it  the  treasury,'  down  ".o  die  111  -st .starve  ing  itirnspit 
ha'  barks  o  1  the  f.i-desi  veiite  ol  our  fronder." 

B,it  i  will  lie  observed  iha!,  so  lar,  I  have  s  atcd  the 
■•niMnit  of  ti.e  KO-nitlve  pii'roliaue  of  die  pre.^s  onlv. 
I.i  Deeenibir,  I.S3J,  the  Globe  obtained  the  pnnlii.g  for 
the  house  of  represeniaiues  nnil  for  the  twii  years 
ending  on  the  30  h  Si  p'eml.er,  1837,  i's  editors  nr  pub- 
lishers weic  paid,  on  that  aceoeiii,  SlO.I.'JM  53.  It 
ilius  iippcars  iliai,  tor  the  lusisi.x  vear.s,  thcGlobe  news, 
pt.pi.r  has  received  from  die  g.i\erniiteiit,  as  the  pub* 
lislicl  document.s  pr.ive,  iiearlv  .S-J-'O.dUll.  Whai  it  lia." 
received  indirecdy,  and  f.oiii  ollice.holders  and  e.v- 
peetnni.s,  no  one  can  .ell.  1  will  noi  designate  each  of 
the  iiinunier.ible  host  of  edi  ors  and  iirioiers  on  w  bom 
this  pati-ou.iL'e  has  been  sh.nveied.  Mnnv  of  dii'in 
have  received  sniiiU  sniiH;  odiers,  ug  dn,  do  not  ipii  e 
eiiual  ilic  Globe  ediiors;  but  1  v. ill  iiunie  a  few  who 
seem  10  he  among  the  pref-.rred,  and  ilien  leave  il  for 
thcir  readers  to  say  wkcdier  their  papers  can  be  sup- 
posed to  be  under  the  whoksome  regimen  of  treasiiiy 
diet. 

I  (mii  that  Hiil  and  Bnrion,  of  New  Hampshire,  have 
received,  in  about  six  years,  beiween  7  000  and  *S  OilO. 
During  the  same  time,  S;iadra(  h  I'eiin.  jr.,  id'  Ken- 
tucky, litis  been  paid  alioiii  Sll),(Kll),  neatly  the  half  of  | 
which  has  hi  en  p.iid  within  the  last  two  years.  IJuriu'i  1 
the  .same  time,  ihe  firms  of  True  and  Green,  Clias.  ( ;. 
G.een.  and  Be.ds  and  Greeu,  of  Boston,  have  been 
paidS27i(ll  7o!  In  the  course  of  iwo  years,  Medarv 
irid  ■M  ■■■\  |..ii,iy  were  paid  S-'  '.a  I  (if.:  Pnine  and  Clark  . 
^-'<7  -,:i  M.rHin  and  Parrv.  of  I'h.hidelph'a,  Si.- i 
'     ■      ■     "  Rcvnolds  imd    .Medarv,  Sil.:iS4;  and 


p.""a  e  to  see  what  the  fr.ends  of  general  J. icksen  vaA 
would  he  ihe  consequence  of  such  use.  The  eon  nii'- 
tee,  ill  llieir  report,  speak  of  the  moral  tiieehanism  1  p.iii 
vyhudi  ihiij  patroiiaiie  acts  "as  a  power  that  seems  irre- 
si.-iib!e,"  and  say  ilu-y  "will  not  stop  to  argue  wliiii  ifry 
predieu  e  as  an'  umleiiiubic  fact,  that,  by  the  eiiiplcy- 
1  leiilol  ihee.\|>eiidiiure8  of  llie  contiuccn'  funds  ol  il  e 
deparimenis,  a  government  press  is  to  all  in.eirs  and 
pnipo.set  I  freciiuilly  es-ablished,  as  much  so  as  if  il.eie 
were  an  annual  i  em  in  the  appropriadon  bill  for  lie 
purpose  of  purcliasiim  il.c  ioint  and  hariiuinious  ac'ioii 
of  one  hundred  pa|iei'siii  die  uiieomproiiiising  vindica- 
tion of  ihoe  in  po'.>er,  and  in  lie  uiispariiii;  abuK  <  f 
h'ise  wdi  1  are  no'.''  And  in  the  deha  e  already  ref  r- 
red  to,  Mr.  Haiiiil  on.  one  of  iberetiriiiers,  in  speaking 
ol  payment   tor  the  services  of  the  press,  oh.'enec — 


jr  Ibe  services  ot  ibe  pre 
toverr.ini-ni   becoiees   ilie 


idn.-odHi-,.ill  ..f  (lino  *-2,0il-i.    All 

liie.-r  :.,;.  ;  ,,    i'-  u.i.    I i,,    .'.    [iDstoflice  depart- 

iiieiii;  ...    :  I  i  .     ..  1.  1     ..:i'  patronage,  some 

of  till-,  j. ,,    ,     I  ,.j 1  .1  .._j  '.wi  contracts  in  die 

same  di  (..ii  ...imi.  Lu  .lu  -.j|.|rl\  ..1  "paper  and  twine," 
c'liiee^ed  wiih  their  prmiing  of  blanks.  Tlie.«e  con- 
lr;ie:s  fjr  "blanks,  paper,  and  twine"  when  e.\amined, 
as  iiiey  v. ere  by  the  coimuil'ees  of  inves  igaiioii,  dis- 
closed the  practice  of  iiiusi  reprehensible  pariialiiy  in 
the  p.isimastir  iicneral  tiir  certain  noliiical  favorites.  I 
have  not  examined  10  see  if  the  other  deportnients  did 
not  .siinul.aneously  bestow  a  pan  of  their  printing  pa- 
tronage on  the-e  same  lll'liv. duals.  This  (ur'hi  r  lac', 
however,  is  ni-closed  by  die  prinnng  arrniiiiis  .■!  die..-e 
departments:  that, fur  smiie  'iiiie  pas;,  ihey  have  iliiown 
large  portions  of  their  patronage  into  the  hands  of 
Langiree  and  O'Sullivan,  of  this  city,  who  are  publish- 
ing a  periodical  journal,  the  "Venwcralic  Ttevitw,"  wliich 
prid'esses  to  be  a  literary  work,  but,  at  die  s:imc  time, 
devotes  its  columns  to  the  cause  and  defence  nf  the 
.\dnunistratioi!,  with  a  zeal  equalled  only  bv  ihe  (dcilie, 
and,  in  at  least  one  of  ils  ardeles  receiiily  published, 
shows  as  little  regard  for  justice  and  truth,  I  think,  as 
that  paper  does. 

The  executive  patronage  of  the  press  was  one  of  die 
ureal  chapters  of  ref  inn  iii'O  which  d:e  famous  rc- 
tiench:iient  report  of  this  house  was  dividetl.  It  is 
there  staled  as  an  alarming  fac',  iha;  die  amount  paid 
tor  printing;  and  advertising  "by  the  executive  depart- 
ments at  ihe  .seat  of  governineut  for  the  [ihenj  three 
last  year?,  (13i5,  1S26,  and  1S27.)  and  by  the  general 
post  office.  111  two  years,  was  S71,830  51.''  In  the 
same  report,  we  are  also  told  that  ihe  printing  for  con- 
L'res.s,  the  senaie  and  li.ui'e  inclu-leil,  from  March, 
I.S19,  to  Deeeinher,  Hi7.  beiuar  a  period  of  eight  years, 
amounted  to  Si7I,slS3  o7.  These  were  thought  to  be 
exiravaiyini  expenditures,  and  retrenchment  demanded 
and  promised. 

I  bog  the  house  to  indulge  nie  a  few  moments  in ; 
holding  up  to  their  view,  an'l  especially  lo  the  genlle- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  C.inihreleng,)  -.vbo  was  an 
active  member  of  that  comniitiee.  a  mirror,  in  wiiich 
the  practical  retonn  may  be  seen.  If  the  gendeman, 
V  the  piny. shall  find  the  object  a  hideous  one.  I  can 
onlv  say  the  p'cture  reilectetl  is  the  work  of  their  own 
ha  rids. 

For  the  six  years  ending  on  HO  h  Prpteniber,  1H37, 

the   several   e.^'eciitive   depar'i :-,    nw  ju-tve  of   tiie 

genera!  post  oOice,  paid  out  !?3  10  \\i''  t!7  l..r  ibeir  priul- 
intr.  In  order  10  gel  three  via  is,  si,  us  1.1  eum.jare  it 
with  the  term  nnd  amount  be'oie  s'a  ed  by  the  conimii- 
lee,  let  us  take  lialfoflhe  S3iO,U6  37,fay  $170,05  t  18 

Deduct  the  aniduul  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee        ....        71,830  51 

AniTint  of  increase  every  three  years 

by  the  reformers    •  -  -     .'?9^  •?^7  fi7 1 

\  I  also  find  that,  in  six  years,  ending  on  ihe  30  h  day 
of  St-p  ember,  1  *37,  the    priuliiiL'  for  congress,  isena'c  j 

!  and  h  nise,)  and    inclusive  iif  cerain  land  dneume-ns. 

I  b  loks.  and  engraving,  ainoun'ed  to  875!  5^.1  G2.  Let 
us  deduct  the  amoimt  repored  by  die  commii'fe  as 
piid  for  die  same  object  in  eight  vears  by  the  adminis. 
'ration  which  was  ciidenned  fir  i's  extravagance — 
that  was  S271,3<3  37,  T  lat  operation  will  show  that 
the  r€fo'm'''--<  h'lve  p  'id,  in  the  egislaiivc  patrouagr  of 
the  press.  $173,701  2j  more  in  six  years,  than  the  whig 

1  par'y  paid  i  1  eight  years! ! 

j      If  iving  thus  sli  iwn  the  amount  of.  and  how  this  pa- 

1  tro.iage  is  now  used  by  the  e.xcL'u'dve,  it  w-Ul  be  tippro- 


\\  hen  t!ie  govertiini-ni  becoii'cs  ilie  payniasn  r  f  r 
these  set viciP,  the  evil  is  infinitely  augiiieiited.  For, 
what  are  tlie 'erviccs  which  the  press  undiu- such  cm- 
cum  lance.s  is  expee'ed  to  render  as  a  reiiirn  i'or  the 
partial  kindness  of  the  iriiveriimeii: !  Why,  10  cover 
all  their  approaches  10  aruiirary  po-wtr;  u^  ilefi-nd  eiudi 
nieasuie  o(  misrule  and  eorriipiic.n;  to  find  e.scufes  and 
iipiilogies  for  every  act  of  inibecili  y,  Blibou;..|i  die  iii- 
lerest  and  honor  of  the  country  may  be  jeoparded  by 
ignorance,  npaihy,  or  neglecl;  but,  above  all.  lo  suhjecl 
those  who  do  not  iliink  'the  existing  powers'  eniided  10 
tlu' C'Uifii'erice  of  liie  people  to  the  most  unspiring  ca- 
I'liiiny  and  abuse."  Mr.  Bond  said  he  would  njipeal  to 
tlie  house  and  lo  die  counirv,  if  we  are  noi  now  cvj'c- 
r'eiicing  daily  the  praciicaf  apniieaiion  of  what  M'-. 
lliimilton  nieiilioned  as  a  nossiiili.  sia  e  of  il.in:  s.  Is 
not  his  dcscrip'um  of  a  sulisidi'/.ed  pr.  ss  in  tie  hands 
of  llie  g.:vcriiiiient,  so  graphically  true  of  llu-  present 
ailiiiiMi>ii  lion  and  i^s  press,  ilial  11  iiiii;ht  jiustly  be  coii- 
I  I.I  i!  iliui  ihey  sat  for  the  pictiiri  ?  Hvery  day's  cx- 
liiiiH.  shows  that  all  who  oppose  the  pi esiiit  ad- 
uiiiiisiiaiiiui  are  "siibjec"ed  to  tI.e  most  unsparing:  ca- 
hiiir.v  and  abuse."  Anoherof  ilie.Iacksoii  rifirir.rrs 
in  this  hon.se,  Mr.  Moyd,  of  Vita  nia,  oh.served  in  de- 
bate here,  diat  "the  i^.xeeuiive  iidlueiice  in  this  guvein- 
inciit  was  very  great,  and  had  been  exerted  to  calum- 
niate members  in  this  house  as  well  as  trii  at  mid  wise 
men  out  of  the  house."  He  said  "it  bad  been  atie mpt- 
ed  to  cut  them  oil"  by  dark  incendoes,''  and  that  "hiii- 
lini  scribblers  liud  been  paid  directly  or  indirectly  for 
peifiirming  the  task.'' 

Mr.  Speaker,  have  we  not  fell  and  seen  ihe  sad  reality 
of  all  this  fur  the  last  nine  years,  but  more  particularly 
since  Mr. Van  Biiren  iinderook  "theimproveinentoftiia 
pres.s,''  and  a  displavof  its  licentious  power  in  die  hired 
columns  of  die  Globe?  Who  has  not  been  disuusled 
with  the  coarse  and  "unsparing  caliiinii)"  from  tluv  to 
day  poured  out  upon  members  of  couLness.  and  of  die 
seia'e  in  particular,  who  hnpiiened  to  tliiiik  diat  "the 
exisdng  powers  were  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people?"'  Who  has  not  seen  the  aoeinpl  in  ihe 
government  press  to  break  down  the  iiifluenee   and 
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of  -he  Bank  of  ibe  I'  in  ,1  S  ;,i, 
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die  "s'urdv  maslili,''  at  the  door 

the  while'  kennel.  "Tray,  nianehe,  and  Saee  hem-, 
little  dogs  and  all,'' even  to  the  "most  siarvelieg  tiiri'- 
spil  that  barks  on  the  (nrtliest  verge  of  our  fro""ier,'' 
re-echo  the  .sound?  The  .lackson  reformer,  Mr.  Floyd, 
spoke  of  the  slaiulerson  incnibers  of  congress  and  on 
other  men  elscwiiere.  Wliv,  sir,  «e  daily  experience 
thai  and  ni.ire.  Tlie  presidiiii  and  his  pre'ss  biivej-ono 
on  from  nine  to  time  calumniaiiiii;  nicnibers  of  con- 
gress and  others  individually,  a'ld  a!  length  have  i'ut  to 
sla'idering  the  peop'e  in  a  body — a  kind  of  wholesa'e 
slander  business.  If  a  congressional  district,  in  the 
free  e.xercise  of  its  constitutional  right,  electa  member 
V*  ho  will  not  "how  and  do  obeisance  to  the  par'y,''  he  is 
at  once  proclaimed  to  be  die  fvcii  atlorneyof  the  back, 
and  the  people  of  the  district  are  etigmatued  as  're- 
pr  cved  debtors.'' 

Here,  sir,  I  desire  to  read  a  short  paragrajih  from  the 
pre.si/lcnl'soflRcial  newspaper — the  Globe.  It  was  priir- 
ed  a  year  since,  and  then  met  my  eye.  1  have  prt serv- 
ed i'  fir  the  px|iress  purpo'e  of  n  ilicing  il  heie,  on  a 
siiiiable  occasion;  and  this  i»  the  first  iifipri  priac  luo- 
liicnt  I  have  had  to  do  su.  The  paraLTiqib  in  qiie-iion 
w.is  written  on  the  occasion  of  announcing  the  elc'-'oti 
of  one  of  the  prcsi-nt  .senators  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  AMen,) 
in  doing  which,  the  Globe  exulis  at  w  hat  it  w  as  plen"  il 
111  consider  a  defeat  of  Mr.  Ewins',  a  highly  disiingiii'l- 
od  and  most  valuable  mendier  uf  die  se'in'e.  I  du  uut 
pnpose  lo  dwell  oil  iha  1  !i  m  m:  i'  i.s  foreiun  •■  my 
pnriHi.sc;  bu'  I  do  veiilv  In  '-i  -. e  11  w  is  achieved  against 
the  wishes  of  a  iimjori'v  of  the  pttiple  of  Ohio,  and  re- 
cent events  sustain  ihai  opinion.  .\nd  yet,  this  man, 
w.  h'Jin  the  people  of  Ohio  delighted,  and,  if  the  signs  of 
d.e  ti.nes  do  not  deceive,  will  a'^in  "de'iLdii  to  hono'','' 
is,  at  the  moment  of  his  retirins  from  the  sena'e  10  die 
h.  .som  uf  his  fatnilv.  and  lo  all  the  p'l'vn'c  rela'iAns  of 
life,  held  up  and  siigmadzed  in  t'-e  G'ube  ne  a  "bank 
beneficiar)'."  In  the  same  onicie.  sir,  some  fifeen  sena- 
tors are  oppr  tbrionslv  named  and  cun'emne  I  bv  'his 
government  press.  The  s'ate  of  Ahibnma  i*:  par'ieii. 
Iprly  c  inGTatida'ed  o-i  being  relieved  fom  the  *  Cw^ 
/leutierv"  of  Gabriel  Moure.  Bin  now  a  nei*'  lig'':  hiis 
suddenly  opcneil  v<'!iieh  vvbu'lv  el-a'-geo  the  n.et'i"ni 
tl  rough  which  'he  Gli.be  .sees  ■■Calhnunen,."  to  use  Mr. 
Blair's  own  plira.se-.     How  long  lia3  il  been  since  that 


294 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  7,  1838— MR.  BOND'S  SPEECH. 


paper  stigmalized  Mr.  Calhoun  ''as  the  bank's  leefl  "i-  , 
sirumeiit,"  and  said  of  him  ^'that  ni>  man  ever  nulhfiM 
the  truth  with  so  httle  remorse?"  Now,  hovrever,  tne 
whole  scene  is  changed,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  is  almost 
deilied  by  the  very  government  press  which  but  yester- 
day had  so  reviled  him!  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  realize 
anutiier  truth  spread  before  the  country  in  Mr.  Benton  s 
repjri,  which,  in  describing  the  power  of  the  president 
over  individuals  administering  the  government,  say.':: 
"He  makes  and  unmakes  luem."  A  short  lime  since, 
this  adminisiration  and  its  press  stood  forth  the  advo- 
cates and  friends  of  the  state  banks,  and,  after  placing 
the  public  money  iu  their  custody,  urged  them  to  lend 
it  out.  Having  llius  "debauched"  and  seduced  them 
from  the  "even  tenor  of  their  way,"  this  same  admiiiis- 
trati  in  and  press  now  abuse  the  banks  and  the  credit 
system  which  but  yesterday  they  applauded;  and,  to 
justify  this  abuse,  falsehood  is  subsiiiuied  for  fac.  The 
Globe  a  day  or  tsvo  since  stated  "that  the  legislative  ex- 
ammation  in  Ohio"  proved  "that  the  directors  of  ihe 
b  inks  there  had  drawn  out  more  than  the  whole  amount 
of  their  real  capital."  This,  sir,  is  another  damig  and 
impudent  falsehood  of  that  paper,  and  furnishes  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  desperation  of  this  administra- 
uon  and  its  "government  press,"  in  carrying  out  the 
sub-treasury  sysiein,  with  all  its  selfish  purposes.  The 
result  of  the  "legislative  examination  of  the  banks  in 
Ohio"  is  fully  reported  by  the  auditor  of  the  stale,  who 
is  a  thorough-going  disciple  of  the  sub-treasury  school. 
His  report  is  now  before  me,  and  I  invite  its  immediate 
in.<pection.  It  is  most  creditable  to  the  banks  of  Ohio; 
shows  iliern  to  have  been  prudently  managed,  and  that 
they  will  not  surtijr  in  comparison  with  those  of  any 
Elate  in  the  union.  But  let  us  I'ml.-  inio  the  auditor's 
report,  and  test  the  truth  of  tli-  I  i.i  -'  i  -.1  liv  ihe  CJIobe, 
"that  the  directors  of  the  b.iiik  m  i  ',i  >  'niii  drawn  out 
more  than  the  amount  ot  ilini  i:';i  <■  i;);ia;."  ."'■,■  thf 
auditor's  report,  it  appears  that  tU'-  ninoiint  m  .T'lhnO 
stock  actually  paid  in  these  bank 
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cadaverous  aspect  than  it  even  now  has.  But  who  is  | 
this  man  who  thus  impudently  arrays  himself  against 
the  people'.'  Why,  sir,  he  is  himself  a  "reprieved  debtor" 
of  the  very  bank  which  he  is  every  day  revihng.  Do 
gentlemen  require  proot?  The  files  of  this  house  fur- 
nish it.  A  paper  reported  or  filed  by  one  of  the  coiij- 
mitlees  of  this  house  shows  that  this  same  Francis  P. 
Blair,  who  was  brought  here  from  Frankfort,  in  the 
state  of  Kentucky,  owed  the  Bjiik  of  the  United  Slates 
the  sunt  of  ©20,744  36.  It  is  true  that  only  a  part  of 
this  sum  was  his  own  debt;  nevertheless,  on  his  own 
account,  and  as  security  for  others,  he  was  debtor  to 
that  bank,  on  the  30th  day  of  Novembei,  1830,  for  the 
whole  amount  of  the  sum  which  I  have  mentiotied.  Did 
he  pay  it?  No,  sir.  Does  he  yet  owe  it?  No,  sir.  How- 
was  he  discharged?  He  compromised,  if  the  terms  on 
which  he  was  released  are  justly  entitled  to  be  called  a 
compromise.  What  were  those  leiins?  Wb\  he  held 
a  clerk's  fee  bill,  amountino;  to  §37  42,  and  a  note  on  a 
gendeman  by  the  name  of  Giatz  for  S2o0,  say,  together, 
S237  42,  which  he  gave  up  to  the  bank,  and  was  re- 
•eased  from  $20,744  36!  Now,  sir,  !  'hink  Francis  P. 
Blair  may  justly  be  called  a  'reprieved  debtor." 

Such  a  settlement  proves  that  Blair  was  utterly  insol- 
vent at  the  close  of  the  year  1830.  If  his  insolvency 
was  occasioned  by  misfortune,  he  should  be  pined  rather 
than  condemned  on  that  account.  Of  the  circumstan- 
ces of  his  failure  I  am  ignorant.  I  refer  to  his  insol- 
vency for  what  I  esteem  a  pevfijctly  just  purpose  in  this 
debate.  We  find  him  brought  to  Washington  in  1831, 
and  employed  as  the  publisher  or  ediior  of  the  Globe, 
which  is  made  the  government  press.  We  soon  see 
streams  of  patronage  flowing  in  upon  him  from  all  the 
executive  departments.  The  extent  and  character  of 
this  ptitroiiage  I  have  before  aUuded  to.  In  a  brief 
spai'c  of^  time  we  see  him  living  and  entertaining  c.\- 
pensively,  and  going  all  the  rounds  of  the  court  society 
.It  Washington.  If  Mr.  Blair  had  no  connexion  with 
I  thin  govciiinient  patronage,  he  might  do  all  this,  and 
110  man  would  be  jtistiiied  in  alliidini'  to  or  commennng 
!  on  it  It  is  the  high  prerogative  of  every  freeman  to 
I  d  V  1  1  s  0  n  s  1  e  plci  e  B  M  Speil  er  1  e 
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sale  slander  business,"  and  iii.'  -  j- j.^-ni  1  tiiaf's 
al  masses  of  men — yes,  sir,  at  ilie  great  body  of  the 
people  themselves.  1  beg  leave  now  (o  read  that  part  of 
the 'article  from  the  government  press  which  I  before 
alluded  to,  announcing  the  result  of  the  senatorial  elec- 
tion then  recently  held  in  Ohio.  Relerring  to  the  dis- 
trict which  I  ha-  e  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  body, 
tiie  president's  ■  flicial  organ  says: 

"■I'lie  bank  held  immense  power  in  his  [my]  district, 
and  exerted  its  moneyed  intiuente  m  aid  of  the  federal 
party,  which  has  stronger  hold  in  iliat  quarter  than  in 
any  other  part  of  Ohio  It  siiccei  ded  by  a  small  ma- 
jority in  electing  Mr.  Bond  the  collector  of  its  bonds 
there.  He  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  representative  of 
reprieved  deblors." 

After  ihe  vile  slanders  which  the  Mvernment  press 
has  wantonly  heaped  upon  many  of  liie  most  emincni 
and  jusdy  distinguished  public  men  of  the  country, 
Mr.  B.  said  an  humble  individual  like  himself  should 
not  complain,  but  rather  feel  honored  tliiit  he  was  no- 
ticed. For  himself,  personally,  he  would  .say  nothing; 
but  for  his  district — his  conslituents — for  the  people,  who 
liad  honored  him  with  their  confidence,  and  made  him 
liieir  repiesentalive  here,  he  had  much  say.  Ho  could 
not,  perhaps,  express  all  the  iust  indignation  that  he 
felt.  My  constituents,  (said  Mr  Bond.)  in  every  trail 
of  character  which  can  justly  ennoble  man,  are  not 
second  to  ihose  of  any  member  of  this  house.  With 
God's  mercy,  and  their  own  right  arm,  they  have  been 
the  builders  of  iheir  own  fortunes.  In  every  sense, 
tliey  are  virtuous,  intelligent,  and  independent  freemen 
—"who  know  their  rights,  and,  knowiii;-.  dare  maintain 
tbein."  They  love  their  country,  ai  ;1  iwi,  i;^  cmsii. 
lull  m;  but  they  have  never  yet  "liim..!  I'l.  l.p-e  ti 
Baal;"nnd  because  thev  will  not,  tin   [  .  Hi.i  i-i  :'.  ■.  vile 

piT-'  .  Ii!'>-I"i!  -lild  swollen  with  goMrni'irnl  l:  ;:.,,i:r..,. 

sii";it.',.  '1'  I  I  ,'i^  "reprieved  dchnu".*! ''  M:  -im'.-i 
slhiu'li:        ;  ,  .   1 -rribbler,"FrancisP.  Bhor,  .    ■     -.    , 

tiiiT  ii.iM  ;:  :ii  <:    ,:i.f,  I  do  not  believe  that  1 1 |ilr, 

wlioiM  iir  lins  Mills  liaselv  s'aiidered,  would  C"'iM'iit  to 
dclilr  ilieir  l;n  ills  by  toiirliiiig  hiiii;  liiit  :hey  would  cas' 
upon  hi'-  a  Pi-i,riirul  aod  wiiliering  look  of  honest  n':t! 
juat  indignation,  which  would  give  to  tusvix^'u  ,i_iwu 


ei  0     al  e  d 
o        he  f  e   d    ot    I  e      e     adn   n  s       on   de 
I    I  e  evs  e  ce  of  any  ab    e   b  ed      ves  ga 

and   le    e  oluao  s  j  as    d  aln  s    una       o    i 
N        1     ve  er        en   I  e    ef   n  er«  ar     n  powe    and 
es  prop    ed     hey  ad  h     e\     e     e 

of    1  e  e    lb     ler  ed   0      tl  e  c  o  u        b     re        1 
quiry.  because,  as  they  allege,  the  abuse  cannot  be  cor- 
rected! 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Cushman) 
may  deem  this  end  iniprRc:icable.  T  do  not.  I  would 
raiher  follow  the  example  of  the  gallant  colonel  Miller, 
(of  the  Gentleman's  own  state,)  who,  when  ordertd 
on  a  peiilons  service  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the 
war  of  l.*!2,did  not  say  it  was  impraerieable,  but  .said 
"I'll  try,  sir,''  to  the  commanding  general.  He  did  tnj. 
and  he  succeeded.  The  achievement  not  only  render- 
ed essential  service  at  this  crisis,  hut  honored  Iiis  coun- 
try's arms,  and  elevated  his  ow  n  fame! 

In  the  attempt  which  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion proposes,  no  danger  awaits  us,  but  a  great  civil 
triumph  may  be  obtained  by  it.  I  invite  the  gentleman 
from  Ne^v  Hampshire  to  adopt  the  words  of  liis  gallant 
statesman,  and.  instead  of  thinking  it  "impracticable," 
let  him  say  "I'll  try.'' 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  greatly  disappointed  in  the 
failure  of  this  promised  reform  in  many  other  respects 
besides  that  which  regarded  the  public  printing  and  the 
execudve  patronage  of  the  press.  And,  to  e.stablish 
this,  I  will  state  bnefly  afew  items,  contrasting  the  pre- 
ce/it  with  the  practice  of  the  reformers.  Imitating  the 
example  found  in  the  report  already  alluded  to,  I  may 
be  best  understood  by  a  division  of  the  subject  into  a 
tew  prominent  heads.  But,  in  the  language  of  that  re- 
port, I  am  "far  from  thinking  I  shall  now  exhaust  the 
siiliject;"  I  shall  ''have  only  opened  it."  I  pretend  to 
iioihing  more  "at  this  time  than  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  system,  to  be  followed  up  and  completed  hereafier" 
by  the  people. 

The  prolontred  sessions  of  congress  formed  a  conspi- 
cuous chapter  in  the  book  of  reform.  The  committee 
denounced  the  usage  as  ''one  of  tlie  most  serious  evils 
at'ending  the  national  legislation  of  the  country;"  and, 
by  way  of  correeung  i',  recommended  "that  the  cotn- 
pensanon  of  the  menibeis,  during  the  first  session  of 
each  congress,  be  reduced  to  two  dollars  per  day  fiom 
niid  after  the  first  Monday  in  April,  if  congress  should 
i|  beyonil  that  time.  This  was  the  precept;  now  for 
he  practice.  The  sessions  of  congress,  so  far  from 
liring  shortened,  have  been  prolonged,  no  remedy  ap- 
plied, anil  ihr  people  of  ihf  couni|-v  ouidit  to  know  that 

■'.(■  "I'll  '.   'Ill Ill  New  York,  (Mr.  Canibreleng.)  so 

PTi'-.    "  ,M  nyii,  :-:3U   when  an  atieinpl   vvas  made  to 
ciuiy  ui'jj  clibct  the  remedy  proposed  in  tlie  report  of 


the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member,  by  reducing 
the  pay  of  members,  did  himself  actually  resist  and 
vote  againt  the  measure. 

The  report  alleged  that  abuses  had  "  taken  place 
from  the  various  and  arbitrary  manner  in  which  iiieui- 
bers  estimated  their  mileage.''  This  abuse  was  ascer- 
tained to  have  been  practised  by  the  refrrmers  themsel- 
ves; and  they  have  condnued  the  practice  wi'hout  any 
restraint.  I  will  give  you,  sir,  an  illustration,  which  may 
not  be  thought  inappropriate.  In  the  days  of  promised 
reform,  the  two  senators  from  the  state  of  Missotiii  dif- 
fered in  polihca;  one  of  them,  the  great  refornicr,  Mr. 
Benton;  the  oiher,  Mr.  Barton,  who  thouolit  tl.e  pro- 
mised reform  v.as  a  mere  humbug.  The  first  session 
of  the  twentieth  conijress  commenced  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1827,  and  enSed  on  the  26ih  of  May,  18-28. 
These  gen.lemen  severally  attended  the  whole  .»es.«ion; 
their  per  diem  allowance  was  1,400  dollars  each,  being 
175  days,  at  8  dollars  per  day;  but  for  mileage,  reckon- 
ingS  dollars  for  every  iweniy  miles,  Mr.  Barton  charg- 
ed $939  20,  whilst  Mr.  Benton  charged  Si, 314  66. 
Mr.  Barton  charged  lis  mileage  by  the  tirat  mail 
route,  over  land;  but  Mr.  Benton,  who  was  railing  out 
and  condemning  all  abuses,  counted  his  iniles  bv  all 
the  crooks  and  turns  and  tortuous  windings  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  rivers?  Mr.  Barton  was  left  at  home 
because  he  did  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  proti^ssing 
one  thing  and  practising  another;  jnd  Mr.  Benton  was 
retained  to  correct  abuses  and  carry  out  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  his  report  on  executive  patronage.  Ten  jears 
have  intervened  since  the  session  of  congress  just  re- 
ferred to;  the  report  sleeps  unheeded,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Benton  continues  to  count  his  miles  every 
year  by  the  way  of  the  river,  v  hich  has  given  him  up- 
wards of  4,000  dollars  more  than  Mr.  Barton  felt  au- 
thorized to  charge  under  the  same  law. 

Another  precept.  The  committee  reported  that  "ihe 
privilege  of  newpapers  to  the  members  ought  to  be 
abrogaied,;"  and  "ihot  the  practice  too  often  indulged 
in  by  the  house  of  voting  to  themselves  copies  of  books.'' 
oii'dit  to  le  difcnntiiiied.  The  privilege  and  practice 
CO     n  e     ml  without  restraint. 

P  e  pt  The  contingent  expenses  of  this  house  w-ere 
repo  d  be  exiravaHant.  During  Ihe  year  1829,  the 
I  f  M  Adaiiis'  administration,  thev  amounted  to 
KO  0  0  I  lhi-5. 

P  e  During  the  year  1836,  the  last  year  of  the 
la  k  reform  acTministration,  this  i'em  was  20(J,OGO 
dolla  And,  during  the  year  1837,  being  tlie  first 
year  of  1  e  "successor."  who  promised  to  "tread  in  the 
to  s  ep  f  his  itlustiions  pi enecessor,"  these  expenses 
a  e  "10  000   dollar^!     This  must  he  the  "magician's 

va  working    the  rule  of  reduction — it  was   cer- 

a    Iv  u      lown  to  old  Thomas  Dilwerth. 
Pee]       1'lie  eonimiltee,  of  which,  I  aL'-aiii  repeat, 

he  "e  e  -lan  from  New  Y'  rk  (Mr.  Caiiihrrlnn:)  w  as 
a  enle  rep.'irted  that  they  had  ob'iiiped  iiir.niiiiiiion 
by     I     I    hey  weie  satisfied  "that  by  n  judirioi.s  sys- 

e       f  r  f  rm,  instituted  by  the  executive  officers  'hi  n,- 

e]  e  a  1 'ast  one-third  of  ihe  ('lieu)  present  nrmber 
of  cerls    n   the  depnitments  might  he  reduced  with 

af        o  1  e  public  mfri-est." 

P  e  The  number  of  clerks  has  not  been  rc- 
du  ed  n  ny  one  of  the  deparimenis,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  has  been  a  considerable  increa.se.  I  will 
prove  it.  The  stale  departmenl,  in  the  year  1?'28.  in- 
cluded the  patent  offue.  and  the  whole  number  cf 
clerks  was  sixteen:  the  siilary  and  compensation  ot  the 
sccre'arv  and  all  his  clerks  and  messengers,  amounted 
to  27,750  dollars. 

Tfie  whole  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the 
state  department  and  the  patent  office  is  fortv.  The 
joint  salaries  and  compensarion  amount  to  S5S,5!51!! 
The  parent  office,  in  1828,  was  managed  by  a  super- 
intendent, with  a  salary  of  1.500  dollars,  and  two 
clerks  and  a  messenger,  whose  joint  compensation  \v  as 
3.700  dollars.  It  is  now  under  the  charee  of  one  ot  the 
reformers;  the  nde  of  "superintendent"  is  exchanged 
for  that  of  "commissioner;"  and  with  ibc  change  of 
title  comes  the  change  of  salary  from  1,5U0  dollai-s  to 
3,000  dollars!  The  number  of  clerks  is  increased  from 
two  to  twenty-four,  and  the  compensation  from  1,600 
dollars  to  21,0i00  dollars;  and, not  content  with  one  mes- 
seneer,  and  his  old  salary  of  400  dollars,  they  provide 
a  salary  of  840  dollars  for  messentrer.  and  then  give  him 
an  assistant,  to  whom  is  also  paid  15  dollars  per  month. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  year  1382,  eni- 
ploved  eight  clerks  and  tw-o  nnesseiiger.  His  salary, 
and  ihe  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mcssengei-s, 
amounted  to  18,600  dollars. 

The  present  secretary  of  that  department  (and  he 
was  taken  from  the  body  of  reformers,  who  made  pro- 
clamation from  the  senate  chamber)  employs  fifteen 
clerks  and  tw-o  mcssenrers.  His  salary,  a  mi  their  com- 
pensation, amount  to  $-27,100! !  A  similar  result  will 
be  found  in  comparing  tne  present  with  the  former 
state  of  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. But,  by  way  of  "introducing  economy  and  des- 
patch in  the  treasury  department,"  the  committee  pro- 
posi;d  to  "simplit)'  the  fbrms  of  bnsines.s,  and  to  reor- 
ganize its  subordinate  branches, so  as  to  dispense  with 
one-fourth,  if  not  one-third,  of  the  officers  in  the  trea- 
sury." Now,  sir.  no  reorganization  of  the  department 
has  \i-[  i'cr:i  aftninptcd.  Instead  of  reducing,  they 
have  null  ,  .  I  ihr  luinibev  of  officers;  and  the  forms  of 
busiiir^s,  iiji  !,  I  he  new  mode  of  simplifying,  have  he- 
conir  ^o  roiii;ii:iiicd,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
New  York,  (Ml.  Canibreleng,)  now  chairman  of  the 
conimit  ee  ot  ways  and  means,  declared  here,  during 
the  last  special  e'sio-i.  that,  nf'er  fifteen  yeaiT'  c'vpe- 
rieiicc  as  a  niciiiber  ot  this  house,  be  found  it  difficult 
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0  understand  these  treasury  accounts,  and  the  nianncr 
in  vvhicli  the  secretary's  annual  report  on  the  finances 
is  fiaieJ  ! ! 

Ne-ii.  as  10  the  war  department.    In  1S23,  tlie  secre- 
larv  of  war  employed  a  chief,  clerU.  besides  seventeen  ^  . 

clerks  and  two  me'sse'igers.  llissalarv,  ami  iht  ir  coni-  of  ihr  |iri\-;di  iu',~ 
peiisa'ion,  amounted  ID  ?2V'5l'-  The  I.:ih:h -■  .1  1  i- 
dinii  alliiirs  vvLi-i  then  iiuinn:;iJ  hy  him  i  •  1  i  I--'\ 
the  secretarv  ol' that  department  enipl'i -.  :;  '  -.,.  m 
the  Indian  liusiness.  ahuui  -10  c'erks,  lji>,di=.  int.".  ii- 
gers.  T.':c  ji.lni  s:il;irics  and  coniper:saiion  of  tlie  whole 
aniouni  lo  $C;),t>IO. 

In  1S2.S,  \sc  hear  noihin?  of  a  commanding gciieval's 
office,  w':h  its  clerk  and  messenijer. 

In  1S3.S,  the  coniinaiidina  g.-neral  is  allowed  a  clerk 
at  Sl,200,  and  a  messeiii;er  atSCOO  per  year. 

In  H.;-',  the  adjutant  general's  ullice  employed  three 
clerks,  "lu-e  joint  compensation  was  S"2.'J5U. 

In  1S3S,  the  adjutant  general  employs  seven  clerks 
and  a  uie.s-enger,  who,-e  joint  compensation  is  S8.'225. 

In  ISiS,  the:  paymasiergeneral  employed  three  clerks, 
whose  iinired  compensation  was  83,y00. 


The  president's  name  now  is  not  even  written  by  his  novice  was  urged,  and  she  gently  whispered  the  «or<l,s 
pro.xy,  as  it  should  he,  but  is  written  by  some  clerk  in  1  "bouger"  and  "fouter.''  The  Abbess,  in  her  disiics, 
the  land  ■■Hice,  and  tie  whole  service  "of  the  proxy  or  turneii  cosuis',  and  said  they  were  only  a  venial  or 
agent  consists  in  bis  writing  liis  own  name!  For'lhis  slight  sin,  which  might  be  divided;  and  by  taking  half, 
he  is  paid  ?I,500  per  annum!  The  place  is  held  hy  one  1  and  leaving  the  rest,  or  bv  taking  it  all,  and  am;eaWy 
''      ■  s,  and  it  is  nn   indirect  niodeofi  halving  n  betwixt  yourself  and  another  person,  wiinld 

It's  salary.     The  compensa'ion  is  j  beeome  diluted  in'o  no  sin  at  all !     Tlierelore,  my  di 


ceives  a  lii-li.' 
Other  hi^li  "lli^ 

Ami'her  oil' 
sonian  ajeni,' 

hing  a  convci 


visit  I 
been 


For  a  service 

::  ::  >r  tuleiit.  auil  employing  a  very 
ili,,~  >i)ung  gentleman's  litne,  he  re- 
.ilary  than  many  of  the  governors  and 
rs  ill  the  several  states  do! 
•sp.-eiallvereair-d  is  tbaiof  the  "Siniih- 
ii:h  a  sii'ary  of  83,000  a  year,  and  fur- 
>ntsrijnurii  for  agendeman  wislii 


In  1333,  the  salarv  of  tlie 
S4.290.  besides  llie  me-^-iii:ii' 

In  1328, 1  have  been  miili!, 
ance  for  i-lerks  to  the  cimm  -.  m 

In  1833,  ihatotrieere.n|.l:.\ 
tonse\'en  clerks,  whose  iinUed 

In  1S23,  tlieorJiiiaiice  olVu 
whose  joint  salarv  was  ■$2,y.')rt. 


liber  of  clerks  is 

0  .Ii-cover  any  allow- 
-'I  r  -rneral. 

1  ill.  ullice  at  Washing- 
Miipensalion  is  $7,300. 
employed  three  clerk.s, 


ihter,  continued  the  .\bhess,  I  will  say  hnii,  and 

thou  shalt  s:iy  :;, r:  and  tlion   shall  say  fmii  and   I  will 

s-iy  ler.     .Ai  eordiiigly,  the  Abbess  giving  the  pitch  note 

on  ftoK,  Margantta  responded  rir;  Margaretta  eontiii- 

ued  wilh/ou,  and  'be  Abbess  arawled  out  Irr;  but  siill 

the  mules  stood.     They  do   not  understand    us,  cri<'d 

■\lari.'arelia;  hut  the  devil  does,  said  the  Abbess.  And, 

I  tliink,  Mr.  spenkrr,  tliat   these  reforming  seere  aries 

Tthis  place  might  well  have  i  will  liiid  that  they  ate  iindersl.ind  in  their  patent  mode 

f  ri'fortn,  and,  pariieiilarly,  that  the  peii)'Ie  will  iiol  he 

ulled  into  the  approval  of  an    unauthorized    ex|ieudi- 

■  r  at  Lmdon.'    It  cannot  I  lure  by  dividing  il«  aniount  among  ilw  deparuieut.-. 

;,,  ,1  il;j'  !;.   I  ,1'  I  Ku^b  was  secretary  of  the  j      Hy  'his  lime,  I  think  it  is  apparent  'hat  ilie  duiv  de- 

and  iveei\ed  the  eeusure  and   con^'einnaiioii  ;  volves  on  the  g.  nileman  fri'in   New   York,  (Mr.  ('am- 

uf  the  I'ltrencbment  committee.     And  yet  Mr.  Rush  ,  bn  leiig,)  not  .mly  to  aecoiini  lor  his  vo'iii:;  aj;ainst  the 
was  anpoinied  to  the  oflice  of  the  Sniiihsoiiian  agent,  j  |iiea.sure  in    reqird  to  the  roni;en-niion  ot  nv 
I  will  leave  it  fur  others  to  apply  what  the  chairman  ef 


The  du 

Ml  !.■ 


hand- 
be  ell 


place  might  well  have 
respondencc.  hut  at  all 
s'.lv  he  rei)uiieil  at  the 


mit'ee  on  reirenchment  said  at  that  day,  in 
debate  on  tliis  floor:  "VVIieni-ver  anodiee  is  lobe  fill- 
ed," "even  a  zealous,  eonsant,  and  faithful  fn'end  is 
compelled  to  yield  to  a  iiiiishroom  apostalc  that  may 
have  been.purcha.sed  hut  yesterday.'' 
Let   us  next  compare  the  navv  department.     Mr. 


In  1333,  the  ordinance  olfiee  enijiloys  nine  elerUs,  be-  :  Simibard,  who  w  as  secretary  of  the  navy  in  1328,  en 
sides  a  messenger,  and  their  aggregate  compensation  i  [iloved  in  this  department  seven  clerks,  besides  tl; 
is  89,225.  "  I  chief  clerk.     The -salary  of  the  secretaty,  and  the  com 

In   1823,  the  subsistence  departmeni  employed  four  i  [)eii--a'ion  of  the  clerks  ami 
clerKs,  whose  joint  compensation  was  $2,950.  ''^' 


retaty,  and  tli 
engers,  amounted  ti 
17,250.  The  department  has  been  held  for  many 
vears,  ami  is  still  managed  by  Mr.  Diekerson,  who  was 
a  nieniber  of  tile  commiriee,  in  the  senate,  from  whom 
came  that  famous  reliort  on  execiitivr  ]in'iMnn:'r,  i.i 
which  T  lirst  referred,     lie  eiuplovs  ei-lii  .  Im  I,    \,    :,'.  ~ 

the  chief. -I,  rk;  and  his  salary,  wiih  ili.   .   -;.:    i 

of  his  clerks  and  messengers,  amounts  tn '^IH.s.Mi,  And. 
at  this  very  session,  be  demands  more  clerks,  and  an 
increase  in  the  salary  of  .some  of  those  he  already  has. 
The  committee  censure  Mr.  secietarv  Southard  for 
unniT' -  ,  r-.,;r'i  .  in  siiliseri|itiuii  for  newspapers 
f.r  ill.     :  Tli.v  .sp.rifv    under   this  head, 

"Indian  depart- ,  Sfi21    I. ,.       .    ,-.  li  now  appears  that  Mr.  seere- 

men',"  wall  a  coimiiis-; -lui,  \\  Iu-l'  salary  is  S3,000,  ^  tary    D..  \<.i  .n    li  i-   expended,    for  newspapers   a"d 
a  chief  clerk,  at  S1,G00,  and  eleven  clerks,  and  two    frshionable  hioks  and   lierature  of  the   times,   in  one 


In  183^,  the  subsistence  department  employs  four 
clerks,  and  a  mcsssenger,  whose  joint  couipensution 
is  §5.380. 

In  Is23,  the  surgeon  general  was  allowed  a  clerk,  at 
Si. 150  per  year. 

Ill  li33.  the  surgeon  geticra'  is  allowed  a  clerk,  at 
Sl,26l".  and  a  me-^Penger,  at  S600  jier  year. 

In  132s,  tile  business  of  Indian  alTairs  was  discharged 
at  the  war  department,  hv  some  one  or  two  of  the 
seveu-eeu  elerb  uhieii  I  ii'~:  n,.    i;:..iied. 

In  1333,  this  Indian  l  ,     ;.  ■-  irs  to  constitute 

grand  division.     \N'e  n  .        .  i 


messengers,  the  joint  compensation  and  salaries  being 
$19,100 

In  1323,  there  was  one  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, who  was  paid  SI, 500  a  year,  twenty-one  Indian 
agcu's,  twenty-eight  sub-agents,  and  thirty-nine  inter- 
pre'ers. 

Ill  183?,  we  Cmdfoiir  "superintendents  of  Inditin  a.''- 
fairs,"  w  ith  salaries  of  Sl,500  each  per   vear;  -iix  "sii- 

perinteudenls  of  emigratioa '■  with  salaries  of  82000  j  further  sum  of  ?129  r,7.  iuakin<r  his  salary  «2,139  C 
eaith  per   year;  («i  "Indian   agent-s,"    with   salaries  ol    Is  not  this  a  n.i.iv  ii    1.  .  i"  inovidingfor  a  favriie? 
Sl,5J0.)  each  per  vear; /oar(eoi  "Indian   suh-,n;xtiits,"  '      The  coinmii.  .  I'v   the  sum  of  $41)6  86,  as 

with  salaries  of  S750  pcryear; //i/Wi/-(/irfc"eoinnussion-  i  paid  hy   the  im.  .  .      .   i  i   .  m.in  three  years,  for  print- 
ers and  special  airents,"'  who  are  paid   from  85  to  S8  ling,  and  comlMiiii  :   ;i     .  n.  ivagant. 
day,  and  fr.jm  SI. 530  to  83  003  per  year;  fifteen  "con-  |     The  Blue  VA)^\i  of  H;;7  -hows  the  navy  department, 
ducting  and  eiirolhng  agenus,"  at  83,  S4,  and  85  per  j  under  the  reformer,  Mr.  Diekerson,  to  have  paid  $9,- 
dav;  /ICO  "conductors  ofe-xploring  parties,"  at  S3  and  !553_22  tor  printing  in /uo  years!_ 


year,  near  S700;  and.  including  similar  expenses  of  the 
navv  board,  near  8950. 

The  committee  also  condemn  the  practice  of  extra 
clerk  hire.  We  find  Mr.  Diekerson  not  onlv  employ- 
ing three  extra  clerks,  hut,  wliat  is  fur  move  dangerous, 
paying  extra  hire  to  one  of  the  regular  ckrks  in  the 
department,  enjoying,  at  the  time,  a  salary  of  81.7()0, 
hut  to  whom  is  paid,  "for  extra  service  as  clerk,''  the 


qird  to  the 
but  also  why  it  is  thai  "a  jiulicious  system  el  relorm' 
has  not  been  insiituied  hy  his  friends;  '"the  executive 
officers  ihemstdves,"  \\bereby  the  country  might  rea* 
lize  what  was  promised  by  the  gentleman's  report — "o 
reduction  of  oiie-ihird  of'the  mmil'ir  of  cli  rks  in  the 
several  depurtininiis,  w  iih  snietv  lo  ili.'  pnl.lie  interest." 
We  will  now  I.Kik  toihe  po-ioin,,  d.-punmimt.  The 
general  post  oilier,  as  it  was  then  called,  had  the  good 
fortune  not  only  t.)  escape  the  censure,  but  lo  enlist  the 
|iraise,of  that  fault-finding  era.  I  leave  it  fijr  those  wdio 
were  familiar  with  the  motives  and  political  currents  of 
thatdav,  toaee. mnt  tiir  this.  The  commii'ee  said  of  it 
— ;-Tlie  eUlrirtic  nf  iliis  hrauch  of  the  puhlic  service 
is  in  a  eondui.in  liighly  improved  and  iiiipro\iii.-'.''  My 
til-it  rrmiiik  on  this  is,' that  the  post  olfiee  department 
p:i  '.I  iii'.i  ilii..  hands  of  general  Jackson  in  a  healthy 
:in.|  I  111.  .  Ill  state.  A  few,  years,  muler  his  reforrn, 
Hill  .1 .1  II  lo  chaos  and  insolvency.  The  details  of  its 
lit  have  been  Ion:; 'since  prov.'d.  The 
file  here  and  in  the  senate,  with  ibe  re- 
nted to  iiiv 


evidence  is 
ports  ol  the  s.  vrral  r 
IIS  abuses.  I  reft  r  i; 
dwell  on  the  various 
established.  Their  i 
the  borrowing  monc 
master  general,  with 


files,  and  will  not 
'i  -.'.ere  designated  and 
..'.  ,1  with  the  fact  of 
i.  .iiunt  by  ihe  nost- 
auihoriiy,  a'larnied  the 


S5  per  day;  two  "valuing  agents,''  at  S4  each  per  d 
ei0!U  "collecting  agents,"  at  82  50  per  day  each;  (leo 
"issuiiv^  agents,''  at  81  per  day  eacli;  one  "dishursin-^ 
agent.''  at  85  per  day:  sixteen  "assistant  agents,"  at  83 
and  S '  per  day,  a'ld'  from  8500  to  81,200  each  per  year; 
(A/'r/y-U'ie 'interprcers  at  agencies,''  at  S3D0  each  per 
year;  fuurtecn  "mterpre'e-s  in  the  emigration  of  In- 
dians," at  82  50  at  d  83  per  day  each;  fit'lren  "physi- 
cian-," at  salaries  varying  from  S3.  S5,  and  86  a  day, 
to  531  -ler  in  mh;  elccin  "clerks,"  (.jiher  than  those  in 
the  olfi  e  at  W.islii'igion,)  at  sal  iries  varying  from  S3 
an-I  85  per  dav  l-i  810  and  850  per  month,  and  8300 
and  81,000  per  year;  ////.'/-(/■'■ce  "lilacksmiths,"  w  ilh  .sal- 
aries v.irying  from  82  10  to  8610  per  year;  tiL-enli/  "far- 
mers and  assistants,''  al  2  3,  5  and  8600  per  year; 
eiMileeii  ''teachers,"  wi'h  various  salaries,  from  8500  to 
8300  per  year;  jSce  "millers.''  wih  salaries  of  85110  and 
S6i)0;  one  -'surveyor,''  at  88  per  day;  the  whole  ciin 


The  committee  also  reimrted  that  a  "considerable 
.sum  varj-ing  from  100  to  82110  was  annu.ally  expended 
by  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy  in  the   purchase  fif  books 
for  his  oflice,  most  of  them  having  no  appropriate  rela- 
tion to  the  naval  seivice  of  the  country,  such  a-<  re- 
views, magazines,   and  oher  periodical  publications, 
and  the  fashionable  literature  of  the  day.''     This  usage 
was,  of  course,  lo  be   abolished.     Has  it  been?    I  beg 
leave  to  read  a  few  iienis  from  Jlr.  seeietary  Dicker- 
son's  continge'it  expense  account  tor  1837. 
2d  volume  Repertory  of  ratent  Inventions,    88  00 
a-l     do        Southern  Literary  Messenger,    -     5  00 
One-fourth  of  Audubon's  Bu-ds,        -        -    165  00 

Audubon's  Birds, 55  (K) 

No.  I.  Indian  Biograiihv,  -        -        -        6  00 

North  Americnn  Review,  -         -         -        5  00 

No.  J.  Indian  Biographv,  -        -        -        6  00 

One  No.  of  American  Scenery,        •        •  75 


urveyor. 
eluding  wirlijiee  'ini^cellancous agents,"  with  salaries 

of  SI  per  day,  and  8500  per  year.  8250 

But  even  this  is  not  all.  The  conimis.oioner  of  Indian  Here  is  a  display  of  the  "fashionable  literaiii 
affiirs  sa-.s  the  list  given  by  him  in  the  Blue  Book  is  not  |  which  Mr.  secretary  Diekerson  indulges  himself  and 
acciira'e  or  rom/)/e(e.  Helcno  room  to  add  nr  a/(er.  his  clerks,  a' die  public  expen.-e.  I  wish  the  gentleman 
Here,  indeed,  is  a  display  of  pntMnagel  Ojght  we  not  '  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Camhreleng,)  who  aidetl  in  con- 
to  i)e  astonished  to  fin. I  ;',.-  ='.i  -  .f  things,  under  an  i  eocting  the  reportfroin  which  I  have  just  quoted,  would 
ad  ninisiration  wliosi   i.      il  .,1  to  be  shocked  at    inform  us  "what  appropriate  relation'' the  books  and  re- 

a  muhiplication  of  o!ii  .  mi  i  .  il.lished,  in  the  re- ;  views  just  mentioned  have  "lo  the  naval  service?" 
portofihls  house  in  1-J\'n.  v.  .irniiig  of  that  chief  i  But,  what  means  the  item  "one-fourth  of  .iVudubon's 
magistra'e.  who  said:  "Consider  iig  the  general  teiiden-  Birds?''  Why,  sir.  I  understand  that  neither  of  the 
cy  to  nm'(i7%n/Kesa;iir/e^en»fencies,  and  toincrea-se  ex- .  fiiiir  secretaries  being  "willing  "to  take  the  responsi- 
psnse  to  the  ultimate  term  of  burden  which  tlie  citizen  '  hility,"  "as  a  unit"  they  agreed  to  divide  il!  The  cost 
can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  oc-  [  to  the  people  is  the  same;  it  all  comes  from  the  "public 
casioi    which  presents   itself  for   taking  of!'  the   sur-    cnfTers."     And  the  mode  of  dning  the  thing  proves  that 


cbar.'e.''     It  is  aop.'opriale,   too,  now,  to  refer  gen'le-    the  secretaries  felt  that  ius  expediency  and    propriety,    conflagration  of  the  post  ofhce,  Ihe   only   pajiers  and 
men  t.i  the  censure  which  that  renort  cast  on  the  secre-  '  were  questionable.     I  have  read  somewhere,  pi;rbai)sin    ti.es  destroyed  should  be  those  relating  to  the  exercise, 


country.  But  bad  as  all  this  wa.«,  and  used,  as  the  pe- 
cuniary patronage  liad  been,  to  confer  personal  bene- 
fits on 'favorites,  uiilil  the  disorilcr  nndinsolvency  of  the 
department  became  apparent,  still  the  political  uses 
which  had  been  mad.^  of  the  appointing  patrtmage  were 
not  disclosed,  and  now  never  will  he.  The  pt;esent 
pos'masicreriirral,  Amos  Kendall,  tells  us  in  bis  ac- 
count of  the  la'e  destruction  of  that  d'-partment  by  fire, 
that  all  the  books,  papers,  anil  files  of  the  depai-tment 
were  saved,  e\ee|>t  the  "files"  of  the  "ajip nintment  of- 
fice,'' and  that  these  were  destroyed! 

In  the  first  six  years  of  general  Jackson's  adminis- 
tration, about  1,300  postmasters  were  removed  from 
oflice,  and,  in  most  of  tlie  cases,  with  nut  tin'  a.ss-gn- 
nient  of  any  cause.  When  certain  nienihi  rs  of  tlie 
committees  of  the  .senate  and  house,  appoin:ed,  in 
1333-'4,  to  invcN'iL'ire  the  abuses  of  that  departmeni, 
ailempted  to  ■_.  i  nt  iln  flli  s  and  correspondence  of  this 
■'appointmeii:  .lli.  r.'  wiili  a  view  to  a.scertain  and  re- 
port whether  liie  itas.iiis  for  these  removals  were 
prompted  by  high  and  just  public  considerations,  or  by 
mere  p.nlitical  expediency,  they  were  denied  the  right 
by  the  head  of  the  di>partmenl  ami  by  the  friends  of 
the  ail'nin-^Tn'-..n,  -.vIm  r..iii;..i.-r--.l  a  inajority  on  one 
of  ill.    .    ,  ,.  .'     W  ,     I,,,.  •!.,-  inquiry  jiist?     I  re- 

fer \  ,  ,  ';  I,  I  :;■  I,,  ,1  .:.- report  and  bill  ]iro- 
vidiiiL'  !  .1  'I,.  .!'  .  I  ...  1.  ..I  I'  I-  .11-  ill  ea.se  of  removal 
from  otlir...  1  refer  you,  .Mr.  .Spenker,  to  your  own  re- 
marks, and  to  those  of  your  friend.s,  in  the  debate  on 
Mr.  Saunders's  resolution,  which  I  have  already  quoted. 
But,  above  all,  I  refer  you  to  the  remarks  of  the  illit.s- 
irious  Madison,  iinrivti'Iled  as  he  was  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution  and  laws, 
and  in  purity  and  honesty  of  purpose.  As  early  as 
1789,  in  tlie  memorable  debate  ou  ihe  power  of  llio 
executive  to  remove  from  oflice,  he  not  only  denied  the 
right  to  exrrrise  this  power  capriciously,  "and  without 
assii-'iiKiL;  :;'l.  ii,i:i  i.  :i-  .ns.  but  he  thought  it  would  ho 
sutli  a      .1.:    I      .:,  .    .1  lawless  power,  that  he  ihiis 

expn^-.  .1  .    I       I    .    t  II   it   as    an    abuse   of  power 

whieii.  -  .  :-  ;.  ,  i  i ii;. nation,  and  of  which  1  can 
form  no  rational  eoni  eption." 

But  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Benton  (lioth  of 
whom  were  on  the  committee  wliicli  reported  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  this  patronage  of  appointment) 
came  into  power,  ihev  changed  their  tone,  if  not^  their 
principles.  Rinnovals  from  office  immedialely  fillow- 
ed,  and  they  deny  any  obligation  lo  as.sign  reasons!  Is 
t  notstrange,  Uio,  nay,  is  it  not  mysterious,  that,  in  the 
flagration  of  the  post  office,  the  only  papers  and 


t.ary  of  war  in  1321,  fir  paying  S753  for  additional  clerk  '  Sterne'i 
hire  in  the  business  of  Indian  affiiirs 


o«io.-^  rvorks,  an  incident  which  most  happily  illns- 1  if  not  the  abuse,  of  the  power  of  removal  from  office— 

...... _  _. tratesthis  transaction.     As  I  recollect   the   story,  the    the   very   papers  which  the  postmaster  general   refus- 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  here  temp'ed  to  name  one  or  two  '  Abbe.ss  of  Andouillets,  and  .Margaretta,  a  novice,  made    cd   lo  suffer  the  committees  of    investigauon    to  cx- 
offices  in  particular,  which  seem  to  have  been  created    a  little  journev  together,  in  a  vehicle  drawn  by   mules,    aiiiine?  ,  .,-  l-        k 

for  special  favorites;  one  of  them  under  the  law  author-  i  As  the  evening  approached,  ihev  were  deserted  by  1  said  Mr.  \  an  Buren  clianged  his  tone  on  this  suD- 
izing  the  president  to  sign  land  pa:ents  by  an  agent,  |  their  mule'eer,  when  ascending  a  hill.  The  mules  pre-  'CCt  I  will  at  once  prove  it.  riic  journal  ot  the  sen- 
instead  of  doin"  it  as  heretofore,  in  penson.  If  he  could  1  scn'lv  became  stubborn,  and  st.ipped.  The  travellers  I  ate  shows  that  he  was  one  of  the  select  committee  who 
not  find  time  tod.)  this  duly,  as  Mr.  Adams  and  .all  his  |  were  greatly  alarmed,  and,  in  their  dilemma,  the  novice  reported  the  bill  already  referred  to.  He  entered  ilic  ol- 
predeeess-ors  did,  then  it  would  have  been  better  lo  dis-  1  said  that  there  were  two  certain  words  which,  she  had  fice  of  secretary  ol  state  with  the  coiniiiencenient  ot 
pensc  with  the  signature  alioge'her,  tts  vou  have  done  been  told,  would  force  these  animals  on  the  moirent  general  Jackson's  administrauon.  Oie  of  lUs  hrst  otti- 
with  that  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office.  I  ihev  htaid  them;  but  then  the  words  were  siaful.    The  i  cial  acts  was  the  removal  of  a  meritorious  clerk  from 
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h;3  oIliL-e  in  thai  cleiaiMiieni,  and  a  /iiisilne  nfusulty 
as~ig:i  any  reason  for  it!  The  ee.i  I  man  rrm  ived  i.« 
now  a  rneniher  ol'  this  house.  (Mr.  Slade,  uf  Vc-rniontJ 
and  the  voice  of  tlie  people  has  suslained  him  whom 
llie  despnism  of  exeouiive  paToriasre  s injjht  to  destroy. 

Toe  manlier  in  which  fhis  palronaye  is  abused,  and 
llie  readiness  and  almost  telc^naijluc  dcsp,.t  h  widi 
which  the  wiresof  pary  iiKiciiii  cry  arc  !clt  lUr  ui^'Iioiii 
and  from  the  most  disian;  |.aiiS  ot  the  u.nun,  may  h" 
imagined  after  rea  linf;  this  laconic  iMtp,  written  liy  Mr. 
Van  Bjren,  soon  af.'er  entering  on  the  duties  ot  secre- 
tary oi  state,  to  a  .jetitletnan  in  L  luisiana: 

Washmg-m,  Ajiril  20,  1839. 

My  dear  sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  ackiiowledging  the 
reeeip:  of  your  letter  of  the  2l3t   ult.  and  of  informing 
you  that  the  rcm.vals  and  appointments  you  recom- 
mended were  made  on  the  day  your  letter  was  received. 
"With  respect,  your  friend,  &.c. 

"M.  Van  Burex." 

And,  so  far  from  being  willing  to  reduce  the  number 
of  clerks  in  his  department,  as  iTie  people  were  induced 
to  believe  would  be  done,  Mr.  Van  Biiren,  when  called 
o.i  fjr  that  purpose,  saw  the  whole  alfair  through  a  new 
iiiedlum,  and  repl.ed:  '  My  opinion  is,  that  there  can  be 
iij  reduction  in  the  number  of  oflieers  employed  in  the 
department,  ( if  sra'e,)  without  detriment  to  "the  public 
interest!!''  Aid  yet  the  retrenchment  committee,  when 
Mr.  Clay  was  in  that  department,  reported  "that  they 
f  It  satisfied  that,  iiad  the  ofKcer  at  il-s  head  concurred 
with  them  in  the  opinion,  they  might  have  presented  ti 
plan  for  not  only  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  niimber  of 
ele.-ks,  but  for  an  actual  increase  in  the  efficiency  of 
their  labors." 

Bat  other  discrepancies  between  the  profession  and 
practice  ol'  these  refjrniers  remain  to  be  no'iced.  It 
will  be  found  that  the  report  of  the  gentletnaa  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  and  his  IViends,  con- 
demned "the  piac'ice  introduced  by  the  .secretaries  ol 
liifc  departments,  of  sending  the  reports  of  their  clerks 
or  heads  of  bureaus,  itislsad  of  condensing  tliein,  and 
making  ti'etii  substantially  their  own  coninninicanon.'' 
Tnis  practice,  if  bad,  has  never  been  currected,  but  is 
daily  indulged  in  by  all  the  departii.ents,  as  the  an- 
swers to  the  calls  and  resolutions  ol  tliis  house  alum- 
dandy  show.  But  a  still  more  remarkable  commentiry 
f  jllo-rt  s.  Wnen  the  department  of  war  passed  into  tlie 
liands  of  .lohn  H.  Eaton,  a  zealous  ref.inner,  lie,  too, 
■was  cailed  upon  to  carry  out  his  reiieiichment  system, 
and  retiuce  the  number  of  his  clerks,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  public  expectation,  which  he  and  i.>theis  had  exci- 
ted. To  the  surpri.se  of  all,  he  referred  the  subic-t  to 
the  clerks  themselrcs!  and  here,  sir,  is  his  reply: 

"IVar  Depurlmml,  Jan.  27,  ;8C0. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  rcpo'tj  ir^m 
the  several  bureaus  cunnecicil  wid)  the  \v,tr  departim  nt, 
on  the  subject  of  a  resolution  of  t'l-  ath  inst.  reieiiid  to 
nie  by  the  comtuii  ee  on  rcn-enchiuent. 
Respectfully, 

"J.  H.  Eaton."   • 

Charles  A.   Wickl'ffe,  Esq. 

Tiie.Sf  bureau--;  so  tar  from  agreeing  to  part  with  any 
of  their  e.iculilKO,-s,  actually  asked  ior  an  additiondl 
supplyl     Thus  ended  that  farce! 

Aiwihcr  precept. — This  retrenchment  rcpprt  alleged 
that  our  diploiiiaiic  relations  and  foreign  inicrcOLirse 
were  uiinecessaiily  expensive,  and  recommended  "a 
fi.ved  appropriaiioii  ( ir  the  contingencies  of  each  mis- 
sijii,"  'in  no  case  exceeding  S605,  'pn;  ■■dlj,)  io  cove- 
the  expuiiFes  of  siationery,  poEtatc,  uiiict,  tierk,  hire, 
and  all  other  contingencies  wliaisoever." 

Let  us  -ee  ilie  pracnce.  Andrew  Stev  nfon,  our 
miniilcrat  L  indon,  is  allowed  t  ir  thHSe  contingencies, 
'ncliiding  ■•presents  to  the  menial  olilccrs  and  serva  ,is  of 
the  courT,  ami  ohers,  on  his  presLnltition,  and  at  Christ- 
inas,'' $2,U93  55,  in  the  space  ot  about  a  year!  1  ne 
like  expenses  of  nearly  all  on;  ether  foreign  missions 
aie  in  ':oire-poiKlent  rano. 

Prnfession. — The  grade  of  our  foreign  ministers  was 
to  be  red  deed  in  some  instances,  especially  that  at 
Madrid,  to  a  charge,  widi  a  salary  ot  fs;4,5lX). 

Practice. — A  minister  plenipotentiary  has  been  kept 
at  Madrid  canstantly,  and  Jolin  H.  Eatjn  is  now  there 
on  a  salary  of  §y,00l3,  having  also  received  his  outfit  ot 
the  same  amount.  And  during  th*.'  I,i  :  i  --i',;  .it'cnn- 
gress  an  attempt  svas  made  to  utfn.>.<  r:-  -ili'u.of 
allour  foreign  ministers!!     Wlion, ill,:  :-•     ;,  ,ird 

this  from  an  administration  that  pr-.  mum..!  ,i,;  ibis 
floor,  (at least  one  of  its  most  powerful  and  mtiucmial 
supporters,  the  lale  Jlr.  Randolph,  who  joine.l  m  the 
cry  of  retrtnchnicnt  here  proclaimed,  f.ud  what  he 
said  received  the  full  opprobadon  of  "the  parly;") 

"Ho  long  as  iiieinbers  of  congress,  and  not  of  tliis 
louse  only  or  diiitly,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  and  duck, 
ami  fawn,  ami  t'et  out  of  the  way  "'  a  pinching  vole, 
or  leiiil  a  belp.ng  hand,  at  a  pi;ice;iig  vote,  to  obtain  tlie.'-e 
places,  I  nc\er  will  consent  to  enlarge  the  salniy  ai- 
laclied  to  them.  We  are  told  diat  they  live  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh  and  London,  and  that  Hving  tl.eie  is  very  expen- 
sive. Well,  sir,  who  sent  them  then?  Were  they  im- 
pressed, fill  SVere  they  taken  by  ;i  press-gat.^  oi 
Tower-hill,  knocked  down,  liand-culie.l,  chucked  on 
board  a  tender,  and  told  that  they  must  take  the  pay 
and  rations  which  his  majesty  v/tis  pleased  to  allow?'' 

!Vuw  I  appeal  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  moral  ap- 
plir;,:,.„i  III  ilM-oivniarks  li:is  nm  Irrn  mstlv  felt  "in 
coii-r.s.,  mill  ihii  III  ihis  Ih.i. .'-    •.      !■.  Ily,"  under 

tlliTcll.-l.'!niH!,':iii,lrr|..ll ■'..   ■  .n- 

Aiii'ltar  prill  pi  ct  llir  rijvnimi::  irp<'il  -  -  The  conimi'- 

lee  ihoughi  the  mode  ot''appointiiig  and  coinpeusaling 
bearers  of  despatches  litdile  to  stronc  objections,  iiro.ie 
Jo  degenerate  into  a  species  of  favoritism  little  short  of, 


a  convenient  mode  of  sending  favorites  abroad  to  tra- 
vel for  their  pleasure,  health,  or  instruction,  out  of  the 
public  cofTers.'' 

Practice.  The  President  and  his  secretary  of  stare, 
both  Jackson-reformers,  now  take  a  favnrite  clerk  of 
the  state  depar'meat,  whose  salary  at  the  time  was  a' 
:he  rate  of  Si, 750  per  year,  send  hitii  as  bearer  of_des- 
patches  to  Mexico,  and.  for  about  three  months'  .ser- 
vice, pay  him  ®1,'212  8S,  and  sulVer  him  also  to  draw 
his  clerk's  salary  for  the  period  of  his  absence!  For 
this  I  refer  you  to  the  case  of  Rob'.  Greeiihow,  who  is 
the  transia  ing  clerk  of  that  departmei';  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  being  siatecl  in  the  reports  of  the  secretary.  He 
excuses  this  transaction,  by  saving  that  the  translations 
which  were  rec^uired  during  Mr."  Geenliow's  absence 
«ere  made  at  his  expense.  It  might  be  "ell  to  inquire 
whether  anv  translations  were  required  during  tliat  pe- 
riod, and  wiiy  also  it  would  not  have  been  quite  as  well 
I)  discontinue  die  salary  for  the  time,  and  let  the  go- 
vernment pay  for  any  translations  which  were  needed. 
But  do  we  not  here  distincdy  realize  what  the  re'reneh- 
inent  report  condemned  in  these  words:  "  that  an  ac- 
Nual  incumbent  is  considered  lo  have  such  a  sort  of 
property  in  the  office  as  to  enable  him  to  farm  out  its 
duties,  and  to  receive  -i  part  of  its  revenues  for  doing 
nothing?'' 

Another  illustration  of  this  "convenient  mocje  of 
sending  favoires  abroad,"  "out  of  the  public  coflcrs," 
is  foinid  in  the  same  list  of  contingent  expenses  of  fo- 
reign intercour.se.  I  allude  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles 
Biddle,  who,  when  noniina'ed  by  general  .Tackson  for 
a  judgeship  in  Florida,  was  rejectetTby  the  senate. 

After  this  rejection  Mr.  Biddle,  wa's  despatched  by 
the  executive  to  Central  Ameiica  and  New  Grenada. 
What  service  he  rendered  we  know  not;  but  it  appears 
that  for  this  mission  an  allowance  of  $7,122  95  has  been 
made.  Mr.  Charles  Bido'le  is  the  same  gentleman  who 
had  a  controversy  with  Mr.  senator  Grundy,  in  which 
the  devotion  of  the  latter  to  general  Jackson  was  ques- 
tioned. We  learn  by  one  of  the  printed  documents, 
occasioned  by  that  dispute,  that  the  senator,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  himself  to  be  what  is  called  a  "  whole 
hog  Jackson-man,"  said  he  "had  swallowed  the  h'g 
not  only  whole,  bu'  wr  mg  end  feireniost,  laking  ihe 
bristles  against  jhe  graitr,  and  had  gone  for  all  general 
Jackson's  bob-tail  nominations,  even  to  Charles  Bidd  e." 

You  may  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  great  fault 
was  found  with  Mr.  Clay  for  an  alkiwance  to  John  H. 
Plensants,  who  was  employed  as  bearer  of  despatches, 
and  sat  out  on  his  voyaue,  but,  being  taken  'I,  i\xo 
■  jMi'  d  to  ab.nudo:!  i  ,  though  he  caufed  hisdiopa'che^ 
:  ''L  salt  ly  f'l  'ivi  red.  In  the  account,  which  I  atn  no  v 
.  ..aminiog,  .ve  liiid  the  sum  of  I?],.''i22  72,  paid  by  Mr. 
Forsytli,  The  ^.ecretary  of  slate,  In  d.'eazer  Early,  sent 
with  despatches  for  our  chorgc  [!'alfaires  at  B"goia,  but 
which  were  never  deir.ercd.  The  sickness  of  Mr. 
Pleasants  furnistteil  no  palliation,  in  the  inindsoftbe 
reformers,  for  the  payment  made  to  him,  though  he 
caused  his  despatches  to  be  Safely  dclivi'rcd.  Yet  these 
same  gen'lemen  find  ample  pretext  in  the  alleged  ship- 
wreck of  Mr.  Early,  to  p.iy  him  !$311  35  for  expense's, 
9517  37  for  clothing,  bedJing.  and  books,  lost  or  aban- 
doned by  him,  ai'd  $714  for  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
days  conipensalion,  at  66  per  day,  though  his  de- 
sjiafchcs  were  never  deliverec!! 

At  this  same  time,  too,  Mr.  Early  appears  to  have 
been  receiving  a  sal  try  of  tJI.-'iOO  .i  year  a?  libiarian  of 
'l.e  lijusc  of  repre.-eiiiativesl!  It  would  seem  that  Mr. 
secretarv  Forsy'l;  is  not  a  stransfer  to  this  '"convenient 
mode  ct'oendin'g  favorites  abroad,  to  travel  for  liieir  plea- 
sure, health,  or  instruction,  out  of  the  public  cotlers." 

I  also  fine)  that  $2,515  are  charged  fijr  contingent  ex- 
pen.ses  of  William  T.  Barry,  late  minister  to  Spain. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Barry  never  reach- 
ed Spain,  but  died  on  his  way  there.  He,  of  course, 
1  ret-:iived  the  usual  saUry  and  outfit;  and  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  contingent  expenses,  incurred  by  him, ' 
could  justly  he  charged  to  the  United  Slates. 

There  appears,  also,  to  have  been  paid  to  John  R. 
Clay,  in  1836,83,381  41.  as  "c'lmpcni-a'ion  lor  ceriain 
diplomatic  services."  This  gc^nlleman,  at  that  dme, 
held  the  jiilace  of  secretory  of  legation  at  St.  Pefer.s- 
burgh,  wiiha  salary  of  ■^'".(iOO  a  ve^ar,  and  the  payment 
to  htm  of  the  further  sum  of  S3',3S1  41  may  be  justly 
questioned. 

(Ither  items,  indicative  of  extravagance  or  favoritism, 
may  be  si'en  in  this  contingent  expense  account  of  fo- 
reign missions,  but  I  will  not  stop  to  specify  them. 

It  will  also  be  found  that,  in  the  days  of  this  "search- 
ing operation''  and  "reform,"  the  standing  committees 
of  this  house  on  the  expenditures  of  the  sercrnl  depart- 
ments attended  to  their  vocation.  Bii',  very  soon  af'er 
ireneral  Jackson  came  into  povver,  tlie.^e  conimillees 
became  so  much  a  matter  of  mere  form  that  the  chtiir- 
nian  of  one  of  ihem  declared  here,  during  the  la.si  con- 
gress, he  had  never  even  thought  it  worin  iiis  while  to 
convene  his  committee,  and  he  appeared  quiiesiir[)riscd, 
or  at  all  events  amused,  that  any  inquiry  was  expected 
to  be  made  in  rettard  ui  the  expenses  of  these  dejiari- 
inentsl!  ThisslateofihinL'sf,rii.'-  asiront;  coirrast  with 
the  report  made  here  in  April,  1S28,  by  Mr.  Blair,  of  Ten- 
fessee,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  accounts 
and  expenditures  in  tire  state  deptir'.mcnt.  He,  you 
know,  Mr.  Sjieaker,  was  a  Jackson  reiormcr;  like  the 
.select  connnii Ice,  he  found  every  ihing  wrong,  and  pro 
iiiised  to  correct  it.  The  purchase  of  books,  the  em- 
ployment of  a  librarian,  and  mtiny  other  things,  were 
c(  iisnred — even  the  riitht  to  purchase  a  print  or  likeness 
of  general  Washington,  to  be  suspended  in  the  deparl- 
ment,  I  ■:'  questioned.  How  stands  Ihe  matter  now? 
Why,  large  sums  of  money  are  yearly  expended  for  the 


library  of  the  staie  depar  ment,  and  many  books  pur- 
chftsed,  which  are  certauily  unnecessary. 

Bolides  the  purchase  ol  books,  periodicals,  and  news- 
papers,  made  tor  this  departoieni  by  its  disbursing  agent 
at  home,  there  was  expended  in  Ltindon,  during  last 
year,  for  similar  objects,  nearly  $500.  A  librarian  is 
employed,  at  a  salary  of  itjil.oiO,  equal  to  thai  paid  to  the 
librarian  of  the  great  public  library  of  congress.  Ail 
this  loo,  sir, under  the  auspices  of  gendemen  who  said 
that  ibis  part  of  the  expenses  of  that  department  wag 
censurabiei  and  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  as  all  the 
officers  of  the  government  could  well  avail  ihemseives 
of  the  public  library  at  the  Capitol.  But,  Mr.  Sneaker, 
the  nines  changed,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  am:  Mr.  For- 
syth changed  wi.h  ihem.  The  sta'e  deparint  :it  is  now 
laid  oft'  into  grand  divisions.  When  Mr.  Clay  had 
charge  of  it,  the  Blue  Book  exhibited  a  list  of  a  dozen 
natries,  all  under  r!;e  hetid  of  clerks.  One  of  these  ac  ed 
as  translator  for  the  depar  inent,  and  his  salary  wag 
$1,150;  another  paid  out  the  funds,  and  was  charged 
wiih  the  contingent  expense  accounts,  and  he  received 
$1,150  a  year.  How  soon  is  ail  this  .simplici'y  and 
economy  forgotten!  The  Blue  Book  of  last  year  divides 
this  department  in'o  a  "diplomatic  bureau,"  a  "  consu- 
lar bureau,"  a  "home  bureau,"  a  "translator,''  whose 
salarv  is  S),760,  a  "disbursing  agent,''  whose  salary  is 
$r5D5,  a  ■'nhraiian,"  who.-e  salary  is  -91,540,  a  "keep- 
er of  the  ari'h  VPS,''  whose  salary  is  ®1,540,  and  gives 
one  man  Si9G0  a  year  for  "packing,  filing,  arranging, 
and  preserving  newspapers  and  printed  docunient.=." 
This  is  done  by  that  boas  ed  "democratic  party''  which 
affects  such  holy  horror  at  any  appearance  of  what 
they  call  "aristocratic  erandeur."  If  the  Turk,  whose 
letters  are  found  in  Salmagundi,  had  see'A  this  display 
of  "bureaus"  in  the  sta.e  department,  he  would  have 
Veen  better  justified  in  his  admiration  at  "die  grand 
and  magnificent  scale  on  which  these  Americans  Irans- 
act  their  b.isiness."  But  I  have  yet  to  add,  that  tho.se 
who  questioned  ther-ght  of  lite  state  department  to  pur- 
chase a  print  •.  f  the  immortal  Washington  have  used 
the  money  of  die  people  to  buy  prints  of  general  Jack- 
son, and  now  of  Martin  Van  Biiren,  for  almost  every 
room  in  each  of  the  departments!! 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  tnis  ''searching operation''  and 
CLipilous  fault-finding,  every  petty  expense  of  the  several 
departments  was  looked  upon  with  tipen  censu.e.  I 
well  remember  that  an  iiem  of  some  few  dollars,  paid 
a  laborer  for  destroying  die  gi'sss  wdiicli  was  growing 
between  the  bricks  of  the  paved  walk  leading  to  the 
state  department,  was  held  up  to  public  view  as  a  piece 
or  aristocratic  extravagance.  Now,  sir,  suppose  I  were 
to  cite  to  you  many  similar  an')  equally  (if  riot  tno.-e) 
objecrionable  ehtirges  in  the  present  accounts  of  these 
departiiien'f — such  as  cash  paid  for  clearing  the  snow 
oft  the  pavemenis,  so  that  Mr.  Forsyth  need  uol  wet 
his  feet;  "590  a  quarter  for  labor,"  i54  for  sundries," 
''$16  for  work,"  without  stating  what  labor  or  work. 
It  might  have  been  for  killing  g.-ass,  or  raising  vege'a- 
bles  fe-r  the  secretary.  The  term  "sundries''  may  con- 
ceal the  same  things,  and  the  curious  niiiihf  inquire 
w  hat  use  was  made  of  the  fire-proof  paint  for  which  $78 
were  paid  by  the  secretary  of  stale.  But  tiie  money 
is  well  laid  out,  if  it  will  preserve  the  edifice!  And  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  secretary  of  the  treastiry  and 
the  postma.ster  general  had  nor  made  similar  p'ln  bases 
in  tune  to  save  their  respective  buildings.  Penknives 
and  scissors,  by  the  dozen  and  half  dozen,  are  pur- 
chased by  the  secretary  of  siate,  who  also  pays  a  clerk 
to  go  to  Baltimore  to  collect  a  draft.  An  iiemofSlOO 
paid  bv  the  secretary  of  the  'reasury  for  the  iran.spor.'a- 
rion  of  money;  but  hew  nntch  money,  or  from  whence, 
or  where  transported,  we  know  not  I'his  las*  charge 
is  a  kind  of  f)rctaste  of  the  hardmoney  sub-treasury 
system,  by  which,  instead  of  transmitting  the  funds  of 
die  government  by  means  of  the  cheap,  safe,  and  rtipid 
system  of  exchange,  which  prevailed  before  the  banks 
were  "debauched"  by  Mr.  Kendall,  the  public  money 
is  now  to  be  wagoned  over  ihe  couniry  at  great  expense 
and  hazard,  and  always  wiih  delay. 

The  late  eminent  and  viruious  attorney-general  Wil- 
liam Wirt,  did  not  escape  the  censure  of  these  indeluti- 
guble  reformers.  He  had  rendered  some  professional 
«ervices.  in  which  the  United  Slates  were  in.eicsied, 
but  which  were  not  such  as  his  official  slaiion  charged 
Hpon  him.  For  t'ais  service  an  inconsic'erable  sum  was 
paid  to  him,  but  its  propriety  was  quci-tioned.  The 
salary  of  the  attorney-general  was  then  J3,500.  and  he 
was  allowed  $800  tor  a  clerk.  How  stands  the  case 
now?  The  salary  of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Bu-ler,  the  pre- 
sent attorney-general,  is  $4  UOO.  and  in  183t  he  was 
paid  $4,150  19  for  compensation,  hes  I'r  ;  '  ,  i  >  -nllnwed 
$1,300  ior  a  clerk  and  nicssei.ger,  nil,;  '' II  ,  ;,  ,,0- 
tingent  expenses  of  his  oflice,     Tli,    ■       -  lu.al 

allowance  and  chaige,  amounting  :■    i  :l '  I.SOO, 

is  made  in  1835.  Independent  of  the  iiiciva-ed  salary 
and  the  enlarged  provision  for  a  messenger,  whence 
comes  Mr.  Bu.lei's  right  to  chirge  an  excess  of  i?1.50  19 
for  compensation,  besides  ^rSott  fcrcop''n;;rii'  r-  prn.-cs? 
In  the  year  1S36  we  hear  n,,  '  '■  i  ,  :'.  .i'  c.x- 
penses,  but  a  provision  of  ■:  1  H-T  s  n  .  ,  hi  I  -  i  !i  rk 
and  messenger,  and  fiir  Mr.  ISniii  '■  ,.i"i|  i  i.s  .  i  n  d;at 
year  be  received  84,332,  when  his  siilaiy  w:,s  only 
'$4  000.  Why  was  this  excess  ol  §332  pnitl  to  him?  He 
appears  to  lia\e  been  used  as  a  sort  of  Caleb  Qncttm. 
He  has  bee.,  allowed  to  enjoy  ihe  salary  of  his  ov  n 
office  and  that  of  the  recre'aiy  of  war  ot  one  and  the 
same  ume,  being  at  the  ra'e  of  $10  000  per  year,  pur- 
suing too  his  profession,  and  receiving  ils  emoinnien'.s. 
No  wonder  ve  see  in  him  "ihe  complying  Uw  officer 
of  the  crown.'"  When  did  he  ever  give  an  opinion 
contrary  to  the  wish  of  tlie  president,  if  he  knew  what 
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tli:ii  was.'  i,pi  i;ie  i;iicaii  illus.irii.ion.  .-Vti  i lie  story  is 
told,  wheii  tlie  Bal;iiiiore  railroad  was  aljoui  lo  be  bl- 
eated !ii  it.-;  u-rmiimtio.i  in  iliis  fi!y,  iho  cc.iiipa'i).-  coii- 
siilitd  IMr.  Bu  Icr  on  soiiu;  puim  as  ui  ilii.<  r.g.il  nt'  way, 
uiidiT  i.ieir  cliaricr.  .MitT  lull  delilicr;i  i.ui.  Ins  pro- 
fu-.siori.il  (ipi.iion  wasiiLnuiiii'd  in  wniiii<;.  Ii  ImiiiH'i.ed 
tlial  t'c.iorai  Jackson  Iclt  sonic  concern  aljjui  ihc  loca- 
tion ol'  tins  nu'litot"  way,  and  lie  cxprc^iSfd  nn  opinion 
0.1  Inc  same  point,  ru| airing  a  Icrniinali.in  ol  tlic  road, 
wnicn  ilif  coui,)any  did  not  wish,  and  wliicli  Mr.  Bn;- 
br  had  advised  ilieiii  dii  v  ru  ■  .1  not  aiop-.  (icn.  Jnck- 
sj.i  was  furnislud  uHh'tii'  opniio:i  ol  llio  attorney- 
gp  K-ral;  but,  i.istead  ol'  yieldni:,',  ho  endor-pd  on  it, 
"  M.'.  Bjtier  liasi  noie.\ainiiicd  this  ca^e  v.  i:|i  his  usual 
care;  let  ihis  paper  be  relerred  hack  lo  him,  with  a 
copy  ol'  ihc  charier,  lor  his  rc-e.xaniMntion.''  In  due 
li.iie,  3;r,  die  attorney-yeneral  aijrces  with  the  pre.-ioen', 
and  ^.ves  an  opinion  in  coidinniiy  with  ih;ii  which 
general  .facks.ui  hade-\;)'e'<sed!  Alter  ili  s,  .M..  S^ieak- 
er,  we  ncvd  not  be  surpri.sed  at  tiie  iib-:n*d  .'[innon  o{ 
Ml".  B-itler,  i,'.ven  as  a  toiindaiion  or  jiis:;liLatio:i  tor 
general  J.iL-ksun  to  p  lekct  the  bill  rcpi  alini:  the  trea- 
sury eircuhir,  and  which  hud  pas.-'eil  IkmIi  houses  of 
co.iijres.-?  alni-ist  by  acclamaiioii.  Nor,  indei  d,  should 
we  be  nstii-iished  at  any  opinio.!  ol  his,  unless  he 
siiould  have  happened  to  give  one  difl'erent  t'roin  what 
lie  supposed  the  prt-siJenl  wanted. 

I  >v.sn  now,  to  make  a  few  comments  on  the  profes- 
sions and  practice  ul  Mr.  Anijs  Kendall  late  fourth 
auiltior,  and  now  pusiniaser  general.  Tli  s  gentle- 
iiia  1,  y.)i|  kn-j.v,  sir,  w;is  an  elcvcn'.Ii-lioar  Juckson 
man.  il  ■,  however,  w.is  aino.ig  the  lii>'t  who  got  of- 
fice; and  inline  liaielv  aTter  Ins  uiip oiutnieiit,  a  letter  of 
lis  IS  piblislieJ,  m  which,  alter  lioldiai;  hinicif  and  a 
iciv  friends  up  as  huii.ig  lieea  pcrsccincd,  he  cvelaims, 
'■what  has  Heaven  done!  Sj  disp  ue  I  of  events,  as  to 
make  Barry  postmaster  geiicriil,  and  myself  a  more 
bumble  auditor''  As  to  .Mr.  Barry,  no  mailer  '"wliai 
even  s"  made  him  p.isnnas  er  general,  we  know  thai 
unJer  his  manageineiit  that  deparinicnt  was  deranged 
and  rendered  insoi\entI 

Bat  no.v  for  ih.s  "hu.iible  auditor,"  or,  as  from  his 
own  f^.ies.ion.  he  is  someiiities  called,  "  diis  lleaven- 
birn"  .\mjs.  If  b,-s:ory  does  him  justice,  U  will  be 
founl  dial  he  desired  olii,  e  under  .M/.  Cluy,  \yhich,  it 
HOC  be.ny  in  the  p  iwvr  of  the  latter  lo  provide,  Mr. 
Kendall  espoused  rhe  cause  oiireueral  J.iL'ksun. 

I I  tins  letter  of  Mr.  Ken  lall,  lie  says: 

''I  feel  bound  by  my  oli!i,M'io,is  to  my  country,  and 
by  the  ji'cdges  so  ot'ien  repealed  by  all  the  principal 
iiien  ot  our  p  iriy,  to  prouuie,  with  all  f.iy  talents  and 
i  idiis'ry,  the  refirnis  whicii  tiie  people  deinai.J.  1  wdl 
prove  iliat  our  deciararions  have  not  been  h  '!low  pre- 
le  ice.s.  Besides,  I  h  .Id  the  interference  of  federal  olTi- 
cers  with  stale  pohiies  to  bo  improper  in  principle." 

I''  ir  the  reform  under  this  last  p  iraijrapii,  I  refer  you 
to  Mr.  Kcndab's  let  ers  and  tuasis  sent  to  various  po- 
iincal  meetings  and  dinners  throughout  the  country, 
for  a  few  years  past,  on  the  eve  of  sta'e  elections. 

Wiien  Mi".  Kendall  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Iiis 
auditor's  olii^e,  he  ciiu..'cd  to  bepubli.-^hed  in  the  United 
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»e  look  at  the  .statement  of  tl.t 
ifhisotliee  Ibr  ihe  last  vei.r.     Do 
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Sundry  iitliers  uhich  I  will  n  n  slop  to  name:  ihc  wh.ile 
ninnber  hein-i  iwen'y  or  upwards,  and  the  to'al  i.fsuli- 
sei-pion  widiin  a  small  IVaciion  of  »2O0!  He  was 
frigntened  al  a  p  !c  "f  Ili  newspapers,  but  he  can  now 
take  20  nt  a  dose!  Canii  he  |i  Lssilile  that  a  rnae,  wl|ii 
came  into  olTice  declaring,  like  the  I'hari'ee  of  old,  thai 
"he  was  not  like  other  men,''  and  .viild  cveti  "tithe, 
mint,  and  cumiiiiii,"  beL'i.s  already  to  "neglect  ihe 
weigliiicr  mailei:s  of  the  la.i!"  What  becomes  ot  bis 
inflated  promise  "lo  prove''  tha'  his  "declaradons  had 
noi  been  hollow  pretc  ices?"  Of  what  value  was  his 
declaration,  nmJe  in  his  lefer  befirc  n  ferred  'o,  and 
in  which  he  says,  "Vain  I  may  lie.  proi.d  I  am,  thai 
the  prcsideiu  has  given   me  nn  'oppo    nni  y  to  aid  him 

and  ' 


■inl, 

Wliv,  sir.  I 
,v.i  words,  in 
e  world  well 

true  rink.'' 


nii.ined  hi 


S.aies  Telegraph,  ihe  then  othcial  or 

which  be  says,  "  T.ie  interest  of  the  i   .,iii'r\  ile  ii.nds 

thai  this  ofK  e  sli.iii  ne  tilled  wi  b  m; ;;  .  ■      ,     .  ...  :i:,,l 

not  wit, 1  tii.'v6,'(,i^/)o'i(i( Idas.''    S.r,  ti.i »v,iii 

the  worii.  oia  u.iMi.i^  pili  ieian,  e.Np.-  -  '.  .1  ::i.  I  f  n- 
pj|. ileal  and  dcnia,'jg.e  ends,  which  ihe  wr.  c,  in  the 
same  breath,  said  Ile  Had  ipiit  and  left  for  otiier.'!  I 
Wilt  read  a  te*v  passages  from  it.  '^\[^  five  days  I  have 
returned  to  the  |)osl  office  t.%enty  letters  and  three 
paniphlels,  C'lclo-ed  lo  the  f  jurtli  auililor,  and  directed 
lo  oiner  jie.so.is!"  H.iw  loni;  after  Ibis  letter  was  it  be- 
fjre  Mr.  Kendall,  for  the  purpose  of  buikiirL;  up  the 
G.obe  iiewsp  iper,  and  the  fortune  of  his  friend  Francis 
P.  Blair,  (a  intber  elevenih-hoiir  .F.ick.^on  in.m,  whom 
he  nad  bro.ight  from  his  firmer  reside.ace  at  Frankfu-, 
Ke.iiuc'rty.)  sent  un.ler  his  frank  to  Kentucky,  and  per- 
haps escwiiere,  t  le  pros,  eciiis  i^f  this  newspaper? 

In  mat  sa  oe  letter  Mr.  Kendall  a|j  i  s:iys: 

"  Upon  entering  iliis  otfice,  on  Monday  last,  one  of 
the  first  objects  which  strucl>  my  eye  was  a  pile  of  ncv.s- 
piperson  my  lanlc.  Anung  dieni,  1  counted  sixteen 
difl'erent  pap.  rs,  all  of  which  I  was  told  were  subscribed 
fir  by  tile  lourth  auJilor,  and  paid  ftir  out  of  the  trea- 
sui>.'' 

He  senl  them  back,  as  he  then  staled,  with  a  note  to 
each;  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Tretisun/  DepiirlTTienf, 
Fourth  Aulitor's  O^lue,  Min-.h  11,  1329. 

Sir:  Not  bt  I  e\  111;  that  1  am  auihonz.  d  to  ehnrge  ihc  '  sired 
govern    '.    i'  .^  .    :  -  ii..ri.p:i  ins  to  newspapers  and  .Jth 
pulili    .     .  .-.         I     I     .;e    not   useful   lo  ni"  i  i   the  d 
chaij'  .  .  ,  :  .Inlie-;  and   not   perceiving  dial  1    St 

cia  di,::\.-   .11    Ii--.  lance  iVoni  vour  j.iuriial  in  .veuling  ;  il 


III  proving    ha'  reform  i..» 
not  lo  apply  merely  lo  a  change  of  ir.eii?" 
quote  as  ii  rep'y  lo  these  qiies  ions  his  n 
another  passage  of  his  own  Icier:    "  Tl 
know  him  at   list,   and    assig  i    him    his 

"'I'mih  i*  onviip  Hen',  and  public  iustiii. 

.\mong  Mr.  Kendali's  ref  inns  may  be  ni. 
leading  airenev  in  ihe  removal  of  the  public  de 
from  the  Biiik  .d'llic  Uniie.l  .S-a'cs.  To  efleri  this,  he 
carried  on  a  sysiem  of  "billoig  and  cooing''  wiih  the 
s'n'e  banks,  and,  in  ilio  liinguu!;e  of  a  ccr.ain  senator, 
(Mr.  Bemon.)  "debnnclied  ilieni."  "Yes  .sir,  debauch 
!s  ilie  word."'  I  apply  il  to  the  iiovernmeni  and  banks, 
thou.,di  the  senator  ihoiighl  ihc  people  bad  been  de- 
bauched, and  npphcd  if  lo  them.  For  ibis  work  of 
"debauch,"  which  [irned  so  ,»erious  a  curse  to  the 
comiiry,  ibis  a^eiit  was  einplcved  thirtviwo  days,  and 
was  paid  fir  this  service  the' sum  of  v316  If,  being  j 
about  ten  dollai-s  a  d  ly  for  a  job  which  ha-i  occasioned  i 
much  of  llie  embarrassment  under  whieb  ihe  cowinry 
II  >w  laljors.  He  got  SIO  a  dav  for  doint:  this  injury  lo  ' 
the  pnblii — a  hard-working  In'horcr  finds  it  difiicnit  to 
iici  Ills  dollar  a  day.  Put  s  ill,  .Air.  Kendall  belong"  to 
Ihe  "dein  Kraiic  part.t,"  ■•  .A  whilst  he  received  liis  S!0 
a  day  for  that  work,  he  al.  .>  received  the  regular  salary 
of  Ins  office.  This  appears  to  be  an  established  usage 
of  this  ailminisiraiio  1.  The  case  of  the  atf.irnev  gene- 
ral 's  already  meniioned.  The  reports  from  the  de- 
pniiiiienis  show  ,=everal  other  cases,  th'iiigh  I  will  no-.v 
only  add  ihatofthc  comniiss'one- of  Indian  affairs,  who 
was  for  a  while  acting  secreiary  of  war,  and  dun  il' 
this  period  drew  the  salaries  of  ctich  ofliice,  being  at  the 
ra  e  of  S9,0I10  a  yc-r. 

Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  man  better  knows  all  the  uses 
of  office  ihan  Mr.  Kendall,  I  have  riad  a  noliiicii! 
irae',  writ  i  .i,  I  iliini;,  by  Dean  5wifi,  cn'ided  some- 
what m  ihis  way:  "The  corivenience  of  a  place  ai 
cour%  ^'r  a  sure  tiKide  .,f  providing  garniemsfor  a  »  hole 
finiily."  Mr.  Kendall  appear-  tii  understand  ihc  '  nw- 
dus  (iper,7aJ("of  this  matter.  The  nrinted  list  of  clerk- 
in  his  deparimenr  e.^liibiis  his  faiher-in-luw  and  i".. 
nephews,  wiih  salaries  of  OI.IXK),  .?l,-200.  and  Sl.iOil: 
and  thus  we  see  a  family  provision  of  nearly  SlIOOlMI  a 
year,  including  his  own  salary.  Rjl  Mr.  Kendall  is 
not  the  only.sffi.er  who  thus  lakes  cnre  of  his  own 
li.)us(.hold.  If  nr  ivi-' Ml  of  this  kind  he  evidence  of 
'faith  ''  few  of  tneni  » ill  be  finnd  "infidclr."  Tl:e  p.e- 
.siden  's  SI  1  ha"  an  office,  which  I  hs'.e  already  mcn- 
lione  1,  .if  §I..')00  a  vear.  1'lie  scereiarv  of  slate's  so-i. 
until  Very  la'ely,  held  the  place  of  district  attorney  in 
Alabnin-a.  .A.  near  rel-ilion  by  inarriare  -d'the  secre'ary 
of  the  treasury  has  a  comtiirialile  nnnui'y  of  SI, 100  in 
tiie  iiavv  department;  another  holds  il.e  ajipoin  nient 
ofnavaroflicer  in  Bosion,  with  a  sala'V  of  t.3,'«;0  per 
year,  bcsiiles  being  pre-idcnl  of  tl'.e  Lafayei'e  Bank  of 
iliai  city;  and  a  tiiird  is  the  cashier  of  the  Franklin 
Bank  of  dial  ciiy,  which  became  a  special  net  un.-ler 
the  pel  bank  system.  These  gentlemen  wi  iild  all  make 
excellent  sub-lreasuri  r.-! 

Mr.  Bond  said,  when  the  proposition  for  retrench- 
ment was  under  considi  ration  here  in  1828,  llie  Iricnds 

f  Mr.  ."Vclams,  by  way  of  p.oving  that  he  and  lliey  de- 
er just  cco'ioiny  ami   reform,   iioinled    to  '-is 
reeonnneii'lng  i'.    How  were  tlievanswcreil? 
\V'iiy.s:r.  .Mr.  I   Ldiani,  v.h.i.siion  afterwards  was  made 
c  ':i.asiii y.  said  itw.as  indee.l  true  thai 
d   reeoniniiiid  il,  biit  he  v.'anted 


the  i.cjounis  of  die  Uiiiicd  S.aies  navy,  I  have  to  re-  i  more  practice  and  less  pr.d'e.ssion  in  this  matter.  There 
quest  liiat  yon  will  disconiinue  sending  il  to  this  office-  were  no  specificn  leforms  f  >und  in  die  inessaL'e;  be 
'Very  re,-pe'.ifu!ly,  your  obedient  servant,  could  o  dy  find  iherp  one  of  tho- 

A.itos  Ke.vdai.l.      I  riiin.s  which  were  a-  ii;iiii.  iiih.i 
Here,  Mr.  Spealu-r,  is  a  fine  display  of  die  "pride,    '•yoiirhuinhle.-erva-r'    .     I..   T .. 
pom;>,  J.id  circionsianee"  of  office,  if  noi  ol'oin  lal  111- I  dolpb,  in  the  saioi   il.       ..    .. 
soeo.c     Bat  j-eslerday  he  was  inm.self  Ike  editor  and    subje/-t  of  retrench'  ' 

l.sher  of  a  newspaper:  he  next  appears,  in  ids  own  '     ^  The  pre; 


'  formal  recomnienda- 
he  said,  as  the  words 
of  11  letter.  Mr.  Uan- 
'l.is  language,  on  the 

.id  tliem,  in  one  of  iho'V 


pi'''.sn-  .....  ^         .        . 

la.iguage,  an  "iiunible  audit  r.''    But,  sir,  dees  nul  the  \  lory  generalities  v.'iih  which  all  ,eermo;is,  pol:  ieal 
leter  jusi  read  shb.v  that  he  nad  foi-go  len  his  humility,    li;'ic:i;s,  .b  :und;  whicli  might  be  prinu  ■'  in  blank,  like 
and  become  pnft'.d  up  with  o.'K  dal  consequence!  hiw  pro,--pss,  and  filled  as  of-easions  migh'  rcqisire.    But. 

Why  did  be  not  simply  tell  his  brother  editors,  in    sir,  (."aid  he.)  I  am  for  looking  at  die  practices,  ond  not 
brief  and  respectful  laiiguaiie,  thai  he  liad  disconunued  I  at  ihe  precep's  of  the  jiarson,  ptili-ical  or  religions." 
the  suliscr  puon  for  their  paper?  !      Mr.  Bond  said  this  rule  of  Mr.  Rnnlolph  was  per- 

Bu;  a  turd.er  th.iiiglit  is  sugL'esttd  by  ih'S  letter  of  fectly  jusI;  it  was  thus  shown,  too,  to  be  avowed  by  this 
Mr.  Amos  Keielall,  and  bis  reason  f.r  discontinuing  adiiiinislrad  in,  and  he  was  will-ng  to  ju.L'e  ihem  by 
newspaper  Eiibscrip'ioBS.    He  is  now,  sir,  postmasteri  their  own  rule,  and  thought  to  lliis  they  ought  iioi  lo 


object.  He  would  leave  it  1 1  die  House  and  to  ibe  pc  i- 
pleioMiy  viheiliertiie  "praeiice.-"  ..I  tli.s  adiiiimsra.ion 
"bid  conformed  to  ilieir  p.-eceps.'' 

Was  ihe  II  eonmiendan  ui  in  i/cneral  Juck.son'.  inau- 
mir.l  address  one  of  ihose  'lol  y  rei.eralilier"  ii.M 
-pok'  n  ..I,  and  di  fined  bv  Mr.  Uai.do  ph?  The  •  loiil 
cabi  e,"  must  have  lost  ilie  an  of  leuomg,  olurv.ne 
"lel.'riii"  was  not  qui  e  so  "legibiv  iiecribeu"  as  li.e 
miHial  imagined.  I'hai  pa  r  iiia;.e  of  the  liueral  eo- 
Mrnmeiii  which  was  sa'd  lo  lie  froiighi  iiiio  ci  iillict 
nidi  the  fieedom  if  siiiie  i  lections  basgreaiiv  increas- 
ed, and  is  snil  unrestrained,  in  'he  i-niiie  eontl'iet. 

'I'heeenileman  from  TeiincsMe  (Mr.  Bi  I.)  has- f.r 
'ears  labored  to  biin;;  lies  lloll^e  to  die  eon-iilera  i.  n 
of  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  if  ckc'i.in',  and  .IkiS 
ciriy  into  eirecl  die  recommendaiion  of  gcniral  J.e  k- 
sjn's  inaugural  addres.s.  Able  as  thin  gen  lemen  is, 
and  un'ning  as  he  has  been  in  his  ell'ur.s,  die  measure 
proposed  by  liiin  has  reee.vid  ihefr.iHiir.  i.isiead  of  die 
favor  of  ll.is  admmis'raiion.  He  and  die  venerable 
senator  from  the  same  .-ta  e  (Mi.  While )  were  ihee.irlv 
and  devo'cd  friends  of  gener.i,  .laekso-i,  and  il.ev  s  ill 
di'sire  to  carry  into  pruc  ical  elleei  die  pr,iiei|'lia  wli  ch 
they,  wiih  general  .lackson,  proles.sid  to  bt  L'ovtr  ed 
by.  They  ti'el  and  know  the  imminen  danger  which 
threaens  the  country,  hi  the  incrijnted  sircng'h  of  li.e 
oa-ronage  i.l  oince.  '  Tliev  see,  n  id  uenll  sic,  thai  tl  e 
ilnte-uolileis  .ire  ".ibr.  aj  in  die  am  ."  Fora  drs.?|l|i. 
Hon  of  tills  growiiii.'  p.ialunx  and  i.s  p  .w.'rli.l  ince.i  ive 
to  action,  I  will  draw  on  biidi  aiuh,.ritv.  A  member 
of  the  senaie,  (Mr.  Grundy,)  a  zealous  friend  of  te.'cral 
.lackson.  llie  evulenee  of  whu-ii  has  bieii  alreadv  g.ven 
in  his  own  words,  held  this  lunguagi-,  when  aiiiiing  lo 
pull  down  ihe  adininisiniiioii;  '  When  I  sec  (said  he) 
an  otlice-holder  iiiierii  ring  in  eleciion-s,  it  hu.s  o..'curred 
to  me  thai  he  was  ihiidiing  of  his  salary,  and  is,  there- 
fore,  an  unfit  adviser  of  ihe  peep'-.." 

Mr.  Speaker,  tha'  which  occurred  to  Mr.  (Jruiidy  no 
doubi  of  en  occurred  to  yon  al  the  snine  neriod.  The 
proposition  is  a  very  natural  one,  and  1  ilimk  ihal  re- 
ceni  evenis  have  slrengilii-ncd  rati  er  than  impaired  its 
irmb.  B.dl  beg  ihe  tor  her  iniiidgeiiee  of  the  house 
whl.;  I  re.id  uhai  nnodierdi  i  gui^lled  fiimd  ol  gene- 
ral .lackson  said,  when  lii  baiiig  the  subjeeiof  le're.ich- 
nient  and  reform  oti  lb  s  llmr.  I  allude  lo  ,Mr.  liu- 
chiinun,  now  a  senator  fro  i  rennsylvania,  and,  with 
Ids  con'iiiued  and  gr.nv-  ig  devoiion  to  'he  par  y,  what 
he  said  v.  1!  •  cr  '^inly  le  consi-lered  "oribodo.\."  I  lind, 
by  iIm.  d'  !).ile,  ii  u   he  siuil  it  was  ivell  known 

"Tha'  when  a  man  is  once  appointed  lo  ofilce,  all 
l!.e  selfish  passions  of  his  nii'are  are  eiilislcd  fir  the 
purp  -se  of  rcaining  it.  The  oHice-hoUlers  (said  he) 
are  the  cilhled  noldiers  of  that  adminlstralion  i<y  wdii'li 
they  are  susiuincd.  Their  co.iifiriablc  existeiiee  of  en 
di,  pends  upon  the  re-e!ecnon  of  their  patron.  Nor  does 
disiippo'nine'i  long  rankle  in  the  beans  of  the  di^np- 
poiii'ed.  II  .H-  is  still  left  to  iliem;  and  bearing  dis- 
appoininicnt  wiih  patience  they  know  will  preseiil  a 
ne-v  claim  to  office  at  a  future  time. 

Tills  pas.siige  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  spceeli  proves  bint 
lo  have  been  an  observer  of  men  and  ihing,",  and  fa- 
miliar wiih  the  leading  principles  of  hiirnan  action.  Ho 
dreaded  the  consequences  of  the  sellisli  spi.-ii  of  the 
oifiee-bolder,  an.i-1  induced  the  couniry  lo  bei..  "e  ihut 
iren.  Jackson  and  his  iriends  would  provide  a  suitable 
lesliaiiii  n|i  m  il.  But  I  fe  ir,  sir,  the  pe.iple  will  be  left 
II  ■  11  l.iiir  ihiii  ibis  ce .nil  .linn  is  one  of  those  "P''liti- 
:il  I'M!-. ill  '■  .!.  ^  iibed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whose "prac- 
..■■  s"  ill  0  il  r  ill!  -iiind  with  his'precejjrs."  I:  is  eer- 
'aiii  niiiler  die  luvonie  adminisiraiion  of^  die  geiric  nan 
and  his  friends,  the  oflii'c-holders  have  re  eived  new 
life,  instead  of  a  check.  Bu'  I  niiisi  y.  i  p  li.ii  oiil 
another 'lisercpancy  beiweeii  Mr.  Buebann'i's  pr^.Tis 
sion  and  piacHue.  In  die  same  dcbai",  he  nvewei', 
with  censure,  several  of  ihe  fireiun  inissinns  '.it  lo 
Russia  included;  and  panicnlarly  coiideimied  a  y  pr.  c- 
li':e  ail.iwing  a  niini="ir  to  "re'iirn  afer  one  yeai'.s  ob- 
seiice.''  His  language  is:  "If  such  a  iirncliee  sli onld 
prevail,  our  ministers,  in  viol.oi.in  of  the  spirit  of  the 
e.visling  law,  will  receive  by  a.Idi -g  ih-.  outfit  lo  ihe 
salarv,$lS,000.  instead  of  &'J  000,  liir  one  year's  ser- 
vice." "I  am,"  said  he,  ■'aaanisi  ilie  prnc'i''< ."  Tiiis, 
Mr.  S;icaker,  was  his  preci  |it.  Bin,  sir.  in  a  briif  space 
ol  line  .  "f  i.|  ciidi  inniniiund  siiyini;  '  I  am  a^jainsl  the 
prar  .  i  ."  V  r  'I .  Iiiiii  lake  the  boiinly.nnd  become  one 
of  ibi  .  ill:  I.  .1  s.,l,,ieiV  whom  he  had  describe.!,  and 
go  o.i  A  l.iii  i.ij  leis-ion  lo  Kussia,  where,  afcr  sinilng 
;  a  t«i  Ive-inonth  and  a  day,"  he  pockets  die  "SlS.OOd, 
instead  of  89,000  for  a  j'cai's  service,"  and  comes 
home! 

Tb,s  ."cems  to  be  an  nppronriaie  time  to  compare  die 
nrecip!  and  pracliecof  !\Ir.  Randolph,  loo,  who  sad 
he'  was  li)r  liwking  at  the  praeiices,  and  nol  the  pre- 
cep's,  of  die  parson,  poll  ic-il  or  rehu'iouV  In  Iba'  same 
debate,  .Mr.  Raaddph  said  be  "could  not  icriiiii  anv 
motive  connected  wiih  the  division  of  the  sp„i|.  lo  mi,.'- 
hIc  wi-l."  his  e.xeriions.  He  would  no',  he  said,  give 
up  lii-  i  i'.ili. ..'!■-  and  the  pleasure  ()f  his  home,  •  I'or  a 
ell  Ii       :        ■'.      .  ootfiee,  or  a  forei;,'ii  mi.ssion;  or  (.veil 

for. ..I  sia'c."     He  sidd,  "there   had  lien 

an  '  !jj.  -.ii:.!-.!  in  the  plan  of  sending  Inini^'l■rs 
abroad,  and  bringing  them  back,  when  they  have  fin- 
ished their  business;  CiT,"  said  he.  '•they  are  now 
sent  abroad  on  »/eeic.'«.«»  errands,  that  liny  nay  cone 
back  re-infrrlii,  topod'et  'heireinolnniin's!"  M '■.  Speii- 
kpr,  it'.e  Greeks  and  R.mn'.s  bmh  held  it  to  be  hiLdilv 
I  useful,  but  e.vcecd:n'dy  i.'ifficul',  inader  lo  kiio.v  one's 
si'lf.  .Modern  h's'ory  and  our  own  times,  add  new 
f  ..ce  lo  'he  Inilh  of  'hal  po«ili  u'.  I  do  not  at  all  'lee.s- 
tion  the  perfect  sincerity  of  M.-.  Randolph,  when  la  ut- 
tered the  sciitiiiienis;  but  great  as  be  may  have  been. 
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jiCiiliLiI  as  lie  piofessad  ro  be,  and, 
u  iiiuLives   ut'  lunnan  action,  after 


lu;le  he  k] 


Randolph  giving  u 
bj.isieu  eiKJeai'iiie 
sioii  to  Russia,  wii 
resulted  troiii  it,  he 
errand,"  and  "eaii 
uments!"  Indeed, 
been  speeially  ded 
■        nd   tvvelv 


iveiits  prived 
ve  soon  IbiiiiH  Mr. 
andieavingallhe 
or  a  l"Aireii,m  rnis- 
jiublic  advani.ige 


■   Mirk 


unltsled  I 


d  b>'  "ihe  pari}"  Co  shorl   ler 
itlis,  tor  ihe  advantage  of  soi 
Idierb"  deseribed   by  Mr.  B 
.SI  of  that  mi.;,-ion  has   bee 


M, 


jrdi- 


the  p.. I, i;.  ..:,■  .^;loell-J^.d  Hi  ilie'M.Ll'r  .i.ij.^.l:;  of 
tiiB  limes  IJ  uhien  lie  liad  alluded,  had  been  surprised, 
if  not  disappointed,  by  events  whielisoon  followed.  A 
si:ii;ularexel;a,._-''ol  position  has  taken  place  between 
twoo:  .:,<  >  '.  ,  ;■  Mh-n.  VViieii  the  reireiu-hmeiu  le- 
sjIu  ■     ;  '.      ,,--r-l,a  triend  of  die  iheii  adnihiisira- 

lio.i,  ,M,  I'  .  .  "I  lilride  Island,  tool;  ground,  not  1,1 
term  ,  irii  '  II.  ,\ha(  similar  to  that  tiO',\-  avowed  and 
prae-.:ed  by  the  dominant  p.irty,  ''that  the  spoils  belong 
to  the  Victors."  Mr.  WickliHe,  a  .laekson  reformer, 
denied  and  condein.iod  such  a  right.  He  was  ap- 
po.nied  a  member  of  :!;    ;■'  Tr-.ini.rnt  and  reform  eom- 

jiut  ee,  nniJ,  alter  ;!'■    '      :       ir  into  power,  Mr. 

VViei%iitlc  zealousiv '■!(.  :  .-.I  i  ::,  ny  out  the  promis- 
ed rei'orni;  bm  not  liii.iii!_  .■.  ■■  -  jieration  he  liad  e.\- 
pecced,  he  abjured  "the  party."  .\bout  this  tune,  it 
happe.ied  that  the  reformers  avowed  the  doctrine  ''thai 
l^e  ^pJits  belong  to  tlie  victors,"  and  Mr.  Pearee  enli.s- 
ted  ii.ider  their  banner. 

Sir,  lias  no  the  country  been  disappointed?  Have 
noi  ;iie  peaple  been  deceived  and  allured  by  specious 
a. id  vain  promises?  Has  not  the  federal  executive  pa- 
trj.iage  in  irdinaiely  i.Tcreased,  and  is  it  not  s  ill  tin- 
res.raiiied?  I^i  noi  the  po.verover  it  abused  and  ]>er- 
vcrt;j?  O)  not  the  expenses  of  our  ge.ieral  g  ivcrn- 
ine  If  far  transcend  in  aaijunt  all  our  p:is^  h,  ,,],' 
Way  are  ihe=ie  things  so,  and  why  has  not  m;  '  ,  i 
b.-eii  s  ayed,"  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  y.na 
f  iitii?  I  ivdl  tea  you  why,  sir,  but  I  prefer  li  ;  i  -  i  i  i 
the  la.iguage  a. id  illustration  of  one  of  yoar  own  friends, 
M.-.  IjJcaaiiiU),  of  the  se.iate  to  whom  I  have  before 
ivIeiTcd.  In  his  speech  here,  to  winch  I  have  already 
aiuded,  and  w,;,  ,i  hr  -.v.ij  n--iiih;n  '  ih.  ;  h.'a)  a  linin- 
is  ra  ion,  iiv  i!.  ,     ;    ,.    ■    -  \\.     .         ,   -  .     -i  m  of 

p. .verbis:,  -  .     ,,,..,,.::     ,    ,      ,       uvia-   llie 
heart.     The 
and  the  ni. 


petiiirenilence  of  the  grounds,  and  another  appropria- 
tion of  tJiO.OOO  fir  new  furniture;  and  this,  loo,  in  the 
"eiy  year  when  your  public  iii'i-n -v  will  be  bankrupt. 
Y. lit  will  increase  the  e.'iper.-' —  i  ■  ':i  luisnons  and 
suffer  your  ministers  to  reihi  i:  n  ■  i-uh  Imef. ser- 
vice as  will  show  their  appo, 111;, 11  i  -  i.  Irivc  lueii  made 
for  individual  ga.n  rather  than  piblic  good.  You  will 
increase  the  con.angent  e,\pense.s  of  this  hoit'-e  from 
SiOOOO,  the  present  annual  amiunt,  to  jg'210,000.  You 
will  add  to  the  like  e.xpenses  of  ihe  sena.e  and  to  all 
other  public  ctpenditures  in  the  same  ratio;  and  tlie 
sum  t.ital  for  the  whole  civil  list  and  ordinary  appro- 
laiations  of  the  government,  which  is  no.v  SI'2".lfi3  d.33 
wdl  be  inerea,seJ  from  time  to  time  ini  ]■  i  ',  ■  i.  :.  i  .^  ed 
reform,  until  it  shall  e.xceed  thirty  uiii:,        i'  : 

You  now  fptes'ion  the  right  of  a  li^,.  r,,'.::  i  par- 
chase  a  print  or  likeness  of  the  imui  uial  W'.i^iiuigion, 
but  w-ill  decoraie  every  room  in  all  (he  depariments  with 
pirtraitsof  Miriin  V.in  Baren.  You  will,  by  means 
o|  the  "office  h  iluers."  tile  "enlisted  soldiers,"  as  yoii 
havr  just  callid  ilieiii,  bring  the  patronage  of  the  gen- 
eral itovcniiiii'ui  iiiti.j  confliin  with  the  freedom  of  e'ec- 
iioiis,  and  von  uiil  rcsia  the  hill  that  shall  he  lirou  dil 

,.,[.,,1  of  rh'V.,.    ,-!rciinn:s.      Y,,;i,  Mr. 


census  as  to  collect  iiiloniiation  in  (h'la.l  in  regaid 
to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  uianulacluus  of 
the  country. 

After  a  lew  words  in  opposilion  lo  the  resolnlion 
by  Messrs.  Sevier  and  Lenlon,  on  niolion  ol  jMr. 
Sevier,  the  resohilimi  was  ind,  (initfly  poslpoiu  d. 

On   motion  of  Mr.    Presloii,  the   bill  ex)datiatory 


in  to  secure 
Randolph, 
errand,'*  ai 
make  a  pir 

bee"'"'  '■■'!' 


ed   soldier,' 
lu  are  n 


n,  will  ' 
go  on  ' 


vho,  m  humble  life,  wtis  pare,  and  m 


cent  and  just,  has  ofien  been  transformed,  by  the  long  1  b^  50  niisnmriaged  under  v 


ssession  of  power,  into  a  monster.  In  the  sacr 
b  joK,  which  contains  lessons  of  wisdom  for  the  p  iliti- 
eia  I  as  vvell  as  lor  the  chnsuaa,  we  tiud  a  happy  lilus- 
tra  i  in  of  tne  c.irrap.ing  mtlaence  of  p  i.ver  iip'oa  the 
ham  in  near..  VV'aen  dazael  c.nne  to  consult  lili..-ha 
wii.imjr  his  masLcr,  111!    I'.,,i'  "f  ."^.na,    would  recover 

fioai  a  dangerous  ili;i.    - r    v -...  looking  through 

tlie  vista  of  f  1  urity,  ,~ .  ,  -..,  ■  ,\.u:  ^  of  which  the  ines- 
se.igcr,  wnostoid  beijiL  u.ui,  uoLild  be  guilty,  and  he 
wepi.  Hazael  asked, 'vvliy  weepeth  my  lord?''  Tne 
propiiet  the.i  recou,ued  to  him  the  murders  and  the 
eruelnes  of  which  he  should  be  guilty  towards  the  chil- 
dren ol  Israel.  Hazael,  in  the  sprit  of  virtu  )us  indig- 
nation, replied:  "Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  thi.  hash  Jiild  do 
this  thing?"  And  Eash.i  answered,  'Tne  L  ird  hath 
shown  inu  tha  thou  shall  be  king  over  Syria.'  Tuis 
111. in  afterwards  became  king  by  the  murder  of  tiis  mas- 
ter, and  was  guilty  ol  enormities,  the  bare  recital  of 
wiiieii  woiil.j  make  usshiidder.'' 

Ho. V  true,  and,  alasl  how  applicable  is  this  sacred 
illas  ration  to  thjse  who  invo,ied  its  use  in  elevating 
ihein  eKes  to  p.).verl 

tiapp.iio,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  some  inspired  Elislia  hid 
bee.i  present  vvne.i  you  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  with  o.h- 
ers,  engaged  in  the  debaie  whicli  has  been  referred  to, 
and,  moved  by  the  sympathetic  tear  of  the  prophet,  you 
litid  asked,  "Why  weepeth  my  lord?"  how  would  you 
have  been  astonished  in  being  then  told  what  tne  peo- 
pf-  ol  this  countiy  have  since  realized! 

Imr'.nr.  I',  ''i,  lii-ij,  ,1  one  looking  through  the 
vista  ,  ;  .1  !  .   ;     .    .      1  id  .saying.  You  will  be  pla- 

ced ;  I  :   .  ,,  a  ly  iiicrea.se  the  amount  of 

all  pa:,.i"'  ,  ..^11  .1  lini..,  ,  Voii  will  use  the  otiices  and 
patrona''c  ol  the  country  fir  private  and  not  for  public 
good.  You  will  create  offices  for  favorites.  You  will 
enlarge  all  executive  power.  Yon  will  deny  the  right 
to  oall  forreasons  on  a  removal  iV  .  ,1  .•',]',  ■■■'.  and  in  a 
lew  years  will  remove  more  ili  1  1  1  .  i  >  ;  .is  from  of- 
fice for  opinio, I's  sake!     Yon  vv  ..      :i  iiid  corrup 

Ihe  postoffice  department,  win.  '1  i  .: .1  Imit  to  be 

sound,  and  you  will  not  reform  any  of  y.rar  dcsgiated 
abuses  in  the  other  departments.  You  will  npp.iiiit 
itiore  members  of  eongi-ess  to  ofTice  in  fjiir  )eiiis  than 
has  been  done  in  all  the  past  history  of  the  government 
Your  bill  t()r  the  abolition  of  lite  power  and  jiati-onage 
over  the  press  w.ill  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  Yon  wTil 
retain  ''the  press,  the  post  office,  the  armed  f.irce,  and 
the  appointing  power  in  the  hand.?  of  the  president,  and 
will  no  .  uffer  them  to  change  position  and  take  post  on 
the  side  01  the  people."  You  now  censure  a  small  ap- 
propiiatcn  to  purchase  some  additional  liirnitiire  for 
the  prc.^ide.:l'j  house,  but  you  will  furnish  that  Imusc  in 
lu.xun.iiis  s'yie  for  gen.  .Tackson,  who  will  be  succeeded 
by  Mr,  V  111  Buren;  and  he,  not  content  with  the  .se- 
cond-hand furiiitiiie  of  his  pretlecessor,  will  east  it  oil' 
and  make  his  entry  into  that  edifice,  with  one  appru- 
Jiriatio.^  of  !57,3dO  lor  alterations  of  the  house  and  su-. 


itr  direction,  that  it  will  be 
trulysaidof  you  on  the  flo  ir  of  congress,  '-there is  none 
so  poor  as  to  d  J  lam  reverence."  You,  Mr.  Woodbury, 
will  take  first  die  navy  anil  then  the  treasury  depar- 
ment,  and,  under  your  supervision,  an  attempt  to  hum- 
bug the  peiple  with  the  pr.nnise  of  an  exclusive  hard 
money  currency  w  II  result  in  the  banishment  of  all  spe- 
cie, a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  circulation  of  shinplas- 
tersaitd  treasm-y  iiit^  s. 

Imagine,  till  1'.  "t  ;-  .,\.  1  .  ■  .  ,  :i  r.  -..  ,nse  to  have 
been  made  a  i  .  .  .  .1  ,,.,  .,  ,  1  !,..,,.  sugtres'ed 
What  would  1!  : .,  I  .,  ...I!,,,:.,    I.I.!  ..  ii.it  wimld  Mr. 

Bichanan,  wIklhuJi  oh,  ...crip,.Mu;  .illu.-ion,  have  said? 
Methmks  I  almost  see  and  hear  hmi  e.xclami.  Is  thy  ser- 
vant a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing? 

Weatetokl  tliat,  iioiwithsta  idint;  the  indignation  of 
Hazael  heiva.i;  1  -  .,  liuone  of  Syria  by  murdering 
the  kins  hi-,  in..  .  1.  ;  1  ..m  committed  allthe  enormi- 
ties foretold  !.,    ii.  j,  ,,|.  ,,  .; 

So,  Ifea.-  ili.i  ,  1  , ,:.  ;.i  ,  of  the  protestations  of  Amos 
all,  die  |i:  I  ;i-  .1  ■■!,  !  am"  was  "an  empty  sound." 
"iniendeJio  :,;;.'..,:,,,;,  10  a  change  of  men'."  But  I 
leave  it  fiir  tlii~  '1  -  i-,  a  id  tor  the  people  of  this  counlrv 
to  judge  whcd  r  their  confide, ice  has  been  portrayed 
and  their  hopes  disappointed. 


of  the    acts   providing  Inr  the    payme 
officers  was  taken  tip,  and  made  an  oidir  lor   to- 
morrow. 

The  senate  resumed  fhc  consideration  of  Ihe  bill 
making  provision  lor  the  further  colhclion  ol  the 
imblic  reveime.  The  fpieslion  being  on  Mr.  Bu- 
clian  in's  subs  itiite  for  Ihe  bill, 

Mr.  If'ffts/eraddresseil  the  senate  at  length,  chief, 
ly  in  ail  examination  of  the  cl  arncter  and  bearings 
of  the  stibslitnte  ollered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  Mr. 
Bvchanan  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  ar- 
gued at  large  in  favor  of  hi.,  substitute.  Mr.  Tall. 
mut/ge spoke  against  the  substitute,  and  in  fa\or  of 
the  bill,  presenting  it  especially  in  Ihe  as|)ect  of  a 
reinstitenient  of  the  slate  baiik  deposife  system. 
Mr  Slrause,  after  a  few  pielimitiary  remarks,  otier- 
ed  Ihe  Ibllovving  aineiidiDents  to  ihe  stibslitnte  of 
Mr.  Buchanan: 

1.  That  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  public 
money  should  be  allowed  lo  make  sp.-cial  deposites 

l.J.iiJJ  f.j'r  "a'twelve-1110  uh  I  "tl'a"l«  notes  in  the  batiks  during  the  si.vty  davs,  at 
(to  die  gentleman    from    ''"^  ''"''  "''  "hich  they  were  to  be  converted  into 
specie.     Rejected  as  Ibllon.s; 

YFAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown.  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis.  McKean,"  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Pietiliss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robhins,  Rng- 
gles.  Southard,  Speiice,  Strange,  Suiil,  Tallmad^e, 
VVebsti-r.  While— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  B.mtnn,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, CUiv.  of  Ala,  Ciilhbcrt,  Fnllon,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  [.nmpkin,  L\on,  Mnufoii, 
Niles,  Norvi-ll,  Pierce,  Roane,  Hobiiison,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams,  Wri-ht, 
Young— 26. 

2.  That  Ihe  clause  of  Ihe  substittile  allouitig  Ihe 
public  creditor  the  choice  of  specie  or  bank  notes 
be  stricken  out.     Reji  cted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 

Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hubbaid,  Lumpkin.  I.yon, 

McKeati,  Niies,   Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss.  Roane, 

Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Websler, 

Young— 22. 


and  a  day'-"  service        „    _,  , 

New  York,)  M  .  Camhreleng,  will  oppose  a  vote  against 
the  very  nii^asure  which  you  no.v'  report  and  recom- 
mend, for  reducing  the  pay  of  members,  as  a  means  of 
shortening  the  session  of  congress.  You,  Mr.  Sieven- 
s.in,  will  he  made  speaker  of  this  liou.se,  and  appjintiis 
coinmittees,  and  ciispen.?e  its  rute-s,  with  the  promise  of 
a  fweign  mission  in  yourpjcke'.  You,  Mr.  Benton, 
will  vu'e  to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill  whicli  vou  now  re- 
p.irt  to  take  the  pair  laage  of  the  press  froiii  ihe  govern- 
"■■'!'.  iM  I  V  '.i;.  I,  |,  „-  ,.,!  ,..,,  ,.:|.:., ,.  I. , no,  1,1  ^-e,  with  its 
' '<        ■•    •    r,:i,..luced,  will 

; -.'1,;  ;       _:    i   :.,    ,a.ld     tiukllngj 

cy.oo  .;  ; '  V  ..u  .\I  .  V  .1  .  U.iu-ii,  m  u.i  now,  as  a  mem- , 
herol  the  com  nitiee  on  e.\ecu  ive  patronage,  report  a 
bill  requiring  reasons  to  be  assigned  for  removing  an  in- 
cumbent from  oifi.'e,  wdl  be  inade  secretarv  oT  state,  I 
and  in  due  tiine  presfdeni,  but,  from  the  moment  vou  t 
obfa  npower,y,ju  will  fji-getymir  bill,  and  not  only  vio- 
la*e  hut  rcfise  to  be  governed  by  its  principles.  You, 
.Mr.  D'cker.son.  also  a  member  of  tliat  comm  ttee,  will  j 
be  made  secretary  of  the  navy;  lui:  the  department  will  j  f"".'"' 
■■       ■         '^  .vtli  !,„'  Wriitit. 


Ken 


analysis  of  Ihe  e.xpen-    reply  lo  Mr.  Rive; 


TWE.MTY-FIFTH  CO.\'GRESS. 

SECOND   SESSIO.V SEtiATE. 

June  29.  Mr.  Norvell.  from  the  committee  nn 
commeice,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
!br  building  light  houses,  making  coast  surveys. 
&c.     R'Mil,  and  ordered  to  a  second  rcadin". 

Mr.  Wria;/:!  presented 
ditiires  of  the  government,  particularly  for  the  years 
1S33 — '37,  and  generally  from  the  commencement 
of  the  government  to  the  present  time.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed,  with  2,01)0  ex- 
tra copies. 

Mr.  IVrianl,  from  th.-  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  certain  agents 
and  attorneys  under  the  treaties  of  indemnity^uilh 
fbreign  nations.  Read  twice  bv  consent,  a'nd  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  Ihii-rrreaditig. 

A  nninber  of  petitions  were  now  presented  and 
referred,  or  otherwise  disjiosed  ol. 

The  bills  which  were  yesterday  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  were  to-day  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buijard,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Colli  iibia  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther coiisitleratioii  ot  a  petition  relating  to  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 

The  senate  look  tip  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
olher  house,  liistiliifing  a' joint  committee  of  in- 
q'iiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  so  taking  the  next  I  Young— 2l". 


NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clay- 
ton, Culhbert, Davis,  Fiillon, Grundy,  King,  Kniglit, 
Merrick.  Moufon,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson.  Riiggles,  Sevier,  Soiilhaid,  Spence, 
Swift.  Tallinadge,  White,  Williams— 24. 

3.  That  paymetitsof  the  public  creditors  should  be 
made  bv  the  ofhcers  of  the  government,  and  not  by 
the  banks.     Rejected  as  Ibllows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhonn, 
Clay,  of  Alabama.  Ciithbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Moufon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Sirange,  Trotter,  Wall, 
Wright— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky;  Clayton.  Crittenden.  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight,  Lyon,  Mckean.  Merrick,  Norvell.  Prentis's^ 
Preston,  Rives.  Robhins,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift.  Tallinaiige,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  Yoiiiig— 29. 

Mr.  Slraime  also  ollered  two  other  amendments, 
which  he  subsequently  witlidrew.  Mr.  Ni.cs  spoke 
discursively  on  the  siibjici,  in  lavor  of  the  substi- 
tute, and  of  perseverance  in  the  siib-trea^iiry,  and 
ollered  an  amendment,  which  he  alterwaids  with- 
drew on  Ihe  .suggestion  of  Mr.  Bveluman.  atiorriinu- 
facilities  for  gelling  the  money  out  of  the  banks. 

The  question  now  reciiruiig  on  Mr.  Bvchoimn's 
amendtnent,  Mr.  yju-cs  spoke  at  lenglh  in  opposition 
to  the  substitute.     Mr.  iji(c/(«n«n  spoke  chiefly  in 


sub- 


The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Buchanan 
slifnte,  it  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,of  Alabama,  Cuthberf,  Fulton.  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Littripkiti,  L\on,  Moufon,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Pierce.  Roane,  Robinson,  Sei  ier.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 26 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bavard,  Calhonn,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton.  Crittenden,  Davis,  Gtiindv,  Kn"iglit.  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Prestoi'i,  Rivts, 
Robbins,  Rngtrlcs.  Sitiilh,  ol  Indiana,  Sontl  aid] 
Spence,  Suilf,  Tallinadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White 
—24. 

So  the  snbsfitiite  became  the  bill,  and  Has,  in  its 
Inrn,  rejected  by  the  lbllov>dng  vote,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  engrossment: 

YEAS— Messrs.    Brown,     Buchanan,    Clcy,   of 

.Alabama,  Ciilhbert,  Fnllon,  Hubbard,  King.  I'.jon, 

Monlnn.  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Rehiiison, 

Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
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NAYS— M.ssrs.  Allen,  Bjyaril.  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ki-ntiicUy,  Cl.iylon,  Critlpinlen. 
Davis,  Giniidy.  Knight,  Linn,  I.i'niiikin,  MrKean. 
M  ruck,  Niirvell,  Pr-  iiliss,  Preston,  Rivps,  Kubliins, 
Rn-ili>s,  Suiilli,  of  Conn.,  Scnilh.  ol  Indiutia. 
Si>ntiianl,  Spence,  Svvilt,  Tall.nadge,  Tipton,  Wt-b- 
sler.  Whitr— 29. 

Mr.  li'riglU  then  jave  notice  that  he  shoukl  ask 
leave  to-morrow  to  brini;  in  a  bill  to  luodily  the 
last  clause  ol  the  fifth  section  of  the  dejiosite  act  ol 
1831);  ami  then  the  senate  ailjourncil. 

June  31).  Mr.  Cl'iy.  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 
petition  of  Origin  Bjc  leliler,  nnderslooil  to  be  in 
b  lijlf  of  a  Pe.ice  Sjciely  in  N.nv  Y.^rk,  prayin? 
CO  i:ri ess  to  interpose  their  i;(.oil  offices  iii  Ihe  set- 
tlement of  the  present  diUicnlties  tii'tneen  Mexico 
and  France,  and  reeoinmendiii'.;  a  proposal  of  medi- 
ation by  Ihe  United  States.  Releired,  and  ordered 
to  Oe  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  from  an  individual,  to  supply  a 
delicieucy  in  his  land.     Referred.  I 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Wdshiiinton  Navy  Yard  Bridge  Company  against  i 
th^'  passage  of  a  bill  passed  by  the  other  nonse  fori 
a  free  bridge  over   the  E  i.st.  rn  Branch.     Ref.rred. 

Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  \l'iltiains  reported  various 
bills  from  committees  referred  to  Ihein. 

Mr.  Strange,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  urantiiijj 
to  the  widow  of  John  A.  Cameron  (lost  in  the  Pu- 
laski) the  amount  ol'  half  a  year's  salary  of  her  late 
husband  as  United  Slates  judije  lor  Florida.  Read 
twice,  by  consent,  advocated  by  Air.  Strange,  op- 
posed  hy  Mr.  Clmj,  of  .\labamii.  ami  rejected  on 
the  qnes'tinn  of  its  tiiird  reading:  Yeas,  Mr.  Strange; 
and  Mr.  Preston;  n.iys  32. 

Mr.  Clai/,  ol  Alabama,  on  leave,  inlrodnced  a 
bill  to  remove  the  pension  aijency,  in  Alabama, 
from  Decatur  to  Hunlsville.  Read  twice,  by  con- 
sent, and  ordered  to  a  third  read. in;. 

Mr.  H'right  aiked  leave,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  lo  iiilrodiice  a  bill  to  modify  the  last 
clause  of  Ihe  lilth  section  of  the  deposite  act  ol 
ISSS,  which  prohibits  th  ■  reception  by  tie  i;overii- 
ment  ef  Ihe  notes  of  such  banks  as  alier  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  after  July  4,  1S3G,  issued  notes  of 
less  ilenomiu-ilion  tlian  live  dollars. 

Mr.  [Vebsler  said:  A  main  object  of  the  bill 
whir'i  I  inlrodnced  into  the  senate,  and  which  was 
b-fore  ns  yest-'rday,  was  to  do  the  very  same  thin;; 
wliicli  the  honorable  gentleman  pmposes  by  that 
which  he  now  hiinijs  forward.  I  intrudnced  my 
measure  as  beinj  necessary,  in  :iiy  opinion,  in  or- 
der to  carry  into  full  ellect  the  joint  resolution  by 
which  we  ha  I  abolished  the  spici"  circular.  I  de- 
sired, and  siill  desire,  to  take  olf  the  di-iqualifica- 
tions  whicli  noiv  i-xist  on  many  of  the  state  banks, 
.50  thai  the  people  of  the  dilferent  states  may  all 
enjov  the  same  pi  ivile<;es  and  the  same  facilities. 
This  was  my  object.  If  my  bill  proposed  n.ore 
t'lan  a  majority  ol  l!ie  senate  were  dispos  d  to 
ijrant.  it  waul  I  have  been  verv  easy  lo  amend  it, 
and  to  make  it  conform  to  the  jiids;inent  ef  that  ma 
joriiy.  It  pleased  the  senate,  however,  hy  a  majo- 
rity of  tvio  voles,  lo  overlay  my  bill,  by  adopting, 
as  a  snbstit  .le  for  it,  a  bill  having  entirely  did'er- 
ent  objects  in  view;  that  is,  the  bill  for  a  system  of 
■•special  deposiles,"'  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylv  ania.  My  bill  being  thus  put  aside 
by  tli.it  gentleman's  proposed  measure,  that  mea- 
sure itself  was  immediately  after  rejected  bv  a  ma- 
jority of  eight  votes.  So  here  was  the  end  of  the 
special  d-nosite  system. 

Sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  this  raorle  of  getting 
tiU  of  my  bill.  It  is  true  that  gentl-inen  might 
have  pissed  it  as  it  was,  if  ihey  had  liked  it,  or 
they  might  have  so  amended  it,  till  it  had  suited 
their  opinions,  and  tlien  passed  it;  but  if  they  chose 
to  p;it  it  aside  without  acting  directly  upon  it,  and  ^ 
to  use  the  bill  of  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania as  an  instrument  for  ellecting  th.it  purpose,  j 
they  had  the  power  so  to  do,  and  nothing  remains  ! 
for  me  but  acquiescence.  I 

The  lesponsibilily  is  theirs.  In  tr.itli,  sir,  it  is 
probable  enough  th.at  the  pride  of  authorship  was  a 
little  touched.  It  may  be  natural,  perliaps,  that 
some  jealousy  should  have  been  fell  towards  my 
bill  from  the  quarter  in  which  it  originated;  and 
althoug'i  I  think  this  rather  a  small  sort  of  jealousy, 
yet,  if  its  indulgence  has  given  gentlemen  any  gra- 
tificition,  t  do  not  grudge  it  to  them.  They  are  in 
a  con  litin.'i  not  lo  lose  any  relish  or  taste  of  power 
which  th^y  can  conveniently  jiossess.  They  can 
not  a  ford  to  be  over-generous.  But  for  mv  part, 
sir,  I  have  no  j  -alousy  of  that  kiml  to  gratify.  If 
the  gentleman's  bill,  which  he  now  proposes  to  in- 
tiod  ic.  shall  bs  ^uch  as  shall  givo  sub-itanliil  and 
just  r'lief.  a  1 1  fulfil  the  exo'Clations  of  thr  coun- 
try. I  s'l  ill  siipnort  it  as  cheerfullv.  certainly,  as  I 
s'loull  hive  sim'.rt'd  inv  own  hdl.  If  I  fin.l  it 
d-'fioient.  I  shall  end -avor  to  am'nl  it:  and  if.  in 
these  efforts  to  a.:iiead,  I  should  fail,  as  I  probably 


may,  I  shall,  at  least,  have  shown  what  measure  I 
tliiiik  oughl  to  be  adopted;  and  Ihe  dillereiice  be- 
tween nil'  and  others,  in  this  respect,  will  conslitiiti' 
one  item  in  that  account,  which  wi-  have  all  Inset 
tie  »ith  our  coiistitueiits.  Notw  itlislanding  this 
rejection  of  a  measure,  which  I  thought  essential 
to  the  public  convenience,  yet,  Mr.  Piesideid,  in 
looking  bick  upon  Ihe  past,  I  am  not  dissalisli  il 
with  what  we  haie  bi 

duty  has  been  lo  arnst  the  current  of  new  aii.l  .laii 
g.'rons  projects  alli'Cling  the  coinincrce.  business, 
anil  currency  of  the  country,  and  thai  iliily  we  have 
pertiirmed. 

When  congress  assembler!  last  September,  we 
were  ilia  decided  minority  in  holh  branches  of  the 
legislature.  II  was  a  new  congress,  and  a  new  ad 
ministration:  nnd  it  was  an  adminislration  which 
had  come  into  power  under  the  propitious  auspices 
ol  all  111.'  faeor  which  coiiM  Ur  b'Stowed  upon  it. 
in  advance,  hy  that  which  had  preceded  it. 

Und.  r  these  circumstance,  we  received  the 
communication  of  the  ever-memorable  message  of 
of  September — a  message  wliich  firoposed  Ihe  most 
iuiportani  cliaiiges  in  our  w  hide  linancial  ami  coin- 


enough  still  worse.  Our  constituents,  sir.  depend 
upon  It,  will  be  heartily  glad  lo  see  ns.  When  we 
disp.rse  and  turn  our  laees  towards  our  resp  -dive 
hollies,  the  ))eople  will  clap  their  hands  ami  s!  out 
aloud  for  joy. 

In  Ihe  mean  time,  sir,  if  the  gentleman's  hill  sliall 

be  such  as  I  think  il  ought  lo  be,   I   shall    coidi.illy 

support  it;  and,  indeed,  il   il  be    parliiil  ami    iiaiiow 

hie  to  accomplish.     Our    and  ciippled,    as   a    measure  of  relief,   1   sh.ill  yet 

vote  for  it.  if  I  can  get  nothing  better. 

Mr.  i:V/;.'.'i(  spoke  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Wehsler.  and 
in  support  of  the  bill  he  proposed  to  intin.luce,  !kc. 

Mr.  I rcfts^cr  said:  The  honorable  member,  sir, 
admits  that  I  am  right,  in  saiing  that  the  people 
have  become  afraid  of  congress.  But  he  says  this 
fear  commenced  when  liie  iiilliience  of  a  great 
money  power  began  to  be  fell  here.  Hen-,  sir,  is 
the  old  cry.  All  the  evils  of  the  country  are  as- 
cribeil  to  a  money  powi  r  inliuenciiig  congress. 
Pray,  sir,  let  ns  look  into  this  a  little.  Who  are 
tlu'v  that  this  pernicicms  money  power  has  so  much 
inlluenced?  Are  they  Ihe  gentleman  liimsell  and 
his  own  friends?  He  will  not  admit  thai.  They, 
a'  he  will  contend,  are  Ihe  opponents   of  this    per- 


mercial  administration,  and  important  changes,  too,  I  nicioiis  money  power.     And  yet,   sir,    he    and   his 
as  I  think,  in  onr  constitnlional  duties  and   rela- I  friends  are,  ami  lor  a  lo.ig  time    h.-ive    been,  in  the 


lions.  We  opposed  these  doctrines,  sir,  ami  all  the 
measures  Ibiiiided  on  them;  and  some  degree  of 
success  has  attended  our  ell'orts.  The  snb-treasii- 
ry  scheme,  in  all  fnniis,  has  been  defeated.  It  has 
been  defealed  wilhout  the  specie  clauses  in  it;  it 
has  been  defeated  with  the  specie  clauses  inil;and, 
finally,  we  have  defeated  it,  when  il  came  forth, 
for  Ihe  last  lime,  wrapped  nn  in  the  new  disguise 
of  asp'cial  d-posite  system.  Genll-men  on  the' 
0  her  side,  while  lliev  have  ackuowledged  them- 
selves defeated,  have  said,  nevertheless,  that  they 
have  fanght  manfully,  fearlessly. aud  p-rseveringly- 
That,  sir,  is  true.  They  have  sliO'ved  zeal  -ind 
ability  worthy  the  best  cause.  But  honor  to  vvi-oin 
honor  is  due.  It  is  nol  lo  elforts  ma'le  here  against 
the  proposed  measures  of  the  administraiion,  st 
much  as  it  is  lo  th»  decided  urinifesiation  and  vigor- 
ous action  of  public  sentiment  in  the  country  that 
tlie  fiilnre  of  these  measures  has  b"en  owing.  I'  is 
mainly  the  p"onle's  oivn  work.  The  argument  has 
been  at   Ihe  noils.     The    convincing   reasons  hn 


iiinjorily,  in  both  houses  of  congress.  And  as  the 
public  fear  has  been,  ami  only  could  be,  from  what 
the  inajorily  might  do,  how  does  he  make  il  out 
that  this  fear  w.is  but  an  appridiension  <d  the  disas- 
trous inlliience  of  a  money  power?  No,  sir.  Tlie 
honorable  member  is  right  as  to  the  time  in  which 
this  fear  arose,  but  he  is  wrong  as  lo  ils  cause. 
This  fear  and  apprehension  of  wdiat  the  government 
would  do,  ill  regard  to  the  great  inteii-sls  of  cur- 
rency and  coiiimerce,  h.-gan  Willi  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  their  lawful  custody. 
They  had  thi-ir  cause  and  origin  in  that  act;  and 
nearly  every  thing  Ihat  has  since  occurred  has  but 
served  lo  k- ep  them  alive.  And  fear  and  alarm 
broke  out  afresh,  and  leached  a  new  hiighf,  when 
the  people  saw  the  message  of  September,  and  Ihe 
ineasiiivs  which  were  proposed,  in  pursuance  of  its 
rerommend  ilions.  Sch.-mes.  riilliless  i  xperiinenis, 
and  ainndonineiit  of  all  the  well  tried  policy  of  the 
governmeiil — these  are  the  reasnii.s  which  have 
1.  and  most  justly  created,  deep  alarm  among 


been  fmind  in    Ihe    bal'ol-boxes      Tli 


iitleman  I  the  people;  and,  as  they  know  not  when  or    w  h-  re 


Ihe 


projects  are  to  slop,  it  w  ill  be  a  relief  to  tin 


cry. 


tells  us,  however,   t'at  Ihe  contest  is  yet  to  : 

Ihat  Ihe  great  battle  is  not  yet  fought.  Sir.  I  am  i  to  hear  that  we  have  adjourned.  As  lo  tii 
aware  of  this.  I  know  full  vv"ll  (hat  g-ntlemen  feel  I  "ow  renewed,  of  a  money  power  irdlueiicing  con- 
that  fh.-y  h  ive  staked  Ihe.iiselves  finally  upon  these  1  gr.'ss,  1  trust  the  day  has  gone  liy  lor  sijr<  a. ling  de- 
ineasiires;  that  there  is  no  retr-al;  and  that  all  lusion  bv  thai  means.  The  people,  I  think,  niider- 
which  men  can  do  will  b'r  donj  to  bring  the  p  -ople    stand  its  olijecf. 

to  approve  this  sub-lreasnrv  svsleiii.  I  wish  the!  Sir.  as  lo  the  matter  of  anthor3hi|i.  all  I  n.^ed 
conutrv  to  .inrl-rsiand  this  fiillv.  I  wish  it  to  b> '  s-\V  is,  Ihat  on  the  whole  subject  of  le.scinding  Ihe 
convinced  of  what  I  said  unon  th?  first  hearing  of  ]  treasniy  o.der,  the  majority  of  the  commiltee  dif- 
the  piesidei-.t's  message  in  September,  and  have  !  f-'red  from  the  majority  of  the  senate.  When  the  snb- 
said  often  since,  that  an  entirely  n"W  syst.-m  of !  ject  was  b.dore  us  as  an  amendment  to  tie  snh-'ie?.- 
politics,  so  far  as  conc.-'rns  commerce  an.l  ciirrencv,  i  sury  bill,  a  majority  of  the  committee  vol,  d  against 
was  proposed  lo  US  hy  that  m-ssage.  and  that  its  !  the  rrscinding  order.  Yet  the  section  pa.sseil.  Again, 
adoption  or  r.'ierlionwas  a  matter  whic'i  the  people  (  when  the  subject  came  "I' a-'  »  distinct  measure, 
themselves  would  be  cilled  on  to  consider  anrl  de-  I  the  same  majority  voted  against  it.  Yet  it  |i.i5sed, 
cide.     I  never  supposed  any  thin'ofless  authority,  land  |ia=sed    both    houses.     I   brought    forward  the 


than  the  popular  voice  itself  coul  I  settle  this  ques- 
tion between  us. 

But  we  have  done  something  more.  sir.  in  the  course 
of  the  sessi„ii,  than  to  t],-(.-at  the  snb-(rea«nry 
scheme  in  all  its  various  shapes.  We  have  abol- 
ished the  treasury  cirrnlar  of  July,    ISSB;    and   al- ;  importance.       It  i.s^of  no  moment  wl 


bill,  thtrufore,  as  necessary,  in  iny  oiinion,  to 
complete  an  object  which  bolh  lunises  were  in  fa- 
vor of,  but  which  a  inaiority  of  Ihe  commiltee  were 
not  in  favor  of.  If  I  had  wailed  for  them.  I  should 
h.ive  wailed  in  vain.  But,  sir,  all  this  is  of  little 
Ihe  inea- 


thongh  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  derive  all  |  sure  originates.  The  question  is,  what  is  the  iiiea- 
tbe  benefit  inteml»d  from  that  measure,  yet  the  cir-  sun?  I  hope  the  ho  orable  member  will  have 
cular  its-Mf— an  act  of  executive  power,  ami,  in  j  leave  to  bring  in  bis  bill.  I  hope  no  ni.unber  ol 
my  opinion,  a  vry  improp-r,  injurious,  and  danger- ;  the  senate  will  interpose  his  objection  to  its  hein- 
ous act  of  executive  power — lias  been  rescinded,  and 


a  prohibition  enacted  ag-dnst  all  such  acts  in  fnt 

And  filially,  sir,  we  have  done  one  other  good 
thing,  one  other  exc--llent  thing,  a  thing  for  wdiich 
Ihe  whole  rountrv  will  devoiilly  thank  congress. 
We  have  adopted'one  measure  which  all  the  p-ople, 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  GeorL'ia  to 
New  Orleans,    and    froin    New  Oileans  to  th 


ad  a  second  time  to-day.  I  hope  we  shall  iinnie- 
dialely  act  upon  il,  and  do  at  once  what  we  are  to 
do  oil  this  subject.  Since  we  all  agree  that  the 
decision  of  all  the  great  questions  which  have  divi- 
ded lis  must  now  be  hdt  to  the  people,  I  hopi'  we 
shall  p.ass  a  proper  measure  lo  complele  the  object 
of  the  joint  resolution;  and  bet,, re  we  have  occa- 
ion  to' act  again  upon  any   part  of  the  subj-ct.  the 


permost    regions  of  the    Mis.souri    and     the     Mis.    country  will  have  had  an  opporlunily  ol  manifest 
sissippi.  will    regard    as    a    measure    full  of  mercy  |  ing  ils  opinions,  and  «ignilying  lis  own  wis)— 

and  good  Iruits;  that  is  to  say.   we    have   agreed   to        '■ .u...  _ i   ,i,„  k.ii  ,..,„ „ 

adjourn.  We  have  agreed  to  try  no  more  experi- 
ments at  this  time,  to  bring  forward  no  new  pro- 
jects, lo  exhibit  no  in're  financial  contrivances  or 
inventions,  but  to  go  home  and  refer  lo  the  people 
final  decision  upon   what    has    been    propo 


Leave  was  then  granted,  the  bill  was  introduced, 
read  twice  by  consent,  and  brought  uiidi  r  conside- 
ra'ion,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  IIV4s(er.  alter  some  furlh.r  remarl:i=,  o.Tercd 
an  amendment,  adding  a  second  section,  repealing, 
for  Ihe  same  perrnd,  so  iniicb  more  of  the  depi 


and  wh,at  has  been   resisled.     This  is  exactly  what    act  of  IS.Ifi,    as   prohibits   those   banks  from  being 
w  should  do  '  selected    as    depositories    of     the    public     money. 

Sir.  the  people  have  h-rome  afraid    of  congress,  ^  which,  after  July  4.  IS3fi,   issued  notes  of  less  de- 
thev  have  been   under  .onslant  alarm  from  the  dis-i  nomination  than  five  dollars.  ,,■„_, 

tinsition  manifested  here  for  vlohnt  chnn-e  emi  '  Mr.  .S/rr/Tipc  si^oke  in  oppoMlion  to  the  bill  and 
rash  innovations.  It  is  as  true.  si-,  as  tliat  you  sit '  .vnendinent.  ami  urg.  d  that  He-  Iriends  of  the  ad- 
in  that  c'lair.  that  thousands  of  honest  m-n  have  ministralion  sh.onl.l  not  relr-al  on"  step  It.rther  be- 
not  Iven  ahle  to  sleep  ,,1  ni"hts.  from  the  fenr  that ,  fore  the  favorite  measures  of  Ihe  oppns>''oii. 
th"vshoul.|hear,  inthe  morning,  that  son  dhing  AOer  some  furller  r;  n.arks  Iron,  M  r.  U  nc-H 
had  h-n  ilonf  in  con-res,  ,^r  so.r.ethii.g  proposed,  and  Mr.  Wehsler,  Mt.  r-lln„„lge  ■i:^<\  Mr.  /Jim 
which  should   make    that  which    is    already   bad  I  spoke  at  length  lu  lavor  of  the  amciidu;cut. 
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tliJ  (l'^i).>situ-  acL  ol  laJli)  suige.-<tpd  an  uiteririon 
t.,  .iio^'dan  a„.e..d,..ent  lo  Mr.  VVebVer  s  an.en.l 
ill  'ill,  10  repeal  so  nmcli  ol  llial  .lepo,iU-  acl  a'*  le- 
q  iirtf-i  t■^■o  ..er  c^iit.  iiner.-t  IVo,.!  in-.'  brik-i  u;i  tils 
paDlic  ,r..ia-v  ivspci-livdy  i.i  tlieir  poss.^Siio.i. 

ivl,-  iV.i/lit,  Ili.Mi  in  >vea  to  a,ri.-na  In.!  amsncl 
m„l  l./»l.iiu,i,'  oul  M.-.  \V_-lHtei'=  pioposi  ion. 
a  III  ins'-j-tiii.c  a  rcptMl  ol'  Ih  ;  t.velve  fiiSl  s-clioin 
o:' tiiL' .l\'|i  i.<a.'  act,  iacli.lin:^  all  the  act  except 
vvnat  .Ji  -ivly  r/1  it  -S  to  tlu  stat,'  ili^posiUs. 

nh\  Clii,'>i  i\.:n\nis\i\i,  spoki.'  Willi  sp'at  earn- 
e.stud-i.s  I.I  0|ipo^<itiOM  lo  this  inoiion,  ai  ii  erf  ct  a 
repeal  ol  .ill  I'a.v  on  tlu'  sibjeci,  an  I  an  ab-a.iilo'i- 
in.'  it  ol'  tile  p^iblic  revenue  lo  '.he  iliicrelioa  olllie 
t.x-cniivi'. 

M;-.  NUei  sp.nks  at  leii,'th  in  fivor  of  a  repeal  ol 
t'l.-  .1  '0  .sil.-:  act,  a.i  i  neld  ,111  a.ousin.;  co,iveria;io;i 
Willi   .U.'.   Cliy  on   p  ;lilico  perion.il  tiipics.     M 


T.ie  bill  1.)  ill!  Ill  v  til'?  lajt  cl.iiise  ol'  the  fiC  h  ,  for  security,  and  10  be  extemleil  junta.'  far  as  the 
s.'cnon  of  the  il  p  isile  acl  ol'  liSS,  (so  as  to  sus- ,  executive  S"*''^''"'"*'"*  '"'■'y  clioose.  This  is  llie 
pen  I.  or  rather  lo  destroy,  wholly  tlip  I'orce  ol'  the  j  point,  then,  to  which  we  have  now  arrivid,  in  the 
prjiubitioii  on  th  ■  reception  of  liie  iiot.s  of  banks  pioce.'s  ol'  separ.iliii:;  the  conri-rns  ol'  the  i;ovi  rn- 
issiii;i^  notes  ol'less  than  five  dollars  till  the  first  ol''  merit  Iroin  the  concrns  of  Ihe  limiks,  and  keepiii!; 
Ojtoh-r  nex'.  wll-n  it  is  lo  revive  and  con'iiole  ^  t!ie  money  ol  llie  people  out  of  the  bands  ol'  corpo- 
iii  opera'ion,  Sic.)    and    t>    repeal,  (iii.i.ly,  the    re-    rations  and  in. lividuals. 


mainin.;  provisio:!S  ol'  the  first  1  .velv-.' secli  nis  of 
th.il  act,  inclnliii:^  all  that  r 'l.it'S  to  binks  and 
bank  notes,  was  r 'a  I  a  thirJ  tin  ;  an. I  the  ipi.-s- 
tioii  bein^-  aniiounced  by  th;  chair;  shall  tins  bill 
pass? 

Mr.   iVebsler  sai'l  there  is  no  tine  to  .lisciiss  tin 


to  P'l 


Mr.  Presloii  followed  and  spoke   at  lenjlh  in  op- 
posiiiuii  lo  the  bill,  as  a  l.-^nsl.itive  surrender  ol  all 
pow-r  over  the  public  money  Into  the  ban. Is  ol   llie 
e.\ecn!ive,  and  a  leii.il  confinnaiion  ol  thai  assump- 
tion of  p'nver  mide  by  presi.lent  Jacltson   i;i  lH:i4, 
and  wliic  1  he  then  de.  lared  was  made  lor  an  exlia- 
I'nrther— .it  least  I  do  nor  feel  call  'd  upon  j  ordinary  and  leinpoiary  purpose,  and  «l,icb  he  alier- 
I' the  discussion  further— but  I  w  II  ask  tlie  I  wards  urj:.'d   con.j;ress  loHilbdraw  from    lijin,  anil 
ice  of  the  senate  for  a  le-v  moments  while  j  lo  re;;iil3te  the  siibj.  ct  by  law. 
I  pxpl  lin  whit  the  stile  ot,lhin;s   will  b-.  acconl-         A  conver^aliou    by    Missrs.  Preston  ami  Struiige 
in_;  lo  my  un.lerstandii)^,  if  this  bill  shall  b.-conie  a    followed.  chi.-Hv  on  |.artv  poliiii-al  topics. 
I  law.  Mr.  .S/n!V/(,ol'lndMiia.  said. baillliistpii'Slion  hern 

i'j,i/.j/"i'siid"a  I'ciV  .v'jr.ls  1.1  favor  of  tiie  proposed  1  First,  then,  afler  the  first  dav  of  October  n;>xt,  under  consideration  at  an  earlier  ]:eiii'd  ol  II. e  si  s- 
J.  ",^  il  no  bink  bill,  i;reat  or  small,  can  be  r'ceive.i  at  the  i  sion,  he  would    h  ive  lell  jiislifi-d  in  detainins   llie 

'^M's'srs.  Sioier,  Orillenden,  Tdbm^lgc,  and  Rlues,  pis|  otfije,  or  t'le  fiu'l  office,  or  llie  custom  house,  !  senate  while  he  jjave  liis  views  upon  it.  He  was 
snok-  at  ill  icli  le'n  rib  and  vvitli  gr.;a!  earnestiifS.s  !  if  the  bank  which  issued  it  issues  bills  less  than  i  aware,  however,  that  at  this  period  ol  the  session 
a'-aiii-l  the  r  peal."  |  fi'"''  dollars.  |  he  could    render  his  slate    and    the  country  greater 

".il  ssri.  !K'i'»Ai,  R  '.'^i,  and  Tdtllmilge,  held  a  This  will  necessarily  excl.ide  the  paper  of  nearly  |  service  by  ri-mainin::  •^ilenf,  and  sai  inir  the  lime  be 
co'iv  rs  I'l  in  ol  so.n>  length,  principilly  oa  polili-  ,  ad  Ihe  banks  in  the  northern  an. I  eastern  states,  ami  1  mi^hl  occnpv  in  di«cussinn,  to  be  employ,  d  in  iise- 
cal  loiic-.  '  [seveial  others.    All  this  has  been  already  repeated-    ful  action,  than  by  any  tbiiii  he  could  say  on  II. i: 

'  A. t'-'r  soin  '  further   renarks  by  Messrs.  C/u'/,  of  j  ly  sho'.vn.  '' 

Kmi:u.:cv,  i'' I 'i'.  irei.-'ec  an  I  StM/isre,  the  q  les-  In  the  second  place,  no  hill  of  any  bank  can  be 
tion  IV  IS  ii'iit  0.1  ^L>lr,  VVri flit's  aaiend.nent,  and  it  received  at  the  post  effiee.  the  land  office,  or  Ihe 
wiscirn.-d  in  fie  aHi.'.native  by  the  followiii;;  j  custom-house,  which  bill  is  of  a  less  deimminatinn 
yji.j .  than  twenty  ilollars.     'I'.'iis  is  prescribed  by  the  last 

yg  ^s Messrs.  Allen,  Bent.m,  Brown,  Bucha-    treasury  circnl.tr.     Now,  sir,  what  is  the  plain  coii- 

r  111,  Cl.iy  ot  Al  1  lima,  C  liiib.-rt,  F.iltoM.H.i'jbard,  I  siq.ieace  of  this?  How  are  postajes,  or  small 
K;n'',    Linn,  Lu.npkin,    Lyon,  'M'liiton,  Nichol.is,  1  postage  accounts,  to  be  paid  in  twenty  dollar  bills? 


N.I-3  Nirvell,  I'le'rce,  R.iane,  Rjbinso.i,  Smith,  of 
Cinnocicnt,  Stra  i,'e,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams 
Wii::it.  Y-Minj— 26. 

NVYS  — 'il.-ssrs.  Biyard,  Clay,  of  K»nt.icky 
CliviOi,  Ciitteiiden,  Divis,  Knight,  .VlcXi -an 
M-irick,  P.entHs,  Presto  1,   Rives,  llobbi.is,    R' 


Ho.v  are  postin  asters  to  ]iav  bark  the  change'  If 
the  d-'puty  po-t  officers  in  the  country  obey  this 
circ'ilar,  it  svill  be  the  occasion  of  peroetiial  embar- 
rassment to  Ihe.nselves  an.l  to  the  public. 

I  have  9'iiiposed,  also,  that  this  would  be  fi.iin.l 
verv  inconvenient  in  the  operations  at  the  land  offices. 


of  t'le  new  states,  al'.vays  easy  to  obtain  hills  of  a 
denomination  of  (wenly  d.illars.  or  npwar.ls.  And 
I  have  supposid,  especially,  that  II. e  poor  people 
who  p.irchase  forlv-acre  tracts  would  be  put  t.i  con- 


ijl-'S,  Sivier,  S  iiilh,  of  In  liani,  Sa.ithard,  Speiice,  ,  If  I  have  b.'en   ii;;htly  informed,  it  is  not,  in 
S-vih,  I'all  nal,'e,  Webder,  Wiiite— :i.  '' "  '  '   '      ''     ^  '        "   "    "" 

S:i  the  bill  was  ino.lifi'.l  so  as  to  repeal  Ihe 
whole  of  Iha  d.'pjsite  act  of  HiS,  except  as  above 
stateil. 

1.1  this  form  Ihe  bill  was  or.l  Te.l  to  hi  en^j.-osseil  ,  si.l.nable  inconvenience.     In  the  bill,  which  I  int 
for  a  third  readi.iij;  without  a  division,  and 

The  senate  a.lj  lUriied.  1  dvin^  this  inconvenience,  and  allowin<;  smaller  bills, 

U'-l  2  The  V,c'  Preiid^at  h  ivin;  on  Saturday,  i  '''  "'.-^.V  ,^vere  Ihe  bills  .jf  specie. payin-  banks,  to  be 
Kiven  notice  to  the  senate  that  he  should  not  airain  1  received.  1  his  provision.  l'o;veyer,  was  re.p-cte,  , 
tak^  the  chair  dnrin;  the  preseid  session,  (a  re- ]  ^,JS''!h"  »•,  h  all  others  which  the  bill  con  ained. 
p.,rt  of  which  was  then  accidentally  o  iiilted.)  '.«■"',">"' ^P-'l^-^-.;'/-.  t^"  "('."f^  ^v  ol  mv  bill's  hav- 
the  s.iiat.,  at  the  usual  hour,  was  called  to  order  by  '"?  ''l'""  overlaid  by  that  ol  the  honorable  member 
the  secretary,  and  nolified  of  the  necessity  of ,  lr°u.  Pennsylvania,  or  ol  hisheiu,.  used  as  an  lu- 
choosnu-  a  pres.dent  pro  ten.  in  place  of  tiie  vice  1  'trumen  to, lisplace  mine  I  wish  to  say  tha  1  mean 
_    ,    "j     '  ^  '  no  CO, uplaint  at  all  against  the  manner  m  which  that 

'''■ri'i'e's'-i'nte  accor.lin;'ly  procecdel  to  ballot  for  a  I  ijeutleman  brou-ht  forward  his  ineasnre.  His  course 
pre_-i.l-iit/iro  le,„.,  wlie.i  it  appeared  that  37  voles  "'is  en'irely  lair,  as  he  i;it-.nde.|  to  support,  and  did 
in  i  been  c.isi;  of 'A-hich  iMr.  Kin-.;  received  30,  Mr 


subject  at  this  perio'l  of  Ihe  session.  It  was  action, 
an.l  not  speeches,  that  was  cilled  for.  The  session 
was  ill  Ihe  last  week,  and  much  important  business 
remained  to  be  tiansacled,  in  which  bis  state  and 
the  other  states  of  the  union  were  ilee|ily  interest- 
ed; and  however  much  it  would  have  L'ra'ified  his 
f'rlin;;s  to  have  shown  the  oilionsness  of  a  piopo.si- 
linn  lo  unite,  without  coidiol.  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  ol  the  cxccuiive,  be  would  loreco 
that  pleasure,  and  content  himself  with  askiii;;  that 
the  qu'-slion  on  Ihe  pa3sa<;e  of  the  bill  slicld  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  na\s.  as  he  desire.l  to  have  his 
name  recorded  aijainst  it  at  every  step.  I'he  j^eas 
an.l  r.avs  were  aecorilini;lv  nrder.'d. 

Mr.  Denton  ar^'neil  that' all  llie  banks  had  wholly 
and  forever  incapacitat.  d  themselves  from  beii.sj 
used  as  d''posiIories  ol  Ihe  public  iiion.'y  under  the 
deposite  act  of  133C>,  whether  that  act  should  be  re- 
pealed or  not. 

.Mr.  7'.///«ia'/?e  expresse.l    his   surprise   Ihat  Mr. 


duced  into  Ih"  senate,  a  section  was  containe.i  reine-  j  Benton,  who.  with    the  r-st  of  Ihe  majority  of  the 

committee  on  finance,  had  very  lately  reported  Ihat 
all  banks  which  bad  not  issui-d  notes  of  less  than 
five  dollars  vvouhl.  on  resumption,  he   qnalifi.d   to 


Willi"  S.  a. 1.1  4  ivere  scattei  in;;. 

Mr.  Kin;   wis  then  djclared  duly  elected  presi- 
dent/jr.We«i.  of  the  senate;  was  led  to  the  chair  by 


Mr-  K.ii^'it,  an.l  brielly  expresse.l  to  the  siuiate  his      ,.';'      ,         .,        ,  ,  ,,  ... 

....    ...  ,'^  ..,:-.,  I  1:..  ..'.,1  ...,,.i,  „r  ii.oTn  r,....,,...!  -,,,.1  i  Ol  the  deposit"  act  leaves  the  public  moneys  in  th 


thanks  lo'r  this  ad  lilionil  mark  of  their  respect  an.l  ,  .     ,     r  ..      .  .         .         ,-       j  .. 

confifMice  an.l  du-lar'd  his  intention  to  perlbr.ii  !  ^^i'":-^,  control  of  the  treasury  department  and  the 
the  d  iti'sof  th.-  appointment  to  the  b.st  of  hisab.l.  I  pr-s"  ■"».  m  tne  sane  manner  as  Mis  control  exist- 
ity  mle-p'Ci.lW  m  enleiv.ri,,'  to  prevent  iin-!"-' 'I'li-i'' h  in.ls  after  Hi-,  removal  ol  the  deposit.-s; 
pl'a'iil  nn-si.ial  collisio'is  '  ^  "'  '>'  l'J''e  coii:;ress  nrovi.led  any  rejnlalion  on  th- 

M,'.C'i7,,M   prcsente.i  a  petition  fro'n  citizens  I -"'^l'"^'-      B'/ tli-- act  of  17-i'),  so  much  relied  on.  the 


be  selected  by  Ihe  secretary  ol  Ihe  treasiitv  as  de- 
posilori»sof  the  public  money — that  Mr.  15.  should 
now  d.-clare  that  no  banks  whatever  would  he  so 
q'lalified.  Mr.  T.  said  he  could  not  comjirehend 
the  consistency  of  the  two  positions. 

Mr.  ralhotin  briefly  assiorn.  .1  bis  r.-nsoiis  wliy  be 
shonl.l  reluctantly  vote  ajainst  the  bill,  Ihe  rbi'ef  of 
which  was  understood  lo  b.'  the  surrender  of  power 
port,  the  syst.-m  wliich  he  proposed,  thro'iihont.  over  the  public  money  to  the  ili-cielion  of  the  ex- 
His  object,  certainly,  was  lo  piss  his  own  bill,  no'  ecntive. 
t.i  displace  mine;  yet.  mv  hill  being  displaced,  there  The  bill  was  then  pn>?e.l  bv  the  lollowiiisr  voir: 
was  a   naioriiv  aiiinst  bis.  YEAS— Messrs.  Allen    B.'nIon.  Bn.«n.   Buiba- 

Im  the  third  place,  sir,  it  isevi.lent  that  the  repeal  I  nan.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  C.itbb'-rt,  Fulton.  Grundy, 

Hubbard,  Kin£;,    Linn.    Lu'npkiii.   Lvon,  Monlon, 


olCiirlesioi.  praviii-securi'ty.by  law,aga.ustthe|":''^""';"is  toreceivf  „  ,,     . 

'         •  ^^  „.-•'.=  !  Uuiteil  States,  b'lt  Ihe  s  eretary   of  the  treasury   is 

to  s'lperinteu'l  th  ■  coll-'Clion  of  revenue;  ami  it'was 
I  the  well-kmwn  d  ic'rine  and  piaclice  of  the  last 
I  ail  iii  .isfritio  I  tliatall  thes.ioffifers,  in  lhedischar;p 
1  of  their  .luti"S,  are  nn.'er   the  i.nmediate    direction 


^ _  an.l  kee;i    the  moneys  of  the 

exjilosioii  of  stea  n-boil>rs.     Referred 

0.1  inoiion  of  Mr.  Hibb'ird.  and  Mr.  .S  ,-i'-//i  of 
C)iiii'.c;icut.  oirnitlees  were  disch.ir^je.l  fro, 11  the 
furiher  cnii?iilerali-in  ofcertaii-.  private  p.'tilions. 

Mr.  CTc/,  Mr.  ir.//i'/«i;  ail  M.-.  Pi'?,-ce,  reported  ,  . 

v-iri  r.u    private    bills    Iron  couiuiiltees  referred   lo  j  °^  ^^^  pt-«"lj"t,  and  aiv  but  bis  a-ents  ami  instru- 
,1  '  meiits.     So  that  the  public  moneys   are   now  to  be 

'   '  .  ,   .   ,     ,        ,    received,  kent,  and  disburs.Hl,  a;  the  president  may 

Mr.  IF-') !/■')•,  by  uniiirno'is  consent,  introduced  |  j^p  f,(  ,„  n„|„^^ 
a  bill  uiikii;  r.irth^r  provisio.a  for  'he  discharu;i  of,  j„  (iip,  |,,|  f,| 
deh-.itur.  b  lads  in  certain  cases.  s 'crelarv  of  111--   1 

M.-.  '.V. 


Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell.  Pierce.   Roane,  Robin 
S  iiith,  of  Connecticut.  Strange;  Trotter,  Wall, 'Wil- 
liams, Wriilil,  Yonnff— 27.  " 

NAYS— Messrs.  Messrs.  Bayard.  Calhoun.  Clav, 
of  Kenljcky.  Clnyton,  Crilteufien,  Davis,  Kniilit, 
.McKean,  Meirick.  Premiss.  Pn-slon,  Rives.  Rob- 
bins.  Riiojjles.  Siiiiih.  of  In. liana.  Southard.  Spence, 
Suil't,  Tallina.lse,  Tipton,  Webster,  Whit.-— 22. 

Th"  bill  to  provide  lor  the  payment  of  certain 
aijpnts  and  attorneys  under  the  late  treaties  of  in- 
demuily  uith  I'orei:;.!  nations. 

And  the  bill  lo  remove  the  pension  a;;encv  in 
Alaba.na  from  D-^catnr  to  Hiintsville,  were  also 
severally  read  a  third  time,  ami  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Norvell.  Ihe  vote  of  Ihe  senate 
.  it  is  q. lite  obvious  that  th"  '  rejecting' the  bill  to  purch.ise  llie  li/ht  to  use  the 
irv.    iin.lu-   direction    of  th"  !  medical  steam  anparalns  of  Dr    Boyd  Reilv  was  re- 


1'/  exnUin  M  the  ohject  ol  Hie  bill  to  ,  pre.'i.l  -nt,  m  ly,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  use  any  stale  \  consi.lered,  and  the  bill  was  h.id  on  the  labl.  . 

hMo.illovst-.i.^n   vess"h,lrou    Lurope,  bi-i..'j;in,- ;  h,„|c,  ho    ch.voses,  wh.'ther  they   be  snecie  .pavin-        The  senate  Mil  to  increase  the  arii.v  of  Ihe  United 

a  siippiv  ol  CO,   lor  their  return  voya-e  to  withdrawal  b.^i.-s  or  not;  whether  Ihi-y  issu»  small  not-sor  not, !  Slates  was  received  from    lh»    house'  with    various 

iiit  coil  fee  ol    d.ily.     «'••  W    uixe.l    in   lavor  of  „,  ,y|,„„,,er  mav  h^    tlieir  chaiacter   or    condition.  I  am'-'ndm^nts.  an.l  taken  no  bv  the  senate. 

f  1"  bill,  tliat  a  s.i  ncient  trial  had  not  yet  b-en  ma-l,-  |  ,1 .  ^ill  not  be  oW/jeri  to  use  banks;  but  he  /«,..,  use  !       Mr.  lie.lon  moved  lo  dis-,.rn>e  to  Ihe  amendm"nt.s. 

ol  -Vi'  'fca't  coal,  for  Ih^  imrpose  1,1  qi'-stiou,  an'l    ,1,^,,,  and  my  s-f.ct    them,  at    his    pleasure.  '   We  '  (which  bad  not  b.pn  reaiDn'n.l  a=l,T,l  the  I  rose  (0,  a 

t  laf,  at  al    eve,,  stie  ■general   purpose  ol  luiposinj    ^ep  al  all  li.uilatio'is,  we  disn-ns..   with    all  s.>curi      co.nmi'lee  of  conf-rerre.     Mr.  irAi/c  and  Mr.  flm,, 

1     ^l^s'V",M,-  "  ■'  "'"'""■  i  ''  "■  ""■'  '°^"°  ""*  "■'"■''■  ""'•'•'■   '"  """  'lepartiiient    of  Kentuekv.  ohi-cted,  that  it    was  not  yet  known 

ed  in  Ihiscoiinti,.  j  and  to  the  presid 'nt.     I  believe,  sir,   that  the   ro|.    what    the    am-nl.nenis   were-  that    som»    of  tbe.n 

Mr.  .V(/es  mil  Mr.  B'/c/inr-'iohpcted  to  the  hill    |pot„i-sno'v,leposiie   the  public    mon->vs   in  b.inks.  '  nii.'ht  be  joo.l,  if  others   wep.    n,.t    =0   an.l  Ihat    in 

as    i.ilerleriirj;    with    the  sale    ol    Auu-ican    coil,  ;  an  I  have  m  donhl  they  will  continue  to  .lo  so.     If   anv  case,    it    was    nuo.irlinment.Trv    to   dis.i.'rep  to 

111    a<    oirnin,'  up    to.)   lite  111  th=  S"s*ioa  ou    a  ;  th^y  sh.ill  h  ■  call-'il  on  to  my  moii.-y 'o  Ihe  treasurer,  j  amen. Iinents  vvif. out  knowiii."vhat  Ihey  were      On 

l'|.s:i,n  .vhich  w.is  sniv,.,s..d  to  b- alrea.ly  settf., I.  ,  (h<.  treasurer  will  keen  that'money  also  in  the  hoiks. !  motion  of  M,-.  H,ihh^,rd    the'' bill    and    the  ameml. 

Ol  .u'dioii  ol    .Mr.  VV"')s.'cr.  (ou  the  su  ,';estiou  ;  or  so  ,ie    of  them.      Wh.it  else  r.v\    he  do    with  it?  I  menis  were  refiTr-d    and  or.lered  to  be  printed 


of  M,-.   Wn;'it     .vho  ex  ires.-d  s.Mie  ,1  ,.,bf  on    Ihe  '  W  ille  W'  thus  repoal  alllesil  conn-xiou'  with  the  j  ■"on'molim;  of 'iVli-'"  r^.vi'iiran'l  a;"lhe'req.,»sf  of 
ih).ct.)  th!  hill  was  l.ii.l  on  the   t.ible  till  to  uior-  ;  binks.  sua.'d  .l  asthat  r  roi^xion  has  h -en,  by  mnuv    the  dele.rate  from    Flori-la.   Ihe  hill    nnikinj   an  .in- 

u  isi'i  IS  for  llie  sec'iritv  of  the  public  luouey,  we  |  pr.vprin'io.i  for  a  co.nn'li'ion  of  tlie  laws  of  Flori.la 
likely  loseeac'iii-vxion  reu'nve.l.  wilh.i.itl'.ral  ,  w.is  tak.'n    up.    (ayes    IS.  noes    not    counted,)  and 
j-elerred.  ;  sanction  or  authority,  with  no  provisions,  whatever,  I  ordered  to  he  enijrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


d  bills  fro.n  the  house  were  roail  twice  an  I 
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Oa  .ii.[.,:,  ul  .>li.  -V.-Cf.V,  Ihe  bill  u.lklli,'  ,1|). 
pr,)|. 11,1,1. ),,s  101  li^^ii  li.jMS.-s,  li 'aeons,  liuoys,  co  ist 
stiiv,-ys.  &c.  lor  I63i,  vv.is  tjken  up,  (yeas  2J, 
njy  s  H.) 

A  vacijty  ol"  iinfiiiljieuii  were  oli',;recl  by  Mr. 
Diei<,  iVo.n  l:i.>  cu  i  .lillee  on  co  iimerci-,  ami 
a^rc-eil  Co;  and  tlii  bill,  .h  ainrrulcj,  w.is  onl-red  to 
be  iii^io-seil  lor  a  tl.iril  OMilin:^. 

Ol  .iiilDn  of  .Mr.  H'i(/,  Ihe  bill  to  estahli..ih  a 
new  i.il.ciil  ilij  rict  in  FKiri'la  ivas  taken  ii|i,  bri,'l'- 
\y  cxoliinLMl  an  I  a  ivoeatcil  by  Mr.  W.,  op|io;,'.l  by 
Mr.  Seoier,  an^l,  o  .  inolion  of  Mr.  S.,  iiKlcllinilely 
postpoiiLMl:    Yeas  19,  nays  16. 

O.i  iiioi;on  of  .\lr.  LyO'i.  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  t.)  c-r.u!e  111-  oIRi;  •  of  surveyor  general  of  the 
piililic  laiiils  lor  iMiciiiiji.n. 

file  ameniliii  '111  loniK'rly  olfereil  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Al.ibiiiia,  was  .i^r.cil  l,j,  r,-^  linii^  the  st-cri-tary  of 
the  treasury  to  cj.npl.Me  111.;  surveys  in  the  r-spei:- 
tive  li;id  ilntricls  with  all  rea^ioinble  de.spaleh,  and 
ttie  5'iri'eyeri  :;eniTal  then  to  d  liver  over  the  field 
n  )te3,  mn^,  recor.lt,  &c.  in  tlieir  re.^pcclive  ollices, 
to  t;ie  secretaries  of  the  re.«|)ective  stale,"  where  the 
liii.l  is  situate  I,  a  111  r.-ii  iirin,;  that  llie  respeciive 
la, id  oriices  snonl  t  iher.Mfier  b  •  dcscinlinned. 

Mr.  T-j/lun  Mioveil  to  a  nen  1  the  bill  by  strikini; 
on!  all  sx,.vpt  .Mr.  Cliv's  a  n -n  Lne.it,  an  1  insert- 
in,' a  sinipl."  [irovision  for  r'.'.no\in^  the  surveyor 
gn -ril's  oilije  at  Ciueimuti,  to  St,  Joseph's,  in 
J»Iicni4;aii. 

r.iis  a  n?;i  I  ii^nt  wa^  a.lvoc  it.^d  by  M'ssr.».  Tip- 
tot  an.l  SiiiUt,  o(  Inlimi.  and  0;>i)>>ed  by  Messrs. 
C:  1 1,  of  .\.l.i  1.1  n  I,  .Vj.-ue.V,  an  I  Ljon,  and  adopted 
by  thi  tolltiwin,;  vote: 

Y.:\-i- .I'^ivi.  IJivirl,  Cl.w,  of  Kv.,  C;avton 
Crittenleii,  Djvi*.  K  i:<'it,  Li.iinkin,  iVl 'rhck. 
Na-^  l^r-itiss,  R'V--,  ({mm-,  Ki:,'I._-s,  S-vier, 
S  nil,  01  liliini,  Sira.i;-,  Sivift,  I'l.ilo.i,  Wnite, 
Williin-— :i. 

NVVS-  Ie«ri.  Vll'fi.  B-.aton.  B  o-.v.n,  Clav,  | 
of  All,  i-'iii.>u,  Hi!)0i,-,1,  Kin,',  L'.oi,  .Mmion,' 
Nic'i  .In.  .Virvell.  Pierce,  Rj  jinso.i.'Wall,  U'n 'hi, 
Yoia<-li>. 

1.1  t'lis  form  the  bill  was  or.L-red  to  b?  engrossed 

for  a  tilir  I  r-a  lia^.  j 

Til.^  bill  to  provi  l-i  for  the  defence  of  llie  western  ; 

frontier,  (a.n.--iided  by  strikinij  out  the  second  sec-  j 

tioi.) 

And  Ih  '  b'll  lo  conlinn-.'  in  force  the  act  provi.l- 
in^  in  Imi  lily  Inr  tne  lo-s  of  ho.ses  aid  other  pro-  \ 
p"rly  in  the  military  service  ol  the  L'niti'd  States,  ! 
w.Te  at^o  s  verally  considered  and  ordered  to  be  ! 
engrossed  for  a  tiiird  reading. 

Tne  senate  tlien  adj.)  i.n.'d.  1 

Jji.j  ■!.  M-.  CI  I/,  of  K;  itucky,  pr-sented  a  pe- 1 
titi  1 1  tVo  n  Diii,;l  Lir^-,  statim  tnat  he  hid  nude 
a  d.-.j  )v;ry  by  w  luh  ejc  d.isioa)  in  steambo.its  ! 
iiii;itb?  p".!,'e.it  ■  I,  a  1 1  iskin  ;  c  ju^ress  to  p  iss  a  ] 
1 1  V  ;>y  .v'lic  1  '.us  inve  iti.i  i  ni^  it  b,;"  tested,  a  nl  lo  j 
in  n  '  hi  a  p.->,),'r  c.)  a  i  vi;  iti  1 1  if  lii.i  invention; 
s  1  1  il  1  sJCw-ee.!.  Rjlerred  to  th.-  con  iiittee  on  pa- ! 
tents. 

M.-.  Preslon  pr^'sented  the  petition  of  the  marine  | 

co.-fis,  pravin.;  a  1  litional  co  npe  :sallon.     R-f-rred. ! 

M-ssrs.'   «)(.'ie,    lfi//M/n  and    IVtll,   reported; 

varioH  jirivate  bilU  fro.n   ca..i  .littees  referred  to, 

Iheni. 

M.:  TiUinii^?,  fro  n  Ih;  co.-nnittee  on  naval 
arms,  nil  I !  a  sp  cial  rejiort  on  the  inenional  ol 
K  -nry  H  ill  S  1  u'W.io  I,  in  r  d..tioa  to  his  discoveiies  j 
ill  unxn.'lis.n,  and  thj  application  of  those  discove- 
ri.'S  to  the  d  't  -r  .niiution  of  latitude  an.i  lonj;itnde. 
Mr.  r.  moved  that  the  r-'pirt  b.-  l.iid  on  the  table  ; 
a. id  piloted.  Jle.  Preilua  said  the  discoveri.'s  w,jre  ; 
of  so  ^ivat  importance  to  science  ,ind  navi^jition, ! 
that  lie  wo'il.l  h  •  very  ;;lid  of  al.ir.je  niiiober  of  ex- 
tra copies.  II.!  inove.l,  therefore,  the  printin;j  of 
5,(t:);)  extra  copies.  Mr.  Hibbard  d-'nianrled  the} 
yeas  and  n  lys  on  this  iuo:ion,  but  snbi'-iinenlly  i 
withdrew  the  call.  Mr.  P/'e.i.'oa  sai. I,  if  th  ■  disco- 
very wa^  such  as  il  had  been  repreienled,  it  was  a! 
vast  discovery;  it  was  no  less  than  the  rediscov.-ry  [ 
of  t!i;  iniiinjr's  co  npis;;  and  he  would  be  happy 
(if  the  opp.i.tn.nity  of  .li.f  isi.i^  it  widely,  especiilly 
in  his  o'.vn  pirtof  t'le  coiniry.  Mr.  UV6s/e/- hop.'d 
a  consiterabl.!  nil  nb  r  wool  I  be  printed,  ami  tli.it  I 
it  would  b  ;  wid  ly  diu'is  -tl.  It  was  eitlier  of  very  j 
gmt  puh.ic  inipoitauc  ■,  or  of  no  i.nportance  at  ali.  i 
P.-rhaps  c  i  i..;r'-s  !ia  I  lillle  more  po.ver  respeclin,'; 
it  th  in  to  make  it  j)  ihl  ■■;  but,  in  ^loin^  this  exlen-  , 
sivelv,  it  wo. lid  jjive  a  i  opportunity  f.ir  sci.nlific  [ 
men  to  exa:nine  it,  and  to  determine  fully  oiilsj 
iii.M-it.  H"  nopel  tl -■  iiu  nber  proposed  would  b.'l 
printed.  Mr.  tjuc-'ia  i:i!t  asked  whether  Ihe  princi-  I 
pie  on  .vliic  1  the  dijcove.y  A'a«  founded  would  be 
developel  in  the  report.  Mr,  T-iUmjdge  replied  in  ! 
th- alfir  native.  j 

Mr.  Bichwan  said  he  would  thn  vole  for  t!ie 
printin; of  tn,- proposed  nninber.  If  it  was  ^Miuin.', 
it  was  uii  lo  ibt--dly  the  .greatest  discovery  of  inoriern 
tiaies;  aail,  if  it  w   re  not,  and  if  the  principle  were 


d  I. doped  in  111.-  leporl.  iti.i mn,  il  iiid.  ly  woul  I 
enable  the  scientific  world  todi.-e';v>r  its  «ant  of 
fuuiidalion. 
I  After  a  few  explanatorv  remaiks  bv  Mr.  TM 
mi<4,'«aiid  Mr.  Soiilh'ird,  the  r.  pint  wa-  l.iid  on  ihe 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  prinled,  wiih  ,'),ilOi)  e.vira 
copies. 

l.)n  motion  of  ,Mr.  3[,'rrirK\  tin-  cnmniittee  for  the 
District  of  Coliiiibia  were  discharged  lioni  the 
Inither  oonsiiler.ition  of  the  memorial  ol  the  citizens 
ol  t;.'or,'etowii,  asking'  llie.r  recession  fro.n  the 
United  Stales  to  Maryland. 

The  senate  took  up  Ihe  resolution  offered  some 
time  a^o,  by  .Mr.  Southard,  calling;  on  the  seer  tary 
of  the  navy  for  iiifonnalion  in  d.  tail  in  regard  'o  th- 
vessels, officers,  scientific  coips.  and  past  expenses 
of  Ihe  eX|)lorin.;  exnedition.  Mr.  Suiilliard  ex- 
plained at  considerable  leii',;th  the  vaiious  obiects 
einhr.iced  by  this  res.dulion.  Mr.  Wiii^hl  re|diMd, 
and  moved 'to  lav  the  resolution  on  th"  table.  Mr. 
Soiith.ird.  I  hope  the  senalor  will  withdraw  his 
motion  lor  a  moment. 

Mr.  II'/-/i.A/.     A'(P. 

Mr.  So'.(i/i(ird.  Will  not  the  ijeiitleinan  allow  me 
to  reply  to  Ins  reimrks  in  regard  to  lieut.  Hudson, 
after  the  remarks  he  has  made; 

Mr.    H'riglil.     \o. 

Tlie  r,-solntion  was  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes  22, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  aniendaient  of  the 
house  lo  the  bill  ^ranlinica  tract  of  land  lo  Chero- 
kee county,  ,\lab  una,  for  a  seat  of  justice. 

The  amend. neni  of  the  house  to'the  bill  to  con- 
firm  certain  entries  of  lands  by  re:;istprs  and  re- 
ceivers, under  Ihe  erroneous  belief  that  they  had 
be'ii  proclaimed  for  sale,  and  the  bill  itself,"were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

O.i  meti.ui  of  .Mr.  IVollei;  the  senate  took  np  the 
bill  (inlro.lueed  by  Mr.  Walker)  to  authorise  th.' 
st.ite  ol  Misjis.iippi  to  invest  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  :;rantecl  to  that  slate  lor  the  consli  iiclion  of 
roali  in  public  l.iiiils  (at  fifty  cents  per  acre)  that 
ha  I  h  en  o.I-re.l  for  sale.  .Mr.  U'eb'.ler  moved  lo 
strikeout  ■■fiity  cents,"  and  inseil  '-the  mini  niim 
price,"  but  subsequently  modified  it  to  a  motion  lo 
sirike  out  the  mod.'  of  invest. nent. 

Tne  bill,  in  its  existiii:;  form,  was  e.vplaitied  and 
a  Ivoc.ileu  at  mucti  length  by  Air.  T/'j/^tu- and  Mr. 
Cc/,  of  Alabama,  and  "pp.ised  by  Mr.  U'ebsler, 
Mr.  U,i,"'d,  and  iMr.   llVii/e. 

Mr.  CVu/,  of  Ahbi  ui.  mived  to  strike  nut  the 
wh.de  bill,  aiel  ins  rt  a  subs'ilnte,  anthorism  j  Hip 
st.ite  of.Vlississip,,i  lo  use  the  two  percent,  fund  in 
file  conslructio.i  of  roads,  railioads,  and  canals, 
within  her  boundaii.'S. 

This  a.uendment  was  a.'reed  f.T.  and  the  bill,  in 
this  form,  was  ord.Ted  lo  be  enj;ro3.^eil  lor  a  tliir.l 
rea.lin;;. 

Mr.  Smilh,  o[  lu.i'am,  moveil  to  reconsid -r  the 
vote  rejectiu'.:  the  bill  for  the  est  ibli~h;nent  of  an 
addilionil  judicial  district  in  Floiida  and  tlr'  mo- 
tion was  temporarilv  laid  on  Ihe  table. 

The  bill  lor  th"  b-iefif  of  the  M,..unl  Carm-1  and 
New  .\lbaiiy  railroad  company  was  reail  a  tiiiid 
tiin=  and   passed. 

The  bill  to  authorise  a  subscription  for  stock,  on 
the  [>irt  ol  the  United  States,  in  the  Je.l'usonville 
and  -V-rw  .Mbany  railroad  company,  was  con-idered; 
a  id,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IVrig.'it,  finally  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jfrrriclc,  the  senate  took  np 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  and  James  Crooks, 
to  make  indemnity  for  the  property  of  a  foreigner 
nnluvlnlly  seiz'd  b/  an  oifie  n-  ol  this  govern  nent. 

This  bill  wis  adeocated  at  1 -n^'th  by  Ale^.s.-s. 
Merric,'.;  Cliiylrm,  Linn,  and  ii  jyjr,/,  oppos-d  bv 
Messrs.  Hubh'ird.  While,  and  ;Vi:,V.i.  and  rej  'cled 
on  the  q  leslion  of  its  en^jrossmeut  by  the  follow- 
in:;  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bivard,  Clav,  of  Kcntnckv, 
CI  iv'on,  Crittenilen.  Kni.;lil,  Linn,  Merrick.  Nicho- 
las.'Norvell  Uives,  S  nith,  ol  Indiana,  Tall  nad.'e. 
Youn;— 13 

\,VYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Fulton,  llubbird,  Kim;,  Lump. 
Kill,  McKean,  Monton,  Nilrs.  Pierc-,  Koane,  Ro- 
binson, Stran,'!-,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Williams. 
Wri-ht— 21. 

Th"  bill  direclin:;  111'  iuvestmi-nt  ol  c-'rtaii. 
runts  beloiiiini  to  Indian  tribes  in  slate  stocks. 
See.,  was  taken  up  ex-.Tiin-d.  and  advocit-d  bv 
•Mr.  While,  onpos-d  bv  Mr.  Wriuhl;  and.  on  mo- 
tion of  .Mr.   l^,■<a■/l^  temporarily  laid   on  Ihe  table. 

The  bill  for  th"  r  lief  of  Willia.n  Jones  wa.s 
ain"nded  and  order  d  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Willia:n  Fuller  was  re- 
j-ct,'d.  I 

Tlie  senate  then  adjoiirncil.  ] 

Ja'i/  I.  After  tlie  tr.ins.icti  in  of  smi-  business, 
which  will  hi  noticed  in  our  next,    the   senate,  on! 


mol'un  ol  Mr  tl'ri^hl,  piocudMl  u>  ci.i  ,i.  .  i  li.e 
am,  iid.nenl  ol  the  liuiise  lo  the  bill  to  ii.o,l,lv  il,e 
lasl  I  lanse  of  the  olli  s.-clion  ol  the  deposiie  aci  of 
the  2:id<d' June,  isjti;  alter  debate,  the  yeas  and 
iiajs  were  taken  and  Ihe  amendment  a.-re.  d  to- 
Ayes  2!l,  nois  17. 
I  Some  ti.ne  was  sp.'nl  on  private  bdls,  and  some 
I  other  business  (d' minor  importance;  alter  which 
Mr  liuchttiiiin,  iroui  the  commillee  on  foreiun  af- 
fairs, presented  a  report  on  the  norlheasl,-rii  boun- 
dary, coiiclndim,'  with  risolnlions  recommendini; 
that  the  "bill  to  provide  for  survey  in:;  the  norlir- 
easlerii  boundary  line  oftbe  United  Slates,  accord- 
initii  th..  treaty  of  seventcn  hun.li.d  an. I  ei-lily- 
llir.e,  h'  laid  on  Ihe  table."  Tbe  r.  solutions  were 
a.lople.l  iiem.  con.,  ami  twrnly  thousand  ad. litional 
copi,  s  ol  the  report  orilend' to  be  iirinted.  The 
seiiatH  ilu'ii  adjournid. 

Juli  Ty.  Some  li.iie  was  spent  in  consideiins  Ihe 
amenilinenls  ol  the  hoiiSL'  to  the  bill  lo  ).roi  ide 
for  Ihe  belter  seciiiity  of  the  live.s  andpmpeily 
ol  persons  on  hoard  ol  ves.s,.|s  propell.d  wnollv, 
or  111  part,  l)y  steam.  Alter  a  brief  discussion, 
iMr.  Wehxicr  moved  lo  stiike  out  the  last  aiMiid- 
in -nl  of  tin-  house,  proposing  1„  infiirl  a  line  of 
five  111  usand  dollars  on  ow  m-rs  lor  any  less  of 
III'.'  or  lives  by  lb.-  ex|lo.^i,.n  of  a  boil,  r,  tiid  inscit 
a  piovision  makin:;  an  explo-ion,  or  other  riisasti  r, 
lull  iiriinii  fniic  evidence  of  n.  i;li;;eiice,  si.llicii  lit 
for  conviction,  in  all  pros.riitii.i.s  at  law,  i  nh  ss 
diS|irove.|;  which  was  agreed  to.  The  olberamend- 
Mi'iils  r.t  lie  h.'i  se  W.T.-  also  af:reed  1.  ;  and,  as  tlii.s 
ainemled,  th"  bill  was  ?,  nt  back  to  th.'  bouse. 

S.  veral  priiate  hills  wvre  read  a  third  I'liie  nnii 
pissrd.  (Which  will  b.'  noticed  in  our  next;;  whin, 
the  senate,  alter  an  execuliie  session,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  FF.PIlKSENTATIVKS. 

Fiidivi.  Jni.e  ii).  Mr.  ./0//..S0H.  ol  Va.,  (blaimd 
leav.>  lo  inliodiice  the  follow  iiu;  resolulieii: 

llrsoh-ed.  Thai  the  commiltie  01.  the  jiidie:;.ry 
be  ihsliiicled  lo  inquire  into  Ihe  txp.iliei.'cv  ol  le- 
poili'i;;  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  all  laws  which 
will  expire  at  the  close  of  li.e  present  session  until 
the  close  of  the  first  session  of  next  coii;;Tess,  and 
that  the  committee  give  the  title  of  .said  laws 
which  will  so  expire. 

Mr.  /inVis  hoped  that  Ihe  particular  laws  thus 
lo  br  comi d  in  force   »oiild  be  named. 

Mr.  A'.  r;,n7«,u/  suu"."siHd  Hal  the  resolution 
be  so  mo.lifi.'d  as  lo  refer  Hi.'  inqnirv  l.i  tin'  cniii- 
inilti-eof  r.  vis:,l  and  iii.fini.shid  liiis'inr  s,.,  insi,  i.d 
of  to  thej.l.liciary. 

Thus  anien.l.  il,  the  resolve  was  a^retd  to. 

Mr.  .V.,;l„r  h.id  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  fioin 
tliM  couKiiiitee  on  inrinnlactures,  imposinij  a  duly 
on  st.irch.     Rnad  twice,  and  refi-rred. 

Mr.  «oeM;.,,  asked  an.l  had  leaie  (Mr.  .Adams 
yii  hliii^' Ihe  ll.ior)  to  mo'.e  that  crlai.,  IhIN.  re- 
(juirin,'  .nere  lormal  action,  be  taken  up  and  act.  d 
on,  viz: 

1.  Senile  bill  extendiii:;  the  cl. liter  of  Hie  hnnk 
of  AI"X  m.lri.i.  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  R  ad 
third  time  and  pass,.,!. 

2.  Hnise  bill  (IS  amend. d  in  cominiltee)  lor  the 
rrh.'fof  Ihe  wi.low  and  heirs  of  the  lat-  Lewis 
Gnnt  Davidson,  deceased.  Read  Ihifl  tiiii.'  and 
pissed. 

:?.  House  bill  (as  atnen.l  .1)  for  the  er  clion  of  a 
court  house   in    .•MeXJii.lri.i.     Read    third  time  ai.d 


pas 


4.  House  bill  (as  auiend'-d)  inal,ini  appropiia- 
uons  for  th"  snr>port  of  the  penitentiary  in  the 
District  .d'  Columbia.     R.ad  third  time  an.'l  pass.  d. 

5  House  bill  (as  amended)  providing  fertile 
ereciioii  of  a  Ire-  bridge  across  the  E  isli  rii  Biancll 
at  Washin-iton.     Rea.l  tl.ir.l  time  and  passrd. 

Some  other  Di^riet  bills  were  propo-- -d.  but, 
Slivin:;  rise  to  discussion,  w.  re  postponed  lor  the 
present. 

Mr.  Worlhinrlon.  from  the  c.immt't.'e  on  com- 
mere '.  re|inrt.  d  a  bill  .■st.ibli>hiii:;  ci-it.iin  roll,  r- 
lion  distiiets.  and  cr.'aliii:;  porls  of  entrv  lie  r.  in. 

.Mr.  Roberlson  asked  that  the  hous"  woiilil  at  this 
lime  take  up  and  consi.ler  a  resolution  ollrrtd 
bv  bini  on  a  former  dav  concernin:;  the  public 
lands. 

Objected  lo  by  Mr.  Jdnms  ami  withdrawn. 

Mr.  .'lil'iim  proceeded  with  his  remarks  upon 
this  topic,  and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  iiiorn- 
in:;  hour. 

Mr.  ,<;Ai>/(/s  moveil  to  s,i,p,.nil  (be  rules,  so  as  to 
ena'ile  him  to  move  lo  assign,  for  lo-inoriow  at 
half  past  4  o'clock,  as  Ihe  special  otdir,  the  bill 
irantin;  power  to  Tennessee  to  issue  palenis  to 
nusetlled  lands  in  certain  cases.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed an.l  tbe  a*si:;nment  was  made. 

.Mr.  Ciimhicleng  said  a  few  wor.ls  in  (aver  ol  ap- 
propriiliii:;  this  (jirivate  business)  rlav  to  Ihe  con- 
si. I.'iation  of  tbe  ar.ny  bill,  reported  from  the  com- 
mitlee  of  the  whole. 
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Ml-.  Wlaltlcscii  hoptii  tliot,  iuiiiiediati  ly  aller  the  | 
(li^po.-al  ol  till-  aruiy  bill,  Ihe  house  uoiihl  take  up 
aii'l  coMSitlc-i  all  pmale  (seuate)  bills  iiou  on  Uie 
sp'-akei's  lahle. 

Mr.  Se.geuiii  i\i\ieA  leave  to  ofFer  the  foliovviii;j 
re^-oliiiiuM.'uhicli  was  ailoiiicd  uiiaiiiiuoiisl^ :  [ 

lieioLocd,  Tiiat  the  secrrlary  ot  the  Ueaiiiry  \ 
lie  ivqiiesieJ  to  collect,  and  report  to  coiiuress  on  ! 
the  lir.-l  il.iy  ot  the  next  session,  all  the  inloriiia-  I 
tiuii  llial  Oil  be  oblajn^tl  as  lo  the  nse  ol  sleani 
en-iiiPs  in  Ihe  Unileil  States,  anil  llie  accidents 
anil  ilif  l.pss  ol  hlu  or  property  which  liave  attend- 
ed inni  usj,  and  especially    that  he   asceitain  and  ; 

1.  The   whole    number  of  steam   engines   in  the 
IJnil.d  btjies   where   and   by   whom   cojistrncted, 
uliere  lliey   are    usi  d,    how    long   tltey   have    been  ' 
nshd,    til-  ir  capacity   or  pov^er   respectively,    and 
the  pnipii>es  or  nsf-s  to  which  applied, and  whether  i 
hi- ti  or  low  pressure.  j 

2.  Tiie  explosions  or  other  disasters  wliich  have 
happcTiid  to  such  engines,  when  anil  v\  In-re,  w  ith  j 
as  AiM^y  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  same 
a:,  can  be  cullectid. 

3.  The  causes,  as  far  as  can  be  asceilained,  of 
such  explosions  or  other  disasters. 

4.  Tne  loss  ot  life  or  property,  or  injury  to  per- 
sons or  property,  which  has  ensued  in  each  case, 
distiuguisliing  the  mode  of  injury,  by  burning, 
scildin^',  uounilin:;,  drowning,  or  otherwise. 

5.  Tile  disasters  lo  nteainboals,  when,  where, 
and  how  they  iijve  occurred,  by  explosion,  colli- 
sion, lire,  or  olherivis  ;  the  size,  capacity,  or  liiir- 
d.-n  of  III.-  boals,  their  ages,  and  wliere  and  ov 
who.n  built. 

6.  How  such  steamboats  were  manned,  and 
whether  inlo.\icaling  liquor  e,as  seri  ed  out ',n,  or 
permitted  to  be  used  by,  the  hands  or  persons  eui- 
])loyed  on  board  llie  same. 

7.  The  names  of  the  owners  and  masters  or 
commanders  of  the  boals  to  which  such  disasters 
have  happened,  and  of  the  officers  and  crews  there- 

».  In  the  case  of  boats  to  which  no  disasters 
have  happened,  the  burden  and  size  ot  the  same, 
when,  wliere,  and  by  whom  built,  and  the  names 
ol  their  owners  and  masters  or  commanders  and  en- 
gln-ers. 

i).  Any  such  other  information  as  may  seem  to 
him  material. 

Mr.  Toland  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  lo  eiuble 
him  to  ni'jve  to  take  np  and  consider  tlie  joint  reso- 
lution, o.iereil  by  him  yesterday,  and  laid  over,  iin- 
dir  tne  rule,  till  this  day.  Ayes  93,  noes  26;  no 
qiiorum.  Tne  S/ica/cer.  Evidently  alarge  quorum 
present,  and  yet  no  qiioinni  votes. 

Mr.  Tjliiiid.  Let  ttie  res,diition  be  read  again; 
if  ihi.lersluiid,  it  cannot  fail  to  ue  adopted. 

T.ie  lesolnlion  was  again  read;  and  the  house 
agiin  diviil;d,  on  the  question  of  susper.diiig  tne 
rules.  Ays  l2:-»,  noes  gave  it  up.  Tne  resolution 
was  ihen  adopted  as  Ibilows; 

"riial.  alter  six  dajs  Irom  the  commencement  of 
a  Second  or  subsequeiil  session  (except  the  final 
sessi.ui)  of  any  congiess,  all  bills  and  joint  resolii 
tions  wliich  stiall  have  passed  in  one  house,  and 
which  remain  nndeterinined  in  the  other,  shall  be 
resumed  and  acted  on  as  if  an  adjouriiiiient  had  not 
taken  ]ilace." 

[Mr.  Cashing  aftersvards  moved  to  reconsider 
this  vole;  wliicli  motion  was  entered.] 

A  message  from  the  senate  was  taken  up,  propos- 
ing a  conference  with  the  house  upon  the  subject 
of  certain  proposed  amendments  of  the  latter,  in 
which  the  senate  non-concurred,  in  bill  making  ap- 
projuialions  for  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin;"  and 
three  members  ord.'red  to  be  appointed  managers 
ol  such  conference  on  the  part  ol  the  house. 

Mr.  Biild!e  wished  to  ask  a  question  of  the  chair- 
man ol  the  committee  on  forei.;ii  relations,  as  to  the 
pr.'sent  posture  of  o:ir  relaiions  with  ftlexicn.  An 
individual,  Mr.  John  Biduin,  having  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  llagraiit  claims  upon  that  govern- 
ment, was  a  native  of  his  district,  and,  after  a  re- 
sidence of  tueiity  years  in  Mexico,  had  been  stiip- 
pi-d  of  ev.'ry  thi'ng,  and  had  ivtiirncd  home  in  a 
state  rd  drstilulion.  The  (uiormily  ol  his  ca-e  \\  as 
eUjIilislied  bv  authentic  documents,  as  well  as  by 
Ih..'  Mlrisul  .Mr.  Elhs.  It  would  be  recolheted 
tint  Ihe  pr.  sidiiit,  in  accepting  the  ovirtnre  as  to 
an  .uhilia  iHuil,  liail  .staled  that  the  action  of  con. 
givsK  was  not  to  be  thereby  siispenih'd.  Yet,  prac- 
tie  illy,  such  seemed  to  belts  elfect.  Mr.  U,  found 
no  laiilt  uilh  this;  but  it  wa.?  obvious  that  whilst 
iiinllers  remained  in  siicli  a  posHion,  any  ipiickening 
impu's:  til  the  iiegoliation  must  coiiic  from  tliis 
Imusc.  Ill-  bid  nnihrstood  that  the  time  bad  mru-e 
llian  parsed  witliin  which  a  final  and  dcfi.iite  reply 
nuglil  lo  b.ivi'  h«en  received  from  Mexico.  Under 
such  cireiimslaiici'S.  the  chiimants  could  not  but 
(eel  llie  deepest  uneasiness  at  the  appruachiiij;  rise 


of  congress.  Mi.  B.  wished  to  learn  on  what 
grounds  the  coiiiinilti  e  now  foibore  lo  act;  more 
esperiallv  as  the  language  ot  the  |, resident  led  the 
Mexican  aulhorities  to  look  with  an  anxiety  lo 
notlung  but  a  inoveinenl  by  congress.  Alter  the 
adjoi.inment,  the  arbitration  might  be  siiliered  by 
M.  xico  to  fall  thKMigli  withiml  any  jist  com- 
plaint, on  our  pait,  of  evasion  ortrifling,  inasmnch 
as  the  president  had  txpresslj  and  anxioiisly  re- 
served tile  right  to  go  on  as  if  no  overture  had  been 

Mr.  fluwurd  asked  whether  the  gentleman  tiom 
PeMiS\Uania  juit  this  qiieslion  as  a  mallirol  right 
or  courtesy;  Mr.  hiditle.  The  latter,  of  course.' 
Mr.  Howard  said  it  would  gi\e  him  gr'al  [dfas'iire 
lo  reply.  All  ihe  iuloi  inalion  he  had  on  this  sub- 
jeci  was,  that  v\hen  the  pro|  O'al  \\  as  accepted,  the  ^ 
iMexican  minisli-r  had  il  not  in  his  power  lo  cxecule  i 
it.  He  bad  nol  been  here  during  llie  wl  ole  winter,; 
and  piobably  has  it  not  yet  in  his  pov\er  to  execute 
il.  Whelher  this  delay  i.  a  pinol  ol  serious  iiilen- 
lion  ol  going  lorwar'i  in  good  laith,  or  only  in 
ballhng  the  action  of  Ibis  house,  Mr.  H.  could  not 
say.  His  own  opinion  ol  the  mattir  was,  that  Ihe 
Mexican  government  never  would  ilo  justice  to  this 
couniiy,  and  that  its  recent  and  present  movements 
w.  re  only  expedient-  to  gain  time.  Whelher  this 
wire  true  or  not  a  few  days  would  show. 

The  house  then  took  up  ami  considered  Ihe  army 
bill  as  repoi led  from  the  con. niiltee  of  the  whole, 
with  various  amendmeiils. 

The  amendments  oh'ered  in  coinmiltee  were 
taken  up,  and  considered,  the  debate  thereon  taking 
the  sanie  general  range  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  as  herelolbie  reported. 

The  ainendineiit  first  in  order  was  the  proposition 
reported  b\  the  committi  e,  to  inseil,  al  the  end  of 
the  first  section,  Ihe  lolluwim;: 

••'J'hat  there  shall  be  added  lo  i  ach  of  Ihe  four 
regiments  of  ariillery,  one  company,  lo  be  organ- 
izeil  in  the  same  manner  as  aiitliorizeil  by  existintr 
laws,  with  the  exceptions  hereallir  mentioned:  Ihat 
there  he  added  lo  every  company  of  artillery  .six- 
teen )irivates,  and  to  every  company  of  infantry  one 
sergeant  and  Ihirly-eighl  piivates,  and  that  Ibe 'num- 
ber of  second  In  ulenants  of  a  company  of  arlillrry 
be  reduced  to  one,  and  that  this  redurlion  be  so 
made,  in  connexion  witli  the  appointment  of  ofli- 
cers  lo  the  four  additional  companies  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  tianslerto  the  ordnanc-  depart- 
ment lierealtei  directed,  tliat  all  Ihe  present  second 
lieutenants  shall  be  retained  in  service;  and  theie 
shall  1).'  raised  and  organized,  under  the  direction 
ol  the  president  of  the  Untied  Slates,  one  regimirt 
of  iiihinlry,  to  be  composed  ol  Ihe  same  number 
and  rank  of  oificeis,  noncommissioned  oiiicers. 
musician-,  and  privates,  Co  i. posing  the  regiments 
ol  inlantry  now  in  Ihe  service  of  tiie  United  States, 
who  shall  receive  Ihe  same  pay  and  jllnwances,  and 
be  subject  lo  the  same  rules  and  regulations  wliich 
now  apply  to  otiier  regiments  of  infanlrv,  as  jiro- 
vidi-d  lor  in  this  act." 

Mr.  HiiniiOn  moved  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  striking  on  t"inlanlry,"  and  insertinir  "riflemen," 
so  as  lo  make  the  proposed  new  regiment  a  liHe 
regiment.  The  motion  waslost.  Mr.  Brifcgs  mov- 
ed to  amend  this  amendment  by  striking  out  that 
part  of  il  which  authorizes  tlie  raising  of  a  new 
legiment;  and,  on  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  After  some  debate',  Mr.  Bri!;gs' 
amendment  was  a.lopted  by  the  lb  lowing  vote: 
Yeas  96,  nays  86.  The  qiiestion  then  recurred  on 
llie  above  amendnient  as  thus  amended;  wliich  was 
adopted. 

The  n:xt  amendment  in  order  was  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  committee  ol  the  wliole  to  stiike  out 
the  following  iiroviso  from  the  second  scutiim  of  the 
bill: 

"Provided,  That  no  officer  of  the  said  corps  shall 
be  ein|iloyed  in  any  sen  ice  lor  any  slate  or  com- 
pany for  which  he  shall  receive  any  compensation 
except  his  pay  from  the  United  StatVs." 

Tills  aim  ii'dmenl  was  conciirn  il  in. 

The  next  ain'Midment  proposal  bv  the  committee 
reduces  Un- assistant  .idjulantsgen-fal  to  be  appoint- 
ed. Uonifuiirir.  Iii-u.     ConcnirMl  in. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  cnnmitlee 
lo  the  bill  was  to  add  to  tie  original  bill  i|-e  words 
italicisid  in  the  follow  ins:  section: 

"Sec.  13.  .'hid  be  U'  farther  enacted.  That  the 
president  of  the  United  Slatis  he,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorised  to  add  to  the  ordnance  department, 
wheiu'ver  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  Ihe 
same,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  senate,  two 
majors,  «iir/  b<i  the  ir.inxfcr  In.  and  c/i/ioiiitmnit  in, 
(;/■  len  first  lieutenants,  and  leu  second  li.uilenanls 
()/' in/r/.-pn/,-  and  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  <le|iartmeiil  sliall  he  the  sa:ne 
as  those  allowed  to  Ihe  officers  ol  tlie  reiriments  of 
dragoons." 

At  2  o'clock  the  house  took  its  usual  recess. 


EVE.N'ING  SESSION. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
army  bill;  and  the  question  being  on  aiireeing  on 
Ihe  amenilmenls  proposed  by  the  military  com- 
luiltee  lo  the  13th  section, 

Mr.  ^dams  [uoposed  a  verbal  modification  of  it, 
to  make  it  more  intelligible,  which  was  agreed  to. 
[The  section  piovides  lor  the  transler  to  the  oid- 
nance  coips  ol  second  lieutenants  lioui  the  aitil- 
lery.] 

Mr.  Evans  opposed  the  policy  of  the  amendment 
with  much  earnestness,  insisliiii;  Ihat  the  artillery 
could  not  b  ar  this  reduction  of  its  officers  without 
material  injury,  and  suggesting  tile  propriety  of 
angmentihg  the  ordnance  in  some  other  mode.  He 
was  supported  in  this  view  by  Mr.  ,^dums  and  Mr. 
Biddle,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  McKuij,  Mr.  GrenneH,  - 
and  Mr.  Cullioun,  of  Massachusett's. 

The  a-j  endmeiit,  as  modifird.  was  agreed  lo. 

The  amend. nent  in  the  pro\  iso  to  the  14tii  sec- 
tion was  agreed  lo,  so  as  lo  make  it  read: 

Provided,  That  the  otficeis  of  the  oidnance  de- 
partment claiming  the  compensation  of  such  du- 
ties and  responsibilities — [viz.  with  respect  to 
clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  company, 
under  the  authority  of  Ihe  second  section  of  the 
act  passed  second  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenly-seven,  giving  further  compensation  to  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  the  army  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  in  certain  cases] — shall  have  been  aclually 
in  Ihe  command  of  eiilistid  men  of  Ihe  ordnance, 
equal  to  a  company  of  artillery,  and  thereby  in- 
curred the  aforesaid  responsibilities. 

In  the  1.5lh  section  the  amendments  were  agreed 
to  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

Sec.  15.  jlnd  be  it  fvrtlier  e]iacted.  That  every 
commissioned  officer  of  Ihe  line  or  slatf.  exclusive 
of  general  tfiicers,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one 
additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that 
he  may  have  served  or  shall  serve  in  Ihe  army  of 
the  United  States;  and  Ihe  paymaster  general,  sur- 
geon general,  and  commissary  general  ol  piiicha- 
ses,  sliall  each  he  allowed  six  rations  per  dieir,  and 
the  additional  ration  allowed  in  this  section:  Pro- 
rided.  That,  in  certain  cases  wliere  rificers  are  en- 
titled to  and  receive  double  rations,  the  additional 
one  allowi  d  in  this  section  shall  not  be  inciiuled  in 
the  number  to  be  doubled. 

In  the  16th  section,  which  provides  that  the  pay 
oi  each  musician  and  private  srddier  shall  be  eight 
dollars  jier  nionlh,  Mr.  71/cA'«,v  moved  to  sliike 
out  "eight"  and  insert  "sevrn."  This  motion  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Cvslimnn.  of  New 
Hanipshiie,  and  neiratived.  Mr.  Petntav  and  Mr. 
Mercer  eiideavoied  to  have  the  pay  of  soldiers  en- 
gaged III  making  roads  and  laboiing  on  j-.ublic 
works  increased  by  an  allowance  of  2.5  cents  per 
day,  alterwaids  modified  lo  15;  but  the  amendnient 
was  sternly  opposed  by  Mr.  i'rn«s,  w  ho  was  in- 
dignant al  a  projiosal  to  pay  men  lightly  laboiing, 
far  from  all  dan-rer,  U/ore  than  those  v\ho  were 
marchin:;.  fighting,  and  dying,  in  the  mor.isses  of 
Floiida.  The  amendment  was  njected.  Mr.  Jteed 
tried  to  gft  the  pay  ol  Ihe  inariiifs  raised  lo  eii;lit 
dollars  per  month,  but  without  success.  Mr. 
Chads,  with  a  view  lo  prevent  desertions,  introdu- 
ced a  proviso  for  retaining  .'^2  a  month  of  soldiers' 
pay  to  the  end  of  the  period  of  enlistment.  This 
was  agreed  lo.  Mr.  Everett  moved  to  reconsider 
Ihe  rejection  of  that  cl.iusc  of  the  first  section 
which  provides  for  the  raising  of  a  new  regimeiit 
of  infantry,  so  as  to  sanction  the  addition  of  such 
regiment.  In  order  to  get  al  this,  he  first  moved 
lo  reconsider  the  whole  section.  And,  alter  oppo- 
sition from  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Underuood,  the  no- 
tion prevailed:  Y'eas  I('3,  naysSl.  He  then  moved 
to  reconsider  the  reji  ction  ol'the  infantry  re<;imerit, 
a.s3igning  as  a  n  ason  no  change  i-f  his  own  opin- 
ion, but  Ihe  request  of  many  eentlemen  liienrily  to 
the  bill.  Mr.  IVilliirms,  of  N.  C,  demandrd  Ihe 
yea?  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Pillmore 
opposed  the  motion,  preferring  the  clause  as  i  I  came 
from  the  senate.  This  would  cost  less,  and  give 
greater  efficiency. 

Mr.  Eu'ivg  hoped  the  inolion  to  reconsider  would 
fail.  He  feared,  however,  there  existed  an  erro- 
neous b'dief  of  Ihe  necessity  for  this  additional 
regiment  to  those  already  provided  lor  in  the  hill. 
This  apprehension  arises  on  account  of  the  iinrx- 
ppcteri  quarter  from  which  this  motion  came,  and. 
a  fact  which  transpired  dnrin;;  di  bate  on  vi  steiday. 
The  centhman  from  Miissocliusetts  (iVlr.  Gren- 
nell)  had  expressed  some  hilent  doubts  ol  a  will- 
authenticated  lad  adverted  to  by  the  grntlrnian 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.)  Hi's  triend  of  Ten- 
nessee had  staled,  and  correctly,  the  opinions  of 
some  of  the  most  experienced  and  meritorious  field 
officers  now  in  seivice,  from  whom  be  (Mr.  E.) 
had  letters  precisely  similar  in  sentimeiit;  ami  he 
would  re  .id  them  if  freedom  of  opinion  were  tolera- 
ted by  the  men  now  in  power.     As  it  is,  he  would 
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only  stdle  the  lact  corroborative  ol' the  allegation  speich  of  uiiiisiial  aniiiialioii,  in  uliicli  lu- scouted  i 
niatle  hy  iiis  iVn-nd  IVom  Tcnn  s.-scp.  And  il"  tlie  tlie  perpetual  cry  ol  aliiinj  i.t  llie  doiiois  ol  a  stand- 
inroiiiu'lion  had  cume  liom  the  while  louse,  il  |  in^  arn.y.  Wlntl'  r  we  sloidd  Laie  a  standing  I 
would  not  be  more  worthy  ol  credence,  that  a  very  [  army  was  not  now  Ihe  question:  that  had  been  set-  j 
small,!!' any,  addilion  is  required  to  Ihe  slandii^  [  lied  lon^' af;o  by  \Vashinj;lon,  hy  Adams,  by  Jillei'- 
aruiy  nove  authorized  by  law  True,  Ihe  British  j  >ori,  hy  Madison,  by  Monroe,  by  J.iekM)n.  11  Ihe 
hai-e  increased  their  lorce  i.i  Canada.  No  m  w  ag-  ,  ar;;une  nt  was  yi  od  lor  any  thin;;:,  and  ujiliiia  were 
gression  upon  us  is  contemplated  ty  that  event;  Ihe  j  to  be  our  soli'  reliance,  the  |>iop.  i  ci mse  would  be 
increase  will  have  enough  to  do  wilh  Ihe  Caii.i-  to  move  at  once  to  disb^'lid  Ihe  army.  The  queslion 
di.ins,  who  seem  resolved  to  b-  fiee.  True  we  are  was  not  whelher  wi  were  to  have  a  siundiii;;  aruij ; 
increasing  the  niunher  of  Indians  on  onr  westtrii  j  but  whether  the  army  shoulil  he  an;;menled.  On 
frontier,  but  lliey  are  helpless,  and  more  inimical  to .  Ihis  poiiii  we  had  Ihe  recomn.enilations  ol  Ihe  ex- 
each  olher  than  lo  us.  A  small  lorce  m  Ihal  quar-  eciitive,  and  the  opinions  ollii  iall\  i;ixeii  ol  onr  best 
fer  onlv  is  required,  and  the  (■rigiiial  bill  piovided  |  and  most  cxpericnc  d  officers.  'J'he  senate  had  in 
forenough.  True,  the  didicnlties  in  Florida  are  !  repeated  bill?  signiliid  thi  ir  conMclion  ol  ils  pro- 
not  en^iivlv  at  an  end,  but  Ihe  men  now  ther-  and  j  piiily.  In  opposilion  lo  all  Ihis,  Iwo  meuibirs  ol 
in  that  n.-ighborhood,  diricted  by  the  skill  and  i  the  house  said  lley  had  pii\ate  litters  ol  an  oppo 
chivalry  ol  the  general  who  now  has  Ihe  command,  |  site  tenor.  Mr.  (Ju^liing  would  n  ly  on  Ihe  public 
will,  as  soon  as  the  season  of  action  arrives,  end  all  j  cmnniunieati  ns  of  n.en  ol  high  amiiriul  honor  and 
trouble  in  that  quarter.  Such  being  the  exislingi  conduct,  in  prefeieuce  lo  juivate  aiionj  n.ons  au- 
state  of  our  concerns,  I  cannot  conceive  why  Ihis  ]  ll.oiily.  Of  a. I  the  panic  speeches,  he  had  never 
great  increase  is  urged  with  such  pertinacity.  We  .  heard  those  snrpassi  d  which  had  hem  called  liulli 
all  know  the  miliiia,  in  case  of  war  or  imininenl  by  the  proposal  lo  r.iise  Ihis  one  jioor  regiment  of 
danger,  must  be  Ihe  chief  reliance.  The  great  bodv  inlantiv.  The  huiise  had  hei-n  llireaiened  wilh  Ihe 
of  the  the  people  will  defi  nd  Iheir  linhts-aud  liber-  ]  dan,;;.  i"i>f  a  slai.diug  aimy.  Why,  il  Ihe  a.ldilion 
ty:  and  in  lime  of  p,  ace,  surely  ihe  hill  as  rrporleil  ,  should  be  made,  the  pi0|  i.ition  ol  llus  leiiihle  army 
h.ul  no  need  of  this  ame,.dmen't  to    give  a  sntlicienl  j  to  Ihe  people  ol  11  is  country  would  be  aboul  one  to 

increas'  lo  tlie  standing  Iruops.        '  Iwoh Iri  d    and    fuly    able  bid:. d    freemen   with 

HeiMr.  K.)  iipiise.dida  people  always  pre-  arms  in  their  hamls.  'Were  Americans  so  timid? 
pared  and  wil.ing  to  d.li  n.l  Iheir  coiinlry,  and  Ihey  I  Did  this  Irighten  ihein?  Parallels  had  been  sou:;ht 
would  r.joice  to"  see  the  projier  palriolic  lei  liii-r  !  Irom  history  lo  show  ll.al  12, DIM)  men  were  to  pnl 
inanilesliil  heie  to  organize  ami  eipiip  the  inilili.i.  Ulow  n  onr  liberties.  Why,  the  old  women  ol  these 
Expenditures  for  that  puipose  would  be  borne  with  '  slates   would  almost  be    snifirient    to   resist  such  a 


cheerfully.  But  weneghct  our  n.ililia,  or  amuse 
tllein  wilh  mere  reports  of  cominilUc-,  and  leave 
them  lo  instinct  themselves.  This  is  not  as  it 
should  be.  He  (Mr.  E.)  had  one  other  considera 
tiou  lo  pres.iil.  A  collea^jue  (Air.  Boon)  had  con- 
fid  nlly  charged  the  irreal  ami  wash  lul  expendi- 
tures ot  this  administration  lo  the  opposition.  The 
country  knows  this  charge  is  nnmeiile.l,  and  he 
would  have  th"  vote  upon  this  qufslion,  lo  ai'.d   a 


lorce  wilh  their  dislahs  and  cane*.  The  true  dan- 
ger to  liberty  was,  that  onr  army  was  too  small. 
The  dangei  was  no!  that  this  liltle  foice  would  ren- 
der our  country  military,  but  ihal  Ihe  military  spirit 
of  the  army  would  be  ovei  borne  aid  deslrojcd  by 
a  deep  inlusion  ol  the  civil  influence.  The  men 
who  pleaded  wilh  congress  'or  Ihis  angmenlalion 
were  Ihemselves  most  de\  olid  to  tlie  libertiesol 
Ihe  coiii.lry,  as  they  had  prove. I    on  many  a  well- 


iiiient   to  those   aske.l    hy   the   chairman  of  the  j  lou;;h'  (i  Id'.     They  had  resisted  tyranny  at  the  can- 
military    committee,   lo    demonstrate    who    anl  of !  non's  mouth.     Il  was  not  these  men — ilwasnolthe 
what  party  they  •ire  by  whom  unnecessary  expense  i  ollicers  of  Ihe  army  who   were    dansernus    to  Iree- 
'     ■■  '     '  '        '  dom.     No,  it  was  our  civil  officers,  who  became  the 

tools  of  parly. 

iMr.  C.  said  the  danger  lo  liberty  was  just  the  re- 
verse of  that  which  luul   been  so  loudly  nisjed.     He 


of  money  and  of  morals  is  sanctioned.     The  tiyes 
and  noes  will  show  this. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed:  Yea-:  100, 
nay,-  91.  And  the  question  being  on  the  vote  of  a 
former  silting,  by  which  the  clause,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Biig^s,  was  stricken  out,  on  this  motion  a  very 
spirited  debate  arose. 

Mr.  lii iggs  ^elfuded  his  former  motion  to  strike 
out  Ihe  provision  lor  Ihe  new  regiment  wilh  much 
earnestness,  complaining  that  INlr.  Evans  and  Mr 
Brouson  were  unwilling  lo  rely  on 
the  deteiiCe  of  Ihe  norlhern  Imnlicr,  and  wauled  to 
have  lilt  stai.ding  army  increased  in  a  time  ol  pio- 
lound  peace.  He  hoped  the  country  would  not.- 
cl  that  the  old  and  approved  doclrine  of  reli 


elieil,  as  the  Ahulc  country  relied,  on  tiie  miliiia; 
but  who  were  the  militia?  They  were  freemen, 
wilh  arms  in  their  hand.";  and  whelher  enlisted  to 
siive  hve  years  or  draughUd  to  serve  lor  one,  was 
quite  immalerial  The  wnid  '■militia"  had  been 
used  as  a  naineof  tenor  to  alliight  the  house.  The 
militia  for]  r^  al  confidence  ol  the  American  people  was  in  fiee- 
wanleil  to'  men  armed— in  a  l.ody,  with  Ihe  spiiit  of  what  in 
some  countries  was  called  a  national  giiaril;  but. 
nnd.-r  ihe  present  oi^oiiiza'ion  ol  our  militia,  such 
a  hodv  iliel    not   exist    as  such.     He  wish,  d  il  diel. 


ce  on  tlie  miliii  i  ior  111.-  elel.ncc  ol    the  country  j  The  iniliiia  were  not  a  snbslilnte  lor  an  army;  each 


id  lo  scorn.     He  duell  much  oiMhi 
wiiicn  seemed  to  fill  him  w  ith  piolonnil  in.lis;nalion 
He  protested agaii, St  doubling  our  standing  army  i 
time  ol  peace. 

Mr.   Yell  alluded  to  the  m 
vernmcnt  had  con:;resaled  o 


hael  ils  own  proper  eiuty,  anil  both  were  necessary 
He  again  insislcel  II  at  the  tine  source  of  danger  lay 
in  the  intluence  of  popular  leailers  over  the  inili'ia 
anil  voliiiileers,  and  not  over  a  standing  aimy.  How 
of  Indians  Ihe  go- j  did  general  Jackson  attain  such  an  unexampli-d 
tern  fiunlier.!  predominance  of  inflni'nce    and   despotic  power  in 


Mi.  i,iv;is  commenleil  wilh  severilv  on  some  of !  this  free  republic?  By  hispopulaiity  with  th"  inili- 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Brings.  The  gentleman  had  i  tia  and  volunteers  whom  he  ledin  hallle.  Thiswas 
tluoivn  hi.uself  in  the  breach  after  the  war  hael  be-  [  the  rise  of  his  power.  He  never  could  havealtaiii- 
co.ne  elespeiate.  In  the  morning  his  mere  motion,  I  eel  it  hy  means  of  the  resnhir  army, 
willioutauy  speech  to  back  il,  was  sufficient,  and  ]  Jlr.C.  reprobali  el  as  a  consequence  to  this  per- 
|)re\aileil;  but  now  the  majority  had  clian:;e.l,  he  '  pi-tual  rcrurre  nee  to  the  miliiia  lo  do  gairison  duty, 
must  make  a  Sj.eech.  The  addition  of  one  regi- j  what  1  ail  almost  nr^cd  Massachu.=elts  hersel!  lo 
mei.t  was  cerlainh  enormous,  and  enough  to  alarm  nullifv:  the  militia  of  a  stale  u  \i\'t  be.  ami  ollen 
all  the  Iriends  ol  Ihe  liber  y  ol  the  counlry.  These  were,"called  out  anel  coininandi  d  by  a  colonel  e.l  the 
Were  vast  strides  tow ai els  despotism.  Such  an  au_'- !  line.  The  militia  of  ihe  stales  were  the  reliance 
mentation  of  our  standing  army  of  7,000  im-n   was    •'(  the  stales,     lie  appealeel  lo  Ihe  state  riuht.s 


indeed  loruiiilable.     The  nation   would  elo    well   to 
mark  it.      Yet  petitions  for  this  very  lliing  had  come 
up  from  all  quarters  of  Ihe  Ian. I;  from  Ihe  west  and 
soulliwesi,  and  the  whole   .■\tlantic    border,  as  well '  anil 
as  Iron:  Ilie  north  and  norlheast. 

Mr.  lived  want.d  to  know  Irom  what  pari  of  the 
Atlantic  bordei? 

Mr.  Ecaiis  said  from  Mas.sachnsetls,  as  well  as 
olher  parts  of  it,  as  llie  remonstrances  in  the  war 
department  against  Ihe  tiai.sUr  ol  troops  wonlil 
shoiv.     Mr.  E.repelleel  with  much  warmth  the-  im 


lemen  on  that  floor,  whether  they    ad\ocbted  such 

lale  of  things? 

Ho  auain  aelverteil  to  the  panic  at  a  standing  am  y. 
)iiteiuli-il  that  Ihe  very  feirm  ihe  argument  ha.l 
ed,  in  likening  our  conelilion  lo  Ihal  of  En- 
ro;,(an  counlri"s.  with  despotic  governments,  to 
Rome  with  hrr  Pra-lorian  cohorts.  SiC.  proved  that 
there  was  a  lark  <d'  solid  objection  to  the  bill.  That 
a  hiiely  of  Indians,  in  the  circuraslance-s  of  tl  ose 
who  had  bieii  reinovid  by  force,  many  of  Ihein  in 
chains,  fioin    their   forine'r    homes,  ami  phiccei  in 


pnlalion  ttiat  he  was  unwillimitore  ly  on  the  militia  hodv  on  our  western  frontier,  should  have  pacific 
lor  el,  fence  :  he  was  willing,  i-ntirely  willing;  but  it  f.-e-lings  toward  us  and  onr  sitllements.  was  against 
was  not  the  business  of  fniliiia  to  elo  permanent  human  naliire,  ami  would  be  nothing  less  than  a 
garrison  duly;  and  forts  wilh  garrisons  were  mces- '  miracle  in  morals.  It  was  surely  the  duly  ol  lliosc- 
sary  as  rallyin:;  points  lor  the  militia,  to  strengthen  who  were  themselves  in  safety,  to  lisle  n  to  the  re- 
it,  !fcc.  He  riiliculeil  the  idea  of  12  millions  nC  monstrances  and  petitions  of  those  whose  wives 
freemen  dreading  a  liltle  army  of  12,000  men.  And  ami  chihlren  were  exposed  to  such  a  elanser.  He 
as  to  Mr.  R..-td,""he  had  no  iloiihl  that  sjeiith-inan  was  ready  to  go  to  Ihe  people  and  account  to  their 
would  make  a  speech  lor  Fort  Independence,  in  j  lor  his  vole  lo  aiiL'tnent  the  ]  resi^nt  milHaiy  cslab- 
BjMou  Harbor.  [Mr.  Reed.  Certainly.]  'V'el  lishinent  of  the  I'nit.-d  States  L'overnment. 
where  was  the  use  e.f  a  fort  without  anv  uarri-.m?  1  Mr.  Wcrcer  n.i.le  some  remiirlts  m  r.  |dy  to  this 
Mr.  Ciiihiiis  next  took  the  floor,  and  went  into  a   speech,  which  he  considtrtd  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 


tiuordinaiy  lectures  ever  delivered  in  the  house. 
It  did  nul  touch  the  question  actually,  w  I. icli  was 
onlv  belween  Iwo  modes  ol  increasing  the  amy — 
whether  by  ..dditional  officers,  or  hy  augmeiiring 
Ihe  rank  and  lile.  Mr.  hroiisoii  delenih  el  the-  ais- 
ii.g  of  a  new  ie'i;ime  i,l  as  in  cessaiy  loi  iheeliilling 
ol  r.critils.kc.  Mr.  7iVe'e/i  xplaimel.ai.d  slat,  el  lis 
willinsine-E  lo  \ole  loi  all  ife  mcessaiy  di  le  nci  s  on 
the  lionlier.  He  ai;aiie  piidissed  l.i.s'  n  aeliness  lo 
re<linquish  lor  Ihis  puipose  the  hoops  now  in  garii- 
soii  on  the- seahoaiel,  anel  let  a  f  w  ailificeis  he  re 
tained  in  Ihe  lorls  lo  pies,  rve  Ihi'  builelmgs  and  ar- 
Uiament.  Tlere  weie  time  or  lour  companies  at 
Newport,  who  seen. Ill  to  be  onl\  wantnl  lo  fire 
salutes.  He>  hael  rather  liny  were'si  id  lo  figlil  the 
Indians.  Hi'  was  ill  lavor  of  loilificalioirs,  as  iii- 
disp.  nsal  le  in  lime  ol  war  to  d.  I.  nil  onr  cities 
acainsi  II..-  ailiicks  of  a  maiine  loice.  but  opposi'd 
to  ke'cping  lar^e  (garrisons  in  Ihe-m.  He  was  ..gainst 
exleiiiling  a  sliiiiding  army  beyond  v.hal  was  indis- 
pensably necesssry. 

Mr.  Jiriff^s  ri'idied  wilh  ii-ucli  warmth  lo  the  re- 
marks ol  Air.  Cushinsi  anil  Mr.  Evans:  eh  ni,  .1  II  at 
he  hael  saiel  Ihal  the  liherliesol  the  rounliy  we  le  in 
danger  liom  an  army  ol  I2,lillli  men;  anel 'the- thun- 
ders of  eloquence  w'lich  l.ad  hell,  hmi.ehee!  ai  l.im 
were'  w  ide  ol  the  mark.  He  believed  the  !•'  was 
nolhing  Very  impious  in  what  he  h.iel  said.  As  lo 
the  Ion:;  anif  lonil  cry  liom  all  parts  of  llie  land  lor 
an  increase  of  the  aimy.  he  had  not  sidi  the  evi- 
dence  ol  it  any  where'.  He  |.  ne  w  ,  inele  e  d.  Il  at  on 
that  floor  a  very  loiiil  cry  was  .set  up  hy  ll.i'  ge  ntle- 
men  liom  the  snnlhvvest  and  norlhern  itonlii  r;  but 
the  military  coinmitlci'.  alter  bavins  hael  Ihe  siih- 
jecl  lor  niontl  3  b.  lore  them,  were  of  opinion  that 
an  iiicr.  ase  of  three  thonsanil  men  vveuilil  besnfii- 
ci  -let.  Now.  howei'Cr,  a  new  re-gin. ent  was  culled 
for  on  Ihe  ground  that  new  elillicultie  s  anel  ilangers 
1  ad  sprung  up  on  our  nei Ihein  and  western  lines  of 
Ironlier.  'Il  is  re:asem  diil  not  .sertn  to  him  si  lli- 
cient.  Theelillicnlliesin  I-'londa  wrie  now  chiefly 
over,  and  Irneips  mit'l.l  he  drawn  liom  tliil  quail,  r. 
His  collcaene  (I\lr.  Cu.-hin-)  had  sevrrely  lieiur.d 
liiin  anel  other  penile  nn  n.  lor  nolspeafine  lo  II  e 
queslion.  Yet  the  (;e  nth  man  hoel  no  soone  r  eleli- 
vereel  this  re  bnke- than  he  hin.silfwenl  oil  at  a  tan- 
gent. The  Ke-iitlenan  tail  ti.lkeel  about  declan  a- 
lion.  Diel  he'  call  hi?  ow  n  sperch  logic?  If  so.  the 
gentleman's  notions  of  loexicililiered  from  his  Tie 
genlleman  hdU.  d  afoul  panic  and  comphiiied  that 
so  much  V  as  sniil  about  the  dangers  of  a  standini; 
army.  Mr.  B.  h.id  calleel  on  the  friends  of  the  bill 
losliowwhy  the  slamling  army  shoulel  be  increased, 
anel,  in  reply,  his  colleague  ekmaneleel  ol  him  whv 
it  thonld  i.fil  he  inereaseel.  Was  this  the  loi:ic  of 
irentleine'ii?  The  two  gentlemen  freuii  Maine  and 
Massochusetis  had  n.aiiifesleel  nre-at  zeal  leir  the  in. 
crease  of  the  army,  and  of  the  expenses  ol  the  go- 
ve-rnment. 

Mr.  Ciis/iihg  here  rose  and  said,  I  deny  Ihe  impu- 
talion.  Mr.  Jiri^cs  went  on  to  say  11  at  he  did  not 
see  what  excited  al-irm.  The  mihlia  weie  not 
spoken  of  and  Ireateel  as  lormerly.  Thegmtleman 
from  Maine  thought  Iheir  place  was  at  home,  and 
that  Ihey  were  not  the  troops  that  were  wanteil  to 
protect  rile  west  or  elo  gairison  duly.  This  sort  if 
language  toward  the  miliiia  v^rnlel  suit  the  m'uiUi 
of  a  despot  who  wishtel  to  snhjucate  the  libirliis  of 
Ihe  country.  Such  a  one  inicht.  wilh  great  cei,. 
sistf  nry,  say  to  the  peo]de,  stay  on  your  l'arn:s.  Ihe 
elefe-nce  of  tile  country  is  not  for  yon;  liiisl  all  that 
matter  to  me,  give  ine regulars,  anel  I  will  take  care 
of  vou. 

Mr.  Ci/.s/img  saiel  thai  he  was  arlualfd  hy  zeal  to 
elo  his  duly  tej  his  country,  anel  nolhinc  else,  and  he 
spuine'el  any  other  impulation.  The  que-lion  being 
now  taken,  it  was  deciehd  in  the  negalive:  Ayes 
9.5,  noes  104. 

i:'o  Ihe  house  refused  lo  sliike  on(  the  provision 
liir.ii.  a.lililional  regiment  ol  infaiilrv. 

Mr.  i:vinis  now  moveil  to  sliikeont  that  pari  of 
tl  (■  bill  which  proposed  lo  reduce  the  number  of 
lieutinanls  of  artille'iy.  anel  transfer  them  to  the 
orelnance.  but  the  motion  was  nei;Blived.  Mr. 
Thompson  moved  to  strike  nut  3S.  ami  to  inseil  28 
asihe  increaspof  the  rank  anel  file  lo  each  company. 
Lost.  Mr.  r»e/cr!e-oo<ynoweleclareel  that  he  wast  ed 
his  hane'.s  of  the  bill.  H.'  perceived  the  object  was 
not  to  increase'  Ihe  force  eilthe  army,  hut  In  prrviele 
palronaL'e  for  I'avori  cs.  Mr.  67n.<e-of/.- elenied.  wilh 
wprm'h.  any  such  impniailon:  this  wa*  ilm  fiist 
time  in  Iheeiebate  in  whieh  the  hill  hail  been  repre- 
sented ns  a  parly  or  pedilicul  measure:  the  voles 
would  show  that  it  was  no  such  thimr.  'iiice  il  was 
both  advocated  and  nppos.  d  by  cnllemen  of  all 
parties.  Mr.  t'e/(/rrteoof/  ar-ufd  lo  =how  lliiMI  e 
hill  ii;volveil  a  irr'at  inrri  aie  in  Ihe  expens.s  ot  II  e 
army.  IM r.  -VrA""'/  replie'd.  and  insi-^tid  ihnt  the 
reve'ise  was  Irne:  that  the  expenses  were  re.luod, 
anel  Ihal  Ihe  hdl  was  a  inea.-nre  of  econem  y.  Mr. 
I  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moveil  an  amindmeiit,  that 
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^,1  I  ,,,  .-  :o;  ii.'hru  i.gi.,,n,,  shuiild  bt  lakfr. 
liu  II  ;:.o;.  now  ..iljcl.icl  lo  liiu  arii.y.  AtgaliM'd: 
A>.  s  60,  ijois  8i. 

A  tnuUoji  was  now  tnarle  trt  oiijouni;  but  il  was 
rpji-cled. 

'I'he  remaining  amendments  proposed  by  the 
cou.millHe  aeie  now   read  in   order,  and  tlie  qnes- 


S,/vnlmj.Jiiiie -M.  [\V  •  ca.^nu.  fin.l  room  lor  niiv  oai.:,  wlueli  lias,  since  the  said  41li  da^  nlJulv, 
n,oi  tliiin  a  !  rielal.slracl  oriln-proctedin;;s  of  tlie  1SJ6,  i>siieil  bills  or  notes  ot  a  less  d-.no.ninaliim 
lion«e.  but  tliey  shall  be  noticed  in  detail  in  the  next  ,  than  five  dollars  or  which  shall  issue  any  sneli  hills 
'•Kf.cister/']  j  or  notes  prior  Io  the  1st  day  of  Octob.r",    ISoS;  but 

Afier  ttie  transaction  of  other  business,  Mr.  that,  IVoni  and  alter  the  sinlh^t  meninjned  day,  the 
/t';/i,'i))-f  niatie  an  inetieetual  rliort  to  have  an  honri  bills  oi  notes  oC  no  banic  shall  b"  rectued  in  pay- 
asMgned    lor    the   consideration  of  his  r  solution,  1  ment  of  any  debtdiieto  the  United  Slaes,  which 

tiori  pn'  o:i  the  whole,  with    the  exception  ol  lonr,  j  repealing  the  section  of  the  law  of  1816,   in    refer-  [  bank  shall  alter  that  date  issue,  re  issue,  or  pay  out 

viz:  tluse   in  the  19th,  26th,  31-t,  anil  35tn  sec- j  ence  to  banks  issuing  small  noles.  \\  liich  he  mode-    any  bill  or  note  of  a  denomination  less  than  live 

tions.     The   amendments   in   stctinn  Itl  v\  ere  then  j /;■  d  so  as  'o  limit  its  operation  to  the  1  =  1  of  March    dollars. 

read,  and,    after  a    short    rnnversaiion,    agreed  to     next.     Foi  suspending  the  rules  1(1.5,  navs  86. 

Til.' auiendments  to  the   25tli   section  haiingbe.nj      The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  pr.si'iit  military 

read,  Mr.  Car/er  strongly   obji  cted  lo  the  pay  pro-    establishmeni  of  Ih'- United  States  and  lorolher  piir'- 

posHd  to  b' allowed  to  the  surgeons.     Mr.  jTAum;)- I  poses,  was  read  a  third  tune.  nlifU   Mr.    Cailcr  of 

son  arirl  Mr.  McKmj   replied   anil  exilau;..!.     J\lr.  i  Tenn.,  moved  Ihat  it  be  reconin.illed    with  iu.-lruc- 

Oirlcr   iiioied   an  amendment   to  reduce  ttie  pay.  '  tions  to  strike  out  all  the  clauses  o!  the   fill   propo- 

Mr.  jV/rtocy  opposed   the    ameiidment,   and  it  was  |  sing  an  increase  in  the  nuinher  of  officers,  or   in- 


ecleil.  The  25th  section  was  then  agreed  to 
Tiie  amendments  in  the  31st  section  having  been 
read.  Mr,  M.non,  of  Oiiio,  nioveii  to  strike  out  l!,e 
allowance  to  tiie  soldiers  of  bounty.  Mr.  C/r'Ids 
proposed  to  snbslitiile  lor  the  bounty  la..d=  i-.n  at 
lowance  of  $1{HI  ill  inoni-y.  Kviraii.-i .'.  Mr  t'ill- 
9n.'j/«  proposed  to  insert  alter  the  word  "land"  ihe  !  ordeis.] 
words  "fit  for  cultivation."  .\'ega1ived.  Mr.  Kciii- 
ble  iiioved  a  reconsideratio  i  of  the  clause  above 
qaot^-d,  and  .Mr.  Campbell,  ol  S.  C,  supported  his 
iijolion  but  it  was  lost. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  E.  If'-?7.Viei/,  the  section  was 
further  aueuided  by  insMliiiga  provision  that  the 
b.iunty  lands  shall  be  pa;en!ed  to  the  soldier  or  his 
hens,  and  siiall  not  be  a<.-,igiiable  until  patented. 
Ti;e  section  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  3.5tli  section  having  b.'en  read,  Mr.  Bi/irgs 
moved  au  aiiii'udiu-'nt,  providing  that  the  regiment 
raised  irid.'r    the    first    section    shall   serve  lor  two 


crease  of  pay,  and  also  fh  •  section    lor  raisin; 
additional  i^giinent  ol  infan'ry.     This  motion  gave 
ris-  1o  a  (hbale  which  ocru]  ied  the  attention  of  the 
hon^e  until  the  hour  of  r  ees>:. 

[The  subject  was  not  re.-wmed  in  the    afternoon 
in  consequence  of  the   iiitei veiition  of  the  special 


EVEM.VC     SESSION'. 

The  house  went,  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Owens  in  the  cl.aii )  and  took  up  several  bills 
r  nutting  duties  on  iron  imported  lor  the  constriic- 
lioji  ol  st.aiiiboats;  all  ol  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  No.  S.5J,  were  reported  without  ainenduient. 
The  bill  No.  187,  to  antiioiize  the  iirrorlalion  of 
iron  sleaiiibnats,  Iree  ol  duty,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  houras>igii.-<|  lor  thiisiil.j  ct  !:aungexpired, 

and  the  special  order  having  been  called,  My.^1<lnms 

moved  to  suspend  the   rules  lor  another  lioiir.     The 

was  lost.     The  house  Ihen.  according  to  ap 


yeirs    ordy.     Negali.ed.      Tlie   section    was    then  i  point  ment,  w  enl  into  en littee  of  the  w  hole  on  the 

agi-Pi'd  lo.  I  hill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An   act  to  authoiize 


Mr.  jne/,i|/)s-)H  moved  an  amendment  in  the  I,jt 
.«  eti  m.  winch  prov  ides 
olic.rofihe  li.i,.  ,,i  sta:i,    exelusi 
li.'   IS,  shjil  be  entilKd  to    rec  ive    one    aitdi.ional 
mi   n  for  every  fi-.  e  years  that  he  may  have  served, 
fij.  so  as  lo  mak  ■  it  iiiclii  !.■  officers  of  tlie  marine 
cor,.s      Ml.  C/7((>   now  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, hut  wiihdrew  it   at   tlie  earnest  solicitation  ol 
his  coll -ague,  Mr.  Rives,  who  wanted  to  iulrodnce 
a  |ii-..vision  ai|o,\ing  a   coiiiiiiis>ioii   to   paymasters 
for  extra  duty. 

Mr.  i(oj»  hereupon  renewed  Hie  call  for  the  pre- 
Mous  qui'Sliou.  Mi-.  Jienc.'ier  n  oved  an  adimirn- 
liien-.  Lost.  The  ca.l  lor  the  previous  question 
w  IS  s-coieled:  Ayes  92,  no^■s  01.  The  pr-vions 
qi  s'ioii  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  bill  was  then 
or  I   red  lo  its  engrossment  by  yeas  and  nays  as  lol- 


Yi-:Ay— Messrs  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  \r,- 
d; -vvs,  Athrrloa,  Banks,  B--attv.  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Biddle,  Biidsuli,  Boon.  Biodlie'ad,  Bronson,  J.  Cab 
Inu:.,  Ciiubril.ng,  Cas-y ,  Chancy,  Chaiiu.an. 
Ciirk.  Clevel.ul.  Coles,  Craig,  Cushiin'  Cii-h- 
iniii,  Diusoii.  Davee,  D.  Graif,  Dioingooie,  Dun- 
can, El.m.re.  Evans.  Farringiou,  Fail  fi.  Id,  R.  Fh-l- 
ch-r.  Fost.u-.  F.v,  Gilliip,  James  Garlaml,  Glas 
CO  k,  Gnnt,  Giay,  Griimdl.  ll.iley,  ||al|,  Hnin- 
moi:i,  il,  i.Hi-.  Hirrisoii,  HaviiH.s,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
H :,  uird.  Iliibl  w.  Win.  H.  lluuter,  Ingham,  r.  U. 
Jieksoii,  ll^nry  Johnson,  N.  .lours,  K-inble. 
Klingiuisiuith,  'L'-gare,  Lincoln,  Logan,  l,von" 
Mdlorv,  J.  M.  Misou,  Martin,  McKay  lloivii 
MeClellan,  A.  McChllan,  MeCliire,  WtiiU-r.  Mor- 
gan. .S.  W.  Morns,  Naylor,  N..b|e,  Noves,  Palmer 
Parker,  Par.i.enter.  Pairis,  Pavnt.r,  Piielps,  Pnil- 
li;is,  J.  If.  Prentiss  S.  S.  Prentiss,  RichanNon 
liues,  R,hii,s„n,  Sheplor.  Snyder,  South-ate. 
S:i  ncer. 'I'aylor.  Thomas,  Titus,' Toland,  Towns. 
Tnriiey,  V.iil,  Vl'ag-uier,  W'eh-ler,  Weeks  ,\  S 
While,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams  j'  L 
Williain.s,  Ye||_l(i7. 

■  N  \YS  — M.ssrs.  Adims.  Al-xnnder,  II 'nnn 
A  h  n.  .\yciigg.  Bell,  Bond,  Brigg.-,  Bvnum,  W  B 
Cdhiiin,  U'.  !5.  Canpb-ll,  C  irt.  r,  Chamlr-is' 
Cieai'iau,  Childs,  Con.i.u-,  Cor  a  in,  Uai  lire. ton' 
Di'ies,  D  nil,  Ever-lt,  Ewing.  Fillmore,  GooiTe,  j! 
O.iiiam,  Willi  nil  Graham,  Giihin,  Hailm.  Has. 
tinrs.  HiAi -s.  Hnry,  IIo:rinan,  R  M.  T.  Hnnl.'r 
J  W.  Jo  les.  L  ■adb-tter.  Le.vis,  Marvin,  S.  iMison 
Mk.v,  II,  McKenuaii,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell 
M  latgi.n 'ry,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  O 'le,  P  ck 
P-trikia,  Pone,  Polls,  Raridan,  RandoTpli.  Reed' 
R  'uchrn-.  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ruinsey  Russell 
S'lsfer,  A.  II.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard,  .s;ihlev,  Slade' 
Stiiiley,  Stoiioi.  Stratlou,  Taliaferro,  Thnmp,«on 
Tilliiirhist,  Underwood,  J.  White.  K.  W!iill|»sev 
L  Williams,  S.  Williams,  C.  II.  Williams,  Word! 
•Vorki — 77. 

So  the  bdl  was  ordered  to  be  engross  J  ami  read 
a  thirrl  time. 

And  tlien  llie  house  adjourned. 


.„...'''"'■*'"'''■"'  Tennessie  lo  issue  grants  and  peil.ct 
-•ery  comi.:i>sion'-,i  I  '''''^  hi  cerlaiii  lands  therein  desriib.  d.  and  to  spi- 
ral oi-  lie- the  claims  to  vacant  lands  within  the  sa.ne," 
pa.ssed  ISlli  of  Apiil,  18(:6.  A  di  snhory  debate  en- 
sued. «hen  Mr.  McKcihni,  nu.ied  tliat  the  commit 
tee  lise  and  re|iort  the  bill;  wliich  motion  prevailed. 
Finally,  after  a  variety  of  proceedings,  the  question 
arose  on  the  eiigrnss'inent  and  third  reading  of  Ihe 
bill,  when  it  was  rej  'cti  d  by  a  vote  of  .51  yeas  to 
91  nays.  iMr.  Martin,  of  A  iabaina,  L'a\  e  notice  that 
he  woi.ld,  on  Monday,  move  a  r.'eon.si.!.  ra'ion  ol 
the  vote.  And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GnJTin,  the 
i  oust  adjoiirin  d 

Muhdiiij,  .Inly  2.  Alter  a  niuiiber  of  petitions 
and  reports  liad  been  received  and  disposed  of,  sev- 
eral r.soluiions  were  submilted;  all  of  whicli'sl.all 
he  noticed  in  our  next.  The  army  bill  was  next 
taken  up,  the  pending  motions  being,  1st.  lo  recoil 
sider  Ihe  vote  on  engrossment,  and  2d.  to  recommit 
Ihe  bill  with  instruclions.  Alter  a  liii  d' discussion, 
the  previous  question  was  called  and  .=  i-coi,ded 
when  theyeasand  nays  were  ordered  and  the  house 
refused  lo  reconsider.  Yeas  94.  nav  s  9.5.  Finally 
the  qu  slicn  was  taken  on  the  final'  passage  of  Ih'e 
bill,  whfi]  there  appeared  ayes  112.  navs  SO.  So 
the  bill  was  passed  and  relilriud  to  the'seuate  for 
concurrence  in  the  aiiiendmenls. 

Sevi  ral  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice  and 
appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Srrcpunl,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  wliol,.  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Ml  Mason  ol  Va..  in  Ihe  chair)  and  took  up  the 
liarlioi- bill  which  occupied  its  atleiiiion  niiiil  the 
hour  of  recrss. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Alter  recess,  the  CO litt- e  Of  Ihe  whole  pro- 
ceded  w  nil  the  harbor  bill,  which  u  as  discussed  and 
amend  d;  fi-i;illy  ihe  coinmitteM  rose,  report-d  the 
bill  and  amemlments;  and  at  hall  past  tm  o'clock 
the  house  ail|Oi;rin(l. 

T:ie^daii.  .ii,hi  3.  .Mi.  .hlims  vh-hh  d  Ihe  floor  to 
enable  Mr.  .S/,/,/c  lu  nner  a  nsolnton  iaipurin..- 
iido  Ihe  ex|iedieiiev  of  erecting  a  national  loiiii  liv 
at  the  city  ol  Vergennes.  Vl.  Mr.  A.  tlien  resinned 
the  tlonr,  and  consumed  the  inornin  '  honi  in  an  ar- 
gum-iit  against  Ihe  adinisaion  of  T.  xas  inio  ilie 
union. 

The  following  bill  from  Ihe  senate  to  repeal  the 
deposite  act  ol   1^37  was  read: 
A  EiLf.  lo  modify  the  last  dense  of  the  5th  section 

ol  Ihe  denosite  act  of  (be  23d  of  June,  18.36,  aiid 

lor  othi'r  imsposee. 

Be  ilen',clc,/.  ^-c.  That  (he  l.ist  rlinse  of  the  5lh 
section  ol  Ihe  act  enlill.-d  "An  act  to  re-ul.de  the 
depo-ites  ol  Ihe  public  inou-y."  approved  2.3d  June. 
I83fi,  declaiing  that  the  notes  or  bills  ol  no  bank 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  any  d  bt  due  to 
the  United  States,  which  shall,  after  Ihe  41h  day  of 
July,  IS3(i.  issii,,  any  n„l..  or  bill  of  a  less  denoini- 
nation  than  five  dollais.  sliall  be.  and  ihe  same  is 
hereby,  mo.lifi-  ,1,  so  that  the  interdiction  as  to  re- 
cep.tion  of  the  bills  and  notes  shall  continue  against 


Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  first 
twelve  sections  of  the  acl  eniiil  d  "An  ,icl  lo  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  a;. proved 
23d  June,  1.S36,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed except  so  far  as  is  above  provided,  ami  to 
enable  the  Ir.asury  department  lo  collect  any  debts 
which  may  be  due  Growing  from  Ihe  late  deposite 
banks. 

-Mr.  Cainbre?en!:  arose  an.l  delivered  a  .speech  in 
favorol  the  hill.  A  debate  now  arose,  during  whrch 
Mr.  /.pgu;c  moved  that  the  bill  be  ref.-rred  to  the 
coininittee  of  vMiy  s  and  means  and  printed  lor  iii- 
fonuation.  Mr.  Cus/iman  moved  the  pr.  i  ions  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Cuilis  ii;oi  td  a  ca  I  o!  the  house ;  w.  ii  h 
motion  Has  agreed  to.  Alter  some  progre.-s  had 
been  made  in  ihe  call,  Mr.  Hiirltm  inovd  to  sus- 
pend fiirllier  proceedings,  which  was  ultimately 
agreed  lo.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  second- 
ing the  call  for  the  previous  question  which  rt suit- 
ed as  follows:  Ayes  97,  noes  1115.  So  the  call  was 
not  secoiidid,  and  the  house  refused  thereby,  to 
order  the  bill  ;o  its  engiossineiil  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  addressed  the  house  until  the 
hour  of  recess,  in  lavorof  the  hill. 

EVENINC    SESSION. 

Mr  Dvrican  resuined  and  concluded  his  reniaiks, 
in  the  piogress  ol  which  he  was  frequently  called 
to  order. 

Mr,  Leaare  then  wit'alrew  his  inot'on  lo  refer  and 
print,  and  moved  to  stiikeont  the  si  coiid  section. 
This  motion  was.  alter  discussion,  adoplid.  .i^ves 
119.  noes  in.  The  debate  was  now  resun'ed, 
dnii  ig  wl.iih  several  amendments  were  oliend, 
some  of  which  were  adopted— but  wittiout  coming 
to  a  decision  upon  the  bill,  the  house  arljoumi  d. 

Wpdiirsdaii,July  i.  Attersome  biisinessof  minor 
importance  |.a,l  been  Iransacb  d,  the  li(;use  lei-niiifd 
the  sena'e  till  lo  repeal  the  5th  section  of  the  de- 
posite bill  ol  ISSfi,  which  v\as  ordered  to  a  third 
r.  ading.  a=  amended  on  11  olionof  Mr.  Lesare:  .\vis 
179,  noes  33.  It  was  attervvaids  pass.  d.  byaiis 
and  noes:  Ay-s  173,  noes  31.  And,  with  the  se. 
eond  section  stiicken  out,  the  bill  was  leinn  eil  to 
the  senate  lor  concurrence.  The  remainder  i.f  tie 
session  was  occupied  in  eonsideiiiiL'  tlie  haih,  r  bill 
and  with  olhi  r  business,  which  will  be  noticed  in 
our  next. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

The  harbi.ur  bill  was  considered,  and  passed. 
The  bill  to  guard  against  explosions  on  hoard  of 
sli-aniboats  was  also  passed.  The  nost  ( Ifice  bill, 
with  a  nuinher  of  other  bills,  was  passed  Adjourned. 
Thnrsday.  Jvlii  5.  Mr.  .tldiiiis  r.  fumed  his 
siieech  on  the  subject  ol  T  'Xas,  and  addre,s.sed  Ihe 
house  until  Ihe  expiration  of  Ihe  morning  four. 
Mr.  Elmore  moved  lo  suspend  the  rubs  to~enable 
Mr.  A.  to  complete  his  speecli      Nrgaiived. 

The  house  took  up  the  [iidian  annui-y  hill,  which 
w.isdsciissed, amended, and  laidaside  to  ber  p  r'ld 
The  house  n.'xt  took  up  the  Ibrlifi  ation  bill, 
which  was  amended.  The  house  then  took  up  the 
11  ilitiry  academy  bll,  which  was  also  aniemled 
and  laid  aside.  'The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 
ol  certain  hooks  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Cvslnnan  mo- 
ved fn  strike  out  tin-  eiiacliiig  clause.  Ne-alived 
The  bill  wa.s  then  laid  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fi:iinfi.e  Ihe  bill  lo  arranire  Ihe 
sessions,  foe.  of  the  distri;t  court  of  the  noHheiu 
district  ol  New  York,  was  taken  up,  read.  an. I  laid 
aside.  Mr.  Meicer  moved  to  take  up  the  haihonr 
hill,  hut  befure  anv  question  was  taken  Ihe  hour  of 
ricess  ai lived. 

EVENING    SESSIO.V. 

The  poeeediius  of  the  evening  session,  shall 
have  a  jilace  in  our  next. 


CHRONICLE. 
^wful  slorm.  Our  town  was  v  isited  lui  Saturday 
night  witii  one  of  the  most  severe  storms  which  we 
have  ever  witnessed.  It  romnie,  ced  about  8 
o'clock  and  cpntinned  unlilll.iluring  which  liine 
the  liglitniiig  was  incessant,  andso  neartha'  scaice- 
Iv  a  moment  would  elapse  between  the  fl.isli  and 
the  noise  of  the  thunder.  The  rain  came  down  in 
torrents,  and  tlie  wind  hlewa  gale  during  the  lime. 
We  have  tieaid  of  no  injury  which  has  "b.'en  sus- 
tained ill  the  town,  with  theexce|ition  of  one  hofsp 
which  was  slightly  injured  by  the  lightning.  T'  e 
country,  we  fear,  has  not  been  so  foHunatr"  as  the 
vyheat  must  have  been  seriously  injured  by  th..  wind 
and  the  bard  driving  rain.  [Petersburg  Intel. 
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OCJ-Botli  houses  of  congress  ailjoiirii.J  on  Mon- 
day l.isl,  leaving,  as  usual,  a  large  porlion  ol'  busi- 
ness unlinishej.  We  have  emieavored  to  crowd 
into  the  present  slieet  all  ll)at  was  done  in  the  last 
week  ol  the  session,  but  liave  been  relnctaiitty 
coaipelled  to  postpone  a  portion  until  our  next. 
We  have,  howevei,  published  a  list  ol  the  acts  pass- 
ed, 10  which  our  readers  are  referred. 

Most  sincerely  do  we  rejoice  that  the  session  has 
closed,  ajul  our  readers  will  rejoice  with  us — lor  we 
will  now  be  enableil,  instead  of  the  dry  details  of 
le^islaliun,  to  furnish  them  with  useful  and  agreea- 
ble articlei,  and  impart  the   usual  vauety  to  our 


Ba.vks,  currency,  Sec.  The  subjoined  summa- 
ry statemeutof  the  condition  of  the  Balliniorc  banks 
is  taken  from  theautliori/.ed  inontldy  statement  (for 
Jcdy)  prepared  in  conl'oruiity  to  a  law  of  the  last 
legislature. 
A.;gregate  circulation  of  the  12  banks 

in  Baltimore,        -         -         -         §2,139.747.  SS 

Specie, l,14l»,SSj  50 

Loans  and  discounts,         -  -  12,725,400  21 

Dei)0sites,  incliidrng  §971,300  94  by 

tlie  treasurer  of  Maryland,        -         -1 ,314,483  35 


3,35S,234  59 
,  July  11 


Due  to  oilier  banks. 
Due  from  other  banks. 

From  the  Xew  York  Cou 
The  depression  whicli  has  existed  in  the  stock 
market  lur  the  hst  few  days,  continues  to  increase, 
and  transactions  yesterday  were  generally  eliected 
at  prices  showing  a  further  decline.  The  cause  of 
the  present  depression  in  stocks  may  be  allrtbuled 
to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  amount  of  slocks  on 
whicli  advances  have  been  made  bv  the  United 
States  Bank,  may   be  expected   to  be   thrown  into 


and  iitietjuiroci:!  lone,  in  furor  of  an  carhj  rcaninplion 
of  specie  piiynienls,  thai  Ihia  been  iisned  sinee  Ihe 
suspension.  Governor  liitner  has,  in  thi<  matter, 
taken  Ihe  lead,  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will 
honor  him  for  it.  His  proclamaiion  could  not 
have  appeared  at  a  more  opportune  moment. 

The  Pennsylvanian,  commenting  on  Ihe  procla- 
mation, savs:  "The  proclamation  is,  in  fact,  a 
glorious  victory  to  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  forces  of  irredeemable  federalism  and  anti-uia- 
sonry  are  compelled  to  abandon  the  ground  they 
have  occupied  for  more  than  a  year.  Their  rag 
banner  is  struck!" 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazelle  of  yesterday  has 
the  following  paragra]>h: 

Banks.  We  understand  that  Ihe  banks  of  the 
city  have  agreed  to  settle  all  balances  between 
Ihemselves  on  the  first  of  August;  and  after  that 
time,  no  interest  will  be  paid  or  received  by  any 
of  them,  lor  balances  due  by  one  to  the  other. 

The  Pennsylvania  United  Slates  Bank  no  longer 
i«sue.^  Ihe  bills  ol  the  old  United  Slates  Bank,  but 
her  own.  [P/iilad.  Herald. 

From  Ihe  N.  Y.  Exj'rcis,  July  13.  Since  the  ad- 
journinenl  of  congress,  and  the  consequent  certainly 


3,333,9I!2  43    ,|,^t  that  body  can  do  no  more  mischief,  Ihe  spirit  and 


commercial  feeling  of  business  men  begin  to  re- 
cover: and  were  it  not  for  the  oppressiye  hot  wealher 
and  the  general  langour  attendant  on  a  heat  of  90 
degrees  and  upwards,  we  have  no  doubt  there  would 
be  quite  a  revival.  As  it  is,  the  three  banking  in- 
slilnlions  that  we  have  alluded  to  below  are  rapidly 
advancing.  To  these  three  may  be  added  the  branch 
of  the  United  Stales  bank,  making  a  fourth,  and 
which  will  probably  be  in  operation  quite  as  so<in 
aslheotheis.     The  following  are  the  parliculais  of 


the  market,  in  the  event   of  a  general    resumption    the  various  institutions: 
of  specie  payments   taking  place   at  Phifadelphia,  I      First.     There  is  the  great   establishment  which  il 
and  tlie  curtailment  of  money  accoininodalions  which  !  is  intended  to  increase  some  30  or  40  millions.     11 
would  no  doubt  follow  such  resumption.     No  ina- 1  lias  two  millions  already  subscribed,  and   will  com- 
terial  change  in  the  price  of  United   States  Bank    mence  operations  with'tliis  sum,  and  then  enlarge, 
stock  has  taken  place.  The  second  is  the  Mechanics'   association.     This 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.   Gazette  of  Thursday  has    company  will  probably   be  organized  first.     The  di- 
tbe  following:  rectors,  twenty-one  in  number,  are   already  chosen, 

Mecling  of  the  banks.     At  a  meeting  of  the  asso-    stock  subscribed,  and  every  thing  is  in  a  fair  way  ol 
ciated  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,    commencing. 

held  on  Wednesd.iy  evening,  11th  iiist ,  Di'.  Dnnlap.  |  The  thin!  is  an  association  of  dry  goods  merchants 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  recommend  proper]  and  grocers,  together  with  large  capitalists.  The 
measures    for  the  early  and  general  resumption  of !  trustees  are  already  chosen. 

specie  [laymenls.  presented  a  report,  which,  with  |  The  fourth  is  the  Uniteil  States  branch,  which  will, 
the  following  resolutions,  was  adopted  by  the  board,  i  we  learn,  be  under  the  principal  control  of  Morris 
viz:  I  Robinson,  a  gentleman   who  probably   combines  a 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  of  Boston,   Providence,    greater  degree  of  confidence  and  banking  experience, 
Balliinoie  and  Richmond,  and  such  others  as  the  time    than  that  of  any  other  individual. 
admit  of,  be  invited  lo  meet  the  tranlcs  of  Phihidel- 1      This  is  p.icket   day.     The   rate   of  exchange   is 


pliia  in  co.iveiition  in  this  city,  on  Monday,  the  23d 
instant,  to  consult  upon  the  measures  to  be  adopted 
for  an  early  and  simultaneous  resumption  o(  specie 
payuienis 

Jiesolaed,  That  the  commit  tee  be  instructed  to 
communicate  this  resolution  to  the  banks  in  question, 
and  lo  make  the  necessary  arrangetnenls  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention. 

it  was  also  resolued.  That  it  he  recommended  to 
the  several  t)anks  of  the  city  and  districts,  to  appoint 
oae  or  more  delegates  to  represent  them  in  this  cou- 
venlioii. 

The  as.?ociation  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

On  our  last  page  «e  have  published  the  proclama- 
tion of  governor  Ritncr  of  Pennsylvania,  requiiins; 
the  banks  in  that  state  to  resiirne  specie  payments  in 
full  on  the  13th  of  August  next.  It  has  dillused 
much  joy  through  that  community,  as  will  be  seen 
by  Ihe  lollowiiig  paiagra|)hs: 

From  Ihe  V.  S.  Gazelle,  July  13. 

Governor''s  iiroclnmalion.  In  another  part  of  this 
paper,  will  be  found  a  proclamation  from  grjvernor 
Rither,on  tlie  subjectof  the  banks  of  this  common- 
weallh's  resuming  specie  payments  on  the  thirleenlh 
of  .August  next.  The  document  is  an  able  and 
patriotic  production;  one  that  will  be  received  with 
joy  by  our  ci'izens  generally. 

From  :he  PhJaildphia  Inquirer.  July  13. 

We  never  gave  place  to  a  public  document  with 
more  pleasure  than  the  following.  It  will,  we  ven- 
ture to  predict,  be  received  with  a  burst  of  enthu- 
siastic approbation,  not  only  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  from  one   section  of  the  country  to  the 


fixed  al  IDS  1-2  on  London.     This    is  a  shade  lower 
than  by  the  last  packet.     No   alteration   on  France. 
The  amount  of  business  ilone  was  quite  limited. 
Statement  of  the  Dank  of  England  up  to  May  29. 
Liabililics.  Jisets. 

Circulation   £19,018,000     Securities  £22,613,000 
Deposite  10,786,000     Bullion  9,806,000 


29,804,000 


32,451,000 


Late  fro.m  Europe.  The  packet  ship  Sully, 
at  New  York,  brings  Paris  dates  to  the  1st,  and 
Havre  to  the  2d,  June,  both  inclusive. 

A  line  of  steam  packels  between  Havre  and 
New  York  is  spoken  of  in  the  Havre  papers. 

Kxgoveinor  Tacon  had  arrived  at  Boadeaux 
from  Havana. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  construct  a  rail  road 
from  Paris  lo  the  Belgian  frontier. 

Haytien  co.nmissioners  were  received  with  atten- 
tion at  Pari.'  A  dinner  was  given  them  on  the 
29th  of  May  , '  y  M.  Dutrone,one  of  the  founders  of 
the  french  abotrtmn  society,  at  which  were  present 
Messrs.  P.issy,  Odillon  Barrot,  Las  Casas,  llemu- 
sat,  and  other  ilistinguished  politicians.  Amongihe 
decorations  of  the  room  were  the  national  flag  ol 
Hayti,  and  the  portraits  of  Boyer  and  Petion.  The 
coinmisioners  returned  thanks  for  the  honors  paid 
them,  in  language  says  the  conslilutional,  equally 
dignified  and  patriotic. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  had  arrived  at  Berlin,  and 
bestowed    promotion   on    Colonel    the    prince    ol 


Orange,  raising  him  to  the  rank  of  general  in  the 
other.     It  t'i  the  first  executive  message  of  a  decided    Russian  service. 
Vol.  LIV.— Sic.  20. 


.\  fincstea  uboat  is  now  plying  regularly  between 
Havre  and  St.  Petershugh,  touching  at  t'openha- 
gen.  She  commenced  her  trips  on  the  1st  June. 
The  passage  is  made  in  5  or  6  days,  so  that  a  tra- 
v(  Her  may  leave  Paris  on  Monday,  and  on  the  next 
Monilay  be  in  the  capil.il  of  Russia. 

The  Paris  papers  mention  considerable  move- 
ments of  troops  to  the  northern  frontier,  where 
much  clissatisfaclion  appears  to  exist  in  portions  of 
Ihe  duchy  of  Luxemburg — those  portions  which  it 
is  supposed  wid  be  assigned  to  Holland.  The  tri- 
colored  flag  has  been  raised  in  several  villages,  and 
the  Prussi:;n  troops  are  said  to  have  interposed 

The  government  steamer  Pheaton  irrivcd  at 
Havre  on  the  1st  ol  June,  there  to  await  the  orders 
of  marshal  Soult.  II  was  to  convey  the  marshal 
and  his  suite  to  London  to  attend  the  coronation. 

Canada  frontier.  From  the  (ilobc  of  Friday 
night.  The  humane  and  judicious  arrangement 
made  by  the  government  with  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men ol  the  Cherokee  nation,  ami  the  prudent, 
prompt,  and  energetic  measures  of  general  Scott 
having  secured  the  peaceful  execution  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  quiet  removal  of  the  Indians  to  their  new 
homes  in  the  west,  tv\o  regiments  of  artillery  have 
been  ordered  north,  to  be  stationed  on  the  Canada 
frontier;  which,  together  with  the  new  regiment 
now  organizing  under  colonel  Worth,  who  has  al- 
ready passed  on  to  Saekelt's  Harbor,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  prove  sutficient  eHectiially  to  aid  the  well- 
disposed  inhabitants  of  the  border  ta  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

The  Quebec  Gazelle  of  the  6th  inst.  contains  a 
proclamation  issued  by  lord  Durham  on  tlie  .fd.  revo- 
king the  proclamation  issued  by  lord  Goslord, 
in  which  rewanis  were  ollered  for  the  apprehension 
of  Messrs.  Papineau,  Blown  and  others,  their  ap- 
prehension being  no  longer  requisite  for  the  ends  of 
justice. 

His  lordship  has  also  organized  a  court  of  appeals, 
the  members  of  which  are  Mr.  Sewell,  chief  justice, 
of  Quebec  Mr.  chief  justice  Reid,  of  Montreal, 
Messrs  justices  Panet,  R<dland  and  Vallieres  de  St. 
Real,  and  Mr.  .Arthur  Buller,  barrister  at  law,  ihese 
gentlemen  liavini  been  added  to  the  executive  coun- 
cil lor Ihe  purpose. 

Lord  Durham  was  to  hold  a  levee  at  Montreal  on 
Monday.  The  court  of  king's  bench  at  Quebec  has 
awarded  ,*100  damages  to  Dr.  O'Callaghan,  for  a 
public  horse  whipping  inflicted  by  thrt  hands  of  a 
Mr.  Doyle. 

General  Wool,  accompanied  by  major  Gra- 
ham, of  the  United  Sta'es  army,  J.'  E.  Johnson, 
engineer,  and  general  James  Irish,  of  Gorham,  ar- 
rived in  this  city  on  Friday;  and  we  understand 
they  are  to  leave  to-morrow  morning  lor  Moose 
Head  lake,  where  it  is  expeclcil  one  or  more  sites 
lor  military  posts  will  be  selected.  Thence  they 
will  go  down  the  St.  Croix,  and  perhaps  the  Penob- 
scot, where  other  sites  will  be  selected  lor  the  same 
purpose,  if  judged  necessary.  The  posts,  we  fur- 
ther learn,  are  to  be  immediately  established. 

[Bangor  IVhig. 

Maine.  The  follow  ing  is  the  reply  of  Mr.  Fair- 
field to  Ihe  letter  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  democratic  state  convention  to  inform  hira  of 
his  nomination  for  the  olhcc  of  governor: 

ir,ij/if>i{r(on,  June  27,  1833. 

Gentlemen  :  By  your  letter  received  this  diy,  I 
am  informed  that,  at  a  convention  of  democratic 
republicans  assembled  at  Augusta,  on  the  20th 
instant.  I  was  unanimously  nominated  as  a  candi- 
date lor  the  olfice  of  goveror  of  .Maine.  Fortius 
mark  of  the  favorable  regard  of  those  with  whom 
it  has  been  my  honor  as  well  as  pleasure  to  be  po- 
litically associated,  I  feel  grateful;  and  whatever 
mav  have  b'-en  my  views  and  wishes  upon  this 
subject,  heretofore  so  often  expressed  to  my 
friends.  I  do  not,  under  all  the  cicumslances  of  this 
nomination,  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  it. 

.\ccept,    gentlemen,    lor  yourselves    personally, 
and  for  those  whose  organ  upon  Ihi.-  occasion  you 
are,  the  profound  respect  and  esteem  of 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Fairfield. 

Messrs.  Albert  Smith.  Levi  J.  Ham.  Amos 
Nourse,  M.  L.  Hill,  Ed.  S.  Jarvis,  Committee. 
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MST  OF  ACTS, 
Passed  at  the  2d  session  of  Vie  25th  congress,  begun 
on  the  first  Monday  ih  December,  1837,  and  ended 
on  the  kh  day  of  July,  183S. 

To  change  the  time?  of  holding  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  the  7lh  circuit. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  -An  act  lor  the  appoint- 
ment ol  coniiiiissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  re- 
servations of  land  under  the  14lh  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians." 

To  prevent  the  obaleinent  ol  suits  and  actions 
now  pending,  in  which  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  [iiay  be  a  party. 

To  abolish  the  circuit  court  of  Ilunlsville,  in  the 
state  ol  Alabama,  and  for  other  pur|)Oses. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  District  of  Columbia." 

To  re-orgonize  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  state  of  IVlississippi. 

To  divide  the  territory  of  Wi.^consin,  and  to  estab- 
lish the  territorial  government  ol  Iowa. 

To  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

To  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cor- 
rect a  mistake  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  money 
into  the  treasury  awarded  to  Fortesque  Whittle, 
under  the  late  treaty  with  Fiance. 

To  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin  fjr  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a 
canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  llock  river. 

To  provide  lor  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  steamboats. 

To  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin. 

To  restrain  the  circulation  of  small  note?  as  a  cur- 
rency in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 
Granting  half-pay  to  certain  widows. 
To  establish   a  criminal   court  in   the  District  of 
Columbia. 

To  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands,  per- 
iniited  to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the  tract  had 
been  olfered  at  public  sale. 

To  establish  a  new  collection  district  in  the  state 
of  Mississippi. 

To  refund  to  the  Georgia  Railroad  an.l  Banking 
Company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad  iron. 

To  refund  certain  duties  upon  railroad  iron,  paid 
by  the  J\ew  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company. 
To  prevent    the    issuing  and    circulation   of  the 
bills,  notes,   and   other   securities   of  corporatio 
created  by  acts  of  congress  which  iiave  exjiired. 

To  remit  or  refund  duties  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Susqiiehannah  Railroad  Company  upon  certain  im- 
portations of  iron  made  by  them  lor  the  use  of  their 
railroad. 

To  lefund  to  the  Newcastle  andFrenchtown  Turn- 
pike and  Railroad  Company  certain  duties  paid  by 
them  upon  iron  imported  for  the  construction  ol 
their  railroad. 

To  encourage  the  introduction  and  promote  the 

cultivation  of  tropical   plants   in  the  United  States. 

To  grant  to  Cherokee  county,   Ala.,  the  tract  ol 

land  on  which  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  has 

been  located. 

To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  United  States 
circuit  court  in  the  district  of  Maryland. 

To  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  bonds  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

To  establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  states 
of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

To  authorize  vessels  bound  for  the  ports  of  Mexi- 
co, and  prevented  from  completing  their  voyages, 
ill  consequence  of  the  existing  blockade  of  those 
ports,  to  enter  und  store  their  cargoes  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States. 

To  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records, 
and  seal  of  the  United  States',  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

To  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  city  of  Alexandria. 

To  authorize  the  issue  of  patents  to  the  last  bona 
fide  transferee  of  reservations  under  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  Creek  tribe  of 
Indians,  which  was  concluded  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1831. 

Exempting  from  duty  the  coal  which  may  be  on 
board  of  steamboats  or  vessels  propelhHl  by  steam 
on  their  arrival  at  any  port  in  the  United  Slates. 

To  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands. 

To  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  state  of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin. 


To  authorize  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  , 
to  cause  the  public  vessels  to  cruize  upon  the  coast 
in  the  winter  season,  and  to  relieve  distressed  navi- 
[alors. 

To  create  the  office  oi  surveyor  of  public  lands 
n  Wisconsin  teiritorj'.  1 

To  estalflish  two  additional  land  offices  in  that 
part  of  Wisconsin  territory  west  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi. 

To  ratify  and  confirm  certain  official  acts  of  John 
Pope,  late  governor  of  Arkansas. 

Authorizing  the  appointment  of  persons  to  test 

tlie  uselulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and  render 

fe  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against  explosions. 

To  amend  and  extend  the  charterof  the  Franklin 

Insurance  company. 

To  authorize  the  commissioner  of  the  patent  of- 
fice to  issue  a  patent  to  James  Smith. 

To  authorize  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  southern  boundary  line  ol  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin  to  be  asceitaiued  and  marked. 

Making  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the 
great  raft  of  Red  river. 

To  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  olhtr  properly  lost  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Making  appropriations  for  building  light  boats, 
beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  making  surveys  for  the 
year  1838. 

To  amend  an  act  authorizing  the  secretary  of 
war  to  establish  a  pension  agency  in  the  lovvn  of 
Decatur,  in  tlie  state  of  Alabama,  and  to  provide 
lor  the  payment  ol  certain  pensioners  in  the  said 
town  of  Decatur. 

To  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of 
the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  present  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  approved 
July  5,  1838. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  persons  to  test  the 
usefulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and  render  safe 
the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against  exjdosions;" 
approved  June  28,  1838." 

Authorizing  the  printing  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
of  the  United  Slates  lor  the  year  1838. 

Milking  appropriations  lor  the  current  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
the  fullilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1838. 

To  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  cer- 
tain rivers,  and  for  other  jiurposes,  during  the  year 
1838. 

To  provide  for  the  support  of  the  military  acade- 
my of  the  United  States  for  1838,  and  (or  other 
purposes. 

To  provide  for  paying  certain  pensions  at  Tusca- 
loosa, in  Ihe  state  of  Alabama. 

To  confirm  the  act  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Florida,  incorporating  the  Floiida  Peninsula  rail- 
road and  steamboat  company,  and  grantingthe right 
of  way  to  said  company  through  the  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

To  establish  a  new  judicial  district  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

INlakinj  appropriation  for  the  compilation  of  the 
laws  of  Florida. 

To  increase  and  regulate  the  terms  of  Ihe  circuit 
district  courts  for  the  northern  district  of  the  state 
of  New  York. 

For  Ihe  erection  of  a  court-house  in  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

To  reorganize  the  legislative  council  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in  the 
territory  of  Florida. 

To  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon 
to  the  general  land  office. 

I'o  establish  certain  post  routes  and  to  discon- 
tinue others. 

To  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the 
state  of  New  York  for  the  services  of  her  militia. 

To  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  near  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
in  Ohio. 

To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  spring  term 
of  Ihe  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stalls  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  Slates  lor  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, directed  by  law  to  be  held  in  Richmond. 

To  restore  circuit  jurisdiction  to  the  district 
courts  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 

Making  an  appropriation  for  the  protection  of 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  Stales. 

To  require  the  judge  oflhe  district  court  of  East 
and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  a  court  at  Jackson,  in 
said  state. 


To  secure  the  pa}'meiit  of  certain  coiumissiona 
on  duty  bonds  to  the  collecto.-s  oflhe  customs. 

Making  a  partial  appropriation  lor  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  lor  1836. 

Supplementary  to  an  act  entitltd  "An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  Unitid  Slates,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  therein  mentioned,"  approved  20lh  April,  1818. 
To  direct  the  transfer  of  money  remaining  un- 
claimed by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorizine  the 
payment  of  the  same  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Making  appropriations  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  lor  the  year  1838,  and  for 
arrearages  lor  the  year  1837 

To  carry  into  eliecl  an  actap])roved  the  12lh  day 
of  October  last,  "To  authorize  the  issuing  of  trea- 
sury notes." 

Making  an  appropriation  for  completing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Wisconsin. 

Making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
army  lor  1838. 

In  relation  tn  the  orphans'  court  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  ol  Coliinibia. 

To  extend  the  charter  ol  Ihe  Union  Bank  of 
Gforgetoun,  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolution  in  favor  of  the  aulliorilies  of  the  city 
of  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 

Resolution  autliorizing  the  commissioner  of  pub- 
lic buildings  to  remove  the  walls  of  the  burnt  post 
office  building. 

Makin;;  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  government  for  1838. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
1838. 

Making  appropriations  for  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1838. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Cumberland  road 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

To  coiiliniie  in  lorce  an  act  therein  mentioned 
relating  to  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

To  provide  for  Ihe  payment  ol  Ihe  annuities 
which  will  become  due  and  payable  to  the  Great 
and  Little  Osages  in  the  year  1838,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

To  repeal  certain  provisoes  of  "  An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," approved  the  14th  July,  1832. 

To  amend  the  act  for  quieting  possessions,  en- 
rolling conveyances,  and  securing  Ihe  estates  of 
purchasers  v\ithin  the  District  of  Columbia,  passed 
May  31,  1S32. 

For  Ihe  benefit  of  Calvert  county,  Md. 

For  the  relief  of  Ihe  legal  representatives  of  Pa- 
trick Gibboney. 

For  the  reliel  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Coggswell. 

Concerning  a  seminary  of  learning  in  Ihe  terri- 
to  of  Wisconsin. 

Authorizing  the  commissioner  of  the  patrnt 
office  to  issue  patents  to  Angier  March  Perkins 
and  to  John  Howard  Kyaii. 

Directing  the  pnslniasti  r  general  to  settle  the 
claim  ol  Hard  8i  Loiigslreet. 

For  the  relief  of  Ihe  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Fisher,  deceased;  of  Mary  A.  Patrick. 

To  authorize  Chas.  Day,  ol  Macon,  and  James 
R.  Butts,  of  Columbus,  In  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  W.  W.  Fry,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  to  import 
liee  of  duties  three  iron  steamboats,  suited  to  the 
navigation  of  rivers. 

To  revive,  with  amendments,  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  medical  society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

For  the  relief  of  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney. 

For  the  benefit  of  Ihe  v\idows  of  certain  revolu- 
tionaiy  officers  and  soldiers. 

For  the  reliel  of  Daniel  T.  Patterson;  of  M. 
Gelslon,  executor  of  David  Gelslon;  ol  the  children 
and  heirs  of  lieut.  colonel  Henry  Irwin,  deceased; 
oflhe  heirs  at  law  of  Joshua  Fanning,  deceased; 
oflhe  legal  representatives  of  capt,  Charles  Siiead; 
of  Ihe  legal  representatives  of  John  B.  Ashe;  of 
the  heirs  of  Deborah  Gannett,  a  soldier  of  the  re. 
volution;  of  John  McClellan;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Sawney  Yoik,  deceased. 

Granting  a  pension  to  James  M.  Edwards. 

For  the  relief  of  James  H.  Bradford. 

For  the  benefit  of  Tandy  Walker. 

For  Ihe  relief  of  Joseph  Prescolt. 

For  Ihe  sellleinent  of  the  accounts  of  Richard 
Harrison,  late  consular  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  Spain. 

Grantinu  a  pension  to  Sarah  Barney,  widow  of 
Samuel  Barney,  late  of  Connecticut. 

For  the  relief  ol  James  Boyrl;  of  Thomas  Frazer. 

Granting  a  pension  to  John  M.  Jewell. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Jost.  Deilz,  ol  New  York; 
of  Lewis  Hatch;  of  Sarah  Pemberton;  of  Joseph 
Saimonds;  of  Noah  Chittenden;  of  William  Collins; 
of  Nicholas  Verplast. 
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James  Withcrall ;   of  the   legal  representatives   oC 
Henry  Morlit,  deceased  ;  ol  llie  heirs  of  inaj.'r  I'etcr 
of  the  heirs  of   Helphensleitj. 

Uranling  a  pension  to  David  Gilinore  ;  of  captain 
Samuel  Warren;  of  Michael  Cassel ;  of  JohnSpit- 
lalhum;  of  the  heirs  ol  lieutenant  Wni.  Uu>svvurni, 
deceased  ;  ol  Philip  Jleviere  and  his  lei;.il  repiescn- 
lalives ;  of  the  heirs  of  Ur.  Thomas  Carter,  drc^as- 
id;  of  the  le;;al  representatives  of  Daniil  Duval, 
deceased;  of  Ann  S.  Heilnian  ;  of  Moses  Van  Cam- 
pen. 


Granting  a  pension  to  Phebe  Champe,  of  Frank 
lin  county,  Ohio. 

For  the  relief  of  Aaron  Tucker 
Wm.B.  Huntin-. 

For  the  rcliel  of  the  h^gal  representatives  of  Doc- 
tor Will.  Johonnot,  deceased. 

For  the  relief  of  tile  heirs  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Richard  Campbell. 

Directing  the  commissioner  of  public  lands  to  as- 
certain the  quantity  ol  land  cov.red  by  grants  made 
to  Anthony  Sliane  and  Louis  Godfrey,  in  section 
16,  township  4  soutli,  range  2  east,  in  Lima  land 
district,  Ohio,  and  its  value. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  ".\n  act  for  the  relict 
of  Raphael  Pane  and  Elias  Arnold;"  of  J.  A  Flem- 
ing; of  James  Barrett;  ol  the  legal  representatives 
of  Timothy  Feely, deceased, late  alieulenant  in  the 
ariry  of  the  revolution;  of  Crawford  Johnson;  o( 
the  legal  representalivesof  Win.  Hooker  Smith,  de- 
ceased ;  ol  the  children  and  heirs  at  Ian-  ol  John 
Chillon,  deceased. 

To  aulhorize  the  payment  of  the  seven  years' 
hall  pay  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  servi- 
ces of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  deceased. 

For  the  r..-lief  of  the  administrator  of  Wharton 
Quark's,  deceased;  of  John  .\.  Peterson,  ex.  cutor 
of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  John  .\.  Peterson, 
deceased;  of  .V.  Querlier  &  Albert,  of  New  Or- 
leans; of  Ric!iard  Frisby;  of  Samuel  Potter  and 
James  Cassidey,  of  Wihmngion,  N.  C. 

Ceding  to  the  state  of  Oiiio  the  interest  of  the 
United  Stales  in  a  certain  rond  within  that  state. 

For  tlie  relief  of  Gr.itia  Ray;  of  Benjamin  B. 
Dowa  ;  of  B>njaniin  Durfee;  of  James  Say  re  ;  of 
William  A.  Whitehead. 

To  authorize  the  payinentof  the  seven  years'  hall 
pay  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  ol 
John  McClrlland,  dece.ised. 

For  th.'  relitl  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Dan- 
iel Willi.iins,  deceased  ;  of  the  representatives  of 
colonel  .\nthony  Watson  While  ;  of  Isaac  Gale  ;  of 
Oliver  Dorsett. 

To  authorize  the  commissioner  of  pensions  to 
cause  the  unpaid  pension  of  captain  liobert  Laird, 
of  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  be  paid  to  his  executor. 

For  the  relief  ol  Letitia  Crane. 

Granting  a  pension  to  Co/Iin  Sanborn  ;  of  Moses 
E  hi  red. 

To  authorize  William  Delesdernicr  to  draw  the 
arrearages  of  pension  due  the  late  Lewis  F.  Delcs- 
dernier  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Granting  a  pension  to  Daniel  H.  Crockett. 

For  the  relief  of  Miller  Francis  ;  ol  Henry  Bar- 
ton ;  of  Henry  Chandler;  of  Cliaiies  Vattier. 

To  amend  the  act  entilled  "  An  act  fur  Ihe  relief 
of  James  Steele,"  approved  2Slh  June,  1SS6. 

To  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  land  granted 
to  llie  Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb. 

For  the  reliefof  Joseph  Neibert;  ofSamuelMil- 
ligaii ;  of  John  Hoilinjsworlh  ;  of  Win.  James 
Aaions;  of  Wm.  Wall^er ;  of  Joel  Chandler;  of 
James  .\.  Williams;  of -\braham  Wood.ill ;  of  Neil 
iticXeil ;  of -Vmos  Thompson;  of  Solomon  Kelch- 
am  ;  of  Anna  West;  of  Simeon  Smith;  of  Frede- 
rick Hill;  of  Christopher  Dennison  ;  of  Josiah 
Clarke  ;  id  Thomas  West ;  of  Brady  True  Jipson  ; 
of  Daniel  Rardon  ;  ol  Charles  Collin  :  of  St-th  Whit- 
ney ;  of  Catharine  Rollins,  alias  C.  Mosely  ;  ol 
Primus  H.dl,  alias  Trask  ;  of  James  McFarland; 
of  Robert  Casey  ;  of  Leonard  l.,o()mis  ;  ol  Eli  East- 
man ;  of  Robert  Dick.'V.  of  New  York;  of  Samuel 
Sanderson;  of  Jesse  E'.  Dow  ;  of  Edward  Burgess; 
of  John  McCin  ly.  deceased  ;  of  Benjamin  H.  Mack- 
all;  of  James  J.  Pattison;  of  Daniel  Dir\  is ;  of 
J.iines  Bal<er ;  of  Joseph  Hall;  of  Jonathan  Davis  ; 
of  Albion  T.  Crow;  of  Wllliani  R.Taylor,  aduiin- 
i'tralor  of  Jonathan  Taylor;  of  the  l.'iral  represen- 
tatives of  Thos.  W.  Bicot,  of  Charlestan,  S.  C. ;  of 
Allen  R.  Moore;  of  Elias  Johns  ;  of  Jaraes  McMa- 
hon  ;  of  Sarah  Murphy;  of  .\braham  Lansing;  of 
Thomas  J.Lawler  and  Smith  M.  Miles;  of  John 
Krepps  :  of  Presley  O.  Baiinon;  ol  Francis  Gaidi- 
ner;  ol  B-njamin  Moocrs;  of  Eli  Horlon  ;  of  John 
M.  Oliver;  of  Christopher  Clark  ;  of  Philip  Mar- 
shall, for  hi  uiself  and  Ihe  heirs  of  John  Marshall ;  ol  j  house  to  II,.  „...  .« -  .   ...^  , 

Ciirlls  Griihb;  of  John  B.  Perkins;  of  William  |  tahlishmeni  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  piir- 
Eidus  ;  nf  Hannah  Biihlong  ;  of  Rnbt  Peeblesand  j  poses,  repoited  Ihe  same,  and  recommended  a  con- 
John  Graham  ;  of  the  adm'r  of  Edward  Duval;  of;  ciirreiice  therein. 

John  P.  Austin  and  Edward  N.  Naylor;  of  Alex- j  Mr.  Pierce,  thoush  friendly  to  an  increase  of  the 
nnilerG.  Morsan;  of  Jonathan  Elliot';  ofjohn  Wil-  i  arinv,  was  decirtediv  opposed  to  some  of  Ihe  piovi- 
6on;  ofDoct.  David  H.  Maxwell;  of  Thomas  Ty- 1  sion's  of  Ihe  hill,  arid  addressed  Ihe  senate  at  some 
ner  p(  111;  of  Melancthon  T.  Woolsey  ;  of  James  length  denouncing  them  as  invidious,  unequal,  and 
L.  Kenner;  of  H.  W.  Russell ;  of  Freeman  Brndy  ;  unjust  to  officers  in  the  line,  and  partial  to  those  ol 
of   William    Thorp;    of  James    Callan ;    of  Hugh    the  stall'. 

McDonal.l  ;  of  D.  W.  Haley  :  ol  Anna  W,  John-  ,  Mr.  Crillemleii  also  spoke  against  the  provisions, 
eon;  of  Robert  Key  worth  ;  of  Winthiop  Sears;  ofi  and  said  that  Ihe  onlv  way  to  arrest  these  abuses 
Moses  Merrill,  fisherman,  of  schooner  Fortune;  of  I  was  to  rejrct  the  bill  itself,  which  had  belter  be 
Jospph  Deshichls  ;  of  Thomas  Gushing  ;  of  Isaac  j  altogether  Inst  tlian  that  such  iniustiee  should  be 
Wellborn,  jr.  and  William  Wellborn  ;  of  the  heirs  '  done.  He  enumerated  at  length  those  abuses  which 
of  Nathan  Peter  and  William  Adams,  deceased  ;  of  I  a|)peari  d  to  him  most  glaring  in  their  effects. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND    SESSIO.V SENATE. 

July  4.  The  CAiiir  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  contain- 
ing a  statement  from  Mr.  Hassler  in  relation  to 
weights  and  measures.  Head  and  referred  to  the 
coinuiillee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  present  a  memorial,  which  was 
not  very  numerously  but  very  respectably  signed 
by  the  citizens  of  Westmoreland  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  C.  said  it  was  stated  that,  if  lime  had 
been  allowed,  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens  of  that 
county  would  have  signed  it.  The  memorial  pro- 
tests against  the  adoption  of  the  snb-lreasury  .'^ys 
tem,  and  asks,  earnestly  asks,  that  a  bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  established.  The  memorial 
(Mr.  C.  said)  was  drawn  with  more  than  usual  acu- 
men, and  showed  that  Ihe  signers  had  a  full  knowl- 
edge  of  all  llie  advanlages  to  be  derived  from  such 
an  instiliilion.  He  could  not  resist  Ihe  pleasure  of 
reading  a  short  extract  to  the  senate: 

".\  national  bank  we  believe  to  be  the  only  true, 
proper,  certain,  safe,  efficient,  practical,  and  prac- 
ticable measure  to  remedy  the  distressrs  of  the 
connlry,  and  to  supply  it  with  a  permanent,  uni- 
form, and  universal  medium  of  circula  ion  and  ex- 
change. Its  f  Hiciency  has  been  tried,  anil  why 
should  we  doubt  il?  Experience  has  proved  its 
utility,  and  why  should  we  refuse  to  be  eoverned 
by  ils  light?  And  our  distresses,  when  deprived  of 
it,  have  been  f-lt  from  one  extremity  of  the  union 
to  the  other.  Should  we  not  be  admoni-^hed  by 
these  fads?  Should  we  obstinately  resist  the  in- 
tluence  of  these  overwheluiing  truths;" 

It  will  be  recollected  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  West- 
moreland gave  birth  to  Ihe  father  of  his  country, 
which  he  lliought  enlithd  it  to  more  than  ordinary 
respi  ct.  The  ineuioral  was  signed  by  persons 
chiefly  agricultural,  and,  no  doubt,  would  have  been 
sent  to  one  of  Ihe  two  senators  from  that  state,  for 
whom  the  signers  entertained  threat  respect;  but  as 
ihey  were  known  to  entertain  sentiments  not  very 
fiiendly  to  such  an  institution,  they  IhouL'ft  it  best 
to  transmit  il  through  a  dilferent  organ.  He  would 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  w  hich 
motion  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Rifcs,  from  Ihe  commiltec  on  naval  affairs, 
reportcil  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  captain  Jcliii 
Downs,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  C/((i/.  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  report,  d  "the  bill  confirming  Cfrt^in 
entries  of  public  lands,  permitted  to  be  made  by 
registers  and  receivers  of  land  districts,  under  Ihe 
belief  that  Ihe  tract  had  been  offered  at  public  sale." 
which  had  been  received  from  the  house  with 
amendments,  and  recommended  a  concurience 
therein;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  (Ka// from  the  committee  on  the  library,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  Madison  papers,  repoited  Ihe  same,  wi'n  an 
amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
orderetl  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  ll'/iile.  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  house  "to  repeal  a  part  of 
the  second  sei  lion  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  Ihe  department  of  In- 
dian affairs,"  with  an  amendment.  On  this  bill 
and  amendment  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
While,  Lyon,  TV/ilon,  and  others,  took  part,  when 
the  bill  and  auiendment  were  ordered  to  a  third 
re-6i.inz- 

Mr.  lienton,  from   the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  whom  were  referred  Ihe  amendments  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  present  military  es- 


Mr.  Benlun  explained  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and 
contended  Ihat  while  it  bore  on  ils  face  a  great  ap- 
parent increase  of  expenditure,  il  woulil  in  fact  be 
a  means  of  saving  to  Ihe  government. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  conrnrring 
in  the  ainendnient  of  Ihe  house  of  representatives, 
it  was  earned  in  Ihe  ollirinative;  when 

Mr.  licn'on  oblained  leave,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, lo  bring  in  a  tupplemeiital  bill;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  as  follows: 

lie  il  enacted.  Sfc.  Thai  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
sup|)lemenl  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  ex- 
plain! d,  limited,  and  modified  as  follows: 

Fist.  Nothing  contained  in  said  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  allow  to  any  allicer  additional  ra- 
tions lor  lime  past,  cominonl)  called  back    rations. 

Second.  The  posts  at  which  chaplains  shall  be 
allowed  shall  be  limited  lo  the  niimher  of  Iwenly, 
and  shall  be  fust  approved  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  shall  be  confined  to  places  most  destitute  of  in- 
stniclion. 

'I'hird.  That  so  much  of  said  act  as  requires  as- 
sistant qiiarlerinasli  is  lo  be  separated  from  Ihe  line, 
shall  be,  and  tin'  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Fourth.  That  Ihe  number  of  li.'Hteiianls  aiilhor- 
iz.il  by  said  act  lo  be  add.'d  and  translerreil  lo  the 
ordnance  deparlmenl  shall  be  limited  to  Iwehe. 

Filth.  Thai  Ihe  monthly  pay  of  a  private  sol- 
dier, raised  by  said  act  lo  eight  dollars,  shall  be 
limited  and  fixed  at  seven  dollars  a  month;  one  dol- 
lar thereof  shall  be  retained,  as  provided  for  in  said 
act. 

Sixth.  That  no  compensalion  shall  be  allowed 
to  ollicers  of  Ihe  engineer  depaitmeni  for  dishur.se- 
menls  of  public  money,  while  superintending  pub- 
lic woiks. 

Sevenlh.  That  the  three  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence, aiilhoriz.d  by  said  act,  shall  not  be  sepa- 
rate.l  liom  the  line  ol  the  army. 

Eighth.  That  to  much  of  said  act  as  allows  one 
hiindied  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  sohliirs  who 
shall  have  served  ten  consecutive  years,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repeahd. 

Mr.  II'ripA/,  Ihen  moved  that  Ihe  senate  proceed 
lo  consider  the  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
lo  modify  the  hist  clause  uf  the  fillh  section  of  the 
deposile  act  of  Ihe  23d  June,  1836,  when 

Mr.  H'eAs/e/- said  he  slmnld  concur  most  readily 
in  this  ameiidinent  of  the  house.  Il  gave  him  Ihe 
truest  i.leasiire  to  learn  thai  Ihe  house  had  rejected 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  had  done 
so  by  so  decisive  a  majority.  The  house  had  thus 
arrested  Ihe  surrender  of  all  control  over  the  public 
treasure  lo  the  executive.  It  had  interjiosed  ils 
own  high  aulhorily  in  a  most  constitutional  and 
salutary  manner;  a  manner  highly  becoming  the 
repirsentalives  of  a  free  people.  For  all  this  (said 
Mr.  W.i  I  feel  hiahly  grateful;  and  at  Ibis  result,  I 
think,  the  whole  country  may  be  justly  congratu- 
lal.d. 

We  hold  on  vet  to  the  true  doctrine,  and  the 
iinpnrlant  repiiiiliean  principle  of  legislative  con- 
Ind  and  superintendence  of  the  public  money;  and 
1  hope,  sir,  we  shall  continue  to  hold  on.  And 
now,  sir,  as  lo  what  remains  in  this  bill,  I  think 
il  is  of  no  great  importance.  It  will  do  no  harm, 
and  some  good.  It  relieves  the  incapacity  of  being 
received  at  lh»  treasury  from  bills  of  banks  which 
have  issiifil  small  bills,  providtd  such  banks  shall 
issue  no  such  small  lulls  afler  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober next.  This  time  is  much  too  short,  even  if 
it  were  judicious  to  fix  any  definite  time,  which  I 
do  1  ol  think  it  is.  The  banks  generally  will  not  be 
able  to  discontinue  the  use  of  small  bills  within 
that  period;  nor  will  they  have  sufficient  induce- 
in.  nt  to  do  il.  The  inconvenience  will  fiill,  not 
princpallv  on  them,  but  on  the  people;  as  no  man 
will  be  able,  if  the  law  is  regarded,  to  pay  his  post- 
age account,  or  any  other  deiit  due  lo  government, 
bv  any  bank  notes  \\ithin  his  reach  or  command. 

'  This  bill,  therefore.  .Ines  liltle,  very  litlle  indeed, 
to  remove  the  evils  aiid  inconveniences  which  are 
felt,  and  which  must  rnntinue  to  be  felt. 
-  Then  again,  sir.  remember  that  Ihe  new  Irea- 
sni  V  circular  is  still  in  force;  an<l  that  no  hank  note 
of  .iny  bank,  if  il  be  less  than  twenty  dollars,  can 
be  received  at  all.  This  greatly  impairs  Ihe  ,rivi- 
lege  secured  by  the  resolution  of  I8I6.  At  the 
post  office  and  at  the  land  offices,  no  paper  less 
than  Iwenly  dollars  can  be  received.  I  have  al- 
reaily,  again  and  again,  laid  this  before  Ihe  view 
of  gentlemen.  I  have  asked  them  if  Ihoy  are  con- 
tented with  this  state  of  things,  and  if  Ihey  lliink 
Ihe  people  will  he  conlenled.  Will  He  .^mall  pur- 
chasers at  the  land  offices  he  satisfied  with  this?  Is 
it  right  lo  expect  il?  Certainly,  sir.  Ibis  is  not 
what  I  proposed  for  them,  nor  what  I  thought  their 
interest  required. 

If  we  mean  tn  maintain  the  principle  of  Ihe  re- 
solution of  1S16 — if  we  mean  to  make  bank  notes 
receivable  at  all,  why   should   we  embarrass  and 
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thwart  its  operation  by  rejecting  all  notes  under  so 
high  a  sum  as  twenty  dollars?  Why  not  stop  at 
five  dollars,  the  point  at  which  the  state  banks  have 
arrived. 

However,  I  have  addressed  the  senate  repeatedly 
on  this  part  ol'  the  subject  before;  and  the  people, 
I  trust,  every  where,  will  understand  that  I,  and 
those  who  usually  act  with  me,  have  done  ail  in 
our  power  to  give  to  them,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  the  just  benefits  of  the  resolution  of  1816, 
without  unreasonable  embarrassment. 

One  word,  sir,  on  another  part  of  the  subject. 
This  bill  leaves  the  deposite  system  in  full  o|)era- 
tion  in  some  places  and  some  states,  and  it  leaves 
it  impossible  to  be  adopted  in  other  states.  Our 
actual  system,  therefore,  will  be  wholly  unequal; 
it  will  be  one  thing  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
another  thing  in  another  part. 

These  evils,  sir,  and  these  inequalities  cannot 
long  exist.  The  country  will  demand  their  remo- 
val. 

We  break  up  then,  sir,  with  no  sub-treasury  bill. 

We  break  up  with  no  special  deposite  bill. 

We  break  up  without  having  surrendered  to  the 
Executive  the  just  control  of  congress  over  the 
public  moneys. 

We  break  up,  having  abolislied  the  specie  cir- 
cular. 

But  we  break  up,  nevertheless,  leaving  such 
provisions  of  law  in  existence,  and  such  a  treasury 
circular  in  existence,  as  must,  in  my  opinion,  very 
seriously  embarrass  the  operations  of  business,  es- 
pecially in  particular  parts  of  the  country. 

And  we  break  up,  moreover,  without  havingdone 
any  thing — any  thing  at  all — towards  establishing  a 
paper  currency,  equivaleiit  to  specie, of  universal 
credit,  and  of  the  same  value  in  every  part  ot  the 
country.  Till  we  establish  such  a  currency  as  this, 
we  shall  not  have  performed  a  high  and  important 
duly,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  solemnly  binding  up- 
on us.  Till  we  do  this,  that  is  not  done  which  will 
etfectually  satisfy  the  country.  Other  things  may 
be  palliatives,  but  that  thing  alone  can  constitute 
ert'ectual  remedy  and  relief. 

I  will  only  add,  sir,  because  I  believe  it  is  true, 
that  if  a  measure  calculated  to  earn'  into  full  edect 
the  abolition  of  the  specie  circular — such  a  measure 
as  1  had  the  honor  to  propo.se  to  the  senate — could 
have  been  presented  in  a  manner  to  be  acted  on, 
without  delay  or  embarrassment  to  the  popular 
branch  of  congress,  it  would  have  succeeded,  in  tiiat 
branch,  by  a  very  decided  majorily.  The  jmblish- 
ed  proceedings    of  that  body  sutficiently  show  this. 

Mr.  Norveli  rose  to  express  his  dissent  to  the  mo- 
tion to  concur  with  the  house  of  representatives  in 
striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  He 
could  not  consent  to  give  a  vote  which  implied  the 
opinion  that  the  local  hanks,  o\'er  which  this  govern- 
ment had  no  control,  ought  to  be  the  depositories  of 
its  moneys,  and  of  the  revenues  of  the  nntion,  and 
Oil  that  question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr. 
N.  afterwards  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  Predion  renewed  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  desired  to  record  his  own  vote  at  least  on 
so  important  a  measure. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  though  he  had  not  obtained  all  that 
was  desired,  he  should  vote  most  cordially  and  hear- 
tily for  the  amendment.  Without  it,  or  at  least  in 
the  shape  the  bill  was  sent  from  the  senate,  it  left  all 
to  executive  discretion;  but,  as  it  then  was,  it  gave 
some  semblance  of  legal  control  over  the  subject. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  there  ap- 
peared, for  concurring  29,  against  it  17 — as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clav,  of  Ken.,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mnuton,  Nicholas, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 29, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon.  Niles,  Norveli, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Wall,  Williams,  Young— 17. 

The  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
brevet  otticers  was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  had  as  high  an  opin- 
ion of  the  merits  of  gen.  Jones  as  any  man  could 
have,  and  that  if  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
who  had  the  bill  under  his  charge,  would  consent 
that  the  bill  should  be  so  amended  that  gen.  Jones 
should  receive  brevet  pay  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  it  should  receive  his  support;  but 
he  had  no  idea  of  giving  it  a  retrospective  hearing. 

M\:  Sevier  said"  they  had  defeated  a  bill  in  tlie 
senate  the  other  day  in  relation  to  the  same  matter 
^giving  brevet  pay  to  gen.  Macomb.  He  thought 
both  hills  should  sh'are  the  same  fate;  and  he  there- 
fore moved  its  indefinate  postponement.  Some  ex- 
planations having  been  given  by  Mr.  Prenton,  the 
snotiori  for  indefinate  postponement  was  withdrawn. 


Mr.  P.  went  into  a  long  explanation  of  the  services 
of  gen.  Jones,  and  the  claims  his  gallantry  had  up- 
on his  country.  He  said,  however,  that  he  would 
not  object  to  the  suggestion  of  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  old  principle  that  half  a  loaf 
was  better  thin  no  bread. 

Mr.  Xyo7i  renewed  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement; and  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  lost;  14  voting  for  it,  and  21  against  it. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  a  vote  of  21  yeas,  to 
16  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  day,  of  Ala.,  the  title  of  the 
bill  was  so  amended  as  to  read  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  adjutant  general  when  a  brevet  offi- 
cer." 

The  bills  mentioned  in  our  last  as  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  printing  of  the  Madison 
papers  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, presented  a  re])ort  from  that  committee  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  they  unanimously  re- 
commend to  the  senate  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That,  after  a  careful  examination  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  rela- 
tive to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  entire 
practicability  of  running  and  markingthat  bounda- 
ry in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty  three  ;  and  entertain  a  perfect  conviction  of 
the  justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute between  the  two  powers. 

Resoh-ed,  further.  That,  considering  that  more 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  that  treaty;  considering  the  extraordinary 
delay  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations 
and  proceedings  of  the  government  of  the  two 
countries,  in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the 
controversy  ;  and  considering  the  danger  of  mutual 
irritation  and  collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred 
and  friendly  nations  from  further  procraslinaiion, 
the  senate  cannot  forbear  to  express  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  pending  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a  close,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  dispute  be 
made  as  early  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  would  be  inexpedient  for 
tlie  United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  separate 
authority,  to  survey  and  mark  the  northeastern 
boundary,  until  all  reasonable  means  of  elfecting 
tliat  object  by  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  both 
parties  shall  have  been  exhausted,  the  "  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  surveying  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
of  the  Uriitfd  States  according  to  the  treaty  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three"  ought  not  to 
pass ;  and  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  say  that  he  had 
been  very  anxious  that  the  report  should  be  read 
and  weighed,  with  all  the  attention  and  considera- 
tion belonging  to  so  grave  and  important  a  subject ; 
that  he  would  lake  the  opportunity  to  say,  while  he 
was  up,  that  the  question  had  been  most  ileliberately 
and  carefully  examined  in  the  committee  ;  that  the 
report,  which  was  the  work  of  the  chairman,  was 
prepared  with  very  great  ability;  that  much  labor 
iiad  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  short  space  that  had 
been  allowed,  and  which  was  the  more  creditable 
to  its  author,  amid  his  other  various  and  pressing 
duties;  and  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  advance 
his  high  character  before  the  countrv. 

He  was  anxious,  he  said,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
senate  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  which 
were  recommended,  with  as  little  delay  as  was  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  Tallmadpe  followed,  and  observed  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  he 
had  carefully  and  attentively  examined  the  subject 
of  the  report,  and  that  he  concurred  entirely  with 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  talent  and 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  up,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  presented  the  great  question.  If, 
unhappily,  (said  Mr.  T  )  at  any  time  herealter,  any 
collision  should  arise  between  thetv^o  countries, 
which  he  hoped  most  sincerely  would  be  avoided, 
it  was  very  important,  in  his  view,  that  the  people 
of  the  country  should  understand  the  merits  of  the 
controversy.  They  were  set  forth  in  that  report  in 
a  condensed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sufficiently 
complete  and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fully  to 
comprehend  and  understand  it.  The  report  ou^ht. 
therefore,  to  be  widely  and  extensively  circulated. 
It  was  calculaled  to  unite  and  concentrate  the  sen- 
timent of  the  country,  if  that  occasion,  which  he 
earnestly  deprecated,  should  ever  arise.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  for  the  printinsof  an  extra  number 
of  copies,  the  largest  that  should  be  thought  proper ; 


and  he  therefore  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies  ;  which,  afterwards,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  I17//iams,  supported  by  other  gentlemen,  he 
increased  to  2'i,0UX). 

Mr.  Rives  also  expressed  his  cordial  and  entire 
concurrence  in  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
by  his  colleagues  on  the  committee.  I'he  re[iort 
was  drawn  with  distinguished  ability,  clearness, 
and  force.  The  argument  on  both  sides  was  fairly 
represented,  and  the  paper  would  compare,  to  great 
advantage,  with  whatever  had  been  written,  that 
he  had  seen,  upon  the  subject.  It  was  very  impor- 
tant that  the  merits  of  the  question  should  be 
made  familiar  to  the  American  min<l ;  arid  no  do- 
cument, he  conceived,  was  better  calculated  to  en- 
lighten and  conduct  it  to  sound  conclusions.  He 
should  vote,  therelbre,  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
for  the  number  of  copies  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New-York,  and  for  the  highest  number,  in- 
deed, any  senator  might  deem  it  expedient  to  have 
published. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  the  great  importance  of  the 
question,  and  the  able  manner  in  which  it  was 
treated,  and  our  right  maintained  in  the  report  now 
made,  induce  me  to  desire  that  a  larger  number  than 
that  proposed  by  the  senator  from  New-York 
should  be  printed.  Everyone  must  see  that  im- 
portant results  may  grow  out  of  the  report  and  reso- 
lutions now  adopted  ;  and  it  is  very  desirable  that 
as  many  of  our  citizens  as  can  be  induced  to  look 
at  the  question  should  have  the  means  at  hand  of 
understanding  it,  and  of  being  convinced  that  we 
are  claiming  our  right,  and  nothing  more.  This 
report,  coming  trom  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  from  senators  possessing  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  must  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of 
every  man  who  will  read  it, and, therefore,  I  would 
ask  that  twenty  thousand  copies  may  be  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  .Sllen  said  :  I  shall  vote  for  the  printing  of 
the  largest  number  of  this  report.  It  cannot  be 
disguised  that  this  controversy  has  already  assumed 
a  very  imposing  aspect ;  so  much  so,  in(ieed,  as  to 
render  it  more  than  possible  that  the  united  ener- 
gies of  this  people  may  be  required  in  its  future 
adjustment;  and  yet  so  cxclusivtiy  local  has  the 
question  been  hitherto  considered,  that  its  discus- 
sion has  excited  public  attention  in  no  other  quarter 
of  the  union  than  that  more  immediately  interested 
in  it.  It  has  not,  therefore,  as  yet,  penetrated  the 
interior  of  the  country,  or  caught  the  attention  of 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  This  state 
of  things  can  no  longer  exist.  The  controversy 
has  now  taken  a  form  that  must  interest,  in  its  set- 
tlement, every  citizen  of  the  republic.  I  have 
heard,  with  deep  attention,  the  discussion  in  the 
senate,  and  I  can  sincerely  declare,  that,  in  my 
jude:ment,  no  proposition  was  ever  more  free  from 
embarrassment,  or  title  better  established,  than  is 
that  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  every  inch  of  the  ter- 
ritory she  claims.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  this 
controversy  with  Great  Britain  has  assumed  an  as- 
pect by  no  means  auspicious  to  the  future  harmony 
of  the  two  nations,  I  am  for  placing  before  our 
countrymen  this  report  as  evidence  of  the  justice 
of  our  claims,  and  of  the  position  which  our  gov- 
ernment has  taken,  in  order  that  the  public  judg- 
ment, and  with  it  the  public  energies  of  the  nation, 
may  be  concentrated  in  support  of  that  claim,  in 
any  emergency  to  which  its  adjustment  may  give 
rise.  With  this  view,  I  shall  vote  for  the  printing 
of  the  largest  number. 

Mr.  C/ijy  said  that,  among  other  considerations 
which  operated  with  him,  he  confessed  that  he 
wished  the  subject  to  be  acted  on  litis  day.  (Mr. 
C.  was  understood  to  allude  to  its  being  4th  of 
July.)  As  he  advanced  in  life,  he  acknowledged 
the  influence  of  feelings  and  sentiments  which 
might  be  regarded  as  bordering  on  superstition. 
There  was,  at  all  events,  it  appeared  to  him,  pecu- 
liar fitness  in  resolving,  on  the  4lh  of  July,  18.SS, 
to  maintaining  the  integrity  and  inviolahiliiy  of  the 
old  thirteen  United  States,  whose  independence 
was    proclaimed    on    that    memorable    d.ny. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  and  they 
were  agreed  to  Tiem .  con . ;  and,  on  motion,  twenty 
thousand  ailditional  copies  of  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  5.  Mr.  iVebsler  presented  a  memorial  very 
numerously  signed  on  the  subject  of  the  explosions 
of  steamboat  boilers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  senate  concurred 
in  the  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  criminal  court  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on  conference  of 
the  two  houses  on  their  disagreeing  \o1es  in  relation 
to  certnin  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  senate 
bill  making  apj^ropriations  for  certain  roads  in  Wis- 
consin, made  a  report  from  that  committee,  advising 
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the  senate  to  concur  in  all  the  atnenilments  of  the 
house  except  the  lilth,  and  in  that  also  wlien  modi- 
fied as  proposed  by  the  committee. 

The  seriiite  accordingly  concurred  in  this  report 
of  (he  joint  cuininiltee. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  to  the  hill  to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter security  of  the  lives  ajid  property  of  por.'.ons 
on  boarrl  vessels  propelled  wholly  or  in  part  by 
steam. 

Mv.  (3n;;i(/^  slated  that  the  special  committee  who 
framed  this  bill  had  e.xamined  the.'ie  amendments 
with  fjreat  care,  and  regarded  them,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  last,  as  an  evident  improvement  of 
the  bill,  and  takin:;  them  all  together,  they  deemed 
it  best  for  the  senate  to  concur  in  them  all. 

Mr.  Claylon,  objected  to  the  last  amendment  of 
the  house,  that,  alter  the  owners  of  the  boats  had 
complied  svith  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  they 
were  still  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  others, 
over  which  they  had  no  immediate  ronlrol.  This 
involved  a  principle  which  Mr.  C.  could  not  ap- 
prove. 

Mr.  Wcbiler  was  understood  to  argue  that  the 
great  and  numerous  disasters  on  boanl  steamboats 
were  not  owing  to  anj-  necessary  danger  attending 
the  iiseof  sleaui.  .Vny  one, hesaid,  might  be  satis" 
fied  of  this  who  wouhl  look  at  the  steam  engine  as 
used  for  other  purposes,  in  mines,  on  railroads,  and 
in  manufactories.  How  did  it  happen  that  in  all 
these  cases  the  use  of  steam  was  so  much  more  in- 
nocent than  on  board  ."teamboats;  If  such  explo- 
sions should  take  place  in  tlie  manufactories  ol 
England,  what  would  be  the  consequences.'  Thou 
s::nds  ol  Mves  almost  would  be  lost  at  a  single  ex- 
plosion. The  causes  of  steamboat  disasters  were 
to  be  found  in  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which 
steam  was  employed,  which  had  led  to  mad  compe- 
tition and  criminal  negligence.  A  preventive  law, 
therefore,  must  apply  itself  to  these  proximate 
causes,  which  were  to  be  found  either  in  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  bolt  ilstir,  the  insulFicient  thickness 
of  the  metal  of  the  boilers,  which  were  a  great  deal 
thinner  than  in  England,  in  the  cri;ninal  desire  of 
competiliim,  or  in  the  criminal  negligence  which 
now  often  occurred,  and  which  was,  in  effect,  so 
disastrous  that  it  would  render  useless  all  possible 
inventions  belbrehafid  to  prevent  cxplosiorjs. 

What  was  the  reraoily  for  such  negligence?  It 
must  be  looked  for  to  the  owners  ol  steamboats, 
and  no  doubt  they  were  individually  responsible,  in 
a  civil  point  of  view,  for  every  loss  by  such  disas- 
ters. It  would  fall  on  the  owners  of  the  boats  by 
the  principles  of  the  common  law;  and  had  Mr.  W. 
been  present  when  the  bill  was  at  the  proper .stai;e, 
he  would  have  proposed  to  modify  it  accordinglv. 
It  was  the  English  rule,  and  Mr.  \V.  thought  it  the 
true  one,  that  is,  civilly,  that  whenever,  by  a  steam- 
boat explosion,  persons  or  property  were  injured, 
the  losers  or  injured  persons  were  entitled  tore- 
cover  of  the  owners,  and  tlie  fact  of  an  explosion 
was  taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  carelessness. 
If  congress  did  not  come  to  this,  they  would  have 
done  nolhirig.  If  there  had  now  been  time,  Mr. 
W.  would  have  proposed  t.'.at  the  fact  of  an  explo- 
sion should  make  the  owners  responsible  for  dam- 
age and  loss.  But  it  was  better  to  retain  the  last 
amendment  of  the  house  than  nothing;  and  if  the 
senator  from  D..daware  would  let  that  now  pass, 
fllr.  \V.  would  at  the  next  session  be  ready  to  unite 
with  him  in  makmg  further  provisi'ms. 

Mr.  Claylon  said  the  senator  seemed  not  to  be 
aware  that  the  bill,  as  it  was,  was  pretty  much  as 
Mr.  \V.  proposed,  holding  the  owm-rs  civilly  re- 
sponsible. Mr.  li'ebiler  said  he  knew  it;  but  there 
was  no  adequate  provision  for  obtaining  proof. 
Mr.  S.iiiM,  of  Indiana,  said  congress  never  could 
do  any  thing  on  this  subject  till  they  had  touched 
the  question  of  •'roof;  and  he  had  before  expressed 
his  opinion  to  that  "flVct.  Mr.  S.  then  and  now 
was  in  favor  ol  mi'iing  an  explosion  prima  facie 
evidence  of  negligence,  throwing  it  on  the  oppo- 
site side  to  show  that  it  had  not  occurred  by  negli- 
gence. He  hoped  tliis  bill  would  pass,  as  it  might 
have  some  effect  in  lerrorem,  though  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  have  any  adequate  effect. 

Ajain,  Mr.  S.  had  before  argued,  and  he  still  in- 
sisted, that  there  ought  to  he  some  penally  provided 
for  the  incipient  stages  of  steamboat  disasters,  such 
as  excess  of  speed  of  steamboat  racing.  But  he 
would  at  present  concur  in  the  amendments,  ho- 
ping the  bill  would  have  some  small  effect  ad  lerro- 
rem. 

Mr.  Roane  expressed  a  doubt  whether  congress 
had  a  right  to  all  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the 
bill.  Their  power,  he  argued,  extended  only  to 
cases  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  be- 
tween the  several  states.  H'.-  therefore  moved  to 
add  to  the  amendments  of  the  house  a  provision 
that  this  bill  should  take  etfect  in  no  case  of  steam- 
boats navigating  wholly  within  the  limits  of  a  sin- 


gle slate.  This  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr  H'ebster  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  last 
amendment  of  the  house,  ai!<l  insert  a  provision 
making  an  explosion  or  other  disaster  lull />m«iu 
facie  evidence  of  negligence,  suliicient  for  convic- 
tion unless  disproved.  After  a  few  remarks  by 
Messrs.  (irundij  and  Webster,  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  amendmenls 
of  the  Ifoiise  so  amended,  and  the  bill  was  sent  back 
to  the  house. 

Several  bills  from  ttie  house  were  read  twice  ai.d 
^ef^r|■ed. 

Mr.  Davis  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  wrecked  proper- 
ty within  the  collection  district  of  Key  West.  Mr. 
D.  said  he  did  not  expect  this  bill  to  pass  at  the 
present  session;  but  he  askeil  that  it  miiiht  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed,  for  consideration  at 
the  ensuing  session,  and  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department 
of  Indian  affairs,  Sic.  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ;1/c;tu-/,-,  the  bill  authnri/.iii^'  a 
test  of  the  steam  engine  of  an  individual,  made 
without  a  boiler,  was  taken  up,  amended,  on  lao- 
tion  of  Mr.  Ru^gles,  so  as  to  extend  to  any  engine 
without  a  boiler,  and,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On'motion  of  Mr.  Hives,  the  bill  to  establish  and 
regulate  navy  rations  and  for  other  purposes  was 
taken  up,  (Ayes  17,  noes  11,)  discussed  at  much 
lenslh  by  Messrs.  Soulhird.  Crillcnden,  liuchanun, 
Benlon,  Bayard,  and  A7/fs,  (chiefly  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  compensation  of  |niisers,)  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  ftlr.  Nilex,  finally  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes 
IS,  noes  14. 

The  bill  in  regard  to  the  patent  office  was  taken 
up,  discussed  at  much  length  on  various  points  by 
Messrs.  Rue.gles,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Clay, 
of  .'Vlahauia,  and  Serier,  and,  on  motion  of  I\Ir. 
Sevier,  finally  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  masters  in  the 
navy. 

The  bill  directinj  tlie  investment  of  certain 
funds  belonging  to  Indian  tribes  in  state  slocks,  5ic. 

The  bill  for  The  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Dra- 
han,  late  of  Huutsville. 

The  bill  exempting  from  duty  the  coal  which 
may  be  on  board  steamboats  or  vessels  propelleil 
by  steam,  on  their  arrival  at  any  port  of  the  United 
Slates. 

fllr.  Hubbard  offered  a  resolution  that,  at  the 
second  session  of  each  congress,  the  senate  should 
proceed  with  their  calendar  of  private  hills  (origin- 
ating in  the  senate)  of  the  preceding  session,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  recess. 
Laid  on  the  table,  after  a  brief  debate. 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Baron  de 
ICalb  was  considered,  ordered  to  be  engrosseil  for  a 
third  reading,  and  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  representa- 
tive of  Joseph  Morris,  (understood  to  be  a  claim 
for  seven  years'  half  pay  to  a  child  of  the  widow  of 
Mr.  INIorrU,  by  another  and  subsequent  husband,) 
was  much  discussed,  and  laid  over  to  the  next  ses- 
sion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hanks  and  of 
.\lfred  Westall, 

And  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  late  bill  to  in- 
crease thearmy  of  the  United  States,  were  severally 
considered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and,  by  con- 
sent, read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  senate  ailjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

July  6.     After  the  reading  ol  the  journal, 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  said  that  he  was  necessarily 
absent  for  a  very  short  time,  anil,  while  out  of  the 
chamber,  the  vole  was  taken  upon  several  resolu- 
tions then  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs respecting  the  norlh-eastirn  boundary  line  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  D.  said  he  supposed  the  re- 
port would  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  day;  but 
he  had  no  anticipation  that  they  would  be  called  up 
at  that  time.  In  the  journal  of  the  senate  it  was 
slated  that  the  vole  in  favor  of  the  resoliilion  was 
unanimous.  Though  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not 
been  taken,  it  was  called  a  unanimous  vote  on  the 
journal,  from  which  it  could  not  be  known  whether 
Mr.  D.  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  or  not. 

The  course  which  Mr.  D.  had  pursued  on  this 
subject  was  well  known  to  the  senate  and  the  coun- 
try. He  had  advocated  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
for  the  survey  of  the  boundary,  moved  by  the  sena- 
tor I'lom  Maine,  and  urged  it's  passage,  though  the 
committee  had  come  to  a  different  conclusion.    Mr. 


D.  would  now  observe,  that  he  had  heard  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  this  subject  read,  and  on  the 
great  question  of  the  national  right  he  fully  coiicur- 
reil  with  it,  and  considered  it  a  very  able  and  con- 
clusive argument,  honorable  to  the  gentlemen  who 
drew  it  up.  Mr.  I),  also  concurred  in  the  first  and 
second  resolutions,  but  not  in  the  last  deciding 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  D.  now  wished 
to  put  himself  rii;ht,  by  appearing  consistent  w  itii 
himself  while  his  opionions  remained  unchanged, 
and  let  his  cnnstiliunis  understand  that  he  was  not 
includinl  in  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  last  resolution, 
postponing  Ihe  bill,  and  called  unanimous. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  directing  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  cause  to  be  made,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Ha.ssler,  one  standard  balance 
for  each  of  the  several  states,  and  to  cause  them  to 
be  delivered  to  the  respective  governors,  for  the  use 
of  the  respective  states. 

Mr.  1).  stated  that  congress  directed,  by  a  Joint 
resolution  in  ISSfi,  that  a  set  of  weigtits  and  mea- 
sures should  be  made,  as  a  standard  for  each  of  the 
slates;  and  they  had  mostly  been  prepared,  and 
were  nearly  ready  for  distribution;  and  what  Mr. 
I),  now  desired  w.a.s,  that  a  sufliciont  number  of 
standard  balances  should  go  with  Ihe  weighls,  so 
that  each  state  should  have  a  standard  balance. 

The  resolution,  by  consent,  was  carried  through 
its  primary  stages,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a  third  reading. 

The  C/iair  picsented  a  communicalion  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a  senate  re- 
solution of  7th  February  last,  showing  what  money 
had  been  lost  by  the  failure  to  pay  duty  bonds,  from 
.March,  1S35,  to  January,  183S.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

iMr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Pierce,  and  Mr.  Wall,  report- 
ed a  variety  of  private  bills  from  committees  re- 
ferred to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  commmittee  on 
naval  affairs  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  a  number  of  private  memorials. 

]\lr.  Hubbard  ^skei\  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
senate  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  providing  that 
Ihe  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  not  be 
required  to  redeem  their  five  dollar  notes  before  the 
1st  of  December  ne.xt,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstandin:;,  unless  the  banks  in  the  adjoining 
states  should  resume  before  that  time. 

Mr.  ,^llen  objecting,  the  resolution  could  not  be 
receiveil. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  referred  to  them, 
making  provision  for  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouths  of 
certain  rivers,  for  IS38,  with  amendments,  the  chief 
of  which  were  the  striking  out  of  the  «70,(ino  for 
Red  river,  and  inserting  an  appropriation  for  the 
benefit  of  Buffalo,  New  Yoik. 

Mr.  D.  asked  that  the  amendments  might  forth- 
willi  be  considered,  but  this  being  objected  lo  for 
the  want  of  a  certain  document,  the  bill  was  for  the 
present  laid  on  the  table. 

A  conversation  of  considerable  length,  by  a  large 
number  of  sena'ors,  here  occurred  on  the  question 
whether  this  day  was  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
throe  last  days  of  the  session,  in  which,  by  the  16th 
joint  rule,  bills,  i^c.  could  not  pass  between  the 
two  houses.  It  appeared  to  be  the  almost  unani- 
mous opinion  of  those  who  spoke,  and  it  was  also 
the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  Sunday  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  legislative  riays,  except  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  did  not  now  exist, 
and,  therefore,  this  was  to  be  deemed  one  of  the 
three  last  ilays  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Norvell,  in  conclusion,  moved  to  suspend  for 
this  day  the  16lh  joint  rule  in  question.  Negatived: 
yeas  13,  nays  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  la., 
(before  made  and  laid  on  the  table.)  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  bill  to  establish  a  new  judicial  district  in 
Florida  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  passed  with- 
out debate. 

j  The  following  bills  from  Ihe  house  were  '•onsid- 
I  ered  and  rejected:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
'  owners  of  the  schooner  Three  Brothers.  The  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Squier  Stearns.  The  bill  to  provide 
for  Ihe  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  through 
Salem  and  Lewisburg,  Ohio.  Laid  on  the  table. 
;  The  following  bills  from  the  house  were  consider- 
ed and  ordered  to  a  third  reading:  The  bill  for  Ihe 
relief  of  Samuel  Potter  and  James  Cassidy.  For  the 
relief  of  Richard  Frisby.  For  the  relief  of  A.Qiiar- 
ticr  and  .Mbert,  of  New  Orleans.  The  senate  took 
up  the  bill  from  Ihe  house  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard 
Harris. 

I  This  bill  was  founded  on  a  contract  by  the  eov- 
■  eminent  with  the  original  claimants,  to  erect  a  fort 
on  Dauphin  island,  the  erection  of  which  was  dis- 
I  continued  on  the  purchase  of  Florida;  and  the  con- 
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tractors  applying  lor  damages,  the  case  was  refer- 
red to  three  special  comuiissioners,  Messrs.  Gra- 
tiot, Thornton,  and  another,  who  reported  in  favor 
of  paying  tlie  claimants  $I31,0()0.  This  bill  pro- 
posed to  allow  them  only  $33,0(10,  and  an  amend- 
ment from  ttie  senate  committee  further  stipniated 
that  payments  from  this  sum  should  first  be  made  to 
the  various  sub  contractors.  The  question,  there- 
fore, was,  whether  the  government  should  adjudi- 
cate between  the  principal  and  snb-conlractors,  or 
whether  this  was  not  the  more  appropriate  business 
of  the  judicial  tribunals. 

Tills  question  was  discussed  at  much  length  by 
Messrs.  Rives,  Voiiiig,  C'/uy,  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Crillenilen,  and  TullmaJge,  and.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Seoier,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  B.-nton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton,  CuthbiTt,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Nic'iolas,  Niles,  Robin 
soil.  Smith,  oi  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallinadge, 
Ti.iton,  Wall,  Williams,  Young— 21. 

N.VYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Ciittenden,  Merrick,  Moulon,  Preslon,  Rues, 
Roane,  Southard,  Trotter,  Webster,  White— 12. 

Tne  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  dis- 
continue others. 

Various  am  ■ndmeiits  from  the  senate  committee 
were  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  lor  a 
speedy  suppression  of  the  express  mail;  and  in  sup- 
port of  this  motion,  in  addition  to  his  own  le.narks, 
gave  a  sujimary  of  a  paper  which  he  had  received 
from  the  department,  in  iavor  of  continuing  the  ex- 
piess  mail. 

Mr.  Crillenden  having  briefly  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  (that  is,  to 
continue  the  express  mail)  by  the  followin;  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  B-nton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas.  Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wright 
—19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Merrick,  Pierce,  Roane,  Rugjies,  Suiith,  of  Indi- 
ana. Southard,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Young— 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  resolved 
to  take  a  recess  to-day  and  to-morrow,  IVom  half 
past  two  o'clock  till  half  past  four. 

The  senate  now  took  a  lecess  accordingly. 

EVENI.NG    SESSION. 

Mr.  Davis  moied  to  take  up  the  harbor  bill  re- 
ported by  him  this  morning  fiom  the  committee  on 
commerce,  with  several  amendments.  This  mo- 
tion, b-'ing  opposed,  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright— 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  White— 11. 

Mr.  Davis  gave  a  brief  and  chiefly  general  ex- 
planation of  the  bill,  stating  that  it  was  founded  on 
recommendations  and  estimates  from  the  depart- 
ments; that  the  works  contemplated  had  all  been 
begun,  the  bill  merely  aiming  to  prevent  damage 
.ind  loss;  and  that  ,$1,400,000,  Vcre  appropriated  In 
all,  .p22,000  for  western,  and  §,536,000  for  atlan- 
tic  works. 

The  appropriation  for  Reil  river  having  been  re- 
duced, on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  from  $70,000  tn 
$5,000,  and  then  stricken  out  wholly,  by  ayes  If), 
noes  not  counted,  Mr.  Preston  spoke'  earnestly 
against  the  whole  bill,  as  inexpedient  and  extraia- 
gant  under  the  depressed  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  opposed  the  hill  at 
length,  chiefly  nn  grounds  of  economy  under  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

Mr.  D  ivii  replied,  and  spoke  earnestly  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Norvell  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Prp.sfon  again  spoke  at  length  again'it  the 
bill  Mr.  Buchanan  urged  action  on  the  bill  without 
further  debate,  and  said  he  should  at  first  vote 
against  its  imlefinite  postponement,  and  then,  if 
the  friends  of  the  hill  should  protract  the  debate, 'he 
should,  on  a  second  trial,  vote  for  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Wrighl  also  urged  action  on  the  bill  withoiif 
delav.  iVir.  Preston  spoke  further  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  ngative,as 
follows. 

YE  .•\S— Messrs,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Alaha- 
rta,  Crittenden,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 


las. Niles,  Pierce,  Preston,  Riv«,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, SIrange,  Trotter,  Wail,  While— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard.  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Merrick, 
Norvell,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
anan  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young— 21. 

The  next  amendmeiit  liom  the  committee  was  an 
appropriation  of  $4S,000  for  a  sea-wall  to  Buffalo 
harbor. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  whole  bill.  Mr.  Tall- 
madse,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Webster,  described  the 
circumstances  which  made  a  pressing  demand  for 
this  appropriation,  and  advocated  its  adoption. 

This  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  the  lol- 
lowifig  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Davis,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Robbins, 
Riisgles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clav,  of  Ala..  Crittenden,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lumpkin,"  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Strange,  Trotter,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Young — 21. 

Mr.  ICHgAf,  having  offered  several  minor  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  $20,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cumber- 
land, above  Nashville. 

This  motion  was  strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay, 
of  ICentuckv.  and  Mr.  Crittenden;  but  it  was  carri- 
ed in  the  alfirmative  by  the  lollowing  vole: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton.  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  .\labaiDa,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Ni- 
cholas, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright 
—20. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Pres- 
ton. Robbins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tipton,  Webster,  Yming— 15. 

Mr.  Wright  then  offered  an  additional  section,  a 
a  proviso  to  the  bill,  precisely  in  the  followinj 
W'drds: 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  olficers  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  act,  and  with  the  making  of  contracts  forth 
expenditures  authorized  by  it,  to  have  particular 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  its  ability 
to  meet  the  current  ordinary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment, a«  well  as  the  calls  which  may  be  made 
under  the  Slid  contracts;  arid,  under  the  direction 
of  the  president  of  the  Lfnited  Stales,  so  arrange 
the  said  expenditures,  and  the  times  and  amount  of 
payment,  so  far  as  the  means  of  the  treasury  ca 
be  anticipated,  as  that  the  advances  or  payments 
under  this  act  shall  not  interfere  with,  or  delay  the 
payments  under  the  appropriations  for  the  regular 
ordinary,  annual  expenses  of  the  government. 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Il'riaht, 
Mr.  Benton,  and  Mr.  Niles,  and  earnestly  opposed 
by  Mr,  Preston,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr, 
Davis,  and  Mr.  Norvell,  as  vesting  an  absolute 
and  iincon'.titntional  power  of  appropriation  in  the 
hands  antl  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive. 

This  amen  Iment  was  agreed  to  by  the  followinj 
vote; 

YE, \S— Messrs,  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha 
nan,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
.Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Stranje,  Trotter,  Wall,  Wright,  Young— 19. 

N,\YS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick,  Norvell, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles.  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  V/liite— Ifi. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  appropriation  of  $.'5(),flOO  and  add, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river,  in 
Alabama,  (the  canal  around  the  Muscle  Shoals.) 
and,  in  addition  to  some  remarks,  read  a  document 
in  favor  of  the  object.  Rejected  without  a  divi- 
sion. Mr.  Merrick  also  offere.l  an  amendment, 
which  was  rejected.  The  question  recurring  on 
ord-ring  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  spoke  with  i;reat  earnestness  against 
the  additional  section  to  the  bill,  offered  as  above 
by  Mr.  Wright,  as  altogether  unparalleled  in  legis- 
lation, and  expressed  his  regret  that  it  would  com- 
pel him  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  Mr.  Mer- 
rick  also  expressed  his  views  to  the  .-ame  elfect. 
Mr.  Webster  also  spoke  in  the  deepest  reprobation 
of  the  obnoxious  section,  but  said  he  could  not 
persuade  himselfon  account  of  it  to  appear  in  any 
way  to  abandon  a  system  which  he  had  supported 
for  twelve  years. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading,  and  the  vote  resulted  as  fidlows: 

YF..\S— Messrs,  Allen,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Da- 
vis, Fulton,  Hubbard,  Lvon.  Niles.  Norvell,  Rob- 
bins, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana.  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, WaU,  Webster,  Wright,  Young— 18. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala  , 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  King,  Merrick, 
Moulon,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Ruggles,    Strange,  Trotter,  White,  Williams— 18. 

So  the  harbor  bill  was  declared  by  the  Chair  to 
be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  i3cn/on,  the  president  of  (he 
United  States  was  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
senate  a  report  of  the  last  campaign  in  Florida  un- 
der general  Jesup.  Also,  at  the  next  session,  a 
statement  of  all  works  in  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers  which  have  been  upwards  of  three 
years  in  progress,  with  estimates  of  the  probable 
amounts  severally  necessary  to  their  coniplelion. 
The  senate  took  up  the  senate  bill  to  remove  the 
surveyor  general's  office  of  the  public  lands  from 
Cincinnati  to  St.  Joseph'.s  in  Michigan,  with  an 
amet  dment  by  the  house,  striking  out  the  "St.  Jo- 
seph's" and  inserting  "Michigan  City"  in  Indiana. 
Mr.  Tipton  moved  that  the  senate  concur  in  this 
amendir.ent. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  moiion  was  done  accordingly  by  yeas  23, 
nays  8.  Mr.  Ruf:f;les  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  senate  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  einploymeiit  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
patent  office.  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SIrange  made  a  report  from  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  house  to  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  medical  society  of  the  District  ol  Columbia. 

Al-o.  in  the  amendmenls  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  U.  S.  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  East  Tennessee;  (the  amend- 
ments changing  the  time  in  Maryland.) 

A  me-sage  was  received  from  the  house,  asking 
the  senate  10  suspend  the  16lh  joint  rule  so  far  as 
to  allow  the  senate  to  receive  their  jcunt  resolution, 
making  an  appropriation  ($48,000)  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  books  for  the  members  of  that  house,  and 
also  to  receive  their  hill  to  increase  and  regulate  the 
term  of  the  U.  S.  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the 
westerii  district  of  New  York. 

After  an  earnest  conversation  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Bayard,  Benton,  anA  CZni/, of  Alabama,  ajainst 
the  request,  and  by  Messrs,  Tallmadge,  Sevier, 
Merrick,  and  Southard,  in  favor  of  graniing  it,  the 
messaje  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YE.\S— Messrs,  Allen,  Bavard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hubbard.  Kirg,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Strange,  White,  Williams, 
Young— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Davis.  Merrick,  Norvell.  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webster— 13. 

The  bills  ordered  to  a  third  reading  in  the  morn- 
ing were  now  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned, 

July  7.  Mr.  Davis  presented  a  communication 
from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  held  on  the  5th  instant,  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  late  report  of  the  committee  on 
commerce,  (drawn  up  by  Mr.  Davis,)  on  the  sub- 
ject of  light-houses;  in  considering  which  thev 
passed  several  resolutions,  accompanyinj  the  com'- 
municalion,  in  which  resolutions  they  highly  ap- 
proved of  that  report.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crittenden  presented  a  petition.   (Unheard.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wr'ght,  the  clerk  authorized 
to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  senate  by  the 
resolution  of  October,  1S3S.  were  continued  till 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  senate.  Various  bills, 
Stc.  referred  to  committees  were  reported  by  Messrs. 
Roane,  Tipton,  Fnllou  and  Clay,  oi'  Ala, 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  referred  to  them, 
making  appropriations  for  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  Iiidian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  sti- 
pulations with  the  Indiar-  tribes  for  the  year  183S, 
with  minor  amendments,  which  were  explained  by 
Mr.  W.  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  White  moved  further 
to  amend  the  bill  by  addiirg  an  appropriation  of 
,$260,000  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  removed 
west  of  the  Mississippi  as  are  unable  to  subsist 
themselves,  to  be  distributed  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  war.  This  amendment  was  ear- 
nestly advocated  by  Messrs.  ir/ii'/c  and  Sevier,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Niles,  Cluy.  of  Ala.,  Norvell, 
and  .iWen,  and  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Bavard,  Benton.  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Criltenden.Cnthbert,  Davis,  Fulton.  King, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas.  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Webster,  White — 22. 
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NAYS— Messis.  Allen,  Brown,  Clnv,  of  Ala., 
Clay,  of  Ken.,  Hiibbaiil,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  K.ibbinf,  Ruggles,  SiiMh  ol  Connectieur, 
Stiange,  Wall— U. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and, 
by  consent,  rend  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  Chair  present,  d  (roin  llie  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  pursuance  ol  a  senate  resolution  of  5th 
June  last,  statements  of  the  annual  expenditures  in 
collectijig  the  customs  on  ijnporls  for  llie  last  twen- 
ty years,  diseriminalm!;  between  the  dillerent  kinds. 
Laid  on  the  lablj  and  ordi'rcil  to  be  printed. 

A  message  was  receivnl  from  the  house,  request- 
ing the  senate  to  suspend  the  Itilh  joint  rule  so  far 
as  to  receive  from  the  house  the  bill  to  incn^ase  and 
regulate  the  term  for  holdina;  the  I'nited  Slates  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  for  tlie  northern  district  of 
New  York.  In  this  request  the  senate  concurred, 
the  bill  was  lect-ived,  and,  by  consent,  carried 
through  and  passed. 

iVlr.  Merrick,  in  compliance  with  a  desire  of  some 
of  the  friends  of  the  harbor  bill,  moved  that  the  vote 
rejecting  it  should  be  ri'considered,  and  expii-F^ed 
the  hope  thai  it  would  be  so  modified  that  he  could 
vote  for  it.  The  vote  was  accordingly  reconsidered, 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  by  the  followin;;  vole; 

Yf;  AS— Messrs  Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Clav, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Criti'enden,  Davis.  Fulton. 
Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mies,  Norvell, 
Rohbins,  Rug<jles,  Sevier.  Smith,  ol  Indiana.  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright 
—24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthberl,  King,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preslon, 
Rives,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Wall, 
White  — 14. 

Mr.  Baijnrd  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
additional  section  to  the  bill  ottered  by  Mr.  Wright. 
The  Chair  decided  that  this  was  oiit  of  order,  as 
Mr.  B.  was  in  the  minority  on  that  vote.  Mr. 
i?.(i/nri/ then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  all  lliat  part  of  Mr.  Wrighfs 
ainendment  including: and  following  the  words  "and 
under  the  direction  of  the  president;"  that  i',  all 
which  had  any  direct  reference  to  the  president  ol 
the  United  States.  Mr.  -VorceZ/expressed  the  hope 
that  the  friends  of  that  amenilment  would  a;ree 
thus  to  modify  it.  Mr.  Predion  said  he  supposed 
this  would  be  the  test  question,  and  he  therefore 
demiudod  the  yens  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  \Vri<;hl  gave  his  assent  to  the  molion,  as  the 
part  ol  liis  amendment  remainini;  would, he  thouiht. 
comprehend  all  that  h?  intend. mI  hv  the  whole. 
Mr.  Merrick,  not  b'iuj  satisfieil  with'the  extent  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Baya.d.  sahl  he  should  not  feel 
coinuiilted  to  vote  for  the  bill  unless  the  whole 
amendment  shouhl  be  stricken  out.  Mr.  Rimgles 
said,  if  all  that  .Mr.  Wriuht  intended  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  remaining  part  of  the  amendment, 
then  nothing  would  have  been  gained.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  amendment. 
Negatived:  Ayes  in,  noes  not  counted.  Mr.  Xilrs 
then  moved  to  amend  the  instructions,  by  requiring 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wright's  amendnient  should 
be  siriolcen  out,  and  a  subslitnte  inserted,  providing 
that  on  all  single  appropriations  over  .S:12.0nn,  fifty 
per  ceiit.  only  should  be  expended  in  1S.3«,  and  the 
remainder  in  1*39.  (So  modified,  on  suggestions 
frotn  several  senators.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Illen,  the  inslruclions  were 
further  amended,  by  requiring  that  the  948,000  for 
Buifalo,  rejected  l.vst  night,' should  be  inserted, 
(Mr.  .\.  having  obtained  new  light  on  the  subject 
from  a  document  which  was  read  at  his  request,  and 
the  contents  of  which  Mr.  Daiis  said  he  had  stated 
yesterday  three  limes  over.) 

Mr.  CUii/.  of  Kenluckv,  moved  to  include  the 
$20,000,  rejected  last  night,  for  the  Tennessee, 
above  Nashville.     Negatived:  .\yes  12.  noes  If). 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Bayard's  mo- 
tion, modified  as  above,  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
instructions,  as  above,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Bayard, Buchanan  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Huhbaril,  King.  Linn,  Lvon,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Bobbins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard.  Tallmadge, Tipton,  Web- 
ster, Williams,  Wright,  Young— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Culhbert, 
Nicholas.  Pierce.  Preslon,  Rives,  Roane,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Wall,  White— 12. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dnvis,  the  committee  had  leave 
to  sit  while  the  senate  were  in  session. 

Mr.  Davis  subsequently  reported  the  bill  modified 
by  the  committee  on  commerce  according  to  their 
instructions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants. 


The  question  being  on  an  amendment  from  the 
committee,  increasing  the  amount  of  land  from 
200,000,  acres  to  300,000 — 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  discussed  passim 
by  Messrs.  Claij,  of  Alabama,  ,illen.  liivci.  Hub 
bard,  Buchanan,  Benloii,  Preston,  and  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  17,  nays  21; 
and  the  bill  was  tlji  n  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  then  look  a  r<cess. 

EVEXINfi    SI;SSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  all  the  pension  hills 
from  the  house  which  had  heoii  favorably  reported 
on  by  the  senate  commilters  were  takcli  up,  con- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  bill,  unfavorably  reported  on,  in  bi  half  of  the 
heirs  of  a  captain  Hunter,  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
Crilt.-nden.  in  advocating  the  hill,  staled  that,  in  the 
revoluliouary  war,  btdug  asked  by  his  men  the  mean- 
ing of  si/ic  yi/a  jioh,  captain  Hunter  told  thenj  that 
it  jueant  the  three  principal  isl.inils  in  I'.issaiT.aqund- 
dv  bay,  which  were  i't\'er  to  be  gi\en  up.  The 
bill  imlwilhstanding,  was  given  up,  or  reji'Cled,  on 
ordering  il  to  a  third  reading:   Yeas  16,  na\s  I!). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  iniprovemtnl  of  harbors  and  rivers,  with 
the  amendments  as  reported  from  committee,  ac- 
cording to  their  instructions,  sinking  out  the  sec- 
lion  ohererl  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  give  discretion  over 
the  appropriations  to  the  executive,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  a  provision  that,  if  the  public  service 
should  require  il,  only  filly  per  cent,  of  each  ap- 
propriation above  !S!I2.000  sliould  be  expended  in 
183S,  and  llie  reinaining  half  in  lS3f>;  also  insert- 
ing $'48,000  for  a  sea-wall,  at  Buflalo,  New  York. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill, 
in  this  lorin,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the 
Ibllowing  vole: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Allen,  Bayard.  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis.  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Smilh.  of  Imllana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 
—24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Clay, of  Alabama,  Crit- 
tenden, King,  Moutoii,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston, 
Roane,  Strange,  White— II. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

On  molionof  Mr.  Roane,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  (yeas  Hi,  nays  12)  appropriating  not  more  than 
$15.1100  for  the  'erection  of  a  United  Stales  court 
house  in  Alexandria,  D.  C.  Mr.  Clay  moved  to  re- 
duce Iheappropriation  to  .^'o.OdO  (rejected, )and  Ihen 
to  ,§10,000,  (also  rejected:)  Ayes  13.  noes  17.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  lake  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 
Negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up 
the  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
fortifications  for  the  year  1838.  The  amendments 
to  the  bill  oliered  by  the  senate  committee  were 
agreed  to.  IMr.  Wall  offered  a  proposition  to  fol- 
low the  appropriation  of  :g:40. 000  for  Fort  Delaware, 
on  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river,  author- 
izing the  executive  to  quiet  and  secure  the  title  of 
the  United  Slates  to  the  soil,  by  purchase  or  inquest, 
as  to  him  should  appear  best.  A  long  and  earnest 
discussion  followed  on  Ihe  amendment,  and  on  the 
subject  generally,  in  which  Messrs.  Wall,  Hubbard, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Clai/lnn, 
Southard,  and  Webster  participated.  Mr.  Wall's 
amendment  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Kentuckv,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Merrick.  Mou- 
ton, Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Trotter,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  B.ayard,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama. Clayton,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana.  Strange,  Tipton,  White,  Wright, 
—  19. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe 
appropriation,  $40,000,  for  this  object.  Advocated 
by  Mr.  Southard,  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wall,  Bucha- 
nan, and  I(V6s/€r,  and  carried  in  the  atfirniativc,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crit- 
tenden. Huhbard,  King,  Lvon,"  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Ruggles',  Sevier,  Smilh,  of  Indi- 
ana, Southard,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter, 
While.  Williams— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bavard,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Clayton,  Davis,  Fultcm.  Mouton,  Niles,  Rives, 
Rohbins,  Wall.  Webster,  Wright— 14. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  several  sena- 
tors declared  their  determination  to  vote  against  the 
bill  on  account  of  the  rejection  of  the  $40,000  for 
Fort  Delaware;  the  bil!  was  reported  to  the  senate 


On  the  question  ol  agreeing  in  Ihe  senate  to  the 
striking  out,  in  committee  of  the  wdi'.le,  the  $40,000 
for  Fort  Delaware,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  15,  nays  1!),  so  that  the  $40,000was  reinserted. 

Mr.  Il'ail  again  oliered  his  amendment  as  above, 
and,  after  a  long  ilebale,  it  was  again  rejected:  Yeas 
8,  nays  23;  as  was  also  a  substitute  for  it,  oliered  by 
Mr.  bayard. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  Ihe  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  making  ap- 
[uopriations  forthe  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
for  1838,  with  various  ainendments.  which  were 
reail  and  agreeil  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
the  bill  was  amended  l)y  an  appropriation  to  iiulem- 
nity  Mr.  Baker  and  others,  confined  by  the  British 
aulhorilies  on  account  of  the  northeastern  boundary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  il  was  amended  by  adding 
a  section  provided  to  supply  the  several  slates  each 
with  a  standard  balance.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rivea, 
it  was  further  amended  by  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  new  machinery  for armory. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  $1400  was  inserted 
for  a  complete  catalogue  of  the  congress  library. 
V;irious  other  amendments  were  olf'ered  anil  reject- 
ed. The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reailing. 
I  The  .senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
I  house  to  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  and 
i  discontinue  others. 

Also,  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
to  readmit  Ihe  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by 
fire  in  New  York. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  senate  bill 
to  authorize  Charles  Day  and  others  to  import  iron 
steamboats  free  of  duly,  were  amended  by  Ihe  sen- 
ale,  then  concurred  in  as  amended,  and  the  bill  sent 
back  to  the  house. 

The  r/i«;>prf  sented  a  message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  and  a 
letter  from  general  Jesup.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  various  bills  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
day were,  by  consent,  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  hill  from  the  house  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  New  York  for  the  services  of 
her  militia  on  the  northern  frontier,  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Various  additional  private  bills  were  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads 
in  Florida, 

And  the  hill  to  reorganize  Ihe  legislative  council 
of  Florida.  Here  severally  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  concurred  in  Ihe  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  beacons,  buoys,  surveys,  &c. 
for  IS38. 

Also,  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  Ihe  West  Point  Military 
Academy  for  1838.  And  in  their  amendments  to 
the  bill  lo  establish  additional  land  offices  in  Lou- 
isiana and  Arkansas. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  While,  the  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  for  Ihe  settlement  of  claims  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830,  were, 
with  Ihe  bill,  laid  <m  the  table. 

Also,  the  amendments  and  the  bill  to  invest  certain 
Indian  funds  in  slate  stocks. 

The  senate,  after  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
having  held  a  long  executive  session,  adjourned  till 
nine  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

July  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  president 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  commiiiiicalc 
to  the  senate,  at  its  next  stated  session,  detailed 
statements  of  the  per  cenlage  allowed  to  the  vari- 
ous disbursing  ofiicers  of  Ihe  government  for  1837, 
and  of  the  olhrr  compensation  allowed  to  the  same 
persons  for  the  same  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw, for  the  purpose  of  presenting  at  the  depart- 
ments, all  the  petitions  and  papers  relating  to  Ihe 
claims  of  the  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who 
were  married  prior  to  1794,  and  provided  for  in  a 
general  law  passed  at  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. 

The  senate  then  held  an  executive  session. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  IIVieA/,  two  members  of  a  joint 
committee  were  authorized  lo  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  on  Ihe  part  of  Ihe  senate,  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  and  inform  him  that, 
unless  he  had  other  communications  lo  make,  con- 
gress had  now  closed  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  conclude  the  present  session  by  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Culhbert  were  appointed  by 
i  the  chair  on  this  committee, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  following  rule,  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Uayard,  from  the  select  coinmiltee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to: 

Rule  47.  The  following  persona,  and  none  others, 
shall  be  admitied  on  the  floor  of  the  senate:  mem- 
bers of  the  ho.ise  of  represei.tatives,  and  their 
clerks;  the  secretary  of  stale,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  the  attorney  genera^,  and  the  postmas.er  gen- 
eral; the  private  secretaiy  of  the  president,  chap- 
lains to  congress,  judges  of  tlie  United  States,  fo- 
reign ministers,and  their  secretaries;  officers  who,  hy 
name,  have  received,  or  shall  herealter  receive,  the 
thanks  of  congress  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  service  of  their  country,  or  who  have 
received  medals  by  a  vote  of  congress;  the  governor 
for  the  time  being  of  any  state  or  territory  of  the 
union-  the  ex-governors  of  the  several  states;  such 
ijentlemen  as  have  been  heads  of  departments,  or 
members  of  either  branch  of  congress;  persons 
who,  for  the  lime  being,  belong  to  the  respective 
state  and  territorial  legislatures,  and  persons  be- 
longing to  such  lesislatiires  of  foreign  governments 
as  are  "in  amity  witli  the  United  States;  two  report- 
ers, for  each  of  the  daily  papers,  and  one  rrpor-ter 
for  each  tri-weekly  paper  published  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  whose  names  shall  be  cominuniciited 
in  writing,  by  the  editors  of  those  papers,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  senate,  and  who  shall  confine  them- 
selves to  the  seats  now  provided  for  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  thanks  of  the  sen- 
ate were  unanimously  awarded  to  hon.  Wjlliain  R. 
King  for  the  fidelity  and  ability  with  which  he  hail 
pertbrined  the  duties  of  his  office  as  president /jro 
tern,  of  the  senate. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  house  fliat  the 
16th  joint  rule  be  so  far  suspended  as  to  authorize 
the  action  of  the  senate  on  the  joint  resolution  to 
print  the  Madison  papers.  The  request  was  com- 
plied with,  the  joint  resolution  was  riCeived  as 
amended  by  the  house,  and  the  senate  concurred  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  A'i'c/io/as  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
banks  in  New  Orleans;  which  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble; and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  Irom  thejoint  committee  appoinleil 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inforrrj  him  that,  it  he  hail  no  farther  communica- 
tion to  make,  congress  were  now  ready  to  adjourn, 
reported  that  they  had  perlbrmed  the  duly  assigned 
them,  and  that  the  president  had  requested  them  to 
say  to  the  senate  that  he  had  no  further  communi- 
cation to  make,  except  to  express  respectfully  to 
the  senate  his  wish  for  the  sale  return  of  the  mem- 
bers to  their  respective  homes. 

'.''he  senate  having  been  notified  by  the  house 
that  they  were  now  ready  to  adjourn,  Mr.  Norutll, 
moved  that  the  senate  do  now  adjourn  sine  die: 
whereupon,  the  president  pro  (on.  Mr.  King,  made 
a  brief,  appropriate,  and  feeling  farewell  address; 
and  then 

The  senate  adjourned  nine  die. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESEN'T-^TIVES. 

Saturday,  June  30.  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  en- 
filled  to  the  floor,  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Cushman,  who 
made  an  etlbrt  to  get  a  report  consiilered  from  Ihe 
committee  on  commerce,  but  without  success. 

Mr.  Potter  wished  to  make  a  statement  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  belbre  the  house.  Mr.  Adams 
consenting,  he  stated  that,  from  letters  received 
from  friends  of  his  in  the  Penl^;sylvania  legislature, 
he  learned  that  a  joint  resolution,  offered  in  that 
body,  instructing  their  senators  and  requesting  their 
representatives  to  oppose  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  union,  was  agreed  to  in  the  senate  by  a  vote 
of  22  to  6;  but  in  the  house  was  indifinilely  post- 
poned, 41  to  38;  the  41  being  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration. 

Mr.  ^dams  then  proceeded;  fir-st  noticed  this 
statement,  (as  an  evidence  of  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  being 
against  the  annexation,  and  the  expression  of  their 
will  only  checked  by  a  strict  parly  vole,)  and  then 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  ri»-htof 
women  to  petition  congress.  He  next  commented 
on  the  resolution  he  had  offered,  and  took  up  the 
constitutional  question  of  the  right  of  congress  to 
admit  a  foreign  state  into  the  union.  Some  pretty 
brisk  explanations  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  S.  C,  on  the  innocence  and  influence 
of  slavery. 

Before  Mr.  A.  had  concluded  his  argument,  the 
morning  hour  expired. 

The  Speaker  proclaimed  the  orders  of  the  day. 
A  struggle,  as  usual,  commenced  as  to  getting  dif- 
ferent subjects  takeri  up. 

Mr.  Noijes  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 


Resolved.  That  to  the  end  of  the  present  session, 
no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  fif- 
teen rniuules  at  one  time,  and  not  more  than  once 
to  the  sa.r.e  question,  without  leave  of  the  house, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  speaker  of  the  house 
and  Ihe  chairman  of  the  committee  to  call  the  mem- 
ber to  order  who  violates  this  rule. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Garhmd,  of  La.,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  But.  be- 
fore lliey  were  called,  the  resolution,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Elmore,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr. /u/g-orf  made  an  efibrt  to  have  one  hour  of 
this  day  assigned  lor  the  consideration  of  his  reso- 
lution repealing  the  section  of  the  law  of  ISltS, 
containinga  restriction  in  relerence  to  banks  issuing 
small  notes.  He  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to 
limit  its  operation  to  Ihe  1st  of  March  next;  and 
then  demanded  the  yeas  arid  nays  on  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules.  They  were  ordered  and  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  105,  nays  86.  As  it 
requires  two-thirds  of  the  house  to  suspend  the 
rules,  Ihe  rules  were  not  suspended.  Mr.  Cui<hman 
moved  lo  suspend  Ihe  rules  to  receive  the  reports 
of  committees.  Lost.  The  Speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
2.3th  instant,  in  relatiori  to  the  kind  of  funds  which 
were  fi:rnished  pension  agents  in  the  :tate  of  Ar- 
kansas with  which  to  pay  the  claims  of  pensioners, 
distinguishing  between  Ihe  amounts  furnished  in 
specie  and  bank  notes,  and,  where  bank  notes  were 
furnished,  stating  the  difl'erent  banks,  as  far  as 
practicable,  which  issued  Ihe  notes  so  i"urnished, 
and  the  amount  on  each  bank. 

Several  tills  from  the  senate  were  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  a  bill 
permitting  vessels  turned  away  from  Ihe  blockaded 
ports  of  Mexico  to  land,  irniler  cer-tain  restrictions, 
their  cargoes  in  ports  of  Ihe  United  States  free  of 
duty,  in  case  of  re-exportation,  received  its  third 
reading,  and  was  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "to  increase  the  present 
military  establishment  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  and 
Ibi  other  purposes,"  was  reail  a  third  time;  when 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  it  be  re- 
committed,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  all  the 
clauses  of  the  bill  proposing  any  increase  in  Ihe 
number  of  officers,  or  in-crease  of  pay,  and  also  the 
section  (or  the  raising  of  an  additional  regiment  of 
infantry. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  desultory  debate,  the 
particulars  of  which  may  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose  and  said  that  he  had  voted  for 
the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  Ihe  bill,  last 
night,  with  great  reluctance.  He  was  then  very 
much  dissatisfied  with  it.  He  had  voted  for-  many 
amendments  which  had  been  rejected;  arnl  when,  at 
last,  he  was  compelled  lo  vote  uiiiier  the  force  of 
the  i>revious  question,  before  it  could  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  be  satisfactory  to  him  and  Ihe  house, 
notlung  but  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  sitrra- 
tinri  of  Ihe  country  required  more  troops  at  present 
couJd  have  induced  him  to -cast  the  vole  in  its  fa- 
vor. However,  he  then  had  voted  under  a  rnisap- 
prehensioir,  and  was  mistaken  as  to  Ihe  meaning  of 
the  loth  section.  He  now  considered  Ihe  interpre- 
tation pirt  upon  that  section  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Whittlesey)  as  correct,  and  coirki  not 
vote  for  tlie  final  passage  of  the  bill  unless  Ihe 
meaning  of  that  section  was  made  to  conform  to 
Ihe  obvioirs  intention  of  Ihe  house.  He  had  ob- 
jections lo  many  of  the  ilctails  of  the  -bill.  And  he 
believed  that  he  hazanled  ni^thing  in  saying  that 
the  bill  was  not  entirely  satisfaclory  to  any  member 
of  the  hoirse.  Such  being  the  case,  he  Ihoirghl 
that  the  application  of  the  previous  question  was 
but  an  unwise  mode  of  forcing  legislation.  He 
would  therefore  move  that  the  vote  of  last  night, 
by  which  the  bill  was  ordervd  to  be  engr-ossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  be  reconsidered.  He  Iho-ught  this 
the  best  method  of  getting  at  the  question,  so  as  to 
put  the  bill  in  a  shape  that  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  all.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  recon- 
sider. 

Pending  the  motion  for  reconsideration  the  hour 
of  recess  arrived,  and  the  house  took  the  usual  re- 
cess till  the  afternoon. 

[The  subject  was  not  resumed  in  the  afternoon, 
in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of  special  or- 
ders.] 

EVENING     SESSION. 

The  house  went  into  commillee  of  Ihe  whole,  in 
pursuance  of  the  special  order,  (Mr.  Owens  in  the 
chair.)  and  look  up  senate  bills  175,  147,  2.37,  and 
2.3S,  and  house  bills  832  and  854,  being  bills  remit- 
ting duties  on  iron  imported  lor  the  coiistruclion  of 
steamboats  by  certain  corporations  and  individuals. 

They  were   all   reported   to   the   house  without 


amendment,  excepting  8-54,  to  remit  certain  duties 
upon  iron  imported  lor  the  cunstruction  of  iron 
steamboats.  ^ 

The  senate  bill  147,  to  aulhoiize  Day  Sc  Butts  to 
import  iron  steamboats,  beingtaken  up,  as  reported, 
Mr.    Cushvian    nio\edlolay    the  same  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  begged  that  the  motion 
might  be  withdrflwn  for  one  moment,  as  he  wished 
to  make  an  explanation  in  regard  to  an  amendment 
offered  at  his  instance  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce.  The  moliori  being  uithdrawn, 
Mr.  Lyon  expressed  a  hope  that  Ihe  bill  would  not 
be  opposeil.  He  said  that  captain  Fry,  ol  Mobile, 
a  most  enterprising  and  nselul  man,  and  one  who 
had  had  much  experience  in  steam  navigation,  pro- 
posed  to  attempt  Ihe  navigation  ol  the  rivers  in  Ala- 
bama viith  an  iron  steamboat.  He  was  disposed  to 
make  the  experiment  at  his  own  risk  and  expense, 
and  had  only  asked  the  government  to  remit  Ihe  du- 
ties on  its  imporlalion.  The  attempt  was  one  in 
which  the  country  was  much  interestf<l.  He  be- 
lieved the  object  of  captain  Fry  was  lo  test  the  util- 
ity of  iron  steamboats  for  summer  navigation  in  the 
southern  waters.  It  was  well  known  lo  every  gen- 
tleman acquainted  with  Ihe  southern  rivers  that,  in 
the  snrnriier,  they  were  generally  low,  and  tliflScult 
of  navigation  by  ordinary  steamboats.  Accidents 
had  often  occurred,  during  low  stages  of  Ihe  water, 
from  snags  and  other  impediments,  to  wliich  iron 
steamboats  would  not  be  liable.  Iron  steamboats 
were  irnderstood  to  be  of  less  draught  of  water  than 
such  as  we  now  hail  in  use;  and,  if  they  could  be 
successfully  used,  he  had  no  doubt  rheir  introduc- 
tion would  be  of  very  great  benefit  lo  Ihe  foirnlry. 
Tfie  speedy  transportation  of  Ihe  marl  might  be 
ensirred  if  such  boats  were  employed  as  could  safe- 
ly navigate  the  sotithern  rivers  at  low  stages  of  the 
water.  He  said  congress  had  remitted  the  duties  on 
rail  road  iron,  and  he  was  surprised  that  an  objec- 
lion  should  be  raised  lo  remitting  Ihe  duties  on  an 
iron  steamboat.  He  recoUected  lo  have  noticed 
that  the  British  government  had  promised  much 
more  ample  aid  lo  Ihe  company  formed  to  navigate 
Ihe  AHfliitic  by  steam-ships  than  \^ as  asked  by  cap- 
tain Fry  and  olheis,  uho  proposed  to  import  each 
an  iron  steamboat.  The  Atlantic  Steam  Navigation 
Company  had,  he  believed,  a  gtiaranly  from  their 
government  that  their  experiment  should  not  involve 
them  in  expense  or  loss.  In  the  cases  before  Ihe 
iionse,  no  aid  or  guaranty  as  to  loss  is  askrtl  of  Ihe 
government,  although  the  experiment  is  one  which, 
if  successful,  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try, and  perhaps  save  the  loss  of  much  properly. 
It  was  simply  asked  that  the  dulii  s  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  boats,  and  such  implements  as  might  be 
necessary  to  keep  Ihein  in  repair,  should  be  remit- 
ted; and  he  repealed  Ihe  hope  that  all  opposition  to 
Ihe  bill  might  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  L.  then  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  this 
motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  82, 
nays  58. 

The  hour  for  which  this  subject  bad  been  made 
the  special  order  being  expired,  and  another  special 
order  having  been  called  ior, 

Mr.  ^dams  moved  lo  suspend  the  rules  for  ano- 
ther hour;  which  motion  was  lost;  and  the  house 
then,  according  lo  appointment,  went  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "an  a-ct  to  authorize  Ihe  stale  ol  Tennessee  lo 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  there- 
in described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  lo  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  wilhin  the  same,"  passed 
the  ISlh  Ap.-il,  1806.  Mr.  Shields  moved  that  the 
bill  be  reported  to  the  house.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  hoped  not,  withoirt  discussion. 
Mr.  Shielils  said  that  the  bill  had  been  a  good  while 
before  the  house.  Several  commilleeshad  reported 
in  favor  of  it;  and  he  believed  the  house  had  hecomi 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  its  merits.  Still,  il 
necessary,  he  would  be  perfectly  free  to  meet  anj 
objections  which  might  lie  brought  agatnst  il.  Mr 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  objectid,  at  some 
lenfflh,  to  the  bill,  as  conveying  a  mere  naked  gil 
lo  Tennessee,  there  being  no  obligatron  upon  Ih 
government  to  make  the  required  cession. 

Mr.  Bell  made  some  statements  to  show  that  th 
United  Slates  were  indebted  lo  Ihe  slate  of  Tcnnei 
see  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  for  satisfyir 
land  warrants  of  North  Carolina,  &c.  Mr.  Wi 
Hams  s,-\\d  that  there  were  no  such  claims  in  tf 
compact  between  Tennessee  and  the  Unileil  Stair 

Mr.  Bell  said  "Not  in  the  bond:"  Mr.  Williar 
went  on:  He  did  not  mean  to  use  the  argument  < 
Shylock.  He  was  opposed,  in  principle,  to  Ihe  bil 
and  should  oppose  it,  as  being  unjust  and  inexpi 
dienf. 

Mr.  Connor  said  a  few  words  on  the  same  sid 
with  his  colleague,  and  in  reply  lo  Ihe  argument  i 
Mr.  Bell,  as  to  the  indebtedness  of  Ihe  Unitt 
States  to  'Tennessee.     He  offered  an  amendment : 
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the  bill,  of  which  Ihe  ri-porter  regrets  he  has  not 
been  able  to  ublam  any  idea  of  either  the  letter  or 
the  substance. 

Mr.  Shields  went  into  a  general  defence  of  the 
bill,  against  the  objections  ol  Mr.  Williams.  Mr. 
C.  H.  miliums  lollowed  on  Ihe  .same  side.  Mr. 
Montgomery  «as  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Cniekett  supported  it. 

And  the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Carter, 
IV'illiams,  of  N.  C,  Tilliiighust,  (who  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  land  in  <pieslion,  if  ceded  at  all,  ought 
to  bt  returned  back  again  as  of  no  value,  but  as  a 
girt,)  and  Mr.  Hciichtr.  Mr.  11  iHiams,  of  North 
C.uuliiia,  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill.  Lost.  Mr.  McKennan  moved 
that  the  coininittee  rise,  and  report  the  bill;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

Tile  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  house,  and 
the  question  recurring  upun  its  engrossment,  Mr. 
C.  Sheparil,  ol  iN'orthCaroliiia,  made  some  remarks 
against  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  demanded 
the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  it,  by  request 
of  several  members.  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Lost.  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.  Lost.  Mr.  C.(mp6f//,  of  Ten- 
nessee, made  some  lemarks  in  support  of  the  bill, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Shepard.  Mr.  lV/(  moved  Ihe 
the  previous  question.  i\lr.  Dawson  moved  that 
the  house  adjourn:  Ayes  33,  noes  79. 

So  the  house  refused  tn  adjourn. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

On  ordering  Ihe  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays:  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  motion  for  the  engrossineiU  and  third  read- 
ing was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  51  yeas  to  91  nays. 

"Mr.  Martin,  ol  Alabama,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Moiidav  iie-Kt,  he  should  move  a  reconsideration  of 
that  vote. 

On   motion  of  Mr.  Griffin,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  July  2.  Mr.  Martin,  of  Alab.ima,  rose 
to  make  the  motion  he  had  intimated  on  Saturday, 
to  leconsider  the  bill  rejected  on  Saturday  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  slate  ol  Tennessee  toissue 
grants  and  perlect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de 


Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  ali'airs,  re-  i  whether  they  should  be  introduced  geneially  or 
ported  a  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  second  section  not.  Many  supposed  that  steam  vessels  would 
of  ail  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  or-  prove  to  be,  in  no  short  time,  the  best  batteries  lor 
ganization  of  the  department  of  Indian  allairs;"  the  protection  ol  the  coa-^t.  The  country  wanted 
which  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  |  information  upon  the  subject.  Builders,  and  others 
third  time  to-day.  i  interested,    wire    anxious  to    know    whether   the 

Mr.  Harlan,  for  the  committee  on  private  land  Fulton  was  a  failure  or  not ;  and  desired  to  be  in- 
claims,  reported  senate  bill  No.  68  to  settle  contest- !  liirmed  of  the  manner  of  her  construction,  and  of 
cd  claims  that  have  arisen  under  the  pre  cmiilion  j  her  merits  and  defects.  He  (Mr.  N.)  had  received 
laws.  Also,  senate  bill  No.  '^na  for  the  relicl  of  letters  from  gentleiiim  in  all  parts  of  Ine  country, 
Giirdon  S.  Hubbard,  assignee  of  Jacques  and  Louis  desiring  him  to  transmit  them  these  reports.  But 
Veaux,  with  a  recommendation   that  they  do  not !  he  had  none  to  lorwanl.     He  hoped,  as  this  was  a 


pass.  Committed  to  a  committee  of  the  w  hole  hi 

iMr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported,  without  amendment,  the  senate 
bill  for  the  reliofof  Juan  Belgar,  and  the  senate  bill 
to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Louisiana 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  with  amendments.  Also,  against  the  case 
of  James  Ncvils  and  Luther  Gleason  and  others. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  adairs, 
reported  a  bill  in  relation  to  moneys  received  for  the 
use  of  Indians  or  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
(nirs,  reported  against  the  petition  of  the  magistrates 
of  Diivall  county,  in  Florida,  for  damages  to  the 
court-house  by  United  States  troops. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  the  following; 

Hesolretl,  That  bills  granting  pensions  to  the 
brave  men  who  reclaimed  our  western  posts  and 
protected  our  finntier  under  St.  Clair,  Wayne,  and 
other  commanders,  up  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in 
1794 — '5;  allowing  pensions  for  three  months' 
service  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  allowing 
pensions  to  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  in 
certain  cases,  be  made  the  orderof  Ihe  day  after  the 
hour  of  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday,  5th  instant. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  the  house. 

On  motion  (d  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Kesolvcd,  That  in  tlie  new  arrangement  of  the 
hall,   ordered   bv  the    house,  the    members  of  the 


matter  of  national  iiiipiMtiiice,  and  as  there  was  a 
necessity  that  public  attention  should  be  draw  n  to  it, 
Ihe  objection  would  be  withdiawii.  Mr.  Crary 
persisted  in  his  objection.  Mr.  Russell,  from  the 
select  committee  appc  inled  on  the  si.hji  ct,  repoilcrt 
a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  establishing  an  uni- 
form rule  of  natiirali/ation.  Mr.  Toncey,  lioiii  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a  lull  lor  the 
reliefoflhe  legal  representativi  s  of  Abiel  Wood. 

Mr.  Boon  asked  leave  lo  move  that  the  ruUs  of 
the  house,  appropiialing  an  hour  each  day  for  Ihe 
reception  of  the  reportsand  resolutions,  he  suspend- 
ed lor  therest  of  the  session.  Mr.  /'o//s  objecting, 
Mr.  Boon  moved  that  the  rules  be  siispemled  lo 
enable  him  to  oiler  this  motion.  Lost,  lOI  lo  54  ; 
not  two-thiids. 

The  army  bill  w  us  again  taken  up;  pending  the 
motions, 

1st.  To  recoiisiiler  the  vote  on  rngrossinenl. 

2il.  To  recouuiiit  the  bill,  with  inslriiclioiis. 

Mr.  Thom/ison  expressed  himself  opposed  lo  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  went  to  add  Ihe  topographical 
corps.  But,  as  lo  the  pay  of  officers,  he  thought 
some  increase  was  neces.-ary.  It  was  >haiuelnlly 
inadequate  as  at  present  provirhd.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  extra  rations  for  every  five 
years.  He  passed  a  eulogy  on  the  branch  ol  Ihe 
service  intended  to  be  aiiled  by  this  provision.  He 
was  in  hopes  that  t!ie  bill  miglil  be  recoinuiitled,  or 


house  shall  be  entitled,  as  far  as  may  be,  during  Ihe  ■  reconsidered,  and  made  as  peif  ct  as  possible,  and 


present  congress,  to  the  same  relative  positions  to 
the  chair  wliich  they  now  occupy,  and  that  the 
clerk  assign  the  seats  accordingly. 

Mr.  Sout/igate,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 


scribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  case  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Boon,  reported  a  bill  for 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,"  passed  the  ■  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Daniel  Boone,  de- 
ISth  April,  1806.  ceased. 

Mr.  Mams  hoped  the  reconsideration  would  not  The  select  committee  on  the  memorials  referred 
be  granted.  The  bill  had  been  rejected  by  a  large  to  them  against  the  importation  of  foreign  paupers, 
vote — about  two  to  one.  Mr.  Shields  explained  j  had  leave  to  report  by  bill,  and  reported  a  bill  to 
that  it  was  not  the   intention  of  the  friends  of  the  i  prevent    the    depoitation  of  paupers  from  foreign 

countries  into  the  United  Stairs 


The  bill  having  been  Iw  ice  read,  Mr.  Bcatty  said 
that  he  was  in  a  minority  on  that  committee,  and 
disagreed,  with  the  majority  in  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  bill.  He  hoped  the  bill  and  rcimrf 
would  not  he  printed  until  tlie  minority  had  an  op- 


bill  to  press  the  motion  at  this  session.  The  motion 
to  reconsider  was  entered,  and  the  conversation 
dropped. 

The  Chair  being  about  to  call  the  states  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  petitions,  Mr.  [r/ii7//csfi/ sug- 
gested that  the  call  should  be  omitted,  and  that 
each  member  who  has  petitions  in  his   possession    , 

may   lay  them  on  the  table  to  take  their  place  on  j  that  he  was  also  in  the  minority.     He  thought  the 
the  journal. 

Objection  being  made,  the  rules  were  suspended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Boon,  and  the  order  suggested 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  committee  be 
called  for  reports.     The   Speaker  announced   that 


then  passed  (he  was  williiiglo  say.v\ilhoul  debate) 
by  the  house.  Mr.  Mercer  made  a  lew  remarks, 
the  tenor  of  which  was  entirely  lost,  by  reason  of 
the  position  assumed  by  that  gentleman,  his  back 
being  turned  to  the  repoiter.  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  increase  of 
the  engineer  corps,  and  made  some  statements 
tending  to  show  its  necessity.  Mr.  Maxou,  of  Ohio, 
was  in  favor  of  recommitment.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  undergo  a  thorough  revision  before  it  should 
be  finally  acted  on.  Mr.  McKay  defendeil  Ihe  bill 
as  reported,  at  some  length.  Mr  Grant  moved  the 
previous  queslion,  (on  reconsidering.) — .Vyes  11)1, 
noes  gave  it  up.  So  there  wis  a  second  :  and  Ihe 
main  question  (will  the  house  reconsider?)  was  or- 
dered to  be  put.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question.     Or- 


portunity  lo  express  their  views.     Mr.  Rhett  said  ,  dered.    And  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  by  the 


bill  ought  to  b?  called  a  bill  to  prevent  immigration 
entirely.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  might  lie  on  the 
table  till  next  session,  that  the  minority  might  have 
time  to  express  their  views.  Mr.  //'/mer  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Peniisylvaiiia  (Mr.  Beatty) 
could  bring  in  a  counter  report  in  a  few  days,  and 


the  regularorder  would  be,  if  this  motion  prevailed,    in  the  mean   time  the  bill  ought  to  lie.     Mr.  TffcJ 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  ,  had  never  heard  such  a  request  as  this  made  before 


alfairs,  now  under  consiileration.  Mr.  Jldnms,  who 
was  entitled  to  t':e  floor,  under  this  order,  express- 
ed his  williiigiiess  to  yield  it  for  the  purpose  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Reports  were  then  read  of  committees,  among 
which  were  the  lollowing  : 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  Iroiu  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  in- 
vestmentof  money  received  under  the  will  of  the 
lale  James  Smithson,  of  I..oiidon. 

Mr.  C'usA/nan,from  the  committee  on  commerce, 

'[lorted  a  hill  making  appropriations  for  bnildin 


light-houses,  light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  ,  to  print,  from  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Cushmnn  demanded 
making  surveys  for  the  year  1833.  I  the  previous  question  ;    w  hich  being  ordered 

Mr.  iJouWiii,  from  the' committee  for  the  District!      The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  '■ 

of  Columbia,  made  a  report  upon  Ihe  subject  of  re- '  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  unioi 
moving  the  market  east  of  the  capitol  grounds,  in    bill,  with  the  report,  bj  printed,  p.ic 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  concluded  with  a  reso- 1      Mr.  y'aylor  asked    leave  to  oil 
lution  that  the  said  market  ought  lo  be  removed, 
and   at  the  proper  cost  and   charge  of  the  city  of 
Washington  ;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  PetrUcin, 

Reiolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  furlhpr  consideration  ol 
senate  bill  No.  33,  entitled  "A  bill  relating  to  the  re- 
straining the  circulation  of  small  notes  as  a  curren- 
cy in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary claims,  reported  against  the  cases  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Wyoming  sulferers  in  the  revolu 


following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton, 
Avcrigg,  Beirue,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Burhanan,  Byniiin,  Wni.  B.  Cjlhonn,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Chealham.  Coles, 
Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Daiies, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Rice 
(Jarland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Win.  Giahain,  Grillin, 
Haiuer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haw  kins,  Henry, 
Herod,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones.  Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmilh,  Leadbe'ter.  Logan.  I.\on, 
Marvin,  Sainsnn  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKen- 
ii.in,  Mercer,  Milligan,  IMontgoinerv.  Nav  Inr.  Ogle, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss, Rariden,  Randolph.  Reily,  Kencher.  Ridguay, 
Robertson,  Huinsev,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sheller,  C. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Slnde,  Soiithgalc,  Stanley.  Stone, 
Stralton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast.  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  J.  White, 
E.  Whittlesfv,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams.  C.  ir.  Williams,  Word— .01. 

NAYS.— Messr'=.  J.  W.  Allen,  A  nderi^on.  Banks, 

Beatty,  Bickiiell,  Birdsall.  Boon,  Broadhead.  Bron- 

immiltee  of;  son,  Cambreleng,  Casc-v.  Chanev,  Clark,  Cleveland, 

,  and  that  the    Crockett.    Ciishing,     Davee,    Deberry,     D»Gra», 

ailed.  Droingoole,  Edwards,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 

the   following  i  Richard   Fletcher,    Isaac   Fletcher,   Foster,    Fry, 

resolution  ;  which  was  read  for  the  inlormation  of  I  Gallup,    James    Garland.     Glascock,     Grantlond, 

the  house  :  Grant,  Gray,   Grennell,  Haley,  Hammond,    Harri- 

Rfso/rfi/,  That  three  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  I  son,    Haynes,    Holsey.  Holt,  Hubhy,   William  H. 

report  of  Ihe  secretary  of  the  navv,  transmitting  in-  |  Hunter,  H.  Johnson.  J.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 

formation  incomidiance  with  Ihe"  resolution  of  this    Keim,  Kemble,  Kilgoie,  Lejare,  Lincoln,  Mallory, 

J.  M.  Mason,   Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 

McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  C.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  P.dmer,  Parker, 
Parmentcr,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pcnnybocker.  Phi  Ipj 


that  floor.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  granted. 
II  was  entirely  irregular  and  unprecedented.  Mr. 
Garland  of  Louisiana,  reminded  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  proposition  was  nut  to 
print  extra,  but  only  the  usual  number.  Mr.  Lm- 
coln  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  argument 
of  Mr.  Rhett  that  the  bill  went  lo"  prevent  immigra- 
tion entirely.  Mr.  //()/?m«n  expressed  the  interest 
his  immediate  constituents  had  in  this  question,  and 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  referred  as  moved,  and  thai 
the  reiiort  and  bill  might  be  printeil.  After  a  few 
lemarks  in  favor  of  the  pendinj  nioiion  to  refer  and 


house  of  the  23lh  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  Ihe  steam  fiigate  Fulton,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crary  objected  lo  the  reception  of  the   reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  he  hoped  Ihe  gentleman  would  i  Pickens,   Pluiner,   Potter,   Pratt,   J.    H.    Prentiss, 
withdiaw  his  obiection.     This   report  was   oii  im-  I  Richardson,    Rives.    Robinson,    Serccant,  Snyder, 

„  „.  ...^   ..^„ „„,..... , portant  one.     The  nation  had  made  an  experiment,    Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Titus   Tolauil,_  Towns, 

tionary  war.    Mr.  Potter,  from  the  same  committee    by  introducing  into  her  navy  steam  vessels  of  war,   Turney,   Vail,  AVehster,  Weeks,   A.  S.  White,  T. 
reported  against  the  petition  of  Philip  Cra[po.     Mr.lsfeam    batteries.      The   question    would   soon  be,  1  T.  Whittlesey,  Veil— 95. 
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The  qutsLion  recurring  on  the  motion  to  recoin-  | 
mit,  with  iiistniclioiis,  as  moved  by  iNIr.  Carter,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Bromon  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, (shall  the  bill  pass?) 

On  seconding  this  inolion  the  votestood.  Ayes 
83,  noes  51.     So  there  was  a  second. 

On  the  question  (ahull  the  main  question  be  now 
pul?) 

Mr. /fe/ic/ier  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered; and  the  hou^e  decided  that  the  main  question 
be  noiv  pul,  as  lollows:   Yeas  101,  nays  76. 

And  on  the  final  passaije  of  the  bill,  the  vote  wa.' 
as  t'ullows: 

YliAS — .Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Bctnlcs,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  John  Cal- 
hoori,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Crai^',  Ciishing,  D.uvson, 
Djvee,  D-jberry,  DeGrart',  Droinicoole,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletch- 
er, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, 
Granllaud,  Giant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond. Hamer,  Harnsin,  Hayn^-s,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hut)iey,  W.  H.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Ivei.n,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Kil,'ore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Linn,  Mallorv, 
J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ns, Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parinen- 
ter,  Pams,  Paynter,  Phelp=,  Phillips.  Plumer, 
John  11.  Pre  diss.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Piobinson,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S. 
Wiiite,  J.  While,  T.  P.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yell— 112. 

NAYs — .Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, Athertoii,  Aycri^'g,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bu- 
chanan, William  B.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Connor, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Everelt,  Ewing,  Isaac  Fletcher.  Fillmore,  R.  Gar- 
land, Goode,  J.Giaha.n,  W.  Graham,  Griffin,  Har- 
lan. Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell, 
McKennau,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  C^il- I  ted  to  a 
vary  Morris,  Murray,  Navlor,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Peck,  PetriUin,  Pope,  Potts,  Rarideu,  Randolph, 
Reily,  Rench^r,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Riimsey, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shetier,  C.  Shepard,  Slade, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Thomas,  Thomnson,  Til- 
lingiiast.  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Elisha  Whitlley- 
sey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Word,  Yorke— SO. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendment.^. 

Mr.  Rice  Garltind  moved  to  amend  the  title,  which 
originally  read  as  follows:  "An  act  to  increase  the 
present  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes."  by  inserting  after  Ihe  word 
"states,"  the  following,  "the  pay  of  officers  and 
privates,  and  the  patronage  of  Ihe  executive."  And 
o:i  this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered.  Mr. 
Glascock  demanded  the  previous  question.  Second- 
ed, ordered,  and  carried.  So  the  title  was  adopted, 
as  originally  reported;  and  the  bill  went  to  the 
senate. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice,  and 
appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sers:ean!,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  union. 
Mr.  M'ison,  of  Virginia,  was  called  to  (he  chair. 
Mr.  Sergeimt  moved  to  take  up  bill  394,  being  'he 
bill  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  kc,  which  mo- 
tion prevailed;  and  the  bill  was  about  to  be  read, 
when  Mr.  Gooile  asked  if  it  would  be  in  onler  to 
move,  at  that  time,  that  the  new  harbor  bill  be  ta- 
ken up  and  considered  at  the  same  time  with  the 
bill  already  taken  up.  The  Chairman  responded  in 
the  negative;  and  the  bill  was  read.  Mr.  Scrsieant 
^aid  tiiat  there  were  sundry  amendments  IVom  the 
Cf^mniittee  of  way.s  and  means,  which  he  hoped 
members  would  permit  him  to  oiler  fir.st,  so  as  to 
complete  the  bill  as  intended  to  be  presented  by  the 
couimiltee  of  ways  and  nieai>s.  Mr.  Mercer  sa'u\ 
that  (his  was  a  new  proposition.  The  bill  should 
be  read  clause  by  clause,  and  the  amendments  offer- 
ed afterwards.  Mr.  Seri^ennl  withdrew  his  propo- 
sition, and  the  bill  was  read  clause  by  clause. 

The  first  clause  upon  which  any  debate  arose, 
was  making  an  appropriation  of  96!'. 733  59  for  the 
carrying  on  of  certain  works  in  Ihe  harbor  of  Mich- 
ii:an  city,  la.  Mr.  Uliit:  offered  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  modify  somewhat  the 
plan  prescribed  by  a  former  act  of  congress  for  the 
carrying  on  of  this  work.  Mr.  O/mfcrp/cHg  (after 
Mr.  W.  had  stated  the  necessity  of  the  (iroposed 
amendment)  conceded  that  the  object  of  (he  eentle- 
man  was  a  good  one,  but  that  it  was  not  then  com- 
petent to  make  the  motion  he  had  done.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr.  Under-wood  observed  that  the  act  of  the  last 
congress  appropiiated  ,$30,(100,  and  made  some  in- 
quiries (which  Mr.  White  answered)  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  additional  $60,0(10,  and  then  the 
clause  was  adojded  by  the  committee. 

The  next  cl.iiise  wiiich  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion was,  "for  the  continuing  of  the  works  at  the 
haibor  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Raisin,  Michi- 
gan, $15,000." 

Mr.  Crary  moved  to  amend  this  clause  by  strik- 
ing out  "$15,000,"  and  inserting  "$31,462  37." 
Pendini  this  motion,  the  hour  arrived  lor  the  house 
to  take  its  usual  recess. 

EVE.VING    SESSIO.V. 

Mr.  Lyon  ollered  an  amendment  appropriating 
filty  thousand  dollars  for  the  continuation  of  the  iin- 
piovemerits  commenced  at  Dog  river  bar  and  Chah- 
law  pass,  in  the  bay  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Lijon  addressed  Ihe  committee  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  said  he  felt  much 
regret  that  Ihe  committee  of  ways  and  means  had 
omitted  to  lecoinuiend  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  work  referred  to  in  his  ainenrfment. 
Congress  had,  at  the  last  session,  determined  to 
make  an  improvement  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay 
of  mobile,  by  deepening   the   channel  across  Dog 


appropriation  would  be  exhausted  by  the  next 
month,  would  induce  the  house  to  act  upon  the 
question  of  making  a  further  appropriation  now. 
The  report  to  the  engineer  department,  a  oopy  of 
which  had  been  read,  would  show  that  the  aujount 
proposed  by  his  amendment  was  necessary  lor  the 
present  year. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  bronght  the  subject  of  this 
appropriation  with  (he  facts  connected  with  it,  to 
the  notice  of  a  member  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  (Mr.  McKim,)  who  had  charge  of  the 
bill,  and  whose  unlortnnate  death  had  no  doubt 
been  Ihe  cause  of  the  case  being  overlooked  by  the 
committee  in  their  report.  He  appealed  lo  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  the  case  . 
had  not  as  much  merit  as  any  other  improvement 
embraced  in  the  bill.  He  repeated  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  a  new  work  of  improvement, 
but  simply  provided  an  appropriation  for  one  alrea- 
dy authorized  by  law  and  in  progress.  He  said  he 
would  al.sQ  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Sergeant,)  who  reported  the  bill,  and 
had  charge  of  it  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means;  to  say  whether  any  objection 
could  be  urged  against  jiis  amendment  which  did 
not  ap])ly  to  every  other   case   provided  for  in  the 


iver  bar  and  at  Chalilaw  pass,  and  had  appropriated  :  bill.  All  the  appropriations  embraced  in  the  bill 
.$50,000  towards  the  comjdetion  of  the  woik.  The  applied  to  works  already  commenced.  The  im- 
engineer,  upon  whose  report  the  appropriation  was  provement  in  Mobile  hay  had  been  cimineiiced, 
made,  had  estimated  the  entire  cost  of  the  work  at    and  had  as  much  merit  and  as  strong  cl.ims  lo  at- 


$150,000.  The  sum  heretofore  approprialfil  would, 
as  he  had  been  inlormed  by  a  letter  from  an  intel- 
ligent friend,  have  been  exaiisted  by  the  first  of 
August,  and  he  was  not  willing  the  work  should  be 
arrested  lor  want  ol  funds.  He  desired  that  (he 
clerk  might  read  the  report  of  the  engineer,  cap- 
tain Chase,  upon  which  the  improvement  was  com- 
menced; a  memorial  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  Mobile;  and  also,  a  report  from  captain  Cha.'se  to 
the  ent;ineer  department,  recommending  an  appro- 
piialion  for  the  present  year.  These  papers  hav- 
ing been  read,  Mr.  Lyon  saiil  he  could  imagine  no 
possible  ground  upon  which  the  appropriation 
could  be  refused.  The  work  had  been  coininenc- 
d  by  authority  of  congress,  and,  if  not  prosecu- 
cessffil  lerminalion,  the  amount  al- 
ready expended  would  have  been  thrown  away.  If 
prosecution  of  the  work  was  delayed  for  want  of 
funds,  injury  and  loss  would  result  to  (he  eovern- 
menl  ami  to  those  interested  in  its  completion.  It 
would  be  seen  that  captain  Chase,  whose  character 
lor  Intelligence  and  for  skill  and  experience  in  his 
piofession  was  well  known,  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  improvement,  when  completed, 
would  be  permanent.  It  is  stated  in  his  report  that 
the  depth  of  water  on  Dog  river  bar  does  not  ex- 
reed  9  I-2teet;  that  the  bar  is  composed  of  river  al- 
Iiiviuu,  and  has  not  chauijed  ils  character  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  The  improvement  recommend- 
ed, a;id  which  has  been  commenced  under  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  session,  is  to  deepen  the 
channel  across  the  bar  so  as  to  secure  12  leet  of 
water.  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
say  that  (be  government  and  its  constituents  were 
deeply  interested  in  this  improvement.  Vessels 
(hawing  from  17  to  20  feet  of  water  could  enter  the 
bay  of  Mobile,  but,  ow  iiig  lo  the  obstructions  de- 
scribed in  the  report  from  the  engineer  department, 
vessels  drawing  over  9  1-2  feet  water  could  not 
conveniently  approach  the  city  of  Mobile.  They 
were  compelled  to  remain  at  anchor  at  from  ten  to 
twenty -five  miles  below  the  city,  and  discharge 
their  cargoes,  and  reload  with  the  aid  of  lighiers,  at 
much  expense  and  inconvenience.  This  expense 
and  inconvenience  was  a  matter  of  some  conse- 
quence to  persons  interested  and  concerned  in  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  Mobile.  The  amount  of 
money  asked  of  the  government  to  defray  the  ix 
pense  of  improving  the  navigation  of  Ihe  bay  of 
Mobile  was  small  when  compared  with  the  benefit 
expected  from  the  work.  Upwards  of  300,000 
bales  of  cotton  had  been  shipped  from  Mobile 
during  the  past  winter  ami  spring.  VVitli  this  large 
exportation  of  cotton,  and  a  corresponding  import 
trade,  the  city  and  the  country  interested  in  ils 
trade  and  commerce  had  a  right  to  expect  some 
countenance  from  Ihe  government. 

Mr.  L.  Irusled  that  Ihe  mere  omission  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  recommend  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  considered  a  sufficient 
cause  for  its  rejeclion.  That  committee  had  not 
decided  against  it.  They  had  omitted,  from  some 
cause,  to  act  upon  the  question  at  all;  and  if  the 
law  already  passed,  authorizing  the  improvement, 
was  lo  be  carried  into  effect,  no  argument  could  be 
urged  against  his  amendment  which  would  not  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  lo  every  other  appropriation 
proposed  by  the  hill.  No  one  denied  Ihe  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  work;  all  knew  it  had 
been  commenced  under  the  authority  of  law;  and 
he  hoped  (he  evidence  he  had  adduced,  that  the  last 


tention  Ibis  session  as  any  other  case.  He  hoped 
he  would  not  be  told  that  the  amount  necessary  to 
continue  the  imjirovement  at  Mobile  could  not  be 
obtained  now,  because  the  claim  was  not  sanction- 
ed and  recommended  by  (he  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  He  regretted  he  had  not  the  aid  of 
their  recommendalion,  but  the  failure  of  the  com- 
mittee lo  provide  lor  the  continuation  of  the  work 
referred  lo  had  not  been  his  fault.  He  said  his  con- 
stituents had,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
paid  into  the  public  treasury  a  very  large amountof 
revenue.  They  had  asked  a  small  amount  to  be 
exjiended  in  a  work  which  the  sovemment  was  in- 
terested in  constructing,  and  which  was  of  much 
importance  to  all  persons  engaged  in  commerce. 
He  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  appro- 
priation -Koiild  be  refused. 

Mr.  Cambrelevg  warmly  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  went  into  a  general  course  of  remarks  on  the 
boundless  extravagance  of  congress  in  voting 
money  for  works  ol  internal  improvement.  If  gen- 
tlemen proceederl  as  they  were  now  eoing  on,  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  would  not  be  enough 
for  completing  Ihe  works  proposed.  He  adverted 
to  the  rise  of  this  policy  in  the  latter  pari  of  Mr. 
Adams'  administration,  and  lectured  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  Ihe  house  for  their  importnnilies  to 
the  chief  of  the  topographical  bureau  for  more  sur- 
veys, and  for  the  extension  of  those  already  begun. 
Gentlemen  might  go  on  offeiing  amendments  in 
committee;  but  when  this  bill  should  come  into  the 
house  he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  every 
individual  item,  and  the  bill  should  be  made  a  test 
of  principle.  He  severely  reproached  those  friends 
of  the  administration  who,  at  a  lime  like  this, 
when  the  treasury  was  represented  as  bankrupt, 
and  the  go\'ernment  was  daily  taunted  on  ils  extra- 
vagant expenditures,  were  demanding  appropria- 
tions on  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. He  was  very  indignaiif  that  in  this 
one  bill  there  should  be  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars devoted  lo  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors on  the  lakes.  If  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  had  had  the  requisite  time  to  examine  the 
various  items,  this  never  would  have  happened, 
but,  being  obliged  to  report  these  bills  within  thirty 
days  from  the  opening  of  the  session,  it  had  been 
impracticable. 

Mr.  Palmer,  of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time, 
but  his  back  being  to  the  reporters,  what  he  said 
was  not  heard,  nor  can  they  tell  on  which  side  of 
(he  question  he  spoke.  Mr.  ^^dams  said  he  had 
been  exceedingly  edified  by  the  lecture  delivered 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  the  castii^ation  he  had  administered  lo 
gentlemen  of  both  parties  for  being  willing  to  vote 
money  for  works  of  internal  improvement  for  (he 
good  of  the  nation.  The  gentlemen  had  reminded 
the  house  that  at  Ihe  beginning  of  Mr.  A.'s  admin- 
istration there  had  been  no  such  appropriations. 
Mr.  A.  was  sorry  for  it.  Mr.  Camhrelens  here  ex- 
plained. His  object  had  not  been  to  criminate  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Neither  bis  ror 
any  o(her  administration  was  answerable  for  this 
system  of  expenditure.  It  had  bad  its  birlh  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  they  alone  were  an- 
swerable for  it. 

Mr.  Jldams  did  not  thank  the  gentleman  for  so 
excusing  him;  the  more  of  (his  blame  he  laid  a(  the 
door,  the  better.  Not  a  dollar  of  Ihe  whole  amount 
which  had  ever  been   voted  for  works  of  (his  de- 
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scriplion  Mould  Mr.  A.  wisli  back  iii  the  treasury. 
And  as  lor  tlie  geiitluinan's  cistigatioii,  Mr.  A  liail 
eniliirij  helore  now  perhaps  evtii  gri'aler  calamities 
than  that.  But  there  was  one  question  which, 
whelhei  by  right  or  by  coinies)  he  conid  not  tell, 
(f.T  it  seenicd  that  inenibors  new  had  no  rii;ht  to 
put  questions  to  the  heads  of  committees,  he  de- 
sired to  put  to  the  honorable  chairiuan.  There  w  as 
a  rumor  current  about  the  house  tliat  that  eentle- 
man  was  likely  to  I'avor  the  house,  beliue  ils  ad- 
jouruiuenl,  with  another  treasury  note  bill;  he 
wished  to  know  il'siich  was  or  was  not  tlie  case. 

Mr.  Ciiinbrelciig  replied,  that  if  the  lionorable  I 
gentleman  expected  another  treasury  note  bill,  it  i 
must  be  from  those  w  ho  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  I 
now  before  the  house;  lie  would  certainly  get  none  j 
from  the  comniitlee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  .Mims  was  happy  to  hear  lliat  no  such  bill ' 
was  to  be  reported  Irom  that  committee;  he  felt , 
very  sure  that  the  friends  of  the  harbor  bill  woiilit  i 
brin;  none  forward.  Mr.  .\.  then  went  into  some 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill ;  which  lie  maintain- 
ed as  an  econo.nical,  and  not  an  extravagant  niea-  | 
sure.  The  empire  state,  he  bilteved,  was  pretty 
liberally  treated  in  the  bill.  True,  there  was  noth- 
in.;  lor  the  gentleman's  own  city;  but  there  wer.? 
provisio.is  for  the  harbors  on  the  lakes.  Perhaps 
the  wrath  maniiested  by  the  honorable  chairman  ' 
might  01  i:;inale  from  some  lesrntment  against  the 
good  people  ofthe  state  of  New  York  for  certain  re- 
cent mauifestaiions  of  opinion,  and  this  might  in- 
duce him  so  vehemently  to  oppose  the  bill".  But 
while  the  gentleman  was  so  ze;ilau3,  this  allernoon, 
in  b  'h.ilf  of  economy,  when  this  harbor  bill  was  up, 
where  had  been  his  economy  this  morning,  when 
he  voted  to  impose  a  permanent  tax  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the  standing 
army .' 

Mr.  A.  here  went  at  considerable  length  into  a 
statement  of  his  objections  to  tliat  bill,  until  he  was 
reminded  by  Mr.  Chambers  that  the  army  bill  had 
passed,  and  that  it  was  the  harbor  bill  which  was 
now  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Cdinbreleng  vindicated  his  own  course  in  vo- 
ting for  tlie  ar.ny  bill  as  being  a  measure  of  econo- 
my on  the  widest  scale.  Had  that  bill  not  passed, 
the  d'^fence  of  tlie  fiontiers  would  have  cost,  in- 
stead of  one  and  a  half  millions,  four  or  five  mil- 
lions. The  bill  would  save  the  country  three  mil- 
lion annually,  now  and  forever.  The  services  of 
militia  cost  the  ^ov,-rnnient  five  limes  bs  much  as 
those  of  regulars.  Mr.  .Mams  replied,  and  warmly 
defended  the  policy  of  employing  militia,  rather 
than  mercenaries,  even  at  ten  times  the  expense  ; 
especially  where  Ihe  object  was  to  keej^  down  our 
own  people.  Mr.  A.  spoke  with  much  feeling 
against  pointing  bayonets  at  Ihe  breasts  of  our  own 
people,  and  hinted  that  if  paid  soldiers  w  ere  so  em- 
ployed on  our  northern  frontier  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  purpose  would  be  accomplished. 

He  went  on  at  great  length  into  the  subject,  un- 
til .Mr.  Grenuell  appealed  to  the  chair  to  say  whe- 
ther the  remarks  ol'  his  colleague  were  strictly  in 
order.  The  Chair  said  they  had  been  permitted, 
thus  far,  as  a  reply  to  Mr.  Cambreleng,  but  were 
not  strictly  in  order. 

Alter  some  further  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  in 
which  he  closed  with  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
threats  of  the  cl;airinar.  of  the  committee  of  wavs 
and  means  would  deter  no  member  from  the  inde- 
pendent exercise  ot  hi?  rights. 

Mr.  Foater  signified  Iuf  surprise  at  the  attack  of 
the  chairniau  on  the  bill  his  commiltee  had  report- 
ed to  the  house.  It  was,  however,  a  subject  of  con- 
gratulation thai  a  majority  of  that  commiltee  did 
not  agree  in  sentiment  witFi  their  chairman. 

Mr.  Camhrelenii  said  his  colleague  was  entirely 
mistaken.  A  inaiority  of  the  committee  did  agree 
with  him  fully.  Mr.  Foster  said,  this  made  the  mat- 
ter still  more  extraordinary.  Whence  came  Ihe 
bill?  How  did  it  get  into 'the  house?  Was  it  re- 
ported by  a  committee,  the  majority  of  whom 
thought  it  extravagant  and  dangerous,  and  calcula- 
ted to  injure  the  government,  and  bankrupt  the 
Ireasury  ?  N'o  report  from  a  minority  expressed 
dissent;  not  a  word  had  been  said  that  would  lead 
to  such  an  idea.  The  bill  had  been  regularly  re- 
ported, months  ago  ;  and  now,  on  its  passage,  came 
the  declaration  that  a  majority  of  the  committee 
were  opposed  to  it !  If  so,  why  did  they  report  it? 
He  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  called.  He 
was  ready  to  meet  them,  and  to  go  to  the  common- 
3ense  ofthe  people  of  his  own  state.  Mr.  F.  made 
some  strong  remarks  on  Ihe  fact  that  the  opposition 
to  works  for  the  protection  of  commerce  should 
come  from  the  representative  of  the  commercial 
emporium  ofllie  state  and  ofthe  union.  He  wish 
ed  his  colleague  would  look,  for  once,  beyond  the 
ovenslaugh,  and  remember  the  weighty  interest? 
embarked  on  the  western  waters  and  rivers  of  his 
3wn  state.     He  was  willing  his  own  vote  for,  and 


hi.-!  colleague's  against,  the  bill  should  be  laid  before! 
Ihe  people  of  New  York.  | 

Mr.  Lyon  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 
amendment  he  had  olfered,  which  he  fared  was 
likely  to  be  Ibrgotleu  in  a  general  contest  on  the 
policy  ofthe  bill.  Mr.  Scrgrim'.  though  approving 
the  object  of  t.he  amendment,  observed  that  no  re- 
port from  the  department  had  been  received,  nor 
estimate siibmitled.  Mr.  S.  exonerated  himself,  as 
amembfrof  Ihe  comniitlee  ol  ways  and  uieans, 
from  all  share  in  the  fact  of  its  having  been  report- 
ed, while  a  niHJorily  ofthe  committi'e  were  against 
the  hill  an.l  liie  policy  on  which  ii  was  founded. 
He  had  not  been  pie-;ent  al  Ihe  time;  and,  had  he 
entertained  tlie  remoti'St  idea  that  such  was  the  fact, 
he  never  uould  ha\e  consented  to  take  charge  of 
the  bill;  which,  at  any  rate,  he  had  (Uily  done  in 
consequence  of  the  dealh  of  .Mr.  McKim,  who  had 
had  it  in  charge  originally.  Mr  S.  spoke  with 
warmth  against  the  assumption  of  authority  by  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  to  tell  the  house 
that  works  ol  improvemcnl  ordered  by  both  houses, 
and  ordained  by  law.  should  not  be  carried  on. 
That  was  not  its  province.  It  was  to  report  on 
the  means  of  fulfilling  the  law,  not  condemning, 
the  law  as  ruiiions,  and  extravagant,  and  profligate.  ] 
They  hail  iio  authority  to  say  that  an  act  of  congress 
should  be  rep'  aled,  or  should  become  a  dead  letter. 
The  chairman  might  be  ever  so  mi'ch  opp<ised  to 
measures  of  this  kind,  but  congress  had  maile  them  ! 
law  in  spite  of  his  opposition  ;  and  now,  as  enjoying  | 
the  high  lionoi  of  b^ung  chairman  of  so  important  a  j 
committee,  it  was  his  place  not  to  furnish  Ihe  house  I 
with  reasons  against  a  law,  but  with  the  means  off 
executing  Ihe  law.  All  the  works  in  this  bill  had  j 
already  received  the  sanction  of  congress,  and  laws  j 
luail  passed  for  their  completion. 

Mr.  Ciimbrtleiig  said  that,  though,  as  members  of  i 
a  committee,  gentlemen  might  feel  bound  to  report] 
a  bill,  yet,  as  members  ofthe  house,  they  might  op-  j 
pose  and  vote  agaiiL't  it.  Mr.  ScrffCU"/ proceeded 
to  comment  on  the  constitutional  objections  to 
works  of  internal  improvement,  made  by  gentlemen 
who  voted  fiTely  for  fortifications  and  for  a  n:<vy. ' 
But  if  it  was  constitutional  to  protect  our  commerce 
from  enemies  approaching  our  harbors  and  rivers, 
how  could  it  be  unconstitutional  to  protect  it  against 
anatural  enemy  within  the  haiboritself;  and  which 
was  oDen  more  fatal  to  commerce,  and  even  to  hu- 
man life,  than  the  guns  of  the  enemy  ?  Mr.  Cus/i- 
maii  ad\ocated  the  bill.  The  system  had  now  been 
established  lor  thirty  years.  Congress  had  appro- 
priated for  works  in'some  parts  of  Ihe  country,  and 
justice  demanded  they  shnulil  do  Ihe  same  for  others. 
"Mr.  Pfiillijis  said  he  had  examineil  the  papers  in  re- 
lation to  Ihe  proposed  work  in  Mobile  bay,  and  was 
satisfied  of  its  utility  and  great  importance.  He 
explained  why  it  had  not  been  included  in  the  bill, 
owing  to  Ihe  reports  during  too  late,  &c.  Mr. 
Siblci/  went,  at  length,  into  a  speech  (to  be  report- 
ed hereaftei)  in  defence  ofthe  bill,  and  in  veiy  se- 
vere reprobation  of  the  position  taken  by  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Cambreleng)  in  opposition  to  works 
upon  the  streams  and  harbors  of  his  own  state,  and 
for  the  protection  of  that  very  internal  commerce  by 
which  the  wealth  and  piosperity  of  his  own  city 
had  been  so  largely  augmerrted.  It  was  most  strange 
that  every  work  lor  the  improvement  of  the  interior 
of  New  York  should  be  opposed  by  a  certain  poli- 
tical clique  in  the  city  of  New  York.  But  it  had 
ever  been  so.  from  the  first  proposal  ofthe  Erie  ca- 
nal down  to  this  hour. 

The  question  bidng  no\v  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lvnn.  to  remove  an  obstruction  in 
Ihe  harbnr'of  Mnbile.it  was  agreed  to.  .Another 
am-ndinent,  olfered  and  ureed  by  Mr.  ShetroH  U'il- 
Hums,  for  an  appropriation  ol  $'2n,nno  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navitration  of  the  Cumberland 
river  above  Nasliville,  was  agreed  to  :  Ayes  6(i,  noes 
62. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment ; 

*'To  improve  that  portion  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Holslon  rivers  which  was  surveyed  by  col.  S.  H. 
Lohsr,  ofthe  U.  S.  topoiraphical  corps,  in  Ihe  year 
18:i2.  and  for  the  completion  of  the  improiements 
already  begun,  under  said  survey,  $'50,000." 

This  motiim  was  negatived. 

Besides  which  a  great  variety  of  amendments 
were  propo<:ed  in  committee,  for  form  sake,  and  re 
jected  ;  when  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments,  anil 

The  house,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  adjourned. 

Ttifsdiiy.  Jvlii  3.  Mr.  .Idams.who  had  Ihe  floor, 
yielded  to  accommodate  Mr.  Slade.  who  olfered  a 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to.  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  comniitlee  on  so  much  of  the 
president's  message  as  relates  to  a  national  foundry 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing sii.-h  foundry  at  the  city  of  Vergenncs,  in 
the  state  of  Vermont. 


Mr.  Kaylor  wished  to  make  a  motion  thai  3,000 
extra  copies  of  thi'  report  respecting  Ihe  construc- 
tion ofthe  frigate  Kullon  be  piinl<il.  Liave  nlii- 
scd.  Mr.  Keiin  inquired  whether  Ihe  seh  cl  ciun- 
mitlee  on  a  national  foundry  expected  to  re|ioii  ihi.i 
session?  To  which  inquiry  Mr.  Piirl.er  ri]>liiil  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Curluml,  of  Louisiana,  had  a 
correction  made  in  the  journal. 

Mr.  Goixlf  made  an  ellort  to  get  Ihe  commiltee 
of  the  whole  discharged  Iriun  Ihe  house  bill  No. 
592,  to  enable  Ihe  United  Slates  to  bung  into  mar- 
ket Ihe  alti male  sections  ol  land  granted  lor  aidir.g 
the  Eiie  and  Wabash  canal. 

But  obji'Ction  was  maile,  and  loiiijer  time  was 
refused,  at  the  sn^gestion  of  Mr.  Ilouanl.  that  Mr. 
Jhlams  be  permilled  to  proceed,  else  llure  niii;ht  be 
no  lime  oi  opporliinily  for  a  reply  to  his  argument. 

Mr.  Jiliims  then  resumed  Ihe  lloor,  and  pioceid- 
ed  in  his  constitutional  aigiimenl  aerainst  tin  ailniis- 
sion  of  Texas  into  the  Union,  lie  continued  to 
speak  until  alter  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour,  without  concluding. 

Several  senate  bills  were  read  and  referred. 

.\  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Decatur, 
Alabama,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal  Ihe  depo«itc 
act  of  IS38  having  been  read,  Mr.  Caiiilirrleiif;  de- 
livered a  speech  in  its  favor,  contending  llial  the 
law  of  1836  was  in  its  operation  a  nullity,  and  that 
the  true  issue  was  between  this  bill  and  a  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Mcncfrc.  Mr.  /.rgare,  and 
Mr.  I f'lsf  spoke  earnestly  against  the  bill,  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Mr.  Lcgnre  moved  that  Ihe  bill  be  referred  to  Ihe 
commitlee  of  ways  and  means,  and  prinli  d  for  in- 
formation. Mr.  Ctishftian  inquired  of  the  chair,  if 
the  previous  question  should  be  cariiid.  what  the 
main  question  would  be?  The  Cliair  replied  it 
would  be  on  Ihe  engrossment  of  Ihe  bill.  Mr. 
Ciishmon  then  moved  Ihe  previinis  question.  Mr. 
Cinds  moved  a  rail  of  Ihe  house;  which  motion 
prevailing,  Ihe  house  was  called.  Alter  which, 
absentees  were  called.  The  doors  were  then  clos- 
ed, and  excuses  received.  Next,  the  officers  of  Ihe 
house  were  directed,  informally,  lo  wait  on  absent 
members  and  invite  their  attendance.  Mr.  Harlan 
moyed  lo  suspei;d  further  proceedings  in  the  call; 
hut  the  house  refused  to  do  so. 

I'lie  motion  was  renewed;  Ihe  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered;  when  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 
After  some  time,  it  was  renewed  again  ;  and  Ihe 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows  :  Yeas  16-1,  nays  45.  So  the  call  was 
suspend'  d;  and  the  doors  were  thrown  open. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  ;  when  the  ayes  were 
.07,  the  noes  105;  so  the  call  was  not  seconded  by 
the  requisite  majority;  the  house  thereby  refusing 
lo  order  the  bill  lo  its  engrossment  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  Duncan  -then  addressed  the  house  till  the 
expiration  ofthe  morning  sitting,  without  conclud- 
ing bis  remarks. 

EVENING   SESSION. 

Mr.  Duncan  resumed,  and  continued  his  remarks 
in  (avor  of  the  bill  from  Ihe  senate,  to  repeal  the 
depositeact  of  1836,  pending  the  motion  to  refer, 
which  was  under  consideration  befoie  the  recess. 
Mr.  Duncan  had  made  some  progress  in  bis  n  marks, 
w  hen  iMr.  lienclier  rose  lo  order  and  asked  the  chair 
if,  under  the  motion  to  refer,  it  was  comrctent  to 
go  into  the  discussion  of  the  merits. 

The  Chair  said  certainly  not:  and  that,  if  Ihe 
point  were  insisted  on,  he  should  be  obliged  to  re- 
strain the  debate  to  the  particular  qneslion.  The 
motion  was  to  refer  and  p'int,  and  within  a  few- 
days  the  chair  had  found  it  difReult.  on  a  similar  mo- 
tion, to  restrict  Ihe  debute  within  proper  limits. 

Mr.  Duncan  proceeded  to  discuss  the  hill  at  large 
and  having  proceeded  neaily  an  hour  lonier.  was 
commenting  upon  the  course  pursiud  by  Ihe  Bank 
of  Ihe  United  Slates  of  P.-nnsyh  ania  in  financial 
affairs,  when  the  Chair  called  him  to  order,  as  slr.ay- 
ing  widely  from  the  (pi»-stion  urider  consideration. 
Mr.  Duncan  again  proceeded.  Alter  about  half  an 
hour  he  was  called  lo  order  ly  Mr.  Harlan,  for  com- 
menting upon  the  contents  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Bill, 
delivered  some  time  sinre  in  Tenm  ssee.  Mr. /Jun- 
can  airain  resumed,  and  was  procerding  to  illustrate 
one  of  his  arL'nments  by  an  allusion  to  Ihe  earth's 
rotation,  and  that  of  the  sun,  when  llu-  fAnirsaid 
he  was  entirely  unable  lo  see  the  relevancy  of  the 
gentleman's  remarks  to  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. Mr.  Duncan  said  he  would  show  its  relevan- 
cy; and  proceeded  with  his  astronomical  illnslra- 
lions,  and  soon  closed  his  remarks.  Mr.  Lrfnre 
withdrew  his  molion  to  refer  and  print,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  /?oAe/7son,  said,  underslandingtlie  motion  be- 
fore the  house  to  be  that  made  by  tbe  centb-man 
Irom  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  Legare.)  he  should  move 
to  add  specific  iiLstructious;  and  Mr.  U.  then  read 
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the  instructions,  in  substance,  requiring  the  coin- 
raittee  to  report  a  bill  proviiling  lorspecial  deposites, 
and  repealing  all  exislins  laws  prohibiting  tl,e  re- 
ceipt of  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  ol  less 
denomination  than  five  dollais,  or  forbidding  such 
banks  to  be  used  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney- 
Mr.  R.  said  he  would  prefer  to  have  the  question 
taken  on  Mr.  Legare's  proposition  first;  but  it  was 
hi?  intention,  after  that,  to  move  these  instructions. 
H.T  then  proceeded  to  support  the  pending  proposi- 
tion and  his  own.  He  had  desired  before  this  late 
period  of  the  ses.iion  to  give  the  grounds  of  his  pre- 
ference for  the  measure  indicat.'d  in  his  inolion  over 
eith'T  of  the  other  measures,  which  had  their  friends 
and  supporters  in  this  house.  The  sub-treasury 
scheme  had  failed.  The  national  bank  was  unat- 
tainable. The  state  deposite  system  had  not  an- 
swered its  purpose.  And  he  thought  that  the  pre- 
sent was  a  good  opportunity  to  establish  the  spicial 
deposite  plan. 

He  argued  to  show  the  inconsistency  of  the  ad- 
ministration party's  opposing  this  scheme,  alter  the 
recommendation  it  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  and  expressed  his  sui  prise  that  any  mem- 
ber of  that  party  should  be  willing  to  go  home  to 
his  constituents,  without  doing  something  for  the 
keening  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  shouhl,  at  a  proper  time,  urge  the  house  to 
vote  on  his  proposition. 

Ml.  Tillinsihasl  thought  it  impossible  that  the 
house  should  decide  to  separate  without  restoring 
the  public  money  to  the  protection  of  the  laws,  in 
so;na  form  or  other.  He  intimated  his  intenlion  of 
olfering  an  amendment,  alter  a  vote  shall  have  been 
taken  on  those  of  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Legare. 
If  the  house  did  not  engraft  their  action  as  to  the 
keeping  of  the  finances  in  this  bill,  it  would  be  loo 
late  to  do  any  thing  hereafter,  this  session,  this  be- 
ing a  senate  bill. 

He  hopeil  the  previous  question  would  not  be 
moved  U|)ou  so  important  a  measure  as  this,  until  a 
vote  couiil  be  taken  on  these  propositions  to  amend. 

Mr.  Tillinghast's  proposed  amendment  was  then 
read  as  folloivs: 

Slrike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  following,  viz: 

"That  so  much  of  the  act  of  June  twenty-third, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  tlie  deposiles  of  the  public  mo- 
ney," as  prohibits  the  receipt  of  the  notes  or  bills 
of  specie-paying  hanks  which  have  issued,  since 
the  fourth  ot'july.one  thousaml  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -six,  notes  or  bills  of  a  less  denominaf  ion  than 
/ivo  dollars;  be,  ami  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  until 
other  provision  shall  be  made  by  law,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select  and 
employ,  as  depositories  of  the  pi^.blic  money,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  any  legally  es- 
tablished bank  which  shall  redeem  its  notes  and 
bills  on  demand  in  specie,  notwithstanding  it  may, 
since  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  have  issued  or  paid  out  hills  of 
a  less  denomination  than  live  dollars. 

See.  3.  And  be  il  farther  enacted,  That  the  opera- 
tion of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  four- 
teen, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  tlie 
United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred anil  thirty-six,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
suspended  until  further  order  of  congress." 

Mr.  Gra:it  said  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island;  but 
he  thought  all  would  agree  that  debate  wouhl  not 
be  of  a  ail  at  this  stage  of  the  session.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Potts 
demandL'd  a  call  of  the  house;  which  was  ordered: 
and  the  roll  having  been  calleil  twice,  and  once  for 
excuses,  there  were  tound  to  be  tliirti/  members  ab- 
sent. Mr.  Whittlesey  suggested  that  the  officers 
notify  members  of  the  call,  and  request  their  at- 
tendance, and  that  they  be  admitted  when  they  ar- 
rive. During  the  intermission  that  succeeded,  Mr. 
Boon,  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  under 
the  call.  Mr.  Gruy  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  Mr.  Boon  withdrew  his  motion.  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Louisiana,  suggested  that  this  would 
be  a  good  time  for  any  member  who  intends  to  otter 
a  speech  to  the  house  to  speak.  [.\  laugh.]  The 
Chair  said  that  that  would  not  be  regular.  Mr. 
Garlands&\A  that  the  rules  might  be  suspended, 
perhaps,  to  accommodate  gentlemen  so  inclined. 
The  Chair  remarked  that  the  previous  question 
could  not  be  susoeniled.  Mr.  Gar/imd  said  it  might 
be  done  by  general  consent.  Mr.  Cambreleng  sau\ 
he  should  object.  Nobody  wanted  to  hearauy  more 
speaking,  he  presumed. 

All  the  absentees  (not excused)  having  returned, 
txcepling  twenty. 


Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  suspend  the  lurlher  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call;  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered,  he  v\-ithdrew  the  motion;  which  was 
immediately  renewed  by  Mr.  C'umirf/eng-,  who  said 
there  could  not  be  any  doubt  how  this  question 
would  be  decided,  and  he  therefore  moved  to  sus- 
pend all  further  proceedings  under  the  call;  and  on 
this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  order- 
ed. And  the  house  decided  to  suspend  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call,  as  follows:  Yeas  156,  nays 
63.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  made  an  appeal  to 
Mr.  Grant  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  in  order  that  the  question  be  taken  on  the 
amendments  w;:hout  debate.  Mr.  Grant  withdrew 
the  motion.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Dai-ee  simultane- 
ously rose,  and  renewed  the  same.  On  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  the  division 
was:  Ayes  96,  noes  102. 

So  there  was  710  scco;jd.  The  question  recurring 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Legare  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Menefee  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
John  W.  iVIlen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond.  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Cliambers,  Chaney,  Cheatliam, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Goode,  James  Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  H.iwes,  Henry,  He-od,Hoir- 
inan,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Kennedy, 
Kilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
ICennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Philli'ps,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S,  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Charles  Siiepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Soiithgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillin'ghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  Chris.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  Yorke— 119. 

N.A.yS — .Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Boatly,  Bcirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boone, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynnm, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DrGratf,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I. 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkin=, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingliam,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Looinis,  Martin,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter, Paris,  Paynter,  Penny- 
bjcker,  Pefrikin.  Phelps,  Plumcr,  Potter,  J.  H, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer, 
Shelter,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toiicy,  Towns,  Turney,  VaiU  Wajener,  Webster, 
Weeks  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thiiigton.  Yell— 101. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Legare  was  adopted. 

Mr.  r»r/!s  moved  to  amend  the  bill  as  follows: 

".^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  hereafter,  to 
select  and  employ  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Jnne'23,  1836,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulale  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money,'  any  bank  which  shall 
redeem  its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in  specie, 
notwithstanding  it  may  have,  since  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  issued  or  paid  out  bills  of  a  less  denomina- 
tfon  than  five  dollars.  That  the  operation  of  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1836,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  suspended  until  further  order  of  con- 
gress." 

Mr.  Connor  then  moved  the  previous  question, 
the  main  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  amended. 

The  division  on  seconding  was  ayes  94,  noes  104. 
So  there  was  no  second.  [Cries  of  question!  from 
every  part  of  the  house.] 

Mr.  Underwood  was  sorry  to  detain  the  house, 
but  he  thonglit  he  could  modify  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Curtis,  so  as  to  answer  his  purposes  better,  and 
to  meet  the  general  wishes  of  the  house.  He  re- 
minded the  house  that  the  bill  as  it  stood  only  look 
off  the  obnoxious  interdiction  upon  the  deposite 
banks  until  October,  after  which  it  would  go  on 
again.     Now  his  object  was  to  have   that   interdict 


taken  oil  altogether.     He   would  therefore  propose 
the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
sert: 

"That  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,' 
approved  23ti  of  June,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  ig 
hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  however.  That  no  bank 
shall  be  selected  or  continued  as  a  place  of  deposite  i 
of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not  redeem  its 
note?  and  bills  on  demand  in  specie. 

Be  il  further  enacted,  Ijc,  That  so  much  of  the  j 
second  section  of  an  act  entitled  '-an  act  making  j 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  ] 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  Slates  lor  the 
year  1836,  approved  April  1-!,  1836,  as  prohibits 
the  ottering,  in  payment  to  the  creditors  of  the  1 
United  States,  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  I 
than  ten  and  twenty  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  ' 
hereby  repealed." 

'J'he  Chair.     The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  : 
froui    New  York    (Mr.    Curlis)   has    precedence,  i 
Mr.  Clark  would  send  to  the  chair  an  amendment, 
which,   he  trusted,  would   prove  acceptable,  as  a  ■ 
modification,  to  his  colleague,  viz  : 

"Insert   in    Mr.    Curtis'  amendment,  after   the 
words  '/ice  rfo//u;'s' the  follouing:  Provided,  hout- 
ver.  That  this  provision  shall   not   extend   to  any 
bank  which  shall  issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  after  the  4th 
of  July,  1839."     Mr.  Curtis  preferred  his  own,  but 
would    agree    to  the    modification   proposed.     Mr. 
Bronson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  strik- 
ing  out  the    words    "  until    the    further  order  of  I 
congress,"  and   inserting  "for   two   years."     Mr.  i 
Rives  moved  to  commit  the  bill  with  instructions  so  i' 
to  amend  the  same  as  to  dis]iense  with  the  agency  i 
or  instrumentality  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  j 
of  the  government.     After  some  conversation  be- 
tween Messrs.  Rives  and  Robertson,  cries  of  question  I 
were    most   vociferously  reiterated  ;  and  the  yeas  d 
and  nays  being  ordered,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rives  | 
was  rejected  by  the  following  vole  :  Ytas  97,  Nays 
113.    The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Bionson's  I 
amendment,  which  he  witlulrew. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Curtis'  I 
amendment,  which  Mr.  Craig  moved  to  amend  so 
as  to  provide  that  no  bank  should  be  employed,  as 
contemplated  by  the  i.Dienilinent,  which  does  not 
keep  on  hand  one  dollar  in  specie  for  every  three  of  <, 
its  liabilities.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.    ■ 

Mr.  Boon  said  that  this  day  had  been  spent  in 
talking  and  voting  upon  a  matter  dead,  buried, 
signed,  sealed,  and  delivered.  Nothing  but  the  rer 
spect  he  had  for  the  house  prevented  him  from 
speaking  two  or  three  hours,  as  others  had  done 
before,  on  matters  and  things  in  general.  If  mem-  v 
bers  would  vote  and  not  talk,  he  would  forego  thatj' 
purpose.  i 

[Cries   of    go   on!    go   on!    agreed!     agreed!  1 
question  !  Sic]  | 

I\Ir.   Boon.     Sir,    I   will    not   impose    upon   the  ' 
house.     [Loud  laughter.]  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Craig,  which  was  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote  :  Yeas  86,  nays  114.  i 

Mr.  PffiTi'sofi'ered  an  amendment,  providing  thati 
no  bank  be  chosen  as  a  depository  of  public  money,! 
which  has  not  one  dollar  in  specie  to  every  three 
of  its  circulation.  Mr.  C(7m/)6p//, of  South  Carolina,  j 
moved  to  commit  the  hill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  insliuctions  to  report  an  amend' 
inent,  providing  that  the  public  deposites  be  not 
used  (or  bankins:  purposes.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  Stuart  called  for  a  division  ;  and  Ihe  fin 
question  was  put  upon  the  recommitment,  and  d' 
cided  in  the  negative  as  follows  :  Yeas  97,  nays  1  11 

And  the  second  branch  of  the  proposition  fell 
course.  And  the  question  recurred  on  the  motioi 
of  Mr.  Parris,  whoso  modified  his  motion  as  to  pro; 
vide  that  every  deposite  bank  should  have  one  do[" 
in  specie  for  every  five  of  its  liabilities.  Pending 
this, 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  commit  Ihe  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  re 
port  a  bill  for  tile  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  (lis 
bursement  of  the  public  revenue,  so  as  to  dispense 
with  the  use  of  banks  as  depositories  thereof. 
Some  conversation  arising  as  to  the  identity  of  (his 
proposition  and  that  already  acted  on,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  (the  chair  inclining  to  the  opinion 
that  they  were  not  identical,)  Mr.  Hopliins  de- 
manded the  previous  qtiestion.  On  seconding,  ayes 
66,  noes  gave  it  up.  The  Chair  then  decided  that 
the  last  proposition  was  identical  with  the  one  al 
ready  decided,  and  the  question  recurred  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Parris.  Mr.  Bell  said  that  it  was 
very  apparent  that  the  sense  of  the  house  was  in 
favor  of  removing  the  disabilities  incurred  by  the 
banks  under  the  act  of  1836.     He  deprecated  such 
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ifreqii'Tit  motions  to  aniejid  anil  to  commit  as  tcnj- 
ih:;  only  to  defeat  the  bill.  In  this  view,  however 
,pro|a>v,  many  of  these  amendments  doubtless  might 
be,  jiul  how  much  soever  incliiied  to  vote  for  them 
members  mi^jht  be,  if  time  were  given  to  digest  a 
complete  systen),  he  hoped  that,  nnder  the  circiim- 
:itaMces,all  such  motions  woiilil  continue  lobe  voted 
do.vn.  members  not  committing  themselves  thereby 
against  the  principles  thereof. 

iMr.  Parris'  amendment  beinjj  then  under  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Canijibell,  of  South  Carolina,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  thereto,  (which  the  mover  ac- 
cepted as  a  mollification,)  providing  that  the  public 
money  be  not  used  for  banking  purposes.  Mr. 
Alher'lon  called  lor  a  division  of  the  question.  And 
lie  v  e,is  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  question 
.\  .1^  I  il;en  on  the  first  cLiiise  ol  the  amendment,  and 
.v.v^  .1  icided  in  the  ncgaticc  by  the  lollowing  vole  : 
Ifeasyi,  nays  101, 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  clause  of 
he  amendment,  it  .vas  decided  in  the  aflirmative  by 
he  lollowing  vote  :  Yeas  101,  nays  101. 

I'lie  Chair  voted  in  the  alfirinative ;  so  the  proviso 
,\.i<  .idnpted. 

iMr.  Ji.  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
jy  adiliiij  the  following  proviso  : 

"  Provided  no  bank  shall  be  selected  as  a  deposi- 
ory  which  shall  not  keep  in  its  vaults  an  amountof 
ipe'cie  which,  together  with  the  balance  of  all  its 
accounts  with  specie  paying  banks,  shall  be  equal 
;o  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  its  notes  and  bills  in 
;irculation   and  its   public  and  private  Heposites." 

J\Ir.  W.  asked  the  yeas  and  n^ys;  which  were 
)rdered.  Mr.  H'lse  sustained  this  amendment,  as 
>eiiig  the  true  one  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  Bell  thought 
t  unimportant  whether  this  amendinent  were 
idopted  or  not,  inasmuch  as  by  the  vote  just  taken 
■he  bill  had  been  made  a  special  depusite  bill. 
iVith  a  full  house,  this  measure,  as  it  now  stands, 
le  thought,  could  not  be  carried  throu;;h.  Mr.  Un- 
(erirood  said  that  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker 
lad  pl.iced  the  house  in  a  dilemma,  which  would 
ender  the  further  session  of  the  house  this  night 
vorse  than  useless.  He  moved  that  the  house  do 
low  ,T  Ijourii.  [  .\  quarter  before  10  o'clock.] 
*Ir.  (I'ranI  demanded  the  yeas  and  i-.ays ;  not  or- 
lei'd.  Mr.  Branson  demanded  tellers;  ordered; 
ind  liv  a  vote  of  102  ayes,  noes  not  counted, 

Thi'  house  then  adjourned. 

V,',  Inesday.  JuUj  i.  Mr.  CamfiiWfng,  from  the 
omii.iltee  of  wavs  and  means,  reported  against 
■enale  bills  for  the'  relief  of  Francis  Newman,  late 
•ollector  of  internal  revenues  and  direct  taxes  in 
il.ii\  I  mil;  and  an  act  sup|dementary  to  the  art  en- 
ill -il  -An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of  the 
Jnit.,1  States,"  approved  iMarch  3,  1S35.  Mr.  C. 
dso  reported  without  amendinent  senate  bill  to  au- 
horize  the  sale  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  the 
Jniteil  Sta'es. 

!  The  Speaker  hid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
he  secretary  of  tlie  treasiiiy,  transmitting  a  report 
)f  F.  R.  Hassler,  esq.  superintendent  ol  the  work 
or  tlie  fabrication  of  standard  weights  and  mea- 
ur.-^. 

Alio,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  frans- 
niniiiix  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Jepjrtinent  and  major  jeneral  Scott,  in  relation  to 
he  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  required 
)y  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
he  2.-,-h  lilt. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee  of 
vays  mil  means  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses-  , 
inii.i  of  the  house.  Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  the  ! 
lon-r  that  to- morrow  was  the  last  day  on  which 
n\U  originating  there  could  be  sent  to  the  senate. 
ie  hoped  the  house  would  act  on  the  appropria- 
ion  bills,  before  that  body,  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  make  aprivj- 
,eged  motion,  and  said  he  claimed,  as  an  act  of  mere 
ustice  to  those  concerned,  that  the  reports  and  evi- 
lence  of  the  duel  commiltee  be  printed  before  the 
»djourumenl.  He  was  authorized  to  ask  this  at 
he  hands  of  the  house  by  the  parties  concerned. 

The  C/iiiVsaid  that  debate  could  not  he  had  with- 
)ut  a  motion  made.  .Mr.  P/fn(iss repeated  that,  in 
he  name  of  the  parties  concerned,  he  challeng- 
I'd  action  on  this  report  and  resolution.  .Mr.  Cusli- 
■nan  rose  tu  order.  No  question  was  before  the 
louse.  Mr.  Prentiss  then  moved  that  the  house 
ake  up  and  consider  the  report  and  resolution  of 
he  duel  committee.  Mr.  Grin/  moved  to  lay  the 
notion  on  the  table.  Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  this 
A'ould  not  he,  at  any  time,  a  privileged  motion?  He 
Jvanted  action,  so  far  as  he  was  concc-ned,  upon 
his  question.  .\nd  he  would  s;ive  the  house  warn- 
ng  tliat  he  had  waited  patiently.  The  CAair.  De- 
bate under  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  is  iiot  in 
Jrder.  Mr,  Wise.  I  know  that,  but  I  hope  the 
leculiarity  of  my  situation  will  be  my  apology  with 
the  house  for  saying  that — .Mr.  Gray  rose  to  order. 
Mr.   Wise  said  he   never  expected  justice  at  the 


hands  of  this  house  in  connexion  with  this  subject. 
[Great  cries  of  order!]  The  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss  were  asked,  but  not  order- 
ed. Mr.  Gray's  motion  to  lay  Mr.  P's  inolion  on 
the  table  prevailed.  Mr.  .Idams  was  then  about  to 
proceed  in  continuation  of  the  Texas  discussion, 
when  Mr.  Il'i'sc  asked  the  house  at  least  to  do  him 
the  justice  to  print  the  reports  and  evidence  belbre 
they  should  finally  separate. 

Mr.  .Idams  occupied  the  remainder  oflhe  morn- 
ing hour  in  Ihe  continuation  of  his  remarks  upon 
the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Biddle  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
take  up  the  senate  bill  relating  to  steamboat  boilers. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  house  did  not 
order  them.  The  motion  to  su.'^pend  tl'.c  rules  did 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Thompson  asked  leave  tu  propound  a  qucs- 
t'on  to  the  sentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams.)  Objection  beiuii  made.  Mr.  J^howjtsojt 
said  his  object  was  to  ask  that  gentleman  if  it  was 
his  intention  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  for  Ihe 
remainderof  the  session  on  the  Texas  quest  ion,  thus 
precluding  all  chance  of  a  reply.  Several  hills 
were  taken  up  and  acted  on  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Grcnnell  rose  and  asked  permission  of  Ihe 
house,  at  this  lime,  to  move  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  senate  bill  against'  duelling,  and  that  the  bill  be 
brought  into  the  house  for  its  action  thereon.  Ob- 
jection being  made,  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  acted 
from  a  strong  sense  of  duly  in  making  this  request, 
havinz  been  instructed  by  Ihe  legislature  of  hit 
state  to  bring  this  subject  before  Ihe  house  for  dis. 
lincl  actiim.  He  moved  lo  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make  the  motion  he 
had  intimated  a  wish  to  oiler.  Mr.  Pliillips  tie- 
manded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Not  ordered.  The 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  Ihe  purpose  staled 
was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Harlan  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims.     Refused. 

The  unfinished  business  was  then  taken  up,  pend- 
ing a  motion  of  Mr.  Kice  Garland  lo  amend  Ihe 
amendment  ollered  by  Mr  Cuitis,  proposing  to  add 
a  second  .section  to  the  bill,  (the  second  section  as 
it  came  from  ihe  senate  having  been  stricken  out 
last  evening.)  and  Mr.  Grant  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  eiigiossmcnt  and  third  reading  of 
the  bill  as  thus  amended.  Mr.  Pcliikin  called  lor 
tellers  on  the  second.  Ordered.  The  division  was 
ayes  119,  noes  39.  So  there  w.ts  a  second.  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?  Mr.  Robertson  a.-k- 
ed  the  yeas  and  nays.  R^fllsed.  The  main  ques- 
tion was  oidered  to  be  put,  shall  Ihe  bill  be  read  a 
third  time?  Mr.  Dronigoole  asked  lor  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Ordered.  And  the  house  decided  Ihe  ques- 
tion in  Ihe  alfirinative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  .Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Avorigir,  Banks, 
Ceirne,  Bell,  BicUnell,  Biddle,  Birdsall.  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Brizss,  Brodhend,  \V.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers.  Chanev, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cllilds,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston.  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cnshing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Da- 
vies,  Deberry,  DeGralf,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewinj,  Farrinnton,  Fairfield,  R. 
Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmcre,  Foster.  Gallup,  J. 
Garland,  R.  Gailand,  Glascock,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant.  Graves.  Gray, 
Grennell.  Haley.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan. 
Harper,  Histings,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holfman,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Insham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  H.  John- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  N.Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kcm- 
ble,  Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Le^are,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
].incoln,  Loomis,  Lvon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M. 
Mason.  S.  Mason,  Martin,  Manrv,  Maxwell,  R. 
McClellan,  A  MeClellan,  McCliire.  McKennan, 
Menefee.  .Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Mitchell.  Monl- 
{romery,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Oijle,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenler,  Parris,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potts,  J.  H.  Prentiss, 
S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridjiwav,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Sergeant, 
A.  H. 'Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Sonthsate,  Spencer,  Stanley.  Stuart.  Slon'e, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Titus,  Toland,  Underw.iod,  Vail.  Vanilerveer, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  While.  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams.  C.H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthing- 
ton,  Yorke— 179. 

N.AYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Bealty,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cushinan.  Dromsoole,  Elmore,  Frv.  Grif- 
fin, Hawkins,  Hnbley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,'  Keim, 
Klingensmith,  Lojan,  McKay,  Moore,  Noble, 
Payriter,  Petrikin,  Plumer,  Poller,  Reily,  Richard- 


son, Rives,  Shetier,  Snyder,  Thomas,  Tiuncy, 
Wagencr,  Webster,  J    W.  Williams.  Yell_3;i. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be   read  a  tldid  time. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred.  Shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr,  Campbell  o(  South  Carolina  moved  lo  com- 
mit the  bill  lo  the  ccmmittee  of  Ha_\s  and  means, 
with  certain  inslriiclions.  Mr,  C'.  sustained  his 
proposition  in  a  few  remarks,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon.  Mr.  Grant  moved  Ihe  prei'ious 
qiieslioii,  which  was  seconded,  (ayes  KM,  nors 
given  up;)  and  the  question  rcciiiied.  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  |.ul?  Mr.  Martin  deinai.dul 
the  yeas  and  nays.     Lost. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  being.  Shall  the 
bill  pass?  Mr.  ;i;iirrnj  asked  the  veas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  The  que.'tlon  was  deciile'd  in  the  afliir'm- 
alive  by  the  following  vole:  Yeas   173,  nays  31. 

So  the  bill,  as  ainemled,  was  passeil.'aiid  was 
then  returned  lo  Ihe  senate  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  of  the  house:  [Ihe  second  section 
stricken  out.] 

Mr.  Robeituin  ask(  d  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions  of  inquiry: 

Resolred.  That  the  president  oflhe  United  Slates 
be  requested  lo  communicole  In  this  house,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  informatioii  not 
heretolore  commiinicaled,  now  in  possession  of  the 
executive,  or  which  may  be  procured  belore  that 
time,  touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  if  any, 
since  Ihe  29th  May,  1830,  to  keep  down  Ihe  price 
of  the  [lublic  lands,  or  prevent  purchases  or  enliies 
thereof,  at  public  or  private  sale,  by  force,  threats, 
or  fraud,  and  Ihe  measures  taken  since  the  date 
aforesaid  lo  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  frandu- 
lent  practises,  and  illegal  entries  upon  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  secretary  oflhe  treasury  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a  slalement  ol  all  grants  and' do- 
nations of  public  lands,  or  of  Ihe  proceeds  of  sales 
thereof,  to  Ihe  states,  by  the  Fiiiled  Slates,  ilis- 
tingiiishing  the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  pur- 
poses and  considerations  upon  which  made;  and  ac- 
companying the  said  statement  with  an  estimate  of 
Ihe  amount  lo  which  each  stale  would  le  entitled 
of  similar  grants  and  donations,  according  lo  Ihe 
proportions  specified  in  the  several  deeds  of  ces- 
cessioti  from  the  several  states  to  the  United 
States. 

Secondly.  A  statement  oflhe  whole  qu.inlitvof 
public  lands  now  surveyed,  and  an  estimate  oflhe 
quantity  unsurveyed — distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  Ihe  same  with 
separate  plans  for  di\iding  the' said  lands,  and  the 
proceeds  of  sales  thereof,  airong  the  states,  in  the 
proportions  aforesaid,  on  such  conditions  as  to  the 
lime  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  title  in  Ihe 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  lo  eflect  the  obj.  els  of  this  resolution, 
in  conformity  with  Ihe  original  compacts  entered 
into  belween  the  several  stales  and  the  United 
States  relating  lo  the  said  lands. 

Thirdly.  A  plan  for  reorjanizing  Ihe  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  the  pub- 
lic against  loss  from  illegal  entries,  fiauds,  ?ic. 
poinlin:;  out  the  defects  or  advanlastes  of  Ihe  pre- 
sent system,  more  particularly  in  reference  lo  pre- 
emption and  sales  at  public  aiiclion;  and  in  gi  ncral 
sucgestingsuc!:  alterations  as  exptrience  may  have 
show  n  to  be  necessary. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  iiot  ordered.  The  motion  to 
suspend  was  lost. 

The  house  then  look  up  the  harbor  bill,  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole  with  certain 
ainendm'enls. 

Sundry  amendmenis  of  the  commiltee  of  Ihe 
whole  were  taken  up  and  read,  and  the  qucstiott 
was  about  to  be  taken  on  Ihe  same,  when 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  and  laid  before  Ihe  house  a 
statement  of  the  sums  of  money  already  appropria- 
ted for  Ihe  current  year,  in  order  that  the  house 
miilit  judjie  oflhe  expediency  of  making  any  u.ore 
ap)iropriation.^.  The  sum  of  these  he  made  out  lo 
be  ,*26,ono,00fl,  which  will  be  Increased  to  $?A,- 
000. nno  bv  other  bills  yet  to  be  passed  :  of  these, 
.§.13,000,000  were  for  e'xtraorilinary  purposes.  Mr. 
Elmore  asked  what  resources  the're  were  to  meet 
that  expendilure  ?  Mr.  Comftre/rnp  staled  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  income  of  Ihe  year  I8.3S  would  be 
about  that  sum.  It  depenilerl  upon  some  conlin- 
jencies.  however;  amone  which  were  the  uncer- 
tainty of  Ihe  proceeds  oflhe  sales  of  public  lands  ; 
and  the  purchase,  by  the  bank  oflhe  United  States 
of  Pennsylvania  oflhe  new  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
for  Ihe  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  government, 
Mr.  Sernennt  rose,  but  yielded  Ihe  floor  lo  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Petrikin,  wlio  moved  the  previous  qiiea- 
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tion  Mr.  Sergeiint  asked  liirn  to  withilraw  this 
motion,  as  lie  lia.i  yi.  Mid  iIip  lloor  only  lor  an  ex- 
tdanalioii.  Mr.  Ictitkiny<:tus>-i\.  1  he  call  lor  the 
previous  qiiesiion  uas  not  sustained  by  the  lioiise.  , 
Mr.  Seis;cant  coinintntid  upon  the  tact  that  (how- 
ever pio|>i  r  it  ii.ight  be  to  brill"  up  a  stateinent  ol  j 
the  financial  situ'jlion  oil  lie  cuuntry  at  proper  liiin-s)  | 
it  was  always  against  the  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Cum- 
bicleiit:  did  not  mean  to  oppo?e  that  statement  to  the 
amendiiienis  to  the  particular  bill  under  considera- 
tion, actu.vlly  p-endin;;.  Mr.  Serge<nit  made  some 
remarks  by  way  oi  showing  the  importance  ol  the 
provisions  oltlie  bill  under  consideration.  He  also 
replied  to  iVIr.  Cainureleiig's  allusion  to  the  bank  of 
the  Uniterl  States  ol  PennsyU  ania.  He  denied  that 
that  inslitulion  had  acted  with  such  motives  as  had 
b.'en  imputed  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  froiii  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambrelei.g.)  By  the  purchase  of  the 
treasury  notes  no  injury,  bul,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
nefit, was  done  to  the  government. 

Mr.  Camhrcleng  was  responding,  in  allusion  In 
the  aliairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  when 
Messrs.  Sibley  and  Gran(  rose,  nearly  simultaneous- 
ly, to  ordt-r,  and  asked  what  relevancy  there  was  in 
this  discussion  to  the  actual  question  before  the 
house  ?  Mr.  Cumbieleiig  made  some  further  re- 
marks, in  the  same  strain,  and  was  followed  l>y 

Mr  Tlioin/ison,  who  had  a  word  to  say  about  these 
treasury  notes.  He  never  would  allow  any  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  without  giving  a  blow  to  that  flagrant 
and  dani;erous  violation  of  ti.e  conslilution.  We 
were  told,  (said  Mr.  T.)  when  ihat  measure  was 
under  discussion,  that  it  was  better  than  a  loan,  be- 
cause it  would  be  more  speedily  paid;  and  now  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  de- 
precates as  an  evil  that  they  will  be  so  soon  pre- 
sented lor  payment,  and  regards  it  as  almost  a  crime 
in  the  United  States  Bank  to  collect  them  for  the 
purpose?  of  b^-ing  presented  for  payment.  How 
long,  sir,  will  the  American  people  submit  to  such 
incousisteney,  trickery,  and  humbug?  I  am  inform- 
ed that  brokers  are  employed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  'o  sell  these  treasury  notes  to  the  banks, 
witii  an  express  understanding  that,  as  they  bear 
bank  interest,  the  banks  are  to  keep  them,  and  not 
throw  them  into  circulation  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  they  are  paid  by  the  banks,  in  whrjle  or  in  part, 
in  what  the  government  call  bank  rags;  yes,  sir, 
your  notes  drawing  six  [lercent.  interest,  paid  for 
in  bank  rags  which  bear  none;  and  this  is  your 
hard-money  government !  If  not,  and  they  are  paid 
for  in  specie,  the  goveniraent  is  conniving  at  and 
ab.-tting  that  which  they  so  much  denounce — the 
bjiiks  paying  out  their  specie,  whilst  they  refuse  to 
redeem  Iheir  notes.  If  Ihe  government  [lays  specie 
to  its  northern  credilors,  it  does  not  to  its  southern 
creitilors.  I  know  the  fact  that  the  supplies  and  ex- 
penses of  tlie  army  in  the  Cherokee  country  are 
paiil  in  bank  notes.  There  are  nearly  as  many 
brokers  and  bank  agents  in  that  country  as  there 
are  soldiers.  TItey  gotoyaiir  contsaclors  and  ageids 
and  say  to  them,  you  have  no  money;  every  body 
will  receive  our  bank  notes;  we  will  advance  to 
you  ;  pay  us  interest,  and  give  lis  a  draft  on  Ihe  go- 
vernment at  Washington.  It  is  done.  The  money 
b  'ars  interest  until  it  is  paid  by  treasury  notes.  The 
broker  deposites  these  notes  in  New  York,  and  sells 
dral'ls  to  the  merchants  at  from  8  to  20  per  cent. 
Whopays  this?  Why,  the  customersof  these  mer- 
chants. Princely  fortunes  are  now  making  by  lliis 
process  ;  and  this  is  your  hard-money  government ; 
and  this  is  the  policy  by  which  the  southern  people 
are  to  be  deluded  and  humbugged  into  the  belief 
that  the  south  is  ta  be  bene&tted.  Would  yon  dare 
tn  commit  such  gi-oss  and  wanton  extravagance  if 
you  had  to  go  before  the  people  and  tax  them  for 
the  money?  No,  sir,  you  would  not.  An  appro- 
jiriation  of  thirty-four  millions,  with  not  a  dollar  in 
the  treasury,  and  no  hopes  of  getting  any  !  A  fit 
commentary  on  your  treasury  note  system. 

Several  amendments  adopted  in  committee  of  Ihe 
whoL',  to  w  liirh  there  was  no  objection,  were  then 
adopted  by  the  house. 

The  amendiAent.  striking  our  an  appropriation  of 
.$•8,0(11)  for  the  continuation  of  the  pier  at  Keiine- 
bunk,  in  .Maim-,  came  up  in  order,  and 

Mr.  Fiiirfield  made  .s«>n>e  statements,  going  to 
show  tl.at  this  was  an  important  and  neressaiy  ap- 
propriation. He  hoped  the  amendment  uoiihl  not 
prevail.  Mr.  Evum  stated  that  it  had  been  on  his 
moMon  that  this  clause  had  been  siricken  out 
in  committee.  He  had  done  so  because  liisal- 
tenlion  had  been  drawn  to  it  by  a  correspondent 
from  the  neighbourhood,  a  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent man.  He  had  received  other  letters  to  the 
■same  ellect.  The  work  had  been  delayed,  and  lit- 
Ih'  or  nothing  had  been  done  about  it.  He  had 
thought  it  proper,  therefore,  Ihat  Ihe  appiopiialions 
should  be  withheld  until  some  examination  should 
be  had.  Appropriations,  he  was  informwl,  had  al- 
ready been  made  sufficient  to  finish  the  work.     He 


made  several  other  statements,  corroborating  those 
already  given.  He  showed,  too,  that  the  appropria- 
tions already  made  by  congress  for  this  purpose 
had  not  been  expended  as  directed  by  the  law.  Mr. 
Fairfield  made  a  brief  rejoinder,  principally  going 
to  deprecale  the  evidence  upin  which  his  colleague 
had  based  his  opposition  to  this  ajiproprialion.  Mr. 
Grant  passed  some  strictures  upon  the  course  pur- 
sued against  this  bill  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng,)  and  moved  the  previous  question — (en- 
grossing the  bill.) 

On  the  question  of  seconding,  the  division,  by 
tellers,  was:  Ayes  82,  noes  -13.  So  there  was  a  se- 
cond. Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on 
the  table.  Mr.  E.  Whilllesey  asked  lor  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Ordered.  PeiKling  this  motion,  Mr. 
Mallory  movrd  Unit  the  house  do  now  adjourn.  (It 
was  now  two  minutes  before  two,  the  hour  for  re- 
cess; and  the  etiect  of  this  motion  was  to  adjourn 
lill  to-morrow.)  Mr.  Slierrod  IViltiams  rose  to  a 
point  of  order?  The  Sitenker.  The  gentleman 
rises  probably  lo  occupy  the  two  minutes  before 
the  hour  hxed'for  recess.  [A  general  laugh.]  Mr. 
S'lerroit  Williums.  Is  it  not  a  slandintr  rule  of  the 
house  to  lake  a  recess  at  two  o'clock?  The  Speaker 
answered  in  the  affirinalive;  and  then  declared  that 
there  was  no  question  of  order  belore  the  house. 
Mr  Williams  resumed  his  seat,  and  the  question  oi. 
ailjonrnment  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
ided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  35,  nays  123.  So  the  house  refused  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  hour  (fixed  by  the  order)  having  passed,  Ihe 
house  took  the  usual  recess. 

EVE.N'I.S-G    SESSION. 

The  house  met  after  recess,  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn.  The  house  refused,  ayes  15, 
loes,  79;  no  quorum  voting.  But  a  large  quorum 
ioon  appearina:,  the  house  proceeded  to  take  up  the 
harbor  bill.  On  this  bill  the  inolion  pending  was  a 
call  for  the  p.evious question.  A  molion  was  made 
lo  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  negatived  by  yeas 
and  naysr  Yeas  58,  nays  96.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  llien  put  and  carried:  and  the  question 
b.  ingon  ordering  the  bill  to  its  engro.=sment  for  a 
third  reading,  Mr.  Martin  asked  Ihe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  oniered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
uiled  as  follows:  Yeas  104,  nays  7J."  So  the  bill 
.vas  ordered  to  its  third  reading.  It  was  imme- 
diately read  a  third  lime;  v^hen  Mr.  Mtirtiti,  of  Al- 
abama, move.l  to  recommit  it  lo  Ihe  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  examine  each 
item,  and  to  strike  out  such  as  they  should  disap- 
prove. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  M.  nrged  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  reported  the  bill 
in  the  routine  of  business,  allliougli  a  majority  <d 
Ihe  committee  were  opposed  lo  it,  and  though  Ihe 
committee  had  never  gone  through  an  examination 
ol  the  items  of  appropriation  contained  in  it.  In 
illuslralionof  this,  he  referred  to  on  item  for  a  pier 
in  Ihe  harborof  ICennrbunk,  concerning  which  the 
twogenllemen  from  Maine  (Messrs.  F.iirSeld  and 
Evans)  had  ditferpdso  widely  as  to  the  tacts. 

[Here  a  by-debate  of  much  earnestness,  and  oc- 
casionally productive  of  not  a  little  amusement  to 
the  house,  took  place  between  those  gentlemen 
about  the  disputed  piers,  old  and  new,  in  Kennc- 
bunk  harbor,  and  to  which  of  them  the  public  mo- 
ney had  been  applied.] 

Mr.Miirtin,  who  had  yielded  the  floor  for  this 
colloquy,  resumed  it,  and  completed  his  remarks  in 
snppnrt  of  his  motion.  Mr.  <7)-flii/,  in  vindication 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  mean.s.  stated  that 
several  members  of  tljat  commillee  had  rxainmed 
Ihe  bill,  and  every  item  in  it.  He  then  moved  ihe 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded:  Ayes  &9. 
i;oes  45.  Mr.  Willimns,  of  Tennessee,  moved  a 
call  of  Ihe  house;  which  was  refusid;  Ayes  -t.T, 
noes  net  counted.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  moved 
to  adjeurn.  Nec^atived  The  previous  question 
was  tiien  put  and  carried;  and  Ihe  main  qiieslion 
beingonthepassageofthebill.it  was  carried  by 
the  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  108,  nays  81.  So  the  liar- 
hor  hill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten.  moved  a  reconsideralion 
of  the  vote.  Mr.  Robinson  moved  to  lay  Iliis  mo- 
tion on  the  table.  Lost.  Wr.  Foster  thereupon 
moved  the  previous  qneslion.  which  was  seconded, 
put.  and  carried;  and  the  main  r^neslion  being  on 
re-considering.  itv\as  negntived  without  a  count. 
So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

A  message,  accompanied  with  numerous  docu- 
menis,  was  received  iVoui  Ihe  president  ol  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  in  reference  to  our  relations  with  Mexico, 
comninnicated  in  answer  to  a  call  of  Mr.  Everett 
some  months  ago. 

Mr.  Howard,  referring  to  the  great  bulk  of  the 
bundle.s  of  documents,  and  expressing  Ihe  opinion 
that  very  few  of  them  were  of  any   consequence, 


moved  that  they  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  select 
from  among  tliein  such  as  it  would  be  proper  to 
print.  Mr.  aidants  opposed  this  motion, and  hoped 
that  the  whole  would  be  printed.  The  communica- 
tions were  of  ihe  utmost  importance;  lor  on  Iheae 
documents  would  probably  turn  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  with  Mexico.  He  moved  that  the 
message  and  documents  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed.  He  hoped  they  would  not  be  referred  to 
the  commiltee  on  Ibreign  ortairs,  because  it  a[ipear- 
ed  that  the  chairman  of  that  cominillee  knew  so 
much  about  these  documents  that  he  did  not  want 
to  have  them  piinled.  For  that  very  reason  Mr. 
A.  was  anxious  lor  the  |iriiiting.  Mr.  I'eH  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  documents;  bul  did  not  press 
his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  j^rom^oo/f,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  was  divided,  and  the  queslii  n 
first  taken  on  laying  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  printing,  Mr. 
Dromgoole  said  the  commiltee  had  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject ol  our  relations  with  Mexico,  and  that  the  chair- 
n  had  been  instructed  to  make  a  report,  which 
he  would  doubtless  do  on  the  first  opportunity.  Mr. 
Howard  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  w  ilhdrew 
his  molion;  which  was  immediately  renewed  by 
Mr.  .idams.  Mr.  i'reccW  suppoiled  the  motion  to 
print.  Mr.  Robertson,  ol  Va.,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  print  upon  the  table.  On  this  Air.  /(e^ii  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  lesullen:  Yeas  103,  nays  80.  So 
the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  guard  ai^ainst  explosions  on  board  of 
steamboats  was  then  taken  tip,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Sibtey  made  an  effort,  but  without  success, 
to  get  up  the  bill  respeclini;  district  coiiits  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  go  into 
comii.ittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  a  view  to  take  up  a  bill  he  named;  but  the 
house  refused  the  motion. 

A  bill  to  employ  boys  in  ihe  inercliant  service 
was  hid  on  Ihe  table. 

As  was  also  a  bill  to  revive  an  act  enabling  cer- 
tain settlers  in  Louisiana  to  enter  back  lands.  Mr. 
Mercer  moved  to  adjourn.     Negativid. 

A  bill  respecting  Ihe  tenure  of  office  by  subordi- 
nate officers  oft  he  government,  was  (aid on  the  table. 
A  joint  resolution,  authoii::ing  the  commissioner 
to  tease  certain  lands  of  the  govemmrnl,  I'ctT  Ihe 
culture  of  the  mulberry  and  Ihe  sugar  beet,  was 
slightly  amended  by  Mr.  Lincoln;  and  then  read  a 
third  lime  and  passed. 

The  post  oJlice  bill  was  then  taken  up;  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  committee  of  tlie  whole 
were  concurrrd  in;  and  the  question  beinc  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  its  third  reading,  Mr.  Underwood 
moved  to  amend  one  of  the  post  routes,  which  vvas 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  reconsider  Ihe  vote  of  con- 
currence in  the  amendments  Irom  Ihe  commiltee  of 
the  whole,  with  a  view  to  move  an  amendment  re- 
instating the  express  mail. 

A  leltei  from  Amos  Kendall  was  read,  when  Mr. 
//«r/u7i  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  Ihe  reconsideration,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  27,  nays  105. 

So  Ihe  house  refused  to  reconsider. 
Mr.  Harlan  now  moved  the  previous  question 
(the  main  question  being  on  ordering  the  hill  lo  its 
engrossment.)  It  was  seconded,  put.  and  carried, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  ils  Ihiid  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  T(.ii-ns 
earnestly  advocated  llie  ristoralion  of  the  cvprfss 
mail,  and  on  that  subject  calh  d  lor  Ihe  rer^dirg  of 
another  lelter  from  the  postmaster  eeneral,  strc-n^ly 
recommending  the  continuance  ol  Ihat  arrangement, 
which  he  said  was  a  .source  of  annual  revenue  to 
the  department  of  $25,000.  Mr.  Harlcn  O]  jfofcd 
the  measure,  and  movrd  the  previous  quesiion, 
Mr.  Rliett  (promising  to  renev^-  Ihe  mclif  n.)  advo- 
cated, with  earnestness,  the  continuance  oi  Ihe  ex- 
jiress  mail,  which  he  represented  as  a  crfal  benefit 
to  the  cotton-growers  of  Ihe  sonlli.  The  j-rt  \  inns 
quesliou  was  then  seconded,  pnt,  and  cartii  d,  81 
to  42;  and  the  post  office  hill  was  then  pa.-!srd. 

Mt.  Robertson  gnvc  notice  of  moving  a  rircn- 
sideralion  (as  was  understood)  rcspeclingllie  |-rinl- 
ingol  the  Texas  doeiimenls. 

And  then  the  house  at  about  7  o'clock  adjournorf. 
Thvrsdny,  July  5.  Mr.  Jthnson,  cf  I niisi- 
ana,  on  h'ave.  from  Ihe  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a  bill  to  (irovide  for  erecting  fire-proof  offi- 
ces for  each  surveying  district  of  the  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr  J.  asked  leave  to  report  some  otl'.er  bills; 
Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr  iinco/ji  objected,  iinlrss  Mr. 
Jdams  would  give  way  for  all  the  committees  to 
report. 
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Mr.  jldaim  then  again  occupied  the  whole  time 
devoted  to  morning  business,  in  his  sp.cch  oji 
Texas,  at  the  end  ol  which,  he  aslied  to  be  ner- 
niilled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Elmore  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rtiles  for 
the  purpose;  lur  it  must  be   manifest  thai  creat  in- 
justice   would   be   done   if  this   speech   went   out 
,   wilhiiut  some  reply. 

I  Mr.  Dromgoole,  coincided  that  the  grossest  in- 
justice had  been  done  the  committee  on  loiei.'n  af- 
lairs.  ° 

The  motion  was  not  a!;ieed  to,  and  Mr.  Adams 
'   has  the  Door  a^'ain  fur  tomorrow. 

Tho  joint  lesolulion  authorizing  the  president  of 
the  Uniie,!  Slates  to  lease  lands  lor  the  cullivation 
ol  the  niulb.  rry  and  sugai  beet,  was  read  a  third 
tune  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.    Cambreleng,  the   house  went 

•  into  couimitlee  ol  the   whole   on   the   slate  of  the 

union,  Mr.  Cuniwr  in  the  chair,  and,  on  motion  of 

■  the  same  gentlemen,  look  up  the  Indian  annuitv 
bill;  being  the  annual   "bill  makiiis;  appropiiations 

■  for  tiie  current  and  conlinsent  expenses  of  the  In- 
,  di.in  department,  and  for  fullilling  treaty  stipul.i- 
'  tions  with  the  Indian  tribes  lor  the  vear  1838  '" 

The  bill  W.IS  read  through  at  length,  and  some 
arnendmrnis  inoveil  by  Messrs.  O/wiArc/ci-,  Eie 
rcit  jnd  Beil,  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  Was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  commiltee  then  took  up  the  bill  makin^ap- 
i  propriations  for  certain  lorlihcations  of  the  United 
otales,  lor  the  year  1838. 

_  An  amendment  of  i\Ir.  Lei;are,  to  increase  the 
Item  lor  Charleston  from  ^ion.ono  to  .«,175,()(io, 
aller  some  remarks  from  him  and  Mr.  Elmore,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Broifion  moved  an  addi'.ional  item  ol  $3,000 

vr*"^'  ^''^o'*";  which  was  agreed  to— 78  to  43. 

Mr.  Joli:non,oi  Louisiana,  moved  an  amenduient 
Jor  New  Orleans;  which  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  asi.le  to  be  reported 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  "bill  to  pro- 
vide lorlhe  support  of  the  military  academy  for  the 
year  1838,"  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hvjnes  explained  its  piovisions. 

Mr.  C.  //.  iriH(ams  submitted  as  a  substitute  the 
lollovving: 

"Srrikeout  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill  -Vo.  412,  and  insert  the  folbwmg:  That  all  acts 
now  in  lorce,  aulhorizing  the  enlistment  or  an- 
pniiitment  of  cadets  in  the  military  academy  of  the 
Uniled  Stales  at  West  Point,  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  be,  and  hereby  are,  rep.-aled,  from  and  alter 
the  thirlieth  day  of  June  next;  and  all  such  cadets, 
now  in  the  service  oi  und.r  the  instruction  of  the 
Uniled  States  shall  be  disbanded  and  dismissed 
from  and  alter  the  thirlieth  day  of  June  next. 

"Sec.  2.  .-hid  be  il  further  e.iacled.  That  the  se- 
:relary  of  war,  under  the  direction  of  the  president 
31  the  United  states,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 

he  Ihiitieth  day  of  June  next,  organize  a  military 
i^chool  of  application  and  praclire  at  West  Point 
or  the  improvement  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
)l  the  United  States  in  the  application  and  practic" 
or  military  purposes,  of  the  several  branches  ol 
)r  elem.-ntary,  and  theoretic  sciences  involved  in 
he  art  of  war;  and  the  Sccrelary  of  war  shall  ap- 
loint  an  officer  as  snperintemlent  of  s.iid  school, 
lossessing  competent  theorelical  and  praclical  qual- 
ficalions  lo  command  on  paraile;  to  instruct  the  of- 
icer?  constituting  said  school  in  all  the  Ladies  ap- 
lertaining  to  every  branch  of  military  service;  to 
ecture  upon  the  theory  and  principles  thereof;  and 
.0  ilfislrate  the  practical  application  of  the  science 
-f  nialhemalics,  topographical  drawing,  and  engi- 
e«ring,  to  the  purposes  of  both  olfensFve  and  ife- 
insive  war,  including  a  regular  course  of  practical 
luslratio.ns  of  artillery  service,  the  uses  of  morlars 
nd  howitzers,  and  the  principles  of  gunnery  "-en- 
rally;  togetlier  with  instructions,  by  lectures\nd 
raclice,  in  militiry  police,  and  other  duties  of 
amp  and  garrison  3 -rvice;  all   w-hich    instructions  I 

shall  be  the  duty  of  said  superintendent  lo  im- 1 
art  to  said  school,  aided  by  such  number  of  as- 
istant  and  subordinate  oflicers,  who  shall  also  be 
istructers  of  co;npetent  qualifications,  as  the  se- 
retary  of  war  shall  deem  it  expeilieni  lo  appoint. 

"  Sec.  3.  .'lud  be  it  further  eiiuclcd.  That,  for  Ihe 
urposes  of  the  praclical  instruction  conlempla- 
•d  in  ttie  second  section  of  this  act,  the  oflicers 
r  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  repair 
"West  Point,  in  rotation,  under  such  regu- 
'tions,  and  in  such  numbers,  as  the  secre- 
^ry  of  war  shall  direct,  with  the  approbation  of 
le  president  of  the  United  Slates,  not  exceedin'', 

any  one  time,  one  tliird  of  the  company  of 
ficers  III  service;  and  to  remain  at  said  school 
'f  such  time  as  the  secretary  of  war  shall  deler- 

inc,  not  exceeding  one  year  in  three  siicceo- 
ve    years,  &c.  &c.      [There    are  several  other 

ctions  of  details.] 
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I  Mr.  Waiiams  addressed  the  house  in  explaniliuu 
I  and  support  of  the  omendment;  bnl,  owin-- to  Ihe 
,lale  stage  ol  Ihe  session,  submitted  only  "a  brief 
summary  ol  what  he  wished  lo  lia\  e  said  'reservin.. 
the  right  of  writing  out  his  .speech  at  laf'e  for  nub" 
licalion.  "  ' 

Mr.  Hayves  replied  that,  though  he  lliou.-ht  llie 
whole  plan  ol  the  academy  ought  lo  be  revise.l  and 
remodelled,  yet  it  was  now  loo  late  in  (ho  session. 

1  he  amendment  was  rejected,  a  few  members 
rising  iti  its  favor. 

Ml.  AVmi/p  moved  an  appropriation  of  $;-20  000 
to  It  build  the  sirnclure  destroyed  by  fire  inVebru- 
ary  last,  agrsed  lo. 

Mr.  (Vs/,;;i««  moved  to  strike  out  sundry  appro 
pri.ilions,  but  ineljeclually. 

The  hill  was  then  laid'aside  lo  be  reported,  and 
on  inolion  ol  Mr.  Briggs,  th^  house  took  up  the 
members'  books  bill.  ' 

The  lille  of  w  liich  is  as  follows:  "A  bill  aulhoriz- 
ing the  purclu.se  of  certain  books  for  distribution 
among  Mie  members  of  Ihe  honseof  representatives." 
iwr.  tushman  moved  lo  strike  out  the  enaclii." 


cla 

The  bill  w-as  oulered  lo  be  reported 

On  no-ion  of  Mr.  Fillmore.  Iho  commilleo  con- 
sidered tie  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  Ihe  terms 
ol  the   circuit  and    district    courts  of   New   York. 

Ihecomimlteelhenrose  and  reported  Ihe  hills 
aclc-d  on  to  the  house;  and,  the  time  having ariived 

1  he  house  took  ils  recess. 

EVKNIN'G    SESSION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  house,  at  3  o'clock,  seve- 
ral Semite  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  their 
appi-opriate  standing  committees. 

The  house  went  into  commiltee  of  Ihe  whole  on 
the  slate  01  the  union.  Mr.  Casev  in  the  chair. 

llie  question  pending  was  the  molion  of  Mr. 
.Mercer  to  take  up  Ihe  new  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  Crmbreleng  move.l  that  Ihe  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bills  already  acted  on 

Mr  Mercer  insisted  iipbn  his  molion  being  put, 
and  also  that  a  inolion  to  rise  was  debateable;  but 
he  chair  [Mr.  Casey]  decidinj  otherwise,  Mr  M 
took  an  appeal,  which  was  debated  for  some  time; 
when  the  chair  w-as  sustained. 

The  ci'mniiltee  then  rose — 73  to  49. 

7  he  Indian  annuily  bill  was  taken  up,  all  the 
amendments  concurred  in.  and  the  hill  ordered  to  a 
•hinl  reading,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Ihe  loilificalion  bill  comiiii;  up, 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  to  lay  the  hi'll  on    Ihe  table 

nd  .-isked  lor  the  yeas  and  navs,  but  they  were  re-' 

Inset.;    and,    the    motion    being  disajreed    to,  the 

amendments  were  concurreil  in,  and  the  bill  order- 

d  to  a  third  readin-,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

I  he  W.  St  Point  academy  bill  bein-'  next  in  or- 
d-r,  and  Ihe  amendment  of  Ihe  comTnillee  of  the 
whole  having  been  concurr»d  in, 

Mr  r.  //.  IVilliams  renewnl  his  substitute,  and 
asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were— yeas  33,  nays  106. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected, 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  toby  Ihe  bill  on  the  table- 
lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  a  third  readino- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ° 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  certain 
books  for  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
was  ordered  lo  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  fle;ic/(prthen  moved  tolay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  asked  for  the  y,,as  and  nays;  which,  beinr' 
ordrred,  were— yeas  57,  nays  Oil. 

So  the  hou.se  refused  lo  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  the  hill  w-as  passed. 

The  bill  lo  increaseami  regulate  Ihe  terms  of  the 
nnrlhrrn  district  court  cf  New  York  was  ordered 
to  a  Ihird  reading,  and  then  passed. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  commitlee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  houses  on  Ihe 
Wisconsin  road  bill,  made  a  report  of  their  agree- 
ment; which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  /)uH-n(„g  moved  lo  recommit  the  bill  author- 
izing Ihe  people  of  Florida  to  form  a  .state  consli. 
tulion,  to  Ihe  committee  on  territories;  which  was 
agreeil  to. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  bill  in  relation  to 
the  norlheastern  boundary  was  recommitted  lo  the 
commitlee  on  foreign  alfairs. 

The  house  then  went  into  commiltee  of  the 
whole  on  the  stale  of  the  union,  Mr.  Cas<'i/ in  Ihe 
j  chair. 

Aller  several  motions  for  priority  of  business,  the 
commitlee  divided  for  taking  up  'the  new  harbor 
bill;  Ihe  vole  bcinj  ayes  7().  no  -s  74. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Mercer  snbinilted  an  amendment  making 
approprnlions  for  sundry  works  therein  menlinned. 

Mr.  DincsDn  askerlif  they  were  goin^-  into  a  new 
harbor  bill,  at  that  period  of  Ihe  session,  when  only 
1 137  members  were  present,  and  involving  the  conn- 


ry  111  an  expenditure,  in  Ihe  end,  of  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  To  tvsl  the  sens  of 
ine  House,  he  moved  lo  strike  out  Ihe  enacliie-- 
clau.se.  He  went  on  tod,  oionslrale  that  the  whole 
>cheme  was  Ihe  result  ol  a  coinbin-Jlion  of  inler.sis 
and  seclioiis,  lor  the  purpose  of  plunucring  the 
people.  * 

The  debate  was  conlinurd  hy  Messrs.  i)nuson, 
I'l  ::"""',  i,;""*"-'''".^.  Ji-'berlm,.,  Hal.  Mcllory. 
L     M  Thompson.in  oppnsilion,  and  ad^ocaUd 

by  A  e.-srs.  Mercer,  Ihddle.  Marvin,  ./?//<„,  of  Ohio, 
l^oode.  Reed.  Ai-,i/is,  and  Scrgninl 

Mr.  //««  opposed  the  hill.'  Me  wanted  to  see  ll.c 
the  old  works  comph-ted,  or  put  in  a  sialeof  proba- 
ble  complelion,  belore  new  ones  w.  re  authorized 
to  be  commenced.  His  own  opinion  was  that  few 
01  them,  il  any,  ever  would  he  coiiiplel<d,  so  lon" 
a-i  the  gevrnmentconiinind  lo  appioi.date  money 
lor  them,  since  il  was  not  only  lor  Ihe  mleiest  of 
Ihe  localities  Ihat  money  should  be  expended  lime 
but  also  of  those  who  had  charge  of  ils  disburse- 
incnl. 

Mr.   .OT<n,  of  Ohio,  remarked   that   he  had  not 
risen  to  inllict  a  speech  on  the  commit'ee  at  this 
time  ol  Ihe  evening,  and  after  a   ten  hours'  sillin.- 
all  must  be  anxious  lo   biealhc  a  diilerent  atniol- 
phere  Ihan  the  one  by  which  lliey  were  surrounded 
especially  when  there  was  such  a  ma-^s  of  bii-iness 
yel  to  he  acted  upon,  and  bnl  Iwo  days  in  which  lo 
do  It      But  he  lell  compelled  to  say,  in  reply  lo  the 
genlf-man  fro  i,  Vermont,  who  had  just  taken    his 
seat,  (Mr.  Hall.)  thai  he  was  greally   mistaken,  in 
Mr.  A  s  opinion,  m  thed. daialion  that  Ihe  harbors 
now  progressing  would  not  be  fini.hed.  so  Ion"  as 
money  was    supplied    to    keep  |hem   in  a   lc,rw"ard 
movement.     The  reason  assigned  is,  thai  the  super- 
intendents were  interested  in   delaying  their  com- 
pletion.  as  Ihey  received  a  salary  for  Iheir  services, 
or  a  commission  on  the  money  expei.d.-d,  and  hence 
It  was  lor  their  a.lvantage  to  protract  the  lime,  and 
to  enlarge  Ihe  expense.     Mr.  A.  said  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the   history  of  several  of  the  harbors 
on  I,ake  Erie,  and  he  fully  believed  money  had  ne- 
ver been  more  judiciously,  beneficially,  and  econo- 
mically applied.     The   wo.ks  were  all  under  the 
general   control  of  skillliil    oflicers  of  ihe    Unit,  d 
States;  and   the    immediate   snperintendenis,    who 
made  the  contracts  and  di.-hnrsemenls.  he  Ihon-ht, 
in  no  instance,  received  any  thing  like  a  fair  i  qiii- 
valent  lor  their  services,  and.  who  must,  therelore, 
be    actuated    by  other    considerations  than  a    mere 
pecuniary  one,  so   far  at  least  as  it  regaideil  that 
pai.l  by  the  Rovernment.     He  had  never  known  or 
heard  of  a  case  of  peculalon  or  fraud,  and  bnl  few 
of  bad  inanageinenl.     Their  employment  saved  the 
expense  of  keeping  comparativ  ly  high  pai.l  officers 
to  pi'rform  Ihe  same  duties,  and,'  he  believed    Ihey 
were  much  more  interested  in  iiiging  their  works  lo 
a  spi.edy  terminalion  rather  than  Ihe  reverse.     It 
was  line  these  harbors  continued  m  make  demands 
on  the   treasury,  but  it  was  because   Ihe   ori"inal 
plans  were  not  yet  executed  in  some  cases,  while 
in   others   experience    siissested   deviations  fioin 
them,  lor  Ihey  were  all  matters  of  experiment  when 
commrnced.     He  could  assure  lie  opponents  of  Ihe 
syslem  that  its  friends  would  hall  win  re  they  w-ere, 
if  Ihey  supposed  the  cost  was  lo  be  unreasonnb|e| 
compared  wilh  the  advantages   to  he  derived  from 
It;  but  Ihey  believed   it  warranted  by  Ihe  conslitii- 
lion,  and  that  Ihenecessili.-s  of  ihe  country,  general 
and  local,  demanded    its  continuance,    Ihoush  ils 
benefits   could  ..niv  be  duly  appreciated    by~lliose 
who  hail  w  ilnessed  ils  eliccis. 

In  Ihe  year  182.5.  there  was  but  a  single  steam- 
boat above  the  Falls  of  Niairara.  she  making,  "soli- 
tary and  alone."  an  unprofitable  and  hazardous 
voyage  once  in  ten  days  from  Bndalolo  Detroit  and 
back.  Then,  too,  there  w-ere  but  twenty  or  thirty 
small  shallops,  dignified,  it  is  true,  by  Ihe  name  of 
scliooners;  now,  instead  of  one  slefimhoat,  Ihcra 
are  nearly  sixty,  some  of  Ihem  of  8(111  tons  burlhen, 
costing  an  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  more,  and, 
as  a  chss,  inferior  to  none  afloat;  in?te,ad  of  Ihe 
twenty  or  Ihirly  shallops,  there  are  now-  loo  hundred 
ships,  brigs,  and  sclionnrr?.  honestly  such.  But 
this  fleet  never  could  have  had  existence  but  for 
Ihe  facilities  for  receiving  and  dischariing  car<-oes 
furnished  by  artificial  harbors,  consliluli""iig,  also, 
places  of  refug-  to  which  lo  fle- in  lime  of  need. 
There  are  few  natural  harbors  on  any  of  the  lakes, 
and  lill  Ihe  cnnslrnclion  of  those  by  the  gnyernment 
on  Lake  Erie,  vessels  were  oflen'driven  by  Ktorms 
from  one  end  of  it  to  Ihe  oilier,  unless'  .sooner 
driven  on  shore,  or  lo  llie  bottom.  Such  was  still 
Ihe  case  on  Lakes  Huron  and  Michiiinn.  and  would 
long  continue  lo  be.  if  Ihe  policy  so  happily  becan 
and  so  advantageously  prosecuted,  was  now- to  be 
arrested. 

But  the  business  on  Ihe  lakes  had  but  just  com- 
menced; Ohio  had  now-  400  miles  of  canal  in  ope- 
ration, and  was  constructing .-^s  much  uio.-c;  Indiana 
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\Vd5  cXjjKniliiig  ten  millions  on  canals  and  railroads;  | 
Illiiioii  and  thd  inlaiit  state  ol  Miclii^aii;  each  half 
as  .niich.  Tliese  all  tended  to  tlie  lakos,  and  woiild 
soon  very  greatly  increase  the  business  upon  tliein. 
Mr.  A.  th  .11 'ht  there  were  equitable  considera- 
tioiis  pertaining  to  this  matter,  so  lar  as  the  vvesi 
was  concerned.  The  people  of  what  was  once  the 
northwest  territory,  had  paid  es  large  an  amount  ot' 
m  )n.?y  into  the  treasury  forduties  on  imported  goods 
as  any  eqnal  number  of  people  elsewhere;  for 
whatever  might  bj  the  doctrine  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Ills  own  was,  lliat  it  was  not  cotton,  but  cun- 
su.ners,  wlio  paid  the  duties.  In  addition,  they  had 
pud  sixty-two  millions  for  public  lands,  being  six- 
teiiths  of  all  the  receipts  from  that  source.  Onio, 
alone,  had  piid  twenty-two  millions,  more  than  oiie- 
fittli  of  all  the  receipts,  but  she  had  got  but  about 
one -sixth  of  the  land,  for  much  of  her  land  was 
bought  under  the  old  system,  when  the  miniinum 
price  was  two  dollars  the  acre.  Hence  it  had  cost 
about  one  dollar  and  seventy-six  cents,  while  tlie 
average  in  the  other  states  had  been  but  one  dollar 
and  tnirty-one  cents,  making  an  excess  of  more 
than  five  millions  paid  by  Onio.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  ask  its  return  in  the  |iresenl  exhausted 
situation  of  the  treasury,  and  had  only  alluded  to  it 
as  a  reason  why  he  thought  we  ouglit  not  to  be  espe- 
cially astute  in  seeking  to  discover  how  we  might 
withhold  or  curtail  a|>propriations  for  the  norih- 
westeru  states  in  general,  and  Oiiio  in  particular. 
The  interest  on  the  excess  referred  to,  for  a  single 
year,  would  equal  all  the  money  ever  expended  by 
the  general  government  in  Ohio,  fur  her  exclusive 
benertt,  without  taking  the  appropriations  for  the 
naiional  road  into  account,  which  were  based  upon 
a  totally  di.lerent  footing. 

In  conclusion,  he  would  say  he  thought  the  op- 
ponents of  the  new  harbors  ought  to  find  better 
reasons  for  their  opposition  than  merely  that  some 
ol  tlie  old  harbjrs  were  yet  unfinished. 

iVlr.  Pope  siid  he  had  voted  lor  all  these  mea- 
sures of  ii'.lernji  improvement,  and  was  ready  to 
do  so,  when  they  were  proper,  without  any  ques. 
tions  about  stale  rights,  consolidation,  constitution- 
ality, and  such  cries,  which  lie  was  sorry  to  see 
had  come  to  he  so  common  in  that  house.  But  he 
did  think  that,  with  an  empty  treasury,  such  ap- 
propriations as  tliose  asked  lor  by  the  bill  under 
consideration  ought  not  to  be  pressed.  He  said 
lie  was  worn  oown  with  remaining  in  the  house 
from  nine  o'clock  at  morning  till  nine  o'clock  at 
niglit,  and  he  would  threibre  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.     The  committee  rose  accordingly. 

The  amend. iienis  to  the  bill  to  authorize  a  com- 
mission to  test  the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  pre- 
vent steam  explosions,  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

On  motion  at  half  past  nine  o'clock,  p.  m. 
The  house  adjourned. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

EESn.MPTION    OF    SPECIE    PAY.IIENTS. 

Pe.vnsylva.'jia,  ss. — In  the  name  and  by  the  aii- 
Ihorily  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the  said  common- 
wealth— .d  proclamation. 

The  period  has  arrived  when  the  series  and  mis- 
fortunes produced  by  the  injurious  interlerence  ol 
tile  national  government  with  the  currency  of  tile 
country  is  about  to  terminate.  Congress  having 
risen  without  sanctioning  the  attempt  to  give  to  tlie 
federal  executive  the  entire  control  of  the  national 
wealth,  and  of  the  while  amoui.t  of  specie  in  the 
country,  and  the  consequent  power  to  aiiect  and 
wield  to  Its  own  purposes  all  the  capital  and  creiiit 
of  the  union;  and  having  also  imposed  certain  salu- 
tary restrictions  on  so  much  of  this  power  as  had 
bjen  already  arrogated,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  to  put  forth  her  strength 
to  quicken  her  dormant  energies,  and  to  take  that 
stand  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  union  which 
her  unbounded  resources,  her  vast  natural  and  ar- 
tificial facilities  for  their  development,  and  the  solid 
and  energetic  character  of  her  citizens  demand:  to 
"leprive  her  of  which  stand,  all  the  measures  of  the 
national  government  have  recently  tended. 

For  the  production  of  this  most  desirable  result, 
the  measure  first  requisite  is,  that  an  end  be  put  to 
certain  open  infractions  of  the  spirit  of  the  laws 
which  have  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  overbear- 
ing necessities  of  the  times;  and  to  restore  credit 
.  and  the  currency  to  the  firm  basis  on  which  they 
stood  before  their  late  derangement  was  unnecessa- 
lily  brought  on  the  people. 

1,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  that  enjoyment  of  the 
constitution  which  requires  the  governor  of  the 
state  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe 
cuted,  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  do  hereby  re 


quire  all  banks  in  this  commonwealth,  on  or  before 
the  thirteenth  day  of  August  next  ensuing  thedate 
hereof,  to  resume  and  continue  the  redemption  of 
their  respective  notes,  bills  and  other  obligations, 
in  gold  and  silver  coin  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  their  chaiters.  And,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  those  institutions  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  lauilable  object,  I  deem  it  pro|»er  to 
state,  from  the  information  1  liave  obtained,  that 
their  .solvency  and  general  condition  is  such  as  to 
entitle  them  to  the  ctuifideiice  of  all  who  hold  their 
notes,  their  amount  of  specie  on  hand  being  large- 
ly increased,  and  of  notes  in  circulation  much  di- 
minished, since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  May,  1837. 

While  it  is  thus  chee.fully  announced  that  the 
means  of  the  banks  are  ample,  and  that  their  con- 
duct has  been,  throughout  the  late  trying  crisis, 
generally  >uch  as  to  sustain  our  already  high  cha- 
lacter  for  punctuality,  honesty,  and  solvency,  main- 
tain and  even  increase  our  trade,  keep  up  the  value 
of  property,  and  prevent  the  state  from  becoming 
the  theatre  of  panic  and  distress,  yet  I  slial!  feel 
bouml,  in  duty  to  the  public,  to  take  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  compel  a  return  to  that  agency  and 
responsibility  to  their  creditors  for  which  they  were 
created.  If,  however,  a  return  be  promptly  and 
faithfully  made  to  that  line  of  duly  to  the  laws  and 
to  the  public  from  which  they  have  been  compelled 
to  depart,  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year  will  ordy 
be  recorded  in  our  history  asanotherinstance  of  the 
perfect  adaptation  of  republican  institutions  to  the 
demands  of  every  crisis,  and  will  show  that  com- 
mon and  overruling  necessity  being  bowed  to  by 
general  consent  becomes  for  the  time  the  law  of  the 
land.  But  to  justify  such  rule  of  necessity,  and  to 
prevent  future  evil,  liom  its  unnecessary  recurrence 
or  unjust  continuance,  it  is  indispensably  requisite 
that  the  instant  the  pressure  of  circumstances  which 
produced  it  ceases,  the  empire  of  the  express  and 
ordinary  law  of  the  land  should  be  restored.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  on  the  other  iiand  a  return  to  general 
and  real  redemption  in  specie,  ar>d  a  withdrawal  of 
all  illegal  paper  money,  from  circulalion,  do  not  now 
take  place,  when  all  admit  that  it  may,  with  safety 
and  (lublic  benefit,  I  shall  hold  it  my  duty,  forth- 
with, to  lake  all  the  measures  to  compel  it,  which 
the  constitution  and  laws  have  placed  in  my  power; 
and  at  tlie  openingof  the  next  session  of  tlie  legis- 
lature, to  recommend  the  passage  of  such  laws  as 
may  innre  ell'ectually  guard  the  future  from  the 
evils  of  the  past. 

And  further  for  the  purposes  and  by  virtue  of  the 
enjoinment  aibresaid,  I  do  also  hereby  require  all 
persons  or  bodies  corporate,  who  may  have  violated 
the  laws  of  this  state,  by  the  emission  and  circu- 
lation of  notes  of  any  denomination  under  that  of 
five  dollars,  commonly  called  "shin  plasters,"  to 
lake  instant  measures  for  the  full  and  honest  re- 
demption of  tlie  same  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  or 
such  other  ample  equivalent  as  shall  be  -atisfactory 
to  the  holders  thereof,  under  pain  of  the  penalties, 
if  Ihis  notice  be  not  complied  with  in  a  reasonable 
time,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizeiis  to  en- 
force. 

Should  this  requirement  be  fully  and  promptly 
complied  with,  the  commonwealth  will  be  restored 
to  that  sound  currency  which  she  possessed  before 
the  suspension,  viz:  One  composed  of  gold  and 
silver  for  all  sums  under,  anrl  of  notes  instantlv 
convertible  into  specie  lor  all  sums  of  and  over, 
five  dollars.  The  result  of  the  attempt  to  improve 
the  currency  will  then  obviously  be,  that  the  only 
paper  issues  in  circulation  and  not  convertible  into 
specie  at  the  place  wdience  issued,  will  be  those  of 
the  national  government. 

In  coinmunicaling  thus  publicly  with  my  fellow- 
citizens  on  this  important  and  interesting  matter,  1 
would  respectl'ully  and  earnestly  say  to  all,  be  fir  n 
and  cool  in  the  emergency.  Trust  in  the  laws, 
have  confidence  in  the  institutions,  and  sustain  the 
high  credit  and  character  of  your  glorious  coumion- 
wealth.  You  have  borne  j'ouiselvcs  through  the 
crisis  nobly  and  honorably.  You  have  come  al- 
most uninjured  out  of  the'  trial.  Make  one  more 
calm  and  steady  elibrt  and  all  will  be  will.  '1  he 
forbearance  and  delcrminalion  heretofore  exhibited 
have  been  sucli  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  state, 
while  it  has  strengihened  tlie  hands  and  cheered 
the  hearts  of  your  public  agents  in  the  performance 
of  duties  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.  Contrasting,  as 
is  naturally  done,  the  feelings  and  hopes  connected 
with  this  attempt  to  aid  the  resumption,  with  those 
which  animated  me  when  I  addressed  my  fellow- 
citixens  on  the  subject  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment,  [  cannot  but  rejoice  at  the  dilfereiice. 
We  were  then  entering  upon  a  new  and  unlried 
course  of  action  whose  happy  termination  was  only 
matter  of  hope.  Wc  are  now  at  tlie  conclusion  of 
our  doubts  and  fears,  and  with  the  blessings  of  provi- 
dence on  Ihe  exertion  of  our  own  moderation  and 


ndustry,  about  to   return  to  our  ii.siial  confidence 
and  prosperity. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
slate,  at  Harri^buigh,  this  tenth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  of  the  com- 
monwealth the  sixty-third. 
Bij  tke  Governor:  Tho.  H.  Burp.ows, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonweallh. 

Expenditures.  The  following  statement  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives,  shows  the 
amounts  of  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  for  each  year,  from  1824  to  1838. 
For  the  year  1824  -  -  $1.5,330,144  71 
Ditto        1825      -         -  11,490,359  94 

Ditto        1826      -         -  13,062,316  27 

Ditto        1827      -         -  12,653,095  65 

Hitlo        1&2S      -         -  l.'J'.2.ifi,041  45 

Ditto        1829      -         -  12.660,461)  62 

Ditto        1830      -         -  13,229,533  33 

Ditto        1831       -         -  13,864,067  90 

Ditto        1832      -         -  16,516,388  77 

Ditto        1833      -        -  22,713,755  11 

Ditto        1834      -         .  18,425,417  25 

Ditto        1835      -         -  17,514,950  28 

Ditto        1836      -         -  30,868,164  04 

Ditto        1837      -         -         *39, 164,745  37    ' 
*Tlii3  sum  is  subject  to  small   variation  on  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer. 

Note. — The  above  sums  include  payments  for 
trust  funds  and  indemnities,  which  in  1837,  were, 
$5,610,404  36. 

The   nrnvj — official  rcgjilation.      1.    No   officer, 
whose  duty  it  may  be  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officers  of  that  branch  of  the  service 
under  his  immediate  supervision,  shall  hold  or  dis-  ] 
burse  funds. 

2.  Whenever  it  is  practicable,  all  disbursements 
shall  be  made  by  checks  on  a  bank  or  a  person,  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  not  in  money. 

3.  A  monthly  statement  shall  be  made  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  by  each  disbursing  officer, 
of  the  moneys  received,  paid,  and  remaining  in  bi3 
hands. 

This  regulation  will  supersede  the  one  on  this 
subject  issued  a  few  months  since. 

J.    R.    PolXSETT. 

fVar  dejiartment,  Jvlij,  11,  1S3S. 

Appointmeyiti  by  the  president,  by  and  v:ith  the  advice 
and  consent  of  Ihe  senate. 

Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  to  be  governor  of  the  ter-  . 
ritory  of  Iowa,  in  the  place  of  U.  Atkinson,  resigned. 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes,  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  consul 
lor  the  port  ol  Galveston,  in  Texas. 

Thompson  F.  Mason,  of  Alexandria,  to  be  judge  [ 
of  the  criminal  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia.    ] 

Dillon  Jorilon,  jr.  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  judge  ^ 
for  the  district  of  We=t  Florida,  in  the  place  of  J.  ' 
A.  Cameron,  deceased.  j 

Richard  C.  Allen  to  he  judge,  W.  H.  Brockenbo- 
rough  to  be  attorney,  Peter  W.  Gautier,  jr.,  to  be' 
marshal,  lor  Ihe  Apalachicola  district  in  Florida. 

George  Willis  to  be  marshal  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Florida. 

Florida  u-ar.  A  letter  from  Talkliassee,  dated  , 
June  23d,  says: 

We  have  little  hopes  of  inducing  the  Indians  yet 
out  to  surrender.  Their  movement  are  most  hos- 
tile. We  learn  that  every  post  abandoned  by  our 
troops  has  been  destroyed.  Fort  Clinch,  on  the 
Withlachooche,  Forts  King  and  Mellon,  have  been 
burnt,  and  most  of  the  briilges  in  the  nation  des- 
troyed. -Scarcely  had  our  troops  passed  Ihe  bridge 
near  Fort  King,  ere  it  was  buined  by  the  Indians, 
who  were  following  close  in  the  rear  of  the  army.' 

Texas.  We  learn  from  the  Houston  National 
Banner  of  the  8th  ult.  that  col.  Hockley  has  been 
apjiointed  secretary  of  war,  of  the  republic  of 
1  exas,  ill  the  place  of  col.  Bee,  resigned.  The 
Banner  speaks  in  highly  favorable  terms  of  the 
qualifications  and  character  of  both  these  gentle- 
men. With  regard  to  the  presidency  ■  of  Texas, 
that  paper  appears  to  enterlain  no  doubt  of  the 
election  of  geneial  Lamar,  and  that,  loo,  with  little 
or  no  opposition.  The  new  "money  bill,"  or  act 
authorizin;  a  new  issue  of  treasury  shinplaslers  by 
that  republic,  bad  been  vetoed  by  the  execulive, 
and  abandoned  by  the  Texiaii  congress.  Theie  re- 
mains therefore  but  the  original  issue  of  $650,000 
Texian  notes  in  circulation.  From  the  same  paper 
we  learn  that  the  counterfeiter  is  abroad,  in  Texa 
several  well  executed  specimens,  purporting  lo  be 
of  this  issue,  have  been  recently  presented  it  the 
treasury  department,  and  proved  to  be  counterfeit. 
[Boston  Post. 
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PER     ANNUM,     PAVADLE    IN    ADVANCE. 

flCj"The  president  of  the  United  States  will  leave 
this  city  on  MoEiday  tor  the  Viiginia  Springs,  pass- 
ing on  his  route  through  the  city  of  Kichmond. 
Mr.  Poinsett,  who  is  atiU  in  delicate  health,  will 
visit  the  springs  in  Greenbrier  county,  Va. 

(tt5-A  manifesto  of  the  administration  party  in 
congress  has  been  published.  The  constitutionality 
of  a  national  bank  is  opposed.  The  lion.  John  M. 
Niles,  of  Cunnectiiut,  and  hon.  Charles  E.  Haynes, 
of  Georgia,  presided  over  the  meeting;  whence  the 
manifesto  was,  issued. 

OO-The  president  has  issued  a  proclamation  con- 
cerniiia;  the  ratification  of  a  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  entered  into  by  their  ac- 
credited agents,  in  relation  to  the  indemnity  for  the 
capture  of  the  brigs  Pocket  and  Durango.  The 
amount  to  be  paid  is  :J'l  1,750.     See  page  32-1. 

QCJ-It  will  be  remembered  that  a  month  or  two 
ago,  the  Bank  of  Metropolis  in  this  city,  was  rob- 
bed, in  a  daring  manner,  of  a  large  amount  of  jew- 
elry deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe  keeping.  The 
robber  has  been  apprehended  in  New  Orleans. 

{Jr^-The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Levant,  was, 
at  the  latest  dates,  at  Matanzas — the  crew  in  ex- 
cellent health. 

OO-In  Louisiana,  the  result  of  the  last  election  is 
as  follows,  as  correctly  as  we  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect: The  whigs  have  10  certain,  and  probably  11 
in  the  senate  out  of  17,  of  which  it  is  composed,  and 
31  in  the  house  of  delegates  to  17  administration, 
and  2  neutrals.     The  whig  governor  elected. 

CCJ-The  board  of  visiters  to  the  military  academy 
:  at  West  Point,  report  favorably  of  its  present  con- 
dition.    In  the  body  of  their  report  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  Admittance  to  it  is  opened  to  every  con- 
dition of  fortune  and  of  birth." 

SX?-Commodore  David  Porter,   charge  de  affaires 

at  the  Turkish  court,  and  his  two  sons,  have  arrived 

;  at  Boston  in  the  ship  Niger,  from  Constantinople. 

(iij-lt  is  stated  in  the  northern  papers  that  Mr. 
<  Webster  will,  at  the  Boston  dinner,  give  his  views 
I  of  the  presideney,  and  take  that  occasion  to  with- 
I  draw  from  the  field  as  a  candidate. 

li      CCy-Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  is  to  attend  the 
'I  Webster  dinner  at  Bost.in. 

Ci5-Thora,  the  Scotch  sculptor,  has  made,  it  is 
said,  a  remarkable  statue  of  Washington.  The 
statue  is  colossal  and  cut  from  a  block,  taken  from 
the  Patterson  quarry.  New  Jersey. 

Si'i-Mr.  David  Treadwell  of  Little  river,  Bruns- 
wick county,  N.  C,  slates  that  several  trunks  be- 
longing to  the  Pulaski,  have  come  ashore  in  that 
vicinity. 

fXj'X  railroad  has  been  established  between  Bris- 
tol and  London,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
passengers  to  the  steam  packets,  that  leave  the  for- 
mer place  for  the  United  States. 

C:>-Madison,  in  Dane  county,  is  hereafter  to  be 
the  seat  of  government  of  Wisconsin  territory. 

|)!j-A  meeting  of  twelve  hundred  Whig  delegates 
assembled  on  the  11th  of  July  at  Utica,  New 
York. 

Cc5"The  honorable  John  Branch  is  to  run  on  the 
administration  ticket  against  governor  Dudley,  for 
the  gubernatorial  chair  of  the  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

CCf-The  Athens,  Tennessee  Journal  of  the  4th 
inst.  says,  "several  detachments  ofCherokees  have 
passed  through  this  place  within  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks  on  their  way  from  North  Carolina  to 
the  agency,  and  on  last  Friday  twelve  hundred 
passed  thrjiigh  conducted  by  two  companies  of  ar- 
tillery, under  the  command  of  capt.  Washington. 
This  last  detachment  nearly  completes  the  emigra- 
tion for  North  Carolina. 
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(XrTlie  exploring  expedition,  fully  equip|>id, 
will  leave  the  United  States  in  the  first  week  of 
August,  on  her  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  southern 
regions:  lieutenant  Wilkes  commanding. 

CG-A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Montgomery 
county,  RLiryland,  on  the  26th  June, to  remonstrate 
against  the  appointment  made  by  the  governor  of 
Maryland,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  general 
assembly,  of  colonel  Abcrt,  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  the  engineer  to  make  certain  surveys  for 
the  design  of  ascertaining  the  propriety  of  con- 
structing a  canal  from  the  Chesapeak  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

HG-The  citizens  of  North  Carolina  are  awakening 
to  the  immense  impulse  felt  throughout  the  country 
on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements.  A  large 
meeting  was  held  at  Greensborough,  a  short  time 
since,  and  governor  Dudley  addressed  the  assem- 
blage, ill  an  earnest  and  eloquent  manner,  upon 
this  interesting  subject. 

Ocf-Within  a  year  we  shall  have  twenty  steam 
ships  from  Great  Britain,  France,  and  llolland. 
The  speed  with  which  these  vessels  pass  to  and  fro 
between  the  two  hemispheres,  will  create  an  epoch 
in  civilization  ami  the  arts,  at  which  philanthropy 
and  learning  should  rejoice. 

(tr^-It  is  estimated,  that  from  the  five  southern 
states,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
and  South  Carolina,  fifty  thousand  persons  travel 
northward  every  summer.  The  travelling  and  in- 
cidental expenses  of  this  army  of  travellers,  is  put 
down  at  five  hundred  dollars  a  head. 

Cc^It  is  announced  in  the  Charleston  papers  that 
the  Southwestern  Rail  Road  Bank  will  be  put  into 
o]ieratioii  next  November.  This  bank  is  connected 
with  the  Louisville,  Cincinnatti  and  Charleston 
rail  road  company,  ar.d  was  incorporated  by  the 
etaioB  oi'Soutli  Carolina,  N'orlh  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting  that 
great  work. 

Ct3=-The  Ohio  convention  met  at  Columbus  on 
the  31st.  ultimo,  and  was  most  numerously  attend- 
ed. Sixty  five  counties  were  represented,  and  be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand  delegates  are  said  to 
have  been  present.  Ex-governor  Allen  Trimble 
was  appointed  to  the  chair,  and  John  N.  Taylor,  se- 
cretary. The  following  resolution  passed  with  but 
one  dissenting  voice: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  have  undimin- 
ished confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  talents  of 
our  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  Wm.  Henry  Har- 
rison; and  concur  with  the  convention  of  July  last, 
in  presenting  his  name  to  the  national  convention 
as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency;  but  at  the  same 
time  pledge  their  cordial  suppoit  to  the  nomination 
of  that  convention,  should  it  fall  on  either  of  the 
ther  distinguished  statesmen,  Henry  Clay  or  Dan- 
el  Webster,  whose  names  are  prominent  as  whig 
candidates  for  that  important  office. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  general  W.  S. 
Murphy  of  Ross,  R.  W.  Thompson  of  Indiana,  hon. 
Jacob  Burnet,  gov.  Vance  and  Charles  Anderson  of 
Dayton. 

Georgia.  The  whigs  of  this  state  have  nom- 
inated the  following  ticket  for  congress: 

William  C.  Dawson,  R.  W.  Habersham,  J.  C. 
Alford,  W.  T.  Colquitt,  E.  A.  Nisbit,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Lott  Warren. 

France  and  Texas.  We  clip  the  following 
important  paragraph  liom  the  New  York  Star  of 
Saturday: 

"  We  have  it  from  an  undoubted  source,  that  the 
French  cabinet  will  shortly  conclude  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  this  yourig  republic. — 
General  Henderson  had  been  in  Paris  two  or  three 
weeks  only,  when  he  had  nearly  completed  this  ar- 
rangement with  the  government.  It  seems  that 
governor  Cass  declined  to  introduce  general  H. 
formerly  as  the  minister  of  Texas;  but  lord  Gran- 
ville, the  English  ambassador,  nothing  daunted, 
and,  doubtless  with  the  authority  of  the  English 
ministry,  oflered  his  services  to  forward  an  inter- 


view, and  actuall)  ilid  introduce  genual  Henderson 
to  count  Mole  and  the  other  members  of  the  minis- 
try. 

Murder.  On  the  night  of  the  16th,  a  mail 
named  George  Collins,  living  on  Magothy  river,  io 
Anne  Arundel  county,  while  under  the  influence,  as 
is  supposed,  of  anient  spirits,  shot  bis  son  Richard, 
aged  18  years,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot;  and  had 
another  of  his  sens  named  Joshua  fastened  up  in 
one  of  the  rooms  of  his  house  with  the  intention  of 
shooting  him  also,  but  he  succeeded  in  effecling  his 
escape  by  breaking  through  the  window,  and  while 
in  the  act  of  running  from  the  house  was  fired  at 
by  his  father,  and  severely  wounded  in  one  of  his 
arms.  [Halt.  Chronicle. 

Duel.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  says  that  a 
duel  took  place  on  the  4th,  between  a  Mr.  Le 
Lange  of  New  Orleans,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Tales  of 
New  York,  on  account  of  some  dilfieully  which 
occurred  in  St.  Louis.  The  parties  met  by  moon- 
light, near  Alton,  Illinois.  On  the  first  fire,  eight 
yards  distance,  Mr.  Le  Lange  was  wounded  in 
the  arm;  a  proper  apology  was  made,  and  here  the 
matter  terminated. 

KiLK  culture  in  New  Jersey.  John  M. 
Brown,  esq.  of  Salein,  has  a  cocoonery  of  2."), 000 
worms,  which  he  feeds  on  the  common  mulberry. 
They  have  spun  eight  bushels  of  cocoons.  In  a 
few  days  be  will  have  100,000  worm?  feeding  on 
the  moms  multicaulis,  which  he  set  out  in  the 
spring.  The  cocoons  of  this  year  will  yield  $2W). 
Mr.  Brown  will  also  have  a  large  profit  from  his 
young  trees.  Messrs.  Reeves  of  Allowaystown, 
have  also  entered  into  this  business. 

Estimated  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment for  18:38.  In  the  debate  on  the  harbor  bill, 
Mr.  Cambrelcng  presented  the  following  estimate 
of  the  public  expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Appropriations  for  1838  already  made  : 
Army  $4,200,000 
Civil  and  diplomatic  3,200,000 
Revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners 3,050,000 
Navy,  including  former  appro- 
priations 5,7.50,000  

Cumberland  road  500,000 

Preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
dian hostilities  7,740,000 
Protection  of  northern  frontier     625,000        -.      '      . 
Appropriations    under    perma- 
nent laws  2,260,000 

27,326,000 

Appropriations  which  will  piobably  be 
made : 

Indian  annuitie3,&c.  1,520,000 

Fortifications,  850,000 

West  Point  1.50,000 

iiarbors,  SiC.  1,450,000 

Additional  appropriations  for 
Public  service  200,000 

New  army  bill  723,000 

New  Indian  treaties  1,700,000 

6,593,000 

Miscellaneous  appropriations  not  enume- 
rated 1,000,000 

$34,918,000 

or  the  above  appropriations,  about  thirteen  rail- 
lions  are  for  extraordinary  purposes,  ten  milliuD  sof 
which  belong  to  the  1  ndian  service  alone. 

This  will  make  the  aggregate  charge  upon  the 
year  including  the  appropriations  of  former  years 
unexpended,  on  the  1st  January  last,  47,000,000. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  adjourned  on  Thursday  the  5th  inst.  to 
the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  On  the  4th,  the  house 
held  three  sessions,  in  the  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening.  A  set  of  resolutions  relative  to  slavery, 
after  general  discussions,  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned, yeas  10').  nays  82.  A  resolution  passed,  in. 
structing  the  senators,  and  requesting  the  represen- 
latives  of  the  state  in  congress  to  use  their  efforts  to 
effect  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  for  spoliations  by  France  prior  to  1800. 
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Banks,  ccbrency,  &c.  The  Pliiiadelphia  com- 
mercial list  of  Saturday  has  the  following  para- 
graphs: 

The  banks  in  this  city  have  determined  to  re- 
sume on  the  1st  of  August,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  appeared  to  the  contrary  in  the  newspapers. 
This  determination  has  given  very  general  satis- 
faction to  the  business  portion  of  the  community, 
who  now  believe  that  in  a  short  time  business  will 
again  resume  its  wonted  activity. 

The  governor  as  will  be  seen  in  a  subsequent 
column,  has  issued  a  proclamation  calling  on  the 
banks  throughout  the  slate,  to  resume  by  the  13th 
August  next,  so  that  had  no  previous  arrangements 
been  entered  into  for  this  purpose,  they  would  soon 
have  been  compelled  to  adopt  this  course. 

Respecting  governor  Ritner's  proclamation,  re- 
quiring the  banks  of  Pennsylvania  to  resume  on  the 
13th  August,  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of 
Friday  evening  says; 

The  proclamation  is  clearly,  and  nervously 
written;  it  acknowledges  the  force  of  necessity  in 
causing  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments,  but 
insists  on  the  fact  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when 
arguments  derived  from  such  necessity  need  no 
longer  be  advanced.  In  this  opinion  the  writer  is 
warmly  sustained  by  our  citizens.  The  banks  of 
our  own  section  (and  we  do  not  doubt  of  other  parts 
of  the  state,  too,)  are  perfectly  well  pleased  with 
the  proclamation,  its  temper  and  doctrine. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Saturday,  says  of 
the  proclamation: 

It  is  looked  upon  as  settling  the  question  with  re- 
gard to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  hence 
is  warmly  commended  and  approved,  by  all  who 
are  in  favor  of  such  resumption — embracing,  as 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  nineteen-twentieths  of 
the  community. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  of  Saturday  says: 

We  have  heard  but  one  opinion  expressed  of  the 

Eroclamation   of   governor   Ritner,    requiring   the 
auks  to  resume  specie  payments,  SiC.  and  tliat  has 
been  one  of  decided  approbation.     This  act  will 


Banks  of  .Alabama.  We  learn  by  the  Tuskaloosa 
Intelligencer  that  there  has  very  recently  been  held, 
in  that  town,  a  bank  convention  to  consider  on  the 
proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  preparatory  to  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  proceedings 
of  the  convention  had  not  transpired,  but  it  was  ru- 
mored that  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  resume  4th 
of  July,  1839.  No  doubt  the  convention  was  greatly 
enlightened  and  assisted  in  its  deliberations  by  the 
valuable  details  and  profound  speculations  of  the 
bank  commissioners,  who  have  so  recently  made  a 
tour  of  the  state  in  their  official  capacity.  We 
trust  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  will  be 
made  public,  and  not  kept  bottled  up  for  the  sole 
use  of  his  excellency,  until  the  meeting  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn,  from  other  so\irce?, 
that  the  June  instalment  of  the  deferred  debt  to  the 
bank  and  the  branches  has  generally  been  met  or 
satisfactorily  adjusted;  and  we  look  with  some 
anxiety  lor  the  next  monthly  reports  of  the  banks. 
Baiilis  and  bank  notes.  The  act  on  this  subject 
received  the  approval  of  the  president  on  the  5th 
instant.     It  is  as  follows: 

An  act  to  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  sec- 
lion  of  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  ofrepresen- 
tatires  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,"  approved  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, declar- 
ing til  at  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank  shall  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
which  shall  alter  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
eiihteeii  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or 
bill  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  far  modified  as  that 
the  interdiction  as  to  the  reception  of  the  bills  and 
notes  shall  not  continue  agaiiist  any  bank  which 
has,  since  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
e  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issued 


Virginia       do  - 

Illinois  do  - 

Indiana         do  - 

Florida  Territory 

Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  company, 
5  percent,  bonds 

New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
company,  5  per  cent,  bonds 

American       do      do       do 

Mississippi  Bank  stock     - 

Tennessee      do       do        - 

Delaware  and  Raritan  company  and 
Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  com- 
pany bonds 

Miscellaneous  stock  and  securities 


2,000,000 
2,000,000 
4,000,000 
1,500,000 

3,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

800,000 


2,000,000 
14,200,000 


$110,000,000 
Maryland  banks.    The  following  is  a  statement, 
made  up  from   official  sources,  of  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  city  and  country  banks  of  this  state  up 
to  the  aoih  of  June. 

Banks  in  Baltimore  on  the  30th  June. 


Bills  discounted, 

Circulation, 

Specie, 

Deposites, 

Due  to  other  banks. 

Due  from  other  banks. 


$12,705,470  23 
2,139,747  88 
1,140,835  40 
1,117,338  31 
3,503,250  71 
3,491,196  95 


raise  him  still  higher  in  the  admiration  of  his  fel-  ]  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  do- 
low-citizens,  and  shows  that  they  can  at  all  limes  j  lars.  or  which  shall  issue  any  such  bills  or  notes 


rely  upon  his  independence,  firmness,  and  intelli 
gence,  in  sustaining  the  honor  and  the  interests  of 
the  commonwealth. 

The  banks  in  this  city  have  felt  the  obligation 
they  were  under  to  resume  specie  payments,  and 
had  already  made  arrangements  for  meeting  in  con- 
vention those  of  Boston,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  Kic. 
with  the  view  of  fixing  an  early  day,  probably  the 
first  of  August,  for  a  general  resumption.  Courte- 
sy to  the  banks  of  other  cities  dictated  this  course, 
while  it  would  not  by  any  means  procrastinate  the 
period  of  resumption.  The  convention  of  banks 
will  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  2:5d  inst.,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  first  day  cf  August  will  be 
fixed  upon  by  the  banks  for  a  general  resumption. 
We  rejoice,  however,  that  the  governor  has  taken 
the  wise  precaution  of  fixing  a  day  beyond  which 
the  present  state  of  things  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
continue.  It  will,  at  all  events,  be  a  strong  persua- 
der to  any  bank,  if  any  such  there  were  in  this 
state,  that  felt  a  reluctance  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand of  the  public  to  resume,  to  yield  to  that  de- 
mand. 

The  ship  Columbiana,  at  New  Orleans  from  Li- 
verpool, has  brought  20,000  sovereigns  for  the  Com- 
mercial bank  of  that  city. 

From  the  New  York  Gazelle,  July  U. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  large  bank  of 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  which  has  long  been  under 
advisement  among  our  financial  men,  has  at  length 
assumed  a  palpable  form.  Joseph  D.  Beers,  esq.  a 
gentleman  of  extensive  experience  in  the  business 
of  exchange  and  banking,  has,  we  are  informed,  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  president,  and  Myndert  Van 
Schaick,  esq.  so  favorably  known  as  a'nian  of  for- 
tune and  high  character,  will  officiate  as  vice  presi- 
dent. 

The  direction  comprise  a  portion  of  our  most 
able  and  wealthy  citizens,  and  the  first  subscription 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  already  filled.  Exten- 
sive arrangements,  we  are  told,  are  already  in  pro- 
gress to  secure  important  advantages  to  this  insti- 
tion,  and  every  thing  betokens  the  most  decided 
success. 

The  bank  is  termed  the  "North  Americam 
Trust  and  Banking  Co.mpanv,"  and'books  for 
further  subscriptions  will  be  opened  as  soon  as  the 
articles  of  association  are  entered  according  to  law. 
That  this  enterp:ise  will  materially  aid  New  York 
in  all  its  business  relations,  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt. 

The  U.  S.  hank  bonds  authorised  to  he  sold  by 
the  recent  act  of  congress,  amount  to  about  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  proceeds  will  go  into  the 
treasury,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment. 


prior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  but  that  from  and  after 
the  said  last  mentioned  day,  the  bills  or  notes  of  no 
bank  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due 
to  the  United  States,  which  bank  shall,  after  that 
date  issue,  re-issue,  or  pay  out  any  bill  or  note  of  a 
denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

Wm.    n.    Kino, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tern. 

James  K.  Polk, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Approved,  July  5  th,  1838. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

The  New  York  Commercial  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  the  notes  received  as  caritnt  by  the 
banks  of  that  city  on  Saturday; 

Neu>  York  state.  Brooklyn  banks;  Westchester 
county;  bank  of  Newburg;  Highland;  bank  of 
Poughkeepsie;  Duchess  county  do.;  Farmers  and 
jManufacturersSdo.;  Ulstercounty;  Kingston;  Cats- 
kill;  Farmers',  Catskill;  Hudson 'River;  Mech.  and 
Farmers',  Albany;  Commercial,  do.;  Canal,  Albany; 
Farmers',  Troy;  city,  do  ;  Lansingburgh,  twenties, 
fifties  and  one  hundreds;  Bank  of  Albany,  _/i/7ies  and 
one  hundreds;  State  bank,  Albany,  o«e  hundred  and 
upwards;  Albany  city,  tens  and  upwards;  Bank  of 
Troy,^/;(>s;  Saratoga. 

Neio  Jersey.  Fives  and  upwards,  the  Newark 
banks;  State  bank,  Elizabeth;  State  bank  New 
Brunswick;  Morris  Canal;  tens  and  upwards.  Farm- 
ers and  Merchants',  Railway;  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics', Middletown.Pt.;  Belvi'dere  bank;  Sussex  coun- 
ty; Commercial,  Perth  Amboy;  State  Bank  at  Mor- 
ris; Morris  county  bank. 

Connecticut.  Twenties  and  upwards,  Stamford 
haiik;  fifties  and  upwards,  Fairfield  county. 

Vermont.  Bank  of  Manchester,  yii-cs  aniii/juianis. 

Tennessee.     Union  ha\\\i,  when  made  payable. 

Louisiana.  City  bank.  New  Orleans;  when  made 
payable. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  amount  of  Ameri- 
can stocks  held  in  England,  is  given  in  Mr.  Gar- 
land's late  speech  in  congress  agaiflst  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill. 
Estimate  of,3merican  stocks  held  abroad,  principally 

in  England- 
Louisiana  bank  stock  in  bonds  of  the 

State  -  -  .       $22,000,000 

Pennsylvania  state  stocks  -         16,000,000 

Do.  United  States  bank      -        20,000,000 

New  York  state  -  -  4,500.000 

Do  city    -  .  .  1,500,000 

Alabama  Slate   -  .  -  4,500,000 

Mississippi  do  -  .  .  2,000,000 

Ohio  do  -  .  .  3,500,000 

Maryland      do  -  •  .  3,000,000 


Country  Banks. 

Bills  discounted,  $2,564,659  20 

Circulation,  950,060  68 

Specie,  438,465  88 

Deposites,  745,316  24 

Due  to  other  banks,  127,290  52 

Due  from  other  banks,  428,190  45 

That  our  readers  may  be  able  to  institute  a  direct 

comparison  between  the  jiresent  and  past  condition 

of  the  bariks,  we  give  the  returns  for  January  1st, 

1833.     The  debts  due  other  banks  were  not  then 

given. 

Banks  in  Baltimore. 
Bills  discounted,  $13,120,263  39 

Circulation,  2,110,951  93 

Specie,  971,390  24 

Deposites,  2,476,068  05 

Country  Banks. 
Bills  discounted,  $2,580,028  42 

Circulation,  902,157  73 

Specie,  3.53,511  03 

Deposites,  776,615  93 

A  comparison  of  the  above  will  show  that  the 
condition  of  the  banks  has  been  steadily  improving, 
and.  aIthout;h  then  considered  ^ood,  is  now  even 
better  than  before.  The  proportion  of  specie  to 
the  circulation  is  much  greater  than  is  usually  con- 
sidered safe  as  a  basis  for  issues,  and  is  in  every 
point  of  view  favorable  to  a  resuinp'ion  of  specie 
payments.  In  addition  to  the  strength  ol  the  banks, 
we  believe  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  confidence 
in  their  stability  and  Ihe  prudence  and  responsibili- 
ty of  those  connected  with  their  management, 
which  will  prove  all  important  in  case  of  a  resump- 
tion. All  hope  for  such  a  consummation,  and  that 
speedily,  and  few  there  are  we  believe  will  not  aid, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  so  desirable  a 
movement. 

Mr.  Woodbury.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  the  secretary  of 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  that  he  has  declined 
the  office  of  chief  justice  of  that  slate; 

Washington,  9th  June,  1838. 
Ralph  Metcalf,  esg.,  secretary  of  stale, 

Sir;  I  herewith  submit  a  final  reply  to  yours  of 
the  21st  nil.  The  official  information  of  iny  ap- 
pointment as  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of 
New  Hampshire,  which  it  communicated,  has  cre- 
ated some  embarrassment. 

On  the  one  hand,  this  renewed  evidence  of  the 
kindness  and  confidence,  which  have  long  been  ex- 
hibited towards  ine  by  the  people  of  my  native 
state,  is  highly  gratifying,  and  increases  my  desire 
to  be  useful  to  them. 

The  situation   offered  is,  also,   agreeable  to  me 

f)ersonally;  and,  if  consulting  only  my  own  predi- 
ections,  I  should,  without  hesitation,  proceed  to 
enter  on  the  performance  of  its  honorable  duties. 

But  tonkins  to  the  difficulties  that  still  surround 
the  imporlant  trust  I  now  hold,  the  opinion  of  many 
is  that  various  considerations  of  a  public  and  para- 
mount character  exi.-it,  which  ought  to  prevent  my 
voluntary  withdrawal  from  it  at  this  juncture.  I 
venture,  therefore,  to  hope,  that,  in  declining  the 
appointment  of  chief  justice  as  I  hereby  do,  my 
motive  will  be  duly  appreciated,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  attributed  to  any  inadequate  sense  of  the 
honor  conferred,  or,  what  would  be  equally  errone- 
ous, to  any  diminution  in  my  solicitude  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  that  state,  to 
which  I  am  under  such  strong  and  numerous  obli- 
gations. 
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With  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  their  favorable  jentimenis,  and  to 
yourself  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  conveyed 

I  remain,  respectfully  yours, 

Levi  Woodbury. 

Mr.  Poinsett.  The  following;  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  Charleston  (S.C.  )  WasT)inj;lon  Society, 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  anniversary  dinner  of  that  society  : 

Washiiiglou.Jiilij  2. 
To  the  president  of  the  Washington  Socieltj 

Sik:  When  I  had  the  honor  of  meelin:;  my  fel- 
low-citizens and  old  associates  at  the  festival  with 
which  we  celebrated  the  anniversary  ot  our  national 
independence, the  last  year,  I  invited  you  to  sustain 
the  administration,  in  so  far  forth  only,  as  it  was 
found  worthy  your  support,  by  maintaining  in  their 
vigor  and  purity,  the  union,  the  con.ilitution  and 
the  laws  ol  the  country — and  it  has  been  in  the 
highest  degree  gratifying  to  me,  to  tind  that  you 
have  verj  generally  expressed  your  approbation  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  administration,  aware  as 
I  am,  from  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  motives 
and  feelings  of  those  with  whom  I  have  so  long 
acted,  they  would  withhold  their  concurrence  with 
measures  which  do  not  originate  in  the  strictest 
principles  of  democracy. 

Jii  conformity  with  the  views  which  have  always 
animated  a  society  of  which  I  am  proud  to  be  a 
member,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  as  a  toast,  upon  this 
occasion. 

The  union,  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  our 
country — we  will  support  those  alone,  who  main- 
tain them  pure  and  ijuiolate. 
Respectfully, 

your  companion. 

And  humble  servant, 

J.  R.  Pol.VSETT. 

DiN.NER  TO  Mn.  Webster.  A  committee  of 
citizens  was  deputed  last  week  from  Boston,  to 
bear  to  Mr.  IVebilcr,  at  that  time  in  this  city,  an 
invitation  to  a  public  dinner  to  which  Mr.  Webs- 
ter has  returned  the  following  answer: 

.islor  House,  New  York;  July  13,  1S38. 

Gextle.men:  I  have  received  your  letter,  tians- 
mitling  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  in  Boston 
on  the  loth  inst.,  inviting  me  to  a  public  dinner. 
The  respect  and  kindness  manifested  by  these  re- 
solutions, demand  my  warmest  acknowiedijinonls 
of  gratitude.  My  health  not  a  little  exhausted  by 
the. length  of  the  session-  and  by  the  heat  of  the 
weather  for  some  lime  past,  admonislies  me  to  get 
to  my  farm  as  soon  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose 
of  rest  and  repose.  But  if  it  be  the  desire  of  those 
citizens  ol  Boston  whom  you  represent,  that  I 
should  meet  them  on  such  an  occasion  as  is  pro- 
posed, I  shall  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  their 
invitation. 

With  much  true  regard. 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
Daxiel  Webster. 
To  George  Darracott,  esq.,    Nathaniel  Hammond, 

esq.,  Uriel  Crocker,  esq.,  Geo.  W.  Gordon,  esq. 

The  dinner  is  to  take  place  on  Tuesday  the  23th 
inst.,  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

Virginia  M.\NUF.4CTURES.  From  the  report  of 
a  coinmittee  appointed  at  the  convention  lately  held 
to  take  into  consideration  the  interests  of  the  south- 
ern states,  to  inquire  whether  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments cannot  be  carried  on  as  efficiently  and 
cheaply  in  Virginia  as  in  the  northern  stales,  it  ap- 
pears that,  in  Wheelin;;,  Pettrshnrg,  Richmond, 
Fredericksburg,  Lynchburg,  and  Kanawha,  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  are  already  invested 
in  the  manufactories  of  these  places ;  that,  in 
Wheeling  alone  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  manufacturing  establishments,  emploving  more 
than  one  thousand  seven  hundred  hands — the  chief 
articles  manufactured  there  being  iron  castings,  bar 
iron,  nails,  and  glass  ware.  In  Petersburg,  there 
are  five  ftourishing  cotton  manufactories,  an  iron 
foundry,  and  several  Hour  mills  and  tobacco  manu- 
factories. In  Richmond  there  are  also  establish- 
ments of  a  similar  kind.  In  Fredericksburg  and 
Falmouth,  there  are  several  iron  and  wollen  manu- 
factories, with  flour  and  other  mills.  The  manu- 
facture of  pis  and  bar  iron  is  extensively  conducted 
in  the  counties  of  Rockbridge,  Alleghany,  Bote- 
tourt, Wythe,  and  Washington,  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  valley;  and  in  .\ngusta,  Shenandoah,  Page, 
and  other  counties  in  the  lower  part  of  the  valley, 
and  in  some  of  the  counties  bordeiing  on  the  Ohio, 
and  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  east  of  the  ridge. 
The  resources  of  Virginia  in  iron,  coal,  and  salt  are 
not  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  union.  And  the 
committee  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that,  when  the 
banking  establishments  of  the  state  shall  be  extend- 


ed, and  the  facilities  of  coinmunication  shall  be  im- 
proved, as  contemplated,  no  state  in  the  union  can 
carry  on  manufacturing  establishments  to  greater 
advantage  to  its  citizens  than  VirgiTiia.       [Nal.  Int. 

Statistics  of  crime.  It  appears,  from  re- 
turns made  with  the  most  rigirl  exactness,  that  the 
criminal  population  of  the  city  of  Liverpool  amounts 
to  4200  females,  and  4520  males,  2.270  of  the  latter 
being  professional  thieves,  and  the  residue  living  by 
a  combination  of  labor  and  plunder.  Exanjinations 
made  snbseciuently  to  the  above,  not  only  go  to 
confirm  their  accuracy  but  to  show  that  In  fact  the 
number  of  these  malefactors  is  underrated.  It  has 
been  ascertained  by  regular  returns,  about  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  it  is  said  no  doubts  can  be  enter- 
tained, that  ill  the  year  1S35,  there  were  I3,r)nG  per- 
sons taken  into  custody  of  whom  2,138  were  com- 
mitted. In  1836  there  were  16,fi30  taken  up,  of 
whom  3,343  were  committed,  and  during  eight 
months  of  1S37  there  were  12,71)!)  taken  into  cus- 
tody, of  whom  2,849  were  committed.  From  .Inly 
1S3.'>.  to  July  1836,921  juvenih' thieves  under  ei:;h- 
teen  years  of  age,  were  apprehended,  ol  whom  tlin-e 
hundred  and  seventy-eit;nt  were  committed.  Frojii 
July  1836,  up  to  the  date  at  which  the  returns  from 
which  the  above  data  are  derived  were  made,  there 
had  been  taken  into  custody  2,339  juvenile  thieves, 
of  whom  1,096  had  been  committed,  there  having 
been  in  custody  during  the  same  time  upwards  of 
1500  adult  thieves.  The  amount  of  property  stolen 
annually  is  estimated  at  about  one  million  sterling. 
[Balt.Jmer. 

The  Fisheries.  The  number  of  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery,  belonging 
to  Gloucester,  the  last  year,  was  221 ;  tonnage  of 
the  same,  9824  ;  hands  employed.  1-580  ;  capital  \n- 
vested,  .Jots. 000.  Quite  a  number  of  new  vessels 
have  been  added  to  the  business  this  season,  in- 
creasing the  tonnage  say  to  1 1,000  tons. 

The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries, 
owned  at  Marblehead,  is  69  ;  tonnage,  6368  ;  hands 
employed,  483. 

Our  harbor  for  the  past  week  has  teemed  with 
mackerel — and  though  mostly  small,  their  taking 
has  contributed  much  sport,  and  in  some  instances, 
not  a  little  profit  to  those  wdio  have  been  in  success- 
ful pursuit. 

Last  week  twenty  barrels  of  mackerel  were  sein- 
ed at  one  haul  at  Sandy  Point,  by  captain  Baker. 
His  seine  is  five  hundred  yards  long.     A  few  weeks 

since  he  enclosed  a.  nuilti'tu.le  of  fishes,  principally 

maiden  shad.  It  is  estimated  that  their  number  was 
200,000.  [Glnuce.iter  Telegraph. 

Minister  ofTexas.  We  learn  from  the  Hous- 
ton (Texas)  National  Banner,  of  the  15th  ult.  that 
the  president  of  Texas  has  appointed  Peter  W. 
Grayson,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic 
near  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  Memucan  Hunt,  resigned. 

Case  of  B.  Rathuhn-.  From  the  Buffalo  Com- 
mercial JJi'erliscr  of  the  1th  inst.  We' yesterday 
announced,  in  a  postscript,  the  acquittal  of  Benja- 
min  Rathbun,  on  the  trial  which  has  occupied  the 
present  court  for  the  last  ten  days.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  former  absorbing  interest  felt  in  the  issue 
of  this  important  case^yft,  owini  partly  to  lapse 
of  time  since  it  first  filled  the  public  ear,  and  part- 
ly to  the  protracted  delays  and  postponements  which 
have  from  time  to  time  put  ofl'  the  final  result,  the 
edge  of  curiosity  had  become  comparatively  dulled, 
and  the  once  imposing  aspect  of  the  case  had  dwin- 
dled down  to  the  common  place  character  of  ordi- 
nary trials. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  empannel- 
ing  a  jury  for  the  trial,  many  having  expressed  an 
opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

By  resorting  to  talesmen,  however,  the  neces- 
sary number  was  finally  obtained,  comprising  most- 
ly plain  substantial  farlners — a  class  whose  sterling 
integrity  and  sound  judgment  may  almost  invaria- 
bly be  relied  on  as  least  liable  to  err  in  the  deci- 
sions of  human  tribunals. 

There  were  three  indictments  pending  in  this 
county  against  the  accused,  for  the  alleged  forged 
endorsements  of  three  several  notes  of  §2,000  each; 
which  were  deposited  by  Rathbun  with  Messrs. 
Joy  8i  Webster  of  this  city  in  January,  18.3G,  as 
collateral  security  against  certain  advances  made 
by  them  upon  the  contract  for  building  their  exlen- 
si've  block  of  stores.  One  of  these  notes  was  en- 
dorsed "David  E.  Evans,"  another  "Bissel  Hum- 
phry— Noves  Darrow'"  and  the  other  "Martin 
!  Daley— Sylvester  Mathews."  It  was  upon  the 
1  indictment  for  the  latter  that  the  present  trial  was 
•had. 

j  The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  the  district 
attorney  general  Beardsley.  The  defence  was 
I  managed  by  the  former  counsel  of  prisoner,  H.  K. 


I  Smith,  E.  Van  Biircn,  and  T.  T.  Sherwood,  esqrs. 
'The  latter  genllcman  was  sentenced  by  presiding 
Judge  Dayton  to  two  days  imprisonment  for  con- 
tempt of  court,  in  the  examination  of  one  of  the 
witnesses. 

1  The  verdict  on  the  indictment  just  tried,  dispos- 
[  es.  we  understand,  of  the  two  remaining  ones  in 
Genessc,  which  will  jirobably  come  to  trial  at  Ba- 
tavia,  in  September  next.  Upon  these  Mr.  Rath- 
bun has  formerly  entered  bail,  in  bonds  of  tJ5,000. 

Kevoi.utio.mahv  relics.  The  Troy  (N.  Y.) 
.Mail,  in  describing  the  celebration  of  the  late  an- 
niversary ill  that  city,  says  "in  the  long  procession 
of  committees,  and  societies,  and  trades,  and  asso- 
ciations that  participated  in  the  scene  of  joy,  the 
revolutionary  fathers  attracted  particular  notice  and 
gave  to  the  occasion  an  earnesl  ol"  the  event  wliich 
they  were  called  to  celebrate.  Venerable  and  white 
with  years,  their  presence  was  an  incentive  to  the 

j  love  of  country.  The  following  is  a  list  of  their 
names,  and  we  rejoice  that  they  are  yet  with  us  and 

I  hope  that  they  may  be  spared  to  meet  at  the  next 
anniversary. 

Names.  Residence.  Jge. 

William  Sliter,  Sandlake,  Kensselaer  co.  74 

Henry  Mirach,  Troy,  84 

John  Foliard,  do  S4 

Edward  Wilson,  do  76 

Jacob  Wager,  do  75 

Gideon  Whitmarsh,  Northumberland,  Saratoga 

county,  80 

Reuben  Babcock,  Sandlake,  Renssellacr  co.  80 
Moses  Sheldon,         Bennington,  Vt.  86 

Mr.  Kinney,     Greenbush,  Reiissellaer  co.  79 

Ephraim  Whitaker,  Troy,  84 

Cornelius  Myers,  do  78 

1  Simon  Griswold,  Nassau,  Rensselaer  co.  85 

1  Samuel  Gordon,  Troy,  74 

Isaac  Cushman,  do.  80 

Benjamin  Pierce,  do.  75 

Elijah  Reed,  do.  74 

Texas.  The  steam  packet  Cuba,  at  New  Or- 
leans from  Texas,  brings  the  Houston  Telegraph 
to  the  23d  ult.  It  contains  no  news,  being  chielly 
occupied  with  the  speech  of  Mr.  Preston,  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  this  country,  and  with  electioneering 
matter.  General  Lamar  seems  to  be  the  most  pro- 
minent  candidate  for  the   presidency,  and  judge 

Burnet     Tor    ttie    vice-presidency     of    Ihe     new     re- 

(Uildic,  though  some  doubts  had  been  raised  as  to 
the  eligibility  of  the  former.  Colonel  Lynch  has 
been  nominated  to  represent  the  county  of  Galves- 
ton in  the  next  congress. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Fairfield,  licm  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  "to 
piovide  for  surveying  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
of  the  United  Slates,  according  to  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,"  reported  the  same 
v\it!iout  amendment;  and  it  was  ordered, on  his  mo- 
tion, that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  same  committee, 
further  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That,  after  a  careful  examination  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy 
betiTeen  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  rela- 
tive to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
house  of  representatives  does  not  entertain  a  doubt 
of  the  entire  practicability  of  running  and  marking 
that  boundary  in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  and 
entertain  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  and 
validity  of  the  title  of  Ihe  United  States,  to  the  full 
extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
two  powers. 

Resolved,  further.  That,  considering  th.at  more 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  that  treaty;  considering  the  extraordinary 
delay  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations 
and  proceedings  of  the  governments  of  the  two 
countries  in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  this 
controversy;  and  considering  the  danper  of  mutual 
irritation  and  collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred 
and  friendly  nations  from  further  procrastination, 
this  house  cannot  forbear  to  express  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  pendinK  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a  close,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  dispute  be 
mode  as  early  as  practicable. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

,\  card.  The  undersigned,  friends  of  Messrs. 
Segar  and  Siirage,  having,  without  consultation 
with  their  principals,  and  upon  their  sole  responsi- 
bility, agreed  to  refer  the  contemplated  affair  of 
honor  between  those  gentlemen  to  the  final  arbitra- 
imcntof  the  hon.  Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina, 


324 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER-JULY  21, 1838-PROCLAMATION. 


and  the  hou.  S.  ,S.  Prc.Utss,ot  Mississ|rpi,  are  hap- 
py to  announce  that  it  has  been  aJjusled  ";a  man- 
ner entirely  lionorable  to  both  par Ues,  upon  the  baMs 
of  arautaal  withdrawal  ol  all  chai'ges  or  remarks 
nersonallv  offensive  to  either. 
^Thev  cannot  forbear  at  the  same  time  from  ex- 
cressinE  their  hiffh  sense  of  the  generous  and  per- 
feverin?  efforts  of  the  hon  Messrs.  Wise  ^ud  Hun- 
ter of  Virginia,  by  whose  earnest  and  intelligent 
interposition  this  painful  controversy  was  at  length 
brought  to  a  pacific  termination. 

^  Felix  Huston, 

J.  L.  Martin. 
Washington  city,  June  24,  1838. 


Singular  cases  of  insakitt.  The  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  relates  the  following  singu  ar 
cases  of  insanity  brought  on  persons  in  the  water 
from  a  cannon  being  fired  over  them: 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of 
July,  two  yo."ing  men  went  into  the  river  at  Castle 
Garden,  to  swim,  and  at  the  very  moment  they 
leaped  into  the  water,  a  salute  was  fired  Irom  some 
heavy  pieces  of  cannon,  yvhich  were  contiguous. 
When  the  two  young  men  leaped  in,  they  remamert 
under  the  water  some  seconds,  and  on  rising  to  the 
surface,  were  observed  by  some  bystanders  to  act 
in  so  fantastic  and  extraordinary  a  manner,  that  it 
was  evident  something  of  an  unusual  nature  had 
occurred  to  them.  A  boat  was  therefore  imme- 
diately procured,  and  the  two  young  men  taken 
out  of  the  water  and  brought  to  the  shore,  when  it 
was  found  that  botli  of  them  had  lost  tlieir  senses; 
and  so  totally  and  entirely,  as  to  be  unable  to  give 
any  expUnation  of  how  they  had  been  aifected,  or 
what  sensations  they  felt  at  the  moment,  i  neir 
insanity  was  not  of  a  violent  kind,  but  rather  what 
might  "be  termed  idiotic;  or  a  total  prostration  ol 
every  intellectual  attribute. 

In  this  melancholy  condition  they  were  conveyed 
home  to  their  friends,  and  remained  nearly  in  the 
same  state  for  two  days,  at  the  end  of  which,  one 
of  them  partially  recovered  his  reason,  but  the  other 
still  remains  without  any  symptom  of  amendment. 
This  fat.il  result  of  cannon  being  fired  over  per- 
sons in  the  water,  will  cease  to  appear  very  extra- 
ordinary to  any  person  who  has,  when  a  boy  expe- 
rienced the  almost  terrific  sensation  produced  on 
him  when  under  water  in  a  narrow  stream,  by  a 
common  trick,  practised  by  boys,  of  taking  two 
lar.'e  sto.ies  and  stnljing  them  forcibly  together  on 
the  water's  edge,  immediately  over  where  the  swim- 
mer has  dived  down.  A  gentleman  who  witnessed 
the  present  occurrence,  told  us  that  on  one  occa- 
sion he  himself  sulfered  a  sort  of  electric  shock, 
which  almost  deprived  him  momentarily  of  his  rea- 
son, from  a  common  musket  being  fired  over  him 
while  he  was  under  the  water. 


the  report  of  hostilities  against  the  whites  to  be  ut- 
terly untrue.  They  have  too  much  love  lor  their 
wives  and  children  to  cherish  such  an  idea  for  a  mo- 

The  Creek  delegation,  on  their  arrival  at  Van 
Buren,  in  Crawford  county,  Arkansas,  were  there 
told,  to  their  surprise,  of  the  report  in  circulation 
about  the  Creeks,  and  some  attempts  were  made  to 
stop  them,  until  the  facts  could  be  ascertained;  yet, 
through  the  influence  of  some  friends  they  were 
permitted  tocontinue  home;  and  they  take  pleasure 
in  announcing  to  their  Arkansas  brothers  and  the 
world,  that  the  report  is  all  false,  and  hope  that 
you  will  give  this  as  a  true  statement  m  your  paper. 
With  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  brothers. 
[Signed  by  Roley  Mcintosh,  Fush-hatchy  Micco, 
and  twenty-two  other  chiefs.] 

B.  Marshall,  interpreter. 

Eli  Jacobs,  O.  C. 


FROM  THE  CREElv  NATION. 
We  have  great  pleasure  in  copying  the  tollowin_ 
from  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  of  June  30lh: 

To  ttie  editors  of  the  Jlrlcansas  Gazette. 

Creetc  Nation,  June  12,  1838. 
Sir:  It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  that  the  under- 
signed, chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  have  had  inter- 
preted to  them  a  report,  in  your  paper,  of  May  3<lth, 
stating  that  (he  Creek  Indians  show  but  liitle  dispo- 
sition to  plant  corn;  and  that,  in  several  instances, 
they  have  destroyed  their  own  fences,  and  that  the 
old  women  have  been  heard  to  declare  that,  as  soon 
as  the  green  corn   is   fit  to   pull,  the  whites    must 
look  out,  and  tliat  most  of  them  carry  the  marks  ol 
determined  vengeance   in  their  countenances;  and 
that  this  report  has  come  through  so  respectable  a 
source  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  as  it  was 
given  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been,  for  several 
years,  assisting   in  the  emigration  of  the   Indians 
.  west.     That  a  great  portion  of  the  Creeks  have  been 
removed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  is  but  too  true; 
and  that  there  is   a  dissatisfaction  among  them,  is 
also  true;  yet  they    look  up  to  the  government  for 
the  fulUiinent  of  the  promises  their  agents  have 
made  them.     When  that  is  done,  all  will  be  right 
with  the  Muscogee  people;  and,  until  that  is  done, 
they  will  not  consider  themselves  fairly  dealt  with. 
And,  as  to  any  disposition  to  hostilities  among  us, 
we  know  nothing  of  it;  neither  has  the  first  rail  of 
a  fence  been  destroyed,  nor   have  we   heard  any 
thing  of  the  old  women's  report,  that  the  white  peo- 
ple must  look  out  as  soon  as  the  green  corn  is  ripe. 
The  Muscogee  nation  have,  at  this  time,  as  good  a 
prospect  for' a  good  crop  of  corn,  considering  the 
late  spring,  and  the  small  quantity  of  farming  tools, 
as   they  ever  had.     The  gentleman  who  was  the 
origin  of  this  report  is  mistaken,  and  we  should  like 
for  you  to  give  his  name,  as  we  know  of  no  one 
who  has  been  recently  in  the  Creek  nation,  who 
has  been  employed,  for  years,  in  the  emigrating  of 
Indians;  and  we,  tire  undersigned  chiefs,  do  declare 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

Head-quarters,  eastern  division 
Cherokee  agency,  June  17,  1838. 
The  removal  of  Indians,  lor  emigration  from  the 
middle  district,  late  Cherokee  country,  being  near- 
ly or  quite  completed,  arrangements  will  be  com- 
menced at  once  for  the  honorable  discharge  and 
payment  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  within  that  district. 

For  these  purposes,  brigadier  gen.  Floyd,  will, 
as  fast  as  the  state  of  the  service  will  permit,  cause 
those  troops  to  be  assembled  at  one  or  more  points 
as,  after  consulting  with  major  Payne,  the  acting 
inspector  general,  may  be  suitable  or  convenient. 

The  lalter,  in  mustering  out  ol  service,  will  call 
to  his  aid  major  Fanntleroy,  of  the  United  States- 
army,  and  give  all  orders  for  securing  the  public 
property  of  every  description— as  well  as  (alter 
consulting  brig.  gen.  Floyd)  the  arras  and  accoutre- 
ments befonging  to  the  slate  of  Georgia.  Major 
Payne  may  also  cause  to  be  sold  and  accounted  for, 
such  property  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commis- 
sary's departments  as  may  be  advantageous  to  the 
United  States  to  sell. 

Actiiio-  paymasters  Bennett  and  Buck,  wiff  im- 
mediatefy  repair  to  the  middle  district  to  pay  ofl  the 
troops  as  fast  as  they  are  discharged,  in  the  best 
'  money  they  may  be  able  to  command. 

The  commander  of  the  eastern  district  will,  as 
soon  as  he  can  dispense  with  their  services,  order 
the  Georgia  companies  at  Chastain  and  Fort  New- 
man, to  report  to  brigadier  gen.  Floyd  for  discharge 
with  the  other  Georgia  troops. 

Captain  Cleveland's  companj  at  Dahlohnega, 
will  be  discharged  at  the  discretion  ol  brigadier 
gen.  Eustis,  giving  notice  to  the  paymasters  above- 
mentioned;  and  he  will  retain  captain  Derrick's 
company  of  Georgians  for  further  orders. 

Brigadier  gen.  Floyd,  it  is  hoped,  will  remain  in 
service,  until  the  business  of  his  district  shall  be  en- 
tirely completed.  He,  his  staff,  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Georgia  line,  will  please  accept  the 
thanks  of  the  United  States,  for  the  promptitude, 
zeal,  and  humanity  they  have  almost  universally 
displayed  in  the  discharge  of  their  painful  duties. 
The  only  exception  to  this  just  commendation,  is 
the  detachment  ordered  to  Chastains,  and  in  its 
course  the  delay  and  disorders  committed,  are,  no 
doubt,  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  misconduct  of 
the  lieutenant  colonef,  who  has  since  resigned. 
The  brigadier  general  himself  has  exhibited  a  de- 
cree of  mtelligence,  decision,  and  method,  which 
would  do  credit  to  any  service. 
By  command  of  major  gen.  Scott. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  Worth, 

°  Lieut,  col.  and  chief  of  the  staff. 


Head-quarters,  eastern  division, 
Cherokee  agency,  Jiiue  22,  1838. 
Sir:  I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying  to  your  ex- 
cellency, that  of  the  Cherokees  who  yet  remained 
in  the  country, on  the  24th  nit.,  probably  more  than 
three  fourths  have  already  been  collected  for  emi- 
gration by  the  troops  under  ray  command.  The 
other  fourth,  it  is  expected,  will  be  collected  in  eight 
or  ten  days  more. 

About  3,000  were  sent  off  to  the  west,  between 
the  1st  and  17th  inst.,  when  apprehending  that  the 
warm  season  might  prove  highly  injurious  to  the 
Indians,  I  was  induced  to  suspend  further  emigra- 
tion until  the  first  of  September  next. 

In  the  meantime,  I  propose  to  hold  all  the  Indians 

yet  to  be  emigrated,  guarded  by  r.  gular  troops,  at 

and  around  this  place,  Ross'  and  Gunter's  landing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WiNFiELD  Scott. 
P.  S.  I  have  already  commenced  the  discharge 
of  the  Tennessee  militia  of  this  army. 

W.  S. 
His  excellency,  E.  Cannon,  gov.  of  Tennessee. 


, ,    :  Executive  Department, 

MilledgeviUe,  June,  23,  1838. 

To  gen.  Charles  Floyd: 

Sir:  Major  White  arrived  here  last  evening,  and 
delivered  to  me  your  communications  of  tlie  ISth 
and  20th  inst.,  and  the  orders  of  general  Scott,  di- 
recting the  discharge  of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand. 

The  people  of  the  state  cannot  but  be  grateful  to 
you  and  your  brigade,  for  the  successful  termina- 
tion of  your  military  ojier-ations,  in  obtaining  for 
Georgia  the  full  possession  of  her  territorial  rights, 
and  lor  the  manner  in  which  this  important  public 
service  had  been  performed. 

In  discharging  the  troops,  you  are  requested  to 
give  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
promptness  in  organizing  ami  marching  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  their  humanity  to  the  Indians,  and 
the  zeal  and  efficiency  with  which  they  have  ex- 
ecuted their  various  duties 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

George  R.  Gilmer. 


from  the  Savannah  Georgian  of  the  28th  ult. 
Middle  Military  District, 
New  Echota,  July  3d,  1838. 
I  inclose   you   major  general    Scott's  order,  dis- 
charging the   Georgia  troops.     The  infantry   was 
immediately  discharged,  and   the  cavalry  were  de- 
tained to  scour  the  country  for  straggling  Indians. 
That   duty  has  been  performed,  and   about   forty 
stragi^lers  have  been  taken  and  sent  to  Ross'  land- 
in-'.  "Nearly  all  the   cavalry  have  since  been  mus- 
tered out,   and  the  balance  will  be  discharged  so 
soon  as  the  escort  returns. 

1  enclose  you  also  general  Floyd's  order  for  dis- 
charfing  the  tioops.  This  order  was  not  extended 
to  tl?e  cavalry  until  recently,  from  the  circumstan- 
ces above  stated. 

I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  numbers  of  the 
Indians  removed  to  Ross'  landing  and  now  assem- 
bled there  to  the  number  of  upwards  5,000,  will 
desert  and  get  back  to  Georgia,  as  soon  as  all  the 
Georgia  troops  are  discharged.  A  great  many  have 
already  returned,  some  with  jiapers  Irom  \yhite 
men.  General  Floyd  has  recaptured  several  and 
sent  them  back. 

The  inference  is  reasonable  that  if  they  would 
venture  to  return  while  the  troops  are  here,  that 
they  will  doit  in  grealrr  numbers  when  there  is  no 
force  to  oppose  them.  5,000  Indians  encamped  on 
the  borders  of  the  state,  have  many  opportunities 
of  eluding  the  utmost  vigilance  and  will  find  their 
way  back.  "Soft  Shell  Vurtle,"  an  old  chief,  has 
been  hid  in  the  mountains  with  24  followers,  for 
nearly  a  month,  and  through  the  vigilance  of  capt. 
Means  of  the  mounted  volunteers,  have  all  been 
captured.  Georgia  is,  at  length,  rid  of  her  red 
population,  and  this  beautiful  country  will  now  be 
prosperous  and  happy." 

Head-quarters,  Middle  Military  District, 

New  Echota,  2\st  Jane,  1838. 
Orders,  No.  4. 
The  Georgia  volunteers,  having   performed  with 
promptitude"  energy  and   humanity,  the  duties  as- 
signed to  them,  in  the  Cherokee  country,  will  be 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  ofthe  United 
States,  by  major  general   Scott.     If  any   Indians,  , 
have   eluded  their  vigilance,  they  are   but   a  few 
stragglers,  wdien  necessily  will  compel  them  to  fol-  . 
lowlheir  tribe  to  the  west,  or  surrender,  or  perish. 
To  the  high   praise   bestowed  by  major  gen.  Scott , 
on  the  Georgia  troops,  the  brigadier  general  coui-| 
manding  them,  has   the   pleasure   to  add  his   com-,, 
mcnda^ion.  and  in  bidding  them  farewell,  they  have  j, 
his  best  wishes,  for  a  safe  and  happy  return  to  their^ 
respective  homes.  ;!_ 

By  order  of  brigadier  general  Floyd,  commanding;^ 
middle  military  district,  G.  M. 

Thomas  Bourke, 
Captain  and  aid-de-camp. 


OFFICIAL. 

By  the  president  ofthe  United  States  of  America 

A  proclamation.  , 

Whereas,  a  convention  between  the  government, 
ol  the  United  Slates  of  America  and  the  govern-, 
inent  ofthe  republic  of  Texas,  to  terminate  the  re-, 
clamations  of  the  former  government, for  the  cap-, 
tore,  seizure,  and  detention  of  the  brigs.  Pocket,^ 
and  Durango,  and  for  injuries  suffered  by  American, 
citizens  outboard  of  the'Pocket,  was  concluded  and 
signed  at  Houston, on  the  eleventh  day  "f  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundrea 
and   thirty-eight,  which    convention   is   word   for 

word,  as  follows: 

Convention    between    the    government   ot    ine 

United   States  of  America  and  the  g(j/ernment  ot 
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the  republic  of  Texas,  to  termiaate  the  reclama- 
tions of  the  former  government,  for  the  capture, 
seizure,  and  detention  of  the  brigs.  Pocket,  and 
Durango,  and  for  injuries  sulfered  by  American 
citizens  on  board  of  the  Pocket. 

Alces  La  Branche,  charge  d'alfairs  of  the  Uiiited 
States  of  A(nerica,  near  the  republic  of  Texas,  act- 
ing on  belialfof  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
and  R.  A.  Irion,  secretary  of  state  of  the  republic 
of  Texas,  acting  on  behalfof  the  said  republic,  have 
agreed  to  tlie  lolloiving  articles. 

Akt.  1.  The  government  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  v>M\  a  view  to  satisfy  the  aforesaid  recla- 
mation tor  the  capture,  seizure,  and  conhscation  of 
the  two  vessels  aforementioned,  as  well  as  for  in- 
demnity to  American  citizens  who  iiave  sulfered 
injuries  frojn  the  said  government  of  Texas,  or  its 
otficers,  obliges  itself  to  pay  the  sum  of  eleven 
thousand  seven  liundredand  fifty  dollars,  (.«.'ll,7o0,) 
to  the  government  of  the  Uniti'd  States  of  .America, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  llie  claimants  by  the  said 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  2.  Ihe  sum  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  lifty  dollars,  (:g  11,750,)  agreed  on  in  the 
first  article  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  with  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  one  year  after  the  exchan«;e 
of  the  ratilioations  of  this  convention.  The  said 
payment  siiall  be  made  at  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  republic  of  Texas,  into  the  hands  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  authorized  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 

ART.  3.  The  present  conveation  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratitications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  space  of  three  months 
from  tliis  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  parlies  above  named  have 
respectively  subscribed  these  articles,  and  thereto 
affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Houston,  on  thL>  eleventh  day 
of  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight. 

[l.  s]  Alcee  La  Bk.a.nche. 

[l.  s.]  R.  a.  Irio.v. 

And  whereas  the  said  convention  bas  been  duly 
ratified  on  both  parts,  and  the  resjiective  ratifica- 
tions of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  W'asliington, 
on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  by  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  States,  and  Fairfax,  Catlett, 
charge  d'alfaires  of  the  republic  of  Texas  accredi- 
ted to  Ihe  government  of  Ihe  United  States,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  governments. 

No.v,  therefore,  be    it   known  that  I,  MARTIN 
VAN  BUREN,  president  of  the  United  States,  have 
id  the  said  convention  to  be  made   puhl 


Joseph  Bryan;  actini;  master,  W.  S.  Smith;  mid- 
shipmen, U.  Burts,  \V.  H.  Macomb,  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
S.  C.  Throckmorton;  capt's.  clerks,  C.  Francis,  jr.; 
purser's  clerk,  B.  T.  Ferris;  boatswain,  R.  H. 
Oneal;  gunner,  E.  Whitten;  acting  carpenter,  John 
Cohill;  acting  sail  maker,  J.  T.  Tateiu. 

List  of  the  olficers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Coustctlalion,  oi\  her  arrival  from  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

Commodore  -\.  J.  Dallas,  captain  Jas.  Mcintosh; 
lieutenants  Farragut,  Mitchell,  McKinstry,  Wurts; 
acting  lieut.  Spotlswood;  fleet  surgeon,  Edwarils; 
acting  master,  Decatur;  secretary.  Miller;  profes- 
sor, Coffin;  passed  midshipman,  Gardner;  ass't.  sur- 
geons, Mously,  Greer;  midshipmen,  Murry,  Blan- 
ton.  Barnet,  Gibbon,  Bryson,  Ilenson,  Guest, 
Briceland,  Judsoii,  Kagar.Creighton;  masters  male, 
Hoban;  clerk,  Palmer;  gunner.  City;  boatswain, 
Bryan;  sailmakcr,  Burdine;  carpenter,  McRay. 

Change  since  her  arrival. 

Lt.  Mitchell,  to  naval  Hospital,  sick;  It.  Chandler 
from  Grampus;  It.  McKinstrey,  leave  of  absence; 
It.  Waldren,  of  marine  corps  i'roin  Middle  Florida; 
passed  midshipmen,  Gardner  to  Grampus,  as  acting 
master. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Dunois  of  12  guns,  ar- 
rived here  on  Thursday  last,  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
exchariged  salutes  wilh  the  Hag  shij)  of  the  squad- 
ron; after  which  the  brig  salutc-d  the  city  and  her 
salute  was  again  returned,  by  the  Constellation. 
We  undtrstand  the  object  of  her  visit,  is  to  pro- 
cure water  and  other  supplies  for  the  blockading 
squadron  on  the  Mexican  coast. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Vincennes  and  Peacock  came 
down  from  the  navy  yard  very  prettily  under  fore- 
topsails  Friday  allernoon,  and  anchored  oU'  the 
naval  hospital.  These  fine  looking  ships,  with  the 
more  stately  Macedonian,  made  quite  a  show  from 
the  town.  ^Nor/oik Beacon. 


those  allowed  to  tl.e  officers  of  the  regiments  of  dra- 
goons. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Apiil, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
■'An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers,"  as  provides  that  one  paymaster  shall  be 
taken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, be,  and  Ihe  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and 
that  the  paymaster  so  authorized  and  provided 
be  attached  to  the  pay  department,  and  be,  in  every 
respect,  placed  on  the  footing  of  other  paymasters 
of  the  army. 

Sec.  4.  .■Itid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  shall  be  organized  and 
increased  by  regular  promotions  in  the  same,  so 
that  tlic  said  corps  shall  consist  of  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant  colonel,  four  majors,  ten  captains, 
ten  first  lieutenauls,  and  ten  second  lieutenants. 

Sec.  5.  .tfid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  vacancies 
created  by  said  organization,  over  and  above  those 
which  can  be  filled  by  the  present  corps,  shall  be 
taken  from  the  array,  and  Irom  such  as  it  may  be 
deemed  advisable  of  the  civil  engineers  employed 
under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four;  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  otficers  of  said  corps  shall  be  the  same 
as  are  allowed  to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the 
regiments  of  dragoons. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  au- 
thority to  employ  civil  engineers,  in  the  act  of  the 
thirtieth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  so  many  assistant  adjutants 
general,  not  exceeding  two,  with  the  brevet  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  major,  and  not  exceeding 
four  with  the  brevet  rank,  pay,  and  emoluii 


nts  of 

A  letter  from  com.  John  B.  Nicholson,  dated  on    a  captain  of  cavalry,  as  he   may  deem    necessary; 

board  the  U.  S.  ship   Independence  at  Montevideo,  I  and  that  they  shall  be   taken   from   the   line  of  the 

on  Ihe  19th  February,  states  that   the   olficers  and  ■  army,  and,  in  addition  to  their  own,   shall  perform 

rew  of  that  vessel,  and  also  of  Ihe    United  Slates    the  duties  of  assistant  inspectors  general,  when  the 


brig  Dolphin,  conlinued  to  enjoy  excellent  health. 

Promotions  in  the  navij.  Lieutenant  Stephen 
Champlin,  to  be  commander,  from  the  22d  June, 
1833. 

Passed  midshipman,  M.  G.  L.  Claiborne,  to  be 
lieutenant,  from  the  22d  of  June,  1S38. 

A  marine  general  court  martial  convened  at  the 
navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  on  Monday;  June  18, 
1838.  and  was  composed  of  captain  John  Harris, 
president. 

Captains  Thomas  A.  Linton,  James  McCatiley; 


the  end  lliat  the  same  and  every  clause  and  article  j  lieutenants  J.  G   Williams,  A.  Edson,  G.  F.  Lind 
thereof  may  be   observed   and  fulfilled  with   good  ,  say,  and  L.  N.  Carter,  members 


faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof 
In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
[l.  s.]  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates  to 
be  affixed. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  sixth  day  of 
July,  in  the   year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eiglit  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the   United   States   the  sixty- 
third. 

M.  Va.v  Bure.v. 
By  the  president; 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 


Zaluginan  Phillips,  Esq.,  judge  advocate. 

Second  lieutenant  James  Broom  was  tried  on  sun- 
dry charges  and  specifications,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  Sentence  approved  July 
6,  183S.  yArmy  and  Xavy  Chronicle. 


-NAVAL— OFFICIAL. 
Copy  of  a  lelt'^r  from   commodore  John   B.  Nicol 
son,  comman  ling  United  States  navy  naval  forces    isting  laws,   with   the   exceptior 


on   the   coast  of  Brazil,  to   the   secretary  of  the 
navy,  dit^-d  February  19,  1833. 

U.  S.  ship  lilepcwience, 

Mmie  Video,  Feb.  19,  1833. 
Sir:  I  take  leave  to  inform  the  honorable  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this 
anchorage  on  tlie  evening  of  tiie  seventeenth  inst. 
after  a  passage  of  fourteen  days  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  health  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship,  and  the  United  States  brig 
Dolphin,  also  at  anchor  here,  continues  unimpaired. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHV    B.    NiCOLSOM, 

Captain  commanding  U.  S.  naval 
forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Hon.  Mihlon  Dickerson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  fVashington. 

Pensacola,  June  30.  The  U.  S.  ship  Ontario,  ar- 
rived here  on  Tuesday  last  from  a  cruize  in  the 
Gulf,  having  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  19th  May  last. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  On- 
tario. Sam  lel  L.  Breese,  esq.  commander;  lieu- 
tenants, S.  Birron,  N.  W.  Duke,  Henry  French, 
Henry  J,  faul;  surgeon,   A.  G.  Gambrill;  purser. 


ARMY  BILL. 
An  act,  to   increase   the  present   military  estab- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Ihe  United  States  of  America  in  cojigress 
assembled.  That  there  shall  be  added  to  each  of  the 
four  regiments  of  artillery,  one  company,  to  be  or- 
ganized iji  the  same  manner  as  authorized  by  ex- 
hereafler  men 


tioiied:  that  there  be  added  to  every  company  of 
artillery  sixteen  privates,  and  to  every  company  of 
infantry  one  sergeant  and  thirty-eight  privates,  and 
that  the  number  of  second  lieutenants  c*f  a  compa- 
ny of  artillery  to  he  reduced  to  orce,  and  that  this 
reduction  be  so  made,  in  connection  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  to  the  four  additional  compa- 
nies authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  the  tranfer  to  .he 
ordnance  department  hereafter  directed,  that  all  the 
present  secoiid  lieutenants  shall  be  retained  in  ser- 
vice; and  there  shall  be  raised  and  organized,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  one  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  composed 
of  the  same  number  and  rank  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officeis,  musicians,  and  privates,  com- 
posing the  regiments  of  infantry  now  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  pay  and  allowance,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations  which  now  apply  to  other 
regiments  of  infantry,  as  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  add  to  the  corps  of  engineers,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the  same, 
one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six 
first  and  second  lieutenants;  and  that  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  said  corps  shall  be  the  same  ti 


circumstances  of  the  service  may  regiiire. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers to  be  taken  from  the  line  and  transferred  to  the 
staff,  under  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  receive 
only  the  pay  and  emoluments  attached  to  their 
rank  in  the  staff;  but  their  transfer  shall  be  without 
prejudice  to  their  rank  and  promotion  in  the  line, 
according  to  their  said  rank  and  seniority;  which 
promotion  shall  take  place  according  to  usage,  in 
tlie  same  manner  as  it'  they  had  not  been  thus  trans- 
ferred. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  to  add  to  the  quartermaster's  department 
not  exceeding  two  assistant  quartermasters  general, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  two  deputy  quartermas- 
ters general,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  eight  assistant  quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of 
captain;  that  the  assistant  quartermasters  now  in 
service  shall  have  the  same  rank  as  is  provided  by 
this  act  for  those  hereby  authorized;  and  that  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  quarter- 
tennaster's  department  shall  be  the  same  as  are  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the  regiments  of 
dragoons:  Provided,  That  all  appointments  in  the 
quartermaster's  department  shall  be  made  from  the 
army;  and  when  officers  taken  for  such  appoint- 
ments hold  rank  in  the  line,  they  shall  thereupon 
relinquish  said  rank,  and  be  sepaiated  from  the  line 
of  the  army;  and  that  |)roinolion  in  said  department 
shall  take  place  as  in  regiments  and  corps. 

Sec.  10.  ,^/i(/ 6e  t(/urf/iere«ac(fi/.  That  the  quar- 
termaster general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  to  employ  as  many  forage-mas- 
ters and  wagon-masters  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  service,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  the  whole, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  each  forty  dollars 
per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day.  and  forage 
for  one  horse;  and  neither  of  whom  shall  be  inter- 
ested or  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
wagon  or  other  means  of  transport  employed  by  the 
United  Slates,  nor  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any 
propirty  procured  for  or  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  except  as  an  agent  for  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
added  to  the  commissariat  of  subsistence,  one  as- 
sistant commissary  general  of  sub.-istence,  with 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel  of  cavalry;  one  commissary  of  subsistence, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  qui.rter- 
master  of  the  army;  and  three  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence, with  tlie  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
assistant  quartermasters. 

Sec.  12.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stew- 
ards of  hospitals  at  posts  of  more  than  four  com- 
panies be  hereafter  allowed  the  pay,  cloVJiVti  »nd 
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rations  of  a  sergeant  of  ordnance,  and,  at  all  other 
posts,  the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  the  first 
sergeant  of  a  company  of  infantry. 

Sec.  13.  ^/K/fcfi^/urMfe/iodeii,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  add  to  the  ordnance  department,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the  same, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  senate,  two  majors, 
and  that  he  be  further  authorized  to  transfer  ten 
first  lieutenants  and  ten  second  lieutenants  from 
the  artillery  to  the  ordnance  deparlment;  and  that 


the  surgeon  general,  and  the  head  of  the   topogra- 1  of  fifteen  hundred   dollars,  and  rations,   fuel,  and 
phical  corps,  shall  be  free  from  postage.  quarters,  as   at   present   authorized;   and   that  the 

Sec.  22.  jlndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  thepresi-  master  armorers  of  the  same  shall  each  receive  the 
dentshall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  when-  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  fuel  unci  quar- 
ever  he  may  deem  the  same  expedient,   to  cause  I  ters  as  at  present  aulhorized;  and  that  the  aforesaid 


not  exceeding  two  of  the  regiments  of  infantry  to 
be  armed  and  equipped,  and  to  serve  as  a  regiment 
of  riflemen,  and  one  other  of  the  regiments  of  in- 
fantry to  be  armed  and  equipped,  and  to  serve  as 
a  regiment  of  li^ht  infantry. 

Sec.  23.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts 


the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  said  [  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
department  shall  be  the  same  as  those  allowed  to  j  of  this  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
the  officers  of  the  regiments  of  dragoons.  i  penled. 

Sec.  14.  ^«t2  6ci'/'ur/Aere/i(ic/eii,  Thatso  muchj      Sec.  24.  Jlnd  belt  further  enacted,  Thathereafttr 
of  the  fourth  section'of  the  act  passed  fifth  nf  April,  j  the  officers  of  the  pay  and  medical   departments  of 
-      "  ■    '  the  army  shall  receive  the  pay  and   emoluments  of 

officers  of  cavalry,  of  the  same  grades  respectively, 
according  to  which  they  are  now  paid  by  existing 
laws. 

Sec.  25.  Jnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  when 


eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  for  the  or; 
zation  of  the  ordnance  department,  as  authorizes 
the  olHcers  of  ordnance  to   receive  the   same  pay 
and  emoluments  now  allowed  artillery  officers,  shall 
be  construed  to   include  the  ten   dollars  per  month 

additional  pay  to  every  officer  in  the  actual  com-  volunteers  or  militia  are  called  into  the  service  ol 
maud  of  a  company,  as  compensation  for  the  du-  j  the  United  States,  so  that  the  paymasters  anthor- 
ties  and  responsibilities  with  respect  to  clothing,  :  ized  by  law  sliall  not  be  deemed  sufficient  to  enable 
arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  company,  under  1  them  to  pay  the  troops  with  proper  punctuality,  it 
the  authority  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  pass-  ,  shall  be  lawlul  for  the  president  to  appoint  as  many 
ed  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-  additional  paymasters  as  he  shall  deem  necessary, 
seven,  givin"  further  compensation  to  the  captains  1  wlio  shall  perform  the  same  duty,  give  the  same 
and  subalterns  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  |  bond,  be  subject  to  the  same  liability,  and  receive 
certain  cases;  Provided,  Tb-iX   the   officers   of  the  I  the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  as  are  now  provided 


and  allowances  to  the  officers  aforesaid  shall 
be  in  full  compensation  for  their  services  respec- 
tively. 

Sec.  33.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
president  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  ap- 
point seven  additional  surgeons;  and  that  the  offi- 
cers wtiose  appointment  is  authorized  in  this  sec- 
tion, shall  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  oflficers 
of  the  same  grades  respectively. 


onlnance  department  clain.ing  the  compensation  lor 
such  duties  and  responsibilities  shall  have  been  ac- 
tually in  the  command  of  enlisted  men  of  the  ord- 
nance, equal  to  a  company  ol  artillery,  and  thereby 
incurred  the  aforesaid  responsibilities. 

Sec.  15.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
commissioned  officer  of  the  line  or  staff',  exclusive 
of  general  officers,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one 
additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that 
he  may  have  served,  or  shall  serve,  in  the  army  of 
the  United  Slates:  Provided,  That,  in  certain  cases 
where  officer-  are  entitled  to  and  receive  double 
rations,  the  additional  one  allowed  in  this  section 
shall  not  b>  included  in  the  number  to  be  doubled. 

Sec.  16.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 


for  paymasters  of  the  army:  Provided,  hou-ev 
That  the  number  so  appointed  shall  not  exceed  one 
for  every  two  regiments  of  militia  or  volunteers: 
^nd  provided,  also.  That  the  persons  so  appointed 
shall  continue  in  service  only  so  long  as  their  ser- 
vices are  required  to  pay  militia  and  volunteers. 

Sec.  26.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
pensation hereafter  to  be  allowed  to  such  ordnance 
storekeepers  as  shall  be  designated  as  paymasters, 
shall  not  exceed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  cap- 
tain of  ordnance. 

Sec.  27.  .4nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  engineer  superintending  the  con- 
struction ofa  foitification,  orengaged  about  the  ex- 
ecution of  any  other  public  work,  to  disburse  the 


after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  enlistments  in  the  1  moneys  applicable  to  the  same;  and,  as  a  coinpen- 
army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  for  five  years,  I  sation  therefor,  may  be  allowed  by  the  secretary  of 
and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  non-commissioned  !  war  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  diem,  during  the 
officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  as  fallows:  to  each  !  continuance  of  such  disbursements;  Prorii/frf,  That 
sergeant  major,  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  chief  I  tlie  whole  amount  of  emolument  shall  not  exceed 
musician,  seventeen  dollars;  to  each  first  sergeant  one  per  cent,  on  the  sum  disbursed, 
ofacompanv,  sixteen  dollars;  to  all  other  ser-  Sec.  23.  jind  le  it  further  enacted.  That  ihe  term 
geants,  thirtef-n  dollars,  to  each  artificer,  eleven  |  for  which  cadets  hereafter  admitted  into  the  mili- 
dollars;  to  each  corporal  nine  dollars;  and  to  each  '  tary  academy  at  West  Point  shall  engage  to  serve, 
musician  and  private  soldier,  eight  dollars:  Prouirffi,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  increased  to  eight 
that  two  dollars  per  month  of  said  pay  be  retained  years,  unless  sooner  discharged, 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Sec.  29.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  lieu 

Sec.  17.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  al-    of  the  bounty  now    provided   by   the   law  for   re- 
lowanceof  sugarandcolfeeto  the  non-cmmissioned  ;  enlistment,   every    able-bodied   non-cominissioned 


officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  in  lieu  of  the  spirit 
or  whiskey  component  part  of  the  army  ration, 
now  directed  by  regulation,  shall  be  fixed  at  six 
pounds  of  coffee  and  twelve  pounds  of  sugar  to 
every  one  hundred  rations;  to  be  issued  weekly 
when  it  can  be  done  with  convenience  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  and,  when  not  so  issued,  to  be  paid  for 
in  money. 

Sec.  18.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  composing  the  council  of 
administration  at  any  post,  from  time  to  time,  to 
employ  such  person  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
officiate  as  chaplain,  who  shall  also  perform  the  du- 
ties of  schoolmaster  at  such  post;  and  the  person  so 
employed  shall,  on  the  certificate  of  the  commancl- 
ing  officer  of  the  post,  be  paid  such  sum  lor  his 
services,  not  exceeding  forty  dollars  per  month,  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  said  council  of  adminis- 
tration, with  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  war; 
and,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  the  said  chaplain  shall 
be  allowed  four  rations  per  diem,  with  quarters  and 
fuel. 

Sec.  19.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ad- 
ditional professor  be  appointed  to  instruct  in  the 
studies  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology, 
with  the  pay  and  emoluments  now  allowed  to  the 
professor  of  mathematics;  and  that  the  secretary  of 


officer,  musician,  or  private  soldier,  who  may  re- 
enlist  into  his  company  or  regiment  within  two 
months  before,  or  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  shall  receive  three  months'  ex- 
tra pay;  and  also,  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  who  shall  have  served  ten  consecutive  years 
and  shall  obtain  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
company  battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he 
had  faitiifufly  performed  his  duty  whilst  in  service, 
shall  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  to  be  designated,  surveyed,  and  laid  off' at  the 
public  expense,  in  such  manner  and  upon  such  con- 
ditions as  may  be  provided  by  law;  which  land  shall 
be  patented  to  the  soldier  or  his  heirs,  and  be  not 
assignable  until  patented. 

Sec.  30.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  the  sixteenth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  and  so  much  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  as  fix  the  height  of  en- 
listed men  at  five  feet  six  inches,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  31.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  shall  not  be  separated  from  their 
regiments  and  corps  for  employment  on  civil  works 
ol  internal  improvement,  or  be  allowed  to  engage 
in  the    service  of  incorporated   companies:  and  no 


war  may  assign  to  the  said  professor  an  assistant,  to  I  officer  of  the  line  of  the  army   shall    hereafter  be 


be  taken  from  the  officers  of  the    line    or   cadet; 
which  assistant  professor  will  receive  the  |)ay  and 
emoluments  allowed  to  other  assistant  professors. 

Sec.  20.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever suitable  non-commissioned  officers  or  privates 
cannot  be  procured  from  the  line  of  the  army  to 
serve  as  paymasters'  clerks,  paymasters  be,  and 
hereby  are.  authorized  and  empowered,  by  and  with 
the  approbation  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  employ 
citizens  to  perform  that  duty,  at  salaries  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

See.  21.  ./Indbe  it  further  enacted.  That  all  let- 
ters and  packages  on  public  business,  to  and  from 
the  commanding  general,  the  colonel  of  ordnance, 


employed  as  acting  paymaster  or  disbursing  agent 
tor  the  Indian  deparlment,  if  such  extra  employ- 
ment require  that  he  be  separated  from  his  regi- 
ment or  company,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  the 
performance  of  the  military  duties  proper:  Provided, 
That  where  officers  of  the  army  are  now  employ- 
ed on  civil  works  or  in  the  Indian  and  pay  depart- 
ments as  conteniplated  in  this  section,  they  may  be 
continued  therein  not  exceeding  one  year,  unless 
(he  convenience  of  the  service  will  admit  of  their 
withdrawal  sooner. 

Sec.  32.  .dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  armories  at  Springfield  and 
Harper's  Ferry  shall  hereafter  receive  each  the  sum 


ARMY  GENERAL  ORDER. 
War  Department, 
Jdjutant  Generat's  Office, 
)     IVashinglon,  July  ]2,   IS38. 
I.  Promotions   and   appointments  in   the  army, 
made  by  the  president;  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
ami  consent  of  the  senate,  in  conformity  with   the 
existing  laws,  and  the  provisions  of  the   act  to  in- 
crease the  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
approved  July  5,  1838. 

GENERAL     STAFF — ADJUTANT     GENEEAl'S     EE- 
PARTMENT. 

.Assistant  adjutants  general. 

Captain  S.  Cooper,  of  the  4th  artillery,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  major  of  cavalry,  7  July,  1838. 

Captain  L.Thomas,  of  the  4'th  infantry,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  major  of  cavalry,  7  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  R.  Anderson,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7  July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  E.  D.  Keyes,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7  July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  Edmund  Schriver,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery, with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry, 
7  July,  1S38. 

First  lieutenant  G.  H.  Griffin,  of  the  6th  infan- 
try, witli  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7 
July,  1S38. 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL's  DEPARTMENT. 

Major  Hunry  Stanton,  quartermaster,  lieutenant 
colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  assistant  quartern  aster  gen- 
eral, with  the  rank  of  colonel,  7  July,  1838. 

Major  Trueman  Cross,  quartermaster,  to  be  as- 
sistant quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel, 7  July,  1838. 

Major  Joshua  B.  Brant,  quartermaster,  to  be  de- 
puty assistant  quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonel,  7  July,  1838. 

Major  Henry  Whiting,  quartermaster,  to  be  de- 
puty assistant  quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonel,  7  July,  1838. 

Quartermasters,  with  the  ran/c  of  major. 

Brevet  major  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  of" the  5th  infan- 
try, 7  July,  1838. 

Brevet  major  Isaac  Clark,  of  the  6th  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Brevet  major  jEneas  Mackay,  of  theSd  artillery, 
7  July,  1838. 

Captain  Charles  Thomas,  of  the  7th  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 
./Issistant  quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Captain  Samuel  McRee,  of  the  1st  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  the  1st  artillery,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  Carlos  A.  Waite,  of  the  2d  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  Thomas  Swords,  of  the  1st  dragoons,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  George  H.  Crosman,  of  the  6th  infan- 
try, 7  July,  1838. 

Captain  David  H.  Vinton,  of  the  3d  artillery,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  John  L'Engle,  of  the  3d  artillery,  7  Ju- 
ly, 1838. 

Captain  E.  B.  Alexander,  of  the  3d  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  O.  Cross,  of  the  1st  infantry,  7  July, 
1838. 

Captain  J.  A.  Chambers,  of  the  2d  artillery,  7 
July,  1S38. 

Captain  M.  M.  Clark,  of  the  2d  artillery,  7  July, 

Captain  J.  P.  Davis,  of  the  7th  infantry,  7  July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  F.  Searle,  of  the  4th  artillery,  7 
July,  I83S. 

First  lieutenant  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, 7  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  J.  R.  Irwin,  of  (he  1st  artillery, 
7  July.  1S3S. 

First  lieutenant  E.S.  Sibley,  of  the  1st  artillery, 
7  July,  1838. 
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First  lieutenant  E.  B.  Babbitt,  of  tbe  3d  inraiitry, 
7  July,  1833. 

Firsit  lieutenant  B.  A.  Terrett,  of  the  1st  dra- 
goons, 7  July,  1S38. 

Fii-st  lieutenant  R.  E.  Clary,  of  the  5th  infantry, 
7  July,  \S3i. 

First  lieutenant  C.  O.  Collins,  of  the  -llh  artille- 
ry, 7  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  A.  R.  Hetzel,  of  the  2d  infantry, 
7  July,  1S3S. 

First  lieutenant  K.  H.  Peyton,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
7  July,  IS33. 

First  lieutenant  R.  S.  Dix,  of  the  7tli  infantry, 
7  July,  I33S. 

First  lieutenant  B.  Alvord,  of  the  Ith  infantry, 
7  Julv,  1S33. 

First  li.ulenant  J.W.  McCrabb,  of  the  Ith  in- 
fantry, 7  July,  1833. 

First  lieutenant  E.  A.  Ogden,  of  the  Sih  inlantry, 
7  July,  1333. 

First  lieutenant  J.  M.  Hill,  of  the  8th  infantry, 
7  July,  1333. 

SUBSISTENCE    DEPARTMENT. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
to  be  assistant  coaiinissary  general  of  subsistence, 
with  the  rank  ol  lieutenant  colon.-l  of  cavalry,  7 
July,  1333. 

Cjptain  J.  P.  Taylor,  cf  the  2d  artillery,  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  to  be  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, with  the  rank  of  quirtermustt-r,  7  July, 
1338.  vice  Hook,  appointed  as.sistaiit  commissary 
general  of  subsistence. 

Captain  T.  W.  Lendrum,  of  the  3d  artillery,  to 
be  commissary  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of 
quartermaster,  7  July,  1333. 

CoinmisMries  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of  assis- 
tant quartermaster. 

Captain  R.  B.  Lee,  of  the  3d  artillery,  major  by 
brevet,  7  July,  1338,  vice  Taylor,  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  J.  B.  Grayson,  of  the  2d  artille- 
ry, 7  July,  1833. 

.MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

Assistant  surafeon  Benjamin  King,  to  be  surgeon, 
to  rank  from  13th  July,  1332. 

Assistant  surjeon  Charles  S.  Tripler,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7  July,  1833. 

Assistant  surgeon  Philip  Maxwell,  to  be  surgeon, 
7  July,  1338. 

Assistant  surgeon  Henry  L.  Heiskell,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7  July,  1333. 

Assistant  surgeon  Charles  McDougall,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7  July,  1338. 

Assistant  surgeon  Burton  Randall,  to  be  surgeon, 
7  July,  1838. 

Assistant  surgeon  Nathan  S.  Jarvis,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7  July,  13'3S. 

CORPS    OF     ENGINEERS. 

Major  Sylvanus  Thayer,  lieutenant  colonel  by 
brevet,  to  be  lii  utenant  colonel,  7  July,  1833. 

Captain  John  L.  Smith,  major  by  brevet,  to  be 
major  7  July,  1838,  vice  Thayer  appointed  lieute- 
naiit  colonel. 

Captain  W.  H.  Chase,  to  be  major,  7  July,  1838. 

Captain  Richard  Delafield,  to  be  major,  7  July, 
1833. 

First  lieutenant  George  Dutton,  to  be  captain,  7 
Julv,  1333,  vice  Sujith  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Chase  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Alexander  H.  Bowman,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  18S8,  vice  Delafield  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Robert  E.  Lee,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1833. 

First  lieutenant  Alexander  J.  Swift,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July.  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  Frederick  A.  Smith,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Jonathan  G.  Barnard,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  George  W.  Cullum,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  William  Smith,  to  be  captain, 
7  July,  1S33. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Sanders,  to  be  1st  lieute- 
nant, 7  July.  1838,  vice  Leslie  transferred  to  the 
pay  department. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1338,  vice  Dutton  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  G;orge  L.  VVelcker,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1833,  vice  Mansfield 
promoted. 

Brcv.'!  second  lieutenant  James  L.  Mason,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Bowman  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Henry  W.  Benham,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Lee  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Danville  Leadbetter,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Swift  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  .Montgomery  C.  Meigs, 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1333. 


Brevet  second  lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Woodbury, 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1333. 

Second  lieutenant  W.U.  Wright,  of  the  first  artil- 
lery, to  be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  of  the 
first  aitillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 7  July,  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  James  H.  Trapi'T,  of  "the  first 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Stephen  H.  Campbell,  ot  the 
second  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7  July, 
1383. 

Sfcond  lieutenant  Jeremiah  M.  Scarritt,  of  the 
sixth  infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

coups    OK    TOPOGRAPHU  AI.    ENGINEERS. 

Brevet  major  John  J.  Abert,  topographical  engi- 
neer, lieutenant  colonel  hy  brevet,  to  be  colonel,  7 
July.  1833. 

Brevet  major  Jaine?  Kearney,  topographical  en- 
gineer, lieutenant  colonel  liy  brevet,  to  be  lieute- 
nant colonel,  7  July,  1338. 

Brevet  major  Stephen  H.  Long,  topographical 
engineer,  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet, to  be  major, 
to  rank  from  29lh  April,  1816. 

Brevet  major  Hartman  Baclie,  topographical  en- 
gineer, to  be  major,  to  rank  IVom  Ist  August,  1832. 

Brevet  major  James  D.  Graham,  topographical 
engineer,  to  be  major,  to  rank  from  IJlirScptem- 
ber,  1334. 

Brevet  major  William  Turnbull,  topographical 
engineer,  to  be  major,  to  rank  from  23d  November, 
1337. 

Brevet  captain  \Vm.  H.  Swift,  assistant  topogra- 
phical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  Ist 
.\uffust,  1832. 

Brevet  captain  Wm.  G.  Williams,  assistant  topo- 
graphical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  28th 
January,  1834. 

Brevet  captain  Augustus  Canfield,  assistanttopo- 
graphical  engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  14th 
September,  1834. 

Brevet  captain  Campbell  Graham,  assistant  topo- 
graphical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  23d 
A'ovember,  1837. 

First  lieutenant  John  Mackay,of  the  2d  artillery, 
to  be  captain  7  July,  1833. 

AV.  B.  Guion,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  captain  9  Ju- 
ly, 1333.  ' 

G.  W.  Hughes,  of  New  York,  to  be  captain  9 
July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Linnard,  of  the  2d 
artilhry,  t.i  be  1st  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  John  N.  Alaconib,  of  the  41h  ar- 
tillery, to  be  fi;-3t  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  Wra.  W.  S.  Bliss,  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, to  be  first  lieutenant  7  July,  1833. 

First  lieutenant  J.  Edmund  Blake,  of  the  6lh  in- 
fantry, to  be  first  lieutenant  7  July,  1333. 

Fust  lieutenant  Augustus  P.  Allen,  ofthe  3d  ar- 
tillery, to  be  first  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

H.  Slansbury,  of  New  York,  to  be  1st  lieutenant 
9  Julv,  13.38. 

J.  1E.  Johnston,  late  of  the  army,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 9  July,  18.38. 

Second  lieutenant  William  H.  Warner,  ofthe  1st 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Israel  C.  WoodruH',  ofthe  3d 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7  July,  1338. 

Second  lieutenant  John  W.  Gunnison,  of  the  2d 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Eliakim  P.  Scammon,  of  the 
4th  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  McLane,  of  the  Ist  ar- 
tillery, to  be  second  lieutenant  7  July,  1838, 

C.'N,  Hagner,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be 
second  lieutenant  9  July,  1838. 

W.  R.  Palmer,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  seconil  lieu- 
tenant 9  July,  1338. 

C,  Fiimont,  ol  South  Carolina,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant 9  July,  1838. 

J.  D,  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  second 
lieutenant  9  July,  1838. 

ORDNANCE    DEP.\BTMENT. 

Brevet  major  Rufiis  L.  Baker,  captain,  to  be  ma- 
jor, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Worth,  appointed  colonel  of 
infantry. 

Brevet  major  Mann  Page  Lumax,  captain  of  the 
3d  artillery,  to  be  major,  9  July,  1.838. 

Cajitain  J.  W.  Ripley,  to  be  major,  9  July,  18.38. 

First  lieutenant  W.  Mayna-lier,  of  the  1st  artil- 
lery, to  be  captain,  9  July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  W.  A.  Thornton,  of  the  4th  ar- 
tillery, to  be  captain  9  July,  1838. 

To  be  first  lieutenants. 

First  lieutenant  J,  Williamson,  of  the  1st  artille- 
ry, 3llth  September,  1833. 

First  lieutenant  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery, 28th  December,  IS35. 

First  lieutenant  R.E.  Temple,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
22d  June,  1S3C. 

First  lieutenant  G.  H.  Talcott,  of  the  3d  artille- 
ry, 15lh  September,  1836. 


First  lieutenant  J.  F.  Lee,  of  the  l.st  artillery 
17tli  December,  1836.  " 

First  lieutenant  J.  M.  Morgan,  of  the  2d  artille- 
ry, 31st  May,  1837. 

To  be  second  lieutenants. 

Second  lieutenant  P.  V.  Hagner,  of  the  1st  artil- 
lery, 6  August,  1836. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  A,  Wainwright,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  22  October,  183(i. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  B.  Dyer,  of  the  3d  artille- 
ly,  1  July,  1837. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  H.  Dearborn,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery. I  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  T.  Mclcalf,  of  the  3d  artil- 
lery, 1  July,  1838. 

FIRST    REGIMENT    OF    ARTILLERY. 

Captain  Francis  S.  Belton,  of  the  2d  artillery  to 
be  major,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Pierce,  appointed  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Francis  Taylor,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  Martin  J.  Burke,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1833,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  John  S.  Hatheway,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  E.  Aisqiiith,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Taylor,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  James  L.  Donaldson,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  Maynadicr,  appoint- 
ed captain  of  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  William  W.  Mackall,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9  J uly,  1838,  vice  Williamson,  trans- 
ferred to  the  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  Vogdes,  to  be  first  lieute- 
nant, 9  J  uly,  1S3S,  vice  Lee,  transferred  to  the  ord- 
nance. 

Second  lieutenant  H.  C,  Wayne,  ofthe  4th  artil- 
lery, to  be  second  lieutenant,  1  July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Irwin  McDowell,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838, 

SECOND    REGI.MENT     OF    ARTILLERY, 

First  lieutenant  James  A.  Chambers,  to  be  cap- 
tain,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Belton  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Charles  F.  Smith,  to  be  captain, 
7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

First  lieutenant  M.  M.  Clark,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1833,  vice  Taylor,  appointed  commissary  of 
subsistence. 

Second  lieutenant  John  F.  Roland,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  M.  L.  Shackleford,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Secon.l  lieutenant  Robert  Allen,  to  be  1st  lieute- 
nant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Chambeis,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  B,  Daniels,  to  be  first 
lieutenant.  7  July,  1338,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Edwin  W.  Morgan,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838.  vice  Clark,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  W.  Chapman,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7  July,  18.38,  vice  Mackay,  appoint- 
ed captain  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  Lewis  G.  Arnold,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838.  vice  Linnard,  appointed 
first  lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  Francis  Woodbridge,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  Whitely,  trans- 
ferred to  the  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  D.  Townsend,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  J.  M.  Morgan, 
transferred  to  the  ordnance. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  W.  F.  Barry,  of  thc4lh 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  William  A.  Nichols,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1338. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Leslie  Chase,  to  be  se- 
cond lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

THIRD    REGI.MENT    OF    ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  William  B.  Davidson,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  18,38,  (company  K.) 

First  lieutenant  David  H.  Vinton,  to  be  captain, 
7  July,  1838,  vice  Mackay,  appointed  quartermas- 
ter. 

First  lieutenant  John  L'Engle,  to  be  captain,  7 
July.  1838,  vice  Lendrum,  appointed  commissary 
of  subsistence. 

First  lieutenant  Hezekiah  Garner,  to  be  captain, 
9  July,  1838,  vice  Lomax  appointed  major  of  ord- 
nance. 

Second  lieutenant  Cliiistophcr  Q.  Tompkins,  to 
be  fii>t  lieutenant,  7  July,  1833,  (company  K.)' 

Second  lieutenant  William  Frazer,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  18.38,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  Mock,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1338,  vice  Davidson,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  B.  Bragg,  to  be  first  lieutenant, 
7  July,  1838,  vice  Vinton,  promoted, 

Sr-cond  lieutenant  Robert  T.  Jones,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July.  1838,  vice  L'Engle,   promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Jubal  A.  Early,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Allen,  appointed  first 
lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 
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Second  lieutenant  George  Taylor,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 9  July,  1S38,  vice  Garner,  promoted 

Second  lieitenant  George  C.  Rod,.ey,  to  be  fir=, 
lieutenant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  Temple,  transferred 

to  the  ordnance.  ,  t   oi     »       <    >,     fi-ot 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  J.  Steptoe,  to  be  first 

lieutenant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  Talcott,  translerred  to 

^'^BreveTsecond  lieutenant  Milton  A  Haynes,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenaut  Rowley  b.  Jennings,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  A.  Brown,  of  the  second 
dragoons,  lo  be  second  lieutenant,  1  July,  1838. 

FOURTH    REGIMKNT    OF    ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  B.  Dusenbery,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1838,  {company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  G.  Freeman,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7  July.  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  Rojerts,lo  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  (company  K.)  ,     ,      .  „, 

Second  lieutenant  James  H.  Stokes,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7  July,  183S,  vice  Dusenbery  P/o.noted 

Second  lieutenant  John  P.J.  O'Bnen,  to  be  fi.s 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Macomb,  appointed 
first  lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  John  W.  Phelps,  to  be  first 
lieuteuant,  9  July,  1838,  vice  Thornton,  appointed 
captain  ol  ordnance. 

FIRST    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Osborne  Cross,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  vice  Hitchcock,  appointed  major  ol  the 
8th  inlantry.  ,     , 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Lamotte,  to  he  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Gwynne,  transferred  to  the 
8th  infantry.  ,  ,     , 

Second  lieutenant  Samuel  M.  Plumraer,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Cross,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.  Scott,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Lamotte,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  Bennett,  to  be  first  lieute- 
nant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Ogden,  translerred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

SECOND    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Hannibal  Day,  to  be  captain,  7, 
July,  1838,  vice  Russell,  translerred  to  the  8th  in- 
fantry. ,     ,      ,  , 

Second  lieutenant  I.  R.  D.  Burnett,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Day,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  H.  W.  Wessells,  lo  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Hill,  tsanslerred  to 
the  8th  infantry. 

THIRD    REGIMENT    OF    INrA.NTIiV. 

First  lieutenat  Edmund  B.  Alexander,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Wiight,  translerred  to 
the  8th  inlantry.  .   ,     u    i   h 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  Swartwout,  lo  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Alexander  promoted 

Second  lieutenant  George  P.  Field,  to  lie  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Birdsall,  translerred 
to  the  8th  infantry.  ,    ^     „  ^         .    k    ,  f 

Second  lieuteuant  Joseph  L.  Coburn,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Bonnell,  transferred 
to  the  8th  infantry.  ^     -l.     ,  , 

Second  lieutenant  Philip  N.  Barbour,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Montgomery,  trans- 
ferred to  the  8th  infantry.  ,     ■     ,  . 

Second  lieutenant  William  S.  Henry,  to  be  Ist 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Kello,  translerred  to 
the  8th  inlantry. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Richard  B.  Screven,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7,  July,  1838,  vice  McCall,  transferred  lo  the 
8th  infantry.  ,     ,  .  ,. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  V.  D.  Reeve,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Screven,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  Prince,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Bliss,  appointed  1st  lieu- 
tenant topographical  engineers. 

FIFTH    REGIMENT    OE    INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Ephraim  K.  Smith,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Hunt,  appointed  quarter- 
master. 

First  lieutenant  Alexander  S.  Hooe,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Denny,  translerred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

Seconil  lieutenant  Daniel  Ruggles,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  Chester  field,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Hooe,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Whipple,  to  be  Ist 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Daveiss,  transferred 
to  the  8th  infantry. 

SIXTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY, 

First  lieutenant  Albemarle  Cady,  to  be  captain, 
7  July,  1838,  vice  Clark   appointed  iiuartermastiT. 

First  lieutenant  T,.oia3  li.  Alexander,  to  be 
captain,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Worth,  transferred  to 
the  8lh  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  James  Monroe,  jr.,  to  be  1st 
lieulenanl,  7  Julv,  1838,  vice  Cady,  promoted 


Second  lieutenant  Charles  S.  Lovell,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Alexander,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  D.  Berrien,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  ^lake,  appointed  1st 
lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

SEVENTH   REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Stephen  W.  Moore,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Thomas,  appointed  quar- 
termaster. 

First  lieutenant  John  P.  Davis,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  vice  Phillips,  transferred  to  the  8th  in- 
fantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Forbes  Briton,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  vice  Moore,  promoted. 

Second  litutenant  Alexander  Montgomery,  to  be 
1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  Davis,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Weightinan  K.  Hanson,  to  be 
1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  vice  McKavett,  trans- 
ferred to  the  8th  infantry. 

EIGHTH    REGI.MENT    OF    INFANTRY. 

Major  Wifliam  J.  Worth,  of  the  ordnance,  lieu- 
tenant  colonel   by   brevet,  to  be   colonel,  7  July, 


1838. 


Major  Benjamin  K.  Pierce,  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery,  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  7  July,  1838. 

Captain  Ethan  A.  Hitchcock,  of  the  Ist  infantry, 
to  be'major,  7  July,  1838. 

To  be  captains. 

Captain  Thomas  P.  Gwynne,  of  the  first  infan- 
try, to  rank  from  the  4th  of  March,  1833,  (compa- 
ny A.) 

Captain  J.  A.  Philips,  of  the  7th  infantry,  to 
rank  Irom  the  4th  of  May,  1835,  (company  B.) 

Captain  St.  Clair  Denny,  of  the  5lh  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  1st  of  April,  1836,  (company  C.) 

Captain  Samuel  L.  Russell,  o(  the  2d  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  23th  of  June,  1836,  (company  D.) 

Captain  George  A.  McCall,  of  the  4th  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  21st  of  September,  1836,  (com- 
pany E.) 

Captain  George  Wright,  of  the  3d  infantry,  to 
rank  from  the  30th  of  October,  1836,  (company  F.) 


Captain  Joseph  S.  Worth,  of  the  6lh  infantry,  to    pointed 
rank  from  the  31st  of  July,  1837,  (company  G.j        «-ill  en 

First  lieutenant   Egbert   B.    Birdsall,  ol  the  3d 
infantry,  to  be  captain,  7  July  1838,  (company  H.) 
First   lieutenant   Joseph   Bonnell,   of  the   3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  captain,  7  July,  1838,  (company  1.) 

First  lieutenant  Wm.  R.  Montgomery,  of  the  3d 
infantry,  to  be  captain,  7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 
To  be  \st  Lieutenants. 
r..»i  iiru.c.ant  William  O.  Kello,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  15th  of  November,  1836, 
(company  A.) 

First  lieutenant  Edmund  A.  Ogden,  of  the  1st 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  17th  of  December,  1836, 
(company  B  ) 

First  lieutenant  James  M.  Hill,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  31st  of  December,  1836, 
(company  C.) 

First  lieutenant  Camillus  C.  Daveiss,  of  the  5th 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  31st  December,  1836, 
(company  D.) 

First  lieutenant  Henry  McKavett,  of  the  7th 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  25th  of  December,  1837, 
(company  E.) 

Second  lieutenant  James  V.  Bomford,  of  the  2d 
infantry,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (com- 
pany F.) 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  Johns,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (com- 
pany G.) 

Second  lieutenant  W.  M.  D.  McKissack,  of  the 
5th  infantry,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838, 
(company  H.) 

Second  lieutenant  Colliiison  R.  Gates,  of  the  4th 
infantry,  to  be  Ist  lieutenant,  7  July,  183:^,  (com- 
pany I.)  . 

Second  lieutenant  Larkin  Smith,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (com- 
pany K.) 

To  be  "id  lieutenants. 
Second   lieutenant  John   M.  Harvie,  of  the  2d 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  1st  of  July,  1837,  (com- 
pany A.) 

Second  lieutenant  John  T.  Sprague,  ol  the  5th 
Infantry,  to  rank  from  the  3d  of  July,  1837,  (com- 
pany B.) 

Second  lieutenant  Lucius  O'Brien,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  3d  of  September,  1837, 
(company  C.) 

Second  lieutenant  George  Lincoln,  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  14th  of  September,  1837, 
(company  D.) 

W.  C.  Browne,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 7  July,  1838,  (company  E.) 

John  A.  Riel,  of  New  York,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
7  July,  1838,  (company  F.) 

A.'L.  Sheppard,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  2d  lieutenant,  7  July,  1838,  (cojnpany  G.) 


W-  B.  Hey  ward,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d  lieuten. 
ant,  7  July,  1838,  (company  H.) 

Joseph  Selden,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
7  July,  1838,  (company  1.) 

T.  S.  J.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 7  July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

PROMOTIONS    BY    BREVET. 

Major  Sylvanus  Thayer,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel 
by  brevet,  to  rank  from  3d  March,  183S,  having 
served  faithfully  a  brevet  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
performed  the  appropriate  duties  ol  that  grade  for 
ten  years.  .      ^  lu 

Lieutenant  colonel  William  Davenport,  of  the 
1st  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  for  meritori- 
ous services  in  Florida,  7th  July,  1838. 

Lieutenant  colonel  James  Bankhead,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  for  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  campaigns  in  Florida,   7th   July, 

Captain  Thomas  Noel,  of  the  6th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  for  gall.int  conduct  in  the  battle 
of  Kissimmee,  to  rank  from  25th  December,  1837. 

TRANSFERS. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  C.  Wayne,  of  the  4fh 
artillery,  to  the  1st  artillery,  to  take  place  next 
below  lieutenant  Reeves. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  A.  Brown,  of  the  2d  dra- 
goons, to  the  3d  artillery,  to  take  place  next  below 
lieutenant  Jennings. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  F.  Barry,  of  the  4th  artil- 
lery, to  the  2d  artillery,  to  take  place  next  below 
lieutenant  Pitkin.  . 

n.  Acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  all  appoint- 
ments will  be  promptly  reported  to  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army;  and  the  officers,  whose  sta- 
tions are  changed  by  promotion  or  otherwise,  will 
join  their  proper  regiments  and  companies,  without 
delay,  and  report  for  duty  accordingly.  Officers  of 
the  General  staff  and  of  engineers  will  report  to  the 
chiefs  of  their  respective  departments. 

Ill  Officers  of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  (now 
serving  with   the  army  and  on  the  frontiers,)  ap- 


noM.L.u  .n  the  general  staff  and  m  the  ordnance, 
will  continue  on  duty  with  tlie  troops  until  the 
commanding  general  under  whom  they  may  be 
servin-  can  dispense  with  their  services,  when  he 
will   o'rder   them  to 'join  their   respective   depart- 

"iV'The  additional  company  (K)  to  be  raised 
for  each  regiment  of  artillery  will  be  immediately 
organized  and  equipped;  those  for  the  1st,  2d  and 
4tR  re.'iraents.in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  that 
for  the' 3d,  at  Fort  Monroe;  to  which  posts  the  re- 
spective captains  and  lieutenants,  not  serving  on 
the  staff,  or  at  the  military  academy,  will  repair 
without  delay,  where  they  will  receive  the  recruits 
that  are  to  constitute  their  several  companies. 

V.  The  colonel  of  the  8th  infantry  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  northern  frontier,  and  take 
prompt  measures  to  organize  and  equip  his  regi- 
ment The  ten  companies  have  already  been  or- 
o-anized  from  the  recruits  now  serving  on  the  fron- 
Uer  Companies  A  and  B  are  stationed  at  Detroit; 
companies  C  and  D  on  the  Niagara;  companies  E 
F  G  and  H,  at  Sackett's  Harbor  and  near  the  St. 
Lawrence;  company  I  at  Plattsburg;  and  company 
K  at  Swanton,  Vermont;  to  which  several  stations 
the  respective  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  regi- 
ment will  repair  without  delay,  and  report  for  du- 
ty The  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  will 
repair  to  the  Sackett's  Harbor  station,  and  the  ma- 
jor to  Delrnit,  until  otherwise  directed.  AH  offi- 
cers of  the  8th  regiment,  absent  on  the  recruiting 

rvice,  or  on  leave,  are  ordered  to  join. 

VI  The  captains  and  subalterns  temporarily 
serving  on  the  frontier  will  be  relieved  by  the  com- 
panv  officers  of  the  new  regiment,  when  they  will 
proceed  to  join  their  proper  stations,  and  report  lor 

"'^'       By  order:  R.  Jones,  a<lj.  general. 

LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 
By  the  arrival  at  New  York  on  Friday  the  l8th 
inst  of  the  packet  ships  Virginia,  Harris,  from 
Liverpool,  and  Burgundy,  Rockett,  from  Havre, 
the  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser  have  re- 
ceived files  of  English  and  French  papers  to  the 
latent  dates,  which  are  from  London  to  the  7th, 
Liverpool  and  Paris  to  the  8th,  and   Havre    to   the 

^^^Greai' Britain.  The  most  prominent  topic  of 
the  London  papers  is  the  fatal  riot  near  Canler- 
burv  The  subject  had  been  brought  up  in  parlia- 
ment,  in  consequence  of  certain  serious  charges  al- 
leged against  the  magistrates  of  Kent  and  the 
lexers  of  the  lunatic  asylum  in  which  Cour  enay 
1  ,7been  confined,  lor  allowing  him  to  go  at  large. 
The  charge  was  made  in  the  Chronicle  Com  e- 
nay's  real  name,  it  seems,  was  John  NichoUs  Tom. 
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The  ati'air  was  investigated  by  the  magistrates  on 
the  4th,  atFavershaui  in  Kenl.hlteen  ot  the  prison- 
ers bein;^  bel'ore  Ihem,  lour  ot'  whom  were  couuiiit- 
tej  on  the  charge  of  will'ul  murder.  Nine  ol  the 
rioters  were  killed  in  the  ati'ray. 

The  papers  give  portraits  ol'  Tom,  orCourtenay, 
in  his  rich  velvet  gown  covered  with  gold  chains, 
his  long  black  beard,  Sec.  He  appears  to  have  de- 
luded his  followers  much  as  Mathi.is  did  some  in 
this  city,  making  theia  believe  that  he  was  the  De- 
ity, able  to  work  miracles,  Stc. 

iMr.  anJMrs.  Stevenson  left  London  on  the  4th 
of  June,  on  a  short,  visit  to  Karl  Spencer. 

The  London  Chronicle  of  June  7  contains  a  full 
report  of  the  dinner  given  to  sir  Francis  Head,  on 
the  6th.     Wlien  the  health  ot  sir  Francis  was  pro- 

Eosed,  he  rose  and  commenced  a  speech  in  which, 
e  said,  he  was  anxious  to  e.\plain  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  North  American  colonics,  and 
that  of  the  United  States  and  their  citizens;  but  be- 
fore he  had  entered  upon  the  details  of  his  exposi- 
tion, "he  was  so  much  overcome  by  his  embarrass- 
ment that  he  was  utterly  unable  to  go  on,  and  after 
several  unavailing  attempts,  resumed  his  seat 
amidst  loud  cheers." 

The  Royal  William,  steara-packct,  it  is  slated  in 
the  Liverpool  Mail,  was  to  sail  from  ihat  port  for 
New  York  on  the  5th  July.  She  is  said  to  be  a 
vessel  of  great  speed,  anil  iirst  rate  accommodations. 

Martin,  the  lunatic  who  set  fire  to  the  York  Min- 
ster some  years  ago,  died  in  Bedlam  on  the  3d  of 
June.  Allhough  quiet  in  his  deportment,  he  was 
obliged  to  be  closely  watched,  having  a  strong  pro- 
pensity for  mischief.  He  was  between  50  and  60 
years  of  age. 

We  copy  the  following  rumors  from  the  London 
Herald.  It  is  not  likely  that  there  is  much  truthin 
them. 

On  dils.  It  is  reported  in  high  quarters  that 
the  following  modifications,  additions,  and  omis- 
sion, are  contemplated  in  ministerial  arrangements: 
The  duke  of  Sussex  to  go  as  lord  lieutenant  to  Ire- 
land; lord  .Mulgrave  to  have  the  home-oirice;  lord 
J.  Russell  to  be  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  lord  Mel- 
hourno  to  retire;  sirF.  Lamb,  his  lonlsh'ip's  brother, 
now  ambassador  at  Vienna,  to  be  made  a  pver. 

Lady  C.  Cuggin,  who  manages  the  duke  of  Sus- 
sex's household,  to  be  made  a  peeress  by  tlie  style 
and  title  of  countessof  Enniskillen.  On  the  duke's 
late  fete  to  the  queen,  her  ladyship  did  the  honors, 
and  presided  at  the  head  ot  the  table. 

The  lady  C.  Biiggin  referred  to,  it  is  well  known 
is  married  to  the  duke  of  Sussex.  It  is  also  ru- 
moured that  lord  Ulenelg  is  to  retire  to  tlie  colonial 
office,  and  be  succeeded  by  Mr.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Br.  steamer  sir  Lionel  Smith  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  I3th  May  for  London,  had 
not  arrived  on  the  7th  June. 

Her  Majesty's  coronalion  robes.  During  the  whole 
of  yesterday  vast  crowds  of  respectable  people  were 
attracted  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Edward  Howe,  a  silk 
weaver,  in  Castle  street,  not  far  from  Shoreditch 
church,  to  view  the  splendid  robes  to  be  worn  by 
her  majesty  at  the  approaching  coronation,  ai<d 
which  were  just  finished  and  out  from  the  loom  on 
that  morning. 

The  contract  for  the  manufacture  of  the  robes  as 
well  as  630  yards  of  the  most  beautiful  silk  for  the 
hanging  and  decoration  of  Westminster  Abbey,  was 
taken  by  Mr.  StiUvell,  of  White  Lion  street,  S'orlon 
Falgate,  who  confided  the  tasic  to  Mr.  Edward  Howe, 
and  Mr.  William  Coe,  two  of  the  most  ingenious 
operatives  in  tlie  silk  trade. 

The  robe,  which  is  one  of  the  most  superb  pieces 
of  manufacture  that  can  be  imagined,  is  10  yards  in 
length  and  of  the  same  pattern  as  that  worn  by 
George  IV.  at  his  coronation.  It  appears  tliat  a 
number  of  different  patterns  had  been  submitted  to 
her  majesty  for  inspection,  and  the  one  chosen  by 
the  queen,  as  above  stated,  was  that  worn  by  her 
royal  uncle,  George  IV. 

It  also  appears  that  Mr.  Howe  was  the  artist  who 
had  e.vecuted  the  order  on  that  occasion,  and  having 
by  him  many  of  the  cones  and  patterns  then  used, 
he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  the  task  much  better, 
and  with  much  greater  ease,  than  any  other  pt-rsnn 
could  have  done.  The  ground  or  warp  is  of  the 
most  rich  gold  colored  silk,  and  the  shoot  consists 
of  gold  and  silver  twist,  and  ricll  silks  of  various 
shades. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  variety  when 
no  less  than  twenty  different  shuttles  were  obliged 
to  be  in  work  at  the  same  time.  The  principal  sur- 
face appears  to  be  massive  gold,  and  the  figures 
which  are  bold  and  considerably  raised,  are  of  the 
most  magnificent  description.  Those  of  the  real, 
crown,  the  rose,  the  shamrock  and  the  thistle,  are 
truly  beautiftil. 

The  eagle,  the  fleur-de-lis,  and  other  foreign  na- 
tional emblems,  are  also  very  prominent  and  beau- 
tifully executed,  and  do  inlinite  credit  to  the  skill, 


taste,  and  judgment  of  the  manufacturer.  The 
hangings  are  of  a  less  costly  tlescri[)lion,  but  are 
still  of  a  most  tasteful  kind.  The  ground  is  of  blue 
satin,  and    the  shoot  of  gold  colored  rich  silk. 

The  fact  of  tlie  order  lor  these  splendid  articles 
having  been  spent  to  Spitalields  has  given  the  great- 
est satisfaction  to  the  whole  uf  the  industrious 
operatives  of  that  district. 

The  Coronaliun.  The  preparations  at  Westmin- 
ster Abbey  ate  advancing  with  much  rapidity,  the 
chief  portion  of  the  carpenter's  work  having  been 
completed.  The  oriel  and  side  galleries  are 
jiow  under  the  decorative  hands  ot  the  upholster- 
ers, and  report  speaks  of  the  silks  and  stulls  which 
are  to  be  used  as  coverings  lor  the  Seats,  canopies, 
tkc,  as  most  costly  and  elegant.  The  orclustrai 
galley  is  in  forwardness,  and  when  it  is  completed, 
and  the  new  organ,  which  is  described  as  an  in- 
strument of  surpassing  poAer  and  rich  tone,  is  in 
its  destined  place,  it  is  expected  that  the  interior  of 
the  abbey  will  present  a  coup  /^i'di/ of  magnific  iice 
and  architectural  grandeur  equal  to  any  thing  at- 
tempted in  Europe  on  a  similar  occasion. 

The  important  ceremony  is  fast  approaching;  and 
allhough  the  ministry  would  not  have  the  day  made 
one  of  rejoicing  on  the  usual  scale  of  splendour, 
yet  it  appears  that  the  whole  population  of  the 
united  kingdom  will  devote  the  day  to  festivity. — 
London  perhaps,  will  not  be  so  crowded  with  il- 
lustrious foreigners  as  when  the  continental  sover- 
eign visited  tliis  country  at  the  general  peace;  but 
many  mdividuuls  of  distinguished  rank  will  come 
over  in  the  capacity  of  ambassadors  extraordinary, 
and  nunu-rous  officers  of  rank  will  accouipany 
thein  as  aides-de-camp. 

It  is  stated  that  his  imperial  highness  the  grand 
duke  Alexander,  son  of  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
who  was  to  be  present  at  this  august  ceremony,  at- 
tended by  prince  Lieven  and  a  brilliant  suite  of 
Russian  nobles,  has  not  declared  whether  he  will 
visit  this  country,  in  consequence  of  the  early  day 
fixed.  The  report  Ihat  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
of  Orange  would  come  over,  accompanied  by  his 
sons,  turns  out  to  be  unfounded. 

His  royal  highness  prince  Ailelbert,  nephew  of 
the  king  of  Prussia,  it  is  thought,  will  accompany 
his  highness  prince  Putbas.  It  is  said  his  royal 
highness  is  possessed  of  brilliant  talents,  and  is  lond 
of  naval  architecture,  and  that  the  dock-yards  of 
this  country  were  as  great  an  attraction  as  the  coro- 
nation. The  landgrave  of  Hesse  flomburg  has 
signified  liis  intention  of  being  present  at  the  coro- 
nation, and  is  expected  daily  in  London. 

Of  the  embassies,  many  will  be  of  less  splen- 
dor than  at  the  coronation  of  George  IV,  but  those 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  France,  and  Russia,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  most  splendid.  His  highness  prince 
Swattzenbuig,  embassador  extraordinary  from  Aus- 
tria, is  expected  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  and 
will  have  the  high  honor  of  presenting  her  majesty 
with  the  insignia  of  the  grar.d  cross  of  the  order  of 
St.  Stephen,  of  Hungary,  from  the  emperor  of 
.\ustria.  The  jewels  are  diamonds,  emeralds,  and 
rubies,  of  enormous  inagnilude  and  great  value. 

In  the  wealthy  nobleman's  suite  will  be  the  land- 
grave of  Furlstemberg,  Prince  Archer  Squarts, 
count  Cliailes  de  Grunne,  count  Alex.  Erody,  Stc, 
A  suit  of  apartments  have  been  engaged  fur  his 
highness  at  one  of  the  principal  hotels,  where  a 
series  of  grand  banquets  will  be  given  to  the  elite 
of  the  nobility,  on  a  scale  of  princely  magnificence. 
His  royal  highness,  the  duke  de  Nemours  will  be 
the  bearer  of  a  present  from  his  august  lather  the 
king  of  the  French. 

France.  The  Paris  papers  of  June  3d  announce 
the  arrival  at  that  city  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  envoy 
extraordinary,  &.C.  to  the  court  of  Austria  from  the 
United  Slates.  He  was  presented  to  the  king  of 
France  with  iMr.  Clay,  his  secretary,  on  the  2d. 

The  railroad  committee  of  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties had  reported  the  bill  for  the  Havre  and  Paris 
rail-road,  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  5  per  cent,  was 
to  be  reported  lo  tiie  chamber  of  peers  on  the  9ih. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  was  engaged  upon  a 
hill  granting  an  extraordinary  credit  of  18,171,408 
francs,  for  keeping  up  the  French  possessions  in 
the  north  of  Africa. 

The  king  was  lo  review  the  National  Guards  of 
Paris  on  Sunday,  the  10th  of  June. 

A  Toulon  letter  dated  June  2d  states  that  the  brig 
of  war  Dupetit  Thouars  was  ordered  lo  sail  imme- 
diately on  a  secret  mission,  supposed  to  Mexico. 

The  London  papers  state  Ihat  the  sinop  of  war 
Perle,  the  brig  Voltigeur,  and  the  transport  Indi- 
enne,  had  received  orders  to  sail  for  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  and  that  the  brig  Badine  had  sailed  for  the 
same  destination. 

There  was  a  nirnnur  current  in  Paris  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans  was  about  selling  out  for  the  Nor- 
thern frontier.     Also  that  general  Bernard   was  to 


be  appointed  commandant  general  in  Africa,  and 
be  succeeded  in  the  war  department  by  mai'shall 
Soult. 

The  Journal  des  Debats  announces  the  death  of 
the  duchess  d  Abrantes,  widow  ol  Juiiol,  on  the 
7th  June. 

Jieli;ium  and  llulland.  The  Commerce  Beh'e 
announces  that  the  cabinet  of  the  Hague  has  made 
known  lo  the  conference  in  London,  ilial  the  king 
ol  Holland  is  ready  to  evacuate  lorte  Lille  and 
Leilskenshock,  which,  undei  the  treaty  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  are  to  belong  lo  Belgium.  The  king  of 
Belgium  continued  protesting  against  the  ariange- 
meiit  of  the  conlerence.  Much  diplomatic  activity 
existed  between  Paris,  Brussels  and  London. 

It  was  reported  in  ihe  Paris  journals  that  Prussia 
was  preparing  to  enforce  the  surrender  by  Belgium 
ol  Vuiiloo  and  other  strong  places  awarded  to  Hol- 
land; but  these  rr:porls  weie  not  credited  at  Berlin. 
It  was  not  doubted,  however,  that  the  combined 
cabmels  were  disposed  to  enforce  a  final  settlement 
of  the  disputes  beetween   Uelgium. 

There  had  been  several  attempts  at  riot  in  Brus- 
sels—all put  down,  however,  by  the  military.  They 
originated  in  political  feelings. 

JIaniiver.  The  Hamburgh  correspondent  af- 
firms that  the  opposition  in  the  second  chamber  is 
strong  enough  to  ensure  a  vote  in  fa\or  of  the  con- 
stitution of  1SS3. 

Hamburg,  June  I.  The  Nicholas  I.  steamboat 
captain  Stain,  bound  from  Petersburg  to  Trave- 
niunde,  with  132  passengers  and  a  cr.w  of  33  men, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Ihe  night  of  Ihe  31st  of 
May,  Dctween  11  and  12  o'clock,  off  Gross  Klutz, 
about  live  English  miles  Irom  the  road  of  Trave- 
muiide.  The  ladies  and  children  hud  retired  to 
rest,  and  the  gentlemen'  were  still  at  supper  or  at 
cards  when  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given.  The  cap- 
tain with  great  presence  of  mind,  sl.-ered  towards 
the  coast,  and  ran  the  vessel  aground  about  100 
paces  from  shore. 

The  confusion  was  of  course  very  great,  but  all 
the  passengers  and  crew  were  saved,  except  five 
persons,  viz.  two  passengers  and  two  of  the  crew, 
who  are  missing.  Of  eleven  carriages  on  board, 
two  were  thrown  overboard,  and  the  others  burned 
and  most  of  the  passengers'  effects  are  lost.  The 
mail  bag  and  the  despatches  of  three  couriers  could 
not  be  saved.  The  only  money  on  board  was  a 
barrel  of  gold,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  recovered. 

Captain  Stahl,  employed  in  saving  the  passen- 
gers, has  lost  his  elfects  and  his  papers.  Most  of 
the  passengers  arrived  at  Travemunde  without 
shoes  and  bare  headed.  The  vessel  is  burnt  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  Every  exertion  is  making  to 
save  as  much  as  possible  out  of  the  hull.  The 
vessel  was  insured  in  London.  The  origin  of  the 
fire  is  uncertain.  Some  think  it  was  caus^ed  by  the 
coals  being  taken  on  board  wet,  and  mixed  with 
ice,  others  that  it  commenced  in  the  machinery. 

Spain.  Don  Carlos  left  Esteil,  with  his  ministers 
on  the  29th  of  May.  Just  before  his  departure,  he 
caused  the  bishop  of  Leon,  the  auditor-general, 
and  the  fiscal,  to  be  arrested.  The  auditor-general, 
senor  Barricarti,  it  is  said,  was  shot  two  hours  af- 
terward, and  it  was  reported  that  the  same  fate 
awaited  the  bishop  and  the  fiscal. 

Don  Carlos  arrived  at  Tolouse  on  the  31st,  and  on 
the  next  day  reviewed  his  troops.  Generals  Za- 
riategui  and  Elio  h;id  been  condemned  to  death. — 
General  Guergue  was  disgraced,  and  was  to  be- 
succeeded  by  gen.  Maroto. 

Porliig.il.  The  London  papers  affirm  that  the 
Portuguese  government  has  refused  ils  assr'iit  to  the 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  Ihe  slave  traile. 

.Austria.  Ali  Elfeiidi,  second  secretary  of  the 
Turkish  embassy  at  Vienna,  drowned  himself 
in  the  Danube  on  the  27th  of  May.  Cause  un- 
known, but  supposed  to  be  a  violent  attack  of  home 
sickness. 


TWENrV-FIFTH   CONGRESS. 

SECO.VD    SKSSION— HoirSE    OF    BEPllKSENTATIVES. 

Friday.  July  6.  Mr.  .'Warns  had  Ihe  floor  on  the 
siibiect  of  Texas,  but  yielded  il  to  Mr.  Stuart,  who 
moved  that  the  committees  be  called  for  reports  imme- 
diately after  the  recess;  which  mition  pre\ail.-d,  and 
the  onler  was  made  accordin:;ly.  Mr  .Warns  then 
proceeded,  and  occupied  Ihe  morning  hour  in  discuss- 
ing the  Texas  question.  When  the  hour  elapsed,  he 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks.  Mr.  Ilnward  asked 
whether,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should 
not  conclude  his  remarks  at  this  session,  it  would  be 
in  order,  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  lo  answer  him 
hereafter' — [i.  e.  as  the  reporter  unihrslood  it.  at  a 
future  session.]  The  CAai'r  said  that  that  woiiM  he 
for  the  decision  of  the  house  when  Ihe  e:\sf  conlein- 
plifed  should  arise.  Mr.JJams.  Mr.  Speak.^r,  th.at 
genli-inan  has  the  time  of  this  house  at  his  com- 
mand.    1  have  not. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
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Tlie  alcaiiiboat  Liiil  came  down  from  the  senate 
wilh  an  amendmeMt,  to  the  effect  that  the  collapse  of 
a  line,  or  olher  injurious  escape  of  steam,  shall  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence  in  the  officers  of 
tlie  hoal  upon  which  it  shall  occur.  This  ainend- 
ineut  was  lo  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Cliilds'  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  which  the  senate  pro[)03ed  to  strike 
Dill.  Mr.  Childs  hoped  the  house  would  insist  uporj 
its  oivn  amendment.  Mr.  Robertson  proposed  to  add, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
senate,  the  Ibliowing  proviso: 

"Prodded.  Thai  nolhiiip;  in  this  act  containerl 
sliall  be  held  to  apply  to  steamboats  employed  in  |ily- 
in^  between  a  port  or  place  in  anv  state  to  another 
port  or  place  in  the  same  state,  and  not  employed  in 
commerce  with  any  foreign  nation,  or  among  the 
several  slates,  or  to  any  persons  owning  or  naviga- 
ting such  steamboat,  or  em)doyed  on  board  the  same." 

Tne  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  senate 
was  rejected;  and  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to 
the  amendment  of  the  I'ouse  [above  slated]  was 
adopted. 

iAr.  Carter  offered  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Ten- 
nessee, praying  for  a  national  bank.  Laid  on  the 
table  and  referred,  under  the  order  of  Monday  last. 

The  house  took  up  sundry  bills  from  the  senate, 
on  the  speaker's  table,  on  their  engrossment  or  third 
reading. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  Fishor.     Read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A.  Patrick.  Read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Everarde  Meade.  Order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Cazeau.  The 
senate  had  sc:it  down  this  bill,  with  the  enacting 
clause  stricken  out. 

Mr.  M'hite  said  thai  this  had  been  done  for  want 
of  time.  The  claim  had  been  rigidly  scrutinized  by 
the  proper  committc"es,  and  was  found  to  be  a  good 
one.  He  hoped  the  house  would  non-concur  with 
the  senate  in  sinking  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr. 
Thoiiicis  made  a  concise  .statement  of  the  character 
ol  the  claim  of  Cazeau,  who  was  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  and  devoted  his  whole  property,  and  pledg- 
ed his  life  and  fortune,  for  the  benefit  of  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  Petrilan  said  he  was  no  lawyer,  but  he 
would  ask  any  man  to  examine  the  papers  foruiing 
the  evidence  upon  which  this  claim  is  based,  and 
then  to  say  if  that  evidence  be  sufficient  to  carry 
the  claim  through  that  house.  It  was  a  character, 
they  would  find,  which  would  not  stand  in  a  court 
of  justice,  or  before  a  board  of  arbitrators.  Hejmov- 
ed  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a 
vote  of  8S  to  -56.     So  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Brooks.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  White.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  to  revive  an  act  to  incorporate  the  medi- 
cal society  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  A  motion 
was  made  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Petri- 
kin  hoped  that  motion  would  be  withdrawn  to  ena- 
ble him  to  present  a  remonstrance  against  the  bill, 
which  he  took  from  his  pocket.  [A  general  laugh.] 
The  Ctiair  said  that  such  a  proceeding  would  not 
be  regular.  The  amendments  proposeil  being  read, 
Mr.  Petrikin  asked  leave  to  have  the  remonstrance 
he  hart  alluded  to  read.  This  was  refused.  Mr. 
P.  tlien  opposed  the  bill.  He  had  practised  medi- 
cine twenty-one  years,  and  he  would  like  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  to  know  who  were  for  establish- 
ing monopolies,  and  who  were  not.  Mr.  P.  then 
proceeded  to  read  the  remonstrance  he  held  in  his 
hand,  which,  so  far  as  the  reporter  could  hear  its 
contents,  appeared  to  be  a  defence  of  the  Botanic 
or  rhompsonian,  against  the  alleged  monopoly  of 
the  regular  system. 

Mr.  Reed  made  a  few  observations  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  It  was  proper  to  protect  the  people  of  the 
District  against  the  huinbuggery  of  quack  doctors. 
Mr.  Bouldiu,  chairman  of  the  I'ommittee  on  Dis- 
trict affairs,  said  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Taylor  made  s.-me  statements  in  relation  to  the 
danger  of  unlicensed  and  uneducated  practitioners 
of  medicine,  and  olferi-d  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
requiringof  the  practitioner  to  produce  a  certificate 
ol  h.iving  gone  through  a  proper  course  of  medical 
study.  Mr.  lloon  was  opposed  to  what  he  called 
this  abominable  aristocratic    bill.     Nine-tenths  of 


to  locate  certain  pre-emption  claims  to  lands  in 
Indiana.  Read  a  third  tinu;  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage,  Mr.  Hurlan  ujade  some  remarks  in 
opposition  it,  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  (able,  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  White, 
who  made  some  explanation  of  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  bill  of  the  house  granting  to  the  Falmouth 
and  Alexandria  rail  road  company  the  right  of  way 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  had  come  down 
fiom  the  senate  with  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
appropriate  towards  this  work  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  upon  certain  conditions,  as  carry- 
ing tlie  mails  free  of  cost,  &c.  In  this  amendment 
(he  coirtmittee  of  the  whole  had  non-concurred,  and 
the  bill  was  now  brought  into  the  house  for  final 
action.  Mr.  Meiccr  made  an  earnest  and  .irgumen- 
tative  speech  in  defence  of  this  amendment.  Mi. 
C'usliman  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  and  bill, 
as  was  Mr.  Mailory.  The  latter  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest td'  his  colleague,  Mr.  Banks,  who  was  in  fa- 
vor oi'the  bill,  arid  spoke  at  souie  length  in  defence 
of  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  the  objections 
adduced  by  different  members  against  it.  Mr. 
Wise  said  that  this  bill  would  save  the  government 
seven  thousand  dollars  a  year,  if  passed,  for  the 
carrying  of  the  mails.  It  was  a  work  of  national 
importance,  and  he  would  move  the  [irevious  ques- 
tion. There  was  a  second;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  put,  viz.  Will  the  house  concur 
with  the  senate  in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  Cusliman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  demanded  and  ordered  there- 
on ;  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  the  ibllowing 
vote:  Yeas  68,  nays  73.  So  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
pre-emption  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834.  This  bill, 
havingcomedownfrom  the  senate,  had  been  amend- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  first  ques- 
tion was  upon  that  amendment;  which  was  con- 
curred in.  Some  desultory  debate  occurred  be- 
tween Messrs.  Wise,  Chapman,  Shields,  Fillmore. 
Hartan,  and  Lewis.  Mr.  Wise  was  in  the  act  of  re- 
plying to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Lewis,  when  the 
houi  arrived  to  take  the  usual  morning  recess. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

The  house  met,  after  recess,  when  reports  of  com- 
mittees being  called  lor,  the  following  reports  were 
received,  viz. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  Ihe  committee 
on  public  lands,  reported,  without  amendment, 
senate  bills  to  create  a  new  land  office  in  Ihe  stale 
of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Waller.  Mr. 
Chapman,  from  the  same  cominiltee,  reported,  with 
amendment,  the  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Jones.  Mr.  Caseij,  t>oin  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isabella  Hill  and  the  minor  heirs,  &c.  of  Samuel 
Hill.  Mr.  Lincoln,  fiom  Ihe  same  commiKee,  re- 
ported, wilhout  amendment,  senate  bills  to  relinquish 
to  the  stale  of  Mississippi  Ihe  two  per  cent,  fund 
reserved  by  the  act  for  the  admission  into  the  union, 
to  be  applied  to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  lead- 
ing to  said  state.  Also,  for  the  relief  of  Alvarez 
Fisk  and  the  legal  rcpresentatiues  of  Thomas  P. 
Eskridge. 

Senate  bill  lo  change  Ihe  location  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  district  composed  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
reported  from  the  coinmillee  on  public  lands,  wilh 
an  amendment,  chansins;  the  location  of  Ihe  office  from 
St.  Joseph's  in  Michigan,  to  Michigan  city. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Lost.  Mr.  Crary  opposed  the  an  endment.  Mr. 
£oo«  demanded  the  yeas  and  naj  s.  Mr.  Duncan 
movi'd  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  moved  a  call  of  the  house.  The 
call  was  refused,  and  the  motion  negatived.  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in:  Ayes  S3,  n  es -17. 
Mr.  Harlan  demanded  (he  previous  question.  The 
demand  was  seconded,  and  the  previous  question 
put  and  carried.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  On  tlie  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Brahan,  late  receiver  at  Hunts- 
ville,  a  discussion  of  much   animation   took   place. 


-  ....   ....„„.„  ,.,,o,„t.„,.,.    uM..     niiie-icNins  oi  vine,  a  oiscussion  of  much    animation    took    rdace 

the  tune  he  had  rather  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of  The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Martin  am]  Chan 

an  old  woman  with   her   herbs,  than  with  those  of  m<m,   of    Alabama,   and   warmly   opposed   by   Mr 

the  regular  practitioners.     After  a  few  words    in  Wise  and   Mr.    W.    Thompson.      mI.  £.  Whiltlesey 

Biipport  of  the  bill  by  Mr.  Mallonj,  the  amendments  made  a  statement  of  the  facf>   of  the  case    and  the 

were   concurred   in.     An   lueflectualjittempt  was  grounds  on  which  the  commidee   of  claims  had  re- 


ide  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  The  bill  was 
thin  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  .Mr.  Petrilcin 
having  failed  to  obtain  the  yeas  and  nays.  Having 
been  read  a  thiid  time,  the  bill  was  jiassed. 

An  act  to  authorize  John  E.  Metcalf  and  others 


ported  against  the  bill  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Lin 
coin  made  a  counter  stalement  as  to  the  facts,  and 
warmly  advocated  the  bill.  Mr.  Whittlesey  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tlie  whole,  and 
take  (he  ordinary  course.    Mr.  Lincoln  warmly  op- 


posed this,  as  did  (he  Alabama  members.  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  again  opposed  the  bill  as  one  of  the  fruita 
of  a  sub-treasniy  system,  and  a  sample  of  a  multi- 
tude of  cases  that  might  be  expected.  yir.Houard, 
though  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  the  bill,  was 
somewhat  indignant  at  an  attempt  to  give  it  prece- 
dence over  sixty  other  bills  which  stood  before  it  on 
Ihe  calendar.  He  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
which  motion  prevailed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mher- 
ton,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  petition  of  Joseph  Harris  and  Wm. 
Lanphier.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  from  Ihe  com- 
mittee of  claims,  reported  against  senate  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  uniform  payment  lor  horses  lost  in  Ihe 
military  service  ol  the  Tniled  States,  and  bills  for 
the  relief  of  John  M.  Hernandez,  Woodburne  Pot- 
ter, and  John  L.  McCarty.  Mr.  Stuart,  from  (he 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  lor  (he  relief  of 
James  Tongue.  JNlr.  Will:ams,  of  New  Hampshire, 
from  (he  sain ;  committee,  reported  against  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  D.  Morrison.  Mr.  Phillips,  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  reported,  with  amend- 
ments, senate  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, beacon-lights,  &c.  &.C.;  and  against  seiiale 
bill  to  divide  the  slate  of  Delavsaie  iiilo  (wo  collec- 
tion dislricls.  Also,  Bills  lor  (he  relief  of  the  as- 
signees of  Jacob  Clements,  Jacob  Galencia,  and 
Smith  and  Town. 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported,  with  an  amendment,  senate  bill  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail- 
road company,  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Toland,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a 
breakwater  on  Crow  Shoal,  at  Ca]ie  May  roads,  in 
Delav\are  bay. 

Mr.  Cnshman,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  senate  bill  to  exempt  Irom  duly 
coal  on  board  of  steamboats  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  said  bill  was  ordered  lo  a  third 
reading,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
moved  lo  discharge  the  committee  of  the  whole  irom 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  prohibit  the  re-issue  of  Ihe  notes  ol  a  corporation 
whose  charter  had  expired,  that  it  might  be  brought 
into  the  house  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  Garland,  ol  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Wise  ob- 
jecting. Mr.  7''iomas  explained.  Unless  the  course 
which  he  had  proposed  was  taken;  there  v\as  a  pio- 
babilily  that  Ihe  bill  would  be  overlaid  and  lost.  If 
a  majority  of  the  house  wished  the  bill  to  pass,  they 
would  vole  for  the  motion.  JMr.  Wise  contended 
that  when  the  judiciary  cominiltee  had  repelled  this 
bill,  and  moved  its  reference  (o  a  committee  of  Ihe 
whole  on  (he  slate  of  (he  union,  their  jiirisdiclioii 
over  the  bill  ceased,  and  (hey  bad  no  right,  as  a  com- 
mittee, to  make  Ihe  present  motion.  The  Speaker 
pronounced  the  motion  in  order.  It  was  conforma- 
ble to  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  house.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan  remonstrated.  If  (his  subject  was  (o  be 
taken  up,  it  must  necessarily  postpone  all  other 
business,  as  it  would  inevitably  lead  lo  much  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  Stanley  advised  Mr.  Thomas,  accord- 
ing (o  his  own  doclrine  laid  down  a  few  days  since, 
to  wait  and  make  his  appeal  to  the  people.  In  the 
meanwhile,  he  would  move  to  lay  his  motion  on  (he 
table;  and  on  this  he  demandeil  the  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  taken  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  79, 
nays  93.  So  the  house  refused  lo  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  postpone  Ihe  mo- 
tion until  (o-moriow.  Lost:  Ayes  77,  noes  88. 
Mr.  Curtis  mo\ed  a  call  of  the  house.  Blr.  Mitchell 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted:  Yeas  8-1,  nays  9C.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  or.lerthe  call. 

The  question  was  (hen  put  on  discharging  (he 
commidee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  Ihe  union 
from  Ihe  further  custody  of  the  hill,  and  bringing  it 
now  into  Ihe  house  for  action,  and  decided  in  llie  af- 
firmative by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  100  nays  93.  JMr. 
Panis,  of  Maine,  iustanily  rose,  and  demandtd  ihe 
previous  question.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Miss.,  made  a 
question  of  order.  Could  the  previous  question  be 
moved  before  the  question  pending  was  staled  and 
put  lo  Ihe  house?  The  Chair  replied  in  the  nega- 
live,  and  pronounceil  Ihe  motion  of  Mr.  Parris  to  be 
out  of  order.  Mr.  Prentiss  then  look  Ihe  floor,  and 
with  great  animation  opposed  the  bill,  commenting 
wilh  severity  on  its  introduction  at  this  lale  inoment, 
and  the  preconceiled  movement  (v\hirh,  iwing  lo 
the  awkwardness  of  the  instrument,  had  fortunately 
failed)  to  lorce  it  through  Ihe  house  without  a  mo- 
ment's discussion.  He  pronounced  the  bill  lo  be 
the  last  struggle  of  the  sub-lre.asury  scheme,  Ihe 
last  hair  on  its  hide,  the  last  pupjiy  of  the  litlrr,  the 
rump  of  the  sub-treasury-bill.  That  bill  itself  had 
been  dead,  dead,  dead  and  buried,  and  the  locolrico 
worms  were  feeding  luxuriously  upon  it.  This  bill 
was  of  the  same  family;  let  it  go  down,  and  be 
gathered  to  its  fatheis     He  contended  that  the  bill 
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was  ab«iinl,  inasmncli  as  it  was  directed  as^aiiist  that  I  "It  liaviiig  been  deleriiiined  by  a  majority  ol'  tlie  |  adiniiiistralion  for  the  purse  strings  ol  the  pfople. 
wliich  liad  no  longer  any  existence.  Tlic  United  members  of  this  house  that  this  hill,  a  hifrhly  penal  He  said  he  should  go  on  and  speak  till  morning,  if 
Slates  Bank  was  d'ead;  it  now  had  neither  soul  nor  bill,  subjecting  llie  citizens  of  the  Ujiited  Slates  to  necessary,  or  lo  the  end  of  the  session,  il  his 
body  to  be  punished.  But  if  the  bill  w.-i9  meant  to  |  fine  and  imprisonment,  should  be  passed  by  the  !  strength  would  hold  out.  They  should  loose  this 
pnn'ish  the  P.nnsylvania  b.inU,  this  government  had  ■  operation  of  the  previous  question,  without  debate  I  bill  belore  they  got  another  still  more  needful  to 
nojiirisdiclion  in  the  case.  He  made  an  earnest  ap- j  or  discussion,  is  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
peal,  on  this  point,  to  the  advocates  of  state  rigliis  (Mr.  Prentiss)  in  order  in  obtaining  the  lloor,  and 
doctrine,  callin;;  them  to  the  rescue.  If  thegovern- I  consuming  the  time  of  the  house,  against  the  sense 
ment  could  punish  one   state  corporation,  it   might    and  intention  of  a  majority  of  said  inenibeis?" 

The  C/iair  deciiled  that  Mr.  Prentiss  was  in  order 


another,  and  so  no  stale  bank  or  state  instilutioi 
any  kind  was  safe.  As  to  the  old  dead  bank,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  many  around  him  who  would 
gladly  turn  resurrectionists,  ilig  up  the  dead  body, 
turn  that  hall  into  a  dissecting  room,  and  never  lay 
down  the  scalpel  till  every  muscle,  tendon,  artery, 
vein  and  nerve  had  been  laid  bare,  and  neither  form 
nor  substance  lelt. 

Mr.  Cu.ihmin  called  Mr.  Prentiss  to  order.  Mr. 
Prentiss  demanded  that  his  words,  to  which  excep- 
tion was  taken,  should  be  taken  down.  The  C/tair 
decided  that  he  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  in  a  slill  warmer  strain,  al- 
luded to  the  irritabilily  of  conscience  of  gentlemen, 
wluch  ob-cured  their  notions  of  order,  iicc.  He  con- 
tended thai  the  bill  must  be  practically  in  operation. 
On  whom  was  it  to  act!  on  Mr.  Biddle?  Well,  if 
they  seized  him  for  issuing  these  notes,  and  brought 
liim  before  the  house  to  answer,  his  first  plea  would 
be  to  the  jurisdiction,  and  he  would  contend  that  he 
was  amenable  to  the   penal   laws  of  his  own  slate 


Mr.  .iiltims  iiupiired  whether  his  question  and  the 
speaker's  decision  would  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
The  Chair  replied  in  the  affinnalive.  Mr.  Prentiss 
obtained  the  floor,  and  went  on  with  increased  ani- 
mation, expressing  his  joy  that  he  had  roused  the 
game,  and  called  up  the  hunters,  and  that  the  noble 
hounds  stood  on  every  side  straining  in  their  slips, 
and  ready  to  spring. 

Mr.  P.  spoke  a  gooil  deal  too  fast  for  us  to  report 
liiin.  He  compared  the  old  currency,  belore  llie  ex- 
periment, to  the  bread  of  the  people;  this  the  ad- 
ministration had  taken  away,  and  given  tlicin  a 
slone.  But,  <iot  satisfied  with  this,  they  now  envied 
them  their  little  ginger-cakes  of  these  poor  five  ilol- 
lar  bills,  (that  were  as  good  as  gold,  and  better,)  and 
wanted  to  take  this  last  remnant  of  the  good  times 
away.  It  was  cruel.  It  was  monslroiis.  He  could 
not  but  fancy  that  he  heanl  in  the  language  of  this 
bill  the  last  growls  of  the  old  Tennessee  lion.  How 
Id  it  make  his  eyes  (lash  and  lighten 


alone.  Congress  had  not  chartered  his  bank,  and  !  this  last  attack  on  Biddle  and  Biddle's  bank!  It 
had  no  cognizance  of  it  or  him.  Had  the  govern-  [  would  awaken  the  "^amlia  cerlaminis,"'  the  old 
nient  furnished  the  people  willi  so  good  a  currency  '  long-loved  joys  of  the  liglit,  and  be  almost  equal  lo 
that  they  wanted  to  take  away  these  last  remnants  a  glance  at  the  field  of  New  Orleans, 
of  what  was  left  them?  It  had  been  studying  the  |  This  aduiinistration  had  tried  to  wield  his  armor, 
mysteries  of  the  black  art,  and  trying  to  make  gold  but  they  might  as  well  take  David's  couise,  and 
as  plenty  as  paving  stones;  but,  like  the  alchymists,  i  put  it  oH',  for  it  was  loo  heavy  lor  tliein.  They 
it  had  succeeded  only  in  causing  what  the  country  !  wanted  to  play  the  part  of  S.impson,  but  they  seized 
had  to  go  o(f  in  the  fumes  of  its  alembic.  '  hold  on  the   strong  pillars  of  the    stale    alter  their 

He  here  gave  some  ludicrous  illustrations  of  the  |  locks  were  shorn.  It  was  vain  to  strive  against 
scarcity  of  gold  and  silver  at  the  south,  which  pro- I  the  will  and  wants  of  the  people.  The  govern- 
duced  much  merriment  in  apart  of  the  house.  He  ,  ment  might  as  well  attempt  to  enforce  an  assize  of 
commented  with  severity  on  the  plea  that  the  go- j  bread  as  to  control  the  bills  of  state  banks.  He  ap- 
vernment  was  opposed  lo  the  reissue  of  the  fives  of'  pealed  to  the  compassion  of  gentlemen.  He  hoped, 
the  good  old  bank  as  being  immoral;  ami,  still  more,  I  if  they  had  any  thing  of  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
en  the  bill  as  a  measure  of  economy.  The  great  ad-  [  ness  in  them,  they  would  considei  the  state  of  the 
ministration  whale  had  been  harpooned  to  death,  I  people  of  Mississippi.  When  lately  travelling 
and  was  now  in  its  dying  flurry;  he  was  for  b.ickmg  1  through  the  state,  he  had  discovered  that  the  silver 
the  boats  a  little,  and  enjoying  the  spectacle  of  its  ninepences,  that  used  to  be  hung  round  babies' 
flounces  and  plunges  while  it  kept  the  whole  sea  in  '  necks  by  a  string,  had  all  been  cut  olf  and  used  up, 
a  foam.  This  bill  was  one  of  the  last  blows  of  its  j  so  that  theinfants  of  Tennessee  could  not  gft  one 
tail.  As  to  these  five-dollar  bills,  the  people  were  of  thein  to  cut  their  teeth  upon.  [Loud  laughter.] 
the  best  judges  whether  they  were  good  money  or  I  The  administration,  by  this  bill,  were  passinga  tacit 
not;  if  not,  they  would  not  take  Ihein,  and  the  bank  'compliment  on  the  dead  bank;  the  paper  even  of  the 
would  issue  no  more  of  them,  and  so  the  bill  w.as  !  dead  bank  of  the  U.  S.  was  better  than  the  paperof 
needless.  If  the  bills  were  good  money,  and  the  this  living  government.  The  dead  Percy  was  bet- 
people  liked  it  and  wanted  it,  then  the  bill  made  war  ,  ter  than  the  live  Falstaff'.  It  was  said  that  when 
on  the  wishes  of  the  people;  and  as  lo  the  sin  of  the  '  great  jnlep  drinkers  died,  the  mint  was  seen  spring- 
matter,  they  did  not  need  that  the  government  should  ing  on  their  graves:  it  seemed  so  of  this  bank  of 
act  as  chancellor,  to  take  care  ol  their  conscience.  |  the  United  States;  though  it  was  dead,  its  money 
Would  the  great  Virginia  state-rights,  strict  con- I  still  continued  to  supply  the  people  with  their  best 
struclion  gentlemen  siilfer  a  bill  to  pass  which  made  currency.  Mr.  P.  continued  to  speak  willi  great 
so  flagrant  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  j  earnestness  for  some  time  longer,  when  he  resumed 
an  independent  state?  Would  the  gentlemen  from  '  his  seat,  and  was  followed  by 
Pennsylvania  stand  tamely  by  and  witness  such  an  j  Mr.  IFise,  who,  after  a  discursive  preamble, 
insult  to  their  state  sovereignly?  Thi.?  bill  forbade  I  which  he  glanced  at  various  matters  and  thin 
one  of  their  banks  to  issue  a  certain  description  of '  connected  with  the  policy  and  practice  ol  the  ad- 
bills.  Now,  suppose  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- j  ministration,  set  himself  to  work  to  dissect  the  bill 
nia  should  direct  and  require  the  bank  to  issue  th.at  j  going  through  i's  provisions  seriatim.  On  first  risin;; 
very  kind  of  bills;  whose  will  was  to  be  law?  Must  he  said  that  if  he  could  have  a  clear  understanding 
the  stale  go  down?  Must  she  knuckle?  Must  she  ]  that  the  house  would  now,  wulhont  further  discu 
see  her  citizens  punished  (or  obeying  her  laws?    Mr.  |sion,  or   calling  of  the   previous   question,   give  a 


P.  was  coin[iaring  the  bill  to  Satan  wading  through 
chaos,  when  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Stanley  to  ailjoum. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Bronson  demanded  the  yeas 
nays,  wiiich  were  ordered.  Mr.  Adams  inquired 


ote  on  the  bill,  he  would,  with  that  vie 
that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table.  Much  noise  and 
confusion  ensued.  Some  cried  "agreedl"  Others 
"no,  no."     Others  "go  on." 

Mr.  .idams,  deeming  the   bill  too   important  to 


ol  the  chair  whether,  if  the  house  should  refuse  lo  :  pass  without  deliberate  discussion,  wished  to  make 
adjourn,  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  lose 
his  right  to  the  floor?  The  Chair  replied  that,  in 
strictness,  he  would;  by  courtesy,  however,  it  had 
been  unusual  to  allow  a  gentleman,  in  such  circum- 
stances, to  retain  the  floor.  He  had  no  right  to 
und>'r  the  rules. 

Mr'  jidams  made  a  point  of  order. 

The  Chair  said  this  was  out  of  order,  pending  a 
motion  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
on  llie  question  of  adjournment,  and  resulled  as  fol- 
lows: Y.-as  16,  nays  142.  So  (he  house  refused  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Adams  now  made  his  point  of  order.  He 
said  it  had  been  decided  by  the  house  that  this  bill 
was  to  be  rammed  down  the  throats  of  the  minority 
wiihout  any  discussion,  and  now  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  was  presuming  to  discuss  it.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  the  gentleman  was  in  order. — 
[Liughter.] 


motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr 
Wise,  however,  concluded  not  to  resign  (he  floor, 
md  avowed  his  resolution  to  speak  till  he  had  de- 
stroyed every  bill  which  would  otiieiwise  go  to  the 
t  senate,  unless  the  advocates  of  the  bill  would  give 
up  their  purpose  of  rushing  such  a  measure  through 
the  house  at  this  hour  of  the  session.  • 

Some  cried  "very  well — go  on  and  do  it." 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  about  the  postponement 
of  his  motion  to  so  late  a  moment.  He  had  been 
urged  to  make  it  earlier,  but  his  reply  was;  that  the 
house  could  take  this  up  after  it  had'despa(ched  the 
senate  bills,  &c. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose,  and  with  great  warmth  exclaim- 
ed this  is  no  explanation.  [Cries  of  ordrr,  order!! 
1  am  a  Pennsylvanian,  [order!]  and  I  will  not  sit 
tamely  here  and  sec  her  institutions  stabbed  to  the 
heart.  [The  cries  of  order  and  (he  confusion  in 
the  house  were  increasing,   when    (h"  sp 


aker  or- 


The  Chair  required   Mr.   Adams   to  reduce   his  j  dereil  Mr.  N.  to  take    his   seat.]     Mr.    Wise  then 
qiieslion  of  order  to  wriling.  proceeded,    comparing    the     proceedings    of    tl~ 


m  through  the  house. 
Mr.  Cambreleng.  And  who  will  sufl'er? 
Mr.  Il'isc  expressed  great  indigfiation  at  tl.is  at- 
tempt lo  force  a  measure  by  threatening  the  sull'er- 
ing  of  the  nation;  but  warned  Mr.  C.  that  his  vic- 
tim was  not  within  the  reach  of  his  spring.  There 
remained  a  bill  behind,  a  money  bill,  on  which  the 
house  hail  still  a  hold;  and  he  trusted  they  would 
re.sort  to  the  stronghold  of  their  Saxon  ancestors, 
and  withhold  the  supplies  until  their  tyrants  let  go 
their  grasp.  The  administration  wouid  yei  have  lo 
come  to  the  house  as  siipplianis  before  the  session 
elapseil,  or  they  could  nol  keep  their  wheels  agoing 
for  ninety  days.  The  very  measure  which  the 
chairman  had  so  earnestly  deprecated,  and  about 
the  evils  of  which  he  had  uttered  such  doleful  pre- 
dictions, as  throwing  the  government  into  the  hands 
of  Nick  Biddle,  tStc,  that  very  measure  was  now 
his  only  hope:  and  the  gentlemen  would  come  beg- 
ging the  house  to  adopt  it  as  a  last  resort,  viz.  the 
sale  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  stock.  He  Iheii 
went  into  the  analysis  of  the  bill,  and  continued  to 
speak  against  it  with  great  vehemence  till  half  past 
8  o'clock;  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Jenifer'to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Prentiss  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay.',  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  thein:  Ayes  17,  noes  73. 
No  quorum.  The  question  on  ailjoiiriiinent  was 
taken  by  tellers;  when  the  ayes  being  but  -12,  the 
motion  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  IIVsc  was  about  to  proceed,  when  Mr.  Tay- 
lor Webster  insisted  on  the  rule  which  forbids  a 
member  (o  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  ques- 
tion without  leave. 

The  Chair,  said  if  a  gentleman  yielded  the  floor 
for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  he  could  not,  in  strictness, 
retain  any  right  to  resume  it  after  that  question 
should  be  decided  iri  the  negative;  but  if  he  then 
first  addressed  the  chair,  (as  Mr.  W.had  now  done,) 
he  was  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Wise  (hanked  the  speaker  for  the  decision,  and 
commented,  with  some  severity,  on  such  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  a  practice  established  by  a  courtesy 
of  the  house  fur  forty-nine  years.  Hewas  happy  to 
find  tliat  ho  was  still  among  gentlemen.  He  then 
proceeded  in  his  dissection  of  (he  bill,  (aking 
various  grounds  of  exception  to  it,  but  the  reporter 
was  too  much  exhausted  to  be  able  to  secure  a 
minute  report  of  the  speech. 

Mr.  Jenifer  next  addressed  the  house,  comment- 
ing wi(hgrea(  severity  not  only  on  the  hill,  but  on 
the  course  of  (he  adininislradon  generally,  its  in- 
fluence over  (he  house,  the  rewards  ol  lavoriles,  es- 
pecially of  such  as  had  been  discarded  by  (he  pto- 
ple:  alluding  in  terms  which  could  scarcely  be  mis- 
understood, and.  in  some  cases,  by  name,  to  those 
not  now  members  of  either  house,  but  who  held  of- 
fice as  a  recompense  for  votes  given,  &.c.  (A  full 
report  of  fllr.  J. 'a  remarks  will  be  given  herealler.) 
Mr.  J.  spoke  till  half  past  10;  when 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  New  York,  moved  llie  previous 
question.  Mr.  Scrgfffii/,  of  Pennsylvania,  appealed 
lo  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  but  in  vain.  Mr. 
Martin  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  but  subsequently  withdrew  that 
demand;  which  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Robertson. 

Mr.  il/cATpjinan  made  an  appeal  to  Mr.  Andrews 
to  wKhdraw  his  call;  but  with  no  belter  success 
than  Mr.  Sergeant.  Mr.  Duncan  called  him  to 
order. 

Mr.  Naijlor,  amidst  the  cries  of  order!  order!  and 
much  noise,  made  (he  same  appeal.  The  Sjicaker 
ordered  Mr.  N.  to  take  his  seat. 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  house  was  negatived 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  .54,  nays  115. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  )iut,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  (ollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alhcrton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
head,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cleveland.  Coles  Connor,  Crary.  Cushman.  Davee, 
DeGraff.  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Fairfield.  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Grantland,  Gray, 
Grilfin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hawkins,  Hoit,  Hop- 
kins, Howarri,  Hiibley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keirn, 
Kemble,  Klingensrnilh,  Leadbetter,  Lewis.  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McCkllan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore.  Morgan,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker.  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter.    Petrikin,    Phelps,     Pratt,    John    H.   Prerdii 


Mr.  A.  did  so,   and   otfered   it  in  the    following  !  house  lo  the  game  of  "catch-who-catchcan."  and  ;  Reily.    Rives,   Sherter,    Spencer     Stuart    Taylor, 
form:  I  characterized  the    bill    as   the  last   grapple  of  the  |  Thomas,  Titus,  Towns.  Turney.  \  ail,  \  anderveer. 
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Wagener,    Webster,  Weeks,  T.   T.  Whittlesey,  J. 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 87 

NAYs— iVlessrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg.  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Cham- 
bers, Cheaiham,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewin'',  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holfman,  Jenifer,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lincoln,  J.  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mrrcer, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  P'eck,  Phillips,  Potts,  S. 
S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Robert- 
son. Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Albert  S.  Wnite,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  VVil- 
iams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.H.Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Yorke— 79. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading:  and 
having  been  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  the 
question  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Connor  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
JVise  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  seconding  it: 
but  they  were  again'refused.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded: the  previous  question  was  then  put  and 
carried;  and  the  bill  was  passed.  Mr.  Wise  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken, 
(he  having  voted  in  the  affirmative  with  this  in- 
tent.) 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  ma.le  and  negatived: 
Ayes  70,  noes  85. 

Mr.  Parker  now  moved  a  reconsideration,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded, put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  reconsidering,  it  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

The  house  then,  at  half  past  11  o'clock,  ad- 
journed. 

Siturday.Juti/T.  Mr.  Adams  resamed  the  floor  in 
support  of  his  amendment  on  the  subject  of  Texas, 
and  continued  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  till  it  ex- 
pired. He  was  in  that  part  of  his  argument  in  which 
he  charges  on  the  last  and  present  administrations 
a  course  of  duplicity  and  hostility  in  regard  to  Mex- 
ico, and  a  covert  design  from  the  beginning  to  w 
from  her  the  province  of  Texas.  In  illustration  of 
this  position  he  read  several  documents,  and  in  par 
ticular  a  letter  from  p,'esident  Jackson  to  Mr.  Ful- 
ton, no.v  of  the  senate,  proving  that  he  was  at  th 
time  it  was  written  (Dec.  10,  1830)  fully  apprized 
of  the  existence  of  a  secret  conspiracy,  with  gov 
Houston  at  its  head,  to  effect  this  object,  and  was 
utterly  hostile  to  its  accomplishment.  The  reading 
of  this  letter  was  listened  to  with  profuniul  atten- 
tion. Mr.  A.  had  not  finished  his  remarks  when  the 
morning  hour  expired. 

iMr.  Howard  suggested  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  reception  of  reports  from  committees 
which  was  done  by  general  consent,  when  several 
reports  were  made. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  move  that,  immediately  alter  recess, 
Mr.  .Adams  be  allowed  to  proceed  and  conclude  his 
remarks,  and  that  time  be  afforded  for  a  reply,  and 
on  this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them,  and  then  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  army  bill 
was  reported  by  the  military  committee  with  cer- 
tain a.uentlinents. 

After  some  debate  concerning  the  amendments 
between  Messrs.  Ewing,  McKatf,  and  Mercer, 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  previous 
question,  wiiich  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried, 
and  the  hill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Hiward  called  up  the  motion  made  by  .Mr. 
Robertson,  of  Virginia,  yesterday,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  laying  on  the  table  a  motion  to  print  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  president's  message  in  re- 
lation to  the  correspondence  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  Mexico. 
;^  The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  disclaimed  all  wish  to  suppress  any  part 
of  this  corri.'Spondence  which  was  of  any  import- 
ance, his  object  having  been  merely  to  avoid  the 
expanse  of  printing  a  vast  mass  of  what  was  of  no 
moment  to  the  subject.  He  had  not  the  remotest 
desire  to  prevent  the  fullest  and  freest  inquiry.  He 
desired  not  to  be  on  the  committee. 

.'Vfter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Robertson,  and 
Koerett,  Mr.  Robertson's  resolution  tor  referring  the 
papers  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  select  such  as 
should  be  printed,  prevailed  ;  and  Messis.  Robert- 
sou,  Everett,  and  Crary  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Ribertson  moved  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
eolulions  moved  by  him  calling  for  information  on 
th;'  subject  of  fraudulent  cambirnlions  and  conspi- 
racies to  keep  down  the  price  of  public  lands. 
Th^  rules  v.'ere   suspended,  and  the  lesohuion-i 


adopted  ;  but  the  motion  was  subsequently  recon- 
sidered, and  the  resolutions  modified  by  leaving  out 
certain  expressions,  to  which  Mr.  Cashing  strenu- 
ously objected,  and  substituting  others,  when  the 
resolutions,  as  modified,  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  senate  bills. 

The  bill  under  consideration  yesterday,  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  was  again  taken  up,  and  debated  at 
length  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Lyon,  W.  C.  Johnson,  and 
Lewis;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  pub- 
lic lauds  under  the  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834,  was 
taken  up,  debated  by  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Johnson,  and 
Lijon,  and,  having  been  amended  so  as  to  allow  time 
for  inquiry,  was  passed. 

Tile  following  senate  bills  were  passed  with  little 
or  no  debate,  viz. 

An  act  to  authorize  Charles  Day,  of  Macon,  and 
James  R.  Potts,  of  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  import 
tree  of  duties  two  iron  steamboats,  &.c. 

An  act  to  refund  to  the  Geoigia  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad 
iron. 

An  act  to  refund  certain  duties  upon  railroad 
iron,  paid  by  the  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad 
Company. 

The  bill  to  restrict  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
as  a  currency  in  the  District  nf  Columbia,  came  up 
next  in  order;  but,  before  any  action  was  had  upon 
it,  the  hour  of  recess  arrived,  and 

The  house  took  the  ordinary  recess. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

An  act  relating  to  restricting  the  circulation  of 
small  notes  as  a  currency  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. This  pending  question  being  taken  up  after 
the  recess, 

Mr.  Thomas  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  moved  to  strike  out  "  April  next,"  as  the 
time  after  which  small  notes  are  not  to  be  issued, 
and  insert  "  August  next." 

Mr.  R.  Garland  was  opposed  to  the  occupation 
of  another  evening  session  by  the  penal  bills  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Thomas.)  The 
last  evening  had  been  so  spent,  and  that,  Mr.  G. 
thought  was  enough;  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  ;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered. 
Mr.  Mercer  requested  that  the  speaker  would  as- 
certain if  there  was  a  quorum  present.  The  Spea- 
ker counted,  and  ascertained  that  there  were  112 
members  present.  Mr.  Mercer  asked  a  call  of  the 
house.  Refused.  A  reconsideration  of  this  vote 
was  next  asketl.  Decided  in  the  affirmative  :  Ayis 
51,  noes  45.  The  house  again  refused  the  call. 
The  Speaker  again  counted  the  house  ;  there  was 
exactly  a  quorum  (122)  of  members  present.  I'he 
question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gar- 
land, to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following 
54,  nays  74. 

Mr.  C/iapman  demanded  the  previous  question 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  order 
edtobe  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  De 
cided  affirmatively.  When?  Decided  to  be  read  a 
third  time  now.  The  bill  was  then  read,  and  it  was 
passed  as  it  came  from  the  senate. 

This  hill  came  back  from  the  senate,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  referred  to  the  cornniitlee  of 
the  whole.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr."  Canibrelcng, 
the  liouse  went  into  the  committee  of  the  wlude. 

Mr.  CambrelenguwveA  to  take  up  senate  bill  321, 
being  an  act  to  authorize  tlie  sale  of  certain 
bonds  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, suggested  that  the  harbor  bill  being  under 
consideration  when  the  committee  rose  hid'nre,  that 
bill  had  better  be  taken  up.  Mr.  C^mire/eng  Ihonghl 
it  would  not  be  in  order,  as  that  bill  was  a  house 
bill,  and  the  time  had  passed  for  the  senale  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  Chair  decided  that  the  (new)  har- 
bor bill  was  in  order,  it"  the  house  chose  to  act  upori 
it.  Mr.  Whittlese;/  suggested  that  the  afternoon 
ought  not  to  be  spent  in  a  fruitless  debate  upon 
priority  of  business.  Mr.  Cnshman  moved  to  lay 
the  (new)  harbor  hill  aside.  Mr.  il/rrccr  said  that 
an  amendment  to  it  was  pending.  The  Chair  said 
that  the  ipiestion  was  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  (new)  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Duncan  rose 
to  support  that  motion.  Mr  Tl/uZ/on/ raised  a  point 
ot  order,  that  a  motion  to  lay  a  bill  aside  in  commit- 
tee was  equivalent  to  laying  it  on  the  table  in  the 
house,  and  was  of  course  now  first  in  order.  Mr. 
Bond  supported  this  view.  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Dun- 
can, and  other  gentlemen,  were  all  addressing  the 
chair  at  the  same  time,  and  there  was  much  confu- 
sion, and  loud  cries  of  order! 

The  CArti'r  decided  that  the  motion  to  lay  a  bill 
a'ide  was  in  order,  and  now  debateable.     An  ap- 


peal was  taken  from  this  decision.     Mr.  Polk  sup- 
ported the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  house  confirmed  that  decision  :  and  the  (new) 
harbor  bill  was  laid  aside ;  and  the  bill  moved  by 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  as  above,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  ]Vise  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  wliat  change  had  occurred  in  the 
affairs  of  the  countr\',  to  remove  the  objections  to 
this  measure  which  that  gentleman  had  himself  so 
recently  urged  ?  It  had  been  denounced  by  him  as 
a  measure  favorable  to  the  schemes  of  Nicholas 
Biddle,  &.c. ;  and  why  had  it  become  so  great  a  fa- 
vorite so  suddenly  ? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  opposed,  in  principle,  to 
this  mode  of  making  a  loan,  and  had  come  into  the 
measure  reluctantly,  and  only  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity This  necessity  arose  from  the  large  amount 
of  appropriations  which  had  been  made  by  this 
congress  already,  and  frorn  the  probability  that 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  would 
purchase  up  the  treasury  notes  which  are  to  be  re- 
issued under  the  law  of  congress.  He  hoped  mem- 
bers of  both  parties  would  unite,  and  put  it  in  the 
power  of  government  to  make  use  of  this  stock,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  Undericood  WAS  glad  to  see  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  was  disposed 
to  regard  this  measure  with  a  better  temper  than  at 
the  extra  session,  when  he  had  denounced  it  (offer- 
ed by  members  of  the  opposition)  as  emanating 
from  the  mint  of  Nick  Biddle.  He  had  said  that 
the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  place  the  go- 
vernment in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  thought  so  now  ;  but  this 
bill  provides  that  these  bonds  may  be  sold  abroad. 

Mr.  Underwood  could  not  see  that  the  explanation 
alfected  the  aigument  at  all.  He  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  had  shown  that  he  could  change  his  opinions 
to  suit  occasions  and  circumstances,  and  he  (Mr, 
U.)  hoped  that  by  this  time  that  gentleman  was 
convinced  that  his  (Mr.  U.'s)  course  at  the  extra 
session  was  not  so  outrageous  as  be  had  then  repre- 
sented it. 

Mr.  Bell  made  some  sfatcmenls  as  to  Ihe  absence 
or  indefiniteness  of  the  estiujates  laid  before  the 
house  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  treasury,  and  as 
to  Ihe  extent  of  that  necessity  which  was  alleged 
as  the  motive  for  raising  money  by  forcing  the  ^ale 
of  this  stock.  Since  the  extra  session,  the  question 
had  been  whether  the  wants  of  the  government 
should  be  met  by  issuing  treasury  notes,  or  making 

loan.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
nd  means  had  stated  that  no  loan  was  necessary  ; 
and  that  the  resources  of  the  government  uere  ad- 
equate without  such  an  expedient.  And  now  it 
was  seriou.sly  proposed  by  him  to  resort  to  that  very 
expedient.  Air.  Bell  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  evidence  of  the  assertion  made  by  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, at  the  extra  session,  that  the  resources  of 
the  government  were  adequate  to  meet  its  wants. 
Yeas  i  without  a  loan.  He  reminded  the  house  that  this 
stock  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  as  a  part  of  the  funds 
u])on  which  the  issue  of  the  new  treasury  notes  was 
based,  and  that  that  stock  could  not  (if  there  was 
any  thing  in  that  argument,)  be  withdrawn,  in  good 
faith.  He  read  froui  Mr.  Cambreleng's  speeches, 
in  order  to  corroborate  this  allegation  of  inconsis- 
tency. 

Mr.  Pope  said  the  question  was  not  what  this 
member  said,  nor  what  that  member  said,  on  this 
subject  last  fall ;  but  whether  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed was  or  was  not  expedient  and  proper  to  be 
adopted  at  this  time.  Is  it  necesaary  to  sell  this 
stock  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment? That  is  Ihe  true  question  which  was  now 
to  be  settled.  Nor  was  there  any  need,  in  his  opin- 
ion, of  so  much  talk  about  Biddle  and  the  bank,  in 
connexion  with  this  argument.  Biddle's  bank  had 
nothing  more  to  do  with  the  treasury  notes  than 
Girard's  bank,  or  any  other  bank.  All  had  the  same 
opportunity  to  buy  them  np  for  their  interests,  and 
probably  would  do  so,  if  they  pleased.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  this  stock,  unless  the  case 
were  clearly  made  out  that  it  was  necessary  to  do 


Mr.  Wisesali  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
f  ways  and  means  had  charged,  as  usual,  the  con- 
gress of  the  nation  with  the  bankruptcy  of  the  gov- 
ernment; and  now  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  ask  the 
gentleman  if  there  was  any  communication  from 
the  executive  as  to  the  necessity  of  selling  this 
stock  ? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  by  recapitulaing  the  ap- 
propriation bills  that  had  been  already  passed  by 
this  congress,  some  of  which  were  of  a  novel  and 
unusual  chaiacter;  four  and  a  hall  millions  of  such 
appropriations  had  been  made  within  ten  days,  and 
of  course  could  not  have  been  contemplated  in  tha 
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estimates  upon  vvliicli  thecommiinications  from  the 
treasury  to  congress  were  lourjilecl. 

Mr.  IVUe  commented  upon  tlie  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration as  to  tliis  and  kindred  measures,  and 
replied  at  large  to  the  arguments  in  vindication  ol 
bringing  forward  this  proposition,  adduced  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  ordered  to  be 
reported  to  the  house. 

The  committee  then  took  up  and  acted  upon  the 
following  .senate  bills: 

An  act  to  allow  a  drawback  on  imported  hemp 
when  manufactured  into  cordage  and  exported. 
On  motion,  liid  aside. 

An  act  to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  On  the  motion  to  lay  this  bill  aside, 
there  were  ayes  40,  noes  52.     No  quorum. 

Another  count  was  called  for,  and  the  house  be- 
ing counted  again,  there  were  ayes  42,  noes  82.  So 
the  motion  to   lav  the  bill  aside  was  rejecled 


The 


Mr.  rAam6crs  ottered  another  amendment,  which, '  the  floor.     After  some  eliort,  lie  former  proceeded, 
after  debate,  was   adopted,  .ind  the   bill   ordered  to  |  but  was  not    heard   by  the   reporter. _   He  had   pro 


rep.irted  to  the  house.  Mr.  Scrf;*aut  moved  that 
the  coinmillee  rise.  The  motion  prevailed.  The 
bill  authonxin"  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  ;)«sscrf. 

The  New  York  fire  bill,  as  amended,  came  up  in 
order. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabic, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion.  On 
the  question  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  no  quo- 
rum voted.  After  a  while,  tlie  same  question  was 
again  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Cushni.in's 
inolion  (to  lay  on  the  table)  were  ordered.  That 
question  w,is  decided  in  the  negative  by  (he  follow- 
ing vote:  Yeas  53,  nays  S7.  So  the  bill  was  not 
laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  Hnrmon demanded  the  pre- 
vious question.  Ordered;  put:  Shall  this  hill  pass! 
Caiiied  in  the  adirmative  without  a  count.  So  the 
bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sherrod   M'illidim  moved  to  reconsider  the 


bill  W.1S  then  read  at  large  by  the  clerk.     Mr.  Hoff-  '  vote  whereby  Ihe  house  yesterday  laid  on  the  fable 

mrin  defended  this  bill  with  great  zeal  and  earnest-  the    bill   from  the   senate  with   regard   to  theial- 

noss   and  stated  tlie  circumstances  upon  which  the  mouth  ai.d  Alexandria  Kail  Koad  company, 

claiu'is  of  the  sud'erers  hv  the  N'ew  York  coufUgra-  Mr.  Mallory  moved    to   lay  file  motion  to  recon 

tion  lor  the   remission  of  the  .luti.s  upon  the  burnt  shier  on  the  table-Ayes  75,  noes  64.     So  th( 

goods  were    based.     He    hoped  it  would  be  acted  lion  to  lay  on  the  table  to  reconsider  prevaik.l 

upon  at  once    bv  the  house.     Mr.  Pelrildii  would  The   harbor   bill   came  back   Irom    the   se 


So  the  mo- 
iled, 
senate, 


not  say  many  words  on  tliis  subject.     He  was  op-    amended 


posed  to  the  bill,  and  woulil  move  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause.  Mr.  Cushiiwn  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  as  a  proposition  'hat  the  United  Slates  con- 
fess should  resolve  itself  into  an  insurance  office. 
Tf  tills  bill  were  to  be  passeil,  the  next  thing  that 
would  be  heard  would  be  a  similar  applicalion  for 
relief  from  the  consequences  of  Ihe  recent  confla- 
gration ill  Charleston,  Soutli  C.uolina.  Mr.  Cam- 
bicleng  answered  these  obj'-ctions,  and  showed  the 
distinction  between  the  principle  assumed  by  Mr. 
Cushman,  and  th.at  on  which  tliis  bill  was  based. 
He  explained  that  so  far  from  the  monstrous  sums 
being  remitted,  which  .Mr.  Ciishiuaii  had  stated,  the 
whole  amount  of  such  bonds  was  but  $911,001),  and 
that  the  bill  proposed  a  commission  to  inquire  into 
the  title  for  relief  of  claimants  under  the  bill.  He 
defended  tlie  bill  with  some  particularity,  and  hoped 
that  the  committee  would  report  it  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Underwood  opposed  the  bill:  though,  if  it  were 
modified  in  some  particulars  which  he  suggested,  he 
wouhl  go  for  it.  Mr.  C/tttmbers  would  vote  against 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  he 
wished  the  bill  to  be  modified  before  he  could  vote 
for  it.     Mr.  Ecerett  took  llie  same  ground,  and  sent 


A  motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which 


led,  but  a  little  way,  when  Mr.  ha'riwu  called 
him  to  Older.  The  Cnair  asked  liini  to  ndiice  his 
point  of  Older  to  writing.  He  did  so:  and  callcil 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  I'lfrikiii) 
to  order  lor  saying  "the  price  of  Ihe  KenlurKv  de- 
legation is  $'2ll,«l)0."  This  Ihe  Clicir  deciil.d  out 
of  order,  and  the  comii;ittee,  by  a  large  vote,  re- 
lused  Mr.  I'etiikin  leave  to  goon.  Mr.  Umican 
rose,  hut,  having  been  reliised  permission  to  pro- 
ceed, objection  was  made  to  his  going  on.  He  said 
he  held  a  book  in  his  hand,  [undersiood  to  be  Mr. 
Bond's  s]ieech,]  out  of  which  he  wished  to  make  a 
speech.  But,  if  Ihe  committee  would  permit  him 
to  write  it  nut,  and  call  if  his  spe<  cli  in  conimitlee 
ol  the  whole,  he  would  desist.  Loud  cries  ol  ngiced! 
from  all  quarters  of  the  house  ensued,  and  Mr. 
Duncan  sat  down. 

Mr.  Hottd  hoped  that  his  colleague  would  slate 
in  such  written  speech  that  it  was  not  delivered  in 
the  presence  of  the  member  to  whom  it  was  a  re- 
ply. The  pending  amendment  of  the  senate  was 
then  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  a  proposition  to  strike 
out  $70,000  for  the  improvement  of  Red  river. 

Mr.  Rice  f;i;r/nn</ opposed  this  amendment.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  itliadbeen  adopted  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  senate  as  to  the  adequacy  of  a 
former  appropriation  for  the  same  purpose.     Mr. 


did  not  prevail.     On  motion!  the  amendmenis  of  the  I  Henry  Johmon  earne.«tly  hoped  the  committee  would 


senate  were  referred  to  a  committee  ol  the  whole 

The  post  route  bill  came  back  from  the  senate, 
amended. 

The  amendments  as  to  routes  were  first  acted  on, 
and  concurred  in. 

I'hat  making  railroads  post-roads,  and  regulating 
the  cost  of  carrying  the  mails  thereon,  came  next 
in  order.  It  was  amended,  and  then  this  amend- 
ment v\  as  adopted. 

That  proposing  to  strike  out  the  section  going  to 
abolish  the  express  mail  came  next,  and,  pending 
the  same,  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Mondny  next.  Mr. 
Briggs  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  concurred 
in,  and  that  the  motion  to  postpone  would  not  pre- 
vail. After  some  further  discussion  of  this  amend- 
ment, Mr.  Chapman  moved  the  previous  question. 
Ordered.  Put.  And  the  house  concurred  with  the 
senate  in  the  amendment,  striking  out  the  house 
section,  abolishing  the  express  mail.  Ayes  82, 
noes  5:5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.    Cambrelen/;,  the   house  went 


ndment    to  the  chair,  whicirhe  sliould  move  '  into  committee  of  the   whole,  (Mr.    McKennan  in 


to  the  bill,  if  the  pending  nu-tion  sliould  not  prevail 
Mr.  Curtis  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Ha:npshire  had  been  greatly  in  error  as  to  the 
amount  the  bill  would  keep  out  of  the  treasury. 
He  stated  the  etiecis  to  be  attained  by  tliis  bill. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Everett's  amendment.  Mr. 
P/ullips  hoped  that  the  committee  would  not  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause,  but  would  pass  the  bill 
with  the  amendmsnt  of  Mr.  Everett.  Mr.  .^Iher- 
ton  could  see  no  principle  upon  which  this  bill 
should  be  passed.  Mr.  ftcei  s.iid  thit  goods  had 
been  imported  to  take  the  place  in  the  market  of 
those  destroyed  by  fire,  and  duties  had  been  paid  on 
them.  The  government  diil  not  want  to  collect  the 
duties  twice.  He  could  see  no  principle  upon 
which  this  bill  shoild  not  be  pass-d.     Mr  ,'ldam 


chair.) 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  hoped  the  committee  would 
proceed  in  order  with  the  calendar  of  bilks  before 
them.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  In- 
dian annuity  bill  as  it  came  back,  amended,  from 
the  senate.  This  inolion  pievailed,  and  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  were  read. 

Mr.  Ecerett  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ments; which  was  adopted,  and  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  were  concurre.l  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  harbor  bill  was 
next  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  of  the  senate, 
referred  to  the  committee,  were  reail.  Some  of 
thi>m  having  been  read  and  concurred  in,  Mr.  Pe- 
trikin  hoped  tiiat  the  amendments  would  not  be  con 
curred  in 


non  concur  in  the  amendment.  The  amendment 
was,  however,  concurred  in. 

And  the  committee,  on  motion,  rose,  and  reported 
the  bills  acted  on. 

The  Indian  annuity  bill  was  tiiken  iij),  Ihe  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  to  fire  senate's  amend- 
ments concurred  in,  and  the  latter  were  then  adopt- 
ed. 

The  harbor  bill  was  next  taken  up;  and  Mr. 
Sherrod  Williams  propo.Md  an  amendment  (o  the 
amendments  of  the  senate,  which  was  decided  to  be 
out  of  Older.  Mr.  Grant  di'manded  Ihe  previous 
question;  which  was  ordered  to  be  ]uit.  Mr.  I'ope 
would  like  the  question  to  betaken  on  concurrence 
with  the  senate  in  two  of  Ihe  amendments.  Order- 
ed. Mr.  Hobcrlson  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table.  Lost.  The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
senate  were  then  concurred  in. 

The  fortification  bill  came  back  from  the  senate 
amended,  by  adding  a  proviso  that,  for  the  current 
year,  only  50  per  centum  of  any  appropriation  over 
SI5.009  should  be  expended.  Mr.  .McAV/y  moved 
on  amendment.  Mr.  (V^rydeinanded  the  previous 
question.  Ordered.  Put.  Senate  aineiirlmenl.s 
concurred  in.  Some  private  bills  from  the  senate, 
whose  amendments  were  then  taken  up  and  con- 
curred in. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  public 
lands  under  the  act  of  the  IDth  June,  1834.  This 
bill  came  back  from  the  senate,  where  it  oiittinated, 
with  a  house  amendment  [proposing  delay  for  in- 
jury:] non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  Word  hoped  that  the  house  would  recede 
from  its  amendment,  and  that  this  bill  would  pass 
as  it  came  from  the  senate.  He  defended  the 
claimants  from  the  aspersions  against  them,  upon 
which   this  amendment  had  been  based,  with    ear- 


contended  that  Ihe  principle  of  the  bill  was  one  of  |  out  Sl'O.OOII  for  the  ''"r.foveDient  of  the  Cumber- 
mere  iu'^tice  To  collect  the  .lulies  on  goods  de-  |  lan.l  river,  above  Nashville,  having  been  real,  Mr. 
strove  1  under  these  circumstances  would  be  an  act  |  Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  non  concur  and  went 
of  m.st  tyrannical  injustice:  an  J  it  would  be  a  dis-  intoasou.ewhat  lengthen.Mlopposi  ion  totheamenc- 
grace  to  the  nation  to  extort  these  duties  from  those  j  ment.  Mr.  Underwood  hoped  that  the  house  would 
who  have  already  sulfered  so  much 


The  motion  to' strike  out  the  enacting  clause  was 
rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Everett  was  a.lopted. 

M-.  Chambers  moved  the  addition  of  an  ameiid- 
m^it,  of  which  we  could  not  obtain  a  copy,  but 
which  made  exceptions  in  c  ise  of  goods  insured. 
Mr.  Curtis  hop=d  this  amendment  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  question  of  insurance  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  matter.  He  was  proceed- 
in;  to  expl.iiu  this,  when  he  yi.dded  to  the  sugges- 
tio^n  of  a  member,  and  said  he  would  leave  the 
house  to  vote  upon  the  ain:ndni:-iit,  wilhout  further 
discussion.  Mr.  Pope  was  undeistood  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  the  bill,  as  one  of  dangerous  precedent,  and 
<•"  extending  to  every  case  of  individual  loss.     Mr. 


Mr.  Duncan  resumed  his 
th'^i'the  amendment  of 'Mr.  Chamberi  was  reject-  I  spoke  in  favor  of  the  clause  in  the 
ed.     Mr.  C/i<M«6ersopposed  the  whole  bill.     There    be  stricken  out  bv  the  senate      "«  "J^' "^^='1^'";^" 
was  no  principle   in   i    wliich  did    not  apply  to  the    allusion  to  something  said   by  Mr.  Duncan,  when 
sTcond lirhaser  equally  well  with   the  importer;  I  Mr.    Lincoln   called   him   to  order  for   irrelevancy 
nd  it  would  b;  an  act  to  put  the  money  ol  the  go- 


/foff'/nan  said  a  word  bv  wav   of  explanation,  and  I  his  seat.     ,,       ,  .    ..     ,■,,  j, 

.  •"    .  .        -.  -r-,.-  v., kJ ,  ,„;o„t    I  .poke  in  favor  of  the  clause  in  the  bill  proposed  to 


and  11  woui:i  n;  an  aci  lo  pui  lilt;  iii'-iicj  >M  lii-  ^u-    ....  -■.-■  --^,  -    ^-  ,        ^       p,,,,,.  ,..n„iH 

vernnent  into  the  pockets  of  individual  merchants.  I  ther,  having  been  called  to  order.  Mr_  Pope  would 
Amotion  was  m,vle  to  lay  aside  [not  to  report]  ',  not  put  the  committee  to  the  trouble  ofsaving  whe- 
tliis  bill  Tellers  w-rcor.lered— Vves  .52,  noes  01.  thei  or  not  he  was  in  order.  H-  resumeil  nis  seat. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  was  rejected.        |  Mr.   Pelrikia  and  Mr.   Sherrod   11  dhams  claimed 


nestness  and  zeal.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi, 
The  amendment  of  the  senate,  to  strike  |  moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its  ameiidinent. 
Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
Ayes  fiO,  noes  40.  Another  count  was  then  made 
bv  tellers:  Ayes  63,  noes  54.  So  the  bill  was  laid 
oil  the  table. 

Some  other  private  bills  were  then  acted  on,  as 
amended  by  Ihe  senate;  and  the  speaker  declared 
his  table  to  be  clear. 

On  motion,  Mr.  McKennan  resumed  the  chair,  in 
committee. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill  150  be- 
inff  an  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows.  The  motion  prevailed.  Amendments 
were  proposed,  considered,  and  rejected.  And  (he 
bill  was  laid  aside  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  .Johnson,  senate  bill  .'J.'JO, 
"to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Louisiana," 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  alter 
certain  limits  mentioned  in  (he  bill,  which  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  Mr.  Yell  moved  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  a  new  land  district,  officers,  gcc. 
The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  and  ordered  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  PAif/i/is  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill. 380, 
being  an  act  providing  lor  the  erection  of  certain 
lijht  houses,  8tc.  Sec.  Tellers  were  appointed  on 
this  motion:  .^yes  64,  noes  46;  no  quorum  voting. 
[The  Speaker  \ook  the  chair  to  receive  a  message 
(with  hills)  from  the  senate;  after  which  the  chair- 
man resumed  the  chair.] 


insist  on  the  clause  proposed  to  be  stncl. 
Mr.  7)«iim;i  was  understood  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment of  Ihe  senate.  He  was  going  into  a  general 
reply  to  Mr.  Bond's  speech  upon  retrenehinent,  de- 
livered some  time  ago,  when  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr. 
SMeii  called  him  to  order  for  irrelevancy.  He  re- 
sumed, and  had  made  some  more  progress  in  the 
same  strain,  when  Mr.  Reed  called  him  to  order  for 
irrelevancy.  Mr.  Duncan  proceeded,  insisted  on 
his  right  to  do  so,  and  seemed  determined  to  do  so. 
.\  motion  was  made  that  the  ge.alleman  be  per- 
mitted to  proeeed.  The  committee  ilecided  that  he 
be  not  permitted  to  proceed,  and  Mr.  Duncan  slill 
persisted;  at  which  there  were  loud  and  prolonired 
cries  of  order  from  all  paits  ot  the  house.  The 
Chairman.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  take 
Mr.  Pope 


Mr.  Titus  objected  to  Mr.  Pope's   proceeding  fur- 
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The  (jeiiding  question  being  ou  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Phillips  to  laiie  up  the  ii^ht-house  bill,  79 
vote'i  in  the  affinnalive,  40  in  the  negative  no  quo- 
rum. Tellers  were  appointed:  Ayes  SO,  noes  44. 
So  the  committee  decided  to  take  up  the  bill,  and 
it  was  read. 

Some  amendments,  proposed  by  the  committee 
on  commerce,  proposing  sundry  additional  appro- 
prialions,  were  then  stated,  and  their  adoption  urg- 
ed  by  Mr.  Phillips. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
[not  to  report.]  Lost.  Mr.  \V/iiie  proposed  an 
a.nendment  to  tlie  amendments  of  the  committee  on 
commerce;  this,  he  said,  involved  no  appropriation, 
and  only  ordered  a  survey  of  a  particular  spot  for 
the  location  of  a  light.  Lost.  The  amendments 
were  adopted.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  made  an 
inelfectual  attempt  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause; 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
rei'.orted  to  the  house. 

The  military  academy  bill  caftie  down  with  a 
large  number  of  senate  amendments,  embracing  a 
great  variety  o(  propositions  on  oiultifariuus  sub- 
jects. Several  amendments  to  those  of  the  senate 
were  proposed  by  different  members,  upon  almost 
every  possible  subject.  This  being  disposed  of,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills  acted  on. 

Am  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows  was  passed. 

An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Louisiana  was  also  passed.  The  title  of  this  bill 
was  amended,  by  adding  "and  Arkansas." 

An  act  providing  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses, 8ic.  The  amendments  of  the  senate,  as 
amended,  being  proposed  to  be  concurred  in,  and  to 
be  engrossed, 

Mr.  Gartiind,  of  Va.,  said,  that,  considering  the 
hour  at  night,  the  paucity  of  members  present,  and 
the  large  amount  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  expend- 
ed, he  felt  impelled  to  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  motion.  They  were  ordered;  and  beine: 
taken,  the  bill  passed:   Yeas  65,  nays  56. 

iVIr.  Bell  moved  that  the  house  f^o  into  committee 
of  the  whole;  which  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  Bell 
moved  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  from  the 
seriate  to  continue  the  commission  for  investigating 
Choctaw  land  frauds;  which  motion  prevailed. 
Mr.  Word  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendments. 
Lost.  The  committee  adopted  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  to  the  bill. 

The  committee  rose,  having  passed  some  other 
bills,  and  reported  them,  and  a  motion  to  go  again 
into  committee  of  the  vvhole  was  unsuccessful. 
Mr.  Cashing  moved  a  resolution,  making  certain 
adililional  frayments  to  messengers,  &.c.  Several 
amendments  were  olfered,  so  as  to  inclinle  chap- 
lains, officers  of  library,  &c.  Mr.  Coles  moved  thai 
tile  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  with  the  amendments: 
Ayes  34,  noes  73.     No.  quorum. 

A  call  of  the  house  was  moved.  Ordered.  And 
97  having  been  lound  to  be  present  on  the  first  call, 
Mr.  A^oyes  said  that  all  the  bills  were  in  which  had 
pas-^ed  either  house.     An  adjournment  was  moved. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  house  would  not  adjourn 
without  bringing  those  members  out  of  their  beds, 
who  had  kept  the  house  in  session  all  night  count- 
ing for  a  quorum.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was 
lost,  and  the  call  proceeded  till  after  sunrise. 

There  were  sevsral  efforts  made  to  suspend  the 
icail,  but  in  vain.  Excuses  were  ottered.  Mr. 
Harlan  rose  and  asked  if  absence  from  the  house 
were  a  political  nr  a  civil  olfence?  The  C/iair  re- 
f."erred  him  to  the  rule  of  the  house  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  IVise  said  it  was  an  uncivil  offence. 

Thv  olficers  of  the  house  having  been  ordered  to 
bring  ill  a  member  who  had  not  answered  and  who 
iiad  not  been  excused,  some  of  the  members  who 
bad  been  absent  were  brought  in  and  gave  their 
excuses.  Mr.  Grennellhud  been  for  some  time  in 
all-health.  He  was  excused.  Mr.  Cuslimrin  hail 
been  here  from  ten  o'clock  yesterday  till  five  this 
-morning.  Mr.  Wise  said  that,  in  consideration  of 
-the  peculiar  standing  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  charged  with 
Jees,  ami  he  (Mr.  W.)  moved  the  previous  ques- 
lion,  [A  laugh.]  Mr.  C«s/imn?i  was  permitted  to 
take  his  seat  on  payment  of  lees. 

Mr.  Samson  Mason  was  next  in  order,  and  was 
permitted  to  take  his  seat,  on  payment  of  fees. 
Mr.  D.iries,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  being  brought  in, 
gave  his  conscientious  conviction  of  duty  not  to 
break  the  Sabbath,  by  sitting  during  that  dav.  The 
validity  of  this  excuse  was  discussed,  and  Mr.  Da- 
vies  was  permitted  to  take  his  seat  without  the  pay- 
ment of  fees. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  had  remained  till 
12  o'clock  last  night.  He  had  been  ill,  and  appre- 
hended .that  the  impure  air  of  the  hall  would  make 
him  so  again.  He  was  orie  of  those  who  believed 
that  the  house  ought  not  to  sit  after  12  o'clock  Sa- 
:lurday  jaigW,  except  in  great  emergeVicy.     He  had 


not  retired  to  break  up  a  quorum,  but  had  gone 
home  lor  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  and  had  come 
back  voluntarily  this  morning. 

Mr.  Gray,  who  had  moved  the  call  of  the  house, 
urged  that  the  gentleman  was  not  entitled  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  Stanly  saw  no  reason  why  his  colleague 
should  have  an  exemption  over  all  others  from  the 
operation  of  the  rule  requiring  members'  attend- 
ance. He  hoped  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  take 
his  seat,  with  payment  of  fees.  Mr.  Montgomery 
moved  that  he  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat  with- 
out payment  of  fees.  Some  other  remarks  were 
made  by  dirferent  members,  and  then  the  question 
was  put  on  Mr.  Stanly's  motion,  and  the  gentleman 
permitted  to  take  his  seat,  upon  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  next  placed  at  the  bar.  His  ex- 
cuse was,  that  he  remained  here  till  one  or  two 
o'clock,  and,  finding  himself  exhausted,  and  with  a 
headache,  he  went  iiome  to  bed.  Mr.  IFise  moved 
that  he  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat,  upon  payment 
of  fees.     Ordered. 

J\Ir.  Spencer,  had  been  sick  yesterday,  and  sat 
here  till  very  late,  and  was  returning  when  he  met 
the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Parker  moved  that  his 
colleague  take  his  seat  without  fees.  Mr.  Wise 
would  ask  if  this  sickness  was  any  thing  more  than 
that  of  all  the  members,  who  are  obliged  to  sit  here 
till  midnight.  Mr.  Spencer  wm  permitted  to  take 
his  seat  without  fees.  Mr.  Webster,  of  Ohio,  was 
brought  up,  and  asked  for  his  excuse.  He  said  he 
had  no  excuse  to  offer;  he  had  sat  till  two  in  the 
morning,  and  liad  been  waiting  two  hours  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  hall.  Permitted  to  take  hisseat,  upon 
payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  said  he  had  staid  in  the 
house  all  night,  and  was  exhausted.  He  asked  to 
be  excused  from  further  attendance  this  day.  The 
request  was  complied  with,  and  Mr.  Mercer  left 
the  hall. 

Mr.  Moore  made  the  same  request  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Spencer,  which  was  also  granted. 

Mr.  Brodhead  was  placed  at  the  bar  by  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms, and  plead  indisposition  as  the  reason 
why  he  had  left  the  house  after  twelve  o'clock  last 
night.  Permitted  to  take  his  seat,  on  the  payment 
of  fees. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  excused,  and  permitted  to  take 
bis  seat  without  paying  fees. 

Mr.  Palmer  vias  excused,  without  fees. 

Mr.  Parris  had  retired  from  exhaustion  after  a  la- 
borious session.     Excused,  upon  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Cashing  inqiiireii  whether  there  be  not  a 
quorum  present  in  the  house? 

Mr.  Robinson,  being  placed  at  the  bar,  said  that 
he  had  answered  at  the  call  of  the  house.  No  pro- 
ceeding were  had  with  regard  to  this  case. 

Mr.  Howard  said  something  in  excuse  of  Mr. 
Thomas;  Mr.  Stanly,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rencher,  and 
Mr.  Grantland,  of  Mr.  Jabez  Jackson.  But  the 
chair  deciiled  that  these  excuses  were  out  of  the 
regular  order. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Tenne.ssee,  being  placed  at  the 
bar,  stated  that  he  hail  sat  till  one  o'clock,  and  had 
gone  home  completely  exhausted,  and  on  his  way 
to  the  house  had  been  so  unwell  as  to  be  obliged  to 
sit  down  freipiently. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  sixteen  gentlemen,  noti- 
fied by  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house,  left  the 
city  in  the  morning  cars,  this  morning,  a  list  of 
whose  names  the  sergeant-at-arms  handed  to  the 
chair  as  follows  : 

Messrs.  .'inderson,  Birdsall,  Chambers,  Chant/, 
Hamer,  Harper,  Kennedy.  Murray,  Petrihin,  Plum- 
er,  Soulhsate,  Turney,  While,  of  Ky.,  Yell,  and 
Grant.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  report  was 
entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  N.  Y .  pleaded  sudden  illness  as  the 
result  of  this  long  night's  session,  and  was  excused, 
without  fees. 

iMr.  Wise  asked  whetherornot  the  sixteen  above 
alluded  to  were  liable  to  be  fined  for  contempt  of 
the  rules  of  the  house  ?  The  Speaker  was  not  un- 
derstood to  give  any  decision  on  this  point.  Messrs. 
Rencher  and  Thomas,  who  were  absent,  were  ex- 
cused on  motion.  Mr.  fiini/pufej-was  placed  at  the 
bar.  He  said  he  had  been  indisposed;  and  had  left 
the  house  at  II  or  12  o'clock.  Excused,  without 
fers.  Rlr.  C.  SAe/?n)(/ plead, on  beingarranged, that 
he  was  broken  down  with  hi.i  long  attendance  to  his 
rliity  in  the  house.  He  had  never  been  absent  be- 
fore: and  had  left  the  house  on  this  occasion  from 
indisposition.     Excused,  with  fees. 

Mr.  Carter.  This  gentleman  said  he  had  been  in 
attendance  till  after  12  o'clock,  and,  not  feeling  very 
well,  he  had  left  the  house  from  that  cause."  Ex- 
cused, with  fees. 

Mr.  Beally  then  offered  an  order,  by  which  the 
sixteen  gentlemen  who  had  been  reported  as  having 
left  the  city,  were  held  to  answer  for  their  absence. 
The  order  was  adopted.     Mr.  Bouldiii  understood 


there  was  no  quorum  ;  and  he  suggested  that  the 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  suspended.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  of  opinion  that  all  absent  membeis  ought 
to  be  punished,  as  well  as  those  brought  in  by  the 
sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Menefee  did  not  propose  to 
dispense  with  the  call ;  he  hoped  it  would  be  post- 
poned, and  that  it  would  be  ascertained  whether  or 
not  there  was  a  quorum.  Mr.  Crarij  moved  that 
the  house  (half  past  7,  Sunday  morning)  do  now 
adjourn.  Lost.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  placed  at  the 
bar,  and  being  called  on  lor  his  excuse,  said  that 
he  had  staid  here  till  between  3  and  4  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  had  then  Iel1  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his 
health,  to  obtain  some  rest.     Excused,  with  fees. 

Mr.  Shields,  upon  motion  of  a  colleague,  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  from  the  hall  from  extreme  indispo- 
sition. 

Mr.  TFise  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  all  members  now  absent,  except 
such  as  have  been  excused,  and  the  sixteen  mem- 
bers who  have  been  reported  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  as  having  defied  tlie  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  bouse,  be  required,  upon  the  re-assembling  of 
congress,  to  give  excuses  for  their  abserice  at  this 
time,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  enter 
their  names  on  the  journal  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
speaker  shall  bring  the  same  to  the  notice  of  the 
house." 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  resume 
the  call  lor  excuses  to-Uiorrow  (Monday)  morning. 
This  was  immedialely  alter  withdrawn,  however. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  was  excused,  with  lees.  Rea- 
son, unwillingness  to  sit  on  the  Sabbath.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  'V'irginia,  moved  that  Mr.  Pennybacker  be 
excused.     Reason,  illness  in  his  family.     Excused. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  then  spoke  to  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  'Wise.  The  sixteen  who  had  dis- 
obeyed the  mandate  of  the  house,  and  left  the  city 
in  contempt  of  it,  were  in  a  difieretit  position  from 
those  who  were  absent,  not  knowing  of  such  order 
of  the  house.  Mr.  Wise  said  a  resolution  bad  al- 
readj'  been  adopted  touching  that  point,  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Beatly,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, of  Missouri,  gave  severe  indisposition  as  his  ex- 
cuse. Excused,  without  fees.  Mr.  Mallory,  hav- 
ing left  the  house  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  gone  to  bed,  was  excused,  with  lees  ;  as  was 
Mr.  Jas.  Mason. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  Mr.  Wise's  resolution.  Second- 
ed. Ordered.  Put.  Carried.  So  the  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  were  discontinued,  and  the  doors 
of  the  hall  were  opened.  Mr.  Branson  moved  an 
adjournment.  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina, 
rtemanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Not  ordered.  The 
house  decided  tlie  motion  in  the  atfirmative.  Ayes 
74,  noes  51.  And  so  the  house,  at  nearly  S  o'clock 
Sunday  morning,  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Monday,  July  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 
the  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  following  resolution  of 
Mr.  Wise,  which  was  adopted  yesterday  morning, 
be  rescinded: 

"  Resolved,  That  all  members  now  absent,  ex- 
cept such  as  have  been  excused,  and  the  sixteen 
members  who  have  been  reported  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  as  having  defied  the  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  house,  be  required,  upon  the  re-assembling  of 
congress,  to  give  excuses  lor  thidr  absence  at  this 
time,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  enter 
their  names  on  the  journal  lor  that  purpose,  and  the 
speaker  shall  bring  the  same  to  the  notice  of  the 
house." 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  this  was  a  censure  in  bis  own 
case,  and  in  that  of  many  others,  who  had  waited 
till  all  the  public  business  had  been  trarisacted,  and 
had  not  gone  to  their  lodgings  till  after  the  speaker 
had  declared  his  table  cleared,  and  till  it  seemed 
likelj'  that  an  immediate  adjournment  might  take 
place. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whiltlesey,  this  motion 
was  so  modified  by  Mr.  Bell  as  to  permit  all  who 
were  then  absent,  hut  are  now  present,  to  offer  ex- 
cuses, or,  not  being  present,  to  have  excuses  ren- 
dered for  Ihem. 

Mr.  Underwood,  was  understood  to  express  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Bell  then  presented  his  resolution  in  this 
shape: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
7lh  instant,  adopted  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 
as  requires  certain  mrmbers  of  the  house  to  give 
excuses  for  their  absence  at  the  next  session,  be 
rescinded,  and  that  excuses  be  now  heard  in  behalf 
of  such  absentees. 

Mr.  Potts  moved  to  strike  out  all  but  the  decla- 
ration merely  that  Mr.  Wise's  resolution  be  re- 
scinded. 

Mr.  ,/ldams  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  in- 
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sertinK  a  iirovisioii  that  all  resolutions  of  censure  I 
and  oiSers  for  payment  of  fees  by  the  members  ol 
this  house,  for  abser.ce  on  the  call  of  the  house  on 
the  mornini^ofthe  Subbath  day,  be,  and  are  here- | 
by,  rescinded.  ,      ^    ..  • 

Mr.  Fillmore  thought  the  eiiect  of  this  pro- 
eeedin"  would  not  be  such  a  one  as  would  subserve 
justice!  The  publication  of  the  iiaims  ol  those 
members  who  were  absent  on  Sunday  morning 
would  be  a  partial  proceeding,  inasmuch  as  many 
members  whose  names  had  not  been  given  in  the 
papers  as  absent,  had  left  the  city  several  days  or 
weeks  before. 

Mr.  Polls  withdrew  his  amendment.  Mr.  .Idams 
offered  his.  Mr.  Cushman  was  making  some  state- 
ments as  to  the  cicumstances  allending  his  own  ab- 
sence on  yesterday  morning,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  on  all  sides,  the  chair  deciding  that  an  indi- 
viilnal  case  couhl  not  now  be  considered.  Mr. 
irise  said  that  if  the  gentlemen  Irom  Tennessee 
and  Massachusetts  would  » ithdraw  their  proposi- 
tions, he  wonlu  move  to  reconsider  the  vole  """e- 
bv  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  resolution  had  been  adopted  by 
the  house.  Mr.  Bell  withdrew  his  resolution.  The 
Chair  decided  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams 
fell  at  once.  Mr.  iVise  then  move.l  to  reconsider 
the  resolution  in  question,  and  moved  the  previous 
question.  Seconded.  Ordered  to  be  put.  Mr. 
Jiroiikcad  moved  a  call  of  the  house.  The  Chair. 
Not  in  order,  the  previous  question  having  been 
seconded.  Mr.  Kciia  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  reconsideration.  Ordered.  The  motion  to  re- 
consider prevailed  by  the  following  vote;  yeas  109, 
nays  3.5. 

Nir.  H'ise  moved  the  previous  question,  (on 
ajreeing  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise.)  In  reply 
to  a  question  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  Chiiir  said  that 
if  this  resolution  were  now  rejected,  the  journal 
would  only  present  the  usual  case  of  a  call  of  the 
house.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered 
and  put,  and  the  resolution  was  rejccled  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion oli'ered  by  Mr.  Beatty  yesterday,  by  which  the 
si.xteen  gentlemen  who  had"  been  reported  as  hav- 
ing left  the  cilv  were  held  to  answer  for  their  ab- 
swicr.  Mr.  \V.  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Mercer  said  that  no  member  had  a  right  to  combine 
two  months  in  one.  The  Chair  decided  that  that 
was  not  the  case  in  tliis  instance.  The  motions 
were  distinct,  and  perfectly  in  order.  iM r.  iVicrcer 
took  an  appeal  from  this  decision;  saying  we 
mi-t  have  some  rules  of  order  in  this  house. 
Many  of  the  most  valuable  are  always  de- 
stroyed. After  some  conversation,  the  question 
wjs  taken  on  the  appeal  by  tellers:  Ayes  8.3,  noes 
4.J.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  as 
the  judgment  of  the  house.  The  question  recurred 
ori  seco'nding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
It  w.is  seconded,  and  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  Mr.  Beatty's  [yestcrdav's]resolution. 

Mr.  Brodhead  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Not 
ordered.  The  house  refused  to  reconsider.  Mr. 
.hiams  then  olTered  his  resolution  as  above.  Mr. 
Adams  demanded  the  previous  question.  Seconded. 
.Mr.  Mercer  &ni\  Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  they  had 
ohn'cted  to  the  otfering  of  the  resolution  at  the  time 
it  was  read.  The  Chair  had  not  heard  these  ob- 
jections made.  Mr.  Howard  said  that  it  was  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  the  otfering  it  was  in  or- 
der. The  C/wjV  confirmed  that  opinion.  The  mam 
question  was  ordeied  to  be  put.  Mr.  .idains  and 
,Mr.  Foster  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Adams.  They  were  ordered,  atid 
the  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  47,  nays  90. 

.\  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United'states,  by  the  hands  of  his  private  se- 
er tiry,  containing  a  list  of  the  acts  to  which  he  had 
alhxed  his  signature. 

Mr.  Hoieard  asked  if  the  unfinished  business  of 
former  morning  hours  was  not  now  in  order?  The 
r'i.jir  dpcided"that  it  was  not.  It  had  been  the 
IHT'C  of  tlie  house  to  suspend  the  rules  as  to  re- 
port's, resolutions,  Sec.  on  the  day  of  adj..iirnment. 
The  resolution  under  consideration  on  Sunday 
morning,  when  the  call  of  the  house  began,  for  al- 
lowino-'extra  pay  to  messengers,  h-c.  was  resumed, 
on  mo"tion  of  Mr.  McKennan.  Mr.  McKennan  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  Seconded.  Or- 
dered. On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Hahled  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  fol- 
vote:   Yeas  97,  nays  -32. 

Mr.  Bronson  asked  lor  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
giving  two  months'  extra  pay  to  the  sergeant-at- 
arins,  clerks,  and  postmaster  of  the  house,  for  ar- 
duous services  rendered  during  this  session.  This 
had  been  done  bv  the  senate  with  regard  to  their 
officers  this  session,   and  a  similar  one  had  just 


been  passed  with  regard  to  the  messengers,  chap- 
lain, kc. 

Mr.  Gray  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution  as  starting  a  new  principle.  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  the  resolution  just  passed,  because 
extra  work  had  been  done  by  the  subjects  ol  it. 
This  was  not  the  case  with  the  subjects  ol  the  re- 
solution under  consideration.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Degratf  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  joint  resolution  Iroin  the  senate  au 
thorizing  the  library  committee  (at  an  expense  of 
$5.0110)  to  cause  the  Madi-on  papeis  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  .'Wilms  hoped  the  joint  resolu'ion  \v,.uld  be 
changed  into  a  bill.  Mr.  Pope  agreed  to  this.  The 
amendment  prevailed.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  the  joint  resolution  as  amended.  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.     It  was  read,  and  passed. 

The  C/i(iir  suggested  that  the  16th  and  17th  joint 
rules  must  be  su'speuded  Before  this  bill  "uld  be 
returned  to  the  senate.  On  motion  ol  Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan, this  was  done,  and  the  bill  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bi/num  oli'ered  a  resolution  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  stables  attached  to  the  house. 
Adopted.  . 

Mr.  Carter,  (by  leave,)  presented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Cocke  county,  Tennessee 
protesting  against  the  sub-treasury  project,  and 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

Tile  usual  joint  resolutions  was  received  from  the 
senate,  declaring  that,  having  finished  the  business 
before  Ihem,  the  two  houses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  Garland,  of  La.,  hoped  the  resolution  would 
declare  the  tact.  This  house  had  not  'finished  the 
business"  before  them;  and  it  would  be  improper  to 
say  so.  He  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
resolution.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 
(as  the  senate  had  before  them  an  amendment  of 
the  house.)  this  subject  was  suspended  for  a  mo- 
ment. A  message  was  then  received  Irom  the  se- 
nate, concurring  with  the  house,  in  suspending  the 
IBth'and  17th  joint  rules  so  far  as  regards  the  reso- 
lution as  to  the  Madison  papers,  and  adopting  the 
amendment  of  the  house  thereto,  (changing  the 
joint  resolution  into  a  bill.) 

■  Mr..-Mttms  moved  a  resolution  remitting  the  fees  for 
abience.  without  leave,  to  absentees  yesterday. 
This  had  been  usually  done  in  similar  cases;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  he  done  now,  in  a  generous 
spirit.  ,it  partinc  Mr.  McKennan  supported  this 
proposition;  as  did  Mr.  Pope.  Mr.  Reed  .said  that 
the  good  elfects  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  as 
to  absentees,  had  appeared  in  the  attendance  of  a 
quorum  to  day.  He  hoped  that  now  the  lees  might 
be  remitted. 

The  joint  resolution  on  adjournment  was  again 
taken  up.  Mr  Garbtnd's  motion  to  amend  was 
next  in  order.  Mr.  Ciishins  said,  in  support  ol  this 
amendment,  that  had  a  quorum  been  present  on 
Saturday  night,  some  portion  of  the  scores  ol  bills, 
fee.  now  lyiii^  untouched  upon  the  calendar  might 
have  been  attended  to  .         ,       , 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland  was  rejected  and 
the  order  passed.  . 

Mr.  Tliomas.  from  the  joint  committee  ap]ininte(l 
to  wait  upon  the  president,  to  apprize  him  ot  the 
readiness  of  the  senate  and  house  to  adjorn,  re- 
turned an  answer  from  the  president,  that  he  had 
no  further  communications  to  make  to  congress  and 
that  he  wishe<l  each  and  every  member  thereof  a 
safe  return  to  their  several  homes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cvshman,  the  house  then  (at 
12  o'clock)  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next. 


We  are  enabled  now  to  lay  before  our  readers 
some  particulars  of  proceedinss  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives during  the  two  last  days  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  we  have  not  published  before.  Irom  not 
hein"-  able  to  get  access  to  the  journal  of  the  house. 
The?ollowin;''i3  the  residuum,  taken  Irom  thejour- 
1  nal,  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  and  Monday 
1  last.  [Sal.lnl. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  .-ind 
canals,  reported  at  lencth  upon  senate  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads 
in  the  state  of  Michi;an,  concluding  that  the  said 
bill  o.ight  not  to  pass ;  and  the  bill  was  thereupon 
'ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

i  Mr  U'hiltlesei/.  ol  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ol 
i  claims  reported  against  bills  from  the  senate  for  the 
relief  of  Alfred  Westfall.  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
i  Hanks,  and  for  the  relief  of  George  I.  Knight. 
1  Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  committee  on  the  jurii- 
Iciarv,  reported  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
J  Peyton  Randolph,  deceased,"  and  a  bill  "  to  amend  I 


the  acts  for  the  encouragement  of  Uarning,  by  se- 
curing the  copies,  maps,  charts,  and  hooks,  to  the 
authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies."  These  re- 
ports of  course  lie  over. 

Sir.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  upon  the  subject  of  survey  or  improvement 
ofioails  and  canals,  and  the  navigation  of  rivers, 
according  to  the  terms  ol  a  standin"  rule  ol  the 
house  instituting  said  committee,  anil  piescribing 
their  duties,  made  a  report  at  length,  recommuid- 
ing  the  adoption  of  the  loUowing  amendment  of  Ihe 
SOIIi  standing  rule  of  the  house,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  rule  of  the  house,  in- 
stituting a  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  as  follows ; 

"1st.  That  the  denomination  of  that  committee 
shall  hereafter  be,  '  The  committee  of  public  im- 
provements.' 

'•2d.  That  the  duties  of  that  committee  shall 
be  to  take  into  consider. dion  all  such  petitions,  re- 
solutions, bills,  and  reports,  or  other  matters  or 
things  relative  to  surveys  and  estimates  lor  roads, 
canals,  or  for  the  construction  or  improvement  of 
harbors  and  breakwaters;  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  rivers,  or  the  construction,  impiove- 
inent,or  continued  prosecution  of  any  such  public 
works,  whether  by  the  appropriation  thereto  of 
lands  or  money." 

The  consideration  of  this  report,  made  on  Satur- 
day, was  postponed  until  Mondy,  but  was  not  then 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  Hull,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads,  reported  against  the  cases  of  Silas 
Hale  and  the  siiroti.  s  of  John  McCIcllan,  late  post- 
master at  Abingdon,  Virginia. 

Mr.  //iii/uii.  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  againstthe  case  of  Elihu  Hull  Bay. 
The  same  committee  was  then  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  several  cases  belore  that  com- 
mittee not  reported  on. 

Mr.  Everett  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate 
from  the  war  department  of  the  sums  necessary  to 
be  appropriated  lor  the  service  of  the  year  18.38,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  various  Indian 
tribes.  Ratified  during  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress, and  at  the  extra  session  of  1S37. 

Mr.  Hatsted,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  against  the  case  of  John  Cay  ford. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
Floiiiia  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  jirovide  lor 
the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  union.  The  bill 
was  not  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Indianapolis,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  the  propriety  of  confin- 
ing the  attention  of  the  chief  superintendent  of  the- 
same  to  the  work  required  in  one  state  ;  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
Resolved,  That  Ihe  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  national  foundry  have  leave  to  adjourn  at 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  anrl  resume  (heir 
investi'^ation  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing  an  examination  and  payment  of  the 
claims  of  Ihe  workmen  upon  the  public  buiMings; 
but  it  was  not  acted  upon. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was-. 
referred  the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair,  on  the  subject 
of  the  printing  done  for  congress,  have  leave  to  ad- 
journ at  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  congress, 
and  resume  the  investigation  and  report  at  the  next 
session  of  congress. 

Mr.  narlingion,  from  the  committee  of  claims,, 
made  a  report  upon  the  case  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith,, 
concluding  with  the  following  resolulion,  whiclli 
was  read,  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  solicitor  of  the  tressiiry  as- 
certain the  value  of  the  Ubor  performed  by  rhe  said' 
Gamaliel  E.  Smith,  under  a  contract  madfwidi  the 
United  States  to  bnihl  a  light-house  and  dwelling- 
house  on  .Mount  Desert  Rock,  in  the  slate  of  Maine, 
and  the  value  of  Ihe  materials  furnished  by  him  for 
said  buildings,  and  used  by  him  for  that  pMrpose,  or, 
being  prepared  bv  him,  used  by  his  successor,  under 
a  contract  for  constructing  said  buildings.  In  ma- 
king an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  Isbor  perform- 
eil.  or  the  materials  used,  as  aforesaid,  regard  is  to 
be  had  lo  the  piice  fixed  hy  the  parties  in  Ihe  con- 
tract for  constructing  said  bnildinK',  and  the  price 
for  tl'.e  labor  done,  and  the  materials  delivered,  to  be 
in  proportion  to  the  labor  and  materials  for  com- 
pleting the  entire  buildings." 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
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port  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  Douthet  and  Polly  i  Depredations  and  special  agents,  - 
Doulhet.  I  Clerks  lor  o/fices,         .         .         . 

The  house  considered  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Ro-    Miscellaneous, 
bertson,  of  Virginia,  of  the  23th  June  ultimo;  aiid 
the  said  resolutions,  being  modified,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cushin^',  were  agreed  to,  and  are  as  follows : 

/JesoMci,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  on  the 
first  (lay  of  the  next  session,  all  the  information,  not 
heretoiore  communicated,  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  exi-'culive,  or  which  may  be  procured  belbre 
that  time,  touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  it 
any,  since  May  29,  1830,  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  or  prevent  purchases  or  entries 
thi-reof,  at  public  or  private  sale,  by  force,  threats, 
or  fraud,  and  the  measures  taken,  since  the  date 
aforesaid,  to  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  fraudu- 
lent practices  and  illegal  entries  upon  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare, and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a  statement  of  all  grants  and  dona- 
[jublic  lands,  or  ot  the  proceeds  of  sales 


10,998  97 
175,742  09 
53,858  26 


$3,303,428  03 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  comuiiinica- 
tion  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  llth  instant,  di- 
recting him  to  report  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
money  received  and  expended  by  the  United  States 
in  each  state  in  the  years  1833,  1834,  1835,  183G, 
and  1837. 


AFFAIRS  OF  MEXICO. 
A  slip  from  the  office  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulle- 
tin, dated  July  the  6th,  furnishes  some  additional 
intelligence  brought  by  the  schr.  Creole,  at  New 
Orleans.  Capt.  Page,  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Natchez,  writes,  that  before  he  leltTam|>ico,(  which 
was  the  21st  of  June,)  a  letter  had  arrived  from 
Mexico,  stating  that  the  French  had  presented  an- 
other ullimatiim  to  the  Mexican  government,  de- 


claring that  if  their  claims  were  not  met  in  twenty 
th  reof,  to  the  states  by  the  United  States,  distin-  days  counting  from  the  ]31h  of  June,  (i.  e.  by  the 
fuishin"  the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  pur-  I  third  of  July,)  they  would,  after  that,  make  an  at- 
poses  and  considerations  upon  which  made.  |tack  on   Vera  (.'ruiz  and  Tampico — how  soon  after 

Secondly.     A  statement  of  the  whole  quantity  of'  was  not  known.     He  learned,  further,  from  captain 


public  land  now  surveyed,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  unsurveyed,  distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  the  same  with 
separate  plans  fo:  dividing  said  lands,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  thereof,  among  the  states,  according 
to  tiieir  respective  rights,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
to  time  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  title  in  the 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  resolution,  in 
conlormity  with  the  rights  of  the  several  states  and 
the  United  States  relating  to  said  land. 

Thirdly.  A  plan  for  reorganizing  the  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  the  pub- 
lic .igainst  loss  from  illegal  entries,  frauds,  &.C., 
pointing  out  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  more  particularly  in  reference  to  pre- 
emption and  sales  at  public  auction,  and  in  general, 
suggesting  such  alterations  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  si'cretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statements  of  the  transactions  and  operations 
of  the  mint  establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
lS3fi,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  2d 
April,  1792. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed to  select  portions  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  such  as  they  should 
consider  material  to  be  printed,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resoloed,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  deliver  to 
the  public  printer,  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
house,  all  the  papers  transmitted  with  the  message 
i>f  the  president  of  the  4th  instant,  except  evidences 
of  private  claims,  papers  of  a  character  mereJy  for- 
mal, and  papers  in  the  Spanisli  language,  of  which 
there  are  English  translations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  a(//io«n,  of  ftlassachusetts. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house, 
during  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, all  such  communications, papers,  documents, 
Ike.  now  in  the  possession  of  the  executive,  or  which 
can  be  obtained,  as  shall  elucidate  the  origin  arid 
object  ot  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  the  origin, 
])rogre.-s,and  consummation  of  the  process  by  which 
that  be  piest  has  been  recovered,  and  whatever  may 
be  connected  with  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr'.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  the  trea- 
sury, war,  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session,  what  number  of  clerks  have  been 
employed,  and  how  long  they  have  been  so  employ- 
ed in  their  respective  departments,  in  replying  to 
the  various  calls  for  information  which  have  been 
made  by  this  house  at  the  present  session,  and,  if 
any  extra  clerks  have  been  employed  under  such 
calls,  bnw  many,  and  at  what  expense. 

Thi^  Speaker  laid  before  the  Iionse  a  commiinica- 
tioii  from  the  postmaster  general, in  compliance  with 
the  ))Ost  office  law  of  1S36,  stating  the  expenses  of 
that  d'  partmentfor  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1837, 
as  follows,  viz. 

Comp'Misation  to  postmasters,  -  .<JiS91,3.'»2  .54 
Transportation  of  the  mail,  -        1,996,727  43 

Sliip,  steamboat,  and  way  letters,  28,138  16 

Wrapping  paper,  -         -         -  20,172   14 

Oflic.'  furniture,  -         -         -  5,472  77 

Advertising,        ....  3.5,897   12 

Mail  bags,  ....  51,600  97 

1!lan!;s," 29,679  29 

Mail  locks,  keys,  and  stampi 


Pournica,  commander  of  the  French  brig  La  Pe- 
roiise,  then  blockading  Tampico,  that  an  order  had 
come  out  from  the  French  government,  (a  copy  of 
which  he  produced)  directing  that  all  vessels,  ex- 
cepting men-of-war  and  British  packets,  should  be 
made  prizes  of,  immediately  on  their  appearance  on 
the  Mexican  coast.  On  hearing  this,  (a  fact  of 
which  the  people  of  Tampico  were  uninformed)  "11 
despatched,"  he  says,  "several  letters  to  the  Ame- 
rican consul  and  other?  at  that  place;  and  iinme- 
diately  got  under  weigh,  intending  to  keep  the 
track  ot  vessels  for  Mexico,  and  give  them  warn- 
ing, if  not  already  informed,  that  the  terms  of  the 
blockade  were  changed."  This  object  I  have  kept 
constantly  in  view  ;  designing  to  run  on  in  the  track 
till  we  strike  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

American  citizens  are  treated  with  respect  and 
attention  in  Mexico.  We  have  carried  five  passen- 
gers this  trip — making  in  all  twenty  that  have  been 
transported  to  and  from  Mexico  in  this  ship,  since 
the  10th  May  last. 

Another  letter  says: — "  I  believe  that  the  block- 
ade will  continue  for  three  or  four  months  longer, 
and  if  the  ailair  is  not  regulated  by  the  French 
ministers  in  Paris,  referring  it  to  the  arbitration  of 
oiher  powers,  the  injury  to  foreigners  in  this  coun- 
try will  be  immense.  The  war,  as  I  understand 
the  Mexican  character,  will  not  be  concluded  by  the 
taking  of  Vera  Cruiz,  Tampico,  Metamoras  nor 
Jalapa.  These  people  seem  indiiferent  to  conse- 
quences, so  long  as  they  support  the  resolution  laid 
<lown  upon  the  receipt  of  admiral  Bazoches  decla- 
ration. 

V/hcther  this  internal  revolution  can  so  far  alter 
the  course  of  the  government  as  to  bring  abouta  re- 
conciliation,  founded  upon  contrary  principles,  a[)- 
pears  to  me,  to  say  the  least,  improbable,  as  the 
insurrections  in  Sonora  and  Auuas  Calientis  have 
been  completely  subdued  by  the  government.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  nation  is  without  resources  from 
its  ciwtom  houses,  its  onl}'  revenue,  and  the  people 
are  beginning  to  feel  the  scarcity  of  foreign  pro- 
duce. 

The  French  blockade  of  Mexico  excites  jealoiusy 
in  England.     The  London  Courier  says: 

England  and  the  United  States  are  equally  inter- 
ested in  looking  at  this  affair  with  some  jealousy. 
The  trickery  by  which  the  duke  ol  Wellington  was 
imposed  on,  when  a  French  fleet  was  sent  to  Al- 
giers to  demand  satisfaction  for  an  ah'iont  ollered  to 
a  consul,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  If  the  French 
obtain  possession  of  a  strong  hold  on  the  Mexican 
coast,  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  induce  them  fo 
relinquish  it;  and  with  the  half  civilized  Mexicans 
for  their  neighbors,  there  will  never  be  a  difficulty 
in  finding  pretexts  for  new  demands  of  satisfaction. 
Mexico  might  then  become  as  completely  a  French 
possession  as  Algiers  is  now,  for  there  would  be 
iminediatrdy  a  strong  colonization  party  in  the 
chambers. 

From  t/ie  New  Orleans  Bee  of  JaUj  6. 

The  Mexican  papers  to  the  8th  June,  received  by 
us,  contain,  as  usual,  a  large  infusion  of  coarse  dia- 
tribes against  tlip  French  minister,  whose  departure 
for  France  we  announced  on  the  12th  of  June.  The 
passports  of  the  consul,  at  Vera  Cruz,  had  been 
abruptly  sent  to  him,  with  orders  to  quit  the  country, 
for  having,  as  it  is  said,  greatly  offended  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  ;  it  would,  perhaps,  he  justice  to  say, 
for  having  defended  his  government  against  the  ig- 
noble attacks  of  the  Mexican  press.  However  this 
may  he,  the  expulsion  of  M.  Gloux,  without  |, re- 
explanation,  can  only  be  considered  in  the 
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what  is  right,  and  only  claims  satisfaction  for  past 
injuries. 

The  Mexican  papers  laud  the  condescension  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  skies,  for 
having  consented  to  submit  to  the  arbitration  of  a 
third  power,  the  differences  between  the  tv\o  coun- 
ti  ies,  and  profit  by  this  circumstance  to  draw  insult- 
ing comparisons  between  this  country  and  France. 
But  they  entirely  forget  that  the  president,  by  ad- 
miffing  the  arbitration,  signifies  positively  that  he 
cannot  suspend  the  action  upon  the  decrees  of  con- 
gress until  altera  definite  arrangement,  whence  it 
results  that  with  regard  fo  the  United  States,  affairs 
continue  in  precisely  the  same  state. 

Different  statements  are  given  in  the  journals  of 
the  capital,  concerning  the  insurrection  at  Sinaloa, 
at  the  head  of  which  is  Urrea,  who  has  assumed  the 
title  of  profector;  the  revolt  at  St.  Louis  de  Potosi 
seems  to  have  been  of  greater  importance  than  was 
anticipated,  and  at  Aguas  Calien'es  a  pronuncia- 
mento  appeared  to  have  excited  the  more  alarm,  aa 
the  rebels  w"ere  marching  towards  Zacatmas,  where 
they  hoped  fo  stir  up  the  populace,  who  were  al. 
ready  disposed  to  fake  part  with  them. 

From  these  demonstrations  we  conclude  that  but 
little  tranquillity  prevails  in  the  country;  but  that 
at  the  same  time  nothing  very  decisive  has  yet  oc- 
curred. If,  however,  the  news  from  Vucatiia,  which 
came  to  us  by  the  north,  be  confirmed  ;  and  if  the 
government  troops  have  been  compelled  fo  abandon 
Merida,  we  may  wilh  justice  inter  the  ultimate  tri. 
ninph  of  the  federal  party.  The  report  which  had 
gone  forth,  that  Santa  Anna  had  been  appointed  to  the 
government  of  Vera  Cruz,  was  without  foundation. 

General  Riacon  still  commands  at  that  port,  and 
unless  president  Bustamente  has  abandoned  all  pru- 
dence, he  will  not  recall  to  political  eminence  a  man 
like  Santa  Anna,  whose  perfidy  and  faithlessness 
have  injured  this  country  as  much  as  Bustamente 
himself.  From  time  alone  can  any  improvements 
in  file  civil  and  military  policy  of  Mexico  be  ex- 
pected. The  departure  of  baron  Defaudis  evinces 
a  determination  to  prolong  the  blockade.  The  large 
number  of  vessels  at  theisle  of  Sacrificios  proves 
that  the  severity  of  the  blockade  is  increasing  ;  but 
we  do  not  anticipate  a  speedy  bombardment.  It  is 
the  vltima  ratio,  and  will  only  be  employed  when 
all  other  means  have  proven  unavailing. 

CHRONICLE. 
Governor  Wolf  is  on  a  visit  to  Bedford  springs. 
On  the  27th  June  the  mercury  stood  at  103  in  the 
shade  at  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Ruschenberger,  the  American  traveller,  has 
left  New  York  for  England. 

The  patriots  of  Canada,  were  by  the  latest  ac- 
counts collecting  in  numerous  parties  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Michigan,  preparatory  to  another  demon- 
stration upon  the  royalists. 

The  new  ship  Sea,  Fisher,  from  Baltimore,  has 
arrived  at  City  Point,  to  take  a  cargo  of  cotton  and 
tobacco  for  Liverpool.  If  is  believed  the  Sea  is  the 
largest  merchant  vessel  (above  830  tons)  that  ever 
floated  in  the  upper  waters  of  James  river. 

The  whigs  of  Washington  county  (Pa.)  have 
nominated  Joseph  Law  rence,  lor  congrfss,  in  ])lace 
of  Mr.  McKennan,  who  declines  a  re-election. 

Large  collections.  During  the  late  anniversary 
of  the  Wesleyan  missionary  society,  held  in  Lon- 
don, upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  were  col- 
lected. A  sum  unprecedented  at  any  charitable 
festival.  The  amount  was  in  the  Ibllowing  sums, 
in  sterling  money: 
April  2.5 — Public  meeting  at  Great  Queen 

street  -  -  -     £51.5.3 

27 — Annual  sermons  in  the  Lon- 
don chapel  - 
30 — Collection  at  Exeter  hall 

Donations  and  new  subscrip- 

■  'ons,  do      - 
An  aged  friend,  do      - 
Francis  Riggall,  esq.,  do 

£6,933.19.0 

Moral  effects  of  marriage.  The  statistics  of  the 
eastern  penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  are  curious 
in  the  great  inequality,  which  they  exhibit  be- 
tween married  and  unmarried  convicts.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  prisonei-s  received  the  last  year, 
one  hundred  and  ten  were  unmarried.  Six  were 
widowers,  and  forty-five  only  were  married.  I 
have  never  seen  a  stronger  illustration  of  the  moral 
influence  of  marriage.  It  is  too  late  fo  eulogize 
the  marriage  institution,  after  file  world's  experi- 
ence of  its  ameliorating  influence  upon  the  human 
condition  for  six  thousand  years.  But  we  may 
take  the  instance  as  an  evidence  of  its  effects,  in 
pi-omofing  good  habits,  morality  and  virtue  amongst 
the  lowest  classes  of  society. 
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CtJ-Tlic  stKam-sliip  Ro'jal  11  i.7i.7,;i,  aiiivi-il  at 
Neiv  Yoik,  Oil  Tuesday  evening  List,  in  about  eigh- 
teen .mU  a  hall  days  lioin  Liverpool.  She  brought 
advices  I'roui  London  to  the  4tn,  and  Liverpool  to 
the  5lh  of  July,  includiiig  a;i  account  of  the  coro- 
nation ot  queen  I'ictoiia,  which  look  placo  on  the 
23th  ol  June.     See  page  351). 

(XJ-.V  public  dinnT  wassi'en  to  Mr.  Web$ler  by 
the  ci'izeiis  of  Uoslnn  on  Tuesday  last,  on  which 
occasion  he  delivered  an  address  in  his  usu.il  elo- 
quent manner.  Among  tne  quests  were  Messrs. 
J'renliss,  of  Miss.,  and  Jlcnefee,  of  Ky.,  both  of 
whom  addressed  the  company  in  reply  lo  compli- 
mentary toasts.  We  will  give  some  account  of  the 
pi'oceedings  in  our  iie.vt. 

fi3-The  lion.  iriWi.im.JWfn.ofOhio.at  the  earnest 
invitation  of  his  political  friends,  attended  a  meet- 
in.;  at  the  •■Third  street  House"  in  Philadelphia  on 
Monday  evening  last,  and  addressed  the  assembly 
whicli  tilled  the  large  salo.'n.  The  Pennsylvanian 
says — ■■He  rapidly  revieued  the  |'0.itical  contest 
tli.lt  has  been  raging  in  the  republic  for  the  last  six 
years,  exposing  the  enemies  of  popular  liberty  in 
all  the  various  disguises  which  they  have  assiuned, 
and  which  they  now  wear,  and  |)ointed  out  the 
struggles  yet  lo  come,  expressing  his  linn  reliance 
in  the  virtue  of  the  people,  for  the  continu-d  defeat 
of  their  indefatigable  and  insidious  Ibes.  The  ef- 
fect of  this  address  was  such  a.s  we  have  rarely 
seen  equalled.  The  speaker  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  bursts  of  prolonged  and  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause; and  the  cheering,  when  he  concluded,  for- 
cibly toll!  the  imiwession  lie  had  made." 

Banks,  currency.  Sec.  It  will  be  seen  by  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  bank  convention,  inserted  below, 
that  the  banks  of  the  st.iles  of  AUssachiisi'tts.  Con- 
nectic:il,  Rhode  li'.and,  Pennsylvaniii,  Delaware, 
Murijhtiid,  Virgihij,  Kciduc!:y,  and  Missouri,  have 
resolved  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  loth  of 
next  month.  Their  example  will,  no  doubt,  be  imi- 
tated by  alt  the  solvent  tjanks  in  the  country,  and 
thus  the  people  will  be  relieved  of  the  evils  of  an 
irredeemable  papier  currency.  Sincerely  do  we 
con'^ratiil.ite  our  li^iends  upon  the  prospects  which 
are  now  opened  to  industry  and  eiiterpiiso;  for  we 
feel  assured  th  it  the  recupeiative  energies  of  the 
country  will  speedily  efface  all  traces  of  the  ruin 
and  desolation  with  which  it  has  been  visited,  and 
that  the  general  prosperity  will  be  placed  on  such  a 
basis  that  none  will  hereafter  dare  to  disturb  it. 

Bank  convention.  The  following  is  the  offi- 
ical  report  of  the  pioceedlngs  of  the  bank  conven- 
tion held  in  Philadelphia  on  Monday  last: 

Philadelphia,  July  23d,  1S33. 
,\t  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  banks  of 
Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  Missouri, 
held  this  day  at  the  bank  of  Pcnnsvlvania,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  John  B.  Moiris',  esq.,  of  Bal- 
timore, wa?a[ipointed  president,  and  Klihu  Chauu- 
cey,  of  Pniladelphia,  secretary. 

TliR  following  cominunicatioii  from  the  commit- 
tee of  banks  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
w  as  read  : 

'-The  undersigned,  a  committee  authoriz.d  by 
the '  associated  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  to  invite  the  banks  of  Boston,  Pro- 
virtence,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  ami  such  others 
a?  the  timr  admits  of,  to  meet  the  bhnks  of  Phila- 
d  dphia,  i  1  convention  in  this  city,  on  Monday  the 
23d  Ju'y  instant,  to  consult  upon  the  measures  lo 
be  adopted  for  an  e.irly  and  simultaneous  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments. 

Report,  That  in  compliance  svith  the  foregoing 
instruciions,  a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  and  an  invi- 
tation lo  meet  this  convention  were  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  cities  enumerated  above,  to  all 
the  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Connecticut,  to 
Dela^.vare,  to  Charleston,  and  to  several  of  the 
western  states,  from  whom  communications  had 
been  received  on  a  former  occasion.  Answers  hav- 
ing been  received  from  Boston,  Providence,  Nor- 
wich. Baltimore,  Winchester,  Richmond,  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  parts  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, are  hereto  annexed.  From  this  correspondence 
it  will  be  seen,  that  all  the  banks  consulted,  have 
concurred  in  the  opinion  that  their  respective  iiuti- 


banks  of  Pliiladelpliia,  and  assent  to  such  period  as 
shall  be  Selected  by  the  convention  for  the  lesu.np- 
tion  of  specie  payments. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Dunlap, 

Wm.  D.  Lewis, 
h.  f.  hollingshead, 
Chales  S.  Boker, 
Elihu  Chauncey, 

ComrHl7/ff. 

The  coinraunications  from  banks  in  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut.  Virginia,  and 
Kentucky,  rcfeired  to  in  the  above  report,  were 
read;  and  the  convention  decided  that  tl.e  letters 
from  the  banks  of  those  states  to  the  chairman  of 
the  above  committee,  arc  sudicient  to  authori-/.e  him 
to  vote  in  their  behalf  on  the  questions  which  shall 
coine  before  this  convention. 

On  motion  m.ide  and  seconded,  it  was  decided 
that  the  vote  on  all  questions  in  this  convention  shall 
be  taken  hv  states,  each  state  havii-g  one  vote. 

'J'hc  following  resolution  was  olfered  by  Joseph 
B^iily,  esq.,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Delaware,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Chauncey  of  Pliilailelphia: 

Reiolfcd,  That  the  bank's  represented  in  this  con- 
vention, will  resume  specie  payments  on  the  13th 
day  of  .\Ui;ust  next,  and  recommend  that  day  for 
the  resumption  by  the  banks  generally. 

This  resolution  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Evans,  of  Ballimoie,  movid  that  the  word  '•tliir- 
teeiitir' be  stricken  out,  and  the  word  "ninth"  in. 
sertcd  in  its  place.  The  motion  being  seconded  by 
J.  Smith,  esq.,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, the  vote  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  Those  voting  for  the  motion 
were  Maryland  and  Missouri,  2;  and  those  voting 
a!;ainst  it  were  Pennsylvania,  Delawaie,  Virginia, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Kentucky,  7. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
as  offered  by  Mr.  Baily,  it  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the  proceedings  of 
this  convention  be  published,  and  communicated  to 
the  banks  generally  throughout  the  United  States. 
Attest,  John  B.  Morris,  Prcsidenl. 

Elihu  Chacncev,  Secretary. 

Elisii-v  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio.  It  is  stated 
in  the  CiiiCinnati  (0.)  Evening  Post,  that  JMr. 
Whittlesey  has  not  only  refuSLd  to  be  a  candidate 
for  re-election,  but  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
present  conjress.  This  communication  will,  no 
doubt,  be  received  with  pain  and  regret  throughout 
the  whole  country;  for  all  acquainted  with  the 
proceedings  of  congre.ss,  know  that  Mr.  W.  was 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  indefatigable  mem- 
bers of  that  boilv,  and  that,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  claims  he  has  conferred  lasting  benefits 
upon  the  country  in  preventing  the  payment  of 
unjust  demands  upon  the  government,  and  cheered 
many  a  drooping  lieait  bv  the  zeal  and  vigour  with 
which  lie  pressed  the  payment  of  those  which 
were  just.  Notwi-hstanding  the  vast  labor  he  he- 
stowed  upon  the  various  and  intricate  duties  which 
devolveil  upon  hiin  in  the  commiltee  room,  he  w.as 
always  punctual  in  the  ilischarge  of  his  duties  in  the 
house,  and  fully  merited  the  confidence  that  was 
reposed,  in  him  by  men  of  all  parties  by  his  fair 
and  honorable  conduct;  and  we  lia-/.ard  nothiiiK  in 
saying,  ttiat  there  is  not  another  member  of  that 
body  whi'se  loss  will  he  so  severely  felt  or  so  much 
reijretted.  Notbins,  we  are  satisfied,  but  the  most 
im'perious  obligations  ofprivate  duty  have  impell-d 
Mr.  W.  to  this  step;  and  while  we  regret  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  rendered  it  necessary,  vve 
will  heartily  rejoice  if  he  hnds  in  the  quiet  pursuits 
of  private  life,  that  happiness  and  prosperity  which 
his  public  services  so  richly  merit. 

Reception  of  the  president.  The  Norfolk 
Heralil  of  Wednesday  has  the  loliowing  notice  ol 
president  Van  Bureii's  reception  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort and  Norfolk: 

The  president  of  the  United  States  landed  at  Old 
Point  Comfort  yesterday  inornin;;  from  the  steam- 
boat Columbia',  accompanied  by  the  hnn.  J.  R. 
Poinsett,  secretary  of  war;  the  hon.  J.  K.  Paulding, 
secretary  of  the  navy;  and  his  sons  major  Van 
B'lreii  and  Mr.  Smith' Van  Buren.  On  landini:,  the 
presirlent  and  suite  were  conducted  to  the  quarters 


prepared  for  Ih.ni,  and  where,  alter  examining  the 
fortihcations,  the  president  received  the  vigils  ol  the 
numerous  visiters  to  the  Point  until  one  o'clock 
At  that  hour  he  was  wailed  on  by  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  the  court  and  commtMi  council  of  Norfolk, 
deputed  to  invite  him  to  visit  the  borough  and  ten- 
der him  its  hospitality.  The  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  president  willi  his  suite,  attended 
by  the  committee  came  up  in  the  evening,  in  the 
steamboat  Old  Dominion.  The  jircsideiit  and  his 
cortege  landed,  about  sunset,  at  the  foot  of  Market 
squar",  where  the  volunteer  companies  of  the  bo- 
rouijh  weie  drawn  up  in  line  to  receive  them,  and 
on  their  landing  escorted  them  to  French's  hotel, 
where  apaitnients  had  been  prepared  for  them  by 
the  direction  of  the  committee. 

The  president  deported  himself  most  gracefully, 
and  received  all  who  were  introduced  to  him.  with 
a  winnini;  ease  and  aliability  which  could  not  but 
inspire  them  with  admiration  of  his  character  as 
the  high  dignitary  and  the  accomplished  gentleman. 
He  will  only  remain  here  to-day.  as  he  has  made 
arrungements  to  leave  to-morrow  morning;  in  the 
steaiidioat  Thomas  Jelf-ison  for  Richmond,  whence 
he  will  proceed  to  the  White  SulphurSprings.  He 
will  be  -at  home,'  to  those  who  may  call  on  liiin 
from  half  past  ei^ht  till  ten  o'clock,  this  forenoon, 
at  which  latter  hour  he  will  visit  the  navy  yard, 
iiry  dock,  fee.  until  one,  when  he  will  receive  the 
allentions  of  the  citi-iens  of  Portsmouth;  after 
which  he  will  return  to  Frencli's  to  dinner. 


Brazilian  .minister.  St.D.rembersador  E.  F. 
Franca,  minister  from  Brazil,  has  arrived  at  Wash- 
ington ami  been  presented  tothe  president. 

The  Globe  says:  '■!!  gives  us  pleasure  to  stale 
that  M.  Cavalcanti  d'-Mbuquerqiie,  late  chnrge 
d'alfaires  of  the  empire  of  Brazil  in  the  United 
Stales,  who  has  discharged  his  otfieial  duties  in  this 
coiintty  satisfactorily  to  our  government,  has  re- 
ceived a  new  proof  of  the  conhdence  of  his  own. 
in  his  appointment  as  cliaige  d'affaires  ol  Brazil 
to  her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain. 

Mr.  C.  paid  on  Tuesday  his  farewell  visit  to  the 
secretary  o(  state,  having  the  evening  before  Mr. 
Franca's  presentation,  taken  leave  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States." 

From  Brazil.  Lftters  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  the 
1st  of  June,  with  the  sight  of  which  we  have  been 
favored,  mention  the  receipt  of  advices  from  Rio 
Grande  lo  May  22d,  confirming  the  total  defeat  of 
the  eovernment  troops  by  the  insurgents  of  that 
provitice,  with  a  loss  of  2,000  men.  Only  a  few 
cavalry  and  three  generals  escaped.  The  rebels 
were  marching  towards  Rio  Grande,  and  there  was 
no  hope  of  the  government  being  able  In  withstand 
:hern.  The  province  (Rio  Grande)  was  considered 
as  lo=t  to  Brazil.  It  is  the  southernmost  province 
of  Brazil,  and  borders  on  the  Oriental  republic,  of 
which  Montevideo  is  the  capital. 

[If.   Y.  Journal  of  Cojnmcrce. 

MuRDF.R  OF  A  .lUDGE.  The  Louisvillc  Herald 
slates  on  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  direct  from 
St.  Louis,  that  jiidje  Dougherty,  of  the  city  and 
county  court  of  St.  Louis,  was  murdered  on  Satur- 
day, IJth  instant,  about  a  mile  below  that  city,  by 
some  person  unknown.  The  judge  wason  hi.s  way 
from  a  bridge,  in  Ihe  buildinj  of  which  he  was  con- 
cerned. He  was  killed  by  a  dicharge  of  buck-shot, 
which  lodged  in  the  side  of  his  head,  penetrating 
the  brain.  The  greatest  excitement  prevailed  in 
that  city  in  consequence  of  it,  and  a  circular  had 
been  issued  calling  on  the  citizens  to  aid  in  the 
search  for  the  murderer.  A  great  many  accordingly 
turned  out  and  were  scorning  the  country  in  every 
direction.  One  individual  had  been  arrested  and 
lodged  in  jail  on  suspicion. 

Maine.  The  conservatives  of  this  state  have 
nominated  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  the  present  member 
of  congress  from  the  Cumberland  district,  now  in 
Europe,  for  governor.  There  are  now  three  candi- 
dates in  the  field. 


tutions,   whether  actually  represented  in  this  con 

vention  or  not,  will  cordially  cooperate  with  the  I  of  captain  Huger,  wherea' 
Vol.  LIV.— SiG    — 


North  Carolina  Election.     The  election  in 
.Vorlh  Carolina  for  governor   and  members   of  the 
state  legislature  commenced  on  Thursday  last  whea 
en  i  ten  counties  voted. 
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Trade    o.v   the   canals.     From   the  Piltsburg 
Gazelle.     The  trade  ol  the  Ohio  state  cuiial  contin- 
ues steadily  to  increase.     During  the  month  ol  June 
just  past  there  arrived  at  Cleveland,  by   way  of  the 
canal,  34,21d,616  lbs.  ol'  produce,  ol  which  the  lol- 
lowing  articles  constituted  the  principal  part: 
190,134  bushels  Wheat, 
22,462      do       Corn, 
2,489       do       Oats, 
71,404  barrels  Flour, 
9,506       do       Pork, 
2,314      do       Whiskey, 
28,731  pounds  Butter, 
409,716      do       Lard, 
-      772,483       do       Bacon, 

69  hhds.  Tobacco. 
Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  were  cleared  Irom  Cleveland,  by  way  ol  the 
canal,  during  the  past  month,  4,012,162  lbs.  Dur- 
ing the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  were 
cleared  3,455,985  lbs. 

The  Pennsylvania  canal  commissioners  are  mak- 
ing extraordinary  efforts  to  repair  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  the  public  works  on  the  Juniata.  A 
thousand  laborers  will  be  engaged  in  the  course  of 
the  present  week. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  state  works 
from  the  1st  November  to  the  2d  instant,  was 
$656,331  76. 

New  York  Canals.  We  learn  from  the  Albany 
Argus  that  the  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York 
state  canals  lor  the  4th  week  in  June,  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $47,123  90 — exceeding  the  receipts  lor 
the  coriespondmg  week  in  1837,  by  the  sum  of 
$15,034  99.  The  tolls  for  the  whole'month  of  June 
exceed  the  collections  in  the  same  month  in  1837, 
by  about  37  per  cent. 

From  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of 
June,  tlieie  has  been  received  for  canal  tolls  (he 
sum  ol  $516,081  02.  This  exceeds  the  collections 
up  to  the  same  time  in  1837,  by  the  sum  of 
$119,966  87,  and  is  only  about  $2,000  less  than  the 
collections  to  that  time  in  1836. 

The  quantity  of  merchandize  cleared  from  Albany 
and  Troy  liom  the  opening  of  navigalion  to  Ihe 
close  of  June  lor  the  present  and  the  two  preceding 
years,  has  been  as  follows,  viz: 

1836.  1837.  1S3S. 

Mer.  cleard  37,686  tons.  32,169  tons.  37,392  tons. 
Tliis  shows  an  increase,  comparing  this  year  with 
last,  of  5,223  tons  of  merchandise,  equal  to  16  per 
cent.  Besides  the  merchandise  cleared  on  Ihe 
canals,  they  have  passed  over  the  rail  road  Ibis  sea- 
son 1,526  tons. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  arriving  at  tide 
water  up  to  June  30,  for  three  years,  is  as  tollows, 
viz: 

1S36.  1837.  1833. 

Barrels  flour,  271,070        163,660         276,936 
Do  wheat     143,358  39,477         194,228 

The  increase  of  flour  and  wlieat  this  year  over 
last,  equal  to  139,216  barrels  of  flour,  or  about  79 
per  cent. 

Produce  trade  of  Clevelaxd  in  eleve.\ 
WEEKS.  The  Herald  states  that  the  earliest  receipts 
ol  produce  tnis  season,  at  that  port,  by  the  Ohio 
canal,  were  on  the  ISth  of  April,  and  the  quantities 
received  from  that  ilate  until  the  30th  of  June,  em- 
bracing a  period  of  less  than  eleven  weeks,  were  as 
follows: 


Wheat, 

457,460  bush 

val. 

at  $1,25 

$.571,825 

Corn, 

34,145    do 

do 

65 

22,194 

Oats, 

7,194    do 

do 

40 

2,877 

Flour, 

144,124  bbls. 

do 

6  75 

972,837 

Pork, 

26,146    do 

do 

14  00 

366,044 

Whiske 

y,      5,292    do 

do 

13  00 

68,790 

Bacon, 

1,288,162  lbs. 

do 

09 

115,934 

Lard, 

890,473    do 

do 

08 

71,237 

Butter, 

78,346    do 

do 

12i 

9,793 

$2,201,537 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  affixed  an  average 
valuation  to  each  of  the  descriptions  of  produce, 
and  that  the  aggregate  value  is  two  millious,  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand,  fwe  hundred  and  Ihirtij- 
seven  dollars! 

Narrow  escape  fbo.m  death.  Miss  Mary 
Clark,  daughter  of  captain  Dyer  Clark,  of  Medway, 
and  one  of  the  school  teachers  in  that  town,  was 
passing  through  a  pasture  containing  a  number  of 
young  cattle,  on  her  w^iy  from  her  school.  She 
was  suildenly  pursued  and  attacked  w-ith  great  fury, 
by  a  three  year  old  heifer,  which  soon  overtook, 
and  struck  her  to  the  ground  with  her  horns.  Her 
screams  brought  no  one  to  her  relief,  and  the  en- 
raged animal  stood  as  in  triumph  over  its  prostrate 
victim  endeavoring  to  gore  her.  The  horns.nf  the 
furious  creature  caught  in  her  dress,  and  she  was 
alternately  thrown  into  the  air,  and  dashed  upon 


the  earth  with  the  greatest  violence.  Her  clothes 
were  literally  lorn  in  fragments  from  her  body— and 
her  books,  maps,  and  other  articles  which  she  was 
carrying  home,  were  shivered  and  scattered  to  the 
winds.  The  wild  and  fiery  eye-balls  of  the  infuri- 
ated beast  were  staring  full  in  her  face,  preparatory 
to  a  more  dreadful  attack,  but  still  none  heard  her 
cry,  none  came  to  her  rescue,  and  to  use  her  own 
significant  language,  she  "thought  her  hour  had 
come  and  she  commended  her  soul  to  God,  and 
believed  she  must  die  there  alone." 

But  actuated  by  thatspiritof  true  female  heroism, 
which  the  hour  of  imminent  peril  will  often  deve- 
lope,  she  resolved  to  make  one  eflbrt  more,  and  sud- 
denly springing  to  her  feet,  she  seized  her  deadly 
foe  by  the  horns.  The  animal  immediately  plunged 
at  her  with  all  its  might,  but  she  held  her  firm 
grasp  upon  the  horns,  and  making  what  defence 
she  could  with  her  feet,  ran  backwards  till  she  came 
to  a  stone  wall,  and  here  in  the  unequal  strife,  a 
kind  Providence,  she  hardly  knows  how,  enabled 
her  to  clear  the  wall  and  escape — covered  with 
wounds,  and  blood,  and  dust — to  the  nearest  house. 
A  physician  %vas  called,  every  attention  was  paid  to 
her  by  the  kind  neighbors,  and  that  evening  she 
was  removed  to  her  farther's  dwelling,  and  is  in  a 
fair  way  to  recover. 

The  young  lady  had  on  a  red  dress  and  a  red 
shawl.  It  is  well  known  that  some  cattle  of  pecu- 
liar temperament,  are  attracted  and  enraged  by  ap- 
pearances of  this  kind,  and  this  sad  accident  should 
be  a  warning  to  others. 

[Boston  Jldvertiser. 

Statue  of  Washington.  The  following,  from 
the  Cooperstown  Freeman's  Journal,  gives  the  only 
definite  information  we  recollect  to  have  seen  of  the 
progress  making  by  Grecnough,  the  sculptor,  with 
the  statue  of  Washington,  ordered  by  congress.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  figure  has  been  modelled,  but 
that  the  delay  has  been  mainly  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring,  in  an  entire  block,  the  marble 
which  is  to  perpetuate  the  artist's  design — weigh- 
ing as  it  does  in  the  rough,  some  sixty  tons. 

iJibany  ^irgus. 

"Mr.  Fennimore  Cooper  has  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Greenough  the  sculptor,  of  a  date  as  late  as  May 
6th,  1838",  in  which  that  gentleman,  speaking  ol  the 
statue  lor  the  rotunda  of  the  capilol,  says — "The 
statue  of  Washington,  after  cruel  delays,  from 
cholera,  quarantines  and  the  state  of  the  roads,  is 
now  in  full  progress.  The  marble  promises  well, 
and  we  are  near  the  surface.  The  block  weighed 
1311,000  lbs.  when  we  commenced  on  it.  It  is  fast 
losing  its  chips.'  In  another  part  of  the  same  let- 
ter the  artist  says,  'I  have  just  finished  Venus  Vic- 
trix,  and  am  now  preparing  a  statue  from  the  Para- 
ilise  Lost;  Abdiel  as  described  at  the  close  of  the 
Fifth  Book.' 

"As  the  art  of  the  statuary  is  so  little  understood 
ill  this  country,  it  maybe  well  to  explain  w  hy  a 
statue  that  was  ordered  four  year~  since,  should  now 
be  just  commenced  in  tie  inarble.  The  figure  is 
first  modelled  in  clay,  by  the  artist  himself.  In  this 
state  it  receives  its  general  form  with  all  that  is  in- 
tellectual, or  its  attitude  and  expression.  A  good 
artist  frequently  consumes  years  on  a  single  work, 
while  in  the  clay.  When  modelled  as  it  is  called, 
the  whole  is  covered  with  plaster  ol  Paris,  the  clay 
is  dug  out,  and  a  firm  mould  is  left,  with  the  con- 
cave impression  of  the  figure.  Fresh  plaster  is  in- 
troduced after  oiling  the  inner  surface,  when  the 
concave  mould  is  broken,  a  regular  statue  in  plaster 
remains.  This  is  done  to  produce  astatue  in  a  firm 
substance  like  plaster,  instead  of  leaving  it  in  the 
clay,  which  requires  to  be  constantly  moistened  to 
prevent  its  falling  to  pieces.  The  woik  in  the 
marble  now  commences  with  measurements  taken 
from  the  plaster  cast.  When  ordinary  workmen 
have  wrought  the  stone  down  to  what  Mr.  Gree- 
nough calls  "the  surface,"  the  artist  takes  it  in  hand 
again,  and  gives  those  finishing  touches  with  the 
chisel,  that  produce  the  appear.ince  of  flesh,  mus- 
cles and  bones.  This  finishing  forms  the  merit  of 
the  detail,  as  the  ideal,  or  the  expression  constitutes 
the  intellectual  character  of  a  work  of  this  sort." 

Letter  fro.ii  Mb.  Duncan  of  Ohio. 

Washington,  May  30,  1838. 
To  the  editor  of  the   Western   Courier: 

Sir:  A  friend  of  mine  has  just  furnished  me  with 
a  number  of  your  useful  and  patriotic  paper  by 
which  I  find  that  some  of  the  federal  bank  editors, 
in  your  portion  of  the  state,  have  made  some  use  of 
my  name  for  exercising  my  franking  privilege,  to 
aid  the  distribution  of  political. documents,  in  dis- 
tricts other  than  that  which  I  immediately  repre- 
sent. ' 

Now,  be  it  known,  that  the  notice  thus  taken  of 
the  aforesaid,  is  for  the  purpose  of  inciting  all  good 
democrats  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  whatever  con- 


gressional district  they  may  reside,  to  forward  me 
their  names,  county  of  residence,  and  jiost  office, 
and  I  will  furnish  them,  and  each  of  them,  with 
sound  whole-hog  Jackson-Van  Buren  anti-bank 
democratic  documents,  by  virtue  of  my  franking 
privilege,  tvhile  I  enjoy  it,  and  so  far  as  documents 
come  to  my  hand — holding  myself  responsible  for 
all  consequences  resulting  from  the  whinings  and 
snarlings  of  bank  spaniels,  and  federal  tools  of  the 
whole  editoiial  corps. 

Respectfully,  A.  Duncan. 


Mississippi  election- 

-official. 

Wh 

„. 

Ad. 

Counties.        Prentiss. 

Word. 

Claiborne. 

Davis 

Adams, 

693 

665 

299 

281 

Ainite, 

335 

322 

265 

206 

Alalia, 

145 

142 

172 

170 

Bolivar, 

40 

40 

8 

8 

Carroll, 

500 

488 

368 

362 

Copiah, 

280 

258 

312 

295 

Covington, 

43 

32 

192 

181 

Claiborne, 

410 

378 

350 

320 

Choctaw, 

154 

143 

277 

261 

Chickasaw, 

45 

43 

82 

81 

Coahomo, 

34 

32 

68 

68 

Clarke, 

53 

29 

114 

98 

De  Soto, 

141 

138 

118 

115 

Franklin, 

109 

113 

147 

140 

Green, 

71 

63 

34 

26 

Hinds, 

1107 

1060 

403 

409 

Holmes, 

357 

345 

235 

230 

Hancock, 

129 

127 

22 

21 

Itawamba, 

27 

22 

194 

187 

Jackson, 

10 

3 

71 

59 

Jefferson, 

425 

417 

121 

120 

Jasiier, 

159 

121 

177 

148 

Jones, 

22 

17 

114 

111 

Ken. per. 

209 

184 

370 

363 

Lauderdale, 

36 

28 

228 

220 

Leake, 

150 

143 

162 

155 

Lowndes, 

604 

569 

532 

494 

Lawrence, 

81 

76 

432 

426 

Lafayette, 

247 

242 

277 

273 

Marion, 

63 

61 

139 

136 

Monroe, 

327 

280 

410 

403 

Madison, 

621 

603 

270 

257 

Marshall, 

571 

554 

720 

707 

Noxubee, 

351 

336 

406 

386 

Newton, 

65 

53 

137 

135 

Neshoba, 

32 

19 

121 

113 

Octibbeha, 

111 

104 

155 

151 

Perry, 

60 

60 

30 

31 

Pike, 

138 

127 

226 

220 

Ponola, 

188 

ISO 

140 

129 

Pontoloc, 

178 

173 

149 

137 

Rankin, 

277 

265 

228 

222 

Smith, 

39 

24 

109 

95 

Scott. 

41 

39 

104 

100 

Simp'on, 

72 

64 

155 

148 

Tunica, 

11 

9 

34 

34 

Tallahatchie 

135 

126 

E9 

97 

Tishemingo, 

57 

61 

272 

262 

Tippah, 

204 

213 

327 

317 

Wayne, 

32 

16 

45 

37 

Washington, 

87 

S6 

29 

28 

Wilkinson, 

518 

511 

123 

128 

Winston, 

126 

121 

273 

271 

Warren, 

773 

760 

264 

267 

Yalobusha, 

506 

483 

466 

447 

Yazoo, 

522 

509 

202 

210 

12,772      12,077        11,776        11,346 

Munificent  bequests.  The  Register  of  wills 
has  jniblished  a  list  ol  the  charitable  bequests  of 
the  late  Mr.  Kohne,  formerly  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  many  years  pre- 
vious a  resident  of  the  city  and  county.  The 
amount  bequeathed  is  about  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  Mi .  Kohne  was  a  member,  is  the 
principal  object  of  his  bounty,  in  bequests  of  at 
least  $163,000,  to  be  variously  applied.  There  are 
various  bequests,  of  which  the  principal  are, 
$60,000  to  the  orphan  asylum,  $100,000  to  the 
house  of  refuge,  .$20,000  to'the  deaf  and  dumb  in- 
stitution, $10,000  to  the  dispensary  at  Philadelphia, 
and  several  laige  sums  to  benevolent  societies  in 
Charleston.  The  remainder,  estimated  at  $300,000, 
he  devises  to  "such  charitable  institutions  in  Penn- 
sylvania anti  South  Carolina,  as  his  executors,  or 
the  survivor  of  there,  shall  deem  most  beneficial  to 
mankind,  and  so  that  part  of  the  colored  population 
in  each  of  Ihe  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  South 
Carolina  shall  partake  of  the  benefits  thereof." 
Well  may  the  pious  Episcopalian  repeal  Ihe  oft- 
repeated  declaration  of  good  old  Job:  "The  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord."        IPhila.  National  Gasetle, 
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South  Carolina.  The  foll'iainj  resoliilioiis 
were  passej  by  the  legislature  ol  South  Carolina  at 
its  reci-nl  session: 

At  a  general  assembly  bc=;iin  and  holden  at  Colum- 
bia, on  Monday  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  huji- 
dred  and  lliirty-eif;ht,  and  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  adjournments,  to  the  first  day  of  June, 
in  the  same  year,  and  in  the  sixty-second  year  of 
the  sovereignly  and  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Rexoteed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature, 
the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  last  session,  recom- 
mending the  separation  of  the  government  from 
banks,  and  the  eventual  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  Slates  in 
the  constitutional  currency,  have  received  the  ap- 
probation ol"  the  people  of  this  state. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legisla- 
ture, the  policy  indicated  by  those  resolutions  is  es- 
sential to  the  best  interests  of  the  country;  and  that 
any  public  servant  who  reluseslo  promote  the  same, 
pursues  a  course  injurious  to  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  slate. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  presiding  officers  of  this 
legislature,  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  senators  and  representalivea  of 
this  state,  in  congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  /lOuse  of  represenlalires,  31st  May,  133S. 
Resolved,  That  the  house  do  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tions.    Ordered,  That  they  be  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

By  order:  T.  W.  Glover,  c.  h.  k. 

In  senate,  3\st  May,  1S38. 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  senate  do  concur  in  the  reso- 
lutions.    Ordered,  That   they    be   returned   to  the 
house  of  representatives. 

By  order:  J.4Cob  Warlev,  c.  s. 

The  footsteps  of  the  pilgri.ms.  Among 
the  earliest  New  England  religious  observances, 
were  the  thanksgiving  festivals,  and  the  annual 
days  of  fasting.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
proclajnation,  issued  in  March  last  by  governor 
Matthias,  at  Bassa  Cove,  that  the  exam|)le  of  the 
infant  colonies  of  New  England  has  been  copied 
by  the  infant  colonies  of  western  Aliica.  May  the 
land  of  Ihe  latter  be  blessed  as  the  former  has  been: 

Proclamation  for  thanksgiving.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  Ihe  proclamation  issued  by  the  governor 
of  Bdssa  Cove  and  Edina,  for  thanksgiving  on  the 
8lh  day  of  March  last.  We  have  copied  it  from 
ttie  colonial  journal  kept  by  the  governor — the 
Colonization  Herald. 

"The  past  year  has  been  distinguished  for  mer- 
cies of  no  ordinary  character.  The  public  health 
has  been  good.  Harmony  and  peace  have  prevail- 
ed among  us.  We  have  been  preserved  from  fa- 
mine and  war.  The  chiefs  of  the  nei^'bhoring 
tribes  respect  u.^,  and  court  our  alliance.  The  sea- 
sons have  been  fruitful. 

At  no  period  of  the  existence  of  the  colonies  has 
the  prospect  of  independence  by  means  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits  been  more  flatterinj.  Schools  are  in 
successful  operation,  knowledge  is  increasing,  the 
rights  of  conscience  and  Ihe  ])rotection  of  the  laws 
have  been  enjoyed  by  all.  In  a  wonl  the  colonies, 
through  the  divine  blessing,  are  fast  nsing  from  in- 
fancy to  the  strength,  firmness,  independence  and 
self-government  ol  manhood. 

In  view  of  these  and  other  blessings,  it  is  our 
duty  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God,  whence  we 
derive  them,  and  lo  return  him  thanks,  am!  to  beg 
of  him  a  continualion  of  his  blessings.  I  do  there- 
fore, with  ihe  advice  of  the  council,  appoint  Thurs- 
day, Ihe  81h  of  March,  as  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving, and  respectfully  recommend  the  good  people 
in  this  commonweallh  to  observe  it  as  usual. 

Given  under  mv  hand,  at  my  office  in  Bassa  Cove, 
this  26th  day  of  February,  1838. 

John  J.  Matthias." 

More  American  antiqitities^.^siatic  obi- 
gin  OF  the  Northern  Indians.  At  Sagada- 
noc,  on  the  Kennebec  (Maine,)  eleven  Indian 
graves  have  been  found — some  of  the  skeletons  7 
feet  high — others  sitting.  On  Ihe  head  of  one  is  a 
copper  kettle;  also  in  Ihe  graves,  stone  arrow  heads, 
and  beads,  nearly  all  indicating  an  existence  subse- 
quent to  the  inroads  of  the  whites  upon  this  conti- 
nent. In  the  tribes  of  the  extreme  of  our  north  we 
thus  see  the  .Asiatic  extraction  marked  by  the  grave 
relics  carried  with  the  dead  on  the  voyage  to  that 
other  world  "from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  re- 
turns." The  thought  is  pleasing  to  the  dying  leav- 
ing this  existence,  and  it  is  clearly  traceable  in  all 
that  pageantry  of  ceremony  which  the  Egyptians 
observed — for  they  were  a  nation  whose  costly  mau- 
soleums, and  cemeteries,  and  embalmments,  and  sar- 
cophagi, and  catacombs,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
their  thoughts  were  more  with  the  dead  than  the 


living — more  immortal  than  earthly — resting  in  fix- 
ed and  steadfast  faith  on  the  future,  and  noting  time 
only  by  ils  funeral  monuments  as  the  true  land- 
marks; as  even  in  the  midst  of  their  feasts  the 
corpse  and  its  cerements  were  there  to  speed  the 
revelry  of  the  banquet,  and  every  act  of  life,  public 
or  private,  seemed  ever  tinctured  with  the  domi- 
nant idea  that  soothed  and  shaded  Ihe  warm  ambi- 
tion of  that  heated  clime  with  a  subdued  philoso- 
phy that  could  look  on  the  inevitable  destiny  of  all 
with  composure,  and  even  welcome  it  with  joy. 
The  spirits  of  the  dead  are  beautifully  jiainteii  on 
Ihe  papyriises  found  in  the  collins.  under  the  cha- 
racterof  reapers,  harvesting  with  the  sickle  of  eter- 
nity the  fruits  of  the  good  actions  in  this  life;  an 
allegory  full  of  poetry  and  sublimity.     [N.  Y.  Star. 

"Hail  Columbia."  We  present  our  readers' 
with  an  .\mcrican  anecdote,  from  the  pen  of  a  va- 
lued correspondent,  respecting  the  composition  of 
'Hail  Columbia,'  by  judge  Hopkinson,  which  will 
be  new  to  most  of  our  subscribers.  llValdie's  Jour- 
nal of  Belles  J.cltrcs. 

Mr.  Editor:  Though  you  are  aware  that  the  ho- 
norable judge  Hopkinson  is  the  author  of  'Hail 
Columbia,'  you  may  not  know  the  circiiuistanci  s 
under  which  it  was  written.  I  have  heard  the  his- 
tory of  the  song  more  than  once,  and  hope  it  may 
find  a  place  of  record  in  some  corner  of  your  jour- 
nal, and  be  rescued  from  oblivion. 

In  the  year  1798  when  patriolic  feeling  pervaded 
the  country,  and  when  there  were  several  parties  in 
the  field.  iSlr.  Fox,  a  young  player,  who  was  more 
admired  for  his  vocal  than  histrionic  powers,  called 
one  morning  upon  his  friend  Mr.  H.,  and,  after 
staling  that  Ihe  following  evening  haO  been  a|ipoint- 
ed  for  his  benefit,  and  expressing  great  fear  for  the 
result,  as  not  a  single  box  had  been  taken,  begged 
his  friend  to  do  something  in  his  behalf. 

"If"  said  Fox  "you  will  write  me  some  patriotic 
verses  to  Ihe  tune  of  the  President's  March,  I  feel 
sure  of  a  full  house.  Several  of  the  people  about 
the  theatre  have  attempted  it;  but  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  cannot  be  done,  yet  I  think 
you  may  succeed."  Mr.  H.  consented  to  make  a 
trial,  and  requested  Fox  to  call  in  the  evening  to 
judge  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  retired  to  his  study,  and  in  a  short 
time  wrote  the  first  verse  and  chorus,  which  were 
submitted  to  Mrs.  Hopkinson,  who  sung  them  to  a 
piano  accompaniment,  and  proved  the  ineasun?  and 
music  to  be  compatible  and  in  keepins.  In  this 
way  the  second  and  other  verses  were  written,  and 
when  Fox  returned  in  the  evening,  he  received 
with  delight  the  song  as  it  now  stands.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  small  handbills  and  placards  an- 
nounced that  Mr.  Fox  would  sing  a  new  patriotic 
song,  SiC. 

The  thealie  was  crowded;  Ihe  song  was  sung, 
and  received  with  rapture;  it  was  repealed  eiL'ht 
times  and  again  encored,  and  when  sung  the  vintli 
time,  the  whole  audience  stood  up  and  joined  in 
the  chorus.  Night  after  night  'Hail  Columbia' 
cheered  the  visiters  of  the  theatre,  and  in  a  very 
few  days  it  was  the  universal  song  of  the  boys  in 
the  streets  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  olher. 
Nor  was  the  distinguished  author  of  this  truly  na- 
tional song^a  .song  which  met  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  parlies  of  the  day — forgotten.  The 
street  in  \\hich  he  resided  was  on  the  occasion 
crowded,  and  'Hail  Columbia'  broke  on  the  still- 
ness of  midnight  from  five  hundred  patriotic  voices. 

Towa  and  Wlsconsin.  It  appears  by  a  recent 
census  that  Ihe  new  terrilory  of  Iowa  has  a  popu- 
lation of  29,839.  Wisconsin  ti-rritory,  since  the 
dismemberment  of  Iowa,  contains  18,149  inhabi- 
lants,  or  did  a  month  or  two  ago.  Even  by  this 
time,  the  population  of  both  these  territories  has 
inrreased  considerably,  and  before  the  next  r^enrral 
census  i"  taken,  both  will  be  entitled  to  admission 
into  the  union. 

The  Racine  Argus  gives  an  enthusiastic  descrip- 
tion of  the  country  composing  the  present  territo- 
ry of  Wisconsin,  and  especially  that  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Uacine,  bordering  Lake  Michigan. 

The  whole  of  Racine  county,  (it  says,)  except- 
ing a  tract  upon  the  lake,  is  undulating  prairie  and 
timber,  having  a  soil  from  one  to  two  feet  rieep, 
with  a  rlay  sub-stratum.  In  Walworth  and  Hock 
the  prairie  is  more  level,  having  about  the  same 
depth  of  soil  with  a  sandy  sub-stratum.  There  is 
but  a  very  little  slone  except  upon  the  rivers,  and 
that  is  lime-stone.  The  timber  is  composed  prin- 
cipally of  burr  oak,  white  oak,  black  walnut,  hick- 
ory, and  sugar  maple. 

All  kinds  of  crops  which  may  be  raised  in  a 
northern  latitude  may  be  cultivated  with  success. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  wheat  sown  last  fall,  and 
it  is  doing  remaikably  well.  Indeed,  as  fine  pieces 
of  wheat  and  corn  can  be  shown  here  as  in  any 


country  in  the  world.  Oats,  rye,  barley,  buck- 
wheat, peas  and  beans,  have  been  very  productive. 
But  the  root  cultivation,  owing  to  the  depth  and 
newness  of  the  soil,  has  been  most  astonishing. 
Mr.  Pellibone,  of  Prairie  Village,  a  man  of  credi- 
bility, said  that  he  raised  a  turnip  last  year,  which 
was  larger  than  a  peck  measure.  Cows  give  a 
great  quantity  of  rich  milk,  and  cattle  of  all  kinds, 
owing  lo  the  great  range  of  pasturage  on  the  prai- 
rie, soon  become  very  fat,  and  furnish  Ihe  most 
tender  and  delicious  beef.  We  hesitate  not  to  say, 
that  as  a  stock  country  it  is  unrivalled.  The  great- 
est portion  of  this  tract  is  supplied  with  timber, 
and  is  well  watered,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
section  in  the  whole  which  is  waste  land,  and 
which  will  not  be  ultimately  inhabited. 

Our  rlimate,  as  to  heat  and  cold,  is  a  little  milder 
than  that  of  the  same  latitude  at  the  east,  we  being 
in  about  -12  degrees.  Our  atmosphere  is  much 
purer,  having  fewer  rainy  or  cloudy  days,  and  be- 
ing always  much  clearer.  Consequently  our  hori- 
zon ajipears  more  distant,  the  sky  more  lofty,  and 
the  heavenly  bodies  larger  and  more  brilliant.  An 
object  the  size  of  an  ox-team  can  be  seen  eight 
miles  with  Ihe  naked  eye.  No  case  of  fever  and 
ague,  billious  fever,  or  of  any  cpiilemic,  has  ever 
originated  in  this  country  since  ils  first  settlement. 
No  country  can  be  more  healthy. 

Gilbert  Knapp  was  the  first  white  settler  in  this 
section  of  Ihe  country.  He  settled  in  this  place  in 
November,  1831.  A  few  came  in  the  following 
winter,  and  many  more  the  next  spring.  The  first 
crops  that  were  raised  in  this  country,  were  raised 
in  1635.  There  are  several  farmers  now  who  have 
over  150  acres,  and  more  than  twenty  who  have 
over  100  acres  under  cultivation.  The  choicest 
breeds  of  sheep,  hogs,  horses,  and  cattle,  have  been 
iinpor:ed  here  from  the  stale  of  New  York,  and 
other  places.  The  best  seeds  and  kinds  of  grain 
have  been  introduced.  Fruit  trees  of  all  kinds 
have  been  brouzht  in  and  transplanted,  and  it  is 
confidently  believed  to  be  a  good  fruit  country. 
We  have  now  over  3, .300  inhabitants. 


LAW  CASES. 

Court  of  Common  I'leas.  Thursday  .-;-Berore  judge 
Ingraham. 

Mordecai  Meyers,  vs.  Thomas  Powell  et  al. — 
This  was  an  action  brought  asrainst  the  defendants, 
owners  of  the  steamboat  Highlander,  to  recover 
Ihe  value  of  a  trunk  and  contents  worth  $127,  the 
the  property  of  the  plaintilf's  son,  a  minor. 

It  appearetl  Irom  the  evidence,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  November  last,  Ihe  plaintilf's  son  came 
down  from  Newburg  to  this  city  in  the  Highlander, 
and  arrived  here  at  10  o'clock  in  the  evcnine. — 
Having  his  trunk  on  board  and  not  wishing  to  slay 
himself  he  inquired  of  the  captain  if  it  would  be 
safe  until  morning,  and  he  received  an  affirmative 
reply — the  captain  staling  that  a  watch  was  kept 
on  board  every  night  for  the  protection  of  the 
properly  on  board  the  boat.  Satisfied  with  this  as- 
surance, the  trunk  was  left  on  board  till  the  next 
morning,  and  the  plaintiff's  son  left  the  boat.  In 
the  morning  when  he  called  for  his  trunk,  he  was 
informed  that  it  bar!  been  delivered  to  a  black  man, 
who  brouirhl  an  order  for  it,  signed  by  one  Mr. 
Myers,  which  order  however  turned  out  lo  be  a 
forgery.  The  captain  and  the  owner  of  the  trunk 
then  started  in  search  of  the  negro  who  had  taken 
Ihe  trunk,  and  they  succeeded  in  finding  him  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours.  He  was  taken  to  the  police 
office,  but  it  being  clearly  proved  that  he  had  been 
made  the  tool  of  .«'ome  rogue,  he  was  discharged, 
but  nothing  has  ever  since  been  heard  of  the  trunk 
or  contents,  and  the  present  action  was  instituted 
against  the  defemlants  to  recover  the  value. 

The  above  facts  were  fully  proved  by  the  plain- 
tiff's  son,  as  was  the  value  of  the  contents  of  Ihe 
trunk,  an.-;  the  fact  of  the  delivery  to  the  negro  was 
admitted  by  the  defendants. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendants,  it  was  contended 
that  they  could  not  in  the  present  instance  be  sued 
as  common  carriers,  inasmuch  as  common  carriers 
were  only  liable  for  the  safe  delivery  of  Ihe  goods  at 
the  place  o(  destination.  This  it  was  contended 
had  been  done  in  the  present  case,  as  they  had  enily 
contracted  to  bring  the  trunk  to  this  city,  and  no 
compensation  had  been  paid  lo  the  captain  for  keep- 
ing it  one  night  in  safety.  The  only  evidence  ad- 
duced by  the  defendants,  was  that  ol  the  neero  who 
had  taken  the  trunk,  and  he  stated  that  he  received 
the  order  from  a  person  unknown  lo  him.  to  whom 
he  took  the  trunk.  He  was  met  in  Murray  street 
and  paid  for  carrjinsit,  and  the  person  who  had 
given  the  order,  had  shouldered  it  himself  and  went 
off-. 

The  court  charged  that  in  the  present  case  the 
main1}ueslion  lo  be  considered  was  as  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  trunk  here,  and  if  they  believed  that 
it  had  been  delivered,  the  defendants  were  entitled 
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to  a  verdict.  Proprietors  of  steamboats,  lite.,  were 
liable  as  comtnon  carriers  lor  any  thing  enlrustecl 
to  their  charge,  and  Ihey  were  bound  to  deliver  it 
sal'ely.  In  this  case  the  captain  remained  in  pos 
session  of  the  trunk,  and  the  rule  is  that  a  cariie 
is  bound  to  retain  goo, is  in  safety  and  to  protect 
thein  even  in  case  ol  Ihe  inability  or  refusal  of  the 
owner  to  call  lor  them  immediately.  Applying 
th's  rule  to  the  ])resent  case,  there  had  been  no  de- 
livery, f'T  the  caiitain  assumed  the  chi.ige  of  the 
gooils  until  called  for  by  the  plainlill  's  son.  If  the 
jury  thought  that  the  goods  had  been  delivered  to 
the-  right  owner,  their  verdict  would  be  for  Ihe  d 
fendatjts,  and  if  not,  they  would  find  a  verdict  for 
the  plaiiitilf,  and  estimate  the  value  of  tlie  trunk 
and  contents,  according  to  the  feslimony.  Verditt 
for  plaiiitiif,  .flOU  and  costs.    [iV.  Y.  Conr.  4-  £715. 

Supreme  judicial  court.  Adjourned  law  term. 
June.  \V.  J.  Loring  I's.  The  Kcplune  Insurance 
company. 

Tills  was  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  ou 
the  cargo  on  board  the  bark  Stag,  fjom  Cuba  to 
Hamburg.  The  plaintiff'  was  part  owner  of  the 
vessel  with  J.  A.  Cunningham,  and  eacli  had  a  se- 
parate invoice  cf  350  boxes  sugar.  The  vessel  met 
with  bad  weather,  was  obliged  to  cutaway  some  of 
her  equipment.^  and  tlirovv  overboard  a  part  ol  Iji-r 
cargo,  and  she  [int  into  Bermuda.  It  was  found  at 
Bermuda  that  8S  boxes  of  plaintilf's  sugars  were 
damaged  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  Iheir  Value.  A 
general  average  adjustment  was  made  at  Hamburg, 
by  Mr.  Oldermann,  the  despatcheur,  who  is  aloiT" 
aulhoriZ'.d  by  the  law  of  that  place  to  execute  Ihij 
duly.  Among  the  contributary  interests  brought 
into  the  adjustment,  were  the  140  boxes  ol  sugars 
aboie  meidioned,  at  full  invoice  cost.  The  con- 
signee of  the  vessel,  and  ol  the  plaintiff's  part  of 
th  ■  cargo,  settled  the  general  average  on  this  basis. 
The  delendauts  paid  plainlilf  Ihe  value  of  the  sugars 
which  w^ere  totally  lost,  and  sixty  per  cent,  of^the 
value  of  the  decayed  parcel.  The  plaintiif  claimed 
to  recover  the  amount  assessed  on  him  as  owner  of 
the  said  140  boxes  which  the  defendants  resisted. 

This  case  w  as  argued  by  C.  G.  ami  F.  C.  Loriiig 
for  the  plaintiif,  who  contended  that  a  general  ave- 
rage adju-stment,  made  in  the  port  of "cleslination, 
fairly  and  aci;ordin!: to  the  law  of  that  place,  was 
conclusive  on  all  parties  interested  in  the  ship,  car- 
go  and  freight;  and  that  this  adjustment  was  made 
in  that  manner.  To  piove  vvhich  they  produced 
the  depositions  of  the  despacheur,  the  consignee, 
and  l>r.  Gussler,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Hnrrisbura-; 
and  Ihey  contended  further,  that  the  plaintiiT  was 
enlitled  by  law  to  recover  from  the  defendants  the 
suin  he  had  lost  by  such  assessment  and  they  cited 
numerous  authorities,  both  English  and  American 
in  support  of  their  principles. 

C.  P.  Curtis,  esj.  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  ar 
gued,  that  the  assessment  on  the  plaintiff' forprop-^r- 
ty  which  was  not  saved  by  the  sacrifice,  was  a^ainsl 
common  justice — and  that  the  clearest  evidence 
ought  to  he  produced  that  it  was  made  pursuant  to 
the  law  of  the  place;  he  contra?;  d  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  (Jossler,  who  had  no  intere---t  in  T'le  case, 
wilh  that  of  the  despacheur  w  lio  maile  up  the  ad- 
justment, and  the  consiLMiee  who  paid  the  money, 
and  might  be  called  upon  to  repay  it,  if  the  plaiii- 
tiif did  not  recover  it  here.  But  admitting  the 
general  principle,  that  [larlies  are  bo  ind  by  a  general 
average  adjustment,  made  at  the  port  of  destinalion, 
conformably  to  Ihe  established  laws  of  that  place! 
and  adiuilting  (for  the  purpose  ofargumeni)  that 
this  adjustment  was  so  made,  the  learned  counsel 
argued,  Ihat  the  law  was  founded  in  a  mistake  or 
disregard  of  the  comtnon  principles  of  justice,  and 
ought  not  to  be  reco,'ui3ed  as  binding  in  our  courts. 
G'-neral  average  conlribiition  waj  based  on  Ihe  prin- 
ci|de  of  benefit  receiveii  by  the  coiilribntor  from 
tlie  jeltison  or  expenditure'or  other  sacrifice  made 
for  the  common  good,  and  Ihat  property  which  wa.s; 
finally  lost  never" ought  and  did  not  contribute  to 
the  payment  of  general  average,  except  I  hat  which 
was  the  subject  of  jeltison  orsacrifice; — thus  it  was 
paid  for  by  the  other  contributary  interests,  and 
was  itself  brought  inio  the  adjiisiment  as  one  of 
those  interests.  If  it  were  not,  it  would  be  betti  r 
for  the  owner  to  have  his  goods  thrown  overboard 
in  case  of  storm,  than  to  have  them  arrive  in  good 
safely.  Ifthis  Hamburg  regulation  was  to  prevail, 
the  condition  ol'  ari  owner  who  lost  half  his  invoice 
by  jettison  would  be  far  better  otf  than  another 
owner  who  should  lo.se  an  equal  quantity  by  tlie 
storin.  'Wliile  the  owner  of  the  fii'st  was  paid  for 
his  '.'ooda  because  they  were  sacrificed,  the  owner 
of  the  others  would  not  only  have  no  claim  ('or|)av- 
racnt  for  his,  but  would  be  held  to  conlrihiite  as 
owner  of  the  very  goods  which  he  had  lost,  to  the 
reimbursement  of  his  fortunate  co  shipper,  whose 
goods  happened  to  be  more  convenient  to  be  thrown 
overboard. 


Chief  justice  Shaw  delivered  Ihe  opinion  of  the 
court.  They  considered  the  iransaclion  at  Ham- 
burg in  the  nature  of  judicial  proceedings,  and  al- 
Ihoiigh  the  rule  adopted  at  that  port  certainly  ap- 
peared to  be  a  singular  one,  yet  they  felt  bound  to 
acquiesce  in  it,  believing  as  they  did,  thai  it  was 
the  law  of  that  place.  It  was  difficult  to  see  how 
Iheplaintilf  could  have  got  rid  of  paying  what  he 
(lid,  and  it  was  but  just  and  reasonable  that  he 
should  recover  in  the  present  action.  The  adjust- 
ment at  Hamburg  was  binding  on  both  parlies,  and 
there  must  be  judgment  on  the  verdict. 

[Boston  Daily  Times. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  KENTUCKY. 

At  the  first  frieeling  of  the  Kentucky  historical 
socieiy,  the  following  anecdote  of  Indiarigeneiosity 
and  magnanimity  was  related  by  a  gentleman  dis- 
tinguished in  the  annals  of  Kentucky,  with  whose 
permission  we  give  it  to  the  public  through  our 
paper: 

About  the  year  1784  or  1785,  Mr.  Andrew  Row- 
an*  embarked  in  a  barge  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
(where  Louisville  now  stands,)  with  a  paity,  lo 
descend  Ihe  river.  The  boat  having  stopped  at  the 
■i^ellow  Banks,  on  the  Indian  side,  some  distance 
below,  Mr.  Rowan,  borrowing  a  rifle  of  one  of  the 
company,  stepped  on  shore  and  strolled  into  the 
bottom,  probably  rather  in  pursuit  of  amusement 
llian  game:  for,  fiom  having  always  been  of  a 
feeble  constitution  and  adverse  to  action,  he  knew 
not  how, «o  use  a  rifle,  and  besides  had  with  liim 
but  the  single  charge  of  ammunition  which  was  in 
the  gun.  He  unconsciously  jirotracted  his  stay  be- 
yond what  he  intended;  and  retuininir  to  the  spol 
where  he  had  landed,  saw  nothing  of  the  boat  nor 
the  company  he  had  left.  It  beinj  a  time  of  hos- 
tility with  the  Indians,  and  suspicions  of  their  ap- 
proach having  alarmed  the  party,  they  had  put  olf. 
and  made  down  the  stream  wilh  all  possible  haste, 
not  daring  to  linger  for  Iheir  companion  on  shore. 

Mr.  R.  now  found  himself  alone  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio,  a  vast  and  trackless  forest  stretching 
around  him,  wilh  but  one  charge  of  powder,  and 
himself  too  unskilled  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  to  profit 
even  by  that,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  (all  inIo 
the  hands  of  the  savages.  The  nearest  settlement 
of  the  whites  was  Viucennes,  (now  in  Indiana,) 
distant  probably  about  one  hundred  miles.  Shaping 
his  course  as  nearly  as  he  could  calculate  for  this', 
he  commenced  his  jieriloiis  tind  hopeless  journey. 
Unaccustomed  to  travelling  in  the  forest  he  soon 
lost  all  reckoning  of  his  way,  and  wandered  about 
at  venture.  Impflled  by  the  gnawings  of  hunger, 
he  discharged  his  ritle  at  a  deer  that  happened  to 
pass  near  him,  but  missed  it.  The  third  day  found 
him  slili  wandering,  wdiether  towards  "Vincennesor 
from  it,  he  knew  not, — exhausted,  famished  and 
despairing.  Several  times  had  he  laid  down  as  he 
thought  to  die.  Roused  by  the  sound  of  a  gun  not 
far  distant,  betokening,  as  he  well  knew  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Indians,  he  proceeded  towards  the  spot 
whence  the  report  had  proceeded,  resolved  as  a 
last  hope  of  life,  to  surrender  himself  (o  those 
w  hose  tender  mercies  he  knew  to  be  cruel.  Ad- 
vancing a  short  distance  he  saw  an  Indian  ap- 
proaching who,  on  discovering  him— as  the  first 
impulse  was  on  any  alarm  with  both  the  whites 
and  Indian.son  Ihe  Ironti.-rs  in  time  of  hostilities- 
drew  up  his  rifle  to  his  shoulder,  in  readiness  to  fir». 
Mr.  R.  turned  the  bull  of  his,  and  the  Indian,  willi 
French  politeiie-s,  turned  the  butt  of  his  also  — 
They  approached  each  other.  The  Indian  seein=' 
his  pale  and  emaciated  appearance,  and  understand^ 
ing  the  cause,  took  him  to  his  wigwain,  a  few 
miles  distant,  w  here  he  cooked  for  him  for  several 
days  and  treated  hiin  wilh  the  greatest  hospilalily. 
Then  learning  fiom  him  by  signs  that  he  wislied  to 
go  to  Vincennes  the  Indian  immediately  lefl  his 
hunliug.  took  his  rifle  and  a  small  stock  of  provi- 
sions, and  conducted  him  in  safety  to  that  setlle- 
ment,  a  distance  from  his  cabin  of  about  eiohty 
miles.  °     • 

Having  arrived  there,  and  wishing  to  reward  well 
th^  generous  Indian  to  whom  he  owed  his  life.  Mr. 
R.  made  arrangements  with  a  merchant  of  the  set- 
tlement, to  whom  he  made  himself  known, 'o  o-ive 
him  three  hundred  dollars.  But  the  Indian  wSiild 
not  receive  a  farthing.  AVhen  made  to  nnderoland 
by  Mr.  R.  through  an  interpreter,  that  he  could  not 
he  happy  unless  he  would  acce]it  something,  he 
replied,  pointing  to  a  new  blanket  iiear  him,"that 
he  would  take  thai;  and  added,  wrappino-  hj^  ^ww 
blanket  around  his  shoulders,  "when  I  wrap  my- 
self in  it  I  will  think  of  you." 

■Where  was  there  ever  a  white  man,  that  even  in 
a  time  of  peace,  would  have  so  befriendnd  an  In- 
'''^"■'  L.  B. 

•Uncle  of  the  present  hon.  John  Rowan,  of  Lou- 
isville. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

House  of  Bejncsaitatives.Jnly  7,  1838.  Mr.  How- 
ard, from  the  committee  on    foreign   affairs,   made 
the  iidlowing  report: 
The   committee   on  foreign  aff'airs,  to  which  have 

been  referred,  during  the  course  of  the  session, 

several  messages  from  the  president  of  the  United 

States,  and  other  documents,  showing  the   state 

of  our  relations  wilh  Mexico,  have  had  Ihe  same 

under  consideration,   and    respectfully    offer  the 

following  report: 

That  causes  of  complaint  appear  to  have  existed 
for  many  years,  on  the  pari  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  government  oi  Mexico,  both  on  account 
of  insults  offered  to  our  flag  and  national  vessels, 
and  injuries  committed  upon  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens.  Representations  were  ac- 
cordingly made  of  these  grievances,  attended  by 
demands  for  redress,  by  the  accredited  fnnclion- 
aries  of  Ihe  United  States,  residing  in  Mexico;  but 
as  thatgovernment  entirely  neglected  to  repair  these 
outrages,  and  Ihe  ill  feeling  of  thtir  people,  or  re- 
missness in  the  execution'of  their  laws,  continued 
to  produce  fresh  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  the  list 
of  grievances  became  enlaiged  from  time  lo  time 
by  the  addition  of  constantly  occurring  injuries, 
the  remonstrances  against  which  were  treafeil  with 
equal  inalteiilion.  It  is  not  the  desii;n  of  the  ccm- 
mitlee  to  enter  upon  a  historical  review  of  cur  ear- 
lier r»lalions  wilh  Mexico,  although  the  examina- 
ination  would  show  an  increasing  earnestness  on 
the  jiait  of  the  srovernment  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
its  calls  upon  that  of  Mexico  forredress,  and  a  resort 
lo  more  and  more  decisive  ste|is  lo  express  ils  dissa- 
tisfaction at  the  delay,  until  the  strong  measure  of 
withdrawing  the  minif  ler  of  Ihe  Unilfd  Slalcs  Irom 
Mtxico.  upon  the  declared  ground  thai  his  fnilher 
residence  there  would  be  useless,  roused  the  allen- 
tion  of  that  £overninent  for  a  short  time  from  its 
apathy,  into  which,  however,  it  soon  again  sank. 

On'the  8lh  of  February,  1837,  Ihe  president  of  I 
the  United  Slates  transmitted  lo  both  houses  of 
congress  a  special  message  on  the  subject  of  Mexi- 
co, in  which  he  manifested  a  strong  and  proper  • 
feeling  at  Ihe  indifference  which  Mexico  had  ex- 
hibited to  Ihe  repealed  and  vigorous  remonstiances 
against  insult  and  injury  by  the  representativfs  of 
the  United  States,  and  recommended 

"The  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  reprisals, 
and  the  use  of  the  naval  force  of  Ihe  Unilfd  Slalts 
by  Ihe  executive  against  Mexico  to  enforce  Ihem, 
in  the  e\enl  of  a  refusal  by  the  Mexican  go\ern- 
ment  lo  come  lo  an  amicable  adjustment  oi  the 
matters  in  controversy  bet«een  us,  ujicui  another 
demand  then  of,  made  from  on  board  one  of  our 
vessels  of  war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico." 

This  message  was  referred  to  Ihe  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  whose  opinion  appeals  lo  have  coin- 
cided fully  wilh  the  president  on  the  aggravated 
nature  of  our  complaints,  and  Ihe  abstract  justice, 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  of  Ihe  step  proposed. 

The  president  said,  in  liis  message,  llal — 

"The  length  of  lime  since  some  of  the  injuries 
have  been  conimilled;  the  repeated  and  una\  ailing 
applications  for  redress;  the  wanlon  chararter  of 
.some  of  the  outrages  upon  Ihe  piopeily  and  per- 
sons of  our  citizens;  upon  the  cfficcrs  and  flag  of 
the  United  Slates,  independent  of  recent  insults  to 
this  government  and  people,  by  the  late  extraordi- 
nary Mexican  minister,  would  justify,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  nations,  immeeiiale  war." 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  enbcditd  their 
opinion  in  the  l\\o  following  resolutions: 

"Resolred,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag  and  ii.jnries  conimilled  upon  Ihe 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizen.^  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  refusal  or 
neglect  of  that  sovernmcnt  to  make  suitable  atone- 
ment, would  juslify  Ihe  congress  of  the  United 
States  in  taking  measures  to  obtain  inimediale  re- 
dress, by  the  exercise  of  ils  own  power. 

"Reiolvcd,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
the  American  government  to  preserve  peaceful  re- 
lations with  the  government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as 
the  same  may  be  compatible  wilh  ihat  dignity 
which  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  tlie  United  State's 
lo  preserve  unimpaired,  the  president  be,  and  is 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  make  another 
solemn  demand,  in  the  niost  impressive  form,  upon 
Ihe  government  of  Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  griev- 
ances which  have  herelofore  been  ineffeciually 
presented  to  ils  notice." 

This  report  was  made  on  Ihe  241  h  of  February, 
and  dues  not  appear  to  have  been  acted  on  by  Ihe 
house  of  representatives,  whose  conslitulionol  period 
of  service  expired  on  the  ensuing  4lh  of  March. 

But.  as  a  strong  indication  of  the  opinion  ol  both 
blanches  of  congress  as  to  Ihe  two  points  presented 
lo  the  notice  of  Ihe  house  in  the  above  resolutions, 
a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  appropriation  bill  pro- 
viding for  the   outfit   and   salary  of  a   minister  to 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER-JULY  28,  1838-UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 


341 


Mexico   "Whenever    in  tile  opinion  of  the  execu- 1  justifiable  to  have  ordered  his  irampdiale  return  afler  ;  can  minisler,  fivx- were  not  mentioned  ^    the  list  of 
Mexico,     wneneer,  .  i     ,,  ^  ^,,^^.^^.j,  ^1  j,.    ,1,^  ,,,,;,  f   h„  despatch.     The  Mexican   1:0-   suevanc-s   and  the   p'VMnment   o    Mexico   must 

leiit  iniiht,  with  entire   propriety,  liave  been    liave  arnveil   ut   the   knowledge  ol  their  existence 


not   be   reneweil,  by  seridin 


minister  to    iMtx 


lot  jierhaps  atlacli  siillicient  conseqneiice  to  the  re- 
ico  williout  lorleitin"  tiie' honor' of  the  United  [  llection,  that  Mexico  had  then,  and  has  had  ever 
m,',^,g  since,  the  same   facilities   ol  coininiinication  uiUi 

The  adjoiirninent  of  the  last  congress,  whose  j  the  government  of  the  United  States  which  the  lat- 
power  had  been  invoked  by  the  president  as  the  |  ter  possessed  of  coinmuiiicatin^'  with  Mexico.— 
only  means  of  oblainiii"  redress  lelt  the  poliiical  There  have  always  been  in  this  country  agents 
relations  between  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico  in  throUKli  whom  despatches  ini-lit  be  sent  to  the  se- 
the  IbllouiiK'  delicate  condilion.  The  United  civlary  ol  slate,  01,  il  Mexico  had  pieferred  it,  a 
States  had  withdrawn  its  minister;  the  cxeculive  special  messenger  might  have  been  employed  to 
branch  of  the  government  had  declared  it  useless  to    bear  the  answer. 

ne^oiidle  further,  and  called  for  the  interlereiice  of  It  is  of  more  importance,  however,  to  inquire 
th'  legislative  power;  and  that  power,  speaking  what  that  answer  was,  than  how  it  might  have  been, 
througfi  bolh  branches  ol  congress,  had  declare.!  its    or  actually  was,  transmitted.  r    ■      ,v.      • 

concuireiice  with  the  pr.sidenl.  by  pronouncing  it  The  minister  of  loreign  relations  of  the  Mexican 
dishonoiahle  lor  the  Unit, d  Slates  to  renew  the  repnllic  said  on  the  2.<)lh  July—  .  .  _ 
mission  of  its  ininisler  lo  Mexico;  at  the  same  lime  "The  president,  nowilhstanding  it  is  his  mos 
clearly  imlicating  a  wish  for  the  restoration  of  anxious  wish  not  to  driay  the  moment  ol  that  hnal 
Iri-mily  intercourse,  even  in  the  very  act  of  ex-  and  equitable  ad|ustmenl  which  is  to  terminalc  the 
pressii-Mhe  above  opinion.  It  is  the  purpose  of  existing  dilficnltn-s  between  the  two  governmenl.s, 
couniiitlee  lo  r.view,  bri.  Ilv.  wliat  has  since  has,  however,  already  prdlred  that  the  volnmnious 
ired;  III  which  invesli.;a'.ioiriliev  trust  that  the  scries  of  documents  accompanying  the  sanl  note 
will  perceive  the  ri  a-ous  win' this  report  has  from  the  honorable  John  Forsylh,  ai«d  by  which  the 
been  ilel.iyed  unlil  this  late  p.iiod  of  the  session.  claims  in  queslion  are  snpportid,  should  be  transla- 
It  appears  lr..in  the  repuit  of  the  secretary  of  ted  and  examined  in  this  department.  His  excel- 
state  to  the  pre.-ident,  transmitted  by  him  to  eon-  lency  has  also  directed  that,  as  this  goes  on.  Ihe 
ual  message,  that  a  formal  de-  results  should  be  compared  with  those  deiived  Irom 
.ind  was  made  upon  the  g.nernment  of  Mexico,  evidence  already  existing  in  Ibis  dejiaitment,  with 
the  account  ol  which  is  as  follows:  regard  to  all  matters  counecterl  with  each  case,  and 

'Boon  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  a  care-    that,  where  dilierences  should  be  observed,  Ihe   lu- 
fiil  examinatici  was  made  of  the   various   existing    eal  authorities  should  be  called  01,  Un-  new  and  more 

distinct  information,     rinallv,  it  is  Ihedcsiie  of  his 


causes  of  complaint  against  Mexic",  as  \\e\i  those 
of  an  individual  as  ol  a  public  character.  The 
archii'es  of  the  legation  of  the  Uniteil  States  at 
Mexico  having  been  brought  lo  Washington  hy  Mr, 
Kins,  Ihe  late  charge  ri'auairs  to  that  L'over:iment, 
the  d.-partment  was  enabled  to  exclude  from  the 
list  of  claims  various,  some  of  them  of  a  rionbtfiil 
character,  and  others  which,  after  having  I'-een  pre 
sented  to  the  government  for  its  aid  in  |)rociiriiig  : 
Settlement,  had  been  adjusted  through  the  ellbrts  of 
the  persuns  interested  in  them.  A  fair  and  full 
statement  of  the  remaining  causes  of  complaint 
chronologically  arranged,  was  then  carefully  pre, 
pared,  (a  copy  of  it  is  annexed  to  this  report,  mark- 
ed A.,)  and  Ibrvvaided,  wilh  all  the  evidence  within 
reach  of  the  department  in  support  of  each  claim 
that  had  arisen  since  the  treaty,  to  Ihe  goiernuient 


excellency  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  which 
may  ciuiliibute  to  the  most  spiedy  ami  equitable 
detVrminalion  of  the  subjects  which  have  so  sc 
riously  engaged  the  attention  of  the  American  go 
vernniont."  The  minister  of  Mexico  in  Washing- 
ton will  then  have  the  honor  to  communicate  suc- 
cessively to  Mr.  Forsylh  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent upon  each  case,  and  Ihc  resolution  adopted  by 
him  in  consequence." 

After  these  fair  promises  in  July,  it    might  have 
been  supposed  that,  in  the  course  of  two   or  tl 
monilis.  some  answer  would   ha 


the  Rlexican  government,  anxious-  as  it  professed 
itself  to  be  "not  to  delay  the  moment  of  that  final 
and  equitable  aijnstmen't  which  was  to  terminate 
Ihe  existin;  dilKculf 


public,'"  when  no  printed  pamphlet  whalever  was 
The  message  of  Ihe  president  of  Ihc  United 
Slates  to  the  In  use  ol  represenlalives  of  the  Slh 
of  Fehniary,  IS:)7,  covered  a  list  of  ihe  claims  of 
.\ineriean  citizens  upon  Mexico,  w Inch  was  printed 
lor  the  use  of  Ihe  house;  and  this  lis!  must  ha\e,  by 
some  indiiect  means,  been  communicitcd  lo  Ihe 
Mexican  ininisler,  anil  been  by  him  liansmitled  to 
his  governineiil,  because  the  coincidence  is  perfect 
between  his  relerences  and  that  list.  And  the  se- 
e.etaiy  of  lireigii  aliairs  says  in  his  report  lo  con- 
gress on  the  :iUlh  January  last,  that  "some  ol  the 
claims,  unaccompanied  liy  any  proof,  arc  limited  to 
a  simple  indication  of  the  ;)nii/frf /is(  in  which  liny 
are  presented."  Jiiit  thai  document  was  merely  1  x- 
planalorv  of  the  nature  of  the  claims,  to  enable  coii- 
lire.'is  lojuilu'C  of  their  characler.  The  secielary  of 
sl.ite.  Ill  ii'\isiiig  the  list,  and  fortifying  each  case 
wilh  prouls,  as  required  by  the  Irea'y,  when  he  made 
a  Ibrmal  demand  upon  Mexico,  lefl  out  several  cases, 
and  adrteil  others;  and  it  must  have  been  an  inexcu- 
sable liberty  or  contempluous  neghct  lor  the  Mexi- 
can minister  to  use  111  his  correspondence  with  the 
executive  of  the  Unibd  Slates,  upon  so  grave  a 
matter  as  that  which  luinislied  the  subject  of  their 
negoliation,  a  document  which  must  have  been  ir- 
regularly oblained  from  the  records  of  the  house  of 
represenlalives. 

The  eon-inittee  have  already  remarked  tlutt  it  was 
not  unlil  ihe  k-<lli  of  iN'oveinbir  last  that  any  notice 
was  taken,  by  the  Mexican  coveiiiiuent.  ol  the  de- 
mand made  u"poii  il  in  July,  and  tlieii  bill  four  of  the 
cases  inenlioned  by  Ihe  seen  laiy  of  slate  were  com- 
inenteil  upon,  some  supcrllous  industry  having  been 
ex|)endeil  by  thai  government  in  rejecting  five 
winch  had  not  been  brought  belore  it.  It  may  be 
I  roper  to  examine  what  lliese  four  cases  are.  Ihe  de- 
cisions upon  which  are  the  results  "of  Ihe  desire  of 
li.s  excellency  (Ihe  presidcntol  Mexico)  Ihal  nothing 
should  be  lell  undone  that  might  contribute  to  the 
inosi  sjiceiiy  and  ctjuiUible  deteiminatioii  of  Ihe  siib- 
jicls  uliicli  had  so  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of 
been   given  hv  1  the  American  government  "" 


of  Mexico,  by  a  special  messenger,  who  was  the  ,  ments;"  but  August,  September,  and  October  caine 
bearerol  a  solemn  demand  from  this  government '  andpasscd  away  without  asingle  note.  At  length, 
for  redress,  (copy  annexed,  marked  B.)     This  de 


mand,  with  the  accompanying  evidence  of  its  jus- 
tice, was  delivered  to  the  Mexican  government  on 
the  201I1  July  last." 

The  president,  in  his  message  ofthe  8th  Fbniary 


had  reconiineiuUd  that  the  solemn  demand   should  [  tary 


in  November,  vvben  conjress  was  about  to  meet, 
and  the  silence  of  the  Mexican  government  would 
have  attracted  the  earnest  attention  of  that  body, 
presented  to  their  view  as  it  must  have  been  by  the 
president,  the  Mexican  minister  informed  thesecre- 


of  slate   that   "of  the  filly-seven   subjects  of 


be  made  from  on  bojtd  one  of  our  vessels  of  war; 
and  the  cummitttee  now  think  that  such  a  demand 
would  have  suiti  d  belter  than  any  other  with  the 
dignity  of  the  American  govrrnment.  and  been 
more  likely  to  have  been  listened  to  by  Mexico. 
But  the  president  had  also  recommended  that  the 
high  functionary  who  should  hear  Ihis  last  demand 
should  have  large  discretionary  powers,  to  be  exer- 
cised under  the  direction  of  the  president,  in  the 
alternative  of  failing  to  rouse  the  languid  sense  of 
justice  so  olten  and  frnillessly  appealed  to  bc'lore; 
and  these  powers  could  only  be  granted  by  con- 
gress. The  plan  of  the  president  was  consistent 
with  itself,  but  the  lingering  reliance  of  congress 
upon  Ihe  proper  feeling  of  Mexico  ind.iccd  it  to 
withhold  llie  grant  of  the  power  to  make  reprisals. 

To  have  sent  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter pl?i:ipoteiitiary  wilh  a  squadron,  and  instructed 
biin  to  make  so  formal  a  demand,  reiiRiining  for  that 
purpose  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  and  guns 
of  the  .\merican  navy,  without  having  the  (;ower 
to  proceed  further  in  case  of  the  remonstrance  b'-ing 
treated  with  neglect  or  contempt,  might  have  been 
to  expose  the  honor  ofthe  nation  lo  severe  and  per- 
haps merited  imputations  by  all  those  who  might 
hear  of  3,1c!)  lofty  pretensions  and  impotent  con- 
clusions. 

The  pacific  snirit  of  congress,  therefore,  by  ab- 
staining fro  n  the  |iass3ge  ol  an  act  authorizing  re- 
prisals, marred  Ihe  unity  of  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  president,  and  no  alternative  was  left  to  the 
executive  but  to  make  the  demand  by  a  special 
messenger,  in  the  mode  which  was  actually  pur- 
sued. The  in-.'SScng' r  was  instructed  lo  remain  in 
the  ci^y  of  Mexico  one  week;  and  as  this  brief  sbay 
has  been  the  subject  of  some  criticism,  it  may  be 
proper  to  reinark,  that  it  woul'l  have  been  perfectly 


complaint,  presented  obviously'for  Ihe  last  time," 
his  government  had  only  looked  inlo  four.  It  will 
strikingly  illuslrate  tlie  inattentive,  if  not  con- 
ttmpluons  manner  in  which  the  demand  made  by 
the  United  States  was  treated,  that  the  list  trans- 
milled  by  the  secretary  of  state  does  not  appear  to 
have  bee'n  examined  at  all,  allhough  it  isditiicult  to 
imagine  vvhat  stale  paper  could  have  been  of  more 
solemn  import,  or  entitled  to  a  more  prompt  and 
anxious  inspection.  The  third  section  of  Ihe  thirty- 
Ibiirth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  belvveen  Ihe 
United  Slates  and  Mexico  on  the  5th  ol  April, 
IS."1.  is  as  follows: 

"If  (what  indeed  cannot  be  expected)  any  of 
Ihe  articles  contained  in  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
violated  orinfracled.  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is 

.slipulaled    Ih.it  neither  ol'  Ihe    LOntiacling  parties  j  pleased  lo  diieci  that 
will  order  or  authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  imr  de- 1  have  this  matter  decid 


The  lour  cases  arc — 1st.  The  ship  Louisa;  2d. 
Tie  Cossack;  :id.  The  cases  of  Chouteau  and  De 
Muii;  4th.  The  Goiostiza  pamphlet. 

The  cargo  of  Ihe  Louisa,  consisting  of  arms,  coid- 
age,  and  hour,  with  oilier  piov isions,  was  taken  at 
tie  port  of  Acapuico  In  the  year  1S21  b)  orders  of 
Don  Augiislin  ile  Hnibide,  and  appiopiialed  to  the 
use  ol  the  Mexican  government.  On  the  Ist  of 
February,  1822,  that  governmeiit  acknowledged  the 
debt,  anil  decreed  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $'48,- 
30:^,  to  the  owners.  A  part  of  this  amount  (SM,- 
418)  was  subsequently  )iaid,  but  the  balance  is  still 
due.  In  .-Vugust,  1S23,  Ihe  congress  of  Mexico  sus- 
pi  nded  the  pajinenl  ol  this  balance,  but  these  pro- 
ceedings were  reversed  by  the  subsequent  congress. 

IN'othing  could  possibly  be  more  simple  than  Ihis 
case.  Tne  properly  of  an  American  citizen  was 
violently  seized  and  converted  lo  the  use  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  acknowledged  the  entire  debt  and 
paid  a  pait.  The  result  of  lour  inonihs'  I'.elibera- 
tion  is  announced  by  Ihe  Mexican  ininisler  thus: 

"From  the  records  ol  Ihis  deparlment,  it  appears 
that  alter  various  proceedings,  and  Ihe  payment  of  a 
pail  ol  the  debt  to  the  claimants,  the  subject  had 
tieeii  reltircd  to  li.e  general  congress  for  its  deter- 
minalitui  with  regaid  lo  the  reinaini  er.  His  excel- 
lency Ihe  prrsiiitnt,  being  desirous  that  Ihese  allairs 
should  be  brongl.t  to  a  speedy  termination,  has  been 
ois  should  be  made  to 
t   the   iiexl   oidmaiy  ses- 


clare  war  a"-ainst  the  othe'r,  in  con. plaints  ol  inju- ]  sion  cl  that  great  august  body,  lor  which  purpose 
riesor  dama'ges.  until  the  said  party  considering  it-  this  depaitment  will  use  every  exertion;  in  the  pre- 
self  ollended  shall  first  have  presented  to  Ihe  other  1  sent  extiaordinai^  session  II  could  not  be  discussed, 
a  statement  of  such  injuries  or  damages,  verified  by  I  as  no  subj.  cl  can  be  taken  up  excejit  Ihose  .specially 
competent  luoofs,  and  demanded  justice  and  satis-  j  piovided  lor  by  she  laws.  .... 

laclion  and  the  same  shall  have  been  either  refused  j  "1  commnnicate  this  10  your  excellency  lor  the  in- 
or  unreasonably  del.iyed."  formal  ion  of  Ihe   honorable  secre!?,y  ol  state,  and, 

In  conformity  with  this  article  of  the   treaty,  the    throunh  him,  ol  Ihe  claimants. ,,.,..        , 
secretiry  of  stale  of  the  United  Slates  addressed  a  I      "And  1,  sir  comply   wilh  Ihe   last  direction,  by 
letter  diierllv  to  the  proper  functionary  of  the  Mexi-jlramscribing  lor  you  the   said    note,   praj  mg  you  at 
can  governinent,   "presenting   a  slatement  ol  such  ,  Ihe  same  time  lo  accept  my  sincere  respi 
injuries,  verified  by  competent  proofs,"  after  Ihe  ap- 
propriate committees  of  both  houses  of  the  Ameri-  ] 
can  congress  had  recommended  this  formal   demand  | 
10  be  made,  as  preparatory  lo  a  resort  to   th( 
cise  of  its  own  povvt-r;  and  yet  Ihe   cireumsl. 
'he  case  satisly  the  coinmitiee  Ibat    tliis  last  1 


eels. 


Fhancisco  Fizarfo  Martinez. 
"To  t!ie  hoii.  Joliii  Fursijl/i, 

Secretary  of  itate  vfllie  I'niled  Slnles." 
At   Ihe   "next   ordinary   session  of  that  august 
s  of!  body"  Ihe  secretary  lor  loreign  aliairs  made  a  le- 
t  of  I  port,  from  which  Ihe  lollowing  is  an  extract: 
tie  American  government  has   neverb.cn   properly        "This  republic   to  shovvlhat  she   has   been  ag- 
considered.     Of  the  nine  cases  stated  by  the  Mexi-  I  grieved,  would  require  nothing  else  than  the  gene- 
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ral  conviction  existing  in  Europe  and  America, 
that  the  Uiiited  States  liave  not  coriducted  them- 
selves as  good  neighbors.  I/' all  the  journals  and 
revievis  that  have  been  published  within  the  last 
two  years  be  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that,  not- 
withstanding the  diHerence  of  opinion  prolessed  by 
their  editors,  all  aeree  in  qiialilying  as  hostile  the 
conduct  maintained  by  the  American  cabinet  to- 
wards Mexico.  The  official  journals  themselves  of 
the  United  .States  prove  this  truth,  and  it  is  equally 
proved  by  the  debates  in  their  congress,  as  well  as 
in  the  BrUish  parliament." 

This  is  the  "exertion"  which  the  executive  de- 
partment used,  in  conformity  with  its  promise,  to 
induce  the  congress  of  Mexico  to  pay  a  debt  to  an 
American  citizen  which  it  had  itself  admitted  to  be 
due.  Between  the  promise  in  November,  1837, 
that  "endeavors  should  be  made  to  have  the  matter 
decided,"  and  that  the  "department  would  use 
every  exertion  for  that  purpose,"  and  its  fulfilment 
in  the  manner  contained  in  the  above  extract,  in 
January,  1838,  no  event  had  transpired,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  to  change  the  politi- 
cal relations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
unless  the  message  of  the  president  to  congress,  in 
December,  1837,  be  considered  by  Mexico  as  such 
an  occurrence.  The  insufficiency  of  this  reason 
need  not  be  examined  minutely  by  the  committee, 
nor  the  right  as  well  as  duty  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  communicate  Ifeely  with  congress 
delended.  This  principle  has  been  too  recently  a 
leadingtopic  in  our  foreign  all'airs  to  need  any  illus- 
tration now;  nor  does  the  government  of  Mexico 
complain  of  it.  There  is,  then,  no  reason  why  that 
justice,  which  had  been  too  long  delayed  to  the 
American  owners  of  the  ship  Louisa,  should  have 
been  further,  and,  apparently,  indefinitely  postpon- 
ed. 

The  committee  will  not  enter  upon  any  detailed 
examination  of  the  cases  of  the  "(iossack,"  and  of 
"Chouleau  and  Du  Mun,"  two  of  the  four  respond- 
ed to  by  the  Mexican  government  in  November 
last.  The  official  answer  in  the  case  of  the  Cos- 
sack says: 

"In  order  to  present,  in  a  clear  light,  this  affair, 
which  is  now,  for  the  first  lime,  brought  forward, 
to  have  search  made  respecting  the  circumstances, 
to  have  the  exactness  and  the  justness  of  the  claims 
determined,  and  to  obtain  a  declaration  whether  the 
treasury  of  this  republic  ia  bound  to  make  good  a 
restitulion  which  is  said  to  have  been  decreed  by 
an  agent  of  the  Spanish  government,  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  the  claimants  themselves,  either  in 
their  own  persons,  or  through  their  attorney,  should 
present  the  documents  required,  and  should  appear 
in  this  republic." 

The  proofs  which  are  presented  to  the  Mexican 
government,  in  an  authentic  tbrm,  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  July,  1837,  contain  a  "copy  of  a  decree 
of  the  supreme  tribunal  of  Mexico,  dated  22d  De- 
cember, 1821,"  which  orders  that  the  money  depo- 
sited in  the  national  treasury  on  account  of  the  sale 
of  the  Cossack  and  her  cargo  should  be  paid  over 
to  the  master,  and  yet  the  case  is  said  to  be 
brought  forward,  for  the  first  time,  in  1837;  and 
those  proofs  also  show  that  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  was  the  agent  to  prose- 
cute the  claim,  whilst  it  is  gravely  asserted,  by  the 
Mexican  secretary  for  foreign  atiairs,  that  the 
claiinants,  or  their  attorney  should  appear  in  the  re- 
public. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Chouteau  and  Du 
Mun,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  if  the  argument 
of  .Mexico  be  correct,  it  would  become  the  duty  of 
every  nation,  whose  citizens  might  be  seized  and 
aggreived  whilst  in  Mexico,  to  hasten  and  redress 
the  injury  before  the  government  of  the  country 
underwent  one  of  those  changes  to  which  it  is 
prone. 

The  fourth  and  last  of  the  case  to  which  a  re- 
sponse is  given  by  Mexico  is  that  of  her  former  min- 
ister, Mr.  Gorostiza,  who,  whilst  enjoying  the  privi- 
leges attached  by  the  laws  of  nations  to  his  official 
stalion  at  Washington,  circulated  secretly  amongst 
the  diplomatic  corps  a  pamphlet,  written  by  him- 
self, abusive  and  slanderous  both  of  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States. 

For  a  particular  narrative  of  this  affair,  the  com- 
mittee refer  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  shite, 
one  of  the  documents  accompanyirig  the  message  of 
the  president  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session.  When  the  first  notice  was 
itaken  of  this  transaction,  it  was  merely  brought  be- 
ifore  the  Mexican  government,  unattended  by  r.ny 
.demand  for  satisfaction  or  redress,  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  so  much  of  it  as  has  given  olience  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  would  be  volun- 
tarily disavowed  as  soon  as  the  fact  of  its  having 
given  olience  was  known. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  dis- 
avowal might  have   been  easily  made,  without  any 


abatement  of  the  dignity  of  the  government  of 
Mexico,  and  view  the  course  of  that  govern- 
ment, in  defending  points  which  might  have  been 
easily  waived,  as  indicating  a  want oi' respect  or  an 
unfriendly  feeling  to  the  United  States. 

The  committee  concur  with  the  secretary  of 
state  in  the  opinions  expressed  in  his  report  and 
think  that  the  president  would  have  been  justified, 
in  refusing  to  receive  another  minister  i'rom  the 
Mexican  republic  until  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza was  disavowed  by  his  government.  That  he 
did  receive,  and  continues  to  accredit  him,  is  ano- 
ther proof  ol  the  disposition  of  the  American  go- 
vernment to  persevere  in  every  ettbrt  to  restore  that 
harmony  between  the  two  nations  which  their  sub- 
stantial interests  require. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
congress.the  president  of  the  United  States  express- 
ed his  regret  at  the  unfriendly  condition  of  our  re- 
lations with  Mexico,  and  concluded  as  follows: 

"Not  perceiving  in  what  mannerany  of  the  powers 
siven  to  the  executive  alone  could  be  further  use- 
fully employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a  satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  legislature,  ano- 
ther and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  government;  with  what 
success,  the  documents  now  communicated  will 
show.  On  a  careful  and  deliberate  examination  of 
their  contents,  and  considering  the  spirit  manifested 
by  the  Mexican  government,  it  has  become  my 
painful  duty  to  return  the  subject,  as  it  now  stands, 
to  congress,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  decide  upon  the 
time,  the  mode,  and  the  measures  of  redress. 
Whatever  may  be  your  decision,  it  shall  be  faith- 
fully executed,  confident  that  it  will  be  characteriz- 
ed by  that  moderation  and  justice  which  will,  I 
trust,  under  all  circumstances,  govern  the  councils 
of  the  country." 

This  part  of  the  message  was  referred  by  the 
house  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  whose 
early  attention  was  attracted  to  it.  In  the  latter 
part  of  December,  the  Mexican  minister  wrote  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  enclosed  to  him  a  copy 
of  the  following  decree: 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations. 
His  excellency  the  president  of  tije  Mexican  re- 
public has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing decree: 

The  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  in- 
habitants. Be  it  known  that  the  general  congress 
has  decreed  as  follows: 

Art.  1.  The  government  is  authorized  to  arrange 
(or  compromise,  traiisigir)  with  regard  to  the  claims 
preferred,  or  which  may  be  preferred,  by  that  of  the 
United  States  of  the  north,  and  to  commit  to  the 
judgment  of  a  friendly  power  the  decision  of  those 
U|)on  which  they  cannot  come  to  a  determination, 
provided  the  United  Slates  themselves  agree  to  this. 
Art.  2.  The  eovernmenf  is  also  authorized,  in 
ca«e  the  United  States  should  deny  the  safislacfion 
which  we  should  ask  on  our  part,  or  delay  it  be- 
yond the  time  which  shall  be  fixed  conformably 
with  the  treaty,  or  should  continue  the  open  aggres- 
sions already  committed,  to  close  the  ports  to  the 
trade  of  that  nation,  to  prohibit  the  introduction  and 
use  of  its  manufactures,  to  establish  a  period  for  the 
consumption  or  exportation  of  those  already  on 
hand,  and  to  take  all  measures  required  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  for  the  safety  of  the  republic. 

Miguel  Vale.ntin,  president, 
Terso  View,  }    o       ,     ■ 

Rafael  deMontalvo,     \    Secretaries. 
Therefore,  I  order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  cir- 
culated, and   carried   into   due   fulfilment.     Palace 
of  the  national  government  in  Mexico.  Mai)  20,  1837. 

ANAST.4.SIO  BUSTABIENTE. 

Louis  Gonzrrga  Ciievas. 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you.  that  you  may  be 
informed  of  it,  and  act  accordingly.  God  and  li- 
berty. CUEVAS. 

May  20,  1837. 

Why  this  decree  was  communicated,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend.  It  was  passed  in  Mexico  two 
months  bef^ore  Mr.  Forsyth  made  his  demand,  as 
above  recited,  and  iti  the  reply  of  the  Mexican  se- 
cretary not  the  slightest  alhision  is  made  to  its  ex- 
istence. On  the  contrary,  it  is  said  that  the  "pre- 
sident wishes  that  a  reply  to  all  (of  the  fifty -seven 
cases  of  grievances)  should  be  regularly  made,  in 
order  that  a  competent  judgment  may  be  formed 
with  regard  to  each  in  its  turn;"  and  during  the 
slow  process  by  which  four  cases  were  examined 
in  four  months,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  occurred 
to  the  Mexican  government  that  the  decree  in  ques- 
tion was  any  other  than  a  municipal  regulation, 
with  which  the  United  States  had  nothing  to  do. 
Even  in  the  despatch,  communicating  the  decree 
to  Mr.  Forsyth,  not  the  slightest  intimation  is  given 


of  any  willingness  to  refer  the  decision  of  the 
claims  to  a  friendly  power:  and  the  secretary  of 
state  might,  with  equal  propriety,  have  sent  to  the 
Mexican  minister  a  copy  of  the  acts  of  congress  as 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  their  correspondence. 
Still,  there  must  have  been  some  object  in  view  in 
traiisuiilting  it;  and  when  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  remembers  the  positive  assurances  of  the 
Mexican  government  in  July,  that  "nothing  should 
be  left  undone  v\hich  might' contribute  to  the  most 
speedy  and  equitable  determination  of  the  subjects 
which  had  so  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
American  government,"  aiid  the  assertion  of  the 
Mexican  minister,  in  November,  that  his  govern, 
ment  then  "began  to  make  known,  through  his 
agency,  the  results  of  its  minute  examination," 
they  entertained  a  hope  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
winter,  responses  would  be  given  lo  more  of  the 
claims,  especially  as  many  of  them  are  of  easy  solu- 
tion. The  extraordinary  omission  or  forgellulness 
of  the  secretary  for  foreign  aliairs,  in  his  report  to 
the  Mexican  congress  oi  the  30th  January,  to  in- 
form that  "augusfbody"  that  he  had  pledged  hia 
faith  to  the  United  Slates  that  every  exertion  should 
be  used  to  induce  them  to  pay  the  claim  of  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Louisa,  has  been  before  remark, 
ed.  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  rejiort. 

Two  other  passages  of  this  Mexican  document 
require  a  brief  notice,  in  order  that  the  course  pur. 
sued  and  feelings  entertained  by  that  government 
towards  the  United  States  may  be  fully  understood. 
The  following  is  one: 

"The  circumstances,  then,  of  which  the  depart- 
ment of  war  and  marine  has  already  informed  con- 
gress, obliged  the  government  to  ask  for  a  suitable 
explanation,  and  Mr.  F.  Pizarro  Martinez  was,  to 
this  effect  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
Washington,  after  having  been  furnished  with  all 
the  instructions  necessary  for  the  fulfilment  of  his 
mission.  It  is  very  painful  to  be  obliged  to  state  to 
congress  that,  up  to  the  present  moment,  this  de- 
partment has  not  received  a  single  proof  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  United  States  to  adjust  our  diS'er- 
ences." 

The  extraordinary  diflierence  between  the  senti- 
ments professed  to  the  United  States  and  those  pro- 
mulgated to  the  Mexican  congress  cannot  fail  to  ar- 
rest the  attention  of  the  house  of  representatives.  In 
July  the  United  States  are  "assured  that,  in  its  suc- 
cessive answers  to  the  claims  now  preferred,  its  (the 
/  Mexican  government's )  conduct  will  be  regulated  by 
a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding with  a  friendly  power;"  and  November, 
when  it  had  accomplished  the  arduous  task  of  ex- 
amining, however  imperfectly,  lour  out  of  the  fifty, 
seven  cases  presented  to  it,  the  promise  is  renewed 
that  the  investigation  of  the  claims  will  be  continu- 
ed, and  "the  result  ofthe  researches  communicated 
as  soon  as  possible."  But,  with  fifly-three  of  the 
cases  undisposed  of,  the  Mexican  congress  is  told 
that  not  a  single  proof  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States  to  adjust  the  differences  has  been  re- 
ceived. Perhaps  this  using  of  the  affair  is  con- 
sidered in  Mexico  as  uniting  every  effort  in  its 
power  by  a  department  to  induce  that  "august 
body,"  the  congress,  to  pay  the  debt  which  the 
records  of  Mexico  itself  show  to  be  due,  and  which 
the  department  of  state  could  not  avoid  admitting. 
Another  passage  ofthe  report  is  as  follows: 
"We  shall  soon  have  officially  the  result  of  the 
mission  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Martinez,  and  he  will  either 
re-establish  our  relations,  or  authorize  the  govern- 
ment to  put  into  effect  the  law  of  May  20th  of  the 
last  year,  and  to  take  the  attitude  which  justice 
and  the  fair  character  of  the  nation  demand.  Till 
now,  it  has  thought  proper  to  exert  every  effort  in 
favor  of  peace  between  two  nations  whose  union  and 
prosperity  excite  the  liveliest  interest  in  both  hemis- 
pheres." 

Mr.  Martinez  arrived  in  Washington  on  Ihe  14th 
of  October,  1837,  and  was  immediately  accredited 
as  minister  plenipotentiary.  In  November  and 
December  he  presented  the  notes  which  have  been 
commenteil  upon  in  this  report,  and  up  to  the  30th 
January  he  had  presented  no  more.  His  effort, 
therefore,  to  re-establish  friendly  relations  consisted 
in  giving  negative  answers  to  fourout  of  fifty -seven 
and  in  communicating  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  the  Mexican  decree  of  Ihe  20th 
May.  What  result  ofthe  mission  the  Mexican  se- 
cretary expected  "soon  to  have  officially,"  the  com- 
mittee cannot  conjecture.  As  little  can  they  ima- 
gine what  the  minister  could  have  to  say  which 
would  jn.'^fify  the  Mexican  government  "in  closing 
its  ports  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  in  pro- 
hibiting the  infrrducfion  and  use  of  its  manufac- 
tures, and  in  establishing  a  period  for  the  consump- 
tion or  exportation  of  those  already  on  hand,"  un- 
it was  that  the  government  of  Mexico  must  be 
fatigued  with  the  examination  of  iour  cases,  and 
would  go  no  further  with  the  list. 
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The  committee  are  fully  aw 


.^  .  •        .„.,.  f,-«^  I  h»H  annlipil  to  hi^  (Tovemmf  r.t  for  the  necessary  I  nised  by  the  laws  of  the  nations,  that   of  ordering 
.  that  in  every  f.ee  |  had  aprjied  '°  ,•":  gf  \^™^;„';;J.,  \^^,  ,..„,   ;„  .^p    n-prisals,  and  had  dechned  to  do  so.     The  congress 


The  committee  are  luiiy  awaie  iciai  111  C.C.J  .--     _,,..-..   .  „„„.,„„.;/,„   v,iit  uts   in  the 

govern.nent  the  right  ol  unreserved  com.nunication     powers  to  conclude  a   co-nent  o  ,    but  was.  in    he 


But  they  cannot  explain  to  the  house  olrepresenta 
tives  ttieir  views  of  the  present  and  prospects  of 
the  future  relations  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Mexico,  without  bringiui;  into  nolire  all  the  cir- 
cumstances which  may  auect  those  relations;  and 
it  is  one  of  no  smali  importance  that  the  actual 
Losture  of  affairs  is  not  fully  explained  to  the  con- 
gress of  Mexico.  As  Ions  as  that  legislative  body 
is  taught  to  consider  Mexico  as  the  only  ag^irieved 
parly,"  the  diliicully  of  etfectins  a  restoration  of 
iriendly  feeliuE;  is  clearly  augmented,  and  it  is 
only  lor  the  purpose  that  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives may  have  in  its  possession  the  materials 
of  forming  an  opinion  upon  this  point,  that  the 
co.r.mittee  will  no\»'  refer  to  a  dispatch  from  the 
Mexican  minister  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 
March  2.  1S38.  After  acknowledging  the  nceipt 
of  some  more  proofs  in  some  of  the  fifiy -seven  cases 
which  he  had  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
Mexico,  he  'ays: 

"The  said  secretary  states  in  his  answer,  which 


On  the  10th  of  May  Mr.  Forsyth  replied  that  the 
president  asrreed  to  tile  nomination  of  Prussia. 

On  the  17th  of  May  the  Mexican  minister  replied 
in  Ihe  following  note,  which  is  the  last  upon  either 
side,  up  to  the  day  of  presenting  this  report  to  the 
house  of  representatives  : 

"Mexican  Lccclioii, 
'•yew  Orleans,  May  17,1838. 

"Sir:  By  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  Kith  instant,  I  had  the  satis 
faction  to  learn  that  his  excellency  the  president 
admits  with  the  utmost  pleasure  ihe  proposition 
made  by  me  on  the  SOlh  ultimo,  in  compliance  v\ilh 
an  order  from  my  government,  to  refer  to  Prussia 
the  decision  of  the  claims  and  complaints  of  the 
Unilid  Stales  against  the  Mexican  republic,  and 
that  you  are  only  wailing  lor  my  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington to  enter  into  the  negotiation  ot  ihe  conven- 
tion to  be  concluded  to  that  elfect. 

\t  the  moment  when  I  received  on  the  said  3fllh 


have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  lor  your  in 
formation,  and  to  express  to  you.  at  the  same  time, 
the  regret  of  the  Mexican  government,  that  it  has, 
as  yet,  been  able  to  reply  on  so  few  of  the  claims 
of  the  United  Slates.  We.  however,  trust  that  you 
will  bear  in  mind  the  ditiicultifs  of  procuring  all 
the  information  necessary  for  such  determinations, 
as  the  events  to  which  the  greater  part  ot  Ihe 
claims  refer  happened  so  long  since;  and  we  are  also 


y  S°  -        - 

other'  channel  which  also  appeared  to  be  sale.  I 
would  have  sent  a  vessel  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  information  of  such  importance,  if  the 
blockade  by  Ihe  French  had  not  prevented  it.  As 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do  that.  I  was  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  the  circuitous  route  above  men- 
tioned. I  have,  however,  availed  myself ofihe  op- 
porlunity  allbrded  on  the  KUh  instant,  bv  the  depa 


li^^uX^I.:^;^  wifr^S::^.:'a::^rn:;r.:^:  in    i-re  of  ..  sWp  of  war  Natchez  lor  Tam^ico   ^ 


in  October  last  in  the  ministry,  which  the  said  Se 
nor  Cuevas  formed  a  part." 

With  the  tone  and  temper  of  this  communication 
no  fault  can  be  found,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  validity  of  the  excuses  (or  delay-  If  the  in- 
formation necessary  for  the  determination  of  the 
cases  was  so  difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  the  cases 
themselves  happened  so  long  since,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  have  been  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Mexican  government  for  several 
years  past,  and  the  difficulty  which  that  govern- 
ment now  experiences  is  owing  entirely  to  its  own 
supineness.  In  many  cases  sutRcient  and  authen- 
ticated proofs  were  sent  by  the  secretary  of  state 
with  his  demand  in  July;  and  even  if  this  view  of 
the  matter  be  iinsatislacfory,  still  it  is  inexplicable 
why  the  department  of  foreign  relations  did  not  re- 
commend to  congress  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  the 


po 

present,  to  my  great  regret,  being,  as  I  have  pre 
viously  assured  you,  sir,  firmly  convinced  of  Ihe 
necessity  of  concluding  the  convention  in  question 
as  spei'iiily  as  possible. 

"  As  soon  as  I  receive  the  indispensable  docu- 
ments above  mentioned,  I  will  set  otl  for  Washing- 
Ion.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
new, Sec. 

"Francisco  Pizarro  Martinez. 

"  To  the  hon.  John  Forsi/lh. 

"  Secrelary  of  state." 

Having  brought  this  narrative  to  a  close,  it  re- 
main; for  the  committee  to  submit  to  the  house  a 
(ew  reflections  which  spring  from  it.  The  presi- 
dent has  given  formal  notice,  through  the  secretary 
of  state, that  hewill  not  recommend  any  suspension 


commend  to  congress  the  payment  01  ineneui  lo  ine    oi  m.u.;,.  .mi  .,<r  «  ...  ..v.,  ...«. -^t  :'„  ;,r„ 

owners  of  the  Louisa,  which  it  had  promised  to  use    of  the  action  of  congress  before  a  contention  of  ar 

bilration  has  been  conclmled  between  the  two  go 
veriimenfs.  Congress  is  about  to  adjourn,  and  no 
convention  has  been  concluded.     The   subject   of 


every  effort  to  have  paid,  instead  of  presenting  a 
report  which  was  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
that  congress  against  the  goveinment  of  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  have  now  bronght  their  review 
down  to  March,  1833,  up  to  which  time  the  Mexi- 
can government  was  supposed  to  be  occupied  in 
examining  the  proofs  transmitted  by  .Mr.  Forsylh 
in  the  filly  four  neglected  cases,  and  those  which 
had  been  presented  subsequently  to  May,  1837. 

But  in  April,  1833,  some  sudden  impulse  seems 
to  have  seized  upon  the  Mexican  government  and 
to  have  led  them  to  this  belief:  that  allhough  the 


of  the  United  Slates  preferred  that  another  solemn 
appeal  should  be  made  under  the  treaty,  whilst  that 
of  Mexico  rushed  heedlessly  on  in  its  career  of  iin- 
Iriendlini'ss  by  clothing  tlieir  president  with  the 
tremendous  power  of  seizing  and  confiscating  all 
American  manufactures,  in  the  hands  of  whomso- 
ever they  might  happen  to  be.  The  committee  re- 
fer to  the  passage  ot  this  decree,  and  the  nearly 
simnltaneoiis  relusal  by  the  American  congress  to 
vest  in  the  president  the  power  to  order  reprisals 
merely  for  the  purpose  ol  contrasting  Ihe  proceed- 
ings of  the  two  governments,  and  showing  the  un- 
willingness of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  dif- 
ficulties existing  between  them. 

It  is  now  proposed,  however,  by  Mexico,  to  put 
nto  activity  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  first  part  of 
Ihe  decree  by  resorting  to  an  arbitration.  At  what 
time  that  government  adopted  this  determination  it 
does  not  appfar.  The  letter  of  its  ministeris  dated 
on  the  7lh  of  April,  1838.  It  is  extraordinary  that, 
when  the  aufhoiily  was  given  to  the  minister  to 
make  this  proposition  to  Ihe  United  States,  and  the 
further  aulhority  to  "name  the  power  lo  the  judg- 
nent  of  which  Mexico  was  ready  to  submit  the 
rcisinn  of  the  differences  now  unlorlunately  sub- 
isting,"  it  was  not  deemed  proper  to  give  him  also 
he  necessary  instructions  and  aulhorily  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  a'  convention  of  reference.  There  was 
every  inducement  to  do  this.  The  president  had, 
early  in  December,  reli  rred  the  whole  subject  to 
the  con-res'-  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  declared 
ground~th«t  "the  powers  of  the  executive  alone 
could  not  be  further  usefully  employed  in  bringing 
the  unfortunate  controversy  to  a  satisfactory  termi- 
nation;" and  this  must  have  been  known  to  the 
president  of  Mexico,  because  the  Mexican  minister, 
on  the  11th  of  December,  addressed  a  note  to  the 
secretary  of  State,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract:  .        , 

"Aware  that,  after  so  decided  an  expression  of 
the  feelings  of  the  executive,  my  presence  can  be 
of  nopracTical  ntilitv  in  Washington.  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  yon  that  I  aiii  about  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  my  family  in  New  Orleans,  where  any  commu- 
nications can  reach  me  wilh  very  little  delay." 

The  reference  to  congress  inu.st,  therefore,  have 
been  known  to  the  president  of  Mexico.  He  must 
have  known,  also,  (for  Ihe  friends  of  Mexico  are 
not  inattentive  observers  of  what  passes  in  the 
American  congress,)  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
senate,  and  reported  to  the  house  of  representatives 
towards  the  close  of  Ihe  last  session  ;  and  in  these 
circumstances  the  committee  see  abundant  reason 
why  the  proposition  for  an  arbitration  should  have 
been  accompanied  by  ample  powers  for  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  a'  convention.  If  appears,  also, 
that,  on  the  3nih  of  April.  Mr.  Martinez,  then  at 
New  Orleans,  received  the  note  of  Mr.  Forsylh  of 
the  21st.  informing  him  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposed  arbitration;  and  that  be  communicated  it 
to  his  government  by  way  of  Havana,  and  by  an- 
other channel  which  appeared  to  be  safe.  On  the 
infh  of  May,  a  duplicate  was  forwarded  by  the 
United  States,  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  which  sailed 
for  Tampico.  All  these  efforts  certainly  indicate 
great  earnestness  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, and  the  committee,  with  great  pleasure,  express 
their  belief  in  bis  zeal  and  sincerity.  But  the  whole 
months  of  May  and  June  appear  to  have  afforded 
h  for  letters  to  have  gone  from  New  Or- 


anxious  inquiry  wilh  the  committee  is.  therefore, 
whether  any,  and  what  legislative  measures  they 
will  recommend  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

It  appears  somewhat  extraordinary  that  this  pro- 
position of  an  arbitration  was  not  made  soon(?r. 
The  decree  upon  which  it  is  founded  was  passed  bv 
the  Mexican  congress  in  May.  1837.  and  was  not 
communicatid    to    the    government  of  the  United 

States  until  December,  1S37,   and  then  only   upon    time  cnougn      ,  „^  r.„,r,  Mpvicn 

the  ground,  as  it  is  asserted  by  the  Mexican  minis-  ]  leans  to  Mexico,  and  to  have  returned  from  Mexico 


^tablishiug  upon  solid  basis  the  relations  of  friend 
ip  and  good  neighborhood  between  the  two  


tries,  has  ordered  me  to  propose  it." 

On  the  21st  of  April  Mr.  Forsyth  accepted   the    close  the   port  . 

proposition,  and  declared  his  readiness  to  enter  into  1  and  prohibit  Ihe  introduction  and  use^ol^  o 
th 


hich  i.  fully  accomplished  by  the  second  article  of  ,  are  willing  to  yield  to  the  force  of  those  reasons    by 

decree      Bv  this  he   is  not    only  authorized  to  i  Ibil.earing  to  present  any  distinct  recommendation 

•     f  Mexico  against  m,r  commerce.!  to  Ihe  house.     They  feel  themselves  constrained  to 

xpress  their   dissatisfaction  with  the  existing  and 


i>iij£iO'  rv 
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the  time  is  at  hand  when  congress  will  adjourn  ;  and 
this  report  can  no  longer  be  withheld.  They  will, 
therefore,  only  express  a  hope  that  the  government 
of  Mexico  is,  at  last,  influenced  by  a  more  friendly 
spirit  towards  the  United  States  than  that  which 
has  characterized  its  deportment  for  many  years 
past ;  and  that  it  will  approach  the  negotiation  ol 
the  proposed  convention  willi  such  a  temper,  and 
upon  such  terms,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  can  resume,  permanently,  the  exercise  ol 
those  powers  which  he  had  heretofore  found  insuf 
ficient  to  protect  the  honor  of  the  government  and 
riu-hts  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

MEXICAN  RELATIONS — .MINORITY  REPORT. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
forei'^n  atiairs,  dissenting  from  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  in  some  respects,  asks  leave  to  submit 
to  the  house  a  summary  statement  of  his  views  re- 
lative to  the  actual  posture  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic. 

Without  deeming  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a 
particular  examination  of  the  subject  of  controversy 
between  the  two  nations,  he  concurs  in  the  opinion 
that  the  Mexican  government,  by  a  series  of  acts, 
part  aggressive  on  the  rights  of  individual  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  ami  part  immediately  allect- 
ing  the  national  dignity  and  honor,  and  by  delay  to 
nialie  reparation  in  the  premises,  has  given  to  the 
United  Slates  ca>ise  of  resort  to  measures  of  public 
remedy,  if  other  circumstances  did  not  render  .such 
a  course,  at  present,  impolitic  and  unjust  on  the 
part  of  this  governuient. 

He  perceives,  in  the  prolonged  war  of  indepen- 
dence waged  against  the  Mexican  republic  by  the 
mother  country,  and  in  the  civil  anarchy  which  has 
accompanied  and  followed  that  war,  much  pallia- 
tion, but  by  no  means  any  adeqiiate  justification,  of 
the  irregularities  which  have  marked  the  foreign  re- 
lations and  the  diplomatic  intercourse  of  that  repub- 
lic. Claiming  the  rank  and  prerogatives  of  an  in- 
dependent nation,  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
states  should  observe  the  obligations  which  that 
station  imposes. 

He  perceives  a  further  palliation  of  the  conduct  ol 
the  Mexican  government  in  events  connected  v\ilh 
the  establishment  of  the  imlependence  of  Texas. 
But  neither  in  this  can  he  find  any  siillicieiil  answer 
to  the  causes  of  complaint  alleged  liy  the  United 
States;  because  some  of  the  injuries  sustained  by 
us  date  back  anterior  to  the  commencemerit  ol  the 
civil  war  in  Texas,  and  others  of  later  date  are 
wholly  indefiendentof  that  fact ;  and  because,  what- 
ever reason  the  Mexican  republic  may  have  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  conduct  ot  the  citizens  or  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Stales,  in  reference  to  that 
or  any  other  matter,  it  surely  behooves  her  to  seek 
ledresa  through  negotiation,  or  other  direct  ways 
sanctioned  in  the  usage  of  nations,  rather  than  by 
occasional  acts  of  public  or  private  resentment. 

At  the  same  time,  the  undersigned  considers  the 
errors  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  be  in  so  great  a 
degree  consequential  to  the  disorders  and  revolu- 
tionary changes  induced  by  her  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence— a  struggle  undertaken  in  einiilons  imita- 
lion  of  the  great  example  of  these  United  States — 
that  he  thinks  it  becoming  the  honor  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  leading  power  of  this  hemispliere, 
whilst  manifesting  a  due  sensibility  to  wrong  from 
whatever  quarter,  yet  to  hold  itself  ready  to  receive 
indulgently  any  overture  of  reconciliation  and  peace 
I'roin  a  sister  republic  of  the  new  world. 

He  is  the  more  strongly  impelled  to  this  view  of 
the  subject,  inasmuch  as  peace,  where  consistent 
with  honor,  is  the  truest  and  best  policy  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States  at  all  times,  anil,  therelore,  pacific  means 
of  redressing  public  injuries  are,  other  things  being 
equal,  to  be  encouraged  and  preferred  by  us.  All 
the  maxims  of  religion  and  morals,  not  less  than  po- 
litical expediency,  and  the  enlightened  spirit  of 
civilization  which  characterizes  the  age,  plead  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  peace. 

Add  to  which,  that,  independently  of  the  consi- 
derations of  profit  and  loss  involved  in  the  general 
(question  ol'war,  many  of  the  grounds  of  complaint 
in  this  case  are  for  in]ury  to  the  property  of  indivi- 
dual citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  interests 
would  be  sacrificed,  rather  than  promoted,  Dy  any 
hostile  proceedings  against  the  Mexican  republic. 

Entertaining  these  views,  therefore,  of  the  gene- 
ral subject,  the  undersignrd  cordially  approves  of 
the  proposition,  made  by  the  Mexican  sovernment, 
and  accepted  by  ours,  to  refer  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  countries  to  the  friemlly  arbitrament 
of  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  European  jiowers — 
a  mode  of  ending  national  disputes,  and  of  introduc- 
ing into  such  disputes  the  law  of  reason  in  lieu  of 
the  law  of  force,  which  Ibis  government  has  nobly 
distinguished  itself  by  adopting  in  other  cases.  In 
which  condition  of  the  alfair,  he  thinks  nothing 
should  I'ow  be  said  or  done  to  augment  on  either 


side  the  existing  irritation-,  and  he  abstains,  there- 
lore,  from  all  comment  on  the  details  of  the  late 
negotiations  of  the  two  governments. 

He  conceives  that,  until  the  contrary  shall  dis- 
tinctly appear,  the  amicable  proposition  of  the 
Mexican  republic  should  be  entertained  and  treated, 
by  all  departments  of  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates  and  more  especially  by  congress,  as  having 
been  proti'eied  in  perfect  good  lailh,  and  as  being  an 
honest  advance  on  the  part  of  Mexico  towards  a  full 
reconciliation  with  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  at  Ihe  same  time  declares,  that 
if,  however,  the  reverse  shall  hereafter  appear,  and 
it  shall  prove  {contrary  to  his  expectations)  that 
the  -Mexican  government,  not  satisfied  with  having 
persisted  in  so  many  acts  injurious  to  the  United 
States,  has  added  thereto  the  agjravation  of  pro- 
crastinating redress  by  insincere  and  pr  rfidious  pre- 
tences of  accomodation,  he  shall  consider  it  the 
right  of  the  federal  government  to  pursue,  in  that 
event,  the  most  prompt  and  decided  measures  for 
amply  vindicating  the  interests  and  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

Caleb  Cushi.ng. 


NORTH   CAROLINA. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  that  the  hon. 
John  Branch  has  consented  to  run  as  the  democra- 
tic republican  candidate  for  governor  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, at  the  election  in  August  next : 

Wake  Cuvnty,  Jvly  iih,  1838. 
Sir:  We  have  been  designated  a  committee  to 
make  known  to'yoii  your  nomination  as  a  candidate 
lor  the  office  of  governor  of  the  state,  by  a  respect- 
able portion  of  our  feliow  citizens  at  a  jiublic  meet- 
ing in  this  county. 

Jn  discharge  of  this  duty,  we  deem  it  not  impro- 
per tu  add,  the  nomination  has  been  made  by  those 
v\ho  concur  with  the  views  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  our  national  currency, 
and  who  flatter  themselves,  should  you  acquiesce 
in  their  wishes  in  becoming  a  candidate,  you  will 
be  generally  supported  by  the  Iriends  of  Ihe  admin- 
istration. We  take  it  lor  granted,  from  what  has 
been  said,  and  from  the  manner  of  his  nomination, 
by  those  who  are  themselves  in  favor  of  a  United 
States  bank  and  Henry  Clay  as  president,  that  gov. 
Dudley  unites  in  all  these  views.  We  think  it 
therelore  but  candid  to  the  people  of  the  state  and 
to  those  whose  org, in  we  are  iii  making  this  com- 
munication, to  know  whether  or  not  you  are  in  fa- 
vor of  such  a  bank  with  its  fifty  millions,  and  of 
that  individual  as  [uesident,  upon  u  hose  election  its 
friends  alone  seem  to  calculate  lor  its  success. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  personal  respect. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

Willis  Whitaker, 
Wm.  W.  White, 
Willie  Pope. 
To  tiie  hon.  John  Branch. 

Steamboat  Chesapeake,  July  7.  183S. 
Gentlemen :  I  was  honored  by  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  the  -Ith  instant,  alter  I  took  iny  seat  In  the  cars, 
at  Halilax,  and  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment 
to  respond  to  the  enquiries  you  have  made,  as  to  my 
opinions,  on  certain  political  matters,  of  high  im- 
port. Having  for  mors  than  the  third  of  a  century 
contended  for  a  strict  construction  of  the  federal 
constitution,  and  believing,  as  1  do,  that  the  exis- 
tence of  our  southern  institutions  vitally  depends 
on  a  rigid  adherence  thereto,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  frankly  avowing  to  you,  and  through  you  to  my 
fellow  citizens  of  iVorth  Carolina,  that  my  opinions 
have  undergone  no  change;  but  on  the  contrary, 
have  been  confirmed  by  time.  It  fojiovvs,  therefore, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  that  I  am  now,  as  I  have  ever 
been,  opposed  to  incorporating  a  United  Slates 
bank.  For  which  opinion  I  will  assign  but  one 
re.iEon.  It  is  this,  that  the  power  to  grant  incorpo- 
rations was  expressly  withheld,  or  denied  by  Ihe 
convention  which  made  the  constitution.  All  of 
which  will  more  fully  appear  by  relerepce  to  the 
journals.  I  will  go  further  ;  lam  equally  opposed 
to  the  exploded  iieposite  bank  system — nay,  more 
so.  Hence,  you  will  ]ierceive,  that  I  must  he  in 
favor  of  a  constitutional  treasury.  Could  1  believe 
ttiat  the  banks  were  calculated  to  make  men  more 
honest,  I  misht  be  induced  to  think  more  favorably 
of  their  agency,  or  could  the  ingenuity  of  their 
friends  satisfy  me  that  they  possessed  less  patron- 
age, or  infiuence,  than  indu  idiials,  I  might  pause 
and  re-examine  the  subject.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  candid  and  intelligent  man  will  affirm  either 
proposition.  Thus  much  for  my  political  senti- 
ments. As  to  men,  1  feel  that  "  tile  price  of  liberty 
is  eternal  vigilance,"  and  I  wish  to  be  explicitly 
understood,  that  I  commit  myself,  in  advarice,  for  or 
against  no  man,  further  than  he  can  be  made  useful, 
in  perpetuating  the  great  principles  to  which  I  trust 


I  have  ever  been  sincerely  attached,  and  which  I 
am  now  (overlooking  all  personal  considerathns) 
assisting  to  re-establish.  For  governor  Dudley,  I 
entertain  personally  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
and  nothing  could  induce  me  to  oppose  his  re-elec- 
tion, but  the  paramount  considerations  above  allud- 
ed to. 

I  am  with  much  respect, 

Your's,  &.C. 

JoH.N  Branch. 
To  Messrs.   W.   Whitahcr,  U'm.   W.  Whie.and 
Willie  Pope. 


BONDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  U.  STATES. 

Treasuty  Department,  } 

July  18,  1838.      } 

In  pursuance  of  Ihe  authority  gi\en  in  an  act  of 

congress  passed  on  the  7th  ol  July,  1838,  a  copy  of 

which  is    hereunto  annexed,  the   under.-igned  will 

receive  proposals  for  the  puichase  of  one  or  both  of 

the  bonds  ol  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  oi  the  United 

States  therein  described. 

LE_vr  Woodbury, 
•  ■  Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

[Public— No.  68. 
An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  bonds  be- 
longing to  the  United  Slates. 

Ee  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repiesen- 
tatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  anlhoiized  to  sell  ujion  the  best 
terms  he  can  command  lor  money  in  hand,  in  Ihe 
markets  of  this  orol  any  loreign  country,  as  upon 
inquiry  he  shall  find  most  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  Stales,  the  two  bonds  held  by  the  United 
States  against  "  the  president,  directors,  arid  com- 
pany of  the  Bankol  the  United  States,"  chartered 
by  the  state  of  Penn.sylvania.  which  v\ ill  fall  due  in 
the  mouth  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eii^lit  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  being  the  two  last  of  four 
several  bonds,  dated  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -seven,  given  to 
seciire  the  payment  of  the  sum  ol  one  million  nine 
hundred  aiid  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-iiine  dollars  and  four  cents  each,  with  inter- 
est upon  each  bond,  at  the  rale  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  from  the  IhirrI  day  oi  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thiity-six  until  paid,  the 
said  (our  bonds  hiiviiig  been  received  bv  the  United 
Slates  as  security  for  the  final  payment  of  the  stock 
held  by  the  United  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United"  States,  chartered  by  congress,  and  to  exe- 
cute under  his  hands  and  the  seal  ol  his  office,  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  Ihe  said  bonds,  suit- 
able and  proper  assignments  to  Iransler  to  the  said 
puichaseror  purchasers,  his,  her,  or  their  represen- 
tatives, or  assigns,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of 
the  United  Stati  s,  of,  in,  and  to  the  money  due  and 
to  become  due  upon  the  bonds  sold  and  assigned  in 
pursuance  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  sale  of 
either  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  made  upon  terms 
less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  the  par  value 
of  Ihe  bond  sold,  at  the  time  of  sale,  calculatid  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  for  estimating  the  par  value  of - 
securities  upon  which  interest  has  run  for  a  time, 
but  which  securities  have  not  reached  maturity. 

Sec  2.  Jnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  money- 
received  upon  the  sale  of  the  said  bonds,  .''hall  be 
immediately  paid  irito  the  trtasury  of  the  United 
States,  or  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  there- 
of in  some  pi'oper  definsitoiv.  in  the  same  manner 
that  other  moneys,  received  ior  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, are  by  law,  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury. 

Approved,  July  71h,  1838. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer. 
LETTER   FROM    MR.  CALHOUN. 
Messrs.  Gales  ^  Seaion:  I  will  thank  vou  to  give 
the  enclosed  an  early  insertion  in  your  juiirnal. 
With  respect,  1  ain.&c. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 
Washington,  July  IS38. 

[enclosed  in  the  above.] 
A  friend  has  put  into  my  hands  a  speech  of  Ihe 
honorable  Mr.  Dawson,  on  the  hill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  to  carry  into  etlect  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  and  to  provide  for  their  removal,  deli- 
vered on  the  ;?lst  May  last. 

The  following  extract  from  Ihe  speech,  referringf 
to  the  treaty  of  1819,  requires  some  notice  on  my 
part; 

•■This  is  not  mere  assertion:  I  will  demonstrate 
it.  In  1817,  a  treaty  was  negotiated  by  Andrevr 
Jackson,  (late  president,!  Joseph  McMinn,  (for- 
merly governor  of  Tennessee,)  and  general  David 
Meriwether,  as  comniissioneis  on  the  part  of  the 
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United  Stales;  and  tlie  chiefs,  liead-inen,  and  war- 
riors ol  the  Cherokee  nation  east  ol  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  the  deputies  ol'  those  on  the  Arliansas  river. 
This  treaty  v\  us  most  fairly  obtained,  withont  the 
least  imputation  of  fraud  from  any  quarter,  and  «as 
VTinnimousli/  ratified  by  the  senate  of  Ihe  United 
Stales;  by  which  Georgia  would  have  acquired 
nearly  all  the  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  within  her  territorial  limits,  and  the  obli- 
gallons  of  the  United  States  would  have  been  ful- 
filled. 

•■Mr.  Chairman,  the  treatment  of  my  state,  in  re- 
lation to  this  very  treaty,  was  so  extraordinary,  un- 
just, and  unfailhiiil,  that  1  feel  constrained  to'.isk  a 
few  momeiils'  iiidnU'ence,  in  prcsentinf;  the  lacls  to 
this  body,  that  the  slate  I  represent  shall  be  viiidi- 
cat.  d,  and  the  public  mind  disabused  of  the  misap- 
prehensions so  extensmly  prevailing.  Let  me 
read  to  the  committee  the  preamble  to  the  treaty  of 
1817.  audi  ask  particular  altenlion  to  it:  ^e  vol. 
Laws  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  p.  702:) 

'■^V'hereas,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eighl  hundred  and  eight,  a  deputation  from  Ihe 
upper  and  lower  Cherokee  towns,  duly  authorized 
by  their  nation,  went  on  lo  the  cily  of  Washiiii;- 
ton — Ihe  fust  n.imetl  lo  dcci  ire  lo  Ihe  president  of 
the  Uuileil  States  their  an.\ious  desire  lo  engage  in 
the  piirsuils  of  agriculture  and  civilized  life  in  the 
counlrv  they  then  occupied,  ami  to  make  know  n  to 
the  president  of  the  Uni:ed  Slates  the  iinpractica- 
biiiiy  of  inducing  Ihe  nation  at  large  to  do  this,  and 
to  request  the  eslahiishment  of  a  division  line  be- 
tween llie  upper  and  lower  towns,  so  as  lo  include 
all  tlie  wall  rs  of  Ihe  Hiwassee  river  to  the  upper 
town;  that  by  thus  contractiiiic  their  society  within 
narrow  limiis,  they  uroposeil  to  begin  Ihe  establish- 
ment of  fiX'  d  laws  and  a  regular  governinent:  the 
deputies  horn  the  lower  louns  lo  make  known  their 
desire  to  coiilinuc  the  hunter-life,  and  al  o  the  scar- 
city of  game  w.':eie  they  then  lived,  and  under 
those  circiimslances  their  wish  lo  remove  across  the 
Mississippi  river  on  some  vacant  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales:  And  whereas  the  [.resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  alter  maturely  considering  Ihe  pelilions 
of  both  parlii-s,  on  the  SJIh  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  incluHin; 
other  siibiects,  answered  those  pelilions  as  follov\s: 

••The  United  States,  my  children,  are  the  frieufls 
of  boih  parties,  and,  as  fjr  as  can  be  reasonably 
asked,  they  are  willing  lo  satisfy  the  wishes  nl  holti. 
Tho^e  who  reinviin,  may  be  assured  of  our  palion- 
a:;e,  our  aiil,  and  good  neighborhood.  Those  who 
wi-h  to  remove,  are  permitted  lo  send  an  exploriii; 
parly  to  reconnoitre  Ihe  counlry  on  Ihe  waters  of 
the  Arkansas  and  While  rivers,  and  the  higher  up 
the  better,  as  they  will  be  the  longer  iinapproaclied 
by  our  settlements,  which  will  begin  at  the  moiilhs 
of  those  rivers.  The  re:;ular  disiricls  of  the  co- 
vernmenl  of  St.  Louis  are  already  laid  oif  lo  Ihe 
St.  Francis. 

"When  this  party  shall  have  found  a  tract  of 
counlry  suiting  the  emigrants,  and  not  claimed  by 
other  Indians,  we  will  arrange  with  them  and  you 
the  exchange  of  that  for  a  Just  portion  of  ihe  coun- 
try they  leave,  and  to  a  part  of  which,  proportioned 
to  their  nu.iibers,  they  have  a  right.  Every  aid  to- 
wards their  removal,  and  what  w  ill  be  necessary  for 
them  there,  will  then  be  freely  administered  to 
them;  and  when  estalilished  in  their  new  sellle- 
mciits,  we  shall  ••till  consider  Ihem  as  our  children, 
give  Ihem  Ihe  beuefil  of  exchangin;  Iheir  peltries 
for  what  they  will  want  at  our  fictories,  and  always 
hold  Ihem  firmly  by  the  hand:" 
'  ••.\nd  whereas  Ihe  Cherokees,  relyingon  the  pro- 
mises of  ihe  president  of  the  United  Stales,  as  above 
recited,  did  explore  the  connliy  on  the  west  side  ol 
the  Mississippi,  and  made  choice  of  the  country  on 
the  Arkansas  and  While  rivers,  and  settled  them- 
selves down  upon  the  United  States  lands,  lo  which 
no  other  tribe  ,)f  Indians  have  anv  just  claim,  and 
have  dtily  notified  the  president  of  tlie  United  Stales 
thereof,  and  of  their  anxious  desire  for  the  full  and 
couiplete  r.itification  of  his  promise,  and  to  thai  end, 
as  notified  by  Ihe  president  of  the  United  States, 
have  sent  on  Iheir  ag.>nts  with  full  powers  to  exe- 
:ute  a  treaty,  relinquishing  to  the  United  States  all 
the  right,  ti'tle,  and  interest  to  all  lands  of  right  to 
the.n  belonging,  as  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
whirii  they  have  left,  and  which  they  are  about  to 
leave,  proporihmfd  to  Iheir  mimhers.  including,  with 
those  now  on  Ihe  Arkansas,  those  who  are  about  lo 
remove  thither,  and  to  a  portion  of  wliich  they  have 
an  equal  right,  agreeably  to  their  numbers." 

"The  'lower  towns.'  who  thus  made  known  iheir 
desire,  in  the  year  ISOS,  to  conlinue  the  hiinler-lile. 
anil,  also,  the  scarcity  of  gam?  where  they  then 
lived,  and  their  wish,  under  those  circumstances,  lo 
remove  across  Ihe  Mississippi  river,  on  some  vacant 
land  of  the  United  Slates,  were  chiefly  that  portion 
of  the  Cherokee  trine  who  were  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  lands  which  the  United  States  were  to  ob'ain 


tor  Georgia.  Notwithstanding  this  disposition  of 
the  Indians  lo  surrender  their  lands  a.s  early  as  1S('8, 
the  United  Stales  did  not  embrace  it,  but,  on  Ihe 
contrary,  abandoned  her  duty,  and  made  no  ellort  lo 
obtain  the  land  until  this  treaty  of  IS  17,  which  ex- 
tinguished the  occupant  right  ol  Ihe  C  herokee  In- 
dians lo  nearly  all  the  lands  contemplated  by  the 
conipact  of  1J02.  Georgia  now  Ihonglit  her  just 
rights  were  secured,  and  that  soon  her  Ibiests  would 
become  fields,  and  her  population  increase.  Nol- 
wilhstanding  these  just  expectations.  Ibis  treaty  of 
IS  17,  against  which  no  allegation  luui  been  made  of 
fraud  or  injustice,  unless  it  was  considerid  a  Iraud 
in  Ihe  United  Slates  lo  comply  with  her  contiaci, 
and  to  have  done  an  act  of  justice  to  (ieorgia,  was, 
by  articles  of  convention  made  between  John  C. 
Calhoun,  secretary  of  war,  bung  specially  autho- 
rized therefor  by  the  president  ol  the  United  Slates, 
anil  Ihe  chiefs  and  headmen  of  Ihe  Cherokee  iialion 
of  Indians,  duly  aulhoiized  and  cmpowend  by  said 
nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  27lii  I'e- 
briiaiy,  IS  III,  readjusted,  and,  so  far  as  the  interest 
ol  Georgia  was  involved,  measurably  abrogated, 
and,  on  its  very  face,  viilually  declared  that  the 
United  States  did  nol  iiileiid  to  comply  with  the  ar- 
liclis  which  she  was  solemnly  pledged  to  fulfil. 
Sir,  let  me  read  lo  the  committee  the  preamble  ol 
this  treaty: 

"Wheieas  a  greater  part  of  Ihe  Cherokee  nation 
have  rxprcsseil  an  earnest  desire  to  remain  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississipiu,  and  being  desirous,  in  order 
lo  commence  those  measures  which  liny  deem  ne- 
cessary lo  the  civilization  aiid  preservation  ol  their 
nation,  that  Ihe  liealy  bcUveeii  the  United  Stales 
and  them,  signed  the  eighth  of  July,  eighteen  liun- 
died  and  seventeen,  might,  wilhnu't  further  delay, 
or  the  trouble  or  expense  of  taking  Ihe  census,  as 
stipulated  in  Ihe  said  treaty,  be  liiialiy  adjusted, 
have  ollered  to  cede  to  the  United  Stales  a  iVael  of 
counlry  at  least  as  extensive  as  that  which  they 
probably  are  entitled  to  under  its  provisions,  Ihe 
contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  and  conclude  the 
following  articles." 

Thus,  by  this  treaty,  arrangements  are  made, 
and  measures  adopted,  by  which  the  Indians  were 
to  remain  east  of  Ihe  Mississipjii,  within  Ihe  limits 
of  Georgia,  and  the  treaty  of  LSI"  to  be  set  aside, 
ill  violation  of  the  vested  rights  of  Georgia  under 
that  treaty,  and  with  a  reckless  disregard  of  the 
obligations  of  the  compact." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  Ihe  ho- 
norable member,  he  has  done  me  great  injustice, 
both  in  what  he  has  stated  and  what  he  has  omitted 
to  slate,  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  communica- 
tion to  correct.  The  assertions  that  "the  treaty  of 
1S17  extinguish  the  occupant  right  of  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  lo  nearly  all  Ihe  lands  comprehended 
by  the  compact  with' Georgia,"  that  "the  treaty  ol 
1819  readjusted  that  of  1S17,"  and  that  "it  mea- 
siir.'bly  abrogated  it  so  far  as  Georgia  was  involv- 
ed," or  that  "it  virtually  declared  that  the  United 
States  did  nol  intend  to  comply  with  her  compact 
with  Georgia,"  or  that  "it  set  aside  the  treaty  of 
1717,"  are  destitute  of  any  foundation. 

If  Ihe  honorable  member  h^d  turned  to  Ihe  map 
of  Georgia,  with  the  treaty  of  1S17  in  his  hands, 
before  he  made  these  uiifouniled  assertions,  he 
would  have  ascertained,  in  the  first  place,  that  it 
cedeil  to  Georgia  only  a  small  portion  of  Ihe  Che- 
rokee counlry  u  ilhiii  her  bodeis;  ami  if,  after  that, 
he  had  turned  lo  the  treaty  of  IS19,  he  would  have 
lound  that  it  did  not  "readjust,"  a  single  article  or 
provision  of  the  treaty  ol  1817,  nor  "abrogate  it," 
nor  '•measurably  abrogate  it,"  nor  "set  if  aside," 
in  the  slighte^-t  particular,  so  far  as  the  interest  of 
Georgia,  or  any  other  interest,  was  involved.  So 
far  from  thai,  it  made  very  considerable  additions 
lo  Ihe  cession  made  to  Georgia  by  the  treaty  of 
1317,  as  the  honorable  member  will  find,  if  he  will 
liirr.  lo  Ihe  map  of  Georgia,  with  thetvvo  treaties  in 
his  hands. 

The  honorable  member  seen  snot  to  be  informed, 
or  has.  at  least,  omitted  to  state  what  was  Ihe  ob- 
ject of  Ihe  treaty  of  1819.  If  he  had  turned  lo  the 
treaty  of  1817,  and  read  it  with  care,  he  would  not 
have  fallen  into  the  errors  he  has.  He  woiiM  have 
seen  by  its  third  and  fourth  articles  that  the  treaty 
of  1819  grew  out  of  that  of  1817,  and  was  simply 
intended  to  carry  these  two  articles  into  eifect. 
They  are  in  the  following  worrls: 

Art.  3.  ll  is  also  stipulated  by  the  contracting 
parlies,  that  a  census  shall  be  taken  of  the  whole 
Cherokee  nation  during  the  month  ol  June,  in  Ihe 
year  of  our  Loid  1818.  in  the  following  manner, 
viz:  That  the  census  of  those  on  Ihe  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  who  declare  their  intention  of 
removing,  shall  be  taken  by  a  enmini'=si"ner  ap- 
pointed by  the  presid.  nt  of 'the  United  Slates,  and 
a  cnininissinner  appoint. -d  by  Ihe  Cherokees  on  the 
Arkansas  rivei:  and  the  census  of  the  Cherokees 
on  the  Aikansas  river,  and  those  removing  there, 


and  who  at  that  time  declare  Iheir  intinlion  of  re- 
moving there,  shall  be  taken  by  a  commissioner 
appointed  by  the  president  ol  the 'Uniud  Slates,  and 
one  appointed  by  the  Cherokees  east  ol  the  Missis- 
sijipi  river. 

.■\i!T.  1.  The  contrncling  parties  do  also  stipu- 
late that  the  aiinuily  due  from  Ihe  Uijilid  Slalis  to 
the  whole  Cherokee  nalicn  lor  the  yiar  1818  is  lo 
be  ilivirled  bdween  the  two  pails  ol  the  niilion,  in 
proporlKui  to  their  numbers,  agreeably  lo  the  ?li|ui- 
lations  contained  in  Ihe  thiid  article  id  Ills  li.  ,ily, 
and  lo  be  conlinued  lo  be  di\  ided  Ihereallir,  in  pio- 
porlion  lo  Iheir  numbers,  and  the  lauds  to  be  ap- 
portioned and  surrendered  lo  the  United  Slates, 
agiei'ably  to  the  aforesaid  enmnernlion  as  the  pro- 
poitionate  part,  agreeably  to  their  numbers,  lo 
which  those  who  liave  removed,  and  who  di  dare 
Iheir  inlenlioii  lo  remove,  have  a  jiist  right,  iiiolnd- 
iiig  these  with  the  lands  ceded  in  Ihe  fiisl  and  se- 
cond articles  ol   this  treaty. 

All  lliat  \\as  required,  under  these  articles,  was 
to  ascertain  Ihe  number  that  had  emigrated  lo  Ar- 
kansas, and  the  number  that  remained,  and  to  ob- 
tain an  additional  cession  from  the  Cherokees  of 
such  an  extent  as.  being  added  to  Ihat.already  made 
by  the  treaty  of  1817,  would  make  the  portion  of 
land  ceded,  compare.l  to  v\liat  vias  retained,  correj. 
|pond  with  the  numbir  of  emigranls  compared  to 
those  remaining,  and  to  divide  Ihe  annuity  between 
them  ill  the  same  proportion.  The  treaty  of  1817 
was  made  in  July,  and,  by  Ihe  :Jd  article,  the  sup- 
plemental treaty  (for  such  was  that  of  1819)  wag 
lobe  made  in  the  lollowing  June.  The  treaty  of 
1819  faillilully  carried  out  these  slipiilalinns.  w'ilh- 
oiit  infringing,  abrogating,  rescinding,  or,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  impairing  a  single  arlicle  or  JTO- 
vision  of  the  trealy  of  1817. 

So  far  otherwise  is  Ihe  f.icl,  that  instead  of  clos- 
ing the  supplcmenlal  treaty  in  June,  1818,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  treaty  ol  ISlt,  it  was  kepi  open  by 
various  causes  till  Februaiy.  1819.  1  look  charge 
of  Ihe  war  de]iarlmenl  in"  December,  I8I7,  aiufl 
foiuid  governor  Mc!\linn,  of  Tennessee,  acting  as 
the  superintendent  of  the  emigrating  Cherokees.  It 
was  iinporlant  to  get  olf  and  enrol  as  many  as  pos- 
sible for  emigration,  before  making  Ihe  supplemen- 
tal treaty.  I  erdrred  at  once  zealously  into  Ihe  sub- 
ject, as  the  records  of  Ihe  war  office  will  show,  and 
did  all  I  could  to  increase  Ihe  number  of  emigrants. 
I  continued  to  urge  on  the  emigration  and  enrol- 
ment dow  11  to  the  time  of  making  Ihe  supplemental 
trealy,  in  February,  1819,  thereby  greally  increas- 
ing the  number  oi'  emigrants,  and.  of  course,  the 
extent  of  cession  afterwards  made.  The  Cherokees, 
in  order  to  avoid  further  di  lay,  made  the  liberal 
oHer  lo  cede  one  third  of  their  territory  on  this  side 
of  the  Mississippi;  which  was  accepted,  as  widl 
from  its  liberality  as  from  the  desire  to  avoid  Ihe 
expense  and  troiijile  of  taking  Ihe  census  n  quired 
by  the  treaty  ol  1818. 

The  only  question  that  remained  was  the  pait  lo 
be  ceded.  I  urged  willi  all  my  might  that  Ihe  ces- 
sion should  be  mainly  in  Georgia';  on  Ihe  double 
ground  that  the  United  Stales  were  bound  by  con- 
tract to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  that  stale  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  done  peace:ibly,  and  that  it 
would  be  lor  their  benefit  in  the  end.  as  Georgia 
would  never  be  satisfied  so  long  as  Ihey  remained 
within  her  limiis.  .Afler  coiisulling  Mr.  Craw  loid, 
I  userl  my  best  elfoits  lo  fix  on  the  Etowah  as  Ihe 
line,  but  found  it  impossible  to  obtain,  on  Ihe  side 
of  Georgia,  any  other  line  more  favorable  than  that 
which  was  finally  agreed  on.  Th-  treaty  of  1817 
made  no  slipiilalion  as  to  the  location  of  the  addi- 
tional land  lo  be  ceded;  and  of  course  it  had  to  be 
done  by  niulual  consent. 

The  honorable  member  has  cited  the  jireaml.le  of 
the  treaty  of  1819.  He  does  not  state  his  ol.j-ct 
distinctly,  but  I  suppose  it  was  to  prove  that  it  was 
incompatible  with  the  compact  with  Georgia  to  give 
any  countenance  to  the  civilization  of  the  Chero- 
kees. If  this  was  his  object,  his  censure  ought  not 
lo  fall  on  Ihe  treaty  of  1819.  but  on  the  original  pro- 
mise of  Mr.  Jeliersnn  in  1809,  out  of  which  the 
treaty  of  1817,  with  itssupplenunlal  trca'y  of  1819, 
grew.  He  not  only  promised  to  those  wl  o  leii.ain- 
ed,  "  patronage,  aid,  nnd  good  nciahborhood,"  hut 
urged  them  by  the  most  peisn.-isive'l.Tngnage  lobe- 
lake  theui'^elves  to  the  pursuits  of  civilized  life,  as 
the  following  extract  from  his  speech  will  show: 
Extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  speech  to  tlie  Chcrol,rcs. 

"  1  understand,  by  the  speeches  whirii  you  have 
delivered  me,  that  there  is  a  diderence  ofdispnsilion 
among  Ihe  people  of  both  parts  of  your  nation; 
some  of  them  desiring  lo  remain  on  their  lamls,  to 
betake  themselves  lo  agriculture  and  Ihe  industiioiis 
occnpalions  of  civilized  life;  while  others,  retain- 
ing Iheir  attachment  lo  the  hunler's  life,  and  having 
lillle  game  on  their  present  lands,  are  ilrsirniis  to 
remove  across  the  Mississippi,  lo  some  of  the  va- 
cant  lands   of  the   United  States,  where  game  is 
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abundant.  I  am  pleased  to  find  ?o  many  disposed  to 
ensure,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  a  plentiful 
subsistence  to  their  families,  and  to  improve  their 
minds  by  education  ;  but  I  do  not  blame  those  who, 
having  been  brought  up  from  infancy  to  the  pursuit 
of  KSiue,  desire  still  lo  follow  it  to  distant  countries. 
I  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  men  to  change  their 
habiis.  in  v.  hich  they  have  been  raised.  The  United 
Stales,  my  children,  are  the  friends  of  both  parties, 
and,  as  lar  as  can  reasonably  be  asked,  thev  will  be 
willing  tu  satisfy  the  wishes  of  butli.  Those  who 
remain  may  be  assured  of  our  patronage,  our  aid, 
and  good  neighborhood." 

Now,  I  would  submit  to  the  honorable  member 
himself,  whether  the  bare  statement  of  the  lact  in 
the  preamble  of  the  treaty,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  nation  desired  to  stay,  and  do  as  Mr.  Jetferson 
bad  ailvised  them,  was  a  \irtua!  declaration  that  the 
United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with  their 
contract  with  Georgia?  And  if  it  was,  whether 
Mr.  Jetferson  himself  is  not  the  responsible  parly  ? 

J  have  now  given  a  statement  of  the  (acts  of  the 
case,  and  leave  it,  with  confidence,  to  all,  e.xsept 
the  most  bitter  and  prejudiced  partisans,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  treaty  of  1819  %vas  so  "extraor- 
dinary, unjust,  and  unfaithful,"  as  the  honorable 
member  has  asserted  it  to  be;  or  whether  it  "set 
aside  the  treaty  of  1817,  in  violation  of  the  vested 
rights  of  Georgia;"  or  whether  it  "  measurably  abro- 
gated the  treaty  of  1817;"  or  declared  that  "the 
United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with  their 
contract  with  Georgia."  As  to  the  motives,  which 
the  honorable  member  assigns  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  his  speech,  for  the  treaty  of  1819,  that  the  go- 
vernment was  in  debt  and  needed  money,  and  there- 
fore made  the  cession  in  other  states,  in  preference  to 
Georgia,  because  the  soil  there  belonged  to  them, 
it  is  all  pure  fiction.  Such  a  thought  never  once 
entered  my  head,  while  negotiating  the  treaty  ;  and 
the  honorable  member  seems  to  forget  that  the  go- 
vernment has  never,  and  will,  prob.ibly,  never  realize 
one  cent  from  the  ceded  lands  in  North  Carolina  or 
Tennessee.  The  former  belonged  to  the  slate  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  was  covered  by  prior 
grants  from  the  same  state. 

My  object  is  to  correct,  and  not  to  complain  of 
the  inis-slatements  of  the  honorable  member;  but 
it  does  seem  to  me,  common  justice  required  (to 
say  nothing  of  our  former,  shall  I  say  political  re- 
lations) that,  while  he  was  arraigning  my  alleged 
political  demerits  against  Georgia,  he  ought  not  to 
have  forgot  my  merits.  He  ought  not  to  have  omit- 
ted lo  inform  the  house  and  his  constituents,  as  an 
ofi'set,  at  least,  that  I,  whom  he  was  holding  up  in 
so  censurable  a  light  to  them  lor  the  treaty  of  1819, 
was  the  author  of  the  plan  for  removing  the  Chero- 
kees  and  all  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  has  added  so  many 
millions  of  fertile  acres  to  the  states  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, and  will,  in  a  short  time,  remove  the  last  re- 
mains of  the  aboriginal  race  beyond  their  limits. 

As  to  the  motive  of  the  honorable  member,  I  say 
nothing.  I  have  never  given  any  cause  or  provo- 
cation for  the  uncalled  for  attack;  unless,  indeed, 
the  misfortune  of  diliering  from  him,  on  the  great 
question  of  the  day,  may  be  regarded  as  such. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 


From  the  Porlsmmitk   Times. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  MR.  MAL- 
LORY,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Dear  Sir:  I  see  with  regret  that  you  have  copied 
the  perversion  of  my  remarks  published  in  the 
Baltimore  papers,  and  in  the  Intelligencer.  I  am 
certain  you  could  not  intentionally  do  me  injustice 
by  placing  ire  in  a  false  position  before  my  consti- 
tuents. Not  one  word  was  said  by  me  about  'per- 
suading them,'  or  'making  an  issue  with  the  peo- 
ple.' Such  language  on  such  an  occasion,  would 
have  been  silly  indeed.  What  I  said  was  substan- 
tially this — That  believing  a  majority  of  my  consti- 
tueills  were  opposed  to  the  bill,'l  feft  bound  to  vote 
against  it,  more  especially  as  no  opjiortunity  had 
been  otiVred  of  rendering  it  more  perfect  in  its  de 
tails.  1  hat  I  was  in  favor  of  separating  the  public 
money  from  the  banks,  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  by 
them,  and  that  in  discussing  the  subject,  as  I  in- 
tended to  do  after  I  he  adjournment  of  congress,  my 
views  should  be  fully  explained  to  the  people— who 
could,  perhaps,  at  some  futnie  time,  authorize  me 
to  vote  more  in  accordance  with  my  principles, 
than  might  ihen  appear  to  be  the  case. 

Now  this.  I  apprehend,  is  a  very  different  affair 
from  the  colored  statement  going  the  rounds  of  the 
papers,  and  copied  into  those  published  in  mv  dis- 
trict. I  trust,  that  the  people  I  represent",  will 
never  censure  a  public  servant  for  saving  he  wouhl 
discuss  a  great  political  question,  involving  such 
important  consequences  as  this,  and  on  which  they 


have  expressed  no  opinion  since  my  election,  that 
can  be  regarded  as  unequivocal.  'J'he  question  has 
been  raised  since  I  have  been  among  them,  and 
without  discussion  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know 
certainly  their  wishes.  Acknowledging  as  I  do  to 
the  utmost  extent,  the  right  of  instruction,  it  will 
alwavs  be  my  pleasure  to  carry  out  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  however  they  may  conflict  with  my 
own.  When  a  candidate  for  congress,  I  denounced 
the  pet  bank  system  in  strong  terms;  and  have  seen 
no  reason  to  change  my  sentiments — I  can  never 
support  it  in  any  form  or  shape.  To  a  substantial 
deposite  system,  with  guards  sufficient  to  ensure 
its  faithful  execution,  the  same  objections  do  not 
apply.  A  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  cannot  be  had, 
if^  it  is  desirable,  under  fi\e  yeais,  and  in  the  mean 
time  we  must  pass  some  law,  or  leave  everv  thing 
to  executive  discretion.  Such  is  the  state  of  things 
here,  and  surely  the  currency  question  may  be  re- 
garded as  still  open  for  discussion,  and  I  cannot  act 
intelligibly,  if  there  is  no  agitation  of  it.  What 
shall  I  do?  how  shall  I  vote?  are  questions  I  must 
put  to  the  people,  and  I  hope  I  mav  do  so  without 
calling  down  on  me  the  sneers  of  the  Richmond 
Whig,  and  the  denunciations  of  men  who  would 
have  me  sacrifice  the  true  interests  of  the  people  to 
promote  their  personal  aggrandizement. 

I  have  hurriedly  drawn  up  this  explanation, 
which  I  desire  you  to  publish,  that  I  may  not  be 
considered  as  acquiescing  in  the  erroneous  state- 
ment published  in  the  northern  papers,  on  the  au- 
thority of  hireling  letter  writers,  haunting  the  dark 
passages  of  the  capitol. 

I  am,  your  obd't  servant, 

F.    M.ALLORY. 


STEAM  AND  STEAM-BOATS. 

A  late  niimber  of  the  Frederick  Herald  contains 
the  following  interesting  detailed  descri|)lion  of  the 
machinery  of  the  Great  Western,  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  went  out  and  returned  in  her.  As  the 
residence  of  lieut.  IVm.  F.  Lyvch,  of  the  U.  S. 
navy,  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Frederick,  we  pre- 
sume that  we  are  safe  in  assuming  that  he  is  the  au- 
thor of  the  excellent  and  perspicuous  article  which 
we  subjoin. 

"The  "Great  Western  steam  ship"  is  worked  by 
a  pair  of  low  pressure  engines,  constructed  similar- 
ly to  most  engines  used  in  British  navigation.  The 
great  distinguishing  feature  of  such  engines  is,  that 
the  whole  of  the  machinery  is  under  deck,  although 
the  cylinders  are  worked  vertically. 

The  beam  of  the  engine  is  not  placed  above  the 
cylinder  as  in  our  boats,  but  a  pair  of  beams  are 
placed  below  the  cylinder,  and  answer  the  same 
purpose,  at  the  same  tiuie  that  they  bring  a  great 
portion  of  the  machinery  below  the  water  line,  and 
do  not  hamper  the  deck.  The  stroke  of  such  en- 
gines is  shortened,  though  not  necessarily,  by  this 
arrangement,  and  in  the  "G.  W."  it  is  onlv  seven 
feet. 

The  two  engines  are  connected  to  the  main  shaft 
on  which  (he  paddles  are  fixed,  and  in  case  of  an 
accident  to  one  engine,  the  other  continues  to  work 
both  paddles  or  wheels,  by  disconnecting  the  con- 
necting rod  of  the  deranged  engine.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  oiilwani  voyage,  when  the  engine  pro- 
pelled the  G.  W.  during  thirty-lour  hours,  at  the 
late  of  6J  knots  per  hour. 

These  engines  are  each  200  horse  power:  they  are 
worked  by  steam,  not  exceeding  2  1-2  lbs.  per 
square  inch.  An  apparatus  for  reducing  the  steam 
by  expansion  is  attached,  but  rarelv  used. 

There  are  four  boilers,  each  10  )-3  feet  long, 
9  1  2  feet  wide  and  16  high.  There  are  three  fire- 
places to  each  floor,  which  terminates  in  a  flue 
that  runs  through  tile  boiler,  an  extent  of  about  26 
feet,  before  it  passes  into  the  smoke  funnel. 

These  four  boilers  are  connected  by  valves  to  one 
general  steam  pipe  which  supplies  the  two  engines. 
Any  one  boiler  can  be  shut  off  at  pleasure,  and  as 
three  boilers  with  a  little  extra  fuel  can  raise  suffi- 
cient steam,  the  fourth  can  be  cleansed  out  when- 
ever required.  The  four  boilers  are  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  work,  and  consume  very  little 
more  coal  than  three;  at  the  same  time,  the  fire- 
men are  not  hurried,  and  the  doors  of  the  furnaces 
are  repeatedly  thrown  open  to  keep  down  steam. 

The  consumption  of  coal,  both  on  the  outwardly 
and  homeward  passage  to  the  United  Slates,  did 
not  exceed  fi  .S-4  lbs.  per  hor^e  power,  per  hour. 
In  roughest  pnrt  of  homeward  trip,  when  the  ship 
was  a  week  out  of  port,  antl  in  better  trim  from 
having  consumed  a  considerable  quanlitv  of  coal, 
the  consumption  was  5  4-5  per  hour.  The  incon- 
venience to  which  steam  boilers  have  been  herein- 
fore  subjected  by  the  deposition  of  snlt  and  earthy 
matters,  was  obviated  on  hoard  of  this  ship,  by  a 
peculiar  arrangement,  the  invention  of  Messrs. 
Maudsley,  Sons  &  Field.  I 


In  marine  steam  boilers,  it  is  usual  to  blow  off  a 
portion  ol  the  densest  salt  water  from  the  bottom  of 
the  boiler,  by  means  of  a  pipe  blow-o9-cock.  In 
this  manner,  a  portion  of  the  stroi.ges'  brine  is 
forced  out — but  the  quantity  is  limited  and  much 
fuel  wasted  by  the  loss  ol  heat. 

On  board  of  the  G.  W.  a  brass  plunger  pump  is 
attached  to  the  botiom  of  each  boiler  and  draws  off 
a  constant  stream  ol  brine,  the  loss  of  which  is  sup- 
plied by  a  pipe  conveying  hot  water  from  the  reser- 
voir,— v\hich,  pouring  into  the  boiler,  keeps  up  a 
constant  current,  thereby  preventing  deposition  and 
subsequent  concretion. 

Supposing  the  density  of  the  water  of  the  ocean 
to  be  100,  and  that  deposition  cannot  take  place,  in 
other  words,  that  the  waters  would  hold  the  salt 
and  other  earthy  matters  in  solution,  until  its  den- 
sity  is  reduced  to  66  2-.3its,  the  density  of  the  water 
in  the  boilers  of  the  G.  W.  was  rarely  less  than  90. 
At  the  expiratii^n  of  each  trip,  the  boilers  were  as 
clean  as  if  fresh  water  only  had  been  used.  To 
ascertain  the  pioper  quanlily  to  be  drawn  off,  and 
to  regulate  the  pump.s  accordingly,  the  density  of 
the  brine  is  ascertained  by  letting  a  portion  of  it 
cool  and  trying  it  v\ith  an  hydrometer.  This  sim- 
ple substitute  for  the  old  plan  of  blowing  off  has 
proven  so  efficient  that  it  will  no  doubt  be  generally 
adopted. 

The  boilers  of  the  G.  W.  are  of  wioiight  iron, 
square,  with  1-2  wagon  tops.  The  maximum  pres- 
sure, is  3  1-2  lbs.  to  square  inch.  Themoment  that 
the  pressure  ol  steam  exceeds  that  amount,  the  safety 
valve  raises  and  the  surplus  steam  passes  through 
the  safety  pipe,  to  the  upper  air.  From  their 
shape  and"  size,  those  boilers  could  not  wifhstand  a 
pressure  of  8  lbs.  to  the  square  inch — and  if  they 
were  to  burst  witii  that  pressure,  only  those  in  the 
engine  and  firerooms  would  sutler — the  passengers 
and  (he  ship  would  escape  uninjured.  But,  to 
guard  against  such  an  accident,  which,  on  the  ocean 
would  produce  great  e\'entual  inconvenience,  and 
in  our  own  boats  for  the  protection  of  life  itself,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  two  safety  valves  to 
each  boiler,  one  of  each  loaded  to  the  maximum 
pressure  it  would  be  perfectly  prudent  to  carry, 
and  then  cased  and  locked  up,  only  to  be  visited  by 
the  commander  The  others  are  at  present  acces- 
sible to  the  engineer.  By  this  means,  the  engi- 
neer can  always  diminish,  but  never  increase  the 
pressure  and  by  consequence  the  danger.  Rash 
and  inexperienced  as  many  of  our  steamboat  cap- 
tains are,  it  would  often  be  unsafe  to  entrust  the 
keys  of  the  safety  valve  cases  with  them.  Unless 
(hey  have  been  jiroved  perfectly  competent  and 
trustworthy,  those  keys  should  on  short  trips  remain 
with  the  agent  or  owner.  These  valves  should 
also  be  examined  at  frequent,  regular  intervals. 

With  such  precaution  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
explosion  from  pressure  of  slcam,or,  as  it  is  gene- 
rally termed,  high  steam. 

The  boiler  of  good  metal,  will  bear  the  strain  of 
one  third  of  the  cohesive  force  of  Ihat  metal.  In 
practice,  twice  the  max  pressure  on  the  valve  can 
be  borne  with  perfect  safety: — therefore,  if  a  safety 
valve  be  loaded  with  10  lbs  to  the  square  inch,  the 
pressure  of  the  steam  can  be  more  than  doubled 
before  an  explosion  can  ensue. 

The  next  greatest  and  almost  only  remaining 
case  of  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,  is  inatten- 
tion  in  feeding  willi  water.  Though  termed  a  cause, 
it  is  most  generally  a  consequence  or  effect  of  the 
former.  If  the  safety  valve  be  too  heavily  loaded  a 
great  quantity  of  the  water  in  the  boiler  is  converted 
into  steam,  w  hicli.  wherever  it  is  in  contact,  tends 
i  to  heat  the  boiler  as  much  within  as  the  fire  does 
I  without;  consequently,  an  unusual  motion  of"  the 
boat  by  the  hea\'e  of  the  sea;  a  simultaneous  move- 
ment of  the  passengers  from  side  to  side,  or  any 
other  circumstance,  causes  the  water  within  the 
boiler  to  run  against  the  intensely  heated  metal, 
when  the  gas  more  powerful  than  steam  itself  is  in- 
stantaneously evolved,  and  an  explo.sinn  invariably 
ensues. 

Besiiles  the  guage  cocks  some  of  the  English 
steamers  have  a  float  attached  to  each  boiler,  which 
by  indicating  the  exact  height  of  water  in  the  boil- 
er, proves  a  great  additional  safeguard. 

The   American   steam    engines  are   in  some  re- 
spects   superior  to  the    English. —  for    instance    In 
length  of  stroke,  by  which  greater  speed  is  attained 
with   equal    power.      The  length    of  the   cylinder 
should  be  twice  that  of  its  diameter,  which  is  very 
nearly  the  proportion  of  (hat  of  the  U.   S.  steamer    • 
Fulton.     The  Great  Western,  with  22  inches  more 
of  diameter    has  only    1    1-6  in    length  of  stroke,    ' 
The  Fulton  is  in  smootli  water  the  fastest  boat,  and    ! 
in  all  respects    save  its  horizontal  position  her  ma-   ^ 
chinery  is  the  best.  ; 

Improvements  in   sleam   apparatJis.     An  act  au-    ! 
thorizing  the  appointment  of  persons  to  test  the   j 
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useluliicss  of  invention?  to  improve  and  render  safe 
boilers  ot  steam  eni^ines  ajjainsl  explosioris  : 

Be  it  eiiacleil  bij  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Staler  of  .'Imerica  in  cun'^ress 
assembled,  Tliat  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be,  and  lie  hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  three 
persons,  one  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  a  man  of  ex- 
perience and  practical  knowledge  in  the  construc- 
tion and  use  of  the  steam  engine,  and  the  others,  by 
reason  of  their  attainments  and  science,  shall  be 
competent  judge?  of  the  nsefnlncss  of  any  invention 
desi:;ned  to  detect  the  causes  of  explosion  in  the 
boilers;  which  said  persons  shall  jointly  examine 
any  inventions  made  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
the  cause  and  preventing  the  explosion  of  boilers, 
that  shall  be  presented  for  their  consideration;  and, 
if  any  one  or  more  of  such  inventions  or  disco- 
veries justify,  in  their  judgment,  the  experiment,  and 
the  inventor  desires  that  his  invention  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  the  test,  then  the  said  persons  may  pro- 
ceed and  order  such  preparations  to  be  made,  and 
such  experiments  to  be  tried  as,  in  their,  judg- 
ment, may  be  necessary  to  determine  the  character 
and  usefulness  of  any  such  invention. 

Sec.  2.  .jnd  be  it  further  enucled.  That  the  said 
board  shall  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting  to  examine  such  inventions,  and  shall 
direct  the  preparations  to  be  made,  and  the  experi- 
ments to  be  tried,  at  such  place  as  they  shall  deem 
most  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  purpose;  and 
shall  make  full  report  of  their  doings  to  congiess  at 
their  next  session. 

Sec  3.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to  carry 
into  effect  the  foregoing  objects,  there  be,  and  here- 
by is,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars;  and  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  above  purposes  shall  be  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  said  board,  and  to  defray  such  ex- 
penses as  shall  be  incurred  by  their  direction,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  each, 
for  his  personal  services  and  expenses:  Provided, 
however,  and  their  accounts  shall  be  settled  at  the 
treasury,  in  th.;  same  manner  as  those  of  other  pub- 
lic agents. 

Rh.  M.  John-so.v, 
Vice  president  of  the  United  Slates  and 
President  of  the  senate. 
James  K.  Polk, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Approved,  June  2Sth,  183S. 

M.    V.4..V    BUKE.V. 

Great  Western  steam  ship  office, 
Bristol,  19  Triniti/  street. 

May  3\st,  1S38. 
My  dear  Hosken^ 

i  have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  the  following 
copy  of  a  resolution  unanimously  passed  at  a  board 
held  on  Monday  last: 

"Resolved,  That  this  board  highly  approves  the 
skillful,  energetic,  and  conciliatory  conduct  of  cap- 
tain Hosken,  in  carrying  through  the  great  expe- 
riment which  he  has  so  happily  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue." 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Christopher  Claxton. 

New  York,  June  18,  183S. 
Dear  Sir:  The  necessity  of  proceeding  direct  to 
my  ship,  which  lies  in  another  port,  constrains  me 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  returning  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments lor  the  liberal  courtesy  ol  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship  company,  as 
evinced  by  their  invitation,  transmitted  through  you 
in  April  last;  though  the  terms  of  that  invitation 
were  not  acceded  to  by  my  government,  which,  as- 
sociating an  older,  more  experienced,  and  much 
better  officer,  (first  named  in  the  invitation,)  from 
the  dictates  of  an  equal  liberal  spirit  defrayed  the 
expense  of  our  passage. 

Unremitted  observation  for  two  consecutive  pas- 
sages in  "The  Great  Western,"  enables  me  now  to 
do  that  from  which,  because  not  thoroughly  satis- 
fied, I  have  heretofore  most  studiously  refrained — 
to  speak  with  confidence  of  the  qualities  and  per- 
fonii^.nce  nf  the  ship. 

For  stilfness  and  buoyancy  combined  in  just  pro- 
portions; for  perfect  comparative  safety  from  explo- 
sioij  within,  or  the  battling  elements  without,  for 
spei  d,  security  and  comfort,  the  "Great  Western" 
may  hereafter  be  equalled,  but  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
pa-  =  i  d. 

To  captain  Hosken,  also,  I  beg  leave  through 
you  to  tender  my  lasting  remembrance  of  his  frank, 
unreserved,  kind,  friendly,  and  brother  officer-like 
demeanor  throughout  the  whole  period.  The  high 
eslimat'on  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  outward 
passengers,  tlieir  card  of  thanks  and  service  of  plate 
presented,  bear  ample  testimony.  The  passengers 
of  the  last  trip  will,  I  know  from  frequent  inter- 


communion, unite  with  ine  in  saving  that  they  have 
ever  found  him,  as  a  man,  an  olficer  and  a  seaman, 
auiiable,  honorable  and  efficient. 
With  unfeigned  regard. 
Your  obed't  servant, 

Wm.  Lvnch,  lieut.  U.  S.  namj. 
Richard  Irvin,  esq. 

Consignee  G.  W.  S.  S.  Co.,  New  York. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  steam 
ship  British  Queen,  building  in  Eniiland  for  the 
British  and  American  steam  navigation  coiupany, 
hy  Messrs.  Curling,  Young  &  Co.  She  is  suppos- 
ed to  be  the  longest  ship  in  the  world,  the  length  ex- 
ceeding, by  about  35  feet,  that  of  any  shiji  in  the 
British  navy: 


Length   extreme   from   figure   head   to 
tall  rail 

Ditto  to  upper  deck 

Ditto  of  kep| 

Breadth  within  paddle  boxes 

Ditto,  including  ditto 

Depth 

Tonnage — No.  1852 

Power  of  engine 

Diameter  of  cylinders 

Length  of  stroke 

Diameter  of  paddle  wheels 

Estimated  weight  of  engines,  boil- 
ers and  water 

Ditto  of  coals,  for  20  days  consump 
tion 

Ditto  cargo 

Draught  of  water  with  above  weight 
and  all  stores  16 


Feet.    in. 


275 
265 
223 


0 

0 

0 

•10       6 

64       0 

27       0 

600         horse 
77  1-2  inches. 

7         feet 
30 

500         tons 

600 

500  " 

feet 


THE  ANNrVERSARY. 

At  the  democratic  celebration  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadeldhia,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838, 
letters,  accompanied  with  sentiments,  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  followins  distinguished  individuals,  viz: 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Thos.  H.  Benton,  Silas  Wright, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  John  Fors>yth, 
Amos  Kendall,  Levi  Woodbury,  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 
H.  D.  Gilpin,  James  N.  Barker,  J.  K.  Paulding,  and 
Lemuel  Paynter. 

Washington,  July  2,  1338. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  invitation  on  behalf  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  cily  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  participate  with  them  in  celebrating  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  our  national  indepen- 
dence. 

I  regret  that  my  public  engagements  will  deprive 
me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  democracy  of 
your  city  and  county  upon  that  interesting  occa- 
sion. In  compliance,  however,  with  your  request, 
I  send  you  a  toast,  which  I  must  ask  of  you  the 
favor  to  present  to  the  company  in  my  name. 

With   my  best  wishes  for   the  welfare  of  your- 
selves, and  of  those  whom  you  represent, 
I  am  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

Martin  Van  Boren. 
John  Rheiner,  jr.,  John  Thompson.  James  Eneu, 

jr.,   George   Smith,  James    H.    Hutchinson,  H. 

Simpson,  Miles  N.  Carpenter,  Thomas  M.  Rush, 

and  Joseph  Snyder,  esquires. 

By  Martin  Van  Biiren — The  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: To  her  noble  public  works  and  her  fruitful 
soil,  she  adds  the  'greater  riches'  of  a  hardy,  incor- 
ruptible democra'ic  population. 

By  the  committee — Maitin  Van  Biiren,  president 
of  '.he  United  States:  Great  in  all  his  achievements, 
whether  in  the  presidential  chair  or  in  the  halls  of 
legislation;  his  love  of  liberty  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose have  gained  for  him  the  hearts  of  freemen. 
Senate  chamber.  ) 
Washington,  July  2,  1838.  5 

Gentlemen:  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  wliich  you 
have  bestowed  upon  me,  by  your  invitation  to 
celebrate  the  approaching  anniversary  of  our  inde- 
pendence, in  company  with  the  liemocratic  citizens 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  I  can  as- 
sure you  it  would  afford  me  very  great  pleasure  to 
comply  with  your  request.  My  public  duties  here, 
however,  forbid  me  this  gratification.  Will  you  be 
lood  enough  to  present  to  the  assembled  company, 
in  my  name,  the  following  sentiment: 

David  R.  Porter:  Firm,  prudent,  and  practical. 
The  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown  their 
wisdom  in  selecting  birn  for  their  candidate.  He 
is  now  in  the  furnace  of  political  persecniion;  but 
shielded  by  his  inteirify,  he  will  come  out  pure 
gold  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Ortober. 
Yours,  i'ery  respectfully, 

James  Bdchanav. 
To  Messrs.  Rheiner,  Thompson,  Rush,  Snyder,  and 

otliers,  committee. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  James  Buchanan:  Our 
I  talented,  patriotic,  and  urbane  senator;  whether  at 


home  or  abroad,  ever  the  same  firm  ami  iintliiiching 
advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  men,  and 
our  country's  dearest  rights. 

By  Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the 
United  States— The  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia: Honored  in  the  history  of  the  first  free  born 
empire  of  the  world;  her  democratic  citizens  have 
sustained  the  foundation  of  her  glorv;  and  while 
liberty  bears  a  charm,  her  honor  will  be  unsur- 
passed. 

By  the  committee — Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice 
president  of  the  United  Stales:  His  patliotism,  and 
his  firm  and  immovable  democracy,  have  raised 
him  far  above  the  malice  of  a  corrupt  bank  aristo- 
cracy. 

Bv  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett — The  memory  of  James 
Madison,  who  throughout  his  long  and  eminently 
useful  life  so  ably  illustrated  the  principles  ol  de- 
mocracy. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett:  The 
genuine  democrat,  and  useful  cabinet  officer — ac- 
complished and  erudite,  and  the  same  true  practical 
republican. 

By  hon  John  For.syth — Liberty,  always  in  dan- 
ger i'roni  the  intrigues  of  the  corrupt  and  the  de- 
signs of  the  ambitious,  but  never  lost  by  a  people 
who  are  worthy  of  its  blessings,  since  its  preserva- 
tion depends  simple  upon  their  knowledge  of  their 
rights  and  their  resolution  to  maintain  thein. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  John  Forsyth:  The 
true  republican,  and,  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 
acts  the  practical  democrat;  when  abroad,  kings 
could  not  intimidate  him;  when  at  home,  banks 
cannot  affect  his  principles. 

By  the  committee— Hon.  Amos  Kendall:  The 
friend  and  advocate  of  the  people  in  opposition  lo 
soiilles  coiporations,  banks,  thrones,  and  paper  mo- 
ney. 

i?y  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury — Pennsylvanians:  The 
pride  of  democracy.  They  always  seek  the  tiaji  in 
the  cause  of  liberty. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Levi  Woodbury:  The 
talented  and  upright  secretary  of  the  treasury;  the 
firm  definer  of  the  laws  against  an  unconstitution- 
al paper  currency. 

I?y  James  K.  Paulding — The  memory  of  Wm. 
Penn:  The  founder  ol  a  great  state  which  docs 
honor  to  his  name  and  exemplifies  his  virtues. 

By  the  committee — James  K.  Paulding,  of  New 
York:  His  recent  appointment  merits  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  party,  and  we  acknowledge  the 
compliment  paid  by  the  president  to  worth,  talent 
and  literatHre. 

By  James  N.  Barker — The  People:  They  are  a 
majority  every  where,  and  of  right  should  every 
where  govern.  When  the  few  bear  sway,  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  baseness  or  corruption  of  the  many. 

By  the  committee — James  N.  Barker,  esq.:  Our 
friend  and  fellow-citizen;  a  talented  and  faithful 
scion  from  a  genuine  democratic  stock;  like  his 
ancestors,  he  prefers  principles  to  interest.  In  him 
confidence  cannot  be  misplaced. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleng: 
The  fearless  champion  of  the  democratic  party  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  United  .States  con- 
gress. We  value  his  talents  and  admire  his  firm 
integrity. 

By  H.  D.  Gilpin — The  treasury  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  currency  of  the  constitution:  These 
are  the  birthright  of  our  people,  according  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  that  sacred  charter. 

By  the  co;nmiltee— Henry  D.  Gilpin,  esq.:  Our 
lale  townsman  and  cordial  friend;  the  friend  of  po- 
pular rights,  and  the  enemy  of  chartered  monopo- 
lies.    A  politician  in  whom  there  is  no  deceit. 

By  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun— The  separation  of 
banks  and  government.  While  more  indispensable 
to  liberty  than  the  separation  of  church  aiul  slate, 
it  would  prove  in  the  end  not  less  beneficient  to 
both,  than  the  separation  of  the  latter  has  been  to 
religion  and  politics. 

Bv  the  committee— Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun:  The 
southern  champion  of  democracy;  not  to  be  bought, 
bribed,  cajoled,  or  driven  bv  federal  bank  whigs. 

By  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton— Bank  and 
State:  A  connection  prejudicial  lo  the  state;  may  a 
speedy  divorce  take  place  between  them. 

By  the  committee— Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton: 
Though  all  the  venom  of  the  opposition,  and  all 
the  sh.ifls  of  the  bank  party  were  hurled  against 
him.  he,  like  piire  golil,  returns  untarnished  from 
the  fuinace.     May  our  country  always  hav 


such 


repr 


niatr 


By  the  Hon.  Silas  Wriffhl.  jr.— The  DilTerfnce: 
The  democrats  of  our  country,  »ed  on  bv  Andrew 
Jackson,  got  behind  the  cotton  bass  to  fight,  con- 
quer and  drive  from  our  soil  a  foreign  enemy;  the^ 
•Arislocracy  of  Wealth,  at  the  ordfr  of  Nicholas 
Biddle.  "keep  behind  the  cotton  bags"  lo  avoid  the 
payment  of  their  houcst  debts  to  tbcir  fellow-cili- 
zens. 
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Bv  the  committee— Hon.  bilas  Wright,  jr:  Tlie 
fearfess  cha.npion  of  a.mocracy,  who  by  h|S  splen- 
d,d  tilcnts  and  his  incii'stiy,  has  been  ab  e  to  say 
to  the  opposition  that  the  time  has  not  yet  armed 
when  the  chartered  liberties  ot  Ireen.en  are  to  be 
perverted  lo  the  use  ota  corrupt  aristocracy 
%v  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Paynler-Union  and  Har- 
mo„'y:Mav  the  democracy  of  P-''-^  ^■--•!''7 
one  of  its-family  Jars,  be  ">°'-'=  •'"";■'', "f^f^' 
an.l  r^lly  as  one  man  lu  the  great  contest  m  Octo- 
ber at  the  ballot  box;  and  slrll<e  terror  and  dismay 
i„lo'  llie  ranks  of  an  insolent  moneyed  aristocracy. 

Bv  the  coramiUee— Hon.  Lemuel  Paynter:  One 
oftlii>  "lorious  and  faithlul  seventeen  members  ot 
con-ress  from  Pei.rsylvannia,  who  voted  to  sustain 
our^democralic  general  aduiiuistration,  the  law, 
and  constitution. 


THE  PULASKI. 

The  following  card  on  behalf  of  the   sufferers  ol 
the  PuldSKi,  appears  in  the  Baltimoie  papers: 
To  captain'Davis,  of  the  schooner  "Henry  Camer- 
don  "   of  Philadelphia— to    the    citizens,  physi- 
cians  and  authorities  of  VVilmin-ton— to  the  di- 
rectors of  the   Ralei-h  and  Wilmin-ton  railroad 
company— to  the  hot;i  keepers  there  and  on  the 
route  to  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  stage  owners  on  the 
same  loute— also  to  captain  Sutton,  ol  the  steam- 
boat "Alabama."  .        .^      ,    ,, 
The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
passe.igers  of  the  ill-lated  "Pulaski,"  fortunately 
lescued  from  a  watery  grave,  lake  the  ra;-/if si  oc- 
casion after  returning  home   and   recovering  Irom 
the  eriects   of  their  sulfeiing  and  exposure,  to  pre- 
sent their  most  grateful  thanks— and  sliall  ever  re- 
gard them  as  friends  of  humanity— whose  kindness 
and  svmpathy  assuaged  and  relieved  tlie  undersign- 
ed  after  the  perils  and  horrors  of  a  dreadlul  ship- 
wreck, and  who  provided  for  them  all  the  co.nlorts 
Vfhich'charity  and  artection  could  dictate.  ^ 

Some  of  the  suiferers,  ce.st  houseless  on  the  in- 
hospitable and  barren  shore,  without  loud  and  wa- 
ter, and  almost  without  raiment  to  cover  their  sun- 
burnt and  lacerated  forms,  soon  found  these  kind 
friends,  among  strangers,  ministering  to  their  wants 
with  untiring  benevolence.  And  il  in  this  world 
the  rew.nd  of  good  deeds  is  sometimes  postponed, 
most  surely  w'lU  it  crown  the  future  destiny  of 
those  true  christainS',  who  lilerally  clothed  tl;e  naked, 
fed  the  nun^rv,  and  bound  up  the  wounds  ot  the 
afflicted.  And  to  the  kigliesl  of  all  rewards  the  un- 
dersi'Hied  leave  their  benefactors,  with  the  uttcr- 
anre'of  Ihe  warmest  thanks  which  graiiludc  can  ut- 
ter, or  beneiolence  receive. 

To  captain  Davis,  however,  of  the  schooner 
"Henry  Camerdon,"  they  feel  conslrained  to  ac- 
knowledge a  high  and  i;nperishable  debt  ol  grati- 
tude His  aim,  under  Heaven,  saved  Ihem,  alter 
a  prolonged  and  unutterably  terrible  scene  ot  sul- 
ferin-'- at  a  moment  when  despair  was  lastening 
upon"  every  heart,  and  physical  strength  was  sink- 
in  ■•  under  the  cravings  of  hunger  and  thirst.  1  he 
stormy  ocean  upon  which  they  had  floated  tor 
nearly  five  days  and  nights,  in  momentary  tear  o 
d.-ath,  si  ill  rolling  around  and  over  them  in  lury— and 
followed  by  the  insatiate  monsters  of  the  deep,  rea- 
dy to  devour  them— at  this  uwful  hour,  did  this  hu- 
mane man  come  to  Ih  ir  rescue,  at  considerable 
risk  to  his  ve.ssel  and  crew.  To  him,  then,  we  of- 
fer our  deep.  St  and  warmest  gratitude  and  praise, 
and  feel  assured  that  his  own  approving  conscience, 
and  a  more  approving  God,  will  here  and  hereafter 
reward  him  for  his  noble  deed,  the  simple  record  ot 
which  will  ever  speak  liis  high  and  deserved  elo- 
eium. 

To  all,  finally,  who  aided  and  beliiended  the  iin- 
dersii'ued  in  the  extremity  of  their  inislbrtunes, 
they'odVr  the  leelings  of  hearts— which  the  tongue 
cannot  express- and,  without  slopping  particularly 
to  name  each  benefactor,  beg  that  one  and  all  will 
receive  this  as  the  sincere  return  of  thinks  from 
rescued  and  now  gratelul  fellow  beings. 

Jas.  P.  Heath, 
For  hiinself  and  others. 


forthwith  applied,  by  the  superintend,  nt,  to  the  en- 
gineering department,  and  ihe  remainder  to  the  other 
departments,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  buildings  le- 
coramended  lor  their  uses  sliidl  have  been  erected. 
In  regard  to  the  ditb.irseinents  lur  the  library,  it  has 
been  recomnieiuUd  to  place  them  under  the  charge 
of  a  committee  ol  the  academic  stall,  elected  Irum 
an.l  by  their  o^^n  body,  w  lios'  duty  il  shall  be  lo  se- 
lect the  most  uselul  books  appertaining  lolhe  several 
branches  ol'  stu.lies  thai  are  or  may  be  heretotore 
tau.dit  in  Ihe  iiistilulion.  The  coinmillee  on  public 
biiildirgs  have  also  called  the  attention  ol  the  board 
to  tiie  insufficiency  of  the  barracks  for  the  coinlort- 
able  accommodation  of  the  Cadets,  anil  have  sug- 
gested some  important  improvements  in  their  inlcrior 
pohce.  They  recommend,  too,  an  enlargement  ol 
the  hospital,  which  at  present  contains  only  six 
rooms,  accommodating  12  patients;  and  although,  so 
far,  these  have  loilunately  been  found  sufficient,  lliey 
■oiild  haiilly  be  expected  to  be  so  in  case  ol  an  epi- 
demic. Th.y,  uioreov.  r,  recommend  the  erection 
of  an  observatory,  or  a  building  lo  accommodate  Ihe 
lar"-e  telescope,  uaiisit  instrument,  and  astronomical 
clo'Jk;  and  the  establishment  of  a  swimming  school: 
in  all  of  Hhich  the  board  ot  visiters  unanimously 
concur.  . 

The  committee  on  the  internal  police  of  the  in- 
stitution also  remaik  uiioii  ihe  iintilneESol  the  south 
barracks  to  the  purposes  lor  which  they  were  de- 
sj.'ned;  and  lurlher  suggest  the  propriety  ol  cbtain- 
iio'  a  legislative  enactment  Ironi  tlie  state  ot  New 
Yoik,  prohibiting  the  sale  ol  ardent  spirits  to  the 
cadet's  within  certain  limilsof  the  military  academy 
rcseive.  Tlie  latter  simgestion  is  highly  approved 
by  the  board.  Ihe  investigations  ol  this  comu.iltee 
,,    ,         ,     ,  .,     ,.       have  ipsulled   in   an   apiuoval  ol  the   rules  nnocr 

is  to  iiupar,  instruction  in  Uiis    ranch  also         lie       -    ^    ,«    ""''j;;'.  J,, -„,.  M  „„^  ^,  „„  „„„,,„  ;,  ,,j,. 

porlance  to  a  in  lilary  a,  well  .1.-  t(3  a  cnil  "'Vnee',  regietted  to  find   that  an  impres- 

of    a  familiar    -q;-';"-«    ;"  ^.:;  X?  ^T   'e  of  io    Is  verv'  prevaleirt  among    the  corps    of  ca'dets, 

which  shonl.l  be  a.lded  '  \^;'".  '^    "^^  'j  ,,;'^'';7,,°e  that  they  alx- 'extravagantly  charged  lor  them.     Your 

geology,  is  so  obvious,   that    in   the   opinion   ol    lie  J   .    f^,    ,,.^,1,711,,  ,t,viud  to  Ihe  subject. 

Board,  no  pains  or  "[---shou     be  spared    op  o-  ^",  ,"-;,_- -^'-."i.^.^.e,   alter   showmg^hat   the 
vide  Ihe  (u-olessor   wilh    tlie    most   ainpi^.    me,inbui 


structed  to  inquire  especially  into  such  siibjecl=  as 
would  mo=t  comprehensively  embrace  all  the  de- 
sired information.  The  reports  ol  trie  commi  ees 
conlainin"-  the  result  of  their  observations,  and  their 
snE..eslions,  in  which  the  board  of  visiters  liave  con- 
ciim-d  are  lierewith  transmitted.  But  Ihe  board,  as 
a  body,  would  submit  to  your  consi.leration  the  lol- 
lowiiig  engrossed  statement  of  the  actual  condition 
of  the^insliliilion: 

The  course  ot  instruction  prescribed  liy  the  rcgu- 
lalions  of  ihe  academy,  is  comprised  under  the  lol- 
lowiu"-  lioads:  Ist.  Infantry  practice,  and  military 
police"^  2d.  Mathematics;  3d.  The  French  language; 
4th.  Drawing;  olh.  Natural  philosopy;  (Jth.  Chem- 
istry an.l  inineralogv;  7th.  Artillery  tactics  the 
science  of  gunnery, 'and  Ihe  duties  of  a  military 
Laboiatoiv;  8th.  Engineering  and  science  ol  war; 
9lh.  Rhetoric,  and  moral  and  polilical  science,^ 
and  lllth.  The  use  of  the  sword.  This  course  ol 
studies  is  itniiireri  to  be  finished  in  four  years. 

The  examinations  which  the  board  have  witness- 
ed, abundantly  prove  that,  in  Ihe  discharge  ot  their 
duties,  the  academic  staff  of  the  institution  have 
used  that  zeal  and  industry  which  a  deep  sense  ol 
the  responsibilities  of  their  stations,  an  honorab  e 
and  palMOlic  desire  to  serve  their  country,  a  laudable 
ambition  to  elevate  their  profession,  and  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  value  of  science  must  always  in- 
spire. The  general  proficiency  of  the  cadet?  in  toe 
several  branches  of  study,  testify  to  the  entire  com- 
petencv  of  the  professors  and  their  assistants. 

In  one  important  department  of  science  alone, 
mineralogy,  the  slmlies  have  remained  incomplete, 
,»ii]u  loathe  iiisufticieiiL  number  ol  assistants  as- 
:igned  lo  the  professor  of  cheinestiy,  whose  duty  H 
is'lo  impart  instruction  in  this  branch  also.     1  he  1 


From  the  Anaij  and  Navy   Chronicle. 
MILITARY  ACADEiMY. 

BEPORT  Of  THE  BOAKD  OF  VISlTf;R3. 

West  P.nnl,  Juhj  21,  1333. 
To  Ihe  hon.  .7.  fl.  Poinsett,  secrctarij  of  war. 

Sih:  Tliehiiardol  visiters,  convened  at  your  re- 
nnest  to  atteml  the  ex  unination  of  the  cadets  of  the 
military  aca.leiny  at  \V.'St  Point,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report:  «■.„,. 

That,  in  order  lo  accomplisli  more  eltectually  the 
object  oV  their  mission,  namely,  to  make  "a  full  anil 
free  investi'vlion  of  the  mililary  and  scientific  in- 
sliuclioii  oi  the  cadets,  and  of  the  iuleinal  pohc 
mid  discipline,  aniUiscal  concerns  of  Ihe  inslilutioii.' 
they  li*ve  arranged  themselves  into  committees,  in 


vine    ine  luuiLs^ui     v,iiii     ,>>'.     ^ j  -- 

complelin"  and  illustrating  these  jiorlions  ol  his 
course.  To  enable  him  to  give  a  lull  couise  of  in- 
struction on  lliree  branches  of  the  natural  sciences, 
so  comprehensive  and  progressive  as  cliemisliy, 
mineralogy,  and  geology,  it  is  indispensable  that  lie 
should  be  allowed  at  least  one  additional  assistant, 
and  that  he  be  provided  with  as  complete  a  series  ol 
mineral  and  geological  specimens,  both  foreign  am 
domestic,  together  with  drawings  of  sections,  and 
olher  means  illustrative  of  the  cognate  branch  ol 
losy,  as  can  be  procured.  An  appropriation  to 
thelaller  effect  has  already  been  ask.  d  for,  and  it  is 
respectfully  solicited  lliat  the  grant  of  it  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  congress.  The  erection  ol  a  new 
biiildins-  to  replace  that  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
during  the  last  year,  the  plans  of  which,  it  is  iindei- 
stood,"liave  been  approved  of  by  the  chief  engineer, 
will  provide  asuitable  apartment  for  the  mineialogi- 
cal  and  geological  cabinets,  which,  in  the  course  o( 
a  few  vears, 'might  be  greatly  enlarged,  and  be- 
come e-xtremely  valuable,  were  it  enjoined  upon  the 
surgeons  and  officers  at  the  dilfi^rent  military  posts 
throughout  the  union,  to  make  some  exertions  lo 
increase  il  by  collecting  specimens. 

In  connection  wilh  this  subject,  the  present  board 
cheerfully  respond  to  ihe  suggestion  of  a  former 
one,  who'  in  llieir  report  have  recoininende.l.  not  only 
as  an  act  of  strict  justice,  but  as  conducive  to  tin- 
best  interests  of  Ihe  institution,  ihat  the  acting  pro- 
fessor ol  chemistry  shonl.l  be  placed  on  the  same 
rank  with  his  colleagues.  The  ardnonsness  ot  his 
labors  together  with  the  zeal  and  abilily  with  which 
he  has  hilheito  discharg»il  them,  wonl.l  seem  lairl) 
lo  entille  him  to  this  promotion.  The  boai.l,  there- 
fore, recommend  that  the  department  of  chemistry, 
mineraloiry,  and  g.'ologv.  be  cstablislied  by  law, 
upon  Ihe  same  fooling  vvith  Ihe  other  departments, 
namely,  with  a  professor  and  two  assistants,  reciv- 
iiig  the  same  emolunienls  respectively  that  are  re- 
ceTveil  by  the  professor  of  mathematics  and  his  as- 
sociates. 

The  erection  of  the  bnil.ling  already  alluded  to, 
Ihe  plan  an.l  localioii  of  v\hich  are  warmly  rec.mi- 
m.'ii'leil  by  the  cominitt-e  on  public  buildings,  w:li 
likewise  [irovi.le  lor  the  ample  accommodalion  of  Ihe 
librarv,  as  well  as  the  models  and  apparatus  lor  the 
.lepartinents  of  en -i-^o.^ring  and  natural  philosophy. 
Ye.nly  appioi  r'ations  ti  these  de|iartments  have 
i,'p,Mte.lly  b-  11  asked  lor  and  grante.l,  Ihe  inilispeii- 
itv  01   uiiich    is  evi.lenl,  in  or.l  -  ' ~ 


ble  the  professors  and  the  cadets  lo  keep  pace  with 
discoveries  in  science,  and  with  the  iinprovemrnts  ol 
those  arts  that  form  part  of  their  military  education. 
The  unex|)ended  funds  appropriated  to  Ihe  depart- 
nienls  of  philosophy,  engineerings  drawing,  cliemi.~- 
try,  mathemalics,  and  for  the  incieaseof  the  library, 
imoiinled,  at  the  en.l  of  the  first  quarter  of  Ihe  pre 
sent  year,  to  upwards  of  seve.i  thousand  dollars,  a 
large   portion  of  which,   it   is   understood,   will   be 


monetary  aliairs  ol  the  inslitution  are  conducted 
with  system,  accuracy,  and  goo.l  laith,  |  ropose  lliat 
the  apidicanls  lor  adinis»iuii,  who  are  oidenri  lore- 
port  tneinselves  for  examination,  be  allowed  a  inile- 
a.'e  snlKcienl  lo  delray  the  expense  ol  their  Irans- 
porlalion  to  the  |>ost.  Ihe  object  of  this  is  to 
equalize  the  facililu-s  of  a.lniissiun  lor  the  youths 
ot  our  country,  in  all  conditions,  and  al  the  iiost 
remote  distances;  adding  thereby  lo  Ihe  republican 
character  of  Ihe  aca.lemy.  They  also  recommend 
an  increase  of  the  salaries  ol  the  supennlendent, 
professors,  and  assistant  piolVssors,  m  which  Ihe 
board  of  visiters  coiiciirreri. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
course  of  militorv  ihStruction  and  ladies,  at  the 
academy,  are,  as  will  be  perceived  by  ll.eir  report, 
quite  satisfied  with  Ihe  manner  in  which  il  has  been 
conducted,  and  in  rclerenceto  the  present  discipline 
observed  at  the  i>ost,  are  ol  opinion  Ihat  it  is  admin- 
istered with  a  proper  regard  to  the  nectssily  ol  a 
strict  enfoiceeient  ol  Ihe  presciibed  regnl.itions,  un- 
accompanied by  any  exercise  ol  unnecessary  seven- 
ty on  Ihe  part  "of  Ihe  officers,  in  hope  ol  winning, 
as  well  as  wilh  a  view  lo  secure  an  entire  obedi- 
ence to  them.  'I'hey  rtcommeiid  the  ereclion  ol  a 
building  to  shelter  certain  pieces  of  oidnance,  Ihat 
have  bein  depositid  there  lor  juesei valioii  as  tio- 
phies  ol  the  levolnlionary  and  late  wars;  an  addi- 
tion to  Ihe  jiitces  now  used,  of  at  least  one  ol  the 
other  kiiiils  of  gill. s  now  emplo\ed  in  the  service; 
an.l  Ihe  substilulion  ol  a  comjiany  of  mount,  ddra- 
u-oons  lor  Ihe  delacliinent  ol  aitilleiy  now  slaiioned 
at  ihe  post.  In  these  recommendations  the  boaid 
likewise  unite;  and  whilst  tliey  let  1  il  impt  ralive 
upon  them  lo  add,  that  Ihe  excellent  discipline  ol 
Ihe  cidels,  and  the  skill  displajed  in  their  military 
evolutions,  are  due,  in  a  gieat  measure,  to  llie  in- 
flexible enlorcemtnl  of  Ihe  pr.  scrib.  ddisci|line  by 
Ihe  present  commandant  ol  Ihe  corps,  and  lo  his  ex- 
perienre  and  knoul.;ilge  as  a  taclieian,  tiny  regiet 
Ihat.  by  Ihe  reguhilions  of  Ihe  academy,  which  le- 
quire,  in  this  ijepartment,  an  officer  of  higher  rank, 
the  permanent  services  ol  the  present  incuuibtnt 
may  be  lost  lo  the  inslitution. 

In  the  branch  ol  instruction  cnibiacing  rhetoric 
and  niOral'and  polilical  scieiioe,  the  studies  have 
been  found  deficient.  This  snbj.  d  fas  been  lully 
investigated  by  the  committee  on  Ihe  course  of 
moral  and  scientific  inslrnclion  ol  ihe  acad.  my, 
who  have  in  their  repoit  sugg.-sled  ceitain  11  odifi- 
calions  of  the  present  course,  that  are  approved  of 
by  Ihe  board.  Should  these  suggestions  meet  with 
your  a]iprobf  lion  and  that  of  congress,  and  should 
it  be  found  advisable  to  grant  to  th^e  chaplain  an  ad- 
ditional clerical  assistant,  more  time  would  reces- 
sarilv  be  had,  and  more  'pportunilies  present  them- 
selves, of  attending  in  a  more  especial  manner  than 
IS  practicable  under  the  present  arrangement"^,  10 
Ihe  religious  Instruction  ol  the  cadets.     The  board 
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are  far  from  implyins,  by  tliis,  any  il:  ficieucy  on  the 
part  of  the  veiier.ible  clerKynian  now  at  the  head  of 
the  clhical  ilepart:nenl,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were 
pleased  to  iliscover  that,  on  retirin;;  from  asiliialion 
which  he  has  filh^d  so  honorably  for  upwards  often 
years,  he  has  received  from  his  pupils  fjratilying  tes- 
timonials of  Ih^ir  respect  and  alCection. 

For  further  details  concernin';  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  academy,  in  its  various  departments,  the 
bo.ird  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  (he  several  com- 
mittees, at  the  same  time  that  they  rejoice,  as  Anie- 
ric.ins,  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  signal  ability  >vilh  which  it  is  conducted. 
No  one,  hoiv  inveterate  soever  his  prejudices  may 
have  been,  can  approach  the  institution,  without  a 
lively  ailmiration  of  the  fitness  of  its  location,  and 
will  haidly  be  expected  to  leave  It  without  a  con- 
victio{i  of  i!s  utility.  Surrounded  by  so  many  re- 
colh'Ctions  of  the  clorious  struirsleofour  forela{hers 
in  l!ie  cause  of  lib'rly,  in  sight  of  the  monuments 
that  coMiinemorate  them,  the  .\merican  youth  can- 
not tail  to  imbibe  strong  feelings  of  patriotism,  and 
a  love  of  covintry,  which  form  the  best  security  for 
the  maintenance  of  oir  independence.  Every  one 
mu-t  perceive  an  oriler  and  regularity  in  the  service 
of  the  post,  which  bespeak  the  exis'ence  of  an  ex- 
cellent system,  f.iilhfully  pursued  ;  and  in  the  nian- 
ly  bearing,  tlie  elaslie  movement  ol  limb,  and  the 
neat  attire  of  the  cadets,  there  is  seen  the  result  of 
a  course  of  eriucalion  ailiiiinbly  calculated  todeve- 
lope  and  improve  alike  his  moral  and  physical  capa- 
bilities. Entertaining  these  vieus,  the  board  of 
visiters  cannot  hesitate  to  reconimeiid  the  milita- 
ry academy  at  Vi'est  Point,  as  an  institution  well 
worthy  of  the  fostering  patronasje  of  government. 
They  see  nothing  in  its  continuanee  that  conflicts 
with  the  repiil)lican  character  which  all  our  public 
institutions  should  po-^scss.  .\d;iiiilance  to  it  is 
opened  to  every  condition  of  foitune  arul  of  birth  ; 
no  favoritism  is  known  to  have  been  practised  in 
gaining  admission  into  it;  and  the  greatest  impar- 
tiality is  apparent  in  the  administration  of  its  jus- 
tice, as  well  as  in  the  award  of  ils  privileges. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  it  will  t-'nd  todisseni- 
inate  over  thev\l'iOle  country  knowledge  of  a  pe- 
culiar desciiplion.  which  is  daily  becoming  more 
and  more  required;  will  improve  the  condilon  of 
the  mililia  ;  will  elevate  the  moral  as  well  as  scien- 
tific character  of  the  arm)';  will  furnish  means  for 
the  security  of  cur  frontiers;  and,  above  all,  will 
cemerit  the  bond  ot  union  between  the  states,  by 
establishing  a  community  of  feelin;;  and  concert  of 
action  among  men  on  whom  the  nation  will  ere 
long  have  acetistomed  ilsi  If  1,i  look  with  pride,  as 
ils  suiest  reliance  amidst  llie  dilHculties  of  a  war. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  acknowl.'dge,  with  un- 
feigned thanks,  the  polite  attentions  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  military  staff,  of  the  academic  staff,  ami 
the  assistant  professors,  whom  they  have  ever  found 
ready  and  willing  to  aid  them  in  their  necessary  in- 
vestigations. 

J.  T.  DrcATEL.  M.irvlai.d, 

Prfiiiletit  ofbonnl  of  visiters. 

n.  F.  Morris,  iflinois. 

Jon.v  C.  Pr XM.MER,  Pennsylvania. 

John'  B.  .Ard,  do. 

H.  W   Ellis.  Alabama. 

Decoudrav  Holsteij,',  N.  Y. 

JosKPH  D.  Holt.  iMi=sissi])pi. 

C.  F.  McCov,  Georgia. 

J.  E.  HoLBROUK.  South  Carolina. 
James  Jones,  Kentucky. 
James  Shea,  Xew  York. 
Evan  M.  Johnson",  do. 
Francfs  Li:;ber. 
■ToHV  E.  Pace,  Vir;;inia. 
;,  Tho.m\s  Ross.  Penn.-ylvania. 

John  L.  Smith, 
.  .  Major  corps  of  engineers. 

J.  S.  Co.NWAV,  Arkansas. 
Thos.  B.  McElwee,  Pennsylvania. 
Jas.  Taylor,  Newport,  Ken. 
J.  Page. 

D.  Murray,  Maryland. 

\Vm.  R.  Griffith,  Kentucky. 
Wm.  H.  Russell,  Missouri. 
Z.  Pitcher,  of  Michigan, 

Secret  iry  nf  board  of  visiters. 


July  13.  Cnmm'r  J,  Armstrong,  rendezv.,  Boston, 
14.  Chaplain  J.  L.  EUiotl,  exploiing  exp. 
]\Iid.  W.  R,  McKinney,  naval  school,  .\or- 
lolk. 
16.  P.  mil',,  W.  Ronckendorff,  navy  yard,  Bos- 
ton, 
Mid.  J.  C.  Richardson,  W.  I.  squadron. 
Mid.  \V.  II.  llud.son,  exphuing  exp. 
For    temporary  Jvty    in    the  frigate  Muceilotiain, 
Jiiti/  10. 
l.ieuls,  G.  C.  A«hton,  J.  C.  Sharpe. 
P.  mid.   L.  J.  Brvan,  \V.  Gwathmev,  G.  Wick- 
ham. 

;>iidfliipmen   L.   McT.ane,  F.   A.  Parker,  J.  D. 
Usher,  M.  C.  WatUins. 
Master,  A.  Cunningham. 

Officers  relicred  an<l  detnclctd. 
July  10.  Lt.  W-  Pearson,  from  na\  v  vard,  New- 
York.  ■   ' 

1 1.  Lt.  N.  M.  Ilowison,  from  W.  I.  squadron. 

12.  Mid-  R.  Burts,  liom  do 

Assist,  sur,  C.  D.  Maxwell,  from  steam-ship 
Fullon. 
Passed  miiistn'pniev,   appointed   nctintx  lieuteri'tnts. 
Jnhj  11,  183S,  to  scree  in  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 
No.  1.  Overton  Carr  No.  fi.   Aug.  L.  Cass, 

2.  W.  M.  Walker,  7.  Geo.  F.  Emmnns, 

S.  R.  E.Johnson,  S.  Oliver  H.  Peirv, 

4.  H.J.Harlstene,  9    J.  A.  Underwood, 

•5.  J.  Alden,  jr.  in.  John  B.  Dale. 

Jlppointmenl. 
Jarcil  L.  Elliott,  to  be  chaplain,  July  13. 

Resignation. 
Eugene  Boyle,  midshipman,  July  M. 


From  the  .irmi/  and  .Vi/n/  Chronicle. 
AH.MY— SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

No.  41,  July  14— Leave  until  October  ."1,  to 
brig.  gen.  Armistead. 

Sick  leave  for  three  months,  It.  V>'.  H.  T.  Wal- 
ker, 6th  infantry. 

No.  43,  July  is — Detail  for  recruiting  ser- 
vice: 

Lieut.  E.  G.  Mitcliel,  1st  inly.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
F.ngineer  department, 
Washington,  hihj  17,  1S3S. 
Engineer  order,  No.  1. 

I.  Captain  .\.  H.  Bowman,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, will,  as  soon  as  the  funds  for  the  Memphis 
a)id  St.  Francis  road  are  exhausted,  close  the  ope- 
rations on  that  «ork,  and  repair  to  AVashinglon,  D. 
C.  for  orders. 

It.  Cajilain  G.  W.  Cullum  is  assigned  to  the  im- 
mediate charge  of  the  fortifications  in  New  London 
harbor,  and  will  re])ort  for  instructions  to  col.  Tot- 
ten,  to  whom  the  general  superintendence  of  those 
works  is  entrusted. 

III.  Captain  William  Smilh  i.s  placed  in  charge 
of  ^11  the  public  works  under  this  department  on 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario;  all  communi- 
cutions  from  the  local  agents  of  those  works,  to  the 
department,  will  he  transmitted  through  him. 

IV.  The  folloaing  ollieers  have  been  appoin'ed 
bv  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  coip^ 
of  engineers,  to  rank  as  second  lieutenants,  and  are 
assi  Mied  to  duty  as  foil  .ws: 

Second  lieut.'W.  H.  Wright,  with  col.  S.  Thayer, 
at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor. 

Second  lieut.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregaid.  wilh  col.  J. 
G.  Tolten.  at  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  Rliode  Island. 

Sicond  lieut.  J.  H.Trapier,  wilh  eapt.  J.  K  F. 
Mansfield,  at  Charleslon,  S-  C. 

Second  lieut.  S.  H.  Campb.  II,  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Virginia. 

Second  lieiit.  J.  M.  ScarriH,  with  cap*.  R.  E. 
Lee,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Lieutenants  Wright.  Beauregard,  and  ScarritI, 
will  report  immediately  in  person  at  their  respec- 
tive stations,  lieut.  Trapier  by  letter  to  his  com- 
mander, and  lieut.  Canipb..ll  by  letter  to  this  de- 
partment. 

C.  Gratiot,  chief  engineer. 


July 


NAVY  ORDERS. 

10.  Lieut.  J.  H.  Ro-.van,  navy  yard,  N.  York. 
P.  mid.  John  Hall,  do'  do 

P.  mid.  H.  Oansevoort,  exploring  exp. 

11.  P.  mid.  W.  May,  and  G.  Colvocoresis, 

exploring  expedition. 

12.  P.  ass't.  sur.  J.  F.  Sickles,  passed  mids. 
A.  S.  Baldwin,  (as  acting  master,)  T.  A. 
Budd,  (as  acting  master,!  H.  Ehl,  jr.,  and 
F.  A.  Bacon,  and  mid.  G.  W.  Clark,  ex- 
ploring expedition. 

P.  mid.  R.  Forrest,  navy  yard,  Washingtan. 


AFFAIRS  OF  CANADA. 

The  following  is  the  concluding  particulars  of 
lord  D'lrluiin's  proclamation  of  general  amnesty.  It 
is  dated  at  Quebec,  the  2Sth  of  June. 

"  Know  ye  therefore  that  we  have  ordained,  di- 
rected and  declared,  and  by  these  presents  do  or- 
dain, direct,  and  declare,  that  no  furtherproceedings 
shall  be  had,  or  taken,  ajainst  any  person  or  per- 
sons,whatsoever,  on  account  of  any  high  treason, 
or  offences  of  a  treasonable  nature,  with  which  they 
now  stand  charged,  or  wherewith  they  may  be 
chargeable  at  this  time,  but  all  such  proceedings, 
without  exception  or  distinction,  save  as  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned,  shall  henceforth  cease  and  determin". 
And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pli^asure,  that  with  the 
exception  of  such  persons  as  are  in  behalf  named 
in  the  said  ordnance  and  whose  cases  are  thereby 


provideil  for,  all  persons  at  present  in  custoily  and 
charged  with  high  treason  or  other  offences  of  a 
treasonable  nature,  and  also  with  such  exception  as 
aforesaid  all  persons  who  have  withdrawn  them- 
silve?  from  the  pursuits  of  justice  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  our  said  province,  shall  imnjediately  upon 
gi.iiii  such  security  for  their  future  good  and  loyal 
behaviour  as  our  said  governor  general  and  hi'.;h 
commissioner,  or  if  there  should  be  no  such  govern- 
orgeneral  or  high  commissioner,  then  the  governor 
in  chief,  governor,  or  the  person  administering  the 
government  "I  Ihis  provincrshall  direct,  be  af  liber- 
ty to  return  to  their  homes,  and  may  and  shall  there 
remain  wholly  unmolested  by  leason  of  any  high 
treason  or  other  olfences  of  a  treasonable  naliire,  in 
which  he  or  tia'y  may  have  been  concerned." 

The  followins  is  a  copy  of  a  "  ptoclamation"  is- 
sued by  the  leader  of  the  gang  that  destroyed  the 
steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel.  It  was  obtained  for 
governor  Marcy;  ar;d,  if  the  facfs  may  he  relied 
on.  is  important,  as  showing  that  the  atlack,  al- 
ttiough  made  in  the  .-X  meiican  waters,  was  concern- 
ed in  anil  proceeded  I'rom  the  Brilish  dominions." 
"  To  all  it'hom  it  niaj  concern. 

I,  William  Johnson,  a  natural  born  citizen  of 
Upper  Canada,  certify  that  I  hold  a  commission  in 
the  patriot  service  ol  Upper  Canada  as  commander- 
in-cbi.  f  of  the  naval  Uncos  and  llolilla.  I  com- 
manded the  ex[iedifion  Ihat  captured  and  destroyed 
the  steamer  Sir  Robert  Peel.  The  men  under  my 
command  in  that  expedition  were  nearly  all  nalural 
born  Enirlish  subjects — the  exceptions  were  \olun- 
teers  for  the  expedition.  My  head. quarters  was  on 
an  Island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  at  a  place  named  by  me 
Fort  Wallace.  I  am  well  acquainted  willi  the 
boundary  line,  and  know  which  of  the  islands  do, 
and  which  do  not,  belong  to  the  United  Slates  :  and 
in  the  selection  of  ihe  island  I  wished  to  be  potiiive 
and  not  locate  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  had  reference  to  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  under  Ihe  6lh  article_of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  done  at  Utica,  in  the  slale'of  New  York, 
13th  June,  IS22.  I  know  the  number  of  the  island, 
aiul  by  Ihat  decision  it  was  Brili,-h  territory.  I  vet 
hold  possession  of  Ihat  station,  and  we  also  occupy 
a  station  some  twenty  or  more  miles  from  Ihe  boun- 
dary line  of  the  United  States,  in  what  was  his  ma- 
jesty's dominion-  until  it  was  occupied  by  us.  I 
act  tinder  orders.  The  object  of  my  movement  is 
the  independence  of  the  Canadas.  I  am  not  at  war 
wilh  the  commerc*  or  property  of  tlie  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

"Signed  this  tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight. 

"WiLLiA.M  Johnson." 

Lord  Durham's  reception  at  Montreal.  His  ex- 
cellency landed  at  the  government  wharf,  opposite 
the  barracks.  .Montreal,  on  Friday  the  6ih  inst.  The 
day  being  fine,  vast  crowds  were  collected.  On 
larrdirig  he  was  received  with  the  most  enlhusiaslic 
cheer.s,  which  were  kept  up  as  he  passed  along  the 
streets.  A  numerous  deputation  of  the  ciiizens  of 
Montreal  waited  upon  him  at  3  o'clock,  with  Ihe 
address  voted  on  the  3nth  ultimo,  which  bad  been 
most  generally  signed.  His  lordship  then  read  the 
following  aiiswi  r : 

"Gentlemen:  lam  deeply  sensible  ofyonr  kind- 
ness, and  acknowledge  with  feelings  oi  pride  and 
sjlisfaclion,  the  flattering  terms  in  which  you  are 
pleased  to  notice  my  pirbiic  services. 

"They  ai'e.  and  ever  have  been  freely  tendered 
to  my  sovereign  and  my  country.  1  now  ofier  them 
to  you,  in  humble  hope  that,  with  your  co-opera- 
tion, I  may  be  able  to  n^store  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  Canadas. 

"The  task  is  arduous,  as  you  state,  but  not  im- 
practicable ;  more  especially  after  the  wise  and  ju- 
ilicious  course  which  you  have  pursued.  On  my 
part,  I  promise  you  an  impartial  admirdslralion  of 
the  government.  Determined  not  to  recognise  the 
existence  of  parlies,  pr'ovincial  or  imperial,  of 
classes  or  races,  I  shall  hope  to  receive  from  all  lier 
m.ajesly's subjects  those  public  servics.the  ethcien- 
cy  of  which  must  ever  mainly  depend  on  their 
comprehensive  nature. 

"Reineirilier  that  you  have  all  the  same  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  yorrr  country— II  at  the  capital 
of  the  merchant  and  the  estate  of  the  .-eigncrrr.  the 
skill  of  the  artisan  and  the  labor  of  the  habitant,  are 
alike  depreciated  by  internal  dissensions,  while 
they  are  fostered  and  increased  by  harmony  and 
public  tranqirrllity.  Follow  up,  therefore,  the  good 
work  you  have  commenced.  Extend  the  veil  of 
oblivion  over  the  past;  direct  to  the  future  your 
energies;  (and  where  are  to  be  found  energies 
equal  to  those  possessed  by  British  merchants  ?) — 
and  the  consequences  cannot  be  doubtful. 
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"  I  will  second  you  to  the  best  of  my  abilities — 
and  I  trust  that  the  result  of  our  united  efforts  will 
be,  to  render  the  Norlh  American  colonies  as  dis- 
tinguished for  the  wisdom  of  their  institutions,  and 
the  good  conduct  of  their  people,  as  they  are  for  the 
magnificence  of  those  gills,  and  resources  which 
a  bounleous  Creator  has  bestowed  on  their  terri- 
tojies." 
The  Montreal  Courier  remarks  that- 
After  reading  his  answer,  his  lordship  addressed 
himself  to  the  deputation,  in  a  less  formal  manner, 
stating  in  language  to  which  we  regret  that  we  can- 
not in  a  me/HO/-i/cr report  doany  justice.  Referring 
to  the  reception  he  had  just  met  with  in  Montreal, 
he  remarkeil  that  he  had  never,  on  any  occasion, 
through  a  long  political  life,  felt  more  gratified  by 
any  expression  of  public  sentiment,  than  he  had 
been  by  that  which  he  had  just  received.  He  as- 
sured tlie  deputation,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  the 
interests  which  they  represented  were  interests 
which  it  was  his  settled  determination  lo  promote 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  so  far  as  justice  and  a 
regard  to  the  rights  of  others  would  allow;  and  far- 
ther, that  he  was  satisfied  that  by  measures  of  the 
.strictest  justice  they  might  and  would  be  most  essen- 
tially promoted. 

The  members  of  the  deputation  were  then  se- 
verally introduced  to  his  lordship,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, by  Mr.  McGill. 

The  reply  to  the  address  was  received  by  the  de- 
putation with  applause;  and  his  lordship's  subse- 
quent remarks  were  repeated  and  warmly  ap])laud- 
ed.  We  are  certainly  not  wrong  in  saying,  that  the 
impression  they  proiluced  on  all  present,  was  of  the 
strongest  and  most  favorable  character.  We  must 
repeat  our  regret  that  we  cannot  do  them  justice  in 
reporting  them. 

About  half-past  4,  P.  M.,  after  receiving  a  visit 
from  the  Catholic  clergy  of  the  city,  who  waited 
upon  him  after  the  deputation  left,  his  lordship  left 
the  government  house,  and  returned  to  the  John 
Bull,  accompanied  nearly  as  before. 

The  meeting  of  the  provincial  parliament  of  Up- 
per Canada,  is  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  August. 

Lord  Durham  has  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Bui- 
ler,  with  authority  to  appoint  assistant  commis- 
sioners, and  a  secretary,  and  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  method  of  disposing  of  the  waste 
lands  iri  Lower  Canada,  the  property  of  the  crown, 
and  to  collect  information  in  regard  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  province,  and  the  promotion  of  emigra- 
tion thereby.  The  conifnissioiier  is  instructeil  to 
report  the  results  of  the  said  inquiry,  and  to  suggest 
such  alterations  or  modifications  as  inay  appear  like- 
ly to  promote  the  objects  abovestated.  Full  powers 
are  given  him  for  calling  on  the  officers  of  the 
crown  lands  for  information,  and  for  papers  pertain- 
ing to  the  objects  of  inquiry.  He  is  also  empower- 
ed to  frame  temporary  rules  and  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  manner  of  disposingof  such  lands,  due 
regard  being  had  to  the  provincial  acts  and  royal 
instructions  now  in  force.  The  governor-in-chief 
has  also  ordered  and  directed  each  of  the  lieutenant 
governors  of  the  provinces  of  Upper  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  islands  of 
Prince  Edward  and  Newfoundland,  toaffix  the  great 
seal  of  Ihcir  respective  provinces  to  a  commission, 
addressed  to  the  said  Charles  Buller,  to  the  like 
effect,  and  containing  like  jjowers  in  relation  to  tlie 
waste  crown  lands  in  their  respective  provinces  or 


islands. 
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LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  steam  packet,  Royal  William,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  from  Liverpool,  in 
eighteen  and  a  half  days.  She  brings  accounts 
from  London  to  the  Ith,  and  Liverpool  to  the  5th 
ult.,  and  for  the  following  extracts  we  are  indebted 
to  the  New  York  papers: 

The  Royal  William,  we  understand,  had  eleven 
days  of  head  winds  and  gales,  and  accomplished 
half  the  passage  in  seven  days. 

The  coronationoftheyoungqueen  Victoria,  took 
place  on  the  d,ay  appointed,  (the  28th  ult.)  with  the 
utmost  conceivable  magnificence,  gorgeous  pagean- 
try, and  loyal  enthusiasm.  For  the  information  of 
of  our  fair  readers,  we  will  just  mention  a  few  pai- 
ticulars  about  the  young  queen's  dress,  deportment, 
and  so  foith. 

In  the  first  place  then,  she  is  a  very  pretty  young 
lady,  and  she  had  the  good  taste  to  make  "her  firsl 
appearance  in  the  choir  of  the  immense  abbey  in 
which  she  was  to  be  crowned  queen  of  more  than 
a  hundred  millions  of  people  in  a  very  neat  and 
simple  dress.  Her  gown  was  of  the  purest  satin, 
covered  with  a  transparent  dress  of  white  blond 
lace,  and  a  circle  of  diamonds  glistening  in  her 
liair.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  sweet  effect  of  Ihis 
maidenly  atlire,  was  spoiled   by  so  huge  and  pon- 


derous a  train  of  velvet  and  gold,  which  however 
as  a  queen  she  was  compelled  to  wear,  and  which 
was  borne  by  eight  young  ladies,  dauirhters  of 
peers.  The  ladies  who  perlormed  this  humiliating 
service,  and  who  are  called  'Mnalds  of  honor"  were 
dressed  all  alike,  in  white  satin,  and  wore  small 
white  roses  in  their  hair,  so  that  Ihis  groiipe  of  love- 
ly women,  must  have  been  a  delightful  spectacle. 

On  ascending  the  choir  of  the  cathedral,  on  the 
steps  leading  to  what  is  calied  the  theatre,  she  was 
compelled  to  pause  nearly  a  minute,  and  thus  the 
immense  audience  had  an  opportunity  of  gazing  on 
the  young  creature  without  an  inteivening  obstacle. 
The  papers  describe  her  as  slightly  affected  with 
the  grandeur  of  the  scene  around  her  and  the  accla- 
mations which  greeted  her;  but  she  is  said  to  have 
walked  with  grace  and  self-possession  to  the  seat, 
at  which  she  was  to  receive  the  "homage"  of  the 
nobility  and  titled  clergy.  During  the  ceremony 
of  the  "homage;"  rather  a  ludicrous  accident  oc- 
curred: lord  Rolle,  had  reached  the  tip  (op  step  of 
the  elevated  dais,  or  platform,  on  which  stood  the 
throne;  before  which  he  was  (o  kneel  and  kiss  the 
queen's  hand,  when  his  lordship's  toes  anticipated 
his  marrow  bones,  and  slipping,  pitched  him  right 
backwards,  and  so  lord  Rolle  rolled  heels  over  head 
down  the  whole  flight  of  steps  to  the  next  landing 
place,  in  the  sight  and  to  the  irresistible  diversion 
of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  spectators.  He  did  not 
slide  down,  but  fairly  reeled  over  and  over,  till  he 
became  seated  with  his  back  towards  her  majesty, 
and  his  face  and  feet  towards  all  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

However,  he  soon  recovered  a  perpendicular  po- 
sition, wheeled  about,  and  reascended  the  steps  with 
as  good  a  grace  as  possible,  and  the  good  natured 
queen  rose  from  herseat,  extended  her  hand  to  him, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  his  lordship  was  not  ma- 
terially injured — for  which,  of  course,  she  was  vast- 
ly applauded. 

The  mere  ceremony  of  the  coronation,  in  its  se- 
veral stages,  such  as  the  inverting  within  the  mantle, 
the  offering  of  the  sword  and  the  spurs,  the  ring, 
the  sceptres,  the  crowning,  the  anointing,  the  in 
Ihronization,  the  oti'erings,  the  arrangement  of  the 
regalia,  and  "all  that  sort  of  thing." 

We  have  only  to  remark  that  the  afl'air  passed  off 
with  great  spirit  and  harmony,  and  was  altogether 
the  most  splendid  coronation  recorded  in  English 
history.  The  chivalry  of  all  Europe  seems  to  tiave 
been  called  forth  on  this  occasion,  and  the  foreign 
embassies  vied  with  each  other  in  displaying  the 
most  gorgeous  paraphernalia  that  money  could  pro- 
cure. 

London,  and  indeed,  all  England,  was  entirely 
absorbed  with  the  festivities  which  the  occasion 
called  forth,  and  the  papers  are  so  completely  filled 
wrth  descriptions,  that  we  can  find  scarcely  any 
other  kind  of  news,  either  dome.stic  oi'  foreign.  We 
tiust  that  the  reign  of  queen  Victoria,  who  has  been 
educated  in  a  more  liberal  school  than  any  other 
British  sovereign,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  her  im- 
mense empire,  and  favor  the  progress  of  those  equal 
rights,  without  which  it  must  be  a  reign  of  injus- 
tice to  an  incomparably  great  majority  ot  her  sub- 
jects. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  our  obligation  to  the  re 
spected  agent  of  the  British  and  American  Steair 
Navigation  Company  for  English  papers,  brought 
by  the  Royal  William,  which  fully  supplied  the  de 
ficiency  occasioned  by  the  detention  of  our  files  in 
WidI  street. 

On  the  evening  of  the  coronation  the  places  of 
amusement  were  thrown  open  to  the  public.  Tile 
admission  beinj  regulated  by  tickets  issued  to  admit 
as  many  as  each  house  would  accommodate.  Mr. 
Bunn,  of  Drury  Lane,  and  Mr.  Macready,  of  Co- 
vent  Garden,  received  400i.  each  for  the  loan  of 
their  theatres,  and  to  provide  suitable  entertain- 
ments. 

It  is  also  understood  that  200/.  each  was  paid  for 
the  Haymarket  and  English  Opera.  Mr.  Davadge, 
the  lessee  of  the  Surrey  Theatre,  received  150/ ;  Mr. 
Honner,  of  Sadler's  Wells,  105/;  Mr.  Yates  of  the 
Pavilion,  Whitechapel  road,  100/;  and  Mr.  Osbald- 
son,  of  the  city  of  London  Theatre,  Norton- folgate, 
100/.  for  a  similar  purpose.  At  Astley's,  a  granri 
spectacle  wa.s  produced,  got  up  expressly  for  the 
occasion,  but  the  precise  sum  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment we  do  not  find  stated.  At  Vauxhall,  750/.  was 
to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  gardens,  which  if  is 
supposed  would  accommodate  nearly  37,000  per- 
sons. 

We  learn  by  the  Times,  that  the  famous  Mrs. 
Tr-ollope  is  dangerously  ill  at  her  brothers  at  Ful- 
ham. 

Eilward  Lyiton  Bulwer,  the  popular  novelist,  has 
been  cr'eated  a  baronet  along  with  many  other  gen- 
tlemen. Numerous  pr-omotions  by  brevet  have 
taken  place  in  the  army  and  navy,  as  is  usual  after 
a  coronation. 


Miss  Landon,  known  to  fame  as  L.  E.  L,.  em- 
barked with  her  husband,  Mr.  McLean,  for  South 
Africa  on  the  2d  of  July. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  newspa- 
pers were  despatched  from  the  post  office  in  Lon- 
don the  Monday  alter  the  coronation. 

The  farewell  benefit  of  Madame  Vestris,  prior  to 
her  departure  for  this  country  was  fixed  for  the  12th 
of  the  present  month. 

The  Times  of  the  4th  inst.,  states  that  the  wheat 
crop  had  prodigiously  improved  towards  the  latter 
end  of  June,  and  was  coming  into  ear  most  propi- 
tiously. 

One  of  the  London  papers-  reports  that  queen 
Adelaide  intended  to  proceed  to  the  island  of  Malta 
for  the  benefit  of  her  health. 

The  government  forces  in  Spain  have  gained  se- 
veral fresh  successes,  and  there  seems  now  to  be 
some  prospect  that  this  ruinous  war  may  be  at 
length  brought  to  a  close. 

A  declaration  of  independence  was  reported  to 
have  been  maile  by  Mahemet  Ali,  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  heretofore  tributary  to  Turkey.  The  latest 
accounts  go  rather  to  discountenance  the  rumor. 

The  cholera  or  something  similar  to  it,  has  re-ap- 
peared at  Berlin. 

There  was  an  attempt  at  revolution  in  Portugal 
on  the  I4th  June,  but  without  success. 

.Another  explosion  on  board  a  sleniner.  We  see 
by  the  Scotch  papers  that  the  James  Gallacher,  a 
small  vessel  playing  bet\veen  Glasgow  and  the  Dal- 
mien  cotton  works,  exploded,  scalding  several  per- 
sons severely,  five  of  whom  had  since  died.  The 
captain  and  engineer  were  arrested  and  committed 
to  take  their  trial  for  manslaugter. 

The  continent  of  Europe.  We  find  but  little  po- 
litical news  in  the  London  papers.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  French  journals  are  from  the 
Times  of  the  4th  ult.  The  other  continental  news 
is  of  no  importance: 

The  Paris  papers  announce,  we  regret  to  ob- 
serve, the  existence  of  a  pestilential  disease  at  the 
Sobre  St.  Gery,  (in  Belgium)  and  at  Beaumont  and 
Consorle,  (irr  France.)  The  symptoms  occasioned 
fears  ihat  (hat  malady  was  the  black  fever.  Its 
progress  was  rapid,  and  in  the  place  just  mentioned, 
it  had  already  discriminated  the  population. 

London,  July  4 — Half  past  twelve.  There  is 
evidently  much  anxiety  felt  as  (o  (he  extensive 
operadons  in  corn,  and  (heir  probable  effects  on  the 
currency  and  money  markets  II  was  supposed 
that  the  decided  (one  of  the  debate  in  the  Lords,  on 
the  corn  laws,  would  have  some  infiuence  on  the 
prices  of  grain.  No  alteration  is  however  percep- 
tible this  rnorningin  (he  prices;  (he  only  features  is 
ra(her  large  arrivals  of  foreign  coin,  which  is  offer- 
ed at  50s.  to  60s.  per  quarter  in  bond. 

THE     COBON'ATIOM     OF    HER   MAJESTY    VICTOBIA 
FIRST. 

The  long  expected  morning,  when  a  pageant  was 
to  be  V  ifnessed,  which  none  of  the  present  gener-a- 
(ion  will  perhaps  ever  see  again,  was  irshered  in 
under  (he  mos(  imposing  appearances.  The  sky,  as 
early  as  5  o'clock,  presenled  a  gloomy  appearance, 
and  occasional  showers  seemed  but  the  herald  of 
more  determined  and  continuous  rain.  Notwith- 
standing these  unfavorable  appearances,  St.  James' 
park,  even  at  that  early  hour,  contained  vast  iiiim- 
beis  of  individuals,  attracted  lo  witness  the  imposing 
spectacle  of  the  coronation  procession.  Before  half 
pns(  seven  o'clock  (he  weallier  cleared  up,  (he  sun 
broke  out,  arrd  the  previous  rain  only  added  (o  the 
edi'cl  ot  (he  proceedings  by  laying  the  dust,  and 
gix'ing  addilional  verdure  to  the  ioliage  of  the  trees. 

At  six  o'clock  the  29th  regiment  of  foot  and  the 
5th  dragoons  entered  the  park  and  (ook  up  their  sta- 
tion in  tiont  of  the  palace,  logelhei  wi(h  (he  3d  life 
guards.  The  e.  division  of  police  was  also  in  atten- 
dance. Along  and  within  (he  railings  of  (he  park 
and  also  up  the  side  of  Cons(i(utioir  hill,  seats  and 
standing  places  were  erected  some  of  (hem  so  frail 
(hat  it  was  somewhat  strange  they  should  have  been 
tenanted  by  people  possessing  any  share  of  prudence. 
We  saw  more  than  one  of  them  give  way,  but  we 
believe  without  injury  to  any  individual.'  Twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ranged  opposite  S(.  James' 
palace  wilhin  (he  railings,  and  (he  nineteen  (en(3 
erec(ed  behind  (hem  gave  a  gay  aspect  (o  (hat  por- 
tion of  the  park. 

Soon  alter  nine  o'clock  (he  procession  began  to 
form  in  the  mall,  and  when  all  the  carriages  of  the 
foreign  ministers  and  ambassadors  were  in  line,  (hey 
presen(ed  a  magnificeii(  spec(acle.  Amongsl  them 
all,  however,  (ha(  of  marshal  Soult  was  pre-eminent- 
ly a((rac(ive.  It  was  at  once  rich,  chaste  and  beau- 
tiful. Withou(  being  in  the  sliglifesf  degree  gor- 
geous, it  was  the  most  magnificent  coach  we  ever 
witnessed.  A  crowd  soon  collected  lound  it,  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  rumored  that  its  occupant  was  the  cele- 
brated marshal  Soult,  he  was  loudly  cheered  by  the 
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people,  to  whom  he  repeatedly  ackiiowhnlfjed  the 
coin[illiiient.  The  arrangeineiits  belore  the  palace 
appeared  to  be  under  tlie  orders  ofsir  Ilussey  Vivian, 
sir  George  Queiiliii,  sir  C.  Dalbiae,  and  col.  Wood- 
ford. 

About  a  quarter  before  10  o'clock  the  royal  stan- 
dard wa3  hoisted  over  the  marble  arch,  and  it  was  in 
good  taste  that  it  was  done  by  sailors. 

At  five  uiiiuites  before  ten,  the  carriasjes  of  the 
foreig^n  ministers  proceeded  to  their  places,  forming 
in  line  up  Cojistilulion  hill,  and  follnweil  by  the  car- 
riages ol  the  royal  family.  The  duke  of  Sussex  on 
being  recognised,  was  inueli  cheered. 

The  moment  that  the  carriage  of  the  duchess  of 
Kent  emerged  from  (he  palace  gates,  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people  were  luud  and  general.  The 
dukes  of  Susse.x  and  Cauihri.lge  were  also  loudly 
cheered.  At  length  the  slate  carnage,  bearing  the 
queen,  came  in  view,  and  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
or  convey  the  least  notion  ol'  the  buist  of  loval  and 
enthusi.istic  clieore  by  which  the  assembled  thou- 
sands greeted  and  hailed  their  monarch.  Her  majes- 
ty appeared  in  excellent  spirits,  and  highly  delighted 
with  the  scene,  which  was,  at  this  moment,  truly 
beautiful.  The  troops  saluted  her  majesty  in  suc- 
cession as  she  passed, and  contimied  with  "preseiited 
arms."  The  duchess  of  Kent  was  similarly  recog- 
nised and  complimented,  and  when,  at  twenty  min- 
utes past  ten,  her  majesty  passed  under  the  tri- 
umphal arch,  all  in  the  surrounding  windows  and 
balconies  rose,  and,  with  waving  of  handkerchiefs, 
joined  in  the  welcome  with  wliicli  tlie  thousands  be- 
low, with  an  unanimous  burst  of  loud  and  long 
continued  cheering,  hailed  their  youthful  queen. 
Her  majesty  seemed  most  cordially  lo  receive  the 
greeting  oltered  to  her,  and  her  liiaiiner  evidently 
evinced  excitement  from  the  pompous  and  exhilirat- 
ing scene  by  which  she  was  surrounded.  The  pro- 
cession passed  on  to  St.  James'  street  and  Pall  Mali. 
The  club-houses  were  all  lilted  up  ill  Ihe  most  splen- 
did and  convenient  manner  for  obtaining  a  view  of 
the  procession. 

At  20  minutes  past  ten  o'clock  a  detacliment  of 
life  guards  made  their  appearance  in  St.  James' 
street,  headed  by  Lee,  the  high  constable.  Exactly 
at  a  quarter  before  11  o'clock,  the  state  carriage, 
containing  her  most  gracious  majesty,  the  duchess 
of  Sutherland,  and  the  earl  of  Albermarle,  appeared 
insight.  The  shouts  of  the  multiliide,  the  waving 
of  handkerchiefs,  and  other  demonstrations  of  aliec- 
tiouaie  loyalily  on  the  part  of  the  populace  were 
now  of  the  most  enthusiastic  description. 

Her  majesty  was  evidently  highly  gratified  with 
the  reception  which  she  met  witli,  for  her  counte- 
nance was  animated  with  the  expression  of  delight. 
She  bowed  most  graciously  lo  tlie  warm  manifesta- 
tions of  loyality  with  which  she  was  greeted,  and 
poinied  the  altenlion  of  the  duchess  of  Sutherl.ind 
wilhevid-nt  satisfaction,  to  the  appearance  of  the 
people  and  the  general  arrangements  made  for  her 
rect'ption. 

The  procession  passed  along  in  regular  order  to 
Charing  cross.  B-fore  the  procession  arrived, 
standing  near  the  statue  of  Chailes,  which,  as  well 
as  that  of  George  the  third,  in  Cockspur  street,  was 
surrounded  with  ascending  seats,  the  coup  d'aU  wa.s 
most  imposing.  The  few  shop  windows  which 
commanded  a  view  of  the  road  were  fitted  up  lor 
the  reception  of  visiters— the  fair  portion  of  whom 
eat  within  the  glass  in  stately  anticipation,  and 
presented  a  curious  siglit,  the  splendor  of  their 
dresses,  combined  with  their  personal  charms  and 
their  composed  attitude,  giving  them  the  appear- 
ance of  waxen  images  expostil  for  sale.  Every 
part  of  every  house  in  which  a  lodgement  could  be 
made  was  secured  by  such  of  the  "spectacle  loving 
multitude  as  were  able,  either  by  the  interest  of 
friendship  or  money,  to  procure  a  ttation. 

Her  majesty  arrived  at  the  abbey  precisely  at 
half  past  eleven  o'clock. 

The  peers  were  conducted  to  the  southern  tran- 
sept and  the  peeresses  to  the  northern.     Occasion- 
ally, the  names  were  announced  as  they  moved  up 
the  choir,  and  public  curiosity  was  much  gratified 
on  being  thus  informed  of  the  characterof  those  dis- 
tinguished individuals. 
About  nine  o'clock  the   greater  number  of  peer- 
"  esses  had  arrived.     Perhaps  there   were  one   hun- 
dred and  fifty  present,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  in 
their  places,  the  general  attention  was  confined  in 
that  part  of  the  church  which  was  appropriated  to 
1'  their  use.     It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing 
I    more  brilliant  than  the  appearance  of  these  bencli- 
i    es.     The  impression  of  so  much  beauty,  di.Tjpity  and 
I    luxury  combined  can    never   be  effaced  from  the 
'    memory  of  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
I    present. 

At  nine  o'clock  all  the  persons  who  were  to  take 
part  in  the  ceremony  not  includeil  in  the  procession 
as  well  as  those  who  had  tickets  of  admission;  were 
assembled  in  the  abbey;  and  every  tribute  and  gal- 


lantry was  densely  ranked.  Those  «ho  were  con- 
tent with  witnessing  the  ceremoiiv  from  one  of  the 
lower  galleries  could  not  have  at'lhat  moment  any 
ideaol  the  varied  and  magnificent  scene  which  de- 
manded their  attention.  It  was  those  only  who 
sought  the  upper  gallaries  and  looked  down  from 
one  of  the  angles  bordering  cm  the  theatre  that  could 
form  a  just  opinion  of  its  splendour  and  extent. 

On  every  side,  galleriis  containing  ladies  of  fash- 
ion,  dressed  in  ball  room  costume,  iirel  the  eye.  In 
one  part  the  gallery  was  seen  in  its  fnllesl'extont, 
in  another  only  a  side  glance  could  bo  obtained. 
Here  the  lull'  glare  of  daylight  revealed  all  the 
luxury  of  dress, — there  the  pageantry  was  dimmed 
by  the  shade  of  one  of  the  massive  pillars  of  the 
abbey.  The  scene  was  quite  theatrical,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  arrange,  «ilh  the  greitest  re- 
sources of  the  finest  theatre  of  the  world,  any  thing 
capable  of  the  same  result.  The  half  cor'icealed 
galleries,  seen  in  shade  or  in  perspective,  had,  by 
contrast,  most  charming  ellcct.  The  dilierent  an- 
gles of  the  building  threw  the  dilierent  tribunes 
into  light  and  shade;  and  while  all  commanded  atten- 
tion, e.tcli  had  a  separate  claim. 

Jpproach  and  arrival  of  her  majesty.  At  ten, 
the  noise  of  cannon  announced,  that  her  majesty 
had  left  the  palace,  anil  the  dilierent  persons  in 
the  abbey  took  n|i  the  station  H  liich  they  intend- 
ed lo  occupy  dining  the  ceremonial.  Every  ear 
was  directed'  to  catch  the  sound  of  her  near  ap- 
proach, and  evury  eye  was  turned  towards  the  door 
which  she  was  to  enter.  The  gentlemen  pension- 
ers began  to  rally  their  partizaiis,  and  the  heralils 
and  gentlemen  of  the  gold  slick  to  marshal  their 
proper  lorces.  The  regalia  was  delivered  to  the 
several  noblemen  entitled  to  bear  it. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  near  eleven  o'clock 
that  there  was  any  distinct  iniilalion  of  her  majes- 
ty's approach.  At  that  hour  the  bustle  out  side  the 
abbey  became  so  distinct  that  it  was  evident  the 
queen  was  close  at  hand,  and  every  one  rose  from 
their  places,  and  stretched  forward  with  anxiety  to 
catch  the  first  glimpse  of  her  appearance.  The  la- 
dies of  the  household  and  the  officers  of  the  house- 
hold, who  had  no  duties  assigned  to  them  in  Ihe 
solemnity,  passed  to  their  respective  |ilaces.  and 
the  noblemen  carrying  the  regalia,  and  the  bishops 
carrying  the  bible,  chalice,  and  patina,  went  lorth 
to  receive  the  queen. 

Previously,  however,  to  her  majesty's  entrance, 
the  distincuished  diplomatic  personages  who  had 
taken  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  procession  ad- 
vanced into  the  abbey  m  the  order  in  which  their 
carriages  had  set  them  down.  Each  of  these  dis- 
tinguished personages  was  attended  by  a  brilliant 
and  niimerons  suite,  and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
any  thing  more  glorious  than  their  appearance  as 
thiy  came  together,  dazzling  the  eye  by  the  variety 
and  elegance  of  their  costumes.  When  Ihe  Turk- 
ish ambassador  presented  himself,  he  looked  around 
on  all  sides  as  if  lost  in  admiration,  and  remained 
some  time  immovably  fixed  on  the  magnificent 
scene.  Whilst  gazing  on  the  benches  on  v\hich  were 
seated  all  that  could  most  peculiarly  attract  his  at- 
tention as  exhibiting  the  female  nobility  ol  England 
in  the  height  ol  exalted  rank,  enhanced  by  every 
possible  embellishment,  he  evidently  showed,  by 
his  expression  of  countenance,  that  never  before 
had  his  eye  lighted  upon  so  brilliant  and  beautiful 
assembly. 

The  great  officers  of  slate,  the  archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  noblemen  appointed  lo 
carry  the  regalia  all  in  their  robes  of  state,  and  the 
bishops  who  were  to  support  her  majestv,  as  well 
as  those  who  were  to  carry  the  bible,  the  chalice, 
and  the  patina,  assembled  "in  the  Jerusalem  cham- 
ber, adjoining  Ihe  deanery,  before  10  o'clock;  where 
the  regalia,  having  been  previously  on  the  table, 
was  delivered  by  the  lord  chamberlain  ol  the  house- 
hold to  Ihe  lord  hi(;h  constable,  and  by  him  lo  lord 
Willoiighby  d'Eresby,  as  lord  great  chamberlain, 
and  by  his  lordship  to  the  noblemen,  by  whom  the 
same  was  borne  in  order. 

The  queen,  ascending  the  theatre,  passed  on  the 
south  side  of  her  throne  to  the  chair  of  stale,  on  the 
south  east  side  of  the  theatre,  being  the  rccoznition 
chair,  and  after  her  private  devotion,  (kneeling  on 
her  footstool)  look  her  scat;  the  bishops  her  sup- 
porters, standing  on  each  side;  the  noblemen  bear- 
ing the  Ibiir  swords  on  her  majesty's  right  hand, 
Ihe  swonl  ofslate  beine  nearest  lo  the  royal  person; 
the  lord  great  chamberlain  and  Ihe  lord  high  consta- 
ble on  her  left,  the  other  great  otficers  of  state,  the 
noblemen  bearing  the  rei;alia,  Ihe  dean  of  Westmin- 
ster, deputy  garter,  and  black  rod,  standing  near  the 
queen's  chair;  the  bishops  bearing  the  bible,  the 
chalice,  and  the  patina  stood  near  the  pulpit,  and 
the  trainbearers,  the  lord  chamberlain  of  the  house- 
hold, and  groom  of  the  robes,  behind   her  majesty. 

Her  majesty  appeared  rather  pale  and  exhausted. 
She  was  received  in  the  most  flattering  manner;  the 


general  burst  of  approbation  exhibited  the  feelings 
of  Ihe  assembled  thousands  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
the  solemn  occasion.  The  company  inevirypart 
of  the  Abbey  rose  in  honor  of  her  majesty,  and 
continued  standing,  while  she  slowly  advanced  along 
the  choir.  At  the  same  lime,  the  Ibllowing  anthem 
was  sung: 

"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  we  will  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  For  there  is  the  seat  of 
judgment,  even  the  seat  of  the  house  ol  David.  0 
pray  lor  the  peace  of  Jerusalem;  thev  shall  prosper 
that  love  thee.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and 
]irosperily  within  thy  palaces. 

••Glory  be  to  the  Father,  ami  to  the  Son,  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

"As  it  «as  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

The  queen  was  nosooner  seated,  than  the  utmost 
silence  prevailed  in  the  whole  assembly,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  Ofiproaching  solemnity,  than  some 
amusement  was  excited  by  the  Westminster  queen's 
scholars  exercising  one  of  their  noisy  privileges. 
While  all  was  quiet  and  composure,  a  few  of  these 
lads,  who  were  stationed  at  each  end  of  the  galle- 
ries, began  to  roar,  "lleijina  Victoria!"  "Regina 
Victoria!"'  Every  one  looked  up  to  the  box  to  see 
what  was  the  matter,  but  the  hoys  enjoyed  the  fun, 
and  roared  out,  at  the  top  of  their  lungs,  "Regina 
Victoria." 

I'pon  Ihe  conclusion  of  the  anthem,  the  archbish- 
op of  Canterbury  advancid  from  the  station  at  the 
southeast  pillar,  and  together  w  ith  the  lord  chanc.-l- 
lor,  the  lord  great  chamberlain,  the  lord  high  con- 
stable, and  the  earl  marshal,  preceded  by  deputy 
Garner,  moved  to  the  east  si.le  of  the  theatre,  where 
the  archbishop  made  the  recognition,  thus  :  "  Sirs, 
I  here  present  unto  you  queen  Victoria,  the  un- 
doubted queen  of  this  realm— wherefore,  all  you 
who  are  come  this  day  lo  do  your  homage  are  you 
willing  to  do  Ihe  same  r"  The  aichbishop  repeated 
the  same  at  the  south,  west  and  north  sides  of  the 
theatre — during  which  time  her  majesty  stood  up 
by  her  chair,  and  turned  towards  the  side  on  wliicn 
the  lecognition  was  made;  the  people  replying  to 
each  demand  with  loud  atid  repeated  acclamations 
of  "God,  save  queen  Victoria!"  and  at  the  last  re- 
cognition, the  trumpets  sounded  and  the  drums  beat. 
The  bearers  of  the  regalia,  during  the  recognition, 
remained  stamling  about  her  majesty. 

Her  majesty  then  resumed  her  seat;  and  Ihe 
bible,  the  chalice  and  the  patina  were  carri(  d  lo  and 
placed  under  the  altar  by  the  bishops  who  had  borne 
them,  who  then  retircd'to  their  seats. 

The  great  officers  then  resumed  their  station  near 
her  majesty. 

Two  officers  of  the  wardrobe  spread  a  rich  cloth 
of  gold,  and  laid  a  cushion  on  the  same,  for  her  ma- 
jesty to  kneel  on,  at  the  steps  of  the  altar. 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  then  proceeded  lo 
the  altar,  put  on  his  cope,  and  stood  on  the  north 
side. 

Here  follows  an  account  of  the  various  religious 
ceremonies  for  which,  of  course,  wc  cannot  find 
room  to  nicht. 

The  crowiiini;.  The  archbishop,  standing  before 
the  altar  and  having  St.  Edwards  crown  before  him, 
look  the  same  into  his  hands,  and  consecrated  and 
blessed  it  with  prayer,  "  O  God,  who  crowned  thy 
faithful  servants  with  mercy,"  he.  Then  the  arch- 
bishop came  from  the  altar,  assisted  by  the  arch- 
bishops of  York  and  Armagh,  with  the  bishops  of 
London,  Winchester,  and  oilier  bishops,  the  dean  of 
Westminster  carrying  the  crown;  and  the  aich- 
bishop took  and  placed  it  on  her  majesty's  head, 
when  Ihe  people,  with  loud  and  repeated  shouts, 
cried  "  God, save  the  queen  ;"  and  immediately  the 
peers  and  peeresses  present  put  on  their  coronets; 
the  bishops  their  caps ;  ami  the  kings  of  arms  their 
crowns;  the  trumpets  sounding,  the  drums  beating, 
and  the  tower  and  park  guns  firing  by  sign.nl. 

T/ie  homage.  The  exhortation  being  ended,  her 
majesty  delivered  the  sceptre  with  the  cross  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Worksop,  to  hold  the  same  on 
her  right  hand,  and  the  sceptre  with  the  dove  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  to  hold  the  same  on  her  left 
hand,  during  the  homage. 

The  archbishop  then  knelt  before  the  queen,  and 
for  himself  and  the  other  lords  spiritual,  pronounced 
the  words  of  homage,  they  kneeling  around  him, 
and  saying  alter  him.  The  archbishop  then  kissed 
her  hand,  and  the  rest  of  the  lords  spiritual  did  the 
same,  and  retired. 

The  holy  sacrament.  After  receiving  the  holy 
sacrament,  the  queen,  still  kneeline,  made  her  se- 
cond ojferini^,  (a  purse  of  t;old,)  which  the  treasurer 
of  the  household,  delivered  to  the  lord  great  cham- 
berlain, and  he  to  her  majesty,  from  whom  the  arch- 
bishop received  it.  The  archbishop  Ihen  said  the 
prayer,  "O  God,  who  dwellest,''8cc.  Her  majesty 
then  went  to  her  chair  on  the  south  side  of  the  area, 
and  Itnelt  at  her  footstool. 
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Whuii  (he  arclibishop  and  the  dean,  with  the 
bishops'  assistants,  namely,  Hie  preacher,  and  those 
who  liad  read  the  litany,  and  the  epistle  and  pspel, 
liad  coMimiinicated,  her  inajesly  approached  the  altar 
and  received  the  sacrament,  the  archbishop  admin- 
istering the  bread  and  the  dean  ol  Westminster  the 

The  queen  then  received  the  crown  from  the  lord 
jrivat  chamberlain  and  put  it  on,  and  repaired  to  her 
throne,  receiving  again  the  sceptre  with  the  cross  in 
her  rii,'ht  hand  and  the  sceptre  with  the  dove  in  her 
left,  being  there  supported  and  attended  as  during 
thi' enlhronizalion. 

The  service  being  concluded,  her  majes'y,  attend- 
ed h/  the  two  bishojii,  her  supporters,  the  great  of- 
tieers  of  state,  the  noblemen  bearing  the  four  swords 
befjie  her,  and  the  noblemen  who  had  carried  the 
ret'alia  then  lying  upon  the  altar,  descended  into  the 
area,  and  passed  through  the  door  on  the  sonlh  side 
into'st.  Edward's  chapel;  the  noblemen  who  had 
carried  the  regalia  receiving  Ihem  from  the  dean  ol 
Westminister  as  they  passed  bv  into  the  chapel, 
the  organ  and  other  instruments  all  the  while  play- 

Her  majesty  being  in  the  chapel,  and  standing 
belore  the  altar,  delivered  the  sceptre  with  the 
dove,  which  her  majesty  had  borne  in  her  left 
liatid'  to  the  arclibish'op,  who  laid  it  upon  the  altar 
there.  . 

Her  maj-sty  was  then  disrobed  of  her  royal  im- 
perial mantle,  or  robe  of  state,  and  arrayed'  in  her 
royal  robe  of  purple  velvet  by  the  lord  great  chain- 
be'ilain. 

The  archbishop  then  placed  the  orb  in  her  majes- 
ty's lelt  hand 

It  was  nearly  C  o'clock  before  the  royal  carnages 
in  returning  reached  the  park,  where  her  majesty 
was  received  with  the  same  loyal  and  enthusiastic 
greeting  that  marked  this  portion  of  the  line  at 
starting. 

Not  a  single  acciilent  occurred  either  during  the 
d\v  or  tlie  nTght,  to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  national 
jubilee;  and  Ihe  police  had.  scarcely  more  occupa- 
tion than  on  an  ordinary  day. 

The  queen  bore  the  fatigues  and  excitement  ol 
the  day — no  slight  demand  upon  the  nerves  of  a  de- 
licately nnrlured  young  lady — without  exhibiting 
very  visible  signs  of  exhaustion  ;  and  was  no  worse 
n,»xt  (lay  than  many  of  her  more  robust  but  still 
more  lired  sulijects. 


$117,419,376;  of  which  $95,564,414  were  of  do- 
mestic, and  .$21,854,962  of  foreign  articles.  01 
the  domestic  articles,  $75,482,521  were  exported 
in  American  vessels,  and  $20,081,893  in  loreign 
vessels.  Of  the  foreign  articles,  $15,725,052  were 
exported  in  American  vessels,  and  $6,129,920  in 
foreign  vessels.  1,299,720  tons  of  American  ship- 
pintT'entered,  and  1,266,622  tons  cleared  from  the 
ports  of  the  United  States;  765,703  tons  of  loreign 
ships  entered,  and  756,292  tons  cleared  during  the 
same  period. 

Tonnaae  of  ihe   United    Stales.      In  the  annual 
treasury  statement  to  congress,  the  registered  ton- 
nage lor  the  year  ending  on  the   30th   Sept 
1837,  is  stated  at  S 

The  enrolh'd  and  licensed  tonnage  at        £ 

And  the  fishing  vessels  at 

Tons  1,S8(;,6S5 

The  total  tonnageof  shipping  built  in  the  United 
States  dnrins  the  year  ending  on  30th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1637,  was,  viz: 

Regislered  42,343 

Enrolled  8«.B-13 


Tons  122,985 

Forcifii  salt  trade  of  the  United  Stales,  during  the 
year  eiiilin^  the  30th  September,  1837.  'TtoP°'''^' 
tions— bushels,  6,343,706— value,  $862,617.  Ex- 
portations— 41.118— value,  j 

Leaving   for  consiimplioi 
b,i...hels— value,  849,9115. 

Exportation  of  domestic  salt— bushels,  99,133 
value,  $.58,472. 

It  an-iars  from  a  detailed  official  statem-nt  pub 


2,722. 

and  stock.  6.302,-588 


lished  by  the  mayor  ol  Charleston  that  the  'otal  K  ^^^^  |,^^  ^g^„,_,^.^  ^,,„  „y(,  ,^  „,^  q^^,,, 
amount  of  donations  made  lor  the  relief  ot  the  suf-  ^j.,,^^,  ^;,'  c^hich  he  is  president.  T 
fereis   by  the  late  destructive  fire  m  that  city,  was    ^^   ^^^  employed  to  establish  an  agency 


$180,506  87.     This   liberal  sum   was  contributed 
by  the  people  of  the  several  states,  as  follows; 
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Baltimore  flour  inspections.  Amount  of  flour  in- 
spected in  B  dtiinore,  during  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  Isl  instant,  was— 

76,368  bbls.  wheat  flour, 
5,335  half  ilo.         do. 
7,48!)  bbls,  rye, 

765  hhds.  corn  meal, 
2,322  bbls.  do. 

During  the  quarter  ending  on  the  Isl  A['ril.  133S 
the  insfiections  were 

80.8S9  bbls.  wheat  flour, 
3.00,8  half  bbls.         do. 
6,054  bbls.  rye         do. 
203  hhds.  corn  meal, 
2,S15  bbls.       do. 
During  the  first  two  quarters  of  1337,  the  inspec- 
tions of  wheat  flour  w  ere  as  follows: 

blls.         half  bbls. 
Isl  quarter,  94,954         3. 1 -.7 

2ud       do  81,622         2.(i!)3 

Bv  comparing  the  first  two  quarters  ol  1837,  with 
the  two  of  1833.  noticed  above,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  wheat  flour  inspections  of  the  first  half  year  of 
1333  are  less  than  timseof  the  corresponding  peiioil 
of  1.837  by  19,231  bbls,  while  the  halfbbh.  are  more 
by  3.593. 

A  singular  and  fortunate  escape  is  mentioned  in 
the  lasfZanesville  G,rzette.  Mr,  G.  Frackcr  of 
that  place,  having  plunged  in  the  Muskingum  river 
with  a  view  to  bithing,  had  scarcely  dived  halfa 
rod  before  he  felt  himself  caught  in  the  upper  lip  by 
a  fishing  hook  of  very  lirg-  size,  and  suddenly 
thrown  b.ick.  Aft:T  an  inellectual  attempt  to  loosen 
the  line,  he  caught  it  in  Ids  teeth,  and  succeeded  in 
biting  it  in  two.  and  swam  to  shore  with  the  honk 
fast  through  his  lip.  He  was  held  umler  water  by 
the  line,  and  had  he  failed  in  severing  it  with  his 
teeth,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  tear  the  hook 
from  his  lip,  or  submit  to  speedy  str.in;ulalion 

[Coluaibas.  (  Oliio.)  Rei;. 
Inporls  and  exports  of  Ihe  U.  States.  From  the 
annuiil  slateinenls  of  tne  commerce  of  the  Unileil 
States,  Idtely  cominiinicateil  to  congress,  it  appears 
t!,at  the  imports  during  the  year  ending  on  Ihe  30lh 
of  Seplcmb-r,  13.i7,  have  amounted  to  $140,939,- 
217;  of  which  Ih^re  was  imported  in  Ameiican 
vessels,  $122,177,193,  and  in  foreign  vessel.',  $18- 
8!2,S24,'  The  exports  during  the  year  ending  on 
the   30th  of  September,    1337,   have   amounted  to 


'By  South  Carolina, 
G.-orgia, 
Pennsylvania, 
New  York, 
Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, 
Virginia, 
Alabama, 
North  Carolina, 
Maryland, 
Florida, 

New  Hampshire, 
Conneclicut, 
Di.-trict  of  Columbia, 
Rhode  Island, 


$76,771  66 

29,830  .57 

27,975  25 

14,510  00 

8.650  00 

5,977  34 

4,642   10 

3,116  65 

3,005  00 

3,362   17 

1,763  50 

397  62 

300  00 

150  00 

50  00 

$180,506  86 


Grand  total 
Pensions.     The  law   to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  pensioners  appropriates  the  following  sums: 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners,  under  the  se- 
veral acts,  other  than  lliose  of  the  fifteenth  of  JNIay 
1328;  the  seventh  of  June,  1832;  and  the  fbnith  of 
July,  1836,  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousanti 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 

For  the  invalid  pensioners,  under  various  laws, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  and  seventy 
five  dollars  ar.d  sixty  two  cents. 

For  pensions  to  widov\s  and  orphans,  under  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  July,  1836,  one  million  lour 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty -five  dollars. 

For  half  pay  pensions,  payable  tlnougli  the  office 
of  the  third  auditor,  five  thousand  dollars. 

In  all.  two  millions,  fifty-three  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 
./In  army  of  pensioners.  From  a  document  com- 
municated (among  others)  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  Friday,  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
ptnsitmers  on  Ihe  rolls  o!  the  several  pension  agen- 
cies of  the  United  States  at  this  time  is  as  follows: 
Invalid  pensioners  *  4,121 

Under  act  of  18lh  March,  1813  8,930 

Under  act  of  15lh  May,  1823  692 

Under  act  of  7th  June",  1332  25,783 

Under  act  of  4th  July,  1334  1,832 


Total  number  of  pensioners 
Honorable.     It  is  stated  in  theTuscalo 
Intelligencer,   that    Mr.  Morely    Baker, 


41,4.58 


5a(Ala.) 
encer,  that  jvir.  iviorely  BaKer,  who  left 
Alabama  some  years  since  for  Texas,  under  very 
unfavorable  circumstances  in  regard  to  his  transac- 
tions, with  the  state  hank  at  Tuscaloosa,  has  hon- 
orable and  fully  repaid  the  injury  which  that  insti- 
tulion  sustained  through  his  means.  He  wrote  to 
the  olficers  of  Ihe  bank,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  re- 
quest, Mr.  J.  White,  one  ol  the  directors,  visited 
him.  and  received  Ihe  full  amount  of  fhe  claim  in- 
cluding interest,  being  in  all  about  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars,  and  gave  Mr.  Baker  a  lull  dis- 
charge. 


Death  of  a  Veteran.  The  Nashville  whig  notices 
the  death  of  the  only  survivor  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
old  French  war,  as  H  is  called,  or  the  war  against 
Ihe  French  in  Canada.  The  npme  of  the  deceased 
was  John  Lusk;  he  was  born  on  Slaten  Island,  New 
York,  on  the  5th  of  November  1734,  and  was  con- 
sequently nearly  one  hundred  and  lour  years  old 
when  he  died. 

Monument  to  Franklin.  The  Mobile  typographi- 
cal society  have  passed  a  series  of  resolutions  re- 
commending 'he  erection  of  a  public  ineniorial  to 
the  memory  of  Franklin  by  the  officers  of  the  Na- 
tional Typographical  Association,  and  urgently  re- 
questing that  body  to  correspond  with  the  difierent 
local  societies  throughout  the  union  for  the  purpose 
ol  eliciting  their  sentiments  upon  the  proposition. 
The  resolutions  likewise  slate  that  in  the  event  of 
the  approbation  of  this  project,  committees  w  ill  be 
formed  to  collect  subscriptions  among  printers  only, 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  The  city  of  "Washington's 
recommended  as  the  sui'able  spot  for  the  location 
of  the  monument. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  This  relic  of  dark  ages 
will  shortly,  we  hope,  be  obliterated  from  the  sta- 
tutes of  every  state  in  Ihe  union.  The  following 
excellent  resolution  on  the  subject  was  passed  at 
the  late  whig  con\'ention  in  Vermont: 
,  Resolved,  That  the  law  aiithorizins  the  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  is  a  violation  of  the  plainest  princi- 
ples of  justice — that  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  crime 
and  oppression;  that  it  is  opposed  to  the  genius 
of  our  institutions,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live — and  that  il  is  Ihedutj  of  the  go- 
yernmunt  of  Vermont  immediately  to  abolish  it. 
The  New  York  Star  states  that  Mr.  John  Jacob 
an  society 
The  fund  is 
ployed  to  establish  an  agency  to  protect 
German  emigrants  against  imposition. 

Cheap  postage.  The  British  parliament  contem- 
plate a  very  important  reform  in  the  Enjiish  post 
office  system,  by  which  the  postage  on  letters  to 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  is  to  be  reduced  to  one 
penny,  (two  cents.)  In  a  financial  point  of  view 
our  nation  is  not  uninteresttd  in  this  af.'air — the 
prospective  idea  of  at  least  sustaining  the  post  of- 
fice rev.nue  by  the  more  general  diliusion  ol  public 
information  The  details  of  the  project  will  short- 
ly be  published. 

Liiliana.  Our  young  western  sister  is  gradually 
developing  her  mineral  slrentith.  We  learn  by  the 
Indianapolis  Journal  that,  "by  late  examinations 
between  Putnamville  and  the  lower  falls  ol  Eel  river, 
in  Putnam  county,  it  is  fully  ascertained  that  there 
are  inexhaustible  mines  of  rich  iron  ore  vviti.in  two 
and  a  half  to  four  miles  of  fhe  falls,  with  every  re- 
quisite for  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  iron  to 
any  extent  which  may  be  required."  The  proprie- 
tors are  about  erecting  suitable  works.  Coal  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  in  abundant  qualities,  is  also 
found  convenient. 

The  state  geologist,  also,  has  recently  discoverf  d 
in  Posey  county  an  extensive  bed  of  handsomely 
shaded  marble,  with  beautiful  variegated  veins  run- 
ning through  it,  fitting  it  for  ornamental  and  other 
work. 

Franking  public  documents.  As  congress  has  ad- 
journed, it  is  well  to  mark  some  of  their  "move- 
ments, doings,  and  so  on."  Among  them  is  the 
franking  of  about  500  canvass  bags  of  public  docu- 
ments, avera:ring70  pounds  each,  which  have  pass- 
ed through  the  New  York  city  post  office,  princi- 
pally for  that  state. 

CosI  nf  court.  A  civil  action  was  tried  at  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  last  week,  which  occupied  the  time  of 
Ihe  court  from  Mond,ay  mcuning  until  Thursday 
afternoon.  The  subject  of  fitigation  was  a  cow, 
worth,  perhaps,  .$20.  It  has  been  tried  several 
times,  and  the  costs  of  carrying  it  on  amount  to 
nearly  ,$1,000.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  wis  for  the 
defen'dant. 

Silk.  The  West  Chester  silk  company,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, had  a  sale  of  handkerchiefs,  manufac- 
tured from  their  own  silk,  on  Tuesday  last.  There 
were  35  in  number,  and  the  ag<rregale  proceeds 
were  $71  06.  They  vv'ere  knocked  off  in  quick 
time  at  from  $1  75  to  $3  a  piece,  to  the  supporteri 
of  domestic  industry. 

Sale  of  Durham  'cattle.  Mr.  C.  S.  Clarkson,  of 
this  city,  in  the  course  of  last  week,  soldat  auc- 
tion, on  his  farm  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cincinnati, 
his  sto<  It  of  Durham  cattle.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  sale  fell  but  a  little  short  of  $28,000.  This  is 
believed  to  be  Ihe  largest  sale  of  the  kind,  ever 
made  by  one  individual  in  th.e  United  States.  One 
fine  bull  sold  for  $1,450— one  cow  sold  for  $975— 
another  ccw  and  calf,  for  $1,075 — another  cow 
$1,000— a  heifer,  a  year  old,  sold  for  $850— the 
balance  for  various  prices,  rancing  from  $37  1-2 
up  to  $300.  [Cincinnali  Whig. 
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Tre.\sory  NOTES.  Tieasunj  deivirlm-id,  Migusl  \  Fromjhe  .\.  V.  Exiiress.  .lu^iisl  I.  Stocks  liu 
1,  \ili.  Tile  wliolo  aiuocint  ol'  Ireasiirv  iiole.<  an-  'all  ^orie  iiplodiiy.  iN'oIoiily  IhV  spPCiiLiIive  .-it-icU 
thofu.d  hy  the  act  of  October  12lh,  X^'iJ.  h.ivi.js  j  but  also  all  solid  stocks  stand  b'tti-r.  The  cans 
been  issued,   \'u:  ■  -  $1:1,01)0,000  OH  '  or  this  advance  is  owiii:;  to  the  |ir,'valliii 


And  lliere  having  been  redeemed  of 
thein  about       .... 

The  Dciv  emissions  made  in  place  of 
those  iind.r  the  act  ol  May  12tli, 
133S,  have  been 


This    leav 
staiidiii;z 


s    a  balance  of  all  out- 
equal  to  only 


$T,-936,.532  81 


'■] 


Levi  Woopdurv, 
SecreLirij  of  the  iieasunj. 

Death  ov  co.mmopoke  Rodgers.  General  na- 
val order.  As  a  ni.irK  of  respect  to  the  iiieuioiy  of 
commodiire  John  Rodders,  late  senior  ollic.r  of  the 
navy  ..f  the  United  States,  who  .lied  in  Phila.U-iplna 
on  the  1st  inst.int,  the  d.^si  of  (he  navy  yards,  sta- 
tio.is,  and  vessc-ls  ol  the  United  States  navy,  are  to 
be  no.sted  halt  oust,  and  lliirteen  minutj  gnns  fired 
at  no.m  on  tlie  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

OIfi.:crs  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  are  to  wear 
crape  for  thirty  days. 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Naoy  department,  August  3,  1S3S. 

Nji'3.1  order.  All  ol-fioers  of  the  navy,  \v!io  are 
attached  to  ttie  U.  S.  naval  siaiioii,  at  Philadelphia, 
are  directed  to  altKiid  the  funexal  of  the  late  com- 
modore John  Rodders,  liom  .\o.  260,  Walnut  street, 
th;s  alternoon,  (3d,  inst.)  at  j  o'cljcl;,  i 
Co.ii'dts  o.ti.-,.-,  U.  S.  .Vivy  Yj 
Pailad.  2d  .iagiut.  iS.ii. 

Charles  Stew.irt, 
Commiiidiiig  ojjicer  of  lite  station. 

The  remains  of  co.-nmodore  Rodders,  accompanied 
by  lii.i  family,  will  arrive  in  tins  city  to-day. 

Canada  frontier.  Giu.  Macomb,  commander- 
in-chief  of  llie  United  States  army,  arrived  in  this 
village  on  SatiirJay  I'loin  the  north,  and  leaves  to- 
day lor  the  iViaga  a  frontier.  We  are  liajip)  to  learn 
Irom  hiui  that  the  dntnibances  on  the  northern  line 
have  entirely  snb-uled;  and  Iho'igb  a  feeling  very 
naturally  exists  among  a  great  proportion  of  our 
citizens  favorable  to  the  cause  of  Ireedom  abroad, 
as  Well  as  at  liome,  a  respect  for  our  laws,  and  a  de- 
sire to  avoid  any  infraction  ol  the  anicable  relations 
existing  between  our  own  and  the  British  govern- 
menr,  will  prevent  any  interference  in  the  internal 
relalio.'.s  ol  tue  Canad.is. 

Tne  presence  of  gen.  M.  wilhiu  adistrict  of  conn- 
try  where  his  services  were  sodistiii;iuisheduud  im- 
portant during  the  last  war,  has  undoubtedly  pro- 
duced a  very  salutary  iiilluence;  and  we  have  no 
doubt  a  siiuilar  eileet  will  result  Irom  his  visitation 
to  the  \v;slern  frontier. 

lSdratus.i  (.v.  F.)  Sentinel  of  My  3\. 


that  a  better  state  of  thin;;s   is    last   aj'proaching. 

100,000  00    First  there  is  a  general  d-sire  to  get  hold  of  Biddl:-'s 

'  boiiils — next  government  securities.    .\s  these  bfj^in 

to  disappear  and  become  scarce,  loans  on  slocks  are 

0S6,5S2  SI  i  desirable. 

At  present  it  is  not  a  difficult  lliingto  obtain  any 
sum  on  stocks  at  6  per  cent,  at  a  brokeiag'';  as  this 
description  of  securities  become  scaic",  nood  busi- 
ness notes  at  5  a  6  per  cent  per  annnm  will  besiii  to 
be  in  securities,  luomy  will  be  readily  obtained  on 
bond  and  mortgage.  The  instant  this  piuiod  ar. 
rivts,  there  will  a  new  spring  to  business.  Unilders 
and  real  estate  holders  will  obtain  the  means  lor 
setting  mechanics  in  motion;  all  in  i;onil  time  we 
may  expect  that  there  will  be  a  general  improve- 
ment in  all  departments  of  trade  and  business. 

Trade  in  Pliiladelpltia.  The  Philadelphia  Herald 
of  Tliiirsilav  says: 

A  number  of  merchants  from  the  south  have  ar- 
rived to  purchase  goods  and  there  is  a  prospect,  we 
are  happy  to  siy,  of  a  fair  business  btiiig  done  by 
r  merchants  this  season. 

Trade  in  Balliinore.  Merclianls  from  the  south 
and  west  are  in  our  market,  making  tluir  pur- 
chases lor  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter  business. 
The  inilicalions  of  an  active  trade  are  quite  promis 
ing.  During  the  past  six  months,  Baltimore  has 
done  an  nnusuallv  extensive  business  in  the  grocery 
branch — larjer,  iii  fact,  than  she  has  done  for  a  num- 
ber ol  years  past.  We  need  scarcely  add  that  her 
merchants  iu  that  anil  in  thf  other  branches  ol  trade, 
are  ready  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  friends  in  the 
interior  on  the  same  advantageous  terms  which  they 
have  heretofore  olfered.  [Bait.  ..Imericun. 

New  Orleans,  July  22.  We  may  r.ow  be  said  to 
be  on  our  suiniuer  establishment.  Things  have  set- 
tled down  into  the  dullness  and  monolonj  of  the  sick- 
ly season.  Transactions  are  liiiht  and  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  retail  trade.  Indeed  business  of  all 
kinds  is  very  iniicli  curtailed.  The  undertaker,  and 
even  the  sexton  has  less  to  do  than  usual.  The  most 
industiions  portion  of  the  cominunily  are  the  labor- 
ers ill  the  employment  of  the  second  municipality, 
who  make  rapid  progress  in  the  pavement  ol  our 
streets,  apparently  regardless  of  the  hot  sun  that 
burns  upon  thein  from  inoniins;  to  night.  The  fideli- 
ty with  which  this  hardy  class  of  citizens  stick  to 
their  work,  during  all  seasons,  is  admirable,  and  might 
be  held  up  as  an  example  to  many  of  higher  preten- 
sions, who  reap  during  harvest  time,  but  when  pain, 
sickness  and  death  stalk  over  the  field,  are  lound 
among  the  missing.  We  have  noticed  also  that  a  great 
deal  ofactivity  prevails  among  tlie  mechanics.  A  great 
number  of  Inuses  is  i;oini  up  in  dililuent  parls  ol  the 
city,  which  keeps  a  mnltiliide  of  carpenters,  brick- 
layers. &c.  &.C.  einploved.  On  Ihe  levee  of  course, 
a  manifest  chanire  has  taken  place.  The  hum  ol 
business  is  silenced.  The  squadron  ol  drays  that 
formerly  dashed  along  so  furiously,  .Iwindled  down 
to  a  few  teams.  The  steam  boat  wharves  are  nearly 
empty.  A  few  black  chimneys  rise  solitary  from 
the  water's  edge,  fuilonjs  a  pirt,  wlierea  month  ago 
they  stooi!  close  ami  thick  as  the  brick  chimnies 
aloiiir  our  streets.  The  quantity  of  shipping  is  also 
rapidly  diminishing,  and  many  d.iys  will  not  elapse, 
fre  oiir  fleet  of  steam  and  canvass  will  b.-  rednceu 
to  some  dozen  or  twenty  vessels,  scattered  along  the 
margin  of  the  stream  for  a  distance  of  several  uiifs. 
{Bulletin. 


tweeu  3  and  1  o'cl  ick  on  Sunday  mcuning  (suppos- 
ing all  the  important  liusin>ss  to  be  closed,)  and 
were  brought  back  again  by  the  sergeant  ai-arii)3. 

nt  j      .V/>f//if  .((//ounimc/i/.aboutrto'clock.  Ml.  Camp. 

g.  I  bell  joined  Messrs.  Williams  and  M.iiiiy,  who  were 
conversing  in  a  window  of  the  lobby  id  the  house. 
The  two  lormer  weie  disposed  to  inal-e  ineiry  at 
the  proceedings  of  the  house,  but  C"l  Maury  made 
some  pretiy  severe  remarks  upon  the  condnrt  of  the 
ineinbeis  present  in  ngardto  the  absenleeB.  Tl  «• 
nenerul  remarks,  it  appears,  were  applied  /trrwually 
by  .Mr.  Campbell,  and  in  the  irritation  of  the  nio- 
ment  he  made  an  assaiiM  upon  col.  Maiiry.  There 
were  no  epithets  exchanged  between  them  what, 
ever,  the  st  itemenl  ol  the  correspondent  to  the  con. 
traiy  nolvvilhiitandini;.  The  best  reeling  existed 
between  Ihe  parties  before  the  collision,  and  shortly 
altir  it  Mr.  C,  called  upon  col.  Maury  at  his  rocin, 
made  all  due  apoloj;ies,  and  attended  lipon  him  ssxi- 
dnously  during  Ihe  day. 

Thus  it  appi-,ir  that' this  little  occurrence,  which 
has  beeri  magnified  into  an  enormous  ailair,  was  Ihe 
result  of  an  accidental  misumlerstaiidins  operating 
upon  n-rves  rend  rerl  peculiarly  si-nsitive  by  a 
most  wearying  and  irritaliii"  session.  It  inisht 
have  happened  to  any  one;  and  it  is  known  that 
such  occnrrnnces  are  totally  rppus;nant  to  the  clia. 
racter  of  cither  gentli-man.       \  Texnesseean. 

Gen.  Geobgk  McDupeie  (late  governorolSoiHh 
Carolina,  but  b.lter  kncwuas  a  distinguished  lepre. 
^enlalive  in  congress  fiom  that  state.)  passed  through 
tills  city  yesterday  mornin;;  on  his  wav  to  take  pas- 
sage at  New  Yoik  loi  Europe.  We  are  very  sorry 
to  barn  that  hisheal'.h  is  not  af  cood  as  his  friends 
could  wish.  [Xat.  Intel.  <f  yesterday. 


Cat.  Worlh.  We  are  happy  to  perceive  that 
col.  Wortk  has  been  assigned  by  goveinuient  to  the 
command  of  the  new  regiment  lor  the  defence  of 
the  frontier;  because  no'uian  can  be  better  qualifi- 
ed for  that  impoitant  duly.  We  repeat,  ho.vever, 
at  Ihe  sam'.'Ii,ne,  only  the  general  expression  of  re. 
gret  tbat  he  will  bi  necessa'rily  called  from  associa- 
tions to  which  he  is  endeared  by  so  many  and  such 
high  qualities.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  pays  a 
high  and  deserved  coi-ipli.nent  to  col.  Worth;  'than 
wtioin  tile  si'rvice  does  not  know  a  more  brave, 
chivalric  and  capable  officer.  He  has  already  taken 
his  departne  lor  the  fronti-r.  [_.ilb.iny  Jrj;us. 

State  or  trade.  'J'he  New  Y'ork  Gazette  of 
Wednesday,  says:  Since  it  was  settled  by  the  late 
bankconveiition  that  a  general  resumplion'of  specie 
payments  should  take  place  on  Ihe  13ih  of  this 
mo  ith,  a  large  nninbrr  of  merchants  from  Virginia 
and  other  southern  states  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  our  maiket,  who  had  not  been  this  way  on 

business    before    since    t!ie  suspension    in  I-^IS'T,  in      ., 

consequence  of  Ihe  depreciation  of  southern  ex-  especially  to  col.  Maury,  I  take  the  liberty  of  briefly 
changes,  fhey  are  buying  pretty  freely  of  goods,  stating  the  facts  as  related  to  me  by  the  hon.  J.  L. 
and  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  a  large  fall  business,  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  who  witnessed  the  whole 
as  the  south   and  west  are  very  bare  of  goods,  and    occurrence. 

may  soon  be  expected  to  be  in  as  wholesome  a  state  I  Col.  Maury  was  one  of  a  large  number  of  mera- 
as  they  were  two  years  ago.  I  bers  who  absented   themselves  from  the  house  be- 

Vol.'  IV.— Sig.  23. 


Commodore  Porter  arrived  at  liis  residence  in 
Chester.  Pa  ,  on  IMonday,  the  2.3d  iilt.,  and  was 
v»arinly  welcomed  by  his  iiiends  and  neiglibors.  It 
!S  saiil  that  alter  remaining  a  short  lime  with  his  fa- 
mily he  will  return  to  Constantinople  to  resume  the 
iluties  of  his  s'aliou  as  charge  d'alfaires. 

Gen.  Wool  and  governor  Kent  have  returned  to 
Bangor,  having  conifileted  their  recoiinoisance  of  Ihe 
noith  eastein  frontier. 


Messrs.  Maury  and  Camtbell.  From  Hie 
Baltimore  .dmericiin.     Baltimore,  July  i9,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  In  your  paper  of inst.  I  per- 
ceive that  you  have  copied  from  Ihe  Wa.sliington 
correspondent  of  the  .New  York  American  an  ac- 
count of  tbi-  iinlbrtunatc  collision  which  look  place 
in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Sunday  morning. 
8lh  inst.  between  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Maury,  nl 
Tennessee.  As  that  statement  is  wholly  erroneous, 
and  does  great  injustice  to  both  the  gentlemen,  bul 


United  States  Bank  Bonds.  The  Philadel- 
phia  National  Gazette  of  Monday  afternoon  sa\s 

II  is  rumored  that  the  bond  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  due  in  1339,  lor  two  inillions  of  dol- 
lars, has  been  sold  bv  the  tieasury  department,  at 
par,  to  Chailfs  Macalister,  esq.,  of  '.his  city. 

The  foregoing  paragraph  is  copied  into  the  U. 
S.  Ga7.»lte  of  Tuesday  morning,  with  the  following 
remarks: 

The  above  minor,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  well 
founded.  The  same  oli'er  was  miade  for  the  bond 
due  in  1840.  for  a  like  amount,  but  declined,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  not  having  deri'lcd  that 
the  tinblic  exigencies  will  reqiiire  its  sale. 

The  purchase,  we  understand,  is  for  account  of 
the  United  States  B.u.k.  We  also  understand  that 
Mr.  Macalister  has  elfected  a  negotiation  by  which 
the  third  bond  lar  two  millions  of  dolInrs,'w  ill  he 
liqiiidated  in  a  manner  equally  acceptable  lo  the 
government  and  to  the  hank. 

We  are  truly  gratified  lo  hear  of  these  arrange- 
ments. We  hope,  and.  indeed,  cannot  doubt,  that 
they  are  indicative  of  a  belter  understanding  be- 
tween the  contracting  parlies;  ami  we  congratulate 
the  country  upon  this  event,  which  we  consider  as 
equally  creditable  lo  the  administration  and  to  the 
hank,  and  which  cnnnot  fail  to  have  »  beneficial  in- 
fluence upon  all  the  busiuessrelalionsof  the  uninon. 

Banks,  currency.  Jic.  The  directors  of  Ihe 
bank  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  announced  in 
Ihe  Ualeigh  Register  of  Ihe  2.3d  nit.  that  their 
hank  and  its  branches  would,  on  the  Is/  of  ..lufnist 
ne.rl,  resume  the  payment  of  their  respective  lia- 
bilities in  specie. 

Small  bilh.  We  learn  that  the  small  bills  of  all 
the  banks  in  Maryland,  are  received  at  the  respec- 
live  bank?  in  Baltimore,  and  will  continue  to  be  re- 
ceived as  usual. 

Bank  of  Tennr^tre.  The  Nashville  Union  of  the 
I3th  ult.  says  this  institution  has  determined  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  all  the  Tennessee  banks  on   de- 


354 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  4,  1838— MISCELLANEOUS. 


posite,  in  payment  of  debts,  and  for  eastern  ex- 
cfian^e.  This  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  the 
trading  community,  as  the  rule  at  our  other  banks 
has  been  to  receive  none  but  their  own  notes  in 
payment  for  checlcs  or  drafts  on  the  eastern  cities. 
The  course  of  the  bank  of  Tennessee  will  proba- 
bly be  followed  by  the  other  banks,  which  will 
tend  materially  to  elevate  the  character  of  our  pa- 
per, and  to  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  procurement  of  remittances. 

The  Nashville  Whig  contains  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  at  Brandon,  Miss.,  under  the  r2th 
July,  in  which,  speaking  of  the  Brandon  Bank,  he 
say.s— 

Its  circulation  is  very  little  over  three  millions, 
and  in  90  days  from  this  time  it  will  have  a  million 
of  specie  in  its  vaults.  It  will  be  in  a  condition  to 
resume  specie  payments  as  soon  as  any  bank  in 
Mississippi.  Its  debts  are  secured  by  the  best  se- 
curities in  the  state,  and  in  short  it  is  sustained  by 
the  most  solvent  planters  this  country  holds.  Ow- 
ing to  the  course  other  banks  have  pursued  in  this 
state  in  refusing  to  receive  its  paper  on  deposite,  it 
has  greatly  depreciated,  and  a  re-action  will  take 
place  in  a  very  short  time,  which  will  place  the 
paper  of  this  institution  equal  to  any  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  new  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  annexed  paragraph  from  the  Norfolk 
Herald,  of  the  27th  ult.,  is  about  to  go  into  opera- 
tion at  Norfolk,  with  literally  a  golden  capital. 

The  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia.  It  aflbrds  us 
pleasure  to  slate  that  Wright  Souihgate,  Esq., 
cashier  of  this  institution,  arrived  in  the  Baltimore 
boat  yesterday  morning,  bringing  with  him  the 
amount,  in  gold,  of  about  .*433,0U0,  the  proceeds 
of  the  treasury  drafts  held  by  the  Pennsylvania 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  Ex- 
change bank. 

As  more  than  the  amount  of  specie  required  by 
law  to  be  held  in  its  vaults  prior  to  commencing 
operations,  is  now  received,  we  may  anticipate  the 
issue  of  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  as  soon 
as  the  facts  are  officially  communicated  to  him; 
and  the  bank  will  then  assume  its  duties  as  an  of- 
fice of  discount  and  depusite. 

New  York  money  market.  The  Express  of  Mon- 
day, 2  P.  M.,  says- 
It  will  be  seen  that  stocks  are  firm,  but  without 
material  change.  There  is  a  general  impression 
that  money  will  become  very  abundant.  Indeed 
at  the  present  time  it  is  dilFicult  fur  capitalists  to 
employ  their  capital.  Business  paper  is  not  to  be 
had,  and  United  States  bond  are  becoming  scarce. 
The  !>iew  York  Express  of  Tuesday,  2  P.  M. 
has  the  following  items: 

It  is  said  that  the  United  States  branch  will  file 
their  necessary  papos  lor  organizing  of  business 
to-morrow,  and  will  immediately  proceed  to  trans- 
acting business. 

This  is  packet  day,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  was 
fixed  at  107  1-2  per  cent,  on  London,  and  527  1-2 
on  Paris.  But  a  moderate  amount  of  bills  were 
sold;  buyers  are  holding  off  for  the  steam  ship. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  intelligent  men  that 
banking  in  this  country  will  undergo  a  very  consi- 
derable change.  Hitherto  the  legislature  of  every 
state  in  the  union  has  been  beset  for  acts  of  incor- 
poration authorizing  banking.  The  numberalready 
granted  exceeds  one  thousand.  The  late  law  of  the 
state  of  New  York  has  placed  tlie  matter,  in  this 
state,  under  one  general  law.  The  whole  matter 
therefore  is  beyond  the  reach  of  polilical  or  other 
lavorites, — all  are  now  equally  at  liberty  to  bank, 
provided  they  conform  to  provisions  of  the  law. 
The  principles  of  the  scheme  were  well  understood 
and  forcibly  argued  by  many  leading  and  intelligent 
men.  Yet  it  is  exceedingly  doubtlul  whether  this 
great  revolution  in  banking  could  have  been  brought 
about  tins  year,  had  it  not  been  for  an  accident,  al- 
together unlooked  for,  and  not  connected  with  the 
subject. 

While  the  measure  was  before  the  legislature  the 
exposure  of  the  usurious  conduct  of  the  Phenix 
Bank,  as  made  public  in  this  journal,  was  brought 
before  them  which  decided  the  whole  mailer.  The 
members,  many  of  tliem  who  were  in  doubt,  decided 
at  once  to  throw  the  whole  matter  open  to  the  public, 
— whatever  was  the  cause  of  its  final  passage,  it  is 
now  the  law  of  the  state,  and  under  its  provisions, 
three  large  companies  are  about  to  go  into  operation 
in  this  city,  and  others  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 
There  is  now  an  end  to  all  application  to  the  legis- 
lature ibr  new  charters,  and  hereafter  all  capital  lo 
be  employed  in  banking  must  be  under  the  new 
law. 

The  leading  principles  of  one  of  the  new  com- 
panies is,  to  found  it  on  trust  property — princijially 
on  real  estate.  A  false  notion  is  entertained  by 
many,  that  they  intend  lo  bank  on  real  estate.     Not 


so; — the  strength,  solvency  and  power  of  the  estab- 
lishment is  founded  on  real  estate;  that  is,  they  in- 
tend to  build  U])  a  credit  sufficiently  strong  to  enable 
them  to  issue  bonds  that  will  command  a  ready  sale 
in  European  markets.  The  money  realized  on 
these  bonds  they  will  invest  in  this  country  on  bonds 
and  mortgages  at  7  per  cent.;  or  in  other  words 
will  borrow  money  in  England  at  4  and  5  per  cent., 
and  lend  it  here  at  6  and  7  per  cent.  This  is  now 
done  to  an  immense  extent  by  trust  companies  ex- 
isting by  special  act  of  the  legislature;  and  if  it  can 
be  done  to  advantage  by  companies  having  two  mil- 
lions capital,  it  surely  may  be  done  by  other  com- 
panies, if  equally  well  managed,  with  larger  capi- 
tals. 

If  the  experiment  should  answer  in  this  state,  it 
is  not  only  probably,  but  almost  certain,  that  the 
example  will  be  followed  by  most  or  all  of  the  other 
states.  Whatever  changes  there  may  be  in  the 
mode  of  banking  and  in  its  principles,  there  will  be 
none  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
The  local  incorporated  institutions,  scattered  as 
they  are  over  the  great  extent  of  our  country,  will 
issue  the  great  circulating  medium,  the  present 
bank  notes  of  the  country.  These  institutions, 
therefore,  enjoying  the  whole  circulation,  will  con- 
tinue, where  they  are  well  conducted,  to  be  as  pro- 
fitable as  ever. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  the  "Globe"  of 
Tuesday  night,  that  recent  despatches  received 
from  the  commanding  general  in  Florida,  of  July 
13th,  at  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general,  advise  the 
department  of  the  measures  which  have  been  re- 
cently taken  for  the  effectual  defence  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Okefenokee  swamp. 

General  Taylor  states,  in  his  report,  that  he  shall 
"establish  a  post  near  the  mouth  of  the  Shwanon- 
chee  river,  to  be  occupied  by  one  company  of  dra- 
goons and  one  of  infantry,  and  that  he  shall  locate 
another  company  of  infantry  between  that  and 
Traders'  Hill,  on  the  St.  Mary's  river.  One  com- 
pany of  dragoons  has  been  ordered  to  the  opposite 
side  ol  Okefonokee  swamp,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wares- 
boro.  Major  Dearborn  will  select  positions  for  the 
two  latter.  These  four  companies  general  Taylor 
believes  will,  with  the  addition  of  one  of  militia, 
just  organized  along  the  Florida  and  Georgia  line, 
be  sufficient  to  give  ample  protection  to  the"inhabi- 
tants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  swamp,  as  long  as  they 
can  occupy  the  country.  If  they  should  not,  how- 
ever, major  Dearborn  is  empowered  to  muster  into 
the  service  such  additional  companies  of  militia  as 
he  may  think  proper. 

The  five  companies  referred  to,  as  well  as  any 
that  may  be  called  into  service,  are  placed  under 
the  command  of  captain  B.  L.  Beall,  second  dra- 
goons. 

General  Taylor  further  states  that  a  depot  of  pro- 
visions, Sec.  has  been  established  at  Traders'  Hill, 
to  be  furnished  from  Black  creek.  Captain  Waite, 
acting  quartermaster,  has  been  ordered  to  that  place, 
to  take  steps  necessary  for  supplying  the  post  around 
the  Okelbnokee,  as  well  as  the  troops  which  may 
be  called  into  service  in  that  quarter. 

From  the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  gen. 
Taylor  believes  that  there  are  not  more  than  forty 
or  iifty  Indian  warriors  in  the  swamp,  and  they  are 
probably  refugee  Creeks  from  the  emigrating  tribe 
of  that  name. 

The  Tallahassee  "  Floridian"  of  the  21st  ult., 
contains  the  following; 

Tlie  Seminoles.  Our  latest  accounts  from  the 
frontiers  state  that  the  Indians,  apparently  feeling 
insecure  in  their  former  retreats,  are  generally  ma- 
king their  way  north,  and  concentrating  in  the  Oke- 
fonokee swamp  in  Georgia.  Several  depredations, 
and  one  or  two  murders,  have  been  committed  in 
that  vicinity.  General  Taylor  is  making  arrange- 
ments to  prevent  their  escape  again  into  Florida, 
and  has  established  posts  on  the  borders  of  the 
swamp.  We  have  heard  it  stated  that  gen.  Floyd, 
has  been  placed  in  command  of  a  regiment  of  Geor- 
gians to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  swamp.  From 
the  character  of  the  Georgia  troops,  under  such  an 
experienced  officer  as  general  Floyd,  we  have  strong 
hopes  that  something  decisive  w"ill  be  the  result  oT 
this  expedition.  The  country  is  said  to  be  healthy, 
and  the  season  propitious  for  the  campaign. 

The  citizens  of  Columbia  county,  weai-e  inform- 
ed by  colonel  Brown,  have  generally  left  their 
homes  and  plantations,  in  consequence  of  the  fre- 
quent appearance  of  the  Indians. 

The  suprmme  court.  It  is  probably  not  known 
most  of  our  readers — for  until  yesterday  it  was 
not  known  to  us — that  there  is  a  rule  term  of  the 
supreme  court  held,  according  to  law,  at  the  court 
room  in  the  capitol  annually  on  the  first  Monday  in 
August.  At  this  court  it  is  made  the  business  of 
the  circuit  judge  for  the  fourth  judicial  district  to 


attend.  For  many  years  past,  the  business  of  this 
court  has  been  entirely  pro  forma,  requiring  neither 
argument  by  counsel,  nor  decision  by  the  court;  and 
the  attendance  of  the  judge  has  not  always  been 
deemed  necessary.  We  understand,  however,  that 
chief  justice  Taney,  now  judge  of  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit will  be  on  the  bench  on  Monday  next,  the 
term  day;  and  that  the  highly  interesting  case  of 
the  removal  from  office,  avowedly  without  cause, 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Louisiana,  will  come  before  him,  upon  a  motion  to 
show  cause  why  a  writ  of  mandamus  should  not 
issue  to  that  court  to  restore  the  old  clerk  to  tha 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.    \_Nat.  Intel. 

Arrival  of  the  Constitution.     The  United 
States  frigate  Constitution,  commodore  Elliot,  ar- 
rived in  Hampton  Rhodes   on   Tuesday,  from   the 
Mediterranean,  and  28  days  from  Madeira. 
List  of  officers  of  the  Constitution. 

Com.  J.  D.  Elliot,  commander-in-chief. 

Win.  Boerum,  esq.,  commander. 

1st  lieut.  Oscar  Bullus. 

2d     do     Charles  H.  McBlair. 

3d     do      Henry  A.  Steele. 

4th   do     Henry  Darcantel. 

5th   do     Percival  Drayton. 

6th  do     Bushrod  W.  Hunter. 

Acting  master,  Wm.  J.  Muse. 

2d     do     do       Wm.  S.Ringgold. 

Fleet  surgeon,  B.  Washington. 

Surgeon,  Samuel  Barrington. 

Purser,  J.  N.  Hambleton. 

Lieutenant  of  marines,  J.  L.  C.  Hardy. 

Commodore's  secretary,  Thomas  Wells. 

Assistant  surgeon,  D.  C.  McLcod. 

Passed  midshipmen,  E.  Middleton,  D.  F.  Dulany. 

Midshipmen,  J.  B.  Carter,  E.  C.  Anderson,  A. 
H.  Jenkins,  E.  E.  Rogers,  C.  E.  Fleming,  Charles 
Wager,  W.C.  B.  F.  Porter. 

Boatswain,  Robert  Whitaker. 

Gunner,  Thomas  Riley. 

Carpenter,  Francis  Sague. 

Sailmaker,  N.  C.  L'Hommedieu. 

Passengers,  passed  midshipman  James  L.  Heap, 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Kuhn,  Mahon. 

Death  of  judge  Bruyn.  The  Albany  Argus 
announces  the  death,  by  consumption,  of  the  hon. 
Andrew  D.  W.  Bruyn,  member  of  congress  from 
the  district  composed  of  Tioga  and  Tomkins  coun- 
ties, in  this  state.  Judge  B.  was  a  friend  of  the 
national  and  state  administration.  "He  has  filled" 
says  the  Argus,  "several  official  stations  with  high 
credit  to  himself,  and  advantageously  to  the  public 
interests;  and  in  all  his  relations,  as  a  citizen,  in 
judicial  or  legislative  life,  and  among  his  family  and 
friends,  he  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  personal 
worth,  and  for  an  exemplary  rectitude  of  life  and 
character."  [Journal  of  Commerce. 

From  Canada.  Col.  Moreau  was  tried  by  jury 
at  Niagara,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  on 
the  30th  August,  when  30  more  will  be  tried. 

George  Cooley,  an  American,  was  tried  and  con- 
victed of  treason. 

The  Montreal  papers  contradict  the  report  that 
lord  Durham  had  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a 
union  of  the  province. 

It  is  said  that  lord  Durham  has  recommended  the 
British  government  to  loan  250,000/.  to  the  Wel- 
lend  canal,  and  250,000/.  for  the  improvement  of 
the  6t.  Lawrence.  A  regiment  of  Highlanders  ar- 
rived at  Quebec  on  the  24th;  they  appeared  in  their 
national  uniform,  and  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention. 

IVuvy  Island.  A  corps  of  Woodcutters  is  now 
busily  engaged  in  clearing  Navy  Island  of  its  tim- 
ber. This  is  done  we  presume,  in  order  to  prevent 
trouble  which  might  arise  from  its  future  occupa- 
tion by  a  hostile  or  insurgent  force.  The  island  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  river,  and  would 
make  a  most  delightful  farm,  being  easy  of  access, 
of  surpassing  ferfilily,  and  commanding  a  view  not 
exceeded  in  grandeur  by  any  in  the  world.  It 
covers  an  area  of  about  .300  acres,  and  could  have 
been  purchased  of  the  British  government  last 
year  for  a  mere  song,  but  now  probably  could  not 
be  bought  at  any  price.  [Buffalo  Com.  Mv. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  Advices  to  the  3d  of 
June  were  received  at  New  York  on  Tuesday,  by 
the  arrival  of  the  ship  Nile.  General  Alvcar,  Beu- 
nos  Ayrean  Minister  to  the  United  States,  came 
passenger  in  the  Nile.  Captain  Hepburn  inlbrms 
lis  that  governor  Rosas  had  called  a  special  session 
of  congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
their  differences  with  France,  and  the  blockade  of 
the  port  by  a  French  squadron.  It  was  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  when  he  left,  that  congress  would  re- 
commend an  immediate  declaration  of  war. 
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It  was  generally  believed  at  Buenos  Ayers  that 
a  declaration  of  war  against  France  would  follow. 
Tlie  Xile  has  brought  out  as  passengers,  gen.  Al- 
vear,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Buenos  Ayres 
to  the  United  States,  and  his  son. 

By  way  of  inducement  to  foreigners  to  run  the 
hazard  of  the  blockade,  a  reduction  of  duties,  equal 
to  33  1-3  per  cent.,  has  been  declared  on  all  goods 
imported  either  by  land  or  water. 

From  Mexico.  The  United  Slates  sloop  war 
y'andalia  has  arrived  at  Pensacola  from  a  cruise  of 
seventy-four  days  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the 
coast  of  Te.\as,  having  visited  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico, 
Matamoras,  and  Galveston. 

The  ports  of  Mexico  were  very  closely  watched 
by  the  French  cruisers.  The  contemplated  attack 
on  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  has  for  the  pre- 
sent been  abandoned,  the  baron  Defiudis,  the 
French  minister,  having  sailed  for  France.  Ves- 
sels from  the  United  States  and  Cuba  will  not  be 
warned  olF  before  being  subject  to  capture,  a  su(H- 
cient  time  having  elapsed  for  the  blockade  to  be- 
come known. 

Commoilore  BazoelC;  in  the  frigate  L'Herniinee, 
is  at  anchor  under  the  island  of  Sacrificios;  and  one 
brig  and  two  schooners,  and  the  frigate's  laujiches, 
are  criiising  close  in  with  the  shoals,  and  frequejilly 
within  musket-shot  of  the  castle.  One  brig  is  olf 
Alvarado,  which  port  was  opened  on  the  ISlh  of 
May  by  the  Me,\ican  government.  The  cruisers 
otf  Tampico  and  Matacnoras  lay  at  anchor  close  in 
with  the  harbor,  and  other  vessels  are  cruising  along 
the  coast  between  these  ports. 

All  appeared  quiet  in  Texas.  The  British  pack- 
et, which  sailed  Irom  Vera  Cruz  on  the  27th  of 
May,  had  been  detained  a  week  after  the  regular 
day  of  sailing,  at  the  request  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  a  request 
to  the  British  government  to  become  mediator  be- 
tween the  French  and  Mexican  goverriments.  The  i 
best  feelings  have  thus  far  been  kept  up  be- 
tween the  French  squadron  and  our  own.  While 
the  Vandalia  lay  under  Sacrificios,  the  French  and  | 
American  officers  were  in  the  constant  reciproca- 
tion of  services  and  courtesies.     [2V.  0.  Bulletin. 

The  Washington  Globe  states  that  information 
has  leached  the  department  of  state,  of  a  decree 
having  been  issued  by  the  Mexican  government  on 
the  17lh  of  May  last,  opening  to  foreign  commerce 
the  ports  of  Alvarado,  Puxpan,  Cabo  Rojo,  Soto  la 
Marina,  and  Isia  del  Carmen,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico; and  Huatuico  and  Manzanillo  on  the  Pacific; 
the  former  from  the  15th  of  June,  and  the  latter 
from  the  15th  of  July. 

Chili.  From  the  Globe  of  Wednesday  night.  In- 
formation has  reached  the  department  of  state,  from 
the  charge  d'alfaires  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago 
de  Chile,  of  the  Chilean  government  having  decreed 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Callao,  Chorillas,  and 
Ancon,  from  the  ISth  of  April  last.  The  com- 
mencement of  the  blockade  was  subsequently  put 
off  to  the  251h,  and  on  the  19tli,  five  ChileaLi  ves- 
sels of  war  sailed  from  Valparaiso,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  decree  intoetiect. 

From  Texas.  The  editors  of  the  Xew  Orleans 
Commercial  Bulletin  have  received  Texas  papers 
to  the  20th  ult.  Things  remained  quiet,  and  no  im- 
portant event  had  tianspired  in  the  country.  The 
newspapers  were  chielly  occupied  in  canvassing 
the  merits  of  the  respective  candidates  for  the  pre- 
sidency and  vice  presidency.  The  death  of  the 
hon.  James  Collingsworth,  chief  justice  of  Texas, 
is  mentioned.  The  bar  had  a  meeting  at  Houston, 
to  express  their  esteem  for  his  character,  and  re- 
gret for  the  bereavement  the  public  sustained  by 
his  decease. 

The  Mexicans,  driven  by  stress  of  blockade,  have 
taken  possession  of  Corpus  Christi,  where  goods 
and  supplies  are  l.mded  and  forwarded  to  the  inte- 
rior. In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  an  ex- 
press had  been  forwarded  to  the  president  at  Na- 
cogdoches. In  taking  possession  of  this  place,  the 
Mexicans  will,  to  some  extent,  evade  the  blockade 
of  their  ports  by  France.  The  Texans  appear  to 
be  very  much  e.'iosperated  at  this  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities, and  talk  loudly  of  marching  to  Metamoras. 
Public  meetings  had  been  held  at  Brazoria  and 
Matagorda,  where  resolutions  were  passed  to  raise 
a  volunteer  force  to  be  forthwith  put  in  motion 
against  Metamoras,  should  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment not  be  adverse  to  the  proposed  measure. 
The  feelings  of  the  people  have  been  greatly  irrita- 
ted, by  depredations  committed  on  the  frontier  by 
the  Mexicans.  A  company  of  two  hundred  recent- 
ly entered  Goliad,  aiul  stole  all  the  horses  and 
mules  aboutthe  place.  On  their  retreat  they  over- 
took seven  wagons,  loaded  with  merchandize,  which 


they  pillaged,  killing  one  driver  and  wounding  ano- 
ther. The  value  of  the  goods  amounted  to  several 
thousand  dollars.  President  Houston  is  severely 
censured  lor  his  supineness.  Congress  had  appro- 
priated -joOjOOO  for  the  equipment  and  sustenance  of 
a  body  ol  cavalry;  but  the  fii-st  dragoon  has  not  been 
enlisted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  It  is 
stated,  also,  that  the  Camanchees  ,".re  becoming 
hostile,  having  killed  a  Mr.  Campbell  on  the  Uio 
Frio  and  sloleii  a  number  of  horses  from  the  Ran- 
cheros,  near  Bexar.  Two  or  three  parties  of  traders 
who  lelX  that  place  several  weeks  since  for  the  Ca- 
manchce  villages  have  not  returned  since,  and  many 
suppose  that  they  have  been  killed  or  made  pri- 
soners. 

H.WA.NA.  The  following  letter  is  published  in  a 
Charleston,  S.  C.  pajiei: 

Havunu,  July  14.  Of  course  ere  this  you  are 
aware  of  Tacon  having  left  us;  he  has  been  suc- 
ceeded in  the  governorship  of  the  island  by  Espe- 
Iita,  a  fine  man,  but  without  the  firmness  of  the 
former.  However,  things  go  on  pretty  well.  We 
shall  shortly  have  all  the  church  property  put  up 
for  sale.  Commissioners  are  now  arranging  the 
alfairs  of  our  old  friars,  in  a  way  not  at  all  satis- 
factory to  those  pious  men. 

The  ncce.-sities  of  the  government  at  Madiid,for 
the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  civil  war,  have 
compelled  them  "to  levy  a  subsidy  on  this  island,  for 
.$2,500,000,  but  how  it  is  to  be  raised  is  not  yet  de- 
tcimincd,  meanwhile  drafts  for  the  whole  amount 
have  been  sold  to  Rothschild  Si  Son,  London,  hy 
the  treasury  of  Madrid,  on  the  treasury  of  this 
place,  but  alas  the  money  as  yet  is  "non  est  inven- 
tus." The  intendant  here,  in  order  to  meet  them, 
has  tried  to  raise  a  public  loan,  offering  thirteen 
per  centum  per  annum  interest,  and  giving  as  gua- 
rantee, the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Juan  Fernandes 
and  other  security;  but  there  is  no  public  confi- 
dence, and  he  found  that  in  all  the  island  he  could 
not  get  oilers  for  more  than  $20,000  even  on  these 
conditions;  the  consequence  is  money  is  scarce 
with  tiie  government,  and  the  progress  of  the  rail 
road  is  stopped,  and  contractors  and  agents,  who 
have  been  expressly  sent  for  from  England,  are 
turned  adrift  without  a  moment's  warning. 

The  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury  has  re- 
ceived the  following  account  of  the  celebration  of 
the  late  anniversary  by  the  American  residents  at 
Havana. 

Havana,  4th  July,  IS38. 

Pursuant  to  previous  arrangements,  the  Anieri- 
can  residents  in  the  city  of  Havana,  met  to  cele- 
brate the  anniversary  of  their  nationallndependence, 
and  partook  of  a  dinner  prepared  for  the  occasion 
by  Mr.  Butts  of  the  Union  hotel. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  chooiing  the  Ibl- 
lowing  gentlemen  as  officers: 

Col.  O.  H.  Throop,  president. 

Dr.  E.  D.  G.  Bumstead,  1st  vice  president. 

M.  Ant'o.  Herrera,  2d  vice  president. 

H.  A.  Gibson,  secretary. 

After  a  short,  but  pithy  address  from  the  presi- 
dent, the  Declaration  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  was  read  by  M.  A.  Herrera,  of  Flo- 
rida, 2d  vice  president;  after  which  the  company 
partook  of  the  luxuries  with  which  the  boards 
were  profusely  loaded,  and  blest  the  host  for  the 
excellency  of  the  repast. 

Among  the  toasts  drunk  on  the  occasion  were 
the  following— 

By  Dr.  Bumstead — The  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States — Though 
no  longer  in  the  land  of  the  living,  the  remembrance 
of  their  glorious  deeds  will  ever  teach  the  Ameri- 
cans what  industry  and  perseverance  can  effect 
under  tlie  most  desponding  circumstances. 

By  M.  Anto.  Herrera,  esq. — 'The  American  and 
Spanish  flags.' — May  the  friendship  existing  be- 
tween the  two  flags  still  continue,  and  may  they 
long  waive  as  emblems  of  peace  and  intercourse 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  ste.\meoat  Washington.  From  the 
Poughkeepsie,  ('j.V.  Y.)  Journal.  We  prefer  to  give 
the  Following  unvarnished  tale  in  the  words  of  the 
writer  himself,  as  they  very  forcibly  convey  to  the 
reader  a  knowledge  of  facts  with  which  the  public 
should  be  fully  acquainted.  It  always  happens, 
when  steamboat  disasters  occur,  that  some  will  be 
found  who  will  lend  their  aid  to  screen  the  captain 
or  engineer  from  the  censure  he  deserves — though 
we  believe  that  very  few  indeed  are  the  instances 
where  those  who  have  charge  of  the  boat  are  blame- 
less. All  or  nearly  all  of  the  recent  steamboat 
calamities  are  chargeable  to  gross  negligence,  or 
what  is  worse,  to  palpable  mismanagement.  With 
the  writer  of  the  account  which  we  give  below,  we 
are  not  personally  acquainted,  nor  are  we  particu- 


larly conversant  with  the  statements  in  relation  to 
the  burning  of  the  Washington,  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  given  to  the  public,  but  we  would  take 
occasion  to  remark,  that  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Lown  bears  on  its  face  the  impression  of  truth — 
and  is  particularly  worthy  of  attention,  Cuming  as 
it  does,  from  one  who  had  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  actually  occurred, 
jf'o  the  editor  of  the  Journal: 

Sir — I  have' just  returned  to  Red  Hook.  I  was  a 
passenger  in  the  steamboat  George  Washington,  at 
the  time  of  thu  disaster,  together  with  my  wife  and 
family.  We  lost  five  children,  and  my  wife  was 
burned  so  that  we  could  not  move  her  for  some  days. 
We  remained  at  Silver  Creek.  I  think  I  should  say 
nothing  about  the  afiair  of  the  Washinglon,  but  I 
have  seen  so  many  statements,  without  truth,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  say  something.  Some  papers  slate 
that  there  is  no  blame  laid  to  the  captain.  That, 
sir,  is  the  captain's  statement,  and  he  has  got  a  few 
of  the  cabin  passengers  to  enter  their  names  to  it. — 
I  kiiow  that  they  were  driving  the  bout  with  all 
possible  speed.  There  was  a  passenger  on  board 
who  told  the  captain  he  would  pay  him  one  linndred 
dollars  to  drive  the  beat  all  he  could  and  not  land 
at  any  other  port.  That  was  immediately  alter 
landing  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  He  had  passengers  to 
land  at  Erie  and  Dunkirk.  In  my  presence  ho  told 
these  passeiigers  he  would  refund  their  money,  board 
them,  and  pay  their  fare  back  to  their  respective 
landings.     He  did  not  land  at  either  place. 

The  captain  also  says  "the  wheel  ropes  were 
burned  olf  and  she  became  unmanageable."  That 
is  not  true.  The  boat  was  stopped  one  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  before  the  fire  broke  out  on  deck. 
At  the  time  she  stopped,  she  had  twenty  inches  of 
steam  on  her.  The  engineer  was  a  young  man  just 
married.  His  wife  was  on  board.  She  said  her  hus- 
band stopped  the  boat  to  send  her  ashore  in  the  yawl, 
so  that  she  might  be  saved.  The  boat  was  hoisted 
out,  and  in  lowering  they  filled  her  with  water,  and 
were  fifty  minutes  in  bailing  her.  He  never  tried 
to  start  her  after  that.  The  captain  and  all  the  crew 
left  the  boat,  and  did  not  leave  a  man  on  board  to 
take  charge  of  her.  The  passengers  were  left  to  do 
the  best  they  could  for  themselves.  He  also  says 
"there  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  lost.'  There 
were  from  fifty  to  sixty  to  my  certain  knowledge. 
The  man  who  offered  the  captain  the  one  hundred 
dollars,  lives  in  Genessee,  Genessee  county.  New 
York.  I  do  not  remember  his  name.  This  was  on 
Friday,  and  on  Monday  he  had  a  suit  in  couit,  and 
said  it  would  be  five  thousand  dollars  damage  if  he 
could  not  be  there  in  time. 

I  saved  myself  by  swimming  three  miles  with  a 
child  three  years  oid.  My  wife  also  jumped  over 
board  wilh  a  child  in  her  arms.  The  child  was 
drowned  but  floated  on  the  water  forty  minules,  and 
was  taken  inio  the  boat. 

I  wish  you  would  write  out  my  statement  as  it 
should  be  and  publish  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

William  Low.v. 

ned  Hook,  June  15,  1838. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Biddle.  The  following 
letter  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Biddle  to  the  town 
council  of  Reading,  Pa. 

"  Bank  of  the  United  States,  June,  22,  183S. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  requesting  from  this 
bank  a  loan,  for  three  years,  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  in  silver,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the 
notes  issued  by  the  boroiiijh  of  Reading,  for  sums 
less  than  one  dollar.  The  board  of  directors  ap- 
prove entirely  of  the  object  of  the  loan,  and  were 
disposed  to  grant  it  Willi  pleasure,  when  they  re- 
ceived a  published  remonstrance  against  it  by  the 
"  committee  of  safety  of  the  borough  of  Reading," 
who  declare  that  "  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
loan  could  have  been  intended  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  sell  the  town  to  the  said  bank,  and  to  put 
our  citizens  and  their  posterity  into  the  power  of 
the  Philadelphia  money  king."  I  am  sure  that  the 
worthy  members  of  the  committee  of  safely  will, 
on  reflection,  perceive  that  they  have  been  misled 
by  their  zeal  in  ascribing  to  the  town  council  a  de- 
sign to  sell  their  constituents,  or  to  the  bank  the 
least  desire  to  make  such  an  acquisition;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  Rea- 
ding are  wholly  incapable  of  being  influenced  by 
the  sordid  motives  ascribed  to  them.  Nevertheless, 
as  there  seems  to  be  so  much  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure, and  as  its  adoption  may  give  alarm  to  a  por- 
tion of  your  community,  it  is  deemed  most  proper 
to  decline  the  proposed  loan. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Nicholas  Biddle,  president. 

Letter  from  the  mayor  of  Bristol.  The 
New  York  Express  contains  the  following: 
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We  take  great  pleasure  in  publishing  the  fol- 
lowing Irom  the  ancient  city  of  Bristol,  communi- 
cated to  the  mayor  of  New  York.  With  Bristol 
were  nianv  ol  the  earliest  coaimercial  associations 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  it  will  give  all  per- 
sons great  pleasure  to  renew  them. 

Bristol,  SIh  June,  IS38. 

Sir:  As  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  I  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  tiansmilting  you  copies  of  cer- 
tain resolutions,  passed  nnanunously  at  a  very  nu- 
merous meeting  of  the  merchants  of  this  city,  held 
at  our  Guildhall  yesterday,  at  which  I  was  called 
upon  to  fake  the  chair. 

That  the  feelings  of  cordiality  and  affection  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  which  the  success  of  the 
late  enterprize  has  manifested,  may  continue  and 
increase,  is  the  proudest  wish  of 

Sir,  your  most  obudient  servant, 

Joii.v  Neile  Habebfield. 


Resolved,  Is/.  That  this  city  hails  with  delight 
the  opening  of  steam  communicntion  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  the  certain  means  of  drawing  closer  the  intima- 
cy, and  of  promoting  the  prosperity  and  happiness, 
of  both  countries. 

2d.  That  whilst  justly  proud  of  having  been  the 
port  in  which  this  mode  of  connection  between  the 
old  and  new  woild  has  taken  its  rise,  Bristol  is 
deeply  sensible  that  the  signal  success  other  enter- 
prize is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  warm  feeling 
with  which  its  accomplishment  was  received  on 
the  shores  of  America,  and  this  city  most  grate- 
fully and  eagerly  acknowledges  the  generous  kind- 
ness and  splendid  hospitalities  showered  upon  the 
"Great  Western"  by  the  government,  the  civic 
authorities,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States." 

St.vte  elections,  a  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  E.  Post  has  the  following  memoranda 
of  elections  tor  members  to  take  place  during  the 
present  year: 

IVlissouii  elects  two,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Aug. 
Illinois  three,  on  the  same  day;  Vermont  five,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  September;  Maine  eight,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  the  same  month;  Georgia  nine, 
on  the  first  iVlonday  in  October;  Arkansas  one,  on 
the  same  day;  South  Carolina  nine,  on  the  second 
Monday  in  October;  New  Jersey  si.x,  on  the  second 
Tu'^sday  in  October;  Ohio  nineteen,  on  the  same 
day;  New  York  forty,  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember; Massachusetts  twelve  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  November,  and  Delaware  one,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  the  same  month.  (This  list  is  not 
complete.) 

The  congressional  terras  of  the  following  sena- 
tors will  ex'pire  on  tlie  4tn  Mirch.  1839:  Benjamin 
Swilt  of  Vermont,  whig;  Daniel  Webster  of  Mass. 
do;  Asher  Robins  of  Rhode  Island,  do;  S  L.  South- 
ard of  New  Jersey;  do;  Samuel  Mc  Kean  of  Penn. 
do;  Richard  H.  Bayard  of  Delaware,  do;  William 
D.   Merrick,  of  Maryland,  do;   John  M.  Niles,  of 

Connecticut,  Van  Buren; Trotter,   of  Miss. 

do,  Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  do;  Thomas  Mor- 
ris, of  Ohio,  do;  John  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  do.  and 
Thomas  Hart  Benlon,  of  Missouri,  do;  N.  P.  Tall- 
rnadge,  of  New  York,  conservative;  and  Wm.  C 
Rives,  of  Virginia,  do. 

General  elections  for  members  of  the  state  legis- 
latures, governors,  kc.  will  also  be  held  in  the  fol- 
lowing states,  viz: 

Ilfniis,      i 

Indiana,    ;■      fiist  Monday  in  August. 

Missouri,  5 

North  Corotina.  The  elections  for  governor  and 
the  state  legislature,  take  place,  as  follows: 

For  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Granville,  Warren, 
Nish,  Edgecomb,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Washington, 
Hyde,  and  Tyrrell,  on  Thursday,  July,  26. 

Far  the  cointies  of  Johnston,  Wayne.  Lenor, 
Craven,  Carteret,  Jones  and  Greene,  on  Thursday, 
A'igust  2. 

In  all  III'  oilier  counties,  on  the  general  election 
day  Thursday,  .'higust  9. 

Tennessee,    )      ,  ,  t,.       j       •      v  i 

Kentuckv,     I      1st  Thursday  ,n  August. 

Vermont — first  Tuesday  in  Septembir. 
Maine — second  Monday  in  September. 
Georgia,  Ist  Monday  in  October. 
Maryland,  1st  Wednesday  in  October. 
South  Ctrolina,  2d  Monday  in  October. 
New  Jersey,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 
Pennsylvania,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 
Ohio,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

Newytkl'      S    1st  Monday  iu  November. 
Mass.ichfisetts,  2d  Monday  in  November. 
Delaware,  2d  Tntsday  In  November. 
Arkansas,  1st  Monday  in  November. 


Mr.  Maelzel.  We  see  that  Mr.  Maelzel, 
whose  fame  is  connected  with  the  re-production  of 
the  automaton  chess  player,  died  recently,  on  his 
passage  from  Havana  to  this  city.  His  ingenuity 
seemed  to  breathe  life  and  thought  into  the  works 
of  his  own  hand,  but  it  could  not  retain  the  breath 
of  his  own  nostrils;  and  the  kindly  smile  that  he 
had  for  children,  will  be  no  more  lighted  on  earth; 
and  the  furrow  of  thought  that  marked  his  brow 
as  he  inspected  the  movements  of  the  famous 
Turk,  will  no  more  convey  intelligence — he  has 
gone,  wp  hope  where  the  music  of  his  harinonl- 
cons  will  be  exceeded,  but  his  body  will  rest  be- 
neath the  blue  waves  of  the  Atlantic  till  the  "last 
trumpet"  shall  sound  for  the  convocation  of  quick 
and  dead, — Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazelle. 

Death  of  a  veteran.  Died,  in  Whitley  coun- 
ty, (Ky.)  on  the  30th  June  last,  captain  Charles 
Galliff,  aged  about  90  years. 

Captain  Gatlitf  was  an  early  adventurer  in  Ken- 
tucky. In  1779,  he  settled  with  his  family  in  Lo- 
gan's station;  he  shortly  after  assisted  in  erecting 
Riddle's  station,  upon  Hingston;  joined  captain 
Hagan,  and  served  upon  the  expedition  command- 
ed by  colonel  Bowman  against  the  Shawnees,  on 
LiftleMiami;  they  were  delVafed  at  Chilicothe. 

In  1780,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  Martin's 
station,  which  was  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
British  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Bird,  of  Detroit,  and  the  inhabitants  taken  priso- 
ners; bis  family,  a  wife  and  lour  children,  were  la- 
ken.  He  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
and  on  his  return,  joined  to  serve  under  colonel 
Clark,  being  the  second  expedition  from  Kentucky, 
He  was  appointed  a  spy  and  pilot  for  the  army  by 
colonel  Logan,  had  a  battle  at  Pickaway  and  re- 
turned. He  then  took  command  of  Bryant's  Sta- 
tion, and  after  some  short  time,  he  was  appointed 
a  spy  to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  British  and 
Indians  at  Limestone.  Alter  he  returned,  relin- 
quished all  military  service,  and  went  to  Virginia, 
iu  company  with  colonel  Logan  and  colonel  Daniel 
Booue.  He  returned  in  the  spring  of  1781.  Went 
to  Virginia  the  fall  following.  In  1793  he  received 
intelligence  of  his  family  returning  from  captivity 
He  met  them  below  Staunton,  and  returned  with 
them  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Baughman's  sta 
fion.  In  17.86,  he  was  appointed  a  s'py  and  pilot 
by  colonel  Logan,  in  which  capacity  he  went 
against  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  combined. 
In  1788,  he  commanded  as  spy  against  the  Creeks. 
In  1790,  he  served  as  spy  and  pilot  for  Harmer's 
campaign  against  the  combined  hostile  tribes  col- 
lected on  the  Miami  of  the  lakes,  at  the  junction 
of  the  St,  Joseph's  and  St,  Mary's;  during  this  ex 
pedition  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  pio 
neers;  they  had  a  severe  engagement  with  a  loss 
of  half  their  men  killed,  in  which  he  received  a 
wound  in  the  left  shoulder;  thence  marched  to 
Cincinnati  and  was  disbanded.  He  served  in  all 
the  campaigns  ever  raised  in  Kentucky,  with  the 
exception  of  general  Clark's,  at  the  Blue  Licks,  in 
1782,  He  was  in  four  general  engagements.  The 
different  skirmishes  with  Indians  is  not  known 
He  was  a  man  of  rare  qualities;  fond  of  the  chase 
The  Indians  viewed  him  as  a  deadly  enemy  whom 
they  never  could  surprise.  He  was  of  a  penefra 
ting  mind,  matdv,  hospitable  and  kind,  and  died  as 
he  had  lived,  much  esteemed.  a,  c. 

Democratic  Review,  The  U'^xt,  or  ninth 
nun.berof  the  Democratic  Review  will  be  publish 
ed  on  the  1st  of  September,  commencing  the  third 
volume.  The  /(rs(  mimber  o{  the  Democratic  Re- 
view bavins  been  published  in  October,  1837,  in 
advance  of  the  remilar  monthly  issue,  commencinj 
January  1808,  it  becomes  necessary  to  intermit  on 
month's  publication,  so  as  fo  bring  the  usual  serie 
of  twelve  inimbers  within  the  present  year.  Ad 
vantage  will  be  taken  of  this  delay  fo  complete  in 
the  next,  or  Sertember  numbei,  the  "history  of  the 
Lite  session  of  congress,"  execuled  in  the  sam^ 
manner  as  the  "history  of  the  extra  session,"  pub 
lished  in  the  January  and  February  numb  rsofthi 
Democratic  Review, 

gc?-Papers  exchanging  with  the  Democralic  Re 
view  are  requested  fo  copy  the  above. 

Piracy,  Capf,  Cobb,  of  the  ship  Ilibernia,  at 
Nf  w  York  from  Liverpool,  reports  that  on  the  5th 
ulf.  at  4  o'clock  p,  in.  he  spoke  the  brig  Isabella  of 
London,  1.50  days  from  Sydney  N.  S.  Wales,  for 
London;  the  Isabella  the  (lay  previous  had  been 
boarded  by  a  Spanish  piratical  brig  of  8  guns,  full 
of  armed  men:  took  her  spare  sails,  cordage,  can- 
vas and  twine;  also  robbed  the  passengers  and  sea- 
men of  all  their  clothing  and  every  thing  that 
answered  their  purpose;  the  captain  further  informed 
that  on  the  following  morning  he  spoke  the  U,  S, 
sloop  of  war  Cyane,  capt,  Percival,  from  Boston, 


bound   to   the    Mediterranean,    who    immediately 
hauled  up  to  the  south  eastward  in  pursuit  of  her. 

The  New  York  Gazette  contains  the  following 
additional  case  of  piracy.  Captain  Winehenback, 
of  the  brig  Cevlon,  from  Marseilles,  informs  that 
on  the  4th  Julyi  lat  36,  13,  N,  long,  47,  20,  W.  saw 
a  suspicious  looking  schooner  ahead  with  lore  and 
main  topsails,  standing  south,  and  at  hall-past  6,  P. 
M,  she  hoisted  a  Poriuuuese  flag,  and  fired  a  shot 
across  our  bows.  Shortly  after  she  fired  three  more 
guns,when  the  brig  hove  too.  She  came  alongside, 
and  ordered  our  boat  to  come  on  board. 

The  captain  and  two  seamen  got  into  the  boat  and 
went  along  side  the  pirate.  They  immediately 
manned  the  boat  with  five  men,  and  came  on  board 
of  the  Ceylon.  Finding  no  money,  they  took  a  box 
of  wine  belonging  to  the  cargo,  and  what  water  and 
provisions  they  wanted,  and  left  her.  The  brig  had 
on  board  $1500,  which  the  captain  threw  into  a 
cask  of  water  and  saved. 

An-  Austrian  duke  co,ming.  The  editor  of 
the  Boston  Atlas  has  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  the 
frigate  United  States,  dated  Trieste,  May  Sth, 
which  states  that  the  Austrian  government  were 
getting  a  frigate  ready  for  sea,  to  bring  an  arch 
duke  of  Austria  to  this  country.  The  officers  of 
the  United  States  had  been  treated  with  greatest  at- 
tention at  Trieste,  The  United  States  was  to  sail 
for  Corfua  in  a  few  days,  and  afterwards  to  Smyrna, 

West  Point,  In  publishing  the  report  of  the 
board  of  visiters,  we  accidentally  omitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I  concur  in  the  above  report,  except  so  much  33 
commends  the  system  of  moral  instruction,  and 
recommends  that  a  "company"  of  dragoons  be  sta- 
tioned there,  and  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
professor,  who  must  be  a  clersyman, 

J,  D,  Weston,  Ohio. 

Lightning,  More  buildings,  $ic,  were  struck 
with  lightning,  duringthe  extensive  shower  of  B'ri- 
day,July  20th,  than  in  any  previous  shower  within 
our  remembrance.  We  have  already  mentioned 
the  following  casualties  v\hich  occurred,  and  they 
are  doubtless  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  num- 
ber. Of  course,  great  numbers  of  trees  were 
struck,  of  which  iio  mention  is  made  in  the  papers. 
Barns  struck  and  burnt  8 

Houses  struck  9 

Do,  and  burnt  1 

Stack  of  bay  burnt  '        1 

Loco-loco  hickory  pole  struck      :,      .  1 

School-house  struck  1 

Lady  deprived  of  her  shoes  1 

Men  knocked  down  2 

Cows  killed  6 

Oy.en  killed  2 

Horse  killed  1 

Bed  and  bedstead  torn  to  pieces  1 

Boots  unsoled  2 

Boot-leg  torn  open  1 

Man  rendered  totally  blind  1 

Panes  of  glass  broken  by  hail  1000, 

It  is  remarkably  that  every  barn  reported  as 
struck,  was  burnt;  while  only  one  house  was 
burnt,  out  of  ten  struck.  This  fuct  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  reason  of  the  combustible  mate- 
rials with  wliich  barns  are  generally  filled.  Not 
a  single  human  life  is  known  to  have  been  lost, 
although  nine  of  the  houses  struck  were  inhabited, 
[Vfu'  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  Phii-adei.phia  Museum,  It  is  too  often 
the  case  that  objects  of  interest  within  our  re,ich, 
do  not  receive  the  notice  to  which  they  are  entiiled. 
When  they  are  permanent,  and  can  be  seen  at  any 
time,  a  portion  of  the  public  at  least  are  apt  to  be 
so  far  indilTerent  about  the  matter,  as  to  register  it 
in  memory  as  something  to  be  attended  to  hereafter; 
and  thus,  strangers,  on  a  visit  of  inspeclion.  Ire- 
qutlitiv  become  better  acquainted  with  the  actual 
curiosities  of  a  place,  than  many  of  its  inhabitants, 
aiul  it  often  occurs  that  this  species  of  knowledge 
about  home  affairs  is  chiefly  gained  by  the  resident 
of  a  great  city  in  playing  the  part  of  a  cicerone  to 
his  friends  from  other  places.  In  many  instances 
perhaps  this  indiiferrnce  is  excusable,  but  if  would 
argue  a  great  lack  of  creditable  pride  as  fo  the  cha- 
racter of  our  city,  if  it  w  ere  manifest  in  reference  to 
the  Philadelphia  museum  in  its  new  location.  In 
any  other  great  town,  such  an  establishment  would 
be  a  matter  for  continued  boasting,  and  certainly  it 
affords  cause  enough  for  in<lHlgence  ill  that  respect. 

The  collection  composing  this  museum,  the  re- 
sult chiefly  of  indiiidiial  enterprise  and  untiring 
energy  on  the  part  of  the  late  venerable  Mr,  Peale, 
is  well  known  as  by  far  the  largest  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  in  some  respects  richer  and   better 
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selected  than  the  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  Here- 
tolore,  it  lias  never  buen  so  placed  as  to  be  exiiibit- 
ed  to  advantage,  neittier  the  State  House  nor  the 
arcarle  being  adapted  to  the  purpose;  but  now  it  is 
contained  in  a  new  and  magnificent  structure,  dis- 
playing it  in  an  admirable  manner,  while  the  build- 
ing itsell  is  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
Worlis  ol  this  character  are  generally  constructed 
in  America  under  the  dictates  nt  a  niggardly  spirit. 
It  is  the  practice  where  science  and  the  liberal  arts 
are  concerned,  to  be  content  with  sonietliing  that 
is  said  to  "do  well  enough"  without  regard  Fo  the 
future.  But  the  new  inuseuin  is  not  ot  this  cha- 
racter. Tile  gentlemen  at  whose  cost  it  was  erect- 
ed, have  entered  into  the  matter  with  the  proper 
disposiiion,  and  their  liberal  views  have  been  amy 
seconded  bv  Mr.  llolden,  the  architect  of  the  build- 
ing. 

The  edifice  is  two  hundred  and  forty  feel  in 
length,  by  seventy  in  breadth.  The  great  saloon 
occupying  the  second  story,  is  of  these  dimensions, 
ot  course  deducting  the  thickness  of  the  walls;  and 
its  immense  size,  with  the  taste  of  its  arrangements, 
and  beauty  ol  embellishment,  will  of  itself  abun- 
dantly reward  the  spectator  lor  his  visit.  Nothing 
at  all  comparable  to  it,  is  to  be  found  in  the  union. 
It  is  lighted  by  very  large  windows  extending  from 
the  floor  to  the  ceiling,  and  a  spacious  gallery  pass- 
es round  it.  The  cases  are  so  placed  as  to  be  ex 
amined  with  ease  and  comfort,  leaving  the  great 
promenade  without  the  slightest  interruption  to  its 
majestic  .sweep,  except  the  pedestal  u[ion  which  the 
enormous  skeleton  of  the  maminotli  is  mounted. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  hall,  the  wall  is  covered  with 
a  beautiful  oriental  scene  painted  by  Russell  Smith, 
at  the  loot  of  which,  within  a  railing,  the  elephant 
and  rhinoceros  are  placed,  as  if  again  sporting  in 
their  native  jungles.  The  cases  containing  the 
other  stutied  animals  have  likewise  an  appropriate 
scene  painted  at  the  back,  adding  materially  to  the 
effect.  The  curiosities  from  various  countries  are 
arranged  according  to  the  geographical  distinctions, 
and  among  them,  few  will  attract  greater  attention 
than  those  connected  with  the  explorations  of  the 
western  wilderness,  the  very  sleds  and  Indian  dresses 
used  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  being  carefully  preserv- 
ed. The  gallery  of  portraits,  consisting  of  upwards 
of  two  hundred  original  likenesses,  is  of  ines;imahle 
value,  giving,  as  it  does,  the  "counterfeit  present- 
ments" of  nearly  all  the  distinguished  warriors  and 
statesmsn  of  the  revolution,  "there  being  no  less 
than  three  portraits  of  Washington,  one  taken  soon 
alter  Braddock's  defeat,  f 


and  was  much  too  large  for  the  head  of  her  present  f  intelligence  and  justice,  give  liiin,  1  beseech  you,  a 
majesty.  The  new  crown  weighs  little  more  than  ',  fair  and  impartial  trial.  In  the  sacred  name  of  jiis- 
3  lbs.  It  is  composed  of  hoops  of  silver,  enclosing  :  tice,  I  entreat  you  make  every  ellort  to  discover  the 
a  cap  of  dceji  blue  velvet;  the  hoops  are  complete-  guilty  mirderer.  and  punish  not,  I  nray  you,  the 
ly  ciuerod  with  precious  stones,  surmounted  with  innocent.  Truth  is  the  first  law  of  Heaven,  let  it 
•    "  ...  ....  .  ...  not,  (1  let  it  not  be  trampled  in  the  dust. 


a  ball,  covered  with  small  diamonds,  and  having  a 
Maltese  cross  ol  brilliants  on  the  top  of  it.     The 
cross  has  in  its  centre  a  splendid  sapphire;  the  rim 
i.i  the  crown  is  clustered  with  brilliants,  and  orna- 
mented with  llenr-de  lisand  Maltese  crosses,  equal 
ly  rich,     in  the  front  of  tl 
is  in  front  of  the  crown, 
shaped  ruby,  once  worn  by  the  chivalrous  Kdward 

the  black    prince.     Beneath   th 

rim,  is  a  large  oblong  sapphire.  1  here  are  many 
other  precious  gems,  emeralds,  rubies,  and  sap- 
phires, and  several  small  clusters  of  ilrop  pearls. 
The  lower  part  of  the  crown  is  surrounded  with 
ermine. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
dirt'erent  jewels  contained  in  the  late  magnificent 
diadem,  the  'queen's  rich  crown,"  an<l  from  which 
the  present  one,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Uumlell 
and  Bridge,  is  composed,  and  which  her  majesty 
wore  on  Thursday: 

Twenty    diamonds    round     the    circle, 
£1,51)0  each,  -  -  -         £30,000 

Two    large  centre  diamonds,   £2,000 
each,  -  .  .  -  - 

Fifty-four  smaller  diamonds,  placed  at 
the  angles  of  the  former. 

Four  crosses,  each  composed  of  twen- 
ty-five diamonds,         .  .  - 

Four  large  diamonds  on  the  tops  of  the 
crosses,  .... 

Twelve  diamonds  contained  in  the  fleur- 
de-lis, 

Eijhteen  smaller  diamonds  contained  in 
the  same,         .... 

Pearls,  diamonds,  8tc.,  on  the  arches  and 
crosses,  .... 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  diamonds  on 
the  mound,     -  .  .  - 

Twenty-six    diamonds    on    the    upper 
cross,  -  -  -  - 

Two  circles  of  pearls  about  the  rim. 


4,000 

200 

12,000 

40,000 

10,000 

2,000 

10,000 

500 

2,000 
300 


Trenton,  and  the  third  while  he  was  president 
number  ot  the   prominent   officers   during   the  last 
war,  both   naval  and    military,  as   well  as  all  other 
celebrated  men,  are  in  this  collection. 

On  the  lower  flooris  another  very  large  room,  in- 
tended for  the  reception  of  Mr.  Dunn's  immense 
collection  of  Cliinese  curiosities,  and  adjoinins  it, 
is  the  lecture  room,  capable  of  accommodating  a 
thousand  persons,  and  so  arranged  that  every  one 
can  have  a  clear  uninterrupted  view  of  the  lecturer 
and  his  experiments. 

Altogether,  this  museum  is  one  of  the  chief  "lions" 
of  Philadelphia;  and  every  one  should  take  occa- 
sion to  pay  it  an  early  visit.  [Peniis>ilvanian. 

Coronation-  items.  "The  prettiest  sight  in 
the  Abbey  was  the  queen's  -body  guard'  of  maids 
ot  honor,  all  dressed  alike,  simply  and  in  good  taste. 
There  were  some  shocking  frights,  male  and  female, 
with  coronets." 

"When  poor  old  lord  Rolle  rolled  down  the  steps 
of  the  throne,  a  -dislinguished  loreigner'  was  told 
that  to  roll  down  the  steps  of  the  throne  at  the  cor- 
onation, was  ttie  feud  d  tenure  by  which  he  held 
his  barony  and  immense  estates.  The  information 
was  gravely  recorded  in  a  note-book." 

"The  queen  (who  went  through  her  part  extreme- ; 
ly  well)  looked  sadly  fatigued  towards  the  close  of 
it;  and  freq  lently  put  her  hand  to  her  head,  as  if 
the  crown  sat  uneasily  on  it." 

The  value  of  the  jewels  on  the  Queen's  crown  is 
estimated  at  £111,000. 

The  present  regalia  of  England  are  not  of  veiy 
remote  antiquity,  for,  in  the  wars  of  king  Charles 
the  first's  reign,  the  former  crowns,  &c.  were  either 
lost,  sold,  or  destroyed;  and  those  which  ar"  now 
used  weie  first  manufactured  for  the  coronation  of 
Charles  the  second.  The  regalia,  collectively 
speaking,  consist  of  five  crowns,  as  many  sceptres. 
four  swords,  two  rings,  one  nolden  orb,  one  pair  of 
golden  spurs,  various  splendid  robes,  and  a  golden 
vessel  and  spoon  for  the  anointing. 

The  crown  in  which  the  queen  appeared  at  the 
coronation  is  exceedingly  cosily  and  elegant:  the 
design  is  much  more  tasteful  than  thatof  the  crown 
of  George  the  fourth  and  William  the  fourth,  whicl 


£111,000 

Notwillistanding   such   an   uncommon    mass  of 

jewelrv,  independent  of  the  gold  velvet  cap,  ermine, 

&c.,  this  crown  weighed  only  19  ounces  10  penny 

Its;  it  measured  seven  inches   in   height  iroin 

other  after  the  battle  ol  I  the  gold  circle  to  the  upper  cross,  and  its  diameter 


at  the  rim  was  five  inches. 


JosnH  Bavlv,  Jr. 
t'ur  IVilliain  Stewart. 
Baltiuioro,  July  1.1,  1838. 

".\nd   it  is   lurthcr   ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the 
Maltese  cross,  wiiich  I  above  be  served  on  Josiah  Baily,  jr.  esq.  on  oi  be- 
enormous   heart-  !  fore  the  said  21st  instant." 

To  which  order,  the  lollowing  answer  of  Josiah 
the  circular!  ^''''y.jr-  ''^'1  ""^  ''''"J  "n  Saturday,  the  2l3t  July, 
There  are   many    183S: 

"III  the  matter  of  Josiah  Baily,  jr.  esq.  Baltimore 
city  court — Rule  to  show  cause  why  attachment 
should  not  issue  against  him." 
The  answerof  Josiah  lijily,  jr.,  to  the  rule  of  this 
court  of  tlic  14th  instant,  to  show  cause  why  an  at- 
tachment should  not  issue  against  him  for  a  con- 
tempt, lor  having  written  and  causiil  to  be  publish- 
ed  in  a  paper  called  the  Sun,  an  adilress  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  dated  the  l3tliof  the  same  month, 
having  relation  to  the  trial  of  a  cause  then  pending 
in  the  said  court,  and  acnpy  of  which  address  makes 
a  part  of  the  said  rule,  respectfully  states  to  the 
court  that  he  admits  the  writing  and  publishing  of 
the  said  address,  and  that  his  sole  design  in  the 
publication,  was  to  subrliie  the  great  popular  pre- 
judice which  ho  was  informed  and  believed,  was 
entertained  a.,ainst  the  accused  William  Stewart, 
and  which  threatened,  if  not  quieted,  to  deprive 
him  of  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  of  the  high  crime 
of  which  he  stands  charged  in  this  court.  This  re- 
pondi  nt  has  seen  some,  an<l  he  had  heard  of  other 
statements  in  the  press  of  this  city,  not  only  pur- 
porting to  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending and  following  the  murder  of  Benjamin 
Stewart,  but  expressing  in  decided  terms  an  opin- 
ion of  the  guilt  of  his  client,  and  he  had  witnessed 
with  alarm,  (he  believing  as  he  then  did,  and  now 
does,  in  the  innocence  ol  his  client,)  the  great  ex- 
citement produced  by  these  statements,  upon  the 
public  mind. 

As  far  as  he  was  or  is  yet  advised,  these  publica- 
tions were  allowed  to  pass  without  judicial  cen- 
sure, and  in  his  ellort,  now  made  the  subject  of  the 
present  rule,  to  arrest  this  excitement,  and  produce 
a  condition  of  quiet  in  the  popular  feeling,  he  sup- 
posed, so  far  Irom  interfering  illegally  with  the 
course  of  public  justice,  he  was  only  efoing  an  act 
which  was  alike  demanded  by  professional  duty 
and  common  humanity.  If,  however,  the  law  has 
been  violated  by  his  publication,  which  however, 
he  by  no  means  admits,  and  in  his  opinion  he  has 
the  sanction  of  other  counsels  than  his  ov\n,  he  owes 
it  not  less  to  himself  than  to  this  court  to  say,  that 
liis  error  has  been  one  ol  opinion  and  not  of  inten- 
tion; for  be  gives  this  court  to  be  informrd  that  in 
the  publication  complained  of  in  the  rule,  he  had 
no  idea  of  committing  a  contempt  of  this  court,  or 
in  any  way  influencing  tlic  adminisiratinn  of  justice 
in  the  trial  of  the  case  referred  to  against  said  Wil- 
liam Stewart,  or  in  any  other  particular,  and  he 
(nays  therefore  to  be  hence  dismissid. 

Reverpv  Johnson, 

Attorney  fur  respondent. 
Sworn  to  in  open  court,  by  respondent,  this  2Ist 
July,  1838. 

Test,  W.M.  M.  Medcalfe, 

Ctcrk  Baltimore  city  court. 


CASE  OF  CONTEMPT. 

REPORTED  FOR  THE  RALTIMORE   PATRIOT. 

lialtimore  City  Court. 
The  court  on  Saturday  July  \Atl\,  1S3S,  passed  the 
following;  order: 
'•Baltimore  City  Court,  July  14, 18.38. 

"On  motion  of  the  attorney  for  the  state,  it  is  or 
dered  that  Josiah  Baily, jr.  esq.  a  niemberof  the  bar 
of  this  court,  show  cause  on  the  21st  day  of  July 
instant,  why  attachment  should  not  issue  against 
him  for  contempt,  for  having  written  and  caused  to 
be  published  in  a  paper  called  the  Sun,  the  follow- 
ing address  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  having  re- 
lation to  the  trial  of  a  cause  now  depending  in  this 
court,  end  bearing  date  13th  July,  instant : 

Gc>- To  the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  In  behalf  of  an 
unfortunate  younir  man,  now  confined  in  the  jail  of 
this  city,  cnarged  with  an  olience,  the  highest 
known  fo  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  I  make  this 
solemn  appeal  to  an  enlightened,  just,  and  humane 
community. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  trial  of  William  Stew- 
art, indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  Jale  father,  Ben- 
jamin Stewart,  has  been  postponed  until  the  next 
term  of  Baltimore  city  court.  I  trust  it  is  also  well 
known,  that  the  accused  was  anxious  fur  an  imme- 
diate trial,  and  was  averse  to  its  posl|ionemeiit.  I 
myself  insisted  that  he  should  not  be  tried  at  this 
time.  I  considered  that  justice  requir.'d  that  the 
excessive  public  indignation  should  subside,  which 
most  unhappily  had  been  enkindled  airainst  him; 
and  I  also  considered  that  time  might  alford  an  op- 
portunity for  the  discoveryof  the  true  author  of  this 
most  dreadful  and  horrid  murder. 

I  am  convinced,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  blood 
stained  murderer  of  Benjamin  Stewart  is  yet  nil- 
suspected  by  this  community.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  fienilish  wolf  is  yet  couched  in  his  den,  undis- 
covered, covered  with  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate 
dead.  I  pray  that  God,  in  his  infinite  justice,  may 
yet  brinuto  light  the  infernal  murderer,  no\if  cloak- 
ed in  darkness,  unknown,  unsuspected,  and  con- 
cealed. 

Citizens  of  Baltimore!  will  you  condemn  this 
has  been  broken  up.  The  old  crown,  made  for  the  young  man,  before  you  know  that  he  is  guilty  ? 
formerofthesemonarchs,  weighed  upwards  of  Tibs.,  I  Citizens  of  the  monumental  city!  far  tamed  for  your  I  complained  of  as   a  contempt  of  court.     He  dis. 


The  court  then  adjourned  over  until  Tuesday 
morning  at  10  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Baily  proceeded 
to  show  cans  ■  against  the  rule.  He  commenced  by 
stating  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  before  the  court.  He  had  been  employ  d 
by  William  Stewart,  as  his  counsel,  to  defend  him 
Irom  the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  him, 
which  was  a  crime  of  the  highest  nature.  When 
he  arrived  in  Baltimore  he  lound  the  greatest  cx- 
ciiement  prevailing  against  his  client— he  was  not 
only  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  lather,  but  also 
with  that  of  his  sisters— the  la'.ter  he  knew  to  be 
utterly  false,  and  believed  the  former  to  be  equally 
so.  ile  had  seen  in  the  public  prints  of  the  city, 
accounts  given  of  the  murder  of  Benjamin  Stewart, 
which  were,  in  his  opinion,  calculated  greatly  to 
prejudice  the  cans- of  his  client.  He  had  frequently 
visited  his  client,  who  always  insisted  upon  an  im- 
mediate trial  of  his  case,  but  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
al'vays  advised  him  against  that  course,  believing 
that  the  excitement  was  so  great  that  he  could  not 
then  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  he  had 
accordingly  applied  for  a  continuance  of  the  cause, 
which  had  been  granted.  He  believed  that  the 
prejudice  which  now  existed  in  the  public  mind 
would  be  allayed,  and  it  was  with  that  view  he 
caused   the  card   to  be   published  which  was  now 
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avowed  any  intention  on  his  part  of  treating  the  [satisfy  tliem,  that  at  least  there  was  a  prima  facie 
court  with  contempt;  on  the  cojitrary,  he  then  liad,  j  case  against  liim,  before  the  indictment  was  found, 
and  still  er.tertaini^d,  for  the  court,  both  individual- ;  The  publication  on  its  face  is  intended,  and  the 
ly  and  collectively,  the  highest  respect — that,  in  all  ]  public  would  so  understand  from  it,  that  the  grand 
his  intercourse  with  them,  he  had  experienced  the  jury  had  acted  without  due  consideration  of  the 
greatest  kindness  and  courtesy.  He  further  said,  case,  and  that  they  had  found  a  bill  against  an  indi- 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  influence,  control  or  vidual  uho  is  asserted  upon  the  authority  of  the 
disturb  the  course  of  justice  by  the  publication,  or '  name  of  Mr.  Baily,  to  be  innocent,  and  he  must  be 
of  prejudicing  the  public  in  lavor  of  his  client.  ;  considered  as  intending,  that  the  public  should  rely 
His  object  was  merely  to  allay  that  excitement  and  ;  upon  his  assertion,  otherwise  the  publication  would 
prejudice  which  he  lully  believed  existed  against ,  be  of  no  service  to  his  client  whatever,  and  would 
him,  that  he  might  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  |  have  no  tendency  to  allay  the  great  excitement  and 
He  maintained  that  the  publication  was  no  con-  '  prejudice  which  he  supposed  existed  against  him, 
tempt,  inasmuch  as  it  was  no  open  insult  to  the  ;' and  the  eHect  of  it,  thereibre,  is  to  bring  the  grand 
"■ '■  """■"' ''  "  "■  "  '  ''     jury  into  disrespect  by  charging  them  with  bei 


court,  or  any  resistance  of  the  power  or  authority 
of  the  court,  or  to  the  individual  members  or  officers 
thereof — nor  had  it  any  tendency  to  create  any  dis- 
regard ol  their  authority,  nor  did  upon  its  face  show 
any  intent  to  obstruct  or  control  the  course  of  pub- 
lic justice,  nor  to  intiuence  the  public  mind  upon  a 
cause  then  depending  before  the  court.  He  consi- 
dered the  question  now  beibre  the  court,  one  of 
great  imfiortance — that  if  the  publication  should  be 
considered  as  contempt,  the  liberty  oi  the  press  was 
at  an  end,  and  the  freedom  of  speech  abolished. 
He  further  said,  that  the  case  of  William  Stewart 
could  not  be  considered  before  the  court,  because 
he  might  at  any  time,  under  the  laws  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state,  have  it  removed  to  some  adjoin- 
ing county  for  trial. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  appeared  as  counsel  for  Mr. 
Baily,  said  that,  with  the  court's  pe.-mission,  he 
would  state  the  propoiiti(uis  for  which  he  meant  to 
contend,  in  reply,  and  give  a  reference  to  the  cases 
upon  which  he  would  rely  to  sustain  them,  in  order 
that  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  upon  them.  The  first  was, 
that  the  publication  upon  its  face,  was  no  contempt. 
2d.  That  if  it  was,  there  being  no  criminal  intent 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Baily  in  making  it,  no  attach- 
ment could  issue. 

He  referred  to  1  Southard's  Reports,  139;  2  John- 
son Com.  Law  Rep.  290;  1  Tidd's  Practice,  487;  5 
Viner's  Abridgment,  443;  5  Term  Rep.  362;  Crolce. 
ch.  146;  22  Serg't  i<c  Lowber,  278;  4  Barnwell  & 
Alderson,  218;  6  Serg't  &  Low,  4U7;  Peck's  trial, 
432;  and  592  Passmore's  case,  there  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Buchanan,  in  argument;  and  also  the  act  of 
congress  of  1831,  to  be  found  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  report  of  that  trial;  and  also  to  the  19th,  20th, 
and  21st  articles  of  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  Richardson,  deputy  attorney  general  for  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  in  support  of  the  rule,  said,  that 
it  was  from  a  deep  sense  of  his  duty,  as  the  officer 
of  the  state,  that  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
court  to  the  publication  complained  of — that  he  ha<l 
the  kindest  feelings  and  highest  regard  for  Mr. 
Baily,  and  that  he  believed  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no 
intention  of  committing  a  contempt  of  court,  by 
making  the  publication  complained  of,  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  constrained  to  say,  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  a  contempt  of  court,  and  that  it  came 
fully  within  the  decisions  to  which  he  should  here- 
after refer  the  court,  and  he  would  merely  remark 
in  reply  to  one  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  B.,  that  he 
did  not  considerthe  freedom  of  speech  at  all  abridg- 
ed, or  the  liberty  of  the  press  at  all  interfered  with, 
by  punishing  as  contempts,  such  publications  as' 
that  complained  of.  He  contended  that  contempts 
of  court  were  of  two  kinds.  Either  direct,  which 
openly  insult  or  resist  the  powers  of  the  court,  or 
the  persons  of  the  judges  who  preside  there,  or  con- 
sequential, which  tend  to  create  universal  disregard 
for  their  authority,  or  which  tend  to  bring  the  court 
or  any  constitueiit  part  thereof,  into  disrespect,  or 
to  impede  the  due  course  of  the  law,  and  that  an'at- 
tachment  could  as  well  issue  for  matters  done  out  of 
court,  as  for  those  done  in  its  presence,  and  that  the 
party  could  not  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  by 
pleading  a  want  of  intention  on  his  part  to  produce 
such  olfect.  To  sujiport  those  positions  he  referred 
to  Blackstone's  Com.  283;  2  Aitkyn,  469;2  Veazy 
junior,  520.  1  P.  Williams,  675.  1  Ld.  Raymond^ 
148.     14   Veazy,  junior,    237.     1  Caines  485  and 


518.  The  case  of  Baptiste  Irvine,  decirled  in  the 
old  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  this  city,  and  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Meredith,  in  argument  in  Peck's 
trial,  page  342.  2  Virginia  cases,  478.  4  Barnwell 
and  Alderson,  218,  and  1  Dallas,  319. 

He  further  stated  in  reply  to  Mr.  Baily,  that  the 
case  of  William  Stewart  was  still  pendino-  in  this 
court,  and  must  be  considered  so  until  it  is'actually 
removed;  but  even  if  it  had  been  removed,  this 
court  is  the  proper  one  to  punish  for  the  publication 
referring  to  that  case,  if  such  publication  be  a  con- 
tempt. He  further  contended,  that  the  publication 
complained  of,  was  a  contempt  of  court,  and  that  it 
came  clearly  within  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
cases  he  had  referred  to.  The  party,  he  said,  was 
indicted  by  a  grand  jury,  a  constituent  part  ot  this 
court,  who  it  must  be   presumed  had  sufficient  to 


error  in  finding  the  bill.  The  publication  further 
had  a  tendency  to  impede  the  due  administration  of 
justice,  by  influencing  the  public  in  his  favor,  and 
thereby  rendering  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  obtain  a  petit  jury  to  try  his  cause,  and 
that  it  was  an  appeal  from  the  court  to  the  public, 
and  seeks  to  enlist  public  feeling  in  his  favor. 

He  concluded  by  stating,  that  in  the  remarks 
which  he  had  used  in  reference  to  the  publication, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  imputing  to  Mr. 
Baily,  the  intention  to  produce  the  effects,  which 
he  (Mr.  R.)  had  contended  the  publication  was 
calculated  to  produce.  He  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  merely  contending  that  the  paper  on  its 
face  was  calculated  to  produce  suchefl^ect;  and  that 
the  public  would  so  understand  it,  although  not  in- 
tended so  by  Mr.  Baily,  who,  he  believed,  had  no 
such  intention,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
kindest  regard,  and  with  whom  he  was  up  to  this 
moment  on  terms  of  most  friendly  intercourse.  He 
believed  that  he  only  intended  to  serve  his  client, 
but  he  had  done  so  in  a  way  not  sanctioned  by 
the  law. 

Mr.  Johnson  in  reply  to  Mr.  Richardson,  said, 
that  the  case  now  before  the  court  was  one  of  the 
utmost  importance.  The  consequences  involved  in 
the  present  case  were  infinitely  beyond  the  present 
controversy,  so  far  as  his  client  was  concerned  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  decision  of  the  case, 
but  the  consequences  would  survive  the  determina- 
tion of  this  case;  it  would  be  a  precedent  hereafter, 
and  he  believed  it  would  tend  to  weaken  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  reposed  in  the  judiciary. 
He  asked,  what  was  the  character  of  the  oHence 
and  the  mode  of  trial.  It  was  admitted,  he  said,  by 
the  learned  attorney  of  the  state,  that  it  was  incapa- 
ble of  definition  and  that  the  punishment  was  inca- 
pable of  limitation,  and  the  mode  of  trial  was  at 
war  with  the  principles  of  the  common  law.  The  .^,  ^j,^,,,, 
olfence  charged  is  one  against  the  judicial  tribunal  of  his  palace 
which  is  the  judge  and  juror  in  the  case,  and  the 
punishment  which  it  may  inflict  is  beyond  the  par- 
doning power.  The  power  now  claimed  to  be  ex- 
ercised has  never  been  dreamed  of.  The  doctrine 
is  not  only  confined  to  courts  of  record,  but  equally 
applies  to  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
of  our  government  as  well  as  to  every  petty  magis- 
trate in  the  land. 

In  England,  he  said,  the  power  to  punish  for  con- 
tempts was  exercised  not  only  by  the  judiciary,  but 
also  by  the  executive  and  legislature.  Three  kinds 
of  contempt  could  be  committed  against  the  kin": 
his  title  to  the  throne  and  his  prerogative  could  not 
be  disputed  without  contempt  of  his  authorily,  and 
a  contempt  could  also  ba  committed  against  the 
sanctity  of  his  palace.  There,  the  doctrine  of  con- 
tempts was  expanded,  but  this  country  had  not 
adopted  the  English  doctrines. 

Among  others,  he  referred  to  the  following  cases, 
where  odences  similar  to  that  now  complained  of 
had  been  committed,  but  it  was  never  attempted  to 
punish  them  as  contempts.  In  the  case  of  the  Co- 
hen's, congress  had,  by  law,  authorized  a  lottery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Pinkney  and  Webster 
gave  an  opinion  that  a  purchaser  of  tickets  in  that 
lottery  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  several 
states,  although  the  sale  of  such  tickets  h  as  by  the 
laws  of  such  state  prohibited.  A  purchaser  ol 
tickets  goes  into  Virginia  and  sells  them;  he  is  ar- 
rested, tried,  and  convicted.  The  case  goes  by 
writ  of  error  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  S. 
Virginia  is  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  question, 
and  all  classes  of  her  people  partake  of  the  excite- 
ment. They  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme 
court,  the  case  having  been  determined  by  their 
own  superior  court.  The  Virginia  legislature  re- 
fuse to  appear  to  the  suit.  The  case  is  heard  ex 
parte,  and  the  court  assert  their  jurisdiction.  The 
public  press  and  public  men  of  Virginia  hurled 
their  defiance  and  anathemas  at  the  court.  Did  the 
supreme  court  of  the  U.  S.  ever  dream  of  bringing 
before  them  the  citizens  of  Virginia  for  a  contempt 
of  its  authority.  The  press  had  teemed  with  stric- 
tures on  the  court  both  prior  to  and  subsequent  to 
its  decision. but  that  court  never  attempted  to  pun- 
ish any  individual  for  a  contempt  of  its  authority; 


and  yet  if  you  will  turn  to  Blackstone  you  will 
learn  that  any  attempt  to  bring  into  disrepute  the 
bench,  any  thing  in  its  opinion  calculated  to  bring 
it  into  disrepute  would  authorize  the  judge  to  pun- 
ish him  for  contempt. 

He  then  referred  to  the  charteringof  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  by  congress.  Congress  claimed 
authority  to  charter  a  bank.  Men  out  of  congress 
holding  a  different  opinion  denied  their  right  to 
grant  any  such  charter.  They  denied  it  in  the  face 
of  years  of  legislation  and  repeated  enactments  by 
congress;  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  was 
also  maintained  by  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court. 
Every  one  knew  what  had  been  the  character  of 
the  strictures  of  the  public  press  and  of  prominent 
men  in  every  part  of  the  country  on  this  exercise 
of  power  by  congress,  and  the  decision  of  the  high- 
est tribunal  known  to  our  laws.  But  what  judge  had 
dared,  what  congress  had  dared,  to  bring  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  beforethem  to  punish  him  for  a  contempt 
without  theform  of  atrial;  He  then  referred  toape- 
riod  of  our  political  history  when  the  existence  of  the 
union  was  threatened.  Congress  passed  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws.  By  these  laws,  any  publication 
calculated  to  bring  into  disrespect  the  president  of 
the  United  States  was  deemed  a  crime  worthy  of 
punishment.  How!  Not  by  the  summary  process  of 
contempt,  but  by  trial  in  the  ordinary  form.  By  a 
grand  and  petit  jury — the  accused  had  his  accuser 
lace  to  face,  ihe  liberty  to  examine  the  witnesses 
and  the  privilege  of  counsel.  How  did  the  people 
receive  these  laws?  Their  passage  sealed  the  fiite 
of  the  administration — the  people  hurled  their  rulers 
from  their  stations  as  unworthy  agents  of  the  public 
will.  Some  of  the  courts  of  the  country  subscribed 
to  the  constitutionality  of  these  laws.  Virginia 
met  in  solemn  conclave.  Mr.  Madison  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee,  to  whose  pen  we  are 
indebted  for  the  resolutions  of  '98.  That  distin- 
guished man,  in  his  report,  handled  both  legislature 
and  judiciary  with  ungloved  hands,  warning  them 
that  the  day  that  saw  the  execution  of  these  laws 
would  lead  to  a  separation  of  the  union. 

These  laws  were  resisted  and  their  authors  and 
abettors,  legislative  and  judicial,  were  heaped  with 
abuse.  Did  the  legislature  or  judiciary  bring  be- 
fore them  any  citizen  tor  punishment  for  contempt! 
Did  they  bring  Mr.  Madison  up  and  tell  him  that 
his  report  was  calculated  to  bring  the  executive  and 
legislature  into  contempt?  No!  and  if  the  attempt 
had  been  made  it  could  only  have  been  made  suc- 
cesful  alter  American  blood  had  been  shed  sufficient 
to  cover  the  land.  But  the  king  punishes  for  con- 
tempts against  his  high  prerogative  and  the  sanctity 


He  referred  next  to  the  tariff  laws.  These  laws 
had  been  passed,  altered,  modified,  restrained  and 
enlarged  by  congress,  from  time  to  time.  A  cele- 
brated statesman  had  denounced  the  tarirt  bill  as 
"the  bill  of  abominations."  South  Carolina  in  arms 
resists  the  laws,  lilts  her  banners  and  hurls  defiance. 
Her  militia  is  organized  and  her  daily  press  lash 
her  citizens  into  frenzied  resistance  at  what  they 
deem  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  the 
national  legislature.  South  Carolina  doctrines 
spread,  other  states  are  ready  to  rally  round  her, 
and  danger  threatens  the  union.  Did  congress 
dream  of  bringing  before  them  a  citizen  of  South 
Carolina  for  contempt  of  its  authority?  No!  the 
storm  passed  harmless  by,  the  agitation  of  the  waves 
subsided,  a  breath  was  cast  upon  them  which 
more  than  once  had  calmed  their  troubled  waters. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  the  courts  to  exercise  all  powers 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  their  authority  and 
to  punish,  as  contempts,  any  thing  done  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  court,  or  out  of  it  calculated  directly 
to  disturb  the  course  of  public  justice.  Such  cases, 
he  said,  required  summary  punishment  without 
waiting  the  ordinary  process  by  bill  of  indictment. 
The  power  of  punishing  for  contempts  was  the 
creation  of  necessity  and  was  limited  by  necessity, 
and  he  referred  to  several  cases  to  show  that  the 
courts  had  refused  to  exercise  that  power  for  alleg- 
ed contempts  for  matters  done  without  the  presence 
of  the  court,  and  not  interfering  directly  with  the 
business  of  the  couit.  Such  cases,  if  punishable 
at  all,  were  punishable  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law,  but  not  as  contempts. 

He  further  contended,  that  Mr.  Baily  had  fair, 
constitutional  right  to  publish  the  card.  It  con- 
tained no  imputation  upon  the  court,  nor  upon  the 
grand  jury.  It  was  a  mere  asseveration  of  the  in- 
nocence of  his  client,  which  he  had  the  undoubted 
right  to  make.  The  indictment,  he  said,  was  no 
evidence  of  guilt  against  Stewart — it  was  only  Ihe 
legal  form  of  preferring  the  charge,  and  was  only 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  charge  had  been 
made.  He  said  the  court  must  look  at  this  charge 
with  reference  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
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He  then  recapitulated  tlie  facts  of  the  case,  and 
referred  to  the  publication,  and  said  that  it  contain- 
ed no  imputation  on  the  integrity  of  the  grand  jury, 
but  only  alleged  that  prejudice  against  his  client 
existed  in  the  community.  He  does  not  ask  to  be 
saved  by  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  jury,  but  only 
asks  for  a  fair  and  impartial  trial — a  right  secured 
to  him  by  the  constitution  of  the  state.  In  re- 
ference to  the  second  point, — whether,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  criminal  intent  on  the  part  ol  Mr. 
Baily,  in  the  pivblication,  there  could  be  any  con- 
tempt,— he  saiil,  that  the  rule  in  criminal  cases, 
(and  he  coRtended  that  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
criminal  case,)  was,  that  where  nothing  criminal 
was  intended,  nothing  criminal  was  done;  and,  hav- 
ing purged  himself  from  any  criminal  intent,  no 
contempt  had  been  committed,  ftlr.  Johnson,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  referred  to,  and  com- 
mented upon,  the  vaiious  authorities  before  stated, 
as  referred  to  by  him. 

After  some  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Richardson, 
in  reference  to  a  former  part  of  his  argument,  and 
a  short  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Johnson  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  and 
the  case  was  submitted. 

The  following  is  the  opinion  of  tlie  court. 

State  vs.  Josiafi  Baily,  jr.  The  court  entertain 
no  doubt  of  their  power,  on  lit  occasions,  to  pro- 
ceed by  attachment,  technically  called  attachment 
for  contempt,  and  think  the  attorney  for  the  state 
was  right  in  bringing  this  case  to  their  notice.  The 
publication  in  question,  unaccompanied  with  any 
other  explanation  of  the  writer's  meaning  than  ap, 
pears  on  the  face  of  the  paper,  certainly  conveys 
at  least,  an  implied  censure  on  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  investigate  the  facts  connected  with  the  late 
murder,  and  particularly  on  the  grand  jury,  whose 
especial  duty  it  was  diligently  and  carefully  to  exa- 
mine the  testimony  and  exhibit  the  charge;  and 
had  the  defence  rested  here,  the  court  would  have 
been  justified  in  treating  it  as  an  illegal  interference 
with  the  regular  course  of  justice;  but  being  satis- 
fied, from  the  traverser's  answer,  on  oath,  as  also 
from  his  public  declaration  in  court,  that  he  had  no 
intention,  in  making  the  address,  to  convey  any 
imputation  on  the  grand  jury,  or  other  member  ol 
the  court,  or  in  any  manner  to  embarrass  the  pro- 
ceeding, in  relation  to  the  trial  now  pending,  but 
was  actuated  solely  by  the  desire  to  do  away 
prejuJicG?  he  thought  existed  unfavorably  to  his 
client,  (although  it  does  not  amount  to  a  legal  justi- 
fication of  the  offence,)  inclines  the  court  to  sus- 
pend further  proceedings.  The  rule  is  therefore 
discharged  without  costs. 

2Stk  July,  1S3S. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION. 

The  New  York  Courier  has  the  following  letter 
from  its  London  correspondent,  under  date  of  16th 
June. 

We  are  still  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand  specula- 
tions on  the  general  subject  of  Atlantic  steam  navi- 
gation. One  important  fact  which  arises  out  of  the 
new  system  of  navigating  the  Atlantic,  is  that  the 
English  ship  owners  and  steam  engine  builders  are 
becoming  confident  of  taking  away  Irom  your  mer- 
chants the  ownership  of  the  liiture  packets  between 
London  and  Liverpool  and  New  York.  However 
the  Americans  may  have  triumphed  for  many  years 
past  in  the  building  of  sailing  packets — it  is  now 
said  that  in  steam  machinery  you  will  not  be  ena- 
bled to  compete  with  the  ship  owners  of  this  coun- 
try, and  thence  a  new  and  very  extensive  field  of 
employment  is  expected  to  be  opened  out  at  seve- 
ral of  the  English  [lorts.  So  rapid  however  is  the 
progress  of  the  improvement  and  simplification  of 
the  steam  engine  that  it  is  ditlicult  to  conjecture 
how  long  this  country  may  retain  its  superiority  in 
that  branch  of  manufactures — and  probably  the  abo- 
lition of  the  duty  upon  steam  machinery,  or  even 
upon  boiler  iron,  alone  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  enable  your  ship  owners  to  continue 
to  compete  in  the  packet  system  in  which  there  is 
probably  involved  some  feelings  of  national  pride. 

The  Sir  Lionel  Smith  which  left  New  York  for 
London  some  time  since  arrived  in  the  Thames  only 
last  night.  As  the  failure  of  this  vessel  to  act  up  to 
the  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  A  tlantic  steam 
navigation  may  tend  to  throw  some  little  damp  upon 
the  system — it  may  be  well  to  explain  that  this  is 
not  a  vessel  of  the  smallest  repute,  and  has  only  ac- 
cidentally been  in  the  way  of  steaming  to  England 
from  New  York.  The  Sir  Lionel  Smith  belongs  to 
a  company  lately  in  existence  here  for  the  interin- 
sular  navigation  of  the  West  Indies — and  was  order- 
ed to  New  York  for  repairs  in  consequence  of  there 
not  existing  in  the  West  Indies  any  port  where 
merchants  vessels  can  be  hauled  up.  The  compa- 
ny has  lately  been  dissolved  in  consequence  of  this 
and  numerous  other  difficulties  and  losses,  and  the 


Sir  Lionel  Smith  was  in  this  manner  sent  to  New- 
York  for  repairs  and  comes  herefrom  New  York  to 
be  sold. 

Another  steam  ship  of  considerable  tonnage,  call- 
ed the  Royal  William,  is  about  to  be  taken  olf  of  the 
Irish  stations,  and  starts  for  New  York  on  the  fiftli 
of  the  ensuing  month.  The  various  companies  are 
looking  out  in  all  directions  for  steamers  suitable 
for  the  purpose — for  there  is  a  great  stinggle  for  a 
share  in  the  wealth  which  must  be  reaped  by  those 
who  can  come  into  the  field,  until  new  steamers  can 
bo  built.  What  has  become  of  capt.  Cobb  and  his 
large  steam  ship  of  which  so  much  was  proclaimed 
in  Liverpool  and  London  some  months  since? 

The  prediction  of  the  engineers,  however,  was 
that  the  engine  would  not  be  found  to  work  satis- 
factorily, on  account  of  the  liability  to  be  choaked 
by  the  clinkers — a  result  which  the  enterprising 
captain  has  found  to  be  correct. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  by  the 
French  squadron,  has  become  a  subject  of  great  in- 
terest among  the  merchants  and  Mexican  mining 
companies  here.  The  accounts  from  France  repre- 
sent that  the  blockade  has  the  entire  approbation  of 
the  court  of  the  Tuilkries,  and  that  several  adili- 
tional  vessels  of  war  are  being  hurried  from  Toulon 
to  reinforce  the  squadrons  of  Tampico  and  Vera 
Cruz.  The  entire  justice  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  is,  however,  much  doubted  by  very  numer- 
ous persons  in  this  country — and  all  parties  engag- 
ed in  transactions  with  Mexico,  regret  the  expect- 
ed long  derangement  in  trade.  The  imports  into 
Mexico  average  about  £8,000,000  per  annum,  of 
whicli  the  most  important  item  consists  of  cotton 
fabiics  of  a  cheap  description,  which  are  almost 
entirely  supplied  by  your  northern  manufacturers, 
••domestic"  being  the  only  branch  of  the  cotton 
manufactures  in  which  the  Manchester  manufactu- 
rers cannot  compete  in  the  markets  of  the  South 
American  states.  The  loss  of  Ihe  export  trade  will 
fall  therefore  principally  upon  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants  of  the  United  States — the  English 
mining  companies  being  expected  to  be  the  princi- 
pal suH'crers  in  this  company  by  the  blockade  of  the 
porta  of  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz.  This  however, 
is  a  very  important  branch  of  investment  of  En- 
glish capital — for  one  of  the  London  companies — 
the  Real  del  Monte — has  expended  in  Mexico  little 
short  of  a  million  of  money,  and  only  recently  has 
commenced  to  receive  any  considerable  return  from 
the  mines,  when  all  their  operations  have  become 
threatened  with  suspension  by  the  news  of  the 
blockade.  The  English  bond  holders  also  complain 
of  the  conductor  the  French — for  the  demands  upon 
the  Mexican  government  are  believed  to  be  enor- 
mously exaggerated,  to  be  more  than  ten  times 
greater  than  any  real  damage  which  the  property  of 
French  residents- may  at  any  time  have  received'  in 
Mexico — and  the  payment  if  submitted  to  can  only 
be  made  out  of  the  custom-house  revenue  of  the 
country — of  which  a  considerable  portion  has  re- 
cently been  set  apart  in  favor  of  the  foreign  bond 
holders — but  which  an  over-ruling  necessity  may 
compel  the  Mexican  authorities  to  pay  over  to  the 
French.  The  loss  of  revenue — the  suspension  of 
commercial  and  mining  facilities,  and  the  universal 
hatred  of  all  foreigners  promiscuously — which  this 
excessive  demand  and  unjustifiably  severe  method 
of  exacting  it,  will  create  amongst  the  population 
offtlexico — are  all  dwelt  upon  by  the  interested 
parties  here.  The  very  impossibility  of  compliance 
with  a  demand  for  a  sum  of  £  1, •200, 000,  by  a  go- 
vernment, in  so  impoverished  a  condition  as  that  of 
Mexico,  is  also  thought  to  be  a  reason  for  expecting 
a  long  continuation  of  the  blockade.  There  is  a 
growing  disposition  in  this  country  to  think  that 
what  is  called,  "Ihe  law  of  nations"  is  very  unde- 
fined, and  a  more  modern  system  is  required  in 
these  days  of  universal  commerce,  and  when  the  in- 
terests of  foreigners  who  are  not  parties  to  quarrels 
out  of  which  they  arise,  are  yet  so  extensively  in- 
jured by  these  not  always  justifiable  blockades. 


THE  PRESTON  BARBECUE. 

From  ihe  Columbia  Times  and  Gazette. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  Messrs.  Joseph  A.  Black,  S.  Boatwri^ht,  John 
McCully,  T.  Center,  W.  Denly,  J.  D.   Mnrdccai, 
J.  C.  Phillips.  T.  H.  Wade,  and  Robert  Mams. 
Gentlemen:  We   have  been  appointed,  on  bfhalf 
of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Richland  district,  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  you  as  to  the  barbecue  dinner, 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  hon.  W.  C.  Preston, 
one  otour  senators  in  congress. 

The  marked  party  character  proposed  to  be  given 
to  this  dinner,  by  confining  it  to  Mr.  Preston,  who 
represents  the  state,  and  excluding  col.  F.  H.  El- 
more, who  is  our  fellow  townsman,  and  represents 
the  district,  has  been  seen  with  great  pain. 


We  are  directed,  respectfully,  to  submit  for  your 
consideration. 

1st.  That  the  invitation  be  extended  to  both  our 
senators  in  congress,  and  to  col.  F.  H.  Elmore, 
our  immediate  representative,  by  name,  as  well  as 
to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  delegation  from  the 
tatc. 

'2d.  That  the  dinner  be  postponed  to  such  period 
as  will  allow-  a  reasonable  time  for  communications 
to  be  made  to  the  guests  to  be  invited. 

3d  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  added  to  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  occasion,  viz: 
col.  R.  H.  Goodwvn,  col.  John  G.  Brown,  Wm.  M. 
Myers,  B.  L.  Mcf.aughlin,  Emanuel  Friday,  major 
Wm.  Hopkins,  John  S.  Lott,  Jesse  Debruhl,  Ri- 
chard Sondley, 

Representing  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  government  from  the  money  power, 
and  opposed  to  the  esfablishment  of  a  national  bank, 
and  to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the  presidency, 
we  think  it  due  to  the  citizens,  if  information  be  the 
object,  that  both  sides  he-  hi-ai<l,  if  any,  or  all  these 
matters  are  to  he  brought  into  discussion;  and  the 
more  especially,  if  the  dinner  is  to  he  considered  as 
given  by  the  district  of  Richland,  or  the  citizens  of 
Columbia. 

An  early  reply  is  respectfully  asked. 
We  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  fee. 

R.    H.   GOODWYN. 

J.  G.  Brown. 
Wm.  M.  Myers. 
16M  July,  1833.  John  S.  Lott. 

Cut.  R.  II.   Goodwyn,  and  others,  committee  on  be- 
half of  some  of  the  citizens. 

Columbia,  July  17,  1838. 

Genllcmen:  The  committee  appointed  to  give  a 
hearty  welcome  "to  our  distinguished  senator,  Mr. 
Preston,"  and  "to  afibrd  him  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing his  constituents,"  have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  a  communication  on  yes- 
terday, the  16th  inst.  signed  by  R.  H.  Goodwyn, 
John's.  Lott,  Wm.  M.  Myers,  and  John  G.  Brown. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  their 
surprise,  that  a  proceeding  avowedly  intended  as  a 
personal  compliiiient  to  senator  Preston,  should  be 
characterized  in  this  communication,  as  bearing  the 
impress  of  a  "marked  parly  chaiacter."  Whatever 
pain  gentlemen  may  have  experienced  under  this 
impression,  (and  we  have  dee])  regret  in  discover- 
ing, that  it  is  so  great,)  the  committee  take  occa- 
sion to  assure  them,  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  is 
wholly  gratuitous.  It  is  ordinary  courtesy,  paid  by 
the  constituency  of  public  men  to  their  agents,  and 
never  before,  that  the  committee  are  aware,  has  it 
been  regarded  as  having  any  connection  with  party, 
when  conferred  upon  a  representative  or  senator, 
by  his  immediate  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  and 
when  the  congressional  delegation  has  been  invit- 
ed without  distinction,  to  attend  as  guests.  The 
committee  are  not  aware,  that  any  "marked  party 
character"  was  attached  to  a  personal  compliment 
of  the  same  nature,  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Edge- 
field, in  November  last,  to  our  other  distinguished 
senator,  because  his  colleague  was  not  also  included; 
and  an  inference  that  would  not  apply  to  that,  can- 
not be  lairly  predicated  of  this.  The  committee 
have  extended  to  the  distinguished  colleague  of  se- 
nator Preston,  as  well  as  to  the  delegation  of  this 
state  in  the  house  of  representatives  in  congress, 
generally,  the  courtesy  which  is  appropriate  and 
usual,  and  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  attach- 
ed to  the  communication,  to  which  the  committee 
have  now  honor  to  reply,  will  be  pleased  to  under- 
stand a  like  courtesy  as  extended  to  them. 

The  committee  are  equally  desirous  with  these 
gentlemen,  of  information  on  the  several  political 
points  rcferreil  1o  in  their  note,  and  will  promote 
any  means  of  eliciting  their  amicable  discussion; 
but  they  must  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  if  there 
be  any  party  in  this  state  or  district,  opposed  to 
"the  sepai-ation  of  the  money  power  from  the  go- 
vernment," and  favorable  to  "the  establishment  of 
a  national  bank,  and  to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Clay  to 
the  presidency,"  they  arc  not  conscious  of  its  exis- 
tence. Certain  they  are,  that  they  are  not  its  re- 
presentatives. If  tlie  committee  are  found  to  be 
exclusively  composed  of  that  party  who  disapprove 
the  proceedings  of  the  extra  session,  it  must  be  at- 
tributed lo  the  circumstance  that  the  propriety  of 
such  a  course  did  not  suggest  itself  to  any  other. 

But  "if  any  or  all  these  matters  are  to  be  brought 
into  di-scussion,"  the  committee  "think  it  due  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  (if  information  be  the  object," 
that  both  sides  be  heard,"  and  with  that  impression 
they  will  be  most  happy  to  hear  the  views  of  all  our 
representatives,  and  both  our  senators,  if  the  time 
will  permit.  The  committee  are  desirous,  howev- 
er, to  •iatisfy  all  the  friends  of  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr. 
Elmore,  and  therefore  accede,  with  great  pleasure, 
to  the  reqiifst,  that  col.  Elmore  be  included  in  Ihe 
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cu.iipliiiieiil;  llie  uiore  esjiecially  as  we  are  ihlonn- 
e>l,  mat  thai  genlleiiiaii,  lor  wliucn  wi-  tutertain  llie 
liiglii-sl  ies|)cct,  has  cli.inged  hia  deteriiiiiMlion  ot 
spemling  Ins  summer  abroad,  and  is  soon  expi-cled 
to  return.  Our  notice  will  be  altered  accordingly. 
Very  respecHiilly, 
Jos.  A.  BLA.I.K,  committee. 

From  the  Columbia   Times  and  Gazelle. 

Mr.  Editor:  Many  ol  the  cilizens  ol  Richland 
district  who  are  in  lavor  of  separating  the  lianks 
fi-oui  Ihe  government,  and  the  e.itablishment  ol  a 
national  bank,  anil  oppos'd  lo  the  ckvation  ol'  Mr. 
Clay  to  the  presidency,  weie  anxious  lo  join  some 
ol  tneir  neighbors,  in  giving  a  public  dinner  lo  lui 
immediate  lepresenla  ive  in  congress,  col.  F.  H. 
Elmore,  and  our  two  senators,  J.  C.  Calhoun,  and 
Will.  C.  Preslon,  and  to  receive  all  the  light  which 
the.se  distinguislifcd  gentlenu-n  could  throw  upon 
those  subject!;  they  would  have  been  exceedingl) 
glad  to  see  the  wliule  dislrici  unite  in  paying  this 
compliment,  and  in  obtaining  this  light:  hut  as  Iheir 
Hiaues  coulil  not  be  gralified,  they  now  propose  to 
do  what  llK'y  had  hoped  would  meet  with  unanimi 
tv;  lor  the  purpose  tlierefore  ol  giviig  a  public  din- 
ner to  our  representative  cnl.  F.  H  Eliuore,  and 
our  two  senators,  and  inviting  our  other  nieuibers 
ol  congress,  Ihe  lollowing  gentlemen  are  cousliliit 
ed  a  commiUee  oi  airangeinenls,  who  will  take  the 
nccess.irv  mt-asuies  in  tnis  regard. 

Col.  R,  H.Goodwyn,  John  English,  B-  L.  Mc- 
Lau'hlin,  A  lam  F.  Dubjid,  maj.  James  O'H.inlon, 
Wm°  Uou-lis,  col.  W.  Muye,  Jo-eph  Ellison,  Gil 
b.-rt  Stalker,  Dr.  A.  S.  Cli.lon,  Jas.  Fenlon,  Allen 
Gibson,  H  Miuan  Coon,  Danul  Ciav\loid,  capt.  F. 
Lvkts,  B.  Roily.  W.  i\l.  iVlyers.  Richard  Sondley, 
in'.iior  William  Hopkins,  John  S.  Lolt,  lir.  Thomas 
Suirke,  Emanuel  Friday,  Theodore  Starke. 

The  cominiitee  of  arrangements,  lor  the  dinnei 
to  be  given  lo  col.  F.  H.  Elmoie,  and  ourlv\o  sena- 
tors, are  r.  nuested  lo  meet  at  Ihe  town  hall,  in  Co- 
lumbia, on  Monday  noxt,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

R.  H.  GooDWVN,  Chairman. 


SPEECH  OF  iMR.  DROAIGOULE,  OF  VIRGI- 
NIA, 

Oil  Ihe  bill  to  separate  Ihe  govern meni  from  the  banks. 
In  ihe  huuse  of  rejiresenlata-es,  June  21),  1.^38— In 
commiilee  ol  the  w  hole,  .igaiiist  the  constilnnon- 
ally  and  policy  ofemploying  stale  banks  asfi>cai 
agents  ol  ihe  f.deral  goveinment.  and  in  (avor  ol 
orgaiiuing  the  treasury  ol  the  United  Slatis  m 
co^ilormily  with  the  cousiitution. 
Mr.  Uroin^oolt  rose  and  addressed  the  committee 
as  lollovvs : 

All.  Ciiairiuan  :  I  am  aware  that  our  session  is 
dra-ving  to  a  close,  and  that,  constquently,  our 
time  i.-j  precious;  but  the  recollect, on  tliat  1  have 
aeldo.u,  here;olore, obtruded  .nyself  upon  the  house, 
or  co.nmiKec,  apd  always  with  brevity,  in  conn,  c 
tio.'i  wUti  (lie  importance  of  llir  subj  ct  now  under 
exauiination,  will,  I  trust,  relieve  me  from  Ihe 
charge  of  asking,  on  this  occasion,  an  unreasonable 
iiulufgence.  No  question,  perliaps,  since  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  and  the  subsequent  adoption  ol 
the  leder.jl  constitution,  has  arisen  in  the  United 
States,  involving  more  seriously  and  extensively  the 
priixiples  ol  civil  liberty  and  Iree  govcrniuenl. 

Ouglit  Ihe  fiuaiicial  operations  of  the  fed,  ral  go- 
vernment to  be  entirely  and  completely  s  parated 
from  the  business  and  tiie  transactions  of  banking 
institutions?  Ought  that  "treasury,"  mentioned  in 
the  constitiilion,  required  by  it,  in  which  ■■all  piib- 
lie  iiionej"  is  to  be  placed  and  kept,  and  lio.n 
which  '■no  money  shall  be  drawn,  but  in  coiise- 
q  lence  of  appropriations  maile  by  law" — ought  that 
'•  treasury"  to  exist  separately  and  distinctly  orga- 
nized—oiicihl  that  '■lreasiir\"  to  be  inilejiendent  oi 
the  banks  of  the  counliy;  Or,  ought  that  ■■Ircasuiy" 
to  be  closely  connected  and  alli.d  with  the  banks, 
and  made  esscnlially  (/f;ie)i(/cJi/on  them?  Dorsthe 
constitution  require  that  this  "treasury"  shall,  in 
any  manner,  be  connected  with,  or  made  dependent 
on,  b.inking  companies?  Do^'S  the  constitution  re- 
quire, did  I  ask — does  it  permit  that  money  in  the 
■■trfasuiy"  maybe  promiscuously  blended  with  the 
funds  of  these  companies  and  used  and  employed 
in  their  business,  so  that  its  ultimate  avaifibility  to 
the  government  is  left  to  depend  upon  their  honesty, 
their  solvency,  Iheir  success  or  failure  in  trade? 
And  if  the  constitution  does  not  positively  enjoin 
such  connection,  still  is  it  practicable  or  possible  lo 
dispense  with  it  ?  Is  such  a  connection  ■■necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution"  any  power 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  deparlineni  or  officer  there- 
ol?  Can  the  "treasury"  of  the  United  States  be 
properly,  completely  and  fon.<i/i("/ior/«/'yor;;aiiiied, 
and  maile  to  perform  its  appropriate  functions  suc- 
cessfully, wil'iiout  the  aid  or  interpositiou  of  bank 
agency,' 


Sir,  these  qii'stions  involve  the  great  problem, 
re  the  people  capable  ol  sell-goveinment;  whose 
solution,  we  had  dattered  ourselves,  had  been  d(  fi- 
nitely accomplished  by  the  eslablishment  of  our 
republican  and  representative  systems.  Siihstaii- 
lially,  tlie  momentous,  the  vital  question,  is  levived 
ol  li'ie  risht  and  the  capacity  ol  the  people  to  go- 
vern themselves. 

1  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  framers  of  Ihe  con- 
stitiilion had  snlficienl  wisdom,  and  did  they  ex.  r- 
cise  this  wisdom,  in  lornung  a  plan  ol  government 
capable  of  healthy  existence,  and  ellicicnt  action, 
independent  of  Uie  lacl,  whether  companies,  with 
the  power  of  banking,  would,  or  would  not,  be  ere 
ated.  Can  the  people  of  the  Uni:eil  States,  through 
their  own  agents,  co«s/i(u/ioHu//i/o//po!n(ei/,  and  co/i- 
slitulionally  resfiunsible,  admiuiAer  this  ledcral  go- 
verninent  peacetiiliy  and  siiccesslully?  Or,  must 
they,  with  a  sliaine'lul  and  degrading  admission  of 
the^r  incompetency,  resign  the  management  of  a 
poition  of  Ihe  aHaus  and  business  of  their  govern- 
ment— a  portion,  loo,  vitally  inipoitani;  must  the 
people  ol  the  several  slates  conless  their  utter  inca- 
pacity, and  quietly  submit  the  management  of  Ihi  ii 
hnances,  their  entire  moneyed  concerns,  to  artih- 
ciai  persons — lo  i.odies  politic,  irrespo  sible  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  Slates;  distin- 
suislied  from  the  mass  of  the  community,  not  by 
their  superior  integrity,  but  by  their  odious  mono- 
polies and  exclusive  privilegis;  who  boast  of  ve>t 
ed  rights,  not  enjoyed  by  the  rest  ol  socitty.but  in- 
violably secured  by  charters,  which,  iu  most  iii- 
.-.taiices,  presumptuously  clai.n  lo  be  beyond  the 
reacli  of  repeal  or  uioihfication  by  Ihe  whole  legis- 
lative autliority  of  Ihe  coniitiy? 

Air.  Chairman,  1  desire  lo  examine  this  [iroposed 
union  ol  banks  and  governuient  according  lo  its  own 
intrinsic  nierit.  I  will  not  yield  blind  obedience 
lo  Ihe  opinions  or  dicta  of  any,  however  eminent. 
I  will  deliberate  and  reflect.  I  will  draw  my  own 
conclusions.  1  will  form  iny  own  opinions;  and  1 
will  venture  lo  exjiress  t'lem,  1  hope,  with  becom- 
ing boMiiess.  1  will  not  search  for  precedents. 
scattered  through  the  history  of  federal  legislation, 
op|iosiie  and  ii  leconcilable  in  character,  and  bor- 
iiiwing  their  complexion  Irom  Ihe  alternate  ascen 
ilancyol  paity.  No,  sii:  were  all  such  precedents 
collected,  and  congregati  d  into  a  moiintdin's  mag- 
nitude, they  would'  not,  they  ought  not,  to  prepon 
derate  over  my  own  d.-liberate  convictions  of  the 
true  intent  and  purpose  of  the  federal  (onstitution. 
It  is  iny  duty  to  exercise  the  faculties  of  my  on  n 
mind,  however  feeble,  in  applying  the  lest  of  im- 
iniilable  pri:  ciple  and  the  cOMStitution,  to  every 
measure  [iresented  here  for  adopiion  or  rejeclion. 
A  tame  submission  to  precedents,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  binding  obligation,  may  protect  enor, 
and  promote  a  conliniiance  of  its  evils  in  soci.  ty, 
whereby  the  development  of  tiuth  is  retarded,  and 
the  gradual  work  ol  iuiprovenient  is  impeded.  On 
this  doctrine  of  precedents.  I  beg  leave  to  read  to 
the  committee  some  briel  e.vlracls  from  a  political 
vvoik,  wrilten  by  one  of  Virginia's  most  illustrious 
statesmen.  1  refer  lo  Ihe  late  John  Taylor,  ol  Ca- 
rolini',  than  whom  no  man  had  more  Ihoiouglily 
considered  the  principles  ol  the  constitution,  and  to 
whose  writings  Mr.  Jetterson  himsellconlessed  that 
lie  was  indi-btid  for  the  correction  of  some  errors  of 
opinion  into  which  he  had  fallen. 

"Let  us,  (says  he  in  his  Construction  Construed,) 
look  at  Ihe  loii'ic  which  supposes  that  aeqiiiescence 
makes  precedents,  and  that  precedents  make  reasoii. 
All  precedents  or  laws  are  at  first  theory,  and  ac 
quiescence  alone  can  convert  them  into  practice. 
Banking  began  as  a  Iheoiy;  and  political  augurs 
dideredln  their  pro^nosticat'iims  of  its  eliecls.  The 
worst  precedents  are  olten  but  little  felt  in  Iheir  in- 
fancy, because  they  move  wilh  caution,  until  they 
gather  strength;  ami  the  worse  they  are,  Ihe  more 
Time  is  often  required  to  develope  Iheir  character. 
Some  foretold  that  bmkiiig  would  be  beneficial; 
others,  that  it  would  be  pernicious  to  our  countiy. 
It  would  be  an  o<ld  jndirment,  liowevcrhonesl,  which 
should  assert,  Ihat  fulfilment  ought  to  destroy,  and 
falsehood  to  establish  an  augury,  becau.-e  just  at  the 
lime  when  experience  lias  converted  Ihe  theory  ol 
banking  into  eviih-nce,  both  lelt  and  understood, 
acqiiiesence  has  also  mellov^cd  the  same  theory  into 
a  precedent,  and  a  precedent  deprives  us  ol  the  be- 
nefit ol  experience;  so  Ihat  Ihe  lime  expended  in 
ascertaining  Ihe  truth  or  falsehood  of  an  augury, 
renders  it  impossible  lo  remedy  ils  imposition,  just 
at  the  moment  when  it  is  discovered." 

And  111  another  place  he  conliniies: 

"Precedents  would  make  a  strangespe ciesof  con 
stitntinn.  according  lo  our  notions;  they  would  b- 
repealable  bv  the  leirislaluies  which  inaile  them. 
In  those  countries  where  llie  governments  are  ab';o- 
liile,  this  is  no  obiection  lo  ihem;  but  here  prece- 
dents are  nothing  but  laws,  and  the  question,  whe- 
ther they  are  constituUoiial  or  not,  must  forever 


remain  atlached  to  liiem,  unUss  it  can  be  pioved 
thai  it  is  a  question  ol  no  impoilance  aller  hav  ing 
cblained  Ihe  title  ol  pncedenis.  It  will  then  be- 
come a  matter  ol  vny  great  iu;|)0rlahce  loasceilain 
by  whom  this  title  is'lo  be  besiowed." 

And  whilst  1  rtpi.uiaie  the  anthority  o[  prece- 
dents,! will  not  seaicli  lor  piaclices  or  piolessions 
ol  pai'y  to  guide  me.  1  uul  liol  hum  up  ihe  isola- 
ted opinions  ol  this  or  Ihat  illusliiuus  statesman, 
living  or  dead,  as  a  inle  by  which  my  cvMi  vole  is 
to  be  coutrolUd.  Much  Itts  will  1  lely  on  aiij  liasly 
or  detached  opinions  of  iny  own,  expressed  oi  iii- 
feired.on  former  occasions.  Aly  Iretdoinol  thought 
and  my  right  ol  indtpeiideiil  deliberalion,  shall  not 
be  fettered  viith  the  chains  of  pri-_,udgmeiit.  Ihe 
illuurinalions  el  exjienineniut  In. 11,  shall  not  be  ex- 
eluded  lioin  my  ]iolilicat  path,  bccai..se  heietolore  I 
may  have  boggled  in  darkness,  or  been  uiisltd  by 
an  iuiperfecl  light  oi  a  laUe  glare.  The  liienaiy 
advaiicis  of  reason  and  aiguintnt,  with  all  their 
benign  influences,  shall  not  be  obstiucUd  by  any 
barrieis  which  pude  and  prejudice  may  exeit  in  de- 
lence  of  primary  positions.  No  pecu.ianty  ot  po- 
sition, no  associations,  pergonal  or  political,  cou- 
mcted  wilh  ils  first  occupancy,  can  justil),  (or  the 
single  pnipose  of  holding  out  in  its  deitnce,  an 
abjndonine.'it  ol  the  mtensls  ol  Ihe  whole  couiiliy. 
Whilst  pride  may  uige  6elfi>h  consideratioi.s  in 
favor  of  obstinate  perseverance,  paitiotisni  will 
strongly  recommend  the  surrender  ol  oiigii.al  pre- 
possi  ssions  lor  the  sake  ol  a  nation's  good.  Those 
who  will,  ii.ay  make  their  boasteil  consistency  the 
sole  deity  ol  iheir  adoration,  and  may  fall  i  own  at 
its  shrine  in  blind  and  unthinking  devotion,  'i  hose 
who  will,  may  remain  immovauiy  fixed  to  II  eir 
pi'Cnliar  positions,  and  n^ay  spurn  with  scorn  every 
change  or  modification  w  hicu  lime  ai.d  ciicums.ai.ee, 
aid  lh»- develo|unenl  ol  prin.iphs,  may  suggest  and 
invite,  until  ttitir  positions,  by  their  oii(re  and  in- 
harmonioui  appearance,  asconirasUd  with  Ihe  sur- 
loiinding  imiiioveu, tills,  ellected  by  a  judicious  ap- 
plicaiioii  of  politic. d  science  lo  huuiaii  ai.aii.'-,  will 
serve  only  lo  excite  the  ridicule  of  all  inlelligent 
and  patriotic  observers.  For  mysell,  I  shall  ever 
hold  my  anxiety  for  consistency  in  strict  suboidi- 
nalion  lo  uiy  love  of  truth.  The  corrictniss  and 
sincerity  of  my  present  convictions,  are  lo  uie  a 
matter  of  much  higher  consideialionlhan  Ihtircoii- 
forinily  to  opinions  of  a  previous  period  on  other 
subjects,  and  in  a  far  dititient  condiiion  ol  anaiis. 
Inst  ad  of  appealing  lo  formal  precedents,  lo  ihe 
influence  of  conspicuous  names,  ox  mooting  ihe  un- 
important question  of  my  own  consisU-iicy,  1  jiiefer 
to  recur  lo  lundamenlal  principles,  and  to  the  plain 
letter  and  spiiit  ol  the  coiisiiluiion,  and  by  these  lo 
lest  the  coi redness  of  my  present  views. 

It  IS  then,  sir,  a  fundamental  piinciple,  that  there 
is  a  division  of  political  power  betv^•een  Ihe  slates 
and  the  lideral  government.  The  powers  colder- 
red  on  the  goveinment  of  the  United  Stales,  m  Ihe 
fingiiage  of  Ihe  federalists,  ■■are  few  and  driiiied;" 
whilst,"withoiit  exception,  "Ihe  powers  not  delega- 
ted 10  the  Unittd  Stales  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  II. e  slotes,  are  reserved  lo  the 
slates  respeciiveiy,cr  lo  the  pto]  le."  The  powers, 
therefore,  which  remain  with  the  states  iespec;ively, 
and  with  the  people  of  each  state,  ■■are  inai  y  and 
undefined.''  These  govenin.enls  having  a  separate 
and  distinct  organization,  and  having  a  separate  and 
independent  ailion  of  each  other,  in  Ihe  execution 
of  Iheir  resp.-clive  powers  and  duties,  there  is  ne- 
cessarily a  difii/uig /me,  w  liich  must  be  kept  con- 
stantiv  in  view.  The  more  cleaily  it  is  inaiktd 
and  (ii  fined,  Ihe  more  certainly  will  each  uoverii- 
ineiil  be  restricte.l  williin  its  own  appropriate  and 
constitutional  province;  and  ihe  more  eiie.jtually 
will  conlusion,  emb.irrassnient,  and  collision  be 
avoided  in  Ihe  progress  of  Iheir  adminislralions. 
An  oblit.-ration  ol  this  line,  an  encroachment  upon 
lliis  boundary,  inars  the  beauty,  deranges  the  de- 
sign, deslrnys  the  harmony. and  impairs  the  strength 
of  our  whol?  political  system. 

Having  presented  lo  the  coinmittee  this  fundamen- 
tal  and  essential  principle  of  a  separation  ol  the 
[lowers  of  the  stales  and  of  llie  goveinn  ent  o!  the 
United  Slates,  1  b.  g  leave  lo  read  certain  express 
firovisions  of  Ihe  constitution,  lo  which  ouraci  on.  to 
be  lighlliil,  must  conloiin  in  proscribing  legulations 
inrlho  adminislrarion  of  Ihe  finances. 

S.'clion  eight  of  ariicle  Ihe  fiisl,  vests  congress 
wilh  power — 

■'To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, lo  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  coiemon 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Sialts; 
but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniiorm 
throughout  Ihe  United  States; 

"To  borrow  money  on  Ihe  credit  of  llie  United 
Slates; 

"To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  anil 
measures; 
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lor  tlio   puiiislinieiit  ol  coiinleinitiii^' 
tlic  3.curi:ic»  aiul  ciirienl  coin  vl'  (lie  UuittJ  S'.ali'.-; 

'To  lualce  all  l.uvs  which  sliuli  be  iiocessaiy  a  il 
proper  101-  caiTV'iiiS  into  execution  the  loregiii^i;; 
powi'ii,  a.iil  all  other  poivers  vested  by  this  eori=tilu- 
tioii  iii  the-jven.,11.  i.;.,l  the  U.iited  Stales,  or  in  any 
deji.irl.iieiil  or  officer  thereof." 

Sec.  7,  Art.  1.  "All  bills  Ibrrai-^ing  rfff«ucs!ia.i 

i4niate  in  tne  ho;i3e  of  represenl.ilues." 

Sec.  9.  "iVu  mon.-y  shail  be  ,lrai\n  Irom  the  trea- 
sury belt  in  consequence  of  appropriations  iiiaile  by 

v;  and  a  regniar  statement  and  account  ol"  the  re- 
p's and  ex|iena.turos  of  ad  public  money  shall  be 
published  lioui  time  to  time." 

Sec.  10.  ".\'o  state  siiail  coin  money;  emit  bills  of 
cred;l;  inalce  any  thinj  bill  gold  and  silver  coin  a  ten- 
der in  payment  ot  debts." 

Xaiv,  iMr.  Ciairman,  ii  is  proposed,  on  one  hand, 
|lo  organue  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  so  as 
;odisp_-nse  with  bank  agency,  and  to  Co.. form  strict- 
y  Willi  the  reqnisilioiis  of  liie  constitution;  on  the 
other  liaiid,  it  is  jiroposeil  to  engage  and  employ,  b) 
;o:iiiact,  state  banUs,  corjiorations,  to  peiiorn'i  the 
jffije  of  Ii,cai  agents  to  the  lederal  government. 
1 .1113  a  direci  i^s.le  is  made  up  between  ihe  advocates 

I  ojM.oiients  of  the  two  scnemfs,  and  fai'ly  prc- 
led  10  tlie  coiintiy.  To  the  employment  ul  the 
e  banks,  an  objection,  in  limine,  has  sometimes 
Jeen  urged— Uiat  t.iey  are  conlrary  to  the  constitu- 
lon  01  111,.  United  Slates.-  It  is  not  necessary  to  the 
ouise  of  aigu.ueiit  wliicii  1  propose,  to  enter  into 
be  question  ol  tlie  coustituiional  power  of  t!ie  states 
11  iiicoiporate  bjnki.ig  co.npanies.  Frnm  careful 
tudy  and  honest  couMction,  1  belong  to  that  politi- 
;al  paily  who  insist  ujion  a  strict  and  limit.-d  coii- 
.ruciion  ul  the  grants  oi  power  enn.nerated  in  the 
o.istil. 1110.1,  and  w.io,  in  my  own  state,  in  the  farlv 
truggle  waged  bcl.veen  state  rights  and  lederal  eii- 
ruac.i.ueiii,  conciried  witn  t.ie  general  assembly  ii, 
leremptor.ly  and  explicitly  declaring  that  "it  views 
hepo.versot  the  lederal  goveru.ueut,  as  resulting 
ro  .1  t.ie  co.npacl  to  winch  the  states  are  parties  as 
imiledhythe  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  iii- 
tru.u;nt  conslituiing  that  compact,  as  no  larther 
aliJ  tiian  tney  are  autho.ise.l  by  the  grants  enu- 
leiated  in  that  compact;  and  that  in  case  ol  a  de- 
.oerate,  palpaoie,  and  dangerous  exercise  ol  oiher 
o.ver»  not  granted  by  the  co.npac-,  the  states,  who 
re  pariies  tueieto,  have  the  right,  and  aie  in  dul\ 
uun.i,  to  interjiuse  l..r  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
vil.a.ijior  maintainiiig,  wiluin  their  respective 
m,l  =  ,  the  autnorities,  rights,  and  libenies,  apper- 
iL.i.ig  otiieni."  lloluing  last  to  tins  doclune, 
ui,.iji,iiiig  tiijt  th--  states,  as  sovereign  parlies,' 
aM.ig  iij  co.nmon  aroiler,  may  interpret  the  com- 
aet  lor  tlie.uselves,  and  may  interpose  to  arrest  its 
o.ali.m,  as  a  state  rights  man,  1  cannot  admit— on 
e  contrary,  1  utterly  deny— that  congress,  or  any 
;part.uent  ol  tlie  lederal  government,  the  mere 
eaiure  or  agent  ol  ihe  p.i,ties,  can  construe  the 
iwers,  or  derine  the  limits  of  state  authority.  Con- 
ess  is  not  a  competent  tribunal,  and  cannot  und-.r 
Ae  to  decide  wneiherany  provision  of  the  federal 
.usluutiuii  prohibits  tiie  stales  :rom  creating  bank- 
g  instuutijiis.  I  am  not  to  be  understood'as  con- 
ndi.ig  Ihat  such  a  q.jestion  ...ight  not  incidentallv 
ise  belore  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  or  that 
ley  could  not  properly  decide  such  point,  arisiipr 
i  a  case  ol  which,  under  the  constitnlion,  they  had 
)gmzance.  Nor  ao  I  mean  to  deny  that  their  de- 
sion,  pronounced  in  such  a  case,  would  be  of  bind- 
g  ouiigation  bet.veen  tne  parties  litigant.  I  de- 
i.ie,  tuerelore,  a  discussion  of  the  consutnlioiiality 
»taie  Djn.cs,  and  snail  admit,  for  th?  purpose  ol 
gument  ilieirrighllul  existence.  O.i  thisocca- 
on,  too,  1  de. line  an  exa.nination  of  their  expe. 
euey  or  utiliiy  .  Fur  the  prese-nt,  also,  the  imp'.r 
nlinquir,  Is  Waived, whether  their  exclusive  privi- 
ges  and  ..-hariered  i.nrauuiti.-s  are  in  accoidaiice 
iin  lue  ,-c-nius  ami  p.incipies  of  republican  movem- 
ent, or  co.isistent  witn  the  equal  rights  of  all  the 
luens.  1  will  not  ind'ilge  myself  here  to  speak 
the  great  question  of  bank  reform— the  .real 
lestij.i  01  a  necessary  and  thorough  revisai  of  tne 

J  stem  and  doctrine  of  corpi.ralions qiies- 

hicli  are  iriesi.,tiblv  lorcing  them.selves  upon 
Iblic  consideraliun  both  in  England  and  America, 
spite  ol  all  conservative  resistance  in  both  conn' 
les.  \\  aivmg  tile  disciissiiin  of  tiiese  topics  on  this 
)or,  I  proceed  to  an  examinalion,  not  of  the  plo- 
sions in  detail,  but  of  the  principles  of  this  fondly 
lerished  scheme  of  selecting  in  the  first  inslanc.. 
id  then  en.ploying,  by  contract. state  banks  to  per- 
rm  tue  fiscal  operations  olihc  federal  government, 
irraign  It  belore  the  country,  and  impeach  it  at 
e  bar  ol  public  opinion  of  \iolating  some  of  the 
press  provisions  of  th 


vising  'oilier  powers  not  granted  in  the  compact" — i 
ol  (li.-.(iguiing,  if  ii.jt  obliieiating,  the    line    ol  dis-    t 
tinclioii  anu  sepaialioii    between  the  aiuhorilies  ol    t 
tne  United  Slates    and  ol   the   resp.clive  stales— oil 
conlradicii.ig  the  scllled  doct.  iiies  of  polilical  econo-  :  c 
my,  and  grossly  ii.is;a:>iiig  tlie  iiatuie    and   ciriCtol|l 
taxation  and  public  expeiidiluie— and  linaliy,  upon  ,  c 
a  cip.iipiehensive  view  of  all  its  pin  poses,  |  " 
and  designs,  1  accuse  it  ol  conimenuing  lo  our  lips 
a  lank  aiiujioisouous  lederaksm,  worthy  of  tin     ' 
and  ttie  scnool  ol  Alexamler  Hamilton. 

The  ])lan  ol  convening  the  state  banl.s,  by  I 
and  compact,  into  an   auequate  and  uniform   fiscal 
system  lor  llie  who.e  United  Slates,  requires  a  lat 
tudiiious   construction  of  the  constitution,  and  a 
expanded  exertion  of  lederal  [lOwer,  extravagant, 
unprecedented,  and  alarming.     Solemnly  and  de- 
liberately com  meed  that  such  is  Ihe  chaructei  of  the 
measure,  1  am  iuipelled  l.y  a  sense  ol  duly  lo  essay 
its  exposure  to  public  reprelunsion;  and  althoiigb'l 
strongly  desire  to  ii.,i  dge  a  peacelul    temper  and  a 
conciliatory  sjiiiil;  to  avoid  criiiiinati-jii, dissension, 
and  division;  and  lo  preler  no  chaige  against   per- 
sonal liiends  and  |)oliiical  associates;  yet,  sir,  ibis 
se.ise  ol  duty  lo  my  co.isiituentsand  iny  countiy  is 
paramount  and  uiusl  be  obeyed. 

By  reference,  Mr.  Chairiuan,  it  will  be  clearly 
pcrcciveil  that  the  clauses  of  Ihe  constitution  which 
have  been  cited,  ab.-olutely  require  that  the  revenue, 
and  all  the  "public  money,"  snail  be  kepi  in  a  trea- 
sury. It  is,  therelore,  the  duly  of  ciuigress  to  cre- 
ate by  law,  to  call  into  existence  by  legal  eiiactnu  nt, 
this  treasury,  in  ^^hich  tne  public  money  must  be 
deposited  when  collected  or  receivevi;  and  it  is  also 
the  duly  of  congress  so  to  regulate  and  guard  the 
■ustody  of  the  revenue,  that  il  may  be  ready  at  every 


Sir,  this  reqiiiiesa  loice  ol  the  iinagiiialion,  a 
lanspoit  ol  the  lancy,  nlleily  b>)oi,d  the  ex,  uioi.s 
I  plain  sense  uiiil  coinn.on  oOsei  vation.  I  lis  oi.er- 
ig  an  idle  mockery  to  an  honest  man's  rea.-on.  It 
aniiot  be  thai  llie  mass  of  Ihe  people  ol  this  country 
.ive  a  iove  lor  fiction  aim  romance  so  exteiisnelv 
cullivatid.so  exquisitely  iLiineil,  as  I o  require  aili'- 
fice  and  deccjition  lor  lis  gralilicaiion,  in  Ihe  dull 
and  dry  concern  of  an  account  current  ol  receipts 
and  expei.dituris.  It  cannot  be  that  the  people  are 
yet  prepared  to  adopt  a  system,  and  stamp  it  with 
•a  final  consideraliun  and  ileliuerate  adherence," 
which  authorizes  and  requires  financial  inven. ion's, 
instead  of  "a  regular  slatement  and  account  ol  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money."  An 
honest  and  confiding  peojilc  cheerfully  anil  gene- 
rously discharge  all  their  public  burdens;  tiiey  un- 
grudgingly, and  without  conq.laint,  .•<atisly  the  last 
exactions  of  their  government;  wilh  an  uncorrupt- 
ed  simplicily,  they  readily  bditve  that  their  coiiiri- 
butions,  rendered  in  willing  obedience  to  law,  will 
be  put  in  their  own  common  treasury,  and  drawn 
out  only  to  meet  legitimate  and  necessary  appio- 
pnatioiis;  and  that  their  servants  will  give  them.iruin 
tune  to  time,  a  pla.i.,  intelligible,  and  satisfactory 
exposition.  lnsle..d  ol  a  regular  slateuienl  ami  ac 
count,  comprehensible  lo  an  ordinary  mind,  they 
receive  au  elaborate  dissertation  upon  llie  conuiliou 
of  the  finances,  and  an  abstruse  expiicaiion  ol  uvail- 
uWe  and  ii/iurai/uWc  lunds.  The  very  laws  are  an 
ollence  to  theirsense  of  morality  an.l  their  love  of 
truth,  because  they  riquire  technical  misiciircsen- 
i.ilions  of  the  true  stale  ol  the  treasury. 

Sir,  congress  is  guilty  of  gross  financial  dilajiida- 
lion,  by  surrendeiing  tne  pu..l.c  money  to  irie^pun- 
sible  persons  and  bodies  pelitic    lor  ineir    o.,iiuse 


without  contingc.icy  or  delay,  alter  lis  re-    and  belli  fit,  instead  of  kee| 


Ceipl  into  the  treasury,  wh<  n  required,  to  meet  a| 
proprijtions.  As  the  revenue  must  be  placed  in  the 
treasury,  and  as  no  money  can  be  draw  n  theielVoiii 
but  111  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 
It  results  conclusively  Itiat  no  part  of  the  piib.ic 
money  once  received  into  the  treasury  can  be  inter- 
mediately withdrawn,  or  otherwise  used  and  .  m- 
ployed.  Now,  sir,  a  treasury  cannot  be  recognised 
uy  these  essential  characteristics — of  being  the  re- 
ceptacle  of  all  jiublic  money,  retaining  it  secure 
and  inviolate  for  any  purpose  but  lor  appropriations, 
and  keeping  it  ever  ready  for  these — unless  it  be  ol 
the  entire  creation,  and  under  the  separate  and  in 
dejienileiit  supervision  and  r.-^ulation,  ol  the  con- 
suiuted  autliorities  of  the  Ui.Ued  States.  This 
Ireusuiy,  lo  answer  the  wise  [inrposes  of  its  institu 
lion,  must,  ol  course,  be  entrusted  to  the  inange- 
iiieiit  ot  human  agency;  and  this  agency,  lo  insure 
its  fidelity  and  ettieiency,  must  be  held  strictly  ac- 
couulauie  and  responsible,  and  made  susceptive  ol 
coercion  intoaprojierdisciiarge  of  duty.  The  laws 
creating  and  organizing  the  treasury  may  and  ought 
to  contain  sanctions;  llicy  may  and  ought  to  pre- 
scribe and  enforce  fine  and  punishment  for  delin- 
quency and  lailure.  Cor|iorations,  especially  those 
existing  by  state  aulhoiity,  cannot  completely  and 
efiectually,  if  at  all,  be  subjected  to  compuls'alory 
and  penal  legislation.  Hence  not  only  the  superun 
expediency,  but,  to  my  mind,  the  necessity,  of  se- 
lecting i/iJicii/uu/ rather  than  corporate  agency ol 

e.nploying  natural  lathei  than uifi/iciu/ persons.  Il 
Ihis  be  so,  it  cannot  be  co.iqiletely  and  eliectually 
.:ccomplishcd  unless  the  trea>ury  is  wholly  admin- 
istered by  olficirs  ol  the  lederal  government.  Yes. 
sir,  the  officers  pioper  of  Ihe  treasury  must  be  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned,  as  officers  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  aulhorily  ol  the  leil  -ral  government,  iniisl 
be  amenable  to  the  same  authority,  punishable  by 
III  ■  same  authority,  and  by  tlie  same  authority  re- 
.nnvab.e  fiom  office. 

.•\ccoriiing  lo  my  perception,  it  appears  clear  and 
indnpiilable  that  the  deposite  ol  the  public  moiie\ 
i'l  the  slate  banks,  and  the  ^rai.t  of  its  entire  ens 
tody  lo  Ihein  and  their   officers,  are    a    violation  ol 

the  pusilne  provisions  of  the  constitution,  w  I. ich  !  depositories  ol  the  r 
require  that  this  public  money  shall  be  placed  in 
the  treasury,  and  there  so  kept,  that  no  part  shili 
be  vvilhdrawn  at  any  time,  or  for  any  purpose,  "b:.t 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law." 
U'lt  the  revenue,  the  public  money,  thus  on  de 
posite,  although  collected  and  received,  is  not  actual- 
ly in  the  Irensury  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  It  is  there 
only  by  conleiiijilalion  of  the  law — it  is  there  only 
by  the  magic  of  legal  construction.  The  revenue 
is  placed  in  the  possossion  of  these  corporatmns; 
they  have  the  same  use  and  control  of  Ihe  public 
moni-y,  for  all  purposes  of  business,  as  liiey  have  of 
the  money  and  funds  ol  Ihemselves;  and,  in  palpa- 
ble contradiction  of  this   flagrant   lacl,  a  cr.-dulo 


It  securely  in  the 


del>atih.^,'L?^H  ■v"";'"''"""— "."<'"''"i^  '  and  confidinc   consiituency    are  gravely  invited  to  i  lurmai.'ce-it  speaks  to  command,  and  no 

lirecfnovv  "r  f'„  rV  »    "^     •    ^'         ?"''^"',""°"  «>'    Relieve,  lo  take   it   for   granted,  that    the  money  is    -and  a  want  of  approbation  cannot  ren. 
Irfin'^rir  °  ""V'^'^^'^'"'^' '"   rl^ce  of  the  in-    n-ally  and  bona  fide  in  the  treasury,  lyin;  ready  and    enacted  in  pursuance  of  the   constitiitul 


lire 

•ect  mode  of  requisitions  on  the  states— ofexer-  j  capable  of  b  i 


treasury;  and  but  lor  legal  bums  and  lechnicalitics, 
uould  be  juslly  chargable  with  peculation  and  em- 
bezzlement. The  withering  i..dignalnm  ol  a  be- 
trayed and  outraged  community  is  prevented  only 
by  ini|)Osing  on  them  "a  fiction  ol  lavv"lor  -a  mut- 
ter of  fact." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  liave  endeavored  to  show  that 
the  consiilulion  requires  that  the  collected  revenue 
sliall  be  safely  kepi  in  the  treasury  ol  tne  Ui.ilcd 
States,  and  tnat  it  cannot  be  inlermedialely  Usvri  or 
employed,  because  there  is  a  posiliie  injuncoii 
against  taki.ig  any  money  out  ol  tlie  livasuiy  but 
to  meet  approjnialions  made  by  law. 

I  have  also  endeavored  to  show  that  this  treasury, 
which  is  thus  to  hold  the  public  money,  must  ne- 
cessarily, if  it  accomplish  its  intended  purposes,  be 
wholely  created  and  solely  governed  by  Ihe  aiilhuri- 
ly  of  the  United  States.  1  nose  who  are  required 
lo  place  money  in  a  Ireasiiiy,  and  keeji  it  tluie  se- 
curely, without  being  used  Uy  themselves  or  otheis 
for  any  jiiirpose,  until  wanted  lor  a  S|)ecilic  object, 
and  are  then  bound  to  produce  i.,  must,  m  the  very 
nature  of  things,  not  only  have  ace.  ss  to  this  trea- 
sury, but  mu^t  also,  to  the  entire  exclusion  ol  all 
otheis,  have  the  entire  possession  and  conliul  ol  it. 
-Vow,  sir,  bank  olficers  and  direcluis  and  stockhol- 
ders do  nut  correspond  with  tl.ij  d.  scnpiiun  of 
persons;  and  the  bank?  do  not,  ai.u  caniiol,  cui.sli- 
tulionally,  constitute  such  a  Ireasuiy  as  1  have  de- 
scnbvd. 

A  mere  diicclion  to  deposite  Ihe  public  ir;oney 
in  the  banks  does  not,  ipiu facto,  convert  them  into 
the  treasuiy.  The  act  ol  congress  does  not  create 
them,  cannot  increase  or  dimmish  tne  poweis,  and 
cannot  righllully  stipulate  lor  the  peilurmance  of 
any  service  ngiignant  to  their  charters.  11  will 
hardly  be  arg.icd  tnat  congress  has  iiov\er  dinclly 
and  peremptoiily  to  requiie  tlie  banks  to  leceive, 
lu  keep,  to  transfer,  aim  to  disburse  the  public  mo- 
ney— lo  prescribe,  tiy  law,  tiie  mai.ner  In  which 
ihese  dull,  s  shall  be  peilormed,  and  to  imnisli  lor 
r.'lusal  lailure  or  neglect.  Sir,  1  hazard  nothing  in 
expr.ssing  Ihe  opinion,  that  no  man  w  ill  n.aiii;ain 
can  com/,e!  the  banks  to  become  the 
II  Ihere  be  no  sub- 
tive  power,  which  can  be  dircclUj  ex  rcised  to 
compel  the  banks  lo  pel  lorm  these  dulns,  then  the 
aiithori'y  lo  accomph.-li  the  same  eiiU  circ  nluusiy, 
by  indirtct  means  and  by  contrivance,  n.nsi  be  de- 
rived by  unlair  iiiteipretation.  If  congress  does 
truly  possess  the  power  under  the  constitnlion.  to 
devolve  this  duly  on  the  banks,  Ibeii  it  may  legiti- 
iiiati  ly  carry  it  into  execution,  and  may  adopt  curr- 
cice  measures.  Not  only  does  the  conslitiition  ex- 
pressly authorize  Ihe  passage  of  ail  necessary 
and  proper  laws  lo  carry  into  execution  a  granted 
power,  but  il  is  Ihe  very  essence  ol  law  lo  exact 
obedience.  A  law  is  a  rule  pn-scribed,  «  hich  must 
be  obeyed — il  enjoins  duly,  and  may  compel  per- 
ommai.d,  and  not  lo  parley 
der  a  law. 


Ion,   niiga- 


ifid, 

ig  drawn  therefrom  according  to  law.  I  toiy,  or  justify  disobedience  on  the  part  of  those  lo 
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■whom  it  is  addressed.  If  a  sanction  cannot  be  an- 1 
nexed — if  a  penalty  cannot  be  enforced,  tlien  it  is  | 
clear  that  there  is  a  want  of  legislative  authority  to 
command  what  it  proposes  to  be  performed.  In  oth- 
er words,  an  evident  and  acknowledged  inability  to 
enforce  compliance,  to  compel  performance,  is  con 
elusive  proof  of  the  non-existence  of  the  power. 
As  then  congress  cannot  constitutionally  impose 
fine  and  punishment  on  these  corporations  and  their 
officers,  lor  refusing  to  keep  tlie  public  money,  for 
failing  to  keep  it  safely,  for  declining  to  transfer  or 
disburse  it,  for  neglecting  to  refund  it  when  required, 
or  even  lor  embezzling  it,  it  would  seem  idle  to  dis- 
course about  the  existence  of  any  substantive  or 
efficient  power  to  prescribe  and  command  such  du- 
ties. A  palpable  defect  of  power  can  be  supplied 
only  in  the  mode  designated  in  the  constitution:  it 
cannot  be  obviated  by  artlul  contrivance,  by  indi- 
rection, and  by  circuity  of  legislative  action.  No 
compact,  stipulation,  or  agreement  with  these  cor- 
porations can  confer  on  congress,  or  the  executive, 
or  any  department  of  this  government,  additional 
powers,  rhe  authority  of  congress  over  the  sub- 
ject of  finance  and  revenue  cannot  depend,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  for  its  existence  or  its  exertion, 
upon  the  assent  or  dissent  of  bodies  politic.  The 
consent  of  one  or  more  states  cannot  empower  con- 
gress to  do  an  act  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  can  the  dissent  of  one  or  more  states  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  a  power  clearly  granted.  This 
doctrine  applies  a /or/iori  to  corporations  created 
by  the  ."tates,  and  subordinate  to  their  sovereignty. 
The  conclusion  is  regularly  reached,  and  is  un- 
deniable, that  the  state  banks  are  not,  and  cannot 
become,  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  de- 
signed and  required  by  the  constitution  itself.  The 
corollary  from  this  conclusion  is,  that  public  money 
placed  in  the  banks  on  deposite,  is  not  in  the  treasu- 
ry, safe,  and  ready  at  every  moment,  from  the  time 
of  its  receipt,  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  "in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law,"  and  inca- 
pable of  being  subtracted  therelVom,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  thing  else.  It  is  true,  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  annually  reports  all  that 
public  money  as  being  in  the  treasury  which  is  on 
deposite,  and  in  possession  of  the  banks;  and  it  is 
also  true  that  the  acts  making  appropriations,  re- 
gard this  public  money  in  the  same  point  of  view. 
Bat,  sir,  I  think  it  has  been  made  manifest  in  a  pre- 
vious part  of  my  argument,  that  this  whole  pro- 
ceeding rests  upon  delusion,  and  not  upon  reality; 
upon  hypothesis,  and  not  upon  fact;  that  artificial 
conclusions  are  required  by  the  character  of  our 
financial  system,  and  the  nature  of  our  legislation, 
not  warranted  by  the  actual  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury. Are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion between  the  actual  possession  of  money,  the 
real  cash  in  hand,  and  a  debt  due,  a  mere  liability 
to  pay  money.  1  understood  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Garland]  as  asserting  that  money  deposited  in  bank 
was  just  as  much  in  the  possession  of  government, 
as  when  in  the  hands  of  its  own  officers.  Do  you 
recognise  no  difference,  Mr.  Chairman,  between 
drawing  money  out  of  your  own  chest,  and  paying 
your  creditor,  and  giving  him  a  check  or  order  on 
your  debtor,  in  satisfaction  of  his  claim?  The  most 
ordinary  intellect  must  perceive  clearly  the  distinc- 
tion in  the  case  of  individuals;  and,  having  per- 
ceived this,  must  inevitably  admit  that  there  is  a 
similar  distinction  between  money  in  the  treasury, 
in  the  actual  possession  of  the  government,  which 
can  be  seen,  touched,  counted  and  used,  and  a  debt 
or  liability  from  tlie  banks  to  the  government,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  paid,  according  to  promise  and 
contract,  on  demand.  Many  an  honest  creditor,  by 
the  story  of  his  disappointment  and  distress,  a  tale 
of  real  life  without  the  embellishment,  of  fiction- 
can  readily  and  easily  explain  the  aitference  be, 
tween  receiving  money  drawn  out  of  the  treasury 
and  paid  to  him  by  a  responsible  and  authorized  oifi- 
«er  of  the  government, and  receiving  adraftuponan 
insolvent  orsuspended  debtor  bank,  in  discharge  of 
his  claim.  Such  an  one  knows  and  feels  the  dilfer- 
ence  between  the  receipt  of  money  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  bill  drawn  on  another  for  money.  A  debt 
due  and  unpaid,  is  nut  money  in  possession.  This 
delusive  idea,  that  money  deposited  in  bank  is  in 
possession  of  the  government,  is  dissipated  by  a 
positive  enactment  of  congress  at  the  late  extra 
session.  This  act  rests  upon  the  existing  facts  of 
the  case,  and  not  upon  the  hypothesis  of  the  de- 
posite system. 

[Mr.  Dromgoole  here  introduced  and  read  to  the 
committee  the  act  of  congress  passed  October  16th, 
1S37,  and  entitled  "An  act  for  adjusting  the  remain- 
ing claims  upon  the  late  deposite  banks."] 

Here,  sir,  is  an  admission  of  the  fact,  which  the 
deposite  system  endeavors  to  conceal  and  mystify, 
that  the  public  depositcs  in  the  banks  are  not  pub- 
lic money  in  the  treasury.  This  act  recognises 
Ihem  as  debts  due  to  the   United  States  from  those 


institutions;  it  extends  indulgence  to  them;  and  it 
exacts  interest  for  delaying  payment.  It  is  an  ut- 
ter absurdity  to  assert  that  the  same  identical  money 
is  in  the  treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  an  unavaila- 
ble or  unpaid  debt.  It  is  defaming  the  constitution 
to  charge  it  with  giving  sanction  or  countenance  to 
such  inexplicable  contradictions — such  irreconcila- 
ble inconsistencies. 

Next  in  the  order  of  impeachment,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  am  to  make  good  the  charge,  that  this  union 
of  the  banks  with  the  government  tends  to  defeat 
the  object  designed  by  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
lion  in  substituting  a  direct  power  to  raise  revenues 
in  place  of  the  indirect  mode  of  making  requisitions 
on  the  states,  [t  is  unnecessary  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee with  the  history  of  the  requisitions  made  by 
congress,  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  on  the 
different  states  of  the  union;  with  an  account  of  the 
delay  or  failure  of  the  states,  in  many  instances,  to 
comply;  or  with  explanations  of  the  insuperable 
difficulties,  indeed  the  acknowledged  inability  of 
congress  to  enforce  compliance.  The  principles  of 
legislation  for  states  or  governments,  in  their  corpo- 
rate or  collective  capacities,  as  contradistinguished 
from  the  individuals  oi  vihom  they  consist,  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  writers  of  the  day  to  be  the  "great 
and  radical  vice"  of  the  existing  confederation. 
The  narrative  of  those  times,  the  current  essays, 
and  the  solemn  debates,  incontestibly  prove  that  the 
correction  of  this  radical  vice  was  a  powerful  and 
leading  inducement  in  the  formation  of  the  present 
constitution.  So  thoroughly  penetrated  were  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  American  peo- 
ple, with  the  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  delegat- 
ing to  congress  a  power  of  raising  revenue,  separate 
from  and  independentof  the  states,  in  order  that  that 
body  might  preserve  the  public  faith, comply  prompt- 
ly with  all  engagements  entered  into  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  and  execute  efficiently  all  acts 
requiring  an  appropriation  of  money,  that  they  con- 
sented, in  this  particular,  to  give  the  government 
of  the  union  a  national  instead  of  s,  federal  aspect. 

Congress  was,  therefore,  authorized  to  apply  the 
revenue  power  directly  to  the  persons  of  the  citi- 
zens, relieved  from  any  dependence  on  the  states, 
as  communities,  in  their  corporate  character,  and 
exempt  from  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
of  their  intervention.  The  principle  introduced  is 
that  of  obtaining  the  necessary  revenue  by  acts  of 
legislation  operating  upon  individuals;  the  object 
was  to  secure  to  the  government  the  appropriate 
application  or  use  of  this  revenue  to  its  wants, 
without  dependence  on  corporate  bodies.  The  prin- 
ciple will  have  been  introduced  in  vain,  if,  after  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  it  may  be  returned  to 
the  states  under  the  nafne  of  deposites,  bj'  which 
operation  congress  is  again  reduced  to  a  depcndance 
on  them,  and  compelled  again  to  resort  to  the  aban- 
doned system  of  requisitions.  And  is  not  the  prin- 
ciple violated  in  a  twofold  degree  by  a  dependance 
on  banks,  by  creating  the  necessity  of  making  re- 
quisitions on  corporate  bodies,  which  are  but  the 
creatures  of  the  corporate  authority  of  the  states? 
The  case  is  too  clear  for  argument,  that  in  both  in- 
stances the  principle  is  violated,  and  in  both  instan- 
ces the  object  is  defeated.  These  corporations  may 
delay  or  decline  compliance  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  government^may  refuse  to  pay  the  bills  of 
government  drawn  on  them — may  deny  to  the  go- 
vernment the  use  of  its  own  revenue.  The  patriot- 
ism, the  public  spirit,  the  sense  of  justice  which 
resides  in  corporations,  is  a  sorry  and  unsafe  re- 
liance for  the  support  of  government.  Suppose 
they  lock  up  the  revenue;  suppose  they  refuse  to 
yietditupfor  ever,  or  for  a  time,  in  peace  or  in 
war,  where  is  the  remedy  against  their  contumacy; 
where  is  the  relief  from  this  miserable  dependance? 
For  the  present,  I  only  raise  the  question  of  reme- 
dial action — I  do  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  its 
feasibility. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sincerely  convinced  that  a 
government  made,  by  its  organization,  depeiulenton 
corporations  is  fundamentally  defective  and  imbe- 
cile; if  the  agents,  entrusted  with  its  administra- 
tion, voluntarily  reduce  it  to  such  a  dependence, 
they  are  faithless  to  their  charge.  Such  a  depen- 
dance, especially  in  matters  of  revenue,  is  incom- 
patible with  the  very  idea  of  government.  A  go- 
vernment does  not  exist  in  its  full  constitutional 
health  and  vigor,  which  depends,  for  its  supplies, 
on  the  contingent  will  of  a  corporation.* 

The  next  count  in  the  bill  of  indictment  which  I 
have  preferred,  charges  the  scheme  under  examina- 
tion with  exercising  powers  not  granted  in  the  com- 
pact.    It  usurps  a  power,  no  where  granted,  of  loan- 

*The  reader  is  respectfully  referred  to  Nos.  15 
and  16  of  the  letters  of  Publius,  in  the  work  en- 
titled the  "Federalist;"  extracts  from  which  had 
been  noted,  but  were  omitted  in  committee  for  Ihe 
sake  of  economizing  time. 


ing  out  the  public  money.  The  constitution  does 
not,  and,  for  wise  reasons,  ought  not,  to  confer  on 
congress  the  authority  to  lend  money.  "To  borrow 
money,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,"  is  ex- 
pressly authorized;  but  no  permission  of  the  con- 
verse operation  is  to  be  found  in  the  enumeration 
of  grants  to  congress.  To  loan  public  money  is 
not  necessary  or  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
any  vested  power,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  of  in- 
dispensable implication.  The  power  to  loan  money 
implies  the  right  to  levy  and  collect  an  excess  of 
revenue  beyond  the  necessary  and  appropriate 
wants  of  the  government.  Applications  for  loans 
would  greatly  multiply  the  inducements  to  super- 
flous,  unjust,  and  oppressive  taxation.  A  desire  to 
negotiate  loans  from  the  government,  urged  under 
the  pretext  of  promoting  tf  -public  good,  would 
enlist  a  host  of  expectants  and  applicants,  and 
would  combine  an  interest  in  favor  of  surplus  re- 
venues, which  would  ultimately  prove  irresistible 
and  overwhelming.  Among  the  most  eager  and 
importunate  in  their  solicitations  for  the  use  of  the 
public  money  always,  as  at  present,  will  be  seen 
the  corporations  of  the  country.  Deficiencies  of  the 
revenue  appear  to  have  been  contemplated  as  of 
probable  occurrence,  and  hence,  very  properly,  the 
power  "to  borrow  money"  is  expressly  granted, 
and  made  permanent;  but  the  idea  of  a  surplus 
revenue  of  taxation  beyond  the  necessary  wants 
and  consumption  of  government,  seems  to  have 
been  cautiously  excluded  from  any  place  in  the 
constitution.  We  search  in  vain  lor  any  semblance 
of  the  power  to  lend  public  money.  The  evident 
danger  of  abuse  and  oppression,  by  inordinate  taxa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  granting  loans  to  fa\'ored 
individuals  or  associations,  vindicates  the  wisdom 
of  withholding  such  a  power,  and  impresses,  with 
certainty,  the  conclusion  that  none  such  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  contemplated.  A  total  absence  of 
all  authority  to  lend  the  public  money,  in  any  form, 
ought  to  furnish  some  security  that  taxation  would 
be  restricted  to  the  simple  purpose  of  appropria- 
tion. Unless  loan  and  appropriation  are  synony- 
mous, or  confounded,  the  restriction  of  the  money 
in  the  treasury  to  appropriations  is  an  exclusion  of 
its  employment  in  the  business  of  loans. 

Having  ascertained,  as  I  think,  incontrovertibly, 
that  "to  Tend  money"  is  the  exercise  of  a  power 
not  granted  in  the  compact,  it  remains,  in  regular 
order,  to  inquire  whether  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lie  money  with  the  banks  are,  in  fact,  loans.  It 
has  been  previously  demonstrated  that  these  depo- 
sites are  not  money  actually  in  the  treasury,  but  are 
debts  due  from  the  banks  to  the  United  States.  To 
undertake,  in  addition  to  this,  to  demonstrate  fur- 
ther that  these  debts  are  the  result  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced or  loaned,  would  be  clearly  to  supererogate. 
It  would  be  the  useless  employment  of  adducing 
testimony  in  proof  of  a  notoriously  self-evident 
fact.  The  eleventh  section  of  the  famous  distribu- 
tion and  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1S36,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money,"  expressly  admits  that  the  public  mo- 
ney placed  in  the  banks,  under  the  name  of  "de- 
posite," is  loaned  to  them,  and  requires  interest  for 
the  use  of  it.  In  committee  of  the  whole  on  that 
bill,  I  moved  to  strike  out  the  part  requiring  inter- 
est, placing  the  motion  distinctly  on  the  ground 
that  it  openly  recognised  the  right  of  congress  to 
loan  out  the  public  money.  The  clause  requiring 
interest  had  been  inserted  and  defended  upon  the 
principle  that  the  banks  ought  to  pay  for  lie  use 
of  the  public  money.  Thus  did  congress,  "a  mere 
trustee  of  the  public  treasure,"  bound  to  make  a 
specific  appli(;ation  of  it,  assume  the  right  to  divert 
it,  and  to  loan  it  out  on  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  scheme  of  forming  compacts 
or  agreements  with  persons  or  bodies  politic,  not 
holding  offices  created,  or  appointments  made,  by 
this  government,  to  take  possession  of  the  revenue, 
with  permission  to  use  and  employ  it  upon  condi- 
tion of  performing  certain  services,  rests  upon  a 
virtual  assumption  of  the  power  to  "farm  out  the 
revenues."  There  are  general  laws  specifying 
and  declaring  what  duties  or  taxes  shall  be  paid. 
We  have  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of 
revenue  accruing  from  the  collection.  Can  the  go- 
vernment turn  o\'er  to  others,  be  they  natural  or 
artificial,  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  with  the  right 
of  conversion  to  their  own  use,  in  consideration  ol 
a  promise  or  agreement  to  pay  out  and  disburse,  as 
may  be  required,  an  equivalent  sum?  Let  this  in 
debtedness,  this  liability,  be  equal  to  a  fairly  csti-j 
mated  amount  of  all  duties  and  taxes,  deducting 
only  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  expense! 
and  trouble  of  collection,  and  making  a  just  allow- 
ance for  failures  or  losses;  let  there  be  ample  se- 
curity for  strict  and  faithful  performance,  still  is  it 
competent  for  congress  to  convey  and  transfer  thei 
gross  uncollected  revenue?  I  shall  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  no  jierson    will    undertake    to   defend  the 
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policy  or  the  constitutionality  of  such  an  arrange- f  respective  limits,  the  whole  bankini;  system.  Tliey 
meiit.  And  where,  it  may  very  properly  be  in-  may,  in  virtue  ot  their  exclusive  power  of  legisla- 
quirLi],  is  the  dilference  in  principle  between  re-  lion  over  their  own  corporate  bodies,  interdict  Ihem 
ceiving  an  acknowledgment  of  a  debt,  as  a  consid-  lioni  enteiing  the  service  of  another  government, 
erution  for  the  transfer  of  the  revenue  before  and  '  I'hey  may  inhibit  or  aunul  all  contracts  and  agree- 


after  its  collection?  In  both  cases,  the  custody, 
possession,  and  use,  of  the  revenue  is  surrendered, 
given,  granted,  and  conveyed;  and,  in  return  there- 
for, a  promise  or  obligation  is  taken  for  so  much 
money,  payable  and  to  be  paid  on  demand;  to  be 
disbursed  or  doled  out  by  the  grantee  according  to 
the  requisition  of  the  grantor. 

The  government,  sir,  is  to  encounter  all  the  dif- 
ficulty and  expense  of  collecting  the  public  mo 


ments  made  by  the  banks,  which  are  not  in  strict 
pursuance  of  a  rigid  interpretation  of  their  charters, 
i'hese  things  are  manifestly  within  the  competency 
of  stale  authority,  and  would  ettectually  prevent  any 
connection  between  federal  revenues  and  the  local 
banks,  without  impeding  or  obstructing  the  right- 
ful action  of  the  government;  without  impairing,  in 
the  least,  its  right  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,"  to  place  all  public  money  in 


it  is  to  incur,  as  it  should  do,  the  responsibility  aiid  H'e  treasury,  to  provide  lor  its  being  kept  there  ex 
the  odium,  if  any,  of  enforcing  an  unjust  anil  op- !  clusively  and  securely,  and  to  reg^ilate  the  mode 
pressive  system  of  taxation;  and  then,  is  to  let  out,  and  manner  of  drawing  out  the  same  by  its  own  of- 
by  special  contract,  to  such  banks  as  may  be  the  I'icers,  in  consequence  of  appropriations.  If,  how- 
selected  objects  of  favor,  the  entire  revenue,  to  be  l  ever,  the  selection  and  employment  of  these  banks 
employed,  at  their  unlimited  discretion,  in  the  i  rested  upon  any  authority  deducible  from  the  terms 
business  of  trade  and  speculation  in  all  its  varie- '  of  the  compact,  the  states,  who  are  parties,  could 
ties.  No  matter  how  artfully  this  system  of  de-  "ot  thus  easily  and  efficiently  interpose  to  arrest  the 
po.'sile  may  be  disguised  in   its   terms  and  stipula-  I  progress  of  its  exercise. 

lions;  no  matter  by  what  delusive  epithets  it  may]  Wr.  Chairman,  I  proceed  next  to  show  that  this 
be  denominated,  "to  this  complexion  it  comes  at  alliance  with  the  banks  tends  to  efface  the  line  of 
last,"  that  the  banks  are  the  "farmers  general"  of  partition  between  the  states  and  the  federal  govern- 
the  revenues   of  the   United  Slates.     I    have  cha-    ment.     It  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  members  of 


racterized  this  proceeding  as  an  assumption  of  a 
power  not  granted,  but  it  might  be  adopting  a  more 
correct  mode  of  expression,  to  designate  it  a  surren- 
der of  the  rights  and  duties  of  congress  to  corpo- 
rations. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  these  chars;esof  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  and  an  assumption  of 
power  not  granted,  make  an  application  of  a  lead- 
ing doctrine  of  the  republican  party,  contained  in 
their  creed,  as  expounded  in  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, in  Taylor's  resolutions,  and  in  INIadison's  re- 
port. In  that  resolution,  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  committee  has  been  heretofore  invited,  it  is  de- 
clared: "That,  in  case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable, 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  other  powers,  not  grant- 
ed by  the  compact,  the  states,  who  are  parties 
thereto,  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound 


the  committee,  that,  in  the  commencement  ol  my 
remarks,  I  laid  down,  as  part  of  the  groundwork  of 
my  argument,  the  fundamental  principle  of  a  divi- 
sion and  distribution  of  political  power  between  the 
two  governments,  I  have  marked  several  passa- 
ges, both  in  Taylor's  "Construction  Construed" 
and  his  "Inquiry,"  demonstrating  and  enforcing 
this  great  principle  in  the  structure  ol  our  political 
systems.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  refer  to  the 
views  and  arguments  of  this  pure  patriot  and  emi- 
nent statesman,  on  account  of  their  own  merit  and 
the  high  estimation  in  which  they  are  held  in  my 
own  state;  but  to  save  time,  now  become  so  valua- 
ble, I  will  forego  my  desire  to  read  extracts  from 
the  works  before  me. 

This  primary  principle   teaches  us  that  each  go- 
vernment has  its  appropriate  and  separate  duties  to 


interpose  for  ai resting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  !  perlbrm,  and  that  each  has  its  separate  and  distinct 
for  maintaining  within  their  respective  limits,  the  i  functionaries  and  institutions.  The  conversion  of 
authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  appertaining  lo  |  those  belonging  to  the  states  into  the  fiscal  func- 
theiu."  The  principle  here  asserted  is  maintained  I  tionaries  of  the  federal  government,  blends,  mixes, 
also  in  the  Kentucky  resolutions;  and  it  is  clearly  I  and  confuses  the  public  money  of  the  latter  with 
explained,  strongly  enforced,  and  conclusively  de-  t  l'"^  money  and  funds  of  the  states,  and  ol  the  local 
fended,  la  Madison's  report.  It  receives  my  most)  companies  organized  by  their  authority.  In  many 
hearty  and  unqualified  concurrence.  The  purpose,  I  instances  the  same  banks  will  be  in  the  fiscal  em- 
at  present,  however,  is  not  lo  inquire  whether  it  is  '  ployment  of  the  states  and  of  the  United  States  at 
a  case  of  such  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  ,  ""■  same  time.  The  officers  and  members  of  com- 
exercise  of  powers  not  granted,  as  to  require  and  ;  panics  created  by  the  slates,  accountable  and  re- 
justify  the  interposition  of  the  states  for  the  pur-  sponsible  to  the  states,  undertake,  by  contract,  to 
pose  of  arresting  it  within  their  respective  limits.  I  render  themselves  accountable  and  responsible  to 
Probably  it  might  be  so  regarded,  were  it  possible  j  "i'^  government,  and  thus  to  draw  over  Ihem  the 
to  discuss  the  matter  in  all  its  relations  and  conse-  j  niantleof  federal  jurisdiction.  If,  technically  speak- 
quences  to  our  institutions,  state  and  federal,  free  |  i"Si 'hey  do  not  become  officers  under  federal  ap- 
Irom  the  influence  of  banks  and  the  power  of  I  pointment,  yet  most  assuredly  they  are  contiaclors 
money.  I  with  the  government.     How   far,  in  virtue  of  this 

The  federal  government  possesses  its  powers,  |  contract  with  the  corporate  body  the  character  of 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  states  and  their  go-  :  contractor  attaches  to  each  member  individually,  it 
vernments,  and  in  a  rightful  exercise  of  them  can-  I  's  not  material  to  inquire;  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
not  be  hindered,  obstructed,  or  prevented  by  the  in- i  rs*''*'6  ^  question  mooted  in  this  house  in  1806, 
terposition  of  state  authority.     The  states   cannot  i  w^tether   coniraciois   are  officers.    If  the  president, 


io  exercise  this  right  of  interposition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  the  evil  of  federal  usurpation,  as 
;o  violate  the  compact  lo  which  they  are  parties. 
Whenever,  therefore,  a  state  can  successfully  in- 
;erpose,  without  violating  the  compact,  to  defeat 
»nd  prevent  the  progress  of  federal  action,  it  would 
leem  to  show  conclusively  that  the  arrested  action 
was  not  authorized  by  the  compact.  I  do  not  mean 
:o  go  into  an  exposition  of  the  whole  doctrine  of 
itate  interposition.  Let  it  suffice  here  to  avow  the 
jelief  that  the  modes  are  various;  that  the  inter- 
josing  act  miy  be  effected  by  the  existing  govern- 
nents  of  the  states  through  the  agency  of  one  or 
Ul  its  departments,  as  may  be  deemed  best  and  most 
ippropriate;  and  that  the  mode  and  the  manner  of 
nterposing  must  depend  on  the  nature  and  extent 
)f  the  evil  to  be  arrested. 

Now,  sir,  is  there  any  mode  in  which  the  states 
nay,  rightfully  and  successfully,  interpose  to  ar- 
■est  and  prevent  the  employment  of  their  banks  as 
iscal  agents  of  this  federal  government? 

Surely  it  will  not  be  questioned  but  that  the 
itates  may  prohibit  any  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
heir  banks  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  mav 
irevent  the  federal  government   from  becoming  a 


directors,  and  members,  are  converted  into  con 
tractors,  and  conlraclors  are  officers,  then  they  are 
ineligible  to  seats  in  either  house  of  congress,  under 
the  sixth  Section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution; and  in  my  own  state,  every  person  holdin<' 
any  office  or  place,  any  commission  or  appoint- 
ment whatsoever,  whether  any  pay  or  emoluments 
be  attached  thereto  or  not,  and  every  person  in  any 
way  accepting  or  receiving  any  emolument  what- 
ever, is  entirely  disqualified  for  holding  any  office 
therein.  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide  here  for 
my  slate  a  question  coram  nonjudicc,  and  which  she 
is  fully  competent  to  deride  lor  herself:  whether 
every  officer  and  stockholder  of  a  bank,  perfonn- 
ing,  under  selection  and  appointment  by  this  go- 
vernment, and  under  the  terms  and  obligations  of  an 
express  stipulation  or  agreement,  the  duties  of  fiscal 
agent,  do  not  hold  some  office,  place,  com- 
mission, or  appointment,  or  do  not,  in  some 
way,  accept  or  receive  some  pay  or  emolument  and 
are  not  thereby  entirely  disqualified  for  holding  any 
office  in  the  commonwealth?  It  is  a  question,  per- 
haps, novel  to  all,  and  never  considered  by  any; 
but  in  the  progress  of  the  system,  should  It  unfor- 
tunately be  revived  and  continued,  it  may  prove  to 


nember  of  any  incorporaled  company  within  their  i  he  one  of  deep  and  vital  importance  to  the  rights  of 
■especlive  limits.  The  states,  in  the  act  of  incor-  the  state,  and  to  the  pure  administration  of  her 
loration,  may  prescribe  admissions  into,  and  ex-  laws.  It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  discuss  or  decide 
:lusioiis  from,  the  company.  Here,  then,  is  one  it.  My  object  was  to  bring  to  view  such  effects,  to 
ipecies  of  connection  which  may  be  avoiiled.  The  suggest  such  questions  and  doubts  and  difficulties, 
itates  have  clearly  the  right  to  supervise,  regulate,  as  served  to  show  that  the  enlistment  of  state  in- 
ind  control,  the  conduct  of  their  own  local  institu-  stitutlons  Into  federal  employment,  tended  to  con- 
ions.  They  may,  In  their  wisdom  and  discretion,  i  fuse  and  complicate  the  business  and  the  duties  of 
n  the  progress  of  time,  discontinue,  within  their  |  the  two  governments,  and  thereby  to  efface,  or  ren- 


der less  distinct,  that  "line  of  partition,"  w  hich  the 
republican  members  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  in  their  solemn  address  to  the  people,  ac- 
companying the  resolutions  of  December,  1798, 
declared  they  were  under  "the  strongest  obligation 
to  preserve  unimpaired."  I  will  conclude  tliis  di- 
vision of  the  subject,  by  repeating  and  re-affirming 
some  observations  which  were  incidentally  drawn 
from  me  on  a  former  occasion: 

"He  i«/s  one  of  those  who  wished  to  organize  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  upon  its  true  consti- 
tutional ground,  and  to  disconnect  it  entirely  and 
wholly  from  its  union  with  slate  institutions.  He 
believed  that  good  policy  required  it;  that  past  ex- 
perience demonstrated  its  necessity;  and  he  believ- 
ed it  to  be  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  obvious  intention  of  the  framers  of 
that  instrument.  He  was  well  satisfied,  from  rea- 
son and  reflection,  as  well  as  from  the  lights  of  lor- 
mer  experiments,  that  the  state  banks,  from  their 
limited  and  local  character,  and  from  their  separate 
and  unconnected  existence,  under  different  state 
aiilhorlties,  could  never  harmoniously,  adequately, 
and  efficiently  perform  the  functions  of  fiscal  agents 
to  the  federal  government. 

"Mr.  D.  observed  that  it  was  a  principle  long  es- 
tablished in  Virginia,  that  the  business  and  opera- 
tions of  each  government,  state  and  federal,  should 
be  kept  separate  and  distinct.  That  each  govern- 
ment should  be  confined  to  its  own  orbit;  that  each 
should  separately  exercise  its  own  appropriate  pow- 
ers; that  the  officers  and  the  administration  ot  the 
two  governments  should  not  be  united  or  blended 
in  the  same  persons^are,  in  the  good  old  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  regarded  as  cardinal  doctrines. 
The  proposed  connection  between  the  banks  and 
the  federal  government — the  mixture  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  two  governments  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mon fiscal  agent — the  transfusion  of  the  moneys  of 
the  federal  government  into  the  business  of  corpo- 
rations— are  a  palpable  violation  of  the  political 
creed  of  Virginia,  which  she  has  constantly  and  ar- 
dently cherished.  Such  was  the  wakeful  jealousy 
on  this  subject;  such  the  anxious  desire  to  establish 
and  secure  this  great  principle  of  state  sovereignly, 
(doubtless  to  jjuard  effectually  against  any  sinister 
influence  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government) — 
that  at  the  very  first  session  after  the  Virginia  con- 
vention had  ratified  the  federal  constitution,  the  le- 
gislature enacted  that  any  person  holding  any  office 
or  place,  any  commission  or  appointment  whatso- 
ever, whether  any  pay  or  emolument  was  attached 
thereto  or  not,  or  if  in  any  way  accepting  or  receiv- 
ing any  emolument  whatever  should  be  entirely  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office  in  the  state.  And 
the  preamble  of  the  act,  after  reciting  that  the  con- 
vention had  assented  to  the  federal  constitution  and 
the  creation  of  a  federal  government,  declares,  that 
'it  is  judged  expedient  and  necessary  that  all  those 
employed  in  the  administration  of  said  government 
ought  to  be  disqualified  from  holding  or  administer- 
ing any  office  or  place  whatsoever  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  commonwealth.' 

This  was  the  doctrine  maintained  from  the  first 
by  the  revolutionary  fathers  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  solemnly  embodied  into  law  in  17?8,  at  the  ses- 
sion that  intervened  between  the  act  of  ratification 
and  the  commencement  of  the  federal  government. 
From  that  period  to  the  present  it  has  been  careful- 
ly preserved  among  our  living  statutes.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  upholding  the  same  principle  of 
keeping  the  state,  and  all  its  institutions  exempt 
from  any  improper  influence  or  interference  by  tlie 
federal  government,  it  is  a  part  of  our  fundamental 
law,  a  jirovision  of  our  amended  constitution,  that 
certain  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  incapable  of  exercising  the  elective  fran- 
chise. Mr.  D.  unhesitatingly  avowed  that  he  teas 
of  those  who  advocated  an  entire  separation  be- 
tween the  revenues  of  the  federal  government  and 
the  state  banks." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  also  charged  this  scheme, 
of  surrendering  the  revenues  to  the  use  and  em- 
ployment of  the  banks,  with  contradicting  the  set- 
tled doctrines  of  political  economy,  and  grosslv 
mistaking  the  nature  and  effect  of  taxation  and 
public  expenditure.  On  this  branch  of  the  subject 
I  might  detain  the  committee  with  numerous  refer- 
ences to  authors  of  established  reputation,  and  with 
copious  extracts  from  their  erudite  invesligations. 
.Admonished  by  the  brevity  of  our  time,  and  out  of 
respect  lo  the  anxiety  of  others  to  be  heard,  I  will 
content  myself  with  a  few  quotations  from  a  single 
writer. 

On  the  subject  of  public  expenditure,  of  con- 
sumption by  government,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  from  Say's  Political  Economy  the  follow- 
ing: 

"If  I  have  made  myself  understood,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  third  book,  my  readers  will  have 
no  difficulty  in   comprehending  that   public   con- 
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BumiilioM,  or  thut  which  takes  place  (or  Ihe  general 
utili!y  ol  Uie  whole  coimnnuily,  is  precisely  analo- 
gous to  Ihal  ol  consiuuplion,  which  (;oes  to  talisly 
the  wants  ol  imluidnals  or  lauiilies.  In  either  case, 
there  is  aileslruclion  ol  values,  and  alossol  wealth, 
allhou^'h,  perhaps,  not  a  shilling  of  specie  goes  out 
or  llie'coiintry.  ^  ,    ,      ,      ,      ^ 

'■By  way  ol  ensuring  conviction  of  the  truth  ol 
this  posuion,  let  us  trace,  from  fiist  to  last,  the  pas- 
sa'e  of  a  product  towards  ultimati'  consumption  on 
the  public  uccouut, 

"Trie  government  exacts  from  a  tax-payer  the 
payment  of  a  given  tax  in  the  shape  of  ui.'ney. — 
To  meet  tnis  aeinand,  the  tax-payer  exchanges  part 
of  the  products  at  his  disposal  lor  coin  wliich  he 
pays  to  the  tax-gatherer;  a  second  set  of  goveni- 
meiit  a>'ents  are  busied  in  buying  with  that  coin 
cloth  and  other  necessaries  for  Ihe  soldiery.  Up  lo 
this  point,  there  is4io  value  lost  or  consumed;  there 
has  only  b'^en  a  gratuitous  transfer  of  value  and  a 
subisquent  act  01  bailer;  but  the  value  contributed 
by  the  subject  still  exists  in  the  siiape  of  stores  and 
supjiiies  ill  the  military  depot.  In  the  end,  howe- 
ver, this  value  is  consumed;  and  then  the  porlion 
of  wealth  which  passess  from  the  hands  of  the  tax- 
payer into  those  of  the  tax-gatherer,  is  destroyed 
and  annihilated. 

'•Yet  it  is  not  the  sum  of  money  that  is  destroyed; 
that  has  only  passed  from  one  hand  to  another, 
either  wiihuut  any  return,  as  when  it  passed  from 
the  lax-payer  to  the  tax  gatherer,  or  in  exchange 
for  an  equivalent,  as  when  it  passed  from  the  go- 
vernment agent  to  the  contractor  for  clothing  and 
supplies.  Tlie  value  of  the  money  survives  the 
whole  operation,  and  goes  through  three,  four,  or  a 
dozen  lunds  without  any  sensible  alteration:  it  is 
the  value  of  the  clothing  and  necessaries  that  dis- 
appears, with  precisely  the  same  ertect  as  if  the 
tax-payer  had,  with  the  same  money,  purchased 
clothing  and  necessaries  lor  his  own  private  con- 
sumption. The  sole  difference  is,  that  the  indivi- 
dual ill  the  one  case,  and  the  state  in  the  other,  en- 
joys the  satisfaction  resulting  from  that  consump- 
tion. 

"The  same  reasoning  may  be  applied  to  all  other 
]  kinds  of  public  consumption.     Wlieii  the  money  of 
)  :he  taxpayer  goes  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  public  of- 
i  ficer,  that  officer  sells  his  time.  Ins  talents,  and  his 
'  exertions,  to  [lie  public,  all   which  are  consumed 
for  public  purposes,     fin  the  other  hand,  th.it  olfi- 
cer  consumes,  instead  of  the  tax-payer,  the    value 
he  receives  in  lieu  of  his  services,  in  the  same  man- 
ner AS  any  clerk  or  person  in  the  private  employ  ol 
the  tax- payer  would  do. 

'•There  lias  long  been  a  prevalent  notion,  that  the 
values  paid  by  the  comniunily  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, relurii  lo  it  again  in  some  shape  or  other;  in 
the  vulgar  phrase, "that  what  government  and  lis 
agents  r  ceive,  is  refunded  again  by  their  expendi- 
ture. This  is  a  gross  fallacy,  but  one  that  has  been 
productive  of  inhnite  mischief,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
been  the  pretext  for  a  great  deal  of  .shameless  waste 
;  and  ddapidation.  The  value  paid  to  government 
by  the  tax-payer,  is  given  without  equivalent  or 
1  return;  it  is  expended  by  Ihe  government  in  Ihe 
1  5urchase  of  personal  service  of  objectsof  consunip- 
t  ion;  ill  one  word,  of  products  of  equivalent  value, 
\  vhich  are  actually  transferred,  l-'urchase  or  ex- 
I  :haiige  is  a  very  dilferent  thing  Irom  restitution.* 
"T'.irn  it  which  way  you  will,  this  operalinn, 
1  .hough  often  very  complex  in  the  execution,  musi 
;  ilways  be  reducible  by  analysis  lo  this  plain  state- 
.  ment.  A  product  consumed  iiiu^t always  he  a  pro- 
1  duct  lost,  tie  the  co.isiimer  who  he  may:  lost  wiili- 
1  )ut  return,  whenever  no  value  or  advantage  is  re- 
c  eived  in  return  but  lo  the  tax-payer,  the  advaii- 
t  ages  deiived  from  the  services  of  the  public  fuiic- 
1  ionarv,  or  from  the  consumption  erf-.-eted  in  the 
f  Mosecution  ol  public  objects,  is  a  posili\e  return. 
"II,  then,  public  and  private  expendilure  alfecl 
£  ocial  wealln  m  the  sa.ne  manner,  the  principles  of 
1  conomy,  bv  which  it  should  be  regulated,  must  he 
I  he  same  in  both  ca>es.  There  are  not  two  kinds 
o  f  economy,  any  more  than  two  kinds  of  honesty, 

0  r  of  mor.ilily.  If  a  government  or  an  individual 
c  onsuiiie  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  biilh  to  a  pro- 
d  net  larger  than  that  consumed,  a  successful  effort 
of  productive  industry  will  be  luaile.  If  no  pro- 
diuct  result  from  the  act  of  consumption,  there  is  a 

1  OSS  of  value,  whether  to  the  stale  or  lo  the  indivi- 


dual; yet  probably  that  loss  of  value  may  have  been  i  wealth;  for  they  are  seized   on,   and  devoured  by 

productive  of  all  the  good  anticipated.  Military  taxation.  It  is  a  glaring  absurdity  lo  pretend  that 
stores  and  supplies,  and  the  time  and  labor  of  civil  j  taxation  contributes  lo  national  wealth,  by  engross- 
and  military  functionaries  engaged  in  the  etfettual  i  ing  part  of  the  national  produce,  and  enriches  the 
defence  ol  the  state,  are  well  bestowed,  though  nation,  by  consuming  part  of  lis  wealth.  Indeed, 
consumed  and  annihilated;  it  is  the  same  with  them    it  would  be  trilling  w  ith  my  readers'  time  lo  notice 


as  with  llie  commodities  and  personal  service  that 
have  been  consumed  in  a  private  establishment. — 
The  sole  benefit  resulting  in  the  latter  case  is,  the 
satisfaciio;i  of  a  want;  if  tne  want  had  no  existence, 
the  expense  or  consumption  is  a  positive  mischie/, 
incurred  wilhout  an   object.     So   likewise   of  the 


such  a  fallacy,  did  not  most  governments  act  upon 
tiiis  principle,  and  had  not  well-intentioned  and  sci- 
entific wriiers  endeavored  to  support  and  establish 
it." 

The  opportunity  afforded  the  banks,  the  permis- 
sion and  encouragement  to  them,  to  employ  the  le- 


•I)r.  Hamilton,  in  hi';  valuable  tract  upon  ■•The 
Nilional  Debt  of  Great  Britain,"  illustrates  the  ab- 
surdi'y  of  the  position  here  attacked,  by  comparing 
i.t  to  the  "forcible  entry  ol  a  robber  into  a  mer- 
chant's home,  who  should  take  away  his  money, 
and  tell  him  he  did  him  no  injury,  for  the  money, 
or  part  ol  it,  would  be  employed  in  pnrchasingtlie 
r.oinmodilies  he  dealt  in,  upon  which  he  would  re- 
ceive a  profit."  The  encouragement  ad'orded  by 
the  public  expenditure  is  precisely  analogous. 


public  consumption:  systematic  profusion,  the  crea-  i  venue  in  l.-ade  and  business;  its  conversion,  in  lact, 
tion  of  an  office  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  a  1  alter  collection,  into  banking  capital,  as  the  basis 
salary,  the  destruction  of  an  article  fur  tne  mere  not  only  of  commercial,  but  of  variou.s  other  opera- 
pleasure  of  paying  for  it,  are  acts  of  extravagance  lions,  is  a  palpable  violation  of  these  plain  and  sim- 
either  in  a  government  or  an  individual,  in  a  small    pie  truths.     The  introduction  of  a  .system  lounded 


state  or  a  large  one,  in  a  republic  or  a  monarchy. 
JS'ay,  there  is  more  criminality  in  public  than  in 
private  extravagance  and  profusion;  inasmuch  as 
the  individual  squandeis  only  what  belongs  to  him; 
but  the  government  has  nothing  of  its  own  to 
squander,  being,  in  fact,  a  mere  trustee  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure. 

"What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  the  principles 
laid  down  by  those  writers  who  have  labored  to 
draw  an  essential  distinction  between  public  and 
private  wealth,  to  show  that  economy  is  the  way  to 
increase  private  fortune,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
public  wealth  increases  with  the  increase  of  public 
consiimiition;  interring  thence  this  false  and  dan- 
gerous conclusion,  th.it  the  rules  of  conduct  in  the 
management  of  private  fortune  and  of  public  trea- 
sure, are  not  only  different,  but  in  direct  opposi- 
tion." 

In  relation  to  the  character  and  eff'ect  of  taxation, 
I  ask  indulgence  whilst  I  read  a  few  selected  sen- 
tences Irom  the  same  author: 

"Taxation  is  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  na- 
tional products  from  the  hands  of  individuals  to 
those  of  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  public  consuuiption  or  expendilure.  What- 
ever be  the  denominalion  it  bears — whether  tax, 
contribution,  duty,  excise,  custom,  aid,  subsidy, 
grant,  or  free  gift — it  is  virtually  a  burden  imposed 
upon  individuals,  either  in  a  separate  or  in  a  corpo- 
rate character,  by  the  ruling  power  for  the  time  be- 
ing, for  Ihe  purpose  of  supplying  the  consumption 
it  may  think  proper  to  make  at  their  expense;  in 
short,  an  impost,  in  the  literal  sense. 

"It  would  be  loreign  to  the  plan  of  this  work  to 
inquire  in  whom  the  right  of  taxation  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  vested.  In  the  science  of  political  economy, 
taxation  must  be  considered  as  matter  of  fact,  and 
not  ol  right;  and  notldng  further  is  to  be  regarded 
than  its  nature,  the  source  whence  it  derives  the 
values  it  absorbs,  and  its  effects  upon  national  and 
individual  interests.  The  province  of  this  science 
extends  no  further. 

'■The  object  of  taxation  is,  not  the  actual  com- 
modity, but  the  \alue  o(  the  commodity  given  by 
the  t-^x-payer  to  the  taxgatherer.  It  being  paid  in 
silver,  in  goods,  or  in  personal  service,  is  a  mere 
accidentaf  circumstance,  which  may  be  more  or 
less  advantageous  to  the  subject  or  to  the  sovereign. 
The  essential  point  is  the  value  of  the  silver,  the 
goods,  or  the  service. 

"The  moment  that  value  is  parted  with  by  the 
lax-payer,  it  is  positively  lost  to  him:  the  moment 
it  is  consumed  by  the  government  or  its  agents,  il 
IS  lost  to  all  the  woild,  and  never  reverts  to,  or  re- 
exists  in,  society.  This,  I  apprehend,  has  been  al- 
ready demonstrated,  when  the  general  effect  of 
public  consumption  was  und.-^r  consideration.  It 
w  as  then  shown  that,  however  the  money  levied  by 
taxation  may  be  refunded  to  the  nation,  its  value 
is  refunded,  because  it  is  never  returned  g 


upon  the  hypothesis  that  that  value  which  is  con- 
sumed by  government  is  still  in  existence,  and  ca- 
pable of  profitable  employment  and  reproduction 
is  an  absurdity  and  a  delusion  little  less  extrava- 
gant than  would  be  the  idea,  in  a  treatise  on  popu- 
lation, that  ihe  extinguishment  of  life  is  not  a  de- 
struction of  human  existence — a  subtraction  from 
the  numerical  aggregate.  It  may  be  urged  that  Ihe 
visible  growth  and  prosperity  ol  the  country,  the 
acknowledged  augmentation  of  the  grand  total  of 
national  wealth,  refutes  the  opinion  that  taxation 
and  expenditure  are  an  absolute  ileslruclion  of  so 
much  value  or  wealth.  Such  reasoning  is  about  as 
convincing,  such  logic  is  as  conclusive,  as  to  main- 
lain  that  the  continued  increase  ol  population,  the 
constant  and  invariable  addition  lo  the  aggregate 
number  in  a  country,  by  natural  means,  proves  that 
no  death  has  ever  occurred.  It  is  passing  strange 
that  a  fallacy  so  absurd,  a  delusion  so  implausible, 
should  be  attempted  upon  the  credulity  of  a  whole 
nation.  And  whatarethe  necessary  consequences, 
the  unavoidable  iniscliiels,  of  this  scheme  ol  decep- 
tion and  lolly?  Ihe  employment  of  the  revenue  in 
business  and  trade  inevitably  lenJs  continually  to  i 
the  creation  of  an  unnatural  condition  of  things, 
tends  incessantly  lo  disturb  and  derange  the  regu-  > 
lar  and  ordinary  course  of  business  transactions,, 
and  tends  to  produce  an  artificial  and  deceitful  re-  ■ 
lation  between  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  the 
capital  uciually  applicable  to  that  trade.  In  the  in- 
tervening time,  between  collection  and  consump- 
tion,  the  revenue  is  stimulated  into  active  employ- 
ment; it  becomes  a  moving  cause  in  business  and 
speculation;  it  is  regaided  and  considered  as  the 
basis  upon  which  may  safely  rest  extended  addi- 
tional operations.  Whenever  the  revenue,  thus  en- 
'.iced  or  forced  by  tiie  action  of  government  into 
busy  employment,  is  withdrawn,  as  it  must  be  ne- 
cessarily at  some  time,  then  the  public  expenditure 
is  a  destruction,  to  that  extent,  of  so  much  capital. 
The  capital  being  gradually  withdrawn  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  government,  in  the  same  ratio,  and 
even  in  a  much  greater,  must  business  be  affected. 
Not  only  the  amount  of  business  resting  on  this 
capital,  artificially  multiplied,  must  cease  and  pe- 
rish; but  the  tumbling  ol  the  superstrutture,  thu.'i 
erected,  must  shake  and  convulse  all  others  in  any 
way  connected  with  it,  and  must  produce  panic 
and  alarm  throughout  the  country.  But  the  accru- 
ing Te\i^D\\e,  in  order  to  pre\'eiit  these,  otherv\ise 
certain  and  disastrous,  consequences,  must  be  made 
to  supply  the  deficiency  created,  must  be  made  to 
fill  up  the  chasm.  Thus  we  have  disclosed  and 
avowed  the  startling,  the  odious  doctrine,  that  be- 
sides the  mere  support  of  government,  the  object 
and  purpose  of  taxation  is  to  contribute  to  the  in- 
crease, or  certainly  to  prevent  a  diminution  of  that  I 
amount  ol  capital  employed  by  bank  agencies. —  ! 
The  principle  of  transferring  wealth  or  value,  by 
force  of  legislalion,  from  one   class  or  porlion  of 


tiiitously,  or  refunded   by  the  public  functionaries,    society  lo  another,  under  whatever  pretext  of  pub- 


ithoiii  receiving  an  equivalent  in  the  way  of  bar 
tcr  or  exchange. 

"The  same  causes  we  have  found  to  make  un- 
productive consumption  nowise  favorable  to  repio- 
diiclion,  prevent  taxation  from  at  ail  promoling  it. 
raxilion  deprives  Ihe  producer  ol  a  product,  wlircli 
he  would  otherwise  have  tlie  option  of  deriving  a 
personal  gialificalion  from,  if  consumed  iinprodiic- 
tively,  or  of  turning  to  profit,  if  he  preferred  to  de- 
vote it  to  an  useful  employment.  One  product  is  a 
moans  of  raising  another;  and  therefore,  the  sub- 
traction of  a  product  must  needs  diminish,  instead 
of  augmenting,  productive  power. 

"It  may  be  iirgeil,  that  the  pressure  of  taxation 
impels  the  productive  classes  lo  reilonhle  llieir  ex- 
ertions, and  thus  tends  to  enlarge  the  national  pro- 
duclinn.  I  answer  thai,  in  the  first  place,  mere  ex- 
ertion cannot  alone  produce:  there  must  be  capital  i  The  admission  of 
for  it  to  work  upon,  and  capital  is  but  an  accuinu-    tion  of  the  char 


iililily,  is  a  principle  of  plunder  and  robb:  ry. 
It  is  taking  the  properly  of  A.  dtpriving  him  of  the 
use,  increase,  and  profit,  and  giving  it  to  B,  because 
he  will,  in  the  estimation  ol  the  legislature,  vest 
and  employ  it  more  beneficially  for  the  "general 
welfare."  It  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  in  the  firmament 
on  a  cloudless  day,  that  this  unprincipled  and  un- 
constitutional connection  bclwecii  the  banks  and 
the  government  operates  as  an  unmitigated  stimu- 
lant to  superfluous,  excessive,  tyrannical,  and  un- 
constilutional  taxation — lo  taxation  greatly  surpass- 
ing the  amount  required  for  proper  and  economical 
expenditure. 

But  suppose,  admit,  that  this  licensed   and  ap- 
proved conversion  of  rerenve  into  bunk  ea/ilul  does 
essentially  assist  in  augmenting  the  aggregate  w  ealth 
of  the  nation  to  an   extent  not  otherwise  attained, 
h  a  fact  would   be  no  refiila- 
njiislice,  partiality,  tmd  ly- 


lation  of  the  very  products  that  taxation  takes  from  ranny,  urged  against  the  system;  and  would,  by  no 
the  subject;  that,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  evident]  mean.s,  prove  that  such  a  system  operated  equally 
that  the  values  which  industry  creates  expressly  to  I  in  improving  the  condition  and  multiplying  the 
satisfy  the  demands  of  lax,  lion,  are  no  increase  ol  I  general  comforts  of  soci  'ly — that  its  tendency  was 
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the  production  of  "llie  greater  good  lor  the  greater  I  of  duty.     For  myself.  I  have  no  confidence  in  it« 
number."  |  adequate  ability  or  it.s  efliciunt  af;eticy.     L'liqurs- 

Take,  (or  example,  a  small  community  of  one  i  tionably  it  has  perloiniod  one  n-.iiaclei  a  repeti'ion 
hundred  ptrsons,  whose  total  production  of  value,  ]  of  which,  no  man,  in  his  senses,  wlio  love.s  his 
or  increase  of  wealth,  is  ten  tl-.ousaird  dollars,  country  and  its  •jovernin.Mit,  ought  lo  desire.  With 
Whether  this  increase  sliall,  by  the  partiality  and  '  millions  of  reiencie  actually  collected  and  unex- 
injustice  ol  law  be  monopolized  by  live  individuals,  I  pended,  reported  by  the  secretary  as  ha\ing  bei  n 
or  shall  he  left  free  to  the  acquisition  and  enjoy-  !  received  into  the  treasury,  this  system  has  reduced 
ment  of  all,  doi-s  not  at  all  altect  the  certainty  of;  the  government  to  ward  anil  embarrossineni;  in  the 
the  fact  of  such  increase;  but  it  does  materially  |  language  of  the  day,  to  bankruptcy.  Is  is  the  part 
concern  the  comfort,  happiness,  and  equal  rights  of  I  of  wise  men  to  urge  an  immediate  exposure  to  a 
ninety-live  out  of  one  hundred  in  society.  The  J  similar  fate?  Oris  it  not  a  wanton  disregard  of  a 
augmentation  of  the  aggregate  wealth  of  a  nation  high  and  solemn  obligation  to  insist  ajrain  to  place 
is  not,  therefore,  always  the  proper  measure  of  the  the  public  money  in  an  exposid  condition, liable  to 
aggregate  improvement  and  amelioration  of  the  con-  be  withheld  trom  lawlnl  i.se  and  appiopriation  at 
dition  of  its  inhabitants.  .Strange  and  parado.xical,  the  mere  pleasure  of  artificial  and  irreporisible  bo- 
therefore,  as  it  may  af  first  appear,  it  is  neverthe-  dies,  acting  under  the  suggestions  of  fraud,  caprice, 
less  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  nation  may  be  rapidly  '  convenience,  or  necessity.  Exposed  to  such  con- 
inrreasing  in  wealth,  whilst  individual  poverty  and  lingencies,  and  destitute,  as  I  contend,  ofany  corn- 
inequality  may  be  still   more  rapidly  multiplying;    plete  remedy,   we  cannot,   t\ilh    strict    piopriety, 


direct  teru;s  any  such  piohibiiion.  and  yi  i  j.iij.vii  le 
IS  eqnally  violal.d  by  the  adoption  oi  retulaticns 
indii,  cllj  acconipllshiiiKlhc'ainepurpo.'.e.  li  pio- 
poses  to  Miii.nlale  the  Liinks  to  good  ii.aniigi  u,,  i,t 
ami  to  deter  them  from  misrondi.ct,  hy  cpi  ralintr 
on  their  "hopes  ai.d  fears. "     The  l.cpe  ol   bciiip 


pirmilied   lodeiiie  picfit  Irom   the  i.se  of  II. i  ., 
venue,  the  fear  ol   losing  the  cjpertm.ity  ol  enjc  y- 
"■■     aie  hdd  out  a>  inducf  mei.ts  to  the 


ing  this  boon 


ind  this  deteriorations  of  the  comforl  and  means  of 
subsistence  ol  the  inhabitants,  separately  or  in  dif- 
ferent sections  or  parts,  may  be  the  result  of  those 
very  laws   which  are   stimulating  the  employ 


atfirm  that  the  revenues  are  in  a  place  ol  security 

He,  who    is  exposed   In  danger,  who  is  in  actual 

peril,  cannot,  in  truth,  be  consiilered  safe,  because 

probably  he  may  have  the  good  forlui'.e  to  escape 
of  capital,  and  enhancing  its  profits.  Such  will  be  without  injury.  The  banks  may  again  snspeml, 
the  iendenci,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  of  any  I  (•''^''^"ht  they  generally  resume  and  gi  t  iiossession 
system  which  takes  from  indiviiluals,  by  taxation, '  of  the  public  money,)  may  refuse  to  reihein  their 
a  sum  more  than  sufficient  for  the  mo.'-t  rigidly  ceo-  promises,  may  violate  their  contracts,  and  may  dis- 
nomical  wants  of  government,  and  permits  the  sum  '  regard  all  their  obligations.  Because  they  may  ul- 
of  taxation,  or  any  portion  thereof,  to  be  transfer-  j  timalely  prove  solvent,  because  Ihey  may  perhaps, 
red  to  favored  classes  or  associations,  to  capitalists  i  il  so  inclined,  refund  the  money  placed  in  their 
and  "speculator*,  under  the  shallow  pretence  of  j  custody,  and  because  eventually  nothing  may  be 
sustaining  credit,  invigorating  confidence,  extend-  j  lost,  is   it  therefore   safe  or  prudent  to  subject  the  '  ment 

ing  commerce,  and  promoting  the  pMn«<  prosperi- '  government,  lor  its  support  and  very  continuance,  |      It  virlually  establishes   a  treaty  of  nr-ce  and  rn 
ty  of   the   coiintry,   but  really  for  the  purpose  of  1  to  such  contingencies?     To  speak  with  accuracy  I  operation   with    the   pliant   and '  coniorlr.ahle    ard 

'a''<'pi">'<-''sion,l  cannot  admit  that  bar;,ks  are  such  [makes  war  upon  the  solvency  and  credit'ol  the  re 
agents  as  the  public  ought  to  believe  save  and  suit-  !  cusant  and  noiicoiiloiming  banl, 

the  as- 


hariks  to  cor.loim  their  ]'iocecilinps  to  the  w  i.^-hts 
of  fedrial  ami  oiity.  1  he  power  to  foster  ai  d  en- 
courage domestic  iiiaiiMlaclurts  in  the  sutes,  Ly 
means  of  the  n  venue  power,  and  by  lorce  ol  com- 
mercial  regulations,  rests  on  no  be'tler  lonndalion 
than  the  power  to  foster  and  encourage  the  issue  of 
a  local  currency.  The  power  to  encouiBge  the 
mannfaeinre  of  articles  of  prrscribfd  riimtnsions 
and  quality  depends  U]-on  the  same  lulrsof  ccn- 
striiction  as  the  right  to  encourage  the  manniaclurc 
ol  bank  noli  s  of  prescribed  denon.ination  and  laluc. 
The  right  to  cieatc  public  confiden(  e  in  the  »lrencth 
and  durability  of  the  anicles  of  cloli  ,  is  as  char  as 
the  right  to  impress  public  confidi  nee  upon  the  aili- 
■paper  promises.     They  are  both  arlieles  of 


■I 

domcslic  manulactnre,  and  inay  be  prcducedw it'll 
or  without  ac1«  of  incorpnralioii. 

The  ■■reward'' of  public   confidence  is  rrofJered 

to  one  class;   the  witl.lolding  ol  public  confidence 

18   the    rod  ol   "piii  i«lnient"  to   another  class  of 

banks.     Where  is  the  constitutumal  power  lo  con- 

t  the  public  confidence  and  the  cudil  ol  the  go- 

'nto  a  system  of  "rewards  and   punrsh- 


ont 


Ian 


iwelliiig  the  profits  and  aggrandizing  the  wealth  of 
these  lavorites. 

I  should  not  have  gone  thus  seriously,  aiid  at 
into  this  investigation  of  the  deposite  system, 
as  connected  with  the  principles  of  political  econo- 
my, but  for  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  using  the  re- 
venue, as  active  business  capital,  has  lieiclofore 
been  recommended  and  sanctioned;  has  been  main- 
tained on  this  floor,  and  has  been  recently  and 
z-aloiisy  urged  and  defended  in  the  other  end  of 
this  building.  "The  whole  surplus  revenue  beyond 
the  current  disbursement  of  the  governinent"  is  to 
be  rescued  from  "barren  and  unproductive  idle- 
ness," is  to  be  preserved  from  "annihilation"  as  so 
much  "national  capital,"  and  is  to  be  made  "sus- 
ceptible of  multiplication,  through  conventional 
siibstitutes,  to  four  times  its  nominal  amount,  and 
capable  of  fructifying  and  sustaining  the  national 
industry  to  a  corresponding  extent."*  I  have  h  It 
it  my  duty  to  meet  and  repel  this  doctrine  of  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  the  revenue  power,  the  power  of 
taxing  the  people,   for  the  acquisition  of  national 


The  power  of  selection  is  Icundeil  upon  II 
sumption  of  a  right  to  pronounce  upon  the  so 


able.     IMy  colleague,  (Mr. Garland,)  however,  will  j 

insist  that' banks  ^ve  security,  and  are  as  much  re-  kump„..„  oi  a  rignt  lo  pronounce  upon  the  iohenai 
sponsible  as  the  olficers  ol  the  government;  and  that  land  sufficiency  of  our  state  institutions  In  nrac 
we  have  all  the  power  over  them  which  we  have  [  tice,  it  makes'an  odious,  unjiiil  and  iniurious  dis 
over  individuals.  crimination.     Its  cflect  is  to  divide  the   local   cur^ 

It  will  be  an  exceedingly  dr/ficult  task  to  demon- ;  rency  of  the  states  into  two  classes-  one  cla«s  i«  to 
strale  that  there  is  the  same  deur. .  ol  responsibility  have  the  credit  and  confidence  of  the  covermnent 
to  this  government  on  the  par-t  ol  state  banks  and  and  its  issues  are  to  be  received  in  rayii.ent  of  dues- 
federal  officers.  It  will  be  a  rash  undertaking  to  the  other  class  has  not  the  cndorscnn  nt  ol  the  co- 
strive,  by  argument,  to  prove  that  we  have  all  the  vernment  lor  its  solvency,  has  rot  the  faior  of  its 
power  over  them  which  we  have  over  individnals  confidence  and  good  opinion,  and  ils  i«sufs  are  not 
holding  lederal  offices.  This  subject  ol  corporo/e  receivable  in  payment  of  dues.  i:qual  Ihoueh  thev 
responsibility,andcorpora/eliabililytocoprcionaiid  may  be  inall  other  respects,  the  rcceivability  of 
punishment,  has  already  been  anticipated.  Sup-  one  in  payment  of  dues,  and  the  exclusion  ol  the 
pose  in  defiance  of  all  principle,  it  should  be  at-  other,  destroys  their  uniformity.  The  additional 
tempted  to  declare  by  law  the  same  penalities,  the  ,  function  of  discharging  public  'dues  enhance^  the 
same  sanctions,  against  state  corporations,  as  against  value  of  the  one  in  public  estimation,  and  depreci- 
individual    officers  of  this    government  for   deiin-    ates  the  other.  ' 


quency;  suppose,  by  the    contrivance  of  compact 
and  stipulations,  you  set   on  loot  some  species  cl 


capital,  to  be   employed  in  the  encoiira£ement  of i  prosecution   in  the  federal  courts:  how  can   their 


jud:;inents  and  sentences  be  enforced  against  body 
politics  of  the  stales?  If  the  coercion  of  the  civil 
magistracy  be  insufficient,  shall  resort  be  had  to  the 
coercion  of  arms?  It  is  absurd  to  think  of  fine  and 
punisbment,  and  imprisonment,  as  .applicable  to 
corporations.     In  the  very  nature  of  things,  there 


no  government  can  exercise  all  the  power  over  if 
ou-n  corporations  which  it  may  exercise  over  indi- 
vidiial-;;  and  much  less  can,  or  ought,  this  federal 
government  lo  exercise  all  the  power  over  the  slate 
banks  which  it  may,  and  does,  t  xerci-e  over  its  cicn 
officers.  But  there  is  an  acknowledgi-il  di>^tinction 
between  a  law  commanding  and  compeliin:;  per- 
formance, and  a  compact  o\-  azrcemrni  ior  iiiutnal 
service  or  favor.  Suppose  a  violalim  of  the  bar- 
gain by  the  government,  or  its  officers,  where  is  the 
remedy  of  the  corporations?  Confiscation  of  the 
public   money?     Suppose  a  violation  or  lailure  on 


national  industry.  Such  a  system  of  deriving  capi 
tal  from  the  lalior  of  the  country,  such  a  mode  of 
giving  it  employment,  with  the  consequent  distri- 
bution of  its  profits,  is  partial  .ind  unjust  in  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  dilferent  sections  of  tlie  union,  and 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  ami  intention  of  ihe  con- 
stitution. Againstsiich  adeparture  from  the  mean- 
ing and  intent  of  the  compact,  against  such  sec- 
tional preferences,  against  such  odious  inequality, 
we  have  just  cause  of  com|)laint.  Without  dis- 
crimination or  favor,  let  all  he  left  free  to  exert 
their  industry  and  skiil,  to  employ  their  capital  ac- 
cording to  the  suTgestions  of  their  ow  n  juilgments, 
and  to  enjoy,  widiout  interference,  the  fruits'of  their 
toils.  But  to  see  taxes,  generously  contributed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  equal  government  and  equal 
security,  diverted  from  their  legitimate  end,  in  or- 
der to  bestow  partial  benefits,  is  to  feel  the  sting  of 
injustice  and  oppression. 

In  vain   has   the  constitution  secured  uniformity  | 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  -'all  duties,  im- 1 - 

posts,  and  excises;"  in  vain  has  it  ordained  that  "no  '.'"^  part  of  the  corporations,  how  can  a  specific  per 
preference  shall  be  given  by  any  .-emulation  of  corn- 1  formance  of  the  contract  be  enlbrceri?  And  again 
inerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of'one  state  over  i  "l''"^  "^o^'racts  may  be  prohibited  hy  ihe  state  le. 
those  of  another:"  these  piovisions  lose  their  salu-  i  tji^latures;  nay,  meire:  may  be  set  aside,  nvllifiedhy 
tary  q  nlities  under  the  operation  of  that  system  !  ""^  stockholders  in  general  meeting,  as  w'as  the 
which  regards  the  revenue  as  national  capital,  and  i  '^-^  of  the  contract  made  w  ith  Ihe  Bank  of  Virgi- 
allows  its  employmerit  for  the  encouragement  of  Ihe  I  "'*■ 

industry  and  trade  of  one  commercial  city  in  pre-  '  Having  made  these  suggestions  in  relation  to  se- 
fereiice  of  another.  j  curity  and  safely,  to  responsibility,  and  to  the  prac- 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  all  these  objec-  'icable  application  of  a  coercive  power,  I  priceeel 
tions,  to  theconsliliilionality  and  policy  of  the  mea- ' '°  ^^^^  *  ^''ly  cursory  view-  ol  the  manifold  advan- 
siire,  which  I  have  endeavored  lo  enforce,  and  !  'ages  so  confidently  promised,  as  the  result  of  this 
which,  to  my  own  mind,  are  insup -rable,  a  revival  ''^<^3|  connection  with  the  bard;?.  I  am  much  mis- 
of  this  exploded  experiment  is  still  most  perlina-  'aki  n  if  the  ends  lo  be  acroinplisherl.  Up  benefits 
ciously  recoininendrd.  Numerous  apologies,  alike  \  d'signed,  will  not  he  found,  on  examination,  to  be 
ingenious  and  unsatisfactory,  are  olfere'il  for  past  objects  not  rontem|dated  or  authorized  by  the  con- 
insufiiciency,  whilst  the  most  liberal  promises  are  ^lilidhm.  The  power  to  raise  revenue,  and  to  dis- 
tendercd  lor  future  fidelity  and  prompt  performance  *  burse  it  is  unquestionably  granted. 
:      It  is  proposed  so  to  exercise  this  powrras  fo  re- 

,„  u    f  i>.      T.-        ■  ;  gulati- .ir  restrain  the  banks  from  issuinir  notes  be- 

bee^speech_of  Mr.   Rives  in  the  senate  of  the    low  a  certain  denomination  to  be  prescribed  by.-ct 

I  of  congress.     Congress  has  no  power  to  enact  in 


On  this  subject  of  currency  the  United  Stales 
present  an  anomaly. 

No  State  can  make  any  thing  but  ;cld  and  silver 
coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debt.s.  Thepowerlhus 
prohibited  lo  the  states,  is  no  where  conferred  on 
congress.  "To  coin  money,  regulate  Ihe  value 
thereol,  andof  loreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures."  is  a  power  dele[;aled  to 
congress,  and  expressly  denieil  lo  the  states.     The 


cannot  be  the  same  kind,  or  the  same  degree,  of  re-  gold  and  silver  coin,  thus  under  the  rePulation"  of 
sponsibility  or,  their  part  as  on  the  part  of  regularly  congress,  is  the  only  money  known  lo  the  consiitu- 
-ppointcd  officers.     In  the  very  nature  of  things,  |  lion,  and  of  which"  congress  can  take  cognizance, 

or  can  produce  or  regulate.  In  addition  to  this 
current  and  coiistitnlional  coin  of  Ihe  whole  United 
Slates,  Ihe  stales  respectively  claim,  and  have  ex- 
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eicised,  the  rii;ht  of  creating  banking  companies, 
with  the  privilege  of  issuing  promissory  notes 
serving  the  purpose  of  a  local  curri  ncy. 

The  ailvocates  of  Ihe  deposite  system  propose, 
by  an  ainiialion  of  certain  banks,  place  d  by  con- 
tract under  the  tupervising  control  of  the  leileral 
government,  exerted  by  an  application  <d'  the  re- 
venue power,  lo  conveit  Ibis  local  currency  into  a 
cemral  currency,  and  to  iu;part  to  it  uniroimily. 
Sir,  the  plan,  at  the  outset,  is  chargrable  wilhthe 
absurilily  anil  ir.eemsistency  of  prou.ising  nnilor- 
mity.  and  actually  a;gra\  atins  ineqnalily  by  the 
mode  anil  terms  ol  selection.  The  promised'  iini- 
iorrr;ity  in  the  multifarious  and  diveisified  paper 
rnrrencirs  of  so  many  separate  (oirmnnities,  can 
never  be  consummated.  Such  is  its  versatility 
such  its  iinrerlainty  and  inequality,  at  dillerent 
times  and  places,  that  it  seems  to  expose  mathe- 
matical truth  to  ridicule-  and  doiihl.  A  bank  note 
in  the  city  of  Richmond  may  be  rqniuilent  to  spe- 
cie, and  so  may  another  hank  note,  ol  similar  ile- 
non.inalion.  be  in  St.  Louis.  Now-,  si.-,  in  mathe- 
inatics,  that  things  equal  to  the  same,  are  equal  to 
eath  other,  is  a  trnlh  independent  of  lime  and 
idace.  He  who  should  act  upon  this  truth,  in  re- 
ference to  the  two  supposed  b.nnk  notes,  would  be 
esregiously  ilecrived.  They  are.  perhaps,  in  no 
other  places,  equal  to  ibe  same  thing,  and  are  no 
where  equal  lo  each  other.  The  uniformity  of  such 
variety  of  circulation  and  currency,  einanaling 
from  the  separate   an  independent  states  of  this 
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confederacy,  can  never  be  effected  by  any  consti- 
tutional application  of  the  limited  powers  conferred 
on  congress.  The  want  and  the  desire  of  uniformi- 
ty in  this  various  currency,  its  elevation  above,  or 
depression  below,  the  standard  of  the  constitution, 
its  tendency  to  exclude  gold  and  silver  from  circu- 
lation, its  useful  or  injurious  functions  in  commer- 
cial transactions,  its  agency  in  disturbing  or  derang- 
ing the  fair  rate  of  exchange  between  ditferent  parts 
of  the  union,  neither  from  one,  or  all  of  these  con- 
siderations combined,  can  any  power  be  derived  to 
congress  over  the  subject.  For  correction  and  re- 
form in  the  character  of  the  currency  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  we  must,  under  our  forms  of  government, 
rely  upon  the  same  authority  which  has  bestowed 
the  privilege  of  creation  and  issue.  For  weal  or  wo, 
in  wisdom  or  in  folly,  constitutionally  or  unconstitu- 
tionally, the  states  have  adopted  this  paper  system; 
they  have,  respectively,  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the 
regulation  of  their  own  issues,  and  each  may  wholly 
exclude  from  circulation  within  its  limits  tiie  issues 
of  any  or  all  the  rest.  Sir,  1  repeat  that  the  great 
question  of  reform  in  local  banks  and  currency, 
the  great  question  of  a  revisal  of  the  whole  sy&tem 
of  corporations — these  great  questions  between  re- 
publican equality  and  aristocratic  privilege — belong 
to  the  states  separately;  and  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  congress  to  interfere,  regulate,  control,  or 
settle  state  policy,  directly  or  indirectly,  overtly 
or  clandestinely,  I  denounce  as  an  unwarrantable 
exercise  of  power.  Congress  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  divide  with  the  states  the  glory  of  achiev- 
ing a  radical  reformation  in  their  own  peculiar  local 
institutions,  nor  ought  it  to  desire  to  participate  in 
the  crime  of  perpetuating  existing  abuses  by  inter- 
posing the  a'gis  of  protection,  upon  the  false  and 
slanderous  suggestion  that,  under  the  cloak  of  re- 
form, the  democracy  conceal  the  demon  of  destruc- 
tion. Let  the  struggles  for  reform  of  state  policy 
be  carried  on,  free  from  all  unjust  obstrusion  and 
illegal  interference  on  the  part  of  this  government.* 

I  see  with  approbation  that  the  eminent  indivi- 
dual to  whom  is  entrusted  the  executive  power,  has 
adopted  this  safe  rule  of  conduct;  and,  in  his  adhe- 
rence to  it,  I  trust  confidently  that  he  wM  be  tri- 
umphantly sustained.  The  states  may,  and  doubt- 
less, will  improve  their  currency;  will  cause  it  to  ap- 
proximate more  nearly  to  the  constitutional  stand- 
ard; will  make  it  uniform,  and  equivalent  to  gold 
and  silver  within  their  own  limits;  and  without, 
must  leave  it  to  depend  upon  our  good  character  at 
home  and  the  condition  and  wants  of  business.  I 
will  not  doubt  both  the  inclination  and  wisdom  of 
the  states  to  accomplish,  without  federal  dictation 
or  prescription,  the  general  reform  so  earnestly 
demanded  by  the  state  of  public  opinion.  In  the 
fulness  of  time  it  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  at  a 
certain  stage  in  the  regular  advancement  of  politi- 
cal truth,  and  in  the  gradual  progress  of  the  great 
democratic  principle. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  briefly  recapitulate  the 
purposes,  promises,  and  designs,  of  this  union  of 
the  state  banks  with  the  federal  government. 

It  assumes  the  power  to  loan  out  the  public 
money: 

It  converts  the  state  banks  into  farmers  general 
of  the  revenues: 

It  reduces  the  government  to  the  necessity  of 
making  requisitions  on  the  banks  for  the  use  of  its 
own  revenue: 

It  effaces  the  line  of  partition  between  the  two 
governments: 

It  applies  national  capital,  raised  by  taxation, 
and  multiplied  four-fold,  to  fructify  and  sustain 
national  industry: 

It  undertakes  to  prescribe  the  denomination  of 
notes  to  be  issued  by  the  state  banks; 

It  undertakes  to  restrain  and  regulate  their  is- 
sues; 

It  addresses,  as  motives  of  conduct,  their  "hopes 
and  fears:" 

It  uses  the  public  credit  for  "reward  and  punish- 
ment:" 

It  promises  to  give  uniformity  to  the  whole  local 
currency: 

It  makes  odious  discriminations,  and  aggravates 
its  disparity: 

It  proposes  to  recur  to  "existing  materials," 
"state  institutions,"  upon  which  to  build  up  a  sys- 
tem of  fedeial  power: 

To  made  the  most  of  these  for  the  convenience 
of  the  government,  as  well  as  for  the  general  good: 

To  reform  their  abuses,  corrects  their  defects,  and 
adopt  every  precaution  which  may  be  necessary  to 
insure  their  fidelity  and  efficiency. 

These  are  but  an  imperfect  enumeration;  and 
where,  since  the  days  of  Hamilton,  can  its  parallel 
be  found?  I  call  to  mind  none,  except,  perhaps, 
the   extravaganzas   of  Richard   Rush,  in  his   first 
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annual  report,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
There  appears  to  my  mind  so  strong  a  resemblance, 
that  I  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  of  introducing 
to  the  notice  of  the  committee  the  enumeration  of 
the  legitimate  objects  of  federal  legislation  con- 
tained in  that  famous  document: 

'•To  give  perfection  to  the  industry  of  a  country 
rich  in  the  gifts  of  nature,  and  blessed  in  the  bene- 
ficence of  its  government;  to  draw  out  its  obvious 
resources,  and  seek  constantly  for  new  one?,  ever 
ready  to  unfold  themselves  to  diligent  inquiry,  urged 
on  by  adequate  motives;  to  augment  the  number 
and  variety  of  occupations  for  its  inhabitants;  to 
hold  out  to  every  degree  of  labor,  and  to  every  mo 
dification  of  skill,  its  appropriate  object  and  induce 
ment — these  ranking  amongst  the  highest  ends  of 
legislation.  To  organize  the  whole  labor  of  a  coun- 
try, to  entice  into  the  widest  ranges  its  mechanical 
and  intellectual  capabilities,  instead  of  suffering 
them  to  slumber;  to  call  forth,  whenever  bidden, 
latent  ingenuity,  giving  to  effort  activity,  and  to 
emulation  ardor;  to  create  employment  for  the 
greatest  amount  of  numbers,  by  adajiting  it  to  the 
diversified  faculties,  propensities,  and  situations  of 
men,  so  tliat  every  particle  of  ability,  every  shade 
of  genius,  may  come  into  requisition,  is,  in  other 
words,  to  lift  up  the  condition  of  a  country,  to  in- 
crease its  fiscal  energy,  to  multiply  the  means  and 
sources  of  its  opulence  to  imbue  it  with  the  elements 
of  general,  as  well  as  lasting,  strength  and  prosperi- 
ty." 

With  an  avowal  of  so  many  objects  and  purposes 
of  federal  legislation,  with  our  state  institutions  na- 
lionalized,  and  drawn,  by  consequence  of  compacts 
and  agreements,  within  the  cognizance  of,  and  sub- 
jected, if  possible,  to  the  decision  of,  the  federal 
judiciary,  as  cases  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  State,  what 
portion  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  may  we 
liope,  will  ultimately  be  saved  from  encroachment, 
should  these  alarming  doctrines  obtain.'  Then  the 
republicans  of  the  present  day,  as  did  the  republi- 
cans of  '98,  will  have  too  much  cause  to  express 
their  deep  regret,  "that  a  spirit  has  been  manifest- 
ed by  the  federal  government  to  enlarge  its  pow- 
ers by  forced  constructions  of  the  constitutional 
charter  which  defines  them." 

In  lieu  of  this  scheme,  which  has  so  lately  failed 
with  a  most  disastrous  explosion,  it  is  proposed  in 
the  bill  before  us,  reported  by  the  committee  ol 
ways  and  means,  to  organize  the  treasury  accord- 
ing to  the  requisitionsol  the  constitution.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Garland]  has  candidly  admitted  that 
there  is  no  constitutional  objection  (o  the  plan  which 
we,  on  our  side,  advocate,  whilst  the  plan  which  he 
so  zealously  defends,  is  surrounded  with  insur- 
mountable difficulties.  I  was  glad  that  my  col- 
league did  not  indulge  in  the  usual  cant  of  charging 
our  bill  with  creating  two  currencies,  one  for  the 
government,  and  another  for  the  people.  Sir,  it  is 
utterly  untrue  that  this  bill  creates  any  currency  at 
all.  I  have  heretofore  adverted  to  tlie  anomalous 
conilition  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
currency,  and  have  shown  that  whilst  the  coiistitu<- 
tion  requires  a  metallic  currency,  and  authorizes  no 
other,  the  states  respectively,  with  or  without  coii- 
stilutional  right,  have  superadded  a  paper  currency. 
Neither  congress  or  this  bill  is  at  all  responsible 
lor  the  existence  of  two  currencies  in  the  country. 
The  coinage  of  money,  the  regulation  of  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  is  the  imperative  duty 
of  congress.  The  existence  of  a  metailir-  currency, 
therefoie,  is  an  indispensable  constitutional  requi- 
sition. There  is,  then,  07ie  currency,  under  the 
constitution,  which  is  necessary  and  unavoidable, 
and  must  perform  its  intended  functions:  and  tliose 
who  are  disposed  to  murmur  because  there  is  another 
currency,  which  cannot  answer  all  the  same  purpo- 
ses, ought  to  go  to  the  source  of  its  creation  to  vent 
their  complaints  and  remonstrances,  and  ought  not 
to  hurl  their  indignation  against  our  bill,  which,  in 
that  particular  at  least,  is  innocent.  Our  bill  is 
based  upon  the  principle,  that  according  to  the  con- 
stitution, in  the  payment  of  all  dues  and  debts  to 
the  government,  gold  and  silver  ought  to  be  requir- 
ed, and  looks  to  the  ultimate  establishment  and  ge- 
neral application  of  this  principle.  Allhough  tax- 
ation, in  its  broad  sense,  implies  any  species  of  con- 
tribution or  impost  lor  the  support  of  government, 
yet  I  presume  that  it  will  not  be  contested  or  deni- 
ed that  our  rates  of  taxes,  diifies,  imposts  and  ex. 
cises,  must  be  laid  and  collected  in  a  general  medium 
denominated  money.  We  have  seen  that  the  con- 
stitution makes  money  to  consist  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  does  not  authorize  any  other  currency;  this, 
therefore,  must  be  the  species  of  money  intended  to 
be  employed,  in  government  purposes,  by  the 
framers  of  that  instrument.  Money  is  only  the 
standard  or  measure  of  value.  Taxation  is  but  the 
transfer  of  individual  wealth  or  value  to  the  govern- 
ment for  its  consumption.     The  amount  or  extent 


of  value  taken  from  each  citizen  is  measured  by  this 
standard.  Entire  uniformity  and  exact  equality  in 
all  contributions  and  exactions  cannot  be  attained 
)'eaHi/ as  well  as  nominally,  but  by  the  use  of  this 
common,  or  constitutional  standard  or  measure  of 
value.  Specie  payments  of  all  debts  and  dues  to 
the  government  are  the  necessary  result  of  requir- 
ing uniformity,  and  employing  a  common  and  in- 
variable standard.  In  addition  to  the  argument 
resting  on  uniformity  and  a  common  standard,  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  neither  the  states  or  the 
federal  government  can  make  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  Should 
the  government  receive  the  paper  substitutes,  issued 
in  the  different  states,  in  place  of  gold  and  silver, 
how  can  it  with  these  preserve  the  public  faith, 
and  fulfil  all  its  engagements  at  home  and  abroad, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution.'  Should 
the  government  receive  paper  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
with  a  certainty,  excluding  every  posibility  of  doubt 
of  its  immediate  convertibility  into  gold  and  silver, 
and  it  ought  to  be  so  converted  invariably  before 
disbursement.  In  such  case,  the  government,  as  a 
inatteT  oi' convenience  to  the  tax  payer,  assists  him 
in  the  process  of  converting  his  paper  into  thatme- 
dium  required  (or  the  use  of  the  treasury. 

As  an  authority  for  the  receipt  and  disbursement 
ot  a  paper  currency,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garland] 
relies  upon  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  1789 
by  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  to  the  subsequent  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  my  opinion,  sir,  there  has  been  a  constant 
tendency  to  depart  from  the  strict  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty,  in  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  governmeni,  which 
is  mainly  attributable  to  the  unfortunate  bias  acquir- 
ed from  the  doctrines  inculcated  by  Hamilton,  under 
the  imposing  authority  of  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department.  H.imilton's  federal  ideas  were  em- 
bodied and  brought  into  practice  in  his  management 
of  the  treasury,  and  in  his  systems  of  finance. — 
Against  his  constitutional  constructions  and  his 
fiscal  arrangements,  the  republican  party  have  le- 
gulaily  protested;  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  my 
colleague,  as  a  republican,  has  made  a  most  unfor- 
tunate reference.  Instead  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  government,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
maintained  that  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
equivalents  is  a  fair  compliance  with  the  constitution 
and  the  law.  Sir,  the  doctrine  of  equivalents  is  un- 
known to  the  constitution.  It  is  one  of  the  many 
and  fatal  heresies  of  federalism.  If  congress,  or 
any  department,  or  officer  of  the  government,  can, 
in  place  of  a  specific  thing,  at  discretion  substitute  an 
equivalent,  then  all  the  specific  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution may  be  supplanted,  at  the  discretion  of  one, 
or  all  the  departments  combined,  by  the  substitution 
of  their  equivalents. 

Sir,  all  the  doctrines  and  arguments  of  those  who 
profess  to  belong  to  the  republican  party,  and  yet 
advocate  bank  agency  and  a  paper  medium  in  the 
public  receipts  and  disbursements,  are  of  strong 
federal  tendency;  they  lead,  inevitably,  to  an  ad- 
mission of  the  constitutionality  and  necessity  of  a 
national  bank.  They  maintain  that  bank  agency  is" 
essential  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  (he  revenue,  and  that  a  paper 
currency,  convertible  into  gold  and  silver,  and  as  an 
equivalent  for  gold  and  silver,  is  also  indispensable 
in  the  collection,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  chief  justice  Marshall 
would,  from  premises  not  so  strong  and  pointed,  I 
easily  and  logically  deduce  the  conclusion  that  it  i 
was  the  right,  and  the  duty,  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish a  national  bank  as  a  proper,  convenient,  use- 
ful, and  necessary  appurtenance  of  the  revenue 
power. 

I  do  not  inean  to  charge  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gar- 
land] or  all  his  political  associates  on  this  question, 
with  any  wish  or  intention  to  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  institution  at  present.  He  has  al- 
ways disclaimed  it — disclaims  it  now,  and  I  am 
satisfied  of  his  sincerity.  I  was,  however,  show- 
ing, as  I  might  legitimately  do,  and,  as  I  think,  I 
have  successfully  done,  that  the  creation  of  such 
an  institution  must  be  the  ultimate  result,  the  final 
conclusion,  of  all  their  arguments  and  doctrines. 

In  the  long  departure  of  the  government  from  the 
true  rule  of  duty,  and  in  the  systems  and  practices 
which  have  grown  up,  I  am  fully  aware  that  the 
habits,  business,  and  interests  of  society  are  involv- 
ed in  a  complicated  and  intimate  connection.  No 
man  is  more  sensible  than  I  am,  that,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  principles,  hovvever  true  in  theory,  we 
ought  most  carefully  to  survey  all  the  difficulties 
and  obstructions  presented  by  the  existing  condition 
of  things.  Whilst  I  would  not,  in  defiance  of  every 
obstacle,  and  regardless  of  consequences,  press  an 
immediate  adoption  of  a  favorite  system,  in  all  its 
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parts;  neither  would  I,  relinquishine;  all  hope  and 
all  effort,  abandon  it  in  despair,  because  it  was  not, 
at  once,  wholly-  practicable.  Existing  difficulties, 
caused  by  the  errors  and  defects  of  the  past,  cannot 
justify  a  change  or  an  abandonment  of  principles 
founded  in  truth,  and  in  the  constitution.  It  is 
rather  the  duty  of  the  statesman  and  the  philoso- 
pher, sincerely  convinced,  and  firm  of  purpose,  to 
strengthen  his  defences  by  reason  and  arguments; 
and  to  remove,  prudently  and,  gradually,  with  the 
least  inconvenience  and  injury,  the  dilliculties  which 
oppose  the  introduction  of  his  system.  In  obedience 
to  the  suggestions  of  prudence,  and  from  a  desire  to 
avoid  any  shock  or  injury  to  the  interests  of  the 
community,  the  bill  under  consiileration  proposes, 
very  gradually,  an  entire  disuse  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency for  the  use  of  the  treasury,  and  a  complete 
restoration  of  the  constitutional  standard;  and  thus, 
after  a  long  course  of  error,  to  retract  the  govern- 
ment, in  the  management  of  the  finances,  to  the 
simple  duty  prescribed  in  the  instrument  defining 
its  powers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  objection  has  been  urged,  that 
this  separation  of  the  treasury  from  the  banks  will 
require  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  will 
increase  the  patronage  of  the  executive.  Sensitive 
as  may  be  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  patron- 
age, it  is  yet  too  intelligent  and  too  patriotic  to  be 
deluded  into  an  abandonment  of  a  wise  and  consti- 
tutional measure,  by  an  unfounded  clamor.  It  relies 
for  its  execution,  like  every  other  measure,  upon 
officers  competent  in  capacity  and  number,  cohs/i- 
lutionalUj  appointed,  and  constitulionaUy  responsi- 
ble. Ample  personal  security,  the  solemn  sanctions 
of  oaths,  liability  to  removal  from  olfice,  the  cer- 
tainty of  punishment  for  offences,  the  dread  of  ex- 
posure and  disgrace — these  are  the  guarantees, 
which  will,  in  the  general,  ensure  capacity  and  fide- 
lity. Shall  we  surrender  the  belief,  so  long  and  so 
universally  entertained  in  America,  that  man  in  his 
natural  person,  and  in  his  individual  responsibility, 
is  worthy  of  trust  and  confidence,  is  capable  of  ex- 
ecuting the  ordinary  functions  of  civil  government.' 
Shall  we  surrender  this  theory  of  republican  go- 
vernment as  an  impracticable  speculation  or  an  idle 
dream,  and  in  utter  despair  commit  the  vital  con- 
cerns of  this  extended  confederacy,  to  associations 
of  men  converted  by  legal  magic  into  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  with  chartered  protections,  known 
to  the  government  as  agents  only  in  their  artificial 
character,  whereby  responsibility  is  diminished,  and 
the  difficulty  of  applying  the  restraints  and  coer- 
cions of  the  law  is  greatly  increased?  In  lieu  of  the 
vast  and  complicated  machinery  of  bank  agency, 
our  bill  substitutes  only  some  nine  or  ten  additional 
otTicers.  The  increase  of  patronage  to  be  exerted 
through  these  few  additional  officers  of  the  treasury 
department,  rigidly  prohibited  from  using  or  em- 
ploying any  public  money  in  their  charge,  under 
any  pretence,  for  private  purposes,  dwindles  into 
insignificance,  compared  with  the  almost  incalcu- 
lable influence  which  may  be  secured  by  an  alliance 
between  the  banks  and  the  treasury.  Take  the  fa- 
vorite numberofdeposite  banks — twenty-five;  mul- 
tiply these  by  the  whole  number  of  officers,  stock- 
holders, and  debtors,  too,  in  each;  the  extent  of  cor- 
rupt influence  and  patronage  into  which  this  system 
may  degenerate  is  absolutely  appalling.  The  public 
attention  cannot  be  diverted  from  tho  contempla- 
tion of  this  stupendous  combination,  so  susceptible 
of  a  sinister  influence,  and  so  tempting  to  a  design- 
ing secretary,  by  the  artful  and  causeless  cry  of  e.\- 
ecutive  patronage  over  nine  or  ten  officers,  fettered 
with  legal  restraints.  Look  at  the  number  of  opu- 
lent merchants,  capitalists,  stockholders,  and  stock- 
jobbers, who  may,  under  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem, be  brought  into  financial,  and,  probably,  poli- 
tical, union  and  concert,  with  the  secretary  as 
common  head.  It  would  seem  that  the  genius  of  Ha- 
milton had  awakened  to  revive  "those  fiscal  systems 
and  arrangements  which  keep  a  host  of  commercial 
and  wealthy  individuals  embodied,  and  obedient  to 
the  mandates  of  the  treasury,"  and  which  the  advo- 
cates of  free  government  and  the  enemies  of  corrup- 
tion have  heretofore  assailed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  the  separation  of  the  banks 
and  the  government,  proposed  to  be  cilected  by  the 
bill  under  examination,  "arcgular  statement  and  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public 
money"  will  be  practicable.  All  the  artificial  con- 
clusions and  legal  constructions  of  former  systems, 
which,  in  most  cases,  were  confused  and  unintelli- 
gible to  the  mass,  will  be  avoided.  A  plain  system 
of  accounts,  so  anxiously  desired  by  Jlr.  Jefferson, 
will  be  introduced,  and  the  object  of  the  constitution 
fulfilled  in  requiring  a  publication  from  lime  lo 
time,  of  the  account  current  of  the  treasury.  The 
great  body  of  tax-payers  will  see  and  understand 
the  whole  operation  of  the  treasury. 

The  strict  inhibition  against  employing  any  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  in  trade  or  business,  will  remove 


every  inducement  to  excessive  taxation;  a  super- 
fiuily  of  revenue  beyond  the  economical  wants  of 
the  government,  will  neither  be  desired  by  congress 
or  permitted  by  the  people.  The  transfer  of  revenue, 
in  no  way  connected  with  trade  or  commerce,  from 
points  of  collection  to  places  of  expenditure,  can 
produce  no  inconvenience,  shock  or  revulsion.  No 
charge  can  with  justice  be  preferred,  that  the  finan- 
cial o])erations  of  the  government  have  interrupted 
business,  paralyzed  commerce,  and  destroyed  credit. 
No  class  of  citizens  or  section  of  the  United  States, 
can  complain  of  partiality  in  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  use  of  the  revenue,  whilst  all  are 
alike  excluded  from  any  such  favors.  All  unjust 
discriminations  in  the  local  currency,  all  improper 
interference  in  its  regulation,  will  be  avoided;  and 
the  states,  without  impediment  or  assistance,  may 
proceed  in  its  reformation,  according  to  their  own 
sense  of  duty  and  policy.  The  strict  adherence  of 
the  government  in  all  its  money  transactions  to  the 
common  standard,  will  furidsh  both  the  measure  of 
value  and  the  example  of  enforcing  it,  which  the 
constitution  intended,  and  w  ill  be  more  persuasive 
to  the  states  to  conform  loit,  than  any  direct  attempt 
to  control  and  regulate  their  diverse  currency. 
Finally,  the  organization  and  management  of  the 
treasury,  according  to  the  constitution,  will  be  to 
e.vercise  and  vindicate  the  right  and  capacity  of  the 
people  of  the  states  respectively  to  govern  them- 
selves, and  to  emancijiate  their  federal  government 
from  bank  thraldom. 


CHRONICLE. 

Ship  letters.  The  number  of  letters  forwarded 
through  the  New  York  post  office,  by  the  packets, 
for  Liverpool,  London,  and  Havre,  from  the  16th  of 
April  last  to  the  17tb  July,  was  61,307 

For  other  ports,  -1,,360 

67,667 

The  number  received  at  the  upper  post  office 
from  1st  January  to  June  30th,  was  2-10,5-18 

For  city  delivery,  101,8-lS 

Tonnage  of  the  lakes — For  the  year  1S37,  the 
tonnage  on  the  lakes  was  as  follows; — 

Tons. 
Bullalo,  2,9S2 

Erie,  2,9!)3 

Cleveland,  6,719 

Sandusky,  822 

Maumee,  2,811 

Detriot,  7,078 

The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the  9th  inst.  states 
that  Messrs.  Drane  and  Dinkins,  citizens  of  Can- 
ton, Madison  county,  Mississippi,  both  gentlemen 
of  high  respectability,  fought  a  few  days  ago  near 
that  place  with  double-barrelled  shot  guns,  and 
W'ere  both  killed. 

Health  of  Vie  cities.  The  number  of  deaths  in 
New  York  last  week  was  199.  Of  these,  126 
were  under  the  age  of  five  years;  by  cholera  infan- 
tum, 33;  consumption,  27;  convulsions,  17. 

In  Philadelphia,  last  week,  there  were  163 
deaths,  of  which  94  were  children  under  two  years 
of  age,  15  were  by  consumption;  6  by  appoplcxy. 

In  Baltimore,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  bill  of  mor- 
tality, theie  were  71  deaths  last  week;  of  which  -11 
were  children  under  tvvo  years  of  age. — Baltimore 
Republican , 

Emigrants.  German  papers  mention  the  arrival 
at  Berlin  of  a  number  of  emigrants,  rigid  Luthe- 
rans, formerly  composing  the  congregation  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Schirhel,  against  whom,  with  his 
Hock,  the  military  were  turned  out.  They  were 
bound  to  Hamburg,  thence  to  embark  for  America, 
having,  it  is  said,  been  preceded  hither  by  agents 
to  purchase  land.  It  is  stated  that  they  are  not 
without  resources.  They  emigrate  to  "  preserve 
the  true  faith,"  and  in  tiiis  feature  resemble  the 
pilgrims  who  of  old  left  England,  and  then  Hol- 
iar.d,  to  come  to  this  country  to  preserve  liberty  of 
conscience. — New  York  Sun. 

King  Philip.  This  distinguished  brave  of  the 
Seminole  tribe,  we  learn  from  the  New  Orleans 
True  American,  expired  on  board  of  the  steamboat 
Liverpool,  on  his  way  to  Arkansas.  At  forty  miles 
beiow  Fort  Gibson,  the  two  boats  containing  the 
emigrating  party,  were  brought  into  the  shore,  the 
yards  manned,  and  the  body  of  King  Philip  taken 
out  and  buried  with  the  honors  of  war.  One  hun- 
dred guns  were  fired  over  his  grave,  and  the  In- 
dians, under  lieutenant  Reynolds,  commnnding  the 
party,  permitted  to  attend  the  funeral,  appeared  to 
be  much  moved  at  the  loss  they  had  sustained. 

Longworth's  new  directory  of  New  York,  con- 
tains upwards  of  .'!7,000  names,  of  which  nearly 
10,000  are  not  included  in  the  preceding  volume. 
The  number  of  changes  and  alterations  exceed 
11,000. 


Indian  trealij.  The  Tallahassee  papers  of  the 
30th  ult.  state  that  "gov.  Call  and  the  Indian  agents, 
Messrs.  Walker  and  13ovd,  have  recently  succeed- 
ed in  making  a  treaty  w'ith  John  Walker  and  Econ 
Chatamicco's  tribes  of  Apalachicola  Indians.  The 
treaty  provides  for  their  removal  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober next.  The  Indians  are  paid  for  their  lands 
and  improvements,  atid  a  liberal  allowance  for  their 
emigration.  This  treaty  has  long  been  desirable— 
the  contact  of  the  Indians  with  the  whites  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  settlements  bordering  on  the  re- 
serve, is  jiroductivc  of  bad  consequences  to  both 
parties.  The  reservation,  too,  occupies  some  of  the 
best  lands  in  the  territory,  which  will  be  settled 
immediately  upon  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title." 

Florida  crops.  The  Tallahassee  papers  state  that 
the  crops  of  corn  and  cotton  in  middle  Florida,  are 
unusually  good  for  the  season.  The  corn  crop  will 
'be  much  larger  than  the  last  year,  more  having 
'been  planted  than  usual.  The  lateness  and  drought 
of  the  spring  kept  the  cotton  backward  but  the  re- 
cent rains  have  brought  it  forward  astonishingly. 

Milk  sich.ess.  The  governor  of  Kentucky  has 
(■fl'ered  a  reward  of  one  thousand  dollars  lor  the  dis- 
ccvcry  of  the  origin  of  the  disease  called  nu7/t  sick- 
ness, which  has  cut  off  thousands,  from  time  to 
time,  in  parts  of  that  stale,  and  parts  of  Indiana 
and  Ohio.  The  editor  of  the  Indiana  Free  Press, 
who  has  "seen  many  cases  of  the  milk  sickness,  or 
sick  stomach,  compares  its  malignity  lo  that  of 
the  cholera,  and  adds: 

"It  is  frequently  the  case  that  cattle  have  what  is 
called  the  trembles,  or  milk  sickness,  without  show- 
ing any  symptoms  of  disease,  until  they  have  been 
driven  or  considerably  worried,  when  it  exhibits  it- 
self  by  causing  the  animal  to  fall  down  and  a  trem- 
bling similar  to  that  occasioned  by  a  severe  shake 
of  the  ague  upon  a  person. 

"In  Ohio,  and  in  other  parts  of  this  state,  it  has 
been  the  cause  of  hundreds  of  deaths,  and  conse- 
quently retarded  the  improvement  of  the  country. 
It  also  exists  in  parts  of  Illinois." 

Taking  Squills.  A  capital  hoax  was  played  off 
last  week  with  several  barrels  of  the  roots  of  the 
squill,  a  well  known  medicinal  bulb,  which  some- 
times attains  a  large  size.  This  plant  is  allied  to 
the  onion,  which  it  resembles.  'J'hey  cost  in  the 
West  Indies  about  a  dollar  a  barrel;  and  as  their 
strange  appearance  excited  some  curiosity  among 
our  amateur  florists,  a  slight  advance  in  price  was 
resolved  upon  by  the  holders.  By  a  flourishing  de- 
scription and  the  name  of  Spanish  lilly,  and  a  glow- 
ing description  of  colors,  yellow  tipped  with  scar- 
let, crimson  with  w hite  stripes,  &c.  they  were  ea- 
sily worked  of}' at  two  shillings  a  piece,  and  care- 
fully transferred  to  sundry  gardens  and  pots  about 
tovvn,  many  owners  no  doubt  wailing  for  the  ex- 
piration of  the  four  weeks,  at  which  time  they  are 
lo  bloom.  At  any  rate  Ihey  can  raise  their  own 
squills,  aiul  will  have  a  curious  white  flower, 
though  nothing  very  gorgeous.        [A'.  Y.  .imer. 

The  olden  time.  Forty  years  ago  this  day,  the 
first  rural  tea  party  was  held  in  Northampton,  judge 
Lyman  delivered  an  oration,  and  the  rural  enter- 
tainment was  held  near  the  great  bridge  in  the 
meadows.  This  festival  has  been  seldom  omitted 
since  that  lime,  every  year  adding  to  its  interest 
and  beauty.  It  is  usually  served  up  in  a  grove,  the 
ladies  having  the  chief  management.  Tables,  de- 
corated with  evergreens  and  beautiful  flowers,  and 
loaded  with  refreshments  of  the  richest  kind,  are 
contributed  by  the  various  families  in  town.  Eight 
lady  managers  preside  assisted  by  delegated  gentle- 
men. Music  is  in  attendance,  and  a  dance  on  the 
green  follows  during  the  afternnoon.  It  is  a  ration- 
al and  pretty  entertainment,  free  from  the  selfish- 
ness of  political  festivals  and  dinner  parties,  from 
which  the  ladies  are  always  arbitrarily  excluded. 
We  wish  they  were  more  universalij'  prevalent. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain  was  experienced  in  the  city 
of  New  York  on  Thursday  night  the  26th  ult. 
During  the  gust,  St.  Bartholomew's  church,  in  La- 
fayette square,  was  struck  by  lightning.  The 
lightning  struck  the  steeple,  which  was  shattered 
to  pieces,  and  the  fluid  descended,  and  went  out 
at  the  clock.  A  gentleman  who  saw  it  strike  says 
it  exploded  like  a  rocket,  and  must  have  set  fire  to 
the  building  had  it  not  rained  so  very  severely. 

Mr.  William  Bromwell  was  brought  to  Balti- 
more on  Tuesday,  from  New  Y'ork,  where  he  had 
arrived  from  Mobile,  in  the  charge  of  officers  de- 
spatched thither,  and  was  committed  to  prison,  to 
take  his  trial  for  forgery. 

Baron  de  Talleyrand,  former  perfect  and  pleni- 
potentiary minister  of  France  in  Denmark,  has  been 
I  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Peer,  by  a  royal  ordinance 
1  dated  the  16th  June. 
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Moral  effects  of  mnniaiie.  The  slatistic5  of  the 
easteia  ptMiiUnitMry  ol'  I'.Miiisylvaiiia,  ari-  ciEiioiii  in 
.  the  i;reat  iiipquahly  which  Ihey  exhib't  between 
inarneil  aii'l  nninar-rieil  convicts.  Of  the  one 
hiinilred  anil  sixty  prisoners  receiveil  the  last  year, 
one  hnndreil  and  ten  were  uninarrieil.  Six  were 
widowers,  and  forty-five  only  were  married,  i  liave 
never  seen  a  stronger  illustration  of  the  moral  influ- 
ence of  marriage. 

By  the  upsetting  of  a  schooner  in  Chester  river, 
near  L  ive  Fjint,  of  sixteen  persons  on  board,  seven 
wvre  drOvV.i.;d.  Mrs.  Richardson  and  her  three 
daiijjhters,  of  K^nt  island,  capt.  Denny,  and  a  co- 
lored mill  and  woman.  Tlii  rest  were  saved  by 
clinj^nji;  to  the  vessel. 

The  following  important  fact  has  been  published 
by  the  consign  .-es  of  the  Royal  William  steamer: — 

'•riie  Riyal  William  belongs  to  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin coiUpany,  established  in  1S3-',  to  run  stea.ners 
between  Liverpool,  Dublin  and  Belfast.  They 
have  a  lleet  of  17  vessels  employed  in  theliish 
Cnannel,  which  make  annually  above  ],Oill) 
voyages,  and  from  tne  peculiar  care  used  in  their 
couslrucliou,  and  from  their  almost  daily  inspec- 
tion, not  an  accident  has  occured  to  endanger  life 
during  a  peiiod  of  1-i  years." 

Fi-om  Iks  Fdi-  JVest.  The  steamboat  Anlelojie, 
beijnging  to  the  American  fur  coupany,  arrived 
at  the  wnarf  yesterday,  from  the  month  of  the  Yel- 
low S'one.  She  brings  about  a  thousand  packs, 
chiefly  Barfalu  robes.  The  most  valuable  furs  are 
on  their  way  dovvn  in  Mackanaw  boats,  and  will 
probably  be  here  in  a  tew  weeks.  The  Antelope 
reports  the  river  as  imnsually  low;  she  was  detain- 
ed nearly  two  weeks  by  reason  of  this. 

Tne  agent  of  the  company  reports  that  the  small 
pox  had  ceased  its  ravages  amongst  the  Sioux,  but 
was  still  raging  amongst  the  Indians  higher  up  the 
Yellow  Sione.  The  .'Vssineboines  are  siid  to  be 
extinct,  and  most  of  the  Blackfeet  have  fallen  vic- 
tims. It  was  believed  tint  more  than  25,000  liave 
died  of  the  disease,  and  that  it  would  not  slop  short 
of  the  Pacific  oceau.  [Si.  Louis  Republ.can. 

Cdiiai  ioLls,  SfC.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  for  the  third  week  in  July  1.S37 
and  13)!:!,  were  as  follows: 

In  18.57  $33,9!)3   U 

In   \«ii  3S,S97  72 

Increase  ,<f  1,9S9  53  or  nearly  15  per  cent. 
The  lljur  and    wheat   ariiving   m   the    Hudson 
river  via  the  canals  lor  the  same  periods,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

bbl.s.  flour.         bushels  wheat. 

In  1837  16,748  

In   1S3S  2t>,297  10,312 

Increase  9,549  bbls  Hour  and  10,312  bushels 
wheat. 

The  merchandize  shipped  at  Albany  and  West 
Troy  fur  the  same  time,  was  as  follows: 

In   1S.J7  2,776,8011  pounds 

In   1338  3,439.500 

Increase  61)2,700 

A  respectable  gentleman  of  this  city  has  request- 
ed us  to  state  that  almost  immediate  relk  f  may  be 
artorded  to  persons  who  imprudently  drink  too 
much  cold  water  during  the  prevalence  of  hot 
weather,  by  aiimiiiistering  fifteen  drops  of  Spiritus 
Sails  in  about  a  wine  s'^iss  lull  ol  any  kind  ol 
spirituous  liquor.  The  Spiritus  Sails  may  be  pro- 
cured at  any  apothecary's  shop.         [Bait.  Aiaer. 

Suilmmiiig.  A  sailor  named  Samuel  Brown,  we 
are  iiilonned,  swam  lor  a  wager,  from  Smilh's  Ibun- 
dry  in  tnis  place,  to  Fort  Washington,  a  distance  of 
neaily  eightmiles!  He  was  accompanied  bv  a  boat, 
to  see  that  all  was  fair.  Tins  leat  was  performed 
on  Wednesday  evening.         [jllexandiU  Gazelle. 

j1  nooel  salute.  When  gen.  Washington,  whilst 
president,  visited  the  works  ol  the  Ja.nes  river  ca- 
nal, the  chief  engineer  caused  the  quarriers  to 
charge  some  hundreds  of  blasts,  wiiicli  were  ex- 
ploded at  Washington's  approach.  This  internal 
nivigatiou  salute  he  prouounceii  the  most  gratifying 
he  h  id  ever  heard:  and,  by  the  bye,  he  gave  all  the 
workmen  a  guinea  a  |iiece  to  drink  his  health. 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of  a  new- 
Graham  |)-riodical,  called  tiie  JohnivjCuke.  After 
a  hasty  examinalion  of  its  contents,  we  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  slack-baked. 

[Boston  Gazelle. 

lifuiiificenl  donation.  It  is  staled,  that  John  Jacob 
Aslor,  uf  New  York,  has  presented  t  le  sum  ol 
$.JJI.UO!l,  fur  th^  purpose  of  establishing  a  public 
library  in  that  city. 

No  less  than  four  new  churches  are  now  in  pro- 
gress in  the  borough  of  Alleghany,  adjoing  Pitts- 
burgh, and  two  others  are  in  train  of  erection. 


.4  curiositij.  We  have  on  our  table  the  head  of  a 
pipe  taken  yesterday  Irom  the  ground  on  the  bank 
ol  Wheeling  creek,  in  front  of  the  dwelling  ol  Wil- 
liam Chaiplaiue,  e.-q.,  w  here  excavation  for  a  street 
is  now  goiiii  on,  which  is  the  greatest  curiosity  of 
the  kind  we  have  everseen.  It  is  evidently  of  In- 
dian manufacture,  and  we  think,  a  petriluClion  of 
wood,  by  the  strong  resemblance  of  the  gram  to  it. 
It  is  nine  inches  in  length  ami  weighs  three  pounds, 
rile  hollow  bowl  is  very  small  lor  the  size  of  the 
pipe  and  was  evidently  made  with  a  great  deal  ot 
labor,  as  also  was  the  perloration  for  the  stem.  The 
whole  lorms  a  pertect  representation  of  a  duck 
swimming,  and  is  disliiiclly  marked  with  the  beak, 
curve  of  tlie  neck,  wings  and  tail,  as  also  the  shad- 
ing of  Ihe  breast.  The  stem  must  have  been  of 
cane  or  elder,  and  long  enough  to  rest  the  bowl  on 
the  ground,  as  it  never  could  have  been  used  in  any 
other  way  excejit  by  tiie  mouth  of  one  ol  dilliver's 
sixty  leet  gentlemen.  It  can  be  seen,  for  the  pre- 
sent, by  the  curious,  at  our  otfice.  [  Wheeling  Times. 

Hiih  paij  for  lectures.  During  the  last  month  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Cnaliners  ol  Edinburg,  delivered  in  Lon- 
don a  series  of  lectur»*s,  lor  which  according  to  a 
statement  in  the  Edinburg  Chri-inicle,  he  receives 
from  the  Christian  Influence  Society  the  sum  of 
FIFTY  POUNDS  for  each  l-clure.  The  lecturer's 
theory  ol  a  church  establishment  rocognizes,  noi 
only  a  legal  provision  for  the  clergy,  but  the  territo- 
rial distribution  of  the  people  into  parishes,  each 
under  the  superintendence  of  its  own  cleigy;iiaii. 
His  scheme  proposes  that  the  whole  country  should 
be  parceled  out  ii.to  parishes,  each  containing  not 
more  than  a  population  of  2000— and  that  the  cler- 
gyman of  each  ii\ou\(\  fill  his  church  out  of  his  own 
p, Irish,  and  reclaim  every  family  and  every  individ- 
ual committed  to  his  caie  to  the  habits  of  regular 
church  going. 

The  grand  jury  of  tlie  U.  S.  circuit  court,  sitting 
at  New  York,  have  refused  to  find  a  bill  against  the 
otiicers  and  crew  of  the  American  sealing  scuooner 
Anna  Howard,  who  were  charged  with  the  commis- 
sion of  a  brutal  murder  of  a  number  of  Patagonians. 
The  defence  was,  that  the  killing  was  perpetrated  in 
self  defence,  the  natives  having  made  an  attack  upon 
the  seal  vessel. 

Lobby  services.  The  New  York  Express  says  a 
gentleman  of  higli  standing  in  Albany  lately  present- 
ed a  bill  of  9'lOuO  to  a  widow  lady  tor  his  induence 
with  the  members  of  the  legislature  in  procuring  tiie 
ijassdgp  of  a  law  in  her  favor.  And  a  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  New  York  has  commenced 
suit  against  251  subscribers  to  Ihe  Coal  Stock  Coin- 
pant/,  for  )J1500  for  lobby  services.  By  a  late  de- 
cision, however,  of  juOge  Uislioeiier,  of  New  Jersey 
this  lobby  business  is  likely  to  be  knocked  in  the 
head.  He  has  decided  against  the  legality  of  claims 
for  lobby  services. 

Fires  in  London.  The  total  number  of  fires  ob- 
served and  reported  by  the  police  in  1S36  was  240, 
exclusive  of  chimneys;  in  1837  it  was  229.  Of 
These,  140  in  the  t'oruier  year,  and  50  in  Ihe  latter, 
equal  to  34  per  cent,  of  tne  whole  nii.nber,  were 
exlinguisheci  by  the  police  before  the  arrival  of  the 
engines.  The  estimated  amount  of  loss,  generally 
taken  from  the  statements  of  the  sufferers  them- 
selves, was  486,500/.  in  1336,  anil  198,559/.  In  1837. 
In  Ihe  former  sums  is  included  400,000/.,  the  esti- 
mated loss  at  the  warehouses  of  Penning  and  co. 
near  London  bridge;  and  in  the  latter  150,000/.,  the 
loss  at  Davis'  wharf,  Shadwell.  If  these  two  sums 
be  excluded,  the  loss  in  the  two  years  amounts  to 
135,059/.   [Jour,  of  the  London  Slalislical  Sociclij. 

Wool  in  the  U.  S.  The  Vergennes,  Vt.  paper 
says  that  the  fifteen  wool  growing  states  produce 
forty  million  pounds  of  wool  annually.  In  1336, 
the  average  price  of  wool  w  as  58  cts.  per  lb.  Be- 
tween 1827  and  1336,  it  never  went  below  36  cts., 
but  in  1837,  the  average  price  was  only  34  1-2 
cents,  and  in  1333,  it  has  fallen  to  28  1-2  cts.  perlb. 

The  drought.  As  the  train  of  cars  was  passing 
through  Brandywine  Hundred,  Delaware,  on  Tues- 
day last,  a  spark  from  the  locomotive  fell  in  a  stub- 
ble field,  and  a  ilame  immediately  flashed  over  the 
whole  field,  consuuiing  the  stubble  and  dead  grass 
like  Under. 

Mr.  Sull:/,  the  artist,  is  expected  to  arrive  from 
England  in  the  course  of  the  present  month,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  portrait  of  Victoria. 

Excellenl.  The  Cincinnati  insurance  offices  have 
acreed  to  an  abatement  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  pre- 
mium due  from  steam  boats  conducted  without  in- 
toxicating drink. 

The  packet  ship  SI.  James  arrived  at  New  York 
on  Wednesday.  She  has  no  news.  Among  her 
passengers  are  several  Bedouin  Arabs,  who  have' been 
performing  at  Paris  with  much  eclat. 


The  Pulaski.  The  lollowing  extract  Irom  a 
letter  written  by  Dr.  Sharpe  to  ihe  hon.  James  Bu- 
chanan, has  been  sent  us  for  publication.  The 
gentleman  alluded  is  Dr.  George  W.  Evans,  of  the 
United  Slates  navy — a  native  of  Morgantown  in- 
tnis  county,  and  well  known  to  many  of  our  citi- 
zei.s.  We  understand  that  his  friends  had  for  some 
time  past  expected  his  arrival  at  home,  but  from 
this  letter  as  well  as  other  circumstances  have  now 
given  up  all  hope.  [Berks  Journal. 

United  Stales  navy  yard,  near  Pensacola, 

Jane  25lh  1333. 

Sir:  Y'our  friend  Dr.  Evans  of  the  navy  left  this 
place  on  the  6th  inst.,in  company  with  judge  Came- 
ron and  judge  Rochester,  and  I  ain  extremely  ap- 
prehensive that  he  is  one  of  the  victims  of  the  late 
disaster  of  the  Pulaski,  as  I  see  the  name  of  Evans 
among  the  list,  and  can  but  think  that  he  is  the  per- 
son, although  no  title  is  given.  He  would  hardly 
have  parted  company  with  them  as  he  remained 
several  days  to  avail  himself  of  their  society  on  his 
journey. 

Oneida  Indians  Isaac  Dennisfon,  esq.  agent  for 
this  stale,  returned  a  few  days  since  from  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin  territory,  where  he  distributed  among  the 
Oneida  Indians  the  money  pavable  to  (hem  as  annul 
lies  under  the  various  treaties  from  1783  to  1824 
The  ainounl  paid  was  $27,965  14,  which  was  done 
in  a  way  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Indians.  The 
Albany  Argus,  Irom  which  we  gather  these  particu- . 
lais,  add^: 

"Mr.  D.  has  been  Indian  agent  for  a  great  numbe; 
of  years,  and  has  assisted  in  making' most  of  the 
treaties  between  the  stale  government  and  th( 
several  frib;>s  of  Indians  witiiin  ils  borders,  and 
most  ofthe  annuities  secured  by  these  trealii.s  havt 
been  paid  through  him,  amounting  animally  tc 
about  fifteen  thousand  dollais.  And  it  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  the  duties  of  Mr.  Eenniston's  agency 
have  been  conducted  with  such  care  and  fidelity  a 
not  only  to  meet  the  approbation  of  tie  ;;late  govern 
inenf,  I'or  a  long  series  of  years,  but  to  protect  hin 
Irom  any  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  Indians." 

From  Valparaiso.  By  the  ship  N.itchez,  whici 
arrived  at  New  York  in  the  short  pas.-^age  o 
sixty  days,  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  CommerC' 
received  the  lollowing: 

Valparaiso,  May  10,  1S33. 

Tills  government  has  declared  the  port  of  Callai 
in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  their  fleet  is  now  oi 
that  jilace.  Another  expedition  is  being  preparei 
ht-re  which  will  sail  against  Peru  in  Ihe  course  Oi 
about  six  weeks;  it  will  consist  of  about  five  thou 
sandmen.  It  is  generally  believed  that  they  wil 
land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  unles; 
some  dissatisfaction  takes  place  in  the  army  of  gen- 
eral Sata  Cruz^-we  think  the  expedition  will  again 
be  defeated. 

Buenos  Ayres.  A  letter  from  Buenos  Avres  o' 
the  24th  May  informs  that  the  Buenos  Ayreai 
minister  to  the  United  States  was  to  leave  in  th' 
Nile.  The  government  had  determined  that  thej 
would  never  accede  to  the  demands  of  the  French 
and  the  blockhade  will  of  course  be  continn-d  unii 
the  present  chief  shall  be  superseded,  or  the  wan 
and  distress  of  the  country  oblige  them  to  changi 
their  deteimination. 

The  New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin  of  July 
28,  says: — '-The  hon.  Anson  Jones,  minister  pleid- 
polentiary  from  Texas  lo  the  United  States,  arrived 
in  our  city  yesterday,  in  the  steamboat  Columbia." 

Charleston  banks.  The  Charleston  Patriot  nrgrs 
the  banks  of  that  city  to  resume  specie  payments 
simultaneously  with  those  of  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
dnlphia,  on  the  13lh  of  August.  The  ediior  states 
that  .111  arrangemenl  to  that  elfect  can  be  made  with 
the  Georgia  banks  in  sufficieni  time. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Pierce  declines  the  promotion  and 
transfer  to  the  8tli  regiment  of  infantry,  which  hail 
been  bestowed  upon  him,  preferring  to  remain  in 
the  artillery. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  27th.  reports 
the  health  of  that  city  to  be  over  good. 

A  donation  of  1,500  yards  of  calico  has  been 
made  to  the  sisters  of  charity  at  Boston  ,by  Messrs. 
John  iMcCarty  and  Edward  Barr,  of  Proviilence 

The  amount  of  depnsites  in  Ihe  Boston  Savings 
Bank  is  .$2,009,332.77,  belonging  to  13.015  de- 
positors. Savings  banks,  in  which  the  industrious 
and  economical  may  find  a  safe  place  of  deposite 
lor  their  spare  earnings,  are  among  the  most  useful 
institutions  of  the  day. 

It  is  stated  in  the  last  Charleston  Mercury,  that 
there  are  now  about  sixty  stoies  and  dwelling 
houses  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  "burnt  dis- 
trict," of  that  city.  The  ruins  are  said  to  be  fast 
disappearing. 
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CcS-The  Royal  IVitllium  steam-sliip  It-It  New  York 
on  Saturday  alternoon  at  4  o'clock.  She  took  out 
thirtv-five  cabin  passengers  and  about  fi.'C  tliousand 
letters. 

North  Caromna.  The  elections  for  govi-mor 
and  members  of  the  state  legislature,  were  held  in 
this  state,  in  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Granville, 
Warren,  Xash,  Eil<:ccoinb,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Wasli- 
in'lon,  Hyde  and  Tyriell,  on  Thursday  thi?  261h  of 
July:  in  the  counties  of  Johnston,  Wayne,  Lcrior, 
Craven,  Carteret,  Jones  and  Greene,  on  the  2d 
inst.  and  in  all  the  other  counties  on  the  9ili  in;t. 
Thus  far  19  friends  of  the  administration  and  16 
whigs  have  been  elected — and  Mr.  Dudley  has  re- 
ceived a  considerable  majority  of  voles  over  Mr. 
Branch. 

Official.  A'o/i'ce.  The  money  bequeathed  by 
the  late  James  Smilhson,  esq.  of  London,  for  fouml- 
inj  an  institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  amount- 
ing to  about  a  half  of  a  million  of  dollars,  will,  it  is 
expected,  be  received  dui-ing  the  present  month. 
By  an  act  passed  July  7th,  1S3S,  the  undersigned  is 
directed  to  invest  the  same  "in  stocks  of  slntes, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per 
cent,  per  annum."  He  is  now  prepared  to  receive 
proposals  from  persons  who  have  stocks  of  this  de- 
scription to  dispose  of. 

Lf.vi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  ileparl:ner,t,  August  6,  1S38. 

Canada  affairs.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  British 
consul,  received  despatches  by  the  Great  Western, 
for  lord  Durham  and  Sir  George  Arthur.  It  is  saici 
they  are  of  unusual  importance.  Thev  were  for- 
warded to  Quebec  and  Toronto  by  special  messen- 
gers, and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  consul 
so  that  tlie  return  despatches  shall  arrive  here  in 
view  to  be  sent  by  the  Great  Western  on  her  re- 
turn. Despatches  were  also  received  for  the  go- 
vernment ol  Halifax,  this  being  the  most  direct 
communication  between  Loiido'n  and  Halifax. 
[A'.  F.  Express. 

Our  government  has  purchased  from  the  Ameri- 
cans a  steamer,  to  be  manned,  armed,  and  put  in 
charge  of  lieutenant  Dtilfie.  She  was  coming 
down  the  Niagara  river  the  other  day  to  go  into  the 
Chippewa  river,  and  owing  to  improper  mana:;e- 
ment,  she  pase.l  the  river,  aud  was  last  approach- 
ing towards  th-  Falls  b.-fore  she  could  bs  brought 
np  by  three  anchors.  Should  thev  or  t!ie  ropes 
give  way,  over  the  Falls  she  goes.  They  have  sent 
to  the  Americans  at  Butfalo  lor  assistance,  which 
is  thought  will  be  very  expensive  before  she  sets 
to  safe  moorings.     [^Kingston  Spectator,  July  2' . 

The  staunch  and  swift  steamboat  Milwaukie 
has  been  chartered  by  the  United  States  for  the 
service  of  the  government  upon  the  waters  of  the 
upper  lak'-s,  in  the  place  of  the  Erie. 

Lieutenant  Homans  is  to  command  the  Milwau- 
kie. The  charge  of  the  soldiers,  &c.  is  to  remain, 
however,  as  heretofore,  under  an  array  officer^ 
and  the  vessel  is  to  be  subject  to  the  requisitions 
and  orders  of  the  comraaudins  officer  on  these 
frontiers.  iBvffalo  Journal. 

Gen.  Havne.  The  Washington  Chronicle  of 
Tuesday  evening  says:  "Gen.  Robert  Y.  Hayne 
passed  through  this  city  yesterday  on  his  way  to 
the  north,  where  he  purposes  to  pass  a  short  time 
in  examining  the  latest  improvements  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  &c.  He  will,  we  understand, 
return  through  the  upper  part  of  Virginia,  with  the 
view  of  examining  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  theiice  proceed  to  the  meetinj  of  the  directors 
of  the  Charleston  and  Louisville  railroad,  of  which 
he  is  president,  to  be  held  on  the  27th  instant,  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky." 

Barbecue  to  Mr.  Prestov.  A  great  barbe- 
cue was  given  to  Messrs.  Preston  and  Elmore, 
near  Columbia,  S.  C,  on  the  27th  iilt.,  to  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  other  representatives  of  the 
state  were  invited.  We  learn  from  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  Mercury,  that  only  Mr.  Preslon 
was  present.  We  learn  also  from  the  same  source, 
that  six  or  eight  hundred  gentlemen  attended  the 
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dinner,  one-third  or  one-half  sub  treasury  men.  Mr. 
Preston  spoke  at  large  on  the  interesting  topics  of 
the  times.  "  His  argument  against  the  sub-trea- 
sury system,  (says  the  Mercury  correspondent,) 
was  replete  with  his  utmost  powers  of  wit  and  sar- 
casm, yet  by  no  means  fair,  just,  or  cd'ective,"  fee. 
&c.  Much  cheering  attended  his  remarks.  Mr. 
-Mbert  Khett  gave  a  toast  in  favor  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury, which  the  writer  said  received  cheering 
quite  as  general  as  that  given  to  Mr.  Preston.  A 
complimentary  toast  "in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun  as 
a  candidate  lor  the  presidency,  was  warmly  and 
enthusiastically  ap|danded"  A  toast  was  given, 
declaring  Mr.' Van  Buicn  and  Mr.  Clay  unworthy 
the  vote  of  the  state. 

The  writer  says:  "I  have  been  greatly  gratified 
to  perceive  that  the  general  proceedings  of  the  day 
manifested  far  less  of  the  violent  war  spirit  of  the 
Telescope,  and  more  of  that  of  concession  and  re- 
conciliation, than  we  had  at  first  any  reason  to 
expect.  I  earnestly  trust  it  will  be  met  in  a 
similar  spirit — nay,  I  am  sure  it  will;  and  that 
however  we  may  differ  from  our  old  associates 
on  princiide,  and  honestly  battle  with  them  for 
the  rigid,  on  that  ground,  we  will  ever  be  as  ready 
to  reuieinbcr  the  old  and  atfpctionate  ties  which 
bound  us  with  them  to  our  beloved  state  as  their 
own  bearing  and  deportment  will  possibly  admit. 
Our  principles  we  cannot  compromise,  but  in  bat- 
tling for  them  we  will  not  war  on  persons,  ex- 
cept in  self  defence,  and  desire  to  forget  their 
personal  errors,  in  the  gratL-ful  remembrance  that 
th^y   '•  have  done  the  slate  some  service." 

I.VDiAX  AFFAIKS.  The  Cherolcees.  Extract  of 
a  letter  from  major  general  Winfield  Scott,  to  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  army,  dated  head  quarters, 
eastern  division,   Cherokee  agency,  July  23,  1S3S. 

"  l!  is,  I  learn,  reported  throughout  this  counlry, 
that  the  Indians  collected  in  camjis  for  emigration 
are  sickly  and  dying  in  great  numbers.  I  men- 
lion  this  report  to  contradict  it.  The  Indians  are, 
very  generally,  in  cxeelleiit  health,  and  so  are  the 
troops.  Please  cause  this  to  be  ollicially  an- 
nounced." 

Murders  in  Georpiu.  The  Darien  Telegr.iph  of 
the  31st  ult.  c.-inlairis  the  following: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  learned  from  an  anihentic 
source,  of  the  murder  of  two  families  in  Ware 
county  by  the  Indians.  Mr.  Wilde  and  family 
were  uiurdered  on  the  ]7lh  inst.,  and  Mr.  John 
Davis  and  family  on  the  24lh,  not  more  than  twen- 
ty or  twenty-five  miles  from  Waynesville. 

Mr.  Davis  is.  I  believe,  well  known,  having 
formerly  been  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

These  murders  were  perpetrated  by  five  Indians, 
whose  trail  was  followed  by  the  neighbors  into 
the  Okefenokee'  swamp,  where  they  found  the 
trails  so  large,  and  indicating  the  vicinily  cf  so 
many  Indians,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return. 
They  estimate  thai  there  are  as  many  as  four  or  five 
hundred  in  the  swamp.  Great  excilement  pre- 
vails ill  Ware  und  Camden  on  the  subject  of  these 
murders,  and  from  Waynesville  an  express  has 
been  despatched  to  oblain  particular  information; 
and  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  is  to  be  held  to-mor- 
row, to  take  such  measures  as  the  urgency  of  the 
case  may  require. 

I  write  this  in  the  greatest  haste,  thinking  it 
may  possibly — in  the  absence  of  more  particular 
and  recent  intelligence  than  h..s  been  received 
here — be  of  service  to  you.     Yours,  &c., 

L.  Lyman. 

C.  M'Jrtlell,  esq. 

Murders  in  Florida.  The  Tallahassee  Floridian 
of  the  28th  ult.  says:  On  Wednesday  morning 
last,  two  more  of  our  citizens  fell  victims  to  savage 
barbarity.  A  Mr.  Lasley,  residing  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  from  Tallahassee,  on  the  Ocloc- 
knee  river,  when  returning  to  his  work  from  break- 
fast, discovered  a  number  of  Indians  on  his  plan- 
tation. He,  with  his  son,  retreated  to  the  house, 
followed  by  the  In<lians,  but  succeeded  in  defend- 
ing his  dwelling  till  about  1  o'clock,  when  the 
savages  retired  a  short  distarjce  in  the  woods. 
Supposing  it  safe  to  retreat,  the  family  left  the 
house,  but  had  proceeded  only  a  short  distance 
when  they  were  overtaken  by  the   Indians,   Mr. 


Lasley  and  his  daughter  shot  down,  and  the  son 
received  a  ball  through  the  hand.  Two  young 
men  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.'  The 
number  of  Indians  was  stated  at  fifty  or  sixty. 
\Vc  think  the  number  exaggerated. 

Governor  Call  has  taken  such  measures  as  are 
in  his  power  to  give  defence  to  the  frontier  of  Le- 
on and  Gadsden  counties,  and  if  possible,  prevent 
the  Creeks  from  effecting  their  escape  to  the  Sem- 
inolcs,  as  is  no  doubt  their  intention.  Captain 
Walker's  company  at  Shell's  point,  has  been  order- 
ed to  scour  the  country  on  the  line  from  the  point 
to  Mr.  AUigood's  plantation,  about  six  miles  from 
this  city.  He  has  also  called  fora  fbrce  from  Gads- 
den, and  it  is  probable  that  major  Taylor's  batta'l- 
lion,  now  st.ationed  on  the  Oscilla  frontier,  will 
also  go  in  pursuit  of  the  Creeks. 

The  governor  received,  by  express,  early  yester- 
day morning,  information  from  major  Taylor,  that 
his  command  would  be  dicharged  from  the  service 
by  major  Dearborn;  in  which  event  they  have  been 
ordered  by  the  governor  to  report  to  him  at  this 
place,  when  they  will  be  employed  against  the 
Creeks.  It  is  probable  that  colonel  Green,  of  the 
sixth  regiment,  recently  arrived  from  Green  Bay, 
will  receive  the  troops  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Colonel  Green  is  charged  with  the 
command  of  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida,  and  is 
a  highly  efficient  offi.-er.  At  all  events  we  are  as- 
Isured  that  the  frontier  will  be  defended,  and  pro- 
tection given  our  citizens,  if  not  by  the  Unjted 
States  authorities,  at  least  by  the  territorial. 

Banks,  cuiiHENrY,  &c.  Money  affairs  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of 
TliUisday,5ays:  "We  learn  from  Philadelphia,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  approaching  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  several  of  the  banks  of  that  city 
had  seen  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  contraclion,  and 
had  already  commenced  a  curtailment  of  their  ac- 
commodations, and  that  money  was  for  this  cause, 
becoming  sensibly  scarce,  and  the  rate  of  dis-' 
count  proportionately  advancing.  This  scarcily  of 
money  no  doiilit  will  continue  "to  increase,  .as  'the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  must  do  after  the  resumption, 
what  the  banks  of  New  York  did  before  they  re- 
sumed, viz— contract  their  money  accommodalion, 
as  much  as  possible;  the  inconvenience  however 
will  no  doubt  be  merely  temporary,  and  has  been 
all  along  foreseen." 

The  Pennsyhanian  of  yesterday,  says— We  un- 
derstand that  the  notes  of  the  Philadelphia  banks 
are  now  received  in  payment  of  duties  at  our  cus- 
tom house— satisfactory  proof  having  been  furnish- 
ed the  collector  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  that 
notes  and  checks  on  this  institi/tion  are  redeemed 
in  specie. 

Resumption  of  the  Ohio  banks.  The  Columbia 
(Ohio)  Journal  of  the  3d  instant  has  the  following 
annunciation  of  the  contemplated  resumption  oT 
specie  payments  by  the  Ohio  banks  on  Ihe  13th  in- 
stant—the day  on  which  the  banks  in  the  Atlantic 
st.ites  have  agreed  to  resume. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  circular,  that 
.Monday,  Ihe  I3lh  instant,  is  the  day  a-'reed  upon 
for  the  general  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks  of  Ohio.  The  duty  of  laying  'this  circu- 
lar before  our  readers  is  the  most  gralifyin-  we 
have  performed  this  many  a  day.  '     '^ 

Columbus,  Aupist  2,  I.^^SS 

At  the  convention  of  the  banks  of  Ohio  held'in 
Ibis  city  on  Ihe  six'h  and  seventh  days  of  June  la'^t 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  ' 

'•Resolved  ThM  in  case  the  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia  and  Baltimore  do  not  resume  on  or  before  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next  then  Messrs.  J.  Creed,  K. 
W.  McCoy,  and  \Vm.  Niel.  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  committee  to  fix  the  day,  and  give  in- 
formation to  each  of  the  banks,  so  soon  as  it  shall 
be  known  that  said  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore  have  resumed,  after  said  fourth  of  July 

Believing  that  the  banks  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
sland,  Coimeciicut,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky and  Baltimore  will,  under  a  resolution  adopt- 
ed at  a  convention  of  banks  held  at  Philadelphia  on 
he  twenty-third  ultimo,  resume  the  payment  of 
their  bilLs  in  specie  on  the  thirteenth  of  Au-ust 
inst,;  and  believing  that  sound  policy  iequire"'s  of 
the  Ohio  banks  to  resume  simultaneously  with 
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them,  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of  the  aiithouty 
in  them  vested,  recommended  to  the  Ohio  banks  to 
resume  on  the  said  thirteenth  day  ot  August  in- 

slant.  ^  ^ 

John  Cheed.     i 
R.  W.  McCoy,  >  commillee. 
Wm.  Neil.        ) 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  says  tliat  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  commenced  redeeming 
their  $3  notes  in  specie  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  will 
resume  generally  as  soon  as  the  banks  in  the  neigh- 
boring states  do. 

Some  of  the  corporations  of  Philadelphia  which 
have  issued  small  notes  during  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  are  beginning  to  withdraw  them 
from  circulation. 

.1}  glorious  example.  The  city  certificates  about 
to  be  redeemed.  We  learn  with  pleasure  that  an 
arrano-ement  is  made  by  which  the  Bank  of  tlie 
United  States  will  redeem  all  the  certificates  of 
loan  issued  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  This  glo- 
rious example,  we  hope  will  be  speedily  imitated 
by  the  other  corporations.  The  city  councils  de- 
serve great  credit  for  the  movement. 

[rial.  Enq. 

The  notes  of  the  corporation  of  Baltimore  have 
been  redeemed  by  the  banks  of  that  city,  since  the 
1st  of  May  last. 

Michigan  Moneij.  The  Detroit  Advertiser_  of 
July  31st.,  says,  "the  money  of  this  state  is  still  im 
proving  in  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  of 
course  grows  scarcer.  Nearly  all  of  the  notes  of 
the  best  chartered  banks  are  out  of  circulatior.— 
some  having  been  redeemed,  and  others  placed  on 
deposite,  which  have  not  again  been  thrown  into 
circulation." 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bicknell's  Reporter 
of  Tuesday  says— "Money  is  abundant  in  this  city 
at  moderate  interest,  and  the  prospect  generally 
looks  well.  In  fact  the  certainty  of  the  banks  re- 
suming on  Monday  next,  and  their  known  ability 
so  to  do,  have  proved  the  means  of  restoring  mone- 
tary and  business  affairs  of  the  city  to  a  healthy 
state." 

The  Girard  bank  has  ceased  to  act  as  agent  for 

paying  the  government  pensions,  and  that  business 

will  be  hereafter  done  by  the  JMoyainensing  bank. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  board,  .rlugust  7. 

328  shares  U.  S.  Bank,         -         -         -     121  3-4 
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The  New  York  Express,  second  edition  of  Mon- 
day, says — 

A  portion  and  a  very  large  portion,  of  the  mer- 
cantile community,  too,  will  learn  with  regret,  that 
there  are  some  embarrassments  in  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  this  city. 
We  have  it  from  what  we  deem  good  authority, 
that  threats  have  been  thrown  out  from  persons  in 
high  authority,  that  if  a  branch  is  establislied  here, 
measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to  put  an  in- 
junction on  the  bank.  This  threat  has  had  tlie  effect 
for  the  present,  as  we  are  informed,  to  cause  a  sus- 
pension of  the  intended  location  of  a  bank.  What- 
ever unkind  feeling  there  may  be  lingering  in  the 
bosom  of  political  adversaries  towards  that  institu- 
tion, there  is  none  among  men  of  business;  all,  all 
are  in  favor  of  permitting  any  man  whatever  on  this 
side,  or  the  other  side  of  the  water,  to  bring  his 
capital  here  and  employ  it  in  banking  or  any  other 
lawful  pursuit.  If  there  is  no  method  by  which  the 
bank  can  bring  their  capital  here  in  open  day,  we 
trust  it  will  be  brought  here  and  employed  through 
indirect  channels. 

The  number  of  letters  brought  by  the  Great  Wes 


VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

From  the  N.  Y.  .flmerican. 

The  Great  Western  is  back  again,  improving  up- 
on the  speed  of  her  former  voyages.  She  left  Bris- 
tol at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  July, 
and  took  a  pilot  off  the  Hook  on  Saturday  night, 
4th  August,  at  10,  and  actually  reached  the  qua- 
rantine yesterday  morning  by  9  o'clock,  making 
her  passage  in  14  and  a  half  days.  Her  passage 
out  was  made  in  less  than  13  days. 

She  brings  130  passengers,  a  good  deal  of  freight, 
and  many  letters.  One  of  her  passengers  left  this 
city  only  39  days  ago,  and  passed  twelve  days  of 
the  time  in  England 


Monday  night,  about  10  minutes  before  12  o'clock, 
he  was  passing  through  the  picture  gallery  and 
found  the  defendant,  who  was  attired  in  the  mean- 
est manner,  seated  upon  a  chair,  within  seven  yards 
of  the  royal  bed  room.  It  appeared  that  her  majes- 
ty had  only  retired  to  rest  about  10  minutes  previ- 
ously, and  that  the  defendant  had  obtained  entrance 
by  mixing  with  the  servants  of  the  foreign  ambas- 
sadors, who  had  been  invited  to  an  entertainment 
after  the  review  in  Hyde  park.  Police  sergeant 
Cook,  of  the  B.  division,  stated,  that  the  man,  who 
styled  himself  captain  Flower,  of  the  13th  Light 
Dragoons,  was  most  obstreperous  upon  being  taken 
into  custody.     It  required  the  aid  of  two  policemen 


Again  and  again  we  express  our  rejoicing  at  the    and  two  of  the  rifle  brigade  to  convey  him  to  the 


success  of  this  noble  enterpise,  which  now,  after 
five  such  trips  by  the  Great  Western,  should  no 
longer  be  treated  as  an  experiment. 

Of  poUtical  or  other  news,  there  is  really  not 
much  of  interest. 

The  crops  were  moderately  promising  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  weather  generally  fine. 

The  Great  Western  steam  ship  company  have 
taken  steps  to  increase  its  capital  from  2-50,000/. 
to  1,000,000/.  They  have  contracted  for  the  im- 
mediate building  of  three  large  and  splendid  steam- 
ships, to  run  between  Cork  and  New  York,  in  con- 
junction with  the  British  Queen;  they  are  to  be 
christened  President,  Great  Britain,  and  United 
States.  The  keel  of  the  President  has  been  al- 
ready laid;  she  is  to  measure  2,028  tons. 

The  parliamentary  news  is  of  a  very  unimpor- 
tant character.  The  Irish  municipal  reform  bill, 
notwithstanding  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  the 
leader  of  the  conservative  party  with  the  ministers, 
has  been  nullified  by  the  cutting  out  of  the  most 
important  provision.  On  the  12lli  of  July,  on  the 
several  clauses  being  discussed  in  committee,  lord 
l,indhurst  moved  that  the  qualification  to  vote,  be 
raised  from  5/.  to  10/.,  when  the  radicals  were  left 
in  a  fearful  minority.  The  Irish  poor  law  bill  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  62. 

Another  discussion  had  taken  place  respecting 
the  power  of  lord  Durham  to  dissolve  the  old  ex- 
ecutive council  in  Canada.  The  motion  ended 
like  all  its  predecessors,  in  the  ministers  declaring 
that  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  governor  general 
to  develope  the  fruits  of  his  jiolicy,  which,  if  it 
ripened  into  a  general  pacification  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces, the  nation  would  have  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with,  notwithstanding  the  appointments  he  had 
made  since  the  reins  of  government  had  been  en- 
trusted to  his  hands.  The  conservatives  are  terri- 
bly bitter  at  lord  Durham,  and  one  of  their  leaders 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  under  the 
new  administration,  Canada  would  have  the  singu- 
lar fortune  of  possessing,  among  its  principal  offi- 
cers of  government,  the  only  two  men  ever  divorc- 
ed by  parliament  on  the  complaint  of  their  wives. 

The   bill   for  the   abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  from  the  lords,  has   been  twice  read  in  tiie 
commons.     Great  Britain  will  have  the  honor  ol 
going  ahead  of  the  federal  government  of  tiie  U 
ted  States  in  this  great  step  of  civilization. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  on  the  international 
copy-right  bill,  it  was  proposed  to  put  in  a  proviso 
in  favor  of  anonymous  authors,  whose  works  are 
not  protected  by  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

It  was  generally  stated  about  the  house  that  the 
present  session  will  not  conclude  until  the  20th 
August.  If  so,  the  two  houses  will  have  continu- 
ed sitting  for  nearly  nine  months. 

Since  the  year  1814,  so  many  visiters  had  not 
been  known  to  have  sojourned  in  the  metropolis, 
I  as  during  the  fortnight  of  the  coronation. 

Grand  reviews  of  the  Household  troops  had  ta- 
I  ken  place  in  Hyde  Park  and  Woolwich  Common. 
At  the  former  place  it  was  computed  that  more 


tern,  is  astonishingly  great;  all  our  merchants  have    t;,^,,    [go  „(,„   spectators    were   present.     The 
their  correspondence  Irom  all  parts  of  the  continent  •-  -....'       .         „....'._.. 

as  well  as  England,  to  a  very  late  period.  They 
generally  speaK  of  the  great  abundance  of  unem- 
ployed capital  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  but 
particularly  in  London.  Although  there  is  no 
change  of  any  importance  in  American  funds,  yet 
there  is  a  growing  desire  to  invest,  and  securities 
from  this  side,  from  the  fact  that  they  can  give  a 
greater  interest,  meet  with  great  favour.  United 
States  Bank  stock  is  the  great  favorite.  That  in- 
stitution has  80  long  paid  their  dividends  of  7  and  8 
percent,  per  annum,  that  it  has  become  as  regular 
for  an  English  capitalist  to  get  his  dividend,  on  this 
stock,  as  on  that  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  is 
Vcns,  and  probably  this  alone,  that  has  caused  it  to 
be  as  great  a  favorite  as  it  is  in  the  London  market. 
The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazetteof  Tuesday  says. 
We  learn  by  letter  from  London,  that  it  is  proposed 
to  form  a  stock  company  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  line  of  Steam  Packets  to  ply  between  Lon- 
and  Philadelphia.  Shall  we  have  no  share  in  the 
matter? 


spection,  with  the  sham  fight  that  followed,  occu- 
pied four  hours.  Marshal  Soult  was  the  chief 
lion  after  the  queen  and  her  staff  of  Amazonian 
aids  de  camp.  Several  accidents  happened  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  A  tree  overloaded  with  sight- 
seers broke  down  and  precipitated  fourteen  persons 
to  the  ground.  A  surgeon  bled  the  sufferers  on  the 
ground,  and  they  were  sent  home  in  coaches.  One 
man  fell  from  the  roof  of  a  house  70  feet  high  and 
was  killed.  A  private  of  the  lancers  was  unhorsed 
during  a  charge,  and  rode  over  by  the  squadron  in 
the  rear.     It  was  expected  he  would  recover. 

An  unfortunate  man  named  Thomas  Flower, 
who  has  been  charged  upon  two  se\'eral  occasions 
at  the  Queen  Square  police  olRce  with  having  been 
found  in  the  precincts  of  Buckingham  palace,  in 
order  to  demand  the  hand  of  her  majesty  in  mar- 
riage, was  brought  before  Messrs.  Gregorie  and 
White,  charged  at  the  instance  of  the  hon.  Charles 
Murray,  with  having  attempted  to  intrude  himself 
into  the  apartments  of  the  queen  at  the  palace.  Mr. 
Randall,  one  of  the  queen's  pages,  deposed,  that  on 


station  house,  and  even  then  it  was  necessary  to 
strap  his  legs  and  arms.  He  said  that  his  inten- 
tions towards  the  queen  were  highly  honorable. 
Defendant. — And  so  they  are. — It  was  entirely  by 
mistake  that  I  wandered  into  the  picture  gallery, 
nor  did  I  know  that  her  majesty's  bed  room  was  so 
closely  adjacent-  I  came  to  speak  to  lady  Mary 
Stopford.  Mr.  Randall  stated  that  the  nian  had 
tried  several  gates  of  the  palace  before  he  managed 
to  gain  access  to  the  picture  gallery.  Had  he  en- 
tered ten  minutes  sooner,  the  queen  would  have 
been  passing  to  her  bed  room.  Defendant,  who  is 
evideiitly  a  lunatic,  was  ordered  to  find  sureties  to 
keep  the  peace  for  the  future;  in  default,  h«  was 
sent  to  the  Tothill-fields  house  of  correction.  The 
man  is  of  a  respectable  family,  and  has  for  many 
years  been  connected  in  the  jewelry  line  with  one 
of  the  first  firms  in  London.  [London  Paper. 

The  mayor  and  corporation  of  London  had  given 
a  grand  entertainment  to  the  foreign  ambassadors 
and  other  strangers.  All  the  great  political  men, 
without  distinction  of  party,  were  present.  Among 
the  foreigners  we  notice  the  name  of  Mr.  John 
Van  Buren. 

It  is  stated  in  the  London  Globe  of  the  20th  ult. 
that  Mr.  Rush,  of  the  United  States,  had  sailed, 
two  days  previously,  for  home,  in  the  Mediator, 
having'succeeded  in  the  objects  of  his  mission. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Throop,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Naples,  captain  Perry,  U.  S.  na- 
vy, and  Mr.  McCauley  have  been  presented  to  the 
queen.  The  levee  was  attended  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Rush,  secretary,  R.  Vaux,  private  secretary,  and 
H.  B.  Livingston,  altachee  of  the  American  lega- 
tion. 

Madame  Vestris  had  an  immense  parting  benefit 
at  Covent  Garden,  preliminary  to  her  starting  for 
New  York.  The  receipts  are  estimated  at  £600 
or  700. 

The  British  Queen.  This  stupendous  steam  ship, 
commanded  by  captain  Roberts,  formerly  of  the 
Sirius,  arrived  at  Port  Glasgow,  and  has  gone  into 
dock,  where  she  is  to  receive  her  machinery.  The 
Queen  was  towed  to  Plymouth,  from  Gravesend, 
by  the  Vulture  steamer.  Betwixt  these  places  she 
had  foul  winds.  At  Plymouth  the  Vulture  left, 
and  the  Queen  then  came  round  by  the  Land's 
End  herself  in  fine  style,  carrying  all  sail,  and  beat- 
ing every  vessel  in  her  way,  especially  a  French 
brig,  which  attempted  to  compete  wilh  her  for 
some  time.  Having  arrived  at  the  tail  of  the  bank 
early  on  Saturday  morning,  she  was  towed  into 
the  wet  dock  at  eleven  by  the  Sampson  steamer, 
the  top  of  whose  funnel,  it  was  observed,  just 
reached  the  top  of  the  Queen's  paddle  box.  It  is 
thought  she  will  not  be  ready  to  sail  as  early  as 
announced,  and  that  the  Tiger  will  take  her  place. 

The  steam  ship  Sirius,  lieutenant  Moule,  hence, 
arrived  off  Plymouth  on  the  ICth  July,  making  the 
passage  in  16  days. 

The  city  of  Cairo  has  been  visited  by  a  serious 
conflagration. 

London,  July  20,  12  o'clock. 

Market.  The  public  securities  were  rather  less 
favorably  quoted  at  the  commencement  of  business 
this  morning,  but  they  have  since  partially  recover- 
ed. Consols  are  now  94  1-4,  buyers  for  money, 
and  for  account.  Exchequer  bills  are  SOs  to  82s. 
premium;  and  bank  stock  206  to  207. 

Two  o'clock. 

No  alteration  in  the  quotations  for  stock  has  oc- 
curred   in  either  market  since    our   first    report. 
Scrip  of  the  Belgian  new  loan  is  at  2  1-2  premium. 
Four  o'clock. 

Consols  for  the  account  closed  at  94  3-8. 

FRANCE. 

From  the  London  Courier. 

Paris,  July  IS. 
It  appears  that  another  misunderstanding  has 
arisen  between  France  and  Switzerland.  The 
Frencli  government  demand  the  expulsion  of  Louis 
Bonaparte,  whose  intrigues  give  serious  annoyance 
to  Louis  Philippe,  andinenace  Switzerland  in  case 
of  a  refusal.  The  latter  power  pleads  its  inability 
to  accede  to  the  demand,  Louis  Bonaparte  being 
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a  citizen  of  Halvetia,  and  enjoying  a  great  share  of 
popularity  in  the  Canton  of  Thurgovia,  in  whicli  he 
resides.  The  .illgemeine  Zeitting  seems  to  think 
that  tile  federal  government  will  not  yield  to  this 
subject. 

Not  content  with  the  conviction  and  jiunishmciit 
of  the  editor  of  Le  Temps  for  publishing  a  report 
of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  peers  in  deliberation  on 
the  case  of  M.  Laity,  the  government  have  directed 
that  three  opposition  provincial  papors,  I,;>  Teuille 
de  Cambrai,  Le  Progros,  of  Arras,  ami  the  Liberal, 
of  Douai,  be  prosecuted  for  copying  into  their  jour- 
nals respectively  the  incriminated  article. 

The  Steele  of  Paris  says  that  one  of  the  objects  of 
marshal  Soull's  mission  to  England,  was  to  obtain 
permission  to  remove  the  remains  of  Najioleon  to 
France;  and  in  this  it  is  said  he  has  succeeded,  with 
the  aid  of  the  duke  of  Wellington.  II  is  stated  far- 
ther, that  the  prince  de  Joinville  is  to  proceed  to 
St.  Helena,  in  command  of  a  frigate,  having  on 
board  a  soldier  from  cvciy  regiment  in  France,  and 
that  the  remains  of  the  emperor  are  to  be  deposited 
under  the  column  in  the  place  Yendome,  with  so- 
lemn religious  ceremonies,  at  which  the  duke  of 
Wellington  will  be  invited  to  be  present. 

Paris  has  been  visited  with  another  calamity.  The 
theatre  of  the  Vaudeville  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire.  This  is  the  third  theatre  that  has  been  burnt 
in  Paris  within  the  last  twelvemonth.  Fortun.ate- 
ly  there  has  been  no  loss  of  life  on  this  occasion, 
although  the  decorations  have  all  perished  in  the 
flames. 

The  Vaudeville  is  situated  in  one  of  those  narrow 
streets  that  connect  the  Place  du  Palais  Royal  with 
that  of  the  Tuileries;  as  a  building  it  was  not  in  any 
way  remarkable,  indeed  it  was  much  inferior  in  ex- 
ternal appearance  to  most  of  the  other  theatres  of 
Paris.  The  minister  of  the  interior,  we  are  told, 
had  ordered  some  time  ago  that  no  more  represen- 
tations should  be  given  in  the  Vaudeville,  but  recall- 
ed his  orilinance  lu  consequence  of  the  numerous 
reclamations  to  which  it  gave  rise.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  yesterday  morning,  at  3  o'clock,  sinoke  was 
seen  to  issue  from  the  roof,  and  shortly  alter,  the 
flames  burst  lorth  with  a  degree  of  violence  which 
alarmed  the  whole  quarter.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
neighboring  hotels  at  first  thought  of  migrating  with 
their  clfects,  but  abandoned  this  idea  "when  they 
saw  the  precautions  which  were  taken  in  order  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames.  The  French  jour- 
nals are  unanimous  in  praising^the  municipal  autho- 
rities for  the  zeal  they  displayed;  and  it  is  only  in 
justice  to  say  that  they  braved  every  danger  in  order 
to  accomplish  their  duly.  Theprefect  of  thfe  police 
set  the  example;  f  saw  him  in  the  morning  issue 
Ibrth  from  the  ruins  of  the  theatre  covered  with 
ashes  from  head  to  loot.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was 
also  present,  and  remained  on  the  spot  till  the 
flames  were  mastered. 

The  adjacent  houses  suffered  a  little.  Yesterday 
evening,  at  six  o'clock,  several  of  them  were  still 
on  fire,  but  the  damage,  as  I  stated  above,  is  not 
very  serious.  Many  regret  that  the  whole  quarter 
was  not  destroyed,  a;  it  is  one  of  the  filthiest,  al- 
though a  central  one,  in  the  French  capital. 

nELGIUM. 

Brussels,  July  18. 

The  king  will  return  from  Paris  on  Sunday  or 
Monday  next.  His  majesty  is  expected  in  the  camp 
at  Beverloo  on  the  24th.  It  is  said  that  there  will 
be  several  nominations  to  the  order  of  Leopold  in 
difl'orent  rejiments. 

The  provincial  council  of  Antwerp,  in  the  sitting 
of  the  16th,  had  to  consider  several  important  pro- 
posals. The  last,  and,  in  the  present  state  of  aflairs, 
the  most  serious,  was  that  for  an  address  to  the  kin" 
relative  to  the  integrity  of  the  territory.  It  was 
made  by  M.  Lauwen  de  Browers,  supported  by 
Messrs.  Fremie  and  Schoppers,  and  irameiliately 
discussed  and  adopted.  The  second  related  to  the 
payment,  which  is  still  delayed,  of  the  indem- 
nity due  for  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  revolution 
of  1S30.  It  was  brought  forward  by  M.  Moreliers, 
and  taken  into  consideration. 

Letters  from  Prussia  make  us  easy  respecting  the 
pretended  levies  of  troops  for  the  purpose  of  enforc- 
ing the  twenty-four  articles.  It  is  only  the  annual 
calling  out  of  the  landwehr  for  two  months'  exer- 
cise, and  al.^o  to  complete  some  garrisons  which 
were  too  weak  to  perform  the  regular  duty. 

London,  Friday,  July  20. 

It  appears  that  the  general  impression  in  Paris  on 
the  Hollando-Belgio  question,  was,  that  great  dan- 

fer  would  attend  the  attempt  to  coerce  Belgium, 
'he  Prussians  seem  prepared  for  all  events;  But  it 
is  now  stated,  that  instead  of  being  united  to  the 
troops  of  the  Germanic  confederation,  and  instead 
of  entering  with  them  into  Belgium,  the  Prussian 
contingent  will  become  a  corps  of  observation  on 
the  frontier.     The  Suabian  Mercury,  in  an  article 


dated  Lower  Rhine,  July  !),  states  that  "since  the 
reserve  of  the  corps  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  which 
is  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  frontiers  of  Belgium, 
has  been  called  out,  much  exertion  is  used  in  re-vic- 
tualling the  Prussian  fortresses  on  the  borders  of  the 
Rhine." 

There  was  such  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  the  20lh 
June,  at  the  Font  de  Cere,  in  the  Cantal,  that  the 
agents  of  the  Ponte-et-Chausscs,  who  were  employ- 
ed in  making  a  survey,  were  obliged  to  suspend 
their  labors.  ^  [Brussels  paper. 

Sl'.\I\. 

Madrid,  July  11. 

The  Aynntamieuto  of  Madrid  has  drawn  un  a 
memorial  to  the  queen,  praying  her  majesty  to  dis- 
miss her  jiresent  councillors.  The  ministers  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  prevent  a  manifestation  of 
public  opinion,  which  will  be  imitated  by  the  muni- 
cipalities of  all  the  great  cities  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  reported  that  a  column  of  the  army  of  reserve 
has  surprised  and  defeated  Pallillos,  at  Villacanas, 
and  taken  inO  of  his  cavalry  prisoners;  but  no  of- 
ficial account  of  the  affair  has  yet  reached  the 
capital. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  publishes  a  letter  from 
Cuenca,  of  the  Clh,  announcing  that  the  Cure  Me- 
rino was  at  Jesa,  with  2,500  men,  marching  upon 
Santa  Cruz  de  ]\Io/.a,  where  he  proposes  efi'ecting  a 
junction  with  the  insurgents  of  Chelva. 

The  i\Iadiid  Gazette  of  the  llh,  contains  a  des- 
patch from  general  Fspartero,  giving  an  account  of 
a  successful  ali'air  he  had  had  on  the  25th  of  June  at 
Ramalcs,  with  a  body  of  Carlists,  whom  he  jiut  to 
flight,  aftercausing  them  a  loss  of  120  men;  hisown 
loss  amounted  to  45  wounded. 

Narvaez  has  been  nominated  captain  general  of 
La  Mancha  and  Toledo.  He  has  had  an  advantage 
over  the  Carlists  and  taken  many  prisoners.  Expec- 
tation is  chiefly  directed  towards  Aragon  and  Va- 
lencia, where  generals  Oraa  and  San  Miguel  are 
menacing  the  stronghold  of  Cabrera.  According  to 
Saragossa  journals  of  the  10th.  Padinas  with  his  four 
battalions  entered  Daroca  on  the  7lh. 

A  letter  of  the  Sth  instant  from  Logrono,  |)ublish- 
ed  in  the  Constitutionnel,  states  that  the  Christino 
forces  which  are  to  besiege  Eslella  will  be  com- 
manded by  general  Van  Halen,  who  has  made  seve- 
ral reconnoisances  in  the  valley  of  Solana.  The 
besieging  army  will  consist  of  40  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, and  20  squadrons  of  cavalry.  The  Carlists 
general,  Maroto,  had  arrived  at  Estella  with  6,000 
men,  and  the  total  force  under  his  command  is  said 
to  be  15  or  17,000  strong.  A  sanguinary  and  deci- 
sive affair  was  therefore  expected. 

From  the  French  frunlier.  According  to  letters 
from  Bayonne,  to  the  14th  instant,  Munagorri  had 
received  permission  from  the  French  government 
to  exercise  his  men  on  tlie  French  territory  for  a 
few  days,  and  is  then  immediately  to  cross  the  fron- 
tier with  tliem.  Besides  the  necessary  muskets,  he 
is  to  receive  three  howitzers;  and  Jauregui,  with 
three  English  officers,  are  to  be  added  to  the  expe- 
dition, Jauregui  commanding  it. 

The  noted  Carlist  chief,  Osma,  who  recently 
blockaded  Pampeluna,  was  killed  on  the  10th  inst. 
with  six  of  his  men,  in  an  attempt  to  intercept  a 
Christino  courier  at  Cizur,  as  we  learn  from  a 
Spanish  correspondent  of  the  il/essfnge r. 
roL.\ND. 

"Polish  frontier,  July  5. 

"The  longer  stay  of  the  emperor  at  Warsaw,  his 
easiness  of  access,  and  the  gracious  reception  giv- 
en to  all  those  who  approach  him,  are  generally 
considered  as  tokens  of  good  for  the  kingdom  nf 
Poland.  It  is  indeed  probable  that  not  all  their 
wishes  will  be  so  quickly  fulfilled,  which  many 
sanguine  persons  perhaps  entertained;  but  it  is  a 
great  gain  that  the  sovereio:n  seems  to  have  more 
confidence  in  his  Polish  subjects  than  after  the  un- 
happy catastrophe  of  1830.  This  is  said  to  be 
chiefly  owing  to  the  favorable  reports  sent  to  the 
emperor  bv  the  governor  general  of  the  kingdom. 
For  the  west  of  Europe,  indeed,  Poland  is  still  a 
land  of  fable;  and  from  the  Paris  journalists  in  par- 
ticular, a  real  mine,  which  they  work  to  furnish 
their  readers  with  piquant  anecdotes.  The  empe- 
ror's visit  to  Warsaw  will  doubtless  be  turned  to 
account  by  them  for  the  same  purpose." 

KtJSSI.A.   AND  THE  CIRC.\S3I.\N5. 

On  the  20th  of  May  a  Russian  squadron  appear- 
ed on  the  coast  off  Mamahee,  in  Circassia,  where 
the  troops  on  board  vainly  attempted  to  effect  a 
landing.  On  the  23d,  however,  they  were  more 
successful  at  Sotshah,  and  had  time  to  throw  up 
some  fortifications  before  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments to  the  small  native  corps  left  to  defend  the 
coast.  On  the  31st  of  May  a  squadron  of  99  sail 
cast  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Thoapsah,  and  the  adjoin- 
ing country  being  level  and  offering   no   defensible 


positions,  the  natives  were  unable  to  prevent  the 
disembarkation  of  a  division  of  about  10.000  men. 
The  Russian  general  immediately  afterwards  ad- 
dressed a  proclanialion  to  the  inhabitants,  ollering 
them  terms,  wliich  they  indignantly  rejected. 

rVllKF.Y  .\.ND    EGYPT. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  11th  inst.  states, 
that  the  British  ambassador  in  Vienna,  had  sent  oft' 
a  courier  to  London  on  the  5tli,  with  important  dc- 
fjjalches  relative  to  the  diU'crenco  between  the 
I'orte  and  Mehemet  Ali.  It  was  believed  in  Vienna 
that  the  cabinets  of  England,  France,  and  Austria, 
had  declared  in  favor  ol  the  Sultan,  and  v.ere  de- 
termined on  adopting  coercive  measures  against 
the  pasha  of  Egypt  should  he  persist  in  his  rebel- 
lious intentions. 

Another  account  s.ays,  it  seems  to  be  well  settled 
that  the  pacha  of  Egyyt  has  been  compelled  by  the 
European  consuls  to  abandon  his  di^sign  of  declar- 
ing himself  indepc  mlent  of  the  sultan.  A  letter 
from  Constantinople,  dated  June  27,  states  that 
mestof  the  Egyptian  men  of  war  have  ictuined  to 
their  stations,  and  that  Mehemet  Ali  has  given  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  he  will  do  nothing  to 
displease  the  sultan.  He  has  paid  one  million  of 
piasters  on  account  of  the  arrears  of  tribute. 

"Constantinople,  June  27. 

"More  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received 
from  Alexandria,  and  every  thingassumes  a  pacific 
appearance.  Most  of  the  Egyptian  men-of-war 
have  returned  to  their  stations,  which  may  proba- 
bly be  ascribed  to  the  declarations  of  the  foreign 
consuls,  and  the  approaching  arrival  of  an  English 
and  French  squadron,  with  which  Mehemet  Ali 
was  threatened,  if  he  did  not  remain  quiet  and  re- 
spect the  authority  of  the  Porte. 

"He  has  given  the  most  positive  assurance  that 
he  would  do  nothing  to  displease  the  sullan.  One 
million  of  piastres  of  Mehemet  All's  arrears  of 
tribute  has  been  paid.  This  money  comes  very 
seasonably;  the  garrison  here  had  received  no  pay 
for  a  fortnight.  The  Sultan's  treasury  is  quite  ex- 
hausted, and  it  seems  unaccountable,  that,  notwith- 
standing this  pecuniary  distress,  so  much  expense 
should  be  incurred  for  embassies  to  foreign  courts. 

tJreatfire  at  Grand  Cairo.  The  Garde  National 
of  JMarseilles,  publishes  a  letterfrom  Alexandria  of 
the  27th  ult.,  containing  an  account  ol  a  great  fire 
at  Cairo: 

"The  fire  broke  out  on  the  evening  of  the  21st 
ult.,  at  the  Catholic  chapel,  and  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  neighboring  houses.  But  slight 
assistance  was  obtained  from  the  governor,  Kab- 
bib  Elfendi,  and  it  is  even  said  that  the  men  sent 
by  him  to  extinguish  the  flames,  aided  rather  in 
promoting  than  in  subduing  the  conflagration  lo 
enable  them  to  commit  acts  of  plunder  with  greater 
facility.  The  fire  soon  spread  and  destroyed  two 
entire  streets,  one  of  which  formed  part  of  the 
Frank  quarter.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  it  was 
considered  nearly  at  an  end,  v\'hen  it  suddenly  broke 
out  on  two  new  points.  The  Frank  quarter  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhood  soon  presented  one  vast 
blaze,  and  the  confusion  created  by  the  anxiety  of 
the  inhabitants  to  save  themselves  and  remove  their 
property  was  indescribable.  Several  important 
manufactories  were  destroyed.  Kabbib  Effendi,  on 
perceiving  the  serious  nature  of  the  conflagration, 
at  last  assembled  the  troops,  and  proceeded  in  per- 
son to  the  scene  of  the  disaster.  A  number  of 
houses  were  immediately  sacrificed,  in  order  to 
concentrate  the  fire  on  one  point;  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  24th  hopes  were  entertained  that  the 
measure  would  be  attended  with  the  desired  result. 
The  calamity  had  given  rise  to  the  mostlainenlible 
excesses  on  the  part,  not  only  of  the  Arabs,  but  of 
the  soldiers,  who  weie  sent  to  give  assistance  and 
preserve  order.  Hussein  Bey  had  been  invested 
with  discretionary  powers  by  Meliemet  Ali,  and 
despatched  to  Cairo,  where  it  was  hoped  that  his 
presence  would  operate  as  a  check  to  further  abu- 
ses. The  panic  created  among  the  European  in- 
habitants by  the  audacity  of  the  populace  and  the 
neglect  of  the  authorities,  would  seem  fully  justi- 
fied by  the  extraordinary  facts  which  were  stated. 

Amongst  the  number,  it  may  be  mentioncl  that 
M.  Tidel,  the  French  consul  at  Cairo,  had  demand- 
ed and  obtained  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men,  and 
that  while  he  was  occupied  in  removing  the  ar- 
chives of  his  office  to  a  place  of  safety  at  Bou- 
lac,  his  guards  commenced  plundering  his  house,  in 
which  occupation  he  found  them  busily  employed 
on  his  return.  Although  no  further  danger  was  ap- 
prehended, M.  Coehelet,  the  French  consul  gen- 
eral, had  applied  for  some  ships  of  war.  A  cor- 
respondent of  the  Semaphore,  writing  from  Cairo, 
under  date  of  the  25th  ult.  states  that  the  fire  had 
entirely  ceased  at  ten  o'clock  on  that  morning. 

Another  letter  from  Alexandria,  of  the  same  date 
has  the  following; 


372 


NILES' NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  11,  1838— FUNERAL  OF  COM.  RODGERS. 


"The  viceroy  was  astounded  at  the  news  of  this 
event;  he  could  not  believe  the  accident  had  been 
so  latal  to  him;  and  he  suspects,  perhaps  with  rea- 
son, the  wiclcedness  of  liis  enemies.  These  modes 
ol'  vengeance  are  quite  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
toms of  Turliey;  but  still,  fires  were  not  a  means 
employed  by  the  mob  of  Constantinople;  and  one 
cannot  believe  that  the  government  would  resort  to 
such  means.  Beit  as  it  may,  the  cruel  event  which 
has  thus  struck-  at  ilie  luKiineof  the  viceroy  can- 
not fail  to  exercise  a  considerable  influence  on  his 
political  views,  and  cause  him  to  adjourn  his  plans 
of  independence." 

Notwithslandins;  this  deplorable  event,  it  does 
not  appear  frouj  the  letters  from  Egypt  that  any 
serious  decline  of  trade  was  anticipated.  IMost  of 
the  Avarehoused  goods  at  Cairn  were  saved,  chiefly 
by  the  vigilance  and  energy  of  tlie  English  and 
Frencli  mtrchants. 

Another  Mter  from  Alexandria,  dated  the  27th, 
announces  that  Ilie  fire  wliioh  iiiis  burst  out  at  Cairo 
has  almost  destroved  the  whole  of  the  Frank  quar- 
ter. More  than  COO  houses  have  fallen  a  prey  to 
the  flames. 

A  large  I'.;''p1ian  ship  of  war  had  been  destroy- 
ed at  Alex;iiidna. 

A  letter  from  St.  Petersburg,  dated  June  23,  says, 
"We  learn  from  Pekin,  where  a  mission  from  the 
Greelc  church  at  Sussia  has  existed  from  the  time 
of  Peter  the  Great,  that  upwards  of  300,000  Chi- 
nese have  embraced  Christianity,  and  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  all  persecution  of 
Christians  was  on  the  point  of  ceasing.  The  em- 
peror himself  is  said  to  have  studied  Christianity, 
and  to  hold  it  in  respect;  while  at  his  accession  "to 
the  tlirone.  Christian  blood  was  frequently  made  to 
tiow.  The  rigorous  laws  against  Christians  now 
exist  only  on  paper,  and  their  execution  is  intrus- 
ted to  such  mandarins  alone  as  are  favorable  to  the 
Christians. 

The  law  of  1336,  although  in  terras  applying  to 
all  Christians,  was  directed  solely  against  the  En- 
glish, of  which  political  influence  the  emperor  be- 
gan to  be  afraid.  Tnere  are  in  China  several  vica- 
riats,  whose  chiefs  are  to  be  found  at  Pekin,  Nan- 
kin, and  Macao.  [French  paper. 

VOYAGE  OF    THE  ROYAL  WILLIAM. 

Ro'jal   IVilliain  sleani  s/np^ 
New  York  harbour,  2ith  July,  1838. 
To  THE   editors: 

As  the  American  public  look  so  much  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  '  Sirius"  and  "Great  Western, 
showing  by  the  kind  reception  they  gave  to  the  com- 
manders of  these  vessels  how  sit.cerely  the  people 
of  the  United  States  were  gratiiied  at  the  solution 
of  the  great  problem  of  crossin;;  the  Atlantic  by 
ships  propelled  by  machinery,  I  am  confident  I  shall 
add  still  more  to  the  iiublic  gr  ilification,  and  more 
particularly  to  that  ut  the  scientific  portion  of  the 
population,  by  giving  a  concise  .statement  of  tlie  re- 
sult of  the  "Roval  William's"  vovage  from  Liver- 
pool. The  ship  left  tlie  r'vcr  Mersey  at  6!i.  30m. 
P.  M.  of  tlie  -5lh  J'dv.and  arrived  at  her  anchorage 
here  at  5h.  S5ia.  P.  M.  of  the  24th  of  July,  being 
18  days,  23  hours  on  the  passage;  but  if  I  deduct 
three  hours  and  a  half,  during  which  time  her  ma- 
chinery was  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  attaching 
new  packings,  S/.c.  wiien  9  days  from  Liverpool", 
the  tolal  lime  occupied  in  steciining  was  eighteen 
days  nineteen  hours  and  a  half,  and'that  without  any 
inlenninsion  whatfvcr  ia  ivorking  the  machinery. 
From  pilot  to  pilot  she  was  IS  days  19  hours.  The 
"Royal  William"  is  276  horse  power,  on  the  con- 
densing principle;  she  has  three  separate  circular 
boilers,  worked  at  a  pressure  under  81b  the  inch; 
and  the  steam  is  economised  by  expansive  valve.s. 
During  the  entire  voyatje  across  the  Atlantic,  the 
average  expansion  was  19  inches  of  a  66  inch  stroke, 
and  her  total  consumption  of  fuel  was  3.51  tons  2 
■  crtd  2  qrs  from  anchorage  to  anchorage,  leavin""  a 
sufRcient  quantity  on  board  for  6110  miles  additional 
steaming,  having  .still  in  her  hold  59  tons  7  cwt.  She 
has  worked  the  whole  distance  at  an  average  of  2 
cvvt  11  lb.  per  mile,  or  going  more  into  scientific 
detail  6  lb.  4  oz.  per  horse  power  per  hour,  a  result, 
I  believe,  unprecedented  at  least  in  Europe. 

Leaving  England  in  the  middle  of  summer,  if  may 
be  said  that  l)fr  voyage  has  been  long,  and  that  her 
predecessors  did  more  than  she  J^as  done.  To  pre- 
vent such  an  erroneous  opinion  going  forlh  to  the 
world,  I  give  below  a  detailed  statement  of  the  dif 
ferent  winds  she  has  encountered  on  the  pasiage; 
winds  as  adverse  as  any  winter  season  generally 
produces,  and  as  a  proof  that  the  Atlantic' has  been 
visiied  with  westerly  gale.s,  I  beg  to  state  that  in 
latitude  42  and  longitude  61,  we  overtook  the  "Sir 
James  Kemp,"  ouf  68  days  from  Dundee,  and  in 
latitude  40  29,  and  longitude  63  18,  we  passed  the 
"Hibernia,"  whic'i  ••'.(';  I  left  Liverpool  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1?  dnv.H  hrL.e  the  "Koyal  William."     The 


unflernamed  packets  have  not  yet  reached  New 
York,  and  as  their  usual  jiassages  are  much  shorter 
than  that  they  are  now  on,  nothing  can  show  more 
clearly  the  adverse  weather  in  the  Atlantic  for  ves- 
sels coming  to  the  westward. 

North  America,  left  16  June 
Roscoe,  "    24     " 

William  C.  Nye,  "    26     " 
Louisville,  "    26     " 

Total  time  of  the  Royal  William  between  Liver- 
pool and  New  York  IS  days  and  23  hours. 

Days.  Hours. 
Winds  blew  from  N.  W.  to  S.  W.    11         11 
N.  W.  to  North      2       "17 
S.  W.  to  South       2  0 

Easterly  1         17 

Calm  1  '        2 


18 


23 


Now  as  the  course  from  Cape  Clear  to  New  Yorl. 
is  about  W.  by  N.  it  is  evident  the  "Royal  William' 
had  to  contend  against  eleven   and   a  half  days  of 
opposing  winds,  that  is  to  say,  those  blowing  between 
S.  W.  and  N.  W.;  and  as  it  frequently   blew  gales, 
I  trust  some  credit  will  be  given  to   a  vessel  which 
has  opposed  them  so  successfully.     For  the  eleven 
days  she  had  no  opportunity  of  setting  her  fore  sail 
or  fore  top  sail.     As  a  proof  of  her  capabilities  for 
speed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  the  result  of  the 
last  seven  days  she  was  at  sea,  during  part  of  which 
time  she  had  56  hours  of  head  winds — ■ 
Noon  ending  the  18th  July,— 206  miles, 
19th     "■       240     " 
20th     "         182     " 
21st      "  179     " 

22d  "  230  " 
23d  "  238  " 
24fh     "         2.39     " 

Total  in  seven  days,  1,514  miles. 

The  above  are  by  observations — by  dead  reckon- 
ing she  ran  257  miles  on  the  19th  July,  257  miles 
on  the  23d. 

The  "Royal  William"  is  fitted  up  with  water  tight 
bulklieads,  which  by  dividing  the  hull  into  five  com- 
partments renders  it  perfectly  safe  under  almost  any 
circumstances;  certainly  from  collision  or  fire:  this 
plan  of  dividing  the  vessel  into  sections,  was  origi- 
nally adopted  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Williams  of  Liverpool, 
to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  so  great  a  means 
of  preservation  to  human  life,  and  which  has  gain- 
ed him  in  England  the  applause  of  the  public  at 
large.  The  "Royal  William"  belongs  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  Comjiany  established  in  1824  to  run  steam- 
ers between  Liverpool,  Dublin,  and  Belfast.  They 
have  a  fleet  of  17  vessels  employed  in  the  Irish 
channel  which  make  annually  above  1,000  voyages, 
and  from  the  peculiar  care  used  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  Irom  almost  daily  inspection,  not  an  acci- 
dent has  occurred  to  endanger  life  during  a  period 
of  14  years. 

The  experience  acquired  by  the  managing  direc- 
tors has  led  parlies  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  solicit 
their  assistance  in  the  formation  of  a  company  to 
run  steamers  of  a  large  class  between  Liverpool 
and  New  York;  and  in  consequence  of  that  assis- 
tance being  affbrued,  progress  has  been  made.  Sub- 
scribers have  come  forward,  and  two  vessels  of  1,250 
tons  and  420  horse  power  each  are  now  in  course  of 
construction,  to  be  followed  by  others  as  numerous 
as  the  wants  of  the  station  will  ultimately  require. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  C.  SHAW,  marine  manager. 


THE  FUNERAL    OF    THE  LATE  COMMO- 
DORE JOHN   RODGERS. 
From  ih:  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  jjusust  4. 

The  mortal  remains  of  this  distinguished  officer 
of  our  navy,  were  interred  yesterday  evenine,  in 
Christ  church  burial  ground,  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Arch  streets.  The  occasion  was  a  solemn  one, 
and  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  ai}d  a 
due  sense  of  the  virtues  both  of  his  public  and  pri- 
vate character,  attracted  a  concourse  of  many  thou- 
sands of. our  citizens  to  the  place  of  interment, 
which  large  cemetery,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  streets, 
were  thronged  with  people,  amongst  whom  the 
most  perfect  order  and  decorum  prevailed. 

In  compliance  with  the  naval  order  of  commodore 
Charles  Stewart,  commanding  officer  of  the  Phila- 
delphia station,  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  at  pre- 
sent in  the  city,  together  with  several  officers  of  the 
army  and  a  numerous  company  of  the  immediate 
friends  of  the  (ieceaspd,  assembled  at  the  house  of 
commodore  Biddle,  No.  260  Walnut  street,  whither 
the  body  had  been  removed  from  the  U.  S.  naval 
asylum. 

The  first  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia, 
under  the  command  of  general  Provost,  who  officiat- 
ed in  the  absence  of  general  Patterson,  also  assem- 
bled on  Walnut  street,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 


in  the  solemnity,  where  they  were  met  by  the  fine 
corps  of  U.  S.  marines,  from  the  navy  yard. 

Shortly  alter  six  o'clock,  the  procession  moved 
towards  the  burial  ground,  the  body  being  conveyed 
in  a  hearse,  and  covered  with  the  star  spangled 
banner  for  a  pall. 

When  the  coffin  was  removed,  and  taken  into  the 
burial  ground,  the  national  flag  was  supported  by 
six  pall  bears,  all  of  them  being  distinguished  offi- 
cers. Among  them  we  observed  commodore  Stew- 
art, commodore  Biddle,  captain  Shubrick,  major 
H.  Bache  and  captain  Thornton, all  in  full  uniform. 
The  body  "as  borne  by  veteran  sailors  of  the  U.  S. 
navy.  These  were  followed  by  a  large  number  of 
officers,  both  of  the  navy  and  army,  but  particular- 
ly of  the  former  3er\  ice;  amongst  them,  lieut.  W. 
IVIcKane,  Dr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Purser  Stockton,  lieu- 
tenants JMercerand  Bynum,  Dr.T.DiUaid,  &.c.  kc. 
Citizens  two  and  two;  and  the  first  brigade  of  the 
P.  M.  with  their  flags  muffled  in  crape. 

'The  military  made  an  imposing  appearance;  and 
the  inouinful  cortege,  which  extended  several 
squares  in  length,  marching  to  the  slow  music  of 
the  German  Washington  Guards'  band,  was  remark- 
ably solemn  and  impressive. 

Having  arrived  at  the  Arch  street  gate  of  the  ce- 
metery, the  njilitary  formed  in  line,  and  preserved 
a  clear  passage  for  the  mourners  and  attendants; 
and  as  the  procession  entered  upon  the  ground,  the 
rev.  Dr.  Tying  commenced  the  beautiful  and  affect- 
ing burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  church,  by  read- 
ing "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saith  the 
Lord,"  SiC. 

After  the  entire  burial  service  bad  been  read,  and 
the  boily  lowered  into  the  grave — the  marines  fired 
the  customary  farewell  salute  of  three  vollies.  The 
military,  friends  and  attendants  then  retired,  and 
the  thousand  assembled  dispersed,  doubtless  bearing 
with  them  to  their  homes,  an  honorable  recollection 
of  the  services  which  the  deceased  had  rendered  to 
his  country,  and  a  proper  sense  of  the  fleeting  and 
transitory  nature  of  this  mortal  state  of  existence. 

Our  hope  and  trust  is  that  the  distinguished  de- 
ceased, has  put  off' this  early  corruption  for  a  hap- 
py and  glorious  immortality. 

We  find  the  following  interesting  sketch  of  the 
life  of  the  deceased  in  the  "Intelligencer." 

Commodore  John  Rodgers  entered  the  navy  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  year  ]79S.  He  was  Istlieutenant 
of  the  Constellation  in  the  action  witli  the  Insur- 
gente  which  resulted  in  her  capture.  His  zeal  in 
performing  his  duty  on  this  occasion,  and  comply- 
ing strictly  with  the  orders  of  his  commander, 
(Commander  Truxton,)  was,  in  commodore  T's 
language,  "not  to  be  surpassed."  After  the  action 
the  command  of  the  Insurgente  was  conferred  upon 
him. 

With  midshipman,  D.  Porter  (Ihe  present  com- 
modore) and  11  men,  he  took  possession  of  the 
prize,  and  commenced  moving  her  crew  to  the 
Constellation;  but  before  this  could  be  done  the 
ships  were  separated  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  and 
173  |u'isaners  were  left  on  board  to  be  guarded  by 
lieutenant  Rodgers  and  his  handful  of  men,  whose 
situation  was  rendered  peculiarly  perilous  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  there  being  no  handcntfsor  shackles 
on  board  to  secure  the  prisoners  who  manil'est- 
ed  a  disposition  to  retake  the  prize.  The  energy 
of  lieutenant  Rodgers,  assisted  by  Ihe  gallant  mid- 
shipman Porter,  conducted  the  prize  safely  into  St. 
Kitts. 

Returning  to  the  United  States,  lieutenant 
Rodgers  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
in  consideration  o(  his  highly  meritorious  conduct 
and  known  qualifications.  He  was  appointed  to 
command  the  sloop  of  war  Maryland,  in  which  ves- 
sel he  cruised  in  the  West  Indies  for  many  months, 
rendering  important  services.  In  1801,  I, e  sailed 
in  the  Maryland,  fur  France,  with  Mr.  Dawson, 
sent  as  a  diplomatic  messenger  to  that  court. 

In  1802,  he  was  ap|)ointed  to  the  command  of 
the  John  Adams— attached  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron — destroyed  the  Meshoiida  of  22  gnns, 
"the  largest  ciuiser  belonging  to  Tripoli,"  and  per- 
formed other  valuable  services. 

In  1804,  he  was  appointed  to  the  frigate  Congress, 
ami  proceeded  to  the  IMediferrane.in  as  a  part  of  a 
squadron  of  vessels,  under  the  command  of  com- 
modore Samuel  Barron,  sent  thither  against  Tripoli,  i 

From  commodore  Barron's  extreme  ill  health,  he 
resigned  the  command  of  the  squadron  in  May, 
1805,  to  commodore  Rodgers,  whose  decisive  con- 
conduct' soon  disposed  Ihe  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
to  make  peace  with  us,  and  in  less  than  two  months 
after  the  command  devolved  upon  him,  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  with  that  power,  on  terms 
dictated  by  him  and  colonel  Lear. 

In  1812',  the  command  of  a  squadron  was  given 
to  him.  He  dashed  into  the  European  seas,  made  I 
a  number  of  captures,  most  of  which  he,  from  ne 
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cessity,  destroyed,  returning  triumphant  after  an  .  That  your  petitioner  accepted  the  said  appoint- 
absence  of  more  than  three  inantli3.  At  the  time  ment  and  commission,  presented  the  comiuisfion  to 
he  sailed,  a  number  of  the  enemy's  vessels  were  j  the  said  liistrict  court,  and  it  was  duly  recorded  on 
on  our  coast,  greatly  exceeding  the  conunoHore's  tlie  minutes  of  said  court,  on  the  same  21»t  day  of 
squadron  in  force.  These  he  successlully  evaded,  February,  1S34,  as  by  reference  to  the  said  oi  i^inal 
and  by  drawing  them  olf  in  pursuit  of  him, enabled  commission  now  in  the  hands  of  your  petitioner, 
a  great  number  of  our  merchant  \essels,  with  and  ready  to  be  produced  when  and  where  your 
valuable  cargoes,  to  return  in  sa.'ety  to  our  ports,  honors  may  direct  and  appoint. 
One  of  the  ellects  of  this  cruise  was  to  save  mil-  And  your  petitioner  lurther  shows  unto  your 
lions  to  our  merchants  and  to  our  government.  honors  that,  in  conformity   with   the  provisions  of 

When  the  British  army  marched  upon  15altimore,  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  he  took 
commodore  Rodgeks  acted  a  dislingtiishcd  part  in  the  oath  of  office,  and  gave  a  bond  with  sureties, 
the  defence  of  that  city.  Many  believe  that  Baiti-  !  which  bond  was  approved  by  thesaid  judge  Harper, 
more  would  have  been  surrendered  but  for  the  sea-  and  the  said  bond  was  duly  filed,  and  the  facts  of 
sonable  aid  of  the  force  under  his  command.  producing  the  commission,  taking  the  oath  of  of- 

Afler  the  war,  he  was  appointed  commissioner  |  tice,  and  giving  the  said  bond,  conditioned  for  the 
of  the  navy,  anj  presided  over  that  board  forseve-  \  laitliful  performance  of  the  duties  of  said  oflice, 
ral  years.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  making'  were  all  duly  entered  on  the  minutes  of  said  court, 
regulations  which  have  conduced  to  the  economy  I  on  the  same  21st  day  of  February,  l!<o4. 
of  the  naval  service.  He  was  offered  the  appoint- ]  And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
ment  of  secretary  of  the  navy,  but  declined  it. —  honors  that  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  said  of- 
Having  acted  as  president  of  tlie  board  of  navy  '  fice  of  clerk  of  the  said  district  court  of  the  United 
commissioners  about  ten  years  ago.  the  president '  States  lor  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  and 
invited  hftn  to  take  command  of  tire  Mediterranean  I  held  the  same,  and  continued  to  perform  the  duties 
squadron,  mentioning  consideialions,  inducing  him  I  thereunto  appertaining  with  diligence,  fidelity,  and 
to  do  so,  highly  honorable  to  the  commodore.  He  j  skill,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  district  court,  and 
accepted,  and  his  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  the  of  the  parties  suitors  in  said  court;  that,  by  virtue 
North  Carolina  ship  of  the  line,  of  which  D.  T. '  of  said  appointment,  and  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Patterson, esq.  was  appointed  captain.  He  cruised  in  \  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  your  pcti- 
the  Mediterranean   seas   nearly  three   years.     He    tioneruas   also,  from   the  period  of  the  organiza- 


had  much  intercourse  with  the  commanders  of 
other  naval  powers,  and  w;is  held  by  them  in  liigh 
estimation.  The  ship  was  paiticulaily  distinguish- 
ed for  her  fine  condition  at  all  times,  and  the  high 
slate  of  discipline  maintainrd  on  board.  The  com- 
modore, his  accomplished  captain,  and  this  noble 
specimen  of  American  naval  architecture,  were 
objects  of  univeisal  admiration.     Returninj  to  the 


tion  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  State  lor  th 
said  district  of  Louisiana,  in  like  manner  the  clerk 
of  said  circuit  court,  and  perfbmed  all  the  duties 
appertaining  to  said  office,  and  during  the  periods 
aloresaid  your  petitioner,  in  like  manner,  receiveil 
the  fees  ami  emcliiments  of  cffice  belonging  to 
the  same. 

Arid   your  petitioner  further  shows   unto  your 


United  States,  he  was  again  appointed  presTdent  of  1  honors  that  he  so  continued  to  perform  said  duties 
(he  board  of  the  navy  commissioners,  and  continu- 1  and  to  receive  said  emoluments,  and  in  all  respects 
ed  to  discharge,  with  great  fidelity  and  zeal,  the  |  to  occupy  and  hold  said  oflices,  until  ou  or  about 
arduous  duties  of  that  station,  till  hi;  constitution  j  the  ISth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1S38,  when  he 
was  literally  worn  out,  and  his  mind  exhausted  in  !  received  a  communication  from  the  honorable 
the  service.  He  then  retired— made  a  trip  to  Eng- 1  Philip  K.  Lawrence,  then  and  now  the  judge  of  the 
land  in  the  hope  of  rtcovering  his  health,  and  was    said  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  thesaid 


there  received  with  those  kind  attentions  whicii 
were  gratefully  remembered  till  his  last  moments. 
Of  his  personal  character,  it  may  be  added,  that, 
though  of  quick  temper,  he  was  noble  and  gene- 
rous in  his  disposition.  He  was  a  patriot  in  reali- 
ty. Though  stern  in  his  appearance,  lie  was  par- 
ticularly distiiiguished  for  his  humanity.  The  sto- 
ry of  his  noble  and  successful  exertions  to  save 
two  young  ladies  from  the  massacre  of  Cape  Fran- 
cois— his  sublime  etlcrls  fo  save  a  poor  old  negro 
woman  floating  upon  a  cake  of  ire  down  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  which  were  also  crowned  with  success, 
must  be  told  as  characteristic  incidents  in  his  life, 
when  these  brief  outlines  of  his  character  shall  be 
filled  up  by  faithful  histrry. 


SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  U.  STATES 

Monday,  .Ivgust  G — 11  oV/oc/r. _ ^ 

The  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  chief  justice,  opened  the    ^  sense  oi'' justice  io'you'demands  that  I  shou'ld'do 


eastern   district  of  Louisiana,    in  the  words   and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Keiv  Orleans,  May  18,  1838. 
Dear  Sir;  The  object  of  this  communication  is 
to  apprize  you  of  your  removal  from  the  of!ice  of 
clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  and  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  John  Wintlirop  in  your  place.  In 
faking  this  step,  I  desire  to  be  understood  as  nei- 
ther prompted  by  any  unfiiendly  disposition  to- 
wards you  personally,  nor  wishing  to  cast  the 
slightest  shade  of  censure  on  your  official  conduct; 
on  the  contrary,  whettier  it  will  afibrd  you  any 
gratification  to  be  thus  .Tssured  or  not,  I  avail  my- 
sell  of  the  occasion  to  declare  to  you  tliat  my  most 
ardent  wishes  respecting  you  are  for  your  entire 
success  and  prosperity  through  life.  I  consider  it 
due  to  myself  to  have  made   this  drclaration,  and 


August  term  of  the  supreme  court  in  pursuance  of    ;vhat  lies  in  mv  power  to  repel  any  unfavorable  in- 


the  law.  An  application  was  made  on  behalf  of 
Duncan  H.  Hcnnen,  for  a  writ  of  mandamus,  to 
ba  directed  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana, 
commanding  the  said  judge  to  restore  the  petitioner 
to  the  oflice  of  clerk  of  said  court.  A  similar  ap- 
plication was  made  for  a  mandamus,  to  be  directed 
to  If.e  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  commanding 
them  to  restore  the  same  gentleman  to  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  The  petition  was  read 
by  Richard  S.  Coxe,  esq.,  counsel  lor  petitioner, as 
follows: 

To  the  honorable  the  chief  justice  and  associate  Jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  petition  of  Duncan   N.  Hennen   repeclfully 
showeth: 
That   your   petitioner   was,  on  the  twenty-first 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  duly  appointed 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in 
and  for  the   eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
honorable  Samuel  H.  Harjier,  judge  of  the  said  dis- 
trict court;  that  a  commission  was  given  to  your 
petitioner   by  the  said  district  judge  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
United  States  oj  Anierica,  eastern  district  of  Lou- 
isiana: 
By  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  I  do  hereby 


ference  which  might  be  draw  n  from  your  dismissal 
from  the  office  of  clerk,  in  regard  to  tlie  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged 
by  you.  On  this  subject,  the  situation  in  which  1 
have  been  placed  during  the  last  two  years  and 
upwards  lias  afibrdcd  me  the  means  of  speaking 
advisedly;  and  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  testify, 
as  I  now  do,  unreservedly,  that  the  business  of 
your  office,  during  that  period,  has  been  conducted 
"methodically,  promptly,  skilfully,  and  uprightly. 
In  aiipointing  Mr.  W.  to  succeed  you,  I  have  been 
purely  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  reelings  of 
kindriess  towards  one  whom  I  have  long  known, 
and  between  whom  and  myself  the  closest  friend- 
sliip  has  ever  subsisted.  I  cannot  but  consider  his 
claims  to  any  benefit  in  my  power  to  confer  as  of 
a  paramount  character;  and  as  his  capacity  to  fill 
the  office  in  question  cannot  be  disputed,  I  feel  that 
I  am  not  exercising  any  unjust  preference  in  be- 
stowing on  him  the  appointment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

P.  K.  LAWRENCE, 
V.  S.  judge  district  court  of  Louisiana . 
To  D.  N.  Hcnnen,  esq. 

And  your  petitioner  further  si  ows  unto  your 
honors  that  he  has  heard  and  verify  believes  that 
the  said  judge  Lawrence  did,  on  or  about  the  same 
18th  day  of  May,  1838,  execute  and  deliver  to  said 
appoint  Duncan  X.  Hennen,  of  said  state,  clerk  of'  John  Winthrop  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  commis- 
the  district  co'irf  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  i  sion  or  appointment  as  clerk  of  said  district  court 
the  eastern  district  of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  In  j  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of 
witness  whereof,  I  have  hereuiilo  set  my  hand  and  i  Louisiana,  and  that  the  said  Winthrop,  under  and 
seal,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  2Ist  day  ol  I  by  virtue  of  the  same  claims  to  be  entitled  to  hold 
February,  A.  D.  1S3J.  '         said  office,  and  does  in  fact  execute  to  a  certain  ex- 

[i-.s.]  S.\MiT.L  H.  H.\r.rER.  judge  r..S.       I  tent,  the  duties  appertaining  thereto:  and  that  he  is 


recognized  by  said  judge  Lawrence  as  the  only  le- 
gal clerk  ol  said  district  ccnrt,  and  as  such  signs 
writs  and  process,  and  receives  the  lees  and  emolu- 
ments ol  said  oflice;  that  he  has,  by  the  direction 
and  authoiily  ol  said  P.  K.  Lawience,  judge  as 
aforesaid,  obtained  and  hohis  possession  of  there- 
cords  and  iniiiutcs  of  said  district  court,  and  in 
general  assumes  to  be  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and 
performs  the  duties  of  said  oflice;  and  that  said 
Winthrop  and  the  said  j'-dge  exclude  and  keep  out 
your  petitioner  lioin  said  oflice  of  clerk,  and  from 
performing  the  dul.es  thereof,  anil  from  receiving 
the  fees  and  emoliiriieiits  thereunto  belonging. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors,  that  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  May,  183S. 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eas- 
tern liistrict  of  Loui.-^iaua  met  according  to  law, 
when  the  hon.  John  McKinlcy.  one  of  the  associate 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  judge  Lawie.ice,  took  their  seats  upon 
the  bencfi  as  judge  of  said  circuit  court,  and  your 
petitioner  and  said  John  Winllnop  severally  pre- 
sented themselves,  ■  jcli  claimiig  to  be  riglitlully 
and  lawfully  the  cleik  of  said  ciicuil  court,  and  the 
said  matter  was  argueil  by  counsel  for  each  of  said 
claimants.  The  said  judges,  however,  differed  in 
opinion  upon  the  said  question  of  right,  and,  being 
unable  to  concur  in  opinion,  neither  of  said  parties 
was  admitted  to  act  a;*  rl(  rk,  or  recognized  by  the 
court  as  being  tlio  liglitliil  clerk;  and  no  business 
was  or  could  be  Iiansacted.and  the  couit  adji.urncd. 
And  your  petitioiK  r  rijiresenl?  to  your  honors  that 
he  is  advised  and  verily  believes  that  he  was  le- 
gally and  in  duo  form  appointed  the  clerk  of  said 
district  court,  and  by  virtue  of  said  appointment 
became  lawfully  the  clerk  of  said  circuit  court,  and 
that  he  has  never  resicned  the  said  offices,  or  been 
legally  removed  from  the  same,  or  either  of  them; 
but  that  he  is  rightfully  entitled  to  hold  and  exer- 
cise the  same,  and  to  receive  the  Ices  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  same  belonging;  and  that  he  is  ille- 
gally kept  out  ol  the  said  ofiice  of  clerk  of  said  dis- 
trict court,  and  prevenird  from  performing  the  du- 
ties thereof,  and  lioin  receiving  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments attached  to  the  same,  by  the  illegal  acts  and 
conduct  of  the  said  Philip  IC.  Lawrence,  judge  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  said  John  Wiiithicp,  claiming 
to  hold  the  said  office  by  some  preten'ed,  but,  as 
your  petitioner  is  advised  and  believes,  illegal 
and  void  appointment  or  commission  fromsaid  judge 
Laurence.  Ami  ynnrpetilioner  liirthi  rshows  that 
the  said  jucges  of  the  said  circuit  court  continue  to 
differ  in  opinion  as  to  tlie  \r'z::[  rights  of  vour  peti- 
tioner and  the  said  John  Wintl.iep  to  said  offices, 
so  that  no  one  does  or  can  perform  the  duties  of 
said  oflice  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  that  the 
suitors  in  said  court  are  iheretiy  delayed,  and  the 
administration  of  justice  therein  wholly  si'spendcd. 
and  theappellate  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  over  the  judirments  and  de- 
crees of  the  said  circuit  court  altogether  suspended 
and  incapable  of  being  exercised:  all  which  evils 
are  remediless  at  and  by  r :  i;:  ary  procei  ding  before 
said  district  or  circuit  cou;!s,  auil  can  only  be  ter- 
minated and  redressed  by  the  in'erposilion  of  this 
honorable  court  by  its  extraordinarj-  process  of 
mandamus.  Wherefore  your  petitioner  respect- 
fully prays  that  your  honors,  the  premises  consider- 
ed, will  award  the  United  States  writ  of  mandamus, 
to  be  directed  to  the  honorable  Philip  K.  Law  rence, 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  commanding  him 
that  he  forthw  ith  restore  your  petitioner  to  his  office 
of  clerk  of  said  district  court  of  the  United  States 
lor  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

This  petition  having  been  read,  upon  motion  by 
Mr.  Coxe,  the  court  granted  rules  iii  both  cases, 
returnable  to  the  ensuing  term  of  the  supreme 
court,  to  be  held  in  January  next,  upon  the  parties, 
to  show  cause  why  the  writs  us  applied  for  should 
not  be  awarded — reserving  to  the  parties  the  right 
to  move  for  a  rescinding  of" the  rules. 

After  transacting  some  other  business,  the  court 
adjourned  to  the  next  term.  [Nat.  Intel. 

THE  HON.  J.  K.  POLK,  OF  TENNESSEE. 

From  the  Pcnnsylvanian. 
We  subjoin  a  correspondence  befwcfn  the  hon. 
James  K  Polk  of  Tennessee,  the  able  speaker  of 
the  house  of  repre=<;ntalivc«,  ond  a  number  of  his 
democratic  friends  of  this  crtv,  who  were  desirous 
of  meeting  him  at  the  festive  board  for  the  purpose 
of  testifying  their  r-espect  for  his  private  worth  and 
distinguislied  )iublic  services,  it  will  be  seen, 
ho-.vevcr,  that  Mr.  Polk's  stay  in  thi<-  city  was  so 
short  as  to  prevent  him  from  cornplving  with  the 
wishes  of  those  by  whom  he  was  addressed,  as  well 
as  of  the  d.-mocratie  party  gererally  in  this  vicini- 
ty, who  would  have  been  highly  gratified  to  join  in 
the  proposed  testimonial  to  one  who  has  boen  ever 
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firm  and  fe^arless  in  the  cause  of  the  people  under  1  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  my  public 

course  and  services:  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 


the  most  trying  circumstances: 

Philadelphia,  Uih  July,  1838. 
To  the  hon.  James  K.  Polk: 

Deak  sie:  Your  republican  friends  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  having  heard  of  your 
recent  arrival  amongst  them,  are  desirous  of  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  manifest  to  you 
those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  with  which 
your  private  character  and  eminent  public  useful- 
ness have  so  deeply  inspired  them. 

Your  uniform  devotion  to  democratic  principles 
and  firm  and  consistent  support  of  the  late  and  pre- 
sent administration,  together  with  the  able  and  dig- 
nified manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  presiding  officer  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, have  produced  an  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  your  democratic  fellow  citizens  in  tins 
section  of  the  union,  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and 
which  they  would  be  extremely  gratified  to  express 
to  you  in  a  body,  at  such  time  as  it  may  comport 
with  your  convenience  to  favor  them  with  a  meeting. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  we  are,  very  truly  and 
sincerely  ,  yours, 

Henry  Horn,  Wm.  V.  Pettit,  George  Taber, 
Bartholomew  Rees,  Jos.  H.  Newbold,  Pierce  But- 
ler, Christian  Kneass,  Peter  Wager,  F.  A.  Eaybold, 
H.  M.  Philips,  J.  W.  Nesbitt,  Wra.  J.  LeipeT,  C. 
J.  Jack,  H.  11.  Campbell,  George  Guier,  C.  F. 
Breuil,  J.  Page,  J.  Sidney  Jones,  Wm.  Duncan, 
Wm.  Dilworlb,  Joseph  C.  Neal,  John  Thompson, 
Lemuel  Paynter,  Henry  Simpson,  Thomas  S.  Stew- 
art, John  Horn,  Rowlan  Perry,  F.  Sloever,  Michael 
W.  Ash,  Benjamin  Mifflin,  Robinson  R.Moore,  R 
A.  Patton,  W.  Bonsall,  J.  Murray  Rush,  Miles  N 
Carpenter,  R.  T.  Moffit,  Wm.  R.  Cash,  James  H. 
Hutchinson,  Wm.  English,  Edward  M.  Meader, 
Benj.  Brewster,  E.  A.  Penniman,  Thomas  Cook, 
James  Campbell,  Geo.  F.  Lehman,  Benj.  E.  Car- 
penter, James  Eneu,  jr. 

Philadelphia,  July  14,  183S. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this 
date,  inviting  me  to  attend  a  "meeting  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  city  and  co\uity  of  Philadel- 
phia" "at  such  time  as  may  comport  with  m}'  con- 
venience." I  regret  that  the  limited  time  which  I 
can  remain  in  your  city,  will  deprive  me  of  the 
great  pleasure  which  I  would  otherwise  take,  in 
meeting  that  portion  of  ray  fellow  citizens  whom 
you  represent;  citizens;  who,  though  residing  in 
the  strong  hold  of  the  power  of  their  political  oppo- 
nents, have,  under  the  raost  trying  circumstances, 
firmly  maintained  the  great  principles  of  democra- 
cy, which  we  profess.  Pennsylvania,  justly  re- 
garded as  the  "Key  Stone"  of  tlie  political  arch, 
has  more  than  once  saved  the  democracy  of  the 
union  from  overthrow,  and  is  destined,  I  doubt  not, 
in  the  great  contest  of  principle  which  is  before  us, 
proudly  to  maintain  her  position  at  the  head  of  the 
democratic  states.  Under  her  lead  the  democracy 
have  nothing  to  fear.  In  the  political  contest  in 
■which  we  are  engaged,  the  country  is  thrown  back 
more  distinctly  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
federal  and  republican  parlies  some  forty  years  ago, 
than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  that  period. 
Party  names  have  changed,  but  the  principles  which 
divide  us  are  essentially  the  same.  Our  political 
opponents  have  drawn  to  their  aid,  in  the  pending 
contest,  the  power  of  associated  wealth,  in  the  form 
of  privileged  banking  corporations,  and  have  made 
them  file  instruments,  as  they  are  the  natural  allies 
of  that  party  in  the  country  who  have  at  all  limes, 
distrusted  the  power  and  ca]>acity  of  the  people, 
for  self-government.  These  corporations  are  now 
with  a  lew  exceptions,  notoriously  inclose  political 
.  alliance  with  the  "prostrate  federal  party,"  in  a 
struggle  to  resuscitate  and  again  fasten  upon  the 
country,  the  exploded  doctrines  of  that  party.  A 
self  constituted  and  dangerous  political  power,  un- 
known to  the  constitution  and  laws,  not  chosen  by 
the  people  and  not  responsible  to  them,  has  arisen 
in  the  country,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  party  oppos- 
ed to  the  democracy,  claiming  the  right  not  only  to 
violate  all  law  and  disregard  all  engagements,  but 
arrogantly  assuming  to  control  the  action  of  the  go 
vernment,  and  to  dictate  public  policy.  The  coun 
try  has  to  choose  between  the  government  of  this 
self'-constituled,  dangerous  and  iriesponsible  power, 
and  the  regular  government  of  the  constiluted  au- 
thorities, chosen  by  the  people  and  responsible  to 
them.  In  such  a  contest  the  course  of  the  demo- 
cracy is  a  plain  one.  It  is  a  bold,  fearless  and  un- 
yielding adherence  to  principle.  There  can  be  no 
middle  or  "conservative"  ground.  There  can  be 
no  compromise  when  principles  are  involved. 

Regretting  that  I  cannot  meet  my  "republican 
friends"  "in  a  body,"  during  my  short  visit  to  your 
city,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  terms   in 


sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  Messrs.  Heiiry  Horn,  Wm.  V.  Petlit,  George 
Taber,  Bartholomew  Bees,  Joseph  H.  Newbold, 
Pierce  Butler,  Michael  W.  .ish,  and  others. 


THE  CROPS  OF  EUROPE  AND  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 
The  New  York  Express  has  the  following  ad- 
vices touching  the  European  grain  market,  derived 
from  its  London  correspondent. 

London,  July  l.  We  have  nearly  got  over  our 
fright  about  our  crops,  the  fine  weather  till  to-day 
having  quieted  the  aiixiety.  In  Scotland  the  har- 
vest will  be  very  late.  There  is  a  great  complaint 
of  thinness  in  the  largest  wheat  growing  counties. 
We  shall  not  have  a  great  crop,  but  if  the  weather 
continues  favorable,  we  shall  not  have  a  bad  crop. 

The  news  from  the  United  States  of  the  prospects 
for  favorable  crops  has  prevented  the  otherwise  de- 
cided advan(5e  that  would  have  taken  place  in  our 
wheat  market.  If  you  have  no  call  for  the  snrplus 
wheat  of  the  Baltic,  that  surplus  will  more  readily 
come  here.  In  Ireland  our  prospects  are  best  for  a 
good  crop. 

We  have  advices  from  St.  Petersburg  of  the  17lh 
ult.;  Kubanka  wheat  was  offering  for  delivery  in 
August  at  25ro.  per  chetwert,  with  5ro.  down,  which 
at  the  exchange  of  10  5-8  would  bring  the  price  per 
imperial  qr.  or  free  on  board  34s.  The  accounts 
from  the  interior  were  by  no  means  favorable,  the 
crops  of  all  kinds  of  grain  suffering  from  dry  hot 
weather. 

From  Konigsberg  we  have  letters  of  the  21st 
ult.  The  holders  of  wheat  continued  to  ask  high 
prices;  the  accounts  respecting  the  growing  crop 
were  still  unfavorable,  both  in  Prussia  and  Poland; 
high  mixed  qualities  were  held  at  39s.  to  -10s.  mixed 
at  35s.  to  36s.,  and  red  qualities  at  from  32&.  to  34s. 
per  qr.  Rye  was  also  held  at  higher  rates,  and 
the  best  kinds  could  not  be  obtained  below  22s. 
per  qr. 

Our  Danzic  letters  reach  us  on  the  22d  June,  on 
the  17th  of  the  month  the  weather  had  bee 
more  genial,  with  refreshing  showers  of  rain,  which 
had  continued  up  to  the  22d;  this  auspicious  chang' 
it  was  hoped  would  still  be  in  time  to  benefit  th 
crops,  and  in  some  measure  to  repair  the  damage 
done  by  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  lateness  of 
the  spring.  On  the  19th,  prices  of  wheat  had  rie- 
clined  about  Is.  per  qr.,  but  as  the  London  mail  of 
the  15th  brought  favorable  accounts,  a  renewed  de 
mandhad  been  experienced  on  22d,  and  prices  had 
fully  recovered  the  slight  depression  ;  altogether 
about  360  lasts  changed  hands,  part  of  which  was 
high  mixed  of  a  fine  bright  color,  which  had  ob' 
tained  47s  per  qr. 

At  Hamburg  on  the  26th  June,  wheat  was  in 
brisk  demand  and  about  3,000  qrs.  were  disposed 
of.  Red  Mecklenburg,  weighing  62  lbs.  had  made 
49s;  old  red  Brunswick,  61  lbs.  46s.  3d;  Silesian, 
60  to  60  1-2,  46s.  2d;  red  Madgeburg,  5U  1-2  lbs., 
42s.  6d;  and  mixed  Polish  weighing  50  lbs.,  46s. 
per  qr.  free  on  board.  Some  business  had  also  been 
done  free  on  board  in  the  Baltic  ports,  a  cargo  of 
red,  61  lbs.  Wheat  had  been  sold  at  433.  6d.  free 
on  board  in  Elbing,  and  one  of  fine  red  Holstein, 
free  on  board  at  Newstadt,  at  42s.  6d.  per  qr;  at  the 
latter  rates  there  were  more  buyers  but  no  sellers. 

There  was  a  brisk  demand  foriBour,  no  sales  how- 
ever were  made,  as  there  were  no  stocks  to  meet  the 
orders,  and  the  manufacturers  refused  (o  enter  into 
contracts  for  forward,  delivery  unless  buyers  were 
disposed  to  j)ay  prices  equivalent  to  the  value  of 
wheat. 

The  Rotterdam  market  on  the  26th  June  opened 
briskly  for  wheat,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  day 
fine  Zealand  realized  an  advance  of  Is.  per  qr.  prices 
varying  from  48s.  4d.  to  563.  per  qr.  according  to 
quality.  Bonded  wheat  was  in  animated  demand 
for  English  account,  and  prices  were  2s.  per  qr.  high- 
er than  during  the  previous  week;  good  Rhine  was 
quoted  from  463.  "d.  to  47s.  6d.  perqr.,  and  Danzic 
46s.  to  53s.  3d.  according  to  quality;  Pomeranian  of 
62  lb.  weight  could  be  had  at  from  47s.  6d.  to  483. 
3d.,  and  red  Konigsberg  at  from  44s.  6d.  to  45s.  5d. 
per  qr.  all  free  on  board. 

We  gave  yesterd.ay.  a  notice  of  considerable 
length  relative  to  the  corn  market  of  London,  with 
a  view  of  following  it  up  with  some  remarks  upon 
the  European  markets  and  crops,  and  the  harvests 
of  our  own  country.  The  connexion  between 
these,  is  of  course,  intimate,  and  the  subject  is  one 
of  interest  to  a  majority  of  our  readers. 

We  think  our.<clf  warranted  in  setting  down  the 
wheat  and  rye  crop  of  this  country  as  large,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  general  yield,  but  also  in  re- 
ference to  the  number  of  acres  cultivated.     There 


have  been  failures  in  some  places,  and  in  some 
others  it  is  probable  that  the  harvest  has  not  quite 
fulfilled  its  early  promise,  but  the  average  of  the 
crop  is  good,  and  the  amount  of  wheat  gathered  in 
is  very  great.  How  is  this  great  crop  to  be  made 
most  serviceable  to  the  producer,  to  the  merchant, 
and  to  the  business  of  the  country?  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which  can  only  be  answered  by  a  reference  to 
the  state  of  the  markets  and  grain  fields  ol  Europe. 
This  is  evident,  because  there  is  a  superflux  which 
must  seek  foreign  markets,  and  on  the  state  of 
supply  in  those  markets  will  depend  the  price,  and 
consequently  the  profit  or  loss,  of  those  who  send 
their  bread  stuffs  thereto. 

Let  us,  then,  spend  a  few  moments  in  examining 
the  state  of  the  principal  market  of  grain,  and  the 
means  of  supplying  any  deficiencies  therein  beyond 
our  own  produce. 

Undoubtedly  London  must  be  looked  to  for  a 
solution  of  all  the  questions  upon  the  demand  and 
supply  of  bread  stuffs,  which  concern  the  United 
States. 

The  crop  of  1837  was  deficient  in  England  to  a 
considerable  degree,  and  to  a  far  greater  extent  on 
the  continent,  say  to  the  north  of  France.  This 
stale  of  things  was  early  known;  and  as  soon  as  the 
harvest  of  1837  closed  in  England,  orders  to  pur- 
chase wheat  on  English  account  were  despatched 
to  all  the  ports  of  export  of  that  grain  on  the  Ger- 
man ocean  and  the  Baltic.  Now  it  is  known  that 
these  orders  were  being  executed  and  contracts 
made  under  them,  from  the  December  following 
until  the  middle  of  May,  1838,  about  which  time, 
say,  the  latter  end  of  May,  all  further  proceedings 
under  these  orders  were  arrested  by  the  very  consi- 
derable advance  in  prices  that  occurred  in  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  continent,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  prospects  of  a  failure  of  crops  in  Germany 
and  Poland. 

The  wheat  purchased  between  December,  1837, 
and  May,  1838,  was  regularly  shipped,  and  early 
before  the  first  of  June,  it  seemed  to  be  coming  into 
the  British  ports  from  all  parts  of  Ihe  coiitinent. 
This  sudden  influx  caused  a  pause  in  the  rise  of  the 
article  in  England;  but  early  in  June  the  demand 
was  estimated  in  Liverpool,  and  large  sales  were 
made  in  one  market  day. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  our  information 
relative  to  the  London  markets  is  incomj»lete,  fliere 
being  a  chasm  (at  least  in  oi/c  information)  from  the 
16th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  July;  but  we  find  that  the 
weekly  average  of  the  15th  of  June  is  64s.  lid.  and 
on  the  22d  it  is  65s.  6d.  Prices,  Iherefore,  of  wheat 
free  for  home  use  must  advance.  Free  wheat  is 
quoted  in  Liverpool  on  the  3d  of  July,  in  the  regu- 
lar price  cur.rent,  fully  as  high  as  during  the  week 
previous,  though  the  sale  was  rather  dull.  This 
brings  us  to  notice  the  probability  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreigii  wheat;  and  in  order  to  fbrii.  a  correct 
opinion  upon  this  subject,  especially  as  to  the  rate 
of  duties,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  production 
of  the  former  harvest,  or  more  properly  to  the  stocks 
on  hand. 

The  stocks  remaining  wilh  the  farmers  can  only 
be  inferred  from  facts.  The  harvest  was,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, deficient.  The  millers  and  corn  dealers, 
however,  as  the  farmers  seemed  anxious  to  sell,  or, 
to  use  a  technical  term,  seemed  to  be  tree  sellers, 
purchased  only  to  supply  immediate  demands,  as 
we  gather  distinctly  from  the  quotations  and  re- 
marks in  the  price  current  from  day  to  day,  and 
they  were  in  turn  as  free  sellers  as  the  farmers — no 
wheat  was  hoarded  or  laid  up  in  speculation.  When 
Lady  day  came  (25th  March,)  and  found  the  corn 
dealers  and  millers  without  stock,  and  the  farmers 
wilhout  their  customary  deliveries  on  that  pay  day 
date,  there  was  at  once  forced  upon  the  public  mind 
the  apprehension  of  a  necessity  for  a  large  import, 
and  this  apprehension  has  been  strengthened  by 
fears  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  coming  crops  in  Eng- 
land. 

We  have,  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  opinion  of  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  merchants  of  England,  versed 
in  the  corntrade,  that  a  million  of  quarters  (8,000,000 
of  bushels.)  of  corn  will  be  required  to  be  admitted, 
before  the  harvest  could  be  made  available;  and  he 
confidently  expected  that  it  would  be  admitted  at  a 
duty  of  20s.  8d.  to  24s.  8d.;  and  on  the  5th  of  July, 
the  same  gentleman  thinks  that  the  duty  will  be 
from  ISs.  8(1.  to  20s.  8d.  This  implies  a  reduction 
which  could  only  take  place  from  a  proportionate 
advance  in  the  price  of  wheat  free  for  consumption. 
As  early  as  the  5th  ofjune,  there  were  strong  ap- 
prehensions that  the  growing  crop  would  prove  con- 
siderably deficient.  "The  root  had  been  killed,  and 
the  fine  weather,  by  promoting  the  growth  above 
ground,  showed  how  much  had  been  destroyed.  So 
extensive  and  general  had  been  this  injury,  that  on 
the  5th  of  July  the  opinion  was  entertained  that  in 
the  most  favorable  state  of  weather,  there  could  not 
be  expected  an  average  crop— and  it  is  known  that 
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England  requires  a  full  average  of  her  own  and  of 
the  Irish  growth,  to  meet  her  consumption. 

We  have  above  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  mil- 
lion of  quarters  of  wheat  (eight  millions  of  bushels) 
must  be  admitted  into  England  before  the  harvest 
What  proportion  of  this  can  be  readily  obtained 
we  are  unable  to  state  explicitly,  and  must,  for  want 
of  data,  trust  to  conjecture. 

In  London  on  the  -Ith  June,  the  amount  of  wheat 
in  bond  was  248,000  (]r9.,and  it  is  a  fair  calculation 
to  take  the  amount  in  London  as  half  that  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  This  assumption  is  founded  on 
the  fact  that  London  is  the  great  market  both  ol 
corn  and  capital — is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the 
island,  and  is  contiguous  to  the  continent.  We  find, 
liowever,  on  recurrence  to  the  "Corn  Reporter"  of 
July  the  2d,  that  the  olTicial  return  for  the  whole 
kingdom  gives  627,23:J  qrs.  or  4,217,664  bushels. 
But  Holland  is  also  a  competitor  with  England  for 
wheat,  and  at  Rotterdam  on  the  251h  of  Juno,  it  is 
remarked  that  the  duty  on  bonded  wheat  introduced 
for  home  consumption,  was  reduced  to  one  shilling, 
the  minimum  of  duty  for  wheat  admitted  for  do- 
mestic use.  This  fact  has  an  important  bearing  up- 
on the  subject,  because  it  shows  that  there  is  a  scar- 
city of,  and  of  course  a  demand  for,  corn  in  that 
market. 

We  have  above  referred  to  the  fuct,  that  the  con- 
tine»tal  grain  fields  were  not  promising,  and  we  may 
add,  that  the  stock  of  old  wheat,  both  in  England 
and  on  the  continent,  is  far  less  than  has  been"  held 
for  many  years  previous.  Of  course,  then,  the  de- 
mand in  Holland,  is  well  as  in  England,  is  to  be 
made  upon  a  reduced  stock,  and  it  would  seem  that 
English  grain  dealers  regard  the  subject  in  this 
light;  because  while  they  speak  favorably  of  the 
weather  in  relation  to  the  grain  fields,  they  at  the 
same  time  remark  that  "the  duty  on  loheat  from 
foreign  ports  is  reduced  one  shilling  per  quarter  this 
week" — a  necessary  consequence,  of  course,  of  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  wheat;  and  that  rise  in  England 
shows  that  the  landed  interests  have  not  the  wheat 
wherewith  to  keep  down  the  price,  and  thus  pre- 
vent a  glut  of  the  market  by  tlie  introduction  of 
foreign  whe.it  into  England;  though  it  would  seem 
that  the  surplus  on  the  continent  is  so  small,  that  if 
any  considerable  portion  was  sent  tn  England,  tiiat 
is,  if  an  over  drain  of  the  continental  ports  were  to 
be  made,  the  prices  in  England  would  become  de- 
pressed, and  the  bonded  wheat  must  return  to  the 
ports  whence  it  came,  to  supply  the  want  caused 
by  its  own  shipment. 

The  fluctuations  in  prices  of  bonded  wheat  un- 
known, are  not  always  significant  of  quantities 
brought  to,  or  taken  out  of,  market.  Much  wheat 
is  held  on  speculation,  and  the  prices  ol  that  must 
always  be  affected  by  the  money  wants  of  the  holder, 
who  will  rather  force  a  portion  of  his  speculation 
upon  the  market  at  a  reduced  price,  than  to  suffer 
for  want  of  the  money  investeil  therein — hence  we 
repeat,  that  flucluationsallord  no  criterion  to  judge 
of  the  wants  for  consumption. 

We  would  add  that  our  remarks  are  not  founded 
upon  the  supposition  of  a  failure  of  tlie  English  and 
continental  crops — we  believe  that  both  will  be  less 
than  an  average,  and  the  want  of  stock  remaining 
over  from  last  harvest,  vrill  produce  the  demands 
which  we  have  anticipated;  and  as  the  continental 
crops  cannot  supply  the  demand  of  England  before 
the  harvest,  we  may  suppose  that  she  must  look 
elsewhere. 

Should  our  anticipations  prove  correct,  and  tlie 
demand  for  flour  in  Enj;land  and  Holland  more  than 
exhaust  the  supplies  of  the  continent,  it  will  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course,  that  tlie  surplus  of  the  largo 
harvest  of  this  country  will  go  towards  making  a 
balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  in  ditfercnt  parts  of 
the  world.  The  demand  in  Enjiand,  and  the  want 
of  abilities  to  supply  in  the  continent,  will  leave 
open  to  our  merchants  the  West  India  and  South 
American  markets;  and  we  may  add,  that  while 
there  has  been  a  diminution  of  supplies  in  Canada, 
there  has  been  a  largi  accession  to  the  means  of 
consumption,  so  that  the  flour  of  the  western  part 
of  New  York  will  probably  find  a  ready  market  on 
(he  British  side  of  the  lake. 

From  the  view  of  circumstances  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  pidicious 
course  on  the  part  of  our  merchant,  and  a  let  ns  alone 
(laissez  nous  faire)  course  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, will  with  existing  means  at  home,  and 
certain  want  abroad,  place  our  commercial  relations 
in  a  most  enviable  position,  rewarding  the  producer 
for  his  toil,  and  the  merchant  for  his  enlcrprize  and 
risk,  of  paying  off  and  giving  to  the  government  in 
due  time  the  means  off  its  newly  created  responsi- 
bilities, while  at  the  same  time  it  sees  the  people 
enjoying  prosperity,  as  the  fruits  of  commercial  in- 
tegrity and  honest  industry. 

We  are  not  unmindful  while  we  speak  of  grain 
as  entering  info  the  means  of  our  national  prosperi- 


ty, that  there  is  a  mutual  dependence  among  the 
great  staples  of  our  country,  and  that  our  foreign 
and  commercial  relations,  especially  those  with 
Great  Britain,  archest  sustained  by  an  average  pio- 
duce  and  demand  for  them  all  abroad.     [A'.  I',  i'xp. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN,  OK  OHIO, 

On  the  bill  making  a/ijiroprialioiisfor  liaibors,  and  in 
rephj  III  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohio,  delivered  in  the  house 
of  representatircx,  t<atHrda>j  July,  7,  1S38. 
Mr.  Duncan  addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportu- 
nily  to  make  some  remarks  in   relation  to  the  finan- 
cial policy  adopted,  and  so  far  pursued,  by  this  and 
the  late  administration.    The  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration has  been  amended  in  the  senate,   by  stri- 
king out  the  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the   improvement  of  the   Cumberland  river 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Williams] 
says  that  this  amendment  was  made  in  a  certain 
quarter  (meaning  the  senate)  for  a  certain  purpose, 
(I  suppose  lo  punish  the  people  of  Kentucky  for  not 
being  more  democratic,)  and  to  affect  a  certain  indi- 
vidual, [Mr.  Clay.]  This  may  all  be,  if  we  are 
prepared  to  suppose  that  grave  senators  could  so  far 
Ibrget  their  high  stations  as  to  make  such  paltry  con- 
siderations an  object  of  action  in  the  discharge  of 
their  high  functions  and  sacred  duties.  But  I  think 
we  may  find  another  reason  for  this  judicious  and 
laudable  amendment — a  reason  that  lins  its  founda- 
tion in  patriotism  and  economy.  Tha  h»wl  of  ex- 
travagant profligacy  and  bankruptcy  has  never  been 
out  of  our  ears  since  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
^on  until  this  time,  and  it  will  continue  with  the 
pssion.  Yes,  sir,  that  howl  has  cost  the  people 
lore  money  than  would  redeem  the  treasury  notes 
now  in  circulation,  which  constitute  our  present  na- 
tional debt.  I  say  it  was  a  regard  for  economy,  and 
sire  to  confine  the  appropriations  within  the 
probable  estimates  for  the  year,  that  induced  the  sc- 
ale to  make  the  amendment  in  question. 
Sir,  what  base  and  sickening  inconsistency  do  we 
witness  here  every  day:  a  charge  constantly  kept  up 
that  the  government  is  bankrupt,  and  the  best  pros- 
pects of  the  country  ruined,  by  a  profligate  admin- 
isliation;  when  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  and  the  jour- 
nals show  it,  that  every  measure  of  extravagance 
and  ))rofligacy  is  brought  forward,  sustained,  and 
carried  through  to  a  law,  by  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  administration,  and  who  are  constantly  de- 
nouncing it  for  its  profligacy. 

It  seems,  from  the  profligate  and  reckless  course 
of  the  opposition  in  worthless  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, that  bankruptcy  of  the  government  is 
one  of  the  means  by  which  this  administration  is  lo 
be  brought  into  disrepute  with  the  people,  and  finally 
overthrown.  Whenever  there  is  an  attempt  made 
at  reibriD,  it  is  denounced  as  demagogueical.  When- 
ever there  is  an  attempt  made  at  economy  and  pru- 
dence in  public  expenditures,  the  whole  pack  of  op- 
positionists who  may  have  the  most  remote  local  in- 
terest, raise  the  howl  that  this  attempt  at  economy  is 
made  for  parly  purposes — to  affect  a  certain  state — 
to  artect  certain  individuals— and  to  effect  certain 
purposes.  Yes,  sir,  although  economy  dwells  on  the 
lips  of  a  certain  part}-,  extravagance  has  its  home  in 
their  hearts.  For  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  I  refer 
you  to  the  examination  of  the  journals  of  the  last 
six  or  eight  years;  where  on  all  appropriations  made 
that  savor  of  extravagance,  there  will  be  found  a 
large  majority  of  the  names  of  those  opposed  to  this 
and  tlie  last  administration  in  favor  of  such  mea- 
sures, and  the'names  of  a  large  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers friendly  to  those  administrations  will  be  found 
to  he  recordeda  against  them. 

Sir,  I  hold  up  the  journals  which  contain  the  evi- 
dences of  what  I  say.  I  only  ask  investigation. 
Among  the  vast  number  of  unwarrantable  appro- 
priations, which  I  have  not  time  to  notice  specially, 
I  ask  your  attention  to  one,  only  distinguished  from 
the  rest  by  the  size  of  the  sum.  It  is  the  appropria- 
tion made  in  the  session  of  1835  and  1836,  for  liqui- 
dating the  debt  due  from  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  Holland,  and  for  carrying  out  certain  improve- 
ments for  which  that  loan  was  made.  This  entire 
appropriation  amounted,  I  think,  to  one  and  a  half 
millions.  But  let  us  inquire  for  what  purposes  this 
money  was  applieil.  It  was  applied  fiist  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  through  the  suburbs  of  your  city, 
(Washington,)  which  needs  a  canal  about  as  much 
as  a  cart  wants  a  third  wherl.  The  south  side  of  the 
south  wing  of  this  capitol  faces  the  whole  line  of  that 
canal.  It  is  in  view  of  every  one  who  looks  out  of 
one  of  the  south  windows.  I  have  been  looking  out 
for  seven  months,  and  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  boat 
disluib  the  stillness  of  its  water.  One  is  at  a  loss  to 
know  which  to  be  most  astonished  at.  the  wicked- 
ness that  conceived  such  unpardonable  folly,  or  the 
sterility  of  the  soil  through  which  the  canal  is  exca- 
vated, or  the  poverty  and  sterility  of  the  country  for 


whose  benefit  it  is  made.  This  canal  is  of  whig 
origin.  The  next  extravagant  and  worthless  appro- 
priation of  this  money  is  for  the  construction  of  a 
turnpike  road,  made  on  the  bank  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal.  This  road  was  made  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  runs  the  extent  of  the  District.  The 
next  is  the  turn|iike  road  running  parallel  w  ith  the 
former.  1  am  unable  to  draw  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  folly  involved  in  the  construction  of  each 
of  those  roacls.  The  existence  of  the  one  com- 
pletely supersedes  the  necessity  of  tlie  other,  and 
both  of  but  little  use.  The  hill  road  seems  to  have 
been  made  to  display  the  power  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  prostrate  hills  and  fill  up  hollows.  I  oc- 
casionally ride  out  in  the  evening  for  e.xercise.  My 
rides  have,  some  six  or  seven  times,  been  on  these 
roads.  1  generally  go  out  the  bottom  road  and  re- 
turn the  hill  road.  1  have  once  seen  a  shackling 
wagon  drawn  by  two  mules  and  a  jack,  (Deinerara- 
team,)  so  poor  that  one  might  hang  his  hat  on  their 
hip  bones.  This  establishment  was  driven  by  a  ne- 
gro half  naked,  lame  in  one  leg  and  blind  of  one  eye. 
This,  sir,  is  a  specimen  of  the  use  made  of  what  is 
called  the  bottom  luinpike  road;  but  1  have  never 
seen  the  first  living  creature  on  the  hill  road  except 
the  horse  I  rode.  So  much  for  the  roads — useless 
roads — I  mean  those  that  have  conn:  under  my  ob- 
servation, which  have  been  made  by  the  people's 
money,  ami,  I  undertake  to  say,  in  gross  violation  of 
their  rights,  if  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

But,  sir,  the  most  profligate  and  extravagant  ap- 
propriation is  yet  to  be  presented.  It  is  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  caual 
and  aqueduct.  This  canal  is  now  under  way.  Is 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  Potomac — a  canal,  deep, 
still,  and  wide,  (being  tide  water.)  Why,  sir, 
what  will  your  people  say  when  lliey  learn  that 
half  a  million  of  their  money  has  been  ajipro- 
priated  for  the  construction  of  a  caniJ  on  the  bank  of 
the  Potomac — a  canal  constructed  by  the  Almighty, 
as  far  superior  to  your  pitiful  elibit  as  the  majestic 
steamboat  that  rides  upon  its  bosom  is  superior  to 
the  contemptible  packet  that  floats  upon  your  canal? 
But,  sir,  for  whose  beneflt  has  this  vast  appropriation 
been  made?  For  the  benefit  of  tlie  city  of  Alexan- 
diia.  It  is  almost  incredible  with  those  who  have 
seen  Alexandria  within  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
that  such  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  her— 
a  city  that  seems  to  have  the  anger  of  God  and  the 
hand  of  ruin  upon  it — now  desolation  itself,  and 
without  the  most  remote  prospect  of  ever  surviving. 
The  almost  total  abstraction  of  trade  from  her  port, 
the  barrenness  and  poverty  of  the  soil  that  surrounds 
her,  must  ever  prevent  her  from  being  revived. 
Nothing  can  save  her  from  final  prostration  and 
ruin.  In  half  a  century  from  this  time,  there  will 
hardly  be  a  standing  monument  of  art  for  the  tooth 
of  time  to  operate  upon;  and  yet  it  was  for  tlie  bene- 
fit of  these  tottering  remains  of  a  city  that  this  vast 
and  expensive  work  has  been  undertaken,  and  to 
finish  it,  must  take  much  of  the  sacred  proceeds  of 
toil  and  sweat  of  those  who  will  never  see  or  wit- 
ness the  practical  result  of  such  consummate  folly 
and  wicked  extravagance.  Sir,  you  may  draw  upon 
the  industry  of  the  people  for,  and  recover,  a  suffi- 
cient amount  to  complete  this  work;  but  there  never 
will  be  commercial  motion  enough  on  it  to  prevent 
the  sta^naton  of  its  water.  The  noble  canaf  which 
the  Almighty  has  made,  (the  Potomac,)  and  of 
which  yours  is  but  a  contemptible  imitation,  will 
for  ever  bear  the  produce  destined  for  other  places, 
(no  toll  being  to  be  paid  on  it,  but,  like  other  di- 
vine gifts,  free.)  Your  canal  will  be  the  generator 
and  birth-place  of  reptiles,  and  the  abode  of  frogs. 
It  will  be  a  putrid,  green  pool  of  pestilence;  and  its 
exhalations  will  spread  disease  and  death  over  your 
country.  These,  sir,  are  specimens  of  the  appro- 
priations that  have  emptied  your  treasury,  and  been 
part  of  the  means  that  have  made  it  necessary  for 
you  to  use  your  credit  in  the  form  of  tieasury  notes, 
to  keep  the  wheels  ol  government  in  motion;  and  I 
repeat  it,  that  these  profligate  appropriations  are 
made  at  the  instance,  and  carried  into  ruinous  prac- 
tice by  the  votes  of  the  very  party  who  are  con- 
stantly denouncing  this  ami  the  late  administration 
for  their  extravagance  and  profligacy. 

Sir,  my  object  in  discussing  this  question  i.s  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  amendment  in 
(piestioii,  and  to  sustain  the  principles  and  policy 
that  induced  it,  hut  also  to  answer  and  refute  many 
of  the  propositions  and  assertions  contained  in  a 
small  pamphlet,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  purport- 
ing to  be  a  speech  delivered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bond,  from  Ohio,]  on  a  resolution  ofl'ered  some  time 
since  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  printing. 

In  order  to  give  his  remarks  upon  that  resolution 
some  force  witli  the  democratic  party,  my  colleague 
says  thai  the  gentleman  who  oflered  it  acts  generally 
with  the  admiuistration  parly.  I  deny  that  asser- 
tion.    I   deny    that  the   gentleman   liom    Virginia, 
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[colonel  Hopkins,]  had  acted  generally  with  the  ad- 
iiiiiiistration  parly;  and  I  say  so  willioul  any  disre- 
spect to  the  gentleman,  lor  he  has  a  right  to  act  with 
whatever  party  he  pleases,  and  no  one  lias  a  right  to 
question  his  motives.  But  lair  play  is  a  jewel;  and 
my  colleague  must  represent  things  as  they  are,  not 
as  he  would  desire  to  have  them,  lor  political  etiect. 
Sir,  this  is  a  little  pamphlet,  but  it  contains  more 
federal  poison  in  a  small  way,  than  any  thing  I  ever 
saw  of  the  kind.  It  is  a  little  pamphlet,  and  its 
whole  contents  remind  me  of  minnovv-catcliing.  1 
live  near  a  river  called  the  Little  Miami,  and  into  it 
there  empties  a  creek  called  Sycamore.  I  fish  in 
the  river,  and  my  boy  catches  minnows  in  the  creek 
for  bait.  It  is  this  last  operation  that  the  contents  of 
this  little  pamphlet  remind  me  of.  It  is  a  system  of 
a  small  kind  of  fault-finding;  and  yet  I  am  told  that 
there  is  not  a  foul  stream  of  federalism  in  the  nnion, 
on  which  it  does  not  float.  Every  corrupt,  bonglit- 
up  federal  press  in  these  United  States,  I  am  told, 
has  given  it  an  insertion  in  its  columns;  and  the 
mails  have  groaned  under  the  weiglit  of  its  mnlli- 
plied  numbers,  by  tlie  franking  privilege,  ever  since 
it  made  its  appearance. 

Sir,  seeing,  on  one  occasion,  a  great  number  of 
federal  members  engaged  busily  in  franking  docu- 
ments, my  curiosity  induced  me  to  walk  round 
among  thein  to  inquire  what  documenis  they  were 
franking  for  distribution.  I  asked  one:  Mr.  Bond's 
speech;  another:  Mr  Bond's  speech;  another:  Mr. 
Bond's  speech;  another:  Mr.  Bond's  speech;  and  so 
on.  Tins  led  me  to  a  perusal  of  my  colleague's 
speech,  and  the  vast  circulation  which  was  given  to 
it,  for  political  etiect,  induced  me  to  collect  some  sta- 
tistics by  which  I  might  neutralize  any  poisonous 
effects  his  speech  might  have  on  the  political  atmos- 
phere. Those  statistics  I  have  procured,  and  have 
them  in  my  hand,  and  will  ask  that  they  may  con- 
stitute a  part  of  my  speech,  which  I  design  to  write 
out  more  fully  than  time  will  now  permit  to  deliver. 

But  to  the  speech.  My  colleague  complains 
that,  within  the  last  nine  years,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  public  officers  and  of  public  expendi- 
tures, which  he  charges  as  a  fault  of  the  party  in 
power.  It  is  their  fault,  too,  I  suppose,  that  with- 
in the  same  time,  two  new  states  have  been  added 
to  our  union,  and  several  millions  of  people  to  our 
population.  If  public  otficers  have  been  increased 
so  has  public  business,  and  in  a  much  greater  ratio 
As  a  matter  of  course,  an  increase  of  expenditures 
must  follow.  If  this  be  an  evil,  it  can  only  be 
cured  by  stopping  the  extension  of  our  settlements, 
and  the  increase  of  our  population.  There  is  a 
large  increase  of  clerks  in  the  New  York  custom- 
house; but  the  business  there  has  been  more  than 
doubled.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  of  clerks 
in  the  land  office;  but  the  business  of  that  office 
has  increased  ten-fold.  It  was  physically  impossi- 
ble that  the  president  could  sign  the  increased  num- 
ber ot  land  patents,  and  yet  it  is  made  an  offence 
to  create  another  officer  for  that  purpose.  There 
has  been  some  increase  of  clerks  in  the  war  depart- 
ment; but  the  business  in  that  department  has  been 
more  than  doubled.  The  number  of  postmasters 
has  been  doubled,  and  so  has  tlie  number  of  post 
offices,  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Would  our  new-light  bank  federal  reformers  have 
fix  or  seven  thousand  post  offices  discontinued  to 
avoid  an  increase  of  executive  officers?  Do  the 
people  want  any  such  reform!  "Would  they  shut 
up  the  land  offices,  because  to  keep  them  open  re- 
quires an  increase  of  officers?  Would  they  deny 
patents  to  purchasers  of  land,  because  it  takes  a 
lew  additional  clerks  to  make  them  out?  Shall  the 
business  of  all  the  departments  remain  undone,  be- 
cause it  requires  more  clerks  to  do  it  as  it  increases 
with  the  growth  of  our  country?  These  would  be 
reforms  worthy  oi federal  bank  reformers!  Let  the 
business  of  the  people's  government  remain  un- 
done, and  the  banks  %vill  govern  for  the  people. 

There  are  few  offices,  if  any,  in  the  country,  in 
i^vhich  the  public  business  has  not  increased  faster 
than  the  clerks  and  the  expenditure.  As  our  coun- 
try increases,  the  public  officers  and  public  expen- 
ditures must  and  will  increase.  It  is  unavoidable, 
as  every  man  knows.  It  is  as  stujiid  as  wicked  to 
complain  ot  the  party  in  power  on  account  of  this 
increase,  for  no  party  can  prevent  it  and  do  its  duty 
to  the  country.  The  only  inquiry  should  be,  whe- 
ther there  are  too  many  clerks  to  do  the  public  bu- 
siness; whether  any  of  them  spend  in  idleness  the 
time  for  which  the  people  pay.  If  so,  they  should 
be  lopped  olf.  But  no  such  thing  is  alleged.  It  is 
not  as.sertcd  that  the  clerks  who  have  been  added 
have  not  enough  to  do,  or  that  the  public  business 
could  possibly  be  done  without  them. 

These  new-light  federal-bank-rel'ormers  propose 
no  measures  to  retrench,  because  Ihoy  know  that 
iio  letrenchmeiit  can  be  made,  but  seek  only  to  fill 
the  country  with  false  impressions,  for  the  sake  of 
producing  political  results  favorable  to  the  federal 


bank  cause.  This  game  of  base  and  foul  lying,  to 
get  into  power,  is  as  old  as  Absalom,  the  son  ol  Da- 
vid, and  older  too.  My  colleague  undertakes  to  ar- 
raign certain  members  of  the  adininislration  lor 
fiavmg,  in  some  instances,  received  payment  for 
extra  services.  But  does  he  ])retend  that  any  one 
of  them  has  received  such  compensation  in  vio- 
lation of  law?  not  at  all.  He  knows  that  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  those  allowances  were  made  have 
been  repeatedly  adjudicated  upon  and  sanctioned 
by  the  supreme  court,  the  highest  judicial  tiibun:d 
in  the  country.  The  allowances,  therefore,  were  all 
lav\ful.  Is  the  princi})le  wrong?  If  gentlemen 
think  so,  why  do  they  not  bring  forth  a  proposition 
makingall  such  allowances  wn/uii/u/.'  II  they  were 
really  in  favor  of  a  reform,  or  change  in  this  re- 
spect, fhould  we  not  see  them  proving  it  by  acts, 
rather  than  by  words?  They  have  a  majority  in 
this  house,  and  have  I'ad  during  this  seven  months' 
session,  and  yet  they  have  made  no  attempt  at  re- 
form of  aijy  kind. 

Perhaps  my  colleague  may  have  thought  the  pros- 
pect discouraging;  but  he  ought  not  to  liave  stopped 
on  that  account,  he  ought  rather  to  have  followed 
the  example  of  the  gallant  colonel  Miller,  who, 
when  he  was  ordered  on  a  perilous  service  on  the 
Niagara  trontier  during  the  war  of  1812,  did  not 
say  it  was  impiacticable,  but  said  "I'll  try.  sir;"  to 
the  commanding  general.  He  did  try,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded. The  achievement  not  only  rendered  essen- 
tial service  at  that  crisis,  but  honored  his  country's 
arms,  and  elevated  his  own  fame.  I  hope  my  col- 
league will  not  be  dismayed,  because  the  under- 
taking of  reform  of  the  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plains is  perilous.  If  he  will  try  he  may  succeed, 
and  if  he  does,  he  will  render  essential  service  to 
his  country,  and  crown  himself  with  laurels  as  un- 
fading as  those  of  colonel  Miller.  But,  sir,  the  fact 
that  they  content  themselves  with  mere  clamor, 
without  attempting  to  do  any  thing  to  bring  about 
reform,  is  conclusive  that  they  do  not  believe  there 
is  any  thing  wrong  in  the  principle,  and  have  only 
one  object  in  view,  that  is  to  put  others  out  of  office 
that  they  may  get  in.  How  they  used  their  power 
over  the  public  money  while  in  office,  and  how  they 
may  be  expected  to  use  it  again,  I  will  attempt  to 
show  before  I  am  done. 

But  my  colleague  brings  a  general  charge  against 
the  party  in  power,  who,  by  their  representatives 
in  pait  (colonel  Benton,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and 
others)  had  promised  something  like  reform  (should 
they  get  into  power)  in  abuses  which  they  said  ex- 
isted, and  which  they  set  out  in  a  report  on  that 
subject,  and  which  my  colleague  has  presented  in  a 
garbled  manner  to  the  public  attention,  through  his 
speech.  Does  my  colleague  not  know  that  many 
of  the  abuses  in  that  report  complained  of,  grew  out 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  that  then  exist- 
ed got  into  office,  and  the  corrupt  manner  by  which 
they  held  the  administration  of  the  government? 
The  government  fountain  being  corrupt,  all  the 
streams  that  flowed  from  it  conveyed  abuse  and 
violation  wherever  they  reached;  and  that  by  a  re- 
formation of  the  administration,  most  of  the  abuses 
that  flowed  from  it  were  dried  up;  which, in  a  great 
degree,  superceded  the  necessity  of  further  reform. 
Some  abuses  still  remained;  they  were  reformed  in 
part,  as  I  will  show  you  belbre  I  am  done.  Some 
remain  unreformed,  and  always  will,  as  thev  Oo  in 
all  governments,  and  are  of  a  nature  like  the  cho- 
lera, incurable.  Yes,  sir,  the  people  have  made 
that  general  reformation,  by  pulling  down  an  ad- 
ministration that  had  its  origin  in  a  corrupt  bar- 
gain, and  existed  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  sacred  right  of  the  elective 
franchise. 

Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  name  some  of  the  objec- 
tions my  colleague  presents  to  the  public  against 
this  administration.  Some  of  the  praclices  wliich 
he  denounces  as  corrupt,  and  still  existing,  notwith- 
standing the  reform  the  people  were  promised;  and 
permit  me  to  compare  these  practices,  that  he  is 
pleased  to  denounce  as  corrupt,  with  those  of  a 
similar  character, but  a  thousand  times  more  aggra- 
vating, as  practised  by  the  administration  of  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Adams,  which  is  urged  upon  us  as 
worthy  of  example,  and  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  the  American  people,  and  soon  to  be  revived. 

My  colleague  complains  that  the  aggregate  ex- 
penses of  the  government  far  exceeds  the  expenses 
(if  I  he  administration  of  the  dynasty  which  he  wishes 
revived. 

That  there  is  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in 
all  the  departments,  and  consequently  an  unneces- 
sary expense  incurred  to  the  government.  Such 
is  the  character  of  his  charges  against  each  of  the 
departments  of  the  government. 
■  And  now,  sir,  I  proceed  to  answer  Ihegentlpman 
on  some  of  these  charges,  and,  I  trust,  I  shall  be  not 
only  able  to  prove  many  of  these  destitute  of  founda- 
tion ill  truth,  but  that  the  gefltleman  ha?  withheld 


many  iaiporlant  truths  in  relation  to  leibrms  and 
abuses,  v\liich  it  is  due  to  this  administration  that 
the  people  should  know. 

Sir,  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  moral 
offence  of  withholding  the  truth,  where  it  may  be 
due  to  reputation  ami  character  that  it  should  be 
told,  and  telling  that  which  is  uilliilly  false.  The 
gentleman  constantly  (indirectly)  holds  up  to  view 
the  coalition  administration  (Adams  and  Clay)  as 
a  mirror,  in  which  is  to  be  seen  a  puie  administra- 
tion. I  think,  sir,  we  shall  find  some  corruptions 
charged  to  this  and  the  last  administrations,  v\hich 
will  be  found  to  have  been  praclicfd  with  impunity 
in  l/uit.  One  of  the  great  violations  of  economy 
and  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  administration 
of  generalJackson.was  sending  Mr.  Buchanan  and 
Mr.  Randolph,  severally,  as  ministers  to  Russia, 
with  a  salary  of  §9,000  per  annum,  and  an  outfit  of 
$■9,000;  that  each  of  thein  staid  but  a  year  and  a 
day,  and  then  returned.  Now,  sir,  let  us  see  il  we 
can  otiset  this  '•useless"  expenditure  of  general 
Jackson's  administration  by  one  of  a  similar  charac  • 
ter  in  the  administration  of  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay.  During  the  immaculate  dynasty  which  my 
colleague  desires  to  have  renewed,  no  less  than 
three  ministers  were  sent  to  England,  viz:  King, 
Barbour,  and  Gallalin,  with  an  annual  salary  of 
$9,000,  and  an  outfit  of  .JO, 000.  This  made  27, (ICO 
in  outfit,  besides  the  annual  salary,  which  amounted 
to  the  same.  Also,  the  son  ot  Rufus  King,  who 
was  left  secretary  of  legation,  was  left  by  his  lailier 
as  charge  d'aflaires,  who  received  an  outfit  of 
§•4,500,  although  (being  there)  he  had  not  to  fit  out 
at  all. 

Then  the  account  for  money  expended  for  keep- 
ing up  our  legation  in  England,  during  that  short 
reign  of  corruption  and  bargain,  which  only  lasted 
four  veais,  was — 

Oulfi't  for  R.  King  -  -  -     §9,000 

"      for  A.  Gallatin         -  -  -        9,000 

"      lor  J.  Barbour         -  -  •       9,000 

"      for  Mr.  King's  son,  who  never  was 

fitted  out  -  -  -        4,500 

Salary  for  do.        -  -  -  -        4,500 

"    Ministers  -  -  -      27,000 

,§63,000 
Yes,  sir,  §63,000  was  spent  during  that  administra- 
tion, to  procure  the  discharge  ol  the  diplomatic  du- 
ties of  one  single  individual.  I  think  this  will  off- 
set the  Russia  diplomatic  story.  My  colleague  had 
better  have  kept  that  story  in  the  dark,  as  his  re- 
form is  a  kind  of  one-sided  reform.  My  colleague 
says  that  the  state  department  sentMr.  Eaily  to 
Bogota  with  despatches,  and  that  he  never  deliveicd 
them,  but  received  his  pay.  Well,  sir,  this  was  a 
hard  case,  and,  taken  in  the  abstract,  smacks  of 
fraud  and  improvidence.  But  what  is  the  whole 
story?  Mr.  Early  was  sent  to  Bogota  with  de- 
spatches: when  on  the  way,  and  within  two  days 
of  St.  Thomas,  the  vessel  in  which  he  had  taken 
passage  caught  fire.  Theie  was  a  cargo  of  powder 
on  board.  The  crew  and  passengers,  amounting  to 
nineteen  in  all,  were  instantly,  to  save  their  lives, 
compelled  to  take  to  the  boats,  two  in  number. 
They  had  left  the  vessel  but  half  an  hour  when  she 
blew  up;  and  with  her  went  the  despatches.  Alter 
the  lapse  of  seventy-four  hours  without  water  or 
food,  the  famished  crew  reached  the  island  of  Hayti, 
from  whence  they  got  home  as  well  as  they  could. 
I  believe  Mr.  Early  was  paid  the  same  as  though 
he  had  delivered  the  despatches.  Perhaps  this  w'as 
wrong;  but  I  can  tell  you  something  worse  under 
the  coalition  administration. 

Mr.  Clay  (secretary  of  state,)  sent  Mr.  Pleasants 
to  Buenos  Ayres  with  despatches.  It  is  said  that 
he  found  the  crew  rather  unpleasant,  (he  being  a 
pleajant  man,)  being  principally  mechanics  and 
vvorkies,  and  not  the  white  fingered  gentry.  He 
put  the  despatches  in  the  possession  of  the  captain, 
and  he  wheeled  about  and  put  for  England,  where 
he  amused  himsell  in  high  life  a  time,  and  returned; 
for  which  Mr.  Clay  paiii  him  nineteen  hundred  and 
forty  doll.irs.  Sol  think  this  will  otiset  the  charge 
of  paving  Mr.  Early. 

So  far."  I  think  niy  colleague  has  been  unfortu- 
nate in  his  charges,  inasmuch  as  they  have  the  ef- 
fect to  call  to  ri  collection  charges  against  thedj- 
nasty  he  wishes  to  reinstate,  much  more  aggrava- 
ting and  pernicious.  This,  so  far,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  bfunderon  his  part;  but  the  worst  have  tocome 
yet.  I  thin!;  his  speech  will  he  unforlnnale  lor  his 
parly  and  his  purposes.  Another  most  important 
blunder  has  been  committed  by  my  colleague  in 
his  "few  comments  on  the  profession  and  practice 
of  Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  late  fourth  auditor,  now  post- 
master general."  He  quotes  from  certain  letters 
of  that  gentleman,  published  soon  after  he  came 
into  office,  showing  some  of  the  abuses  he  found  in 
office,  committed  by  my  colleague's  political  friends, 
and  showing,  also,   that  he  had    or  would  reform 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  11,  1838— SPEECH  OF  iMR.  DUNCAN.  OF  OHIO. 


t  I  in,  and  ailects  to  show  tliat  lie  had  not  done  so. 
I  i.'ie  of  these  extracts  is  as  I'ollows,  viz:  •■The  iii- 
tt  lest  of  the  country  demands  that  this  office  shall 
li  filled  with  men  of  busiiuss,  anil  not  with  tmbbliiig 
;i  lUticians."  Can  any  man  fay  with  truth  that  this 
(•:i]ici|ile  was  not  carried  out?  1  assert,  sir,  and 
L  .ailenge  contradiction,  that  the  fonrlli  aiulitor'sol- 
li.i>,  while  Mr.  lieridall  was  in  it,  wiis  '-filled  with 
nun  of  business,"  and  not  "with  babbling  po 
liiicians."  Mr.  Kendall  himself  was  "a  man  of 
business,"  and  neither  he  nor  his  clerks  ever  ne- 
glected their  public  duties  to  bubble  politics  with 
any  one.  When  he  went  into  th.it  ollice,  what  did 
h^  find  to  be  it.s  condition  under  the  dynasty  which 
my  colleague  is  laboring  to  restore!  Was  it  all  pu- 
rity, all  honesty,  all  industry?  No,  sir:  it  was  all 
rottenness,  all  idleness.  His  predecessor  was  one 
of  the  favorites  ol  the  Clay  p.irty;  and  Mr.  Ivendall 
soon  discovered  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the 
giossestand  most  direct  frauds  on  the  treasury,  of 
wliich  he  was  found  {;uilty  by  an  unwilling  court, 
and  more  unwilling  jury,  after  a  tremendous  party 
struggle  to  secure  him  Irom  punishment.  What 
tnanksdid  Mr.  Kendall  get  from  my  colleague  and  his 
party  for  exposing  these  frauds,  and  bringing  them 
to  merited  punishment?  Why,  sir,  he  was  abused 
tlirough  the  party  presses  as  a  conspirator  and  per- 
secutor, and  while  the  prosecution  of  the  culprit 
was  in  progress,  was  night  after  night  ii,suHed  mid 
hooted  at  uiuici  his  window.  Yes,  sir,  this  was  the 
mode  the  gentleman's  paity  undertook  to  prevent 
the  e.\posure  and  punishment  of  their  corruptions. 
Tliis  was  the  reward  they,  then,  bestowed  on  inte- 
grity and  fearlessness  in  office;  and  the  same  game 
l-js  been  ke|d  up  since,  down  to  the  speech  of  my 
rnlleague.  Xow,  I  ask,  was  it  no  reform  to  re- 
in jve  a  ptculator  upon  the  treasury?  My  colleague 
does  not  seem  to  think  so.  Why?  It  is  because  he 
bu'longed  to  his  party. 

Well,  Mr.  K'-'iidall  filled  the  fourth  auditor's  office, 
"with  men  ol'  business,"  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? Much  of  its  business  was  one,  two,  and 
t  iree  years  in  arrears,  and  in  about  a  twelve  month. 
It  was  brought  completely  up.  Did  he  obtain  or 
as!;  any  additional  force?  No,  sir.  After  the  busi- 
ness was  brought  up,  he  sullered  two  clerkships  to 
remain  vacant  for  a  long  time,  and  one  until  he  left 
the  office,  because,  having  "men  of  business"  about 
him,  he  did  not  need  the  whole  force  which  the  law 
allowed.  Moreover,  under  the  Clay  administra- 
tion, which  my  colleague  would  restore,  the  con- 
tingent appropriation  for  tlie  fourth  auditor's  oHice 
was  §1,301)  a  year;  but  Mr.  Kendall  reduced  it  to 
gl,00(t,  and  one  year  asked  for  no  appropriation  at 
all,  having  enough  surplus  of  lormer  approprialions 
on  hand  to  meet  his  wants.  Thus  the  expenditures 
of  theolfice  were  largely  reduced  by  him,  while  its 
business  was  greatly  improved.  What  credit  do 
my  colleague  and  his  friends  give  him  for  it?  They 
have  poured  on  him,  from  beginning  to  end,  a  tor- 
rent of  unceasing  abuse.  On  every  new  exposure 
of  a  defaulter  or  a  rogue,  through  his  instrumenta- 
lity, their  abuse  has  been  redoubled;  clearly  show- 
ing that  an  hone.s-;  and  fearless  public  officer  is  their 
highest  antipathy. 

While  complaining  that  the  party  in  power  have 
not  made  the  promised  reforms,  my  colleag'ie  gives 
incontestible  evidence  of  his  sincerity  by  sneering 
at  those  which  were  made.  He  even  finds  grounds 
of  attack  upon  Mr.  Kendall  for  sending  to  the  post 
olEce,  to  be  charged  with  postage,  the  letters  and 
pamphlets  fraudulently  enclosed  to  the  fourth  audi- 
tor to  evade  the  po.^t  office  laws,  and  for  discontinu- 
ing sundry  newspapers,  because  he  could  derive  no 
assistance  from  them  "in  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  navy."  Yes,  sir,  in  the  reforms 
actually  made  by  Mr.  Kendall,  as  well  as  in  those 
not  made,  the  bank  attorneys,  immaculate  and  con- 
sistent men!   find  ground  of  attaekl! 

When  Mr.  Kendall  went  into  the  fourth  auditor's 
office,  the  legal  postage  on  private  letters  received 
nnder  cover  to  the  fourth  auditor,  was  about  a  dol- 
lar a  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  $365  a  year,  and  on  the 
supposition  that  as  creat  a  number  had  gone  out 
under  his  predecessor's  frank,  the  fraud  on  the  post 
office  revenue,  through  ihat  single  office,  under  the 
Clay-'Xdams  adminstration,  was  over  .*7flO  a  year! 
Mr.  Kendall  put  an  entire  stop  to  this  abuse,  and 
what  thanks  does  he  get  from  the  bank  stipendiaries? 
They  hate  and  abuse  him  the  worse  for  it.  But. 
says  :ny  colleague,  he  franked  some  prospectuses  of 
the  Globe.  M'ell,  if  he  chose  to  send  them  to  his 
friends,  had  he  not  a  lawlul  right  to  do  so?  Did  he 
violate  any  law,  or  do  so  much  of  it  as  to  constitute 
an  abu.se?  That  is  not  pretended,  nor  can  it  be  with 
truth.  But  because  he  put  a  stop  to  violations  cf 
the  law.  and  then  exercised  his  privilege  in  cunfor- 
Diity  with  law,  the  bank  attorneys  find  an  inconsis- 
tency in  it!  I  can  tell  my  rolleajue,  upon  undoubt- 
ed authority,  that  Mr.  Kendall's  course  in  that 
jespect  is  not  changed;  that  he  uniformly  sends  to 


the  post  office  letters  for  others  enclosed  to  him,  to  i  ton  and  Stokes  entitled  to  as  much  as  they  got  from 
be  charged  with  postage,  and  sometimes  pays  it  major  Barry  by  $10l»,U(m,  v\hy  did  he  vote  lor  a 
himsell;  that  he  coveis  no  letters  with  his  frank, not  i  bill  to  give  them  more?     And  when  he  loiind  that 


trictly  his  own;  no,  not  even  those  of  his  w  ife  and 
children.  What  praise  does  he  get  from  the  bank 
attorneys  for  this  sciupuloiis  obedience  to  the  law? 
The  highest  praise— (AflV  iinccat,iii^  abuse. 

My  colleague  finds  a  vast  inconsistency  in  Mr. 
Kendall's  discontinuing  newspapeis  as  luurth  audi- 
tor, because  they  gave  him  no  assistance  "in  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  United  States  navy,"  and 
paying  lor  a  numbei  of  them  as  postmaster  general! 
Is  this  ellbrt  to  show  inconsistency  a  whit  short  of 
contemptible?     The  papers  were  not  ol  use  to  him 

n  performing  his  public  duty  as  Icnirth  auditor,  and 


moiis  sum  more  was  awaided  them,  why 
not  piopose  to  repeal  the  act,  instead  of 
:  by  and  seeing  Mr.  Kendall  compelled  to 


did  he 
standing 
pay  it? 

lliis  case  will  illustrate  the  sinccritij  and  honesty 
of  the  bank  aliorneys.  For  political  elltct,  they 
abused  major  Barry  lor  making  allowances,  then 
voted  for  a  bill  authorizing  allowunci-s  much  more 
extravagant;  and  because  Mr.  Kendall  refused  to 
pay  still  fuither  allowances,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve authorized  even  by  that  act  they  abuse  liim  lor 
withholding  liom    Stockton  and   Stokes  their  just 


therefoie  he  did  not  lake  them;  they  are  of  use  to  ]  dues!  All  this  shov\s  that  they  care  not  n  fig  w'hat 
liiin  in  performing  his  duly  as  postmaster  general,  use  is  made  of  the  public  U'oi.ey,  and  that  theironly 
and  tlierelorc  he  does  not  ilisconlinue  them.  Is  object  in  finding  lault  is,  to  impair  the  confidence 
there  any  inconsistency  in  this?  None  but  a  bank  ol  the  people  in  the  adiiLinislration.  They  see 
attorney  can  make  it  out.  While  Mr.  Kendall  was  §161, 0(10  wasted  on  Stockton  and  Stokes  with  in- 
fouith  ouditor,  he  paid  all  his  newspaper  subsciip-  dillerence,  if  not  with  joy,  and  complain  that  $3IG 
tions  oi/(  of  his  ou-n  pocket,  because  they  were  ex- ,  was  allowed  Mr.  Kendall,  to  pay  his  ex])cnscs  when 


cinsively  lor  his  private  use;  but,  as  postniast 
general,  it  is  essential  that  he  should  ha\e  not  only 
the  general  but  the  local  intelligence  from  cve'y 
quarter  of  the  country,  and  the  oiily  wonder  is  that 
he  pays  so  little  for  it. 

It  IS  natural,  sir,  for  the  bank  attornrys  to  find 
fault  with  the  part  acted  by  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  Their  client  was  destioj'- 
ed  by  that  measure,  and  the  source  of  many  a  good 
fee  dried  up.  But  here,  again,  Mr.  Kendall  is  fol- 
lowed by  misrepresentation.  "He  got  ten  dollais  a 
day,"  it  is  said,  "for  doing  this  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic"— meaning  the  bunk.  Now,  sir,  I  pronounce 
this  statement  entirely  without  foundation.  ]\'(r. 
Kendall,  under  an  appointment  from  the  sec.^taiy 
of  the  treasury,  visited  ihe  cities  of  Baltimore,  Phi- 


e  pains  to  ascertain  on  what 
;  di  iiarl 


upon  public  seivice 

Sir,  I  have  taken  son 
principles  the  post  office  cii  partmcnt  is  administered 
by  this  miich-abuseil  man.  I  understand  Ihiit  he 
went  into  it  with  a  declaration  that  he  should  try 
the  experiment  of  administering  in  a  stiict  conlor- 
mity  to  moral  principles,  and  the  laws  of  the  land; 
and,  if  convinced  of  its  impracticability,  v(ould  hold 
it  no  longer.  It  was  the  fashion  for  officers  and 
clerks  in  the  department  to  receive  presents  (iom 
contractors:  and,  when  travelling,  to  ride  free  in 
their  coaches.  Believing  that,  to'say  the  lea.st  of  it, 
these  piactices  tended  to  coriuption,  he  lorbade  the 
recejition  of  all  or  any  such  lavors  Irom  contractors 
under  penalty  ol  dismission,  and  prescribed  the 
same  rules  for  himself.     All  presents  Irom  contiac- 


ladelphia.  New  Y'ork,  and  Boston,  to  negotiate  with  torr  he  has  declined;  and  on  cvei'y  occasion  has 
the  banks,  and  spent  some  days  in  each  city.  He  refused  to  travel  free  in  their  stages,  steamboats, 
had  necessarily  to  see  much  company  at  the  hotels  |  and  cars.  Free  tickets  have  been  sent  him  fioni 
where  he  stopped,  and  those  w  ho  have  liad  occasion  ]  some  of  the  great  lines,  wliich  he  has  uniloimly  rc- 
to  take  private  parlors,  and  have  private  tables,  at  ]  turned. 

the  public  houses  in  those  cities,  where  they  neces-  ]  As  before  remarked,  this  man  does  not  cover  with 
sarily  see,  and  treat  civilly,  many  gentlemen  call-  ,  his  frank  even  the  letters  of  his  wife  and  children, 
ing  on  tbein,  know  that  the  actual  expense,  incliid-  \  but  pays  the  postage  out  of  his  ow  n  pocket;  nor 
ing  travelling,  can  scarcely  average  less  than  ten  ,  does  he  take  stationary  from  the  department  for  his 
dollars  a  day.  Mr.  Kendall  paid  all  these  expenses  own  use,  much  less  for  that  of  his  lamily,  believing 
out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  received  from  the  trea-  I  that  the  public  stationary  is  not  his  pioperty,  and 
sury  barely  enough  to  make  himself  whole.  This  ^  that  he  has  no  rightto  use  it  but  for  public  purrjcses 
is  the  whole  of  fills  mighty  alfair,  and  Ihe  sum  re-,  or  this,  I  have  the  most  conclusive  tcslimonyi 
ceived,  all  told,  was  $316  il.  How  rich  thii  man  not  coming  from  himself.  When  I  was  informed  of 
must  have  made  himself!  ;  this  fact,  although  I  was  bound  to  believe  it  myself 

My  colleague  follows  Mr.  Kendall  info  the  post'  I  did  not  know  that  others  would  believe  Mr.  Ken- 
office  depaitment,  and  makes  another  mist'ike  at  ,  dall's  honesty  was  so  scrupulous.  I  tlurefore  ad- 
the  first  jump.  "The  printed  list  of  cleiks  in  hisi  dressed  Ihe  following  note  to  his  statioi:er  of 
department,"  says  he,  "exhibits  his  father-in-law,  which  this  is  a  copy,  and  received  the  annexed 
and  two  nephews,  with  salaiies  of  $1,000,  S'1,200,    answer. 

and  $1,41)0,"  8cc.     Mr.  Kendall  has  not. and  never  Wasliint;ton  city,  D.  C.  July  1,  1838. 

had,  two  nephew 3  among  Ihe  clerks  of  his  depart-  Dear  Sir :  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inlorin  me 
ment.  But  what  if  he  had  two  nephews  in  his  de- i  where  Ihe  hon.  A.  Kendall,  postmaster  general, 
partment?  Have  they  not  as  good  a  riidit  to  be '  ]>rocures  stationary  for  the  post  office  department? 
there  as  any  body  else,  if  they  are  honest  and  com- 1  Hfrom  you,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform 
potent  to  the  duties  assigned  tliem?  I."  there  be  ,  me  from  whom  he  procures  his  private  stationaiy, 
places  of  peculiar  trust,  is  it  wrong  that  the  head  '  such  as  he  uses  for  his  private  purposes,  and  for  the 
id'  a  depaitment  should  fill  them  with  ro.en  w  hose  j  use  of  his  lamily?  If  from  you,  will  you  next  in- 
integrity  he  best  knows,  although  they  may  be  his  ;  form  me  whether  both  are  paid  out  of  the  public 
nephews  or  his  brothers?  When  abuses  and  frauds, ;  contingent  fund,  or  is  the  latter  paid  lor  out  of  his 
instead  of  the  most  honest  and  honorabl  e  discharge  |  private  means?     These  inquiries  are  not  made  from 


of  their  public  duties,  are  perpetrated  'ry  his 
tions,  it  will   be  lime  enough  to  censure  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Nothing  will  satisfy  these  bank  atloj'neys.  Ma- 
jor Barry  is  abused  for  not  keeping  every  thing 
right  in  the  post  office  department,  and  Mr.  Kendall 
is  abused  for  putting  every  thing  right.  The  com- 
mittees of  congress,  majority  and  minority,  com- 
plained of  major  Barry  for  makinpj  extravagant 
allowances  to   Stockton  and  Stokes, and  now  Mr. 


any  sinister  motives,  nor  are  their  answers  intended 
for  any  unfavorable  prejudice  to  Mr.  Kendall  or  any 
other  person. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  request  w  ill  much 
oblige  your  friend,  A.  Dvnca.v. 

John  T.  Sullivan,  esq. 


Washington  cily,  July  1,  18S3. 

ply  to  your  rote  of  this  morning,  I 

"■"'    '  pply  stationary  for  the 


Dear 

von  Id 


emark,    that    I 


Kendall  is  abused  for  not  being  willing  to  pay  them  I  post  office  department,"  which  is  charged  to  that 
allowances  a  thousand  times  more  extravagant,  department,  and  paid  lor  "out  of  the  public  contin- 
One  of  my  worthy  colleagues   [iMr.  Whittlesey]   f  |  gent   fund."     Those  articles  are   procnrerl  by  the 


believe  wrote  some  twenty- five  page 
30,000  copies  of  which  were  printed,  by  ord*  r  of  tl;e 
house,  to  prove  thai  major  Barry  h  jd  allowed  those 
contractors  some  §100,000  more  than  they  were 
entitled  to  by  law,  and  yet  voted  for  an  act  under 
color  of  which  they  have  been  allowed  $101,000 
more  under  Ihe  same  pretences,  anil  has  slood  quiet- 
ly by  and  seen  Mr.  KendoU  compelled  to  pay  it  by 
judicial  usurpation,  if  not  something  worse.  I 
should  like  to  ask  my  honorable  collnagiie  [Mr. 
Whitllesey]  a  question  or  two.  Did  he  not 
thoroughly  understand  this  case,  baling  investiga- 
ted and  written  a  long  report  about  it?     When   the 


messenger,  and  are  entered  in  a  pass-book  kept  by 
him. 

I  have  also  furnished  paper  ami  other  articles  of 
stationary  for  Mr.  Kendall's  private  use:  'These 
have  been  ordered  by  his  servant,  or  by  meirbeis 
of  his  family;  sent  to  his  private  resid.  i,ce,  and 
charged,  in  every  instance,  to  his  individual  ac- 
count. 

I  remain,  very  rcspccffully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joll.S-  T.  SVLLIVA-V. 

Hon.  Jl.  Duncan. 

I  know  that  most  men  think   Mr.   Kendall  o»'er- 


bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes  was  before  scrupulous,  and  loo  precise  on  these  points;  but  to 
the  house,  did  he  not  oIT'.t  a  long  siring  of  provisos,  |  all  such  suggestions  he  replies,  that  it  is  impossible 
which  were  adopted?  Were  not  these  provisos  so;  for  a  man  to  err  on  that  side,  and  Ihat  he  will  go 
carefully  framed  as  no',  to  touch  one  of  Ihe  claims  in  ,  out  of  office  as  conscious  of  rectitude  as  he  canic  in. 
con/roi-ersi/,  ond  be,  in  fact,  perf»clly  nugatory?  Ifi  And  has  this  rian  done  nothing  lor  the  public 
so,  what  was  the  object?     If  he  did  not  think  Stork- 1  that  he  should    thus  be  pursued  with  ncvcr-endin" 


378      NILES"  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  11,  1838— SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN,  OF  OHIO. 


abuse?  Has  he  not  been  efficient  and  faithful  in 
every  public  trust?  Could  the  duties  of  fourth  au- 
ditor be  belter  discharged  than  they  were  by  him? 
Did  he  not  bring  the  post  office  department  out  of 
deep  embarrassment  as  by  magic?  Has  he  not  al- 
most doubled  its  business  and  usefulness?  Has  he 
not,  with  great  skill,  sustained  its  credit  under  cir- 
cumstances which  shook  that  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
country,  and  of  most  business  men?     In  tine,  could 


of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city,  made  out  an  account, 
charging  half  per  cent,  commission  for  reinvesting 
these  stocks,  and  $150,000  more  which  had  been 
reinvested  in  1825.  Mr.  Hay  was  still  Mr.  South- 
ard's chief  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  $2,000  per  year;  he 
was  cut  off  by  law  fi'om  receiving  any  extra  com- 
pensation; the  service  rendered  was  properly  a  part 
of  his  regular  duty,  and  did  not  probably  occupy 
him  two  hours;  and  yet  Mr.  Southard  allowed  him 


that  department  be  managed  with  more  efficiency  ;  this  monstrous  charge  of  $3,376  S2,  and  ho  pocketed 
or  better  success?  ,  the  money.    Thus  was  this  charity  fund  for  the  sup- 


Sir,  it  is  for  his  virtues,  his  talents,  and  his  suc- 
cess, that  the  bank  stipendiaries  hate  him.  They 
know  he  will  not  corrupt,  and  cannot  be  corrupted. 
He  was  efficient  in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  desires  to  see  the  government 
independent  ofinstitutions  which, experience  proves, 
have  not  discretion  enough  to  manage  their  own 
atfairs,  and,  of  course,  not  enough  to  be  trusted  with 
the  use  or  custody  of  the  public  money.  These  are 
his  real  offences.  It  is  feared  that  his  integrity,  his 
efficiency,  and  his  success  will  give  weight  to  his 
opinions  and  his  judgment;  and  every  pretext  is 
seized  on  to  assail  him.  He  has  sent  a  few  pros- 
pectuses of  a  newspaper  to  a  few  friends;  he  has 
expressed  his  opinions  in  certain  letters  and  toasts; 
lie  takes  a  few  newspapers  to  see  what  complaints 
there  are  of  the  mails,  and  what  suggestions  of  im- 
provement; and  he  received  three  hundred  and  sI.k- 
teeu  dollars  for  his  expenses  in  negotiating  with  the 
state  banks!  Are  the.=e  his  only  crimes?  No,  sir. 
It  is  made  an  olfence  in  him  to  have  said  that  he 
could  sustain  the  credit  of  his  department  without 
the  help  of  congress!  The  treasury  department  is 
abused  because  it  wanted  help,  and'  the  post  office 
department  because  it  did  not;  as  if  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  Mr.  Kendall  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
his  department,  we  have  been  throwing  extra  allow- 
ances upon  him,  and  endeavoring  to  force  upon  him, 
in  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  revenue, 
near  500  new  mail  routes  to  be  put  in  operation. 
And  I  have  seen  men  exult  here,  under  the  impres- 
sion tli;\t  they  would  thus  embarrass  him,  that  they 
had  "got  him  up  a  tree  at  last."  It  has  even  been 
said  that  he  was  already  embarrassed;  but  this  is  so 
far  from  the  truth,  that  the  most  credulous  do  not 
believe  it.  Their  "wish  is  father  to  the  thought." 
The  committee  on  the  post  office  expenditures  con- 
tains a  majority  of  opposition  men.  If  they  find 
the  department  embarrassed,  why  do  they  not  show 
the  fact?  Do  you  think,  sir,  the  matter  would  not 
he  examined  into,  and  reported  if  there  was  the 
slightest  faith  in  the  assertion?  If  it  were  so,  we 
should  soon  know  it,  and  the  exultation  of  certain 
patriotic  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  would  know 
no  bounds.  But,  sir,  scrutiny  is  invited,  and  ma- 
lignant aspersion  defied.  Instead  of  having  treed 
their  game,  gentlemen  will  find  themselves  still 
"balking  up  the  wrong  tree." 

I  cannot  help  giving  some  very  conclusive  evi- 
dences of  the  sincerity  of  the  bank  attorneys,  in 
their  attack  upon  the  administration  in  money  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Kendall  is  abused  for  having  received  .$316 
to  refund  his  expenses,  after  performing  a  journey 
on  public  business.  Now  let  us  see  what  the  bank 
men  did  while  in  power. 

Mr.  Southard  was  secretary  of  the  navy  in  1S26, 
7,  8.  He  is  now,  I  understand,  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  party;  a  man  whom  they  specially  delight  to 
honor.  He  had  a  chief  clerk,  named  Hay;  he  was 
positively  forbidden  by  law  to  advance  the  public 
money  to  any  body  but  disbursing  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  persons  employed  in  the  naval  service, 
on  distant  stations;  yet,  though  thus  positively  for- 
bidden, Mr.  Southard  advanced  to  his  chief  clerk 
$800  of  the  public  money,  in  November  1826,  and 
sent  him  to  New  Orleans  to  look  after  the  accounts 
of  a  former  navy  agent.  He  did  nothing  there 
whatsoever,  but  get  $100  more  from  the  navy  agent; 
and  without  any  bills  rendered,  Mr.  Southard  allow- 
ed him  ,$800  for  his  expenses,  wdieii  he  was  allow- 
ing only  .$200  to  officers  of  the  navy  lor  Ihe  ex- 
)ienses  of  the  same  journey.  Would  you  believe  it, 
sir,  alter  hearing  my  colleague's  speech?  This  man, 
was  receiving  his  $2,000  salary  as  chief  clerk  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  his  absence.  In  what  case 
has  any  member  of  the  present  administration  so 
grossly  and  directly  violated  the  law? 

This  Mr.  Southard,  as  secretary  of  the  navy,  was 
also  commissioner  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  which 
was  vested  in  stocks.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1828, 
these  stocks  were  paid  off  to  the  amount  of  ,$281,- 
38 1  72,  and  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1829,  to  the 
amount  of  $243,880  17  more.  These  were  not  rein- 
vested until  February  17th,  1S29,  by  which  means 
more  than  $!),000  of  interest  was  lost.  Who  was 
using  the  money  in  the  mean  time,  is  what  I  do  not 
know.  Mr.  Hay  having  written  a  letter  or  two  on 
Ihe  suhjecl,  and  pcihaps  conferred  with  the  ca.shiei 


port  of  the  crippled  officers  and  seamen,  and  th 
families  plundered;  yes,  sir,  plundered,  by  loss  of 
interest  through  neglect,  and  cash  actually  paid  Hay, 
in  violation  of  law,  of  about  THIRTEEN  THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS;  and  yet  the  men  who  want  to 
restore  the  dynasty  who  did  this,  mouth  at  us  about 
corruption  and  abuses  which  now  exist  only  in  their 
own  corrupt  hearts.  Has  any  thing  like  this  been 
done  by  the  present  administration?  No,  sir,  it  has 
put  an  end  to  the  allowances  of  commissions  in  all 
such  cases. 

Let  us  look  a  little  further  at  the  pure  dynasty 
whom  the  reign  of  banks  is  to  restore. 

Upon  Mr.  Southard's  recommendation,  Mr. 
Adams,  in  1828,  I  believe,  appointed  one  Andrew 
Armstrong,  navy  agent  at  Lima,  in  Peru.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  instance  on  record,  in  which 
a  foreign  navy  agent  was  nominated  to  the  senate, 
that  class  of  officers  having  been  considered  special 
agents,  not  expressly  provided  for  in  the  law.'  Mr. 
Southard  then  advanced  to  Armstrong  $10,000  out 
of  the  treasury.  What  this  was  lor,  nobody  out  of 
the  secret  could  divine;  for  exchange  at  Lima  is  al- 
ways in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seemed 
ridiculous  to  send  money  to  a  country  where  money 
grows.  But  a  reason  has  been  discovered.  No 
sooner  was  the  money  got,  than  .$2,000  of  it  icns  lent 
.'.0  Mr.  Southard's  cliief  clerk  for  two  years,  withovt 
•(  nteresl,  and  was  never  repaid  by  him!  Whether  this 
:  vas  the  true  reason  for  a  departure  from  all  usage 
i  n  this  proceeding,  I  know  not.  Whether  Mr.  Arm- 
s  trong  thus  bought  his  appointment,  I  know  not. 
A  .11  I  know  is  the  fact  I  have  slated,  and  every  one 
m  list  draw  his  own  inferences. 

IVhat  an  outcry  is  kept  up,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the 
ba  nk  advocates,  upon  the  false  allegation  that  the 
ad  ministration  is  seeking,  by  the  independent  trea- 
sui  'y  plan,  to  get  the  public  money  into  their  pos- 
ses sion  forsinister  purposes?  Those  who  arc  strug- 
glin  .g  to  get  the  public  money  for  private  uses,  are 
clar  aoring  to  the  skies  against  those  who  wish  it  kept 
by  s  worn  and  bonded  officers,  subject  to  heavy  pen- 
altie  s,  for  public  purposes  only!!  Let  us  see  what 
was   the  practice  of  these  men  when  in  power. 

W  hen  Mr.  Southard  was  secretary  of  the  navy, 
he  cc  inverted  the  public  cannon  and  cannon-shot 
into  I  noncy  to  the  amount  of  .$25,000,  and  had  the 
monej''  placed  to  his  own  credit  in  the  branch  bank 
in  this  city!  But,  sir,  I  will  give  you  particulars. 
Gener:  il  Mason,  who  has  a  foundry  near  George- 
town, was  applied  to  by  some  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can aui  iorities  for  a  quantity  of  cannon;  but  he  had 
none  on  hand,  or  not  enough  to  meet  the  order.  So, 
toenabl'e  him  to  make  a  good  speculation,  Mr. 
Southai  d  lent  him  a  quantity  of  the  public  cannon 
and  shol',  and,  as  security  for  the  return  of  new 
guns  in  t  beir  place,  required  him  todeposite  $25,000, 
as  alread  y  stated.  It  was,  I  believe,  about  eighteen 
months  b  'efore  general  Mason  completed  the  de- 
liveries lf>i  replace  these  cannon,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  i  Doney  remained  at  Mr.  Southard's  credit, 
unless  he  used  it,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  do.  If 
he  did  not  use  it,  the  bank  did,  by  discounting  on  il 
as  a  depos  fte. 

Now  X  s  h'ould  like  to  know  what  law  there  was 
lor  such  a  .transaction?  I  should  like  to  know  what 
law  authori  zed  Mr.  Southard  to  lend  the  public 
property,  an  d  receive  money  into  his  own.  pocket, 
(for  that  is  t'De  amount  of  it,)  as  security  for  its  res- 
toration? It  is  in  palpable  violation  of  all  law  and 
all  propriety.  But  did  the  bank  advocates  ever 
whisper  a  wr  rd  of  censure  against  this  illegal  con- 
duct of  one  0  f  their  great  champions?  Not  a  lisp, 
.sir.  All  is  ri{  ;3it  because  a  bank  man  did  it!  The 
public  propcrl  y  or  money  may  be  lent  out  and  used 
by  banks  and  /  heir  peculiar  friends  with  perfect 
punify;  and  to  put  a  stop  to  it  is  a  humbug  and  a 
crime!  But  h  ave  the  gentlemen  found  a  case  like 
this,  in  which  any  member  of  the  present  admiiiis 
tration  has  put  $25,000  of  the  public  money  or  pro 
perty  into  his  \  socket  for  a  twelvemonth?  No,  sir. 
nothing  like  it.  If  they  could,  we  should  begin  to 
hear,  and  justly,  .too,  of  inipeachinentby  this  house. 
Yes,  sir,  any  pu  blic  officer  who  will  commit  such 
an  outrage,  oiigl  it  to  be  instantly  impeached. 

The  corruptio  Ds  and  abuses  of  the  Clay-bank  ad- 
ministration wei   e  manifold  and  glaring. 

The  same  seci  'etary  of  the  navy,  aided  Ihe  fourth 
auditor  in  fraudu  lently  drawing  thousands  from  the 
treasury,  and  aft   erward.s  attempted   to  scrrrii  him 


from  punishment  by  withholding  important  fact?, 
when  sworn  before  a  grand  jury  and  petit  juiy  to 
tell  "the  truth,  the  ichotc  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth." 

He  directed  the  fourth  auditor  to  settle  a  claim  of 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Leonard  of  New  York,  which 
was  originally  about  .$3,500,  as  stated  by  them- 
selves, but  had  been  increased  by  additional  charges, 
from  time  to  time,  until  it  was  swollen  to  upwards 
of  .$10,000,  and,  under  the  direction  so  given,  up- 
wards of  $11,000  were  allowed,  $1,000  of  which 
were  forthwith  lent  to  the  same  fourth  auditor,  and 
never  paid! 

He  violated  the  jiositive  laws  of  the  land  in  mul- 
titudes of  cases,  by  causing  moneys  to  be  expended 
lor  one  purpose,  when  they  were  appropiiated  for 
another. 

He  made  to  congress  estimates  for  the  service  of 
the  navy  department  which  were  false,  and,  year 
after  year,  .'■■pent,  for  contingencies,  nine  to  ninety 
thousand  dollars  more  than  was  appropriated;  tak- 
ing it  out  of  other  appropriations,  in  violation  of 
law,  and  concealing  the  fact  from  congress. 

He  made  use  of  a  favorite  clerk  in  the  fourth  au- 
ditors's  office,  at  a  salary  of  $1,400,  as  special  agent 
to  make  certain  payments,  and  by  commissions  and 
a  double  salary,  in  violation  of  law,  increased  hia 
compensation  to  upwards  of  $2,000  a  year  for  a 
series  of  years. 

But  the  most  obnoxious  case  remains  to  be  no- 
ticed. The  navy  agent  at  Boston  had  marie  advan- 
ces on  account  of  the  goveinment  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain,  upon  which  he  claimed  in- 
terest. That  claim,  amounting  to  .$7,679  64,  or 
thereabouts,  was  allowed  by  Smith  Thompson,  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  in  1S19,  and  passed  to  the 
agent's  credit.  The  agent  went  out  of  office  in 
1826,  and  early  in  1828,  he  made  out  an  account 
(cr  certain  alleged  omissions  in  his  former  accounts, 
going  back  to  1812,  upon  which  he  charged  interest. 
This  claim  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Southard,  who 
wrote  thus  on  the  voucher  with  his  own  hand,  viz: 

"Let  him  be  allowed  interest  upon  the  aggregate 
advance  of  .$3,899  72,  in  conformity  with  the  deci- 
sion m.ide  by  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  on  the  former 
accounts.  S.  L.  S." 

Sth  March,  1S2S. 

Accordingly  interest  was  calculated  on  the 
A'oucher  up  to  the  time  of  settlement  in  1819. 
This  shows  that  Mr.  Southard  knew  the  interest 
account  had  been  settled. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  late  navy  agent  trumped 
up  a  new  interest  account  upon  his  war  advances, 
obviously  unlbunded  and  false  in  every  particu- 
lar. This  new  claim  was  submitted  to  Mr.  South- 
ard, who  wrole  a  letter  to  the  fourth  auditor,  as 
lollows,  viz; 

Navy  department.  May  21,  1828. 

Sir:  Having  examined  the  claims  of  Amos  Bin- 
ney,  late  navy  agent  at  Boston,  as  far  as  the  pressure 
of  business  during  a  session  of  congress  will  per- 
mit, I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  justice  of  a  claim 
on  his  part  for  losses  on  treasury  notes,  &c.  But 
I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  authorize  the  allowance 
of  any  of  the  items,  except/or  interest  actually  paid 
by  him,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  settle. 

For  the  other  claims,  he  will  be  obliged  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  congress,  whcie,  I  do  not  doubt 
that  his  application  will  be  successful. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

Sam'l.  L.  SouTHARr. 

T.  JVatkins,  esq.,  fourth  auditor. 

The  auditor  took  up  the  case,  and  passed  an 
account  allowing  upwards  of  THIRTY-ONE 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for  interest,  when  all 
parties  concerned,  Mr.  Southard,  the  avditor,  and  the 
claimant,  KNEW  that  every  cent  of  just  claim 
for  interest  had  been  settled  and  paid  nine  years  be- 
fore! Yes,  sir,  Mr,  Southard  kneio  il.  I  have  given 
an  entry  of  his  on  a  voucher,  dated  Sth  of  the  pre- 
ceding March,  not  three  months  prior  to  his  letter 
to  the  auditor,  conclusively  proving  Ihalhe  knew  il!! 

But  this  is  not  all.  This  allowance  gave  Mr. 
Binney  7io  ready  money.  It  sll  went  as  a  set-off 
against  moneys  due  from  him  to  the  government, 
leaving  him  still  in  debt  over  $9,000.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  readily  paj-  his  corrupt  instrument 
in  this  and  many  other  gross  frauds  on  the  govern- 
ment. But  Mr.  Southard  was  kind  enough  to  help 
him  out.  Money  could  not  be  le<;ally  advanced  to 
him  out  of  Ihe  treasury,  because  he  was  not  a  dis- 
bursing officer,  having  been  two  years  out  of  office; 
but  law,  or  w  ant  of  law,  was  no  obstacle  in  those  . 
glorious  times,  which  my  colleague  thinks  are  soon 
to  be  restored.  So  Mr.  Southard  advanced  to  that 
man,  who  was  officially  reported  in  debt  to  the  go- 
vernment, about  $9,000,  the  comfortable  additional 
sum  of  $30,000  more  out  of  the  treasury!  Yes,  sir, 
having  allowed  a  corrupt  claim  of  more  than  $30- 
000,  he  puts  Ihe  recipient  of  his  bounty  in  cash  by 
advancing   him.  in    the   f^i-p  of  the   law,    .$30,000 
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more,  to  be  covered  by  claims  equally  froiululent 
and  corrupt;  and  it  u'as  afterwards  covered  by  his 
friend,  the  fourth  auditor,  and  the  government 
brought  in  debt  upwards  of  $40,000,  in  addition; 
but  the  accession  of  the  no-reform  administration 
of  general  Jackson,  prevented  the  consummation 
of  this  last  outrage. 

What  was  done  with  the  §30,000  thus  advanced 
ill  cash?  I  have  heard  what  became  of  a  part  of  it, 
but  I  cannot  prove  it.  So  fur,  I  have  not  spoken 
what  I  believe  merely,  but  uliiit  I  can  pme.  In 
relation  to  the  men  and  things  of  that  day,  1  believe 
manv  things  which  I  cannot  prove.  I  believe  some 
§10,000  ol  the  $30,000  advanced  by  Mr.  Southard, 
Kent  directly  to  men  in  poiicr,  or  w as  applied  to  pro- 
mote their  designs.  A  charmin!;ly  pure  adminis- 
tration that  was,  when  secretaries  put  the  public 
money  in  their  pockets,  $'25,000  at  a  lick,  and  dis- 
tributed it  gratuitously  lo  their  favorites,  or  invest- 
ments, $'30,000  at  a  timel  Can  the  impudent  as- 
sailants of  the  present  administration  justly  charge 
it  with  crimes  like  these?  Yet,  they  are  zealous  to 
thrust  out  the  men  who  have  put  a  stop  to  these 
corruptions,  and  restore  to  power  those  who  com- 
mitted them.  What  a  fourth  auditor  got  fraudu- 
lently from  the  tieasury,  secretaries  guzzled  down 
in  wines  and  meats,  and  other  luxuries  at  his  table, 
or  won  of  him  in  gaming.  The  bank  candidate 
for  the  presidency  has  been  grossly  wronged,  if  he 
did  not,  in  the  w  ay  of  brag  ami  other  games,  profit 
more  bj-  the  current  frauds  on  the  treasury,  than 
the  men  who  committed  them.  But  that  was  all 
pure  and  right,  Mr.  Speaker;  to  put  an  end  to  it  is 
710  reform:!,  for  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  ought  to  be 
put  out,  and  Mr.  Cliiy  put  in. 

And  where  now  is  the  man  who  committed,  au- 
thorized, or  winked  at,  all  these  corruptions?  Do 
you  find  any  account  of  him  in  my  colleague's 
speech?  Not  a  word,  sir.  There  is  too  much  of  a 
fellow-feeling  between  them.  Mr.  Southard,  who  j 
held  the  navy  department,  is  now  one  of  the  open-  ! 
mouthed  foes  to  executive  corruption  and  abuse; 
but,  if  report  speaks  true,  he  profits  as  much  by 
bank  abuses,  as  he  could  have  formerly  done  by 
government  abuses.  He  is  president  of  one  of  the 
gambling  bank  concerns  of  the  day,  a  particular 
adjunct  and  favorite  of  the  Biddle  hank, at  a  salary 
of  S'6,000  a  year!  He  holds  a  public  station  which 
gives  him  .g'S  per  day,  and  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
told,  receives  his  thousands  in  fees  for  practising  as 
a  lawyer  in  the  supreme  court.  He  is  paid  as  a 
bank  president,  a  legislator,  and  a  lawyer,  all  at 
the  same  time,  and  of  course,  is  absent  most  of 
his  time  from  his  public  duties,  except  when  there 
is  a  bank  question  on  hand.  There  is  no  abuse  or 
corruption  in  this.  To  be  under  pay  by  a  bank, 
while  pretending  to  serve  the  people,  is  no  otfence 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  would  pull  down  this  ad- 
ministration. But  do  you  think,  sir,  the  people, 
when  they  understand  the  game,  will  be  content  to 
be  governed  by  bank  presidents  from  New  Jersey, 
and  bank  attorneys  from  Ohio?  The  banks  pay  bet- 
ter than  the  people.  It  is  but  a  small  part  of  $'6,000 
which  a  member  of  congress  gets  from  the  people; 
but  the  banks  can  atforel  to  pay  thumping  salaries 
and  fees,  especially  to  those  wbo  are  honest  enough 
to  represent  them  in  congress  instead  of  their  con- 
stituents. One  Henry  Clay,  who  is  looked  to  as 
the  restorer  of  the  old  order  of  things,  is  known  to 
have  received  in  fees,  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  upwards  of  $17,000,  and  probably  .$20,000 
more  from  the  branches.  What  a  pure  govern- 
ment we  shall  have,  when  the  president,  heads  of 
departments,  and  a  majority  ol  congress,  shall  be 
presidents,  directors,  stockholders,  debtors,  and  at- 
torneys of  banks!  Should  not  the  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  all  other  honest  men  in  the  country, 
be  required  to  lend  a  hand  in  putting  down  the  pre- 
sent administration,  that  they  may  bring  about  so 
glorious  a  reform? 

To  bring  suspicion  on  innocent  men  is  one  of 
the  arts  used  by  villains  to  escape  detection.  Our 
bank  orators  and  stipendiaries  practice  upon  this 
principle.  Corrupt  themselves  to  the  very  core, 
they  are  eternally  bawling  corruption  against  the 
administration,  hoping  to  gain  credence  by  their 
impudence  and  their  perseverance.  The  very  men 
who  have  practised  all  sorts  of  abuse  and  corrup- 
tions at  the  expense  of  the  people  while  in  power, 
and  are  sold,  body  and  soul,  to  banks,  great  and 
small,  are  now  spending  their  money  lo  dissemi- 
nate, far  and  wide,  a  certain  speech,  knowing  it  to 
be  charged  with  false  and  libellous  imputations 
from  beginning  to  end.  To  add  the  honors  of  of- 
fice, and  the  emoluments  of  government  corrup- 
tion, to  those  of  bank  corruption,  which  they  now 
enjoy,  without  regard  to  honor,  justice,  decency  or 
truth,  is  the  great  end  and  aim  of  all  this  false 
clamor  and  mischievous  industry. 

Let  the  people  not  be  deceived.  Great  reform 
Y'as  notoriously  accomplished  by  eeneralJackscn"s 


administration,  in  expelling  from  power  the  direcl, 
prolligate,  and  felonious  plundereisof  the  treasury. 
Vet  it  is  said  there  has  been  no  reform!  and  the 
people  are  appealed  to  to  restore  the  old  order  of 
things.  Yes,  to  restore  Southard  to  the  navy  de- 
partment, and  perchance  Watkins  (o  the  fotirlli 
auditor's  office,  and  Clay,  the  head  man  of  the 
whole  corrupt  gang,  not  to  the  state  de])artincnl, 
but  to  the  presidency  de  jure,  ns  he  once  was  pres- 
ident (/('/«c(o.  And  poor  old  general  Harnson, 
having,  with  one  AVhite,  been  used  by  them  until 
they  Icel  strong,  is  to  be  laid  on  the  shelf,  and  yield 
all  honors  to  Monsieur  Brag,  the  corruptest  of  the 
corrupt.  Whether  honest  men  of  any  party  can 
be  so  deceived  as  to  relish  such  reform,  remains  to 
he  seen. 

My  colleague  has  made  an  attack  on  the  war 
department,  and  because  there  is  an  increase  of 
clerks  and  expenditures  consequent  upon  the  in- 
crease of  business  and  unavoidable  duties  to  more 
than  double  of  what  they  were  in  the  limes  of  the 
economical  administration  ol  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay,  and  has  attempted  to  impiess  the  public 
mind  that  extravagance  and  prolligacy  mark  this 
department  with  the  rest,  and  that  reform  promised 
has  been  neglected  in  relation  to  this  de]]artment. 

To  ascertain  the  facts,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, the  secretary  of  war,  and  presented  him  a 
copy  of  my  colleague's  speech,  with  a  request  that 
he  would  furnish  me  answers  to  the  allegations  and 
charges  contained  in  said  speech.  In  conformity 
with  my  request,  he  has  been  kind  enough  lo  fur- 
nish me  witli  the  following  statements.  They  are 
full  and  complete  so  far  as  they  go,  and  will  be 
satisfactory  to  all  who  hear  or  see  them.  Comment 
is  unnecessary.  Time  and  spare  have  not  permit- 
ted a  further  investigation  into  this  and  other  de- 
partments; but  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  result,  on 
further  investigation,  would  be  the  same.  I  before 
staled  that  abuses  do  exist,  always  have  existed, 
and  always  will  exist,  in  this  and  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  all  other  governments.  It  is  impossible 
that  this  vast  political  federal  fabric  can  be  con- 
ducted without  some  abuses  so  long  as  frailty  and 
depravity  exist  and  form  a  part  of  the  very  na- 
ture of  men,  by  whom  it  is  governed.  But  here 
follows  the  statement  from  the  war  department: 
Paymaster  Generates  njfice, 
Washington,  July  5,  ISUS. 

Si'r;  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to 
examine  Mr.  I3ond"s  speech,  as  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  May 
last,  and  report  how  his  statements  agree  with 
the  facts  as  they  are  known  to  exist  in  this  of- 
fice, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  state- 
men!: 

Mr.  Bond  says,  "in  1S2S,  the  paymaster  gene- 
ral employed  three  clerks,  whose  united  compen- 
sation wa's  .$3,900. 

"In  1S3S  the  salary  of  the  same  number  of 
clerks  is  .$'4,290,  besides  the   messenger's  salary." 

The  estimates  submitted   to  congress   for  those 
years,   show  that  the   sums  asked    for  the  clerks 
and  messenger  in  the  oflice  of  the  paymaster  gen- 
eral, were  as  follows: 
In  182S. — "Clerks  in  the  office  of  the 

paymaster  general  $3,900 

do  "Messenger  700 

4,C00 

In  1838. — "Clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  paymaster  general   $6,100 

Difference  between  the  two  years        $1,500 

Accounted  for  as  folllows: 

The  clerks  and  messenger  in  the   office  of  the 
paymaster  general  are  appointed  under  the  act  of 
the  20th  April,  1818,  which  provides  for,  viz: 
1  chief  clerk,  at  asalary  of  $1,700  $1,700 

1  clerk  "  1,400  1,400 

2  clerks  "  1,500  each  2,300 

3  clerks  "  1,000  each  3,000 
1  clerk  "  .'^00  800 
1  messenger           "                  700  700 

$9,900 
The  business  of  llie  ofiicG  has  not  required,  at 
all  times,  so  many  clerks,  and  they  have  been  re- 
duced accordingly.  In  1S28,  but  three  were  cm- 
ployed,  and  not  all  of  these  at  the  highest  sala- 
ries. The  numerous  volunteers  and  militia,  called 
into  service  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities,  increas- 
ed the  business  so  much  as  to  make  it  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  re-employ  one  of  the  five  addi- 
tional clerks  to  which  the  ofUce  is  entitled,  and, 
in  order  to  retain  the  services  of  competent  per- 
sons, to  allow  to  those  employed  the  highest  sala- 
ries provided  by  law.  This  make  the  dilference 
in  the  estimates  for  the  two  years. 

It  is  still  competent  for  the  secretaiy  of  war, 
under  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  to  ap- 
point   for  this    offirp   three    addili^nal    tierks,  at 


$1,000  each   per   annum,  and  one  at   $800  per 
annum. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TowsoN,  P.  M.  G. 
To  the  lion.  J.  It.  Poinsetl,  secretary  of  war. 

Comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  cm- 
ployed  in  the  (juarter master  general  s  office,  in  the 
years  1828  and  1838. 

In  1828 — 3  oHiecrs;  2  clerks;  2  sergeants,  act- 
ing as  clerks;  2  sergeants,  acting  as  messengers; 
total  9. 

In  1838 — 2  officers;  6  clerks;  1  messenger;  to- 
tal 9. 

Note.  It  Hill  be  seen  that  there  is  no  increase 
in  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  quar- 
termaster general's  office,  since  1828.  The  only 
change  is  in  the  substitution  of  clerks  for  o/ii- 
cers  and  sergeants  then  employed.  During  the 
last  two  years  the  duties  of  the  oflice  have  been 
incrcaseci  fourfold. 

T.  Cnoss,  acting  Q.  G. 
(iuarlermasler  general's  office, 

Washington  city,  July  5,  1838. 

Surgeon  general's  office,  July  3,  1838. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  have 
examined  the  speech  of  Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  this  office,  and  have  the  honor  to 
report,  lliat  the  regular  salary  o(  the  clerk  employ- 
ed in  this  office  is  the  same  as  was  received  by  him 
in  1828,  viz:  .$1,150  per  annum,  lo  which  ten  per 
cent,  was  added  during  the  last  year,  by  an  act  of 
congress,  making  $1,21)5  per  annum,  and  not  $1- 
266,  as  slated  in  the  speech  referred  to;  this  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  cent,  rontinucs  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session  of  congress. 

From  the  organization  of  this  office  a  sergeant 
from  the  army  was  employed  to  perform  the  duties 
of  messenger,  until  1836,  when,  by  an  act  approved 
on  the  4th  of  July  of  that  year,  provision  was  made 
for  a  messenger  in  lieu  of  the  sergeant,  w  hose  salary 
is  .$500  per  annum,  and  to  which  20  per  cent,  was 
added  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1837,  referred  to  when  stating  the  salary  of  the 
clerk,  so  that  the  actual  difference  consists  in  pay- 
ing the  messenger  by  specific  appropriation,  in- 
stead of  his  being  paid  from  the  army  appropria- 
tion, as  was  the  case  when  the  sergeant  was  em- 
ployed. 1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  King, 
^feting  .turgeon  general. 

Hon.  J.  II.  Poinsett,  scc'y  ofxcar,  Washingiou. 

Office  of  the   Com.  Gen.  of  Sub. 
Washington,  July  3,  1838. 

Sin:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  2d  insl. 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Bond  oflhe  4th  and  5lh  May 
ult.  has,  as  far  as  regards  tliis  office,  been  examin- 
ed, and  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  that 
speech  as  published  in  the  "National  Intelligen- 
cer," it  is  asserted,  that 

In  1828,  the  subsistence  department  employed 
four  clerks,  whose  joint  compensation  %vas  .$2,950; 
and 

In  1838,  the  subsistence  deparlment  employs 
four  clerks,  whose  joint  compensation  is  .$5,880. 

In  1828,  the  number  of  clerks  permanenlly  em- 
ployed in  the  subsistence  deparlment  was   three, 
and  their  compensation  was,  thus: 
2  clerks  per  act,  26th  May,  1824  .$2,150  00 

1  clerk  per  act,  2d  March,  1827  800  00 

$'2,950  00 
1  clerk  temporarily  employed  by  permis- 
sion of  the  secretary  of  war  at  .'J25  per 
month,  300  00 

Making  $3,250  00 

At  that  period,  an  orderly  sergeant  was  emjiloy- 
ed  as  a  messenger,  who  received  his  coinpensaticn 
from  the  "pny  of  the  army." 

By  the  1st  se'ction  of  the  act  of  9lh  May,  1836, 
the  employment  of  non-coinmissioned  olficers  in 
any  of  the  offices  of  the  elepartracnt  of  war  was 
prohibited;  and  it  became  necessary  lo  ask  com- 
pensation for  a  messenger  lo  be  paid  out  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  civil  list. 

In  1838,  the  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  subsistence  office  is, 
1   principal   clerk   per   act,   3d   March, 

1.8:15, $1,600  00 

1  clerk, 1,200  00 

I     do. 1,000  00 

$3,800  00 
And  Ihe  inessengerpaiil  by  appropriation,      50e  00 

Aggregate,         -  -  $1,300  00 
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By  act  3(1  March,  1S37,  congress  added 
ten  per  centum  npoti  $2,8U0,  oi'  the 
above  salaries,  makinj;  -         -  $280  00 

And  upon  $l,5(l(),  including  the  messen- 
ger, twenty  per  cent.         -         -         -        300  00 

Malcing. $5S0  (Ml 

Which  added  to  the  above,  -  -      4,300  00 

Makes, $4,SS0  00 

Bcini;  $1,000  less  paid  to  clerks  permanently  em- 
ployed, than  stated  by  Mr.  Bond;  but  when  the  re- 
solution ol  congress  of  1st  February,  1S36,  passed, 
"authorizing  the  president  to  lurnish  rations  to 
certain  inhabitants  in  Florida;"  the  secretary  of 
war  directed  that  a  special  account  ?hould  be  kept 
in  this  office  of  the  issues  under  that  resolution; 
the  permanent  force  in  the  i.ffice  being  insntiicient 
for  that  purpose,  in  addition  to  their  other  duties, 
it  became  necessary  to  employ  a  clerk  to  attend 
especially  to  that  business,  whose  ann  lal  compen- 
saiion  was  fixed  at  $1,000,  which,  added  to  the 
other  items,  constitutes  the  amount  as  staled  in 
the  speech. 

When  the  department  was  rendered  permanent 
by  act  of  3d  March,  1835,  the  then  secretary  of 
war  thought  that  the  salary  of  the  clerks  in  this  of- 
fice, should  approximate  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
those  of  clerks  employed  in  the  civil  bureaus,  as 
he  was  particularly  aware,  that  the  salaries  previ- 
ously paid,  were  inadequate  to  the  services  render- 
ed, and  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  situations; 
but  in  every  instance  where  compensation  to  clerks 
or  messenger  in  this  office  lias  been  paid,  it  has 
been  done  invariably  under  acts  passed  by  congress 
itself,  except  in  the  two  instances  above  mentioned. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  tear. 

Indian  department. 
Assertion  No.  1 — The  business  of  Indian  affairs 
was  discharged  by  some  one  or  two  of  the  seven- 
teen clerks  erapIo3'ed  in  the  war  department. 

FiKt — In  1828,  four  clerks  were  engaged  in  the 
transaction  of  this  business — Mr.  i\lcKenney,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Kurtz  and  Mr.  Miller.  The  secre- 
tary then  conducted  a  much  larger  portion  of  the 
correspondence,  and  supervised  the  details  far 
more  estensively  than  now. 

Assertion  No.  2 — In  1S28,  there  was  one  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  who  was  paid  5:1,500  per 
annum. 

Fact — In  182S,  there  was  one  suiierintendenl  co 
nomine,  at  .81,500,  and  three  governors  of  territo- 
ries, acting  as  superintendents,  one  at  $1,500,  and 
two  at  $750.  These  allowances  were  made  by 
Mr.  Calhoun  in  1821,  1822  and  1823;  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Micliigan  in  1821;  (see  Mr.  C's  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
January  18th,  1832,  State  Papers,  1st  session  17th 
con.;ress,  vol.  6th,  Doc.  60;)  to  the  governor  of 
Arkansas  in  1822;  and  to  tlie  governor  of  Floriila 
in  1823;  (see  extract  herewith  of  letter  to  governor 
Duvall  of  October25,  1823;)  aggregate  compensa- 
tion $4,500. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Vie  seceet.\bv  of  war 
to  his  excelteno/  WiLLt-\3i  P.  Dl'v,\ll,  dated 
25//I  October,  1823. 

"Your  letter  of  (he  2d  ult.  was  duly  received. 
"Upon  a   review  of  all    the    circumstances,  the 
following-  principle  has  been  adopted  for  the  settle- 
ment of  your  claim  to  compensation  as  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  affairs  in  Florida,  to  wit: 

■'For  the  time  past  when  there  was  no  Indian 
agent  for  Florida,  an  allowance  will  he  made  to 
you,  as  superintendent,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  which  is  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation allowed  to  the  Indian  agent  now  autho- 
rized by  law. 

"Since  the  appointment  of  an  Indi.in  aient  for 
the  territory,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  above 
mentioned,  and  for  the  future,  an  allowance  will 
be  made  to  you  at  the  rate  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum,  which  is  intended  to  cover 
the  expense  for  clerk  hire,  oflice  rent,  and  all 
others  necessarily  incurnd  bv  you  in  your  inter- 
couise  with  the  Indians,  that  being  the  same 
amount  as  is  now  allowed  to  the  governor  of  the 
Arkansas  territnry,  and  is  considered  a  fair  com- 
pensatinn  loi  all  expenses  incurred  by  him  of  a 
simdar  nature." 

.Assertion  No.  3— In  1838,  we  find  four  superin- 
tendents of  Indian  affairs  with  salaries  of  $1,500 
carli. 

Fuel— In  1838,  there  is  one  superintendent  at 
,$1,500.  and  one  governor  (of  Wisconsin)  acting 
as  such,  whose  compensation  as  governor  and  su- 


perintendent is  fixed,  by  law,  at  $2,500.  Adopt- 
ing the  principle  of  division  established  this  ses- 
siori,  in  regard  to  the  governor  of  Iowa,  and  his 
pay  as  superintendent  will  be  $1,000;  aggregate 
$2,500. 

The  other  two  acting  superintendents  are  Indian 
agents,  and  receive  only  the  pay  of  agents,  as  fixed 
by  the  law  of  1834.  This  is  slated  in  a  note  in 
the  Blue  Book,  page  91,  to  which  i\Ir.  B.  evident- 
\y  had  referred. 

Assertion  No.  4 — In  1828,  there  were  twenty-one 
Indian  Agents,  (three  at  $1,800,  six  at  $1,500, 
one  at  $1,400,  five  at  $1,300,  six  at  $1,20li,  see 
State  Papers,  2d  session  20th  congress,  3d  vol.  Doc. 
117,  page  7,)  and  twenty-eight  sub-agents.  In 
1838,  ten  Indian  agents  at  $1,500,  and  fourteen 
sub-agents  at  $750. 

Fact — In  1838,  there  are  hut  eight  Indian  agents, 
exclusive  of  the  two  acting  as  superintendents, 
and  whom  Mr.  B.  has  counted  as  such. 

In  1828,  the  appropriations  for  the  superinten- 
dents and  Indian  agents  was  $31,000— In  1838  it 
is  $16,500. 

In  1828,  the  appropriation  for  sub-agents  was 
$15,100— In  1838  it  is  $13,000. 

In  1833,  the  number  of  interpreters  at  agencies  is 
eight  less  than  in  1828.  The  average  pay  of  an  in- 
terpreter in  1828  was  $100  per  annum,  (see  Blue 
Book  for  that  year,)  making  the  aggregate  com- 
pensation of  the  thirty-nine  employed  in  that  year 
$15,600.— Appropriation  in  1838,  $9,300. 

Assertion  No.  5 — In  1838  we  hear  of  a  commis- 
sioner whose  salary  is  $3,000,  and  12  clerks  and 
two  messengers,  whose  joint  compensation  is 
$19,400. 

Fact — In  1828,  governor  Cass,  and  gen.  Clark, 
at  the  invitation  of  the  secretary  of  war,  prepared 
a  report,  containing  among  other  things,  "a  code  of 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  (Indian)  de- 
partment, and  for  the  general  administration  of  its 
attairs."  This  was  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  The 
first  section  provided  for  the  appoin'meni  of  a  com- 
missioner at  $3,000;  the  second  prescribed  his  du- 
ties; the  third  related  to  the  number  of  clerks;  the 
fourth  gave  him  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  fifth 
authorized  the  employment  of  a  messenger.  These 
five  sections  are  stated  to  "contain  substantially  the 
provisions  of  a  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs*  in  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  first  session  of  the  same  congress." — (See 
State  Papers  2d  session  of  the  20th  congress,  vol.  3d, 
doc.  117,  p.  4.)  This  report  was  submitted  to  con- 
gress by  the  secretary  of  war,  "with  a  respectful 
but  earnest  recommendation." 

The  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the  In- 
dian office  is  12.  The  number  in  1828  was  4.  In 
1S30  1  was  added;  in  1831  another;  and  in  1832  a 
messenger.  In  the  latter  year,  the  business  of 
emigration  was  committed  to  the  commissary  gene- 
eral,  who  employed  5,  and  a  messenger.  In  1836, 
2  Wf  re  authorized  by  law  to  he  employed  on  the 
business  of  Indian  Reservations.  The  increase  was 
occasioned  in  1830  and  1831,  by  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  May  2Sth,  1830,  providing  for  on  exchange 
of  lands,  and  the  treaty  of  September  27th,  1830, 
with  the  Clioctaws,  according  to  the  stipulations  of 
v.liich,  their  removal  was  immediately  commenced. 
The  provisions  in  the  same  treaty,  in  that  \\ith  the 
Creeks  of  March  24,  1832,  and  "with  the  Chicka- 
saws  in  1832  and  1S34,  granting  reserves  to  indivi- 
duals and  heads  of  families,  to  the  number  of  about 
10,000,  and  which  were  the  first  provisions  of  the 
kind  to  any  extent,  authorized  in  the  judgment  of 
congress  the  employment  of  the  other  two  in  1836? 
The  whole  number  was  13. 

The  business  of  emigration  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Indian  office;  the  rnimber  of  clerks  is  12,  and 
the  number  of  messengers  is  2. 

Thus  far  for  the  Indian  department  in  the  two 
years  sjiecified,  independent  of  treaty  stipulations. 
The  expense  of  superintendents,  agents,  sub-agents 
and  interpreters,  in  1S2S,  was  $61,970;  in  1838,  it 
is  $38,800;  less  in  1338,  $23,170.  This  is  exclu- 
sive of  the  compensation  of  the  acting  superintend- 
ents, which,  as  has  been  shov^■n,  is  .$2,000  less  than 
in  1828;  making  the  entire  difference  in  lavor  of 
1838,  $25,170, ■[ 


*  So,  then,  it  appears  that  this  Indian  d.'part- 
ment,  with  its  commissioner  at  $3,000,  clerks,  and 
messengers,  was  first  proposed  by  a  wing  commit- 
tee, under  a  whig  administration,  in  the  very  year 
1828,  when  the  business  was  not  more  than  one- 
third  of  what  it  is  in  1833. 

t  There  is  also  another  consideration.  The  ap- 
propriations for  Ihe  Indian  department  proper,  in 
1823,  were  under  lour  heads  — pay  of  superintend- 
ents and  agents,  pay  of  sub-agents,  presents,  and 
contingencies.     The   amount  under  the  latter  was 


We  now  come  to  the  composition  of  the  Indian 
department  under  and  by  virtue  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions. 

Mr.  Bond,  enumerates  6  superintendents  of  emi- 
gration, 15  conduclirig  and  enrolling  agents,  2 
valuing  agents,  8  collecting  agents,  2  issuing  agents, 
16  assistant  agents,  15  physicians.  1 1  clerks,  14  in- 
terpreters, 2  conductors  of  exploring  parties. 

Remark — These  are  all  engaged  in  the  business 
of  emigration.  As  no  agents  of  either  of  these 
classes  are  stated  to  have  been  employed  in  1828,  or 
prior  thereto,  the  impression  will  naturally  be  that 
none  were  employed. 

Fact — In  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  January 
24,  1826,  were  slipulations  for  Ihe  valuation  of 
their  improvements;  for  their  removal  and  subsist- 
ence; valuing,  collecting,  enrolling,  conducting, 
and  issuing  agents  were  employed.  Tite  number 
of  each  class,  and  the  pay  ol  each,  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained without  reference  lo  tl^e  auditor's  office,  and 
a  long  examination;  the  fact  of  their  eniployment 
Is  proved  by  the  correspondence  in  the  Indian  of- 
fice. Some  appointments  of  the  same  kiiid  were 
also  made  under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of 
May  6,  1SS8. 

Rmark — The  treaty  with  the  Chocklaws  of  Sep- 
tember 27,  1830,  was  the  first  under  which  euiigia- 
took  place  extensively;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
following  year  that  it  commenced  wilh  much  vigor 
under  that  with  the  Cherokees  of  1828;  and  it  was 
in  1831  that,  for  the  first  time,  regulations  v\ere 
prescribed  which  gave  form  and  system  to  the  biisi- 
ness  of  removal.  These  provided  for  the  employ- 
ment of"  the  different  classes  of  agents  above  enu- 
merated, and  fixed  their  compensaticm.  These 
were  not  only  approved  by  the  president,  but, 
slightly  revised,  have  been  appended  to  the  reports 
from  the  Indian  office  for  the  last  jtar. 

For  the  reasonableness  of  them,  consider  the 
number  of  Imlians  lo  be  removed,  and  the  stipula- 
tions to  be  fulfilled.  Since  the  beginning  of  1828. 
sixty-four  treaties  have  been  made  witli  Indians. 
Of  these,  thirty-four  provided  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,  the  valuation  of  their  improvements, 
stock.  &c.  and  their  subsistence  for  twelve  months 
at  their  new  homes.  Living  in  difi'erent  sections 
of  the  country,  dificrent  sets  of  agents  were  neces- 
sarily employed,  the  number  in  each  case  being 
graduated  with  regard  to  the  number  of  Indians, 
and  the  amount  of  service  to  be  rendered.  For 
the  removal  of  the  larger  tribes,  a  general  superin- 
tendent was  essential  as  the  ordy  means  of  preserv- 
ing harmony  and  subordination  among  the  other 
agents,  and  among  the  Indians,  and  of  ensuring 
unity  of  action.  All  responsibility  was  devolved 
upon  him.  To  him  was  committed  the  selection, 
in  the  first  instance,  of  all  the  other  persons  to  be 
employed,  and  also  the  power  to  suspend  them 
from  duty;  and  upon  his  requisitions  alone  were 
the  disbuising  officers,  military  and  civil,  to  make 
payments.  For  this  responsibility,  and  his  various 
and  numerous  services,  $2,0(;0  will  not  be  con- 
sidered too  large  a  compensation.  The  six  named 
by  Mr.  Bond  as  in  the  service  in  1S3S,  are  general 
Smith,  superintending  the  removal  of  the  Chero- 
kees, numbering  18,000;  Maj.  Upshur,  the  remo- 
val of  the  Chickasaws,  5,500;  Colonel  Pepper,  the 
removal  of  the  Potlawatomies,  Ottowas,  and  t'hip- 
pewas,  fi.700;  Colonel  Sands,  discontinued,  and 
duly  transierred  to  Pepper.  There  are,  therefore, 
three  at  .«2,cn0,  neither  of  ul.om  will  be  in  ser- 
vice, probably,  at  the  clo.-^e  of  th.e  present  year,  as 
all  these  Indians  will  be  removed.  There  is  one 
other  at  five  dollars  a  day,  collrcting  straggling 
Choctaws  in  Mississippi,  whose  employment  is 
temporary,  and  the  sixth,  who  received  the  same 
pay,  has  been  discharged. 

Of  the  fifteen  enrolling  and  conducting  agents, 
five  are  employed  am.ong  the  Potlawatomies,  Olta- 
was,  and  Chippewas,  five  among  the  Chickasaws, 
and  five  among  the  Cherokees,  w  liose  srrvircs  «ill 
terminate  before  those  of  the  superintendents. 
The  enrolment  must  cxliiliil  Ihe  name  of  each  head 
of  a  family,  and  the  number  in  each  family,  to  be 
ascertained  by  personal  inquiries  through  the  na- 
tion, and  it  is  required  to  reaulate  tlie  issues  of  ra- 
tions on  the  route  and  payment  and  subsistence  af- 
ter their  arrival  west.  The  conductor  has  charge 
offhe  movement  of  a  parly,  directs  the  issues  of 
jiroyisinns,  the  transportation  of  the  sick,  and  of 
the  baggage,  &c.  and  is  held  accountable  lor  the 
delivery  of  the   party  to  the  agent  of  the  govern- 


$95,000,  which  was  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the 
department,  and  out  of  it  were  paid  smiths,  faimers, 
interpreters,  and  any  body  the  department  might 
choose  to  employ.  In  183"8,the  appropriations  are 
specific,  based  on  laws  and  treaties,  and  the  esti- 
mates for  which  are  minute  and  full. 
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were  told  it  «as  llicir  duty  to  briiu  the  dcliiniuctit 
they  detioiiiiccd  to  justice.  Wy  colUai^iie  .-ii.d  Ins 
"patronage"  rests  with  the  executive;  Not  by  aijy  '  accotuplice  advisers  shrunk  ironi  ir.eclins;  the  man 
act  primarily,  of  his  own.  It  is  congress  that  directs  tliey  had  charptd,  helore  a  coniiuittee  el  our  cwii 
a  treaty  to' be  made,  ratifies  it,  and  inalies  appro-  body.  Mr.  Ulair  tlien  appealed  to  this  house,  liy 
priations  to  carry  it  into  ellect.  II  tlie  executive, '  petition,  to  relVr  the  matter  to  a  comuiitlie,  and 
in  consequence,  possess  power,  it  has  been  know-  j  have  a  lull  scrutiny  of  all  his  accounts  with  the 
ingly  and  deliberately  given  by  congress.  public.     The  special  cemmitti  e  was  ordered  by  this 

It  has  been  .•■hown  that  the  expenses  of  superin-  '  house,  and  then  commenced  the  ellorl  ol'the  oppo- 
tendcnts,  agents,  and  interpreters,  is  twenty-five  sition  to  defeat,  by  indirection,  the  inquiry,  which 
thousand  dollars  less  now  than  in  182S.  And  more  |  tliey  knew  would  disgrace  the  p<  rscns  tiny  had  put 
than  that.  In  doc.  474,  house  of  representatives,  ,  Ibi ward  to  sliguiatize  llie  administiation  and  the 
first  session,  tweiity. third  congress,  page  .(6,  may  '  oliicial  paper  by  tlitir  accusations.  Onljsixweiks 
be  found  an  "organization  ol'  the  Indian  depart-  of  the  stssion  remained,  anil  the  opposition  kiiew 
ment,"  proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian  af-  i  how  dillicult  it  «ould  be,  when  all  the  business  of 
fairs,  the  expense  ol  which  is  a  fraction  more  than  I  the  session  was  huddled  into  this  na-rcw  si-ace,  to 
the  present.  This  report  was  prepared  by  ]\Ir.  take  up  a  postponed  question,  especially  in  regard 
Everett,  of  Vermont,  who  deservedly  acquired  i  to  a  petition  which  couldoidy  come  up,  by  the  lule, 
much  credit  by  it,  and  the  country  was  congratula-  on  the  Monday  of  every  alterr.ate  week.  An  hour, 
ted  on  the  relorm  and  lelrenchment  introduced  by  thcrelore,  alter  the  inquiry  had  been  ordered  by  a 
the  laws  then  passed,  and  which  were  based  upon  I  special  committee,  a  conservative  [Mr.  Hopkins, 
it.  I  of  Virginia]  moved  n  reconsider.dion.     This  hung 

The   sum   of  the  matter  is  this.     There  having  I  up  the  decision   two  weeks,  and  was.  I  am  afraid, 
been  sixty-four   treaties  made  with  Indians  since    intended  lor  that  purpose.     'Wlien  the  subject  was 
1S28,  the  states  have  been   slowly   and   gradually    again    taken  up,  every  artifice  was   rcsoited   to  for 
relieved  of  their   Indian    population.     The   tribes  '  the  purpose  ol  defeating  inquiry.     It  was  first  pro- 
have  been  settled  beyond  the  Mississippi  and  JNlis-    posed  to  refer  it  to  a  slaiding  eoii  mitlee, composed 
souri,  so  that  intercourse  with  them  is  necessarily  ,  of  cue  of  the  aeeuscrs  [Mr.  Crockett]  and  olhers, 
more   expensive   than   ever.     New    features   have    inaking  a  majority  of  opposition  members  who  liad 
been   introduced   into  treaties.     The  Indians  have  !  shown   themselves  afraid  of  the  investigation.     If 
not  been  talked  with  merely  to  get  their  lands,  been    the  ease  had  been  referred  to  the  accvsers  a*^  judges, 
ollered  for   it  only  trifling  and  temporary  aid.  and    would  not  the  whole  inquiry  have  been  smotheied, 
left  in  the  neighborhood  they  were  found  in.     Thiyjor    report   as   foul   and   erroneous  as  the  original 
have   had   assigned   to  thein  a  fertile  and  healthy  i  charges  returned  by  those  making  them:     The  ac- 
country,    and   have  been    liberally  supplied    with  ,  cusers  [Bond,  Crockett,  and  Cartel,]  exerted  them- 
ploughs,  hoes,  and  axes,  for  the  men,  and  looms  for    selves  in  this  attempt,  but  it  was  voted  dow  n  by  the 
inissioiiers  was,  as  far  back  as  ISDI,  eight  dollars    the  women;  with  mechanics  to  teach  and  work  for    house.     An  ellort   to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table, 
per  day,  from  the  time  they  left  home, 'until  they  j  them,  and  farmers  to  break  up  land  and  plant  it  '  and   so  get  rid  of  it,  was  tried  by  the  same  party  in 
returned,   and  all    necessary  expenses  wtrre  reim-    for   them,  and  teacii   them  to  do  likewise.     They 'vain.     At  last,  after  the  committee  was  ajipointed, 
•        ■  .  ~       .         .      i^^^.g  ceded  to  the  United  States  18,25(1,000  acres,  '  and  had  the  instructions  of  the  house  toinquirc  into 

for  which  the  government  has  stipulated  to  give  [the  whole  subject  of  the  public  printing,  when  it 
them  in  laud,  money,  8cc.  $72,560,056;  and  it  is 'came  I'orward  and  asked  the  ordinaiy  power  of 
e.\pected  that  all  this  should  have  been  done  at  no  sending  for  persons  and  papers  to  obtain  evidence 
increase  of  expenditure  over  that  in  1828.  j  of  the  tacts  it  was  require  J  to  report,  the  opposition 

My  colleague  has   recourse  to  the  official  state-    opposed  this,  and  moved  to  discharge  the  committee 
ments  ol  the  amount  received  by  the  Globe  office,  'altogether  from  the  duly  assigned, 
during  the  last  and  present  administration,  as  proof  j      This  failed,  and  the  committee  met  and  organiz- 
of  the  extravajance  of  the  republicans,  and  ground  I  ed  for  the  examination.     It  opened   its  sittings  al- 


inent  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  interpreters  |  tlie  frontier,  and  hardly  within  reach  of  a  white  set 
are  as  necessary  in  the  eniigialion  as  at  the  ageii- |  tleiuent.  But  how  has  it  happened  that 
cies;  their  compensation  is  highir,  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  travelling.  The  employment  of  physi- 
cians is  required  by  humanity,  and  the  experience 
with  the  earlier  emigrants  would  notjustily  the  go- 
vernment in  refusing  to  eiuploy  them,  merely  to 
avoid  the  expense.  Four  of  the  physicians  enu- 
merated by  Mr.  Bond  are  provided  for  in  treaties; 
two  i:i  that  with  the  Winnebagoes,  of  September, 
1S32,  and  two  in  that  with  the  Ottowas  and  Chip- 
pevvas,  of  Maicli  2.S,  1SS6:  in  both  the  pay  is  fixed. 
Conductois  of  exploring  parties  are  also  employed 
under  treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  Bond  says:  "U'e  find  thirty-three  commis- 
sioners and  special  agents." 

Remark.  Of  the  thirty-three,  twelve  were  em- 
jdoyed  under  resolutions  or  laws  of  congress,  di- 
recting negotiations,  or  the  examination  of  claims; 
si.x  to  execute  treaty  articles,  and  one  conducted 
an  exploring  party,  for  which  the  appropriation 
was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  alfairs  in  tlie  senate.  Of  the  remaining 
fourteen,  ten  were  employed  by  the  express  re- 
quirement of  laws  or  treaties,  two  to  execute  treaty 
articles,  one  to  conciliate  the  wild  tribes  of  the 
prairies,  and  bring  deputations  of  them  to  Wash- 
ington; and  the  last  is  the  district  attorney  in  Flori- 
da, charged  with  temporary  duty,  having  in  view 
the  removal  of  the  Apalachicoli's.  Of  the  thirty- 
three,  there  is  but  one  not  authorized  and  required 
by  resolution,  law,  or  treaty,  and  that  one  has  been 
employed  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  ivestern 
frontier.  Since  the  30th  of  September,  1837,  the 
date  of  the  report  from  which  Mr.  B.  quotes,  19  ol 
the  33  have  been  discontinued.     The  pay  of  com 


biirsed,  (see  instructions  Irom  general  Dearborn  to 
Messr.j.  Davie,  Wilkinson  and  Hawkins,  American 
State  Papers,  Indian  Ati'airs,  vol.  1,  page  650.) 

Mr.  Bond  presents  an  arr.ay  of  fifty-three  black- 
smiths, twenty  tanners,  eighteen  teachers,  five  mil- 
lers, one  surveyor,  and  five  rniscellaneous  agents. 
It  is  enough  to  say  with  regard  to  these,  that  with 
the  exception  of  one  in  the  last  class,  who  is  a 
messenger  in  the  olfice  of  the  acting  superinten 


dent  at  Detioit,  performing  duty  also  as  a  clerk,  at  j  of  suspicion  against  the  honesty  ol  the  editor.     He  [most  every  morning  at  8  o'clock,  but  not  one  ol  the 


$30  p 


Diith,  (not 


ery    extravagant    allo\" 


es  the  sum  total  of  the  amount  paid  for  jiriiitiu!;    accusing  nieiube rs  came  lorward  to  mvke  geod  their 


departments.  My  colleague  will  allow  that  i>rint-,1he  house,  and  inquire  into  the /in'rn/e  accounts  of 
ing  must  be  done  lor  the  government.  It  is  looked  i  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  he  would  examine  wit- 
upon  as  the  glory  of  our  free  government,  that  all  its  i  nesses!  How  the  committee  treatid  this  evasion, 
acts  are  exhibited  in  print,  and  lull  information  at-  \  I  am  not  informed;  [irobahly  with  silent  contempt, 
forded  to  an  enlightened  community  of  every  thing  j  But  1  am  authorized  by  Mr.  Blair  to  say  that  he  is 
done  by  its  public   agents.     This 'is  the   mediuin  [  willing  to  submit  his  privale  accounts  and  his  pri- 


through  which  the  functionaries  and  representativ 


vafe  life  to  the  closest  scrutiny.     The  bold    assail- 


of  a   people  overspreading  a  continent,  are  held  lo   ants  in  this  house  sUulkiiig  thus  from  the  summons. 


an  accountability,  stricter  than  that  which  the  peo 
pie  of  the  ancient  republics  could  command  in  a 
district   of  country,  not   greater   than  one  of  our 


the  committee  had  no  alternative  hut  to  srck  out  tes- 
timony on  the  allegations  made  before  the  repre- 
eiitalive  body,  by  interiogating  those  vvho,  from 


large  counties.     The  only  question  brought  up  by  ,lhe  nature  of  the  charges,  must  know  their  truth  or 


cp,)  they  are  all  employed  in  the  fiilfiirnent  ofj  for  congress  and  the  departments,  in  the  Globe  ol- |  charges.  At  last  the  comniiltee  addiessed  a  note 
treaty  stipulations,  and  that  when  the  treaty  does  I  fice,  hunting  through  the  terms  of  two  presidents,  to  Mr.  Crockett,  inviting  him  to  support  by  evi- 
not  fix  their  compensation,  it  is  regulated  by  the  I  at  $220,001).  I  take  it  for  granted,  having  no  op-  dence,  the  allegations  made  by  him  in  the  liou.se 
9th  section  of  the  act  of  June  30th.  1834,  organiz- !  portunily  for  the  examination  of  the  multitude  of  and  his  private  letteis.  Mr.  Crockeit  replii  d,  il  the 
iiig  the  department  of  Indian  affairs.  Every  one  '  items  of  which  it  is  made  up.  that  this  sum  may  have  investigation  was  to  be  confined  to  the  prayer  of  the 
conversant  with  Indian  relations,  knows  that,  in  j  been  disbursed  through  the  Globe  office  for  printing  petition,  lo  a  scrutiny  eiiibracing  rnly  the  accounts 
every  negotiation,  the  Indians  wish  provision  made  and  paper,  and  other  materials  necessary  to  this  .of  the  Globe  office  with  l/ie  public  depnrimn,ls  and 
lor  s'uiiths,  fanners,  and  teachers.  &c.  and  the  go-  species  of  work,  so  absolutely  indispensable  in  the  congress,  he  uovld  have  nol/ihig  lo  do  uilh  i7;  but  if 
vernment  has  always  assented,  because  such  mea-  1  proper  discharge  of  the  business  of  congress  and  the  the  committee  would  go  out  of  the  instruct  ions  of 
sures  will  conduce  to  their  civilization.  The 
amount  set  apart  for  these  purposes,  forms  a  part 
of  the  consideration  paid  for  the  lan<ls  ceded  by 
the  Indians.  If  tliese  persons  were  not  employed, 
so  much  more  money  must  have  been  paid  to  the 
Indians.  But  in  this  case,  too,  !\Ir.  Bond  leaves  it 
lo  be  inferred,  that  such  persons  were  not  in  the 
service  in  1823.  But  from  a  very  hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  reports  from  two  of  the  superlntenden- 
cies,  St.  Louis  and  .Michigan,  it  appears  that  there 
then  were  thiity  blacksmiths,  twenty-two  laborers, 
nine  fanners,  two  teachers,  three  physicians,  and 
lour  special  agents.  At)A  it  is  probable  that  most 
of  the  treaties  under  which  they  were  employed, 
are  still  in  force,  and  of  course  these  appointments 
make  a  part  of  those  enumerated  by  .Mr.  Bond. 

But,  says  Mr.  B.,  even  this  is  not  all.  The 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  says  the  list  in  the 
Blue  Book  is  not  accurate  or  complete.  lie  leaves 
room  to  aild  or  alter,     .-^nd  why  did  he  not  quote 

the  reason  assigned  by  the  commissioner? 

"It  being  required  that  the  names  of  all  the  per- 
sons employed  on  the   30tli  September  should  be 

given,  it  is   impossible  to  procure  the  returns  in 

season    for   printing   the   Register.     Besides   this, 

many  of  the  agents  neglect  to  make  returns,  and 

in  other  cases  it  is  impracticable,  from  a  variety  of 

causes,  to  obtain  the  requisite  information.     It  is 

believed  lo  be  coinpIetH  and  accurate,  so  far  as  this 

olBce  has  the  means  of  making  it  so."     Knowing 

well  the  provisions  in  the  treaties,  the  commissioner 

could  not  help  seeing  at  once  that  the  returns  did 

not  embrace  all  the  persons  in  the  service.    Taking 

only  the  treaties  marie  since  182S.   ( sixty-four  in 

number,)  he   knew  that   they    provided    for   forty 

principal  smiti  s,  while  the  list  shows  only  twenty- 
eight;  the  residue  of  the  fifiy-three  named  by  Mr. 

B.  being  assistants;  and  so  with  the  other  classes 

of  persons. 

"Here,  indeed,"  exclaims  Mr.  B.  "is  a  display  of 

patronage."     Truly  it  is  a  great  tl-ing  to  have  the 

appointment  of  a  smith  or  a  farmer  for  Indians  on 


my  cnlleagues's  display  of  the  public  printing  don 
by  the  Glooe  establishment  are,  has  it  been  done 
well;  Has  il  been  done  cheaply?  Has  it  been  done 
hnneslly?  By  bringing  together  the  labors  ol  a  great 
establishment  from  its  foundation  to  the  present 
moment,  my  colleague  [Mr.  B.]  would  insinuate  an 
accusation  of  exorbitant  charges  against  the  govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Blair  ai.d  Rives.  My 
colleague  showed  his  caution  in  thus  accusing  by 
iniiendo.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  unimpeach- 
able honesty  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  olfice, 
and  did  mJt  dare  to  make  a  single  specification 
against  them.  But  a  member  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Crockett,]  in  pursuing  the  game  of  the  oppo- 
sition in  a  private  letter,  cliargcd  that  three  or  lour 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  had 
been  paid  to  the  Globe  office  for  printing  the 
speeches  of  Messrs.  Benton  and  Calhoun  in  defence 
of  the  administration.  His  colleague,  [Mr.  Car- 
ter,] perceiving  that  this  I'xceeded  by  some  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  all  the  public  money  that  passed 
through  the  Globe  office  in  payment  for  work  done 
and  materials  purchased  for  all  the  departments  and 
congress,  came  to  the  rescue  of  his  friend  [Mr. 
Crockett]  by  declaiingthat  a  tariff  had  been  laid  on 
the  pay  ol  the  clerks  to  make  up  the  sum  paid  for 
publication.  The  moment  that  the^e  charges  ap. 
peared,  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  through  his  paper, 
challenged  an  investigation  by  a  committee  of  con- 
gress.   The  members  of  congress  who  made  them 


falsehood. 

Mr.  Crockett's  charge,  made  by  him  in  writing, 
verified  by  his  signature,  and  secretly  circulated, 
was  couched  in  these  words: 

"Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mr.  Benton's  and  Mr. 
Calhoun's  speeches,  as  I  am  informed,  ha\e  been 
printed  grahiiluiisly,  and  circulated  by  -l/ie parly' 
throughout  the  land. 

"My  opinion  is,  honestly,  that  they  are  paid  for 
nut  of  the  public  Irensiiry,  and  I  believe  il  could  be 
proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 
mind;  at  any  rate  I  should  like  to  know  how  dear 
hhiir,  'the  printer  of  the  Globe,  can  alibrd  to  print 
so  many  thousand  speeches'  for  nothing,  and  find 
hiinsell?  No  man  can  believe  it  who  is  not  as  blind 
with  parly  prejudice  as  a  snake  in  dog-days.  The 
cost  at  the  ordinary  rate  cannot,  I  think,  be  less 
than  from  3  to  $400^000. " 

.As  explainert  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Carter.]  in 
the  presence  of  the  house  and  of  .Mr.  Cre.rkelt:  and 
afterwarils  published  by  Mr.  Carter  in  the  JS'ational 
Intelligencer,  it  stood  thus: 

Sir,  my  colleague  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the 
money  was  taken  directly  from  the  treasury,  and 
applied  to  these  purposis.  hut  he  intended  to  say, 
and  does  say,  that  the  public  money  is  indirectly 
appropriated,  and  applied  to  this  specific  use.  Sir, 
are  there  no  grnunds  for  this  opinion?  If  Ihe  sala- 
ried oflicers  of  Ihe  govermr-nt  are  p;,id  extrava- 
gantly, ai:d  those  salaries  made  sufficiently  high  to 
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give  tlie  officer  a  reasonable  compensation  for  liis 
services,  after  contributing  several  liundred  dollars 
for  party  purposes— to  pay  for  these  partisan 
speeches  and  extra  Globes,  if  you  please,  which  is 
said  to  be  coerced  fiom  them  by  this  party  regula- 
tion and  discipline — I  would  ask,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  if  this  is  not  virtually  defraying  these 
exjjenses  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes?  Sir,  it  is  virtually  the  same  thing, 
just  as  much  so  as  if  the  editor  of  the  Globe  was 
directed  by  the  government  to  cause  to  be  printed 
ten  thousand  copies  of  that  paper  every  week,  and 
circulated  to  non-subscribers,  and  to  draw  his  money 
directly  from  the  treasury.  The  effect  is  the  same; 
the  government  pays  the  money  in  either  case,  and, 
in  either  point  of  view,  improperly.  Sir,  were  not 
the  salaries  of  these  officers  increased  ten  or  twenty 
per  cent,  just  before  the  last  presidential  election, 
upon  the  recommendation  and  vote  of  the  party 
that  reigned  and  ruled  in  this  house  so  triumphantly 
— increased  just  as  much  as  is  said  to  be  the  tax 
laid  and  collected  oti' those  officers  for  party  opera- 
tions?'* 

This  imputation  on  the  government  and  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  thrown  out  in  secret  letters  at  first, 
and  afterwards  promulgated  on  the  floor  of  this 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  the  stamp  of  a 
congressional  impeachment;  and  which,  as  I  have 
shown,  they  attempted  to  keep  pending  and  unre- 
futed  by  an  inquiry,  until  after  the  elections,  was 
put  down  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  The  committee 
addressed  a  note  to  all  the  departments,  in  pursuing 
the  inquiry  as  to  the  facts  put  in  issue  by  Messrs. 
Crockett  and  Carter. 

It  was  responded  to  by  all  the  departments;  every 
one  proving  that  no  change  in  the  ordinary  price  of 
printing  had  been  made  favorable  to  the  Globe  of- 
fice; but  on  the  contrary,  the  department  of  state, 
treasury  and  post  office,  point  to  particular  instances 
of  considerable  reductions.  The  clerks  of  all  the 
departments  have,  in  a  body,  given  written  testi- 
mony, signed  by  their  names,  establishing,  in  the 
most  explicit  manner,  the  utter  want  of  foundation 
in  truth  for  the  assertion  of  the  members  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Messrs.  Crockett  and  Carter,]  that  a  tariff 
had  been  imposed  on  them  to  pay  for  publications 
at  the  Globe  office.  I  select  the  shortest  replies  tis 
a  sample  of  the  whole: 

Kavy  department,  July  7,  1S38. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  the  answers  of  myself 
and  clerks,  and  that  of  the  clerks  of  the  navy  com- 
missioners' office,  to  the  queries  propounded  in  your 
letter  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  liave  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Pauldi.vg. 
Hon.  Jas.  J.  McKay, 

Chairman  select  committee,  house  of  representatives. 

District  of  Columbia,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Robert  Getty, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  said  District, 
James  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  duly  sworn,  saith: 

1.  That  he  does  not  know  of  any  instance  in 
which  the  editors  of  the  "Globe"  have  been  allowed 
for  printing  for  the  navy  department  a  compensation 
greater  than  that  usually  paid  to  other  printers  for 
printing,  similar  to  that  required  to  be  done  by  those 
editors. 

2.  That  he  does  not  know  any  instance  since  he 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  navy  department,  in 
which  printing,  not  properly  chargeable  to  the 
United  States,  according  to  law  or  the  usages  of  his 
predecessor,  has  been  ordered  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
public  fund,  cither  to  the  editors  of  the  Globe  or 
any  other  printers;  and  that  he  does  not  know  of 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  department  being 
tariffed  or  required  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for  public 
documents  or  speeches  to  be  published  at  the  office 
of  the  Globe  or  elsewhere. 

3.  That  no  change  as  to  the  mode  or  prices  in  the 
execution  of  the  printing  done  for  the  navy  depart- 
ment has  been  introduced  since  he  has  been  at  its 
head,  differing  from  that  customary  under  his  pre- 
decessors; and  further  saith  not. 

J.  K.  Padlding. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  7th  day  of  June,  18oS. 
Rob't  Getty,  J .  P. 

Nary  department,  June  7,  18.38. 
The  undersigned,  clerks  in  the  navy  department, 
respectfully  state,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  contained 
ill  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  by  the  hon.  James  J.  McKay, 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair  as  invites  a  scrutiny 
into  all  his  accounts  for  printing  for  congress  and 
the  public  offices,  that  they  have  not  "been  tariflcil 


or  required  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for  public  docu- 
ments and  speeches  to  be  published  at  the  office  of 
the  Globe,  or  elsewhere." 

(Signed)  John  Boyle, 

J.  D.  SiMMS, 

L.  B.  Hakdin, 
T.  L.  Ragsdale, 

B.   M.  VOORIIEES, 

H.  Stark, 
M.  Poor, 
A,  H.  QuiNCY, 
N.  B.  Boyle. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Washington 
city,  this  7th  day  of  June,  183S. 

(Signed)  Rob't  Getty,  J.  P. 

A  declaration  like  the  above  was  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  the  clerks  in  the  navy  commission- 
ers' office,  before  Chas.  W.  Goldsborough,  J.  P. 
and  sent  to  the  committee. 

There  are  444  clerks  in  all  the  departments.  Of 
these  a  large  majority  are  in  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ministration, and  to  the  press  which  supports  it; 
and  yet,  with  perfect  unanimity,  they  bear  unliesi- 
tating  testimony  to  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the 
charge  made  by  the  members  from  Tennessee, 
[Messrs.  Crockett  and  Carter.]  It  appears  there 
was  not  the  slightest  circumstance  to  countenance 
it — not  a  pretence  to  found  it  on.  It  was  made  on 
this  high  authority,  was  to  do  mischief  to  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  approaching  elections,  under  the 
hope  that  inquiry  might  be  balHed  during  the  rem- 
nant of  the  session,  or  that  the  committee  would 
not  be  able  to  examine  (he  whole  subject  submit- 
ted to  it;  and  that  as  it  could  not  report  in  full,  the 
evidence  would  not  come  out  in  time  to  correct 
what  I  might  call  fabrication,  until  it  had  done  its 
work  for  the  party.  To  defeat  this  iniquitous 
scheme,  I  felt  myself  called  on  to  seek  from  the 
same  quarter  the  same  evidence  which  the  com- 
mittee has  obtained,  and  I  use  it  to  put  in  a  proper 
light  before  the  country  those  who  would  abuse 
their  high  station  to  destroy  the  reputations  of  in- 
nocent men  for  party  objects. 

It  appears  from  the  official  and  verified  state- 
ments of  the  departments,  that  no  increase  of  price 
on  any  jobs  executed  for  them  by  the  Globe  office, 
has  in  any  instance  taken  place;  on  the  contrary, 
that  great  reductions  have  been  made  on  several; 
and  on  inquiry,  I  learn  that  the  printers  and  others 
who  appeared  before  the  committee,  who  measured 
the  work,  and  made  the  requisite  calculations  to 
ascertain  whether  it  had  been  well  done  by  the 
Globe  office,  and  charged  for  according  to  law, 
proved,  as  far  as  they  progressed,  that  all  was  right. 

To  enable  the  public  to  judge  of  the  excess  of 
profits,  which  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bond,]  by  his 
aggregate  of  .<l'220,000,  "would  make  the  impres- 
sion liad  been  made  by  the  Globe  office,  I  have 
obtained  from  Mr.  Rives,  who  has  the  entire  man- 
agement of  the  establishment,  the  following  state- 
ment: 

"The  prices  which  congress  pays  for  its  printing 
were  fixed  by  three  disinterested  practical  printers 
in  1819,  residing  in  different  sections  of  the  union. 
Two  weeks  after  the  Globe  office  commenced  print- 
ing for  congress,  (the  nth  December,  1S35,)  the 
wages  of  journeymen  printers  were  raised  by  the 
typographical  society  of  this  city,  10  per  cent,  on 
former  prices.  That  rate  has  continued  eversince; 
but  the  price  paid  by  congress  has  remained  un- 
altered." 

The  Globe  office  and  materials  cost  $40,n00;  the 
wear  and  tear  of  materials  is  about  $3,000  a  year; 
the  interest  on  $40,000  is  .$2,40O:  the  hands  in  the 
Globe  office  have  been  paid  in  six  years  $140,000; 
the  paper  used  in  printing  for  the  departments  and 
congress,  cost  $68,000." 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  that  the  actual  expenditure  of  the  Globe 
office,  in  connection  with  the  public  work,  is  .$268,- 
000;  a  sum  greatly  exceeding  the  amount  received 
from  the  treasury.  Yet  a  reasonable  profit  has  been 
made  upon  the  public  work,  because  an  establish- 
ment adequate  to  its  performance  in  the  intervals 
of  public  employment,  and  in  association  with  it, 
is  enabled,  by  publishing  newspapers,  speeches  for 
members  of  Congress,  jobs  lor  private  individuals, 
and  advertisements,  to  add  largely  to  its  income. 

I  now  turn  to  the  public  printing  executed  at  the 
newspaper  offices  of  the  opposition  in  this  city. 
One  would  suppose  from  the  outcry  that  they,  at 
least,  had  been  proscribed,  as  they  pretend  the  of- 
fice-holding partisans  of  federalism  have  been,  and 
were  almost  starving  for  patronage,  while  the  Glohe 
was  rioting  in  an  enormous  monopoly.  My  col- 
league—wlio  has  been  almost  petrified  with  horror 
at  the  extravagance  of  the  administrations  wdiich 
(with  the  command  of  the  departments  and  majori- 
ties in  congress)  have,  in  a  course  of  six  years,  al- 
lowed the  only  press  in  this  city  advocating  the  re- 
publican policy  to   derive  a   reasonable  profit  on 


work  and  materials  furnished  to  the  amount  of 
$220,000 — does  not  think  worth  while  to  mention 
the  trifling  amount  which  has  passed  through  the 
mills  of  the  Intelligencer  and  Telegraph  during  the 
same  six  years,  and  when  both  were  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  the  opposition.  Every  body  in  Washing- 
ton knows  (it  is  of  record)  that  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer office,  house  and  lot,  types,  presses,  pro- 
fits due  and  to  become  due,  are  deeded  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  for  facilities  granted  it  at  va- 
rious times,  amounting  to  between  ninety  and  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  prima  facie 
proof  that  it  has  been  starved  at  the  treasury  during 
the  six  years  that  the  Globe  has  rolled  in  such 
abundance.  I  have  looked  to  the  recoid,  and  find 
that  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  have 
drawn  the  following  sums  from  the  treasury  during 
the  six  years  of  long  abstinence  that  the  Globe  in- 
terfered with  its  income: 

Gales  and  Seaton  received  during  the  six  years  be- 
ginning the  1st  October,  1831,   and  ending  the 
30th  September,  1837         -         -        $432,348  18 
Duff  Green  received  -         -  363,293  94 

Together,  $795,642  12 

For  the  extra  session,  in  the  name  of 

Allen,  up   to  this  time  (7lh  July) 

Gales    and    Seaton   have    received 

for  printing  to  the  house  -  -  $120,000  CO 
In  addition  to  this,  is  an  appropria- 
tion   of  $49,000,  which    has   just 

passed,  for   the  purchase  of  Gales 

and  Seaton's   Register  of  debates, 

(volumes  made  up  from   the   pages 

of   the    Intelligencer)     and    other 

books  which  they  have  printed  and 

kept  on  hand    lor  distribution,  at 

the  expense  of  the  public,  among 

the  members.     Of  this  sum,  a  few 

job  printers  in  this  city   will   come 

in  for  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 

Gales  and  Seaton's  part  will  be   at 

least 43,000  00 

For  work  ordered  at  this  session  and 

not  yet  paid  for,  there  will  be  added 

to  the  receipts  of  Gales  and  Seaton 

(in  the  name  of  Allen)  at  least  -  15,000  00 
The  sum  total    already  voted  by  the 

present  house  to  its  printers,  is  -  178,000  CO 
If  the  next   session   of  three   months 

may  be  calculated  upon  as  the  ratio, 

(and  as  there  is  always  more   work 

done  in  the  same  space  of  time   in 

the  short  session  than  the  long  one,) 

it  is  a  fair  calculation  that  one- 
third   of  the  printing  expenditure 

already  incurred  by  fne  house,  may 

be  set  down   for  the  coming  short 

session— that  is  -  -         -  59,000  00 

The  following  results  are  shown  by  the  com- 
parison: 

1st.  The  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  will  have 
received  for  the  printing  for  one  branch  during  the 
2oth  cmtgress,  and  for  old  books  distributed  among 
the  members,  seventeen  thousand  dollars  more  than 
the  whole  amount  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Bond] 
has  drawn  together  for  work  done  by  the  Globe  es- 
tablishment for  all  the  departments,  and  for  con- 
gress, during  six  years. 

2d.  It  shows  that  the  two  leading  opposition 
presses  in  this  city  have  received  about  one  million 
dollars,  commencing  with  the  period  which  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Bond]  has  fixed  upon  as  beginning 
the  condemned  career  of  the  Globe  establishment. 

And  yet  my  colleague  sees  nothing  extraordinary 
in  the  enormous  expenditure  on  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, but  is  shocked  at  the  pampered  condition 
of  the  Globe. 

But  if  the  difference  of  amounts  received  by  the 
two  establishments  is  amazing,  the  mode  in  which 
the  Intelligencer's  receipts  have  been  so  swollen  is 
not  less  astonishing. 

Neither  branch  of  congress  has  ever  been  solici- 
ted by  the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  to  print  books 
for  distribution  among  the  members;  nor  have  any 
such  publications  been  voted  to  be  done  by  the 
Globe  office.  Only  two  works,  I  understand,  have 
passed  through  its  press — the  Diplomatic  Corres- 
pondence of  the  United  States  from  17S3  to  1789, 
and  the  Commercial  Regulations.  The  former  was 
printed  for  less  than  it  had  been  done  for  previously; 
and  the  latter,  which  had  not  been  printed  before, 
was  printed  and  bound  at  less  than  congressional 
prices. 

The  enormous  sums  which  have  swelled  (he 
bloated  receipts  of  the  Intelligencer,  are  made  up 
of  books  to  fill  the  private  libraries  of  members  of 
congress,  being  the  republication  of  old  state  pa- 
(lers  and  registers  of  debates,  containing  the  speech- 
es of  the  members  themselves.  This  system  of 
seducing  members  of  congress,  by  their  private  in- 
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tfi  i-'sts  and  personal  vanity,  to  vote  the  wagun  loads 
ol  volumes  annually  liisliibuted   IVom  the    Intelli- 
I  t'eiicei-  office,  began  before  I  came  here.     The  old 
I  fnouibers   having  obtained  their    share,   the    new 
comers  do  not  refuse  v\hat   has    been    previously 
I  printed  tor  them:  and  the  old  member.?,  as  matter  of 
i  course,  vole  it,  because,  if  they  did  not,  it  would  be 
:,  an  acknowledgment   that   they   had   taken   money 
from  the  treasury  to  make  perquisites  in  books  for 
th.  inselves  to  which  they  were  not  entitled;  and  so 
tlin  abuse  is  handed  down   from   congress   to  con- 
givss  by  the  rump  of  the   old    members,   who    are 
obliged  to  give  to  the  new  members  the  douceur  of 
books  which  they  had   previously  shared   among 
themselves.     I  voted  for  this  resolution.     I    regret 
III  it  I  done  so.  1  did  not  understonil,  at  the  lime, its 
lull  bearing,  and  the  amount  it  involved;  and  I  now 
sav,  tiiat  tiie  portion  of  the  books  which  falls  to  me, 
1,  the  projierty  of  the  government,  and   at  its   ser- 
vice, whenever  it    maybe    found   advantageous   to 
surrender  them.     The  senate  have  again  and  again 
voted  down  this  appropriation;  but  the  majority  in 
,   the  house  then  tack  it  on   some   indispensable  ap- 
propriation bill,  ami  compel  the  senate   to   vote  it, 
and  the  president  to  sign  it,  or  else  lose  the  means 
of  supporting  some   regular  establishment  of  the 
goverjiment,  and  be   compelled  to  throw   the  busi- 1 
ntss  of  the  country  into  confusion,  or  leave  it  un- 
done.    The  tbrty  odd  thousand  dollars  appropriated 
.    to  the   Intelligencer's    book   contribution,  was  re- 
jected by  the  senate  at  the  present  session,  as  here- 
tofore; but  it  was  afterwards   coupled  by  the  house 
«  ith  the  bill  "to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  tnili- 
t.iry  academy  of  the  United    States   for  the  year 
1">;;3,  and  for  other  purposes,"'  and  so   forced  upon 
the  senate  and  president.     It  is  in  this  way,  when 
the  federalists  have  a  majority  in  eitlier   branch  of 
Congress,  that  they  compel  a  democratic  adminis- 
u.ition  to  submit  to  the   appropriation  of  unneces- 
>aiy    millions,  with   which,   by    log-rolling,    they 
luail  the  bills  iudispensabh'  to  the   support  of  go- 
vernment.    Their  corrupt   appropriations  to  sub- 
sjrvo  private,  local,   and  personal  interests,  are  al- 
w.iys  tacked  to  a  bill  which  must  be  passed,  or  the 
governmejit  be  stopped. 

But  another  mode  is  adopted  by  the  federal  party 
having  the  majority  in  either  house,  to  swell  the 
expenses  against  the  wishes  of  the  ai'.ministration, 
and  then  charge  the  extravagance  to  it.  For  ex- 
ample, at  the  present  session,  the  house  printed 
inure  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  docu- 
inei.ts,  many  of  them  not  worth  the  paper  (now 
iiir.de  waste  paper,)  on  which  they  are  printed.  Of 
sort  is  a  volume   of  one   hundred   and  thirty 


printing,  they  were  not  elected  its  printers.  Allen 
was  elected  to  perform  this  confidential  trust,  al- 
though he  had  only  about  21  or  22  votes,  in  a  house 
ot  242  members.  Does  it  not  look  as  though  alter 
three  days' balloting  a  corrupt  bargain  was  made, 
under  which  it  was  arranged  that  Allen  was  to  be- 
come nominally  the  printer  to  the  house,  but  Gales 
and  Scaton  were  to  do  the  work  and  receive  the  |  of  Mexico  towards  our  citi/.eu'!,  and  its  insults  to  our 


titule  in  politics — notoriously  the  stipendiary  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — and  the  ready  instrument 
of  every  faction,  which,  in  alliance  with  that  insti- 
tution, would  contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  lie  is  an  alien,  too,  in  all  his 
ieelings.  He  was  found  the  willing  organ  of  Goios- 
li/.a  in  vindicating  the  cuiel  and  perfiilious  conduct 


pay?  A.''ler  the  caucus  was  held  which  consumma- 
ted the  infamous  agreement,  (if  such  was  the  case,) 
by  which  it  was  sti|)ulated  that  Gales  and  Seaton's 
friends  would  go  over  to  Allen  aiul  unite  with  the 
conservatives  in  his  election,  suspicions  were  ex- 
cited by  the  annonnccment  of  this  determination; 
and  several  of  the  honest  conservatives,  whose  votes 
were  necessary  to  the  success  of  Allen,  interro- 
gated him  as  to  the  supposed  intention  of  transfer- 
ring the  printing  to  Gales  ami  Ke.iton.  He  denied 
positively  that  there  existed  such  an  engagement, 
and  ])led'ged  himself  to  execute  the  printing  in  his 
own  office,  declaring  that  he  was  making  provision 
for  that  purpose.  That  he  made  the  pledge,  and 
forfeited  it,  it  is  established  by  the  statement  of  a 
member  on  this  lloor,  (Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois.) 
Their  votes  were,  in  cll'ect,  sold  to  G.iles  and  Sea- 
ton,  although  they  protested  in  advance,  against 
being  made  accessary  to  such  a  shameful  and  cor- 
rupt transaction. 

IMr.  Chairman,  a  high  public  trust,  personal  in  its 
character,  has  been  farmed  out  in  violation  of  all 
principle  and  decency,  to  individuals  to  whom  it  is 
known  a  majoiity  of  this  body,  as  well  as  their  con- 
stituents, were  unwilling  to  confide  it;  and  Allen, 
in  violation  of  another  republican  principle,  holds 
a  sinecure.  Will  any  one  hereafter  say,  Uiat  this 
house  is  to  be  trusted"  to  elect  the  chief  magistrate 
of  this  country,  when  it  is  found,  that  in  electing  a 
printer,  pecuniary  considerations,  the  bases  of  bar- 
gaining between  parties,  have  controlled  the  result. 
Another  natural  consctpience  of  this  bargaining, 
has  been  discovered  before  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  subject.  This  committee  being 
appointed  at  the  heel  of  the  session,  has  not  yet  had 
time  to  make  full  investigation,  and  report;  but  I 
feel  at  liberty  to  use  the  information  which  1  have 
derived  from  a  witness,  SHorn  before  it.  A  first 
rate  practical  printer,  called  on  by  that  committee 
to  measure  the  work  and  calculate  the  price  which 
it  was  lawful  to  charge  for  it,  and  compare  it  with 
that  which  Gales  andSeaton,  in  the  name  of  Allen, 
as  printer  to  this  house,  had  received  for  it,  found 
that  the  first  document  printed  for  this  house  at  this 
session,  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  was  fraudulently 
printed;  and  that  by  diminishi;ig  the  page,  and  usin 


tclury  of  so  many  gallant 
;  public  treasury,  and  Ihe 


-ht  na-^es     consistin-'  entirely   of  the   cancelled    types  different  from  those  authorized  by  law,  they 


drafts 'of  the  treasury  which  my  colleague  [Mr 
Bond]  called  for,  and  had  printed.  He  could  have 
had  no  motive  in  calling  for  this  but  to  make  a  fat 
job  of  rule  and  figure  work  for  Gales  and  Seaton. 
It  is  just  as  valuable  a  work  as  so  many  cancelled 
checks  drawn  on  a  bank.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  a  conservative, 
cilled  lor  the  correspondence  of  the  treasury  with 
l;:e  banks.  The  house  was  informed  that  there 
were  not  clerks  in  the  department  sulficient  to  pre- 
1  .ire  it  during  the  term  of  the  members.  It  would 
have  made  a  fat  job  of  at  least  .•^■50,000,  on  which 
the  gentleman's  iiiend,  Mr,  Allen,  would  have  had 
a  per  centage,  and  Gales  and  Seaton  their  profits, 
Anotlier  call  was  made  by  him  for  all  the  documents 
i:.  regard  to  the  defaulters  to  the  treasury;  and  this 
uimid  have  been  to  copy  and  print  the  papers  of 
111.'  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  out  and 
I'lit.  This  would,  besides  the  expense  of  copying, 
1  -t  at  least  $.50,000  more  for  printing.  It  was 
fund  there  were  not  clerks  enough  to  make  the 
copies,  and  Mr.  Garland  moved  a  resolution  to  an- 
tl.uize  new  apjiointmenfs  for  this  purpose,  but  it 
f-iiled.  This  shows  what  the  conservatives  and 
whigs  ivoiild  have  done,  by  way  of  bringing  grist  to 
Gales  and  Seaton's  press',  to  afibrd  vast  profits  to 
tliem,  and  increase  the  percentage  of  Allen.  What 
they  have  done  appears  from  the  gross  sum  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  extra 
and  present  session  of  the  house  printing,  with  an 
arrear  of  fillcen  thousand  dollars  yet  to  be  received 
for  it,  with  forty-three  thousand  dollars  for  books; 
and  at  least  fifty-nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  realiz- 
ed, at  the  same  rate,  for  the  approaching  session, 
showing  an  agjregate  of  TWO  HUNDRED  and 
THIRTY-SEVEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for 
one  branch  of  congress  for  one  congressional  term; 
whereas  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  have  received, 
during  the  six'  years  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bond,] 
lias  scanned  their  printing,  only  one  hundred  and 
six  thousand  dollars  for  congress  printing  and  ma- 
terials, and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  from 
all  the  departments,  for  the  same  time. 

But  the  most  scandalous  part  of  this  history  of 
the  printing  of  the  house  is   yet  to  be  told.     Al 
though  Gales  and  Seaton  receive  all  this  money  for 


government.  He  took  the  pait  of  France  when  she 
shamefully  withheld  Ihe  indcuinily  she  was  pledged 
by  treaty  to  pay,  and  endeavored  to  throw  Ihe  blame 
on  our  government,  and  raise  a  party  for  France,  in 
case  we  were  ilriven  to  war  in  defence  of  our  ilglils. 
He  has  encouraged  the  re^istance  of  Ihe  Indians  to 
the  policy  of  the  government,  and  stimnlaled  the 
feeling  wliich  led  to  the  butclurj 
men,  the  exhaustion  of  the  pi 
ruin  of  the  Indians,  whose  cause  he  pretended  to  es- 
pouse. It  is  on  tliis  dishonest  fraudnknl  F.nglish- 
inan,  that  more  Ihan  a  miUiem  of  the  public  money 
has  been  lavished  from  first  10  last.  And  yet  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Bond,)  and  the  party  with  which 
he  is  associated,  think  him  poorly  compensated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I  liave  said,  perhaps  more 
than  once,  that  there  are  existing  abuses;  and  lor 
reasons  which  1  have  given,  abuses  will  exist.  But 
if  "those  who  adminisler  this  government  were  as 
pure' as  the  angels  that  minister  in  heaven,"  there 
would  be  lean,  lank,  hungry,  unprincipled  hyenas 
to  honl  around  this  capitol,  with  appetites  prepared, 
not  only  to  devour  the  reputation  of  those  who  live 
to  administer  the  government,  but  the  grave  itself 
would  be  insufficient  to  secure  the  dead  from  their 
blighling  and  withering  ho«l. 

jly  colleague  has  finished  his  speech  with  a  case 
from  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  illustrative,  as 
he  supposes,  of  the  corrupting  influence  of /jcicfr 
upon  the  democratic  party,  the  total  want  of  analogy 
between  which,  in  some  of  its  strongest  points,  may 
be  easily  perceived;  for  while  Hazael  came  to  Ihe 
throne  by  the  murder  of  his  master,  that  is,  througli 
blood  and  crime,  the  present  and  past  administra- 
tions came  iiito  jjower,  not  by  crime  and  blood,  but 
by  the  suffrages  of  a  free  and  independent  people; 
and  by  the  same  operation  which  brought  these  ad- 
ministrations into  power,  was  a  corrupt  and  usurped 
administration  politically  throltled,  and  its  corrupt 
workers  of  iniquity  thrown  into  the  mud.  But,  sir, 
to  the  Scriptural  case.  I  shall  close  niy  remarks  by  a 
reference  to  a  case  from  Ihe  same  high  authorily.  Sir, 
the  course  of  the  party  at  present  out  of  jiower — but 
earnestly  desiring,  and  sparing  no  pains,  labor,  or  ex- 
pense, to  get  into  power — reminds  me,  and  niay  re- 
mind the  country  forcibly,  of  Ihe  case  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Absalom.  I  refer  not  to  his  contriving  Ihe 
death  of  Amnon,  nor  his  forming  a  conspiracy  with 
Ahithophel  against  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  to  his  ambition,  and  the  means  he  used 
with  the  people  to  carry  his  designs. 

Being  suffered  to  return  from  his  banishment  into 
the  neighborhood  of  the  throne,  he  plied  his  political 
wiles  with  the  unsusi>ecting  people,  alleging  that 
justice  was  not  done  them,  ]jromising  if  Iw  was  put 
into  office,  that  things  should  be  made  better.  Thus 
speaking,  and  forming  a  paity  against  Ihe  govern- 
ment, we  are  lold  that  Absalom  rose  np  caily,  and 
stood  beside  the  way  of  the  gale,  and  if  any  man 
had  a  controversy,  and  came  to  the  king  for  judg- 
ment, then  Absalom  said  "The  matters  are  good  and 
right,  but  there  is  no  man  deputed  of  the  king  to  hear 
thee.  0!  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land,  that 
every  man  which  hath  a  suit  or  cause,  might  come 
unto  me,  and  /  would  do  him  justice."  And  it  was 
so  that  when  any  man  came  nigh  to  him  to  do  him 
obeisance,  he  put  fbrlh  bis  hand,  and  look  him  and 
kissed  him.  So  Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men 
of  Israel.     Hesent  spies  throughout  the  land  (politi- 


h'ad  made  an  illicit  profit,  amounting  to  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  bundled  dollars.  He  examin- 
ed another  document,  and  found  a  like  fraud  com- 
mitted; and  an  unlawful  profit  of  between  3  and 
§•400  obtained  by  it.  This  was  but  a  beginning. 
'Fhe  committee  had  not  time  to  prosecute  the  in- 
quiry further  at  this  session;  and  asked  leave  to  con- 
tinue it  at  the  next,  which  was  granted.  I  have  a 
statement  of  these  facts,  in  writing,  from  the  wit- 
ness, as  sworn  to  by  him  before  Ihe  committee. 
He  is  a  first-rate  printer,  well  acquainted  with  con- 
gressional work,  and  of  unimpeachable  character. 
I  have  little  doubt  from  this  commencement  that  it 
will  be  found  in  the  end,  that  Gales  and  Seaton 
have  made  as  much  out  of  their  frauds,  as  will  pay 
,\llen  the  per  centage  he  required  as  compensation 
for  the  deception  practised  upon  those  conservatives 
whom  he  betrayed;  and  to  make  good  to  those  who 
acted  with  him  his  promise,  to  convert  the  consi- 
deration he  received  into  the  means  of  sup]iorling 
the  press  established  in  this  city  for  their  common 
benefit.  All  the  legitimate  profits  upon  the  public 
work  will  thus,  probably,  be  cleared  to  the  Intelli-  |  cal  missionaries)  to  all  Ihe  tribes  of  Israel   atid  un- 


gencer;  and  the  aliment  of  the  Madisonia 
derived  from  the  frauds  committed  by  hi: 


ill  be 
\\  hiij  ac- 


.ler  preten 
for  Hebroi 


:  of  piety  towards  God,  he  left  Jerusalem 
where  he  was  (o  set  up  his  authority. 


complices   on    the   treasury.     How   characteristic  \  But  ere  his  mad  ambition  obtained  its 


this  of  the  two  printing  concerns,  and  the  two  pai 
ties  which  entered  into  the  vile  coalition  that  gave 
birth  to  the  bastard  Madisonian?  Is  it  not  notori- 
ously fed  on  offal  of  the  foul  peculations  of  the  In- 
telligencer? And  this  is  an  earnest  of  what  the  fe- 
deral party  will  do  for  the  little  Spartan  band  of 
conservatives,  who  shall  have  joined  their  standard, 
in  the  event  of  success.  They  will,  no  doubt,  give 
them  a  share  of  the  plunder,  but  not  an  atom  of  the 
power,  of  the  government. 

Will  not  the  American  people  ask,  for  whose  in- 
terests the  honor  of  the  great  representative  body  of 
this  country  has  been  compromised,  and  its  hall 
made  a  market  place,  in  whicli  the  votes  of  members, 
and  a  high  ])UDlic  trust,  have  become  a  subject  of 
mercenary-  barter  between  the  leaders  of  two  parties 
assuming  to  be  actuated  by  lofty  political  principles? 
When  understood,  their  principles  are  like  the  man 
for  whom  they  have  sacrificed  the  noble  character  of 
the  country.     He  is  an  Englishman,  a  perfect  pros 


lion,  the  boast  which  he  rode  forsook  its  rider,  and 
Absalom  fell  by  the  hand  of  trusty  Joab,  who  made 
his  grave  in  a  pit. 

Absalom  went  out  to  war  upon  a  mnle — a  mon- 
grel beast,  half  horse,  half  ass,  W'hat  kind  of  a  mon- 
grel hobby  is  the  present  opposition  mounted  on? 
Bank,  anti-bank — tariff,  anti-tariff— masonic,  and 
anti-masonic,  &c.  fee.  They  have  no  opinion  in 
common,  except  it  is  hostilily  to  the  people's  best 
interests,  and  a  contempt  for  their  undeislanding,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  decided  hatred  to  the  simple  insti- 
tutions of  democracy.  But  wlieii  the  people  shall 
rise  in  their  strength,  this  modern  mule  shall  forsake 
its  riders,  and  leave  them  to  the  fate  of  Absalom. 

With  all  the  ambition  and  chicanery  of  Absalom, 
backed  by  the  cunning  of  his  councellor,  Ahithophel, 
the  federal  parly  never  can  again  .succeed  in  getting 
into  power,  Ihey  have  been  driven  into  political 
banishment,  liom  which  they  never  will  be  permit- 
ted.to  return. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Niiiml.  The  U.  S.  bri;;  Porpoise,  lieutenant 
L-omino'lore  Ring<;uld,  left  tlie  Navy  Yard  at  New 
York,  on  Sunday 'evening,  and  put  1o  sea,  for  IVir- 
io\k,  were  she  joins  the  exploring  squadron.  The 
I'ollowing  is  a  list  of  officers: 

Lieut,  commanding — Cadvvalader  Ringgold. 

jst  Ijeut. — M.  G.  L.  Claiborne. 

2il  lieut, — Aug.  L.  Case. 

.3rd  lieutenant  and  acting  master— G.  F.  Em- 
mons. 

Acting  surgeon — Charles  F.  B.  Gillon. 

The  Journal  ot  Commerce  says:— "The  Porpoise 
Ipft  us  amid  hearty  cheers  Irom  the  government 
vessels  at  this  station,  and  carrits  with  her  the  best 
wishes  of  thousands.  We  cannot  refrain  from  con- 
gratulating the  officers  upon  the  change  of  feeling 
loward  tliis  long  delayed  and  much  abused  expedi- 
tion, not  only  among  the  public  at  large,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  navy  itself.  If  in  the  vast  field 
tor  hydrographical  research  and  scientific  explora- 
tion, any  thing  can  be  accomplished  by  activity, 
perseverance  and  energy,  guided  by  nautical 
science,  we  may  surely  expect  it  from  this  expedi- 
tion." 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  mentions  as  a 
rumor,  that  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio  is  to  be  fitted 
out  for  the  Mediterri'iiean  station,  under  the  com- 
mand of  commodore  Halt. 

Old  Ironsides.  The  Norfolk  Herald  of  Friday 
has  the  following  notice  of  the  gallant  old  ship  Con- 
stitution, which  arrived  in  Hampton  Rhodes  on 
Tuesday  the  SOth  ult. 

The  Constitution  frigate  came  up  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  anchored  oti  the  uaval  hospital.  The 
steamboat  Old  Dominion  was  engaged  to  assist  the 
stout  old  warrior  into  our  port — but  with  a  "thank's 
for  nothing."  Old  Ironsides  did  not  wait  to  be  as- 
sisted, butspread  her  wings  and  came  up  alone,  be- 
fore the  streamboat  had  got  cleverly  under  weigh. 
Nearly  the  whole  crew  of  the  Constitution  have 
run  out  their  term  of  service,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred of  them  demanded  their  discharge  the  moment 
the  ship  came  to  anchor,  which  was  granted,  and 
they  were  as  promptly  sent  on  shore.  We  learn 
that  their  behaviour  on  the  occasion  did  not  com- 
port with  the  character  of  "Yankee  tars,"  though 
It  must  be  confessed  they  had  right  on  their  side. 

Tile  commodore  has  not  yet  left  the  ship — proba- 
bly because  the  condition  of  the  crew  requires  his 
presence. 

While  the  ship  was  being  moored,  a  man  fell 
from  t.le  main  topgallant  yard  and  was  instantly 
killfd      His  name  vias  Batler — a  foreigner  by  birth. 

Thi.i  is  the  first  visit  we  have  had  from  this  gal- 
lant ship  since  the  late  war.  She  now  rides  proud- 
ly at  her  moorings  abreast  of  the  town,  tlie  (oi//  en- 
s'lnble  presenting  a  most  iin[iosing  spectacle  as 
viewed  Iroin  the  town.  The  ships  now  at  the  an- 
chorage, are  five  in  number,  moored  in  the  follow- 
ing order — the  Constitution,  Peacock,  Macedonian, 
Vincennfs,  and  Relief. 

Colton.  The  editoi  of  thfi  New  York  Herald, 
writing  from   Liverpool   under   date  of  2uth  July, 

During  the  last  few  months,  since  the  cotton  has 
been  arriving  in  great  quantities  from  the  United 
States,  there  has  been  a  great  struggle  here  be- 
tween thebuyers  and  sellers  aboutthe  juices.  The 
large  holders  here  have  been  straining  every  nerve 
to  hold  the  cotton  In  order  to  keep  up  the  prices — 
t'le  spinners  and  manufacturers  have  been  pursu- 
ing the  opposite  policy  of  taking  as  little  as  possible, 
i  think  tlie  contest  will  be  governed  by  the  crops  in 
this  country  and  the  ability  of  the  bank  in  the 
United  States — that  is  to  say,  it  will  terminate  in  a 
compromise,  leaving  the  prices  and  demand  nearly 
as  they  are  at  present. 

For  two  years  to  come,  the  cotton  market  will 
not  vary  much.  It  will  take  that  time  to  start  in 
a  fresh  career  under  the  new  impulses  now  in 
action.  But  (or  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the 
other  banks  of  oiir  country  that  came  into  the  mar- 
ket including  also  their  policy  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  the  value  of  our  present  cotton 
crop  would  have  been  §10,0110,000  less  than  it  will 
iVtch.  The  agents  of  the  United  States  Bank  here, 
Ilwmphrii-s  Sc  Biddle,  have  an  immense  stock  on 
hand,  and  are  daily  receiving  more.  Only  consider 
that  at  this  moment  there  are  120  American  ships 
in  this  port — in  London,  only  half  a  dozen.  The 
jiolicy  of  delaying  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  the  south,  whatever  be  the  morals  of  it, 
has  undoubtedly  realized  $10,000,000  to  the  United 
States  that  would  have  been  thrown  away  here. 

Escape  of  Uncles.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune 
of  the  2l5t  ultimo,  says,  that  Uncles,  vvho  was  in 
jail  in  that  city,  charged  with  stealing  the  jewels 
from  ths  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington,  suc- 


ceeded in  making  his  escape  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  by  cutting  his  way  tlirough  a  plank  partition 
foui  inches  thick,  and  then  making  a  hole  in  the 
brick  wall  of  sulficient  size  to  let  him  out. 

Health  of  the  cities.  In  New  Y^ork  last  week 
there  were  202  deaths— more  than  half  of  which 
were  jiersoiis  under  two  years  of  age.  There  were 
two  deaths  by  hydrophobia. 

There  were  190  deaths  in  Philadelphia  last 
wee  k,  114  of  which  were  children  under  tuo  years 
of  age. 

In  Baltimore  \zs\  week  there  were  78  deaths — 
4S  being  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

In  Cincinnati  during  the  week  ending  on  the  1st, 
there  were  42  interments,  of  which  25  weie  chil- 
dren. The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  4th  remarks: 
"Notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  warm  weather 
our  city  still  continues  healthy  lor  the  season. 
There  is  considerable  sickness  among  children, 
but  at  this  season  of  the  year  this  is  the  case  al- 
most everywhere 

In  Washington,  foity-one  deaths  have  been  re- 
ported to  the  board  ol  health,  lor  the  month  ending 
July  31.  Of  these,  there  were  of  the  age  of  two 
years  and  under,  25;  between  2  and  10,6;  between 
10  and  30,4;  between  30  and  50,4;  between  50  and 
SO,  2. 

Diseases. — Summer  complaint,  15;  scarlet  fever, 
3;  accident,  1;  not  reported,  3;  inflammation  of  brain, 
3;  dysentery,  3;  intemperance,  2;  drinking  cold 
water,  2;  consumption,  3;  water  on  the  brain,  1; 
rheumatism,  1;  mumps,  1;  abscess,  1;  killed,  1; 
still-born,  1. 

The  Ohio  Hirer,  is  unusually  low  for  the  season, 
there  being  as  we  are  inlormed  by  pilots,  less  than 
three  feet  water  in  the  channel,  between  Wheeling 
and  Pittsburgh.  A  number  of  the  lightest  boats,  are 
plying  regularly  from  this  to  Pittsburgh,  carrying 
but  asmall  quantity  of  freight,  although  filled  with 
passengers.  In  consequence  oi'the  low  stage  of  the 
river,  freight  has  advanced  to  one  dollar  per  hundred 
from  Pittsburgh,  and  cabin  passage  to  Cincinnati, 
eighteen  dollars. 

A  number  of  boats  of  Ihc  second  class,  continue 
to  run  liom  this  city  to  St.  Louis,  witliout  much  in- 
teriuptioii,  and  with  a  slight  advance  on  )iassage  and 
freight.  [Cin.  Rep.  of  Mig.  2. 

Charles  L.  Bonaparte,  (prince  of  Mnsignano) 
who  distinguished  liiinself  in  our  country  by  his  orni- 
thological researches,  particularly  by  his  contimia- 
tioii  of  Wihon's  work,  has  lately  published  a  geo- 
graphical and  comparative  list  of  the  birds  of  Eu- 
ope  and  America. 

The  New  Brunswick  Fredonian  states  that  the 
connecting  link  between  the  Tien'on  and  Pliiladel- 
pliia  rail  road  and  the  New  Jersey  rail  road,  which 
now  terminates  at  New  Brunswick,  will  be  complet- 
ed belbre  the  close  of  the  piesent  year,  making  au 
uninteirupted  line  of  lail  load  from  Washington  to 
New  York. 

The  British  army.  Return  of  the  numbers  of  the 
descriptions  of  aimed  force  in  the  United  King-'oin, 
on  1st  January,  1S3S.  "The  regular  army  of  all 
ranks." 

Great  Britain.     Ireland.     Total. 
Cavalry  •5,601  2,035         7,636 

Font  Guards  4,051  635        4,696 

Infantry  '14,627  16,629       31,256 

Total  24,279  19,309       43,o?S 

•Iiuluding  the  depots  of  India  regiments. 
Jldjiiiant  general's  office,  30M  Jpril,  1838. 

John  M.icdo.vald,  A.  G. 

Hayti.  The  schooner  Orient,  at  New  York  in 
15  days  from  Port  au  Prince,  reports  that  the  new 
tariff,  reducing  the  import  duties,  had  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  and  was  sanctioned  by  the 
senate,  and,  it  was  expected,  would  be  enforced 
immediately. 

Limestone.  A  gentleman  of  Genesee,  New  Y^oik, 
in  digging  a  well,  has  hit  upon  a  bed  of  what  he 
supposed  at  first  to  be  plaster  of  Paris,  but  which 
turns  out  to  be  friable  limestone,  from  the  applica- 
tion of  which  to  the  soil  much  benefit  has  been  de- 
rived. The  material  is  represented  to  be  easily 
ling  with  a  pick,  and  productive  of  great  fertilizing 
effects,  as  attested  by  a  single  years  experience. 
The  whole  of  tlie  country  of  the  old  states  abounds 
in  one  description  or  other  of  fertilizing  material, 
which,  if  properly  made  use  of,  will,  in  the  course 
ol  a  i'evr  years,  restore  our  soil  to  its  primitive  rich- 
ness. Farmers,  instead  of  running  away  lo  the 
west,  should  pay  attention  to  this  fact,  as  in  doing 
so  they  may  rest  assured  of  an  ample  return  for  their 
trouble.  IBalt.Ame. 


Most  infamous  and  inhuman  conduct.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  capt.  Davis,  of  the  schooner  Henry 
Camerdon,  of  Philadelphia,  rescued  a  number  of 
the  passengers  from  the  ill-fated  Pulaslci,  and  car- 
ried them  into  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  Henry 
Camerdon  arrived  this  morning  from  that  port  and 
has  furnished  us  with  an  account  of  the  following 
infamous  and  inexcusable  conduct  on  th?  part  of 
the  captain  of  a  schooner,  the  name  of  whom  we  re- 
gret is  not  recollected.  The  information  was  com- 
municated to  captain  D.  b)'  his  pilot,  and  can  be 
implicitly  relied  u])on, 

The  schooner  Merchant,  of  Elizabeth  vity  N.  C. 
bound  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  with  a  cargo  of  corn, 
passed  the  passengers  on  the  wreck  of  the  Pulaski, 
heard  their  desperate  cries  for  aid,  saw  them  strug- 
gling with  the  waves,  when  even  liope  had  almost 
lorsaken  them,  and  notwithstanding  he  was  dis- 
tinctly hailed  by  them  he  refused  lo  offer  them  any 
assistance,  and  proceeded  on  his  course.  The 
reason  which  he  afterwards  assigned  for  this  wan- 
ton and  murderous  neglect  of  duly  was  that  Ae/ear- 
ed  another  vessel  bound  to  the  same  port  as  himself, 
xcould  get  in  before  him. 

We  trust  that  the  Wilmington,  N.  C.  papers  will 
ascertain  the  name  of  this  inhuman  monster,  and 
publish  it  in  connection  with  his  intamy. 

IPhiladelphia  Exchange  Books. 
It  is  said  that  the  Great  Western  made  over  $40, 
000  on  h-r  two  last  trips.  This  may  be  exaggerat- 
ed, but  her  last  trip  was  certainly  a  very  lucrative 
one.  Already  several  of  her  berths  are  engaged. 
Passengers  come  here  from  the  West  India  islands, 
and  from  Nova  Scotia  even  as  well  as  the  Canarias. 
INat.  Int. 
Benefit  to  the  United  Stales  of  Mlanlic  steam  navi- 
gation. Mr.  James  R.  Wilson,  president  of  the 
Tioga  Navigation  company,  went  out  in  the  Great 
Western,  arrived  in  London  in  fourteen  days,  suc- 
ceeded in  negotiating  a  loan  for  the  company  over 
which  he  presides,  on  very  favorable  terms;  con- 
tracted lor  iron  for  constructing  their  rail  road;  saw 
the  lions  of  the  British  metropolis  and  returned  in 
the  Great  Western;  being  absent  exactly  six  weeks. 
We  congratulate  the  company  on  the  success  of 
their  agent,  and  the  country  on  the  advantage 
which  will  be  derived  from  the  increased  introduc- 
tion of  British  capital  whici  steam  naviu'ation  will 
bring  among  us.  [Philad.  U.  S.  Gazette. 

Hail  road  safety.  In  providing  against  bursting 
of  boilers  in  steamboats,  we  are  bound  lo  guard 
against  danger  on  rail  roads  from  an  accident  ter- 
rible in  its  consequences,  when  it  does  happen  to 
reach  passengers.  We  allude  to  paits  of  the  rail 
[  road  iron  v\hich  being  insecurely  bolted  on  the 
1  stone  or  wooden  foundation,  start  or  roll  v.hen  the 
engine  passes  over.  It  has  been  known  that  a  piece 
j  of  iron  thus  looseiied  has  shot  np  thiough  the  cars 
with  the  velocity  of  a  cannot  boll,  passing  through 
I  the  top,  and  fortunately  not  touching  a  passenger. 
Recently  in  Pennsylvania  a  piece  of  iron  went 
through  the  skirls  of  a  gentleman's  coat,  and  cut  the 
veil  olf  a  ladies'  bonnet,  and  passed  through  with- 
out injury. 

I  Great  attention  and  constant  examination  should 
be  made  of  the  rails,  to  see  on  the  whole  line  that 
they  are  properly  secured.  [N.  Y.  Star. 

Caution.  A  fly  entered  the  ear  of  a  harvest  hand 
at  v\ork  in  a  field  in  Miami  county,  and  although 
the  insect  was  soon  extracted,  the  ear  continued 
painful  for  several  days.  The  person  called  upon  a 
physician,  who  on  an  examination  found  the  fly 
had  left  some  of  her  progeny  in  his  ear,  which  were 
grown  to  meiiium  size,  fiom  1-4  to  1  2  inch.  The 
physician  succeeded  in  dislodging  35,  w  hich  proved 
to  be  all  that  were  in  the  ear. 

[Columbus  (  Ohio)  Register. 
The  best  application  is  at  once  to  fill  the  ear  with 
laudanum  or  brandy,  and  let  it  remain  in  for  a  short 
time.  It  kills  the  insect  nearly  as  soon  as  oil,  but 
what  is  better,  allays  the  spasmodic  excitement  of 
the  tympanum  or  drum  of  the  ear,  which  seems  to 
the  patient  like  the  fluttering  of  the  insect,  and  ig 
worse  than  the  insect's  motion  itself. 

Silk.  The  Messrs.  Cheneys  of  New  Jersey,  ob- 
tained a  hundred  bushels  of  fine  cocoons  from  their 
first  crop  of  silk  worms,  whose  labors  were  per- 
fected about  a  fortnight  since,  and  for  which  they 
have  already  received  the  stale  bounty.  Grrat 
progress  is  making  in  this  species  of  culture  in 
every  part  of  the  state,  as  well  as  in  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, Rhode  Island,  and  several  other  states. 

[Trenton  Emponnm. 

On  Friday  evening  the  3d  instant,  the  convention 
of  the  Protestant  Episcojial  church  of  Maryland, 
elected  to  the  office  of  bishop  of  that  diocess,  the 
right  reverend  Jackson  Kemper,  at  present  mission- 
ary bishop  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Neapolitan  indemnity.  Frcim  the  Washiiij;- 
loii  Globe,  \M-  leani  that  the  5th  inslaliiient  of  the 
Neapolitan  iruleuinity  has  been  pjid  to  Ihe  agent  of 
the  United  States  in  I'aiis,  and  is  now  in  the  course 
of  transujission  to  this  country  in  gold. 

Notice  ol  the  amount  and  pl.ices  of  payment  will 
be  given  by  the  treasury  department,  as  soon  as  the 
nelt  proceeds  are  computed.. 

Mexico.  The  followins;  extract  from  a  .tpcech 
of  the  presid'Mit  ol  Mexico,  on  the  closing  of  the 
last  session  of  the  National  congress,  confirms 
the  statement  in  page  387,  that  all  points  in  dis- 
liute  between  this  country  and  Mexico  are  about  to 
be  settled  by  the  mediation  of  a  friendly  power. 
Mr.  Martinez,  the  Mexican  minister,  who  has  been 
lor  sometime  in  New  O- leans,  is  now  in  this  city. 
Translated  fnr  the  Globe,  from  a  speech  addressed  by 

Ihe  prenicnt  of  Mexico  to  the    A'u/iono,'  congress 

en  closing  its  session  on  the  'SVIh  June  last. 

"Vou  also  know  that  Ihe  governineni  of  the 
United  States  has  accepted  the  olf'er  of  arbitration, 
by  a  friendly  power,  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  that 
of  Mexico,  lor  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  good 
understanding  and  harmony  wI.'kIi  have  been  un- 
lortunately  inlcrrupted.  While  1  lamented  the  un- 
satisfactory state  of  our  relations,  1  never  doubted 
that  the  cabinet  of  the  United  Slates  would,  in  the 
end,  be  ready  to  come  to  a  settlement  in  a  manner 
reasonable  and  conformable  with  the  civilization 
and  with  the  philanthropic  sentiments  prevailing 
both  in  Mexico  and  the  United  Slates.  Far,  Ihere- 
lore,  from  repeating  the  complaints  mutually  made, 
the  two  governments  will  emplov  themselves  only 
in  obtaining  such  a  definitive  arid  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement as  may  cause  the  diRerences  w'hich 
have  endangered  the  peace  between  us  and  our 
neighbors,  to  be  forgotten.  The  law  of  neutrality 
lately  passed  by  the  congress  ol  the  American  con- 
federacy, and  the  assurances  given  to  our  minister, 
should  cause  us  to  be  content  with  regard  to  the 
Finceriiy  and  Irankness  of  their  intentions." 

Conspiracy  at  Havana.  The  New  Orleans 
Bullet  n  of  the  10th  instant  say.«:  A  letter  received 
by  a  commeicial  house  in  this  cily.  from  a  corres- 
j'ondent  at  Havana,  confirms  the'  statement  pub- 
lished in  the  Bulletin  of  yesterday.  The  writer 
says  that  a  Carlist  conspiracy  had'  been  detected 
among  some  of  the  regiments  stalioni  d  at  Havana, 
and  many  aircsts  and  execulions  had  taken  place. 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  we  were  mist?ken 
as  to  Ihe  cause  of  Ihe  revolt  as  oiiginating  in  dis- 
satisfaction «ilh  the  removal  of  general  Tacon. 
The  object  of  the  conspirators  was  to  wrest  the 
government  of  Cuba  from  the  queen,  and  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  Don  Carlos. 

The  Cherokees.  It  is  stated  in  the  Alexan- 
dria Gazette,  tha',  at  the  request  of  the  war  de- 
partment, gen.  Scott  has  postponed  his  visit  to  the 
north  until  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  in  Sep- 
tember has  been  completed. 

In  another  page  we  have  published  an  article 
stating  that  the  conduct  of  t!ie  Chi  rokecs  had  been 
most  exemplary,  and  that  they  were  comparatively 
free  from  sickness;  but  it  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter,  which  we  find  in  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce,  that  the  praiseworthy 
and  humane  injunctions  of  gen.  Scott,  have  been 
di.'reijarded  in  Ihe  preparations  for  removal. 

•'The  following  is  the  latest  intelligence,  from  the 
Cherokee  nation.  It  is  dated  from  "Prisonpr's 
Camp,  Cherokee  Nation,  July  24,  1838;"  and  has 
been  handed  to  us  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addressed. 

"The  public  are  eitlier  altogether  uninformed,  or 
misinformed,  with  regard  to  the  current  state  of 
Cherokee  affairs. 

"Major  general  Scott's  address  of  the   10th  of 
May  was  received  by  the  Cherokees  with  a  dead 
silence.     As  Ihe  ominous  23d  of  May  approached, 
all  appeared  anxious  to  have  their  work   forward 
and  their  crops  in  good  order, — so  that  in  the  event 
of  any  interruption    taking  place,  they  might  sus- 
tain as  little  loss  as  possible. 
1         "On  the  24th  May  the  work  ofcapture  commenc- 
I     ed,  and  continued,  with  unfeeling  rigor,  until  the 
I     entire  rightful   and   legitimate   population   of  the 
1      country  were  divested  of  house  and  home,  and  re- 
1     duced  to  a  state  of  abject  poveitv.     In  most  cnre^ 
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the  hiiinane  injunctions  of  Ihe  cominiir.rUns;  general 
icere  disregarded.  The  caplois  somclimes  drove 
Ihe  people  with  whooping  an'l  hallowing,  like  cat 
tie  through  rivers,  allowing  lh<m  no  time  even  to 
takeofTtheir  shoes  and  stockings.  .Many,  when 
arrested,  were  not  so  much  as  permiltiil  to  gallier 
up  their  clothes.  The  scenes  of  distress  exhibited 
at  Ross's  Landing  defy  all  description.  On  the  ar. 
rival  there  of  the  Indians,  the  horses  biought  by 
some  of  them  were  demanded  by  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  property,  to  be  given  up  for  the  purpose 
ol  being  sold.  The  owners  refusing  lo  give  tlicin 
up,^men,  women,  children  a.'irf  horses  were  driven 
promiscuously  into  one  large  pen,  and  the  horses 
taken  out  by  force,  and  cried  olito  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  sold  for  almost  nothing. 

"Then  came  the  shipping  off  to  Ihe  west.  The 
ageni  endeavored  lo  induce  the  people  lo  co  into 
the  boats  voluntarily;  hut  none  would  agree  to  go. 
The  agent  then  struck  a  line  through  the  camp; — 
the  soldiers  rushed  in  and  drove  the  devoted  victims 
into  the  boats,  regardliss  of  the  cries  and  agoiiies 
of  the  poor  helpless  sullercrs.  In  this  cruel  work, 
the  most  painful  separations  of  familii  s  occuired. — 
Children  were  sent  olf  and  parents  left,  and  so  of 
other  relations.  But  1  am  obliged  to  break  off, or  I 
shall  lose  the  present  conveyance.  Next  mail  I  will 
continue." 

Exploring  squadron.  The  Norfolk  Herald  of 
Wednesday,  states  that  the  exploring  squadron  is 
for  ready  sea,  and  will  depart  with  the  first  fail  wind; 
lo-diiy,  if  it  should  olfer.  The  officers  are  all  on 
board,  and  in  fine  spirits,  elate  with  anticipations  of 
Ihe  peaceful  triumphs,  not  less  worthy  of  the  wreath 
of  fame  than  tho.ie  of  "srim  visagod  war,"  which 
await  the  successful  results  of  scientific  research, 
achieved  with  greater  peril  and  hardship;  and  ad- 
"lilling  the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  that  "a  had  be- 
ginning will  have  a  good  ending,"  they  f.ave  a 
glorious  prospect  of  success  to  their  expi  dition. 

The  squadron  now  lides  gallantly  abreast  of  Fori 
Monroe,  in  the  following  order:  sloop  of  war  Vin- 
ceniies,  lieul.  Wilkes,  commanding  the  squadron; 
ship  Relief,  lieiit.  Long:  sloop  of  war  I'eacock, 
lieul.  Hudson;  brig  Porjioise,  lieut.  Ringgold;  schr. 
Flying  Fish,  passed  niidshij.man  Knox;  and  schr. 
Sea  Gull,  passed  midshipman  Keid.  The  schrs. 
are  pilot  boat  built,  and  of  the  rise  of  100  tons. 
The  sloops  of  war  are  nearly  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment, shewing  only  eight  guns  each. 

The  Frfxch  ship  Alexandre.  We  learn 
officially  that  Ihe  minister  of  Marine,  at  Paris,  has 
received  by  Telegraph  at  Bordeaux  full  confirma- 
tion of  the  suspicions  entertained  towards  Marsaud, 
the  soi-disani  captain  of  Ihe  ship  Alexandre,  for 
the  crime  of  barratry,  for  which  this  ship  was  de- 
tained and  Ihe  captain  imprisoned  at  Newport. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  authorities  in  the 
United  States  in  this  affair  has  been  fully  approved 
of,  and  the  iijnister  has  given  his  entire  asst  nt  to 
the  measures  taken  by  Hie  consular  agent  at  New- 
port to  arrest  Mursaud,  and  as  an  evidence  of  this 
approbation  has  confirmed  Mr.  Fauvel  Genraud  in 
the  rank  of  Vice  consul,  pre\  iously  conferred  upon 
him  bv  the  consul  general,  Mr.  La  Forrest,  at 
New  York.  [.V.  }•,  Star. 

[We  have  on  file  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Newport  in  this  case,  and  will  publish 
it  as  soon  as  we  can  make  room  for  it.  Ed.  Reg.] 

Sham  fight.  We  learn  from  Ihe  following 
communication,  that  there  is  to  be  no  sham  fight 
between  the  French  vessels  of  war  in  the  harbor. 
as  was  jniblishcd  in  Ihe  papers. — A^  1'.  Star. 

Translation  of  a  letter  from  admiral  I)e  la  Bre- 
tonniere,  to  the  consul  general  of  France  at  New 
York: 

New  York,  August  13,  1838. 

Monsieur  Le  Consul  General:  \  rumor  has  been 
in  circulation  for  some  days,  that  a  sham  fight 
would  take  place  on  board  the  Didon  frigate  on  the 
I6th.  I  am  sorry  that  publicity  has  been  given  lo 
a  project,  which,  from  the  inconveniences  that 
might  result  from  it,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
renounce. 

The  place  where  the  Didon  is  moored  is  at  the 
point  of  intersection  where  all  the  lines  of  commu- 
nication are  constantly  taking  place  between  the 
city  and  various  points  of  the  harbor,  and  it  is  in 


I  Ihe  fear  ol  ili.^turbing  or  interrupting  them,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  abandon  Ihe  intention  I  had. 
I  pr.iy  you,  sir,  lo  give  all  possible  |<ublicity  to 
this  determination.     Kespectfully.  Sec, 

(Signed)  De  la  Bretonniere. 

Kesi'mption  ok  specie  pay.vents.  The  banks 
represented  in  the  convention  held  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  23d  ult.,  resumed  sjiecie  payments  on  Mon- 
day last,  the  I3th,  and  their  example  has  been  imi- 
tated by  a  number  of  oth»rs.  In  no  instance,  we 
believe,  has  there  been  w  hat  i-s  called  "«  nm"  for 
specie,  and  the  resumption  ajipears  to  have  occa- 
sioned very  little  excilement.  The  demands  here, 
as  elsewhere,  were  chiefly  for  silver  change,  of 
which  there  is  now  no  scarcity.  There  is  now 
every  prospect  that  business  will  speedily  resume 
its  old  channels,  so  far  as  the  currency  is  concerned; 
lor  it  is  certain  that  every  solvent  bank  in  the  coun- 
try will  pay  specie  on  demand,  on  or  belore  the  1st 
day  of  Januaiy  next. 

The  following  notices  in  connection  willi  (bis 
subject  are  interesting: 

Resumption  in  Savannah.  From  the  following  of- 
ficial proceedings,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Savan- 
nah banks  have  resolved  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  first  of  October  next.  It  is  believed 
that  all  the  banks  in  Georgia  will  resume  on  that 
day.  The  Georgian  says:  "We  are  informed  that 
the  banks  of  Savannah  would  resume  instantly,  but 
that  it  is  deemed  an  act  of  courle«y,  and  sheer  jus- 
tice, to  give  timely  notice  to  Ihe  banks  in  the  inte- 
rior, ol  their  contemplattd  movements." 

Savannah,  6lh  Jugust,  1838. 

At  a  meeting  of  Ihe  delegates  from  the  different 
banks  in  this  cily  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  an  early  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  following  measures  were  proposed,  and 
unarnmouslj'  adopted: 

The  banks  of  Savannah  will  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  invite 
the  banks  of  Ihe  interior  to  do  so  likewise. 

The  banks  of  Savannah  will  receive  the  bills  of 
all  the  counliy  or  interior  banks  in  good  credit  on 
deposite,  or  in  payment  of  debts,  but  not  reissue 
them,  prov  ided  such  banks,  (except  those  of  Au- 
gusta,) agree  to  redeem  their  balances  in  this  city, 
every  fortnight,  with  city  or  northern  funds  at  par, 
or  specie;  and  that  such  agreement  shall  be  con- 
summated by  such  banks  with  the  banks  of  the 
city,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Rei^olved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  furnished  to  the  several  bank::  in  this 
state. 

H'.  7!.  Bulloch,  president  Bank  of  the  state  of 
Geori;ia. 

ir^  It'.  Gordon,  president  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  company. 

John  C.  Nicoll,  pres't  pro.  tem.  Planter's  Bank. 

P.  Houston,  president  pro.  tem.  Marine  and  Fire 
Insurance  Bank. 

B.  E.  Hand,  president  pro.  tem.  Branch  Bank 
Darien. 

The  western  banks.  The  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
Intelligencer  of  the  7th  instant  says:  "We  under- 
stand that  the  Northern  bank  of  Kentucky  has 
held  a  correspondence  with  the  banks  of  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
suming specie  payments.  All  have  been  heard 
from  except  the  banks  of  Indiana,  and  all  concur 
in  the  propriety  of  resuming  on  the  I3th  instant. 
We  further  learn  that  the  Northern  bank  is  'no» 
prepareil  to  pay  all  demands  against  it  in  :.nccie  ** 

The  Louifville  Journal  of  t^.e  8th  instunt  says- 
"We  are  aulhorizcd  to  anr.ounce,  that  the  banks  iii 
this  state  (Kentucky)  will  resume  specie  payments 
on  next  Monday,  t^,e  13th  instant.  The  banks  of 
Ohio  will  resume  on  the  same  day.  Those  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois  will,  it  is  understood,  resume  on 
the  same  day,  or  in  four  or  five  days  after.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  resumption  will  pro- 
duce any  piessure  in  this  region.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  measure 
will  bring  relief." 

Resumption  in  Ohio,  The  Cincinnati  WIf  5?  of 
the  8th  inst.  says— All  of  our  city  banks  commenc- 
ed paying  specie  for  all  their  notes,  yesterday. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  unusual  demand  was 
made  for   it,  or   that   Ihe   rrfumption   created  any 
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effected 


special    excitement   in   the   city.     It 
without  any  r^rade,  an.i  as  a  matter  of  course 

We  are  t'rnly  sratifie.l  that  Cmcinnali  has  led  the 
way  in  the  west  in  the  resumrt.oh,  and  that  our 
banks  prove  their  ample  preparation  and  ability  to 
pay  specie,  bv  aiilicipalinK  the  day  agreed  upon 
by  the  hanl;s  in  the  state,  by  full  a  week. 

VVe  imagine,  now  that  all  the  banks  pay  specie 
no  one  will  care  to  demand  it,  unless  for  a  special 
purpose. 

Resumption  in  Philadelphia.  The  banks  in  Phila- 
delphia resumed  specie  payments  for  all  their  lia- 
bilities on  Monday,  in  due  course.  Remarking 
upon  the  subject,  the  Philadtlphia  Herald  says: 
There  was  nothini;  like  "a  run"  upon  tlie  banks  lor 
specie.  The  calls  were  most  numerous  at  the  U. 
States  Bank.  The  reason  of  this  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  the  city  certificates  of  loan — that  is,  small 
bills,  are  now  redeemable  in  specie  at  that  bank. 
The  whole  amount  drawn  out  ofthe  bank  «as  about 
eio-hteen  thousand  dollars— about  one  half  of  which 
was  for  city  certiftcate,s.  One  individu.il  drew  out 
one  hundred  dollars  in  specie,  but  finding  it  h-avy 
and  cumbersome,  came  buck  before  he  had  got  hirly 
into  the  street,  and  asked  for  a  hundred-dollar  bill 
in  exchange  for  it. 

Tennessee  banks.  The  Nashville  Whig  ofthe  5th 
instant,  announces  that  the  banks  of  that  city  will 
resume  on  or  before  {hejirsl  day  of  Januanj;  nnd 
the  probability  is  that  that  day  will  be  formally  fix- 
ed upon  andolticially  announced  on  the  return  ol 
the  presidents  of  the  Planters'  and  Union  Banks 
from  the  east. 

The  Distiict  banks  resumed  payment  on  Mon- 
day. 

Boston  bmks.  The  Boston  papers  of  Saturday 
contain  the  olficial  notification  that  the  banks  ol 
that  city  would  resume  specie  payments  in  full  on 
Monday,  the  13th. 

The  resumption  in  Philadelphia  is  thus  noticed 
in  the  U.  S.  Gazette  ol  yeslerday: 

Specie  paijments.  Yesterday  was  a  memorable 
day  to  this  city,  and,  perhaps  we  may  say,  through- 
out the  union.  The  resumption  of  specie  pny- 
ments  by  the  banks  was  without  commotion,  with- 
out injury  to  themselves,  and  without  inconve 
nience  to  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community 
Much  anxiety  has  been  /elt  as  to  the  e/iect  which 
the  resumption  was  to  have  upon  the  specie  funds 
of  the  hanks,  and  we  accordingly  took  some  pains 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  businesss  shortly  belbrc 
the  time  of  closing  the  banks  lor  the  day;  and  we 
are  happy  to  state  that  there  was  not  in  any  ol  the 
banks  where  we  inquired,  the  least  reason  for  be- 
lieving  that  any  unkinilness  of  feeling  was  indulged 
by  the  commiinily.  The  demands  lor  specie  were 
few  and  light,  confined,  as  it  was  evident,  to  the 
wants  which  the  community  felt  for  change.  The 
bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  thought,  would 
feel  the  pressure  upon  the  specie  the  most  severely, 
but  even  there,  nothing  was  seen  to  lead  any  one 
to  believe  that  a  run  was  attempted.  The  whole 
amount  of  specie  paid  out  was  short  of  seventeen 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  between  eight  and  nine 
thousand  were  for  corporation  notes,  principally  of 
the  denomination  of  one  dollar.  The  largest  sum 
demanded  was  three  hundred  dollars,  and  nearly 
the  whole  amount  paid  out  was  in  small  .sums  of 
from  one  to  ten  dollars. 

VVe  heard  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  that  cer- 
tain persons  having  a  lew  dollars  in  U.  S.  Bank 
notes,  demanded  and  received  specie  therefur. 
which  they  took  to  the  brokers  in  the  e.xpectation 
of  gaining  three  jier  cent.,  and  were  mortified  ami 
astonished  to  learn  that  the  very  circumstance 
which  enabled  them  to  receive  silver  for  their  paper, 
rendered  that  paper  as  valuable  as  silver.  This 
probably  checked  a  small  run. 

It  was  re|iorted  yesterday  morning,  that  large 
demands  from  New  York  were  to  be  made  upon 
the  Philadelphia  banks  for  specie.  The  demands 
came,  and  the  United  States  Bank,  in  settlement  of 
balances,  gave  the  New  Yorkers  a  check  upon  New 
York  for  the  whole  amount,  say  about  half  a  mil- 
lion— not  a  dollar  of  specie  changed  place.  We 
cnngralnlatu  the  community  upon  this  state  of 
things. 

The  New  York  Express,  second  edition  of  Mon- 
day afternoon,  has  the  lollowing  p3ragr,ipb  touching 
the  la-t  new  bank: 

We  slated  in  yesterday's  paper,  that  Messrs,  Al- 
sop  &.  Griswold  had  made  a  deposito  of  stock,  in 
compliance  wilh  the  new  law  relative  to  banking. 
The  facts,  to  be  more  explicit,  are,  that  Richard 
^Isop,  of  Philadelphia,  ami  George  Griswold,  ol 
this 'city,  have  deposited  #2(10,000  in  stock,  and 
taken  a  certificate  liom  the  county  clerk,  aulhor- 
izing  them  to  bank  under  the  general  banking  law, 


taking  the  name  of  the  United  States  bank  at  New 
York,— but  though  the  name  of  the  United  States 
bank  is  taken,  itis  stated  to  us  by  one  of  the  gen- 
ilcmen,  that  it  is  an  individual  concern  of  their 
own,  and  that  no  other  persons  are  interested. 
The  namp  was  considered  preferable  to  any  other 


murders  in  Georgia,  i-.n  account  of  which  appeared 
in  our  paper  of  Thursday  last. 

•'Fort  hillilane,  (E.  F.)  July  3ist,  1838. 
Sir;  The   express   has   just  arrived  Irom    Kittle 
creek,  and  it  appears  that  the  Indians  are  commenc- 
ing  their  carter  in   Georgia.     I    have  received  a 


and  therefore  was  taken.  These  gentlemen  are  well    letter  Irom  an  otiictr  of  our  regiment,  who  was  an 


known  for  their  wealth,  industry,  and  experienc 
in  business— we  have  no  doubt  they  will  conduct 
their  new  concern,  with  skill  and  advantage  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  themselves.  Thus  it  appears 
while  companies  are  lorming,  two  gentlemen  have 
tepped  forward  and  at  cure  commenced  opera- 
tions. 

The  annexed  paragraph  on  the  same  subject, 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  is  rather  at  variance 
with  the  f^regoing,  on  the  point  of  proprietorship; 

Mr.  Biddle's  branch.  George  Griswold,  esq.  of 
this  city,  and  Richard  Alsop,  esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
have  deposited  in  the  proper  office  the  r^qusite 
certificate  lor  a  bank  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars capital;  not  tuo  hundred  thousand  as  reported 
in  some  papers.  The  bank  is  to  be  called  '-The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York."  This 
is  understood  to  he  only  a  legal  method  of  introduc- 
ing the  proposed  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank 
ol  tlie  United  States.  The  amount  of  capital  men- 
tioned in  the  certificate,  is  of  course  only  suited  to 
accomplish  this  purpose,  and  is  no  indication  of  the 
real  strength  ofthe  institution. 

Resumption  in  Baltimore.  From  the  "Patriot"  of 
Tuesday.  As  mentioned  in  our  last,  the  day  fixed 
upon  for  the  lormal  and  general  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments,  passed  in  Baltimore  almost  unnotic- 
ed. The  call  for  specie  at  the  banks,  vary  lillle  if 
at  all  exceeded  the  accustomed  call  for  change,  in 
specie  paying  times,  foi  the  ordinary  business  trans- 
actions. A  ten  or  fire,  and  occasionally  two  or  three 
city  corporation  dollar  bills,  presented  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  small  change,  was  in  a  general  way 
the  amount  ofthe  'otierings"  at  the  several  banks, 
in  this  city,  yesterday.  It  is  in  fact  altogether  proba- 
ble that  the  banks  in  Baltimore  willfind themselves 
ill  possession*f  a  larger  amount  of  coin  at  the  end 
of  the  week  of  resiitniition,  than  they  had  at  the 
beginning — and  that,  as  the  public  know,  was 
abundant  for  all  useful  purposes.  It  is  not  antici- 
pated, therefore,  that  the  act  of  resumption  can,  in 
these  latitudes,  produce  any  stricture  in  the  money 
market.  Tlianks  to  the  past  prudence  of  dealers 
and  bankers,  there  liave  be,n  no  ]ireturnatural  ex- 
pansions with  us,  and  there  are  therefore  no  painful 
contractions  necessary. 

Resumption  in  Virginia.  The  Richmond  Whig 
ofthe  nth  inst.  says:  "The  banks  in  this  city 
have  for  some  weeks  past  substantially  resumed — 
paying  out  whateverspecie  was  called  for.  There 
is  however,  now  that  it  can  be  had,  no  extra  demand 
[or  specie. 

Important  fro.m  Florida.  The  follouing 
items  of  painful  intelligence  reached  us  by  yester- 
day's southern  express  mail: 

The  following  letter,  from  our  fellow  citizen  col. 
■lames  Gadsden,  says  the  Tallahassee  Floridian  of 
the  4th  inst.  gives  an  account  of  another  horrid 
murder  committed  by  savages  near  Bailey's  Mills, 
a  few  miles  from  col.  G.'s,  entirely  within  the  fron- 
tier border.  An  express  to  the  governor,  received 
on  Thursday,  states  that  two  Indian  arrows  vvre 
found  in  the  breast  of  a  small  girl,  one  ofthe  vic- 
tims. One  of  the  arrows  was  brought  up  by  the 
express,  which  we  saw.  It  '3  about  three  feet  in 
If  ngtii — the  barb  of  iron  about  2  1-2  inches  long 
and  one  inch  in  widlh,  thin  and  sharp  at  the  point. 

Wednesdaij  morning,  Jlug.  1,  1838. 
To  the  editor  ofthe  Floridian: 

Sir:  The  early  part  ol  last  evening,  Mr,  Single- 
tary,  his  wife  and  two  children  were  shockingly 
murdered  in  this  neighborhood.  But  one  of  the 
family,  a  girl  about  5  years  ol  age,  miraculously 
escaped,  to  tell  the  melancholy  tidings  of  her  pa- 
rents and  sisters.  She  says  the  deed  was  perpe- 
trated by  Indians,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  co- 
lored persons.  Major  Dearborn,  with  volunteers 
from  the  neighborhood,  is  in  the  search  lor  the 
murilerers,  but  as  they  had  a  whole  night  in  ad- 
vance to  escajie,  it  is  not  probable  that  their  trail 
can  be  followed,  or  the  parly  be  overtaken.  Com- 
ments are  unnecessary. 

The  contest  waging  in  Florida  with  the  Semi- 
noles  has  assumed  so  erratic  and  guerilla  a  chaiac- 
as  to  require  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  every 


eye  witness  to  this  melaiicholy  fad. 
[extr.\ct.] 
"Camp  Wilds.  (Geo.)  JvIylSd,  1838. 
"Forty-five  miles  northwest  of  Centreville,  on 
Sunday  morning,  a  man  came  full  speed  into  camp 
with  the  ciy  ollndians,  I  asked  where.  He  said 
about  5  miles  ott,  thot  he  had  just  removed  a  family 
who  heard  the  report  ol  guiis  and  the  screair/S  of 
people.  We  were  in  our  saddles  in  a  f-'w  monu  nis, 
and  under  lull  speed  to  the  spot  where  the  alarm 
originated;  and  O,  God!  of  all  the  scenes  I  ever 
savv',  or  ever  wish  to  see,  presented  itself  to  view. 
On  reaching  the  ground,  a  man,  wile,  and  four  chil- 
dren of  his  own,  and  two  of  his  own  sister's  had 
fallen  by  the  Indians.  Th'er  children  of  the  six 
were  alive  when  we  reached  the  spot,  one  about  3 
years  old  had  been  shot  through  the  abdomen,  and 
lay  asleep  on  the  dead  mother,  another  about  10 
rods  from  ttie  mother.  But,  O,  hoi-rid  to  tell,  I 
found  a  fine  young  lady  of  18,  shot  in  two  places 
and  dirked  in  another,  wilh  about  20  hogs  around 
her,  and  she  yet  alive  and  had  her  senses  perfectly. 
This  was  the  most  trying  time  I  had  ever  seen.  I 
gave  her  cold  water  which  she  wished  much,  and 
remained  with  lieras  long  as  I  could,  till  obliged  to 
go  in  search  of  tin  Indians.  We  left  a  guard  to 
protect  them,  and  administer  to  them  all  that  they 
could,  but  all  expired  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
alter  we  lelt. 

The  Indians  scattered  in  all  directions,  and  it  was 
some  time  before  we  could  find  the  irail;  we  loUow  ed 
them  about  25  miles,  and  until  further  pursuit  could 
not  be  had,  having  tlnn  gone  into  the  Okalanoka, 
as  lar  as  white  men  could  well  go.  We  left  our 
horses  and  waded  nearly  to  our  hips  in  n;ud  lor 
two  miles,  which  was  as  much  as  we  could  stand. 
We  returned  that  night,  lound  all  buried,  eight  ill 
number,  in  one  grave.     We  returned  to  camp,  then 

camp ,  but  now  camp    Il-'iWs,   that   being  the 

name  ofthe  murdered  family.  Two  children  escap- 
ed— one  of  them  says  a  iihite  man  was  with  the  In- 
dians, and  caught  liim — asked  him  why  he  did  not 
run;  the  boy  told  him  he  would,  il  lie  would  let 
him  go— which  the  man  did.  Said  now  damn  you, 
run,  and  so  he  escaped.  On  our  return  we  found 
all  the  families  had  removed  to  our  encampment. 

We  are  making  arrangements  to  scour  the  coun- 
try about  Fort  Fanning  and  its  vicinity.  In  haste, 
the  express  wailing,  with  respect,  your  obedienT 
servant,  N.  Darling,  lieut.  2d  dragoons. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Courier. 

Correspondence  N.   Y.  .American. 

Camp  in  E.  Florida,  July  listli,  1838. 

Sir:  Unfortunate  Florida  has  again  become  the 
scene  of  those  perilous  excitements,  by  which,  for 
so  long  a  period,  her  citizens  have  been  agitated. 
It  would  seem  that  the  Seminoles,  in  whatever  de- 
gree diminished  in  number,  or  humbled  in  pride, 
are  far  from  being  conquered.  The  citizens  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Santa  Fee  and  Suwanee  are  under 
the  necessity  of  abandoning  theircrops  and  retiring 
to  the  forts,  or  of  incurring  the  imminent  risk  of 
being  murdered  on  their  plant-iitions.  Tlie  son  ol  a 
Mr.  Gwinn  came  recently  into  camp  saying,  that 
the  Indians  had  attacked  his  father's  house,  and  he 
had  "lelt  father  fiighling  them."  Capt.  Dade  , 
with  his  company  of  the  2d  dragoons,  immediately 
galloped  to  the  spot,  which  was  but  a  few  miles 
above,  on  the  bank  ofthe  Sante  Fee;  but  on  arriv 
ing  there,  the  warlare,  such  as  it  had  been,  was 
over.  The  house  was  deserted.  A  trail  ol  blood, 
leading  from  the  yard  to  a  neighboring  field,  was 
pursued,  and,  after  passing  over  a  fence,  the  father 
was  discovered  lying  dead  a  few  paces  beyond. 
This  fence  he  must  have  climbed  after  he  was 
wounded,  as  the  marks  of  blood  upon  il  corresponded 
with  two  v\oiind3  which  he  had  received  in  each 
thigh.  The  Indians  evidently  pursued  him  to  the 
fence,  and  from  there  fired  on  him  again,  since, 
from  the  nature  of  a  third  and  fatal  wound,  he  must 
have  fallen  upon  the  s]iot  where  it  was  received. 

On  examining  Ihe  premises  further,  the  lifeless 
and  disfigiiied  remains  of  Mrs.  Gwinn  were  dis- 
covered contiguous  to  those  ol  her  husband.     She  > 
was  not  scalped,   but   was    made  the   victim  of  a 
cruelly   deeper  and    more    refined.     The  wretches  i 


per  an 

individual  to  bring  it  to  a  close.     No  one  can  anti- !  had  dashed  out  the  brains  of  her  infant,  and  placed  1 

cipate  whose  house  or   whose  family  may  be  the  j  Ihe  mangled  innocent  in   its  mother's  arms.     There 

next  victims.     Yours,  Jas.  Gadsden,      \shelay,  the  murdered  mother, fondling  with  the  icy  em- 

—  brace  of  death  her  murdered  child. 

From  the  Jacksonville  Courier  of  the  9th  inst.  The  remains  of  these  unfortunate  victims  of  sa- 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter,  to  the    vage  cruelty  were  hastily  collected  and  deposited 

editor,  giving  further  particulars  of  the  late  Indian  )  in  a  common  grave,  after  which  capt.  D.  resumed 
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the  line  of  march,  pursuing  the  trail  of  the  relent- 
less .md  flying  foe.  Success  ^ei'ineil  lo  sinilt  U|>oii 
the  ellbri:  ol  hinis  llaJiil  nun,  luitil  thty  Ii;h1  lr.i- 
versed  thi-  distanci.'  ol  f.vchv  niil.s,  when  every 
vesti^'e  of  Ihe  trail  smldenly  ilisappc-areri,  II  Wiis 
in  vain  that  l.'.e  hnrsen.en  loile  aroiinii  llic  spot 
whicli  bore  the  list  iiiipressioii  ol  the  inocciisin; 
the  insiiiict  of  Ihe  reil  man  once  nmre  pro\ed  a 
siiccesslnl  ant  Ironist  lo  tin- educ.itioii  of  the  while. 
From  this  spot,  as  a  centre,  the  hosliles  had  sepa- 
rated aloii:;  tile  diilereiit  radii  of  a  circle,  whose 
circumference  wms  Ih-  siirroniidiiii;  h..niii.ocli.  and 
the  pursuers  were  under  the  necessity  of  retiirnini; 
to  camp,  briiigin;:  wilh  them  nolhlii:;"biit  the  detail 
ol  their  melancholy  and  unsuccessful  uiission. 
Yours,  &.C. 

iMoL'NTtD  Vol.L'NTEEn. 

"The  wir  i.etrhj  ended."  W'ilhin  the  last 
ten  ilays  we  have  heard  of  llie  murder  of  not  less 
than  half  a  dozen  ol  onr  citizens  hy  the  Indians, 
and  yel  we  are  told  "the  war  is  nearly  ended."  ll 
is  true  a  number  ol'  the  hosliles  have  been  captured 
anil  removed  out  of  (he  connliy,  but  there  are  num- 
bers yet  left  sufficient  to  baffle  ail  the  eltorts  ol  our 
troops.  Our  citizens  have  no  security  on  the  Iron- 
tier,  and  they  are  either  compelled  to  abandon  their 
homes,  and  sutler  starvation,  or  remain  with  almost 
a  certainty  of  being  massacred  hy  the  savasjes. 
Many  of  our  fronlier  settlers  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  scanty  pittance  for  their  families 
which  would  be  received  by  volunteer  service  in 
the  army,  but  their  proposiiions  are  met  with  the 
reply  that  there  are  Ironps  in  service  already  snfli- 
ci.  nt.  The  best  evidence  we  have  to  disprove  this, 
is  the  fact  of  the  frequent  depredations  and  iiinrd.rs 
committed  by  the  savages,  and  is,  we  think,  siifii- 
cinntly  conclusive  The  govrrnment  have  mosily 
withdrawn  their  supplies,  and  commenctd  calcu- 
lating the  e.\pense  of  protecting  the  defenceless 
citizen,  as  though  the  value  of  human  life  could  be 
estimatHd  by  the  pitiful  calculation  nf  dollars  and 
cents  For  the  houor  of  onr  country  and  Ihe  cause 
of  humanity,  it  is  time  this  course  was  abandoned. 

In  relation  to  the  fugitive  Creelv=,  it  is  true  seve- 
ral companies  of  regular  troops  have  been  in  con- 
stant service  since  Iheir  escape;  neither  have  they 
or  their  officers  lacked  enero;y  or  induslrv — fht'v 
have  scoured  the  country  on  foot,  carryins  their 
provisions  on  Iheir  backs,  till  liny  have  worn  out 
their  clothing  and  ahnost  their  persons — and  failed 
for  marly  two  months  in  di-coverins  scarcely  any 
trace  of  Ihe  ninawavs.  Their  recent  discovery,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Oclocknee,  prove,  howevi  r,  that 
the  Indians  have  been  in  the  country,  from  which 
nothing  but  a  very  superior  force  to  that  now  in  the 
field  will  be  successful  in  disloilgin;  them.  We 
conceive  such  policy  to  be  most  wretched  and  cer- 
tainly most  expensive.  The  war  is  protracted;  the 
country  laid  waste — ourcitizens  muidered,  and  Iheir 
properly  scattered  to  Ihe  four  winds  of  heaven — our 
national  character  disgraced  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  our  whole  army  successfully  foiled  in  all  its  at 
tempts  to  remove  the  most  worthless  of  all  the  In- 
dian tribes  from  one  of  her  territories.  How  long 
such  a  state  of  atiairs  will  continue,  heaven  only 
knows.  [Tallahassee  Floridian  of  July  13.  " 

Fro.m  the  Cherokee  cocntrv.  .ilheus.  Ten 
iiessee,  July  25.  Geiural  Scott  aiid  colonel  Whit- 
ing \  isiled  our  tow  n  last  week,  and  we  had  the  plea- 
sure of  an  inter,  sting  interview  with  the  gener?l. 
He  contradicts  Ihe  rumors  that  have  been  put  in 
circulation  of  the  great  sickness  and  mor'ality 
amongst  the  Indians.  There  is  not  more  sickness 
amongst  the  Indians  tnan  might  ordinarily  take 
place  ainong?t  any  olht-r  people  under  Ihe  same  cir- 
cum>taiices.  The  Indians  are  encamped  o^■e^  a 
space  of  about  lorly  square  miles;  are  well  provid 
ed  lor,  with  whulnsome  provisions,  i^ood  physicians 
and  meuicines,  and  conduct  themselves  very  dis- 
creetly. A  few  of  the  North  Carolina  Indians  at 
first  concealed  themselves  in  Ihe  mountains,  but 
they  are  now  all  comin;;  in.  The  geneial  spptks 
well  of  the  chi-f^.  H*-  says  Ihcy  have  used  Iheir 
influence  in  procuring  the  Indians  to  come  in  and 
sub  nit  peaceably  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and 
have  also  aided  him  in  mainlaining  good  order  in 
the  encampments.  [Journal. 

TRE.\SURY  CIRCULAR. 

To  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  money. 

Treasury  ilej)arlmenl,  July  1-1,  1838. 
Congress  having  adjourned  without  making  any 
additional  provisions  lor  the  security  or  safe  keeping 
of  the  public  money,  it  i«  obvious  that  in  the  present 
state  of  Ihe  laivs  and  ihe  banks,  an  iinuoiial  responsi- 
bility devolves  upon  those  who  colled  the  revenue" 
of  the  g^^neral  government.  The  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining suitable  depositories  for  it,  as  well  a-;  in  trans- 
ferring or  paying  it  out  conveniently,  without  the 


!  aid  of  that  further  legislation,  the  necessity  and 
character  of  which  have  been  fully  ixpl.dned  in 
public  coiiimiinicatioiis  from  this  di'parlmeiii.  im- 
poses on  all  colli  dors  ami  receivers  tlie  duty  of  ex- 
Iraordiimry  vigilance  and  caie. 

I  The  president  expects  ll.at  exertions  corrrespond- 
iiig  to  Ihe  occasion  will  clieerlnlly  be  made  by  eveiv 
;  offieer,  and  that  no  eliurl  will  be  spared  lo  have  ail 
I  the  laws,  as  well  as  the  r  giihiline.-  ai^il  inslii.clioi.s 
I  of  Ihe  treasury  departinenl,  srnipiilonsly  enlbrci'd. 
Accuracy  in  jour  acconi.ls;  pnncluahly  in  relurns; 
j  proinpine?s  in  joiir  deposiles  and  paynients,  imd  en- 
tire hibearance  to  use  any  pail  ol  Ihe  public  Hinds 
I  tin- privale  pni poses,  will,  il  is  hoped,  characterize 
the  whole  class  of  collecting  ofliceis  hereafter.  In 
the  present  condition  ol  things,  if  any  deparluie 
should  nnforliinalely  occur,  it  will  be  i'mrIi  ri'gret- 
ted;  and  however  nnpha^anl  Ihe  task,  an  r.\.  mplary 
and  severe  notice  of  the  irregnlarily  "ill  bicome 
incessary,  in  order  to  secure  Ilie  fjreat  public  inler- 
|esls  involved  in  Ihe  subject.  The  duly  on  Ihe  pari 
,  of  the  |iuhlic  officers  to  abstain  from  Ihe  employ 
]  ment  of  the  public  money  for  jirivate  advantag.- "is 
so  apparent,  that  no  excuse  whatever  lor  it  c;;n  be 
I  deemed  ..duiissable. 
I  Kespectfnily  yours, 

'  1-Evi  AVonrui-RY, 

I  Secirtary  o/the  treasury. 

Uniteii  St.vtds  .wn  .Mexico.  It  is  stated  that 
Sir.  Rl.iiiinez,  the  M.xican  minister,  has  been  de- 
tained ai  .\e\v  Oileans,  wailing  for  lull  powers  lioin 
I  Ins  government  to  negoliate  willi  onrs,  concerniiif 
a  sellleinent  of  all  poinis  in  dispute,  by  inedialioir 
It  is  only  w  ilhin  a  lew  da\  s  thai  Ihe  credentials  w  ere 
nceived.  The  minister  is  expecled  forthwith  at 
Washington.  The  king  of  Prussia,  it  is  said,  has 
been  thought  of  ns  medialor.  ] 

New  Gra.vad.a,.  From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
Gen.  Francisco  de  Paula  Saiiiander, ex'presirleiit  ofl 
New  Granada,  is  now  a  inendierof  the  house  of  re-  I 
preseniaiives  of  the  same  republic,  and  occupies  I 
the  statiiui  ol  speaker.  ' 

The  commission  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the 
objects  ol  the  convention  ol  23d  Dcceiiiber,  1S34, 
lor  a  division  of  the  national  debt  of  the  old  repub- 
lic ol  Colombia,  was  installed  at  Bogota  on  the  25th 
of  April.  II  consists  of  Sr.  Santos  Michelena  on 
the  part  of  Venezuela.  Sr.  Francisco  IVInrcos  on  the 
part  of  Equador,  ami  Sr.  Riifino  Cuervo  on  the  )iart 
of  New  Granada;  these  three  republics  being  the 
Iragmenls  into  which  the  old  republic  of  Colombia, 
alter  contracting  the  debt,  vias  divided. 

.\  decree  was  issued  at  Bogota  on  the  25th  of 
April,  granting  a  full  and  free  pardon  to  all  persons 
who,  since  the  publication  of  the  consfiliition,  and 
prior  lo  the  1st  of  January  last,  were  implicated  in 
any  conspiracy,  treason,  or  sedition;  and  this  with- 
out reference  to  the  queslion  whether  they  had  left 
the  country,  or  were  in  process  of  trial,  or  actually 
sullering  tiie  penalties  ol  condemnation.  Tliesam'e 
pardon  is  extended  to  di-serters  from  the  army  and 
navy.  In  order  to  avail  themselves  of  this  p.ardon, 
however,  Ihe  parties  interested,  if  within  the  limits 
of  Ihe  republic,  were  required  to  present  Iheinselves 
to  the  governor  of  Ihe  province  In  which  they  were, 
within  4(1  days  aller  the  publication  of  the  decree 
in  said  province;  and  if  out  of  the  republic,  within 
six  months  from  the  26th  of  April,  to  the  governor 
of  the  province  in  which  they  should  first  land  on 
returning  to  their  country. 

Court  of  inqciry.  Maj.  gen.  Gaines  has  as- 
sembled a  court  of  iiiqniiy.  by  request  of  maj.  Cross- 
man,  at  St.  Louis,  to  enqnire'iiitosoiiieallfd^ed  mis- 
conduct ol  the  last  naim-d  gentleman.  On  ilie  13th 
lilt.  Ihe  court  met,  but  adjourned  ov.r  lo  the  31st,  in 
ciMiseqiience  of  a  dispute  as  to  rank  between  majoi-s 
Hitchcock  and  Noel,  who  were  to  conijiose  a  part  of 
the  court.  1 

St.  Louis,  .'lugusl  2.  Owinir  lo  Ihe  personal  dif-  > 
ficiilly  viliich  occurred  on  the  Slst  nit,  and  mention- j 
ed  in  our  paper  of  xcsterday,  as  having  transpired  at 
the  adjournment  of  the  court,  niaior  Ciossman  was 
consicierid  as  under  an  arrest,  aiv.l  iimil  tins  is  dis- 
posed of  by  a  court-martial,  no  further  proceedings 
CHn  be  had  in  the  court  of  inquiry.  The  court, 
therefore,  ailjouriied  over  to  some  future  day.   [Hep 

Promotions  in  the  Hritish  army  amd  na- 
vy. Fro7n  Ihe  ..irmy  and  S'ury  Chronicle.  The 
accession  of  a  sovereign  to  the  throne  in  any  of 
the  governments  of  Europe,  is  usually  attended 
with  the  creation  of  a  number  of  new  peers,  and  the 
promotion  of  officers  in  the  army  and  navy.  Thus 
we  see,  that  alter  the  coronation  of  queen  I'irloria, 
this  '■iistom  was  not  forgollen.  Besides  the  knights, 
baronets,  earls  and  dukes,  in  whom  our  readers 
take  little  interest,  the  promotions  in  the  army  and 
navy  were  almost  as  numerous  as  the  aggregate  of 


similar  ranks  (where  we  have  similar  ranks)  in 
onr  servici'. 

brevet    PBO.MOTIONS    in-    the    BRITISH     ARMY. 

{,  Inciudii,^  Ihe  royal  mui  iiies  and  eugineers  j 

Arniv.  K.  Kiij;.  Ahirincs. 
Captains  to  be  majors,  so  k7  2 

Majors  to  be  III ut.  colonels,   30  1  0 

Liviit.  ccd's  to  be  colonels,      46  4  0 

Colonels  to  be  in.ij.  generals,   16  G  0 

Maj.gen'ls  to  be  11.  gen'ls,'    42  5  0 

Lt.  generals  10  be  geneials,     17  2  2 


Total,  121  44  4 

'.^mong  these  were  Sir  John  Waedoi  aid,  K.  C. 
B.,  ailjntani  general  of  Ihe  Briti.-li  uriny.  and  bir 
John  Colboiiiin  .  G.  C.  B.,  commandtr-inchiel  of 
the  iiiiliiaiy  liuees  in  Canada. 

PRO.MO'lIONS    IN    the    UllITlSIl    NAVY. 

Males  lo  be  lieiiteiiants,  60 

Lieutenants  lo  bo  cominandirs,  50 

Commanders  to  be  captains,  35 

Caplains  to  he  1.  ar  admirals  of  the  blue,  12 

K.admiialsol  ihe  bine  to  be  K.  A.ol  the  while,  10 
K.  admirals  ol  the  white  to  be  K.  .\.  ol  the  red,  6 
U.  adii-iials  ol  Ihe  red  to  be  i  Ice  A  ol  the  blue,  -1 
V.  admirals  ol  Ihe  blue  to  be  V.  A.ol  Ihe  while,  4 
V.  admirals  ol  the  white  to  be  V.  A.  (d  ihe  n  d,  4 
V.  admirals  of  the  red  lo  be  admirals  ol  the  blue,  3 

Total  number  jiromoted,  I8S 

Some  ol  the  captains  in  Ihe  royal  marines,  it  is 
said,  have  ser^ed  Ironi  33  to  37  yearsi  Hopeful 
chances  lor  their  reaching  the  highest  grades. 

The  Pottawatta.mies.  An  Indian  council 
with  the  Pollawatlamies  ol  Ihe  Wabash,  was  held 
by  colonel  Pepper  at  Plymouth,  Indiana,  July  17lh. 
Sangoaw,  Ihe  chief,  expressed,  in  very  explicit 
tern, s,  Iheir  nnw  illingiuss  10  quit  for  the  w'vsl.  Kan- 
goaw  said: 

My  chiefs  have  all  hcaid  and  considered  upon 
what  you  told  us,  and  you  shall  hear  what  they  now 
say.  When  yon  asked  my  chiefs  an  exprission  of 
their  opinion  relative  to  removal,  ihey  were  glad, 
and  appointed  this  day  to  give  you  an  answer. 

My  father— You  have  asked  my  chiels  and  all 
present  to  go  west  ol  the  Mississippi — they  have  all 
told  me  to  say  they  would  not  go.  1  he  Gi eat  Spirit 
desires  us  to  live  in  peace  with  all  men.  We  want 
the  United  Slates  to  pay  us  our  annuity,  and  we 
dont  know  but  that  we  w  ill  get  our  land  back  again, 
and  this  is  the  reason  my  chiels  are  not  willing  to 
go  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi.  We  were  gladwiicn 
you  menlioned  our  great  lather  the  president.  He 
does  not  wish  to  be  at  vaiiance  wilh  any  one,  and 
neither  do  we. 

My  father — We  heard  what  you  said  yesterday, 
and  you  have  heard  what  we  have  just  said.  We 
do  not  want  you  to  say  any  more  on'the  subject,  for 
if  you  do,  we  will  nol  listen  to  it. 

The  Indians  then  imnudiately  arose  and  departed 
from  the  council. 

Black  Hawk.  The  lourlh  of  July  was  cele- 
brated at  Fort  Madison,  (Iowa.)  Among  Ihe  in- 
vited guests,  says  the  Fort  Madison  Palriot,  th.'old 
Indian  chiellain.  Black  Hauk,  stood  pre-eminent. 
He  was  decently  clothed  in  citizrn's  dress,  and  we 
have  never  seen  him  show  to  bi'IIer  advantage. 
During  the  interview  he  made  a  short  speech,  which 
will  be  found  below.  Messrs.  Hall  and  Brierly,  two 
good  interpreters,  were  present  and  look  notes.  By 
their  politeness  we  are  enabled  to  lay  before  our 
leaders  Ibis  speech,  which  is  a  correct  translation, 
verbatim  et  literatim. 

Alter  tne  legular  toasts  were  drank,  the  follow- 
ing was  ottered  by  one  of  the  company: 

Oil)-  illustrious  guest.  Black  Hawk — May  his  de- 
clining years  be  as  calm  and  serene  as  his  previous 
life  has  benn  boisleroiis  and  full  of  warlike  incidents. 
His  altachment  and  present  friendship  to  his  white 
brethren  fully  entille  him  to  a  seat  at  our  festive 
board. 

After  the  above  toast  was  drank  Black  Hawk 
arose  and  made  the  h)llowing  remarks: 

Black  Hawk's  speech.  It  has  pleased  the  Great 
Spirit  that  I  am  lii-re  to  day — I  have  eaten  wilh  my 
while  friends.  The  earth  is  our  mother — we  are 
now  on  it — wilh  the  Great  Spirit  above  11? — It  is 
good.  I  hope  we  are  all  friends  here.  A  few  win- 
ters ago  I  was  fighting  against  you — I  did  wrong 
perhaps,  but  that  is  past — it  is  buried — let  it  be  for- 
gotten. 

Rock  river  WIS  a  beaiilifnl  country — I  liked  my 
towns,  my  corn(i>dds  and  the  home  ol  my  people. 
I  fought  for  it.  It  is  now  yonr's— keep  it  as  we  did 
— it  will  produce  yon  good  crops. 

I  thank  the  Great  Spirit  that  I  am  now  friendly 
with  my  v.  bite  brethren — we  are  together — we  have 
ealen  together — we  are  friends — it  is  his  wish  and 
mine.    For  your  friendship  I  (bank  you. 
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I  was  once  a  great  warrior— I  ain  now  poor. 
Ke-o-kuk  has  been  the  cause  of  iny  present  situa- 
tion—but I  do  not  attach  blame  to  hun.  I  am  now 
old.  I  have  looked  upon  the  Mississippi  since  I 
have  been  a  child.  I  love  the  great  river.  I  have 
dwelt  upon  its  banks  from  the  time  I  was  an  iiilant. 
I  look  upon  it  now.  I  shake  hands  with  you,  and 
as  it  is  my  wish,  I  hope  you  are  my  friends. 

Sioux  and  Chippewas.  The  Detroit  Daily 
Advertiser  of  the  4th  inst.,  mentions  that  a  letter 
from  Fort  Snellin?  to  a  gentleman  in  that  city,  dated 
July  12th,  states" that  the  Chippewas  and  Sioux 
had  a  brush  quite  recently  on  the  Chippewa  river, 
which  terminated  in  the  death  of  one  Sioux  and 
five  Chippewas.  One  of  the  latter  was  roasted  and 
eaten  by  the  former.  The  above  letter  also  ob- 
serves that  a  severe  thunder  storm  occurred  at  Fort 
Snelling  on  the  9lh,  in  which  a  man  (name  not 
given)  was  killed.  The  rain  fell  over  five  inches 
on  the  level. 

Light  houses,  he.  from  the  Jrmj  and  Navy 
Chronicle.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  approv- 
ed July  7,  1838,  "making  appropriations  for  build- 
ing light  houses,  light  boats,  beacon  lights,  buoys, 
and  making  surveys,  for  the  year  18.38,"  the  coast 


worn-out,  hackneyed,  barefaced,  up  and  down  lie, 
which  was  fust  broached  by  an  American  ship  cap- 
tain who  never  told  truth,  but  by  mistake,  wc  sup- 
posed had  ceased  to  be  circulated.  But  it  appears 
we  were  mistaken.  It  is  yet  said  that  the  lormer 
habits  of  the  people  were  so  licentious  that  none  of 
their  children  live.  This  falsehood  is  too  gross  and 
unreasonable  to  require  a  serious  refutation.  If  it 
were  necessary,  an  accurate  classification  of  the 
ages  ril  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  would  give  as 
large  a  number  of  living<:hildren  born  in  thecolony, 
as  perhaps  any  population  in  the  world,  of  equal 
number.  The  rice  tub  of  many  a  father  declares, 
in  language  the  most  unequivocal,  that  the  above 
is  the  grossest  slander.  The  first  child  that  was 
born  here  is  now  alive,  and  James  Branden  is  his 
name,  and  sixteen  years  is  his  age,  and  a  sturdier 
little  urchin  there  is  not  to  be  found.  How  abash- 
ed would  the  slanderer  be,  if  he  is  capable  ofblush- 
inc,  if  he  could  only  see  the  said  James  Branden 
baring  his  head  to  the  scorching  rays  of  a  vertical 
sun,  and  throwing  off  the  heat  as  indignantly  as  we 
do  the  slanders,  back  in  the  teeth  of  those  that  at- 
tempt to  heap  them  upon  us." 

Stea.mboat  racing.     The   Cleveland   Herald 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  has  the  loUowing  statement  re 


of  the  United  States   has    been   divided   into  eight  j  specting  a   recent   steamboat  race  on   Lake  Erie. 


districts,  and  the  following  named  officers  of  the 
navy  assigned  to  the  duty  of  making  the  necessary 
examinations,  suiveys,  and  reports: 

Capt.  L.  Rosseau,  from  Sabine  river  to  Key  West. 

Com.  E.  P.  Kennedy,  from  Key  West  to  Norfolk. 

Lieut.  W.  D.  Porter,  from  Norfolk  In  New  York. 

Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache,  from  New  York  to  Newport. 

Lieut.  E.W.Carpender,  Irom  Newport  to  Boston. 

Lieut.  T.  J.  Manning,  from  Boston  to  Eastport 

Lieut.  C.  T.  Piatt,  northern  lake  boundary,  east 
of  Detroit. 

Lieut.  J.  T.  Homans,  do  do  west  of  Detroit. 

Governor  Kent  and  the  boundary.  The 
Bangor  Whig  brings  us  the  following  important  in- 
formation relative  to  the  intentions  of  the  governor 
of  Maine.  Mr.  Kent  is  in  earnest,  and  the  bitter- 
est of  hisopponent«  will  by  and  by  be  compelled  lo 
do  justice  both  to  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  liis  ad- 
ministration. "We  understand,"  says  the  Whig, 
"that  the  executive  government  of  the  slate  are 
taking  measures  to  liive  every  thing  in  readine.'^s  to 
run  the  north-east  boundary  line,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  '83,  on  the  first  of  next  month.  We  sup- 
pose the  course  taken  will  be,  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  proceed  to  ran  the  line.  If  they  meet 
with  no  resistance  from  the  proviiicial  authorities, 
well  and  good;  if  they  do,  measures  will  be  taken 
to  protect  the  commissioners  by  a  competent  mili- 
tary force.  Already  the  attention  of  the  adjutant 
general  has  been  invited  to  the  subject." 

[Boston  .illas. 

Gambling  on  the  western  waters.  This 
is  a  most  important  as  well  as  a  most  alarming  sub- 
ject; and  we  trust  the  authorities  of  Illinois  ami 
other  western  slates  will  enact  such  laws  as  shall 
.•Suppress  a  demoralizing  vice,  which,  as  will  be 
.?een,  too  often  leads  to  assassination  and  murder. 
Tbe  Graftim  (111.)  Backw-oodsman,  has  an  article 
«u  the  prevalance  of  gambling  on  board  the  steam- 
ers in  the  western  rivers.  It  records  the  death  of 
severaf  individuals  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  and 
the  following  extract  sliowsa  state  of  morals  almost 
too  depraved  for  belief. 

"Numbers  have  come  to  the  west,  taken  passage 
on  board  of  a  boat,  and  never  been  heard  of  again. 
In  repeated  instances  within  the  last  few  years,  let- 
ters have  been  addressed  to  us  from  a  distance,  with 
anxious  inquiries  for  a  friend,  from  whom  no  tidings 
had  come  since  he  was  on  the  point  of  embarking  on 
hoard  of  a  boat.  It  was  feared  that  he  had  fallen 
overboard,  or  died  on  the  passage,  and  we  were  im- 
plored in  the  most  atTccling  terms  to  seek  intelli- 
gence of  his  fate.  Our  earnest  endeavors  in  most 
instances  have  proved  unavailing.  Could  llie  deep 
and  turb.'d  waters  of  our  rivers  reveal  their  secrets, 
they  wouiVI  t^"  but  too  olten  the  long  silence  of 
those  absent  /'iends.  The  midnight  gambling,  the 
fierce  quarrel,  t^e  ^"^'  "'«  sullen  plunge  of  the 
ghastly  corse,  with  heavy  weights  attached,  all 
follow  in  quick  succession,  and  with  the  unerring 
certainty  that  eftisct  follovJ'S  cause."      {Phil.  Inq. 

Liberia.  We  copyfhe  follo'.ving  contradiction, 
from  the  Liberia  Herald,  of  a  story  that  has  been 
industriously  circulated  in  the  country,  by  the  ene- 
mies of  colonization,  causing  the  impression  that 
the  race  of  color  from  America  soon  become  ex- 
tinct in  Africa:  [.Nat.  Intel. 

"Wo  hoar  that  a  report  is  circulating  in  America 
that  thor«  are  very  few  children  born  here,  and  of 
the  few  that  are  born,  none  live.    Now,  this  stale, 


VVe  publish  it  in  order  that  travellers  may  avoid 
taking  passage  in  boats  the  commanders  of  which 
are  so  reckless  of  human  life. 

American  House, 
Cleveland,  July  31,  1838. 

Messrs.  Editors:  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the 
columns  of  your  paper,  for  a  word  of  caution  to  the 
travelling  public. 

After  the  many  and  melancholy  disasters  that 
have  of  late  occurred  in  our  steanjboat  navigation, 
I  should  suppose  that  respect  for  their  own  reputa- 
tion, would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future 
discreet  conduct  of  the  officers  of  our  steamboats. 

But  not  so.  The  steamers  Buffalo,  captain  Al- 
len, and  Erie,  captain  Titus,  left  Bu Halo,  yesterday 
morning,  about  10  o'clock,  the  Erie  ahead  The 
Bulialosoon  overlook  her,  and  the  two  boats  ran  side 
and  side  for  some  time,  and  the  officers  of  the  Erie 
all  the  while  changing  baggage,  onlering  the  pas- 
sengers hilherand  hither  to  trim  the  boat — consum- 
ini;  pitch,  and  afterwards  grease,  and  making  e\ery 
posHble  ettbrt  to  keep  ahead  of  the  Butialo,  but 
without  success. 

Again  at  Erie,  the  two  boats  started  bow  and 
bow.  The  Erie  got  aground  in  coming  out,  and 
the  Buffalo  kept  ahead  until  dark,  when  the  Erie 
again  came  up,  and  the  boats  continutd  side  by 
side  for  another  hour.  The  Erie  passed  while  the 
Buffalo  stopped  at  Grand  River  (o  wood,  and  in  order 
to  save  time,  captain  Titus  of  the  Erie  landed  tl 
passengers  for  Cleveland  at  t«o  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing at  the  Beacon  light  on  Ihe  end  of  the  pier! 
Men,  women,  and  children  were  put  off  at  the  end 
of  a  narrow  pier,  1,200  feet  from  land — surf  break- 
ing over  its  entire  lenglh,  and  this  in  the  darkne.is 
of  two  o'clock  at  night!  One  passenger,  an  invalid 
on  crutches,  was  obliged  to  wait  there  until  morn- 
ing because  unable  to  hobble  over  the  slippery 
planking,  the  pier  being  too  narrow  to  admit  of  a 
carriage  taking  him  away. 

Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  captain  of  any 
boat  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  the  public  ought 
lo  be  cautioned  to  avoid  such  boats  and  officers  as 
show  themselves  so  reckless  of  life,  and  regardless 
ol  public  sentiment. 

Yours,  respectfully. 

C.  A.  Lord, 
Of  N.  Y.  city,  and  passenger  on  board  the  Eric. 


Penal  system  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  system  of  iiiii.ishment  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  combining  solitary  confinement 
with  labor,  are  thus  set  forth  by  the  editor  of  the 
Philadel|)hia  Gazette. 

We  stated  the  other  day.  tl;at  we  believed 
this  system  to  be  Ihe  b^'^t  I'n  Ihe  world,  in  all  its 
main  features — best  not  lor  the  body  only,  but 
for  the  purification  of  heart  and  spirit,  thiough 
"Ihe  casligalion  and  severe  reproof,"  of  repentant 
thoughts.  The  views  ol  Dr.  Leibtr  on  this  matter 
are  written  with  a  knowing  hand.  With  him,  we 
conceive  uninterrupted  solitude  and  labor  of  equal 
importance  for  the  following  reasons,  amongolhers, 
to  which  we  should  be  pleased  to  see  awarded  the 
widest  currency  and  acceptance. 

1.  It  prevents  effectually  contamination,  and  it 
alone  can  effectually  prevent  it.  It  allows,  there- 
fore, the  offender,  at  any  rate,  not  to  grow  worse. 

2.  It  is  essentially  both  a  stern  and  a  humane 
punishment;  stern,  because  solitude  is  stern  in  its 
character  and  especially  so  to  men,  who  nearly 
without  exception  have  spent  their  lives  in  boister- 
ous intercourse  with  fellow  criminals;  and  humane, 


because  it  is  a  privation  rather  than  an  infliction. 
It  is  mild,  and  acknowledged  as  such  by  the  offend- 
ers themselves  after  Ihe  first  irksomeness  of  solitude 
has  jiassed,  especially  if  they  have  passed  previously 
through  several  other  prisons  or  penitentiaries. 
Solitary  confinement  at  \aboT  is  detidedly  a  calm, 
punishment. 

3.  It  is  emphatically  gradiiable  and  accomraoda- 
ble  as  noother  species  of  punishment.  The  offend- 
er, undisturbed  by  others,  or  by  new  inflictions  of 
punishment,  receives  from  solitude  just  that  im- 
pression which  his  peculiar  case  or  disposition  calls 
for  or  is  capable  of. 

4.  Advice  and  exhortation  can  be  adopted  to  each 
single  casein  no  other  punishment,  so  precisely  and 
justly  like  moral  medicine,  as  in  solitary  confine- 
ment. The  religious  adviser,  assistant  and  comforter 
can  enter  Ihe  solitary  cell  at  any  time,  and,  as  all 
religious  conversations  with  a  convict  must  have 
much  of  the  character  of  a  confession,  the  undis- 
tiirbed  cell,  overheard  by  no  one,  is  the  very  place 
for  this  converse.  In  no  olher  penitentiaries  can 
this  religious  instruction  be  given  effectually. 

5.  Solitude  is  the  weightiest  moral  agent  to  make 
the  thoughtless  thoughtful — to  reflect,  and  the  only- 
one  sufficiently  powerful  for  the  criminally  thought- 
less. Solitude  has  been  sought  by  the  wisest  and 
best  of  mankind,  to  prepare  themselves  for  great 
moral  tasks;  it  is  the  only  means  to  bring  the  of- 
fender to  a  mure  rational  course.  Labor  united 
with  solitude  givf  s  steadiness  lo  the  thought,  and 
makes  it  possible  to  support  solitude  with  ease  for 
thoie  who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  abstract  re- 
flection before. 

6.  It  is  the  only  punishment  known,  which  does 
not  irritate  anew,  does  not  challenge  opposition  in 
mind  or  body;  for  it  is  Ihe  only  punishment  which 
can  dispense  with  the  whip  or  other  means  of  coer- 
cing to  obedience,  because  it  takes  away  the  oppor- 
tunity of  offending  anew,  with  the  exception 
of  such  offrnces  as  destroying  instruments  or  mate- 
rials, for  which  again  the  more  negative  discipli- 
nary means  of  withholding  labor  or  diminishing  ra- 
tions are  sufficient. 

7.  It  makes  the  lonely  prisoner  love  labor  as 
faithfully  as  the  dearest  companion — a  companion 
who  will  be  with  him  for  life. 

8.  It  does  not  deaden  shame  by  exposure;  on  the 
contrary,  it  shames  many  into  repentance  by  its 
absence  of  all?  harshnf  ss,  as  is  frequently  found. 
It  does  not  inflict  on  those  who  have  a  strong  sense 
of  shame,  the  additional  punishment  of  exfiosure. 

9.  II  does  not  expose  the  i.onvict  lo  acquaintance, 
even  by  night,  with  olher  criminals,  who  out  of  the 
prison  form  a  very  comi'act  fraternity,  to  escape  from 
the  clulchesof  which  form  the  mosi  diffiiuH  obstacle 
in  Ihe  way  of  resuming  an  honest  life.  The  history 
of  innumerable  convicts  proves  this.  When  ever  re- 
committed convicts  are  asked,  why,  simply  on  the 
score  of  worldly  prudence,  they  had  not  abstained 
from  a  second  crime,  they  invariably  answer:  "You 
do  not  know  these  things;  a  n  an  leaving  Ihe  prison, 
very  often  thinks,  )ou  shall  not  ca'cb  me  again.  He 
begins  to  work,  when  old  acquaintances  will  come, 
induce  one  to  drink  and  talk,  and  all  will  end  by 
agreeing  upon  a  new  job.  If  one  resists,  he  is  ridi- 
culed or  threatened  with  exposure."  No  tiger's 
fang  is  so  firmly  buried  in  his  victims  flesh,  as  that 
of  criminal  acquaintance  in  the  life  of  an  ofiiender. 

10.  It  contradicts  for  Ihe  first  time,  by  irresistible 
fact,  the  convicts  in  theirbelief  thai  society  is  at  war 
with  them,  in  which  they  please  themselves  so  much, 
that  frequently  they  argue  as  if  they  were  the  hunted, 
the  pursued,  the  injured. 

11.  The  punishment  has,  therefore,  an  elevating 
character.  It  touches  the  man  in  the  convict,  not 
ihe  brute.  The  convict  sees  himself  treated  as  one 
on  whom  far  difl^erent  things  than  stripes  can  have 
an  effect. 

12.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  punishment  which  al- 
lows us  to  select  men  for  superintendents  of  prisons 
in  whom  sternness  does  not  overbalance  kindness. 

13.  It  trains  Ihe  convict  in  cleanliness,  and  payiiijj 
attention  lo  the  iicatnets  of  his  dwelling;  it  imparls 
an  attention  to  the  room,  which  becomes  the  inci- 
pient stage  of  love  of  home,  with  those  who  have 
lived  in  slouchy  disregard  of  it.  It  is  an  old  Eng- 
lish saying,  full  of  meaning,  "cleanliness  is  next  to 
godliness."  A  strictly  cleanly  man  of  the  laboring 
clitsses  will  never  be  much  exposed  to  offend  against 
the  laws,  as  a  disorderly,  dirty  person.  Cleanliness, 
a  highly  important  ingredientof  national  civilization, 
is  equally  such  in  political  reform. 


Ohio  canal  com.merce.  The  editor  of  the 
Cleveland  Herald  has  been  politely  favored  with 
Ihe  following  exhibit  of  the  canal  business  at 
Cleveland  for  the  month  of  July. 

Collector's  office,  Cleveland,  ^»g.  2,  1838. 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  arrived  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  canal, 
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during  the  past  month,  27,r24,725  lbs.  During 
the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  anived 
25,164,3+2  lbs. 

The  lollowing  comprise  tiie  chiet  articles  of  pro- 
perty that  arrlveil  during  the  montli,  viz: 
196,280  bushels  Wheat 
3l,4IS      do       Corn 
9,938      do       Oal3 
42,3U3  barrels  Flour 
3, 152      do      Po.-lt 

9.S7      do      Whiskey 
21,64$  pounds  Butter 
39,349      do       Lard 
24a,639      do       Bacon 
93    hhds.    Tobacco 
Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  were  cltared  Irom  Clevrland,  by  way  of  the 
canal,  during  the  past  monlh,  5,389,683  lbs.     Du- 
ring the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  were 
cleared  5,2(13,773  lbs. 

11,1(17  barrels  Salt 
1,278      do        Lake  Fish 
883,126  pounds  ^fl■rchandi^e 
20J.522      do       Furnitnre 
101.533      do       Gvpstim 
318,830  feet  Lumber 
570  M.  Shinules 
The  amount  of  toll  recciv.d  at  this  office  during 
the  past  monlh  is  §12,249  84.     During  the  corres- 
ponding monlh  last  year  it  w^is  $10,136  37. 

D.  H.  Beardsley,  collector. 

Be.wer  is  ViRGiiVi.\.  To  the  editor  of  the 
Richmond  Enquirer:  As  you  ha\e  obliged  me  in 
every  request  1  have  made  of  you,  I  feel  it  but  an 
act  of  justice  and  courtesy,  to  give  you  the  infor- 
mation you  seem  to  desire  (in  a  paragraph  in  your 
paper  of  the  8th  iust.,)  relative  to  the  appearance 
of  the  beaver,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  Va.  It  has 
long  been  known  that  these  animals,  to  some  ex- 
tent, remain  in  this  part  of  the  country — for  in- 
stance, in  1832  oi  3,  I  was  on  a  visit  to  my  only 
brother,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  residing  contigu- 
ous to  the  Nottoway  river,  on  the  south  side.  In 
that  year,  he  had  joined  a  neighbor  of  his  in  the 
cultivation  of  a  part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr. 
Downman  of  that  county.  He  invited  me,  upon 
that  occasion,  on  a  particular  day,  to  accompany 
hiin  to  that  part  of  his  then  growing  crop,  which 
was  chietly  corn;  and  upon  arriviiig'on  the  banks 
of  the  river  aforesaiil,  he  showed  me  the  most  am- 
ple proof  of  the  existence  of  the  beaver  in  that 
water,  and  innumerable  instances  of  the  most  per- 
fect paths  at  which  they  would  come  up  the  bank, 
pass  through  the  fence,  (always  at  the  same  place,) 
and  oftentimes  penetrate  the  fields  for  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  or  more.  I  remember  distinctly,  that  he 
told  me  he  had  several  times  tried  to  stop  the  gap, 
which  he  found  they  passed  in  at,  but  never  could; 
although  he  had  been  so  particular  as  to  have 
mauled,  for  that  special  purpose,  hickory  rails,  and 
never  had  known  them  to  fail  of  heing'cut  in  two 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  nights — particularly, 
at  parlicular  seasons  of  the  year;  and  "loud  and 
long,"  I  remember,  were  his  complaints  of  the 
ravages  committed  on  his  corn,  at  all  stages  of  its 
growth,  by  this  wonderfully  mischievous  and  sub- 
tle animal;  for,  as  he  informed  me,  with  all  the 
pains  he  had  taken,  in  which  he  had  killed  several 
otters  and  many  miiskrats,  as  yet,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  get  a  shot  at  a  beaver,  though  they 
h.id  been  frequently  seen.  Well,  in  February  of 
this  year,  my  brother  visited  me,  and  I  asked  him 
if  he  had  ever  killed  a  beaver.'  to  which,  he  replied 
no — but  informed  me,  that  a  man,  a  blacksmith  by 
profession,  and  a  "yankee,"  had  removed  to  the 
county  and  settled  on  the  identical  land  that  he 
then  cultivated,  and  that  he  had  constructed  steel 
traps  of  his  own  make,  in  which  he  had,  up  to  that 
lime,  caught  3  or  4 — two  of  which  were  of  con- 
siderable size,  much  to  the  gratificalion  of  the 
neighboring  farmers.  For,  to  use  his  own  remark, 
these  animals  were  more  dreaded  by  the  neighbor- 
hood, near  the  bank  of  this  river,  than  was  ever 
the  blue-tail  hav\k  by  the  fond  dunghill  hen  with  a 
brood  of  chickens.  For  myself,  sir,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  these  animals  are  to  be  found  in  many 
sections  of  Virginia  at  this  day.  New  Kent,  my 
native  place,  for  in.stance,  has  a  bold  run  a  few 
miles  below  the  court-house,  to  all  lime  known  as 
the  Beaver  Dam  run — So,  also,  Goochland  and 
many  other  of  the  counties  in  Virginia,  have  places 
thus  named.  One  thing,  I  assure  you,  I  never 
passed  the  point  named,  in  New  Kent,  since  it  was 
first  shown  me,  now  30  odd  years,  but  I  thought,  if 
I  examined  it  at  all,  that  I  saw  signs  of  the  beaver. 
If  therefore,  these  additional  proofs  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  animal,  be  thought  of  any  service  to 
you,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  them  in  any  way  yon 
may  see  fit — however  desultory  and  crude  they 
may  appear.     I  have  but  little  doubt,  thnt  scientific 


"Benefactor,"  the  editor  nl  the  Farmers' Register, 
IM-r.  Ituliin,  could,  if  his  leisure  would  permit  him, 
give  you  many  valuable  proofs  in  confirmation  oi 
the  fact  of  the  e.^iistenee  of  the  beaver  in  the  "Old 
Dominion."     Yours,  very  tiuly, 

B.  Gr.wes. 
Richmond,  May  9,  1838. 

New  Yobk  auction  duties.  The  sum  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  account  ol  auction  duties  for 
the  quarter  ending  June  30,  for  each  of  the  three 
last  years,  has  been  as  follows,  viz: 

In    1836  $38,948  77 

In  18S7,  22,155   17 

In   1838,  46,546  77 

The  duties  paid  this  year   are  less   bv    812,402 

than  in  1836,  and   greater  by   §24,391  60    than  in 

1837,  or  an  increa.se  of  110  per  cent. 

While  the  merchandize  going  up  the  canals  has 
increased  18  per  cent,  the  duties  ]iaid  on  merchan- 
dize sold  at  auction  are  greater  by  110  per  cent, 
than  in  1837,  arrd  only  26  per  cent,  less  than  in 
>836.  And  while  the  merchandize  sold  at  auction 
this  year  is  26  per  cent,  less  than  in  1836,  the  mer- 
chandize going  from  tide  water  on  the  canals  is  only 
5  per  cent,  less  than  in  1836.  [Jlr^us. 

Applicatio.v  or  steam  to  trading  ships 
Mr.  Ogden,  the  American  consul  at  Liverpool,  has 
expressed  his  conviction,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in 
Baltimore,  (an  extract  of  which  has  already  appear- 
ed in  tiie  papers,)  that  he  could  place  an  engine  on 
board  of  the  ship  Star,  weighing,  together  with  the 
boilers,  from  eight  to  ten  tons,  propelling  the  ship  at 
the  rale  of  six  knots  per  hour,  with  paddle  wheels 
of  six  feet  ill  diameter,  and  using  not  to  exceed 
three  tons  of  coal  each  day.  The  expediency  of 
such  an  application  of  steam  could  be  better  deter- 
mined by  ihose  dis[)Osed  to  examine  the  subject,  by 
seeing  the  vessel  and  knowing  the  position  on  board 
ship,  in  which  Mr.  Ogden  has  proposed  to  place  the 
machinery. 

The  ship  Star  is  600  tons  burthen,  commanded 
by  caplain  E.  Glover,  so  long  and  fuvombly  known 
to  the  commercial  and  travelling  community,  i:<  ly- 
ing at  the  foot  of  Pine  street,  now  loading  to  take 
her  departure  for  New  Orleans.  She  is  a  noble  spe- 
cimen of  the  great  strength,  beauty  of  construction, 
and  pel  lection  of  ship  building  in  this  country — the 
accommodation  for  passengers  otfering  every  in- 
ducement of  the  most  luxuriously  provided  packets. 
\_N.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  editors  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  have  received,  by  way 
of  Jamaica,  Panama  papers  and  lettere  tothel8lh 
of  June,  containing  advices  from  Callao  to  May  9th, 
and  from  Alazatlan  to  April  22<l.  Lima  papers  are 
only  to  tlie  end  of  April.  From  a  Panama  paper  of 
Julie  15th,  the  editors  translate  the  following  para- 
graph: 

Panama,  Jtme  J5(A.  Near  the  end  of  April,  the 
Chilian  squadron  arrived  before  Callao,  to  carry  into 
etfect  the  blockade  of  that  poit,  as  well  as  Cliorril- 
los  and  Ancon.  The  diplomatic  agents  were  notified 
of  the  same  on  the  26th.  Up  to  the  91h  of  May,  the 
blockading  force  consisted  only  of  the  corvettas 
Liberlad  and  Valparaiso,  the  brigs  Aqiiiles  and 
Arcquipeno,  and  two  other  vessels,  whose  names 
we  have  not  yet  learned.  It  was  said  they  were  to 
be  reinforced  by  the  Monteagudo  and  three  other 
vessels.  The  transports  Orbegoso,  Hope,  Hemosa- 
Chilena,  and  an  Austrian  brig,  brought  1000  men, 
who,  it  seems,  are  destined  to  the  tiepartinent  of  La 
I.ibertad.  At  what  point  the  rest  of  the  expedition, 
consisting  of  4,000  men  are  to  disembark,  is  not 
known.  The  command  of  it  had  been  confided  to 
general  Bulnes,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  Peru- 
vian generals  Gamarra  and  Lafuente. 

It  was  reported  at  Lima  that  the  English  admiral 
Ross,  who  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  13th  of  April, 
with  the  ships  of  the  Pacific  station,  would  inler- 
fiose  his  good  offices  to  bring  about  a  peace.  It  was 
even  believed  that  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Mende- 
ville,  and  a  mission  sent  from  Buenos  Ayres,  headed 
by  general  Guido,  were  co-operating  for  the  same 
result. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Panama,  I8th  June. 
We  have  no  very  fresh  news  from  the  south.  Our 
last  accounls  are  the  16th  of  April  from  Valparaiso, 
anil  2Sth  from  Lima.  Callao  was  blockaded  by  the 
Chilian  squadron,  and  pre  p  irations  were  making  ill 
Chili  to  send  a  strong  ex|  edition  of  about  5,000  men 
against  Peru.  It  seems  that  the  two  republics, 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  are  determined  to  crush 
the  great  power  of  Santa  Cruz — who  is  represented 
to  have  some  inclination  to  make  himself  emperor. 
Money  was  very  scarce,  and  business  very  dull,  both 
in  Lima  and  Chili,  in  mn^equenre  of  th.>  unsetlleil 
'  i'ate  of  the  i-O'.-ntrv. 


The  liritish  admiral  Ross  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Pacific  station.  He  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the 
Kith,  with  several  commissioners  from  Buenos 
Ayres.  It  is  said  that  he  intends  to  use  all  his  in' 
lliience  to  ellecl  some  peaaeable  arrangement  be- 
tween the  three  governments. 

Tlie  U.  S.  schooner  Boxer,  lieiit.  Nicholson,  ar- 
rived here  on  the  Isl  fiom  Mazatlan,  Sun  Bias,  and 
Acapulco.  The  Boxer,  made  a  long  stay  on  that 
coast,  to  protect  American  property.  She  sailed 
about  22d  April  from  Mazatlan,  and  saw  the  Amer- 
ican ship  congress,  of  New  York,  clear  out,  bound 
(or  New  Yoik  via  Valparaiso,  where  she  was  to 
lainl  the  supercargo,  a  Mr.  Comstock.  She  had  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  boaiti. 
Mazatlan  was  in  a  very  disturbed  slate  on  account 
of  the  civil  war.  The  port  was  blockaded  by  a 
small  Mexican  brig. 

The  Boxer  lelt  at  San  Bias  H.  B.  M.  ship  Cleo- 
patra, lion.  capt.  George  Grey.  She  was  to  sail 
about  the  middle  of  May,  with  upwards  of  three 
million  dollars,  lor  Kuglaixl,  v  la  Valparaiso. 

United  States  ship  North  Carolina  was  at  Callao, 
where  she  armed  on  the  12th  of  April  from  Val- 
paraiso. The  Falmouth  had  sailed  for  the  Inter- 
medios,  with  Mr.  Ho<lgsoii,  bearer  of  our  treaty. 

Important  decision.  The  Natchez  Courier 
of  the  13th  July  has  the  following  notice  of  some 
important  legal  decisions  which  have  just  been 
made  there  in  the  U.  S.  circuit  court. 

Two  motions  for  new  trials  came  up  to-day  be- 
fore judge  Coalter  presiding  in  the  circuit  court 
here,  and  were  argued  upon  the  following  points. 

There  were  suits  brought  by  the  Planters'  Banlc 
against  separa.te  individuals,  endorsers  upon  pro- 
missory notes,  discounted,  the  one  by  the  Planters' 
bank  and  the  other  by  the  United  States  branch 
bank  at  this  place  and  transferred  to  the  former. 
The  defence  set  up  on  the  trial  at  the  last  term  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  contracts  were  void,  inas- 
much as  the  banks  in  discontinuing  the  notes  cal- 
culated interest  by  "Rowlett's  interest  tables" 
which  divided  the  yeai  into  12  months  of  30  days 
each,  giving  it  but  360  davs,  which  necessarily  gave 
more  interest  than  the  laws  allow  per  annum." 
That  it  was  therefore  a  corrupt  agreement  and  the 
contract  consequently  void.  The  plaintiffs'  attor- 
ney urged  that  this  wa.s  the  general  custom,  adopted 
for  mere  convenience — that  the  contract  was  not 
intentionally  corrupt,  but  was  made  in  good  faith 
and  valid.  That  moreover  the  law  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest  attached  no  penalty  in  case  of  excess 
being  taken,  and  that  therefore  the  objection  could 
not  extend  further  than  the  actual  excess,  whatever 
it  might  be.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff. 

The  motion  made  for  the  new  trial  by  judge 
Montgomery  who  defended  the  suits,  was  simply 
that  the  verdicts  were  "contrary  to  law  and  evi- 
dence," and  he  waived  an  argument  on  the  subject. 
S.  S.  Boyd,  esq.,  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs  ur- 
ged at  considerable  length  before  the  court  this 
morning,  that  the  verdicts  ought  not  to  be  set 
aside. 

Judge  Coalter  sustained  the  motion,  and  set  aside 
the  judgments  upon  the  ground  that  the  evidence 
was  clear  that  the  interest  calculated  upon  the  notei 
was  done  by  the  plaintiffs,  knowing  that  that  mode 
of  calculation  would  give  them  a  fraction  over  the 
stipulated  terms  of  interest,  allowing  the  year  to 
contain  365  days.  That  it  was  therelore  "corrupt" 
and  that  the  court  could  not  interfere  to  enforce  th» 
conditions  of  an  illegal  contract. 

The  question  will,  1  presume,  go  to  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals  before  a  final  termina- 
tion. 

The  sacba.ment  near  the  Hermitage.  From 
the  ,'Jmcrican  Pre^byteriaji.  Agreeably  to  the  no- 
tice previously  given,  the  senior  editor  of  this 
paper,  together  with  the  rev.  Mr.  Smith,  adminis- 
[  tered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  last  Sab- 
i  bath,  in  the  church  near  the  Hermitage. 

This  church  is  known,  on  our  Presbyterian  re- 
cords, by  the  name  of  Ephesus,  and  was  erected 
many  years  since  on  the  domain  appertaining  to  the 
Hermitage,  jirincipally  by  its  venerable  proprietor, 
the  ex-president  of  the  United  States.  II  is  beau- 
tilully  located,  and  though  not  spacious,  or  even 
finished,  yet  it  is  a  delightful  sumnirr  temple  for 
the  calm  and  pure  worship  of  God.  Such,  at  least, 
it  seemed  to  us  during  the  services  of  the  latesolem- 
nity.  AVhile  such  seasons  arc  generally  the  most 
joyous  and  elevating  which  believers  can  enjoy  on 
earth,  the  one  to  which  we  have  alluded  ^Ubrded 
more  than  ordinary  interest,  because  among  several 
interesting  accessions  to  the  church,  was  numbered 
one  peculiarly  interesting— we  mean  the  ex-presi- 
dent I  im?.-ir 
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It  may  well  be  imagined  Ihat  the  scene  was  thril- 
lin",  when  this  veteran  in  years,  and  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  professed  allegiance  to  the  Soverei<;n 
of  all  worlds,  and  promised  eternal  fnlelily  to  Him 
who  demands  the  homage  of  all  created  intelli- 
gences. How  could  it  be  otherwise?  A  form  of 
no  common  appearance  for  inspiring  veneration, 
was  standing  before  the  assembly.  It  was  the  form 
of  one  who  had  been  long  known  as  amongst  the 
most  distinguished  of  his  country's  generals — who 
had  often  perilled  his  life  in  her  defence,  and  who, 
under  God,  had  achieved  one  of  the  most  memorable 
victories  recorded  in  the  annals  of  modern  warfare. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  same  venerable  form  had  filled, 
as  a  statesman,  the  highest  seat  in  the  government 
of  his  country,  and  had  been  clothed  with  the  highest 
civic  honors  which  that  country,  in  all  its  unequal 
led  freedom  and  independence,  could  bestow. 

He  had"  passed  through  a  life  of  most  eventful 
scenes — he  had  returned  to  his  own  Hermitage — to 
the  tomb  of  his  beloved  consort — to  the  i'ew  remain- 
ing friends  of  his  former  days — to  some  of  the  sur- 
viving children  of  these  friends,  and  in  their  view 
was  about  to  pledge  himselt  to  become  a  soldier  in 
a  new  army,  and  to  engage  in  the  perrormance  of 
dulies  of  higher  importance  than  ever  commanded 
the  attention  of  earthly  thrones  or  confedernfed 
states.  And  (o  add,  if  "possible  to  the  impressive- 
ness  of  the  scene,  the  partner  of  his  adopted  fon, 
d  ar  to  him,  indeed,  as  a  daugliter,  together  with  a 
beloved  niece,  were  also  about  to  seal  with  him 
their  covenant,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  followers  of 
the  Prince  ol  Peace.  The  whole  of  the  preparatory 
service  was  deeply  interesting;  but  when  the  lime 
arrived  for  him  and  his  relatives,  and  friends,  to 
arise  and  lake  their  seals  at  tlie  table  of  their  as- 
cended Redeemer,  a  scene  of  weeping  gratitude 
and  joy,  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  congrega- 
tion. 

To  see  this  aged  veteran,  wh.'se  head  had  stood 
erect  in  battle  and  through  sc"nes  of  fearful  bear- 
ing, bending  tliat  head  in  humble  and  adoring  reve- 
rence at  the  table  ol  his  Divine  Mast'^r,  while  tears 
of  penitence  and  joy  trickled  down  his  care-worn 
clieeUs,  was  indi-ed  a  spectacle  of  most  intense 
moral  interest.  No  one,  indeed,  could  question  the 
sincerity  of  his  profession  of  lailh  in  the  Son  of 
God.  The  whole  world  acquainted  with  him,  whe- 
ther friend  or  foe,  must  acUnowledg-  that  hi^  lips 
have  spoken  in  all  his  varied  difficulties  the  mean- 
ing of  his  heart,  and  that  his  actions  have  always 
corresponded  with  his  sentiments. 

M.-iy  God  bless  and  uphold  liim  in  his  last  days, 
and  make  them  his  most  coinforlable  and  ha[)py 
d.iys.  And  when  the  lime  of  his  de|]ar|iiie  shall 
arrive,  may  he  come  to  his  grave,  not  only  full  of 
years,  but  lull  of  peace,  joy,  and  holy  triumph. 

In  all  real  conversions  to  God,  let  us  ever  remem- 
ber, that  "it  IS  not  by  might  or  power,  but  by  my 
spirit,  saith  the  Lord."  To  his  grace  then  be  all 
the  glory. 

P.  S.  The  health  of  the  general  has  been  gene- 
rally comfortable  during  the  season. 

W.\sHiNGTON  MONUMENT.  Ala  meeting  of  the 
boaid  of  mana^eis  of  tile  Wa.shington  National 
Monument  society,  held  on  the  19th  nil.,  the  lol- 
lowing  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  Kedglie. 
oil'ering  the  choice  of  three  lots  of  ground  in  this 
city,  for  a  site  of  the  Washington  monument: 

Geo.  Wattersto.v,  sec'y. 

Jill)/  IS,  1SS8. 
"Gentlemen:  I  regret  to  learn,  for  thi'  honor  of 
the  nation,  that  Ihe  senate  of  the  United  Slates  have 
refused  to  grant  a  small  piece  ol'Ihe  public  ground, 
wittiin  the  city  of  VVasliinglon,  for  a  site  on  which 
to  build  the  national  inoinUi;enl  to  the  memory  of 
the  good,  the  great,  and  noble  Washinglon — a  name 
which  has  always  appeared  to  ine  in  Ihe  boldest  re- 
lief, and  with  which  my  feelings  aie  so  strongly  iden- 
tified, a  monument  to  his  ine.i.oiy  has  engaged  my 
mind  for  many  yi'ars.  Influenced  by  these  feelings, 
1,  therefore,  respectfully  tender  to  the  board  ofmana- 
geis  a  choice  of  lots  in  three  of  the  most  elevated 
and  perhaps  most  eligible  situations  in  Ihe  city  for 
that  purpose;  Ihe  summit  level  of  each  being  as 
high  as  the  site  of  the  capitol,  and  of  unshilting 
ground.  Either  of  these,  if  the  board  approve,  I 
shall  be  proud  to  grant,  and  glory  in  Ihe  deed.  1 
have  unifoi  inly  supported  the  society,  having  at- 
tended the  original  meetiiiKS  tending  towards  its 
creation,  and  will  go  heart  and  lian.l  to  promote  the 
object,  while  I  have  the  pleasure  to  be, 
Verj'  respectfully. 

Your  most  obeilient  servant, 
Joii.N  Kedglie. 

In  consideration  of  llie  above  letter,  by  the  board 
of  inanaireis.  it  was  unanitnouslv 

iifso/i'f./,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board  be  pre- 


sented to  Mr.  J.  Kedglie,  for  his  liberal  and  patriotic 
otter  of  a  portion  ol  ground  for  a  site  for  the  monu- 
ment to  Washinglon. 

Note:  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  also  to  state  that 
a  similar  oHer  has  been  made  to  Ihe  board  by  Mr. 
Kinslay,  another  patriotic  cilizen  of  Washington, 
and  that  the  refusal  of  Ihe  senate  of  the  United 
Stales  to  allow  the  monuinenl  to  Washington  to  be 
erected  on  public  ground  has  had  the  tendency  to 
call  out  the  patriotism  anil  liberality  of  even  adopt- 
ed citizens.  The  contrast  is  certainly  ffiorti lying. 
G.  W. 

Resignation  or  Mr.  Whittlesey.  From  the 
note  below  addressed  to  the  electors  ol  this  congres- 
sional district,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Whitllesey 
has  resigned  his  seat  in  congress.  This  informa- 
tion will  be  received  by  his  friends  with  less  sur- 
prise tliaii  regret;  for  if  is  known  to  many  of  them 
that,  for  the  last  two  elections,  he  would  have  de- 
clined a  poll  lor  the  same  reason  assigned  for  his 
resignation,  but  for  the  most  earnest  solicitation. — 
Mr.  Whittlesey  was  first  elected  to  congress  in  the 
fall  of  1822,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  succession  has 
represented  this  district,  and  discharged  Ihe  incum- 
bent dulies  of  his  office  with  a  fidelity  and  devoted- 
ness  not  surpassed  by  the  representative  of  any  dis- 
trict in  Ihe  union.  His  services  were  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  interests  of  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, but  were  ol  an  extended  and  general  nature. 
Arid  there  is  not  a  member  ol  that  distinguished 
body,  we  are  bold  to  say,  whose  loss  would  be  more 
generally  felt  and  sincerely  regretted  than  thalpl 
Mr.  Whittlesey.         [Western  Reseive  Chronicle. 

Ciinfield,  July  20,  18.1S. 
To  ihe  electors  of  the  \6th  congressional  district  in  the 
slate  of  Ohio. 
I  resign  lo  you  Ihe  unexpired  term  that  you  elect- 
ed uie  to  serve  in  Ihe  25th  congress.  If  Ibis  mea- 
sure shall  not  be  approved  by  all  of  you,  I  oiler,  in 
my  justification,  ni)'  long  absence  Iroin  home,  the 
derangement  of  my  private  business,  and  the  neglecl 
of  parental  responsibilities. 

Many  esteemed  friends  in  difTerent  parts  of  the 
dislrict  have  requested  ine  lo  je  a  candidate  for  the 
25lh  congress.  The  causes  that  led  me  lo  resign 
my  present  appointment  conliol  me  in  declining  to 
be  a  candidate. 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

E.  Whittlesey. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 
Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Commercial. 
Totonto,  (  U.  C.)  Jivgusl  6,  1S38. 

Previous  lo  the  dcpailuie  ol  the  boat  on  Satur- 
day from  Niagara,  I  had  barely  lime  io  inform  you 
Ihat  sixteen  of  the  state  prisoners  had  been  ihat 
morning  sentenced  lo  dealh;  lour  are  Americans 
and  twelve  are  subjects  ol  the  queen. 

On  Friday  several  pleaded  guilty,  and  William 
Yerks  was  tried  and  acquitted.  On  Saturday, 
Wil.iam  S.  Wilson  was  tii^d  and  acqiiilted.  The 
lawol  England,  lor  high  treason,  requires  Ihat  w  hen 
a  bill  of  indictment  is  loiind,  the  prisoner  must  be 
furnished  v\itli  a  copy  ol  the  bill,  and  with  a  list 
of  all  the  jury  Ihat  have  been  summoned  lo  attend, 
and  ten  days  must  elapse  belore  the  liialcan  be 
brought  on.' 

A  bill  ol  indictment  for  high  treason  having  been 
Ibund,  At  the  close  of  tlie  week,  against  Jacob 
Beamer,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken,  he  could 
not  be  tried  Ibrlliwith,  consequently  the  court  de- 
termined lo  adjourn  over  lor  tlie  coming  ten  days, 
and  to  postpone  the  farther  trials  until  Reamer's 
case  cniihl  be  brought  on.  They  thereloie  gave 
notice  that  Ihe  prisoners  who  had  been  tried  should 
b."  brought  up  for  sentence,  together  wilh  those 
who  had  pleailed  guilly. 

About  1  o'clock  the  jury  which  had  been  out 
with  Ihe  case  ol  Wilson,  returned  wilh  a  veidici 
of  not  guilty.  The  coiiit  then  diiected  tlie  sherill 
to  bring  ill  those  sixteen  prisoners  who  were  lo  be 
sentenced.  The  sheiitf  expressed  some  doubis  ol 
the  propriety  of  bringing  in  so  large  a  number  at 
once.  The  judge  very  properly  remarked  that 
there  w  as  no  danger,  Ihat  if  Ihe  civil  force  was  not 
snlficieiit,  a  detachment  of  Ihe  military  were  at 
hand.  About  half  past  1  o'clock,  the  prisoners 
came  in,  attended  by  a  military  and  civil  guard, 
*aiid  were  sealed  in  Ihe  jury  box. 

I  was  favored  with  a  very  eligible  seat,  being 
close  both  lo  the  bench  and  prisoners.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  so  many  of  Ihe  prisoners  very  young 
men — and  two  or  three  looked  more  deserving  the 
ordinary  chastisement  of  a  ))arent,  than  Ihe  heavy 
penally  about  to  be  adjudged  them.  Two  or  three 
are  handsome,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  nothing 
unfavorable  could  be  drawn  from  their  appearance. 
They  were  all  well  dressed — Mille.-  in  a  suit  of 
black.     He  had   been,    vou    will   recollect,  a   law 


student  at  Majs\ille,  in  Chalauque  counly.  and 
would  probably  have  delended  himsell,  had  not  his 
counsel  otiered,  at  the  outset,  a  plea  of  insanity. 

After  the  crier  had  made  pioclaination  lor  'all  per- 
sons lo  keep  silence  w  Idle  his  lordship,  the  queen's 
jiisli  'e,  pronounced  the  sentence  ol  denth.*  Mr. 
justice  Jones  called  over  Ihe  names  of  lour  Amer- 
ican citizens  who  had  been  tiitd  under  Ihe  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Ihe  provincial  parliament.  The 
fiL^t  was  Linns  Wihon  Miller.  Alter  a  brief  re- 
capitulation of  the  evidence,  he  asked  whether  be 
had  any  thing  lo  say  why  sentence  of  death  should 
not  be  pronounced  on  him.  Alter  pausing  a  lew 
moments  he  spoke,  in  a  fine  melodious  voice,  in 
subsiance  as  lollows; 

"My  Lord:  Your  lordship  has  asked  whether  I 
have  any  thing  to  oiler  why  sentence  of  death 
should  not  be  pronounced  against  me.  I  shall,  with 
the  permission  of  your  lordship,  offer  a  few  re- 
marks, not.  however,  with  a  belief  thai  I  shall  be 
able,  by  any  thing  that  I  might  say,  to  turn  aside 
the  impending  late  that  awaits  me. 

"In  reference  to  the  statute  under  which  I 
have  been  tried,  I  am  underlhe  full  conviction  that 
it  is  nnconstiliilional,  and  in  this  opinion  I  believe  I 
am  sustained  by  some  of  the  legal  gentlemen  now 
presenl.  I  am  ol  o]iiiiioii  lluit  no  statute  atlecling 
the  life  of  an  individual,  whether  a  subject  or  not, 
can  he  considered  lhe_  law  of  the  land  until  it  shall 
have  received  the  sanction  of  Ihe  sovereign.  I 
know,  my  lord,  thai  under  this  act  others  have 
siitlered,  and  1  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  my 
pleading  its  unconstitutionality  v\ill  beany  bar  to 
Ihe  awful  fiat  which  is  about  to  fall  from  the  lips 
of  your  lordships. 

"  I  am  indeed  asked  why  sentence  of  death  shall 
not  be  passed  upon  me.  If  I  had  done  a  deed 
worthy  of  death  I  would  say  let  it  come;  but  I 
declare  lo  your  lordship,  that  according  lo  the  dic- 
tates ol  my  own  judgment,  I  deserve  neither  death 
nor  bonds. 

"  I  have  not  been  guilly  of  the  death  of  any  one. 
I  liave  taken  from  no  one  I  hat  which  was  not  my 
oun.  I  came  not  into  your  country  lo  destroy  its 
form  of  government.  1  came  not  upon  its  borders 
Willi  arms  in  my  hands.  Young  and  inexpeiienced 
as  I  am,  I  was  led  into  Ihe  eiror,  lor  which  I  now 
stand  convicted,  by  the  advice  of  others.  Had 
truth  and  justice  prevailed,  I  should  not  now  be 
called  to  stand  before  your  lordships  in  peril  of  my 
life. 

"  I  say  I  stand  convicted — but  on  what  evidence 
has  my  conviction  been  oblained?  Upon  that  of 
the  perjured  Doan,  who  has  bf  come  an  evidence 
for  the  crown  to  save  his  own  life.  True,  there 
has  been  some  other  evidence  against  me,  from 
persons  who  1  believe  intended  to  speak  Ihe  Iruth, 
but  they  were  in  error.  No  donbl  they  were  led 
astray  from  the  necessary  confusion  of  the  mo- 
ment. 

"  When  I  became  sensible  of  my  error — when 
I  found  that  it  was  beller  for  me  lo  nliirn  to  my 
home — I  was  told  thai  Ihe  lines  could  not  be 
passed,  and  Ihat  if  I  forsook  my  parly  death 
would  be  my  portion.  Thus  situated,  what  way 
was  there  for  my  escape? 

I  appeal,  my  lord,  lo  Ihe  lancers,  whether  I  did 
not  use  my  besi  exerlion  lo  slay  the  hand  of  the 
assassin.  1  appeal  lo  every  individual  who  was 
presenl  at  Ihe  attack  upon  Ihe  lancers,  to  say 
whether  I  did  not  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
prevent  the  dealh  of  any  one,  or  the  loss  of  any 
property. 

"  I  am  here,  before  your  lordship,  convicted  as 
a  felon;  but  appealing  to  my  own  conscience,  1 
avow  lo  your  lordslip  and  lo  this  whole  court,  that 
I  cannot  "consider  inysell  guilly  ol  a  felonious  act — 
yet  if  il  is  my  fate  to  sulier  death,  I  must  bow  to 
the  mandate  that  decrees  it." 

The  judge  asked  the  other  three  the  usual  ques- 
tion, and  nothing  b'ing  said,  he  proceeded  lo  pro- 
nounce Ihe  sentence,  prefacing  it  wilh  some  pi  rti- 
nent  remarks,  parlicularly  addressing  himself  to 
Miller  He  said  it  was  a"pparenl  Ihat  Lis  educa- 
tion should  have  led  him  lo  a  ditiereni  course  than 
to  be  fiiunil  wilh  a  band  of  individuals,  and  with 
arms  too,  whose  aim  was  to  subvert  the  govern- 
ment of  a  country  wilh  which  he  was  not  con- 
nected, and  one  which  was  at  peace  with  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  of  which  he  was  a  citizen — ihat  the 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  consliliitionality  of  Ihe 
law  he  had  transgressed,  was  not  sound,  and  Ihat 
it  was  as  much  the  law  of  the  land  as  any  under 
which  the  province  was  governed. 

The  judge  then  ordered  Linns  Wilson  Miller; 
George'  Cooley,  Norman  Mallory,  and  William 
Reynolds,  to  be  taken  lo  tlie  jail  w  hence  they  came, 
and  that  on  Saturday,  the  '25th  day  of  August, 
they  be  taken  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  there 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead. 
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Mr.  Solicitor  General  Draper  then  moved  the 
court  that  sentence  be  passed  upon  tlie  following 
persons,  convicted  of  higli  treason:  Saninel  Chand- 
ler. Benjamin  Wait,  James  Gamble,  Jolin  Grant, 
Murdock  McFadoii,  John  Jajnes  McXulty,  George 
Back,  Uavid  Taylor,  Jamfs  Wagoner,  G.irret  Van 
Cam[i,  John  Vernon,  and  Mcxdnder  McLcod. 

These  persons  were  separately  asked  whether 
they  had  any  thing  to  say  why  the  sentence  of  the 
law  should  not  be  pronounceil  agaiiist  them. 

In  the  case  of  Benjamin  Wait,  his  connsel  mo- 
ved that  the  verdict  be  set  aside,  or.  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Wagstad,  one  of  the  jury,  was  not  a  liege 
subject,  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  .^fler 
a  few  remarks  from  the  solicitor  general,  the  court 
decided  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  interpose  that 
plea.  One  or  two  others  made  a  fev%-  brief  re- 
marks, when  the  judge  proceeded  to  his  paiuful 
task. 

He  told  Ihem  that  in  all  probability  mercy  would 
be  extended  to  some  of  them,  but  to  whom  no  one 
then  kiiew;  that  the  jury  by  which  they  had  been 
tried  had  recommended  some  of  them  to  mercy, 
which,  of  course,  would  be  represented  in  the 
)Uoper  quarter. 

lie  ur^ed  upon  them  all  the  importance  of  pre- 
paration lor  another  world,  and  then  |irononnced 
the  following  sentence,  lafter  calling  each  by 
nime:) — "That  you,  and  each  of  yon,  be  taken 
to  the  jail  from  whence  you  came,  and  that  on  the 
23lh  day  of  the  present  month  of  August,  you  and 
each  ol"  you  be  drawn  on  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  that  you  be  there  hanged  by  the  necic 
until  you  are  dead;  then  your  bodies  arc  to  be  quar- 
tered: and  then  may  God  hace  mercy  on  your  souls." 

To  this  last  expression,  there  were  several  who 
responded  "Amen."  One  of  the  bailiffs,  a  stout 
fellow,  who  stood  close  to  me  leaning  on  his  start, 
burst  into  a  Hood  of  tears,  and  1  assure  you  this 
soon  bf-caiue  contagious. 

It  was  a  scene  I  pray  I  may  never  again  be  cal- 
led to  look  upon — sixteen  fellow  beings  ichom  an 
earthly  judge  had  limited  to  a  life  of  three  weeks! 
and  these  men  in  the  prime  of  lile,  many  of  them 
with  the  blood  of  youth  coursing  in  their  veins — 
their  average,  1  think,  is  not  more  than  twenty-five. 

THE  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

District  of  Kensington, 
County  of  Philadelphia,  June,  1838. 
To  the  hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

I'ice  president  of  the  United  States: 
Venerated  colonel;  The  undersigned,  a  de- 
putation ol  your  numerous  friends  in  this  district, 
have  heaid  with  great  delight,  that  you  purpose  re- 
turning home,  alter  the  close  ol  tiie  present  ses- 
sion ol  congress,.by  way  ol  Philadelphia,  and  avail 
themselves  ol  the  opportunity  to  temkr  yon  a  hear- 
tv  and  cordial  invitation  to  gratify  the  general  de- 
sire that  prevails  in  onr  good  old  democratic  dis- 
trict, of  manifesting  our  respect  and  veneration  for 
the  favorite  son  of  the  west,  vvho  has  always  brave- 
ly, in  the  battle  field  and  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
lion,  fearlessly  and  faithfully  siifiported  the  princi- 

files  of  '7ti,  and  the  just  and  equal  riglits  of  "the 
and  of  the  tree,  and  tlie  home  ol  the  brave."' 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  and  es- 
teem, we  are  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Peter  Rambo,  John  A.  Klufkee,  ' 

Richard  Bacon,       John  Kelled, 
Jacob  Collar,  Joseph  Town; 

John  Fullerton,       Jacob  Funke, 
John  C.  Brown,       Andiew  Hague, 
Peter  Deal,  Thos.  H.  Brittain, 

Isaac  Smilh,  Jacob  Robsoii, 

William  Baldt,  Wm.  Rob-on, 

David  Clayton,        Wm.  Fans, 
Jos.  jM.  Rilerson,    Wm.  C.  Rohrman. 
Daniel  Dickes, 

Washincton,  July  I6lh,  19.3S. 
Gentlemen:  Your  communication  is  received, 
invitin"'  me  to  visit  you,  together  with  your  fellow 
citizens  gen'-rally  in  the  "good  old  democratic  dis- 
trict" of  Kensington.  For  the  honor  in  which 
you  do  me  in  this  "cordial  invitation,"  please  ac- 
cept the  tfiiderof  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 
It  had  been  my  intention  to  visit  Philadelphia  on 
my  return  to  Kentucky,  had  the  session  of  con- 
gress terminated  at  an  earlier  day;  but  my  long  ab- 
sence from  home,  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to 
forego  my  inclination  and  to  make  no  delay  in  re- 
turning. 

Under  other  circumstances,  it  would  be  highly 
eratifying  to  repeat  the  salutations,  which,  on  a 
former  occasion,  were  so  kindly  reciprocated  by 
the  republican  citizens  of  your  district;  the  recol- 
lections of  whicli,  are  always  associated  with 
agreeable  sensations.  The  site  of  Philadelphia, 
with  all  its  environs,  never  fails  to  bring  to  the 


mind  a  train  of  interesting  reflections.  Consccrat- 1  and  townsmen  of  the  city  of  Portland.  Absence, 
ed  by  the  landing  of  the  immortal  William  Penn —  [  from  the  city  since  the  moment  of  its  receipt,  has 
the  sublime  spectacle  of  harmonious  intercourse  i  prevented  my  answering  it  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
and  mutual  good  will  between  the  civilized  and  will  I  trust,  lie  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  my  appa- 
the  savage — the  principles  of  justice  and  peace,  cs- 1  nut  neglect. 


tablished  upon  the  basis  of  equal  rights,  giowin, 
Irom  infancy  to  maturity;  juslilying  the  character- 
istic appellation  ol  the  city  and  coiiuly  of  fraternal 
aliection,  and  eventually  becoming  the  birth-place 
ol  the  happiest  nation  the  woild  ever  contained — 
are  circumstance!'  which  must  always  render  a 
Tisit  to  that  vicinity  grateful  to  an  American.  But 
til.-  interest  is  greatfy  heightened,  from  the  con- 
si  Icration,  that  the  enlightened  citizens  of  Ken- 
sington have  continued  unshaken  in  their  princi- 
ples; and  in  all  the  revolutions  of  parties,  and  the 
clianges  which  time  and  circumstances  often  elfect, 
they  liave  uniformly  sustained  the  great  and  good 
cause  of  democracy,  the  foundation  on  which  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  ol  our  country  must  for- 
ever stand.  The  confidence  of  such  a  community 
is  the  highest  honor  to  which  my  ambition  would 
aspire;  and  its  enjoyment  constitutes  my  richest 
reward.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ijic. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON. 
To   John    C.  Brown,  Jacob  Collar,   Peter  llambo, 

John  t'ullerton,  Richard  Bacon,  Peter  Deal,  and 

others. 


MR.  PRENTISS  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

From  the  Portland  jldvertiscr. 

Correspondence  between  the  hon.  S.  S.  I'rentissunda 

conunitlee  of  the  whigs  of  Portland. 

The  rollowing  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  aihlressed 
to  the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  inviting  him  to  partake 
of  a  public  iliiiner,  with  the  whigs  of  Portland, and 
his  answer  to  the  invitation. 

Portland,  July  23,  I83S. 
Hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss. 

De.vr  sir:  A  very  large  number  of  the  citizens 
of  Portland  are  desijous  of  tendering  to  you  in  a 
public  manner  a  hearty  welcome  to  this  your  native 
place.  Located  as  you  are  at  quite  a  distance  Irom 
us,  among  a  high-mindtd  and  generous  people,  we 
beg  of  you  lo  be  assured,  that  we  have  not  been 
iinuiindful  of  the  valuable  service  you  have  render- 
ed to  your  country,  in  sustaining  with  success,  and 
an  uncompromising  integrity  of  purpose,  the  sacred 
rights,  and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  maintaining  at  a  very  early  period  aller  taking 
your  seat  in  congress,  the  great  principles  of  the 
whig  party,  on  the  success  ol  w  hich,  the  prosperity 
of  this  country  and  the  happiness  of  its  citizens  so 
mainly  depend.  The  bold  and  daring  attempt  to 
shut  out  Mississippi  and  prevent  her  citizens  from 
being  heard  in  the  councHs  of  the  nntiin,  was  well 
pir.  down  and  nobly  destroyed  by  your  untiring  ex- 
ertions, and  we  trust  that  the  chivalrous  spirit  ol 
the  citizi'iis  ol  that   state,  will   long  remember  the 


'  my  appa- 

I  assure  you  gcnlleinen,  that  the  kind  sentiments 
you  have  expressed  towards  my  adopted  slate, as 
well  as  towards  myself,  personally,  have  awakened 
in  my  breast  feelings  oi  the  deepest  gratification; 
most  cordially  and  fully  are  they  reciprocated, — and 
should  the  hand  of  corrupt  and  arbitrary  power  even 
lall  heavily  upo  i  your  own  beloved  state,  I  feel  as- 
sured a  sympathy  as  warm  will  be  felt  for  you  upon 
the  banks  ol  the  Alississippi,  as  that  w  Inch  yon  have 
so  generously  ex|iressed  for  the  violated  rights  of 
your  southern  sister.  I  need  not  say  that  your  par- 
tiality has  done  me  honor  overmuc'li,  in  relation  to 
the  humble  part  which  it  was  my  lot  to  act  in  this 
matter,  as  well  as  the  more  geiural  political  ques- 
tions ol  the  d.iy.  Without  fear  or  favor  have  I  at- 
templed  lo  perform  my  duty.  1  certainly  claim  no 
credit  lor  pursuing  thn  only  course  which  was  con- 
sistent with  my  notions  of  honor,  principle,  and  ob- 
ligation to  the  country;  your  approbation  of  that 
course,  is  exceedingly  gratifying,  as  an  additional 
assurance  of  its  propriety.  1  regret  that  it  does  not 
fall  within  the  scope  ol  the  short  and  flving  visit  I 
am  making  to  my  relatives,  to  acceptof  honor,  such 
as  you  have  so  politely  tendered  me.  A  long  ab- 
sence from  home,  and  too  great  neglect  of  my  pri- 
vate ali'airs.  renders  it  imperative  upon  me  to  return 
forthwith  lo  Mississippi.  Permit  me  therefore, 
most  respectfully,  to  decline  your  prortered  hospi- 
tality. Willi  the  assurance  that  the  remembrance  of 
the  icindnesss  which  dictated  it,  will  ever  be  cherish- 
ed by  me  with  the  most  ;;ratelnl  emotions,  and  will 
add  another  link  to  the  chain  which  binds  me  lo  the 
pl.ace  of  my  nativity.  Accept,  eentlemen,  for  your- 
selves, and  those  whom  you  represent,  my  thanks 
for  your  flattering  intentions — and  my  warmest 
wishes  for  your  indiviiliial  heallh,  and  prosperity. 
I  am,  with  high  n-spect, 

your  friend,  and  ob't  servant. 

S.  S.  PRENTISS 
Messrs.  John  D.  Kinsman,  John  Nenl,  and  others, 

committee. 


HON.  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

From  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer. 
This  gel. Ilemaii  paid  our  town  a  short  visit  on  his 
way  to  the  Virginia  springs.  He  lell  Petersburg  on 
Salurday;  iliiring  his  slay  he  was  called  on  Ijy  a 
number  of  our  citizens,  and  was  tendered  the  com- 
pliment ol  a  public  dinner,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
Ibllowing  correspondence; 

Petersburg,  Jlvgtist  3,  1838. 
Dear  Sir:     The  whigs  of  Pilershiiig  have  heard 
of  your  arrival  in  their  borough  wilh  unminuled  sat- 
They  seize  (lie  cecasion  ; 


islaction.     They  seize  (lie  cecasion  as  a  fit  opportu- 
zeal  and  noble  ellorts  exhibitid  by  you,  which  broke  \  nity  lo  cany  into  execution  an  intention  long  eiiler- 


I  of  paying  you  the  compliment  of  a  public 
dinner,  as  a  slight  tesliinonial  of  respect  lor  your 
talents  and  approbation  ol' your  course  in  the  national 
legislature.  The  undersig;ied,  a  coinmiltee  on  be- 
half of  a  large  niiinber  of  your  political  friends  in 
Petersburg,  therefore  request  the  pleasure  of  your 
company  to  a  public  dinner  to  be  given  on  any  day 
convenient  to  yourself. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  ob't  serv'ts, 

JoiTN  n.  TOWNES, 
p.   DlBKIN, 

John   Br.\gc, 
Wm.  Robertson, 

J.\BEZ  S.MITII. 

To  the  lion.  Henry  .-1.  Wise,  Batlcrsea 


up  a  corrujit  combination  and  gave  to  Mississippi 
her  riglils,  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  states  in  the 
union.  The  wicked  spirit  and  party  manoeuvring 
so  evident  in  that  higli  handed  measure,  is  seen  and 
felt  in  almost  every  public  act  of  congress,  produc- 
ing the  most  destructive  effects,  which  is  testified 
to^  by  almost  every  individual  in  the  community 
The  wild  and  visionary  speculations  of  the  past  and 
present  administration,  are  ill  suited  lo  a  republican 
Ibrm  of  government  and  the  recent  indications  of 
elections  throughout  the  United  States,  give  high 
and  cheering  hopes,  that  those  who  are  now  in  power 
will  have  to  quit  their  places,  for  others  who  will 
devote  their  talents  to  the  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple. To  the  whig  members  of  congress  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  American  people  have  been  turned  and 
will  continue  so  lo  look,  and  the  people  have  every 
assurance  that  a  cause  so  holy  and  just,  as  that  ad-  Bnttersea,  .■Jvgiisl  Srd,  1838. 

vocated  by  them  will  finally  be  triumphant.  Their  Gentlemen:  I  have  lo  return  you  my  most  grate- 
reward  will  be  the  gratitude  of  a  free  people,  which  ful  acknowledginrnis  for  the  invitation,  in  belialf  of 
is  more  durable  and  honorable  than  any  monument  ,  the  whigs  of  Petersburg,  "to  a  public  dinner  to  be 
that  can  be  erected  by  man.  We  have  been  request-  i  ;;iven  on  any  day  convenirnl  lo  myself,  w  hich  yon 
ed  lo  earnestly  solicit  you  to  accept  of  a  public  din- !  did  in»  the  fionor  to  present  in  person  this  morning, 
ner  at  such  a  time  as  may  be  most  convenient  lor  |  I  arrived  here  a  few  ilay.-;  since,  and  have  been 
you,  when  your  fellow  townsmen  and  citizens  ofj  delayed  in  passing  to  the  White  Sulphur  sjirings  by 
this  city,  will  have  an  opportunity  t.f  manifesting  |  the  kimlness  of  friends,  without  the  least  expecta- 
to  you  the  feelings  which  warm  and  animate  their  lion  of  (his  manifestation  of  rei.;ard,  or  a  greeting 
hearts.  !  like  this  in  a  land  of  slraiisers.     But  whig?  know 

We  are  very    happy  of  being   the   organ  of  this    each   other  by  the   inslincls   of  gentlemen   and   of 
communication  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,    patriots,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should 
Your  obedient  servants,      ]  be  tempted  to  obey  your  request;  especially  when  I 
John  D.  Kinsman.  John  L.  Meserve,  Noah  Hinlcley, ,  find  myself  assured  that  you  have  seized  on  the  oc- 
James  Furbish.  R.  W.  Lincoln,  James  L.  Merrill,  i  casioti  of  my  casual  visit  here  to  execute   a   design 
O.  B.  Dorrance.  George  Jewell,  John  Neal.  Luther  '  long  entertained  of  paying  me  the   compliiiieni   of  a 
Jewell,  .Indrew  T.  Dole,  Stephen  Wnite,  Jr.  Mcuh    public  dinner  as  a  teslimoni.d  of  your  re-pect  and 
Su-eetser,  Vllicer   Genish,    S.  B.    Beckett,  E.  Z).  [  approbation.     I  hardly  dare  decline  to  name  a  day 
Preble,  S.  Lomfellow,  Jr.,  Geo.  Warren.  !  for   the   cloth   to   be   spread  around  whose  board  we 

I  "  Portland,. lugusl  a,  \9^9.      J  should  learn  to  know  each  other  belter,  and  pledge 

Gextlemen:  1  received  some  days  since,  your  1  to  be  better  whigs  than  we  now  are,  even  in  the 
favor  of  the  23d  inst.  inviting  me  to  partake  "of  a  ,  day  of  our  country's  trial,  and  it  may  be  our  coun- 
public  dinner  wilh  a  portion  of  my  fellow   citizens  ;  fr)''s  triumph  too. 
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But,  genllejiien,  I  regret  to  add  that  a  severe  al 
tack  of  disease,  which  commenced  before  I  left 
home,  and  prostrated  me  quite  by  the  time  I  reached 
the  hospitable  mansion  of  your  neighbour,  judge 
May,  has  deprived  me  of  the  bodily  strength  to  do 
the  duty  of  "table-talk" or  any  olher  kind  of  dinner 
service;  and  an  appointment  to  start  on  my  journey 
tomorrow  morning,  will  compel  me  to  decline  your 
invitation. 

A  better  day,  however,  is  coming,  I  hope,  for  us 
and  all  the  whigs  of  the  union.  I  hope  I  shall  soon 
be  re-mvigorated  by  the  genial  air  and  waters  of  our 
own  native  mountains,  and,  if  God  spares  me  even 
to  return  this  way  home,  I  will  tell  you  when  I  can 
meet  you.  Cordially  meet  you  as  brethren  of  the 
same  faith  and  the  same  fathers,  in  the  meat  and  the 
drink  of  a  whig  dinner,  to  gather  new  strength  and 
catch  new  inspiration  in  a  cause  of  which  every 
patriot  should  be  proud,  and  in  which  everj-  TiV- 
ginian  should  nerer  tire. 

M.iy  the  genius  of  our  country,  whose  is  that 
cause,  and  the  avengers  of  her  wrongs,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  they,  conspire  to  keep  Petersburg  an  asylum 
of  the  thrifty  free  and  a  holy  abiding  place  of  their 
principles  and  their  house-hold  Gods. 
I  am,  gentlemen. 

Gratefully  yours, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 
To  Messrs.  J.  D    Townes,  P  Dwkin,  Juhn  Bragg, 

P.  C.  Spencer,  Wm.  Robertson,  and   Jabez  Smith, 

committee. 


12.  Will.  C.  Preston — .\n  early,  able,  and  con- 
sistent supporter  of  state  rights — a  fearless  and  elo- 
quent advocate  of  southern  principles — a  deter- 
mined enemy  of  tyranny  and  usurpation— while 
there  remains   a  single  heart  in  Carolina  alive  to 


them,  we  know,  have  seen  the  day  when  they  de- 
lighted to  do  honor  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  they,  no 
doubt,  now  regret  that  that  day  has  probably  passed 
lorcver;  but  his  colleague  is  now  attracting  the  sym- 
pathy and  the  admiration  of  all   in   the  land,  whose 


the  dictates  of  honorable  feeling,  or  a  tongue  that  |  sympathy  and  admiration  are  worthy  the  regard  of  a 
dare  utter  the  words  o(  truth,  his  services  cannot !  noble  soul;  and   they  indicate   not 'only   their  own 

but  those  of  the  state  rights  party  generally. 


be  forgotten  or  go  unrewarded 

On  the  reading  of  the  last  toast,  Mr.  Preston 
came  forward,  most  heartily  and  affectionately 
greeted  by  the  assembly,  and  addressed  them  in  a 
speech  of  very  great  eloquence,  in  relation  to  his 
own  public  course,  and  the  political  questions  now 
before  the  country.  The  committees,  we  under- 
stand, have  requested  a  copy  (or  publication,  but 
severe  illness  in  his  family  lias  thus  far  prevented 
the  eloquent  senator  from  turnishing  it. 

[We  will  publish  Mr.  P.'s  address  as  soon  as 
a  copy  of  it  is  received.] 

A  number  of  volunteer  toasts  were  also  given, 
and  the  following  letter  from  the  honorable  Waddy 
Thompson  read  by  one  of  the  committee. 

Greenville,  July  22,  1S3S. 

Gentlemen:  I  regret  that  it  %vill  not  be  in  my 
povver  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  a  dinner 
to  be  given  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Preston  on  the 
28th  inst.  Concurring  as  I  do  entirely  with  that 
gentleman  upon  the  currency  question  which  now 
agitates  the  slate,  added  to  every  consideration  of 
a  personal  character,  would  have  made  it  agreea- 
ble lo  me  to  have  been  with  you;  but  I  cannot. 

I  have  lived  too  long,  and  seen  too  much  of  the 
fickleness  of  public  opinion,  and  the  instability  of 
personal  popularity,  to  be  much  surprised  at  any 
thing  of  that  sort.  But  I  confess  that  there  is 
something  Hhich  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  in 
the  violence,  denunciation  and  proscription,  with 
which  three  of  us  are  treated:  who  hold  and  ex- 
press opinions,  which,  twelve  months  ago,  were 
held  by  nine-tenths  of  those  who  now  denounce 
us.  Two  years  since,  colonel  Benton  proposed  a 
measure  for  the  gradual  collection  of  the  dues  of  the 
government  in  gold  and  silver  only.      His  measure 


THE  PRESTON  BARBECUE. 

From  the  Columbia  Telescope. 
The  barbecue  dinner  advertised  lor  last  Satur- 
day, the  4th  instant,  took  place  according  to  ap- 
pointment, and  was  attended  by  the  largest  and 
most  respectable  collection  of  citizens  that  we 
have  seen  in  this  place  for  some  years.  About 
12  o'clock  the  company  assembled  in  a  shady  lot 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  and  partook  of  iced 
drinks   of  various   kinds   until  1,   when    they   sat 

down  to  a  sumptuous  dinner,  laid  upon  five  long    _  „  _,  -      ^ 

ranges  of  tables,  conspicuous  alike  for  Ihe  excel- 1  provided  lor  theinfusion  of  specie"^  into  the  circula- 
lence  of  the  materials  and  the  handsome  style  in  '  ''"",  by  driving  out  by  degrees  all  bank  notes  un- 
which  it  was  prepared.  Much  credit  is  due'to  the  !  ''<^''  twenty  dollars;  and  in  this  particular  was  cer- 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  judicious  man-  1  '^inly  a  wiser  measure  than  the  late  sub-treasury 
ner  in  which  the  proceedings  were  conducted;  and  !  '''"■  I'  ws  not  supported,  as  far  as  I  know,  by  a 
also  to  Mr.  C.  Neufler,  under  whose  direction  the  •  S'"?'*  newspaper  or  politician  of  any  party  in  the 
dinner  was  prepared.  Chancellor  D.ivid  Johnson  I  *'^'^'  ""'l  "as  ridiculed  and  scolfed  at  by  the  oppo- 
acted  as  president,  and  colonel  A.  Blanding,  doc-  h"'""  I^arty  "ilhout  one  exception;  if  there  was  an 
tor  Robert  Henry,  and  Joel  Adams,  esq.,  as  vice  !  exception  it  has  escaped  my  notice  and  may  be 
presidents.  I  shown. 

HEGULAH   TOASTS.  I' Cannot  be  forgottcn  that  Icss  than  a  year  a^o, 

1.  The  slate  of  South  Carolina— She  cannot  join  '  " ''^"  <he  reverend  Mr.  Fisk  rose  to  address  a  pub- 
at  present  in  the  pitiful  scramble  for  oifice,  with- '  ''<^  meeting  in  Charleston,  in  favor  of  these  anti- 
out  dishonoring  herself  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  j ''''"'^  op'i''o"s  now  so  prevalent,  even  the  sanctity 
and  degrading  herself  in  her  own  estimation.  "f  his  robes  did  not  protect  him,  and  he  wasknock- 

2.  Governor  P.  M.  Butler— The  gallant  soldier;  <"''  Jown.  It  was  regarded  as  a  sort  of  political 
the  vigilant  commander;  the  carelul  magistrate— '  blasphemy.  Now,  1  do  not  object  to  gentlemen 
whether  called  on  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  his  I  "^banging  their  opinions;  but  I  do  think  that  we, 
invaded  country,  or  to  devise  means  of  rebuilding  "''o  now  hold  opinions  which  one  short  year  past 
a  prostrate  city— he  lias  shown  himself  willing,  1  "'^re  'be  opinions  of  the  whole  state,  have  a  ri"-ht 
prom].t,  and  efficient.  to  ask  some  little  toleration,  and  that,  in  despite^of 

3.  The  speedy  and  firm,  union  of  Texas  with  Ihe    " ''' ''       '   '  ■■  .        . 


lecling 

in  declaring  that  this  is  the  v\orst  administration  that 
ever  cursed  a  flee  country,  and  merits  unabated  hos- 
tility. Mr.  Preston  only  echoed  the  universal  whig 
sentiment  on  this  point,  in  saying,  "that  the  Stuarts 
must  be  driven  out,  whoever  else  may  succeed." 
It  is  the  settled  conviction  of  the  opposition,  that 
the  reigning  dynasty  have  perpetrated  enormities 
which  the  people  of  this  country  can  never  forgive, 
if  they  wish  to  preserve  the  public  liberty  and  pub- 
lic morals,  and  it  is  their  settled  determination  to 
exert  whatever  abilities  they  may  possess  lo  expel 
these  miscreants  trom  office.  Even  if  they  had  not 
sinned  beyond  forgiveness,  the  character  of  their 
otlences  is  such  as  to  assure  us  that  we  cannot,  with- 
out being  treacherous  to  ourselves  and  country,  re- 
pose the  slightest  confidence  in  any  of  theii  promises 
of  amendment.  [Richmond  Whig. 


United  States — A  measure  of  vital  importance  to 
the  south;  and  in  comparison  with  which  the  sub- 
treasury  and  United  States  bank  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance;   we  must  be  united. 

4.  The  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  and  Charleston 
railroad— An  enterprise  worthy  of  Ihe  devotion 
of  such  a  man  as  Robert  Y.  Hayne;  a  man  cal- 
culated to  grapple  with  and  overcome  every  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  ils  triumphant  and  final  ac- 
complishment. 

5.  GeneralJames  Hamilton — The  south  rely  on 
his  talent,  zeal,  and  enterprise  in  securing  for  her 
a  direct  foreign  trade. 


some  evidences  heretofore  given  of  devotion  to  the 
state,  we  should  not  be  denounced  as  traitors.  It 
was  an  administration  measure,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
administration  party  should  support  if.  It  has  the 
support  of  a  distinguished  individual,  who  has  \onf 
enjoyed,  above  all  others, the  confiJenceof  Ihe  nuN 
lifiers,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  state  should  be  carried  in  its  support;  but 
that  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  question  so  clear, 
that  honest  men  may  not  differ  about  it,  and  so  vi- 
tally important  as  to  supersede  all  past  ties,  person 
al  as  well  as  political,  and  a  sufficient  reason  fo 
again  blowing  up  the  angry  flame  of  parly  spirit. 


6.  John  C.  Calhoun— \   Carolinian   and  an  able    ""d  dividing  and  weakening  the  south,   v\liich  has 
senator.     May  he  live  to  be  president  of  the  United  !  s°  'nany  reasons  for  being  united— I  confess,  ex- 
"*""  '  cecds  my  comprehension 


States 

7.  F.  //.  Elmore— A  worthy  son  of  South  Caro- 
lina— We  esteem  him  too  highly  to  ])roscribe  him 
for  honestly  differing  from  some  of  us  en  a  mat- 
ter of  doubtful  policy. 

8.  Hugh  S.  Legare — The  ripe  scholar,  the  hon- 
est statesman,  and  the  uncompromising  patriot. 
May  he  continue  to  enjoy  the  rightful  exercise  of 
his  own  clear  judgment  upon  all  questions  where- 
in South  Carolina  may  have  an  interest. 

9.  Henry  Clay  and  Martin  Van  Buren — par  no- 
bile  fratum.  If  South  Carolina  is  true  to  herself, 
or  has  the  least  regard  for  consistency,  she  can  give 
her  vote  for  neither  of  them — she  cannot,  nor  will 
not  be  drawn  into  a  choice  of  evils. 

10.  Our  distinguished  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress — South  Carolina  values  them  too  highly 
to  sacrifice  any  of  them  to  the  blind  zeal  of  parly 
or  the  malignant  envy  of  demagogues. 

11.  The  fair  of  South  Curolia—Theit  smiles  are 
Ofli^  for  freemen. 

"We  haar  tnai  a  leuoiv ...  ^..^— „. 


I  send  you  the  following  sentiment. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Gentlemen,  respectfully, 

Your  friend  and  ob't.^erv't, 

W.  THOMPSON,  jr. 
Public  office— Not  to  be  desired  by  an  honorable 
man,  when  lield  upon  the  tenure  of  one  man's  will, 
and  at   the   sacrifice  of  opinions  honestly   enter- 


tained. 


COMPLIMENT  TO  MR.  PRESTON. 

From,  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer. 
Read  the  following  interesting  correspondence  be- 
tween  Mr.    Preston    and    a    committee    of  Halifax     -.., „  ..„ 

whigs.      The    compliment    whether   considered    in  consummated  by  the   seizure 

relerence  to  the  terms  of  the  invitation,  or  the  signa-  public  treasure,  brought  into  existence  the  whig  par- 

tures  attached,  is  one  of  which  any  man  may  be  proud,  ty,  composed  of  all  those   who  struggle  to   preserve 

Ihe  committee  was  composed   of  gentlemen,  who,  the  constitutional  limitations  of  power,  or  the  prin- 

tor  intelligence  and  sterling  republicanism,  are  sur-  ciples  of  free  government.     Against   those  usurpa- 
passed  by   none   m    Ihe   commonwealth.     Manv  of 'tions,  so  utterly  destructive  of  every   thing  that  the 


CORBESPO.NDENCE. 

Halifax  courthouse,  T'c,  July  3d,  1833. 
Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  many  of  the  whigs  of 
Halifax,  convened  lor  the  puipose,  we  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  invite  you,  in  their  name,  to 
\  isit  their  county  on  your  return  to  your  home  in 
South  Carolina,  and  to  dine  w:th  them  at  their  court 
house  on  such  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

We  give  but  a  feeble  expression  to  their  senti- 
ments, when  we  declare  to  you  that  your  steady  de- 
votion to  and  able  support  of,  principles  dear  to  all 
true  whigs — your  constant,  unwearitd  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  constitution  when  attacked  by  many 
and  defended  by  few — your  efficient  and  manly  re- 
sistance to  the  tyranny  and  corruption  of  the  most 
dangerous  administration  which  this  or  any  olher 
country  has  ever  been  cursed  with,  have  called  up 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  respect  which  they  would 
be  delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  personally  to 
express  to  you. 

At  a  time  like  the  present,  when  they  find  many 
of  those  whom  Virginia  has  been  pleased  to  honor 
and  to  trust,  falling  one  by  one  lroi.i  the  faith  of  our 
fathers,  they  turn  wilh  an  honest  pride  to  a  native 
born  Virginian,  who,  in  another  land,  illustrates,  by 
his  life  and  his  character,  the  political  creed  of  the 
Old  Dominion  as  she  once  was.  We  feel  that  we 
do  no  injustice  to  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting, 
when  we  say  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  to  accord 
to  you  a  yet  more  decided  and  unequivocal  niaik  of 
the  high  estimation  which  tliey  place  on  your  charac- 
ter and  services.  We  cannol  permit  this  opportu- 
nity to  escape  without  expressing  to  you  our  indi- 
vidual concurrence  in  these  sentiments.  Whlelhe 
south,  now  the  weaker  portion  of  the  confederacy, 
finds  herself  on  every  side  assaulted  in  her  dearest 
rights,  it  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  know 
that  we  have  such  a  champion  as  yoursell  on  our 
side.  We  have  the  triple  security  of  talent,  integ- 
rity, and  a  common  interest. 

Hoping  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  the 
meeting  whose  organ  we  are,  an  afiirinative  re- 
sponse from  you,  we  are,  with  sentiments  of  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 
James  C.  Bruce,  I      Thomas  S.  Flournoy, 

Wm.  B.  Banks,  E   Barksdale,  jr. 

Thomas  J.  Green,        |      Thomas  Leigh, 
John  S.  Lewellen,        I      Win.  Holt, 
Wm.  Bailey,  P.  H.  Gilmer, 

T.  Baker,  |      Wm.  D.  Sims, 

Thomas  Davenport, 

Committee  to  conespond. 

Columbia,  July  14.  IS38. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  you,  a  committee  of  Ihe  whigs  of  Halifax,  an 
invitation  to  a  dinner  at  your  court  house.  Your 
If-tter  wa=  received  at  ihe  very  instant  I  was  quilting 
Washington,  and  not  read  until  I  was  on  board  the 
boat.  Travelling  with  the  mail,  there  was  no  mo- 
ment at  which  I  could  acknowleiige  and  thank  you 
for  this  flattering  testimonial,  elicited,  I  doubt  not, 
more  by  the  kindness  wilh  which  you  have  regarded 
my  wishes  and  purposes  to  do  good,  than  by  a  just 
consideration  of  the  efficiency  with  which  I  have 
prosecuted  them. 

I  came  into  the  senate,  gentlemen,  at  the  moment 

when  Ihe  unparalleled  usurpations  of  the  executive, 

d   del*  ntion   of  the 
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revolution  won  ami  saiiclifii'd,  we  have  continiieil  lo 
struggle,  with  a  reul  which  ltii.s  far  has  not  been  re- 
warded bv  a  pioportioiiate  success. 

In  ISS.'i,  the  [lublic  money  was  found  in  the  hand:! 
of  the  executive,  unrejjulated  by  law;  but  even 
gen.  Jackson  was  unwilling  that  it  should  continue 
thus,  and  earnestly  recommended  that  the  dangerous 
trust  should  be  taken  from  his  hand,  and  placed  in 
the  custody  of  the  law — now  in  183S,  a  willing  se- 
nate proposes  to  place  in  the  hands  oftliis  president, 
exempted  from  legal  restrictions,  the  liinils  his  pre- 
decessor seized.  If  there  were  no  other  indications 
of  the  progress  of  right  principles,  Ihe  patriot  whig 
might  be  disposed  to  surrender  in  despair — but  re- 
cent events  administer  consolation,  and  teach  us 
confidence  in  the  permanence  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. The  power  and  patronage  party  has  been  re- 
buked by  the  house  ol  representatives  at  each  ap- 
))eal  made  to  it,  by  a  stronger  and  sironger  voice. — 
The  people  arc  coming — have  come — to  the  rescue 
of  the  constitution.  I'he  mad  and  wild  projects  of 
a  pampered  and  reckless  party  are  and  will  be  de- 
feated. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  my  deliberate  conclu- 
sion, painfully  and  reluctantly  arrived  at,  that  no  de- 
feat, howevei  disgraceful;  no  warning,  however 
solemn;  no  experience,  however  disastrous,  will  turn 
the  party  in  power  from  the  error  of  its  ways.  Its 
whole  organization,  principles  and  practices  are 
wrong,  essentially  immoral  and  revolutionary.  As 
long  as  it  is  in  power,  the  country  will  be  lo.«sed  with 
violent  agitations,  harrasseil  by  sudden  changes,  sub- 
jected to  rapid  alternations  of  factitious  prosperity 
and  real  ilisaster,  be  di\  idid  into  sections  and  cl.isses, 
in  bitter  hostility  to  eacli  other — while  a  general  un- 
certainty, confusion  and  anxiety,  will  pervade  the 
public  mind.  These  are  the  necessary  and  inevita- 
ble consequences  of  the  domination  ol  such  a  parly 
as  now  govern  the  country — our  only  hopes  are  in 
a  change^of  the  dynasty.  Let  us  expel  the  Stuarts 
whoevei  may  replace  them. 

•  Is  there  any  man  v\ho  will  look  back  upon  the 
history  of  the  last  eight  years,  and  believe  it  possible 
that  our  countiy  can  produce  any  other  party  or  set 
of  men  who  in  the  same  space  can  do  as  much 
mischiel? 

The  kind  temper  in  which  my  fellow  citizens  of 
the  whig  party  of  Halil'ax  have  been  pleased  to  re- 
gard ray  iiumble  ellbrls,  will  be  a  stimulus  to  in- 
creased e.Kertioiis  iii  the  common  cause  of  the  whigs 
and  the  constitution. 

For  the  favorable  terms,  gentlemen,  in  which  you 
have  been  ]>leased  to  couch  your  communication,  1 
beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks,  and  that  you 
will  be  assured  of  Ihe  high  respect  and  considera- 
tion with  which 

[  am  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  PRESTON. 
To  Messrs.  /.  C.  Bruce,  Wm.  B.  Banks,  Thomas 
J.  Green,  Wm.  Bniley,  John  S.  Leuellen,  T.  Ba- 
ker, Thotitiis  S.  Flounoy.  E.  Barks(Ude,jr.,  T/ios. 
Leigh,  Wm.  Hall,  P.  li.  Gilmer.  Wm.  D.  Sims, 
2'liomas  Davenport,  commillee. 


AFFAIR  BETWEEN-  MESSRS.  SEGAR  AND 
SAVAGE. 

Having  published  the  card  of  Messrs.  H»s/on  and 
Martin,  (see  page  32.3)  in  justice  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, we  give  place  to  the  following: 
From  Ihe  Sorfolk  Herald. 

To  prevent  all  misapprehension  and  misrepresen- 
tation of  the  recent  affair  of  honor  between  Mr. 
Segar  and  Mr.  Savage,  we  are  requested  to  give  an 
immediate  publication  lo  tbe  following  letters; 

Wasliingtori,  June  24th.  1833. 

Gen'TLE.men:  The  affair  of  honor  in  which  you 
have  been  involved  is  now  terminated,  and  I  think 
it  due  and  just  to  you  both,  that  I  should  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  facts  of  Ihe  mediation  by  which  I 
have  the  consolation  lo  believe,  your  differences 
were  honorable  adjusted,  and  their  trial  by  arms 
peacefully  prevented. 

Mr.  SiVdge  anived  in  Washington,  Thursday, 
the  llth  inst.,  and  called  upon  me  immediately  at 
the  house  of  representatives.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  challenged  by  Mr.  Segar,  gave  me  a  de- 
tailed account  of  Ihe  causes,  showed  me  the  corres- 
pondence, and  applied  to  me  to  be  his  second,  as- 
signing among  other  apologies  for  calling  on  ine, 
that  he  could  nut  permit  several  of  his  frienils  in 
Noifolk,  who  were  ready  and  willing  to  serve  him, 
to  be  disfranchised. 

I  declined  to  act  as  his  second  on  the  instant, 
but  promised  lo  procure  for  him  a  friend  with  whom 
his  life  and  his  honor  should  be  safe;  determining 
to  reserve  myself  in  a  position  where  i  could  ren- 
der him  and  his  antagonist  a  much  more  essential 
and  grateful  service  than  it  is  ever  in  the  power  of 
seconds  so  effectually  to  render  their  principals, 
whatever  may  be  their  dispositions  or  iddres.s. 


With  care  and  deliberation  I  reflected  and  con- 
cliidid  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued.  On  Friday 
morning,  I  advised  Mr.  Savage  to  address  lo  Mr. 
Segar  a  letter,  that  ol  the  15th.  to  invite  him  to  ihis 
place,  and  inclosed  it  myself  in  a  letter  which  I  ail- 
dressed  to  Mr.  Whiting,  accounting  (or  all  inform- 
alities, and  disclosing  lo  him  the  character  which  I 
had  assumed. 

Alter  despatching  these  communications,  I  sought 
a  second  for  Mr.  Savage.  Fortunately,  I  thought 
of  a  genllemaii  and  a  soldier  in  the  city,  general 
Felix  Huston,  whose  character  in  private  life,  and 
ill  command  ol  the  nriny  ol  the  republic  of  Texas, 
has  been  no  less  distinguished  for  sagacity  and  hu- 
manity, than  lor  firmness  and  chivalry;  and  on  the 
morning  ol  Saturday,  the  19th,  I  procured  his  ser- 
vices. He  found  iMr.  Savage  unused  lo  arms,  and 
undecidid  as  to  the  terms  of  a  meeting.  He  caused 
him  to  decide  immediately  upon  the  weapon  and 
distance,  and  despatched  a  rominuiiication  forlh- 
wilh  to  Mr.  Segar's  friend,  leaving  I'urlher  prelimi- 
naries  as  lo  the  time,  place  and  position  to  be  agreed 
upon  when  they  should  arrive  in  this  city. 

Wednesday,  the  20th,  at  midnight,  I  was  visited 
by  my  friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Hunter,  at  my  room. 
He  said  he  had  important  information  to  give  me  on 
a  delicate  subject,  but  before  he  could  proceed,  he 
must  exact  a  [iioinise  that  I  would  not  act  upon  it 
under  any  contingency.  Extracting  the  promise, 
he  told  me  Mr.  Key,  the  district  attorney,  had  just 
received  information  from  bishop  Meade,  that  ihis 
duel  was  ill  prospect,  urging  his  interposition  and 
mine  to  arrest  the  parties  on  the  event.  I  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Key  myself,  immediatelv,  and 
promised  him  secrecy  on  my  ji.irt.  ihouc;h  Icotild 
not  promise  any  direct  co-operation.  The  warrant, 
then,  had  already  been  issued.  The  next  evening, 
on  Thursday,  the  21st,  general  Huston  came  to  my 
room  and  inloimed  me  that  the  had  just  been 
dining  with  judge  Thurston,  and  heard  lum  say  he 
had  issued  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  Mr. 
Savage.  His  first  impulse  was,  of  course,  to  in- 
form his  principal,  but  I  found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
vailing on  him  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  keep- 
ing the  information  secret  from  Mr.  Savage,  and  of 
allowing  the  opportunity  to  arrest  him.  I  took 
care,  however,  to  consult  with  Mr.  Allmand,  of 
Norfolk,  upon  the  propriety  of  geneial  Huston's 
acting  upon  the  information  he  had  received  at 
judge  Thurston's  table,  and  he,  with  a  due  sense 
of  the  risk  and  the  responsibility,  approved  of  the 
course  of  secrecy  towards  Mr.  Savage.  He  was 
therefore  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  danger  of  arrest 
until  late  on  Friday  evening,  when  he  received  a 
letter  Iroin  Mr.  Sesar,  through  me,  complaining  of 
procrastination,  intimating  the  probability  there- 
from of  arrest,  and  excepting  strongly  in  other  re- 
spects to  Mr.  Savage's  course.  As  soon  as  general 
Huston  saw  this  note,  he  could  no  longer  withhold 
from  Mr.  Savage  that  it  was  imperiously  ne- 
cessary then  that  he  should  forthwith  leave  the 
District.  He  advised  him  to  keep  close  quarters 
for  that  night,  and  to  depart  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. Friday, Ihe  22d,  at  about  lour  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Mr.  Segar  arrived,  and  forlhwith  despatched  Dr. 
-Martin,  his  friend,  in  search  of  Mr.  Savage.  .-Vt 
about  10  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Savage  was  apprised 
of  Mr.  Segar"s  arrival.  I  was  informed  ol'  it  by 
Robt.  E.  Taylor,  esq.  early  the  next  morning.  Mr. 
Savage's  departure  was  of  course,  delayed,  and  he 
was  propel  ly  concealed  from  Ihe  peace  officers.         [ 

As  soon  as  I  ate  my  breakfast,  I  visiied  Mr.  Se- 
gar in   company  with  the  lion.  F.   W.  Pickens  and 
my  colleague,  ivir   Hunter.     He  met  fhe  interview  , 
in  all  respects  as  became  him.     I  told  him  my  rela- 
tions public  and  private  to  him  and  to  Mr.  Savage 

ntilled  and  commanded  me  lo  take  them  under  my  ! 
jurisdiction  as  a  mediator;  that  his  challenge  was  ' 
informal  and  irregular,  and  his  letter  of  the  20th,  ! 
complaining  of  Mr.  Savage's  course  since  the  ac- 
ceptance, was  founded,  I  knew,  and  vouched,  upon 
a  mistake  on  his  part;  ami  that  both  the  letter  ar.d 
challenge  must,  upon  my  authority  be  withdrawn. 
He  replied  veiy  piopeily,  that  he  was  ready  to  cor- 
rect any  mistake  he  had  made  in  his  letter;  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  etiquette  of  such  affairs,  was 
willing  to  correct  any  informality  in  the  challenge, 
and  cared  nothing  for  forms,  only  for  substance; 
thai  all  matter  of  form  was  in  the  hands  of  his  se- 
cond, but  that  he  could  not  consent  for  him  to  with- 
draw the  challenge  for  any  other  purpose  than  to 
make  it  conformable  to  the  rule  of  propriety,  ami 
lo  the  code  under  which  he  sought  redress;  and 
when  reformed  and  corrected,  it  should  be  renewed 
immediately.  V/-  assured  him  his  second  should 
and  would  do  nothing  more  than  his  duty,  and  left 
him  to  seek  the  second-.  Dr.  Martin  and  general 
Huston.  I  informed  Mr.  Pickens  of  my  course;  ' 
Ihat  he  must  no  longer  advise;  as  he  was  to  be,  if  I 
succeeded,  a  r^feieir,  and  to  leave  Ihe  rest  to  Mr.  \ 
Hunter  and  myseir 


Mr.  Hunter  and  1  found  Ihe  two  seconds  arrang- 
ing the  terms  ol  the  meeting.  Alter  some  convn- 
sation  with  thun,  in  which  Mr.  Hunter  and  myself 
announced  our  object  in  calling,  I  retired  apart 
wilh  Dr.  Martin,  who  said  he  saw  wilh  pleasure 
from  my  letter  lo  Mr.  Whiting,  that  I  had  mani- 
lesled  a  desire  the  i.llair  should  he  amicably  adjust- 
ed, inquired  as  to  the  mode  and  terms  in  which  I 
conceived  Ihe  controversy  might  be  settled  with 
due  regard  to  Ihe  honor  anil  character  of  the  parties, 
and  presented  me  with  a  note  he  had  prepared  to 
that  eliect,  endorsed  "imobmai.,"  and  with  the 
express  understanding  that  it  was  not  written  by 
liiiu  as  the  secotul  of  Mr.  Segar,  or  with  his  know- 
ledge or  consent,  but  solely  upon  his  own  individual 
responsibilily,  dictated  by  his  own  willingness  to 
hear  any  proposition  lor  peace,  and  induced  by  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Whiling,  Mr.  Segar's  second  in  the 
first  instance. 

I  immediately  required  that  Mr.  Segar's  letter 
of  the  20tli  shr.uld,  on  my  authority  lor  the  lact 
that  it  was  written  under  a  mistake,  and  because 
it  was  an  ollence  subsequent  to  the  challenge  (in 
no  case  allowable)  be  withdrawn,  and  Ihat  the 
challenge  and  acceptance  sliould  both  be  w  iihdrawn; 
and  I  pledged  myself  then  to  both  seconds,  in  case 
of  such  withdrawal,  lo  propose  a  mode  of  adjust- 
ment to  which  neither  party  could  justly  except. 
Mr.  Hunter  approved  the  justness  and  reasonable- 
ness ol  this  couise;  ami  the  seconds  were  both  com- 
pelled  to  accede  to  the  withdrawal  ol  the  three  pa- 
pers. I  then  named  the  hon.  F.  W.  Pickens  and 
the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss  as  referees,  with  power  to 
call  in  an  umpire  to  adjust  all  points  of  honor  and 
dispute  in  difference  between  the  parties,  and  to 
make  their  decision  final  and  conclusive,  required 
the  seconds  lo  lay  before  them  all  Ihe  publications 
and  correspondence,  and  denied  lo  the  principals 
the  right  of  coininiinicating  with  the  referees  or  of 
appearing  before  them.  The  seconds  accepted  in 
due  form  Ihe  proposition  of  reference,  without  con- 
sultation by  either  with  either  piincipal;  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  either.  The  re- 
ferees sat  immediately,  disagreed  in  no  particular, 
and  deciiled  and  adjusted  Ihe  allair  by  a  wiitten 
award,  which  I  approved,  and  1  believe  every  man 
of  chivalry  will  approve,  as  equally  honorable  to 
the  board  and  lo  the  gentlemen  whose  case  they 
adjudged.  The  seconds  coufd  not  withhold  their 
approbation,  and  thus  happily  terminated  the  affair. 
My  object  in  addressing  you  this  letter— lo  state, 
fairly  and  fully  all  the  facts  in  such  manner  as  to 
hush  and  sil.nce  beyond  all  cavil  or  contradiction 
forever,  every  whisper  or  suspicion  against  the 
conduct  and  bearing  of  either  of  you  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  your  allair  of  honor  without  a  meeting  in 
the  field^is  now  attained. 

In  conclusion,  pfrinit  me  lo  assure  you  both  Ihat 
you  owe  much  to  the  excellent  friends  Dr.  Martin 
and  gen.  Huston  whom  you  selected  as  your  se- 
conds. Their  conduct  has  been  closely  under  my 
inspection,  and  1  am  proud  to  bear  testimony  that 
lo  their  prudence,  discretion,  and  nerve  in  assrim- 
ing  responsibilily,  you  owe  Ihe  good  fortune  that 
one  or  both  of  you  are  not  now  numbered  with  the 
wounded  or  the  dead. 

They  both  have  acted  as  jealous  and  watchful 
guardians  of  your  honor,  and  at  the  same  time,  as 
generous  and  magnanimous  friends  of  humanily 
and  of  your  everlasting  peace  of  mind.  They  have 
saved  your  consciences  from  bloodshed  and  your 
characters  from  all  reproach.  It  is  enough  to  fay 
of  the  gentlemen  who  kindly  served  as  referees, 
that  their  names  are  vouchers  lo  a  na'ion,  and  their 
decision  needs  not  the  authority  of  their  names. 

As  to  my  friend  Mr.  Hunter  and  myself,  we  were 
volunteers,  and  claim  but  cne  obligation  to  us, 
which  we  now  enjoin,  that  you  shall  both  "forget 
and  forgive"  the  past — meet  as  if  you  had  always 
been  in  peace  with  each  other,  and  when  you  re- 
turn  to  your  homes  and  your  familiis.  afflicted  lo 
mourning  by  the  threatening  of  your  recent  hostili- 
ty, you  shall  earnestly  co-nper'afe  to  appease  the 
excitement  of  your  numerous  partizansand  friends, 
and  endeavor  to  restore  tranquility  to  a  county 
which  has  bestowed  upon  you  bnth  the  highest 
honors  and  confidence  in  the'gift  ol  its  people,  who 
have  been  agitated  and  disturbed  by  your  dilferen- 
cies  and  feuds.  We  are  confident  "you  both  know- 
how  to  display  courtesy  in  conciliation,  as  we  are 
sure  you  would  have  stood  the  severest  test  of 
courage  in  combat. 

For  myself,  pernjit  me  lo  say  that  I  shall  ever 
count  it  a  consolation  for  the  character  of  "duelist," 
which  I  despise,  which  I  thought  had  nolhingto  re- 
commend it,  but  which  has  undeservedly  in  the 
estimation  of  some  attached  to  me,  that  it  had  an 
influence,  perhaps,  in  drawing  your  affair  of  honr.r 
within  the  control  of  a  disposition  I  have  ever  felt 
and  manifested  on  everv  occasion  of  the    kind   • ,» 
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interpose  my  mediation  lor  an  amicable  ami  honor- 
able ailjustment. 

Yoii'bolli  have  my  good  wishes,  as  you  have  had 
my  kindest  offices,  and,  gentlemen, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 
To  Joseph  Segar  and  Win.  LijU  Savage,  esqrs. 

Washing/on,  2Glh  Tune,  1S38. 

Dear  sir:  Having  read,  at  yonr  request,  the 
statement  ot  Mr.  Vv'ise,  I  am  happy  to  express  my 
wariii  admiration  of  its  tone  and  spirit,  as  v,e\\  as 
my  acknouledguient  of  its  general  accuracy.  I 
won  Id  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  circumstance  that  I  had  called  on  Mr. 
Savage  on  Friday  twice  before  I  succeeded  in 
finding  him — once  early,  and  again  lalei  in  the 
evening.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  mention  also, 
that  gen.  Huston  and  myself  had,  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  Messrs.  Wise  and  Hunter  the  next 
morning,  promptly  agreed  that  a  meeting  should 
take  place  on  that  day.  But  there  is  one  faci 
which,  in  justice  to  my  character  and  teelings, 
and  as  well  as  your  own,  should  certainly  not  be 
omitted.  I  allude  to  the  resistance  which  I  mani- 
fested for  a  considerable  space  to  all  overtures  of 
pacific  arrangement.  This  I  did,  not  from  a  spiril 
of  bravado  or  from  obstinacy,  but  fioin  a  sensilive- 
ness  to  your  honor,  and  also  from  that  want  of  con- 
fidence in  my  opinions,  however  deciiled,  which 
can  only  bederivea  from  inexperience  in  such  mat- 
ters. 1  solemnly  declare  that  I  would  a  thou.sand 
times  rather  have  accomjianied  you  to  the  field, 
than  enter  inio  a  compromise  without  a  posiiive 
conviction  that  its  result  would  leave  your  honor 
without  a  stain.  Mr.  Wise  will  recollect  that  his 
appeals  to  me  and  those  ol  his  colleague,  weie  most 
earnest  lor  a  long  lime  in  the  presence  of  general 
Huston  until  i  thought  it  indelicate  to  proliact  the 
•liscussion  in  the  hearing  ot  the  latter,  and  I  accord- 
ingly requested  Mr.  Wise  to  step  with  me  into  the 
next  room.  I  there  exhibited  to  him  a  letter, 
which  I  had  preiiously  prepared,  in  which  1  sug- 
gested the  terms  upon  which  alone  an  arrangement 
could  be  eltected.  This  letter  contained  a  solemn 
declaration,  ihat  inv  act  was  without  the  knowledge 
ol  Mr.  Segar;  not  in  my  character  of  second;  not 
designed  ior  the  ear  of  the  opposite  party,  and 
upon  my  sole  and  serious  responsibility.  Mr.  Wise 
at  once  approved  of  its  spirit,  but  ob|ected  to  tht 
stipulaiion  ol  conditions,  as  incompatible  with  his 
plan  ot  arrau^ement,  and  desired  me  to  address  him 
a  note,  simply  requesting  him  to  sugg-  st  his  views 
in  reference  to  an  amicable  and  honorable  adjust- 
ment. This  I  did,  in  a  letter  marked  "inlormal 
and  confidential,"  which  bears  dale,  half  past  ten 
A.  .M.  whereas  the  last  paper  drawn  up  between 
gen.  Huston  and  mysell  is  dated  nine  A.  M.,  prov- 
ing Ihat  considerably  more  than  an  hour  had  elaps- 
ed from  the  iiiteiru[)tion  of  our  preliminaries,  until 
I  wrote  my  note  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Wi'se.  Upon  examining  Mr._  Wise's  state- 
ment, it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  inadvertenlly  con- 
founded my  two  letters,  as  he  speaks  of  the  one 
last  described,  as  already  prepared,  and  having  been 
immediately  shown  to'him.  Those  facts  are  iin 
portant,  because  I  had  fully  made  up  iny  mind, 
much  as  I  desired  in  my  heart  a  pacific  termination, 
to  listen  to  no  terms*  uniil  1  had  positively  convinc- 
ed myself  Ihat  they  w  ould  result  in  an  arrangement 
which  ought  to  prove  entirely  salislactory  to  my 
principal.  In  a  later  stage  ot  the  proceedings,  I 
had  great  scruples  abmil  the  right  or  propriety  of 
binding  my  principal  by  the  decision  of  the  referees, 
and  this  again  was  the  subject  of  a  protracted  resist- 
ance on  my  part,  nor  did  if  yield  my  scruples,  until 
I  had  obtained  the  approval' of  Dr.  Linn  ol  the  sen- 
ale,  in  whose  judgment  I  had  the  most  perfect 
confidence. 

J  omit  other  particulars  as  not  being  to  the  pre- 
sent purpose,  but  will  merely  observe,  that  after 
the  reference  had  been  made.  I  deemeil  it  necessa 
ry  to  excuse  myself  to  Mr.  Hunter  and  others,  for 
my. apparent  [lerlinacity,  by  attributing  it  to  the 
hesitation  naturally  springing  up  from  a  want  of 
confidence,  on  account  of  inexperience  in  such 
matters.  I  had  gone,  however,  into  the  business, 
with  the  principles  upon  which  I  should  act,  fully 
matured;  yet  1  wished  myself  sustained  by  tlie 
judgment  of  others  of  more  authority,  not  so  much 
lor  my  own  satisfaction,  as  forthal  of  my  principal. 
Anxious  as   I   was  for  arrangement   honorable  to 


*To  prevent  all  possibilily  of  misapprehension,  1 
will  state,  Ihat  when  I  speak  of  terms  or  overtures, 
I  allude  to  those  proceeding  from  the  mediating 
friends.  The  attitude  of  gen.  Huston,  as  represent- 
ing Ihe  challenged  party,  was  one  of  ilecoiou3  re- 
serve, until  his  reception  of  inv  firel  note. 

J.L.M. 


both  parlies,  (for  it  would  have  been  no  gratification 
to  me  to  obtain  the  slightest  triumph  over  your  ad- 
versary,) no  danger,  no  obloquy,  no  tenderness  of 
feeling,  no  appeal,  however  earnest  or  eloquent, 
could  have  induced  me  tocompromit  in  the  smallest 
rneasuie,  the  character  or  I'eelings  of  my  friend.  I 
repeat  it— I  do  full  justice  to  the  spirit,  the  fair- 
ness, the  eloquence,  the  general  accuracy  of  Mr. 
Wise's  statement;  and  yet  the  reader,  uninformed 
of  all  the  circumstances,  might  infer,  not  only  that  I, 
representing  the  challenging  party,  had  yielded  too 
prornplly  and  easily,  but  that  I  had  even  volunteer- 
ed upon  the  spot,  overtures,  which  would  have 
been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  known  rlettrmina- 
of  my  friend,  and  to  my  own  ideas  of  duly  and  pro- 
priety. With  the  warmest  admiration  for  the  course 
ol  Mr.  Wise,  and  the  lullest  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice of  his  intentions  and  Ihe  generosity  of  his  Itel- 
ings,  I  request  that  you  will  bring  this  letter  un- 
iler  his  eye,  without  delay.  Truly  your  friend, 
J.L.  MARTIN. 
Jos.  Srgar,  esq. 

House  of  ycpreseiiiatives, 
Jiiue  20/A,  12  o'clock,  M.  183S. 

Dear  sir:  I  have  just  read  Ihe  foregoing  letter, 
and  certainly  can  corroborate  its  statements,  as  I  do 
fully,  and  meant  to  do  in  my  letter  to  you,  so  far 
as  the  facts  were  witliin  my  knowledge,  and  they 
all  generally  weie.  Dr.  Martin's  statement  as  to 
his  first  letter  to  me,  parlicniarly,  is  true,  and  I 
omitteil  what  he  supplies,  only  from  Ihe  impres- 
sion that  it  was  an  unnecessary  particular.  He 
was  assuredly,  jealously  cautious  in  every  step  he 
took,  and  1  could  not  prevail  on  hiin  until  he  left 
me  lo  advise  with  Dr.  Linn.  I  approved  of  Dr.  M's 
course  in  every  respect.     Yours,  &c.  &.c. 

11.  A.  WISE. 

Jos.  Segar,  esq. 


DEATH  OF  PETER  W.  GRAYSON,  ESQ.  OF 

TEXAS. 
From  ihe  New  York  Evening  Slar. 
We  have  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  laying 
before  our  readers  the  authentic  details  of  the  late 
suicide  of  Mr.  Gr.iyson,  which  has  occasioned  so 
much  remark  Ihroughout  the  United  States.  They 
have  been  politely  furnished  us  by  John  G.  Tod, 
esq.  of  Texas,  his  Iriend  and  associate  in  the  com- 
mission appoiiited  by  the  Texan  government  to 
purclrase  vessels  of  war  in  this  coirnlry.  iVlr.  Tod 
left  Texas  two  weeks  alter  col.  Graysoii,  and  ar- 
rived at  fexington  July  14lh,  and,  two  days  alter 
that,  received  the  unexpected  and  distressing  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  his  Iriend,  which  took 
place  at  Bean's  Station,  a  town  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains  of  Tennessee. 

His  own  last  memorial  of  himself,  supported  as 
it  is  by  the  concurrent  testimony  ol  those  who  have 
known  him  from  youth,  prove  that  he  h.is  fallen  a 
victim  toa  morbid  melancholy, which,  without  any 
special  cause,  has  preyed  u|)on  his  existence  for 
many  years.  And  here  it  is  im|)ortant  lo  pre- 
rr.ise,  that  a  more  temperate  person,  considering 
the  excuing  situations  into  wliicli  his  career  has 
thrown  him  during  seveial  years  past,  has  rarely 
existed. 

Particulars  of  his  death.  The  following 
is  the  memuramluin  taken  by  Mr.  Tod  from  Mr. 
Mays,  the  landlord  ol  the  inn  at  Bean's  Station, 
where  col.  Grayson  committed  the  fatal  deed. 

IVi/the  Court  House,  (  Vu.)  Juhj  28,  1838. 
My  dear  Potter:  I  wrote  you  last  from  Har- 
rodsbuig,  as  I  was  on  my  way  to  Barboursville  and 
Bean's  Station.  When  I  got  to  Barboursville,  I 
found  that  col  Love  had  been  over  there,  ami  got 
all  the  etlecls  belonging  lo  our  much-lamented 
friend  Graysorr.  He  gave  me  all  the  papers  rela- 
ting to  our  mission,  aiid  a  copy  of  the  two  commu- 
nications which  I  herewith  send  you.  I  only  re- 
mained there  until  the  next  stage,  and  then  went 
to  Bean's  station,  where  I  inteiiderl  to  communicate 
with  our  government,  as  well  as  with  my  friends 
McKinney,  col.  Hill,  and  many  others,  who  will 
expect,  and  Ihink  it  strange,  il  'l  do  not  give  them 
a  full  and  early  account  of  this  distressing  and 
heart-rending  occurrence.  While  at  Bean's  Sta- 
tion I  lell  too  Sensibly  ihat  il  was  useless  for  me  to 
indertake  to  write  any  thing,  for  there  was  such  a 
feeling  of  gloom  and  distressing  reminiscences  con- 
ch d  with  the  place,  and  1  decided  to  leave  there 
at  once  for  Baltimore.  I  fiiul  myself  compelled  to 
remain  here  until  to-moriovv,  hoping  that  I  will  be 
well  enough  to  prosecute  my  journey.  Bull  am 
digressing.  Probably  it  will  be  better  for  me  to 
give  a  kind  of  preface  here  of  what  occurred  be- 
fore he  committed  the  deplorable  event.  I  noted 
t  down  from  the  landlord's  own  lips. 

"Mr.  Grayson  arrived  at  Bean's  Station  on  Ihe 
81h  insl.  from  Knoxville;  appeared  restless  arid  im- 
patient, as   he  asked  two  or  three  limes  for  a  room 


before  he  was  showed  one.  Came  down  to  dinner, 
but  ale  notliing;  reqiiesled  a  cup  of  lea  to  be  sent 
to  his  room.  In  the  evening  he  came  down,  and 
converseil  with  iVIrs.  Mays,  and  appeared  compos- 
ed. He  had  complained  of  a  pain  over  h.is  eyes, 
and  Mr.  Mays  recommended  him  to  make  use  of  a 
sulphur  spring  in  Ihe  neighborhood.  He  appeared 
anxious  to  do  so  at  fiist,  but  finally  declined,  slating 
Ihat  he  would  not  be  able  lo  rise  early.  He  retired 
to  rest  at  the  usual  hour,  carrying  a  short  piece  of 
candle  to  his  room,  and  let  it  "burn  out.  The  next 
morning  the  boy  went  into  his  room  with  a  lowel 
and  water  to  wash  with.  He  directed  the  servant 
(o  clean  his  boots,  which  was  done;  and  when  the 
boy  took  them  up,  he  told  him  he  had  no  further 
use  for  him.  The  boy  immediately  left  the  room, 
and  in  eight  or  ten  minutes  altervvards  the  report 
of  a  pistol  was  heard,  though  it  was  thought  by  the 
inmates  of  the  house  below  lo  have  been  a  gun  fired 
olf  out  of  doors.  The  hour  for  breakfast  arrived, 
and  the  girl  carried  il  up  to  his  room.  She  found 
liiin  dead." 

A  phial  of  laudanum,  about  half  full,  was  found 
on  the  table  It  is  supposed  that  he  drank  loo 
little  of  it,  which,  with  the  excitement,  fee.  failed 
lo  accomplish  his  object.  The  boy  said  he  found 
him  lying  on  the  lop  of  the  bed  clothes,  and  looked 
out  of  his  eyes  as  if  he  was  very  sleepy.  There 
were  two  beds  in  the  room,  and  it  is  thought  that 
he  was  sitting  on  the  one  which  he  occupied,  with 
his  body  inclined  towards  the  other,  where  he  shot 
himself;  the  other  was  directly  opposite,  and  he  was 
found  half  way  under  it.  No  blood  was  found  on 
the  bedding,  though  a  piece  ol  the  skull  hone  was 
found  lying  there.  The  brains  were  thrown  about 
the  room,  though  very  little  blood.  The  pistol 
must  have  been  placed  a  little  below  the  right  tem- 
pie,  as  all  the  upper  pari  of  that  side  of  his  head 
was  blown  entirely  off.  The  following  lines  were 
addressed  to  the  landlord,  and  lelt  on  Ihe  table  in 
such  a  position  Ihat  the  eye  would  discover  them 
immediately  on  entering  the  room. 

Mr.  Mays.  I  pray  you  pardon  the  frighlful  scene 
I  have  made  in  your  house. 

You  will,  ere  long,  learn  that  I  have  not  been 
wholly  an  unworthy  man. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  write  to  colonel  James 
Love,  formerly  aresidcrrtof  Bartonsville,  Ky.,  who, 
I  think,  is  there  at  this  time,  though  inteiidii  g  to 
remove  with  his  family,  in  Ihe  lal'l,  for  Texas,  in- 
forming him  of  what  has  occurred  here,  and  of  my 
wish  that  he  would  be  good  enough  to  come  to  this 
point,  and  take  charge  of  my  baggage,  examine, 
arid  do  with  it  what  he  will  see  is' proper.  In  the 
meanwhile,  I  hone  the  best  care  will  be  taken  of  it. 

You  will  find  money  in  my  pocket-book  to  defray 
all  my  necessary  expenses. 

I  beseech  you  again  lo  pardon  the  trouble  I  give 
you. 

P.  W.  GRAYSON,  cf  Texas. 

The  following  is  a  copy  that  he  hit  lor  his 
friends : 

To  niij  friends.  I  go  lo  my  grave  for  t!ic  quiet 
the  world  can  never  give  me. 

The  fiend  that  pursued  me  for  a  long  lime  previous 
to  1830,  and  then  let  me  rest,  ('twas  when  1  went 
to  Texas,)  has  started  on  me  again  with  redoubled 
fery.  To  save  myself  from  the  horrors  ol  a  mad- 
house, I  go  into  my  grave.  Farewell!  To  yon  and 
the  few  kiriihed  of  my  particirlar  allfctions  I  yidd 
the  last  pulsations  of  my  heart. 

P.  W.  G. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  (he  following  lines  are  Ihe 
last  he  ever  wrote.  They  were  written  with  a 
pencil  on  about  a  page  and  a  half  of  blar\k  paper 
contained  in  his  will,  lolded  up  with  the  above  let- 
ter and  some  others  papers,  and  endorsfd  "impor- 
tant papers.  !kc."  I  copied  them  mvsell  from  Ihe 
will,  althnu;;h  the  latKr  was  dated  •■Gahislon  Is- 
land, lOlh  June,  1838;"  yet,  as  a  pencil  was  Ibr.'nd 
lying  on  tlie  table,  and  it' appeared  as  if  it  had  late- 
ly been  employed,  I  am  pretty  certain  Ihey  arc  the 
last  lines  he  evi  r  wiote,  and  contain  Ihe  last  trou- 
bled iileas  of  the  closing  scene.  I  give  (hem  to 
you  "verbulim,"  underscored,  Stc,  as  he  left  then.: 

"It  is  necessary  to  my  poor  shattered  name   for 

e  now  to  confiss  that  at  least  ten  years  ol  my  life 
I  have  been  a  partially  deranged  man. 

"I  have  always  kept  this  a  profound  secret,  from 
n  indescribable  horror  I  have  ever  felt  at  Ihe  idea 
of  divulging  it.  A  rueful  scepticism  was  at  the 
bottom  of  all.  The  period  of  my  snfiering  in  this 
slate  was  from  ]82(Uo  1830.  In' this  mood  so  dis- 
qualifying and  adverse  to  mental  exeition  ol  any 
kind,  I  actually  wrote  a  sort  of  ej.cay  upon  lire  in- 
fluence of  law,  &c.     Went  to ,  and   published 

it  off  hand,  without  examining  proof,  or  correcting 
it  in  any  way.  This  I  did  for  exciten  ent  alone, 
with  a  view  and  hope  of  bringing  my  mind  back  to 
something  like  sanity  again  by  a  strong  desperale 
effort  at  mental  energy. 
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-The  piiMlir,  silly  man,  iumW  more  bliiiuleis  in 
the  type  ihjii  I  liad  iiiysilf  uiaile  in  the  mamisciipt, 
and,  "orsl  ol  all,  put  iny  name  in  the  tllle  pat;e 
against  my  expiess  orders — julul  exposure  ol  niy 
weakness,  which  t  have  ever  hoped,  hinvrver,  was 
conlined  to  a  lew  persons  oidy,  who  miglit,  by  ac 
cident,  have  picked  np  llie  slrangidy  contrived, 
ill  written,  crazy  production,  whicli  contains  a  good 
many  thoughts  that  I  approve  even  yet. 

'•This  I  write  in  my  last  hours  ol  existence.  I 
sincerely  tliink  as  a  sane  or  living  man.  Whether 
I  shall  be  in  Bedlam  or  my  f^iave  soon,  I  know 
not;  I  am  in  the  liands  of  malignant  late,  and  the 
worst  lliat  can  befall  me  will,  1  am  sure. 

••P.  \V.  G. 

"The  last  trap  to  catch  my  soni,  and  send  it  to  a 
very  hell  ot  torture,  was  the  i;uod  freliii;  i>f  my 
friends,  urging  me  and  prexaihng  on  melo  he  a 
candidate  lor  the  presidency  ol  Texas!   Oh,  God!!" 

In  reviewing  all  the  lacts  connected  with  this 
distressing  ami  lamentable  occuirence,  I  think  we 
may  safely  say  he  has  fallen  a  victim  (o  his  owri 
morbid  feelings,  produci  I  by  Ibe  nhmg  andciilumny 
of  those  opposed  to  him  ill  Texas  lor  the  presiden- 
cv.  His  ardent  friends  pressed  this  thing  upon  him 
contrary  to  his  own  coi.victions,  and  he  has  fallen  a 
sacrifice. 

TOLLS  AND  TRADE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
CANALS. 

From  the  .'libcnvj  .Irgus  of  the  6th  insl. 
Tolls  on  the  several  canals  lor  the  last   week  in 
July,  1837  and  183S,  viz: 

'      1833  1J4.5.963  97 

1S37  3(),(>(I3  45 


as  tluur,  and  the  toll  may  be  paid  at  that  place  to 
t  loj  or  Albany.  To  a  limited  extent,  llieielore, 
the  quantil^  of  wheal,  ana  Hour  made  liom  the 
same  wheat,  are  liolh  rickomd  in  the  loregoins; 
e.'.timale  of  wheat  and  Hour.  The  amount  of  lull 
paid  is,  Ihereloie.  the  lairest  ti  st  ol  the  iiicriase  ol 
business  ul  Giiuulo,  anu  this  shows  ,\n  increase  ol 
85  1-2  per  cent. 


Increase  <fn.3Cl)  52 

The  wliole  sum  received  for  tolls  on  all  the  state 
canals  from  the  npening  of  navigation   to  the  close 
of  Julv.  tor  1837  and  ISSS,  is  as  loUows,  viz: 
'1833  $677,3.^1  95 

1837  526,768 


Increase  $1511.583  95 

The  merchandize  cleared  fro'ii  tide  water,  from 
the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of  July,  lor 
thice  years,  is  as  lollows,  viz: 

1836.  1837.  1838. 

Merchandize  46,679  tons.  37.558  tons.  44,383  tons. 
The  merchandize  cleared  this  year  is  less  by 
2,296  Ions  than  in  1S36.  and  gr.-ater  by  6,825  ton's 
than  in  1337.  The  average  lor  the  three  years  is 
42,873  tons.  Excess  this  year  beyond  the  average 
for  three  years,  1..t10  tons. 

The  wheat  and  flonr  arriving  at  tide  water  to  the 
close  of  Julj  ,  iu   1837  ami  1333.  is  as  follows,  viz: 
bushels  wheat,     bbls.  flmr. 
In    18.37  3.9.477  232,(168 

In   1333  236,(150  386,836 

Increase  in  1833        196.573  154,818 

Estimating  a  barrel  of  floor  equal  to  5  bushels  of 
wheat,  and  ilie  quantity  for  each  year  will  stand  as 
follows,  viz: 

In   I-i38  2.170.480  bushels 

In   1337  1,16(1,340       " 


THE  RISE  OF  WATERS. 

The  Toledo  Blade  has  llie  loilowing  interesting 
article  on  llie  si.biecl  of  the  rise  ol  the  waters  of  lliu 
gie.it  lakes.  The  fact  here  menlioned,  as  account- 
ing for  the  rise,  now  meets  onr  eye  lor  the  fiisl  time, 
and  furnishes  a  plausible  reason  for  (he  plienouic- 
non: 

Tiie  unprecedented  rise  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
lakes  iroin  the  head  ol  Lake  Superior  even  to  wliif.' 
tliey  meet  llie  waleis  ol  the  .\ilanlic  in  the  liver  St. 
LaHiviice,  has  seemed  to  b.^lil--  all  speculation  as  to 
its  cause.  Ills  beyond  di.-pulu  lliat  uliole  lainis 
have  been  subiueigid,  thai  \\  liarves  and  streets  have 
been  reiuleied  useless.  From  all  accounts  we  have 
seen,  vve  are  incliiieil  to  think  that  (he  rise  since 
ls3j  has  b<en  between  three  and  a  hall  and  lour 
feel.  An  old  and  mtellinenl  setller  of  Cleveland  de- 
clares that  he  has  seen  Ilie  level  ol  the  water  seven 
leet  lower  than  it  now  is.  This  was  probably  du- 
ring a  season  of  extiaordiiiary  depression.  The  pier 
at  Monroe  was  six  feet  out  of  water  when  first  com- 
pleted,    ll  IS  now  nearly  immersed. 

We  have  heard  several  explanations,  some  of  which 
were  lidiculous;  some  v\eie  surmises  nnsnpported 
by  a  single  lact;  and  some  at  war  with  established 
l.icls.  The  latest  e.\plaiialion,  however,  is  lonndeu 
in  good  sense,  ami  tr.icc'S  the  piienomeiia  to  a  direct 
miliiial  cause.  Il  is  said  that  a  huge  liver  which  has 
hillierlo  discharged  ilsell  into  Hudson's  bay,  has 
been  lioui  year  to  year  iiupedf  d  in  its  course  by  the 
acciiinnlalion  ol  dnlt  wood,  stumps,  &c.  similar  to 
tliat  ol  the  great  rail  ol  Jlie  Red  ru  ei-,  till  fnu.lly  it  has 
become  completely  dainmed,  and  has  cut  out  lor  il- 
sell a  mnv  cnaunel  into  some  one  of  the  great  Iribu- 
taiies  to  Lake  Superior.  The  account  comes,  we  be- 
lieve, t!iiough  the  fur  traders,  who  have  tiaversed 
those  remote  legion.s.  If  this  single  fact  is  satislac- 
toiiiy  eslablislieii,  the  explanation  b.conies  a  truth. 
U  icceiv.s  coidirmalioii  Irom  the  assertion  that  the 
wateis  ol  Lake  Wicliigaii  have  not  risen  to  the  same 
lieighi  as  the  waleis  ol  the  other  lakes.  This  lake 
1^  linked  with  Lake  Hrion  by  a  channel  ilisliuci 
Irom  that  by  which  Lake  Superior  is  connected. 
Tlieie  would  ihereloie  natuiaih  be  only  lliat  rise  in 
INlicliigaii  which  would  be  caused  by  the  selling 
bacK  ol  llie  wains,  if  this  great  accession,  this 
ihie.iteiiing  deluge  owes  its  oriiiiu  to  the  leeders  of 
Lake  t5U|icrior.  We  are  not  well  inlorined  as  to  the 
compaialive  level  ol  Lake  Michigan,  Ilioiigh  we 
have  iiiideisloud  repealedly  that  it  hail  not  iiseii  in 
so  tXtr,.oidinaiy  a  manner  as  the  oiher  lakes.  Can 
It  uol  be  possible  that  the  Uuctiialions  lor  the  last 
twenty  years  may  have  arisen  liom  the  alteriuite 
rising  and  tailing  of  the  great   northern   flood   allii   - 


tiaordinuiy  atltiaitd  ul  the  coionaiioii  ol  her  inuji  s- 
ly.  and  wiio  were  sealed  at  the  lable  beiieaili.  We 
need  not  describe  the  splendid  aspict  ol  the  hall,  the 
number  or  niiik  ol  the  lllu^lrlOllS  visiter-.,  or  the  gor- 
geous munilictiice  of  the  dinner.  The  latti  r  wa?  in- 
deed sened  in  the  most  piolnsed  end  hnn.pluous 
stjie;  lo  reverse  a  well-known,  ill-naliiii  d  ciiiicisin, 
the  turtle  and  veiii.-on  weie  hot,  the  w  ii.es  were  de- 
liciously  coided.  .\i  about  hall  pasi  eight  o'clock, 
giaee  was  said,  and  then  the  crii  r,  accoiiling  to  good 
old  cnslom,  ani.ounced  that  the  loid  mayor  diank  "A 
Inaity  welcome  in  a  loving  cup"  to  all  his  royal  and 
distinguislud  gm  sts.who  were  ciiun.i  raled  in  classes, 
according  totlieir  sljleand  decrees.  Thlsaniiounce- 
meiit  was  received  with  loud  cheering,  and  llie  cup 
weld  loiind  the  table  ami  wasl,i(.hly  ulL-hnl  is  well 
as  the  good  old  ehi\ alums  tormalilles  wiih  which  its 
lOiiti  Ills  aie  riceived.  On  the  toast  ol  the  queen's 
lieallh,exliaoidiiiary  enthusiasm  was  inanilesud,  and 
(ill  coupling  the  dnke  ol  Su.ssix's  healili  w  ith  iha;  of 
the  resi  ot  the  ro_\  al  lainily,  lliat  illusliKMis  duke  ob- 
served, in  a  shoil  and  i  leganl  speech,  that  there  were 
so  many  <listing(itslied  statesuieii  troni  all  pints  of 
Euroiie  about  him  to-day,  that  il  was  very  possible 
till  y  might  not  all  agree  with  hiin  or  amongst  llii  in- 
sidves  upon  seme  mailers  ol  opinion;  but  in  one  com- 
mon object  tiny  were  all  Milted,  naiijil)  in  pa)  ing 
respect  and  homage  to  the  distinguisln  d  lady  who 
held  the  sovereign  sway  of  these  realms. —  (Cheers. ) 
He  congralulated  the  counliy  llial  the  distirgni^hed 
fori  igneis  who  giaced  the  present  happy  crcasion 
with  Iheir  presence  had  had,  during  lliiir  short  so- 
journ 111  this  eoiinliy,  ample  means  ol  seeing  thai  the 
people  of  this  conmry  had  loyally  in  Iheir  heails  and 
Ireeilom  in  Iheir  breasts.  (Loud  clieeis  )  They 
would  See  that  in  England  every  man  showed  re- 
si)ect  and  honor  with  willingness  where  il  w.is  due. 
"They  were  all  subjects— he  was  alellow  snbjict  with 
lliein  all — and  ready,  at  all  times,  lo  give  alkgianci!  to 
his  sovi  reign  cheeilully,  because  lie  knew  thai  in  so 
doing  he  and  all  of  lliem  secured  their  iiulep'iidence 
and  honour. 

The  lord  mayor  then  gave,  "The  sovereigns  and 
states  whose  rtpresentativts  have  honored  the  city 
with  their  prisence  this  day."  (Three  liims  three 
and  cheers, )prince  Eslerhazy  reluini  d  thanks.  The 
The  lord  mayor  then  gave,  "The  healili  of  the  for- 
eign princes  who  have  honored  the  cily  vvilli  their 
presence  this  day."  (Three  limes  Ihrei'.)  The 
dnke  lie  Nemours  returned  thanks,  and  was  received 
with  loud  cheeliiig 

The  toast  of  "herin.'ijesly's  ministers"  was  receiv- 
ed Willi  marked  cheering  Irom  all  parts  ol  the  hall, 
on  which  viscount  Melfoiirne  rose  and  thaiikeil  the 
coinpanv  cordially,  confidenlly  linstii.g.  as  he  said, 
thai  the  good  lei  hi. g  w  Inch  now  existed  betw  ei  n  this 
countij'  and  all  the  gn  at  stales  npiesenled  by  the 
disiingnished  men  then  piesent,  was  a  guaiaiilce  that 
unaiiimity,  peace  and  concoid,  would  long,  very 
long,  reign  amongst  ns — ay,  to  a  period  very  iar  re- 
mote Irom  the  present  day;  a  happy  state  ol'  things, 
which  could  not  but  strengthen  the  )uospeiily  ami 
piomole  the  wellaie  ol  the  whole  en  ilized  woild. 
(Loud  cl.ecn   ' 


ed  to  in  diy  seasons  finding  vent  through  its  accus  .,.|,p  „.xttoast  proposed  was "Fiehl  mar.^l.allheduke 
loinedchaiiiul,  but  occasionally  becoming  dammed  „,  \v,||i„gion,  and  marshal  Soult,  dnke  ol  Dalmalia." 
and  disc.iargiiig  porlioiis  ol  iis  accietioiis  iliis   way,    „emenduoiis  clieeis:  in  the  midst  of  which,  a  gnat 


Incipase  in   1S3S  1,010.140       " 

The  foregoing  statements  show  an  increase  com- 
paring this  yea'r  u  iti'  last,  of  13  per  cent,  in  the 
quantity  ol  nvichandice  transported  on  the  canals; 
an  increase  ol  neariv  30  per  cent,  in 'he  amount  of 
tolls,  and  an  increase  of  87  per  cent,  in  the  aggre 
gate  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  brought  to  tide 
water. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  shipped  at  Buf- 
falo Irom  the  opening  of  canal  navijation  to  the 
31st  July,  lor  the  years  13:56,  1837  and  18.38,  was 
as  lollows: 

bbls,  flour,  bush,  wheat,  equal  to  bbls.  flour. 
In  1836     73,1,79         20  .592  77.197 

In  1337     41. 7119       264, -i92  93,637 

In  1338   153,940       463,138  246.577 

The  increase  of  wheat  and  flour  cleared  at  Buf- 
falo, comparing  ibis  year  with  last,  is  equal  lo  163 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  1338. 

The  tolls  received  at  Buflaln  from  the  opening  of 
canal  navii;ation  to  the  31st  July,  for  3  years,  were 
as  follows: 

In    13.36  $68,423  47 

In   1337  57.236  43 

In    13.38  106.142  3.3 

Increase  this  year  over  1836,  $-37,714;  and  over 
1837,  $43.9116,  or  nearly  85  1  2  per  cent. 

The  condition  of  things  in  Canada  has  essentially 
increased  tlie  quantity  of  wheat  cleared  at  Bntfalo, 
a  portion  of  which  ordinarily  would  pass  through 
the  Welland  cinal  to  Oswego.  The  wheat  which 
is  floured  at  Black  Hock,  in  most  cases,  is  first 
cleared  at  Butfalo  .ind  pays  toll  as  wheat  to  Black 
Rock,  and  after  being   floured  is  cleared  at  Bulialo 


till  linally  It  has  buist  all  baiiiirs,  and  turned  lis  I 
coiiise  lutherwaid,  and  caused  a  more  sudden,  more 
periiianeiil  iiiiindalion  than  belore? 

We  call  the  atlentioii  ol  publishers  and  scientific 
men  on  Lake  Miclugin  lo  an  accurate  compaiison 
of  the  rise  of  wateis  of  Lake  Michigan  with  that  ol 
oilier  lakes,  and  all  those  ol  the  northwest  inlerest.-d 
in  the  iuvesligatioii  ol  so  curious  and  unaccountable 
a  phenomenon,  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 
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Entertainment  at  Gmltlhall.  The  graiul  city  bin- 
quel  to  the  auihassadors  and  foreign  princes  now  in 
London  look  place  on  Frida},aiid  it  was  beyoiul 
every  othir  consideralion  which  the  exraoidmai) 
and  iiiagnificeiit  scene  awakemd,  a  truly  (unobling 
and  toiichiii";  tiling  to  behold  tiie  veleian  heioes — 
Soiilt  and  Welliiigl  Jii — the  op|  onent  chiels  of  a  long 
warfare,  V)ing  wiili  one  another  in  reriprocating  the 
warmest  testiiiKHiy  not  to  their  indiviilnal  meiitsas 
generals  (for  that  were  a  theme  whieh  either  of  them 
wiiuld  almost  di..-dain,)  but  to  the  bravery,  the  moial 
valor,  and  the  highmindednes-  whieh  characterise  the 
two  great  nations  v\h<'se  lioops  they  so  many  years 
commanded;  and  re-echoing  the  assurance  of  lh>- 
eordial  sentiments  of  liieiidsTiip  and  respect  which 
now  exist  between  these  two  great  nations.  T.  i 
pnpar.ition  for  the  an£iist  occasion  were  on  the  s,.me 
scale  of  splendour  as  that  which  was  exhibited  oi. 
the  occasion  of  Ihe  late  visit  of  her  most  gracious 
maj' sty  lo  the  city.  There  was  even  an  addition  le 
Ihe  splendour,  a?  the  wall  around  the  chiel  lable  was 


poilion  ol  the   company  stood  on   chairs   to  catch  a 

flimpsc  of  the  two  warritr=,  who  had  risen  in  ac- 
nowh  dgiuent  ol  the  compliment. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  said  he  ei.l,  ilained  a  l,ii;h 
sense  ol  the  honor  of  being  associated  wilh  so  ilh.s- 
trions  an  individual  asliiiiiwl.o>e  name  had  been 
given  in  coinpany  with  his  own  on  Ihe  preseni  occa- 
sion. He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  nieiils  and  ser- 
vices of  the  illustrious  stianger  who  was  now  amongst 
them,  had  been  piopeily  appreciated  h\  the  people  of 
this  counliy.  (Cheers.)  And  he  h.id  no  doubt  lliat 
Ihe  illnsliioiis  guest  ol  the  coiporalion  iniisl  tully 
appreciate  Ihe  cordial  feelings  winch  had  been  mani- 
fested (owaids  him,  not  only  on  the  preseni  occasion, 
hill  on  every  other  occasion  when  he  li.iil  pn  s.  nli  d 
himself  to  tiie  public.  He  (the  duke  ol  W.  Ilmgloii) 
wa-  delighl.d  that  the  kinj  of  the  I  lench  had  chosen 
so  (lis  iiignished  an  individnal  lo  ie|  leseiil  him  on 
Ihe  occasion  of  Ihe  roioi.ation  o!  iheir  illustrious 
sovereign.  The  conclusion  of  tlu'  nob  e  duke's  ob- 
servation were  completely  drowned  wilh  cheers. 
The  duke  ol  Dalmalia.  who  sat  about  twelve  seats 
away  from  bis  grace,  seemed  to  pay  great  atlentioii 
to  what  fell  liom  him,  with  the  assistance  appaieiilly 
of  a  ginlleinan  who  siiod  by  him,  and  iiilerprele'd 
what  the  noble  duke  said. 

The  duke  of  Dalmalia  then  procerded,  amidst  re- 
iterate<l  cheers,  to  addie>s  llie  coinpany  in  the  Fieiicli 
language.  He  spoke  wilh  great  leeling.  but  nol  with 
a  powerful  voice.  He  commenced  bv  obseiv  mg  that 
Ihe  expressions  made  use  of  by  therii.keol  Weli.ng- 
ton.  had  ei.it-ri  (I  into  his  vciy  heart.     Never  had  there 


I  with  richly  einblazoueil  shiiMs,  ol  several  i  lived  a  nobler-minded,  a  braver,  era  more  honoiahle 
i  foreign  kingdoms  and  states,  whose  auibassadors  ex- 1  man  than  that  illustrious   general.     The  French  na 
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tioii  had  learned  to  appreciate  the  worth  of  the  Eiig;- 
lish  army;  its  value  was  kiunvn  and  appreciated  all 
overEuiope.  Now,  however,  they  had  nofiuther 
resort  to  arms.  Between  France  and  Enj!;land  there 
should  now  exist  a  perpetual  alliance. — (The  illus- 
trious duke  laid  an  emphasis  upon  the  words  "n-lli- 
ance  perpeluelle,"  which  brought  down  a  tliunder  of 
applause.)  After  some  few  further  observations,  the 
noble  duke,  alluding,  as  we  imagined,  to  the  hospi- 
tality with  which  lie  was  at  that  moment  treated  in 
company  with  the  duke  of  Wellington,  said  that  he 
hoped  Jet,  one  of  these  days,  to  take  his  revenge 
(revanche )  of  the  noble  duke  in  France.  The  illus- 
trious and  gallant  diike  sat  down,  alter  drinking, 
'•The  health  of  the  British  army,  and  more  particu- 
lar of  its  great  general,  the  duke  of  Wellington." 
(Thunders  of  applause.) 

The  duke  of  Wellington  returned  thanks  for  this, 
also,  with  much  feeling;  some  necessary  toasts  lol- 
lowed,  and  the  illustrious  company  separated  before 
12  o'clock. 

The  numbers  present  at  this  entertainment  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  following  bill  of  fare: 

120  tureens  of  turtle,  of  iive  pints  each;  17  ilishes 
of  lish,  consisting  ol  salmon,  turbot,  whitings,  tench, 
and  eels;  40  haunchesof  venison;  SO  dishes  of  fowls, 
capons,  and  pullets;  40  cherry,  goosberry,  and  cur- 
rent tarts;  30  strawberry  tarls,  40  dishes  ol  potatoes, 
60  dishes  of  French  beans,  30  French  pies,  30  pigeon 
pies,  30  hams,  30  tongues,  2  barons  of  beef,  37  Chan- 
tilly  baskets,  30  dishes  of  peas:  10  sirloins,  ribs,  and 
rumps  of  heel;  45  dishes  of  shellfish;  30  ribs,  chines, 
and  le^s  of  lamb;  40  dishes  of  ducklings,  20  turkey 
poults,  80  jellies,  20  creams,  40  salads  and  cucumber, 
20  dishes  of  caiilirtowers. 

Desert — 75  pine  apples  of  2  lbs.  each,  100  dishes  of 
hothouse  gra]ies,  20  melons,  30  dishes  of  cherries, 
100  dishes  of  strawberries,  40  dishes  of  cnriaiils  and 
gooseberries,  120  creams  and  water  ices,  various;  40 
dishes  of  dried  fruit,  35  ornamented  Savoy  cakes,  30 
dishes  of  preserves,  biscuits  and  olives. 

Wines  of  eveiy  kind  ad  infiniium. 

John  Van  Biiren,  the  son  of  the  president,  xa  feted 
in  common  with  the  duke  de  Nemours,  prince  Ester- 
hazy,  prince  Schwartzenberg,  the  dukes  of  Dalmatia, 
Wellington,  and  others.  At  the  grand  entertainment 
to  the  ambassadors  at  Guildhall,  by  the  corporation 
of  London,  John  is  set  down  among  the  very  chosen 
few  on  the  right  hand  of  the  lord  mayor. 

Marshal  Soult  has  been  feted  in  great  style. 

He  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Paris,  that  as  the  represen- 
tative of  France,  he  had  "met  with  a  reception  equal- 
ly sincere  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people.  The  homage  which  has  been  paid  to  me  has 
tilled  me  with  the  deepest  emotion.  I  have  met  with 
a  number  of  general  ofiif  ers  to  whom  I  was  once  op- 
posed in  the  field,  and  by  them  and  every  body  else 
in  England  I  have  been  greeted  with  a  welcome,  the 
honor  of  which  I  must  attribute  to  my  king  ami  my 
country." 

With  regard  to  the  reception  the  marshal  has  met 
with  in  England,  one  portion  of  the  press  of  Paris  is 
in  extacies,  wdule  the  othei  portion  attempts  to  ac- 
count for  it  in  a  variety  of  ways,  as  amusing  as  they 
are  inconsistent. 

The  Poles.  A  fete  called  "the  Polish  fete,"  was 
given  near  London  on  the  13th  ult.,  at  which  it  is 
said  there  were  not  less  than  10,000  persons  present. 
It  was  got  up  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  dis- 
tressed Poles  in  and  about  London,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  it  would  result  favorably. 

The  Polish  fete.  The  expectations  of  those  by 
whom  this  fete  was  got  up  have  not  been  disappoint- 
ed. The  gardens  at  Beulah  Spa — large  as  they  are 
— were  yesterday  literally  crowded  with  company, 
there  not  being  less  than  10,000  persons  present. 
The  arrangements  for  the  musical  performances  were 
of  the  first  order.  Orchestras  were  erected  on  each 
side  of  the  lawn,  in  one  of  which  Strauss'  band  per- 
formed, vvhile  in  the  other  was  placed  all  the  vocal 
and  instrumental  strength  of  the  Italian  opera. 

Marshal  Soult  was  among  those  present.  His  ex- 
cellency was  dressed  in  a  plain  suit  of  black  clothes, 
and  for  a  long  time  passed  unnoticed,  because  un- 
known, by  the  company;  no  sooner,  however,  was 
he  recognized,  than  all  persons  were  eager  to  gain  a 
sight  of  him,  and  to  express  their  satisfaction  at  his 
presence.  Tlie  marshal  was  accoinpar.ied  by  a  lui- 
iiierous  suite  of  attendants,  and  for  some  time  pro- 
menaded the  grounds,  arm  in  arm,  with  the  diilchess 
of  Somerset.  He  retired  shortly  after  four  o'clock,  to 
he  present  at  the  civic  banquet,  and  on  leaving  the 
j,'aidens  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  assembled  thou- 
aands  both  within  and  without  the  gates. 

Since  these  gardens  have  been  cleared  and  plant- 
ed, there  has  never  been  so  gay,  so  fashionable,  and 
so  numerous  an  attendance  of  visiters  as  on  yester- 
<iay,  and  it  is  ardently  to  be  hoped  that  the  result  of 
ttlie  fete  will  prove  beneficial  to  those  for  wdiose  im- 
mediate relief  it  has  been  got  up.  It  has  sliown  that 
;i  mner  Tnneil  in  a  rishteous  cause   is  never   mid" 


in  vain  to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen,  and,  we  trust. 
It  will  prove  but  the  precursor  to  ellorts  still  more 
strenuous  in  their  favor,  and  that  a  momentum  so 
favorably  given  to  benevolence  and  patriotism  will 
not  be  sufii-^ied  to  subside. 

Dreadful  thunder  storm — twenty-six  lives  lost.  On 
Thursday  alternoon  the  small  village  of  Silkstone, 
near  Barnsley,  in  Yorkshire,  and  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  were  visited  by  a  thunder  storm  ot 
the  most  terrible  character,  and  which  was  attended 
by  a  truly  appalling  loss  ol  lite  and  profierty.  It 
commenced  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  and 
continued  for  about  two  hours,  its  direction  appar 
ently  being  from  north-west  to  south-east.  The 
lightning  was  exceedingly  vivid,  and  the  peals  of 
thunder  loud;  the  rain  and  hail  descended  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  consequence  was  that  the  surround- 
ing country  was  completely  inundated.  The  banks 
of  the  small  river  which  passes  through  the  town 
presently  overtlowed,  and  the  resistless  torrent  in 
its  course  tore  up  laige  trees  by  the  roots,  broke  the 
branches  of  others,  washed  away  walls,  and  blew 
up  several  roads  and  bridges. 

Adjoining  the  colliery  of  Mr.  Clarke  is  a  small 
stream,  which  during  eight  months  of  the  year  is 
completely  dried  up.  On  the  banks  of  the  river 
being overtlowed, the  water  commenced  running  in 
at  the  day  hole,  of  what  is  termed  the  Husker-pit, 
and  twenty-six  hoys  and  girls  employed  in  that  and 
the  neighboring  pits,  from  eight  and  nine  to  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  were  unfortunately  drowned  as 
they  were  ascending  the  day  hole.  Inquests  were 
held  on  the  bodies  on  the  following  day,  when  ver- 
dicts of  accidental  dealh  were  found  in  all  the  cases. 
This  storm  appears  to  have  been  very  general 
throughout  the  north  ol  England,  and  to  have  done 
considerable  injury.  Accounts  from  the  more  west- 
ern districts  slate  that  its  elfects  were  also  felt  there, 
although  in  a  less  degree. 

Lamentable  accident.  On  the  11th  a  company  of 
licensed  players,  ai  the  Hay,  were  about  to  com- 
mence performing  to  a  very  lull  house,  when  a  gun 
loaded  with  powder  was  accidentallv  struck  down, 
the  charge  exploded,  and  the  wadding  entered  the 
foot  of  Mr.  AVestley,  the  manager.  The  wound 
was  very  severe,  and  Mr.  Westley  was  conveyed  to 
his  lodgings.  He  was  attended  by  two  surgeons, 
and  appeared  to  be  going  on  well  till  Friday,  when 
a  change  for  the  worse  appeared,  notwithstanding 
the  unceasing  attentions  of  the  medical  gentlemen, 
he  died  on  the  (bllowing  Sunday. 

We  notice  with  regret  the  death  of  captain  Mor- 
ris, the  well  known  song-writer,  which  took  place 
on  Wednesday  morning,  at  Bronkhamlodge,  near 
Dorking,  in  .Surrey.  He  was  in  his  ninety-third 
year,  and  had  for  fouryearspasi  lived  in  retirement; 
his  illness,  which  was  only  of  four  days  duration, 
was  internal  inflammation. 

The  Siecle  notices  the  following  story,  as  circu- 
lating in  the  various  drawing  rooms  at  Paris:  One 
of  the  principal  conditions  imposed  by  marshal 
Soult,  on  accepting  the  embassy  to  London,  was, 
that  he  should  demand  the  remains  of  Napoleon. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  has  hastened  to  back  the 
application  of  his  old  opponent,  and  it  is  affirmed 
that  the  governor  of  St.  Helena  has  been  ordered  to 
let  the  co/fin  of  Napoleon  be  removed,  and  all  due 
honours  be  paid  to  his  glorious  memory.  The 
prince  de  Joinville  is,  fur  the  first  time,  to'assiime 
the  command  of  a  frigate,  and  to  repair  to  St.  He- 
lena,  in  order  to  convey  back  to  France  the  remains 
of  the  emperor.  The  young  prince  is  to  be  accom- 
panied in  his  pions  voyage,  by  a  soldier  from  every 
regiment  in  the  French  army.  Napoleon's  remains 
are  to  be  deposited  under  the  Place  Vendonie  Co- 
lumn, when  a  religious  ceremony  is  to  take  place, 
and  to  afford  Louis  Phillippe  an  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving, in  a  worthy  manner,  those  who  received  his 
son  in  Germany,  it  is  said  that  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington will  be  invited  to  the  ceremony,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  king  of  Prussia's  sons. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  arrived  at  Warsaw,  on  hi.s 
return  to  Russia,  at  midnight  of  June  29,  and  found 
the  city  splendidly  iJluminated.  The  director  of 
public  instruclion"in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  has  is- 
sued an  ordinance  containing  the  following,  among 
other  provisions.  That  in  the  primary  schools  of 
all  the  parishes,  there  shall  be  a  professor  of  the 
Russian  language — that  the  children  of  the  parishes 
of  every  rank  shall  frequent  the  primary  schools, 
and  shall  learn  the  Russian  language — that  every 
child  who  shall  refuse  to  learn  the  language,  shall 
be  chastised,  and  his  relatives  shall  be  fined  for  the 
first  odence  50  roubles,  for  the  second  100,  for  the 
third  300;  and  for  the  fourth  they  shall  be  adjudged 
and  punished  as  having  disobeyed  the  orders  of  the 
authority.  No  person  shall  hold  any  civil  or  inili- 
tary  employment  wdio  does  not  speak  the  Russian 
language. 

According  to  a  report  of  the  minister  of  public 
instruction  in  Fran.-e.  of  the  number  or33,2S0  com- 


munes  in  the  year  1S37,  29,613  were  provided  witti 
schools,  being  3,774  more  schools  than  in  1834,  and 
8,563  more  than  in  1829.  Of  the  communal  schools, 
26,370  are  devoted  to  Catholics,  563  to  Protestants, 
28  to  Israelites,  and  2,352  receive  children  of  ditl'er- 
ent  forms  of  worship. 

The  number  of  pupils,  male  and  female,  admitted 
into  pi  imary  schools  under  the  care  of  male  instruct- 
ers,  in  1329,  was  969,340;  in  1S32,  it  was  1,200,715; 
and  in  1837,  1,949,830.  That  is  the  number  of 
pupils  to  whom  the  benefits  of  instruction  in  these 
schools  were  atibrded,  was  doubled  in  the  space  of 
eight  years.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  number  who 
receive  instruction  Irom  female  teachers. 

Mr.  Agnado,  who  had  built  a  fine  bridge  over  the 
Seine,  at  Ris  Orangis,  near  Paris,  at  an  expense  of 
700,000  francs,  on  which  he  was  authorized  to  re- 
ceive atoll  until  the  year  1921,  has  generously  made 
the  passage  gratuitous,  and  surrendered  the  bridge 
to  the  administration  of  bridges  and  highways.  On 
the  report  of  the  minister  of  public  works, a  royal  oidi- 
nance  has  been  published,  recognizing  the  name  of 
Agnado  bridge,  which  had  been  spontaneously 
awarded  to  it  by  the  inhabitants  who  are  benefitted 
by  it. 

At  the  coronation  of  Edward  I,  the  price  of  a  seat 
was  half  a  farthing;  the  price  eradiially  rose,  till  at 
the  coronation  of  Elizabeth,  it  was  sixpence;  of 
James  I,  a  shilling;  Charles  1.  the  same;  of  Charles 
II,  James  II,  and  William  and  Anne,  half  a  crown; 
of  George  I,  five  shillings;  of  George  II,  half  a 
guinea;  of  George  III,  ten  guineas;  ol  George  IV, 
twenty  guineas. 


THE  COLONIES  OF  BRITAIN. 

From  TaiVs  Edinburgh  Magazine  for  July. 
The   colonies.     The  recent  revolt  in  Canada 
has  had  the   good  efl'ect  of  directing  public  atten- 
tion to  our  colonial  system,  and  to  the  enormous 
expense  it  entails  upon  the  people  of  Britain.    Here, 
for  example,  is  a  table  which  professes  to  show  the 
expenditures  for  the  military  alone: 
Abstract  of  the  commissaries^  accounts  of  the  payments 
from   the  several   military   chests  in  the  following 
colonies,  from  Jpril  1,  1S36,  to  March  31,  1837. 
P.  P.  No.  361,  1828.  Total  (layments. 

Canada  -  -  -  X  219,718 

Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  139,664 

Newfoundland  -  -  17,317 

Bermuda  -  -  -  48,734 

Bahamas  -  -  -  32,;?30 

West  Indies     -  -  -  286,972 

Jamaica  -  -  -  423,231 

Honduras         -  -  -  16,910 

Gibraltar  -  .  -  116,958 

Malta  -  -  -  167,671 

Ionian  Islands  -  -  132,104 

Cape  of  Good  Hope    -  -  313,410 

Mauritius         -  -  -  97,410 

Sieira  Leone  -  -  46,209 

Gambia  -  •  -  10,171 

Ceylon  •  -  -  94,184 

New  South  Wales       -  -  328,318 

Van  Dieman's  Land    -  -  167,607 

Western  Austialia       -  -  17,112 

St.  Helena       -  -  -  51,893 


Estimated  amount  of  payments  at 
Western  Australia,  quarter  end- 
ing March  31,  1837     - 


£2,727,923 


5,705 


Total  payments  £2,7,33,627 

But  it  is  easy  to  show  that  the  expenditure  in 
much  greater  than  shos,  n  in  this  return;  for  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  distribution  of  our  arn;y  on  the  1st 
of  January  last: 

Great  Britain  -  -  -      22.S7S 

Ireland  ....      19,760 

India  ....       18,894 

O'.her  colonies  .  .  -      34,450 

95,988 
Deducting  the  army  in  India,  which  is  paid  by 
the  East  India  Company,  nearly  one-half  of  our 
army  is  stationed  in  our  colonies.  If  we  consider 
the  great  expense  their  convejance  to  and  fro 
and  the  great  moitality,  we  may  be  sure  that 
the  52,000  men  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  main- 
tained at  less  expense  than  the  34,1!00  in  the  colo- 
nies. Now,  the  total  cost  of  the  army,  including 
the  ordnance,  is  eight  millions;  so  that,  instead  of 
less  than  three,  the  military  protection  of  the  colo- 
nies must  cost  lour  millions.  During  the  war,  our 
navy  cost  annually  about  twenty  millions,  the  great- 
er proportion  of  the  ships  being  employed  in  de- 
fending the  colonies,  and,  since  the  peace  in  1815, 
the  expenditure  has  varied  from  nine  to  about  four 
anil  a  half  millions.  We  may  therefore  add  two 
millions  more   for  this   head,   and  -it   least  another 
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million  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  establish-  I  slavery  was  abolished  m  the  colonial  possessions  of 
inent:  so //iu(  (/if  Tipow'fo^  Mi's  coKii/n/nrc'iH'ii'uJ/y   Great  Britain.  ,        ■,,    ,, 

inzcd  seven  millimis  for'lhe  su/.purl  of  our  colonies.  It  wonl.l  tne  nie  ),hasure  to  comply  "ilh  the 
Were  war  to  break  out.  (and  colonics  have  ahvays  !  invitation;  hut  my  health  is  not  very  firin;  my  voice 
been  the  most  fertile  source  of  wars,)  that  exprndi 


tnre  would  unquestionably  be  doubled.  Tli 
aite  produce  of  the  revenue  of  late  y.ars,  aftei  de- 
ducing the  interest  ol  the  debt,  has  been  about  fif- 
teen millions,  one-half  of  which  i.s  eipeniled  on  our 
coloniei.  This  is  surely  a  state  of  matters  which 
cannot  long  be  submitted  to. 


has  been  allectcd  by  the  intense  In  at  of  the  season 
and  a  multiplicity'  of  applications  from  societies, 
political  ami  literary,  to  attend  and  address  their 
meelinijs,  have  imposed  upon  me  the  necessity  of 
plcadiris;  the  piivilege  of  my  years,  and  declining 
them  all. 

I  rejoice  that  the  defence  of  the  cause  of  human 
freedom  is  falling  into  younger  and  more  vigorous 
hands.  That  in  three-score  year.'  from  the  day  ol 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  its  sell-evident 
truths  should  be  yet  struggling  for  existence  against 
the  degeneracy  of  an  age  pampered  with  prosperity 
and  langui.-ihing  into  servitinle,  is  a  melancholy 
truth,  Irom  which  I  should  in  vain  attempt  to  shut 
my  eyes.  But  the  summons  has  gone  lorth.  The 
■      ■    ■  ■    the  rights  of  human  nature 


EMANCIPATION    IN  THE  WEST   INDIES. 

The  following  is  the  proclamation,  issued  by  sir 
Lionel  Smith,  to  which  we  alluded  in  the  last  ••Re- 
gister." 
Jamaica,  ss: 

A    PROCtA.M'VTION. 

By  his  excellency  sir  Lionel  Smith,  knight  com- 
mander of  the  most  honorable  military  order  of  j  youthful  chamjiions 
the  bath,  knight  grand  cross  in  the  royal  Hanova-  have  buckled  and  are  buckling  on  their  armor,  and 
riaii  order,  alieiiteiiaht  general  of  her  majesty's  I  the  scouring  overseer  and  the  lynching  lawyer,  and 
land  forces,  and  colonel  of  the  fortieth  regiment  j  the  s,  rvile  sophist,  and  the  faithless  scribe,  and  the 
III  loot,  captain  general,  governor-in  chief  and  !  priestly  parasite,  will  vanish  before  them  like  satin 
commander  of  the  lorccs  in  and  over  her  majes-  |  toucheil  with  the  spear  of  Ilhuriel.  I  live  in  the 
ty's  island  of  Ja  iiaica.  and  the  other  territories  laith  and  hope  of  the  progressive  advancement  of 
thereon  depending  in  America,  vice  chancellor  t  Christian  liberty,  and  expect  to  abide  by  the  same 
and  admiral  of  the  same  pro-dial  apprentices.  \  in  death.     Yon  have  a  glorious  and  arduous  career 

In  a  few  days  more  you  will  all  become  free  la-  I  before  you,  and  it  is  among  the  consolations  of  my 

iorcrs— the  legislature  of  the  island  having  relin-    last  days,  that  I  am  able  to  cheer  you  in  the'piirsuit, 

quished  the  remaining  two  years  of  your  appren-  land  exhort  you  to  be  steadfast  and  immovable  in  it. 

liceship.  "  '  So  shall  you  not  fail,  whatever  may  betide,  to  reap 

The  first  of  August  next  is  the  happy  day  when  '  a  rich  reward  in  the  blessings  of  him  that   is  ready 

you  will   become    free — under  the   same    laws  as  ,  to  perish,  upon  your  soul 

other  freemen  whether  white,  black  or  colored 


the  defendants  were  ready  to  meet  the  case,  but 
would  insist  on  its  being  done  in  a  legal  manner;  if 
Ihe  proceidings  were  irregular,  they  ought  not  to 
wai\e  any  iuhantagc  it  might  alleid  lliem;  that 
there  was  great  justice  in  tlie  science  of  special 
pleading,  and  if  they  could,  they  would  in  this  case 
invoke  Its  aid. 

The  case  was  continued  until  a  late  hour  in  Ihe 
day,  when  the  court  refused  the  motion  on  all  the 
groiinils  taken  by  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Kane  then  slated,  that  ihe  lule  to  plead  would 
expire  on  the  nexl  day,  (the  3Ist  inst.)  and  succes- 
sively asked  the  coiiit  to  enlarge  the  rule,  till  Ihe 
seconil  Monday  in  December  and  Ihe  firsl  Monday  in 
,'ieptemtier  next,  both  ol  which  motions  were  also  re- 
fusal in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made. 

We  are  infoiined  lliat  the  ilefendanis  luue  since 
filed  their  plea,  and  that  the  cause  will  be  set  down 
fur  trial  at  the  in  xt  November  nisi  prius  for  the  city 
and  rounly  of  I'liiladelphia. 

[Thus  it  appears  that  one  material  point  in  tbe 
ca.se  is  iiecided,  viz: — that  the  case  comes  within  the 
pmview  of  the  civil  law,  and  it  is  oidercd  for  a  hear- 
ing in  December  next.] 


I,  your  governor,  give  you  joy  on  this  great  bless- 
liig. 

Remember  that  in  freedom  you  will  have  to  de- 
pend on  your  own  exertions  for  your  livelihood, 
and  to  maintain  and  to  bring  up  your  families. 
You  will  work  lor  such  wages  as  you  can  agree 
upon  with  your  employers. 

It  is  their  interest  to  treat  you  fairly. 

It  IS  your  interest  to  be  civil,  respectful  and  in- 
(iustrious 


GENERAL  HARRISON. 

General  Harrison  recently  made  a  tour  through 
a  part  of  the  stales  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  was 
everywhere  greeted  with  extraordinary  marks  of 
distinction.  A  dinner  was  given  to  him  at  ftlassi- 
Ion,  where  the  following  toast,  the  seventh  of  the 
regular  series,  was  receiv.d  with  great  enthusiasm: 

M'llliam  Henry  //uirison,  — Inheriting  from  hia 
birth   the  virtues   and  principles  of  revolutionary 


I  am,  dear  sirj  faithfully  your  friend  and  servant,  j  ^.^^^^^^  ^^.p,,  ^^^  |^^  illusirateilthem  in  a  life  of  un 
J.  y.  AUAM...      j  jo,„,„oi,  ilevotedness  and  hdelity  in  the  public  ser 


LAW  CASE. 


PBKSBVTERH.V    GE.SEBAL    ASSEMBLY 

The  commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania, 
At  the  suggestion  of 

the  hon.  Ja.mes  Todd 

and  others. 


Where  you  can  agree  and  continue  happy  with  j  J'^ 

your  old  masters,  I  strongly  recommend  you  to  re-        Gpeen     D     D 
main  on  those  properties  on  which  vou  have  been  ,,'      '  ' 


In  the  supreme  court  of 

Pennsylvania, 

E.  D. 

March  term,  18S8. 

No.  60. 


born,  and  w  here  your  parents  are  buried 

But  you  must  not  mistake,  in  supposing  that 
your  present  houses,  gardens  or  provision  grounds, 
are  your  own  property 


others.  J 

Writ  of  quo  warranto,  issued  the  2d  of  June,  1838, 
returnable  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1838. 
The  above  case  involves  the  legality  of  the  jiro- 
They  belong  to  the  proprietors  of  the  estates,  !  ceeriings  of  the  general  assembly  ol  Ihe  Presbyterian 
and  you  will  have  to  pay  rent  for  them  in  money  or  ]  church  in  Ihe  Ui-iled  Siaies,  held  in  this  city  in  the 
labor,  accordio'' as   you  and  vour  employers  may  i  month  of  May  last.     Rules  had  been  entered  by  the 

'tojether.'        '  '  !  relators  on  the  defendants  to  plead  preparatory  to  a '  Slates 


Idle  people  who  will   not  take  employment,  but    trial 


His  name  is  enshrined  in  millions  of  hearts, 
and  when  the  waves  of  party  shall  cease  to  beat 
upon  it,  posterity  will  do  ample  justice  to  that 
character  whose  history  will  occupy  one  ol  the 
brightest  pages  in  American  annals. 

Upon  the  reading  of  the  toast,  George  Kirkiim, 
esq.,  vice  president  of  the  day,  tendertd  to  gen. 
Harrison,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Poitage,  "a 
cordial  welcome  to  Ihe  county,  and  the  simple  hos- 
pitalities which  a  brief  period  of  preparation  had 
enabled  them  to  offer." 

••We  honor  you,"  said  Mr.  Kirkum,  "not  only 
for  your  personal  services  in  Ihe  maintenance  of 
our  rights  and  institutions  in  the  civil  ouncil,  and 
in  the  battle  field,  but  also  as  one  of  the  distinguish- 
ed men  on  whom  we  look  as  standard  bearers  of 
our  political  faith  in  the  momentous  conflict  now 
waging  between  ttie  [olitical  parliis  ol  lie  I'nited 
And  although  among  us  thrre  are  \arioii3 


go  wandering  about  the  country,  will  be  taken  up 
as  vagrants,  and  punished  in  tlie  same  manner  as 
they  are  in  England. 

The  ministers  ol  religion  have  been  kind  friends 
to  you— listen  to  them— they  will  keep  you  out  of 
trouble  and  difficulties. 

Rf-collect  what  is  expected  of  you  by  the  people 
of  England,  who  have  paid  such  a  large  price  for 
your  liberty. 

They  not  only  expect  that  you  will  behave  your- 
selves as  the  queen's  good  subjects,  by  oheyine  the 
laws,  as  I  am  happy  to  say  you  always  have  done 
as  apprentices;  but  that  the  prosperity  of  the  is- 
land will  be  increased  by  your  willing  labor,  great-  j 
ly  beyond  what  it  ever  was  in  slaveiy.  Be  honest 
towards  all  men— be  kind  to  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren— spare  your  wives  from  heavy  field  work,  as 
much  as  you  can — make  them  attend  to  their  du- 
ties at  home,  in  bringing  up  your  children,  and  in 
taking  care  of  your  stock — above  all,  make  your 
children  atlend'divine  service  and  school. 

If  you  follow  up  this  advice,  you  will,  under 
God's  blessing,  be  happy  and  prosperous. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  this  9th  day  of  July,  in 
the  first  year  of  her  majesty's  reign  Anno- 
que  Domini,  1838. 

LIONEL  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

■    C.  H.  DARLING,  secretary. 

The  Massachusetts  anti-slavery  society  held  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  1st  inst.  at 


The  supremo  court  held  their  annual  sessii 


Ihe  last   Monday   (SOth)  in  July,  and   Mr.  justic 
Kennedy  presided. 

Kane,  (with  whom  were  Chauncey  and  Bradford) 
moved  Ihe  court  for  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  Ihe 
writ  in  this  case  should  not  be  set  aside  as  having 
been  obtained  improi  idently,  inasmuch  1st,  As  it  is 
made  relnrnable  in  vacation;  2d,  As  the  suggestion 
filed  is  insufficient— and  for  an  order,  that  the  rules 
entered  by  the  relators  be  in  the  meantime  siispe lided. 

Mr.  Kane  pioceedcd  to  examine  the  different  acts 
of  assembly,  and  the  authorities  on  his  first  ground, 
and  argued'  that  Ihe  siiggeslion  did  ncl  stale  that  Ihe 
relators  were  elected  in  the  place  ol  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Meredith,  on  the  part  of  the  relators,  replied 
to  Mr.  Kane,  si  owiiij  that  the  writ  in  this  case  had 


predilections  and  partialities  lor  the  several  indivi- 
on  '  duals  proposed  for  the  presidi  ncy,  by  dilleruit  por- 


tions of  the  whig  parly,  we  all  recognize  in  you  a 
candidate  for  that  cfficc,  for  whom  we  shall  most 
cheerfully  cast  our  voles  in  case  you  shall  be  the 
nominee  of  the  national  convention  ol  whigs.  and 
more  so.  because  we  perceive  in  the  submission  of 
your  claims  to  the  arbitrament  of  that  convention, 
(when  so  many  ardent  and  influential  friends  were 
resolved  to  make  no  terms  with  your  coinpetilors,) 
another  evidence,  that  under  whatever  ciiciimstan- 
ces.  or  in  whatever  station  you  might  be  placed, 
you  would  be  actuated  by  a  desire  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  and  not  by  a  lust  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizemi  nt,  or  an  obstinate  will  that 
would  set  at  defiance  tlie  acts  of  our  representatives 
in    conirress,  and  the   sober   councils  of  the  wise 


Harrisburg,  with  the  approbation  of  Ihe  whole  court 
that  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  had  i.'sued  in  Ihe  same 
form  in  the  case  of  the  fourth  Presbyterian  church, 
that  Ihe  law,  and  practice  under  it,  sanctioned  this 
mode  of  proceeding;  thai  even  if  it  had  been  irregu- 
lar, it  was  waived  by  the  appearance  of  the  defend- 
ants, and  could  not  now  avail  Iheiii. 

On  the  2d  ground,  Mr.  Meredith  replied,  that  the 
suggestion  was  in  the  usual  form;  that  the  title  of 
the  relators  was  only  slated  to  show  llieir  interest  in 
the  subject  mailer,  and  that,  though  the  fact  were 
otherwise,  it  might  be  assumed  lor  the  purposes  ol 
this  argument,  tnat  the  relators  were  not  elected  in 
the  place  of  the  delendants. 

Randall  (on  the  same  side)  commenced  by  stating, 
that  they  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  Ihe  motives  ol 
the  Marlborough  chapel,  in  commemoration  of  the    those  who   made  this  motion,  but  its  practical  effect 
final  emancipaUon  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  West  ;  was  delay— if  successful,  it  would  only  postpone  Ihe 
India  islands.     The  following   honest  and   manly  I  issuing  of  the  writ  until  next  December.     He  had 


been  grantei!  by  chief  justice  Cib.'ion,  while  silling  at  I  men  who  might  be  asocialed  wilh  you  in  the  va- 


letter  from  John   Quincy  Adams,  was  read  to  the 
meeting. 

Quinaj,  2Sth  July,  1838. 
Edmund  Quincy,  esq.,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  kind  invitation 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  of  the 
Massachusetts  anti-slavery  society,  to  attend  their 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  day  upon  which 


ndulged  the  hope  that  both  parlies  would  iinile  in  a 
prompt  and  speedy  terminalion  of  this  unhappy  con- 
troversy— all  such  expectation  he  now  abannoned — 
Mr  Randall  was  then  proceeding  to  cite  aulhorities, 
when  he  was  stopped  by  the  court,  who  directed  the 
other  side  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Bradjord  then  addressed  the  court  on  all  the 
grounds,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  delay  replied,  Ihat 


ious  pepartments  of  the  eoverument. 

'Entertaining  and  honoring  yon,  then,  as  Ihe 
hero  and  statesn.an  of  by-gone  days,  and  as  the 
Cinciiinatiis  who  may,  by  our  sutlraires,  be  again 
called  from  the  plough  to  hold  the  reins  of  slate, 
we  invite  you  to  enter,  without  fear  of  being  re- 
garded as  either  egotistical  or  opinialive,  into  free 
discourse  to  these  veterans  of  the  revolution,  these 
CO  workers  with  you  in  later  wars  and  councils, 
these  admiring  ladies,  and  these  ardent  youth  who 
have  come  up  to  see  and  hear  you  on  the  interest- 
ing events  in  your  own  life,  so  closely  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  the  west;  and  on  the  great  po- 
litical questions  and  public  acts,  which  distract  our 
country  at  the  present  day." 

The  following  extracts  are  from  general  Harri- 
son's reply,  according  to  the  sketch  of  it  contained 
in  Ihe  Ohio  Star. 

"In  relation  to  the  allusion  which  had  been  made 
to  the  situation  in  which  he  stood  belore  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  he  must  be  permitted  to  ?ay, 
that  he  was  not  personally  responsible  for  having 
been  placed  in  that  position,  "rhere  was  not  a  man 
in  the  nation  who  could  with  truth  say,  Ihat  any 
suggestion  which  had  the  least  tendency  towards 
the  expression  of  a  wish  to  become  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency  ever  came  from  his  lips  or  his  pen. 
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Ami  yet  he  ceitaiiily  ha.l  I' 
siu^^'^'io'i  ini^lit  have  bee 
it  I)  supposed  llidt  he  vvjs  i 
at  least  iu  loiif  slates  of  the 
iiiaml'.-statioii3   of  atlacliin.' 


maile   by    laiire   bodip 
have  eiit--re(l  upon  thf 


ieiids  to  v\hoin  such  a 
I  salelv  inaiie.  Could 
riioiautofthe  f.ict  that 
luion  IVoiii  the  decisive 
it    to    him,    fipqueritly 


ot"  their  citiz 
c  amasses  iiiiiler  auspices  by 
Could  it  be  supposed,  too, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  "the  thousand  and  011.2" 
caliiiiiiiies  which  had  been  lor  twenty-live  years  sn 
iiuliistrionsly  circulated  a:;ainst  hi.n  coiiM  be  easi- 
ly reliited?  The  very  tact  that  he  liad  never  bplbre 
viMtrd  this  iulerestiiii;  portion  of  a  slate  of  which 
he  had  lor  so  many  years  been  a  citizen,  that  (ex- 
cepting the  remnani  of  those  gallant  bands  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  second  war  of 
independence,)  he  was  herein  the  iiiidsl  ol  stran- 
gers, alforded  sufficient  evidence  that  he  never 
sought  the  means  of  placing  himself  in  the  situa- 
tion of  competitor  lo  the  distinguished  men  wl;o 
have  from  time  to  tiuie  b  en  brought  forward  as 
caiididatts  for  the  highest  otfice  in  the  gift  of  the 
people!  His  ambition  had  been  limited  to  the 
iiiitiiliil  discharge  of  ihe  duties  of  the  more  humble 
oliices  vvhiih  liie  coufij.-nce  of  his  f.  How  citizens 
or  of  tlieir  guvernment  had  conferred  upon  hiir:. 
Indeed,  at  the  p  riod  of  his  first  noininatioii  by  a 
portion  of  the  people  ot  tliat  niagrianimoiis  siate 
which  upon  every  occasion  has  nianilesled  the  pu- 
rity of  her  palriotisiu  by  the  disinterestedness  of 
her  couise,  he  had  supposed  that  his  polHical  ca- 
reer was  forever  endeil.  It  was  the  voice  of  ihe 
people  whici)  induced  him  lo  change  the  peaceful, 
and  to  liiin  most  delightful  occupation  of  the  hus- 
bandmen lor  the  troubles  and  mortifications  inci- 
dent to  the  situation  in  which  they  placed  hirn.  It 
was  the  sjine  voice  which  had  again  elevated  him 
to  an  equality  in  claims  for  the  most  exalted  office 
not  only  in  this  nation  but  in  the  world,  with  the 
two  most  dislinL'iiished  citizens  of  our  coiinlry. 
And  however  willing  he  might  be  as  an  individual 
to  acknowledge  their  superior  attainmrnls  in  the 
science  of  government,  he  could  not  and  would 
not  bring  himself  to  a  level  below  that  upon  uliich 
so  many  honest,  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizens 
had  placed  him.  The  exalted  opinion,  vvljich  he 
had  of  the  two  statesmen  to  whom  he  had  allurled 
was  well  known.  One  of  thera,  Mr.  Clay,  he  had 
ever  supported  with  the  most  ardent  zeal  whenever 
an  opportunity  oliered.  His  claims  torankamongst 
the  most  able  statesmen  none  conld  deny,  and  he 
took  a  great  pleasure  in  stating,  tiiat  after  having 
enjoyed  (as  he  believed)  his  unlimited  confidence 
for  years,  in  power,  and  out  of  povver,  he  had  never 
formed  an  idea  that  Greece  or  Rome,  ever  pns 
sessed  a  purer  patriot.  His  distin.;iiished  lival  in 
forensic  attainments  was  every  way  his  equal,  an 
he  should    possess  th  -.  . 


tern— where  they  had  purely  a  metallic  currency,  nals,  he  will  tind  thai  he  is  mistaken  botli  as  to  Ihe 
That  country  was  called  a  n-fiublic;  but  lillle  evi- ]  date  and  the  scope  of  the  resolutions  which  I  ol- 
deiice  of  a  free  republic  was  to  be  seen.     No  works    fered. 

of  internal  imiirovement,  no  public  enterpiise^,  no  The  resolution  lo  which  I  have  no  donbt  Mr. 
maiiiilactiiriiig  establisiiinents,  nothing  tliat  indicat-  I  Dui.can  relers,  was  not  oiiered  in  the  beginninn-  of 
ed  among  the  people,  induslry,  prosperity  or  hap-  ,  the  late  session,  but  was  oilertd  on  the  liip  day  of 
pine.ss.  In  tliat  country  were  tlie  rich  living  in  j  October  last,  lour  days  before  tile  close  ol  tlic'ex- 
their  splendid  palaces,  and  the  poor  were  poor  in-  tia  session.  The  call  v\as  no!  lor  "u// Me  correi- 
deed.  So  yon  will  find  it  in  all  tlie  despotisms  of  U)o)i(/f7iCf  of  the  ireusiiry  u-iih  the  biuik.t."  but  lor 
the  old  world— so  you  will  find  it  wherever  the  the  names  of  all  lectiveis,  collectors,  or  deposilora 
cr-'dil  system  is  abolished  uf  unknoivn."  of  the  public  money,  who  were   in  delaiilt  lo  the 

Alte-  gen.  Hariison  had  concluded,  Ihe  following    governmeul;  l!:e  amount  ol  sncii  delaiill,  the  length 
as  received  with  meat  applause:  ol  time  due,  the  secuiity   given,  if  any.  and    how 

,  Henry  Clay  am]  Daniel    much   had   lieen,  or  wouhriikely    be  lost,  lo.i-ether 
'     ith  all  correspondence  upon  Ihe  siihj.  ct,  liom  the 


toast  was  received  wi 
IVitlium  Henry  Ha 
FFfisto-— Tliree  distinguished  citizens  of  Ihe  rt- 
puhhc  whom  the  peopi,.  delight  to  honor.  Tlieir 
n  lines  will  be  Iraiismiited  to  posterity  with  undi- 
minished lustre,  when  the  memory  of  their  revilers 
shall  have  passed  Irom  the  earth. 


MR.  DUNCAN'S  SPEECH. 

LETTER    Fli.iM    THE    HON.    JAMES    GARLA.ND. 

iVoHi  the  Mudisonian  of  the  ith  innt. 

The  •■Washington  Giobe"  ol  the  13th  inst.,  con- 
tains a  spiech  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Duncan,  ol  Ohio, 
partly  delivered  in  Ihe  house  ol  rejireseiitatives, 
and  partly  written  out,  but  not  delivered  during 
the  late  session  ol  coiigiess.  In  that  part  ol  the 
speech  not  delivered,  is  the  lollowing  paragraph: 

"But  another  n.ode  is  adopted  by  ihe  fedeial  party 
having  the  majority  in  either  house,  to  swell  Ihe 
expenses  against  Ihe  wishes  of  the  adminislraticn, 
and  then  charge  Ihe  exlr.n-agance  to  it  For  ex- 
ample, at  the  present  session,  tlie  house  printed 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollais  in  docu- 
ments, many  ol  them  not  worth  the  paper  (now 
made  waste  jiaper,)  on  v\hich  ihev  arc  prinleil.  Of 
this  sort  IS  a  volume  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  pages,  consisting  entirely  of  Ihe  cancelled 
dralls  ol  the  treasury  which  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Bond]  called  for,  and  had  printed.  He  conld  have 
hail  no  motive  in  calling  for  this  but  to  make  a  lal 
job  of  rule  and  figure  work  for  Gales  anil  Seaton. 
It  is  just  as  valuable  a  work  as  so  many  cancelled 
checks  drawn  on  a  hank.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  a  conse>valive, 
called  lor  the  correspondence""of  Ihe  treasury  with 
the  banks.  The  house  was  informed  that  there 
were  not  clerks  in  the  dopartmenl  si'tticient  to  pre- 
pare it  during  the  term  of  the  menibeis.  It  would 
have  made  a  lat  jobol  at  least  $50,(1(1(1,  on  which 
the  gentleman's  liienil,  Mr.  Allen,  would  have  had 
a  per  ceiitage.  and  Gales  and  Seaton  tlieir  profils. 
Another  call  was  made  by  him  lor  all  the  documents 
ill  regard  to  the  defaulters  to  the  treasury;  and  this 
would  have  been  to  copy  and  print  the'  papers  ol 
Ihf  office  of  the  solicitor  ol  the  treasury  out  and 
,.     ,,  .     ,         .         pathyol  every   honest  I  out.     This  would,  besides  the  expense  of  copiin- 

n,  lor  the  unjus^  prejudices  which  are  entertain-    cost  at  least   $50,000   more   for   printin<-      It'  ^^as 


ed  against  him.  Daniel  Webster  was  never  ollie 
wis.-  than  a  patriot,  .i^ll  his  thoughts,  all  hi: 
wishes,  all  his  aspirations  have  been  for  Ihe  hono 
and  glory  of  his    country.     How    unjust,  then,  tn 

attach  to   him  sentim  nts  he   never  entertained 

conduct  which  his  soul  would  have  abhorred!  He 
had  not  time  to  go  into  particulars,  but  he  appealed 
to  the  known  generosity  of  western  bosoms  to  lay 
aside  their  unfounded  prejudic.»s  against  a  man  to 
whose  enlarged  and  disinterested  course  they  have 
been  so  much  indebted. 

He  had  not  given  to  these  men,  the  high  charac- 
ter which  he  had  ascribed  to  Iheiu  for  Ihe  purpose 
of  deriving  advantage  from  the  partiality  of  his 
Allow  citizens,  who  had  placed  him  by  their  side. 
By  no  means.  II  he  should  be  obliged  lo  slate  his 
own  pretensions,  he  coiihl  only  claim  the  merit  of 
being,  '-if  not  an  equal,"  ■•an  older"  statesman,  al 
ways  the  ardent  siipjiorler  ol  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  Ihe  councils  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  field 
their  faithful  .ind  devoled  soldier 

He  went  at  length  into  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy. 

He  spoke  of  the  banks;  of  the  senseless  cry  raid- 
ed against  tliem,  that  their  tendency  was  not  as  had 
been  pretended,  to  make  the  rich,  richer,  and  the 
poor,  poorer.  Their  tendency  might  be  lo  make 
the  rich,  richer,  but  he  denied  their  tendency  was 
to  make  the  poor,  poorer.  They  were  the  means 
ol  opening  facilities  for  the  poor  man  to  become 
rich.  By  increasing  the  capabilities  of  men  of 
wealth  to  embaik  in  enterprises  useful  to  the  conn- 
try— in  schemes  ol  internal  improvement,  in  innnu- 
facturing,  in  building,  &cc.,  the  laboring,  the  indus- 
trious part  of  the  community  are  vastly  beiu-fiileil 
by  thus  having  the  means  of  accumulating  Inrtnnes 
for  themselves,  scattered  abroad  among  them.  He 
had  no  interest  in  any  bank— never  had  but  once 
and  then  lost  all  his  stock.  But  he  was  a  bank 
man,  and  In  favor  of  the  credit  system,  and  he  was 
so,  because  he  was  a  democrat.  He  had  been  in  a 
country  (Colombia)  where  they  had  no  credit  sys- 


onnd  there  were  net  clerks  enough  to"make  thj 
copies,  and  Mr.  Gailand  moved  a  resolution  lo  au 
lliorize  new  apjioinlinents  for  lliis  purpose,  but  it 
tailed.  This  shows  what  the  conservatives  and 
whigs  would  have  rioiie,  by  way  of  bringing  grist  to 
Gales  and  Seatoii's  press,  to  afford  vast  piofiis  lo 
them,  and  increase  the  per  centage  of  Allen.  What 
they  have  done  appears  from  Ihe  gross  sum  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  extra 
and  present  session  of  Ihe  house  printing,  with  an 
arrear  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  yet  lo  be  received 
forit,  with  lorty-three  thousand  dollars  for  bonks 
and  at  least  filt'y-nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  realiz- 
ed, at  the  same  rate,  for  the  approachinn-  session 
showing  an  agsrei^ate  of  TWO  HUi\"d"rED  and 
THIRTY-SEVEN  THOUSAND  DOLL.^RS  for 
one  branch  of  congress  for  one  consressional  term; 
whereas  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  have  receive  I 
during  the  six  years  my  colleague,  [Mr.  I'ond.] 
has  scanned  their  printing,  only  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  for  congress  printing  and  ma- 
terials, and  one  hundred  and  fonrtenn  Ihnusand  from 
all  Ihedepartments,  lor  Ihe  same  time." 

Thi  ■.  paragraph  contains  two  charges  against  nie^ 
the  first,  that  in  Ihe  beginning  of  the  late  session 
of  congress,  I  made  a  call  for  "Ihe  corrcymndence 
of  the  treaxary  u-ilh  the  bank^"— the  second  is  that 
[  made  another  call  lor  "all  Ihe  docvmentsin  reitard 
lo  Ihe  rirfaulters  of  the  treasury"~each  of  whicli 
documents  it  is  said  would  have  cost  Ihe  Govern- 
ment $-50.(100.  The  Globe  of  the  20lh  inst  re- 
peats Ihe  charge  in  the  following  terw^-—"He 
(spealdng  of  Mr.  Bond  and  his  speech)  could  join 
Mr.  Garland  in  calling  for  the  bank  coerespov- 
DENCE  fOR  YEARS  BACK,  which  woiild  have  made 
volumes  as  largo  as  the  old  documents  on  which 
Gnhs  Jc  Seaton  received  $100,000."  If  J  niade 
any  such  calls,  I  do  not  recollect  them;  if  I  did  I 
am  ready  to  admit  that  they  were  not  necessary 
and  that  I  am  justly  censurable;  but  I  am  well  sa-' 
trsfied  that  Mr.  Duncan  has  been  misled  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  upon  an  examination  of  the  jour- 


Isl  day  ol  January,  1834.  lo  that  tiin. ;  a  call  con- 
confined  in  its  scope  entirely  to  existing  delaulteis, 
and  ill  the  correspondence  to  a  period  ol  four  years 
only.  The  lollowing  is  a  true  cojiy  of  Ihe  resolu- 
lion: 

'■Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
communicate  to  this  house,  as  eaily  in  the  next 
session  as  practicable,  the  names  of  all  rtceiiers. 
Collectors,  or  deposilois  of  the  piiolic  money,  who' 
ARE  IN  DEFAULT  lo  tile  go\ ,  ruuient,  the  aiuount 
ol  such  delault,  the  lenglh'of  time  due,  Ihe  securi- 
ty given,  it  any,  or  how  much  has  been,  or  will 
likely  be  lost,  logeiher  with  a  copy  ol  all  cories- 
pondmce  upon  the  subject,  liom  the  1st  day  of 
January,  lt34,  to  this  lime."      • 

This  resolution  i\as  read  in  the  hearing  of  the 
house  before  it  was  oiiered;  and  it  was  then  oliered 
and  taken  up  by  the  unanimous  consent  ol  the 
house,  and  adopted  \\ilhout  a  single  di.-seiitient,  as 
well  as  I  recoiled.  This  call,  wiich  was  made'on 
the  12th  day  of  October,  was  not  answered  until 
the  17ih  day  ol  January  lollowing,  and  then  only 
in  parr.  The  report  ol  the  ITlh  of  January,  con- 
tained a  list  of  Ihe  deposite  banks,  and  the  names 
of  Ihe  collectors  and  receivers  in  delault.  together 
with  the  amounts  due,  the  character  ol  Ihe  security 
given  with  explanatory  notes;  in  fact  the  whole 
resolution  was  answered,  except  the  copies  of  the 
correspondence  called  for.  Appended  lo  this  re- 
port was  a  lelltrof  Ihe  secretary  ol  the  treasury, 
accompanied  with  one  from  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  to  him  in  these  words: 

Office  of  Ihe  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
January  15,  1S38. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the 
statement  of  the  first  comptioller  ol  the  treasury  of 
the  amounts  due  liom  certain  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms which  was  referred  by  yon  lo  this  oflice  on 
the  6th  December,  1S37;  and  also  the  statement  of 
the  same  officer  of  the  amounts  due  from  certain 
receivers  ol  public  moneys,  which  was  referred  by 
jou  to  this  office  on  the' 23tli  December,  1837.  I 
transmit  herewith  an  abstiact  ol  the  information 
which  15  furnished  by  the  records  and  correspon- 
dence of  this  office  relative  to  each  of  the  cases  ia 
these  statements.  It  is  impossible  in  this  office  to 
give  any  thing  like  an  accurate  summaiy  of  "the 
amount  that  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  losi;"  nor 
can  any  opinion  be  here  formed  on  Ihe  subject,  ex- 
cept mere  coi.jeclure,  further  than  it  is  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  the  notes  and  abstracts  now  annexed  to 
each  particular  case.  It  will,  however,  be  seen 
Irom  these  that,  in  all  probability,  some  of  the 
laigest  balances  will  be  entirely  paid,  and  that 
many  others  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

In  addition  to  the  statements  received  from  Ihe 
comptroller,  I  transmit  a  slateraent  ol  balances  due 
Irom  the  laie  deposite  banks,  which  have  tailed  to 
meet  the  requisitions  ol  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry under  the  aclofllilh  October  last;  and  also  a 
statement  ol  balances  due  fiom  banks,  formerly  de- 
positories of  the  public  uioney  which  are  unavaila- 
ble, together  with  siudkr  notes  and  absliacts  of 
the  inlorination  that  can  be  liirnished  Irom  the  re- 
cords  and  correspondence  of  this  office. 

H.  D.  GILPIN,  soliator  of  Ihe  Irensnn/. 
To  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbiiri/,  srcretaty  of  Ihe  Ircasunj. 
Fiom  a  fair  iiiterpr.  tatioii  of  the  resolulion.  il  is 
manifest  that  Ihe  solicitor  of  the  Ireasnrv  had  mis- 
appcrhended  the  scope  ol  the  resolution,  and  re- 
gavded  it  as  requiring  an  extent  of  coriespondence 
uliich  it  did  not  require.  Some  (ev:  days  after  this 
lejiorl  come  in,  believing  the  correspondence  call- 
ed for  by  Ihe  resolulion  necessary  lo  Ihe  just  deci- 
sion of  the  important  financial  question  then  de- 
pending before  congress,  I  oiiered  a  resolution  au- 
Ihoiizing  Ihe  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  to  ■  infdoy 
such  temporary  aid  as  would,  with  a  diie  resrard  lo 
Ihe  oilier  important  business  of  Ihe  departinenf, 
enable  him  to  report  Ihe  correspondence  in  time  to 
avail  in  the  final  disposition  of  (hat  question. 
When  I  odered  this  resnlntion,  various  other 
amendments  were  otter,  d,  w  liich  I  thouglil  v\r.uld 
only  embarrass  it.  Bilore,  however,  it  was  dis- 
posed of,  I  olfered  another  resolution,  calling  for 
the   correspondence   of   the   treasury   department 
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alone,  with  the  deluiillers,  thereby  supeiseiling  the 
correspondence  called  for  by  the  re^ultilioii  ol  the 
12lh  ol  October,  and  greatly  le.^sening  its  volume, 
wliicli  was  adopted  without  any  objection  that  I 
heard.  Shortly  alter  this  resolution  Has  adopted, 
the  report  came  in,  and  when  my  resolution  to  au 
tl  orise  llie  employment  ol  such  aid  as  inif;hl  be 
deemed  necessary  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
came  up,  iusteail  ol  its  lailinj;,  as  charged  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  on  my  own  mo- 
tion, lor  the  siuiple  rea.-^on  that  the  ri  solution  had 
been  answered  as  far  as  was  necessary.  To  prove 
thtt  the  deljy  in  communicaliuf;  the  correspon- 
dence called  tor  in  my  resolution  of  the  12lh  Octo- 
ber, was  not  caused  by  llie  volume  of  that  corres- 
pondence, I  will  state  the  fact  that  after  the  resolu- 
tion, .IS  subsequently  restricted,  was  responded  to, 
a  bill  was  reported  by  the  judiciary  conjinlttee.  In 
authorise  the  employment  of  au  adilitional  perma- 
nent clerk,  in  the  otTice  of  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  earnest  solicitation  cf  that  officer,  on 
account  of  the  great  increase  of  the  business  of 
tha-t  office. 

The  loreooing  statement  of  fads,  and  for  their 
truth,  I  refer  to  the  journals  of  llic  house  ol  repre- 
sentatives, do  not  justify  the  chaj;;e  that  I  made 
the  nndifined,  and  unlimited  calls  for  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  treasury  «ilh  the  banks,  and  all 
the  documents  in  relation  to  defaulters,  as  charged 
by  Mr.  Durjcan,  and  repeated  by  the  Globe;  but 
tliat  the  call  was  specilic  and  limited,  seeking  the 
names  of  defaulters,  the  amounts  of  defalcation, 
the  security  held  by  the  government,  and  the  cor- 
respondence for  the  lour  preceding  years  in  rela- 
tion to  these  delaults  only.  Was  there  any  thing 
ill  this  call  unimportant  or  unnecessary?  A  day  or 
two  bflore  it  was  made,  the  agitalin;.  the  impor- 
tant and  all-absorbing  sub-treasury  bill,  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
It  was  well  known  that  it  was  again  to  he  taken 
up  at  the  succeeding  session,  to  be  discussed  and 
dfcided  on.  The  question  was  a  vital  one,  and  1 
fe.-l  confident  in  the  assertion  that  nothing  could  I 
more  succissfully  elucidate  it,  Ihan  by  laying  be- j 
fore  congress  and  the  country,  what  had  been  the 
experience  of  the  country  in  the  safe  keeping  ol 
its  revenues  by  banks  and  indiviiiual  agents.  The 
call  which  I  made  embraced  the  results  of  both 
systems,  and  could  not  do  otherwise  than  aid  every 
member  in  coming  to  a  just  conclusion  upon  the  j 
subject.  With  this  view,  and  tliis  only,  I  offered  I 
that  resolution.  I  did  not  know  what  would  be' 
the  \olume  of  the  corres[}ondence,  or  v\hat  would 
be  the  cost  of  printing;  about  this  I  knew  nothing. 
I  only  looked  to  the  \alue  of  the  document  in  aid-  j 
ing  the  deliberations  of  congress,  and  enlightening 
the  peofile  upon  a  subject  involving  their  dearest 
and  most  important  iiiterest.s.  But  what  is  the 
cost  of  the  two  docuiuents  that  came?  The  tirsi  is 
a  small  document  of  5S  pages,  and  I  understand 
cost,  for  the  usual  number,  $172  69;  subsequently, 
however,  5,000  extra  copies  were  ordered,  costing 
$*49S  42.  The  second  is  a  larger  document,  of 
400  pages,  and  cost,  as  I  understand,  §1,074  33. 
This  is  very,  very  far  short  of  llie  .§100,000,31 
which  the  cost  has  been  computed.  If  the  first 
call  would  have  cost  $100,0110,  then  it  was  reduc- 
ed to  the  actual  cost  on  my  own  molion  If  I  of- 
fered any  other  resolutions  than  those  which  I  have 
.stated,  they  were  eitlier  adopted,  rejected,  or  re- 
main undisfiosed  of.  If  adopted,  they  are  either 
answered,  or  remain  unanswered.  If  answered,  I 
have  staled  the  cost.  Jf  unanswered,  the  cost  will 
be  ascertained  when  the  reports  come  in;  but  there 
are  none  unanswered.  If  I  offered  anv  calls  which 
were  rejected,  will  my  accusers  point  them  out? 
If  any,  which  remain  undisposed  of,  what  are  tliey, 
and  when  were  they  oHered?  I  have  not  the  most 
distant  idea  ttiat  any  report  wiiliin  the  legitimate 
range  of  the  resolution  which  I  offered  would  have 
cost  for  the  printing  .$5,000,  much  more  $-100,000. 
I  have  no  practical  knowledge  upon  the  snbj'Ct, 
but  such  is  my  opinion.  For  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  as  much  correspondence  behind,  as  that 
which  was  reported,  and  which  coslonly  .$1,074  .33. 
But  suppose  it  had  cost  all  that  is  charged,  what  of 
that?  Does  not  every  man  perceive  the  value  of 
the  document  in  reference  to  the  great  question 
depending  before  the  country,  and  should  it  have 
been  withheld  for  fear  of  spending  fifty  or  even  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars?  Every  patriot  will  an- 
swer no — let  us  have  the  light!! 

If  this  correspondence,  in  relation  to  defaulters,  is 
so  very  voluminous,  it  speaks  in  a  voice  of  thun- 
der to  the  .\inerican  people,  whether  it  embraces 
banks  or  individual  agents;  and  every  man  who 
loves  his  country,  and  values  the  purity  of  her  in- 
stitutions, should  unite  in  a  general  demand  to  bring 
it  forth,  and  expose  it  to  the  public  gaze,  naked  and 
unadorned.  For  in  ascertaining  the  utmost  extent 
of  these  defalcations,  the  people  are  deeply  aad  vi- 


tally interested;  and  whether  it  allccts  inostlj  the 
banks,  or  individual  agents,  let  it  coine  forth— lit 
the  truth  be  known  to  its  ulinost  extent,  that  the 
counlry  m.ay  act  in  reference  to  His  greal  question 
Irom  the  nnobscured  and  unhidden  light  of  expe- 
rience. 1  do  not  repent  ol  Ihe  call  wliich  I  made, 
jiid  should  not,  il  it  had  cost  $200.0110,  so  important 
do  I  ileem  file  inioi  iiialion  wliicli  il  piudiiced.  As  j  lereni  lio 
10  the  insinuation,  that  1  was  acluaiid  by  paltry  I  qiioli 
and  unvioithy  molive  ol  benefiting  Gales  Si  Sealon, 
atid  riiomas  .-Mien,  I  have  no  ri  ply  fo  make — none 
whalever.  Nor  have  1  any  to  make  to  the  ii  siniia 
lion  ol  •■The  Globe,"  that  1  was  acting  in  conceit 
with  Mr.  Bond,  or  he  »iili  me,  in  oheiing  my  re- 
solution. 1  had  never  interdianged  one  word  with 
Mr.  Bond  as  to  the  resoliifion  which  I  offered;  nor 
as  to  any  which  hi-  olleml.  The  imputalioii  is  en- 
tirely gratuitous  and  niiloundid. 

I  believe  1  might  s.ifelv  cliallengc  a  comparison 
of  my  votes  Willi  lliat  of  the  most  fastirlioiis  econo- 
mist in  tfie  tiouse,  eilfior  as  it  relates  to  public 
printing,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  public  ser\  ice, 
in  appropriating  fl'e  public  uioney.  .•\iid  as  lo 
the  books  spoken  ol  by    Mr.  Duncan,   if  I  am   not 


Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  not  me  woid  ol  linlh 
in  the  above  paragraph.  The  bom  lable  tenllemnn 
I  OS  been  imposed  upon  by  some  igiioraii.us,  proba- 
nly,  lo  use  no  harshii  ipilliet.  I  .issnie.  gi  i, lie- 
men,  there  was  no  •  liand"  piaclised  in  piiniing 
the  document  relern  <l  lo.  The  size  ol  llie  jiage 
was  not  •■diininislHd."     No  •-|\pis  were  used  dif- 

those  anlhoiizi  d  by"  law." 

he  law  ilsell  lo  piov,  the  fart.  I  have 
nrv.r  vicdal.d  it  since  I  have  had  the  inanagt  n.ent 
ol  ihe  public  piintiiig,  some  sixteen  j  eais  oi  to. 

KXlIlAtT    jno.M    THE    l..\W-. 

"Reso!v/d  by  llie  htinle  uml  huvhc  vf  tepieseiila- 
liies  of  Die  L'mlcil  i>tutcsin  coigrcss  (minib.eJ.  That 
the  piinling  ol  conuress,  unless  wIkii  olierwise 
specially  oidi  red,  shall  be  done  in  the  loliowing 
loim  and  maninr,  viz; 

'-Bill-,  as  heretoloie,  with  English  type,  on  fools- 
cap paiier. 

"Knie.or  table  work,  in  royal  octa\o  size,  where 
it  can  he  broiighl  into  ttiat  .-ize  by  .vny  1}  pc  not 
smulh  r  Ihan  breiier;  anil,  wiuie  ii  cai  nol'iii  such 
liiim  as  to  fold  coii\  eiiienlly  into  the  Kjinme. 

".All  other  priming   will)  a  small  pica  Ivpe,  on 


egregiously  mistaken,  my  name  is  n  cordeil  against    royal  paper,  in  pages  of  ihe  same  size  as  Hose  of 
all  appropiiations  lor  the  ])urchase  ol  hooks  lor  the    the  last  iilition  ol  Jhe  laws  of  ihe  I'niled  Slates." 
menihers.  There  is  nothing  said  lieie  about  ems.     The  con- 

As  to  the  corrupt  bargain  of  which  Mr.  Duncan  |  grrss  jiages,  however,  art  ol  tl  c  smne  size  a.«  Ihe 
speaks  between  Ihe  Irieiids  ol  Gales  Sc  Sealon  and  i  laws  rehrred  lo — lliey  ar'  55  liins  long,  and  31  In 
the  friends  of  Alien,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  saw-  j  width,  and  ronfain  as  many  small  pica  ems  as  a  page 
none,  heard  of  none,  and  was  privy  fo  none.  I  was  |  of  the  laws,  I  was  employed  n|  on  the  law.»,  l-ofh 
not  at  Ihe  caucus  of  which  he  speaks,  and  had  no-  ,  in  compcsilion  and  pi(>ot  leading, dniing  Iheir  pub- 
thing  to  do  with  it.  I  had  determined,  before  I  licalion  in  1S14,  by  Mr.  Weiglifinan,  Ihen  piinter 
left  home,  (whether  properly  or  not  I  will  not  dis-  |  to  congress.  So, I  may  be  pretumed  lo  know  some- 
cuss)  not  to   vote   for  Gales  U  Sealon,  or   Bl  lir  Hr.  j  thing  about  them. 

Kives.  And  if  Allen  had  not  been  run,  I  should;  As  lo  the  same  docnment,  printed  at  ll/C  Globe 
have  casta  blank  vote.  Duiingthe  progress  ofthe  office,  making  filly -six  pages  less  than  thai  piinlcd 
ballot,  several  gentlemen  asked  me  il  Allen  failed,  [  by  Mr.  Allen,  ii  can  be' easily  and  readily  oc- 
whelher  I  would  not  vote  for  Gales  St  Sealon;  I  told  conntid  lor  by  (iractical  printers',  wilhout  resorting 
them  no.     Others  askeil  me  if  Allen  failed  v\lu-lli(>r  i  to  an  allegation  of  fraud. 

I  Honid  not  j;o  for  Bl.,ir  St  Rives;  I  told  them  no,  I  '  The  small  pica  type,  on  which  Ihe  house  docu- 
we.iild  not.  I  dill  not  know  Allen  when  the  ballots  ment  is  piinlcd,  ifra-es  mU  about  a  iia^c  in  every 
were  going  on.  I  voted  for  him  upon  Ihe  recom-  |  twenlv ;  while  that  used  on  Ihe  senal"e  di  cninent 
mendation  of  others.  I  defy  the  produclioii  of  a  lal,i.iin  an  rquni  amount.  Both  louiits  ol  type  aie 
single  man,  to  whom  I  made  any  projiosition,  or  ,  "small  pica,"  conformable  to  law,  for  the  current 
'""  '  printing.     Some  of  the  tables  in   ihc  hou.=e  docu- 

ment are  put  in  small  pica,  while  in  Ihe  senate  do- 
cument they  are  put  in  brevier;  reducing,  of  course, 
Duncan  has  lallen,  as  lo  Ihe  character  and  scope  of  a  considerable   quantity  of  press  work.     I  do  not 
" lutioiis  which  I  had  ofl'nd.     When  a  copy    think  that  any  tabular  ■statements  should  be  put  in 

.........I    .,f    ,1...    1,.......,    ..(..,11    !.«,..,    ....„.,l...,t •  ■  .  *'  ..  ,  .  ...  ..'       . 


who  made  one  to 

I  have  no  other  object  in  makin:;  this  communi- 
cation Ihan    to  correct  the  errors  into   which   Mr 


of  Hie  Journal  of  Ihc  house  shall  have  reached 

I  shall,  if  I  find  it  necessary,  place  my  conduct  upon  I  as,  in  short  numbers,  it  hicrcasi~s  the'  e'xpe'iise 

this  occasion  beyond  the  reach  of  censure.     1  an- 

not  unapprized  of  the   hostility   which  I   have  pro 

voked  on  Ihe  part  of  some  of  the  friends  of  the  ad- 

niinislrafion,  and  the  press  in  its  support   for  11 


brevier  when  they  can  be  broushf  info  small  pica. 


Indeed,  there  are  no  two  printers,  ])robably,  iiti- 
Irss  by  an  extraordinary  accident,  who  would  ar- 
rive  at  Ihe  same  result  in  printing  a  mass  of  MS., 


uiiiii:,iiUiieiii,Liiiu     MIC     i;ic~3iii    n;,    suui'eii,     ii'i    lie,;.,         „  ■        ..,.     .    ,_     ,        -.    .         ^     , 

cause  which  my  own  sense  of  duly  and  obedience  I    ''"^P"-"'''  "'"''   '^'"'l^'-  ^'a'^''''--'^  ^V>^'  lo  one 


to  Ihe  wishes  of  a  large  m.ajority  of  my  constitu 
has  compelled  me  to  take  ujion  Ihe  all-absorbing 
question  of  Ihe  day.  While  I  have  done  nothing 
lo  provoke  hostility,  I  have  no  disposition  lo  depre- 
cate it,  but  will  abide  all  the  consequences  which 
may  nsnll  from  it.  I  shall  continue  to  do  my  duty 
according  to  Ihe  dictates  of  my  ow  n  conseieiice,  in 
despite  of  di-nuncialion  or  abuse;  and  shall  only 
feel   myself  recreant  to   my  trust,   when  I  can  be 

brought  fo  disregard  my  own  conscientious  opinions  !  j^encer  in  relation  to  the  public  p'rintincr. '  i  have  no 
and  act  upon  Ihe  principle  that  party  considerations  '  disposition  lor  a  newspape-i  war  of  words  aboni  en 
constitutes  Ihe  first  and  most  important  objicls  of,  quails.  Truth  is  not  likely  to  be  elicited  bv  such  a 
representative  duly.  I  have  not  so  learned  my  !  discussion.  When  Ihe  comniillee  shall  pursue  Iheir 
duty,  nor  shall  I  so  perform  il. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  GARLA.ND 


thousand  pages. 

Very  respectfully,  I  nm,  penllenv  n, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  M.  GROUARD. 

from  the  National  Inlelli^encer  ofthe  \olh  vlt. 
Messrs.    G.\LE3   &l   Seaton:   A    writer   in   the 
"Globe"  of  this  morning  alien. pfs  lo  rx[ilain  away 
invalidate  what    I    .said    in    yesterdav's  I  nielli- 


from  Ihe  Natioaul  IidcUKencer  of  Ihe  Mlh  ult. 

.Messrs.  Gai.es  &  Seato.n:  In  the  -Globe"  riei 

paper  ofthe  l.'Jth  inslant  is  a  speech  ol  the  honora- 


I  investigation  again,  disinlerested  testimony  will  be 
had  before  it,  when  the  api>lication  of  the'  law  and 
j  the  jiraclicfs  and  usages  of  the  prof  ssion  can  be 
1  given  in  evidence  bv  competent  and  skillnl  printers, 
i  and  all  cavil  and  equivocalion  be  put  lo  rest. 
■  Wilh  regard  to  Ihe  printing  of  extra  numbers  of 
dociimi  Ills,  which   Ihe  house   has   not  oidered,  (as 


ble  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  from   which    1    have  ex-  I  the  writer  in  Ihe  "Glnbe"  charaes,)  il  demandi 
traded  the   following  paragraph   in  relation  lo  the    other  reply  than  that  I  am  merelv  an  execnlive  offi- 
public  printing  of  which   I   am  superintendent  or  I  cer  (standing   in    my  employer's   place,)  lo  carry 
manager,  for  the  proprietors,  viz:  j  into  effect  such  orders  as  I   ii'iay  n-ceive.     I  do  not 

.\ller  discoursing  about  some  supposed  bargain-  !  ransack  the  journals  to  see  wliat  has  been  done  or 
ing  in  obtaining  the  printing,  Mr.  D,  speaks  as  I  what  has  been  left  undone.  Nor  have  I  any  access 
follows:  I  to  the  vouchers  in  the  fire-proof  hiiildiiig  of  ihe  trea- 

",\nolher  natural  consequence  of  Ibis  bargaining  I  snry  di-partment  lo  enable  me  lo  throw- any  light 
has  been  discovered  before  the  couimiltce  appoint-  upon  the  charge.  It  is  no  part  of  my  business, 
ed  at  the  heel  of  Ihe  session,  has  not  yet  had  lime  '  Nothing,  however,  is  printed  by  ine  for  Ihp  public 
to  make  full  invesligation,  and  report;  but  I  feel  at  without  instructions  from  the  house  of  representa- 
liberly  to  use  Ihe  information  whicli  I  have  derived  !  lives. 

from  a  witness,  sworn  before  it.  A  first  rate  prac-  1  For  myself.  I  can  have  no  motive  for  misrepre- 
lical  piinter,  called  on  by  that  commillee  lo  mea-  '  si-ntation,  much  less  for  fraud  in  the  matter — having 
sure  Ihe  work,  and  calculate  the  price  w  hich  it  w  as  i  every  thing  lo  risk  and  nothing  lo  irain.  I  have  en- 
law  fullo  charge  for  il,  -ind  compare  il  w  ilh  that  ,  deavored  always  to  discharge  mv  duly  lo  the  fxtent 
which  Gales  Sc  Sealon,  in  the  name  of  Allen,  as  '  of  my  ability,  with  perfect  cood  faijh  and  justice 
printer  to  this  house,  had  received  for  it,  found  that  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  my  employer.  If 
Ihe  first  dociimeiit  printed  for  this  house  at  this  ses- ;  1  shall  be  found  lo  have  commilted  any  error  ol 
sion,  by  Gales  k  Sealon,  w  as  fraiidulenlli/  printed;  'judgment  in  the  execution  ol  Ihe  printinir,  of  which 
and  that,  by  diminishins  Ihe  page  and  usini:  types  -  I  am  not  conscious,  the  correction  or  the  remedy 
different  from  those  authorized  by  lau\  Ihev  had  made  can  be  readily  applied, 
an  illicit  profit  amounting  to  between  thirteen  and  1  Respectfully,  8ic. 

fourteen  hundred  dollars."  I  GEO.  M.  GROUARD. 
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Expeditious  trip.  From  llie  Petersburg,  (Va.) 
Intelligencer  of  the  Ith  insi.  A  gentleman  of  this 
ton  n  has  just  made  the  liip  from  this  place  to  Phila- 
delpliia  and  back  in  three  days  and  a  half;  having 
spent  six  hours  in  Richmond,  eight  in  Philadelphia, 
and  on  his  return,  twelve  in  Baltimore,  and  nine  and 
a  half  in  Washington  city.  He  has  favored  us  v^■ith 
(he  following  memoraridujn  of  the  trip: 

"I  left  Petersburg  in  the  cars  for  llichmond  on 
Wtcnesday  night,  at  8  o'clock,  reached  Richmond 
at  1-2  past  9;  went  to  bed  at  10,  and  left  in  the  cars 
for  Fredericksburg,  Thursday  morning  at  4;  arrived 
in  Philadelphia,  via  Frenchlown  and  Newcastle, 
Friday  morning  at  aboiit  4 — at  6  dressed  and  went 
up  to  the  hotel  in  the  city,  where, after  dressing  and 
breakfasting,  I  transacted  my  business  and  lell  at  2 
P.  M.  for  Baltjnjore.  Reached  Baltimore  at  1-2 
past  9,  same  evening;  lodged  at  the  new  Exchange 
hotel,  (which  for  attention,  neatness  and  cnmfoit, 
may  be  classed  w  ith  the  Tremont-house  of  Boston, 
and  Mansion-house  of  Philadelphia  and  French's 
hotel  of  Norfolk,)  left  that  city  at  9  Saturday  morn- 
ing; arrived  at  Washington  at  1-2  past  11;  remain- 
ed until  9  that  night,  when  I  left  in  the  Potomac 
boat  for  Fredericksburg,  and  reached  Petersburg  at 
1-2  past  11  Sunday  morning,  without  much  fatigue 
or  loss  of  slee))." 

.t  western  monster.  The  famed  sea  serpent  of  the 
Atlantic  has  not,  as  heretofore,  been  rusticating  off 
Nahant  ll]is  season.  The  lovers  of  marvel  have  not 
therefore  been  set  agape,  as  usual,  by  the  wonder- 
ful stories  respecting  that  father  of  snakes. 

But  we  have  tidings  ol  a  western  serpent,  which 
will  supply,  measurably,  the  place  of  his  mammoth 
prototype.'  It  is  ternjed  "The  Monster  of  Devil 
Lake."  A  correspondent  of  the  Logansport,  (la.) 
Telegraph  says  it  was  discovered  by  some  men  of 
the  name  of  Robinson,  in  a  small  lake,  about  two 
miles  in  length,  and  one  half  mile  in  breadth,  and 
of  unknown  depth,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rochester  in 
that  slate.  The  serpent  is  said  to  be  sixty  feet  in  , 
length.  One  per.'^on,  Mr.  Lindsay,  who  saw  the 
animal,  describes  the  head  as  being  three  feet  across 
the  frontal  bone,  and  having  something  of  the  con- 
tour of  a  beef's  head,  but  the  neck  tapering  and 
having  the  character  of  the  serpent,  color  dingy, 
v<ith  large  bright  yellow  spots.  The  Indians  who 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  never  venture  upon  i 
it  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  or  bathing.  They  have  i 
long  known  it  by  the  name  of  "Lake  Man  i-too," 
or  devil  lake,  on  account  of  the  serpent,  or  Man-i- 
too,  [devil,]  as  they  call  it,  that  lives  in  it. 

[Buffalo  Commercial. 
Ourfiahermen  on  the  Nuva  Scoliaand  Newfound 
land  shore  are  getting  into  trouble.  The  Halifax 
Recorder  gives  an  account  of  a  New  Bedford  vessel 
that  LTallreated  one  of  lt;e  inhabitants  of  Cameau. 
whose  master  was  taken  prisoner  and  punished. 
At  the  Magdalen  Islands,  a  boat's  crew  of  one  of 
her  majesty's  ships  went  on  board  another  Ameri 
cju  tishing  v.'ssel,  and  threw  all  the  fish  sIr-  had 
taken  overboard. 

Three  Indian  bodies  in  a  remarkable  state  of  pre- 
servation, as  unaltered  in  their  terrific  features  ex- 
pressing agonies  of  death,  as  if  buried  yesterday, 
were  recently  disinterred  from  a  ditch  in  aturf  me'a- 
<Iow  at  Sudburry,  Mass.  There  was  a  light  cover- 
ing of  something  like  ashes  over  them,  and  when 
the  air  was  admitted  they  crumbled,  as  usually  hap- 
pens. 

Ship  canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  sen.  The  Cleve- 
land Herald  of  the  4lh  inst.  contains  a  letler,dat- 
ed  "Toronto,  21st  July,"  and  addressed  to  Messrs. 
Bronson  and  Crocker,  which  says  that  capt.  M'Anly, 
the  head  of  the  engineer  department,  informed  the 
writer  of  the  letter,  that  "lord  Durham  is  determin- 
ed to  make  a  ship  canal  to  Lake  Erie  from  the  sea, 
and  that  the  navigation  of  the  Wtlland  canal  will 
not  be  impelled  by  the  construction  of  the  new 
canal." 

Fire  in  the  pines.  From  the  Trenton  Gazette.  A 
great  conflagration  is  now  sweeping  through  the 
New  Jersey  pines;  and  the  extreme  dryness  of  the 
timber  fearfully  augments  it.  It  broke  out,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Burlington  Herald,  in  that  county, 
on  the  Martha  Furnace  tract.  While  on  Long 
Beach,  last  week,  the  editor  saw  (he  destroying  ele- 
ment, at  the  distance  of  many  miles,  casting  a  light 
as  though  a  city  were  in  flames.  Owners  of  timber 
lands  are  busily  employed  firing  against  the  con- 
suming enemy.  It  is  t'he  greatest  calamity  of  the 
kind  ever  known  there.  From  the  neighborhood  of 
Tuckerton  to  Burr's  mill,  the  country  has  been  over- 
run. The  loss  is  at  least  .tl()O,000.  We  learn  from 
another  source,  that  one  single  proprietor  has  lost 
.^20,000.  The  fire  sweeps  on,  in  its  devastating 
progress,  in  a  broa.l  column,  twelve  miles  wide.  It 
sports  with  man,  too,  even  as  with  the  dry  twigs, 
and  consumes  whole  families,  io  its  course. 


Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  mayor  of  New  Orleans  to  the 
mayor  of  New  York: 

New  Orleans,  29lhJ)ily,  1S3S. 
Dear  sir:  Your  letter,  requesting  information  in 
relation  to  the  existence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this 
city,  has  duly  come  to  hand.  In  answer  thereto,  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  there  has  been 
amoiig  us,  so  far,  no  apjjearance  of  (hat  malady  this 
season.  The  condition  and  prospect  of  this  city 
are  such,  at  present,  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  we 
shall  continue  to  be  exempt  from  it  for  the  future. 
It  is  also  the  opinion  of  several  of  our  physicians 
whom  I  consulted  on  the  subject. 

Any  information  you  may  stand  in  need  of  from 
fhis  plac«  w  ill  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  communi- 
cated. 

It  is  not  true  that  John  Jacob  Astor  of  New  York, 
has  made  a  donation  of  .$,350,11(1(1  for  a  public  libra- 
ry. He  only  ititimated  an  intention  of  leaving 
something! 

Nature's  nobleman.  During  the  fire  in  New  York, 
on  Wednesday,  last  week,  a  fejnale  was  discovered 
making  her  way  through  the  flames  into  a  house. 
The  firemen  detained  her  with  much  difficulty,  and 
to  their  interrogations  she  only  exclaimed,  'My 
child!  my  child!'  A  noble  hearted  fireman  rushed 
to  where  she  pointed,  and  was  soon  seen  issuing 
from  the  burning  building  with  the  infant  in  his 
arms.  The  scene  was  truly  affecting,  and  the  gen- 
erous fellow  who  risked  his  own  life  to  save  that  of 
the  child,  deserves  the  warmest  thanks  of  every  one. 
.Another!  William  E.  Payne,  of  Boston,  who  re- 
cently died  in  Pans,  at  the  early  age  of  34,  perform- 
ed an  act  ol  noble  honesty,  which  deserves  to  be 
spoken  of  wherever  his  name  is  mentioned.  His 
father  died  insolvent,  leaving  four  children,  and  a 
full  discharge  was  given  by  each  of  his  creditors, 
upon  receiving  such  proportionate  dividend  as  the 
executor  was  able  to  pay. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  unmarried  aunts,  Mr.  Wm. 
E.  Payne  inherited  from  them  a  large  estate,  and 
immediately  sent  to  all  his  father's  creditors,  not  as 
a  donation,  but  as  a  final  dividend  out  of  his  father's 
effects,  the  full  balance  of  all  the  debts  due  Irbm  him 
at  his  decease.  The  whole  sum  thus  distributed,  it 
is  believed,  exceeded  920, 000. 

The  memory  of  such  an  act  as  this,  is  a  rich  in- 
heritance, to  be  transmitted  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration. [Salem  Gazette. 

By  the  death  of  com.  Poiigcrs,  commodore  Bar- 
ron becomes  the  head  of  the  navy,  wilh  a  salary  in- 
creased from  .92,500  to  $-3,500  a  year.  Commodore 
Stewart,  now  in  command  of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, is  second  upon  the  list  of  officers,  having 
been  forty  years  in  the  service. 

Commodore  Biddle  has  receidly  been  appointed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  be  governor  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  naval  asylum  at  Philadelphia. 

Serious  and  extraordinary  accident.  A  gentleman 
of  Cohourg,  (U.  C.)  Mr.  Shaw  Armour,  formerly 
of  Montretd,  met  with  a  dreadful  aicidenl  on  board 
the  Rice  Lake  steaml'oat  Newcastle,  his  escape 
from  which  is  little  short  of  a  miracle.  The  par- 
ticulars iclatcd  to  us  are  as  follows:  Mr.  A.  who 
is  a  man  of  a  very  large  frame,  was  crossing  the 
boat  near  the  action  of  the  fly  wheel,  when  by  some 
mischance,  losing  his  balance,  he  fell  with  his  arm 
through  the  wheel,  and  in  an  instant  was  dashed 
by  its  power  headlong  through  an  apperture  ten  and 
a  half  inches  wide!  As  to  be  expected,  he  is  dread- 
fully crushed,  but  we  are  happy  to  learn  from  Dr. 
Goldslone,  who  since  attended  him,  that  no  bones 
are  broken,  and  that  at  present  he  does  not  appre. 
hend  Ihe  consequence  will  be  fatal.  He  was  car- 
ried shortly  alter  the  accident  to  the  Inn  at  Clavcr- 
ton,  where  he  now  remains.  [Cobourg  Star. 

Thunder  storms  and  loss  of  life.  The  vicinity  of 
Frcder  c  ;,  Md.,  was,  on  Thursday,  tie  f th  inst., 
visited  by  a  severe  thunder  storm  and  opportune 
copious  rains.  A  barn  was  struck  and  destroyed 
by  lightning.  On  Saturday,  P.  M.  a  violent  thun- 
der storm  and  toinado  passed  over  Baltimore.  The 
new  wareliouse  of  Messrs.  Donnell  and  Lurman  on 
Donnell's  wharf,  and  which  h;id  reached  to  the  third 
story  and  was  one  hundred  feet  by  forty,  was  com- 
pletely prostrated,  and  two  German  emigrants,  a 
young  man  and  young  woman,  out  of  several  who 
had  taken  shelter  in  the  building,  were  killed.  A 
colored  man  had  hi.s  leg  broken,  a  brick  layer  Was 
much  bruised.  A  black  boy  near  Fort  M'cHenry 
was  chrushed  to  death  between  some  lumber.  Se- 
veral roofs  were  blown  off  and  vessels  dragged  from 
their  moorings.  In  Philadelphia,  to  which  place 
the  storm  reached,  a  ware  house  was  struck,  and 
three  horses  killed  in  a  stable  near  the  naval  asy- 
lum. A  young  man  was  killed  at  Bristol  on  the 
Delaware,  and  a  farm  house  at  Morriaville  destroy- 


Fire  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  A  fire  kindled  by  the 
cinders  from  the  steamboat  congress,  while  lying  at 
the  dock  at  Hudson,  broke  out  in  one  of  the  old 
warehouses  on  Wednesday  afternoon  the  8th  iust., 
about  3  o'clock,  which  proved  to  he  more  destruc- 
tive in  its  ravages  than  was  ever  experienced  in  that 
city.  The  flames  were  blown  by  a  fresh  north 
west  wind  over  the  hill  into  the  city,  and  raged 
with  such  fury  as  to  remler  the  efforts  of  the  fire- 
men unavailing.  The  fire  swept  through  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  to  the  south  bay,  where  every 
house  was  consumed.  It  then  extended  up  the  hill 
towards  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  doing  great 
damage.  Two  extensive  fnmber  yards,  one  be- 
longing  to  Mr.  Reed,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Hudson, 
were  entirely  consumed.  The  large  fire-proof 
stores  and  warehouses,  near  the  docks,  are  not  in- 
jured: nor  did  we  learn  that  the  whale  company  had 
suffered  materially.  Apprehending  the  destruction 
of  their  warehouses,  the  oil  was  rolled  out  on  the 
dock,  but  was  safe.  The  engirics,  with  about  six- 
ty firemen,  went  promptly  from  Catskill  to  the  aid 
of  their  fellow-citizens  of  Hudson.  The  flames 
j  were  distinctly  seen  many  miles  up  and  down  the 
I  river.     We  were  at  Kingston  at  7  P.  M.,  where  the 


illuminaion  was  alarmingly  sublime.  In  all,  sixty 
buildings  were  consumed,  and  the  loss  is  estimated 
at  two  hundred  Ihovsand  dollars. 

Saratoga  springs.  The  Saiatoga  Sentinel  gives 
a  table  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  by  rail-road 
and  stage  for  the  week  ending  the  5th  inst.  The 
arrivals  were  1,343  by  railroad  and  284  by  stage — 
total  1,627.  The  departures  by  railroad  1,354,  by 
stage  3.40— total,  1674.     The  Sentinel  adds: 

"Of  the  arrivals  by  private  conveyance,  we  have 
no  accurate  knowledge;  but  they  are  eslimated  by 
well  informed  persons  at  not  less  than  300 — so  that 
the  total  number  could  not  have  been  less  than  1900. 
The  departures,  it  will  be  perceived,  correspond 
very  neaily  with  the  arrivals;  had  it  been  other- 
wise, the  public  establishments,  with  all  their  facili- 
ties, could  not  have  furnished  the  requisite  accom- 
modations. The  whole  number  of  strangers  now 
in  the  village  is  estimated  at  more  than  3,000,  and 
this  number  will  probably  not  be  materially  dimin- 
ished during  the  warm  weather;  lorfhe  departure  of 
one  throng  only  makes  room  lor  the  entrance  of 
another,  and  an  almost  entire  change  of  population 
is  effected  during  a  week.  A.  \isitant,  indeed,  who 
has  been  here  a  fortnight,  is  considered  an  old  in- 
habitant, and  eiitilled  to  all  the  rights  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizenship." 

Trihntc  of  respect  to  Dr.  .Abbott.  It  is  well  known 
that  Dr.  Abbott  has  been  principal  or  preceptor  of 
Phillips  .Academy,  in  Exeter,  for  a  great  length  of 
time — we  believe,  quite  half  a  century.  He  is  still, 
we  understand,  in  pietty  good  health,  and  we  learn 
that  several  of  Ihe  alumni  of  the  college  propose  to 
present  him  with  a  picture  of  himself,  and  also  with 
some  other  article,  as  a  memorial  of  their  respect. 
The  meeting,  it  is  undeislood,  will  lake  place  at 
Exeter,  on  the  '.:3d  instant,  at  vihicli  Daniel  Web- 
ster will  preside.  Among  the  eminent  scholars  of 
New  England,  there  is  a  large  number  who  in  early 
life  were  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Abbott.  No  doubt 
this  occasion  will  call  together  an  assembly,  among 
which  v\ill  be  not  a  few  distinguished  men. 

[Boston. mas. 

Encouragement  of  agriculture.  The  legislature 
of  Maine  by  a  law  of  the  last  session  have  exempt- 
ed from  attachment,  Ihe  plough,  cart,  and  harrow  of 
the  farmer,  and  the  necessary  tools  used  by  hand  in 
agriculture. 

A  bounty  has  been  offered  for  the  production  of 
corn;  for  Ihe  first  thirty  bushels  raised,  seven  cents 
per  bushel — for  the  quantity  between  thirty  and 
sixty  bushels,  three  cents — for  the  bushels  of  grain 
exceeding  sixty,  two  cents  each. 

A  similar  bounty  is  bestowed  for  the  cultivation 
of  wheat — fen  cents  the  bushel  for  twenty  bushels — 
for  the  quantity  between  twenty  and  two  hundred 
bushels,  six  cents  each — and  for  each  bushel  over 
two  huiidred,  three  cents. 

East  India  snakes.  The  secret  so  much  wondered 
at,  by  w  hich  the  East  Indian  jugglers  safely  handle 
venemous  snakes,  is  said  in  the  Oriental  Herald, 
quoting  the  authority  of  lieutenant  Hutton,  to  be 
this.  They  are  drugged  with  opium,  which  ren- 
ders them  quiet  and  harmless.  The  effects  of  the 
drug  will  not  wear  off' for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 
This  fact  lieut.  Hutton  ascertained  by  personal  ex- 
perience; a  drugged  snake  which  he  had  purchased 
having,  at  the  lapse  of  three  weeks,  flown  at  him 
unexpectedly  and  nearly  strangled  him. 

Lynn,  Mass.  We  learn  with  great  pleasure  that 
business  in  Lynn  is  rapidly  reviving.  Large  num- 
bers of  purchasers  for  the  staple  of  that  industrious 
town,  we  are  told  have  already  made  their  appear- 
and*^- [Salem  Gazette. 
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PBINTEI)    AND    PUnLISHKH,    EVKRY    S\TfltnAV 

BY    WILLIAM     OGi  EN    NILES,    ETITOU    AND    I'HO  PHI  ETOl 

,  AT  $r 

PEn     ANNUM,     PAVAllLK    IN    AnVANlE. 

'J'liE  HO.v.  Wm.  P.tiTEP^sON,  a  rci)rc.=cniaiivc  in  con- 
grtPs  from  Gotie?.«ee  ccimiy,  New  York,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Worsaw  on  the  I4ili  inst.,  aged  19  years. 
He  li»d  been  confined  to  hss  chamber  tor  sevcrai  'Ipjs 
preWous  10  the  adjournment  of  coiiijrees,  and  wn.'?  Oiiilc 
indisposed  when  iv  left  this  city,  in  uliicii  he  renunned 
several  days  alter  the  close  ot  the  session,  in  order  to 
attend  lu  busiiuss  of  his  constituents.  '  Dnring  the 
e.^ira  ai  d  regular  session,  »e  enjoyed  C^qiicnt  oppor- 
iMiiitiea  of  becoming  acquainted  w  ith  the  charncter  of 
the  deceased,  and  cheerfiilly  testify  to  the  e.vcellciit  and 
estimable  qnaliiies awarded  to  him  by  those  who  knew 
him  intimately  and  well,  and  so  happily  fjoiirirarcd  in 
the  follo«iiig  notice  of  his  death. 

From  tht  {(icnessee)  Antericim  Citizrn. 

The  hon.  Wiitiam  Patterson^  representative  in  con- 
gress from  this  county,  died  at  his  residence  in  War- 
saw, on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  Mih  inst.,  aged  49 
years.  His  coniplair.t  was  a  lever,  apparently  induced 
by  the  fatigues  attenduni  uj-i  a  'l.c  cK..'e  i.f  Ll:e  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  c.vpuj^t-.res  while  on  his  rtiurn 
home.  He  was  quite  indisposed  when  he  reached 
home,  and  the  symptoms  soon  after  assumed  a  serious 
aspect;  still  ha  friends fiatiered  themselves  that  the  un- 
brokon  energies  of  a  very  vigorof.s  constitution,  v.  ould 
he  suflicient  to  withstand  the  \iolence  of  the  disease. 
Their  hopes  were  doomed  to  meet  w  ith  a  sad  disap- 
pointment, and  their  iiaxioiis  care  and  sohciiude  were 
alike  unavailing.  Wilii»ju  Paiieison  is  no  more!  lie 
wiis  kind  and  alieciioaaii;  in  Itis  dume.=tic  relations;  an 
exemplary  Christian — a  constant  friend;  tlte  bunefaetcj 
.-ind  advocate  of  the  poor  and  ojipresscd;  fearless,  faith- 
ful aiW  untiring  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties — 
and  in  the  fullest  and  broadest  sci.Ee  an  upright  and 
honest  man. 

l^POKT.VNT  FRO.M  THE  iRONTirn.  Frmti  the  St.  Louis 
(Vo.)  Republica7i  of  Ike  1!'//  hist.  We  are  informed 
that  an  miportnnt  despatch  has  been  foi warded  by 
major  Mason  of  Fort  (jilx-on,  to  general  Gaines,  the 
coiuinandcr  of  this  division.  The  substance  of  this 
ccnnnunication  is,  that  the  Chcroktes  have  built  a 
council  house,  which  is  said  to  be  considerably  larger 
than  any  hcrciofoie  erected  by  any  trite  of  Indians, 
They  have  sent  messengers;  with  the  black  and  red 
waiiipuni,  to  all  the  tribis  lioni  the  Red  river  to  the 
Sacs  and  Fo.\es  on  liiu  Mis:  issipp: — omitting  only  the 
Kansas  and  0?age; — inviiwa  ilum  to  meet  m  council 
at  the  Cherokee  council  houce  in  September  next.  The 
movement  is  believed  to  be  but  an  incipient  step  to  fur- 
ther difficulties,  and  made  widi  a  view  of  enlisting  and 
uniring  all  the  tribes  along  the  frontier  in  such  measures  | 
as  rnay  beadcpied.  They  have  proceeded  with  great 
caution  and  seciesy  in  ihe  measure,  and  have  endeavor- 
ed to  keep  all  their  proceedings  fr.-.m  the  knowledge  of 
their  agems  and  of  the  cfficers  r,f  the  ]ii)sts.  The  time 
proposed  for  hoMiiig  the  council  is  sufficiently  late  to 
admimfihe  emigi'aringCherokees  reaching  their  coun- 
try. All  th.e  information  elicited  goes  to  coiihrm  the 
opinion  expressed  some  time  ago,  by  general  Arbuckle, 
of  tlie  hostile  intentions  of  sevejal  ofllie  tribes,  though 
it  is  r.ci  believed  that  any  movement  is  intended  by 
tlieni  until  the  opening  of  spring. 

General  Gaines,  we  are  tuld,  ha»  forwarded  the  des- 
p^itch  of  major  Mason  to  the  proper  clcpartmont,  with 
a  request  that  he  l-c  permitted  to  attend  tlic  council 
vith  an  armed  force.  This  would  probably  he  the 
most  eficciual  means  to  awe  them  into  a  ccinpliance 
with  tlieirduiy,  and  would  cfteciually  prevent  the  for- 
mation ( f  any  plans  for  a  general  and  united  rising.  It 
is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  his  request  should  he 
granted. 

The  above  rumor  is  contirtned  by  the  following  which 
we  find  in  the  Nashville  Banner  of  the  fSth  inst. 

AVc  learn  frotii  an  nullunlic  source,  that  ilic  Chero- 
kees  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have  invited  all  the  braves 
of  all  the  principal  trihts,  except  the  Osage»  and  Kan- 
sas, residing  near  our  v\estcrn  frontier,  north  of  the 
Red  river,  to  meet  them  in  council  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  on  the  Illinois  river,  about  ten  cr  lif'cen  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Barren  Fork,  on  or  about  the 
Mtb  September  nc.\t.  Ti.e  object  of  the  council,  in 
excluding  the  Osage.s  and  Kansas,  was  not  known. 
A  runner  v^  as  sent  by  the  Cherokces  wiili  llie  wampum 
and  talk,  to  the  Ser.ecas,  and  other  small  tiil-U'.s  in  ilitit 
vicinity;  from  ihcnoe  it  w  as  carried  to  the  Shawnecs, 
Delawares,  and  Kickapoos,  near  Fort  Lca\enworih. 
A  Kickapoo  runner  then  started  with  tl.c  wamrjum, 
two  strings,  the  one  black,  the  other  white,  lo  the  f>acs, 
lowas,  &,c.  The  belief  is  expressed,  that  the  object 
was  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  settlements 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Should  the  fears  ot  ihf 
editor  of  the  Banner  be  realized,  scenes  of  blood,  un- 
paralleled in  tlie  history  of  the  states,  would  ensue 
There  are  now  congrcgaied  on  our  \\estern  frontier,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  one  hundred  thousand  Indian 
warriors,  who  need  but  little  to  fan  ihem  into  excite- 
ment. They  feel  that  ihey  have  been  cheated  and  out- 
raeed  bv  the  people  of  the  United  >S;ales,  and  nothing 
vol.    lV.-Sii'4fi. 


would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  an  upportuiiiiy 
to  enjoy  n  revenge — the  ticatesl  delight  u  red  man 
knows.  We  know  not  what  measures  the  L'0\criimeiit 
h.is  taken  to  meet  this  anticipated  avalanche,  but  the 
nu>st  prompt  and  cllicient  should  be  immedialtly  re- 
sorted to. 

MoNTLviDEO.    Defml  of  the  natiotwl  amy.      The 

brig  Carroll,  at  Philtldclphia,  bring.s  the  following  letter 
troin  an  authentic  source  at  Montevideo.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  nsitionnl  army  has  been  aliiiost  entirely 
desirnycd,  and  that  the  government^  was  making  exten- 
sive preparations  titr  the  defence  of  the  city. 

".Vf.7i/(i»iffo,  .lunr  en,  i;-3S. 

"It  is  now  n  matter  of  certainty  that  the  national 
crmy  has  been  almost  destroyed,  and  Friitus,  1  think, 
will  show  himself  in  all  next  week.  Government  is 
making  ever)'  effort  tor  a  last  struggle,  which  will  pro- 
kib'y  be  in  or  near  the  city.  Men  and  boys  are  being 
iiiipiesscd,  the  streets  closed  up  by  hrirk  walls,  and 
every  other  demonstruliou  of  an  exin  c  %  li  a'::J. ,— 
General  Curando  Gomez,  the  third  ii!  ■  ::;  ji'mI  ••!  ihe 
iiudonal  army,  reached  town  night  1  cl'  ,i  It',  ,i.  .  (.ni- 
panied  by  a  small  escort.  It  is  said  uLjuiu  m.\  lu.iiOicd 
men  escaped,  in  small  parties,  and  are  now  seeking 
their  homes.  As  near  as  I  can  learn,  the  governnieiii 
general  vN-as  outwitted  and  led  into  au  ambufcude. — 
The  battle  was  fought  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Ne- 
gro, the  strong  hoKI  of  Don  Frutus.  The  forces  on 
either  side  may  have  been  twenty-live  hundred  men — 
perhiips  the  unlioual  army  two  thousand  men.  Tlic 
general  ofiicers,  in  a  council  two  c'ays  before  the  com- 
bat, dctermtncd  that  Don  Fnitus.shuuld  not  expose  him- 
self by  entering  the  field.  The  command  wns  conse- 
quentlv  given  to  general  Lavalle,  a  Buenos  Ayrean. — 
At  4,  Y".  M.,  they  nie',  Lavalle  oppesiiig  i;r  showing  a 
front  of  twelve  hundred  men,  while  on  either  flank  lie 
hod  SIX  hundred  in  ambush.  Gen.  i 'n!  r-  --uppo'.'jig 
he  had   ihe  whole  aniiy  betoic  hin\  ;.    ■id, 

as  appetired  to  him.  sucecstful  clr.iiL  .  :.  .  :  ;'iii,^'i 
and  retreating  slowly  andiu  goodcrUt 1. 1!  i  In  :  '.'  nal 
army,  confident  of  victory,  had  passed  ilic  tinibii>ca[Jc, 
when  they  wheeled  in  upon  both  flunks  in  the  rear, 
while  ihe  main  body  stood  their  ground.  Thus  placeil 
between  two  fires,  the  national  army  was  cuttoivt'ces. 
There  is  no  prospect  of  ihe  blockade  coming  off  at 
Buenos  Ayrcs,'' 

Brazil,  A  letter  dated  24ih  i\Iay,  at  Fort  Alegre, 
Rio  Grande,  tays:  "On  the  Sflih  ultimo  the  "Grande 
Divisao  da  Dirieta,"  amounting  to  1,800  men  under 
gen.  Baj-retto,  Cunha  and  Caldtron,  at  Rio  Fardo,  was 
entirelv  routed  bv  the  repubhcan  geneials  btiito,  Ma- 
nuel, a"nd  Netto.  '  Such  was  the  deli?at,  though  shame- 
ful to  relate,  that  only  thirty  men,  among  whom  were 
the  three  generals,  escaped.  The  Ics-  to  the  emperor, 
besides  the  force,  may  be  estimated  at  five  hundred  and 
fifty  comas  (about  half  a  million  of  dollars.)  their  lield 
pieces,  and  fifteen  hundred  stand  of  aim.=,  their  cinmu- 
nition,  and  about  sixty  or  eighty  contas  of  rtis,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  repubhcans." 

"This  defeat  has  thrown  every  thing  back,  anel  noi« 
the  imperial  government  can  have  no  prospect  of  ever 
rtgainiiig  this  province,  all  the  men  they  can  send  down 
ficrn  Rio  de  Janeiro  oniy  serve  to  feed  the  cause  of  the 
"republicanrs."  The  latter  must  gain  the  day,  they  are 
Euw  full  of  spirits,  can  muster  5,000  men,  lots  of  ani- 
munitiuD,  aims,  clotliiiig, and  even  cash,  to  say  noiliing 
of  first  rate  ofiicers.  and  the  Lest  generals,  whereas  die 
"Gallego^''  have  not  got  a  man  fit  to  take  command  of 
them,  Barretio  will  go  to  Rio  Janeiro  for  trial,  as  well 
8S  Cunho.'' 

A'ltM.zfn  A.  The  Caracas  Litiml  of  the  Mih  July 
makes  a  flattering  rcpreseniation  of  tltc  finances  of  the 
republic.  It  is  stared  ihat  of  the  SC,0CO,C0O  of  the  in- 
ternal debt,  apportioned  to  Venezuela  on  the  partition 
of  Colombia  into  three  stales  or  republics,  $4,000,000 
have  already  been  paid.  The  system  of  anwrlizatxon 
of  iho  debt,  which  was  adopied  by  the  congress,  has 
produced  ihe  happiest  effects;  and  various  measures  ol 
econoni)  have  been  inlruduced  with  great  succes.s  ihe 
conscquenees  of  which  has  been,  tlial  sine e  January 
the  government  has  been  relieved  from  the  neeetsiiy  ot 
borrowing,  and  hss  been  enabled  to  make  provi.-ion  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  in'ercst  on  the  debt  m  Eng- 
land. 

From  Flohipa.  St.  .Iv^vntivc,  Jug.  4.  Col. 
Harnev  has  goiie  on  an  expedition  to  scour  Ihe 
WithUconchee.  lie  has  with  him  a  force  of  220 
men.  Capt.  Mikle r  left  Palatka  two  days  since, 
to  join  col.  H.  at  Micaiiopy.  Col,  Harney  has  100 
men  armed  with  Coil's  rifles,  and  disguised  as  In- 
dians. 

The  tracks  of  three  Indians  were  seen  on  Mon- 
day last,  a  short  distance  south  of  Bucna  Visia. 


Revolt  at  Havansa.  The  New  Orleans  Bee 
furiiish"s  Ihe  follow  inn  inlbiinalion  on  the  subject 
of  Ihe  late  disturbances,  which  have  recently  ta- 
ken place  in  Ihe  chief  cilj-  of  Cubiit 

It  seem."  that  the  intestine  commotions  which  for 
so  ninny  years  have  licen  afllictini;  the  mother 
eotiutry.  have  extended  lo  its  dependencies.  The 
Island  of  Cnba,  «  bile  under  tli|.ipllexible  adminii- 
tratiun  of  Tacon,  was  maintained  yi  strict  'adhe- 
sion and  fi.lelily  to  the  iiueiii.  The  intrigues  of 
Don  Carlos  at  lenglh  reached  Hav.ina,  and  his  siib- 
sidi'/.ed  ageiils  succeeded  in  corrujiline:  the  fidelity 
of  several  regiments  quartered  in  the  Moro  Castle. 
As  Ircquenlly  happens,  the  iilot  was  betrayed  by 
one  of  the  conspirators,  and  tlie  new  governor,  Es- 
peleta,  who  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  prede- 
cessor, immediately  took  the  most  energetic  mea- 
sures for  its  suppression.  The  doors  of  the  bar- 
racks were  closeil,  and  the  residence  of  the  troops 
was  at  once  converted  into  their  prison.  We 
learn  that  eighty  of  the  most  insubordinate  werfe 
executed  on  Ihe  spot,  and  an  equal  number  await 
the  decision  of  the  governor.  As  a  sharp  firing 
was  licaid  from  the  castle,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
executive  did  not  accomilish  his  duty  without  de- 
termined resistance.  It  was  doubtless  the  struggle 
of  deperale  men,  who  were  aware,  that  if  subdued, 
their  decree  would  be  irreversible. 

At  the  last  accounts,  Ha\  anna  was  quite  tranquil, 
and  btisiness  had  resumed  its  usual  course. 

Elections.  Norllt  C'urolhw.  We  gather  th« 
fbllowiiig  Irom  the  Raleigh  Register  of  the  20th 
instant; 

There  are  65  counties  in  this  state,  which  send 
170  members,  returns  from  all  which  have  been  re- 
ceived, except  M. icon,  Haywood  and  Yancy,  and 
give  the  following  results:  Whigs  92,  Administra- 
tion 75 — Whig  loss  13,  Whig  i;ain  21.  The  coun- 
ties to  be  heard  liom  were  represented  in  the  last 
legislature  by  friends  of  the  administration.  Should 
Ibis  again  be  Ihe  case,  Ihrn  the  whigs  will  have,  on 
joint  ballot,  a  clear  majority  of  11 — 8  in  the  senate, 
and  6  in  the  house.  If  there  be  any  gain  in  either 
county,  it  will  increase  the  majority  by  so  much. 

It  is  right  to  state,  that  though  the  Buncombe 
senator  is  claimed  for  Ihe  whigs,  some  doubt  exists 
as  to  his  eleclion,  Macon  and  Haywood  forming 
part  of  Ihe  senatorial  district,  which  counties  re- 
main to  be  heard  from. 

The  vote  for  governor,  at  the  last  accounts,  wa» 
as  follows:  Dudley  (Whig)  29,170;  Branch  (Ad.) 
IC,345.  At  the  last  i  lection,  Dudley's  majority 
over  Spaight  was  1,769. 

In  Kcntnchj,  the  result  will  not  much  vary  from 
that  of  last  year. 

Mabama.  A  slip  from  the  office  of  the  Mobile 
Mercantile  Advertiser  of  the  16lh  inst.  gives  the 
result  of  the  state  election  in  22  counties,  which 
have  returned  27  whigs  and  2G  Van  Euren  men. — 
In  the  congressional  district  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Lawlcr,  Mr.  Crabb.  the  whig  candi- 
date, was  upv^'ar(ls  of  700  ahead,  all  the  counties 
lieaid  from  but  one.  and  is  r.o  doubt  elected. 

Indiana.  The  Indiana  Journal  of  the  18th  con- 
tains returns  fiom  nearly  all  the  counties  in  the 
state,  and  says:  The  counties  to  be  heard  from, 
have  probably  elcctid  three  Whips  and  six  Van 
Bureii  men  lo  Ihe  house,  and  one  Whig  to  Ihe  se- 
nate. II  they  ha\e,paities  will  stand  in  Ihe  next  le- 
gislature: 

H'/ii'g.      r.  B.     Con.     Vnknoim. 

Senate,  30  17  0  0 

House,  r>a  i!7  3  1 


f8 


Whig  majority  over  all  other  parlies  30. 

i-Vo;;i  Illnivis,  the  returns  itidicate  the  election  of 
Messrs.  Dotis:lass,  Reynolds  and  Cas-ey  to  congress, 
and  Mefsrs.^Car/in  aid  Jlnderson  to  the  offices  of 
governor  and  lientenant  governor.  Thty  are  all 
friends  of  the  administration,  except  Mr.  Casey, 
who  is  ranked  among  the  conservatives.  We  have 
nothing  certain  in  relation  to  the  political  charac- 
ter ol  the  legislature. 

In  Misionri,  Mcssr".  Harrison  and  Miller  have 
been  elected  to  congress  by  handsome  majorities. 
A  majority  of  the  friends  of  the  adiiiitiistration  have 
also  been  elected  tncubers  of  Ihe  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 
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Banks,   Currency,   &.c 
"Globe"   that  directions  have  _ 

treasury  denartjnenl  to  the  director  ol  the  luiiit  at 
Philadelphia,  to  liave  dies  prepared  lor  coining  ea- 
Mes,  the  value  of  which  is  ten  dollars,  and  that  Ihey 
will'be  struck  with  all  convenient  despatch.  The 
coinage  of  the  eagle  ceased  in  1S04,  because  the 
erroneous  standard  of  our  gold  caused  it  to  be  ex- 
norted  almost  as  fast  as  struck.  The  exhibils  of 
the  mint  show  upwards  of  $1,300,000  of  this  coin 
to  have  been  struck. 

Governor  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  has  issued 
bis  proclamation,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  at 
the  late  session  of  the  legislature,  requiring  all  the 
banks  in  that  state  to  resume  payment  of  their 
debts  in  specie  on  or  before  the  3uth  iust. 

The  Charleston  Courier  slip  of  the  14th  instant, 
contains  an  official  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
banks  of  that  city,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
1st  September. 

Resumplion  in  Mississippi.  Ft  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  that  the  Vicksburg 
bank  has  arranged  lor  a  loan  of  #l,2((0,i)no,  and  the 
Planters'  bank  of  Miss,  for  a  loan  of  Iifl,5()(),0ll0, 
and  that  the  Mississippi  state  slock  ol  five  millions, 
issued  for  Ihe  establishment  of  the  Union  bank,  has 
been  so  far  negotiated  as  that  the  parties  are  author- 
ised to  draw  immediately  lor  two  millions.  These 
negocialions,  amounting  to  about  five  millions  in 
all,  have  been  made  at  Philadelphia,  chielly,  if  not 
wholly,  under  the  patronage  of  the  U.  S.  bank 
there,  and  will  enable  those  institutions  to  resume 
specie  paymerds  forthwith. 

Resumption  in  Mabamu.  The  Bank  of  Mobile 
has  invited  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the 
banks  in  Alabama,  to  be  convened  at  Blount 
Springs,  on  Ihe  17th  of  September,  lor  the  purpose 
of  proposing  and  taking  measures  for  a  simultane- 
ous and  early  resumplion  of  specie  payments. 

The  Milledgeville  Journal  of  Ihe  14lh  inst.  states 
that  major  Crawford,  president  ot  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  in'tenud  improvement,  has  succeeded 
in  negotiating  in  New  York  a  loan  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  to  carry  on  the  Western  and  AllanUc 
railroad  now  in  progress  by  the  slate  ol  Georgia, 
f.om  Ihe  Tennessee  line  to  (he  Chattahoochee. 

The  object  of  gen.  McDuffi-'s  contemplatedvisit 
to  Europe  is  the  negotiation  of  the  South  Carolina 
sl.ile  loan  for  the  reliel  of  Charleston,  granted  in 
favor  of  -hat  city  at  the  late  extra  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Bicknell's  Philadelphia  Reporter  of  Tuesday 
says — ''No  little  excitement  has  been  produced  in 
Philadelphia,  within  the  last  week,  by  the  extraor 
dinary  course  of  some  of  the  New  York  brokers. 
The>e  irentleinen  have,  in  some  instances,  forward- 
ed Philadelphia  bank  notes  to  this  cily,  and,  in  or- 
der 10  avoid  paying  a  lair  rate  for  exchange  on  New 
York,  have  demamled  the  specie  from  the  Philadef 
pliia  banks,  and  had  it  taken  to  the  commercial  em- 
porium. Much  indignation  has  been  produced  by 
this  conduct.  It  is  unfair,  as  well  towards  the 
Philadelphia  brokers  as  the  Philadelphia  banks,  and 
has  r'aturally  excited  censure." 

Revival  of  business.  We  understand  that  the 
western  merchants  are  giving  great  activity  to  trade 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  So  numerous  have 
been  their  orders  for  shoes  in  Lynn  and  Ihe  other 
towns  largely  engagfd  in  shoemaking,  that  they 
cannot  be  filleil  and  fully  com|died  with  under  two 
or  three  mmitlis;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
workmen  enough  to  supply  ihe  demand  even  in 
that  time.  [Boston  Advocate. 

At  St.  Louis,  on  the  13lh,  exchange  on  Philadel- 
phia was  at  2  to  2i  per  cent,  premium.  The  pre- 
sident of  the  Slate  Bank  had  returned  from  the  east, 
having  ellerted  a  sale  of  J(f24(),0()«  of  the  state 
boiids,  and  a  loan  of  another  sum  of  equal  or  great- 
er amount,  both  of  which  would  enable  the  bank 
to  proceed  on  a  tolerably  liberal  scale  in  giving  dis- 
counts. 

The  friends  of  governor  Rilner,  in  Fh;ladelphia, 
ind  in  various  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  celebrated 
Ihe  ISth  insl.  as  a  day  of  jubilee— that  being  Ihe 
day  on  which  the  banks  resiimeil  specie  payments 
in  obedience  to  his  proclamation. 

The  Philadelphia  American  Sentinel  says — "Wt 
understand  that  Ihe  collector  ol  the  port  'of  Pliila 
delphia  receives  the  notes  of  Ihe  Bank  of  ihe  U. 
Srale-,  Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  and  Farm- 
ers'ami  Michanics'  bank,  said  institutions  having 
notilii-d  him  that  they  have  resumed  sjiecie  pay- 
ments." 

Brandon   Bant,  of  Miss.     The   Natchez   Courier 
gives  a   slatenient"  of  the   affairs  of  Ihe    Brandon 
uaiik,  from  which  it  appears  that  its  liabilities  are 
St7,371,182 


learn   from   Ihe  i To  meet  which,  it  has  notes  and  bills  of 
been  given  by  the        planters  of  the  state,  .§7, 165,403 

Due  from  otherbanlis, chiefly 

out  of  the  state, 
Due  from   Iheir  cotton   and 

■otton  agency. 
Gold  and  silver. 
Premium  (.n  these  two  ilcins 
preceding  the  last, 

4^8,360,7.51 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  ol  the  bank        989,569 
Lari^e   sale.     The   estate  of  the  N.  York  Insii 
ranee  company.  No.  34  Wall  street,  has  been  sol 


396,796 


610,255 
38,292 


150,000 


steam  navigation,  Rnn.sey,  Filch  and  Fuiton  as  her 
sons,  to   s>-ize   upon   the   great  mechanical   agent 
which  their   genius    brought   into   the  service   of 
mankind,  and   by  its  potent  aid   restore  our  city  to 
the  first   rank  auiong   her  commercial  sisters,  give 
active  and    piofitable   employment  at  home  to  our 
capital,    now    contribuling    to   the    prosperity    of 
neighboring  cities,  and  bring  back  to  the  shores  of 
the  D.  laware,  the  forests  of  masts,  which  in  for- 
mer days  cheered  Ihe  hearts  of  our   latlurs,  and 
laid  the  broad  Ibum'ation  ol  onr  wealth  and  power. 
Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  livel\  satis- 
,",'"'  I  faction,  the    willingness   of  our  brethren   oi  Great 
Id  to    I,  ■,„.,.  °       .■        . 


George  Griswold,  esq.  for  the  sum  of  .$180,000.  To 
refresh  the  recollection  of  distant  readers,  it  is  pro- 
per to  say  that  the  estate  adjoins  Ihe  Bank  of  New 
York,which  is  on  Ihe  N.  E.  corner  ol  Wall  and 
William  streets.  It  is  48  feel  on  Wall  St.,  and  117 
feet  deep,  and  fronts  of  course  on  Ihe  new  Mer- 
chants' Exchange:  Ihe  buildings  of  no  value.  It  is 
the  largest  frontingon  the  Exchange,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  a  single  ownership,  and  probably  as  dtsira- 
ble  an  estate  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  ciiy,  and  we 
might  just  a«  well  say — in  ihe  world.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  the  company  who  have  just  sold  it,  about 
the  year'lSOO  for  ;!S17,000,  including  however  20 
feet  more  of  depth,  which  was  sold  some  years  aso 
to  lengthen  the  lots  on  Pine  street,  lor  $20,000. 
making  the  total  amount  of  sales  $200,000.  It  was 
not  without  great  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  Ihe  pru- 
dent directors  of  that  day,  nor  until  one  of  them  more 
daringlhan  the  rest  declared  that  he  would  buy  it  if 
the  comparev  did  not,  that  they  ventured  tlie 
S'17,fl00.  That  wa=  before  the  destiny  of  Wall  street 
was  understood.  Thepurchase  is  understood,  and 
we  believe  avowed,  lobe  in  connexion  with  Mr.  /^l- 
sop  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  "Bank  of  the  U. 
States  inNew  York."  The  capital  of  this  institution, 
it  will  he  recollected,  is  .§200.000,  which,  with  Ihe  j  ii'ei'eiilion  ol  Mr.  Paddock,   last  winter,   whilst  in 


ritain  to  co-operate  v\ith  us  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  great  enterprize  by  a  liberal  subscription  for 
the  construction  ol  one  or  more  steam  vessels  to 
plv  between  London,  Liverpool,  and  Philadelphia; 
and  that  in  order  lo  combine  the  capital  of  citizens 
of  both  countries  lor  the  altainment  of  that  object, 
and  place  its  success  upon  a  basis  commanding  uni- 
versal confidence,  a  committee  of  ten  be  apjiointed 
to  report  a  plan  of  association,  and  such  oilier  mat- 
ters as  may  appear  to  them  adiisable  at  an  adjourn- 
ed meriing  to  be  held  in  Ihe  Philadelphia  Exchange 
at  the  call  of  said  commitlee. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Ihe  chairman  have 
power  to  appoint  the  commitlee  alter  adjournment. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  Trevor, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secretary  be  ad- 
ded to  the  committee. 

N.  BiDDLE,  Chairman. 

Capt.vin  Davidson's  case.  We  copy  the  lol- 
ini;  letter  from  the  Quebec  Mercury.  Our  readers 
will  doubtless  remember  Ihe  case  to  which  it  relers 
— the  arrest  of  capt.  Davidson,  at  Fort  Covington, 
in  this  state,  upon  a  wiit  sued  out  by  a  Mr.  Pad- 
dock, a  custom-house  officer,  in  an  action  for  lalse 
imprisonment,  lo  recover  damages  for  the  arrest  and 


biiililing  to  be  erected  on  Ihe  lot.  will  be  pret 
ty  well  used  up.  All  the  circumstances  have  con- 
firmed the  opinion  \\'htch  we  expressed  s<''me  days 
a^'o,  but  took  back  again  for  want  of  a  posiliveness 
of  evidence,  that  the  Bank  of  Ihe  Uniteil  Stales  is 


the  chief  party  in  this  movement,  and  that  it  is  in-  '  rested  Mr.  Paddock. 


Lower  Canada  on  business,  under  suspicion  of  be- 
ing a  spy  for  the  in.Miigents.  Lord  Dniliam,  it  will 
be^seen,  undertakes  lo  indemnify  Capt.  Davidson  if 
the  suit  goes  against  him:  and  this  is  right  enough, 
if  the  captain  was  actinj  under  ordeis  when  he  ar- 


t»nded  lo  be  in  fact,  what  its  name  describes,  "The 
l?ank  of  the  Uniled  Slates  (of  Penn.)  in  New- 
York."  The  purchase,  at  any  rate,  now  made,  is 
considered  a  good  one,  and  is  made  by  gentlemen 
v>ho  know  very  well  what  Ihey  are  about. 

[N.  V.  Jour.  Com. 

Buenos  Ayres.  Recent  advices  slate  that 
things  were  assuming  a  serious  aspect  since  the 
approval  of  the  course  of  gov.  Rosas,  by  the  legis- 
lature. The  port  was  being  fortified,  and  govern 
ment  had  already  puichascd  several  vessels  lo  be 
armed  as  men  of  war,  under  the  command  of  admi- 
ral Brown,  who  had  again  been  called  into  active 
service. 

The  operations  of  the  flotilla  would  at  first  be 
confined  to  the  protection  of  coasting  vessels, 
against  Ihe  launches  of  Ihe  blockading  squaflron. 
This  will  inevitably  bring  on  a  conHict  which  will 
be  the  precursor  of  a  \'. ar  with  powder  and  ball  in- 
stead of  protocols. 

Atlantic  steam  navigation.  At  a  meeting 
of  Ihe  citizens,  held  in  the  room  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Merchants'  Exchange,  Philadelphia,  An- 
:;ust  23,  1838,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  for- 
ward Ihe  plan  for  a  communication  by  steam  pack- 
ets between  that  city  and  Europe,  Nicholas  Bid- 
DLE  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Fredenclc  Fruley 
appointed  secretary, 

Mr.  Fraley  stated  to  Ihe  meeting  the  purpose  for 
which  they  had  met,  and  Ihe  motives  which  were 
olli  red  for  action,  and  prej.etited  Ihe  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  siicress  which  has  atfeniled 
the  recent  elibrl  to  establish  a  communication  by 
steam  vessels  between  Ihe  city  of  New  Yoik  and 
the  commercial  cities  ol  England,  has  given  a  new 
aspect  to  Ihe  intercouise  which  will  hereafter  take 
place  beUveen  the  United  States  anti  Europe,  and 
demands  frinn  Ihe  citizens  of  Philadelphia  cordial 
and  united  exertions  lo  secure  for  onr  own  metro- 
polis not  only  a  participation  in  Ihe  advantages  of 
that  inlerconrse,  but  Ihe  means  also  of  availina;  our- 
selves of  the  commanding  and  central  position  v\e 
occupy  in  lelalion  to  the  vast  territory  which  forms 
the  interir>r  stale  of  the  American  union,  now  con- 
nected with  our  port  by  the  magnificent  system  of 
inlernal  improvement  of  our  own  commonwealth 
and  those  of  other  stales,  for  Ihe  enlargement  of 
our  commerce  and  the  full  developement  of  our  re- 
sources. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  eminently  onr  duty  as  Penn- 
sylvanians,  cherishing  Ihe  recollection  lliat  our  no- 
ble  commonwealth  claims   the  great  inventors  of 


IN.  Y.  Com.  Jdv. 


Castle  of  SI.  Lewis,  Jlug.  14,  1838. 

My  Lord:  In  obeilience  lo  your  excellency's  di- 
rections, I  have  inquired  into  Ihe  circumstances  at- 
tending the  arrest  of  Mr.  Davidson,  at  Fort  Coving- 
Ion,  as  slated  by  his  biother,  who  came  here  to  de- 
mand the  interference  of  Ihe  Biitish  goverumentiti 
his  behalf. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  I  have  explained  to  Mr.  Da- 
vidson, that  this  is  a  matter  in  which  the  govern- 
ment cannot  at  present  communicate  officially  with 
that  of  the  United  Slates.  The  latter  government 
has  not  yet  interfered.  An  American  citizen,  in 
his  private  capacity,  has  instituted  proceedings  to 
which  his  government  or  its  magistrates  are  no 
parlies.  He  has  sued  out  a  writ,  and  commenced 
an  action,  on  most  unjustifiable  grounds.  But  in 
the  United  States  as  in  Great  Britain,  the  govern- 
ment and  its  magistrates  have  noriiscretion  in  such 
matters.  Wrils  in  civil  suits  are  issued  as  matters 
of  course;  norcan  the  govcrnmeul  in  either  country 
interfere  to  stop  anv  proceedings  which  an  indivi- 
dual may  think  proper  to  institute  thereon.  The 
British  'government  has  no  reason  to  presume  that 
Mr.  Daiidsonwill  not  recci\e  the  utmo.st  rediess 
that  its  own  laws  otter  in  similar  cases;  that  the 
courts  in  Ihe  slate  of  New  York  will  not  acknow- 
ledge Ml.  Davidson's  plea,  that  he  acted  under  the 
authority  of  the  government  of  Canada,  and  amerce 
his  vexatious  prosecution  in  costs,  or  entertain  a 
counter-action  aiiainsl  him.  AV'hen  Ihe  courts  of 
law  ill  the  Uniled  Stales  decide  that  the  authority 
of  Ihe  British  goveinment  is  insufficient  lo  maintain 
Ihe  acts  of  ils  officers  in  its  own  territories,  it  will 
then  be  time  for  it  to  interfere. 

In  Ihe  mean  lime  Mr.  Davidson  must,  as  I  have 
advised  him,  give  bail  to  the  action;  a  step  wliich, 
instead  of  amounting,  as  he  seems  to  imagine,  to  a 
confession  of  Ihe  justice  of  Ihe  proceeding,  shows 
that  he  means  to  disputp  it.  It  is  not,  however, 
just  or  politic  that  the  British  government  should 
allow  ils  subjects  lo  be  harrassed  by  the  expense  of 
vexatious  persecutions  for  ad- done  under  its  au- 
thority. 1  have,  Iheielore,  inlbrined  Mr.  Davidson 
that,  should  it  appear  on  Ihe  trial  that  these  pro- 
ceedings are  insliluled  on  tlie  ground  of  acts  le- 
eallv  done  by  him  in  the  dischar^ie  of  his  iliily  as  a 
British  officer  or  subject,  the  government  will  indem- 
nify him  lor  any  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  this 
bel'iall.  I  have' given  directions  to  adopt  any  mea- 
sures that  may  be  calculated  to  aid  Mr.  Davidson  in 
procuring  the  most  full  and  efficient  defence. 

The  circumstance  is  no  dould  calculated  lo  create 
much  excitement  on  the  frontier.  A  singular  per- 
version of  the  civil  law  of  neighboiing  states  seems 
to  have  been  attempted  for  the  purpose  of  harassing 
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and  tonilyirii;  tliose  who  most  eliiciently  do  llieir 
duty  t.)  her  majesty.  But  1  shouUi  hope  that  the 
feeliiio;  ciiu^t  hive  been  cilineJ  by  the  perception  ol' 
the  lact,  that  aolhiui;  lias  yet  occurred  to  iirtclude 
all  those  thus  aggrieved  or  menaced  from  tru.stiiie; 
to  the  usual,  but  effectual,  relief  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  justice  in  the  stute  of  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  ex'celltncy's  most 
obedient  servant,  Chakles  Buller, 

•  CUief  secretary. 

Duties  ok  m.\nuf.\cturf.s  op  silk.  It  i.i 
stated  in  the  New  Yorii  Star  that  in  February  last 
the  then  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  gov.  Wolf, 
issued  a  circular,  by  which  a  duly  of  12  1-2  per 
cent,  was  to  he  charged  on  all  silk  laces,  and  25 
per  cent,  on  silk  hosiery  and  silk  glures,  which  since 
the  i.assage  of  the  act  of  tlie  2d  of  March,  1833, 
had  been  entcied  as  free.  Remonstrances  were 
forwarded  to  the  comptroller  against  the  said  du- 
ties, when  the  following  letter  was  received: 

TnK.\SUKY    CEr.\nT.ME\T, 

f'^r.'!!  coinplroller's  office,  .IprilAlh.  1S3S. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  5lh  ultimo  was 
duly  received,  in  reference  to  the  duty  properly 
chargeable  on  silk  gloves,  hosiery,  and  laces. 

Beinir  of  opinion  that  the  compromise  act  of  the 
2rt  of  March,  1833,  has  released  from  duty  all 
manvfacUires  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  the  coini:o- 
jient  material  of  chief  value,  coming  from  this  side 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk,  until 
the  3;ith  of  June,  lS-12,  I  have  authorized  the  col- 
lector at  -Vew  York  to  revise  the  entries  of  such  of 
the  articles  mentioned,  in  a  way  that  I  have  no 
doubt  will  be  perlectly  sa.i.sfactory  to  every  one 
interested. 

For  more  particular  information,  I  refer  you  to 
hi:n.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  cbd't  scrv't, 
J.  N.  B.ARKEn,  coin/itroUcr. 

The  Star  adds — "This  morning  a  "Circular"  was 
received  in  which  said  duties  w  f re  ••revived"  akA 
further,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ordered  on  all  siVA- 
ribbons,  and  on  all  goods  composed  of  silk  and  collon, 
winch,  as  it  will  be  perceived  by  the  comptroller's 
letter,  lie  eipiesslij  designates  as  free." 

The  explorin'g  s(jc'.\dro.\  sailed  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  last.  A 
list  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  expedition  shall 
have  a  place  in  the  next  "Register." 

The  Norlnlk  Beacon  of  Tuesday  says — We  learn 
from  the  intellijent  pilot  who  conducted  the  squa- 
dron lo  sea,  that  he  left  the  I'inccnues  at  9  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Cape 
Henry,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the  north.  The  of- 
ficers and  crews  were  in  excellent  spirits,  and  all 
were  rejoiced  that  they  were  fairly  embarked  on 
their  interesting  mission.  The  iiiiot  describes  the 
sight  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  about  the  flag 
ship,  all  under  full  sail,  as  highly  pleasing.  He 
declareil  that  he  never  saw  men  inoie  bent  on  ac- 
complishing all  nilhin  Iheir  power  for  the  honor 
and  :;lory  of  the  navy  and  of  the  country — all  were 
full  of  lii'e  and  zeal. 

As  there  was  a  rumor  afloat  respecting  some 
show  of  muliny  on  board  the  Peacock,  it  may  be 
well  to  stale  that  there  was  no  fcundalion  for  such 
a  statement,  aid  that  a  single  sailor  only  used  im- 
proper Idiiguago,  for  which  he  was  duly  tried  by 
court  martial  an.l  punished. 

Success  and  favoring  gales  attend  the  squadion. 
The  officers  have  much  to  contend  with,  apart 
from  tiie  novelty  of  their  enlerprize,  and  its  uncer- 
tain issue;  but  we  trust  that  they  will  all  come 
forth  like  men,  and  by  lluir  boldness  and  skill, 
whether  successful  or  not,  mingle  their  names  with 
the  dLStinici  of  their  service. 

low.v.  The  lands  in  Iowa,  commonly  called 
Black  Hawk's  purchase,  will  be  offered  for  sale,  it 
is  expected,  in  about  t,\o  months. 

There  is  a  project  for  connecting  the  Wisconsin 
river  with  the  Fox  river,  by  two  canals  at  different 
points.  One  of  them  is  the  Portage  canal,  of  502 
rods  in  length,  seven  feet  deep,  fifty  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom,  and  seventy  at  top.  Contracts  are  mak 
ing  at  Green  bay  for  the  construction  of  this  canal 
The  other  canal  is  the  Marquette  and  Kentucky 
city  canal,  which  is  mare  than  thirty  miles  in  lenglh. 
for  subscription  to  the  stock  of  w  hich  books  are  in 
a  few  days  to  be  opened  in  Philadelphia.  The  Fox 
river  Transportation  company  has  competed  its 
arrangements  for  the  Iransporlalion  of  emigrants 
and  merchandise  from  Green  bay  to  the  Portage  of 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers;  and  the  boats  of  the 
company  started  on  their  first  trip  on  the  24lh  of 
May,  freighted  with  goods,  Re.  for  the  interior. 

Cotton  trade  of  Natchez,  Miss.  During 
the  season  of  1837  and  1S38,  41,787  bales  of  cotton 
were  shipped  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  viz: 


By  Miss.  Shipping  Co.  to  Liverpool,  36,210 

"      "  Boston,        1,DS3  37.793 

From  Dunbar's  Press  to  Liverpool,  2,1 1.") 

By  sundry  merchants,  Boston,  1,849 

Total  to  Liverpool,  38,355 

"       Boston,  3,432 


On  publishing  the  above  statement,  the  Natchez 
Courier  remarks:  Although  llie  number  of  bales  is 
small  compared  with  the  shi|)nienls  made  during 
the  same  period  from  New  Orleans,  yet  the  state- 
ment possesses  great  interest  from  the  conclusive 
evidence  which  it  allbrds,  not  only  of  the  practica- 
bility of  ilirect  shipments  lo  foreign  ports,  but  of 
the  ability  and  disposition  of  our  people  to  adopt  il 
upon  an  extensive  scale.  We  are  informed  that 
more  than  double  llie  number  of  bales  would  have 
been  shipped,  had  there  been  facilities  for  com- 
pressing them.  During  the  next  season,  this  diffi- 
culty will  be  obviated  by  the  extensive  arrange- 
ments now  making  by  the  Shipping  Company  and 
Dunbar's  Steam  Press',  v.  hich  will  enable  these  two 
establishments  to  despatch,  in  good  older,  150, 0(1(1 
bales  at  least.  The  Shipping  Company  will  be 
able  to  store  about  10,000  bales  in  fire-proof  sheds, 
at  one  time,  which  will  be  a  great  accommodation 
lo  planters  shipping  their  own  crops. 

The  Natchez.  This  noble  vessel  which  does 
so  much  honor  lo  the  naval  architects  and  mechan- 
ics of  Baltimore,  reached  the  city  of  Natchez  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant.  It  is  slated  in  the 
Bulletin  that  she  performed  the  liip  from  New  Or- 
leans in  forty-one  hours,  a  speed  not  often  surpass- 
ed by  the  swiftest  boats  on  the  rivi  r.  Herarrival 
was  "hailed  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstra- 
tions of  joy  by  the  citizens  of  Natchez,  and  is  thus 
announced  in  the  columns  of  the  Courier. 

[[inllimore  .'hncrican. 
.'Ill   hail  to   the  ocean   child  of . Mississippi.' — .Irrival 
of  -'The  Nalche:,''  of  Natchez. 

This  magnificent  bulwark  of  Mississippi  enter- 
prize,  which  has  excited  the  admiration  of  all  who 
iiave  seen  her,  and  won  for  "the  cotton  state"  a 
proud  name  in  the  annals  of  commerce,  arrived  at 
this  port  early  yesterday  afternoon.  She  first  came 
in  sight  of  "the  home  of  her  fathers"  at  about  hall 
past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  sounded  her  approach 
in  our  ears  by  a  copious  salute  of  thunder  from  the 
cannon's  mouth.  Suddenly  tbe  bold  front  of  oiir 
blult  hills  presented  an  animated  array  of  citizens, 
in  whose  every  eye  the  feeling  of  honest  pride  glis- 
tened as  they  gazed  with  a  pleasurable  anxiely  upon 
the  nearing  consummation  of  their  brightest  hope 
of  state  iriiiependence. 

Another  boom!  'Tis  responded  by  "Old  Sara- 
toga," the  stand-bv  ol  our  artillery,  and  lo,  another! 
Yes,  "The  .Mississippi."  poised  on  the  lower  bluff, 
also  mingles  her  voice  with  the  elements,  to  wel- 
come to  an  anchorage  the  ocean  star  of  her  god-mo 
tlier  state.  Tlie  alternate  bursts  of  mutual  congra- 
tulation were  kept  up  by  "The  Natchez,"  "Old 
Saratoga,"  and  "The  Mississippi,"  with  such  soul 
stirring  ert'ect  that  like  the  nod  of  Jupiter  they 
shook  the  surrounding  elements  to  '.heir  centre. 
"The  Naichez,"  as  if  on  fairy  loot,  passed  swiftly 
along  before  the  gaze  of  a  host  of  spectators  and 
came  to  her  moorings  in  the  Cotton  Press  region,  tht 
upper  environs  of  the  city. 

MusKiNCU.M  RIVER.  Amongihe  objects  of  in- 
ternal improvement  about  to  be  |irosecuted  by  the 
state  of  Ohio,— for  be  it  reinembere<l  that  the  slates 
which  have  gone  most  liberally  into  the  system  are 
those  which  are  most  anxious  for  its  extension,— 
is  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mus- 
kingum river,  by  clearing  out  the  channel  and  by 
tlic'lrcction  at  s'uitable  points  of  locks  and  dams. 
For  some  time  past,  great  and  well  fuiinded  dissa- 
tisfaction existed  throughout  the  iMuskineum  val- 
ley, at  the  determination  to  which  the  state  com- 
missioners had  come,  of  having  the  locks  of  such 
limited  di.iiensions  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  pas- 
sage of  steamboats  through  them.  It  is  stati d, 
however,  in  the  Zinesville  Republican  of  the  18th 
instant  that  the  commissioners,  "at  their  recent  ses- 
sion in  Columbus,  after  a  full  investigation  of  all 
the  facts  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the 
river  Muskingum,  have  rescinded  Iheir  order  lor 
reducing  the  size  of  the  locks;  and  upon  the  array 
j  of  fads  and  arguments  addressed  by  the  indefatisa- 
i  ble  committees  of  Washington,  Morgan,  and  Mus- 
I  kingiim  counties,  they  agreed  lo  increase  the  size 
thereof  from  150  to  r75  feet  long,  and  fiom  34  to 
36  feet  in  width.  This  will  be  joyful  intelligence 
I  to  the  people  not  only  along  the  jluskingum  valley. 
I  but  to  others  who  are  less  directly  interested  in  the 
I  improvement."  [Baltimore  Jlmerican. 


The  Faulkla.nd  Islands.  The  whale  ship 
general  Williams,  of  New  London,  which  lately 
arrived  at  that  purl,  was  ordered  olf  from  the  coasts 
of  the  Falkland  islands,  by  a  notification  in  the  fol- 
lowing lorm.  It  will  be  remenibered  that  the 
British  government  expelled  Ihe  Argeulme  fiag 
Irom  these  islands  some  years  since. 
By  command  of  the  governor  of  the  Faulklands 
islands  or  Malvinas. 
Sir:  The  British  government  having  taken  pos- 
session ol  the  whole  of  these  islands,  it  is  their  di- 
rections that  all  loreign  vessels  are  not  lo  fish  or 
seal  round  oi  near  them.  You  are  hereby  warned 
lo  leave  the  coast  as  soon  as  possible.  After  Ihe 
1st  day  ol  June,  1838,  all  vessels  found  here  or  at 
any  other  port,  will  be  proceeded  against,  being 
considered  as  trespassers. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  J.  Scott, 
Master  of  H.  B.  M.  ketch    Sparrow,   (pro)    the  go- 
vernor of  the  Malvinas,  1th  May,  1838. 

Death  of  Daponte.  Signor  Lorenzo  Dapnnte 
being  a  resident  of  this  city,  died  here  on  the  17th 
msl.al  the  advanced  ageolSO.  His  celebrated  operas, 
written  lor  Mozart,  have  given  him  a  name  nil  over 
the  world.  The  Sunday  Morning  News  states  that 
I'ewas  a  Venetian  and  native  of  Oriifrfa,  educated  for 
the  church, and  allerwards  from  his  fine  poetic  talents 
and  passion  for  music,  that  he  became  a  prominent 
personin  the  court  of  the  emperor,  Joseph  1 1,  ol  Aus- 
tria. Under  his  special  prolection,  he  formed  a  close 
friendship  with  the  celebrated  Mozart,  which  led  to 
the  production  of  these  admired  operas,  Giovannia, 
Marriage  of  Figaro,  kc.  in  which  the  poelry  of 
Daponte  is  no  less  eternized  by  its  own  beauties 
than  by  the  divine  music  in  which  it  is  embalmid. 
After  Ihe  decease  of  .Mozart,  who  died  in  his  friend 
Daponte's  arms,  the  poet  went  to  London,  and  there 
for  years  was  intimately  associated  with  the  early 
eflbrts  lo  introduce  a  more  perfect  Italian  opera. 
From  thence  signor  Daponte  came  lo  America, 
where  he  has  resided  32  years,  chiefly  in  this  city, 
and  to  his  indefatigable  exertions,  commanding  ta- 
lents, and  prok.und  literary  attainments,  are  we 
mainly  indebted  for  the  taste  every  where  dilfusrd 
in  our  country  for  the  music  and  language  of  his 
native  land.  He  has  been  the  Cadmus  to  whom 
we  owe  an  unpayable  debt  for  these  inappreciable 
gifts.  His  memory  will  endure;  for  both  his  native 
and  and  adopted  coiinlry  have  been  honored  by  his 
disinlerested  labors  and  passionate  devotion  to  Ihe 
arts  which  he  cultivated.  As  a  Latin  ami  Hebrew 
scholar  he  had  peihaps  no  equal  or  superior  here. 
[A'.  Y.  Express. 

Admirai.  La  Brt.to.nniere.  The  Courier  des 
Flats  Unis  copies  Irom  Ihe  29th  volume  of  Vic- 
tories, 8tc.  of  the  French,  the  following  notice  of 
.Admiral  la  Brelonniere,  now  in  command  of  the 
ships  ol  war  Dido  and  Berger,  at  present  in  our 
harbor.  After  noticing  the  part  taken  by  this  offi- 
cer in  the  battle  of  Navarin,  in  which  he  was  se- 
verely wounded,  the  Ibllowing  is  added. 

[N.  Y.  Jimerican. 

Captain  la  Bretonnicre.  now  rear  admiral,  is  one 
of  Ihe  officers  of  the  marine  of  the  republic  and  of 
the  empire,  still  living,  who  have  served  in  the 
most  active  manner,  and  taken  part  in  a  great  num- 
bei  of  battles.  He  ))arlicularly  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  unforlnnate  battle  of  Trafalgar,  where 
he  was  a  lieutenant,  first  adjutant  of  rear  admiral 
Magon.  We  have  described  in  our  vol.  XVI.  Ihe 
admirable  defence  of  rear-admiral  Magon,  with  his 
ship.  \Ue  Alcesir.T!  of  74  guns,  .-urair.sl  tlie  Enplifh 
ship  Thunderer  of  SO  guns,  and  Ibehonorabledeath 
of  this  brave  admiral.  The  fiie  of  the  enemy  hav- 
ing cut  olf.  besides  this  worthy  chief,  all  Ihe  offi- 
cers superior  in  rank  to  Mr.  La  Bretonniere,  he 
found  himself  invested  with  the  command  of  the 
Algesiras,  and  had  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty 
of  surrendering  her  to  the  enemy,  after  having  de- 
fended her  lo  the  last  extremity.  When  Ihe  tem- 
pest which  arose  on  Hie  next  day  afler  the  bailie 
and  dispersed  the  Engli>-li  fleet,  inspired  in  some 
portions  of  Ihe  French  crews,  lelt  on  board  their 
captured  vessels,  the  bold  idea  of  re-taking  them, 
IVIr.  La  Bretonniere  look  the  Algesiras  fiom  Ihe 
enemy.  an<l  although  she  was  dismasted  of  all  her 
masts',  he  carried  her  into  the  harbor  of  Cadiz,  vith 
eight  siMinen  of  the  English  ship  Thunderer,  whom 
in  their  turn  he  made  prisoners. 

Baron's  confession.  The  Rochester  papers 
of  the  16th  and  17th  instant  contain  a  short  paper, 
purpoiling  lo  be  the  confession  of  Octaviiis  Baron, 
recently  executed  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Lyman — 
as  follows: 

The  confession.  I,  Octavins  Baron,  sentenced  to 
'die  on  to-morrow,  25tb  of  July,  for  the  murder  of 
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William  Lyman,  do  declare  that  Thomas  Beniict 
and  Leon  Fluett  are  entirely  innocent  of  any  parti- 
cipation in  the  commission  of  this  crime— that  they 
were  not  acd  ssaries  before  or  alter  (he  fact — that 
they  had  no  knowledge  whatsoever  of  this  murder 
but  what  they  received  in  common  with  other  citi- 
zens on  the  morning  of  my  arrest. 

I  make  this  solemn  declaration  for  the  pvirpose  of 
repairing  the  injury  which.those  innocent  persons 
may  have  sustained  from  any  previous  confession 
of  mine,  and  also  of  protecting  them  from  punish- 
ment for  a  crime  of  which  they  are  as  innocent  as 
any  other  citizen. 

I  furthermore  declare,  lest  any  other  person 
might  be  suspected  or  charged  with  a  participation 
of  the  murder,  that  I  had  no  accomplice  in  the 
committing  of  it. 

About  to  appear  in  a  few  hours  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  God,  from  whom,  through  the  merits 
of  my  Redeemer,  I  hope  for  mercy,  1  do  hope  that 
this  my  last  and  dying  confession  will  set  aside  all 
my  previous  confessions,  and  restore  lo  liberty  and 
society,  those  now  indicted  for  tlie  crime  of  which 
I  am  about  to  suffer,  and  of  which  I  alone  am 
guilty. 

While  with  a  heart  broken  with  sorrow  for  this 
and  all  my  other  sins,  I  am  perfectly  resigned  lo 
the  execution  of  the  just  sentence  pronounced 
against  me,  I  imploringly  entreat  young  men  in 
general  to  attend  to  the  practical  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion,  for  vvith  the  neglect  of  these 
duties,  in  opposition  to  advice  and  fiequent  solici- 
tation, commenced  the  unfortunate  career  which 
has  led  to  the  commission  of  the  crime  for  which  1 
must  to-morrow  suffer. 

Octave   Baho.v. 

The  above  confession  was  made  and  signed  in 
the  presence  of  Horace  Gay,  esq.  and  Ephraiui 
Gilbert,  the  jailer. 


Any  suggestions  which  were  thus  ccadc,  whether 
by  myself  or  others,  were  simply  acts  of  common 
duty.  They  might,  or  might  not,  prove  advanta- 
geous, and  involved  no  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
those  who  made  them. 

Commodore  HnLL,  on  the  contrary,  assumed  all 
the  responsibility  for  the  success  of  those  which 
he  adopted.  Jf  they  had  proved  injurious,  he 
would  liave  been  held  accountable  to  the  service 
and  the  country.  If  they  proved  advantageoui, 
the  principal,  if  not  the  whole,  merit  should  cer- 
tainly be  his  due.  This  principle  is  universal  in 
military  and  naval  service,  and  to  oflicers  this  state- 
ment is  unnecessary,  as  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple is  well  understood  by  them. 

It  certainly  has  always  been  well  understood  by 
commodore  Hull  and  myself,  between  whom  the 
most  friendly  personal  and  professional  feelings 
have  existed,  uninterruptedly,  for  nearly  40  years. 
To  prevent  any  cause  for  its  being  now  interrupted 
by  the  statements  of  others,  is  the  principal  obj-ect, 
and  will,  1  trust,  be  considered  a  sufficient  apology 
for  this  communication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  C.  MORRIS. 

Washlnglon,  Avg.  21,  183S. 


THE  NAVY. 
From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  2illh  inst. 
Messrs.  Gales  &.  Seatox:  I  notice  in  the 
"Madisonian"  of  to-day  an  article  taken  from  the 
"Philadelphia  Ledger,"  headed  "The  Navy,"  the 
writer  of  which,  not  satisfied  with  attempting  to 
detract  from  some  of  tlie  senior  olficers  of  the  navy, 
has  ventured  to  give  credit  to  one  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  another.  He  says,  in  speaking  of  commo- 
dore MoRBis  aj  a  member  of  the  board  of  na\v 
commissioners,  "An  accomplished  seaman,  a  brave 
and  successful  officer,  a  worthy  man,  and  cniilled 
to  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  nation  for  saving 
the  frigate  Constitution  in  her  celebrated  chase  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war." 

Commonora  Blorris,  at  the  time  referred  lo,  was 
but  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  saving  the  noble  frigate  than  he 
had  with  the  order  to  "let  every  thing  go  by  the 
un,"  when  the  breeze  first  struck  her,  or  with  the 
■elehrated  exclamation  of  the  "gallant  Hull,"  im- 
nediately  after  the  first  broadside  fired  from  the 
Constitution,  in  her  engagement  witli  the  Guer- 
iere:  "Hurrah,  boys,  we've  made  a  brig  of  herl" 

Commodore  Hull  commanded  the  Constitution 
u  both  instances,  and  to  hijn  belong  tlie  credit  and 
he  glory  of  the  escape  and  the  capture. 

Commodore  Morris  liad  received  lull  credit  for 
he  honorable  part  he  bore  in  those  affairs. 

The  exceeding  modesty  of  commodore  Hull 
jrompted  him,  on  his  arrival  in  Boston,  alter  the 
ftght  between  the  Constitution  and  the  Guerriere 
to  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  "The  Cradle  of  Li- 
berty" a  transfer  of  a  part  of  their  acclamations  to 
his  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Morris.  We  shall  see  if 
similar  promptings  are  responded  to  in  anotlier 
quarter.  jj 

Washington,  Aug.  13,  1833. 

From  the  Intelligencer  of  the  22J  insl. 

To  THE  EDITORS — Gentlemen:  Your  corres- 
pondent, E,  in  the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday,  first 
brought  to  iny  notice  the  quotation  vvliich  form's  the 
subject  of  his  article. 

In  the  chase,  to  which  allusion  is  made,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Constitution  was  sufficiently  hazardous 
for  many  hours,  to  require  the  united  exertions  and 
resources  ol  all,  and  to  justify  tlie  respectliil  su''- 
gcstion  of  any  additional  measure  that  mi^ht  in- 
crease the  chances  for  escape.  Such  suo-g'estions 
were  occasionally  made  by  myself  and  sev?ral  other 
officers— some,  which  met  the  approval  of  ourcom- 
maiidev,  were  adopted.  That  he  was  willino-  to 
receive  and  act  upon  such  suggestions  cannot  cer- 
aiiily  be  considered  as  reflecting  upon  his  well- 
known  skill  or  judgment.  He  had  too  much  of 
both  to  entertain  any  unworthy  jealousy  of  other=; 
if  caance  enabled  them  to  recollect  somethin<^ 
which  under  l!ie  circumstances  of  the  lime,  h% 
might  have  omitted. 


THE  AR:.iY- OFFICIAL. 

GE.N'ERAL    ORDERS,    NO.    29. 

War  department,  adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  .dug.  IS,  1S3S. 
I.  The  following  regulation  relative  to  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  to  officiate  as  chaplains  at  cer- 
tain posts  and  military  stations,  in  conformity  with 
the  l.?th  section  of  the  act  of  July  5,  1833,  has  been 
received  from  the  war  department,  and  is  published 
lor  general  information: 
"]Var  department,  Washington,  Migust  1,1838. 

1.  The  council  of  administration,  on  being  duly 
instituted,  agreeably  to  army  regulations,  are  em- 
powered to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  such  per- 
sons as  they  may  think  proper  to  officiate  as  chap- 
lain; and  the  name  of  the  person  so  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed will  be  reported  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post  to  the  war  office,  through  the  adjutant 
general. 

2.  The  chaplain  employed  at  any  military  post 
will  be  required  to  peiform  the  duties  of  school- 
master, under  such  regulations  as  may  be  establish- 
ed by  tlie  council  of  administration,  approved  by 
the  commanding  officer.  He  will  teach  and  instruct 
the  children  of  the  private  soldier,  as  \vell  as  of  tlic 
officer. 

3.  The  compensation  of  the  post  chaplain  will 
be  determined  by  the  council  ol  administration, 
subject  lo  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  war; 
but  his  monthly  pay  will  not  exceed  forty  dollars, 
in  addition  to  which,  he  will  be  allowed  foiir  rations 
per  day,  with  fuel  and  quarters  provided  for  a  cap- 
tain. 

■1.  The  military  posts  at  which  chaplains  are  to 
be  employed  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  congress, 
will  be  selected  by  the  secietary  of  war,  and  be 
announced  in  general  orders;  the  number  is  limited 
to  twenty.  J.  R.  POINSETT." 

II.  The  following  is  a  list  of  posts  at  which  chap- 
lains are  authorized  to  be  employed  agreeablv  to 
the  above  regulations: 
No. 


Names  of  Posts. 

1  Hancock  Barracks, 

2  Fort  Gratiot, 

3  Fort  Brady, 

4  Fort  Winnebago, 

5  Fort  Snelling, 

6  Fort  Crawford, 

7  Fort  Leavenworlli 

8  Jefferson  Barracks, 

9  Fort  Gibson, 

10  Fort  Jesiip, 

11  FortTowson, 

12  Fort  Monroe, 

13  Fort  Pike, 

14  Fort  Morgan, 
13  Fort  Pickens, 

By  order; 


States  or  Terriinritr.. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Michigan. 

Wisconsin  territory. 
Upper  Mississippi. 
Wisconsin  territory. 
Mis.souri  territory. 
Missouri. 

Arkansas  tcrrilory. 
Louisiana. 
Arkansas  terrifoiy. 
Virginia. 
Louisiana. 
Alabama. 
Florida. 
R.  JONES,  a'lftgcnU. 


GE\ER.'\L    ORDERS    NO.    2. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jugust  11,  1S3S. 

The  following  disposition  will  be  made  of  the 
troops  approaching  this  frontier,  from  the  Cherokee 
country: 

1st.  On  reaching  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artillery,  will  de- 
tach three  companies  under  the  officer  next  in  com- 
mand to  the  Michigan  frontier,  to  report  to  brig, 
gen.  Brady,  at  Detroit;  and  one  at  Fort  Gratiot. 

2d.  On  the  return  of  the  transport,  (the  steamboat 
MiUvaukie,)  the  commanding  officer  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  will  embark   with  the  remaining 


companies  for  Buffalo,  wliere  he  will  establish  the 
regimental  head  quarters  and  post  four  companies, 
detaching  two  companies  to  garrison  Fort  Niagara. 

3d.  The  first  regiment  of  artillery  will  move  up- 
on plattsbuig,  where  the  head  quarters  will  be  es- 
tablished with  four  companies,  two  companies  at 
French  Mills,  N.  Y.,  one  company  at  Swanton,  one 
at  Troy,  and  one  company  at   Derby,  in   Vermont. 

4lh.  When  the  tenth  company  of  each  regiment 
of  artillery  shall  have  been  recruited,  it  will  repair 
to  regimental  head  quarters — that  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment, will  be  thence  detached  to  take  their  posts  at 
or  near  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

5tli.  The  4lh  regiment  of  artillery  will  lake  posts, 
till  further  orders,  in  the  harbor  ol  New  York. 

6th.  The  two  companies  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
infantry,  on  the  northern  frontier,  will  repair  to 
Houlton,  (Maine,)  where  the  head  quaiters  of  the 
regiment  will  be  established^  lieiit.  col.  Ciimmings 
will  take  command  of  that  post  on  being  relieved 
by  col.  Worth. 

7th.  The  8th  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  con- 
centrated at  Sarket's  Harbor,  whence  detachments 
or  guard  will  be  made  and  posted  at  Oswego,  French 
creek,  Ogdensburgh,  and  such  other  points,  inter- 
mediate, as  the  commanding  officer  may  find  expe- 
dient. 

Sth.  The  adjutant  general  of  the  army  will  order 
all  other  officers  not  belonging  to  the  regiments  on 
the  northern  frontier,  to  repair,  without  delay  to 
their  respective  regiments,  or  to  the  particular  du- 
ties to  which  they  have  been  assigned. 

The  several  commands,  as  arranged  in  general 
order,  No.  1,  will  be  continued  as  heretofore,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  posts  in  Vermont,  which  will  hereaf- 
ter be  regarded  as  part  of  the  command  from  French 
Mills,  in  New  York,  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  Ver- 
mont frontier — head  quarters,  at  Plattsbiirgh.  By 
order  of  MAJOR  GENERAL  MACOMB, 

Conunander-in-chief. 

From  the  Arm'j  and  Navy  Chronicle. 
The  names  of  the  fbllovving  cadets  of  the  United 
States  military  aca>!emy,  at  West  Point,  are  to  be 
attached  to  the  next  Army  Register,  conformably 
to  a  regulation  requiring  the  names  of  the  most 
distinguished  cadets,  not  exceeding  five  in  each 
class,  to  be  reported  for  the  purpose  at  each  annual 
examination  in  the  month  of  June: 

FI51ST    CLASS. 

1.  Wm.  II.  Wright,  N.  C 

2.  p.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  La.  -j 

3.  James  H.  Trapier,  S.  C.  ,     ,  .   ■^'!^.'^, 

4.  Ste'ii  H.  Campbell,  Vt.  "    '    ',,     :,'    7, 

5.  J.  M.  Scarritt,  Mo.  '■'.     '.'[!,\^ 

SECOND    CLASS.  [   \       '..  ,-  ^; 

1.  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  Mass.  .'     :, 

2.  Robert  Q.  Butler,  Va.  •  '    -.     ,. 

3.  H.  W.  Kalleck,  N.  Y.  ;'  '  -  '    ,' .; ,  Z',. 

4.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  N,  C.  ,  i.,"!,, 
.5.  Henry  C.  Smith,  Me.  '    '   '/'■-", 

THIRD    CLASS. 

1.  Paul  O.  Hebert,  La. 

2.  Wm.  Page  Jones,  D.  C. 

3.  C.  P.  Kingsbury,  N.  C. 

4.  John  McNutt,  Ohio.  ,,.  .    ,•, 

5.  Sylvanns  Wilcox,  N.  Y.      '       '  '      .."V 

FOURTH    CLASS. 

1.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  Mass. 

2.  Thos.  J.  Rodman,  Ind. 

3.  Henry  Wilson,  Penii. 

4.  Josiah  Gorgas,  N.  Y. 

5.  Smith  Stansbury,  Md. 

APrOINTMENTS    IN    THE   MEDICAL   STAFF    OF    THE 
ARMV. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  been  examined 
and  a|iproved  by  the  army  medical  board,  which 
convened  in  this  city  on  the  16th  ultimo,  have  been 
appointed  assistant  surgeoiis  in  the  army: 

1.  James  R.  Conrad,  Va. 

2.  Wm.  T.  Leonard,  Md. 

3.  John  Bvrne,  3Id. 

4.  Ellis  Hughes,  Md. 

5.  D.  C.  De  Leon,  S.  C. 

6.  R.  .McSherry,  jr.  Va. 

7.  Joseph  Walker,  III. 

S,   Charles  Noyes,  D.  C. 

9.  Benj.  W.  Woods,  Ky, 

10.  Gust.  A.  Williams,  Va. 


■.V 


ARMY  MOVEMENTS,  &.c. 

The  detachment  of  400  U.  S.  troops  under  col. 
Crane,  arrived  at  Lexington,  Ivy.  on  the  15th,  on 
their  way  from  Florida  to  the  northern  frontier. 

A  detachment  of  123  regulais  left  Newport  Bar- 
racks, Ky.  on  the  16th,  in  the  steamboat  Home,  for 
Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri. 

A  board  of  army  officers,  gen.  Scott  as  president, 
are  to  devise  a  plan  in  detail  to  reorganize  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  service,  to  maie  a  thorough 
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examination  of  the  conciition  of  each  corps  ami 
regiment,  to  create  absolute  ami  unchangeable  rules 
respecting  seniority,  brevet  rank,  promolion,  trans- 
fer, furlough,  extra  service,  Sec.  all  so  much  neeiieil. 
iFredeiicksbiirg  .irena. 

The  Knoxville  Register  slates  that  the  2d  regi- 
ment U.  S.  artillery  passed  Campbell's  station  on 
the  M  inst.,  on  Iheir  way  from  llie  Cherokee  nation 
to  Lake  Erie,  under  the  command  of  Ihc  following 
oliicors:  col.  J.  Crane,  commamlur;  captain  Gieen; 
surgeon  G.  R.  Clark;  adjutant  liunt.  Townsend; 
quartermaster  Payton;  commissary  iieulinant  Mor- 
gan; lieutenants  Duncan,  Br.insford,  Conckling, 
Luther,  Allen,  Daniels,  Arnold,  Pratt,  Scdgewick, 
and  Jones. 

Six  companies  of  the  Is!  artillery,  and  tv.o  com- 
panies of  the  Ith,  have  arrived  at  New  York  from 
the  south  destined  for  the  northern  frontier,  and  hy 
the  order  of  gen.  Macomb,  the  troops  are  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  follows: 

Of  the  2d  regiment  of  avlillery,  two  companies 
are  to  be  posted  at  Detroit,  one  at  Fort  Gratiot;  four 
at  IJutfalo,  (the  head  quarters,)  two  at  Fort  Niagara. 
Ol  the  1st  regimi  nt,  four  are  to  be  jiosted  at  Platts- 
burg,  (the  head-quarters.)  two  at  French  Wills, 
New  York,  one  at  Swaiiton,  one  at  Troy,  and  one 
at  Derby  in  Vermont. 

The  tenth  company  of  each  regiment  is  to  repair 
to  the  rejimental  head-quarters,  ai.d  the  2d  regi- 
ment will  thence  be  .-tationed  near  Ilocliealer,  New 
York.  The  4th  regiment,  for  the  present,  will  take 
post  in  New  York  harher.  Two  ccunpanies  of  the 
3d  regiment  will  lake  post  at  Hnnllon,  Maine,  under 
command  of  col.  Cum.'nings.  The  Sth  regiment  of 
infantry  will  be  stationed  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  from 
whence  detachments  will  be  sent  to  the  surroui;ding 
])oints.  All  officers  are  to  repair  to  their  regiments 
forthwith.  The  commands  are  ti>  remain  as  in  the 
previous  general  order  No.  1,  except  the  Vernion 
posts,  which  are  now  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
command  at  French  Mills,  N.  V. 


CANADA— THE  HOU'NDAUV,  &c. 
From  the  Quebec  Gazette,  Auif.  1.5. 
The  boundary  line.  ]t  is  probable  that  governor 
Kent,  of  the  state  of  Maine,  will  attempt,""  shortly 
after  the  first  of  i.ext  u,ontli,  to  run  and  lix  the 
boundary  between  that  slate  and  the  Bnlish  pos- 
sessions, without  the  co-operation  of  the  United 
States'  and  British  governments.  U  will  be  a  new 
exercise  of  state  sovereignty,  inconsistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Itdd'alion.  But  governor  Kent 
will  be  acliijg  in  obedience  to  resolutions  passed  at 
tlie  last  session  of  the  legislature,  which  were  pub- 
lished some  lime  ago  in  this  Ga/.ette.  He  is  sup- 
ported by  a  large  party  in  the  slate  of  Maine  and 
the  United  Siutes,  ever  ready  to  embarrass  the 
gen;ral  government,  and  is  besides  a  candidate  for 
re-election  a;  governor  of  Maine  at  the  election 
which  commences  on  I'le  3d  of  S..-pfembL"r;  and 
the  running  and  fixing  the  boundary  has  recently 
been  made  a  local  party  question,  in  lavor  of  which 
his  supporters  have  decidedly  pronounced.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  he  will  probihly  find  himself 
cou]|jflled  to  proceed  to  execute  the  resolutions  of 
the  legislature,  till  he  is  positively  hindered  by 
force,  either  on  the  part  ol  the  ISritish  or  United 
States'  governments.  As  to  the  former,  governor 
Kent  will  probably  not  have  long  to  wait,  after  his 
commissioners  set  to  work  within  llie  disputed  ter- 
ritory. We  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  British 
authority  will  sutler  itself  to  be  ousted  suns  cercmo- 
llie,  of  an  actujl  and  acl;nowledged  possession. 
The  militia  of  New  Brunswick  are  as  good  and 
well  disposed  for  defence,  as  the  militia  of  Maine 
lor  attack. 

The  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Maine  and 
governor  Kent  will  probably  render  more  difficult 
the  settlement  of  the  honndary  question,  on  which 
we  believe  both  the  British  and  United  States  go- 
vernments are  sincerely  intent;  but  in  the  present 
position  of  the  two  countries,  we  hardly  think  war 
will  ensue.  It  is  true,  iieverthele.ss,  that  when  the 
passions  of  men,  connected  with  national  pride  be- 
come inllamed,  there  is  no  great  dependence  to  be 
placed  on  the  influence  of  reason. 

Some  of  the  United  States'  papers  have  connect- 
ed the  meeting  of  the  governors  of  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  with  tile  difficulties  about  the 
boundaries.  We  rather  think  that  the  meetings  in 
question  relate  entirely  to  the  internal  concerns  of 
the  provinces  and  projected  improvements.  The 
authority  to  recruit  in  Prince  Edward's  island, 
which  has  a  population  of  30, QUO  souls,  has  also 
been  supposed  to  have  been  given  in  view  of  ditfi- 
culties  with  the  United  States.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  this  order  is  dated  the  ,9th  May  last,  and 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  extended  to  any  of  the 
other  provinces,  which  contain  a  population  of  iiear- 
ly  a  million   and  a   half  and  where   rerrnit^  might 


be  obtained  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  in 
Prince  Edward's  island.  We  have  no  doubt,  but 
that  on  the  prospect  of  a  war  with  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  men  could  be  recruit- 
ed in  the  provinces. 

Correspondence  of  Ihc  Conimcrcidl  .Idvrrliser. 
(incbec,  ,'liigiisl  Iti. 
We  are  at  this  moment  in  some  anxiety  on  the 
boundary  question.  The  military  here  are  ol 
opinion  that  it  will  lead  to  some  diflicnily  betueen 
the  two  countries,  while  the  merchants  hope  the 
contrary;  but  all  unite  in  doubting  whether  Ihe 
matlerwill  be  brought  to  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment, the  governineut  of  Maine  having  acted  so 
decidedly.  It  is  much  feared  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Maine  will  embarrass  the  general  govern- 
ment. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  the  Cana- 
dians are  highly  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  a  war 
bi  tween  England  and  the  United  Statts. 

There  are  very  many  citizens  of  New  York  and 
Baltimore  nt  present  in  Quebec.  The  earl  of  Uur- 
ham  leaves  us  on  Saturday  in  the  John  Bull  steam- 
er, to  attend  the  Montreal  races,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  many  of  Ihe  Americans  will  also  leave  lis  to 
honor  the  race-ground  with  their  presence,  it  being 
expected  that  for  the  attendance  of  company  these 
races  will  surpass  any  that  have  even  taken  place 
in  British  .\meiica. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  the  "Isl  regi- 
ment, and  two  companies  of  the  73d  regiment,  pa- 
raded on  the  Champ  de  Mars,  for  the  insjicctlon  ol 
John  For.syth,  secretary  of  state  to  .Mr.  Van  linren. 
The  7th  hussars  and  royal  artillery  are  al,-o  to  be 
viewed  by  the  secretary,  at  a  quarter  past  1(1  this 
morning.  "  [Montreal  Courier. 

Fiom  the  Boston  Daily  jldvertiser,  .1<ig.  21. 
The  northeastern  boundary.  It  is  stated  in  yester- 
day's Providence  Journal  that  governor  Kent,  of 
Maine,  "has  directed  a  survey  to  be  made  of  Ihe 
disputed  territory,  and  has  ordered  out  the  military 
to  protect  the  surveyors  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties."  We  have  seen  repeated  statements  of  a 
similar  purport  in  many  of  the  papers,  and  some  ol 
them  have  quoted  Ihe  Bangor  Whig  as  the  source 
from  which  they  derived  their  inlbrmation.  We 
have  not,  however,  seen  any  such  statement  in  that 
paper,  nor  in  any  of  the  papers  of  Bangor  or  the 
vicinity.  From  the  absence  of  any  such  annuncia- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  the  governor's  residence, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  disputed  territory, 
where  any  such  movements  would  be  likely  to  ti 
known  as  soon  us  made,  and  i.mmedtatelv  annuunc 
ed  to  the  public,  we  infer  that  the  report  uhich  ha 
been  so  current  is  without  foumlatio'n.  We  arc  con- 
firmed in  this  belief  from  the  imiiression  that  the 
position  ill  whicli  the  boundary  question  was  [daced, 
in  consequence  of  the  earnest  application  of  the 
executive  of  Maine,  by  the  late  debate  in  the  senate 
of  the  Ui.iied  Statts,  and  by  the  report  of  Ihe  ju- 
diciary committee  utianiinoiisly  adopted  by  the 
senate,  was  so  satislactory  to  the' state  of  Mai'ne  as 
to  render  any  further  measures  by  the  government 
of  the  state  for  the  present  unnecessary.  The  adop- 
tion of  that  report  makes  it  the  imperative  duly  of 
the  executive  of  the  United  Statis  to  press  the  ne- 
gotiation in  the  manner  most  likely  to  produce  a 
speedy  result,  and  takes  away  all  a]io|oi;y  for  any 
unnecessary  delaj'.  It  also  presents,  in  the  most 
public  way,  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  the 
point  of  view  in  which  the  question  is  unanimously 
rei;arded  hy  the  senate.  In  having  attained  this 
object,  till'  government  of  Maine  has  eli'ected  an 
important  advance  towards  a  settlement  (d'  the 
question,  and  the  next  step,  we  presume,  will  be 
taken  by  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
^'roni  ihe  Rochester  Democrat  of  .jugust  18. 
Important  from  Toronto.  llaH'ords  us  great  plea- 
sure to  be  able  to  communicate  the  release  ol  six- 
teen state  prisoners  from  the  jail  at  Toronlo.  Se- 
veral of  thein  were  condemned  to  death — among  the 
rest,  Charles  Uurand,  a  relative  of  Dr.  Duncomb. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  order  for  their  release  was 
received  by  the  Great  Western. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Toronto  Com- 
mercial Herald  of  Thursday: 

His  excellency  sir  George  Arthur  has  been 
pleased  to  extend  to  the  following  prisoners  her  ma- 
jesty's pardon,  viz: 

Seymour  W.  H.  Stockdell,  John  McCormick, 
John  GilliuKham,  Daniel  Snell,  and  William  De- 
lang,  on  condition  of  their  giving  security  to  keep 
the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior  for  three  years. 
Abraham  Haling,  Jesse  Cleaver,  Silas  Bardnell, 
John  Brown,  John  Haling,  Joseph  Milbourn,  Asa 
Wixen,  Joel  Wixen,  John  Hill,  Daniel  Shephard, 
and  Charles  Diuand,  on  condiiion  that  they  banish 
themselves  within  three  days  Irom  the  time  of  their 
liberation  from  prison,  from  this  province,  and  that 
they  remain  absent  for  and  during  their  natural 
lives. 


Lcwistown,  ~iug.  15. 
It  may  be  a  imlter  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
be  inlorined  of  the  fate  of  the  sixteen  state  convicts, 
sentenced  to  be  executed  on  the  2.")th. 

Three  of  tliein.  Chandler,  Wait,  and  McLeod, 
arc  to  be  execiiteil  on  the  2oth,  agreeably  to  their 
sentence. 

Eight  oIluMS,  including  Miller  and  the  other 
Americans,  to  be  transporteil  to  .i-ome  one  of  the 
British  colonies  for  life.  Three  others  to  the  peni- 
teiiUary  for  Ihiec  years. 

The  case  of  the  remaining  convict,  Waggoner, 
has  not  been  ilecided— great  eli'orls  having  been 
made  by  his  friends  to  procure  his  banishment  to 
the  states. 

The  trial  of  Beamer,  who  led  a  body  of  lancers 
a!  the  ali'air  of  the  Short  Hills,  comes  on  to-day  or 
to-morrow;  and  the  general  belief  is  that  he  will  be 
convicted  and  .-•ntenced  to  h.'  executed. 

[Jlbany  .Irgus. 
Ihtroit,  Jug.  M. 
The  vigilant  ctliceis  of  the  cu--toins  yesteiday 
made  a  seixuie  extraordinary.  Among  the  goods 
discharging  from  the  Bunker  Hill  steamer,  were 
some  boxes  of  ureal  weight,  one  of  which  having 
been  partially  broken,  revealed  something  that 
looked  very  like  a  piece  of  heavy  ordinance.  The 
officers  broke  open  the  box  and  disroveied  a  cannon 
of  beautiful  workmanship,  entirely  new,  from  a 
manufacloiy  at  the  east.  Further  search  was  made, 
and  two  other  similar  places  were  Ibund,  and  have 
been  lodgi  il  in  the  public  store.  Tliey  are  presum- 
ed to  he  "patriot"  goods,  and  intended  for  the  next 
campaign,  if  any  body  of  men  can  be  found  mad 
enough  to  enga|;e  in  sueh  an  aliair  again. 

The  activity  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  service 
on  this  fionti'er  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  will  eHectually  prevent  any  future 
disturbances  by  those  self-styled  patriots,  whose 
unlawful  acts  'have  subjected  the  government  to 
iniiirious  imputations  and  lara:e  expenses. 

[FreePrts!:. 


DISCOVERY    OF   THE    SKELETON    OF    A 

MASTODON. 
Fnnn  the  Crawford  County  (Ohio J  Republican  extra. 

Bucyrus,  .■higu.-<t  11.  Mr.  Abraham  Hahn,  while 
engaged  with  iiis  work  hands  in  excavating  a  mill 
race,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  cast  of  Bucy- 
rus,  (Craufoid  county  court-l.ouse,)  yesterday,  at 
the  distance  of  fioin  'five  to  seven  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  grounri,  discovered  the  skeleton  of  a 
Masloiion,  i:i  a  reclined  jiosition. 

The  history  of  this  genus  of  animals  is  involved 
in  mystery.  No  tradition  or  human  record  furnish- 
es evidences  of  its  existence  at  any  period.  But 
that  it  once  lived  and  walked  ujion  the  larth,  the 
prince  of  quadruped  kingdoms,  is  abundantly  pro- 
ven bv  the  numerous  and  almost  entire  specimens 
of  its  organic  reiiiains  that  have  been  discovered  in 
various  (larts  of  North  .\ineriea,  and  which  have 
excited  the  wonder  and  astonishment  of  the  natu- 
ralist and  antiquarian. 

From  the  peculiar  structure  and  the  immense 
size  of  its  boms,  it  must  have  been  an  animal  far 
exeeedini:  in  size  and  strength  any  species  of  the 
quadruped  races  now  in  existence.  The  place 
where  this  skeleton  was  found  is  very  near  the  di- 
vidiiii;  ridge  between  the  northern  and  southern 
wain's  of  the  state,  in  a  wet,  spongy  soil.  The 
bones,  so  (at  as  discovered,  are  in  a  fine  state  of 
preservation. 

The  upper  j.iw  and  skull  bones  are  perfect  in  all 
their  parts,  as  formed  hy  nature.  The  under  jaw- 
was  accidentally  divided  in  removing  it  from  the 
earth. 

This  is  the  only  instance  in  which  the  skull  of 
the  Mastodon  has  been  found  in  a  state  of  preser- 
vation; and  it  furnishes  the  only  specimen  from 
which  correct  ideas  can  be  obtained  respecting  that 
massive  and  singularly  shaped  organ. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  rank  this  mon- 
ster held  among  the  beasts  of  the  lorest  when 
clothed  with  skin  and  flesh,  and  nerved  with  life, 
from  the  following  dimensions  of  some  portions  of 
it,  which  have  been  rescued  from  oblivion: 

The  slciilt  and  upper  jaw. 
Horizontal  length,  39    inches. 

Length,  following  curvature  of  skull,    42} 


Breadth  across  the  eyes. 
Do.    at  back  of  head. 
Vertical  height. 
Height  occipital  bone. 
Diameter  of  both  nostrils. 
Diameter    of   each,    measuring 

other  way. 
Diameter  of  tusk  sockets. 
Depth         do.         do. 
Diameter  of  eye  sockets, 
Weight  orski':ll  and  upper  j.nv. 


'1G\ 
25\ 
22 
16 
11} 


5.i  to  6  ' 
22 


IC'l  pounds 
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The  under  jaw. 
Horizontal  lengtli,  Ibllovving  outside 

nirvature,  31^  inches. 

Height  to  junction  with  upper  jaw,  ISA        " 

Wei'jht,  69   poundss. 
Fror^t  inolars,  «i  )  inches 

Back      do.  5i  5  apa't- 

Leni^th  back  molar,  "ih  inches. 

Breadth  bacic  molar,  4  " 

Length  Iront  molar,  -4^        " 

Femur,  or  thigh  bone. 

Length,  37  '• 

Largest  circumference,  30  " 

Smallest  do.  J5J        " 

Tibia,  (largest  bone  between  thigh  and  hoof.) 

Le])gth,  22^      "" 

Large-t  circumTerence,  24J        " 

Sm:illest  do.  H  " 

Fibula,  (smatler  bone  between  thigh  and  hoof.) 

Length,  2«4 

Lar-est  circumference,  12A        " 
Smallest          do.  4^        " 

Humerus,  (bone  from  shoulder  to  knee.) 

Length,  3(1 

Largest  circumference,  34J        " 

Smallest  do.  Uj        " 

Bib. 

Length  outer  curve,  .13J       " 
Smallest  circumference,  oj       " 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  CALHOUN. 

From  the  Columbia  Telescope  of  the  IJth  inst. 

We  publish  to-day  a  letter  Irom  Mr.  Calhodn 
lo  the  comi!iittee  of  the  late  barbecue  dinncrui  this 
place,  which,  as  it  did  not  arrive  till  several  days 
afterwards,  was  not  read  to  the  company  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

Fort  Hill,  July  24,  1S3S. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  j-eceived  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  inviting  me  to  partake  of  a  barbecue 
dinner,  to  be  given  at  Colinubia  on  the  2Slh  inst. 
"aa  a  welcome  home  to  Senator  Preston,  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  Richland  district,"  and  also  to 
atfoid  the  other  members  of  congress  an  opportu- 
nity to  meet  and  address  the  people." 

II  I  had  no  other  reason  lor  not  accepting  your 
invitation,  the  great  distance  and  my  recent  return 
home,  alter  a  long  absence  in  the  laborious  dis- 
cliarge  of  my  public  duties,  would  be,  I  hope,  a 
sntficient  apology;  but  there  are  others,  which  are 
insuperable,  for  declining  it,  which,  acting  with 
the  candor  and  frankness  that  1  trust  shall  ever 
mark  mv  conduct  on  all  occasions,  I  cannot  with- 
hold. 

It  is  impossible  I  can  mistake,  that  the  welcome 
home  to  my  col.eague  is  intended  as  a  testimony  of 
approbation  of  his  course  generally,  during  theiate 
session,  but  more  especialh'  in  reference  to  the 
great  and  leading  question  of  the  day,  which  now 
so  deeply  agitates  the  country,  and"  engrossed  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  time  and  attention  of  con- 
gress, at  its  kite  sitting.  Thus  understanding  it,  I 
can  have  no  objection'to  it;  but  for  me  to  partici- 
pate in  the  welcome  and  the  accompanying  festivi- 
ties, would  be  to  comlemn  my  own  course.  It  was 
our  misfortune  to  dilfer  on  the  deeply  important 
question  in  reference  to  which  it  is  intended  to  do 
honor  to  his  course.  The  dilit;rence  was,  on  my 
part,  with  great  reluctance.  I  could  not  but  ajjpre- 
Iiend  that  a  ditference  on  such  a  subj>;ct,  involvino- 
such  important  interests,  and  to  be  followed  by  such 
a  mighty  train  of  consequences,  for  good  or  evil, 
would    ultimately   divide  and  distract  the  state,  to 

which  no  one  could  be  more  averse  tlian  myself. 

Every  motive  that  could  intlu-nce  me,  personal  or 
patriotic,  was  on  the  opposite  side.  Individually, 
I  had  clearly  nothing  to  gain  by  division  or  distrac- 
tion. My  position  in  the  stale  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens  could  not  be  materially 
bettered,  and  was  almost  certain  to  be  injured,  by 
any  change.  But  I  had  far  higher  mol'ivcs  than 
m.  re  personal  considerations  to  avaid  every  act 
which  might  by  possibility  lead  to  a  division  at 
home. 

I  have  long  regarded  Uie  south  as  the  balance 
wheel  of  our  beautiful,  but  complex,  system  of  go- 
vernment, and  1  consider  its  union  not  only  as  ne- 
cessary to  its  own  prosperity  and  safety,  but  indis- 
pensable to  the  proper  working  of  the  whole  ma- 
chine. It  is  an  opinion  deliberateU'  formed,  alter 
much  reflection  and  no  little  experience.  We  are 
the  weaker  and  the  exposed  section,  and  must,  of 
course,  have  the  deepest  interest  in  confining 'the 
general  government  to  its  proper  sphere,  on  which 
depend  its  safety  and  duration,  so 'essential  to  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  all.  To  ellect  lliis,  union 
among  ourselves  is  indispensable,  while,  as  the 
weaker  portion  of  the  confederacy,  it  cannot  en- 
danger either  the  rights  or  the  safety  of  the  strong- 
er.    But  union  among  ourselves  at  home,  in  our 


own  stale,  if  not  necessary,  is  important  to  the 
union  of  the  whole  south.  Cirrumstances  to  which 
1  need  not  refer,  have  given  to  the  state  a  pre-emi- 
nence and  inllueijce  far  beyond  its  extent,  popula- 
tion or  wealth. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  was  ready  to  make 
any  sacrifice  short  of  principle  and  duty  to  avoid 
division  and  discord  at  liome;  but  it  was  impossible 
for  me,  without  sacrificing  them,  to  take  any  other 
course,  in  the  present  juncture,  than  that  which  I 
did. 

I  long  since  foresaw  its  approach,  and  made  up 
my  mind  as  to  the  part  I  would  act,  should  it  arrive 
in  my  time.  Four  years  ago,  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  I  openly  avowed  in  debate  the  principles 
and  sentiments  on  which  1  acted  at  the  late  and  ex- 
tra session,  and,  of  consequence,  could  take  no 
other  course,  without  palpably  contradicting  my 
recorded  opinions,  and  this  without  any  change  of 
principle  or  sentiment.  So  far  otherwise,  time  and 
reflection  have  but  served  to  confirm  the  opinions  I 
then  entertained  and  expressed.  I  do  believe  that 
[  the  only  real  alternative  left,  is  whether  the  govern- 
I  ment  sliall  go  back  toils  original  policy,  established 
by  the  act  ot  llS'j,  and  collect  its  revenue  in  the 
Ifgal  and  constitutional  currency  of  the  country, 
and  keep  it  by  its  own  responsible  oflicers,  orchar- 
ter  another  bank;  or,  in  other  words,  between  the 
constitutional  treasury  and  another  national  bank, 
with  sufficient  capital  and  power  to  control  the  ex- 
changes, the  currency,  the  commerce,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  union.  All  other  measures — the  pet 
bank  system,  sfiecial  deposites,  and  all — are  but 
temporary  expedients,  halfway  houses,  and  so  un- 
derstood and  avowed  by  tlie  great  body  opposed  to 
the  separation  ol  government  from  the  banks.  Be- 
tween the  two — the  constitutional  treasury  and  a 
national  bank — I  could  not  hesitate.  I  do  inost  so- 
lemnly believe,  that  a  bank  with  power  and  influ- 
ence sufficient  to  effect  the  object  proposed,  would 
be  the  most  dangerous  of  all  measures — would  be 
fatal  to  our  free  institutions,  and  destructive  of  the 
commerce,  interests  and  safety  of  the  staple  states. 
Its  powers  would  make  it  despotic,  and  enable  it 
to  control  the  action  of  congress,  and  to  take  from 
the  people,  in  reality,  the  power  of  electing  the 
president,  who  would  be  virtually  elected  by  the 
bank,  and  be  but  an  instrument  in  its  hands.  It 
would,  in  a  word,  make  a  master— not  a  master 
having  a  common  interest  in  Ih.e  whole,  and  a  mo- 
tive to  protect  and  cherish  all  the  parts,  but  a  local 
and  sectional  master,  whose  power  woiilil  be  wield- 
ed to  aggrandize  and  build  up  one  portion,  by  op- 
pressing the  other. 

Thus  thinking,  no  alternative  was  left,  but  to 
pursue  the  coarse  I  did,  even  at  the  hazard  of  dif- 
fering from  my  colleague  and  many  of  my  old 
friends,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  regard  and  the 
kindest  feelings.  In  taking  it,  1  could  not  but  fore- 
see that  it  would  bring  me  into  conflict  with  the 
greatest  and  most  powerful  interest  of  the  coinmu- 
niiy,  and  that  I  should  be  subject  to  the  most  un- 
founded mi-representations  and  the  fiercest  attacks. 
But,  at  such  a  crisis,  and  with  my  views  of  the 
consequences,  I  would  have  been  unworthy  of  re- 
presenting constituents  so  intelligent  and  patriotic, 
and  wlio  had  so  generously  stood  by  me  on  so  many 
trying  occasions,  if  I  had  peruiiltcd  any  personal 
or  selfish  considerations  to  have  the  least  inrtnerce. 

Having  tlius  differed  on  a  question,  according  to 
my  conception,  of  such  vast  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance, I  cannot  accept  your  invitation  to  partake  in 
a  festivity  intended  to  honor  the  course  of  my  col- 
leagues, without  condemning  and  dishonoiing  my 
own,  and  am  therefore  compelled  to  decline  itT 

Nor  can  1  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  pro- 
priety attend  the  feslivi'ty  in  order  "to  address  the 
people"  on  til.-  occasion.  My  collcaiue  and  my- 
seli  have  both  fully  expressed  our  noinions  on  tliis 
and  most  of  the  other  important  subjects,  which 
claimed  the  atlention  ol  congress  at  its' late  session, 
in  our  appropriate  places  in  the  senate.  What  we 
said  has  been  published  and  is  in  the  hands  ot  our 
constituents.  If  additional  light  is  wanted,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  cheerfully  respond,  wdien 
called  on  for  tiiat  purpose,  by  any  portion  of  my 
constituents;  but  in  the  present  case,  u  here  from 
what  has  been  stated,  it  is  obvious,  that  dilferent 
opinions  are  entertained  by  your  invited  guest  and 
myself  on  a  question  which'cannut  but  be  promi- 
nently noticed  at  your  festival,  my  presence  could 
not  be  very  agreeable  either  to  him  or  myself 

In  slatini;  the  reasons  lor  my  course  and  the  mo- 
tives uhich  govern  me,  it  is  far  from  my  intention 
to  cast  censure  on  that  of  my  colleague.  Neither 
of  us  is  the  rightful  judge  ot"  the  other,  where  we 
unfortunately  differ  in  the  discharee  of  our  official 
duties.  We  hold  the  same  high  trust  from  the  same 
constituency,  to  whom  alone  we  are  responsible 
for  the  fidelity  and  wisdom  with  which  we  may  dis- 
charge our  duty.     My  object   is   simply   to  assign 


the  reasons  wny  1  cannot  accept  your  invitation, 
and  I  have  said  as  much  as  1  have,  in  order  to  be 
clearly  understood.  Not  to  have  answered  your 
note  migiit  have  been  considered  uncivil,  and  have 
exposeu  me  to  improper  imputations;  while  it  was 
impossible  to  answer  it,  with  due  regard  to  truth 
and  candor  and  v\ hat  was  due  to  uijsell,  without 
stating  wnat  1  have.      With  respect,  yours,  kc. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 
To.losephA.    Black,  S.   Boatwiight,  J.  McCully, 

T.  Center,    W.    Uenley,    1.    D.    Mordecai,  J.  C. 

Phillips,  T.  H.  Wade,  and  Robert  Adams,  esqs. 

JUDGE  WHITE  AND  MR.  BELL. 

The  citizens  of  Knoxville  honored  these  gentle- 
men with  a  dinner  on  their  return  Irom  \' aslung- 
ton.  We  copy  the  subjoined  notice  of  their  re- 
marks from  tlie  Knoxville  Register: 

Tile  speeches  delivered  by  these  distinguished 
statesmen  at  the  public  dinner  on  Wednesuay  last, 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers  in  a 
very  short  lime.  They  are  wortliy  ol  their  au- 
thors, of  our  noble  slate,  and  of  tlie  palmiest  days 
ol  our  republic.  Col.  Bell  appeared  among  us 
comparatively  a  stranger,  except  Irom  reputation — 
and  although  laboring  under  the  oppressions  con- 
sequent upon  a  protracted  and  laborious  session  of 
congress,  and  the  superadded  latigues  of  a  long 
journey,  yet  he  fully  caine  up  to  a  liigh  public  ex- 
[leclation,  and  in  a  speech  of  about  two  hours 
length  sustained  the  exalted  chaiacter  he  has  ac- 
quired and  the  glorious  cause  he  has  so  zealously 
espoused  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Judge 
Wliite  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  in  our 
estimation  surpassed  any  former  effort  of  his, 
v\hich  we  have  witnessed.  He  gave  a  full  and  lu- 
cid exposition  of  his  present  political  attitude.  In 
relation  to  the  next  presidential  election,  he,  as 
well  as  col.  Bell,  declared  they  were  uncommitted 
to  the  support  of  any  person  or  party — I'hat 
they  were  bound  alone  to  their  principles — those 
impoitanl  and  immutable  principles  upon  which 
gen.  Jackson's  early  election  was  advocated  and 
sustained.  That  the  most  important  ol  these  prin- 
ciples were,  a  retrenchment  ot  the  extrava"ant  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  money,  a  limitation  of  the 
powers  of  the  executive,  and  a  reform  of  those 
abuses  by  which  the  ]iower  and  patronage  ol  the 
government  were  used  to  perpetuate  the  reign  of 
the  then  existing  functionaries — that  these  were 
the  great  and  leading  objects  for  which  gen.  Jack- 
son was  supported  against  J.  Q.  Adams  in  IS28 — 
That  they  are  as  sacred  and  worthy  of  ehort  now, 
as  they  were  then,  and  that  consistency  and  patriot- 
ism require  that  Tennessee  and  the  "old  Jackson 
party  should  rally  upon  the  same  ground,  and  en- 
deavore  to  bring  about  precisely  the  same  salutary 
reforms,  by  putting  down  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Van  Biiren.  Judge  White  repudiated  the  idea  that 
he  and  Mr.  Van  Bnren  were  everof  the  same  party, 
so  far  as  principles  are  concerned.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  for  a  high  larilf,  while  he  was  opposed  to  it — 
was  fbrinternal  improvements,  w  hile  he  was  against 
it.  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  now  for  an  increase  of  ex- 
eculive  pow-er,  while  judge  White  is  for  diminish- 
ing and  limiting  it.  His  whole  practice  sanctions 
as  legitimate  a  liberal  use  of  power  and  patronage 
in  advancing  and  sustaining  his  party,  while  judge 
■White's  ideas  of  political  integrity,  as  well  as  true 
policy,  lorbld  it — and  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  for  a  trea- 
sury bank,  while  he  is  opposed  to  it. 

Judge  White  said  it  was  possible  that  some  can- 
didate lor  the  presidency  might  yet  be  brought  for- 
ward w  ho  would  be  more  acceptable  to  himself  than 
either  Mr.  Clay,  or  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  that  this 
was,  from  present  appearances,  improbable;  and 
that  if  no  other  candidates  than  these  should  be 
presented,  upon  a  lair  and  just  comparison  of  their 
claims,  an  attachment  to  great  political  principles 
wdiich  he  has  ever  cherished  and  a  sacred  regard 
lor  the  general  wellare  of  the  country  woiild'not 
suffer  him  long  to  hesitate  in  giving  to  Mr.  Clay  a 
decided  preference. 

But  we  will  not  by  further  anticipating  increase 
the  anxiety  of  our  rearlers  to  see  these  speeches. 
We  wish  "most  ardently  that  every  individual  of 
these  gentlemen's  constituency  could  have  been 
present  to  hear  lor  themselves  this  able  and  lucid 
exposition  of  the  course  which  consistency  and 
political  integrity  require  them  to  adopt  and  pursue. 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

Head  Quarters  Eastern  Division, 
Cherohee  .dgency,  Juhj  30,   1S38. 
Sin:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  3'our  excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  21st  instant,  ott'ering  topardon 
and  cause  to  be  released  twelve  Cherokees  now  in 
the  penitentiary  of  Georgia. 

But  a  little  time  before,  instructions  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  secretary  of  war  on  the  same  subject, 
and   I   am  happy  to  be  anticipated  in  my  request 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  25,  1838— MEXICO. 


40 


fomnlcl  Uiurc-uiion,  by  tlie  ijeiierous  offer  in  ques- 
tioi.. 

1  senil  aitli  this  communication  Mr.  Hililebrand, 
a  |i:irt  Clieriikep,  anil  a  trusty  ami  in(clli;;ent  yoiinj; 
mail,  to  recuiveand  brins;  tu  this  place  the  Chero- 
kee prisoners.  l{e  is  provideil  with  snlfirioiit 
lumls.  by  the  nation,  to  ilH'ray  all  necessary  ex- 
penses in  ^oin;;  and  relnrniii;. 

The  Indjan  authnriiios  are  anxious  not  to  leave 
one  of  Ihiir  people  behind. 

.\o  ^uuril  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  priso.urs  to  this  place,  as  it  is  [lot  doiibteil  that 
they  will  be  eas;er  eiioui;h  to  relitrn  to  their  kiiidre'l 
and  friends;  ami  lor  their  protection  on  the  way,  a 
pa(ror  f;om  your  excellency,  in  the  nature  of  a  pass- 
port, it  is  snppos-d,  will  be  all  suUicieiit. 

The  whole  body  of  the  Cherokees  reinainin;;  to 
be  eini^ialed.  evince  the  best  dispositions,  and  Ihe 
emigration  to  the  west  will  b'  lenewed  the  b^'gin- 
niii.;  "f  the  month  alter  the  mxt. 

'  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  tie.  8cc.  Sec. 

(Si^Miel)  WINFIELU   SCOTT. 

llin  ex.  Ceoixc  11.   aimer,  goceriiur  of  Georgia. 

The  Himillon  Gazette,  printed  at  Ross's  Land- 
in:;,  in  Tennessee,  says: 

•■The  rolleclion  of  the  Indians  romn.encrd  on 
the  2jlh  of  May  last,  under  the  direction  of  major 
ijeneral  Scott,  and,  at  the  present  time,  all  the  in- 
diniis  are  coll  cted  at  the  diil'erent  de[)oti- — about 
8,(1110  at  the  Cherokee  agency— 2.000  at  this  place 
— 1,5110  at  a  new  camp,  12  "miles  from  the  agency 
— -,11111  SOI)  at  Tort  Payne.  Alabama.  These  num- 
bers comprise  all  the  Indians  in  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  iialion,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
who  h,ive  pledged  their  words  to  come  in  in  proper 
time. 

'•The  whole  number  of  India  i^  in  the  nation  on 
the  2:!il  May  was  estimated  at  IB. 000;  out  of  this 
number,  about  2.600  were  despatched  by  the  super- 
inteiiileiit,  by  water,  to  tin  ir  new  homes  in  Ihe 
wst.  during  the  month  of  June.  They  are  diviil- 
ed  into  three  partii  s.  The  first,  consisting  of  950, 
started  about  the  loth  of  June,  under  tlie  following 
officers:  Lieut.  Davis,  U.  S.  artillery,  conductor; 
Messrs.  Il-eves,  W'alder,  and  Cox,  assistants;  and 
Messrs.  Oates  and  Folger,  pliysicians.  The  second 
party  of  SOO  started  about  the  lotli  of  June,  under 
the  following  oHicers:  Lieut.  VVhitely,  LI.  3.  artil- 
lery, coiuliictoi;  .Messrs.  John  Hnolie  and  P.  Price, 
assistants;  Messrs.  Hodson  and  Morrow,  physicians. 
The  third  parly,  consisting  of  1,070,  started  about 
lOth  June,  in  wagons,  for  Waterloo,  Alabama, 
where  tiiey  were  to  b'j  embarked  in  boats.  The 
ollicers  in  ch:irge  of  the  party  are  Henry  Bateman. 
conductor;  Messrs.  Goody  and  Slandifee,  assist- 
ants; .Messrs.   Hoyle  and   Willoughby,  physici^ans. 

••We  understand  the  first  party  menlioned  reach- 
ed the  Western  .Vation  in  20  days,  wifhnut  the  loss 
of  a  life.  The  second  party  is  pri'Siim''d  to  be  near 
the  borders  n|  the  Western  Nation;  and  Ihe  third 
parly  has.  perhaps,  by  this  time,  reached  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

'•On  account  of  the  season,  gen.  Scott,  on  the 
ISIh  of  June,  suspended  Ihe  emigration  until  the 
Isi  of  September  next,  at  which  time  vigorous  ope- 
rations will  be  commenced;  in  the  mean  time,  no- 
thing will  be  done  except  to  subsist  the  Indians  at 
(iitferent  depots." 

From  the  Hamllan  (Tenn.)  Gazelle,  .lunvM  9. 

Tlie  coiiferei-.ce  between  gen,  .'^corr  and  the 
Clierokee  council  is  at  length  ended.  The  chiefs 
of  111.'  nation  have  underlaken  the  transportation 
of  the  remainder  of  the  people  to  their  new  homes. 
It  is  now  a  national  movement  on  the  part  of  Ihe 
Indians,  and  for  the  first  time  there  is  something 
like  a  unanimity  of  feeling  and  concurrence  of  the 
whole  tribe.  They  have  ajreed  on  their  part,  to 
furnish  all  the  subsistence  and  means  of  iranspor- 
tation  that  may  he  necessary  to  render  the  Indians 
comfortable  on  their  journey  to  the  wi-st,  and  to 
commenci- the  removal  by  the  first  of  .September, 
in  detachments  of  about  one  thousand  each,  ami, 
after  the  departure  of  the  hrst,  to  have  every  con- 
secutive detachment  to  start  in  a  very  few  days, — 
It  is  computed  that  all  the  Indians  can  be  removed 
in  twelve  detachments,  and  that  the  last  will  leave 
by  th.'  20th  of  October.  General  Scott,  on  the 
part  of  Ihe  government,  has  agreed  to  allow  sixty- 
five  dollars  per  head  for  removal,  and  furnish  in 
advance  one-half  of  the  amount.  Each  detach- 
ment will  be  conducted  exclusively  by  their  own 
people,  ac'-'ompanied  b}^  one  or  two  physician-, 
who  will,  we  suppose,  receive  their  appointments 
from  general  Scott,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
chiefs.  Until  the  departure  of  each  detachment, 
the  Indians  are  to  be  subsisted  by  the  government. 

Thus  is  settled,  we  hope  forever,  one  of  the  most 
difficult  and  complex  questions  which  the  govern- 
ment hat  had  to  contend  with  since  the  last  war, — 


If  it  has  not  terminated  satisfactorily  to  all,  the 
disalfected  must  make  the  most  reasonable  allow- 
ancas  for  the  principal  actors  in  this  scene.  They 
have  had  parts  to  pcrlbrm  of  the  most  delicate  and 
responsible  nature.  They  have  had  an  injured  na- 
tion's wounds  to  bind  up,  and  at  the  same  lime  to 
avoid  compromilting  the  interest  or  honor  t\(  the 
United  States.  In  the  fullilment  of  the  duties  as- 
sigiii  d  them,  they  have  hail  to  tear  asunder  the 
cords  of  aioction  uhicli  bound  a  noble  tribe  of 
pc  opie  to  llieir  natal  Soil  and  Ihe  burial  grounds  of 
their  fathers,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  force 
them  to  inarch  to  another  land.  These'  things,  no 
doubt,  combined  to  inlluence  general  ScotI  to  run 
the  risk  ot  incurrin::  the  displeasure  of  many  who 
have  made  sacrifices  on  Ihe  failh  of  the  promises 
held  out  lo  the  public.  H-  ivas  no  doiibl  willing 
even  to  abridge  his  own  well-deserved  popularity 
if  it  would  dissipate  Ihe  gloom  and  sorrow  which 
rested  u|-.on  the  Cherokee's.  Then  lei  e\  eiy  lip  be 
closed  and  ev.ny  |)en  be  dried  that  would  refieel  on 
that  brave  and  venerated  olficer  ten- the  coiiise  he 
has  pursued. 

From  Ihe  .Viid  I'or.',-  .Iiiierican  of  Ihe  2:iil  iiisl. 

.■Vs  we  have  seen  several  slali-inents  implying 
that  these  Indians  were  slill  dissatisfii-d,  and  sub- 
ject, in  consequence,  to  harsh  trealmi-nt  by  Ihe 
forces  ordered  lo  superinteml  Iheir  emimation,  we 
take  plea,sure  in  imparling,  on  unqncslionable  au- 
thority, the  following  facts: 

The  whole  of  the  Cherokecs  were,  on  the  .Tl-.t 
ult.  colheted  in  four  camps— of  whom  eight  thou- 
sand were  around  the  head  quarters  of  gen.  Scott, 
and  the  remainder,  about  lour  Ihousaml.  in  three 
other  camps — in  addition  to  three  thousand  sent  olf 
to  the  west  in  June.  They  are  perfectly  content  lo 
emigrate  as  soon  as  the  cool  season  shall  relnrn. — 
The  general  lakes  care  to  see  them  widl  fed  and 
well  clothed,  furnished  with  tenls,  physicians,  me- 
dicines, and  hospital  stores.  The  camp  is  about 
12  miles  by  4 — cover,  (I  with  wood  and  shade — and 
supplied  with  40  or  50  good  springs  and  running 
streams,  with  the  beaulifiil  Higli-wassee  river 
touching  it  on  one  side.  The  Indians  are  cheerful, 
and  confide  unreservedly  in  the  general,  who  has 
succeeded  in  making  an  arrangement  with  them, 
by  w  hich  they  are  lo  conduct  the  emigralion  them-  ] 
selves,  the  government  furnishing,  jrom  time  to  1 
lime,  upon  the  general's  requisitions,  out  of  the  piir-  ; 
chase  money  stipulated  to  bo  paid  to  the  Imlians — 
amounting  to  more  than  six  millions  of  dullnrs — ; 
funds  for"  carrying  on  the  removal.  The  chiefs  j 
and  head  men  are  already  eii:ra  ;ing  wagons  and  or- ! 
gani'iing  parlies  for  the  land  route.  Two  regiments  I 
only,  the  4lh  inl'intry  and  3d  artillery,  are  retained 
by  the  general,  rather  for  protection  lo  the  Indians 
tlian  as  a  guard  over  them.  The  mililia  are  alldis-  ' 
charged.  No  sentinels  are  posted  over  any  of  the  1 
Indian  camps,  and  none  are  wa:ited.  The  Indians  ! 
not  only  do  not  attempt  escape,  but  they  could  not 
be  driven  away. 

We  rejoice  in  being  able  to  communicate  these ' 
facts,  which  soften  so  much  Ihe  rigor  of  the  deri-  ! 
sioii  that  dooms  these  Indians  to  dc<porlalion.  and 
which  redound  so  iiiueh  to  the  honor  of  general 
Stolt.  i 


ML.XICO. 

The  following  is  the  speech  of  president  Busta- 
mcnto.  deliverei'  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
national  congress  on  Ihe  Sfllh.  of  which  we  pub-  I 
lislied  an  extract  in  the  last  '•l!F:f;rsTF.R."  1 

Geiilleinen:  The  conslilutional  tenn  v\-hich  fin- j 
ishes  this  day.  presents  circumstances  as  important 
forihe  repntilic  as  Ihey  are  worthy  the  attention 
and  examination  of  its  legislators'.  Whether  the  j 
internal  condition  of  the  connliy  or  its  external  re-  ; 
latinns  be  considered,  you  will  discover  dnrini  the 
period  which  has  transpired  since  January  of  the  ' 
present  year,  the  favor  of  Providence  and  the  pro- 
teclion  v\liich  it  has  dispensed  among  us  to  secure 
the  peac  and  the  renown  of  i\fexico  among  civil, 
ized  nations.  Turn  your  eyes,  gentlemen,  to  the  j 
difficulty  in  which  we  are  now  involved,  and  re- 
flect upon  the  numerous  embarrassments  we  have 
overcome,  and  upon  the  necessity  of  general  and 
constant  co-operation,  in  nnh-r  lo  ward  olf  those 
evils  which  may  otherwise  afflict  our  country. 

Tranquillity  is  being  re-i  stablished;  and  the 
bands  of  rebels  who  succeeded  temporarily  in  dis- 
turbing it  in  certain  quarters,  have  been  discom- 
fitled  by  the  arms  of  the  republic.  The  paltry  lew 
that  remain  will  soon  disappear,  and  the  safely  of 
the  public  roads  and  villages  be  perfectly  estab- 
lished. It  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
national  representatives  that  Ihe  rebellion  has  been 
so  promptly  put  down.  The  rellection  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  opposes  invincible  obsta- 
cles to  seditions,  is  a  still  greater  cause  of  congratu- 
lation.    X\\  concur  in  regretting   the   evils    which 


civil  w.ir  has  caused,  and  the  unjiiimous  voice  ol 
the  people  calls  Ibr  niiblic  happiness  by  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  order. 

Were  the  latter  not  based  on  such  solid  founda- 
tions, the  diilerences  of  the  republic  with  the 
French  government  would  draw  dovvn  general  ex 
ecralion  upon  the  .seditious.  The  friendly  rela- 
tions which  existed  with  rrance  have  been  inter- 
rupted, its  naval  lorcet  now  blockade  our  most  im- 
porlaiit  haihois,  and  commit  other  hostililies.  Th» 
iiMimalum  of  the  rrench  minister  is  as  inadmissa- 
ble  as  the  di^nily  and  honor  of  the  Mexican  na- 
tion are  invariable.  Consequently,  the  negocia- 
tlons  have  h.  come  complicated,  and  the  difficulties 
on  both  si.hs  have  re,iclnd  Ihe  highest  point,  in 
spite  of  the  loyal  elforls  and  intentions  ol  Ihe  go- 
vernment of  the  republic  to  prevent  these  altcrca- 
lions  by  honorable  measures  lor  both  conntriis. 

As  congress  is  already  inlbimed  ol  the  preten- 
sions of  Ine  I-'rench  government  and  the  grave  in- 
juries and  ollences  which  the  nation  have  sulleicd 
liom  its  hoslililirs,  it  cannot  fail  lo  appreciate  at 
its  proper  value  the  prudent  and  dignified  conduct 
ol  the  ,.\ecuti\e.  II  honor  were  not  Ihe  dearest 
atlribnteol  a  Iree  republic,  or  if  a  war  betweeo  two 
friendly  powers  wer.'  less  piejiidiced  to  our  inter- 
ests and  welfare,  it  might  be  tlionglil  thai  the  go- 
vernment should  h.ive  inclined  to  one  of  those  ex- 
tremes which  it  has  ever  fought  lo  avoid.  But 
yon.  genllemen,  are  well  impressed  with  Ihe  ad- 
vantages of  that  system  of  firmness  and  modera- 
tion which  has  obiaiiied  that  respect  which  the 
name  of  Ihe  rr  public  merits  U>v  the  preservation  of 
its  peaceful  relalions  with  foreign  powi-rs. 

The  hostilities  committed  by  Ihe  French  naval 
forces,  and  the  blockade  suli'ercd  by  oui  ports, 
would  have  justified  the  severest  reprisals  on  the 
part  of  Ihe  republic.  But,  gentlemen,  since  the 
governnienl  has  llrmly  established  the  nation,  it  has 
ihou';ht  it  best  to  conciliate  the  French  cabinet  by 
its  generous  moderation,  that  i(  may  adopt  another 
line  of  rondiict  more  consonant  with  decorum  and 
the  interest  of  both  countries. 

I  cannot  decide  with  ceilainty  what  will  be  the 
termiimtion  of  these  unhappy  difierences,  but  I  can 
assure  you  that  whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  the  Jlcxican  nation.  Dis- 
posed to  sustain,  in  case  of  emergency,  a  war 
which  we  shall  not  have  provoked,  and  desirous  of 
an  honorable  peace  between  Mexico  and  France, 
the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  us  under  such  circum- 
stances, cannot  be  questionable. 

You  are  aware  iliat  Ihe  United  States  have  ac- 
cepted the  arbilratiim  of  a  friendly  power,  propos- 
ed to  Ihein  by  Ihe  government  of'the  republic,  for 
Ihe  re-establishinent  of  the  amity  and  harmony  so 
urd'ortiinalely  interrupted.  If  I  iiave  deplored  the 
unhappy  .state  of  our  relalions,  I  have  never  doubt- 
ed that  that  cabinet  will  aid  in  the  rational  and  just 
accommodation  ol  the  phil.inthropie  sentiments  ex- 
isting between  Mexico  and  Ihe  United  States.  I 
am  now  far  from  reviving  the  mutual  complaint* 
which  have  been  made.  Let  the  two  governments 
apply  themselves  entirely  to  a  definite  and  satisfac- 
tory arringemcnl,  by  wiiich  the  dilferences  which 
have  endangered  the  conliniiance  id'p,  ace  wilh  our 
neighbors,  may  be  forgotten.  The  neutrality  law 
lately  passed  by  Ihe  two  houses  of  the  American 
congress,  and  the  assurances  given  loour  minister, 
should  satisfy  us  with  respect  to  their  frank  and 
sincere  intentions. 

The  friendship  of  the  republic  with  the  other 
European  and  .\infiican  powers,  has  extended  to 
Belgium,  and  Ihe  vew  slale  of  Ihe  eqtiulor.  Their 
fovernments  have  sent  plenipotentiaries  fully  accre- 
dited to  accoin|dish  negotiations  with  a  view  to 
give  an  impulse  to  commercial  Iransaclions  with 
those  countries.  The  government  of  the  republic 
will  receive  them  wilh  all  the  attention  w  hich  the 
reciprocal  advantages  they  w  ill  confer,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  our  foreiixn  relations  alike  merit. 

I  regret  sincerely  that  I  cannot  announce  to  you 
Ihe  openingof  Ihe  campaign  of  Texas,  lonr  wis- 
dom will  enable  you  to  appreciate  the  incapability 
of  Ihe  governnii-nt  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  in 
Ihe  case.  Fortunately,  they  all  depend  upon  acci- 
dental circumstances,  which  will  nllimately  disap- 
pear and  leave  the  <rovernment  free  lo  employ  it» 
resources  and  power  in  restoring  the  integrity  of  its 
territory. 

The  stagnation  of  foreien  commerce,  allhongh  i 
has  severely  alfected  all  its  ramifications,  has  like 
wise  demonstrated  the  internal  lesoiirces  of  the  na 
lion,  aiid  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  internal  af 
I  fairs  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  adininislralioi 
may  be  provided  fiir.  This  labor,  so  worthy  of  lh< 
j  house,  would  terminate  Ihe  necessities  of  the  trea 
sury.  To  remedy  this  evil  as  much  as  possibl 
I  should  be  one  of  the  first  objects  ol  your  allerition 
I  must  not  omit  Ihe  wants  which  (oi  many  year 
'  the  greater  portions  of  the  officers  and  valiant  troop' 
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of  the  government  have  sulfered  with  that  exem- 
plary patience  which  it  is  to  be  expected  from  true 
republicans.  They  would  sufier  still  more  were  it 
requisite,  but  congress  and  the  government  should 
zealously  protect  these  faithful  servantsof  the  coun- 
try. 

The  army,  police,  and  system  of  internal  affairs 
being  thoroughly  organized,  nothing  can  occur 
to  shake  the  ibiii;dations  of  public  tranquillity.  The 
national  character,  which  at  various  political  crises, 
has  been  so  nobly  develo|  ed,  will  be  the  ;inmu;n 
mobile  of  the  fruitful  elements  of  this  privileged  soil 
anil  of  general  prosperity.  Our  lorcign  diliorences 
will  either  terminate  honorably,  or  will  occasion 
new  motives  to  induce  the  public  to  pursue  its  de- 
termination for  the  defence  ol  its  national  rights. 
You,  gentlemen,  constitute  one  of  the  firmest  pillars 
of  the  country,  and  your  legitimate  duties  at  the 
next  session,  will  doubtless  comport  with  the  great 
object  which  distinguishes  the  constitutional  com- 
pact. Consider  well  the  important  and  multitudi- 
nous duties  of  the  e.xecutive,  and  continue  to  assist 
him  vvitli  the  most  ardent  zeal  and  the  most  unfail- 
ing confidence. 

From  a  communication  made  to  the  minister 
of  war  and  marine,  by  the  commandant  gene- 
ral of  the  state  of  Tamaulipas,  we  learn  that 
the  sloop  Gualpan,  having  put  olf  from  Tam- 
pico  to  embark  some  eti'ects  on  board  the  British 
packet,  was  boarded  by  three  armid  boats  from  the 
French  blockading  brig.  The  British  consul,  who 
had  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  said  sloop,  and 
was  himself  steering  her,  was  removed  from  tlie 
helm,  and  ordered  on  board  the  French  brig.  He, 
however,  resisted  the  demand,  protested  against 
such  hostile  proceedings,  and  insisted  that  the 
vessel  should  be  searched.  After  a  short  de- 
tention he  was  suffered  to  proceed;  and  after  pla- 
cing the  objects  in  question  on  board  the  packet, 
the  sloop  returned  without  further  molestation  to 
Tampico.  We  have  understood  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  consul  (Mr.  Crawford)  to  make  a 
complaint  to  his  government  of  this  unwarrantable 
invasion  of  his  rights.  [.Vui.  Intel. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OFFICES  CREAT 
ED  IN  1S38. 

Report  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  in  com])liance  with  the  ''act  to 
authorize  the  ap]iointinent  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  July  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  house  of  reps,  of  the  U.  S. 

July  IS,  1S38. 
In  obedience  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  "act  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  July  4, 1836,  which 
requires  "the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  ol 
the  house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  pub- 
lish a  statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during 
the  session;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  new  othces 
created,  and  the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  offices,  the  salaries  of  \vliicli  are  in- 
creased, and  the  amount  of  such  increase,"  the 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  subn.its  the 
accompanying  statements. 

WALTER  S.  FRANKLIN,  W«7c  ho.  of  reps. 

Statements  of  appropriations  made,  ncie  offices  created 
with  the  salaries  if  each,  offices  the  salaries  of  which 
are  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such  increase, 
during  the  1st  and  id  sessions  of  the  25lh  congress 
of  the  United  States  of  ..imerica. 

July  IS,  183S. 

Prepared  by  the  clerk  of  tho  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  obedience  to  the  Gth  section  of  (head 
of  July  4,  1836,  entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  Is/  and 
2d  sessions  of  the  2oth  congress  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  specifying  the  amount  and  ob- 
ject of  each. 

EXTRA  SESSIO.V,  OR    IST  SESSIO:j  25tII  CONGRESS. 
H.    R.  9. 

Malting  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1837. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  and  deh'gates  .§248, 500  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  anil 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  senate  30,001)  CO 

For  .stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  house  of  leprescntatives  '  £0,000  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
navy,  as  enumerated  in  the  act 


of  the  3d  of  March  last,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated 
by  that  act 

Forthertliefand  protectionof  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attend- 
ing the  prosecution  of  the  claim 
of  the  L'nited  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  by  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the 
otfice  of  the  treasurer 

For  preparing,  printing,  and  bind- 
ing documents  ordered  by  the  re- 
solution of  the  senate  of  the  2d 
of  July,  1836,  25th  of  February, 
1837,  and  2d  of  March,  1837,  to 
be  disbursed  under  the  direclion 
of  the  committee  to  audit  and 
control  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  senate 

11.  R.  2. 

Expense  of  issuing  treasury  notes 

H.  R.  8. 
For  suppressing  Indian  hostilities 


.,000  00 
500  00 


i.OOO  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


.S^.KKi.flno  fio 


2d  session  25th  congress. 
H.  R.  224. 

For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
mentfor  the  year  1838. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  and  delegates  $'567,680  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives 40,400  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  senate  50,000  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  house  of  representatives  225,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  secretary  of  state,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  and  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral. 60,000  00 

For  salary  of  secretary  to  sign  pa- 
tents for  [uiblic  lands,  per  act  of 
March  2d,  1833  ],500  00 

Fc-r  clerks  and   messengers  in  the 

office  of  the  .secretary  of  state  20,300  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
department  of  slate,  including 
jiublishing  and  distributing  the 
laws  25,000  00 

For  the  superintendent  and  watch- 
men of  the  northeast  executive 
buildin;;  1,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
buildini:,  including  fuel,  labor, 
oil,  and  repairs         '  3,350  00 

For  compensation  to  the  ckiks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  16,450  CO 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
said  office,  per  act  of  23d  June, 
1.836  3,600  CO 

For  compensation  to  the  first  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury  3,500  f!0 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
first  comptroller  19,300  00 

For   compensation   to    the    second 

comptroller  ;^,«00  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cond eotnpfroller,  including  the 
compensation  of  two  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  fourth 
auditor  12,250  CO 

For  compensation  to  the  first  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury  3,000  00 

For  eorapeiisati(.n  to  the  clerks  ami 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
first  auditor  15,900  00 

For  compensation  to  the  second  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury  3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
second  auditor  17,900  00 

For  compensation  to  the  third  au- 
ditor 3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  dorks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
third  auditor  27.250  00 


For  compensation  to  two  additional 
clerks,  emjiloyed  under  the  act 
of  the  JSth  January,  1837,  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed 

For  compensation  to  the  fourth  au- 
ditor 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
fourth  auditor 

For  an  addilional  clerk  in  the  same, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  act  ol  the 
3d  March  last,  for  the  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  pen- 
sion fund 

For  compensation  to  the  fifth  audi- 
tor 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
filth  auditor 

For  com|)ensation  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  Stales 

For  compensation  to  the  register  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  re- 
gister of  treasury 

For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office, 
per  act  of  4th  July,  1836 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder, 
solicitor,  draughtsman  and  assis- 
tant draughtsman,  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, and  packers,  in  the  office 
of  the  commi.'-sioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office 

For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  so- 
licilorofthe  treasury 

For  expenses  of  stationary,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  including  copying, 
and  expenses  incnired  in  conse- 
quence of  the  burning  of  the  trea- 
sury building 

For  translating  foreign  languages, 
and  for  receivingand  transmitting 
passports  and  sea-letters,  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 


For  ; 


and  printing  public  ac- 
first   comp- 

eco:;d  comp- 


For   the  office  of  the 
troller 

For  the  office  of  the  s 
tn-.ller 

For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor 

I-'or  the  office  of" the  second  auditor 

For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor, 
inclmling  $1,450,  the  estimated 
amount  due  to  printers  for  pub- 
lishing rules  and  regulations,  and 
notices  to  claimants,  under  the 
act  ol  the  18th  of  January,  1837, 
to  provide  for  the  pnyment  of 
horses  and  other  properly  lost  or 
destro^'ed  in  lite  military  service 
of  the  United  States 

For  tile  office  of  the  fourth  auditor 

For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor 

For  the  office  of  the  Ireasurtr  of  the 
United  lA.tes 

For  the  o^Ie  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  including  $500  for  the 
purchase  of  books 

For  compensation  of  superintendent 
and  two  watchmen  for  the  addi- 
tional buildinc  for  the  use  of  the 
general  land  office 

For  coinpensalion  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  watchmen  of  the 
southeast  executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  trea- 
sury, including  fuel,  oil,  labor, 
repairs,  furniture,  and  for  rent, 
amounting  to  .'j;;4.350  per  annum 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  including  the  mes- 
senger in  the  bounty  land  bureau 


2,400  00 
3,000  00 


1,000  00 
3.000  00 

9,800  00 
3,000  00 

10,750  (iO 
3,000  00 

24,200  00 

3,000  00 


107,850  00 
3,500  00 


300  00 

1,400  CO 

2,000  00 

1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


2,250  00 
1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,300  00 
3,000  CO 

1,500  00 

1,050  00 
2,100  00 


12,000 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  the  of- 
fice of  the  secietarj'  of  war 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the 
war  department 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks, 
wlien  employed  in  said  office 

For  coinpi?nsation  of  ttio  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  atfairs 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  alfairs 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
ofnce 

For  compejisation  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  pensions,  including  five 
hundred  dollars  for  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  1837 

For  compensation  of  clerks  Irans- 
lerred  from  the  olficc  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war  to  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  pensions 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messens;ers  lor  tlie  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  (tensions  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  9th  May,  1336 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  tiie 
paymaster  General 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commanding  general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice 

For  compensation  to  clerks  ai.d 
niessenafer  in  the  office  of  the 
adjutant  u;eiieral 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenj;er  in  the  office  of  the 
quartermaster  general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensalion  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissar}' general  of  purchases 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissary  general  of  subsist- 
ence 

For  contingent  expensfs  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  chief 
engineer 

For  contingent  expenses  ofsaid  of- 
fice, including  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  expanses  attending  the 
removal  of  tb;  office 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and 
messenger  hi  the  office  of  the  sur- 
geon general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerics  and 
messenger  in  the  ordnance  office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  topographical 
bureau 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau 

For  compensation  of  superinleti- 
dent  and  watclin;en  nf  the  north- 
west executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  rent  of  bounty 
land  office  ;  for  improving  the 
grounds  for  a  new  building;  for 
land  for  the  engine-house,  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  .March  3d, 
1837;  and  lor  the  contingencies 
of  the  fire  engines  and  ap|iaratus 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  board 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  board 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

messenger  of  the  navy  board 
For   contingent   expenses   of   said 
office 


§3,000  00 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

IG.lllO  OU 

2,000  00 


13,150 

00 

fi,100 

00 

300 

00 

1,500 

00 

300 

00 

7,650 

00 

1,600 

00 

7,300 

00 

(iOO 

00 

4,200 

00 

800 

00 

4,300  00 
2,fi00  00 


2,000  00 

1,C5()  00 

700  00 

8,600  00 

013  00 

2,500  00 

1,235  00 


5,300  00 

12,850  00 
3,000  00 

10,500  00 
2,000  00 
8,450  00 
1,800  00 


For  salary  of  superintendent  and 
watchman  of  the  southwest  exe- 
cutive building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
huildiiig 

For  compensalion  to  three  assistant 
posduasters  general,  per  act  3d 
July,  1836 

For  compensalion  to  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  general  post 
office 

For  conliiigent  cxprnses  of  said 
office,  including  four  thonsaml 
dollars  for  rent  and  find  for  the 
auditor's  office 

For  arrearages  for  the  year  1837 

For  compensalion  oflwo  watchmen 

For  comjjensalion  to  the  auditor  of 
the  post  office 

For  compen^alion  to  dorks  and 
messengers  in  said  office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  including  llie  expense  of 
quarterly  books,  slalionaiy,  print- 
ing, pay  of  laborers,  and  arrear- 
age 01' expenses  iiicid.ental  to  the 
occupation  of  Ihc  new  office 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  northwest  of  the  Oliio 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his 
office,  per  acts  of  9lli  Jlay,  1S3G 

For  compensalion  to  (he  surveyor 
general  for  Illinois  and  Missouri 

For  rompens.ition  to  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  9th  May,  1S36 

For  comiicnsation  to  the  surveyor 
general  of  Arkansas 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Louisiana 

For  compei'sation  to  clerks  in  Ihe 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  9lh  May,'  1836 

For  coin|)ensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Mississippi 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  the  9th  of  May,  1836 

For  compensation  of  tl'.e  surveyor 
general  of  Alabama 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  snrvijor  general, 
per  acts  ofOth  May,  1S36,  includ- 
ing one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  adJilional  clerk-hire  in 
preparing  the  survey  and  return 
of  the  Cherokee  cession 

For  compensalion  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Florida 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general 

For  compensation  to  the  commis- 
sion! r  of  public  buildings  in 
Washington 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants 
to  the  commissioner,  as  superin- 
tendent ol  the  Potomac  bridge; 
forthe  expense  of  oil  for  the  lamps 

For  compensalion  lo  the  officers 
and  clerks  ol  the  mint 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departmeiits  of  the  mint,  and  for 
contingent  expenses 

For  compensation  lo  th')  officers 
and  clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotfe.  North  Carolina 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  llie  \ai-ious 
departments  of  the  same 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  same 

For  renewing  the  roof  of  the  uiinf 
at  Charlotte,  Xortli  Carolina 

For  compensation  to  Ihe  officers 
and  cl;-rk  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega.  Georgia 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same 

For  wastage  of  gold,  ami  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  ti.e  same 

For  enclosing  Ihe  mint  lot,  and  for 
buildings 

For  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  clerks  of  the  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
for   contingent   expenses   of  the 
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12,900  00 
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For  compensalion  of  the  governor, 
judges,  and  secretary  of  Wiscon- 
sin  territory  9,100  00 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay,  and 
mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
legislative  assembly;  i>iiy  of  offi- 
c.'ii  of  Ihe  council,  aiW  taking 
tile  census  of  said  torrilory,  and 
lor  printing  Ihe  law^;  for  lurni- 
tiiie  and  rent  of  buildings  29.625  00 

For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges,  and  secretary  of  the  !er- 
rilory  of  Florida  11,700  00 

For  conlingenl  expenses,  pay,  and 
mileage  of  the  members  of  IIk; 
legislative  C'luncil  ofsaid  lerri- 
feiy;  pay  of  Ihe  clficers  of  the 
council,  and  forcopying  the  laws 
for  the  printer  10,000  GO 

For  compensalion  lo  the  chief  jus- 
tice, the  associate  judges,  bi.d 
district  judges  of  the  United 
States  101,400  00 

For  compensalion  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice and  associate  judgi-s  of  the 
District  ol  Columbia,  and  of  the 
judge  of  the  orphans'  courts  of 
said  district  9,500  00 

For  compensation  to   Ihe   atlorney 

gcneial  of  Ihe  United  IStat<s  4,000  00 

For  com|)ensalion  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  attor- 
ney general  1,300  00 

For    coiitiiigi;nt    expenses    of    said 

office  500  00 

For  compensalion  to  the  reporter 
of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  Ihe  district  at- 
torneys and  marshals,  as  granted 
by  law,  including  Ihose  in  the 
several  territories  13,250  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
supreme  court  and  Ihe  ilistiict 
courts  of  the  United  Stales,  in- 
cluding the  District  of  Columbia; 
also,  for  jurors  and  witnesses,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  arising  from  fines, 
penalties,  ai;il  forfeilnres  incurred 
in  (!ie  ye;ir  1S3S  and  preceding 
years;  and,  likewise,  lor  defray- 
ing the  exjienses  of  soils  in  which 
the  United  Slates  arc  concerned, 
and  of  prosecn lions  for  offences 
coininilted  against  the  United 
Stales,  and  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  prisoners  350,000  00 

Forexpenses  of  printing  llie  records 

of  the  supreme  court  .",000  CO 

For  Ihe  payment  of  pensions  grant- 
ed by  special  acts  of  congress  1,050  00 

For  the  support  and  m!iintr?nance  tif 
light-houses,  floaiing  lights,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  stakage's,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  of  lamps,  oil, 
keepers'  salaries,  repairs,  im- 
luoveinents,  and  contingent  ex- 
lienscs  356,863  00 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the 
United  States, including  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendeiit 
arid  assistants  90,000  00 

For  completing  thct  puV.Iic  ware- 
house at  lialtimore  25,0  10  00 

Forcompleling  surM'jsin  Alaba- 
ma, according  to  the  provision  in 
the  appropriation  act  of  3d  March, 
18S7  2,000   00 

For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the 
towns  named  iri  Ihe  act  of  26lli 
May,  1824  6.000  00 

For  the  compensation  lo  two  keep- 
ers of  the  public  archives  in  Flo- 
fi'la  1,000  00 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the 
United  Slates  to  Great  liiilain, 
France,  Spain,  Russia,  and  Prus- 
sia 45,000  00 

For   salaries   of   the  secretaries  of 

legation  to  the  same  places  10.000  00 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  iles 
aliaires  to  Portugal,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Bel- 
gium, Brazil.  Chili,  Peru,  Ccniral 
America,  New  Granada,  and 
Venezuela,  and  for  an  outfit  to  a 
charge  d'affaires  to  Peru  58,500  00 

For  salary  of  Ihc  drogoman,  and  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey  6.500  00 
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For  IliL'  contingent  expenses  of  all 

the  nji-sionsabroail  $30,000  00 

For  salari.'S  ol'  the  corrsiils  of  llie 
United  States  at  London  and 
Paris  4,000  00 

For   expenses  ol'  interconrse   with 

the  B.ub.iry  Powers  17,400  00 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of 
American  seamen  in  foreign 
countries  40,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 

inteiconrse  15,000  00 

For  clerk-hire,  olfice-rent,  station- 
ary, and  other  expenses,  in  the 
office  ol  tile  Anieric;in  cijnsnl  in 
London,  per  act  ol  19th  Jannary, 
1S36  2,800  00 

For  interpreters,  guards,  and  other 
expenses  incidental  to  the  consn- 
lates  in  the  Turkish  dominions  5,500  00 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  of  the 
mes^senger,  and  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  library  4,210  00 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
library  of  congress  5,000  00 

For  registers  for  ships  and   vessels, 

and  lists  of  crews  4,000  00 

For  compensation  to  a  person  em- 
ployed ill  making  an  abstract  of 
the  pension  laws,  and  in  prepar- 
ing the  papers  forcongiess,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  9tli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837  500  00 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  3,000  00 

For  alterations  and    repairs   of  the 

capitol,  and  incidental  expenses  6,331  00 

For  filling  up  the  street  in  front  of 
carpenter's  shop,  and  conducting 
water  to  tile  public  stables  550  00 

For  lighting  lamps,  and  superinten- 
dence of  the  public  grounds  a- 
round  the  capitol  5,970  00 

For  extending  capitol  square  west, 
and  improving  the  same  south  of 
the  centre  footway,  according  to 
the  plan  already  in  part  execut- 
ed, under  the  provi?ions  of  an  act 
of  tlie  last  congress  23,127  8G 

For  attendance  at  the  western  gates 

of  the  capitol  547  50 

For  salary  of  the  principal  gardener  1,000  00 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the 
president's  house,  and  for  siiper- 
intenden:'e  of  the  grounds  around 
the  same  4,815  00 

For  flag  footways  across  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  at  third,  four-and- 
a-half,  sixth,  seventh,  ninlh,tenlh, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  Ihirteenlh, four- 
teenth, and  fifteenth  streets,  and 
across  first  street  east  of  capitol 
square  2,2S0  00 

For  re|iairing  the  marine  hospital  at 

Charleston,  South  Carolina  2,000  00 

For  the  second  payment  to  Luigi 
Persico,  according  to  the  contract 
made  with  him,  for  a  group  of 
statues  for  the  capitol  4,000  00 

For  the  second  payment  to  the  artists 
engaged  in  executing  paintings 
for  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol, 
under  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses  8,000  00 

For  purelKi^ing  eighty  thousand 
pieces  of  parchment,  and  the 
expense  of  printing  the  same  13,600  00 

For  the  seivice  of  the  general  post 
office,  for  the  year  1838,  in   con- 
formity to  the  act  of  2d  July,  1836      4,694,000  00 
H.  P..  412. 

I'or  the  compensation  of  a  topo- 
grapher and  clerks  employed  in 
the  post  office  department,  in  coii- 
formily  with  the  appropriation  act 
of  March  3d,  1837,  and  for  one 
additional  clerk  tn  keep  an  ap- 
propriation account  until  the  1st 
of  January,  1839  9,200  00 

For  the  compensation  of  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  auditor's  office  of 
the  treasury  for  the  post  office 
department,  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  till  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry,  1839  10,500  00 

For  the  documentary  history  of  the 
revolution,  the  aniount  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  object,  and 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund. 


For  the  Mars  Hill  military  road 

To  enable  the  treasury  officers  to 
close  the  account  of  Cliarles 
Thomas,  being  part  ol  an  amount 
heretolore  appropriated  and  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  liiiid. 

To  the  state  of  Maine,  to  reimburse 
the  expense  of  said  st.ite  tor  al- 
lowances to  Ebenezcr  S-  Greely, 
for  his  sufferings  and  losses  atten- 
dant upon  his  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment in  the  jail  at  Frederick- 
ton,  New  Briinsvvick,  in  conse- 
quence of  taking  the  census  at 
Madawaska;  and  to  John  Baker 
and  others,  lor  sufferings  and 
losses  in  relation  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  said  town,  the  sum  of 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 
the  patent  officc- 

For  furnishing  machinei  y,  and  for 
other  expenses  incident  to  the 
outfit  of  the  branch  mints  at  New 
Orleans,  Charlotte, and  Dahlonega 

For  salaries  of  the  governor,  secre- 
tary, chief  judge,  associate  jus- 
tices, district  attorney,  and  mar- 
shal, and  pay  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  the  territory  of  Iov\a, 
and  the  expenses  Ihereof,  print- 
ing of  the  laws,  taking  the  census, 
and  otiier  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  said  assem- 
bly and  territory 

For  erecting  public  bi.ildings  in  the 
terr-tory  of  Iowa 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
senate,  not  antici|iated  when  the 
ordinary  estimate  of  the  year  was 
prepared,  being  |iiiiicipally  for 
engraving  and  printing  maps,  and 
other  printing,  the  purchase  of 
books  and  book-cases  for  the  se- 
nate committee  rooms,  the  ex- 
penses of  committees  of  investi- 
gation, and  the  |iay  of  clerks  of 
committees 

For  an  outstanding  balance  of  ex- 
pend it  u  res  under  the  head  of  mili- 
tary surveys,  and  to  enable  the 
department  to  setUe  and  close 
that  account 

Fo.- an  outstanding  balance  of  ex- 
penditures for  surveys  by  tlie  civil 
engineers,  to  enable  that  depart- 
ment to  settle  and  close  the  ac- 
count for  those  surveys 

To  close  the  account  for  the  laving 
out  and  construction  of  a  mail 
route  and  post  load  through  the 
Creek  country,  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  and  to  pay  the  balances 
due  to  contractors  and  workmen 
upon  the  said  road,  the  sum  of 

For  the  salary  of  the  additional 
judge  of  the  orphans'  court  of 
Washiniituu  county,  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia, 'the  office  hav- 
ing been  created  by  a  law  of  the 
present  session  of  congress 

For  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the 
criminal  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  said  court  having 
been  established  by  a  law  of  con- 
gress of  the  present  session 

For  enabling  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  carrv  into  effect  the 
resoluiion  of  the  29th  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  steam  engines  and 
steamboats,  and  the  lo~s  of  life 
and  property  which  has  been  suf- 
fered in  their  use,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  he  may  find  necessaiy 
for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
marshals,  deputy  marshals,  and 
other  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  in  executing  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  passed  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  entitled 
"an  act  to  amend  an  act  enlitled 
■an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  Slates,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  therein  menliori- 
ed,'  approved  April  tv^-entielli, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,"  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  of  three  hun- 


1,175  00 

50,000  00 


24,675  00 
20,000  00 


50,000  00 


died  and  City  thousand  dollars  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
courts  ol  the  United  Slates,  made 
in  the  'act  makingappropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
|)enses  of  government  lor  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight, approved  April  sixth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -eight,"  to  be  expended  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  judge 
of  the  circuil  or  district  court  of 
the  United  States  of  the  circuit 
or  district  where  the  expenditure 
may  have  been  made  or  the  ser- 
vices rendered. 

For  the  paper  and  printing  of  a 
complete  catalogue  ol  the  books 
of  the  congress  library,  hereto- 
lore ordered 

For  compensation  to  Ferdinando 
Pettrich,  for  models  of  statues  for 
blocking  to  the  western  front  of 
the  capitol 

For  enlaiging  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  house  of  re[)resentalives, 
to  provide  lor  the  payu.ent  ior 
certain  expenses  iiicurrfd  by  the 
house  by  resolution  of  27th  of 
January,  1838 

For  laborers,  and  horse,  cart,  and 
driver  employed  at  the  president's 
square 

For  repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge 

For  three  hundred  feel  of  suction 
hose  for  the  capitol  and  capitol 
grounds 

For  cast-iron  settees  and  chairs  for 
the  public  groumls 

For  salary  of  the  collector  at  the 
port  of  Vicksburg 

H.  R.  82. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  levy  court  of 
Calveit  county,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland 

n.  R.  726. 

For  the  erection  of  a  court-house  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia 

n.  n.  733. 

For  compiling  the  statu  I  es  and  other 
laws  of  the  territory  of  Florida 
H.  R.  822. 

For  completing  the  public  buildings 
in  Wisconsin 

s.  30. 

For  office-rent,  fuel,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses  lor  the  office  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory 

s.  9S. 

To  provide  for  ascertaining  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa 

s,  137. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
annuities  which  may  become  due 
and  payable  to  the  Great  and  Lit- 
tle Osa'ges,  in  the  year  1833,  and 
for  other  purposes 
s.   175. 

To  refund  to  the  Georgia  Railroad 
and    Banking    company    certain 
duties  upon  railroad  iron 
s.  269. 

For  erecting  public  buildings  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the 
territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  confinsent  expenses  of  the 
same 

s.  391. 

For  printing  the  Madison  papers 
s.  189. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  commissioner  lor 
adjusting  the  claims  for  reserva- 
tions of  land  under  the  fourtef  nth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians 

9.    11. 

To  ascertain  and  designate  the 
boundary  line  between  the  state 
of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin 

s.  73. 

For  testing  the  usefulness  of  inven- 
tions to  improve  and  render  safe 
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the    boilers    or    steam    engines 
against  exiilosiiins  §6,000  00 

3.   176. 

To  refund  certaitj  duties  upon  rail- 
road iron,  paid  by  the  New  York 
and  Haileiu  U-iilroadcoiupany  905  63 

s.  iSS. 

To  refund  to  tlie  Newcastle  and 
Frenchtown  Turniiike  and  Rail- 
road company  certain  duties  p.iid 
by  theui  upon  iron  imported  lor 
the  construclion  of  their  railroad  2,003  83 


$■8,252,360  22 


H.  B.  90. 
For  the  support  of  the  arnnj  for  th 

For  the  pay  of  thi-  army 

For  the  subsistence  of  ollicurs 

For  forage  of  olliccrs'  horses 

For  clothins;  for  nthcers'  servants 

For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  to 
discliarged  soldiers 

For  sub.-i'slence,  exclusive  of  t!iat 
of  olticers 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  am! 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  uten- 
sils, and  hospital  furniture 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  de- 
partment 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished 
by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  fuel,  forage, 
straw,  stationary,  anil  ]irinling. 

For  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses, 
embracing  the  re|)airs  and  en- 
largement of  barracks,  quarters, 
store-houses,  and  hospitals,  at  the 
several  posts;  the  erection  of  tem- 
porary cantonments  at  such  posts 
as  shall  be  occupied  iluring  the 
year,  and  of  gun-houses  for  the 
protection  of  cantion  at  the  Ibrts 
on  the  seaboard;  the  purchase  of 
the  necessary  tools  and  mate- 
rials for  the  objects  wanted,  and 
of  the  authorized  furjiilure  for 
the  barrack  rooms;  rent  of  quar- 
ters for  otficers.  of  barracks  for 
troops  at  posts  where  there  are 
no  public  buildings  for  their  ac- 
commodation, ol  store-houses  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  subsistence, 
clothing,  Sic.,  and  of  grounds  for 
summer  cantonments,  encamp- 
ments, and  military  practice 

For  the  allowance  made  to  officers 
for  the  transportation  of  their 
baggage,  when  travelling  on  duly 
without  tioops 

For  the  transportation  of  troops 
and  supplies,  viz;  transportation 
of  the  anny,  including  the  bag- 
gage of  troops  when  moving 
either  by  land  or  water;  freight 
and  ferriages;  purchase  or  hire 
of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  carts, 
wagons,  and  boats,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transportation,  or  for  the 
use  of  garrison;  drayage  and 
cartage  at  the  several  posts:  hire 
of  teamstei'S,  transjiortation  of 
funds  for  the  pay  department: 
expense  of  sailing  a  public  trans- 
port between  the  [losts  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  procur- 
ing water  at  such  posts  as  from 
their  situation,  require  it;  th.e 
transportation  of  clothing  from 
the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
stations  of  the  troops;  of  sub- 
sistence from  the  places  of  pur- 
chase, and  thv'  poiiits  of  delivery 
under  contracts,  to  such  places 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require  it  to  be  sent;  of 
ordnance  from  the  foundries  and 
arsenals  to  the  fortifrcations  and 
frontier  posts,  and  of  lead  from 
the  western  mines  to  the  several 
arsenals,  the  sum  of 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  cou- 
sistin;  of  postage  on  public  let- 
ters and  packets;  expenses  of 
courts  martial  and  courts  of  in- 
quiry, including  the  compensa- 
tion of  judge  advocates,  mem- 
bers, and  witnesses;  extra  pay  to 
soldiers,  under  an  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  2d  of  March,  181P; 


e  j/cir  1S38. 

§1,091,193  00 

347,749  00 

70.987  00 

26,550  00 

30,000  00 


413,299  00 
39,200  00 


203,000  00 


50,000  00 


expenses  of  expresses  from  the 
frontier  posts,  of  the  iiece.-sary 
articles  for  the  interment  of  non- 
commissioned olliceis  and  sol- 
diers; hire  of  laborers,  compen- 
sation to  clerks  ill  the  cilices  of 
quartermasters  &  assistant  quar- 
termasters at  posts  where  their 
duties  cannot  be  perlormed  with- 
out sulIi  aid,  and  to  temporary 
agents  in  charge  of  dismantled 
works,  and  in  the  performance  of 
other  duties;  expenditures  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  two  rciiiuionts 
of  dragoons  complete,  including 
the  purchase  of  horses  to  supjily 
the  place  of  those  which  may  be 
lost  and  become  unlit  forsfrvice, 
and  the  erection  of  ad.lition.il 
stables 

For  two  months' extra  pay  to  le- 
enlisled  soldiers,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  tlie  recruit- 
ing service 

For  the  national  armories 

For  the  armament  of  the  forlifica- 
tioiis 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the 
ordnance  service 

For  arsenals,  (or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  sutficient  to  complete 
the  arsenals  already  commenced, 
and  those  on  the  western  frontier) 

For  the  manufacture  of  elevating 
machines  for  barbette  and  case- 
mate carriages 

For  the  purchase  and  manufacture 
of  light  field  artillery 

For  the  purchase  of  gunpowder  and 
grape  shot 

For  arrearages  payable  through  (he 
office  ol  the  second  auditor 

For  arrearages  payable  through  the 
office  of  the  third  auditor 

For  taxes  on  the  Passyunk  arsetial, 
near  Philadelphia,  for  the  years 
1S37  and  1S3S 

For  contingencies  of  the  army 

For  paving  the  balance  due  the  heirs 
of  William  Meldriim,  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  surveying  and 
marking  the  road  from  La  Plai- 
sance  bay  to  Chiea.^o 

For  paying  Adam  Eckfeld).  for  fine 
gold  and  other  expenses  incurred 
by  him  in  preparing  nine  raeilals 
ordered  by  congress  for  various 
distinguished  officers 
H.  R.  412. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  act  for 
the  increase  of  the  army,  to  wit: 

For  pay 

For  clothing 

For  subsistence 

For  contingent  expenses  for  recruit- 
ing 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
board  of  visiters  at  the  Military 
academy,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
contained  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  that  object 

For  procuring  new  machini-ry  for 
the  Harper's  Ferry  armory,  tlie 
sum  of 

II.  n.  112. 

For  the  siip/iorl  of  the  mililary  acad- 
emy of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  iSr^S. 

For  pay  officers,  cadets,  and  musi- 
cians 

For  subsistence  of  officers  &  cadets 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses 

For  clothing  of  officers'  servants 

For  defraying  (he  expenses  of  the 
boarl  of  visiters  at  West  Point 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationary,  print- 
ing, transportation,  and  postage 

For  repairs,  irnpro\  ements,  and  ex- 
penses of  buildings,  grounds, 
roads,  wharves,  boats,  and  fences 

For  pay  of  adjulant's  and  quarter- 
master's clerks 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the 
library 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  inci- 
dental expenses 

For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  a 
building  for  recitation  and  milita- 

I      rv  exercises,  in  addition  to   the 

'     amount  heretofore  appropriated 


24,264 

360,000 


100,000 

9:-!,floo 


For  the  erection  of  a  barn  and  pub- 
lie  stables 

For  compensation  (o  the  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry,  mineralo- 
gy, and  geology,  at  the  military 
academy 

For  printing  and  binding  (he  regu- 
lations ol  llie  military  ac.ideiny 

For  the  reconstruction  ot  llie  huild- 
iiiis  for  the  library,  enu'iueer, 
cliemical  and  philosophical  de- 
partments at  (he  inilitLiry  acade- 
my at  West  Point,  destroyed  by 
fire  ill  Febniaiy  last 


1.000  00 


300  00 
360  00 


20,000  00 
A5,l27.S(;i)   10 


5 

000 

39 

953 

37 

500 

1 

200 

■^ 

000 

1 
5 

.no 

000 

H.  n.  89. 

For  certain  forlilicutioiis  i.j  the  L'niled  Slates,  for  the 
year  uiie  thoxisaitd  ei^ht  hundred  and  Ihiity-eiehl. 

For  Fort  Warren,  Uoston  harbor  #100,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  Castle 
island,  and  repairs  of  Fort  Inde- 
pendence, liostim  harbor  .lii.iiiio  00 

For  Fort  .\dams,  Khode  Island  100,(100  00 

For  forlificalioiis  at  New  London 

harbor,  Connecticut  25,000  00 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  E.ist  river.  New 

Voik  100,000  00 

For  Fort  Delaware,  Delawar"  river  40,000  00 

For  Fort  McHenry.  Kedoubt  Wood, 
and  Covington  battery,  near  Bal- 
timore '  32.415  00 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia  Km. nun  00 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  Virginia  3u.nmi  00 

For  fortifications  in  Cliarleston  har- 
bor, and  lor  the  preservation  of 
Ihe  site  of  Fort  Moultrie  175,000  00 

For  Fiut  Pulaski,  Cocksjjur  island, 

Georgia  100,000  00 

For  the  Fort  at  Foster's  bank,  Flo- 
rida 33.000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  .Marion  and  of 

the  sea  wall  at  St.  Augustine  29..'jOO  00 

For  the  purchase  of  the  charter- 
right  to  the  bridge  across  Mill 
creek,  at  Fori  Monroe  4,000  00 

For  securing  Ihe  si(e  of  Foil  Cas- 
well, Oak  island,  Norlh  Carolina  8,500  00 

For  repairs  of  the  old  fort  at  (he  lia- 

rancas,  Pensacola  75,000  00 

For  repairing  Foit  Niagara  in  Ihe 

state  of  New  York  3,000  00 

For  contingencies  of  forlilications  10,000  00 

.#1.015,415  00 


379.25(1 
216.730 
74,645 


56.012 
39,566 


1,998 

84 

15,295 

00 

7,257 

50 

950 

00 

SOO 

00 

1,575 

50 

For  the  protection  ol   the  northern 

frontier  ,<;-625.5()fl  00 

11.  R.  225. 

For  the  naval  service  f,r  tlie  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

For  the  pay  of  commissioned,  war- 
rant, and  petty  officers,  and  of 
seamen  $1,312,000  00 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval 
constructors,  and  all  the  civil  es- 
tablishments at  the  several  yards  69.770  00 

For  provisions  "  600,000  00 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary, 
and  the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear 
of  vessels  in  commission  1,200,000  00 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other 
expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  75,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yoi-.l  ot  Porl.-.- 
moiith.  New  Hampshire  20,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs ol  the  navy  yard  at  Charles, 
town,  Massachusetts  74,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York  61,000  00 

For  imiTovement  and  necessary  re- 
jiairs  of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania  21,500  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 
ington '  30.000  00 

For  improvement  anil  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gos- 
port,  Virginia  77,500  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  near  Pen- 
sacola '  76. .500  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  65,0(10  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that 
may  accrue  for  the  following  pur- 


■i\2 
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posfs,  viz:  for  the  freight  and 
transporlation  of  materials  and 
stores  of  every  descriplion;  for 
wharfage  and  docl<ago;  storage 
and  rent;  travelling  expenses  of 
officers  and  transporlation  of  sea- 
men; house  rent  for  pursers  when 
attached  to  y^rds  and  stations 
where  no  house  is  provided;  for 
funeral  expenses;  for  comuiis- 
sions,  clerk  hire,  nfiice  rent, 
stationary,  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents;  for  preniinnis  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  recruiting; 
for  a|.prehendinj  deserters;  for 
compensation  to  judge  advocates; 
(or  per  diem  allowance  to  persons 
attending  courts  marlial  and 
courts  of  inquiry;  for  printing 
and  slationary  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  for  working  the  litho- 
graphic press;  for  books,  maps, 
charts,  mathematical  and  nauti- 
cal instruments,  chronometers, 
models,  and  drawings;  forthe  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  hre  engines 
.  and  machinery,  and  for  the  re- 
pair of  steam  engines;  for  the  pur- 
chase and  maintenance  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carls,  timber 
wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of 
every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  service;  for  pi- 
lotage and  towing  ships  of  war; 
for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in 
commission;  taxes  and  assess- 
ments on  public  property;  for  as- 
sistance rendered  to  vessels  in 
distress;  for  incidental  labor  at 
navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any 
other  appropriation;  for  coal  and 
other  fuel,  and  for  candles  and 
oil;  for  re,pairs  of  magazines  or 
powder-houses;  for  preparing 
moulrls  for  ships  to  be  built,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  vvliatever 
For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 

not  hereinbefore  enumerated 
For  pay  of  the    officers,    non-com- 
missioned officers,  musieians,  and 
privates,   and   subsistence  of  the 
officers  of  the  marine  corps 
For  provisions  forthe  jion-commis- 
sioned    officers,    musicians,    and 
privates  serving   on   shore,   ser- 
vants and  washerwomen 
For  clothing 
For  fuel 

For  keeping  tlie  present  barracks 
in  repair  until  new  ones  can  be 
erected,  and  for  the  rent  of  tem- 
porary barracks  at  New  York 
For  tiaiisporlalion  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  ami  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting 
For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  sur- 
gical instruments,  and  pay  of 
matron 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
corps,  freight,  ferriage, toll,  wharf- 
age, and  cartage,  per  diem  al- 
lowance for  attending  courts  of 
inquiry,  compensation  to  judge 
advocates,  house  rent  ■where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  as- 
signed, incidental  labor  in  the 
quartermaster's  department,  ex- 
penses of  burying  deceased  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  marine 
corps,  printing,  stationary,  fo- 
rage, postage  on  public  letters, ex- 
penses in  pursuing  deserters,  can- 
dles and  oil  for  the  different  sta- 
tions, straw  lor  the  men,  barrack 
furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades,  axes, 
shovels,  picks,  and  carpenters's 
tools 
For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  drums, 
fifes,  flags,  accoutrements,  and 
ordnance  stores 
For  erecting  and  furnishing  a  new 
hospital  building,  and  lor  a 
dwelling  for  an  assistant  surgeon; 
for  the  repairs  of  the  present 
building,  and  for  all  expen- 
ses upon  the  dependencies  near 
Pensacola 
For  erecting  a  sea-wall  to  protect 
the  shore,  for  enclosing  the   hos- 


pital grounds,  for  completing  the 
basement  of  south  wing,  and 
for  all  other  expenses  vipon  the 
dependencies  of  the  hospital 
near  Norfolk 

For  graduating  and  enclosing  the 
grounds  about  the  naval  asylum 
near  Philadelphia,  and  for  all 
other  expenses  upon  the  building 
and  its  dependencies 
I  For  extending  the  hospital  building 
near  Biooidyri,  New  York,  for 
enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for  all 
other  expenses  upon  its  derien- 
(lencies 

For  completing  the  present  hospital 
building  near  Boston,  and  for  all 
expenses  upon  its  ilependencies 

For  repairing  the  enclosure,  and  for 
the  sea-wall  of  the  njagazine 
upon  Ellis's  island,  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York 

For  repairing  the  magazine,  filling 
house,  wiiarf,  and  railv\*ay,  al 
Norfolk,  Virginia 

For  building  a  wall  round  the  maga- 
zine at  Pensacola 

For  the  purpose  of  completing  con- 
tracts now  existing,  or  \shich 
may  be  hereafter  made,  aeccriling 
to  the  provisions  ol  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1S33 

For  fixtures,  fiirniture,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses  at  the  naval 
asylum  at  -Philadelphia 


.«451,000 
3,000 


-10,<^4() 
4:;.t;!t-5 
15,804 


750  00 


3,000   00 


],.5CO,000  CO 


©6,062,136  SO 


n.   E.  226. 

Fo''  Hie  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  cue  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight. 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners, 
under  the  several  acts  oilier  than 
those  of  the  fifteenlh  of  Way, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eiglit;  the  seventh  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two;  and  (he  fourth  of 
Julv,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  Ihirfy-six  $426,772  00 

For  the   invalid   pensioners,   under 

various  laws  134,07.5  62 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans, underthe  act  of  Ihe  fourth 
of  Julv,  one  thousand  eiglit  iiun- 
dred  aiiJ  thirty.-six  1,492,685  00 

For  half-pay  pension^,  payable 
through  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor  5,000  00 


«2,058,532  65 


R.  269. 


i  For  the  cur 


4,139  00 


ni  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Jiulian 
department,  viz: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superinlendrnt 
of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and 
the  several  Indian  agents,  as  pro- 
vided by  Ihe  acts  of  June  30, 
1S34,  and  of  March  3,  1S37  ,ftl6,500  00 

For  pay   of  sub-agents,  authorized 

by  act  of  June  30.  1834  13.000  00 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  au- 

thorized'by  the  same  act  9,300  00 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorized 

by  the  same  act  5,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  lor 
Indians,  at  the  distribution  of 
annuities,  while  on  visits  of  busi- 
ness with  the  superintendents  and 
agenls,  and  when  assembled  on 
public  business  11,800  00 

For  the  necessary  buildings  re- 
quired at  the  several  agencies, 
and  repairs  thereof  ^  10,000  00 

For  postages,  rents,  stationary,  fuel 
for  offices,  and  other  conlingcn- 
cies  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  transportation  and  inci- 
dental expenses  36,500  00 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  governor  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory,  who  is  ex-ofBcio  su- 
perintendent of  Indian  affairs  800  00 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  acting  superintend- 
ent of  the  western'territorv  1.000  00 


For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipu- 
lations of  certain  Indian  treaties, 
and  the  laws  connected  there\\  ith, 
viz: 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York 

Forthe  Senecas  of  New  York 
Forthe  Oltawas 

For  the  VVvandots 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees,  and 
Delawares 

For  the  C'hiisfa  i  Indians 

For  the  Miainies 

For  tlie  Eel  Rivers 

For  the  Potfawatamies 

Forthe  Poltawalamics  of  Huron 

For  the  Potfawatamies  of  the  prairie 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wa- 
bash 

For  the  Potfawatamies  of  Indiana 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  atid 
Pottawatamies 

For  the  Winnebagoes 

For  the  Menoraonies 

Forthe  Chippewas  of  Swan  creek 
and  Black  river 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw 

For  the  Chippewas.  Menomonies, 
Winnebagoes,  and  New  York 
Indians 

Forthe  Sioux  of  Ihe  Mississippi 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux 

For  the  Omahas 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  cf  the  Mis- 
souri 

For  the  lowas 

For  tlie  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi 

For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  Sioux,  lo- 
was, Omahas,  Ottoes,  and  Mis- 
sourias 

For  the  Ofloes  and  Missourias 

For  the  Kanzas 

For  the  Osages 

For  the  Kickapoos 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias 

Forthe  Piankeshaws 

For  the  We  as 

For  the  Delawares 

For  the  Shawnees 

For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees 

For  the  Senecas  ,    . 

For  the  Choclaws  ,      , 

For  the  Chickasaws 

For  the  Creeks 

For  the  Quapaws 

For  the  Florida  Indians 

For  the  Pawnees 

For  Ihe  Cherokecs 

For  the  Oltawas  and  Chi]ipewas 

For  the  Caddoes 

For  various  miscellaneous  expen- 
ses, viz: 

To  complete  payments  for  subscrip- 
tion to  "Indian  Biography" 

For  expenses  of  casting  dies  ami 
striking  off  medals  for  Indians 

For  expenses  of  mission  of  A.  P. 
Chouteau  among  the  wild  tribes 
cf  the  southwest,  including  his 
outfit,  and  the  expenditures  grow- 
ing out  of  and  connected  wilh 
bringing  on  deputations  of  said 
tribes,  w  hicli  he  has  been  author- 
ized to  do 

For  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  1834  for  running  the  boun- 
bary  line  between  the  Choctav\s 
and  Chickasaws 

For  cost  of  sundry  articles  of  pro- 
visions furnished  to  Ihe  Seneca, 
Seneca  and  Shawnee,  and  Osage 
Indians,  w  bile  in  a  destitute  con- 
dition, in  1834,  by  the  commis- 
sioners west,  &c.,  as  per  state- 
ment rendered  and  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  second  auditor,  to 
reimburse  the  appropriation  for 
Indian  annuities,  out  of  which 
the  same  was  paid 

For  expenses  of  delegations  of  lo- 
was, Yancton  Sioux,  and  Sacs 
and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  who  vi- 
sited this  and  the  northern  cities 
in  1837,  by  invitation,  including 
the  usual  presents  and  contin- 
gent expenditures 

For  ex|ienses  of  delegations  of  Paw- 
nees, Ottoes  and  Missourias.and 
Omahas,  who  visited  this  and  the 
northern  cities  in  1837,  by  invi- 
tation, including  the  usual    pre- 


4,500  00 
6.000  00 
6,800  00 
6,840  00 
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scrits   and    contingent    expendi- 
tures 
For  expenses  of  delegations  of  not 
exceeding  three  Clioclaws,  tliree 
Creelcs,   and    five    Osa;jes,    who 
liave  obtained  permission  to  visit 
this  city,  including  the  usual  pre- 
sents  and    contingent   expendi- 
tures 
For  tlie  value  of  buildings  of  the 
Miainies,  on  the  land   ceded   by 
them  in  the  treaty  of  October  23, 
1S34 
For  carrying  into   elfect  the  trea- 
ties with  the  Chippewas  of  Sa:;i- 
naw,  of  1-llh  January  and   2()th 
December,  lS37,and  Jannarv  -3, 
1S3S 
For  carrying  into  elfect  the  treaty 
with  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, of  July  21,  1S37 
For  carrying  into  elfect  the  (rcaly 
with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, of  September  29,  1S37,  as  ra- 
tified by  the  senate 
For  carrying  into  elfect  the  treaty 
with  tlie  Sac-;  and  Foxes  of  the 
Mississippi,  of  October  21,  1837, 
as  ratified  by  the  senate 
For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the 
Missouri,  of  October  21,  1337 
For  carrying  into  eriect  the  treaty 
with    the   Yanctons    and   Santee 
Soux,  of  October  21,  1837 
For  carrying  into  elfect  the  treaty 
with   the   Winnebagoes,  of  No- 
vember 1,  1S37 
For  carrying  into  elfect  the  treaty 
with  the  lowas,  of  November  23. 
1837 
To  the  Osages,  for  interest  at  five 
I)er  cent,  on   $69,120,  being  the 
value  of  54  sections  of  land  set 
apart   by   the  treaty  of  1825  for 
education  purposes,  k  for  which 
they   have  agreed  to   accept  $2 
per  acre,  as  aulhoriseil  by  the  se- 
nate in  its  resolution  of  the  19th 
of  January    last;   which    resolu- 
tion also  provides  for  the  invest- 
ment of  the  amount 
To  the  Delawares,  for  interest  at 
live  p.jr  cent,  on  .S'4li,0S0,  being 
the  v:;hie  of  36  sections  of  land 
set  apart  by   the  treaty   of  IS32 
for  education  purposes,  and    for 
which  they  have   agreed  to   ac- 
cept g2   per  acre,  as   authorised 
by  the  senate  in  its  resolution  of 
the  19th  January  last;  which  re- 
solution also  provides  for  the  in- 
vcstmetct  of  the  amount 
Forholdinsa  treaty  with  the  Creeks, 
for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their 
claims  for  property  and  improve- 
ments abandoned   or  lost  in  con- 
sequence of  their  emigration  west 
of  the  Mississipin 
For  payment  of  the  amount  of  de- 
predations    committed     by     the 
Osage  and  Camaiiche  Indians  on 
the  property  of  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians 
For   expense  of   holding   a   treaty 
with  the  Wyandot  Indians  of  the 
state  of  Ohio 
■  For  the  payment  of  the  expense  of 
the  delegation   from  the  Seneca 
Indians,  who  visited  Washington 
to  protest  against  the  ratification 
of  a  late  treaty  entered  into  with 
them  by  a  commissioner  acting 
under  llieaiithority  of  the  United 
States 
For  the  expensos  of  the  delegation 
of  the  Seneca?  who  visited  Wash  - 
ington  to  urge  the    ratification  of 
the  late  treaty  with  them  and  the 
other  New  York  Indians,  and  the 
expenses  of  negotiating  that  trea- 
ty with  the  Senecas  and  the  other 
bands   of    New    York    Indians, 
including  all  the  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto 
For   the    expenses   of    submitting 
again   to  those  Indians  the  trea- 
ty amended,  ratified,  fcc.  by  the 
senate 
For    holding    a    treaty    with    the 
Osages,  for   the  extinguishment 


$1>,JU0  00 


5,000  00 


208,000  00 

258,250  00 

184,350  00 

12,970  00 

7,000  00 

445,500  on 

5)0  00 


of  their  titles  to  lands  within  other 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  four- 
teen Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  who 
were  Induced  to  visit  Washing- 
ton by  the  false  representations 
of  their  conductor 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  ex- 
penses of  negotiations  with  the 
Miami   Indians  jf8()0;  to  be  paid 


are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  uhich  may  be  neces- 
sary lor  their  comfortable  remo- 
val 


II.  n.  394. 


S:7, 739,410  41 


to    tlie    lollowi 

foll..ui-.g  |in.| 
To  William  iMai 

ty-two  days'  Si 

missioner 
To    Henry     L. 


ng  ])crsons  in  the 
iirliiiiis,  to  wit: 
shall,  for  for- 
:rvice  as  com- 
$336 
Ellsworth, 


forfil'ty-lour  days'  se 
ce-;  as  coinmissione 
To  Allen  Hamilton,  lor  se- 
venteen day'  services  as 
secretary  1 


430 


02 


To  defray  the  expenses  of  on  ex- 
ploring paily  of  Miami  Imlians 

For  atfording  teni])orary  subsist- 
ence to  such  Indians  west  of  the 
ftlississippi  who,  by  reason  of 
tliiir  recent  emigration,  or  the 
territorial  arrangements  incident 
to  the  policy  of  setting  apart  a 
portion  ol'  the  public  domain  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  rrsi- 
dence  of  all  the  tribes  east  of 
that  river,  as  are  unable  to  sub- 
sist themselves,  and  for  the  ex- 
penses atteii.ling  the  distribution 
of  the  same 


n.  R. 450. 

For prevei.tin^  undsupiircssiiii:  Lilian 
l.~538,  and  for  arrearages  fur  1837. 

For  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities lor  tlie  year  1838  ,' 
H.  K.  S76. 

For  forage  furlhe  horses  (d'th,^  dra- 
goons, volunteers,  olfictrs,  and  in 
tin;  service  of  tlie  trains 

For  freight  or  transportation  of  mi- 
litary supplies  sent  into  Florida 
and  tlie  Cherokee  country 

For  wagons,  carts,  ambulances,  and 
harness,  and  for  boats  and  lighters 

For  the  Iransportntion  of  supplies 
from  the  principal  depots  to  the 
points  of  consumption  including 
the  hire  of  steamboats  and  other 
vessels,  and  i!ie  expense  of  pub- 
lic steamers  and  transport  schoon- 
ers 

For  the  hire  of  a  corps  of  mechan- 
ics, laborers,  mule-drivers,  team- 
sters, wagon-nrast'.-rs,  and  otlier 
assistants 

For  transportation,  and  other  ex- 
penses of  four  thousand  vohin- 
teers 

For  miscellaneous  and  contingent 
charg.;s  of  .dl  kinds,  not  e-ibrac- 
ed  under  the  foregoing  heads 

For  drafts  lying  over,  and  arrear- 
ages for  services  and  supplies  in 
Florida  and  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try 

For  pay  of  four  thousand  volun- 
teers, for  183S,  including  .$153,- 
415  arrearages  for  1837 

For  subsistence  for  militia,  volun- 
teers, and  l>iendly  Indians 

For  the  purchase  of  powder  and 
other  materials  for  cartridges,  to- 
gether with  the  repairs  ol  gun- 
carriages,  small-arms,  and  accou- 
trements 

For  tents,  knapsacks,  andothcrsup. 
plies  furnished  by  the  clothing 
bureati 
For  correcting  an  error  in  paying 
the  Indians  employed  in  the  ]Hib. 
lie  service  in  Florida 
For  all  objects  specified  in  the  third 
article  of  the  supplemenlnrv  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  1835,  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  the  further 
sum  of 
For  satisfying  all  claims  for  arrear- 
ages ol  annuities  for  supplying 
blankets  and  other  articles  of 
clothing  for  the  Cherokees   who 


$3,01)2,427  73 
hoslitilicsfir 
;1, 000,000  00 

400,000  00 

350,0(10  00 
150,000  00 


1,018,600  00 

1,416,250  32 
365,040  00 


35,000  00 

20,677  5C 

7.775  53 


For  certain  harbors,  and  for  t/ie  removal  of  obslrvc- 
lions  in  and  at  the  movt/is  of  certain  rivers,  and 
for  other  /nir/iosfi.  dnriug  the  year  1838. 

For  continuing  the  Improvement  of 

the  harbor  ol  Chicago,  Illinois  $30,000  00 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 
a  harb.'r  at  .Michigan  city,  Indiana  60,733  D9 

For  conliniiiiig  the  conslriiclion  of 
a  pieror  breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Saint  Joseph  Miclii- 
gan  51,113  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  worl.s 
at  the  harbor  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Raisin,  Michiiran  15,000  0) 

For  conlinuiiig  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  olBlack 
liver,  in  Jelferson  county,  state 
of  New  York  22,401  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  Whitehall,  in  the 
stab-  of  New  York  15,000  00 

For  continuing  llie  improvenioiit  of 
the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  Gene- 
see liver,  ill  the  state  of  New 
York  25,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions ii  iSlack  river,  Ohio  5,000  00 

For  coiilinuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  the  mouth  of  the  Hu- 
ron river,  in  Ohio  5,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  at  the  mouth  of 
Vermilion  river,  Ohio  23,626  57 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 

Cleaveland  harbor,  Ohio  51,856  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Cunningham  creek, 
Ohio  5,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Ashtabula  creek, 
Ohio  8,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Conneaut  creel;, 
Ohio  8,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Presque  isle, 
Pennsylvania  30,000  00 

For   continuing   the    improvement 

of  Uiinkirk  harbor.  New  York  lO.flOO  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Portland,  Lake 
Erie,  New  York  35,466  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  Cattaraugus  creek, 
Lake  Erie,  New  York  32,410  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Salmon  river.  Lake 
Ontario,  New  York  30,000  00 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 
a  breakwater  at  Plaltsbiirg,  New 
York  27,500  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak- 
orchard  creek.  New  York  6,000  00 

For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kennc- 

buiik,  Maine  8,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 

Big  Sod. IS  bay.  New  York  10,00°    00 

For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole 

at  Oswego  harbor.  New  York  46,067  06 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 
a  brcakv,ater  at  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont 50,nOO  00 
For  continuing  the  breakwater  on 
Stanford's  ledge,  Portland  harbor, 
Maine  26,366  00 
For  continuing  the  breakwater  at 

Ilyaiinis  harbor,  Massachusetts  8,764  00 

For  cimlinuing  the   breakwater  at 

Sandy  bay,  JIassachusetts  20,000  00 

'  For  continuing  the  improvement  of 

I  the  channel  of  the  river  Thames, 
leading  into  Norwich  harbor, 
Connecticut  10,000  00 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  West- 
port,  Connecticut  4,782  no 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  ri- 
ver, above  and  below  Albany,  in 
the  stale  of  New  York,  to  be  ex- 
pended according  to  the  plan  and 
estimate  recommended  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war                                         inn,noo  no 
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Fur  coiiiihimig  tlie  iinpioveiuerit  ol' 
the  liarborol  Wilinitjj;ton,  Dela- 
waiu  $f'9,356  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
tlie  liarbor  of  New-castle,  D^la- 
uare  11,573  00 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  break- 
water 150,001)  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  tlie  liarbor  of  Baltimore,  Ma- 
ryland 20,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  Cape  Fear  ri- 
ver, below  Wiluiiriglon,  North 
Carolina  20,000  00 

For  opening  a  passage  of  fifty  yards 
wide  and  seven  teet  deep,  at  low 
water,  between  the  town  of  Beau- 
fort and  Pamlico  sound,  North 
Carolina,  and  for  improving  New 
river  25,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
Pamlico,  or  Tar  river,  below 
Washington,  North  Carolina  5,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvements 
of  the  inland  channel  between 
St.  Mary's  &  St.  John's,  Florida  29,000  00 

For  conlinuing  the  improvement  of 
Dog- river  bar  and  Choctaw  pass, 
in  Mobile  harbor  50,000  00 

For  conlinuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Cumberland  river  in  Ken- 
tucky &.  Tennessee,  below  Nash- 
ville 20,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Ohio  river,  between  the  falls 
and  Pittsburg  50,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  naMgation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  from  Louis- 
ville to  New  Orleans  70,000  00 

For  conlinuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  above  the 
moulli  of  the  Ohio  and  of  the 
Missouri  river  20,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions af  Grand  river,  Oliio  10,000  00 

For  continuing  the  works  at  Buti'alo 

harbor  20,500  Oi) 

For  erecting  a  mound  or  sea-wall 
along  the  peninsula  which  sepa- 
rates Lake  Erie  from  Bulfalo 
creek,  to  prevent  the  influx  of 
the  lake  over  said  peninsula  48,000  00 

For  continuing  the  preservation  of 

Plymouth  beach  2,400  00 

For  continuing  the  preservation  of 

Provincetown  harbor  4,500  00 

For  conlinuing  the  preservation  of 

Rainsford  island  7,353  00 

For  continuing  the  sea-wall  for  the 
preservation  of  Fair-weather  is- 
land, and  repairing  the  breakwa- 
ter near  Black  Rock  harbor,  Con- 
necticut 11,550  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Bass 
river,  Massachusetts  10,000  00 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  of 
Church's  cove,  town  of  Little 
CoMipton,  Rhode  Island  18,000  00 

For  the  protection  and  improve- 
ment of  Little  Egg  harbor  10,000  00 

For  improving  tlie  natural  chan- 
nels at  the  northern  and  southern 
entrances  of  the  Dismal-.-iwamp 
eaual  10,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  Savannah  river,  G.-orgia  15,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Ar- 
kansas river  |O,OO0  00 

For  removing  the  sand-bar  occa- 
sioned bv  the  wreck  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  Bedford,  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion of  ten  thousand  dollars,  made 
July  1,  1836,  being  7_G91  37 

Sec.  2.  .4i,d  be  it  farther  eniicM, 

That  tlie   appropriation    lieretofore 

made  of  .SIO, 000  for   removini;  the 

mud  shoal  called    the  Bulkhead,  in 

the    harbor   of  Appalachieola,    be, 

and  the  same  is  hereby,  transferred 

to    the    deepening  of'  the    straight 

channel  in  the  same  harbor. 

Sec.  3.  ^H(/  be  it  further  enacted. 

That  the  several  sums  appropriated 

by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  which 

exceeds    #12,000    each,    one    half 

thereof,    if  the   public   service   re- 


quire it,  shall  be  paid  out  duringthe 
year  1838,  to  be  applied  to  the  ob- 
jects as  above  specified,  and  the 
other  half  in  like  manner  in  the 
year  1839. 

s.  106. 
For  the  removal  of  the   great  laft 
of  Red  river 


3.  380. 
For  building  light  hovses,  light-boats, 
buoys,  and  malang  surveys,  for  the 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -eight . 

STATE    OF    MAINE. 

For  the  erection  of  two  buoys  near 
the  entrance  of  Portland  harbor, 
vi/.:  one  on  Taylor's  ledge, and  one 
on  Broad-cove  rock 

For  rtbiiilding  the  light-house  on 
Wood  island 

For  placing  monuments  on  Fort- 
point  ledge,  Adams'  ledge,  and 
Buck  ledge,  in  Penobscot  river, 
in  addition  to  the  former  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose 

For  placing  a  monument  on  Bul- 
wark ledge,  about  seven  miles 
eastsoutheast  of  Portland  light- 
house 

For  placing  one  buoy  on  Drummer's 
ledge,  south  of  Mark  island,  and 
one  buoy  on  Mark  island  ledge 

For  erecting  a  light-linuse  on  Bear 
island,  at  the  entrance  of  Mount 
desert  harbor 

For  erecting  a  monument  on  Bun- 
ker's ledge,  outside  of  said  inland 

For  placing  one  buoy  at  the  south- 
west entrance  of  said  Mount  De- 
seit  harbor,  and  two  buoys  on  the 
reef  in  the  middle  ot  Bass  harbor 

For  placing  a  buoy  on  Bantam  ledge, 
outside  of  Ram  island 

For  erecting  a  stone  beacon  and  a 
buoy  on  Half-tide  ledge,  in  the 
county  of  Hancock 

For  placing  a  spar-buoy  on  a  ledge 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ciablree's  point, 
about  four  miles  below  Sullivan 
harbor,  in  said  county 

For  the  erection  of  a  monument  or 
beacon  on  York  ledge,  off  the  en- 
trance of  York  harbor 

For  erecting  a  light-house  and  sea- 
wall at  Saddleback  ledge,  in  Pe- 
nobscot bay 

STATE    OK    NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

For  the  erection  of  a  jiier  on  the 
east  side  of  Whaleback  light- 
house, to  protect  the  same,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  appropriation  alrea- 
dy made  for  that  purpose 

STATE    or    MASSACHUSETTS. 

For  the  erection  of  two  small  bea- 
ciui-lighls  on  the  north  side  of 
Nantucket  island,  in  ii'dition  to 
former  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose 

For  completing  the  light-house  on 
Mayo  beach,  in  Welltleet  bay 

For  a  monument,  in  the  place  oi' one 
carried  away,  on  Bowditch's 
ledge,  in  the  I'larboi'  of  Salem 

For  a  nionumenton  Bowbill  ledge, 
in  the  haihor  of  Manchester,  or 
for  removing  the  same,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury 

For  rebuilding  the  two  light-houses 
on  Plum  islanil,  near  Newbury- 
port 

STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLAND. 

For  buoys  or  doljihins  in  Providence 

river 
For   placing   two   spindles    at   the 

mouth  of  Pawcntiick  river 

STATE    OF    CONNECTICUT. 

For  [dacing  six  buoys  in  tlie  wes- 
tern, and  six  in  the  eastern  en- 
trance of  Mystic  river,  from  Fish- 
er's island  sound,  in  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  according  to  the  sur- 
vey and  estimate  of  F.  H.  Grego- 
ry, reported  to  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners  on  the  seventh  day 
of  August  last,  four  hundred  and 
thirty. five  dollars;  and  for  buoys 
on  the  rock  in  the  channel  east  of 
Ram  island,  and    upon   Turner's 


500  00 
5,000  00 

1,300  00 

3,000  00 

500  00 

3,000  00 
1,000   00 

150  00 
200  00 

1,200  00 

150  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 


2,10  0  00 
2,000  00 

5,000  00 


5,000 

00 

4,000 

00 

600 

00 

400 

00 

reef,  according  to  said  survey  and 

report  100  00 

For  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on 
Lynde  point,  al  the  mouth  of  Con- 
necticut river,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  al- 
ready appropriated  2,500  00 

To  complete  a  sea-wall,  to  preserv 
the  light-house  and  other  build- 
ings on  Fairweather  island,  near 
Black  Rock  harbor,  pursuant  to 
the  report  of  captain  Gregory  1,500  00 

For  the  erection  ol  buoys  on  such 
of  the  rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Mil- 
ford  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
superintendent  of  light-houses  for 
that  district  300  00 

For  one  buoy  on  a  shoal  west  of 
Black  point,  and  one  buoy  on 
Pond  reef,  in  the  oay  of  Niantick  160  00 

For  buoys  on  Cornfield-point  rock, 
Adam's  rock,  and  Oyster-pond- 
point  rock,  near  Plumb  island,  in 
Long  Island  sound  240  00 

STATE    or    NEW    YORK. 

For  completing  a  beacon  on  Ro- 
mer's  shoals,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriation  heretolbre  made  10,000  00 

To  complete  a  light  house  on  Eso- 
pus  meadows,  on  the  western 
shore  of  the  Hudson  river,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  heretofore  ap- 
propriated 3,or  -  00 

To  complete  a  light  house  on  Cedar 
island,  Sag  Harbor,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  heretolbre  appropriated  2,500  00 

For  the  erection  of  a  light  house  on 
the  northern  islet  in  Fisher's 
sound,  near  the  northwest  end  of 
Fisher's  island  3,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  the  balance  re- 
maining due  for  the  expenses  of 
procuring  ami  locating  buoys  in 
the  new  channel  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  latelv  discovered  and 
called  Gedney's 'channel  "  870  36 

STATE    OF    NEW    JERSEY. 

For  erecting  a  small  beacon  light  at 

South  Amboy,  and  putting  down 

the  following  buoys,  to  wilt  One 

on  the  tale  ol  the  Great  Beds;  one 

off  Billofi's  Point  shoal,  southwest 

port  of  Staten  island;  one  on  the 

Middle    Ground,    near    Prince's 

bay;    one    on    the    Old    Orchard 

shoal;  one   off  the  point   of  the 

Great  Kill  shoals  1,050  00 

For  the  erection  ol  a  beacon  light  at 

the   Corner  Stake,  so  called,  be- 
tween  Elizabethlown  point   and 

Shorter's    island;    also     another 

small  light  or  lantern  on  Shorter's 

island;  also  for  buoys,  &.C.,  at  Ih-e 

following  places:  A  spar  buoy  at 

Bergen  point;  a  spar  buoy  al  the 

Mill  rocks,  in  Newark  bay;  a  spar 

buoy  on   the    first  oysterbed   or 

point   of    the   bar   between    the 

Hackensack   and  Passaic    chan- 
nels, one  and  a  half  mile  below 

the  crossing-place;  a    spar    buoy 

at  the  Corner  Stake,  so  clbd;  a 

spar  buoy  at  the  crossing  place, 

on   the   north   side;  a  spar    buoy 

at  the  Elbow;  all  pursuant  to  th'e 

report  of  captains  Keainey,  Sloat, 

and  Perry  "  3,400  00 

STATE    OF    DELAWARE. 

For  rebuilding  a  floating-light  on 
Fire-falhom  bank,  at  the  entrance 
of  Delaware  bay  15,000  00 

STATE    OF    MARYLAND. 

For   placing  lour  buoys  at  or  near 

Pool's  island  channel  1,200  00 

STATE    OF    VIRGINIA. 

For  placing  Spar- buoys  in  James  ri- 
ver,   between    Day's   point   and 

Richmond  city,  on   such    ledges 

and  shoals  as  inav  be  selected  2,000  00 

For  building  a  light-boat    to  take 

place  of  the  one  in  the  narrows  of 

the  Potomac  8,000  00 

For  placing  three  or  more  buoys  at 

the  entrance  of  Onancock  creek, 

in  the  county  of  Accomac  300  00 

STATE    OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

For  marking,  staking  out,  and  plac- 
ing buoys  or  other  such  monu- 
ments as  are  most  suitable,  to  de- 
signate the  channels  in  Crovvatan 
sound,  and  at  outlets  of  Pasquo- 
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tank,  Lillle,  aiiU  Perqniuians  ri- 
vers 

For  the  construction  of  a  new  lipht 
boat,  in  lieu  ol'  lliat  now  stationed 
oil'  Wade's  point 

For  a  |i;;lit  house  on  Pea  island  or 
Boddy's  island,  as  the  jecrelary  of 
the  treasury  shall  ileein  to  he  most 
for  the  public  interest 

For  three  buoys  or  such  marks  de- 
sijualins  Chickaniacoiuico  chan- 
nel, in  Hyde  county,  as  shall  be 
found  most  suitable  lor  thut  pur- 
pose 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  mouth  of 
Shallote  river 

STATE    OF    SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

For  erecting  buoys  on  St.  Helena 
bar 

STATE    OF    OHIO. 

For  securing,  or  rebuilding  on  abet- 
ter site,  the  light  house  on  Turtle 
island,  at  theeiitrnnct  of  Mauuiee 
bay,  iii  Lak"  Erie 

For  completing  a  beacon  lij;ht  near 
the  enlrance  of  Sanilusky  bay,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  hernloloi'e  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose 

For  the  construction  ol  a  lighthouse 
on  the  northwest  end  ot  Bass  is- 
land, cominordy  called  Put  in-hay 
in  Lake  Erie,  iustejd  ot  one  on 
Cunningham's  island 

For  placing  buo)S  un  a  slioiil  or 
sunken  inland  near  the  vvesteiri 
Bister  island,  and  In  the  soullmard 
thereof,  in  Lake  Erie 

STATE    OF    GKORGIA. 

For  constructing  a  ti.>aling-light  to 
be  stationed  in  Tybee  channel,  in 
lieu  of  an  appropriation  ol  that 
sum  heretofore  mad'*  for  a  similar 
light  on  Martin's  Imliisliy  slioal 

For  placing  three  buoys  at  the  en- 
trance of  St.  Andrew's  inlet 

For  placing  beacons  or  buoy  s  at  the 
entrance  of  Brunsuick  harbor 

STATE  OF  ALABAMA, 

For  the  conslruclion  of  a  light- 
house on  Dauphin  island. 

STATE    OF  LOUISIANA. 

For  markinij  the  entrance  arid  tlie 
channel  of  the  Alchal'alava  hry 

For  rebuilding  the  lighl-liouse  at 
the  southwest  pass  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi rivpr 

For  completing  a  light  house  at  or 
near  the  southwest  pass  on  the 
Vermilion  bay,  in  aldition  to 
the  sum  heretolore  appropriated 

STATE  OF  MlrHIGAN'. 

For  rebuilding  a  light-house  on 
Bois  Blanc  island,  il  a  suitable 
site  for  the  same  can  be  found  on 
said  Island 

For  erecting  a  light-house  at  New 
Bud'alo,  on  Lake  Michigan,  in- 
stead of  one  at  city  west,  provi- 
ded for  by  an  act  in   1^37 

For  erecting  a  lisht-house  on  South 
Manitou  islaml,  Lake  Michigan 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  the 
ledge  or  reef  near  Waiiooshance, 
in  the  straits  ot  Micliili.uackinac 

For  erecting  a  lii;hthoiise  at 
Presque  isle,  Like  Huron 

For  erecting  a  li^'hl-house  on  Point 
aux  Borgues,  Saginaw  bay,  Lake 
Huron 

TERRITORY    OF    WISCONSIN'. 

For  the  construction  ot  a  light- 
house on  Grassy  island,  at  the 
head  of  Green  bay,  near  the 
mouth  of  Fox  river 

TERKITORY    OF    FLORIDA. 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  inouth  of 
tlie  St.  John's  in  addi  inn  to  the 
appropriation  lieretolore  made  for 
thnt  purpose 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  Ca- 
rysfort  reef,  in  ad'lition  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for 
tiiat  purpose 

Sec.  2.  .rind  be  il  fiirthtr  enticled. 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to 
cause  two  sets  of  dioptric  or 
lenticular  apparatus,  one  of  the 
first,  the  other  of  the  second  class, 
and  also  cue  set,  if  he  deems  it 
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10,000  00 

540  00 

1,000  00 

8,000  00 

1,500  00 

20,000  00 

8,000  00 


5,000  00 
5,000  00 


25,000  00 
5,000  00 


expedient,  of  the  n  (lector  appa- 
ratus, of  the  most  improved 
kinds,  to  be  imported  and  to 
cause  the  said  several  sets  to  be 
set  up,  and  their  nurils,  a.o  com- 
(lared  with  the  apparatus  in  use, 
to  he  listed  by  lull  and  satisfac- 
tory experiments;  and  the  sum  of 
$15,000,  out  of  any  mom  y  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, is  hereby  appropriated  for 
that  purpose;  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  alsol'i.rlherauthor- 
ized  to  ascertain,  by  suilahh'  and 
proper  experiments,  the  merits  of 
the  apparatus  lately  invented  by 
Mr.  E.  Blunt  of  .New  York;  and 
il,  in  his  judgment,  it  has  merits 
which  justify  the  adoption  of  il, 
he  is  hereby  aiitliori.ic'd  to  con- 
tract with  ^Ir.  Blunt,  tolightany 
light  house  on  the  coast  with  it; 
and  the  sum  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  above  purposes  is 
To  enable  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
ti)  cause  such  examiir.Uipn  of  tlie 
coast  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers, 
anil  the  intermediate  harbors, 
bays,  and  bayous,  as  inav  be  ne- 
cessary to  fix  suilahlc  locations 
for  light-houses  and  o'her  im- 
provpincn's,  which  may  i;ive  a 
more  safe  and  i<'a<ly  access  to  the 
said  harbors,  bays,  bayous,  and 
rivers 


For  the  survey  of  Des  Moines  and 

Iowa  rivers  l.noo  00 

For  a  survey  and  estimated  cost  of 

a    railroau    from    MiKvaukee   to 

Du  Buque  2,000  00 

$j  to.:i(io  00 

JJou^e  of  repirsenlatives. 
Private  claims  iC3l,693  67 

Sauile. 
Private  claims  13,10!)  93 


REfAPITULATION. 
Extn.  sess.un. 
For   the  support  of  the   government 

and  suppres.siun  ol    Indian  hosiili- 

lies  |jr  the  year  1837 

2tl  festiioti  *25M  congress. 
Civil  and  diplomniio 
Army 

Foniticaiions 

Proieciion  of  the  northern  frontier 
Navy 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
Current  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 

parunent 
Preveming  and   suppressing  Indian 

hostilities 
Harbors 
Liiiht  houses 
Miscellaneous 
Private  claims 


1,500  00 j 
S3fl7,OIO  36, 


S45,103  60 


S'2,]  09,000  00 

8.25-.',.3r,0  22 
5,I27.SG0  10 
I  01.-,, (I.-,  (K) 

r,j.-,,.-,iiii  (10 
fiiii'.i.i:)'.  :tu 
2,0Ji  jj.;  02 

3,002,427  73 

7.7.19.110  -11 

1..0:i5  IHW  .',3 

307.010  3li 

:>i(i.:!o(i  (Ht 

■1.5,1113  00 
83S..n3  061  ,S7 


MISrF.LLANEOt'S. 


It.   R. 


>30. 


For  llie  conliiiualinii  rfllie  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  continnatimi  of  tlie  "Cum- 
berland road  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
the  sum  of  $150,(100  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland roail  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana, the  sum  of  150,000  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland ro.id  in  the  state  ol  Illi- 
nois, the  sum  of  150,000  00 

For  the  complition  of  llie  bridge 
over  Dunlap's  creek,  on  the  Cum- 
berland road, in  til''  stated  Pen u- 
sylvania  the  sum  of  9,000  00 

II.  R.  2Sfl. 

For  certain  roads  in    llic  lerritorij  of 
Florida. 

For  openingaiid  con-tiuctiiiga  road 
fiom  Tallahassee  to  lola,  on  the 
river  Appalachicola,  the  sum  of  10,000  00 

For  repairing  the  road  and  recon- 
structing the  bridijps  and  cause- 
ways thereon,  from  Saint  Augus- 
tine to  Picolata  17,300  00 

For  repairing  the  road  from  Jack- 
sonvilln,  by  the  Mineral  Springs, 
to  Tallahassee,  the  sum  of  10,000  00 

s.  29. 

For  the  co'islrvction  of  roads   in  the 
territory  of  U'isconsin. 

For  the  construction  of  a  rond  from 
Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  by 
.Milwaukee  and  Racine,  to  the 
northern  boum'aiy  line  of  the 
state  of  Illinois,  in  the  direction 
of  Chicago  15,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
the  town  of  Milwaukee,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  by  way  of  Madison 
the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  that  territory,  to  a  point 
opposite  the  town  of  Du  Buque, 
on  the  Mississippi  river  10,000  UO 

For  the  completion  of  the  military 
road  from  Fort  Crawford,  by 
Winnebago,  to  Fort  Howard,  at 
Green  Bay  5,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  the  nec6.=sa- 
ry  bridges  and  removintj  obstruc- 
tions in  the  mail  road  from  the 
northern  line  of  Missouri,  through 
the  original  coniilies  ol  Des 
Moines  and  Du  Buqu".  to  some 
suitable  point  on  thi;  Mississippi 
river,  between  Prairie  du  Chieii 
and  Du  Buque  10,000  00 

For  the  survey  of  Rock  river  and 
the  haven  of  said  river,  tec  1,000  00 


Sfatfvunt  of  the  new  ojjiics  created  and  f/n-  sultirirs  of 
eaih,  ami  also  a  slaUmeiil  of  llie  r<//i'ir.«  l/u  sahiriet  of 
which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  tf  su^/i  inrrvas'e, 
during  the  two  last  sessions  of  confrress,  made  in  jntr- 
simncenflhc  6ih  section  of 'the  at  of  the  'id  ol  Juli/. 
183fi,  to  proviile  for  the  appropriulwn  of  uddiliunui 
payments,  and  for  other  purposes. 

NEW   OFFICE.S. 

Governorof  the  territory  of  Iowa      )         $1.. 500  00 

As  superintendent  of  Indian  allairs  5  l.ono  00 

Secretary  of  the  teirilory  of  Iowa  1,200  00 

Chicr  justice  supreme  court  territo- 
ry of  Iowa  1..5()0  00 

Two  associate  justices, (.$1,300  each)  3,000  00 

District  attorney,  same  as  others 

Marshal 

Jiidi;e   criminal   court  District   of 

Colurahia  2,000  00 

Judie   orphans'  court   Distiict    of 

Columbia  1,000  00 

Two  registers  and  two  receivers, 
Wisconsin  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  same  compensation 
as  others 

Surveyor  general  Wisconsin  terri- 
tory 1,500  00 

Register  and  receiver  norlhweslern 
land  district  of  Louisiana,  same 
as  others 

Collector  for  the  port  of  Vicksburg  600  00 

.NEW    RF.Gl^lE.N'T    OF    INFANTRY 

1  colonel,  same  compensation  as  other  oflicers  of 
same  grade. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

ARTILLERY. 

4  captains,  same  compensation  as  other  officers  of 

siinliar  (trade. 
4  1st  lieutenants  do.  du. 

4  2d  lieutenants  do.  do. 

CORPS    OF    ENGINEERS. 

1  lieulenant  colonel,  same  puy  as  other  olficers  of 

same  grade  in  the  dragoons. 

2  majors  do.  do. 
6  captains                            do.  do. 

6  2d  lieutenants  do.  do. 

CO.MMISSARY    nEI'.XRT.MENT. 

1  assistaiit  commissary  general  of  subsistence,  pay 
same  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry. 

1  commissary  of  subsistence,  pay  of  quartermas- 
ter of  the  army. 

3  commissaries  of  subsistence,  pay  of  assistant 
quartermasters. 

OHPNANCE 

2  majors,  pay  of  officers  of  dragoons  of  same  grade. 
1  professor  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  &c.  at  West 

Point,  pay  of  professor  of  mathematics. 

MEnlCAL    DEPARTMENT. 

7  surgeons,  same  pay  as  other  surgeons. 

Note. — The  other  appointments  authorized  by 
the  WW  army  bill,  are  staff  appointments,  to  be 
made  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  do  not  increase 
the  number  of  officers 


1  lieutenant  colonel 

1  major 
10  captains 
10  1st  lieutenants 
10  2d  lieutenants 


no 
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Steam  ships.  Tin-  Philadelpliia  U.  S.  Gazelle  of 
Wedne-saay  says;  We  learn  with  pleasure,  that  the 
project  ol  adoilting  the  proposition  of  the  English 
company  to  run  steam  ships  between  Philadelpliia 
and  England  and  France,  is  now  bting  matured, 
and  vvilfshortly  be  laid  before  the  public  in  a  lorm 
which,  we  have  reaso.n  to  believe,  will  be  accepta- 
ble, and  which  will  secure  that  co-operation  ne- 
cessary to  success." 

Tiie  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  states,  on 
the  authority  ol  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
French  trade,  that  it  has  been  determined  at  Uavre 
to  build  Ibursteain  ships  of  ISOO  tons  burthen  each, 
to  constitute  a  line  between  that  port  and  New- 
York.  Tlie  keel  of  one  had  been  laid,  and  ar. 
rangements  were  making-  to  complete  them  all,  as 
soon  as  pursiblc. 

I'he  Great  Western  left  Nlw  York  on  Thursday 
afternoon  the  IGth  inst.  duiing  a  violent  gale,  hav- 
ing on  board  S6  passengers,  and  a  vast  number  of 
letters,  the  charges  on  which  were  nearly  two 
thousand  dollars. 

She  made  her  last  voyage  to  Bristol  in  twelve 
and  a  hall  days,  and  came'm  .>,ii4ht  ol  land  in  just 
twelve  days  from  Sandy  Hook.  According  to  Ihe 
log  of  that  voyage,  the  shuifest  distance  made  in 
any  one  cloy  after  the  first  was  216  miles,  or  just 
nine  nautical  miles  per  hour;  and  the  greatest  dis- 
tance in  any  day  264  miles,  being  eleven  nautical 
miles  per  hour. 

The  ship  Woodbury,  Cutting,  arrived  at  New- 
York  from  Liverpool,  reports  having  seen  the  steam 
ship  Great  Western  on  the  7th  inst.  in  lat.  -10  15, 
Ion.  71  34. 

Reminiscence.  Tlie  hon.  G-.illian  C.  Verplanck, 
at  a  dinner  on  board  the  Gjeat  Western,  related  the 
following: 

"Looking  over  (said  he)  a  number  of  old  New 
York  papers,  1  met  with  one  published  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  giving  an  account  of 
the  coronation  of  George  111,  which  had  been 
brought  out  in  a  vessel  called  the  Sally  Ann,  from 
Biislol  lo  this  port  in  eighty  days.  I  could  not  help 
being  struck  with  the  wonderlul  impro\euient  in 
our  day,  by  Ihe  construction  of  such  vessels  as  the 
Great  Western,  which  brought  to  this  port  liom  the 
same  cily  a  full  account  of  the  like  event,  in  the 
coronation  of  Queen  Ylciono,  in  fovrleen  days  and 
some  few  hours.*' 

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  tunnel  en  Ihe 
Harrisburgh  and  Lancaster  railroad  is  now  com- 
pleted, with  the  exception  of  one  facade.  The 
passengers  are  now  conveyed  directly  through  it, 
and  the  whole  distance  between  Lancaster  and 
Harrisburgh  is  now  run  in  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes;  and  passengers  leaving  this  city  at  six 
o'clock,  A.  M,  arrive  at  Harrisburgh  at  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.  Since  last  Saturday,  the  cars  have  used  the 
tunnel,  and  we  may  congratulate  the  travelling 
public  upon  the  completicii  of  a  work  that  renders 
a  journey  to  Harrisburgh  a  pleasure.     [U.  S.  Gaz. 

Scarcity  of  birds.  It  has  been  remarked  by  those 
who  live  111  Ihe  country  and  observe  the  signs  of 
the  times,  that  never,  in  any  season,  have  so  lew 
birds  been  about.  We  have  ren.arked  the  same 
fact  ourselves,  in  riding  within  a  dnzen  miles  ol 
the  city;  and  the  probable  cause  of  the  decrease  is 
owing  to  the  death-searching  spirit  of  the  sports- 
man, who  spares  neither  chipbird  nor  robin  led 
breast.  The  orchard  birds  are  of  great  value  to 
the  farmer,  ill  destroying  insects,  but  arc  ol  little 
or  no  use  to  the  sportsman;  and  to  kill  a  bird  for 
mere  jdle  sport  is  jndGed  ciunl.  ^Boston  Post. 
PNAIX  AHOY 

Thare  is  sum  live  rattail  snaix  til  be  scan  in  a 
bocks  on  this  bote  fur  sick  spunts  a  cile  for  groan 
foax  and  children  half  prise. 
gtPlease  tu  call  on  Old  Uick 

N  B  kash  pade  or  no  sho 

The  abo\e  is  verbatim  of  an  ariveriiscment  post- 
ed on  a  small  bunk  room  door  on  board  of  Ihe  ele- 
gant pleasure  steamboat  on  Lake  George,  alias 
Lake  Horicon,  as  taken  personally,  and  si;ul-:es  seen 
by  the  communicator.  [iV.   1'.  Star. 

A  novel  arrival.  Arrived  at  this  port,  yesterday, 
sloo[i  Native,  captain  Suioinan  Attaqnen,  form  the 
Indian  Plantation,  Marshpee,  Mass.  This  vessel 
was  built  hy  the  native  Indians  on  their  ]-lanlation, 
is  owned  by  thein,  and  Is  commanded  by  cue  ol 
their  number.  She  is  32  tons  burthen,  and  is  .ere 
for  a  cargo  of  lumber.  [Baiigor  Whig. 

Great  feat  in  swimming.  One  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  82d  regiment,  at  Maklen,  U.  C,  deserted  lo  the 
American  side  by  swimining  li-oin  that  place  to 
Grosae  Isle,  a  distance  of  three  miles.  He  was 
pursued  lo  Grosse  Isle  by  an  officer  and  guard,  but 
was  protected  by  American  ci.i-iens. 


Correction.  Captain  Charles,  owner  and  master 
of  the  schooner  Merchant,  of  Elizabeth  city ,  N.  C, 
utterly  denies  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  has 
been  published  res]iectiiig  that  vessel,  to  wit:  that 
it  passed  near  Ihe  wreck  of  the  Pulaski  and  was 
hailed  by  some  of  the  survivors,  but  passed  on,  giv- 
ing no  attenlion  to  their  cries  for  help.  Captain 
Charles  was  not  on  board  at  the  time,  the  schooner 
being  Vr.sn  in  command  of  a  captain  Gaylard;  but 
he  says  that  he  has  conversed  with  many  of  the  pas- 
sengers who  w-ere  saved  from  the  Pulaski,  and 
heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  any  of  them.  To 
this  negative  evidence  he  adds  the  affidavit  of  the 
mate,  as  follows; 
Slate  of  North  Carolina,  }  Elizabeth  city,Avg-usl  14, 

Pasquatank  county,       5       18o8. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  James  M.  Pool, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  Pasquatank 
county,  Rufus  Robbins,  vvho  being  first  duly  svvorii, 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  the  mate  on  board 
the  schr.  Merchant  of  Elizabeth  city,  on  her  late 
voyage  fiom  Elizabeth  city  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
loadcil  with  corii — that  the  statement  taken  from  the 
Philadelphia  Exchange  books  and  publijhed  in  the 
Balliniore  American  has  been  shown  to  him  this 
day,  and  that  the  same  is  entirely  false  as  regards 
the  said  schr.  Merchant  being  hailed  by  the  sutterers 
of  the  Pulaski  for  assistance.  He  farther  sw-ears 
that  they  never  saw  the  Pulaski,  nor  does  he  be- 
lieve (hat  they  went  within  fifty  miles  of  the  wreck 
of  the  said  Pulaski,— he  faitherstates  that  the  schr. 
Henry  Caioerdon  arrived  at  WilDiiugton  twelve 
hours' previous  to  the  arrival  of  Ihe  schr.  Merchant. 
Rurus  Robbins. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  1:3th  August,  1838. 

James  M.  Pool. 

Son  e  lahcrcis  cnijdoyed  in  grading  a  street  in 
Norfolk,  at  a  spot  wliei'e  it  pas'scd  through  an  old 
burying  ground,  struck  upon  a  coffin  near  which 
was  a  trunk  much  decayed.  It  was  lound  to  con- 
tain a  substance  resembling  tinder,  -,,  Inch  was  once 
bank  notes,  or  perhaps,  continental  money,  and  a 
pared  of  gold  com,  all  of  which  was  greedily  taken 
up  by  the  black  men  engaged  in  digging.  They 
would  not  reveal  the  number  of  coins  in  the  trunk. 
The  one  of  which  they  exhibited  proved  to  be  a 
ducal,  coined  in  Holland  in  1758,  and  is  valued  at 
$2.50. 

The  catlle  are    dying   olf  at  a   shocki'ig   rate  in 

some  parts  ol  New  Hampshire  by   some  unknow-n 

,,,,-,.„  i  disease.     Ihe  bodies   putrify  so   soon   after  death, 

mboat  landing  on  the  Genesee  i,(,„t  it    is   necessary    to   buVy    them    immediately. 

Some  persons  had  been   poisoned   by  alleuipting  to 

skill  the  dead  animals.  \_Ga2ette. 


Transportation  of  the  mail.  It  is  sta'ed  in  a  west- 
ern piiper  that  a  new-  mail  line  has  been  established 
betw  een  New  Orleans  and  Louisville,  by  u  hicli  the 
mail  is  to  be  carried  in  steam  boats,  regularly  three 
times  a  week,  between  those  cities.  There  are  to 
be  eight  boats  on  the  line,  and  each  boat  (0  h.ave  a 
postmaster  on  board,  whose  duty  it  is  made  toattend 
to  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  the  mail  at  the  dilier- 
ent  points  011  the  route.  The  contractors  for  thus 
carrving  the  mail,  are  to  receive  for  this  service 
{Jl&ii,OliO  a  year. 

military  road.  We  learn  from  the  Little  Rock 
Gazette,  that  major  Belknap  and  capt.  Bonneville, 
two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  locate  a  road  from  Fort  Smith  to 
Red  river,  had  made  all  Iheir  arrangements,  and 
w-ere  on  the  eve  of  starting  to  perform  the  duties 
assigned  them.  The  road  about  to  be  located  by 
the  above  commissioners,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
leave  Fort  Smith  on  the  Arkansas,  and  run  as  di- 
rectly south  with  the  line  of  the  state  as  the  nature 
of  the  country  will  admit,  to  Red  river,  upon  which 
road  it  is  the  intention  of  goveriEment  to  erect  tv>  n 
forts,  for  the  purpo-e  of  defence. 

The  national  road.  The  editor  of  the  Wheeling 
Gazette,  who  has  recently  travelled  over  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  of  the  national  road  west  of  that  cily, 
reports  it  to  be  in  wretched  condition.  It  has  (he 
says)  been  very  much  cut  up,  and  herelolbre  in 
stead  of  breaking  up  stone  to  repair  it,  holes  have 
been  filled  up  by  tiirowing !liem  unbroken  upon  tlie 
road,  thus  rendering  it  very  hard  upon  horses,  and 
extremely  rough.  A  large  number  ol  hands  are 
now  emjiloyed  on  the  road,  and  it  is  [irobable  ere 
long  it  will  be  in  much  beller  order.  The  rates  of 
toll  have  been  advanced  since  the  1st  of  August  to 
double  price,  which  has  given  cause  for  much  com- 
plaint, not  only  lo  travelic  is,  but  also  to  iarmers, 
tavern  keepers,  and  others  along  the  road.  It  is 
feared  that  the  very  high  tclis  chaVged  will  be  suffi- 
cient lo  cause  wagoners  and  drovers  to  seek  some 
other  route. 

The  automaton  che.ss  player,  so  long  (he  wonder 
of  the  w-oilcl,  Ihe  rope  dancers,  trumpeter,  conlla- 
gration  of  Moscow,  and  all  Ihe  olhcr  pieces  of  me- 
chanism w-hich  composed  the  exhibitions  of  the  late 
Mr.  Maebel,  are  to  be  sold  at  public  sale  in  Phila- 
delphia on  (he  1st  Se|iteuiber  next,  by  his  adminis- 
tralor,  Mr.  Jno.  F.  Ohl. 

On  Tuesday  last  about  two] 


Sam  Patch  outdone 
miles  below  the  st 

river,  a  horse  attaclied  lo  a  cait  loaded  with  wood_ 
was  precipitated  from  the  bank,  cart  and  all,  to  the 
water's  (dge  below ,  a  distance  of  75  feet  nearly 
perpendicular,  and  after  adjusting  himself,  com- 
menced browsing  upon  (he  shrubbery,  wiihout 
having  received  the  least  apparent  iiijurj'. 

[liocheslcr  Daily  Mvertiser. 

Something  new.  A  very  curious  feat  was  pel- 
fornricd  on  Monday  evenirg  last  at  the  Washington 
race  course  by  a  youth  ol  eighteen  years  of  age  lor 
a  wager  ol  §.-50.  He  was  (0  carry  a  man,  w-eighing 
one  hundred  and  twenly-five  pounds,  around  the 
course,  measuring  one  mile,  which  he  performed 
with  (he  grea{est  ease  in  seventeen  minuies.  After 
performing  the  feat  he  ran  about  fifty  yards  and 
back  again,  wilh  his  load  on  his  shoulders,  amid  the 
loud  huzzas  ol  the  multitude  who  had  assembl  Jil  to 
witness  the  leal.  IPotomac  Jduocalc. 

gtlCO  regard  for  a  missing  letter.  Five  hundred 
dollars  reward  will  be  paid  (or  the  delivery  of  a  let- 
ter wrilten  hy  Ihe  governor  of  Georgia  to  Slade, 
the  abolilionist.  It  is  to  be  dislincdy  understood, 
that  said  letter  is  not  lo  be  read  by  the  finder,  there 
being  certain  passages  in  i(,  (ha(  ought  not  fo  meet 
(he  public  eye.  Upon  delivery  or  "(ransmission  ol 
said  leKer  to  the  execiilive  departn:ent,  (he  above 
sum  will  be  p,iid  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasiirv 
not  otherwise  ajiprojirialed.     \_Savanr.ah  Gion:!iin. 

ConiiUion  of  a  iKtitl  robber.  The  Liille  Rock 
Gazette  of  (he  1st  instant  .says; 

•■The  liial  of  Robert  A.  Linebaiigh,  for  juirluin- 
ing  money  IVo.m  letteis,  while  entrusted  wit!!  open- 
ing the  mails  at  Greemille,  Clark  county,  las( 
spring,  look  place  las(  week,  before  ihe  U.  S.  Dis- 
tiict  court,  judge  Johnson  presiding.  The  case 
was  fully  made  out,  and  (he  juiy  found  a  verdict  of 
S'^ilty — sentence,  10  years'  imprisonment. 

Ctimberland  coal.  The  Frederick  Herald  says: 
I'Sorae  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  value  which 
is  atlachfd  to  the  Cumberland  coal,  as  well  as  of  the 
imporlatice  that  this  mineral  is  about  to  attain,  as 
an  article  of  export  from  our  slate,  so  soon  as  our 
system  of  internal  improvements  are  completed, 
from  the  fact,  that  this  coal  is  preferred,  as  we  liave 
it  from  good  aulhority,  on  board  the  steam  boa! 
Great  Western,  loany  other  which  they  have  tried." 

n-vp)  OF  vr^•  'ii^ir^  FIFTY-I-Virn 


A  late  Mobile  Chronicle  states,  that  Messrs. 
Fountain  and  Prince,  members  of  two  prominent 
houses  in  that  city,  are  about  to  embark  in  a  ne'.v 
enterprize — that  of  establishing  a  coinmeicial  house 
in  Liverpool.  This  is  ol  course  w-ilh  a  view  to 
favor,  or  profit  by  the  direct  trade  betw-een  Mobile 
and  Liverpool. 

Kew  cotton.  The  first  bale  of  new  coiton  reach- 
ed here  on  Saturday,  by  Ihe  railroad  cars  from  Hair- 
burg.  I(  is  from  the  plantation  of  Turner  Clanion, 
esq.,  Columbia  county,  (Ga.,)  and  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Lafitte  4-  Brother.  The  quality  is  said  to 
be  excellent.  We  un  leiijtand  13  cenls  was  otiered 
lor  it  ami  refused.    [Charleston  Courier,  Aug.  ID. 

The  eldest  of  the  craft.  The  venerable  colonel 
Andrew  Marschalle,  a  veteran  of  (he  revolution, 
died  on  the  tenth  instant  at  IVashinglon,  Adair.s 
cGui.ty,  Mississippi.  'Ihe  deceased  w~as  the  lather 
of  (he  then  typographical  art  in  Mississippi,  having 
brought  into  the  then  (errilory  in  't'7,  a  small  print- 
ing press  the  first  ever  used  (here. 

[Kew  Orleans' American, 

Hunting  in  Mississipjii.  Two  parties  in  Lowndes 
coui.iy  s(ar(cd,  la5(  v\eek,  on  a  hunting  excursion, 
in  (he  course  of  which  (hey  bagged  y,925  scalps. 
L.  H.  Willeford's  con.panv.  consislingof  11,  count- 
ed 2,404,  and  that  of  J.  A'.  Snell  1,521.  [lb. 

The  packet  ship  Oxford,  which  sailed  from  Kew 
York  on  Monday  for  Liverpool,  carried  out  eight 
thousand  letters. 

A  weighty  toast.  The  following  heaiy  a.^ir,  in 
the  way  of  toasts,  was  given  at  the  celebration  of 
Ihe  4lh  in  Boston; 

■'The  filly-six  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence; the  heaviest  fifty-six  the  world  ever 
saw — the  whole  strength  of  Great  Britain  couldn't 
raise  it." 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  states  that  the  village  of 
Occc^nan,  ^'a.  was  much  infested  by  mad  dogs,  ane 
that  a  citizen  of  that  place,  who  had  bean  bitten  by 
one,  had  gone  to  (he  "mad-stone"  in  another  county 
for  relief. 
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